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EAST BROOKFIELD 
– Several members 
of the fire department 
were able to receive the 
first of two COVID-19 
vaccinations last week.

On Jan. 13, a vac-
cine clinic was held for 
local first responders at 
Auburn High School. 
The clinic was a region-
al effort that served fire 
departments, police 
departments, EMS ser-
vices, and communica-
tions specialists from 
throughout the area.

First responders 
attending the clinic 
represented Auburn, 
Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, Mendon, 
North Brookfield, and 
Uxbridge.

Auburn Fire 
Department paramed-
ics and nurses from the 
Auburn Public Schools 
administered the vac-
cine.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – Firefighters have 
been operating on thin ice this 
month to prepare themselves for 
rescue situations.

During the past two weekends, 
members of the Spencer Fire 
Department have conducted ice res-
cue trainings on Thompson Pond. 
The department trains extensively 
each year on its equipment and pro-
cedures, enabling rescuers to jump 
into action during an emergency.

“There is a lot of equipment and 
training that’s involved. Everyone 
has prior training, so this is a 
refresher we give every winter,” 
said Fire Chief Robert Parsons.

The fire department uses a spe-
cialized sled that was developed 
right here in Spencer by former 
resident Robert Beer. The appara-
tus, developed several years ago, 
is now in use around the world. It 
allows rescuers to distribute their 

weight during responses on thin 
ice; the sled also features flotation 
capabilities. 

Additionally, the fire department 
uses immersion suits that help com-
bat frigid waters during rescues. 
The combination of equipment and 
apparel enables rescuers to brave 
challenging conditions.

“All of the equipment works 
extremely well. Years ago, they 
used to throw a ladder or ropes to 
someone in the water. Things are 
a lot different now,” Parsons said.

Of course, first responders also 
have to be trained on how to res-
cue our four-legged friends. Earlier 
this winter, Spencer firefighters 
joined their counterparts in North 
Brookfield to rescue a deer that 
had fallen through thin ice on Lake 
Lashaway. Firefighters have also 
seen plenty of dog rescues over the 
years.

Looking ahead, firefighters are 
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Spencer firefighters take part in an ice rescue training session last week.

Local firefighters 
train for ice rescues
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Few people are fluent 
in tax language; fewer still enjoy the 
process of making tax-related prepara-
tions. But for one local business owner, 
her mastery of the field has allowed 
her to help residents navigate an often 
slippery slope.

Danielle Perron belongs to a unique 
cadre of local experts who look forward 
to the dreaded tax season. Her business, 
Everyday Business & Tax Solutions, is 
located in Leicester’s Northeast Pizza 
plaza (1205 Main St.). She has been in 
operation for more than two years, and 
she is always eager to assist residents 
seeking guidance.

“I love tax language, but I surely know 
that’s not the case for everyone,” Perron 
said. “One of my favorite parts of being 
a tax professional is the opportunity to 
help taxpayers understand their taxes 
and what factors into their refund or tax 
due. [I enjoy] helping them plan for any 
changes ahead and making them feel 
confident in knowing how their chang-
es will affect their bottom line.”

The business specializes in person-
al and business tax preparation, pay-
roll services, and bookkeeping. Having 
served as a tax preparer for ten years, 
Perron has gained experience across 
multiple categories that adds to her ver-
satile skill set.

But unlike many specialists in her 
field, it’s not all about the numbers for 
Perron.

“I value the time and attention spent 
with clients just as much as the work 
itself. I wanted to create a space where 
taxpayers of all levels and complex-
ities would feel comfortable opening 
up about their individual situations,” 
Perron said. “A lot can change from 
one year to the next, and having a tax 

preparer who takes the time to listen 
can make all the difference in making 
sure you are getting everything you are 
eligible for.”

Having earned the designation of 
Enrolled Agent, Perron is able to prac-
tice before the IRS, represent taxpayers 
facing audits, and prepare returns of all 
types. For residents who aren’t comfort-
able with managing their taxes or don’t 
have the time – or those who might be 
facing action from the IRS – Perron is 
eager to step in and help.

“Just consider me your tax land tour 
guide, navigating around income and 
deductions and keeping an eagle eye out 
for any potential potholes in the road 
ahead.”

Perron holds the following hours of 
operation during tax season: Mondays 
and Tuesdays from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 
1:30-5 p.m.; Wednesdays from 9 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. and 1:30-7 p.m.; Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Fridays from 9 a.m.-4 
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For local tax 
expert, it’s 
about more 
than numbers

East Brookfield 
firefighters receive 
COVID vaccine
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East Brookfield firefighters and several other local first 
responders received COVID-19 vaccinations last week.
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Danielle Perron’s business keeps her plenty 
busy during tax season.

In-person 
classes resume at 

area schools
IBY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – It’s back to class this 
week for students in the Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School District, 
following a two-week hiatus due to 
COVID-19. 

Schools were closed from Jan. 5-18. 
In a letter released to the communi-
ty last week, SEBRSD Superintendent 
Paul Haughey informed parents and 
students that schools would reopen on 
Tuesday, Jan. 19.

“The Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District received 
guidance from local and state officials 
– including the State Epidemiologist 
– that it is now safe to reopen our 
schools,” Haughey wrote. 

In-person classes were expected to 
resume for all of the district’s schools 
on Jan. 19. Moving forward, the dis-
trict will continue with the alternating 
hybrid education schedule, with cer-
tain days designated as remote learning 
days. This will allow all buildings and 
equipment to be properly sanitized.

Earlier this month, following a rash 
of positive COVID-19 tests among dis-
trict staff members, Haughey and his 
team made the decision to briefly re-en-
ter fully remote learning. On Jan. 4, 
more than 14 staff members or close 
contacts of students had tested positive 
for the virus. Several additional con-
tacts had reported symptoms but hadn’t 
received their test results.

Looking ahead, school officials urge 
the entire community to follow health 
guidelines so schools and businesses 
can stay open. With the holiday season 
behind us – and vaccinations continu-
ing in stages – local officials are hopeful 
that the rate of COVID-19 community 
spread will decline.

Meanwhile, school leaders continue 
to work with health specialists to moni-
tor daily conditions and make challeng-
ing decisions.

“We continue to follow sound proto-
cols aligned with expert health guid-
ance to ensure we are doing everything 
we can to protect the health of our 
staff, students, and families,” Haughey 
added. “During the temporary closure, 
our custodial staff thoroughly cleaned 
and disinfected all classrooms and com-
mon areas across each of our school 
buildings.”

All students, educators, and staff 
members are required to wear face cov-
erings at school, unless medically or 
otherwise exempted. Social distancing 
and frequent hand-washing are also 
urged to help diminish the spread. 

Parents are reminded that the battle 
against COVID-19 starts at home. If 
your child is displaying symptoms of 
the virus, take precautions and avoid 
sending your child to school.

The primary symptoms of COVID-19 
are shortness of breath, coughing, and 
fever or chills. Other symptoms include 
congestion, sore throat, nausea, abdom-
inal pain, body aches, and loss of taste 
or smell. 

“We look forward to reopening the 
Spencer-East Brookfield Regional 
School District and resuming in-per-
son teaching and learning,” Haughey 
said. “I encourage everyone to continue 
doing their part to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19 and other illnesses in our 
learning community.” 

Guardians are also reminded to have 
contingency plans in place, as COVID-
19 conditions can change quickly. The 
fully remote learning option is avail-
able to district leaders throughout the 
year, if conditions worsen again. 
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LEICESTER – Two suspects are fac-
ing multiple charges following a police 
pursuit last week.

The Jan. 14 incident began at approx-
imately 2 p.m., when Leicester police 
officers observed a vehicle that had 
been reported stolen out of Spencer 
earlier in the week. The vehicle was 
spotted on Route 9 in Cherry Valley. 

Police attempted to stop the vehi-
cle, but the driver turned onto Church 
Street and then Boyd Street. The vehicle 
ultimately ran off the roadway, police 
said, and two suspects fled the scene 
on foot.

One suspect was located by Leicester 
police detectives in the area of the 
Princeton Street and Towtaid Street 
intersection. The other suspect ran into 
the woods, requiring the deployment of 
the State Police K-9 unit and the Central 

Mass. Law Enforcement Council’s 
drone team. 

The second suspect was eventually 
apprehended by authorities.

Late last week, police announced 
the suspects as Tyrone Valentine, of 
Boston (passenger), and Elgan Webster 
of Southbridge (driver). 

Both suspects are facing multiple 
motor vehicle charges. Valentine is fac-
ing additional narcotics charges.
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Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, 
Crooked Creek Farm sells 

local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages you can order by Email or by Phone. 
CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308

www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Now Offering 
CSA Packages!
Please call for full details.

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street
Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

p.m.; and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Sessions outside of these hours are 

available by appointment. Remote ser-
vices are also available, and consulta-
tions are always free to residents with 
questions.

Additionally, essential workers will 
receive a discount of 15 percent off. 

To learn more about the business, 
visit www.everydaybusinessandtax.
com. You can also call 508-892-5282, or 
check out the business on Facebook. 
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Testing leftover seeds for viability
The beginning of a 

new year finds many 
gardeners preparing 
for the growing season 
ahead. Clearing space 
to start seeds indoors, 
inventorying seeds and 
supplies, and ordering 
seeds, plants, and more 
are usually part of the 
process.

While organizing, 
you may uncover seeds from past sea-
sons. Do not discard these just yet. 
When seeds are stored properly, many 
can last from one to five years or more.  

Seeds stored in a cool location like 
the refrigerator in an airtight container 
maintain their viability best. But even 
those stored in less-than-ideal condi-
tions may surprise you. Older seeds 
may still sprout once they pass their 
average life expectancy, but you are 
likely to see a reduction in the success 
rate.

The type of seed also influences how 
long seeds can be stored and remain 
viable. Start by checking the expira-
tion date on the seed packet. Onions, 
parsley, and parsnip seeds usually last 
one year.  Corn, okra, and peppers two 
years; beans and peas for three years; 
tomatoes, turnips, beets, chard, and 
watermelon four years; and Brussels 
sprouts, cabbage, muskmelons, radish-
es, and spinach last for five years.

The same principles apply to saved 
flower seeds. Marigold and zinnia seeds 
can maintain good viability for two to 
five years; ageratum, nasturtium, sun-

flowers, and yarrow 
for three to five years; 
monarda four years, 
and calendula for four 
to six years.  

But the longer you 
grow plants, the more 
likely you are to push 
the limits. This often 
results in unexpected 
success or valuable 
insight for future gar-

dening endeavors. 
When in doubt use this quick-and-

easy test to see if your seeds will sprout. 
Place ten seeds on a damp paper towel. 
Roll up the towel with seeds inside, 
place in a plastic bag and store in a 
warm location.

After a week or so, unwrap the paper 
towel and check the seeds for sprouting. 
If nothing has happened, rewrap the 
seeds and wait a few more days.

If all the seeds have sprouted, you 
have 100% germination and can plant 
the seeds as recommended on the pack-
age. If only half the seeds sprout, for 
example, you will need to plant the 
seeds twice as close together to compen-
sate for the lower germination rate.  

The sprouted seeds can be planted 
indoors or out depending on the time of 
year, available space, and your climate. 

If none of the seeds sprout, consider 
breaking out the glue and getting the 
family involved in turning these left-
over seeds into works of art. Select a 
variety of sizes, shapes, and colors to 
create your masterpiece on wood or 
heavyweight card stock. Large seeds 

like beans, peas and corn are easy for 
crafters of all ages to handle. Use twee-
zers for finer seeds that add detail and 
texture to your creation.

Testing seeds now can help you save 
money when placing your seed order. 
You can focus your planting budget on 
new seeds and supplement with your 
existing inventory.

Melinda Myers is the author of more 
than 20 gardening books, including 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds & Blooms 
magazine and her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Photo Melinda Myers

Older seeds may still sprout, but it is likely there will be a reduction in the success rate.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS
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Charles ‘Charlie’ William Byrer and Janice ‘Jan’ (Spence) Byrer, of Morgantown, 
W.V. and Brookfield, were married on Jan. 24, 1971 in Brookfield.  Both met while 
serving in the army at Walter Reed Medical Center, Baltimore, Maryland.  They 
moved to Morgantown, WV 47 years ago where Charlie served at the Department 
of Energy and both were active in many community and faith-based organizations.  
Charlie and Jan reside in Morgantown, W.V. and also live in Brookfield so they 
can enjoy family in the Brookfield and New England area.  Charlie and Jan actively 
attend the Brookfield Congregational Church.  Charlie and Jan’s five children, their 
spouses and thirteen grandchildren are thankful for the godly example of Charlie 
and Jan’s marriage.  

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Leicester police arrest two men 
following pursuit

ENTERTAINMENT AND 
EVENTS

DON’T MISS 
A THING!

Email 
Us!

What’s On 
Your Mind? 
We’d Like to 

Know. 
Email us your 
thoughts to:

News@
stonebridgepress.

news
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

REAL ESTATE

SPENCER ALMANAC

BROOKFIELD 
$305,000, 46 Fiskdale Rd, Rossi, 

Jonathan, andRossi,Amanda M, to 
Mazzone, Nicholas.

$257,000, 13 Rice Corner Rd, St 
Amand Marguerite EE st, and 
Miville, Thomas R, to Dupuis, Nelson 
G, and Dupuis, Celeste M.

$189,900, 31 River St, Terry, Marcia 
M, andTerry,David A, to Boudreau, 
Nicholas.

$75,000, Lake Rd #A, Wilfred A 
Steadman T, and Steadman, Dana C, 
to Skowyra, Steven.

$75,000, Lake Rd #B, Wilfred A 
Steadman T, and Steadman, Dana C, 
to Skowyra, Steven.

$75,000, Rice Corner Rd #G, Wilfred 
A Steadman T, and Steadman, Dana 
C,to Skowyra, Steven.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$110,000, 248 E Main St, Prizio, John 

M, to Prizio, Pamela.

LEICESTER
$470,000, 6-8 Boyd St, Green, 

Michael L, andGreen,Teresa J, to 
Alzuhairi, Mushtaq.

$260,000, 197 Auburn St, Simpson, 
Michael, andSimpson, Sarah, to 
Toscano, Byron J, and Toscano, 
Courtney B.

$155,000, 7 West St, Connolly, Mark 

E, and US Bank NATr, to US Bank 
NATr.

$30,000, South St #48, Touche RT, 
and Shea, Chester V, to Modern 
Structures Inc.

$30,000,South St #49, Touche RT, 
and Shea, Chester V, to Modern 
Structures Inc.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$285,000, 18 Bell Rd, Day, Shaun N, 

to Finkel, Renee M.

SPENCER
$345,000, 19 Condon Dr, Lednar, 

Justin M, and Lednar, Patricia A, to 
Saydee, Harrison M, and Kagotho-
Saydee, Mary.

$320,000, 124 E Charlton Rd, 
Breitenfeld, April D, to Breitenfeld, 
Marissa D.

$284,500, 98 Chestnut St, Nugent, 
Michael K, to Rodriguez, Erlindo E.

$224,900, 3 Casey St, Delorge, 
Matthew E, to Fahey, Julianne M.

WARREN
$359,900, 96 Town Farm Rd, 

Fountain & Sons Const Co, to 
Murphy, Robert, and Murphy, Stacey.

$258,000, 45 Keyes St, Shuron, 
Brian J, and Shuron, Christine L, to 
Alkalmchy, Mayssam R, and Hawass-
Alkalmchy, Karima.

$231,000, 779 Town Farm Rd, 

Mcnamara, Wayne T, and Mcnamara, 
Denise M, to Wagner, Ralph E.

$215,000, 47 A St, Morency, Michael 
C, to Johnson, Robert, and Johnson, 
Gina.

$90,000, 51 Parkview St, USA HUD, 
to Shea, Michael S.

$32,000, Washington St, Mooney, 
John L, to Paquette, Justin, and 
Paquette, Meaghan.

$25,000, Brimfield Rd, Beaulieu, 
Scott, to Como, Susan.

$25,000, Brimfield Rd, Beaulieu, 
Scott M, to Lone Oak Enterprises 
LLC.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$750,000, 40 Birch Cv, Donahue, 

Kevin M, and Donahue, Carol P, to 
Berry, Mark, and Berry, Martha.

$710,000, 67 Burrington Rd, 
Woodward, Matthew D, to Wilner, 
David.

$200,000, 46 Pleasant St, Vacarr, 
Danielle S, to Molloy, Julia C.

$55,000, 140 Wigwam Rd, Bear 
Hill FT, and Standish, Lauren A, to 
Littauer, Benjamin T.

$21,500, 5 Foster Hill Rd, 
Wilmington Svgs Fund Soc, to 
Anderson, Robert, and Buzzell, 
Joshua.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD – No 
one can ever fill the shoes of 
the late Diane Nichols, but new 
Senior Center Director Sharon 
Donovan is working hard to 
support residents through a 
challenging time.

Donovan was chosen to head 
the North Brookfield Council 
on Aging in November, fol-
lowing the untimely passing 
of Nichols earlier in the fall. 
Donovan not only inherited 
a senior community reeling 
from the loss of its director, but 
also struggling to navigate the 
pandemic. 

Over the last several weeks, 
Donovan and her team have 
jumped in and faced the array 
of challenges. It’s already been 
a punishing winter for seniors, 
but they have confidence in 
their leadership team moving 
forward.

“The unexpected October 
passing of beloved COA 
Director, Diane Nichols, left the 
North Brookfield Senior Center 
without her spirited leadership 
and legacy of excellence for the 
first time in her many years of 
service,” Donovan said. “While 
a handful of dedicated volun-
teers continued to distribute 
free Hannaford bread and 
goodies to seniors on Tuesday 
mornings – and some seniors 
continued for a while with a 
guided exercise class one day a 

week in the parking lot – regu-
larly scheduled programming 
at the Center pretty much came 
to a hard stop.”

For Donovan, the thought of 
seniors feeling isolated and dis-
connected from their commu-
nity this winter was unbear-
able. Determined to ensure the 
continuity of vital services and 
community relationships, she 
was eager to announce her can-
didacy for the position.

“Our seniors want and 
deserve local access to vital ser-
vices. [They want] to connect 
with their friends and neigh-
bors, and to experience that 
strong sense of belonging that 
ensures seniors are thriving 
– not just surviving – in our 
community,” Donovan said. 
“As with many small towns 
in Massachusetts, the Senior 
Center provides these import-
ant services and experiences, 
so it’s vital that they remain 
open and operating as safely as 
possible.” 

Donovan recently produced 
a state-mandated Senior Center 
reopening plan. The document 
was presented to the Boards 
of Health and Selectmen for 
their consideration. Donovan 
believes her extensive experi-
ence in senior services helped 
greatly with this process, and 
she looks forward to leading 
the Senior Center into better 
months ahead.

“I believed in my heart of 
hearts that my credentials, 

background, and passion for 
service to our community were 
just the right fit, and that I 
could continue to build upon 
Diane’s legacy of excellence 
here if I were honored enough 
to be selected,” Donovan said. 

After earning a graduate 
degree in healthcare manage-
ment, Donovan has enjoyed a 
lengthy career in healthcare 
administration, senior care 
marketing, and small busi-
ness development. She has 
also worked in commercial 
and investment real estate con-
sulting, large-scale property 
management, and communi-
ty-building and programming. 

Donovan’s many years of 
experience across multiple sec-
tors have prepared her well for 
the challenges ahead. She has 
recently earned several certi-
fications on safe senior opera-
tions during the era of COVID-
19. 

Donovan’s training sessions 
and certifications included the 
following categories: food safe-
ty manager certification and 
COVID-19 precaution training; 
ServeSafe takeout certifica-
tion; and ServeSafe delivery 
certification. 

“I’ll be able to competent-
ly oversee all aspects of food 
preparation protocol and ser-
vice when we resume kitchen 
operations to help ensure our 
guests are safe and protected,” 
Donovan added.   

One of Donovan’s main goals 

this winter is to keep seniors 
informed. The Center’s month-
ly newsletter has been a help-
ful tool, featuring information 
on ways seniors can stay con-
nected. The newsletter also 
promotes the volunteer work 
being done through the pan-
demic to assist residents.

