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New SRO becomes
“member of the family” at EBES

[ eicester
residents

head to the

S — S———— Sy — BY KEVIN FLANDERS future, while also being a pos- .
|  ——— STAFF WRITER itive role model for the com- 11 th
‘- i . EAST  