“As we reflect on this year 
in which we’ve had to face so 
many unforeseen challeng-
es, including the loss of our 
beloved Senior Center Director 
Diane Nichols, let us also take 
a moment to appreciate the 
many ways our community 
has come together in this time 
of need,” Donovan wrote in 
the December 2020 issue of the 
newsletter.   

Even though the pandemic 
has kept many seniors apart, 
several groups have utilized 
masks and social distancing 
to continue seeing each other. 
The Senior Center’s Queens 
Knitting Group has taken 
on projects this winter, and 
seniors have also been active 
with donations and volunteer-
ism. 

Additionally, virtual activ-
ities and local cable channel 
senior programming have 
helped seniors stay engaged 
with their friends and the com-
munity. These programs will 
continue through the winter 
to prevent seniors from feeling 
isolated.

“Think of this type of pro-
gramming as just one more 

way folks can participate in 
classes and informational ses-
sions that won’t require live 
attendance,” Donovan said. “I 
would love to hear from you 
about the types of programs 
and events you’d like to see 
in the new year. Together, we 
could create a fun and interest-
ing calendar of programs and 
events geared toward those 
aged 50-plus.”

The Senior Center also 
recently announced that Diana 
Byron, of Dhyana Yoga and 
Wellness, will prepare a lineup 
of programs for the new year. 
These include five 45-minute 
guided meditation sessions 
designed to help relieve stress.

Senior Center officials are 
tentatively planning to reopen 
on Monday, Feb. 1. Plans are 
subject to change based on 
COVID-19 conditions.

Masks and social distancing 
will be required when guests 
return. Senior Center officials 
are working with health lead-
ers to establish additional safe-
ty protocols for reopening. 

“Let’s stay diligent and make 
sure we each do our part to 
keep one another safe and 
healthy,” Donovan said.

For more information about 
upcoming events, call the 
Senior Center at 508-867-0220.

The Center is located at 29 
Forest St.

New director takes the reins at 
North Brookfield Senior Center

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – With financial hard-
ships on the rise and local food 
pantries strained, the Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School District 
has stepped up to assist struggling 
families. 

The district has provided far more 
than education to students during the 
pandemic. Since March 23 of last year 
(shortly after the COVID-19 crisis 
began to rapidly expand in local com-
munities), the SEBRSD has served 
more than 64,367 meals to students.

Since the first day of school in 
September, the district has served 
46,037 meals. School officials thank 
everyone involved in the preparation 
and distribution efforts for their hard 
work in helping families in need, 
especially the district’s Food Service 
Department.

“Year to date, our Food Service 
Department has served more break-
fast this year than in the past three 
years combined,” read a statement 
released by SEBRSD Superintendent 
Paul Haughey.

School-distributed meals are 
already assembled upon distribution; 
they can then be heated and served. 
Daily breakfasts and lunches are pro-
vided together in a paper bag. 

District leaders are grateful for the 

efforts of staff members eager to help. 
With several parents losing jobs or 
hours due to the virus, food insecu-
rity continues to mount this winter. 
Families and seniors have had an 
especially difficult time; many guard-
ians have had to make career sacrific-
es to be available for remote learning. 

“We know it’s been a challenging 
year. However, we are so happy about 
the progress we have made as a depart-
ment within the regional school dis-
trict,” read the statement released by 
Superintendent Haughey. “We are hum-
bled and grateful for the opportunity to 
provide our families with this essential 
service.”

If you have questions about food ser-
vices provided by the school district, 
please reach out to the SEBRSD’s Food 
Service Director, Brianne Pulver. She 
can be reached at 774-200-7162, or by 
email at pulverb@sebrsd.org.

District officials also thank parents 
and students for their cooperation and 
patience over the last year. The district 
had to return to fully remote learn-
ing this month due to several positive 
COVID-19 tests among staff members. 
This led to even more sacrifices made by 
weary guardians and students, includ-
ing the loss of some sports seasons. 

“Thank you again for allowing 
us to be of service to you,” read 
the SEBRSD statement. “We deeply 
appreciate your partnership and sup-
port.”

DUDLEY — Many hard-working stu-
dents at Nichols College in Dudley have 
achieved Dean’s List or President’s List 
honors during the fall 2020 semester.

The Dean’s List and President’s List 
give recognition to those students who 
achieve high grades during a single 
semester. In order to be included on 
the Dean’s List, a student must have a 
minimum grade point average of 3.5 for 
at least 12 undergraduate credit-hours 
and must have received no grades below 
B- during the semester. Students whose 
semester grade point average is 3.85 or 
higher for at least 12 undergraduate 
credit-hours and no grades below B- will 
receive President’s List honors.

Emma Barnes of East Brookfield has 
achieved Dean’s List honors.

Desiree Butler of West Brookfield has 
achieved Dean’s List honors.

Jayme Dowd of Spencer has achieved 
Dean’s List honors.

Anthony Ellis of Rochdale has 
achieved Dean’s List honors.

Nicole Murray of Brookfield has 
achieved Dean’s List honors.

Jocelyn Nace of Spencer has achieved 
Dean’s List honors.

Connor Niddrie of Leicester has 
achieved Dean’s List honors.

Adam Phillips of Brookfield has 
achieved President’s List honors.

Cody Roberts of North Brookfield has 
achieved President’s List honors.

Julian Torres of Rochdale has 
achieved President’s List honors.

Alexandria Bolduc of Spencer has 
achieved Dean’s List honors.

Charles Courtney of Spencer has 
achieved Dean’s List honors.

Reece McLeod of Leicester has 
achieved Dean’s List honors.

Anastasia Noyes of Spencer has 
achieved President’s List honors.

Demitria Wrobel of West Brookfield 
has achieved President’s List honors.

About Nichols College
Nichols College is a college of choice 

for business and leadership education 
as a result of its distinctive career-fo-
cused and leadership-based approaches 
to learning, both in and out of the class-
room, and through impactful research 
and professional education. Students 
thrive in a learning and living environ-
ment that is supported by an experien-
tial business curriculum and a strong 
liberal arts foundation aimed at trans-
forming them into tomorrow’s leaders. 
Nichols also offers master’s degrees in 
business, leadership, accounting, and 
counterterrorism, as well as a range of 
certificate programs, to promote career 
advancement for today’s professionals.

School District steps 
up to keep students fed

Nichols College  
students named to Fall 

2020 Honors List

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • 508-769-6603
Leicester, MA

Fully Insured

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$275
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
—  North Brookfield Savings 
Bank was not able to host their 
in-person Annual Employee 
Appreciation event in October 
to thank all of the employees for 
their dedication to the success of 
the Bank and their commitment 
to supporting our customers and 
local communities. Instead, the 
Bank honored their employees 
with mid-year bonuses. 

“We had to find another 
way to honor the hard work 
of these employees, especially 
amid a nationwide pandemic. 
It has changed work for all of 
us, creating some strains, but 
our employees remained stead-
fast in their ability to serve our 
customers.  Our employees have 

risen to the occasion and are 
all the true heroes here at the 
Bank,” said Andrea Healy, Chief 
Administrative and Human 
Resource Officer for the Bank.

Every year, North Brookfield 
Savings Bank recognizes and 
rewards employees for their 
dedication to the Bank and for 
the outstanding service they pro-
vide to our customers and com-
munities.  In December of 2020, 
North Brookfield Savings Bank 
honored employees who reached 
special anniversaries with the 
Bank by presenting them with 
Years of Service awards and a 
gift. This year, employees ranged 
from having five to 25 years of 
service, and over 90 years of ser-
vice combined.

The following North 
Brookfield Savings Bank 
employees received Years 
of Service Awards in 2020.

5 Years of Service
Ann Brady, Controller
Scott Garrand, Systems 

Administrator
Jessica Shimansky, 

Assistant Branch 
Manager

Jean Szela, Sr. Loan 

Servicing Representative
Debra Warman, Branch 

Cleaner

10 Years of Service
Kathleen Grigas, Senior 

Accounting Specialist
Renee Jurczyk, Branch 

Manager

20 Years of Service
Patricia Bernard, SVP, 

Compliance Officer

25 Years of Service
Darlene Jarnagan, BSA 

Officer, Deposit Compliance 
Specialist

“Congratulations to these 
wonderful employees for reach-
ing their Years of Service mile-
stones,” said Donna Boulanger, 
North Brookfield Savings Bank 
President and CEO. “Each one 
of them has contributed to the 
Bank’s overall success and has 
shown their commitment to pro-
viding our customers and com-
munities with the best service 
possible, even in the toughest 
of times. They make our team 
stronger every day and continue 
to emulate our Core Values.”

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Free Consultation

Private In-Home Training

Serving Central MA

Stop Problem Behavior Before it Starts 

Modify Undesirable Behavior

Paige’s 
Basic Obedience Training

with MUTUAL RESPECT and TRUST

Paige Smith
Dog Trainer • 508.867.6901

Hi there, my name is Sasha! I am a sweet shepherd mix looking for my new 
forever home. I’ve been here for a while, and would just love someone to give 
me the home that I need. I am not a fan of other animals, so I need a home 
where I am the only pet. I am very reactive when out around other dogs, so a 
nice fenced in yard with little to no dog neighbors would be the perfect fit for 
me. I am protective of my kennel here, and may be protective of my home, 
but with proper introduction to new people, I turn into a love bug pretty 
quickly. I am very smart and eager to learn new things. I am looking for an 
experienced dog owner that will learn to love all my quirks and understands 
what I need. If you think we’d be a good match, please come in and say hello!

We have Cats for adoption too!
Second Chance Animal Services Inc.
East Brookfield, MA• (508) 867-5525

www.secondchanceanimals.org 

Sponsored by Paige’s Basic Obedience Training
Pet of the Week
Name: Sasha
Breed: German Shepherd Mix
Sex: Female
Size: Large
Age: 4 years, 9 mos

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

NEW • USED • SALES • SERVICE

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

PAT GRADY, Leicester, MA

I would like to acknowledge Pat Grady as a Person of the 

Week. Pat has worked for the Leicester Public Library for 35 

years, and she is retiring in January 2021. Pat is currently the 

Assistant Director, but she has held a variety of roles here at 

the library. Patrons remember the story time programs she did 

for their children (or sometimes for them!). She possesses a 

wealth of institutional knowledge about the library and the 

Town, that will be greatly missed.  She is absolutely a patron 

favorite, and always has time to go the extra mile, either 

providing research guidance, computer help, or just a few 

minutes for a chat with a patron.

 – Submitted by Suzanne Hall

The holidays are over and 
we’re all looking forward to a 
better 2021!  Meanwhile, read-
ers took time out this month 
to share their favorite ideas to 
make life a little easier!  Read 
on for the latest round of hints 
from readers:

**
Some like it hot; some, not so 

much.  This reader’s quick and 
easy flavor fix gets it just right: 

 
If you like ketchup or hot 

sauce on your eggs or any 
other dish, but find the ketch-
up too mild or the hot sauce too 
spicy try mixing them together 
for the perfect combo!

Annie Wuelfing 
East Brookfield, MA 
**
This space saving tip repur-

poses a kitchen tool in the bath-
room: 

 
I have a hint for the paper. I 

actually use this one and want 
to pass it along.

In the bathroom, to hold 
the spare toilet paper rolls 
for future use, I use a kitchen 
paper towel roll holder.  I find 
that three rolls of toilet paper 
can be stored on this smaller 
version of the larger stand up 
one that many people use.

 The smaller version pro-
vides just enough storage for 
future rolls and is small enough 

to be hidden out of the way.
MC
Sturbridge, MA
**
Want perfect pasta? This 

reader’s technique perfects “al 
dente” and saves energy in the 
process:

 
Here is an energy-saving hint 

with pasta:  Bring the salted 
water for the pasta to a full boil, 
add pasta and stirring gently, 
boil 1 to 2 minutes only.  Turn 
off the burner, cover the pot 
and leave on the burner for 2-3 
minutes longer than the usual 
pasta cooking time.  Test pasta; 
if needed, recover and leave an 
additional 1-2 minutes. 

 
2nd pasta hint: before drain-

ing pasta always save a half 
cup or so of the pasta cooking 
water.  If added to your pasta 
recipe near the end of cook-
ing, the pasta water will make 
the sauce silkier and sauce 
will adhere to the pasta better.  
With pasta casseroles, it can 
also be used to loosen up any 
leftovers in the pan for later 
use!

Virginia Brousseau
Willington CT 
**
Old fashioned Mason jars are 

back in active duty with a myr-
iad of new uses, and this reader 
shares her favs:

 
It seems someone else had 

shared about the tops from 
parmesan cheese fitting Mason 
jars, boy do they ever, pint and 
quart size alike, the fit.

My new use that works great 
is for ice tea for adults!  Paper 
straws (no plastic) or pasta 
large noodle straws fit in the 
sprinkle side opening.  Straws 
stay upright and larger flip/
pour side of the lid once affixed 
to your beverage jar for the 
day, opens so you can refill eas-
ily. Just pour in more tea, soda, 
fruit juice etc. with very little 
or no touching!  Each person 
opens their own flip-side for a 
refill!

Color code the straws, one 
color per person, or add those 
wine glass charms with a 
ribbon or pipe cleaner to the 
outside of your Mason Drink 
Glass!!!

Also, heavy enough and flip-
pour side large enough open-
ing to add ice by hand or hold 

beneath the ice dispenser if 
you have one!

Quart size Mason jars are 
heavy and stay upright on your 
stove top when cooking chili, 
soup or other messy dishes.  
It’s the perfect place to stow a 
ladle or large spoon. It stays 
upright, collects drips into the 
jar and is easy to locate.

Mason jars are cheap at hard-
ware stores, etc., work like a 
charm and clean up in a dish-
washer – one more way they 
are COVID sanitize friendly!

Here are a couple of other 
tips: 

The top of vegetable oil bottle 
equals one tablespoon.  It sani-
tary to use it as a measure right 
into pan and reseal the bottle.

My trick each year putting 
the Christmas Tree and lights 
away: I have elongate spools or 
winders and I always wind the 
non-plug end onto the winder 
first.  Note the very first bulb in 
the string (end away from the 
plug) is the “blinker” the set 
comes with.  I plug the string in 
to test in one more time before 
winding the remainder on, 
with the plug last left exposed.  
Makes next year easy, plug 
in and test before stringing 
the whole tree and if one is 
burnt out or knocked loose, the 
blinker bulb moved over one at 
a time lets me test and repair 
a strand before placing on the 

tree.
Viola Bramel
Northbridge, MA 
**
Win Dinner for Two at the 

Publick House
Your tips can win you a great 

dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn 
in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a 
random drawing. One winner 
per month will win a fabulous 
three course dinner for two 
at the renowned restaurant, 
located on Route 131 across 
the town common in histor-
ic Sturbridge.  Because I’m in 
the business of dispensing tips, 
not inventing them (although I 
can take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers out 
there to share your best helpful 
hints!

 
Do you have a helpful hint 

or handy tip that has worked 
for you? Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household or 
garden matters? If so, why 
not share them with readers 
of Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers? Send questions and/or 
hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening News, 
PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered into a 
drawing for dinner for two at 
the historic Publick House Inn.

Readers Reveal their Favorite Tips and Tricks

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

North Brookfield Savings Bank 
recognizes employees 

for years of service

“Every Town Deserves a 
Good Local Newspaper”
www.StonebridgePress.com

          

Customers 
can’t find 
you if they 

can’t
 see you

Get seen 
every week 

by thousands 
of people!

Call us today  
to reserve 
your  spot

508.764.4325

If it’s important to you,  
It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com
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5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com 
Hours: Sun, Mon & Wed 8-8 • Thurs, Fri, Sat 8-9

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

WE ARE OPEN  
FOR INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 

Friday & Saturday Night  
A�er 5:00

Seafood Bowl
Full Menu - Take out still available 

T Be My Valentine T

Tue, Wed, Fri 10-5 • Thu 10-6 • Sat 10-3  
Sun & Mon: Closed

We do repairs and custom designs

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562 
cormierspencer.com • 508-885-3385

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 1/31/21 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 1/31/21 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brook�eld Locations ~

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 

Join us for some Sweet Specials Valentine’s Day Weekend  
Fri, Sat, & Sun, Feb. 12, 13 & 14. Reservations recommended.

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
HOURS

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
We will be serving Valentine’s Day Dinner, 

Sunday, February 14 from 5-8pm. 
Reservations recommended. 

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $11.95

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 2/28/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

FAMILY DINING & GIFT GUIDE

 To advertise on this page, contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or 508-909-4062

Visit these fine local establishments for 
great gifts, food, beverages & take-out too!

WE MAKE OUR OWN BREAD!

13 Mechanic St.
Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-3760  fiveloavesbakery.com
Lunch: Tues - Sat 10-3 |

Dinner: Fri & Sat Reservations OnlyBY
OB

3 Course Dinner 
Feb., 12, 13, & 14 • $50pp  

Make Sweet Memories at Five Loaves!
By Reservation Only  

Friday & Saturday: 5-8pm
Fresh Baked Bread  • Party Platters 

 Pastries, Cookies & Bars
Specialty Cupcakes & Cake Orders

Reserve now 
for Valentine’s 
Day Weekend 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Thurs. through Sat. 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Thurs. through Sat. 5:00-Close
Sunday Brunch: 10:00-1:00

Spencer Country Inn
Buy 1 Entree 

Get 1 1/2 price
With this ad. Exp 2/28/21 • Dine In Only 

Cannot be used on holidays. 

Take-out Orders Welcome for Lunch & Dinner
Just a few of our regular menu selections...

We will be serving Valentine’s Day Dinner, Sunday, February 14 from 5-8pm. 
Reservations recommended. 

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10-1pm $15.95 pp 

Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Homefries, Quiche, French Toast, Rice Pilaf, Two Hot Entrees chosen by the 
Chef, (Chicken Pot Pie, Beef Stroganoff, Stir Fry, etc), Vegetable, Hot Roast Beef & Ham carved at 

the Table, Assorted Rolls, Fresh Fruit Platter, Danish Tray, Assorted Desserts, Tossed Salad, Assorted 
Juices, Bloody Mary Punch & Coffee

(plus tax & gratuity)

DINE-IN 
or TAKE-OUT

We are using our 5 Dining 
Rooms to keep our guests 
safe and socially distant.

Join us for some sweet specials Valentine’s Day weekend 
Fri, Sat, & Sun, Feb. 12, 13 & 14 Reservations are recommended.

Lunch - Thurs. through Sat. 11:30-2:00
Sandwiches (all served w/ chips & pickle)
Choice of Ham, Turkey, or Roast Beef ...... $6.95
Veal Parmesan w/Pasta & Garlic Bread ... $11.95
Hamburger Platter w/ French Fries ............ $7.95
Chicken Parmesan 
with Pasta and Garlic Bread........................ $8.95
Baked Haddock w/ Potato and Vegetable $10.95
Broiled Sirloin Steak 
with Potato and vegetable ......................... $10.95

Dinner - Thurs. through Sat 5:00-Close; 
All Dinner entrees served with salad, potato, & vegetable

Duck au Grand Marnier. ..................... $20.95
Prime Rib - Choice Cut - Fridays & Saturdays 

Queen $18.95; King $21.95
Broiled Fresh Swordfish ..................... $17.95
Surf & Turf. .......Petite filet and three stuffed 
jumbo shrimp. ..................................... $21.95
Shrimp Scampi .................................... $18.95
Salmon-Baked, Broiled or Cajun ........ $19.95

FISH & CHIPS TO GO FRIDAYS...................$11.95

Gift 
Certificates

Reservations Accepted. Nightly Dinner Specials

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6am-2:30pm
Closed Thanksgiving Day

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
 Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
 Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
 Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
 Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Fri: Fish and Chips 
 New Special Every Saturday

Amazing 
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!

YOUR AD HERE

Just when you thought the ice was ready…

Just when we think we are 
going to have safe ice, Mother 
Nature decides to take it all 
away with a good rainstorm 
and mild temperatures. With 
only five weeks left for making 
safe ice locally, ice fishing is 
going to be another short sea-
son. Trying some fishing on the 
Cape ponds with Rod & reel is a 
good way to get out & do some 
fishing. Some of the ponds that 
are a short drive from the val-
ley include Hamblin Pond, Cliff 
Pond, and Mashpee Pond. They 
are heavily stocked with trout 
in the spring & fall. 

Hamblin Pond is a favorite of 
mine, and has provided some 
great trout fishing all season 
long. Fishing at the beach 
area at Hamblin, is the best, 
and launching a small boat or 
Kayak is easy. Be sure to wear 
your life preserver if you are 
fishing from a boat. The beach 
area has a slow shallow draft, 
and wearing a good pair of 
waders can have you right into 
some impressive trout, which 
consist mainly of Rainbow & 
Brook trout. Shiners and grubs 
are the ideal bait for catching 
trout, not to forget the Power 
Bait line. 

Massachusetts Wildlife 

recently signed a conserva-
tion restriction in the towns 
of Shutesbury, Pelham, & 
Leverett. The 2,038-acre parcel 
of property will ensure that the 
land will be open to the public, 
for all outdoor activities for 
many years to come. The land 
is known as the Walter Cowls 
,Jones Working Forest.

The latest report on the 
Massachusetts 2020 deer har-
vest for 2020, came close to 
breaking the 2018 deer harvest 
record, with archers again hav-
ing the highest number of deer 
harvested. The numbers are as 
follows: Youth deer hunt 120,  
Paraplegic hunt 2, Archery 
6,552,  Shotgun 4,855, Primitive 
arms, 2,802, for a state total of 
14,331. The numbers are pre-
liminary, and could change a 
bit. Unfortunately, the cross-
bow bill did not pass again last 
year.

This writer reported on the 
planned increase in the saltwa-
ter fishing license for 2022 in 
Mass. & raising the free license 
to 70 years old. Increases in the 
regular hunting and fishing 
license are also on the table for 
2022. I understand that there 
will be a virtual meeting for 
license holders on zoom or 
some other site, for those that 
may have any comments on 
the planned increases in the 
coming weeks. Stay Tuned!

The Uxbridge Rod & Gun 
Club membership chairper-
son Janice Neitz has set up a 
Venmo account for member-
ship renewal this year because 
of the pandemic. You can e - 
mail her at uxbmembership@

gmail.com if you have any 
questions. The club has also set 
out new application forms at 
the club that can be picked up 
any day. They need to be filled 
out and mailed or brought to 
the club with your check. Your 
2021 membership can be picked 
up the following week.

The pond Chairman, Ed 
Gervis, reported that the pond 
will be stocked with trout this 
Friday. Depending on the ice 
condition of the pond, fishing 
may or may not start the same 

day. Be sure to check the signs 
at the pond ,that show the pond 
is open or closed. Stay off of 
unsafe ice! Many clubs in the 
valley will not be stocking 
there pond this year because of 
unsafe ice. The spring derbys 
are still being planned!

Steelhead fishing in upstate 
New York was a bit slow, but 
started to pick up this week, 
according to Fat Nancy’s 
Tackle Shop in Pulaski, N.Y.  
You need to be in top physical 
shape to do any type of fishing 

at this time of year, especially 
fishing on the Salmon River. 
For those that can make a trip 
to New York to fish for Steel 
Head, the rewards are great.  
This week’s picture shows 
local legend, Dan Southwick 
with a nice steel head caught 
on an earlier trip.  

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep 
Them Rods Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

News,  
really close to home StonebridgePress.com



6  SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, January 22, 2021

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.20
150-300 ..................$1.85
300-500 ..................$1.65
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 1/18/21 was $2.07 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%

Driver 
Discretion

Chicken Cutlet  
Chicken Parm Sub

Sm. 8” $4.49 
Lg. 12” $5.49

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

JANUARY SPECIALS
Hamburg 

Pizza
Sm. $4.99  
Lg. $7.99

NEW 
full rack of ribs, 
FF & coleslaw 

$15.95
1/2 Rack $9.95

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brook�eld Locations ~ 
www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

  Community 
      Connection

Your area guide to local businesses!

I don’t think I’ll find many that will 
disagree that our nation is in turmoil. 
From an election that a large minority 
of our friends and neighbors feel was 
stolen, to an assault on our nation’s 
Capital, the concern about what will 
come next is eerie.

There has never been a more import-
ant moment than now for both sides, 
red and blue, liberal and conservative, 
to consider the attitude and wisdom of 
Abraham Lincoln ...

“With malice toward none, with char-
ity for all, with firmness in the right 
as God gives us to see the right, let us 
strive on to finish the work we are in, to 
bind up the nation’s wounds ...”

We are on a dangerous path, only 
a few steps away from a point of no 
return. Let’s not take those last few 
steps.

Can it begin now, with us?
We need a peaceful transfer of power 

without any hitches and we need a new 
administration that enters office in the 
spirit of Abraham Lincoln.

“With malice toward none, with char-
ity for all, with firmness in the right 
as God gives us to see the right, let us 
strive on to finish the work we are in, to 
bind up the nation’s wounds...”

Yes, our nation is wounded. Anything 
less than this attitude carries the poten-
tial of lighting a powder keg. It’s a mat-
ter of choice at this moment. President-
Elect Joe Biden can calm his support-
ers and move forward with malice 
towards none and with charity for all. 
Extremists on the side of the left are 
using words like, ‘purge’ and ‘punish-

ment’ when talking about 
those on the right who sup-
ported President Trump. 
Make no mistake about it, 
President Trump has acted 
like a petulant child in the 
weeks leading up to the 
attack on our Capital. His 
careless words were and 
are dangerous. 

I implore us all, red or blue, liberal 
or conservative, to abandon the violent 
and angry rhetoric and come together 
as friends and neighbors. We may see 
the world differently ... but we are still 
friends and neighbors.

I was taught a valuable lesson by my 
former, Pastor, Dr. Dan Boone. I was 
CEO who was at odds with a business 
competitor. We both attended the same 
church and the aggressive businessman 
within me was screaming, “Go in for 
the kill” and I easily could have. I had a 
clear advantage, and I could have ended 
my competitor’s business. Over lunch. 
My pastor said, “Oh. I’m wondering if 
you’d do me a favor.”

I assured him that I would. He then 
told me of a local business that was in 
trouble and asked, “Will you pray for 
Tom and Mary? (not real names) “There 
business is in trouble and a failure will 
cause them to lose everything.” He was 
of course talking about my competitor.

I gave my word and prayed for them 
daily. My attitude changed. I found a 
way that my success would not cause 
their failure. I have never regretted the 
decision to back off. My prayers for a 
competitor created compassion and an 

invaluable realization.
Life isn’t a zero-sum 

game. For one side to win 
the other doesn’t have to 
lose. I’ll admit that I didn’t 
vote for President-Elect Joe 
Biden, but now he’s first on 
my daily prayer list.

Even if you were a candi-
date, your success in life didn’t depend 
on this election. Your personal happi-
ness wasn’t destroyed or created by who 
won or lost. Your happiness is a choice. 
If you are angry and miserable, it is 
because you chose to be so.

I happened upon a delightful movie 
on Netflix this week. “Full Count” is a 
story of a young athlete’s success that 
was unfairly stolen from him and how 
he deals with his future. After many 
twists and turns he comes to a life 
changing realization. “Life isn’t going 
to make you happy. Your happiness is 
going to make your life.” Lots of wisdom 
in those words.

So, what’s my point? The election 
is over. On January 20, 2021, a new 
administration will take office. Let us 
stop being Biden or Trump supporters 
and be supporters of our country and 
each other. For those of you who pray, 
I’m asking you to join me in praying for 
peace and unity.

First, let’s pray for the health of our 
new President and administration, let’s 
pray for wisdom to move our country 
successfully forward and for compas-
sion for, and from, our new leadership. 

Let’s also pray for President Trump 
and his supporters. Pray that he will 

come to terms with his loss and move 
forward the rest of his life using his 
influence for the good of all. I pray he 
takes a lesson from the example set by 
former President Jimmy Carter.

If you’re not a praying person, set 
aside what anger you feel for your fel-
low citizens. Extend kind thoughts and 
words for all regardless of which candi-
date they supported. If your candidate 
won, rejoice ... but please do not think 
of revenge or getting even. If your candi-
date lost, pray for the success of the new 
administration.

Do not allow your joy to turn into 
vindictiveness nor let your disappoint-
ment turn to violence. We can do better 
... and will.

Only our adversaries benefit by our 
division and failure, while the entire 
world benefits from the unity and suc-
cess of the United States of America. 
Don’t allow the actions of extremists on 
either side to extinguish the beacon of 
democracy.

Will you join me in prayer and posi-
tive words and actions?

May God continue to bless the United 
States of America.

 
Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-

umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com.

Reach across the aisle in the spirit of Lincoln

GARY W. 
MOORE

POSITIVELY 
SPEAKING

Assumption students 
named to Dean’s List

Assumption students named to 
Dean’s List

WORCESTER — Assumption 
University has announced those stu-
dents named to the University’s Dean’s 
List for the fall 2020 semester. Students 
must achieve a grade point average 
of 3.5 for a five-class, 15-credit semes-
ter to be included on the prestigious 
list, which is announced at the comple-
tion of the fall and spring semesters. 
Due to the pandemic, this fall semester 
was divided into two accelerated sev-
en-week terms.

Local students include:
Joseph Facteau of West Brookfield, 

Class of 2021
Connor McCaffrey of Spencer, Class 

of 2021
Grace Marie Diaz of Spencer, Class 

of 2022
Abbey Cashman of Spencer, Class of 

2023
Matthew Escobar of Leicester, Class 

of 2023
Erin Hazelhurst of Rochdale, Class 

of 2023
Aaron Marvin of Brookfield, Class 

of 2023
Zachary Merow of Brookfield, Class 

of 2023
Lydia Petit of Rochdale, Class of 2023
Braedon Wood of Spencer, Class of 

2023
Kaden Wells of Spencer, Class of 2024
“This semester, our students faced 

unprecedented challenges due to the 
global pandemic,” said Francesco C. 
Cesareo, Ph.D., president of Assumption 
College. “Following a rapid transition 
to remote learning, students adapted 
to the new form of education deliv-
ery amid difficult circumstances. The 
Assumption community is proud of 
these students who, despite the distrac-
tions of the COVID-19 situation, were 
able to remain focused and maintain 
a commitment to their academic pro-

grams.”
An Assumption education prepares 

students to succeed in a continuous-
ly changing world and for jobs that 
do not yet exist. Steeped in the lib-
eral arts tradition, students studying 
at Assumption are exposed to a broad 
range of disciplines in the humanities, 
sciences, and social sciences as they 
explore fundamental questions char-
acteristic of the liberal arts, while also 
learning best-practices and developing 
valuable communication and criti-
cal-thinking skills, traits sought after 
by employers in nearly every industry. 
A combination of classroom theory and 
hands-on learning through internships, 
participation in community service, or 
one of the more than 60 on-campus 
clubs and organizations help students 
develop into leaders who will make a 
difference in the communities in which 
they live and work. 

For more information, visit assump-
tion.edu. 

Assumption University, found-
ed in 1904 by the Augustinians of the 
Assumption, is New England’s premier 
university for high-quality education, 
integrating career preparation and edu-
cation of the whole person, drawing 
upon the best in the rich and centu-
ries-long tradition of Catholic high-
er education. Assumption, located in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, seeks to pro-
vide students with a transformative 
education that forms graduates who 
possess critical intelligence, thoughtful 
citizenship, and compassionate service. 
The University offers 34 majors and 
49 minors in the liberal arts, scienc-
es, business, nursing and professional 
studies; as well as master’s and continu-
ing education degrees and professional 
certificate programs. For more infor-
mation about Assumption University, 
please visit www.assumption.edu.

North Brookfield resident 
completes training as 
correctional officer

WEST BOYLSTON — Worcester 
County Sheriff Lewis G. Evangelidis 
has announced the graduation of Basic 
Recruit Training Academy #54. It is 
the second class of recruits to graduate 
from the sheriff’s department training 
academy during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. 

The 54th graduating class includes 
14 new correctional officers, with four 
members who are military or still-serv-
ing reservists in the United States Army 
and Army National Guard. 

Among the newest class of correc-
tional officers is Officer Dylan Masiello 
of North Brookfield. Masiello was also 
the recipient of the Paul J. Westberg 

Banner Award, given to the recruit who 
demonstrates the most effort and enthu-
siasm during the academy. 

During his tenure, Evangelidis has 
made significant changes to the hiring 
standards in order to professionalize 
the department. All correctional officer 
applicants must have, at minimum, an 
associates degree or at least two years 
of military service.  They must also 
take and pass a written exam, physical 
fitness test, background check and psy-
chological screening test.  United States 
military applicants are given priority 
status in the hiring process.

“Our new officers have met the high-
est hiring standards in corrections 
today and have completed the finest 
training academy in Massachusetts,” 
said Evangelidis. “Corrections is a hard 
job with significant challenges, our suc-
cess although difficult to quantify will 
be measured by the crimes that are 
never committed in our community.” 

Due to COVID-19 precautions, the 
recruits avoided the formal cadence 
style entrance, presenting of the colors 
and customary pinning.  Unlike previ-
ous ceremonies, there were no invited 
guests in attendance.  Instead, a private, 
socially distanced and masked grad-
uation ceremony provided by Sheriff 
Evangelidis was held on the grounds of 
the Sheriff’s Department. 

“I am incredibly proud of our new 
officers, not only did our 54th gradu-
ating class persevere through a global 
pandemic to complete their training, 
but they now enter the field of correc-
tions overseeing the care, custody and 
control of our inmate population, many 
who are in the recovery phase from the 
ravages of an on-going opioid epidemic 
as well,” said Evangelidis.

Dylan Masiello
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Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS 
© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS 
© KITCHEN © BATHS 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

   Fall
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

50 COLORS • $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

50 COLORS • 

BUY 
FACTORY 
DIRECT 
& SAVE

NEW YEAR’S
 SALE

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Central 
 Air Conditioning 

Installed 
UNDER $10,000

H.V.A.C.

30 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com

davidsheatandac.com

508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED

Free Estimates

RUDD EQUIPMENT
13 Seer • Up to 1250 sq.ft.

MITSUBISHI
Ductless Split

HEAT PUMPS
Electrical Work Extra

MASS SAVE
Certified Contractor

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
David’s

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEEDJOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

HEATING

Glenn LeBlanc
Plastering

Specializing in 
small 

plastering jobs; 
ceilings, 

additions, 
patchwork and 
board hanging

Over 30 Years
Experience.

3rd generation.
CALL

508-612-9573

Plastering
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 1/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Jay Martinelli
MA HIC Reg #200253

Fully Insured

General repairs 
and finishing 
related to all  

aspects of home 
improvement.

508-686-0336
Email: 

whatdayaneed 
@gmail.com

HANDYMAN

What
Da Ya 
Need?

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed  

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc 
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR 
NH#17425J

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

MAIN STREET  
DRAIN CLEARING &

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Wallpaper 
Painting 

Plumbing 
Carpenter 
Flooring 

If we don’t do it you 
don’t need it done! 

Senior Citizen (65+) 
Discounts 

Give me a Call 
Rich at 

508-963-1191 

DRAINS/HANDYMAN

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washer 
Water Proofing  

Property  
Maintenance  

Delivery of Aggregate 
Cord Wood

MASONRY

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman
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25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com
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FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

To the Editor:
The East Brookfield/Brookfield 

Toys for Joy program wishes to thank 
the following, for their donations

Kermit/Jean Eaton  $50
Fred/Arlene Schofield  $50
Beth Coughlin/Karen Westerholm 

 $150

Lamoureux Ford  $500
We greatly appreciate all of those 

who support our program.

DONNA & ROGER LAFLEUR
DEBBIE MORGAN 

TOYS FOR JOY COMMITTEE OF EAST 
BROOKFIELD/BROOKFIELD

Toys for Joy program thanks donors

To the Editor: 
As representatives of Grassroots 

Central Mass., we are looking to 
our state legislators to publicly air 
their views on what happened in 
Washington, D.C. on Jan. 6. This isn’t 
a partisan issue. 

We need leaders to be account-
able and to clearly state their views 
on major events. When they don’t 
express their beliefs publicly, they 
aren’t doing their jobs. 

It is important to know if our legis-
lators believe the Nov. 3 election was 
legal and fair. It is hard to know how 
our state representatives and senators 
think and feel as Americans about the 
breach of the Capitol if we haven’t 
publicly been informed. 

We will be watching for our leg-
islators to express their views to all 
of us on these issues. We encourage 
residents to join us in calling for their 
legislators to stand up publicly as 
leaders.

When our representatives 
don’t make themselves transpar-
ent, how can we hope for unity? 
Sincerely, 

REGINA EDMONDS
WARREN

LYNNE MESCHEL
BARRE

NANCY TAME
SPENCER

FOR GRASSROOTS CENTRAL MASS 

Where do our legislators stand?

To the Editor:
Some time ago, Mr. McRae told us 

that the virus is nothing to worry 
about; just the flu. Recently, Mr. 
Robillard told us that the virus is 
just the flu. Mr. McRae lamented that 
“conservative” voices are disrespect-
ed since there was a disclaimer on Mr. 
Robillard’s article. I think that better 
handling of the Robillard letter would 
have been to not publish it.

Back when Mr. McRae’s letter was 
published, maybe you could say that 
there was some ambivalence about 
the virulence of COVID-19. There is no 
longer an excuse for Mr. Robillard’s 
statement. This gross misinformation 
about the pandemic should not be 
tolerated, since it can affect public 
health. Hopefully, nobody believes the 
statement. I laughed out loud when 
I read “I’m an engineer” when he 
launched into his analysis of masks, 
so I didn’t get as far as noticing “just 
the flu” or the disclaimer.

400,000 people have died of this so 
far in the USA. It’s obvious that we are 
going to break through 500,000 easily. 
This is not “just the flu.”

These two people are misinformed 
by Trump and his media, who repeat 
the “only the flu” statement. I suppose 
they may not be idiots, but they can-
not make informed statements when 
they do not have access to the truth. 
I’m certain they both believe “the 
election was stolen”, too, but that’s 
another issue.

Trump was interviewed by Bob 
Woodward, who was writing a book 
about him. Bob has a recording of 
Trump saying that the virus is five 
times as fatal as the flu. Of course, 
Trump, for reasons of his own, told 
a different story to the nation. One 
of the justifications of his lie was 

that he “didn’t want to scare people”, 
like we’re not grownups. Back then, 
I thought he had just been ignoring 
his briefings, so I was surprised that 
he actually knew and acknowledged 
(privately) that the virus was deadly. 
He was hoping the virus would “go 
away,” which was another commonly 
repeated public statement.

I am betting that Robillard and 
McRae never heard that recording, 
which is why they continue to make 
and support dangerous statements. 
Woodward’s book was not flatter-
ing, so right wing media must have 
ignored it. If they heard that record-
ing and still repeat the lie, though, it’s 
despicable.

I know that Trump has said that 
nobody is dying from the virus. 
These two writers listen exclusively 
to Trump and his media, so that’s 
what they believe. His argument was 
that doctors get paid more if they say 
someone died of COVID so they lie 
about the cause of death. That’s inter-
esting. Do they get more if someone 
dies of a heart attack vs. cancer, say? 
Hmmm. Maybe it’s just COVID. Who 
pays the bonus money? The hospi-
tal? The insurance companies? Ah, 
I know; it’s ANTIFA! What a joke. 
Actually, it’s not a joke since 400,000 
people are dead, and 3,000 to 4,000 
are dying per day. The allegation is a 
mendacious lie about hard working 
doctors and nurses.

Robillard made some snarky com-
ment about liberals not being able 
to handle math. So, Mr. Robillard, 
400,000 are dead. How does that com-
pare to the flu. Can you and/or McRae 
add?

ALLAN JOHANNESEN
LEICESTER

Tears for conservative snowflakes

To the Editor:
I have a feeling Mr. Biagetti is going 

to be waiting a very long time for Mr. 
Berthiaume to respond. I am sure 
Mr. Berthiaume reads this newspa-
per, and I am sure he is smart enough 
to ignore both Mr. Biagetti and Mr. 
Trump until they both go away.  

I have long said that politics is a 
team sport, and it is clear by the 
way our politicians act, especially as 
we follow them through the years. 
Politics makes odd bed fellows as they 
say and I am sure it has been uncom-
fortable to be waving the GOP flag in 
the years since Donald Trump jumped 
onto the scene. Any person with the 
wherewithal to hold public office has 
to know that Trump was uniquely 
unqualified and outright dangerous 
to hold public office… Yet, Trump 
appealed to the same base other 
Republicans needed so they couldn’t 
denounce him and at times were play-
ing a game to show how much they 
loved our dictator-wannabe.

We all should have demanded that 
Republican elected officials at all lev-
els – including State Rep — denounce 
President Trump, publicly support the 
impeachment and removal, or leave 
the party. Politics is a team sport – is 
President Trump what you who you 
want as a mascot? Are the images 
and videos of the Capitol storming 
how you want us to remember what 
the GOP stands for? Political parties 
are about shared values - it is long 

past time to either functionally expel 
Donald Trump and say, “he does not 
represent us” or it is time for you to 
leave the party and start your own 
party.  

Silence is violence.  Silence is tacit 
approval.  

Mr. Berthiaume, do you approve of 
President Trump’s behavior, misin-
formation, refusal to concede the elec-
tion he lost and incitement from Nov. 
8 through Jan. 20? We’re waiting…

Mr. Durant, do you approve of 
President Trump’s behavior, misin-
formation, refusal to concede the elec-
tion he lost and incitement from Nov. 
8 through Jan. 20? We’re waiting…

For a well-functioning single-mem-
ber plurality style electoral system, 
we need two functional parties. Now, 
I understand that Mr. Berthiaume 
and Mr. Durant have no desire to be 
Democrats – in normal times they 
don’t share values with the Democrats 
but of course in the age of an attempt-
ed autogolpe by Trump one would 
have hoped for a temporary alliance 
with the constitution over a cult-lead-
er, yet silence…  

As we come off our second week 
without the misinformation deluge 
coming from @realdonaldtrump, the 
spell should be wearing off. As we 
collectively snap out of the Trump 
era, we need to be demanding that our 
system start functioning again. The 
misinformation has to stop. 

Good riddance!

 LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important enough 

to tell all our readers to turn to the 
Opinion pages and read your Letters 
to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Spencer New 

Leader, P.O. Box 
90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550. 

Or e-mail your 
letters to the edi-
tor at news@stone 
bridge press.news. 

You’ll need 
to provide your 
name and place of 
residence, along 
with a phone 
number, so we can 
verify the letter is 
yours. 

We don’t have a set limit, but if you 
keep it around 600 words or so, you’re 
going to have a better chance at seeing 
all your words in print.

If you want to write a bit longer 
about a particular issue, maybe a guest 
Your Turn column is your cup of tea. 
If you do that, try to keep it between 
700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks and/or 
personal attacks are a no-no and could 
lead to your letter not being published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  Start 
writing!

EDITORIAL

Take your 
Vitamin D

Recent studies have suggested that 
Vitamin D is one way to build our 
immune systems against inflamma-
tion and viruses, including COVID-19.  
During summer months, it’s easy to get 
our daily dose by eating fresh fruit and 
vegetables and by spending more time 
outdoors.  However, with winter brings 
a challenge with shorter days and the 
ability to absorb the much needed vita-
min. 

During a trek to the top of a mountain 
last week, we met a doctor who went on 
to explain how, during winter months, 
the Vitamin D the sun gives off does 
not radiate to the levels high enough for 
our bodies to absorb it.  He suggested 
taking Vitamin D supplements until 
about April, advice he takes himself.  
We can also find vitamin D in oily fish, 
mushrooms and certain dairy products. 

Individuals who live in the Northeast 
during winter at higher latitudes are at 
higher risk of having a deficiency in the 
vitamin.  Experts say adults should get 
at least 600 IU per day of Vitamin D.  

It was during the 1980’s when it was 
discovered that our immune cells had 
receptors for Vitamin D, and that it 
played a crucial role in the gastroin-
testinal tract.  Experts suggest that the 
more vitamin D in your system, the less 
likely you will suffer from inflamma-
tory bowel disease or Crohn’s disease.  
Lung and gut health was also improved.  
Vitamin D offers aid to the gut by keep-
ing the micro-biome healthy. 

Of course, with all things, do not go 
overboard.  It is recommended that indi-
viduals do not take more than 4,000IU 
per day to avoid any toxic side effects.  
Vitamin D aids in calcium absorption, 
so if those levels spike, calcium levels 
may spike, affecting the kidney.  As 
with all things, always check with your 
doctor before taking any supplements. 

On another note, this winter seems 
to be flying by for some of us.  The hol-
idays seem to have come and gone in a 
flash.  We are just two weeks away from 
what many call the longest month of the 
winter, the dreaded February.  Usually 
temperatures drop well below zero, and 
stay there for far too long.  However, 
we find that if you embrace these win-
ter months, enjoy your snowy walks 
and hot cocoa you might actually find 
yourself missing these chilly, refresh-
ing days when the extreme heat hits 
this summer. 

If you’re close to retirement, you’ll 
have several financial issues to con-
sider. But you’ll want to pay attention 
to one of the most important of these 
issues: health care costs. How can you 
prepare yourself for these expenses? 
First, get an early start on estimating 
health care costs. More than two-thirds 
of those planning to retire in the next 10 
years say they have no idea what their 
health and long-term care costs will be 
in retirement, according to the Edward 
Jones/Age Wave Four Pillars of the 
New Retirement study. And some peo-
ple don’t worry much about these costs, 
which may be considerable, thinking 
that Medicare will pay for most of them.

While Medicare does cover many 
medical expenses, it also has its own 
costs. You probably won’t pay a pre-
mium for Part A (inpatient/hospital 
coverage), since you likely had this cost 
deducted from your paycheck when you 
were working. But if you are hospital-
ized, you’ll have to pay deductibles and 
coinsurance (the percentage of costs 
you pay after you’ve paid your deduct-
ible). Part B (doctor’s visits) requires 
a premium, deducted from your Social 
Security checks, and you must pay an 
out-of-pocket deductible. After you meet 
this deductible for the year, you typical-
ly pay 20% of the Medicare-approved 
amount for most doctor’s services. And 
when you enroll in Part D (prescription 
drug plan), you will likely also have 
to pay a monthly premium, an annual 
deductible and coinsurance or copays. 

To help pay for the Medicare deduct-
ible, coinsurance and copayments, you 
may want to get supplemental insur-
ance, known as Medigap. Premiums for 
Medigap vary, depending on the plan 
you choose. 

As an alternative to original Medicare, 
you could select Medicare Advantage 
(sometimes called Part C). Medicare 
Advantage plans are offered by private 
companies approved by Medicare, but 
the benefits and costs vary by plan. 
These plans generally will incorporate 
Medicare Parts A and B and will pro-
vide additional medical coverage, such 
as prescription drugs. 

When you incorporate all the above, 
the annual out-of-pocket costs for tra-
ditional medical expenses likely will 
be about $4,500 to $6,500 per year, per 
person – not insignificant, but certainly 
a number that can be addressed by care-
ful planning. 

But there’s one more expense to keep 
in mind: long-term care. The average 
cost of a private room in a nursing 
home is more than $100,000 per year, 
according to the insurance company 
Genworth. And Medicare typically pays 
few of these expenses.

Clearly, between regular medical 
costs associated with Medicare or those 
not covered by it, and costs resulting 
from the possible need for long-term 
care, your health care bills can mount. 
To meet these costs, you need to plan 
ahead – and take action.

 For example, it’s essential that you 
incorporate health care expenses into 
your overall financial strategy. You can 
also work with a financial professional 
to run some “what-if” analyses to see 
if your strategy would be derailed by a 
potential long-term care stay. And the 
professional you work with may be able 
to suggest specific protection vehicles 
that can help you meet the costs of long-
term care.

 The best time to prepare for your 
health care costs during retirement is 
well before you retire. So, if you haven’t 
already started, now is the time to do so. 
When it comes to paying for health care, 
the fewer surprises, the better.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or 
jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

Pre-retirees: 
Plan now 
for health 
care costs

JEFF 
BURDICK

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

Turn To BAGG page     A13
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
Angela Merkel and her party, the 

conservative Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU), have governed Germany 
since 2005. Sometimes she and the CDU 
have governed alone, but most often 
it has governed in partnership with 
social democrat, liberal and/or other 
conservative parties. All German par-
ties, except the far right and left, put 
governing the country well first. Most 
political and governance specialists 
rate Merkel as the best Western leader 
of her generation (and our now ex-Pres-
ident Trump the absolute worst “real” 
and terrible reasons why he-like no 
other-has been impeached twice and 
Covid-10 continues to rampage).  

This letter does not so much concern 
Merkel, but the origin of her politi-
cal party the conservative - yet open 
to cooperate with others, Christian 
Democratic Union. 

The CDU emerged out of the ashes 
out of Hitler’s racist, ethnic cleansing, 
right wing, fascist (initially weakened 
democratic) rule.

More than anyone else, Konrad 
Adenauer established the CDU. Before 
Hitler rose to power in Germany, 
Adenauer, by election, governed a 
region that included the city of Cologne 
Germany. Initially, he attempted to 
cooperate with Hitler and his fascist 
supporters and enablers. However,

He soon understood their agenda and 

resigned from public office (as did say, 
Jeff Flake). Hitler’s government twice 
“locked him up.” The second time, he 
barely escaped with his life (as possibly 
did Pelosi and Pence during the take-
over of our Capital by Trump incited 
“insurrectionists”). 

When World War II ended, Adenauer 
gathered together conservatives of 
conscience and values (like, say, 
McCain, Murkowski, Kinzinger, and 
Liz Chaney) to form the Christian 
Democratic Union political party. 

(Chaney, it seems, began the effort to 
have 10 former Secretaries of Defense, 
including her father, verify the elec-
tion of Biden and prevent Trump from 
involving  the military in our election 
processes.)

Adenauer/CDU efforts, with coopera-
tion from other parties and “civil” soci-
ety led to the re-establishment of (West) 
Germany, the redevelopment of its’ 
economy and the fruit of our “Greatest 
Generation,” the creation of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization and the 
European Union (even if, according to 
General Kelly, Trump really considers 
our soldiers “suckers and losers”). 

Adenauer and the CDU, from the 
debris of WWII, also made and paved 
the German road to success. Then later 
Merkel and her CDU turned it into a 
well-functioning, inclusive, and most 

Konrad Adenauer?
To the Editor:
As I’ve reflected on the recent sweep-

ing actions by Big Tech, it struck me 
as odd that five CEO’s even could gang 
up on Donald Trump, then the sitting 
president, and his 88 million Twitter 
followers. While Trumpsters have been 
whining online about free speech, it 
stems from the assumption that the 
only way for Trump to communicate is 
Twitter, and then Big Tech ganged up 
on the obvious Twitter alternative.

Amazon kicked Parler off the inter-
net and Parler filed a federal lawsuit 
accusing Amazon of anti-trust vio-
lations but of course that will take 
months to work its way through the 
courts. Amazon Web Services runs 45 
percent of the Internet, which hardly 
seems like a monopoly. Of course, there 
is neo-Nazi content on the internet, 
White Supremacist content, Holocaust 
denial, instructions on how to build 
weapons and bombs, illegal internet 
gambling, and just about anything else 
one would think would be banned… 
Yet, Donald Trump is wiped off the 
internet… Seems odd…

Countries such as Iran have web serv-
ers and I’ve run web servers out of my 
basement before. Hillary Clinton even 
had an email server in her basement. 
This isn’t rocket science, so how did a 
few CEO’s wipe Donald Trump from 
the internet? Answer: Gross incompe-

tence and arrogance.
Trump is incredibly non-strategic 

for this to have happened to him. He 
depended on Twitter, a private com-
pany he didn’t control, for his political 
survival. As it turns out, he had aids 
years ago that identified a permanent 
ban from Twitter as a major risk to him 
and urged him to move to Parler for his 
musings while maintaining a Twitter 
account as to not lose followers. The 
plan was for Trump to post to Parler, 
then 1 hour later an aid would copy 
& paste to Twitter. The reason for the 
delay was to encourage his supporters 
to move to Parler. Having the same 
information and following base, two 
places would remove Twitter’s “single 
point failure” which turned out to be 
their leverage. After this plan was pre-
sented to Trump, he wanted no part in 
it. He liked Twitter. It is almost as if he 
was too dumb and un-strategic to see 
the risk depending on Twitter posed 
to him.

Why hasn’t he gotten a VKontakte 
(Russian Facebook) account? VK is very 
permissive with their content and is 
known for being a haven for U.S. White 
Nationalists that have been barred by 
Facebook. Trump and his supporters 
would fit right in! VKontakte is con-
trolled by Russian oligarchs and doesn’t 

Oh, the incompetence!

To the Editor:
I don’t know about everyone else, 

but I am well beyond fed up with lies 
and alternate truth. Virtually every 
patriotic American that I know was 
sickened watching the show that went 
on in Washington, D. C. on Jan. 6. 
Our Capitol had not fallen to enemies, 
foreign or domestic, in over 200 years.  
In this instance, the atrocity was the 
work of the sitting president. The lie 
was that there was reason to question 
the validity of our national election. 

This administration’s cyber securi-
ty chief was fired for stating that we 
had conducted the most secure elec-
tion in history.

Every single instance where a 
“swing state” voted for the Democratic 
ticket was subjected to extreme scru-
tiny, recounts, sometimes multiple 
investigations. Every single state was 
certified.

We have been fairly successful at 
holding elections for about 240 years.  
While I have heard stories of impro-
prieties in the past (one of my old 
favorites is the two party operatives 
collecting names off gravestones; 
when they came upon a name with 
most of the letters in the alphabet, one 
of them said “Do we really need this 
one?” His co-worker replied “He is 
as entitled to his vote as anyone else 
in this cemetery”), I have high confi-
dence that these scenarios are largely 
addressed and corrected.

For most of my adult life, my moth-
er, a registered Republican, sat beside 
a registered Democrat as they checked 
off that they were handing ballots 
to registered voters or receiving 
those completed ballots in the voting 
machine.. While I do recall voting in 
machines the size of industrial freez-
ers, where you moved a handle that 
closed the curtain behind you and 
had levers to flip to register your vote, 
which occurred when you moved back 
the handle that opened the curtain, as 
well as the Florida “hanging chad” 
issue with punch card voting, it is my 
belief that virtually all ballots are now 
space darkened ballots that can be eas-
ily recounted at will.

While I did hope that the Georgia 
officials, who the President had asked 
to alter their vote count after a third 
count, had gone ahead and declared 
that Trump had won by one vote, 
then released the taped conversation.  
When Sen. Cruz voiced that there was 
“much speculation” about the validity 
of the election, I had to agree with the 
statement, while not the veracity of 
the contention. After all, I had heard 
it dozens of times from the President 
and echoes from his minions.  I had 
also gained knowledge that these 
instances would all be addressed in 
court.  It is my understanding that 
about half of the 62 cases were with-
drawn when judges, from both parties, 
made it clear that they had things to 
do and no tolerance for frivolous cases 
that wasted their time, and would 
advise the bar association of any such 
behavior.  Most of the rest that were 
heard, were dismissed as frivolous 
when it was clear they lacked actual 
evidence. I believe two cases were 
won, and gained the Trump cause over 
two dozen votes, but well short of the 
threshold for changing any outcome.

Even with all possible cooperation 
from the Republican swing states, 
honesty, patriotism and scrutiny, 
prompted all 50 of the states to certify 
their election counts and award their 
electors and results dictated.. It was 
the occasion of the counting of those 
electoral votes which prompted its dis-
ruption.  A rational and thinking per-
son, might ask, even if they had hung 
Mike Pence, killed Nancy Pelosi and 
Chuck Schumer, and destroyed the 
envelopes, that contained the certified 

votes, would not congress just have 
obtained new envelopes with electoral 
ballot and convened at a different time 
and place to count them?

  
I think even Mitch McConnell knew 

that this event makes the best possible 
case of the elimination of the elec-
toral college, both for the ludicrous 
fraud claims, but also because it is 
the sole reason any Republican has 
been elected president in the last 20 
years, and its elimination would end 
that possibility.  As Fred Bagg pointed 
out last week, a presidential vote in 
Wyoming carries the weight of 68 in 
California. Between gerrymandering 
and one 1,200 square mile Texas coun-
ty having just one drop box, I think we 
are well overdue to actually tweet all 
unfair and unequitable laws,, includ-
ing the constitution.

Just think, a Massachusetts resi-
dent might even have a vote for a 
Republican president count.

Before I digress, I mentioned the 
suspended electoral count. Back 240 
years ago, when a group of wealthy 
slave owning white men from 13 east 
coast states, created our Constitution, 
they not only disenfranchised the cit-
izenry from directly choosing their 
president, they defined citizenry as 
property owning white men only.  The 
population distribution then being 
somewhat different than now. Slave 
owners were granted a two-vote proxy 
for every 5 black adult males they 
owned, and no women would vote 
until 1920.  Me thinks we would not 
want to revert back to those particular 
rules, yet continue to embrace the elec-
toral college, despite the mockery it 

Stand up for truth
To the Editor:
President Trump was impeached a 

second time, and it was absolutely nec-
essary. Our system depends on equal 
branches of government. The executive 
branch can’t go inciting riots to take 
over the legislative branch, this is more 
or less what happened, and if that’s not 
an impeachable offense then nothing is. 
Weirdly though, it seems that impeach-
ing the president of the United States 
is being overshadowed by the events of 
Jan. 6, the turmoil it has set off between 
our ordinary citizens, and the after-
math we see in Washington, D.C. as 
25,000 troops are assembled to protect 
Joe Biden’s inauguration. 

When we read about this time peri-
od In the history books, folks will see 
that impeachment was a necessary 
thing, not just to hold President Trump 

accountable for inciting people to 
insurrection to try and overthrow the 
government of the United States, but 
to send a signal to anyone who might 
come after Donald Trump that if you 
try to do the same thing, there will be 
consequences.  

We are at the beginning of the middle 
of this domestic terror threat. We have 
deep fissures in this country centered 
about race. It should not be lost on any-
one that those insurrectionists at the 
Capitol were overwhelmingly white, 
members of all sorts of white suprem-
acist organizations, and the number of 
Confederate flags seen there. For those 
that have forgotten the Confederate 
flag is the flag of traitors and sym-
bol of white supremacy. Somehow 
race, extreme nationalism, Christian 

Whataboutism, riots, and impeachment

To the Editor:
Even though Trump was impeached 

once again, and he is the first president 
to be impeached twice, the impeach-
ment still doesn’t seem like the biggest 
story. The biggest story is about how 
close we came to a real coup d’état. How 
close we came to Mike Pence hanging 
in front of the Capitol and various elect-
ed officials being kidnapped. The tape 
of the president threatening the GA 
Secretary of State to “find the fraud” 
is impeachable in and of itself but it 
now seems small compared to what 
just happened. Now, we have 25,000 
National Guard troops sent from all 50 
states and all six territories. All the gov-
ernors decided to contribute troops in a 
show of unity. We have fencing around 

the Capitol campus with razor wire on 
top. We have residential neighborhoods 
that have the roads blocked for up to 
two weeks as they have a perimeter set 
up such that nobody can get close to the 
inauguration or get a sniper shot.

Trump long gushed about how much 
he loved the military, military spend-
ing, and how he was rebuilding the 
military. A few years ago, he wanted 
a North Korean style military march 
through Washington, D.C. to show 
strength and we all laughed. Who knew 
that he’d get the military show of force 
in Washington on his last day in office. 
Trump once said, “There’s going to 
be so much winning you’ll be tired of 
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all the winning…” Well, if this is what 
winning looks like, I am tired of it. Is 
this what Making America Great Again 
looks like? Greatness is 25,000 troops 
protecting the winner of the 2020 elec-
tion and successor to Donald Trump 
from Trump’s supporters?       

Of course, Trump needed to be 
impeached. If this isn’t impeachable, 
then I don’t know what is. His impeach-
ment is however not as much of a story 
about what has happened to America in 
his single term.

As for Mr. McRae’s comment about 
editorial disclaimers… It is not a left/
right issue, and if he’d like to check his 
records, I got slapped with an Editor’s 

Note in the Aug. 17, 2018 edition.
Where Mr. McRae is correct is that 

the editorial disclaimers do indeed 
end up on right-leaning letters more 
often. The reason for this: it seems is 
that right-leaning authors simply lie 
or promulgate wildly non-factual infor-
mation far more often. It isn’t just in 
the Spencer New Leader, but there is 
far more provably false information 
circulating in right-wing circles. There 
is simply more off-the-deep end polit-
ical commentary from the right-wing 
that the Spencer New Leader feels a 
need to distance from (feeding illegal 
aliens to alligators in a moat dug from 
sea to shining sea?). Most recently, Mr. 
Robillard published false information 
about masks, masks are a public health 
issue, and the issue has been debunked 
many times. Mr. Robillard’s engineer-

ing credentials notwithstanding, the 
New Leader felt a need to distance itself 
from misinformation that had substan-
tial risk of harm.

It is quite interesting how, in the same 
paragraph, we see somebody complain-
ing about be castigated as racist and 
bigoted while in the very next sentence 
referring to COVID-19 as “the Chi-com 
virus.” I think we’ve been over this… If 
you don’t want to be called racist, stop 
calling the worst pandemic since 1918 
“Chi-com virus.” Adding the “-com” for 
Communist doesn’t make it better.

I for one, can’t wait to read Mr. 
McRae’s adventures of “Insurrection 
Week” and why he thinks the U.S. 
Attorney in Boston will be so interest-
ed… I certainly hope the New Leader 
prints it in all its glory!  

Mr. Nowak – First, thank you for not 
being a COVID denier… I understand 
the skepticism that perhaps some-
thing you can’t observe yourself might 
be overblown. Healthy skepticism is 
important, and I’d like to address a few 
points…  

COVID tests certainly aren’t perfect, 
but false negatives are a much bigger 
problem and the false negatives come 
from insufficient swabbing. A PCR test 
amplifies and copies DNA that is pres-
ent in the sample, so a false positive 
isn’t possible (if the DNA is there, it’s 
positive). Now, is every positive infec-
tious? We don’t know that. It is real-
ly a statistical argument – at a high 
viral load, perhaps a “close contact” 
has a 90 percent chance of catching it 
but at a low viral load the chance of 
transmission may be 10 percent. We 
just don’t have that data… We aren’t 
measuring peoples’ viral loads and we 
haven’t correlated it with contact trac-
ing to determine how infectious one 
person is versus another. This virus 
is only 1 year old, so there is much we 
don’t know. Perhaps the CDC should 
have been aggressively looking into 
this all summer, but that isn’t what 
happened. Antibodies don’t last forever, 
they become undetectable after some 
number of months in everybody. Just 
because 1 person cleared the antibod-
ies quickly doesn’t mean the test was 
wrong.

COVID-19 viruses are indeed very 
small, but they rarely are out and about 
on their own and they can’t survive 
very long on their own. The vast major-
ity of transmission is from aerosolized 
droplets and that is why masks work. 
The droplets are largely caught by 
the mask and even those that make it 
through lose so much velocity they fall 
to the floor faster and closer. If we put 
infected and non-infected people in an 
elevator for 12 hours, yes, everyone’s 
going to catch it even with a mask. 
However, in the real world, in open 
spaces, if we can reduce the likelihood 
by 70 percent that is worth it!

Hospitals actually lose money on 
COVID patients compared to elec-
tive surgeries and other things, nev-
er-mind all the money they are paying 
in overtime and the money they spend 
to protect their staff. There has been 
much written on the topic of financial 
incentives for hospitals and COVID, 
but the topic could certainly use anoth-
er expose. I have read much on the 

financials of COVID and unless there is 
an elaborate conspiracy, hospitals lose 
money. 

As for COVID deaths being exagger-
ated, I ask you to check out CDC.gov. 
Total deaths from all causes are 15 per-
cent higher since the pandemic began 
compared to prior years. The total 
“excess deaths” are 38 percent higher 
than the official COVID numbers in 
part because southern states are not 
testing people who die at home. Perhaps 
there is another explanation for the 
excess deaths…

Mr. Robillard had an incendiary 
letter, but really nothing new… Just 
handwringing about BLM, false claims 
of election fraud, impeachment, etc. 
Regarding BLM protests causing the 
president to be moved to a bunker – 
keep in mind that was out of an abun-
dance of caution in case a leaderless 
protest outside got out of hand. On Jan. 
6, we had a mob assembled and riled 
up by 1 branch of government sent to 
disrupt and attack another branch of 
government and prevent it from hon-
oring the election. I know if the shoe 
were on the other foot, you could tell the 
difference between an attempted coup 
and a protest.

I’m so glad Mr. Herholz acknowledg-
es the horror of Jan 6, at least accepts 
that the mob could have been Trump 
supporters (or Antifa), realizes that Joe 
Biden (may) be sworn in as president…
Baby steps… How BLM/Antifa is possi-
bly relevant at the moment escapes me. 
I really want to know what evidence Mr. 
Herholz has on his other regular claims 
– Antifa, election fraud, Joe Biden step-
ping aside for Kamala Harris... What is 
so bad about Kamala anyway?

The COVID-19 pandemic of course 
continued to chug on. The sewers 
in Boston have been monitored for 
COVID-19 as a proxy for how prevalent 
it is in the community. It is estimated 
that only one out of four COVID cases 
is even getting a test, so this is a useful 
metric to understand COVID spreading 
separately from testing complications. 
The viral loads in the wastewater have 
reached record levels this week, and 
wastewater viral loads is usually an 
indication of more cases and hospital-
izations to come.

Now in Los Angeles, there are several 
hours a day where there are literally 
no hospitals accepting ER patients and 
the ambulances drive around for hours 
looks for a hospital to take the patient. 
There was a case where a patient was in 
an ambulance for 17 hours and doctors 
actually performed procedures on the 
patient in an ambulance in the parking 
lot. One would think the same people 
who screamed “Death panels!” in 2009 
would be the ones concerned about this, 
but no…

Since last week, 23,314 more 
Americans have died making this now 
the worst week yet. The scope of this 
disaster is putting truth to Stalin’s pur-
ported quote: “one death is a tragedy 
but a million deaths is a statistic.” We 
have grown numb to the deaths and 
disease. It’s normal now.

  
OMAR HAR-YAROK
EAST BROOKFIELD

Hi! My name is Donna  
and I’m very athletic!

Donna is an athletic girl of Cau-
casian decent. She is incredibly ar-
ticulate and insightful. Conversation 
comes easy to Donna. She also has 
the ability to let her sense of humor 
shine through in her conversations. 
Donna has a warm demeanor and 
is described as having the ability to 
“light up a room with her personality.” 
She is very polite and always shows 
her caring nature towards others. 
Donna is very energetic and loves to 
participate in athletic activities, espe-
cially basketball, soccer, and working 
out. Aside from her activities and hob-
bies, she has a great love for all ani-
mals. She hopes to be a veterinarian 
one day so she can spend all her time 

around animals! Donna is also a BIG fan of Dominican food, music and good 
shoes. Donna is always appreciative of people who spend time with her. She 
loves connections with adults, they are very meaningful to her and she holds 
these relationships as very special. Regardless of her age, Donna is still wishing 
for a forever family to come into her life.

Donna is legally freed for adoption. She very much wants to be adopted. She 
welcomes the idea of moving out of state if it’s the right family for her. Her social 
worker believes that a family with at least one female parent would be of benefit 
to Donna. Additionally, it is recommended that Donna be the only child in the 
home or the youngest child in a home with much older children. Donna responds 
well to nurturing behaviors and clear communication styles. The ideal family 
would encourage Donna’s many aspirations, support her hobbies and positively 
influence her potential.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs?  If you’re at 

least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your heart, you 
may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, 
married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ sin-
gles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help connect you 
with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts Adop-
tion Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org.   
The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent place to 
call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

Donna
Age 16

HAR-YAROK
continued from page    A9

makes of individual equality.
Getting back to what remedy the 

founding fathers had divised for the 
inability to complete the electoral col-
lege vote, they proscribed to throw it 
to the house off representatives. You 
might think- gosh, why would Donald 
Trump think that a house presided 
over by Nancy Pelosi, would help his 
cause?  Well the answer is in the 
specifics of how these fair minded 
founders who contrived such a twist-
ed electoral college system defined as 
the house deciding. It would be one 
vote per state, and considering that 
there are far more red states than blue 
states, this was the path Trump sought 
to overcome the will of the people and 
become re-elected.

It was a monumental task that saw 
Donald Trump receiving more votes 
for president than anyone in history.  
It was a plethora of reasons and a 
gargantuan coalition that took him 
down.  Biden and Harris received over 
seven million more votes than he.  
It was not because they were every-
one’s first choice, it is not because 
he, this time, was forced to run on his 

record, including not actually keeping 
campaign promises, the most terrible 
management of addressing a pandem-
ic, and not addressing racial issues 
with candor and action, nor was it peo-
ple who so disapproved of his style-ve-
racity, lack of empathy or reasonable 
morality or judgement, but rather, it 
was all of the above. 

How delusional must a person be to 
think that as a defeated, impeached 
president, skipping the peaceful tran-
sition that has marked our democracy 
for a long time, he should instead get 
a red carpet send off with an “honor” 
guard and a military band and throngs 
to see him off to Florida. We can only 
hope that his capital raiders go with 
him. Knock off the distractions and 
acknowledge the truth. We have much 
to do and the “Apprentice-Presidential 
Version “ is cancelled.

The stock market will be fine. If you 
were paying attention the day Trump 
claimed credit for the Dow hitting 
30,000, it was Nov. 7, the day Biden was 
declared the winner. The difference 
being, now the people who are not 
thriving also have an advocate. Stand 
up for the truth.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

KIMBALL
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importantly, a well maintained, insti-
tutionalized  “superhighway”  of gover-
nance and development.   

Now we Americans desperately 
need some Trump untainted  “Konrad 
Adenauer” conservative leaders. After 
he lost the election, Trump incited 
semi-organized followers to overturn 
Republican certified election losses. 
This led to the mob that stormed our cap-
ital, including those with Confederate 
flags and wearing “6 Million Jews Were 
Not Enough” and “Camp Auschwitz” 
t-shirts. They not only stormed the 
Capital and contributed to the death 
of five people but also stole from, and 
damaged, desecrated and defecated on 
it. The mob also sought to find and  kill 
or kidnap the Vice-President and the 80 
year old woman who is Speaker of the 
House. Trump called the rioters patri-
ots he loved. 

A few days later, the conservative 
columnist David Brooks said Trump’s 
aim was to destroy our 250 year old sep-
aration of powers framed  Constitution 
by eliminating  our the powers of our 
elected Senators and members of the 
House of Representatives.  

We, as a country and as a people, stand 
at great risk. The Capital Riot maybe 

have ended. Trump may no longer 
occupy Presidency, However, by deny-
ing election results and encouraging 
the Capital Insurrection, he strength-
ened those who don’t care about or are 
against American democracy. It would 
not surprise if  this attack  stands as a 
new threat, not the end of violent verbal 
and physical attacks on our 250 year old 
democracy and institutions.

(Here one might include New Leader 
letters that demonize those not of  in 
religious agreement, demonstrate big-
otry time and time again, advocate 
for reactionary Tea Party like White 
Nationalism, and have warm memories 
for Confederate Civil War vicious slave 
owning generals and the good old days 
before integration the Civil Rights Act, 
those  which continually attack those 
in disagreement with these distorted 
beliefs.) 

So while we stand, not at the end, 
but near the beginning of conflict, 
we badly need Adenauers, untainted 
Conservatives who, united with other 
Americans, will uphold and provide 
balance for our American democracy’s 
institutions, values, and rules of inclu-
sive governance, both state and nation-
al. 

Kevin Kane
Spencer   

KANE
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depend on Amazon, so it’s probably 
safe… Banning VK would be harder 
than banning Parler because of course 
it isn’t just the American far-right, it is 
a general use platform with 650 million 
users. Parler had 2.3 million people in 
December, and 15 million on the eve 
of the service being canceled. Perhaps 
Apple and Google would have gone to 
war with VK, but probably not.

Since migrating to Parler and VK 
years ago, or just operating them as 
backup networks would have been 
free, it begs the question how Trump 
ended up in this position… Oh, like any 
74-year old that likes what he likes, he 
liked Twitter and couldn’t grasp how 
much leverage he was giving Twitter. 
He told his aids “no” when they sug-
gested mitigating the risk.

Objectionable as he is, Donald Trump 

is widely popular with a certain sub-
set. Some would argue that Trump is 
the platform, not the specific online 
service. It begs the question, with all 
of Trump’s money and business acu-
men, why didn’t he translate his pop-
ularity into an online service of his of 
own? He could have had the “Trump 
app” built on non-proprietary technol-
ogy and could be hosted anywhere on 
any hardware (no Amazon). Not only 
would this have fool-proofed him from 
getting “deplatformed” but he could of 
monetized it! If Trump’s “tweets” or 
“MAGAThoughts” were on a platform 
owned by the Trump Organization 1st, 
his followers would all have that app. 
He could have sold ads on it like other 
online services. I for one am not seeing 
the downside, except that it is harder to 
understand than golf courses, casinos, 
and hotels.

The reality is that Donald Trump is 
not a smart man. He is not strategic. He 
can’t assess risk appropriately, even to 

himself. Worst of all, Trump doesn’t lis-
ten to the smart people that are around 
him and he fires them if they’re too 
insistent. For these reasons, every ven-
ture he has ever run has failed.  

Trump has kept his foot pedal to the 
metal until he drove off a cliff of seem-
ingly everything. His hotels and casi-
nos in Atlantic City – bankrupt. Trump 
Airlines – he defaulted on his loans and 
surrendered ownership to his credi-
tors. Trump Beverages never took off. 
Trump: The Game (board game) was 
too complicated and didn’t sell, Trump 
magazine was a joke, Trump Mortgage 
which was started at the height of the 
housing bubble still has unpaid bills… 
Trump Steaks were just a joke, Trump 
Vodka nobody bought, and we can’t 
forget “Donald Trump: The Fragrance” 
men’s’ cologne. Trump University of 
course not only failed but lost several 
multi-million dollar class action law-
suits.

The worst business failing of all 

though was lost future earnings and lost 
property values from calling Mexicans 
rapists. He lost his hit TV show The 
Apprentice after 14 seasons, his luxury 
brands all took hits, his hotels suffered 
business losses as more than half of 
America didn’t want to be associated 
with him. Trump has lost a fortune 
being President of the United States by 
tarnishing his other properties when 
most people become wealthier.

One would think that he would have 
monetized his new weird popularity, 
but after his long line of failed business-
es and the terrible position he leaves 
America in after only 1 term in office… 
I guess it isn’t reasonable to expect he 
would work to even his own benefit.

He is a terrible businessman. He was 
a terrible President. Time will tell what 
Trump’s next phase will look like.

 
RICHARD TAYLOR

SPENCER

TAYLOR
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H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous 
 Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $225/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

www.countryautotirecenter.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

AUTO & TIRE

Have your car checked 
for Fall Travels

Oil changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires  
Check Engine Light

FULL 
TOWING 
SERVICE 

Interstate Batteries in stock
Battery &

 Antifreeze Testing
Free w/oil change

Featuring:
All Major  Brand Name 

Tires

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

APPLIANCES

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
6 & 12 Months 

Financing Available

Instant Credit • In -shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated.  
Servicing household appliances since 1978.

To advertise in 
The Local Service Provider Directory

Contact June at 508-909-4062  
jsima@stonebridgepress.news

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

30+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

Your Ad 
Here

LANDSCAPING & TREE

Local, 
Licensed 

and 
Insured!

Call 508-320-9080 
for a free estimate!

Tree removal/Trimmlng
Wood chipper rental

Land clearing • Excavation • Lawn care

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

Oil 
Change

$19.99
JANUARY SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

Coolant 
Flush $59.99

up to 5 quarts of oil

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

nationalism, and economic anxiety 
have been fused into one poisonous 
fiber that somehow the Republican 
party needs to find a way to expunge.

It has been incredible to see Trump 
supporters online try and explain what 
has happened. Some of Trump’s base 
was doubling down on blaming Antifa 
and left-wing violent actors as part of 
a giant ruse to make Trump look bad, 
some claiming every movement has a 
fringe while ignoring that President 
Trump solicited his fringe, riled them 
up, and sent them on a mission. Mostly 
though, we have seen a ridiculous 
attempt to try and tie the BLM protests 
of summer 2020 to the attempted over-
throw of the U.S. government.

The amount of “whataboutism” I 
have seen in social media in these last 
few days is simply unreal. Many are 
falsely trying to compare the storming 
of the U.S. Capitol to the BLM protests 
of the summer and they are nothing 
alike.

Whataboutism is an old Soviet propa-
ganda technique meant to divert atten-
tion from whatever the issue at hand 
is by instead pointing out that nobody 
is perfect and drawing false equiva-
lencies that are time consuming to 
explain why they are false. Most things 
in the world are complex, require con-
text, and nuanced. A “whataboutism” 
response requires a lengthy explana-
tion to put down and it is likely that 
neither party in the discussion has the 
time or patience leading to one or both 
to give up. Whataboutism’s basic tenet 
is since we’re all not perfect, we’re all 
equivalent so you have no right to point 
out objectively worse things me or my 
side is doing.

The impact of vandalism, riots, insur-
rection, or domestic terrorism is not 
measured in dollars of damage. It is not 
measured in number of burned build-
ings. It is not even measured in number 
of people killed or number of people 
arrested. It needs to be looked at from a 
sociological perspective – what was the 
impact to society, who was behind it, 
and what was their goal.

President Trump invited a crowd on a 
Wednesday in January to march on the 

Capitol while our entire legislature was 
in session to certify Joe Biden’s victory. 
The purpose was clear – to interfere 
with their constitutionally mandated 
business with the hopes of preventing 
it, to threaten members of congress, to 
disrupt the proper workings of govern-
ment, and hopefully deliver power to 
the guy who lost. This makes it a coup 
and not vandalism. 

Did Barack Obama assemble a BLM 
crowd at the White House and tell them 
to storm the Capitol to stop Trump’s 
electoral votes from being counted? No, 
he didn’t. 

See below for a letter I wrote into this 
publication in 2018.

August 10, 2018
To The Editor:
WHAT ABOUT THE EMAILS!? 

Whataboutism is an old Soviet pro-
paganda technique which is a cancer 
infecting American political discourse 
being used by none other than Donald 
Trump and his (close to being proven 
beyond a reasonable doubt) Russian 
handlers. Whataboutism is a logical fal-
lacy that attempts to discredit an oppo-
nent’s position by charging them with 
hypocrisy instead of refuting or dis-
proving their argument. It is the prac-
tice of changing the subject to someone 
else’s perceived wrongdoing.

  President Trump does this all the 
time, most famously when he was asked 
why he hadn’t forcefully condemned 
the Neo-Nazi’s in Charlottesville in 2017 
and his response was, “What about the 
alt-left that came charging at the alt-
right, do they have any semblance of 
guilt”? It takes a lot of nerve to say 
that there is blame on both sides of a 
white nationalist protest where one of 
the white nationalists killed a counter 
protester.

This technique of saying “what 
about” is an old Soviet propaganda tool 
that is dangerous because it implies 
that all actions, regardless of context, 
share a moral equivalency and since 
nobody is perfect, all criticism is hyp-
ocritical. It is a depressingly effective 
tool. The problem with whataboutism 
is that it doesn’t actually solve a prob-
lem or win an argument; It just mud-
dies the waters to make the other side 
angry. What about Hillary? What about 
the Clintons? It is 21 months past time 
for the Republicans to stop being sore 

winners. Regardless of what you think 
about the Clintons they are gone and 
out of the picture, irrelevant. Every 
time Trump or any other conserva-
tive brings them up from a TV talking 
head to a politician it is a transparent 
attempt to deflect and change the sub-
ject. Trump won the election per the 
text of the U.S. Constitution, continuing 
to bring up his opponent from 2 years 
ago is nothing more than avoiding an 
honest discussion about what he is 
doing and what is going on right now.   

Whataboutism is used to perpetuate 
the concept that everybody is corrupt, 
nobody is moral, therefore you can 
ignore the misdeeds of the speaker. 
Whataboutism implies a moral equiv-
alency where there often is none, and 
forces the entire debate to roll around 
in the mud. Donald Trump and the 
Republican party of 2018 (it has changed 
a lot over time) is most comfortable 
fighting in the gutter and can play to 
their strengths in the gutter, so they do 
what they can to bring their opponents 
down into the gutter.

Another closely related issue is the 
false equivalency between our 2 major 
political parties. We’ve all heard it, 
“they are both terrible”, “both parties 
do it”, etc. While it is true that nobody 
and no organization is perfect, it is a 
dangerous fallacy to assume that all 
things less than perfection are equiv-
alent. In modern times, saying that 
Democrats and Republicans are the 
same is ridiculous and dangerous. The 
Republicans fight much dirtier than 
the Democrats when it comes to ger-
rymandering, voter suppression, and 
irrelevant unimportant but emotion-
ally charged issues. By accepting the 
notion that both sides are equally dirty, 
it gives an inherent advantage to which-
ever side chooses or has the political 
ability to fight dirtier. In today’s politi-
cal climate the Republican Party is very 
cohesive and homogeneous whereas the 
Democratic Party is much more diverse 
in terms of a variety of factors which 
allows the Republicans to fight dirtier. 
Pushing the false equivalence of the 
Democrats and relegating political cam-
paigns to the gutter only helps whoever 
is most corrupt. 

 
DAVID ROSENBERG

SPENCER

ROSENBERG
continued from page    A9



12  SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, January 22, 2021

Spencer Police
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6
12:52-1:25 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:25 a.m.: parking violation 
(Mechanic Street), ticket issued; 1:47-
2:03 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
5:00 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Temple 
Street), no contact; 7:00 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), LTC 
change of address; 7:03 a.m.: accident 
(Charlton Road), report taken; 7:03 
a.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
LTC change of address; 8:30 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), spoken 
to; 10:29 a.m.: elderly matter (West 
Main Street), family matter; 1:42 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Rene Drive), loose 
dog; 3:23 p.m.: officer wanted (Charron 
Street), Rx shipped to wrong address; 
3:32 p.m.: mv complaint (Maple Street), 
erratic operation; 3:38 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Church Street), rep. mv theft; 
4:02 p.m.: medical/general (Valley 
Street); 4:09 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Bay Path Road), accidental; 4:30 p.m.: 
restraining order service (West Main 
Street); 4:50 p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), assist motorist; 5:15 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Chestnut Street), neighbor 
issues; 5:22 p.m.: LTC issued/2 (West 
Main Street), assisted; 6:19 p.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
7:03 p.m.: medical/general (Cranberry 
Meadow Road); 7:15 p.m.: mutual aid 
(South Spencer Road), welfare check; 
7:40 p.m.: medical/general (Paxton 
Road); (Total daily mv stops – 5).

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7
12:23 a.m.: abandoned 911 call 

(McDonald Street), hang-up; 12:38-2:32 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 8:35 
a.m.: medical/general (Chickering 
Road); 8:35 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 11:01 a.m.: 
harassment prevention order service 
(Brooks Pond Road); 11:00 a.m.: lost/
found (Mechanic Street), bike aban-
doned; 12:15 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 12:34 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Main Street), investigat-
ed; 12:53 p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 1:09 p.m.: LTC issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 1:44 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Chestnut Street), fight; 2:27 
p.m.: restraining order service (West 
Main Street); 4:45 p.m.: DPW call (High 
Street), low-hanging wire; 5:06 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Pleasant Street), erratic 
operator; 5:41 p.m.: medical/general 
(West Main Street); 6:07 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Kitteridge Road); 7:16 
p.m.: medical/general (Bixby Road); 
8:02 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), poss. restraining order vio-
lation; 8:18 p.m.: disturbance (Bixby 
Road), belligerent Uber passenger; 
10:06 p.m.: medical/general (Pleasant 
Street); (Total daily mv stops – 3).

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8
12:04-12:51 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:57 a.m.: parking violation 
(Grove Street), ticket issued; 12:58-1:07 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 1:07 
a.m.: parking violation (Mechanic 
Street), ticket issued; 1:20-2:25 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 2:36 a.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (West Main Street), 
referred; 6:43 a.m.: 911 call (North 
Spencer Road), hang-up; 7:33 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street) LTC 
change of address/2; 9:39 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Maple Street); 9:59 a.m.: 
fraud (Main Street), unauth. use of cc; 
10:06 a.m.: 911 call (Charlton Road), 
hang-up; 11:58 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Mechanic Street), inquiry re: hack-
ing; 1:38 p.m.: juvenile matter (Main 
Street), services rendered; 2:05 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (Mechanic Street), 
bikes in traffic; 2:35 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Main Street), erratic opera-
tor/cell phone use; 2:58 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 3:32 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Cherry Street), assisted; 3:36 p.m.: 
RV complaint (Donnelly Cross Road), 
dirt bikes/Jeep on ice; 3:37 p.m.: park-
ing violation (Mechanic Street), ticket 
issued; 4:10 p.m.: mv complaint (Old 
Farm Road), speeding; 4:13 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Fourth Avenue); 4:13 
p.m.: suspicious persons (West Main 
Street), investigated; 5:02 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Main Street), re: missing mail; 
5:14 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), no contact; 5:43 p.m.: 
accident (West Main Street), report 

taken; 5:57 p.m.: disabled mv (West 
Main Street), assisted; 6:06 p.m.: juve-
nile matter (Main Street), dangerous 
skateboarding; 7:50 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Donnelly Cross Road); 8:17 p.m.: 
medical/general (Prospect Street); 
10:22-10:37 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; (Total daily mv stops – 3).

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9
12:06 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 

Street), East Brookfield PD bolo; 12:31-
12:37 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
12:44-12:45 a.m.: parking violations/3 
(Mechanic Street), tickets issued; 12:45-
12:47 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
12:50 a.m.: mv complaint (West Main 
Street), erratic operator; 12:50 a.m.: 
building checked, secure; 12:53 a.m.: 
medical/general (Lakeshore Drive); 
12:56-1:08 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 1:12-1:17 a.m.: parking viola-
tions/2 (Cherry, Pearl streets), tick-
ets issued; 1:21 a.m.: building checked, 
secure; 1:27-1:38 a.m.: parking viola-
tions/5 (Pearl, School streets), tick-
ets issued; 1:43-2:27 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 2:55 a.m.: parking vio-
lation (Pleasant Street), ticket issued; 
7:53 a.m.: medical/general (Lake 
Avenue); 9:24 a.m.: mv complaint 
(South Spencer Road), speeding; 10:13 
a.m.: parking complaint (Pearl Street), 
c/o winter parking ban; 11:31 a.m.: sus-
picious persons (Valley View Drive), 
investigated; 12:36 p.m.: elderly mat-
ter (Main Street), services rendered; 
12:50 p.m.: officer wanted (Chestnut 
Street), spoken to; 1:13 p.m.; commer-
cial alarm (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 2:53 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(East Charlton Road), accidental; 3:21 
p.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
3:41 p.m.: disturbance (Briarcliff Lane), 
neighbor issues; 4:10 p.m.: disturbance 
(Maple Street), neighbor issues; 5:35 
p.m.: medical/general (Cranberry 
Meadow Road); 5:49 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 6:01 p.m.: disturbance 
(Old Farm Road), noise complaint; 
7:10 p.m.: medical/general (Sherwood 
Drive); 7:31 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 7:43 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 7:48 p.m.: parking vio-
lation (Chestnut Street), ticket issued; 
11:28-11:44 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; (Total daily mv stops – 3).

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10
12:00-12:18 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:19 a.m.: parking violation 
(South Street), ticket issued; 12:22 
a.m.: building checked, secure; 12:26 
a.m.: parking violations/2 (Mechanic 
Street), tickets issued; 12:27-1:02 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
1:03-1:17 a.m.: parking violations/2 
(Meadowbrook Road, Grove Street), 
tickets issued; 1:18-1:30 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 1:39 a.m.: parking 
violation (May Street), ticket issued; 
1:49 a.m.: building checked, secure; 
1:55 a.m.: parking violation (Church 
Street), ticket issued; 2:02 a.m.: build-
ing checked, secure; 3:01 a.m.: suspi-
cious mv (West Main Street), inves-
tigated; 11:01 a.m.: illegal dumping 
(Lakeshore Drive), services rendered; 
11:34 a.m.: officer wanted (Cranberry 
Meadow Road), multiple deer carcass-
es left behind; 12:18 p.m.: medical/
general (Cherry Street); 1:11 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (West Main Street), investi-
gated; 2:00 p.m.: medical/general (West 
Main Street); 2:53 p.m.: RV complaint 
(Thompson Pond Road), bolo ATV; 3:34 
p.m.: medical/general (Dufault Road); 
3:35 p.m.: parking violation (Adams 
Street), ticket issued; 4:24 p.m.: juve-
nile matter (Smithville Cross Road), 
re: kids on bikes; 4:36 p.m.: medical/
general (Smithville Road); 5:16 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (Mechanic Street), 
skateboarding in road; 7:17 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), spo-
ken to; 7:41 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Greenville Street), investigated; 
7:59 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), West Brookfield PD bolo; 8:38 
p.m.: building checked, secure; 8:43 
p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), silent 
call; 8:43-8:58 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 11:22 p.m.: medical/general 
(Debbie Drive); 11:34 p.m.: disturbance 
(Main Street), loud m/f dispute; (Total 
daily mv stops – 4).

MONDAY, JANUARY 11
12:26-12:54 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:55 a.m.: parking violations/2 
(Pearl Street), tickets issued; 12:55-1:07 

a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 1:08 
a.m.: parking violations/2 (Mechanic 
Street), tickets issued; 1:15 a.m.: build-
ing checked, secure; 1:21 a.m.: parking 
violation (Main Street), ticket issued; 
1:27-2:25 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 6:18 a.m.: officer wanted (Bixby 
Road), unwanted party; 6:39 a.m.: 
medical/general (Meadow Road), lift 
assist; 7:51 a.m.; 911 call (Main Street), 
open line; 10:40 a.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), spoken to; 10:48 
a.m.: lost/found (West Main Street), 
key fob lost; 11:14 a.m.: juvenile matter 
(Mechanic Street), dangerous bike-rid-
ing; 11:33 a.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), Harrington CT down; 11:48 
a.m.: officer wanted (Sumner Street), 
poss. scam; 12:41 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), spoken to; 12:49 
p.m.: suspicious persons (Sherman 
Grove), investigated; 1:13 p.m.: sex 
offender registration (West Main 
Street), assisted; 1:22 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
1:49 p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), 
erratic operator; 3:54 p.m.: juvenile 
matter (Chickering Road), kids on 
ice; 6:04 p.m.: multiple LTC issued/8 
(West Main Street), assisted; 6:31 p.m.: 
medical/general (Brooks Pond Road); 
6:44 p.m.: suspicious persons (Wire 
Village Road), investigated; 7:16 p.m.: 
fire alarm (High Street), referred; 8:15 
p.m.: disturbance (Oak Lane), neigh-
bor issues; 8:17 p.m.: fire (Main Street), 
referred; 10:21 p.m.: medical/general 
(Meadow Road), lift assist; (Total daily 
mv stops – 2).

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12
12:27-1:29 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 4:51 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Meadow Road), services rendered; 6:16 
a.m.: medical/general (Maple Street), 
lift assist; 6:49 a.m.: medical/general 
(Paxton Road); 7:03 a.m.: mv complaint 
(Main Street), erratic operator; 7:53 
a.m.: fire alarm (South Spencer Road), 
referred; 8:46 a.m.: medical/general 
(Sunberg Road); 8:43 a.m.: medical/
general (Woodside Road); 11:02 a.m.: 
vandalism (Pleasant Street), mv drove 
over lawn; 12:23 p.m.: medical/general 
(Brown Street); 12:28 p.m.: restraining 
order service/2 (West Main Street); 
1:10 p.m.: intelligence/criminal (West 
Main Street), info taken; 1:23 p.m.: 
larceny (Ash Street), passenger didn’t 
pay cab fare; 2:24 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Mechanic Street), investigated; 
2:30 p.m.: 911 call (Pleasant Street), 
open line; 3:14 p.m.: suspicious per-
sons (South Spencer Road), info taken; 
3:28 p.m.: suspicious persons (Valley 
Street), investigated; 3:31 p.m.: parking 
complaint (Temple Street), services 
rendered; 3:45 p.m.: safe keeping prop-
erty (Wire Village Road), discarded 
needles/side of road; 3:55 p.m.: LTC 
issued/2 (West Main Street), assisted; 
4:00 p.m.: mv complaint (Maple Street), 
erratic operator; 4:24 p.m.: harassment 
prevention order (West Main Street); 
4:35 p.m.: runaway (Main Street), two 
children ran; 5:30 p.m.: mv complaint 
(North Spencer Road), erratic opera-
tor; 5:30 p.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 9:11 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 9:21 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), spoken to; 
9:25 p.m.: medical/general (Mechanic 
Street); 9:28 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Brown Street), investigated; (Total 
daily mv stops – 5).

# # #

Leicester Police
THURSDAY, JANUARY 7
2:40 a.m.: mv stop (Chapel Street), 

verbal warning; 11:31 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Soojians Drive), services ren-
dered; 1:29 p.m.: mv stop (Mannville 
Street), verbal warning; 2:44 p.m.: 
assist citizen (South Main Street); 4:23 
p.m.: investigation (Pleasant Street), 
services rendered; 5:20 p.m.: welfare 
check (Stafford Street), services ren-
dered; 6:31 p.m.: disturbance (South 
Main Street), report taken; 9:01 p.m.: 
investigation (Main Street), services 
rendered; 9:19 p.m.: investigation 
(Main Street), services rendered.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8
12:46 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

written warning; 1:00 a.m.: mv stop 

(Stafford Street), Angel M. Barbosa, 
30, 59 West Street, #59B, Southbridge, 
warrant/uninsured mv, arrest; name 
and address redacted from police log, 
op w/suspended license, speeding, 
criminal application issued; 8:29 a.m.: 
investigation (South Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 10:53 a.m.: structure 
fire (Virginia Drive), services ren-
dered; 11:15 a.m.:  assist citizen (South 
Main Street), services rendered; 12:45 
p.m.: assist other PD (Stafford Street), 
message delivered; 2:46 p.m.: property 
found (Stafford Street), report taken; 
6:43 p.m.: accident (Pleasant Street), 
investigated; 9:57 p.m.: investigation 
(Main Street, Worcester), services ren-
dered.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9
12:12 a.m.: welfare check (South 

Main Street), message delivered; 1:07 
a.m.: erratic operator (Main Street), 
unable to locate; 1:12 a.m.: disturbance 
(Pine Street), transported; 8:47 a.m.: 
mv stop (Auburn Street), no action 
required; 9:14 a.m.: malicious mis-
chief (Henshaw Street), report taken; 
11:34 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 
verbal warning; 12:16 p.m.: investi-
gation (Soojians Drive), services ren-
dered; 1;51 p.m.: ambulance (Auburn 
Street), transported; 2:48 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Parsons Hill Drive, Worcester), 
no action required; 9:30 p.m.: assist 
other PD (South Main Street), message 
delivered; 10:57 p.m.: family problem 
(Mannville Street), peace restored.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10
6:28 a.m.: mutual aid (Main Street, 

Worcester), transported to hospi-
tal;10:05 a.m.: investigation (Soojians 
Drive), services rendered; 10:23 a.m.: 
debris in road (Crystal Street), no 
action required; 6:05 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Washburn Square), assisted; 9:33 
p.m.: welfare check (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered.

MONDAY, JANUARY 11
1:36 a.m.: suspicious activity (Main 

Street), unable to locate; 9:00 a.m.: 
investigation (Henshaw Street), ser-
vices rendered; 11:11 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Whittemore Street), services ren-
dered; 11:19 a.m.: investigation (White 
Birch Street), services rendered; 11:40 
a.m.: investigation (Bond Street), ser-
vices rendered; 2:49 p.m.: investigation 
(Paxton Street), services rendered; 3:07 
p.m.: summons service (South Main 
Street), served; 4:58 p.m.: summons 
service (Trenton Street), served; 5:09 
p.m.: assist citizen (South Main Street); 
6:15 p.m.: disturbance (Stafford Street), 
unable to locate; 7:52 p.m.: shoplifting 
(Soojians Drive), name and address 
redacted from police log, shoplifting 
by asportation, larceny under $1200 
by false pretense, criminal application 
issued; 10:24 p.m.: suspicious mv (Main 
Street), spoken to.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12
12:56 a.m.: mv stop (McNeil 

Highway), verbal warning; 1:24 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), citation 
issued; 1:37 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 7:22 a.m.: investiga-
tion (South Main Street), services ren-
dered; 8:02 a.m.: suspicious mv (Lehigh 
Road), unable to locate; 9:02 a.m.: assist 
citizen (Henshaw Street); 11:02 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
1:46 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 4:19 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), name and address redact-
ed from police log, op w/suspended 
license, citation issued; 5:29 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Pleasant 
Street), unable to serve.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13
12:02 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 

Street), spoken to; 5:32 a.m.: mutual 
aid (Church Street, Spencer), trans-
ported to hospital; 7:35 a.m.: investiga-
tion (South Main Street), services ren-
dered; 7:43 a.m.: suspicious mv (Billy’s 
Way), services rendered; 10:32 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
11:04 a.m.: mv stop (Soojians Drive), 
verbal warning; 11:20 a.m.: suspicious 
mv (Mulberry Street), gone on arrival; 
1:15 p.m.: harassment (Main Street), 
assisted; 4:30 p.m.: warrant service 
(South Main Street), Glenn McCallum, 
49, failure to appear upon recogni-
zance, arrest; 9:52 p.m.: gunshots heard 
(Main Street), unable to locat.

# # #

POLICE REPORTS
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PUBLIC HEARING
The West Brookfield Water Depart-
ment is having a public hearing on Feb. 
4, 2021 on the updating of the West 
Brookfield Water Department Rules 
& Regulations, and rate increase, to 
obtain a copy of proposed updates, 
please call (508) 867-1421 Ext. 8 or 
Ext. 306 office to be mailed a copy of 
planned updates and rate increase or 
Town Clerks office to review updates 
during regular office hours. Proposed 
updates will take effect immediately. 
The West Brookfield Water Department 
hearing is in the Town Hall, 2 East Main 
Street, in the Great Hall, West Brook-
field, Massachusetts 01585 on Feb. 4, 
2021 at 10:00a.m. Any Person wishing 
to be heard and have discussion on 
the proposed updates should appear 
at the time and place designated.
Respectfully Submitted
The West Brookfield Water Depart-
ment
Board of Water Commissioners
Robert E. Benson - Chairman
January 22, 2021
January 29, 2021

PUBLIC HEARING
The North Brookfield Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on Wednes-
day, February 17, 2021 at 7:15PM at 
the Police Station meeting room, 55 
School St. to consider the application 
of CMG Engineering/C.C.S. Realty 
LLC for a convenience store/gas sta-
tion proposed for 192/206 North Main 
St. per zoning bylaw Section IV. C. b. 
and E. and Section VI. G. 2. a. Any 
person interested in this proposal is in-
vited to attend this hearing. Copies of 
plans and project application for a spe-
cial permit and site plan review are on 
file at the office of the Town Clerk, 215 
North Main St., North Brookfield, MA.
William King, Chair 
Planning Board 
January 22, 2021
January 29, 2021

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH  

OF MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT 

20 SM 000045 
ORDER OF NOTICE 

TO: Aline G. Riedle and to all persons 
entitled to the benefit of the Service-
members Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 
50 §3901 (et seq) U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., 
as Trustee for LSF10 Master Participa-
tion Trust claiming to have an interest 
in a mortgage covering real property 
in Spencer, numbered 76 Thompson 
Pond Road, given by Frank Riedle 
and Aline G. Riedle to Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, Inc. as 
nominee for Countrywide Bank, FSB 
dated March 21, 2008, and recorded 
at Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 42607, 
Page 288, and now held by Plaintiff by 
assignment, has field with this court a 
complaint for determination of Defen-
dant’s Servicemembers status. If you 
now are, or recently have been, in the 
active military service of the United 
States of America, then you may be 
entitled to the benefits of the Service-
members Civil Relief Act. If you object 
to a foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 
02108 on or before 2/22/2021 or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on ground of noncom-
pliance with the Act. 
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, 
Chief Justice of said Court on 
1/8/2021 Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson Recorder
January 22, 2021

Brookfield Planning Board
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with M. G. L., Chapter 
40A, and the provisions of the Brook-
field Zoning Bylaws Section 4.D, Use 
Regulation Table 6.c; Section 8.C., Site 
Plan Approval; and Section 12.C., Spe-
cial Permits; the Brookfield Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing on an 

application for the construction and op-
eration of a commercial Fuel Storage 
Facility (propane) in on property owned 
by TCP Realty, LLC, 37 Hook Street, 
Southbridge, and located at 14 Post 
Road, in a Business “A” District.
The public hearing will take place on 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 via 
Zoom, starting at 6:30 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard. To attend 
online or via telephone, go to the Plan-
ning Board page at www.mytowngov-
ernment.org/01506.
Note: The Town Hall is currently closed 
to the public. A copy of the application 
and site plan may be inspected at the 
office of the Town Clerk at Brookfield 
Town Hall by appointment; call (508) 
867-2930, ext. 12 or (508) 867-5500. 
Masks are required.

Sharon Ma-
honey,Chair

Brookfield Planning Board
January 22, 2021
January 29, 2021

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Teresa Johnson and 
Phyllis Schoof to “MERS”, Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
a separate corporation that is acting 
solely as nominee for GreenPoint Mort-
gage Funding, Inc., “Lender”; and its 
successors and assigns dated April 24, 
2007 and recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds, in Book 41306, Page 356, as 
assigned by Assignment of Mortgage 
dated October 26, 2011 and recorded 
in Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds, in Book 48090, 
Page 120 and as assigned by Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated November 
20, 2015 and recorded recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds, in Book 54663, 
Page 74, and assigned by Assignment 
of Mortgage dated July 6, 2017 and re-
corded in Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds, in Book 
57379, Page 185, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present hold-
er, for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 10:00 AM, on February 
12, 2021, on the premises known as 
115 Charlton Road, Spencer, Mas-
sachusetts, the premises described 
in said mortgage, together with all the 
rights, easements, and appurtenances 
thereto, to wit:
A certain tract of land on the easterly 
side of the Charlton Road, Route 31; 
in Spencer, Worcester County, Mas-
sachusetts being shown as a parcel 
of land entitled “Norman S. Kenward 
(sic), et ux, September 12, 1972, 
Reney Bros. Inc. Registered Engineers 
and Surveyors, Worcester, Massachu-
setts” which plan is recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds 
in Plan Book 370, Plan 84 and which 
property is more particularly bounded 
and described as follows:
Beginning at the southwesterly corner 
thereof, which point is in the easterly 
line of said Charlton Road, Route 31, 
and which point is the northwesterly 
corner of land now or formerly of Ea-
ton;
Thence N. 05˚ 44’ 05” E., 376.6 feet 
+1- along said Charlton Road, Route 
31, to a point at land now or formerly 
of Hamelin;
Thence S. 84˚ 16’ 00” E., 155.2 feet 
along said Hamelin land to a point at 
land now or formerly of Myron H. Sib-
ley;
Thence S. 11˚ 09’ 00” W., along said 
Sibley land to a point at land now or for-
merly of Eaton; Thence N. 84˚ 16’ 00” 
W., along said Eaton land to the point 
of beginning.
Granting the right of way to take water 
for ordinary household purposes from 
a spring on Myron Sibley’s land lying 
easterly of the granted premises; and 
subject to the restriction that the grant-
ees premises and the adjoining land of 
Myron H. Sibley.
Being the same premises conveyed as 
described in a deed epm (sic) Harold 

E. Tousignan and Marian L. Cutter to 
Alfred E. Deschamps dated September 
30, 1991 recorded with the Worces-
ter District Registry of Deeds in Book 
13682, Page 239. See also deed from 
Irene R. Kenward to Harold E. Tousig-
nan and Marian L. Cutter dated July 
31, 1980 and recorded in said Deeds 
in Book 13616, Page 27 regarding wa-
ter rights. 
Conveyed with an easement to main-
tain an existing barn on land of Myron 
W. Sibley as recited in a deed from Har-
old E. Tousignan and Marian L. Cutter 
by deed of Myron W. Sibley dated Sep-
tember 26, 1991 and recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds in 
Book 13682, Page 327. 
Terms of Sale: These premises are be-
ing sold subject to any and all unpaid 
real estate taxes, water rates, munic-
ipal charges and assessments, con-
dominium charges, expenses, costs, 
and assessments, if applicable, federal 
tax liens, partition wall rights, statutes, 
regulations, zoning, subdivision con-
trol, or other municipal ordinances or 
bylaws respecting land use, configu-
ration, building or approval, or bylaws, 
statutes or ordinances regarding the 
presence of lead paint, asbestos or 
other toxic substances, sanitary codes, 
housing codes, tenancy, and , to the 
extent that they are recorded prior to 
the above mortgage, any easements, 
rights of way, restrictions, confirmation 
or other matters of record.
Purchaser shall also bear all state and 
county deeds excise tax. The deposit 
of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or 
bank or certified check at the time and 
place of the sale, with the balance of 
the purchase price to be paid by bank 
or certified check within forty-five (45) 
days after the date of the sale, to be 
deposited in escrow with Guaetta and 
Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, 
Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massa-
chusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder 
at the foreclosure sale shall default in 
purchasing the within described prop-
erty according to the terms of this No-
tice of Sale and/or the terms of the 
Memorandum of Sale executed at the 
time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee 
reserves the right to sell the proper-
ty by foreclosure deed to the second 
highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next 
highest bidders, providing that said bid-
der shall deposit with said attorney, the 
amount of the required deposit as set 
forth herein within five (5) business 
days after written notice of the default 
of the previous highest bidder.
Other terms, if any, are to be an-
nounced at the sale.
Dated: January 15, 2021
Present holder of said mortgage
MTGLQ Investors, L.P.
by its Attorneys
Guaetta and Benson, LLC
Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire
P.O. Box 519
Chelmsford, MA 01824
January 22, 2021, January 29, 2021 
and February 5, 2021 
January 22, 2021
January 29, 2021
February 5, 2021

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Raymond W. Clinton and 
Nancy L. Lewis to “MERS”, Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
a separate corporation that is acting 
solely as nominee for NE Moves Mort-
gage, LLC, “Lender” and its succes-
sors and assigns dated August 27, 
2007 and recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds, in Book 41710, Page 167, as 
assigned by Assignment of Mortgage 
dated February 6, 2013 and recorded 
in Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds, Book 50467, 
Page 299 and as assigned by Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated June 26, 2017 
and recorded in Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds, 
Book 58403, Page 68 Assignment dat-
ed January 7, 2019 and recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 

Registry of Deeds, Book 59913, Page 
115 and as assigned by Assignment of 
Mortgage dated April 4, 2019 and re-
corded in Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds, Book 
60246, Page 240 and as assigned by 
Corrective Assignment of Mortgage 
dated May 29, 2019 and recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds, Book 60492, Page 
44 of which mortgage the undersigned 
is the present holder, for breach of the 
conditions of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same will be 
sold at Public Auction at 11:00 AM, 
on February 12,  2021, on the prem-
ises known as 40 Ash Street, Spen-
cer, Massachusetts, the premises de-
scribed in said mortgage, together with 
all the rights, easements, and appurte-
nances thereto, to wit:
The land in Spencer, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, with the build-
ings thereon, on the west side of Ash 
Street in said Spencer, bounded and 
described as follows:
BEGINNING at the northeast corner 
thereof on the west side of Ash Street;
Thence southerly by said street about 
82 feet to the center of a brook;
Thence westerly by the center of said 
brook about 90.0 feet;
Thence northerly by a fence about 
96.0 feet, the last two courses being 
by land conveyed to Charles Perron;
Thence easterly by land now or for-
merly of George Walker about 86.0 
feet to the place of beginning.
Being the same premises conveyed 
to the mortgagors by deed dated 
August 22, 2007 and recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds 
herewith in Book 41710 Page 165.
Terms of Sale: These premises are 
being sold subject to any and all unpaid 
real estate taxes, water rates, munici-
pal charges and assessments, condo-
minium charges, expenses, costs, and 
assessments, if applicable, federal tax 
liens, partition wall rights, statutes, 
regulations, zoning, subdivision con-
trol, or other municipal ordinances or 
bylaws respecting land use, configu-
ration, building or approval, or bylaws, 
statutes or ordinances regarding the 
presence of lead paint, asbestos or 
other toxic substances, sanitary codes, 
housing codes, tenancy, and , to the 
extent that they are recorded prior to 
the above mortgage, any easements, 
rights of way, restrictions, confirmation 
or other matters of record.
Purchaser shall also bear all state and 
county deeds excise tax. The deposit 
of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash 
or bank or certified check at the time 
and place of the sale, with the balance 
of the purchase price to be paid by 
bank or certified check within forty-five 
(45) days after the date of the sale, to 
be deposited in escrow with Guaetta 
and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton 
Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder 
at the foreclosure sale shall default in 
purchasing the within described prop-
erty according to the terms of this 
Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the 
Memorandum of Sale executed at the 
time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee 
reserves the right to sell the property 
by foreclosure deed to the second 
highest bidder or, thereafter, to the 
next highest bidders, providing that 
said bidder shall deposit with said 
attorney, the amount of the required 
deposit as set forth herein within five 
(5) business days after written notice 
of the default of the previous highest 
bidder.
Other terms, if any, are to be announced 
at the sale.
Dated:  January 15, 2021
Present holder of said mortgage
NewRez LLC f/k/a New Penn Financial, 
LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing
by its Attorneys
Guaetta and Benson, LLC
Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire
P.O. Box 519
Chelmsford, MA 01824
January 22, 2021
January 29, 2021
February 5, 2021

LEGALS

By the time of publica-
tion, Donald Trump will 
no longer be the presi-
dent of the United States. 
His term expired at 11:59 
a.m. on Wednesday and 
the Donald automati-
cally became “Former 
President Trump.” Even 
if something terrible hap-
pens to Joe Biden between 
this writing and the 
Presidential Succession 
Act will determine the 
rightful president and it 
will not be Trump.

My sincerest hope 
between this writing 
and Wednesday is that 
President Trump strikes 
a deal with Mike Pence, 

he resigns, and then 
Pence pardons him. I 
have no interest in pros-
ecuting Trump for his 
many crimes because I 
think it is more import-
ant for the United States 
to move forward than it 
is to put one mentally ill 
man prison. The United 
States can and should be 
saved the national pain of 
a trial. There is nothing 
more fitting and humil-
iating than for Trump’s 
single term to result in 
two impeachments, a 
resignation, a pardon by 
his Vice President, and 
then finally the Senate 
disqualifying him to hold 
public office in the future 
due to his involvement in 
insurrection against the 

United States. Presidents 
swing for the history 
books – tarnishing the 
45th president in history 
is the message that needs 
to be sent to all future 
presidents.

I imagine President 
Biden has already 
repealed the worst 
of Former President 
Trump’s executive 
orders. Now, it is time 
to focus on the import-
ant work of repairing this 
country: Adding justices 
to the Supreme Court, 
admitting all of our terri-
tories as states, and split-
ting up are largest states.

 
FRED BAGG

SPENCER
 

BAGG
continued from page    A8

News, really close to home
StonebridgePress.com
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FEATURED PROPERTY!

 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

O n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  C h a r  g o g g  a  g o g g  m a n  c h a u g g  a  g o g g  c h a u  b u n  a  g u n g  a  m a u g g

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

OXFORD - 12 WINTER STREET

Home “Sweet” Home! TOTALLY Renovated! New Roof ~ 
Updated Electrical ~ New Heating System !! Bedroom, 
1.5 Bath - 2 Story Conventional Home. .Dead-End St. 
Rare find, Large Lot .77 Acre - Inside -Neutral Palette 
of Complimentary Paint Colors throughout the Entire 
House! Loads of Character $281,000.

Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE. 
 $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  Each $24,500.
Douglas-Mount Daniels 2.5 Acres abuts Douglas State 
Forest! ON DEPOSIT! $132,900

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

Off Thompson Hill! At the end of a Dead end road  well main-
tained & loved! Kitchen with double wall ovens, gas cook-
top, granite countertops. Formal dining room, Fireplaced 
Living room! master, on the first floor. 4 bedrooms total! 2nd 
full bath -second level. 2 car garage! 
 assisted sale  $325,000.

THOMPSON - 25 TERRACE DRIVE

OXFORD - 115 CHARLTON ROAD

Beautiful home set back off road providing privacy and oversized 
yard. Kitchen w/granite counters & abundance of cabinets. Ca-
thedral ceilings kitchen, dining and living room. Open floor plan! 
large deck with large backyard through sliders in dining room. 
Hardwood floors! Tile baths. Master bedroom/master bath! 
Finished walkout lower level w/bar! 2 car garage. Extras: above 
ground pool! $369,900.  

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 20 KINGSBURY    

NEW TO THE MARKET! Custom Sprawling Split 2800+ SF’ 
Central Air! Kitchen, Dining Room, Cathedral Ceiling Living 
Room, 3 Bedrooms! Granite Counters & New Flooring! New 
Boiler - Hot Water Tank - Oil Tank! FULL finished Lower Level w/
Full Bath & Laundry! THERE’S MORE! 2 Car Garage, renovated 
to include Hydro Heat, AC & 1/2 Bath! Great for Fitness Studio, 
Game Room or Home School! Over 1.4 Acres!   $360,000.

OXFORD - 4 SPICEBUSH LANE

Ranch with lovely landscaped yard, 2 bedroom,1 bath 
home, with 1/2 bedroom, 1 bath in-law attached. 
Fireplace with wood stove insert, in-law has a pellet 
stove. There is a 2 car detached garage!   
 assisted sale  $240,000.

WEBSTER - 52 CUDWORTH ROAD  

1.99 ACRE INDUSTRIAL ZONED LOT! GREAT OP-
PORTUNITY TO LIVE & WORK FROM HOME! Amaz-
ing 1790 Antique Colonial! Undergone major updates & 
renovations, maintaining Antique Charm! Great Room 
graced by an Open Hearth Stone Fireplace! Soaring 
Cathedral Ceilings!   $499,900. 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SOUTHBRIDGE - 14 SERVANT WAY

Young ranch with heated 2 car garage, 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms. Efficient Propane heat, central air! Open 

floor plan! gas fireplace! Master Suite w/bathroom, 

Master California Closet!  assisted sale $279,900. 

Webster Lake - 100 Lakeside Ave 
WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! Extraor-
dinary Waterfront Contemporary! Architect designed with Lake Living 
in mind, Custom Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding 
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely situated on a 
.25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake frontage! Enhanced by a all 
natural shoreline! All you need to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 
story foyer, cozy fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining 
, formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest BR Suite w/
private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced lake-facing corner master suite 
w/luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Spe-
cial! Remember, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000.SORRY, SOLD!

Lake Shirley - 647 Reservoir Rd
Lakefront! Lake Shirley! Modern Flare on a Lakefront Co-
lonial! 1st level Formal large entry foyer, living room, gas 
fireplace, chef kitchen, Impala black granite, center island, 3 
season porch, overlooking the lake. 1st FL bedroom suite w/
shower and jacuzzi tub. 2nd floor Master Suite! Lower level 
Summer kitchen, full bath, game room. Crown moulding & 
hardwood floors throughout, wired sound system, radiant 
floors. oversize 2 car garage. Additional Guest House!  

assisted sale $1,040,000.  SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

Home “Sweet” Home! TOTALLY Ren-
ovated! New Roof ~ Updated Electrical 
~ New Heating System !! Bedroom, 
1.5 Bath - 2 Story Conventional 
Home. .Dead-End St. Rare find, Large 
Lot .77 Acre - Inside -Neutral Pal-
ette of Complimentary Paint Colors 
throughout the Entire House! Loads of 
Character! $281,000.

THOMPSON -  5+ ACRE WATERFRONT LAND - BECOLA ROAD

5+ Acre Waterfront Land - 
on “Little Pond”. Also known as 
Schoolhouse Pond. Private, pasto-
ral setting. Open Field surrounded 
by tree line. 250+ feet waterfront-
age. At the end of a Dead end road!                                                                
 $179,900ON DEPOSIT

DUDLEY - 22 ROBERTS ROAD 
Lovely 3 bedroom Ranch! Single 
door 2 car garage with storage! 
Eat-in kitchen. Fieldstone Fire-
placed Living Room! 3 bedrooms, 
hardwood floors, Remodeled bath-

room! Lower Level fieldstone walls/fireplace! In-ground pool! 
- 3.58 ACRES includes extra lot. $312,000. 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER – 6 Nicholas Circle! 8+ Rm Center Hall Colonial! 1.22 Acres! Sought After Neighborhood! Great 
Commuter Location Accessible to Many Major Routes! Spacious Stainless Steel Applianced Cabinet Packed 
Eat-in Kitchen & Formal Dining Rm! 23 x 24 Frplace Family Rm w/Cathedral Ceiling & Slider to the Huge Deck! 
Front to Back Living Rm! 1/2 Bath w/Laundry Closet! The 2nd Floor You’ll Find the Comfortable 12X17 Master 
w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Linen Closet! 2 Additional Bedrooms plus an Office/Nursery/Bedroom all w/
Ample Closets! 2nd Full Bath off the Hall w/Linen Closet! 2.5 Total Baths! Lower Level Ideal for Storage or 
Future Expansion! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers w/Dble Door Entry to the Basement for Moving Larger 
Items aka Boys Toys! 2 Z Oil Heat, 2 A/C, Separate Oil Water Heater! Irrigation! Don’t Delay! $418,900.00

CHARLTON –74 Daniels Road! Completely Renovated 9 Rm, 
4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Gambrel w/Attached In-Law Apt! Picturesque 3.39 
Acres! Deeded Water Rights to South Charlton Reservoir! Extensive 
Updates! House w/New Roof, Siding, Kit, Bthrms, Windows, Int Doors, 
Electrical, Flooring, R60 Insulation in Attic, Water Heater, Well Pump 
& More! In-Law w/Open Flr Plan, Kit, Bdrm w/Walk-in Closet, Full 
Bath w/Laundry! Both Fully Applianced! 2 New Driveways, Irrigation, 
AG Pool! Shed! Security! Generator Hookup! $489,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 20 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Western Exposure w/Panoramic Lake Views! 
Beautiful Sunsets! 7 Rms, 3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths! Recently Renovated from Top to Bottom! Move-in Ready! 
Professionally Landscaped! Exterior Stonework Front & Back! Open Floor Plan! 1st Level w/Huge Family 
Rm w/Lake View & Access out to Stone Patio, 1/2 Bath & Laundry, Travertine Tile Throughout! 2nd Level w/
Custom Granite Kitchen w/Stainless Steel Appliances, Center Island w/Seating & Large Pantry! Spacious 
Living Rm w/Sliders to 14X34 Composite Deck! Dining Area w/Water Views, Hardwood Floors Throughout, 
Bath w/Tiled Shower, Guest Bedroom or use as Office! Lake Facing Master Bedroom w/Walk-in Closet & 
Private Deck! Bathroom w/Double Sinks, Tiled Shower & Separate Tub! Comfortable 3rd Bedroom w/Lots 
of Storage! Level Lot w/Room for Entertaining and Enjoying All The Lake has to Offer! $749,000.00

SOLD
ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE – 112 Gore Rd! NORTH POND! Sucker 
Brook Cove! 8 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath Ranch is Ready for You! 
Southwestern Exposure! Gorgeous Sunsets! Unique Waterfront! 
An Open Floor Plan! Lake Views from Nearly All Rooms! 2x6 
Construction! Energy Efficient Blinds in Every Room! 4 Oil Tanks 
- Fill Up Once a Year! C/Air! Gas Fireplace! Whole House Fan! 
Meticulously Cared For! Large workshop! 3 Car Garage! Carport! 
2 Sheds w/Electric! Back Yard is Perfect for Family Gatherings! 
Plenty of Off Street Parking! Summer is Here! $539,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 124-2 Gore Road!1.68 Acres! Private Retreat 
Lot with 320’ of Road Frontage and 200’ of Waterfront! Located in 
North Pond! Beautiful Panoramic Views! Sucker Brook Cove! Lot 
has been split from a larger parcel! Survey, Home Rendering and 
Conservation Items Addressed - Order of Conditions Pending! This is 
the Opportunity to Build a Unique Home with Spectacular Views! Direct 
Lake/Boat Access! Water and Sewer in the Road! Walk to Restaurants! 
Surrounded by Wildlife, including Swans and Eagles! $175,000.00

WEBSTER – 55 Hillside Ave! 7 Rm, 
4 Bedroom Cape! Great Highway 
Access! Walk to Memorial Beach! 
View July 4th Fireworks from Your 
Backyard! Liv Rm w/Hrdwds, Ceiling 
Fan & Pellet Stove! Eat-in Kit! Fam 
Rm! Full Bath! 1st Flr Master w/
Hrdwds & Ceiling Fan! Oil Heat! Vinyl 
Sided! Younger Roof! Replacement 
Windows! Town Services! Fenced 
Yard! 1 Car Garage! $239,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 7 Cedar Drive! Middle Pond! 8 Rm English Tudor across the street from w/Direct Waterfront Lot – Full 
Lake Access! Offering the Option of an In-Law Apartment or Plenty of Room for Family & Friends! Entry Foyer enters from 
3 Sides w/locked door access into the house, stairway to the lower level In-law and the convenience of a Half Bath! The 1st 
Floor features Applianced Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Open Floor Plan – Frplcd Beamed Cathedral Ceiling Great Rm (Dining & Living 
Rms), Comfortable Bdrm & Hall Full Bath w/Laundry! Upstairs to the Spacious Master w/Master Bath & Slider to Lake View 
Deck! Additional Bdrm w/Built-ins! Lower Level with 2nd Kitchen, Open Dining & Living Area w/Brick Hearth, Full Bath & 
Possible (4th) Bdrm! Central Air! Huge Carport! Detached 3 Car Garage! Lakefront Lot w/Deck, Concrete Patio & Boat Dock! 
Take Advantage of the Low Interest Rates & make this House Your Home! Summer’s Just Around the Corner! $489,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW LISTINGON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

Tips and tricks for savory 
slow-cooked meals

Kitchen gadgets come and 
go, but one mainstay contin-
ues to deliver tasty meals with 
ease.

The Crock-Pot®, dubbed 
the original slow cooker, was 
invented in 1940 by Irving 
Nachumsohn. This slow cook-
er was created to cook a tradi-
tional stew eaten on the Jewish 

sabbath. Because faithful Jews 
are forbidden from cooking 
on the sabbath, Nachumsohn 
found the stew could easily be 
prepared prior and allowed to 
cook unattended, then carried 
to dinner, meeting the sabbath 
requirements. It was anoth-
er 30 years before the slow 
cooker garnered widespread 

acclaim. That newfound pop-
ularity developed when more 
women entered the workforce 
and needed convenient ways to 
prepare meals at home without 
affecting their work schedules. 

While slow cookers can make 
for successful meals, knowing 
how to use them to their full-
est potential can increase the 
propensity for delicious, easy 
dishes. Here are some tips and 
tricks.

• Prepare ingredients the 
night before. By handling the 
mise en place for recipes the 
evening prior, you’ll have 
everything you need ready to 
put in the slow cooker and set 
to cook for the day. 

• Preheat the cooker. Add 
ingredients to a slow cooker 
that is already warmed up for 
best results.

• Arrange for easy cleanup. 

Specially designed slow cooker 
liners can cut washing time 
dramatically and help prolong 
the surface of the internal 
crock.

• Don’t add dairy until the 
meal is almost finished cook-
ing. Cooking dairy products 
for long periods of time can 
cause them to curdle. Save 
them for the last steps when 
using a slow cooker.

• Exercise caution with ten-
der veggies. The same wait-un-
til-later approach should also 
apply to vegetables, beans and 
pastas, which can lose their 
integrity and become mushy if 
cooked for hours. Leave them 
for last.

• Inexpensive cuts of meat 
are fine. Inexpensive cuts are 
often high in fat or connec-
tive tissue, which will break 
down during long, moist cook-

ing. Consider browning meat 
before putting it in the cooker 
for even more flavor.

• Layer ingredients appropri-
ately. Place hard ingredients 
like potatoes, carrots and other 
root vegetables at the bottom 
of the cooker where they will 
cook more readily.

• Stick to the low setting. As 
much as possible, cook using 
the low setting to allow for 
slow, gentle heat to bring out 
the flavors. Ginny Thomas, a 
training manager for Crock-
Pot®, says she has been stick-
ing with this advice for over a 
decade as a key tip.

Many traditionally prepared 
meals can be converted to slow 
cooker recipes. Utilize cook-
books and online resources to 
make delicious, slow-cooked 
meals.  
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270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Please call for all your Real Estate needs

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 

to sell you home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
41 Year 

Company!Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2020

South Worcester County
$157,327,280.00  SOLD

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

SZYMCZK SELLS              SZYMCZK SELLS               SZYMCZK SELLS

SOLD
11 Paglione Drive

SOLD
11A Paglione Drive

SOLD
22 Whiting Road

Webster Lake:  Truly magni�cent 
views from the living room, dining 
room and master bedroom. �is is 
an opportunity that rarely comes 
along to have unobstructed , direct 

views on Webster Lake. Master 
bedroom suite o�ers a relaxing sit-
ting area or ideal home o�ce space. 
Easy highway access allows you to 
commute to Boston, Providence, 

Hartford ..major routes include 146, 
20, 290,395 and Ma. Pike. Wake up 
each day and experience a clear view 
of an incredible lake. Boat slip availa-
ble. 103 Beacon Park - $324,900

Escape the winter blues. Look forward to spring and waterfront living  
with low maintenance on Webster Lake

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street
Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

FREE OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise in this section

REAL ESTATE

Look for that new home in our 
real estate section.

GOT A HOUSE 
FOR SALE?

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Webster Lake Million Dollar Views
Beacon park unit w/options to 

buy boat slips. View from living, 
dining, bedroom & deck. 1.5 

Baths, 1200 sq.�. garage
Beacon Park #103~ $324,900
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550 MOBILE HOMES
Trailer For Sale w/enclosed 
porch located at Indian 
Ranch, Webster, Site: G13. 
Completely furnished, All 
appliances included & ex-
tras, Refrigerator, Over/
under Wash/dry, AC/Heat. 
View at www.indianranch.
com. Contact Arthur or 
Sage 508-892-4578

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split  

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT
BROOKFIELD

1 BR, 2ND Floor
Off street parking
Available NOW

Electric or 
 Gas Heat
$580/mo

Has all appliances
No Dogs

Call Dave
413-262-5082

LOOKING FOR
1 Bedroom  

apartment in 
Webster

Will consider 
surrounding towns

Call 
508-461-6219

FURNITURE 
FOR SALE

Solid Oak Bookcase, custom made,  
mint condition Old English stain.  

70 1/4” tall, 44” wide w/ crown molding,  
13 1/2” depth 
$400 or BO

Queen Sleigh Bedroom Set  
Hardwood with bunkie board  

(foundation for mattress) with tall bureau 
and night stand. Foot end has two large 

storage drawers. All drawers in this set have 
cedar bottoms. Bought NEW $1700 in 2017, 
never used, selling for $800 or BO

508-892-5069  

(TRADE)
1971 Triumph T100R 
Motorcycle Daytona

 in original condition. 
Has all books and papers. 

FOR 
farm tractor or vintage 
car/truck, repairs ok. 
Call 401-323-5119

SOUTHBRIDGE
�rst �oor, gas heat,  

�ve rooms,  
all appliances included.

$800/month
Call 508-764-6425

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

THANK YOU 
ST. JUDE 

FOR 
ANSWERED 

PRAYERS
N.W.R.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
FOR CNA’S

CNA Openings – Part Time 
St. Joseph’s Abbey, Spencer

12-bed rest home.  
Monk residents only
Every other weekend,  
Saturday and Sunday

12-hour shi�, 5:30am-5:30pm 
8-hour shi�, 5:30am-1:30pm

Starting Wage: $15.50/hr; 
Di�erential: $1.50/hr

Send resume and contact info to:
cellarer@spencerabbey.org

OBITUARIES

Roland B. Colby, 71
LEICESTER: Roland B. Colby, 71, of 

Waite Street died Thursday, January 
14 in St. Vincent Hospital after a brief 
illness.

He leaves his wife 
of 51 years, Arlene 
R. (Bisco) Colby, two 
sons; Kevin S. Colby 
and his wife Tracy of 
Leicester and Matthew 
R. Colby and his fian-
ce Michelle Joubert of 
Charlton, a daughter 
Laurie A. Austin and 

her fiance Ames Jones of Rochdale, 
nine grandchildren, who affectionate-
ly called him «Appa”; Shane, Jeremy, 
Billy, Ally, Aubrey, Ainslee, Casey, 
Jordan & Chris, two brothers; Wayne 
Colby and his wife Linda of Leicester 
and James Colby and his wife Melissa 
of Rochdale, two sisters; Christine 
Colby and her fiance Todd Jyringi of 
Rochdale and June Kennedy and her 
husband John of Spencer, many nieces, 
nephews, great nieces and nephews as 
well as many friends that are the same 
as family. He was predeceased by a 
brother Daniel Colby in 2013.

Roland was born in Worcester, son 
of John C. Colby and Doris (Carpenter) 
Colby. He owned and operated Colby 
Fire Protection, Inc. for 31 years. He 
graduated from Leicester High School 
in 1967 and continued his education at 
East Coast Aerotech. He was an avid 
New England Patriots fan and a long-
time season ticket holder. He enjoyed 
classic cars and attending car shows. 
He always looked forward to the time 
he could spend at his home in Florida.

A Memorial service will be held at a 
later date and at a time to be announced 
in Greenville Baptist Church, 674 
Pleasant Street, Rochdale. Burial will 
follow in Worcester County Memorial 
Park, Paxton. Calling hours will pre-
cede the service in the church. When 
a date is selected the obituary with 
updated information will be posted 
in the Telegram & Gazette. In lieu of 
flowers memorial donations may be 
made to Why Me Inc., 1152 Pleasant 
Street, Worcester, MA 01602. MORIN 
FUNERAL HOME, 1131 Main Street, 
Leicester is directing funeral arrange-
ments.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Richard R. Greene, Jr., 59
WEST BROOKFIELD- Richard R. 

Greene, Jr., 59, of West Brookfield, 
passed away on December 28th, 2020.  

Robbie was born July 
19th, 1961, and grew 
up in West Brookfield.  
He graduated from 
Quaboag Regional 
High School in Warren 
in 1978.  He was the 
son of the late Richard 
R. Greene, Sr. and 
Barbara L. (Dupuis) 

Greene.  Robbie leaves behind his lov-
ing daughter, Nicole D’Angelo and her 
husband Bryan of East Longmeadow, 
his sister Kelly and her husband Tom 
of Warren, and his brother Michael of 
West Brookfield, as well as his niece 

and nephews. 
Robbie enjoyed hunting, reading, 

and walking in the woods.  From his 
working years, Robbie can be remem-
bered through his beautiful landscap-
ing work.  He later endeavored long 
distance truck driving that allowed him 
to see more of the country over the 
years.  He enjoyed spending time with 
his family and living in the moment.  
His greatest satisfaction in life and hap-
piest moments were his daughter. 

A Celebration of Life for Robbie will 
be held in the spring at Salem Cross Inn. 

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East 
Main St., in West Brookfield is assisting 
his family with arrangements.  

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome. 

David A. Terry, 78
Brookfield - David A. Terry, 78, of 

Brookfield, died on Friday, January 
15, 2021 at Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield following a brief period of 
declining health.

He leaves his wife 
of 53 years, Marcia 
M. (Phipps) Terry; his 
son, David A. “Bunk” 
Terry, Jr. and his wife 
Michelle of Brookfield; 
a daughter, Valerie 
Quadlin and her hus-
band Lance of LaPorte, 
Indiana; six grand-
children, Cameron, 
Ethan, Perrin, 
Clayton, Joshua & 
Eric as well as eight 
great-grandchildren; 
his sister, Gayle 
Bourdeau of Arizona; 
two step-broth-
ers, Paul Kelly of 

Maryland, and James Kelly of Ware, 
as well as many friends. He was pre-
deceased by his sister, Kathleen Terry 
and his brother, Richard Terry.  He was 
born in Ware, son of the late Robert L. 
and Evelyn I. (Dennis) Terry and was a 
life-long resident of Brookfield.

Shortly after high school, Mr. Terry 
enlisted in the United States Navy, and 

served on the U.S.S. Zellars, a Sumner-
class destroyer.  After his honorable 
discharge, he worked as a construc-
tion laborer and supervisor for over 
30 years, and was long-time member of 
the Teamster’s Local 170 in Worcester, 
and the Laborers International Union 
243.  When he was younger, he was a 
member of both the Brookfield Fire 
Department and the Brookfield Police 
Departments.  

David had a deep love for his entire 
family. He was also an avid outdoors-
man and enjoyed going to Nantucket, 
rabbit hunting with his friends. He was 
a life-long member of the Brookfield 
Rod & Gun Club where he served as 
President for many years and par-
ticipated in or oversaw most of the 
improvements and renovations to the 
club. He was a long-time member of the 
New England Beagle Club, and running 
his beagles in the woods was one of his 
most enjoyable hobbies.

David will be deeply missed by his 
family and friends. At his request, no 
services are planned at this time.  

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East 
Main St., in West Brookfield is assisting 
his family with arrangements.  

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com  

George Richard Kay, 87
SPENCER: George Richard Kay, 87, 

of Spencer, peacefully passed away on 
Saturday, January 16th at St. Vincent 
Hospital, after a brief illness.=

George was born 
on July 14, 1933 to 
James R. and Alice 
N. (Bowers) Kay in 
Chicago and graduat-
ed from North High 
School in Worcester.  

He leaves his wife 
of 62 years Joyce C. 
(Ring) Kay, three sons; 
Ralph W. Kay and his 
wife Ada of North 
Brookfield, Randy J. 
Kay and his wife Cindy 
of Warren , Douglas 
W. Kay and his wife 
Jane of Brookfield. He 
was called Grampa 
by ten grandchildren; 

Sarah, Timothy, Matthew, Heather, 
Matthew, Tanya, Kristopher, Jeremy, 
Aimee and Tiffany. George also had 
fourteen great grandchildren, many 
nieces and nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his sister Marjorie (Kay) 
Robertson of Estes Park Colorado.

George served as a corpsman in the 
U.S. Navy during the Korean War, was 
a member of the FreeMasons and for-
mer Captain for the Spencer Rescue 
Squad. He worked at Millbrook Inc. in 
Worcester and retired from FLEXcon 
Co. in Spencer.  

Community minded, George was the 
President of Spencer Little League, 
coached minor league baseball, served 
on numerous town committees and 
started the first youth center in Spencer. 
He was an avid cheerleader for his chil-
dren and grandchildren at all of their 
events. 

The family would like to express a 
special Thank You to the staff at St. 
Vincent Hospital for the kindness and 
compassion shown to this wonderful 
man. Due to Covid-19 concerns, ser-
vices will be held privately for the fam-
ily in Pine Grove Cemetery, Leicester. 
In lieu of flowers memorial donations 
may be made to Spencer Rescue Squad 
Inc., 6 Bixby Road, Spencer, Ma. 01562. 
J.HENRI MORIN & SON FUNERAL 
HOME, 23 Maple Terrace, Spencer is 
directing funeral arrangements. www.
morinfuneralhomes.com
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508-885-3861
16 Hastings Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

mdgurkphd3@verizon.net

Healthy Mind  
Healthy Family

Licensed psychologist provider

Licensed marriage and family therapist

41 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SPENCER 
AREA FAMILIES, ALL AGES

NOW AVAILABLE NEW FLEXIBLE
AND OPEN SCHEDULE

Dr. Mitchell D. Gurk Ph.D.
BCPC
DplmtMost insurance accepted

Celebrating 41 Years

SELF PICK-UP OR 
CALL TO SCHEDULE  

YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Bond

• Construction Stone • Septic Stone 
• Septic Sand • Presby Sand 

• Concrete Sand • Silt 
 • Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 

• Screened Loam stored in building

WINTER
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

75” LG  Reg. $899.99 $799.99
55” TV  Reg. $399.99 $299.99
65” LG  Reg. $649.99 $549.99
43” LG  Reg. $349.99 $299.99

TV 
SALE

32” Smart TV  Reg. $169 $139.99
50” LG  Reg. $449.99 $349.99
86” LG  Reg. $1999.99  $1799.99
ALL SONY & SAMSUNG TVs ON SALE

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Now offering more low carb options. 
Come check them out!

WEDNESDAY is 
FAMILY DAY!

full meals starting 
at just $28.95

What our employees have to say…
“One of my favorite things about working at 
Quaboag is that you can tell the staff is here 
because they care about the patients. I have also 
found that my supervisor and administrator are 
very approachable when I have any concern. There 
are a lot of places where someone in a supervisor 
position is not that approachable.”  — Nicole F. 
(CNA)

“I am Definitely glad to be a part of the team as 
well. I feel like I’m home and everyone has been 
wonderful.”   – Nicole V. (LPN)

“In the time that I have been working at Quaboag 
I have witnessed the well-being and comfort of 
the residents as the main priority of the facility. 
The facility is centered around patient care and is 
designed in the best interest of the residents.” 
 — Lynnea T. (CNA)

New Year, New YOU!
Begin A Rewarding New Career in 2021
We are grateful to be a part of this wonderful community. 

Thank you for “social distancing” to keep us all safe.  
We hope you’ll consider Quaboag as your next career move.

Assistant Director of Nurses
Evening Nurse Supervisor

Overnight Nurse Supervisor
Charge nurses: 3p-11p and 7p-7a

C.N.A. 7a-3p
Dietary Aide

For more information please contact:  
Julie Stapleton at 508.867.7716

Or apply online at: quaboagonthecommon.com

For more information please contact: 

 We are a 
De�ciency-Free 

community  
facility 

in a beautiful 
small town with  

a family feel.

Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

New 
Higher 
Rates!

FOR A 
LIMITED TIME:

We have CNA scholarships 
available to the right  

applicants. Please inquire  
for further information.

Positions Available

We o�er Great Bene�ts!
• Health and Dental • Flexible schedules
• SIGN-ON BONUS ($3000 SIGN-ON BONUS FOR 
 FULL-TIME NURSES FOR A LIMITED TIME) 
•  Referral Bonus  
 (for when you bring a friend)  
•  Education Reimbursement 

It’s that time of the year when many 
areas of the country are under the cold 
cloak of winter. Unforgiving tempera-
tures can translate into an increase in 
hours spent indoors, whether at work 
or at home, and more time relying on 
devices to pass the hours. 

Spending more time watching tele-
vision, playing video games, texting 
friends, or browsing the internet can 
lead to a condition known as “comput-
er vision eye strain.” Eye strain also 
may be caused through intense eye use, 
such as while driving long distances or 
engaging in activities that require close 
attention, such as crafting or reading.

The American Optometric 
Association says digital eye strain can 
result in various forms of discomfort, 
which increase with the amount of 
screen use. The most common symp-
toms include:

• headaches;
• blurred vision;
• dry, watery or burning eyes;

• increased sensitivity to light; and
• neck and shoulder pain.
The AOA says viewing a computer 

or digital screen often makes the eyes 
have to work harder. The AOA notes 
this is different from reading a printed 
page. The letters are not as precise or 
sharply defined, and areas of contrast 
can be muted. Also, the presence of 
glare and reflections on the screen may 
make viewing difficult. Furthermore, 
the Mayo Clinic says people tend to 
blink less while using digital devices, 
and view them at less than ideal dis-
tances or angles. 

Alleviating eye strain from digi-
tal sources involves making changes 
in daily habits or the environment. 
Taking regular eye breaks, and looking 
at objects from different distances can 
help them focus. These tips may help 
as well.

• Adjust the lighting to reduce glare 
on screens or your task.

• Limit screen time as much as possi-

ble and engage in other activities.
• Consider the use of artificial tears 

products to lubricate dry eyes.
• Choose the right eyewear, and work 

with an eye professional to find prod-
ucts that can assist you. Specialized 
glasses or contact lenses are designed 
for computer work. Investigate tintings 
and coatings that also may help.

• Blink often to refresh the eyes.
• Talk to a doctor if eye strain persists 

or changes in severity.
When the weather gets cold, people 

may rely on digital devices for recre-
ation more than they otherwise would. 
Avoiding eye strain in such situations 
can help people avoid discomfort.

Stop eye strain before it starts

READING 
NEWSPAPERS 
IS A QUEST 
LIKE NO OTHER




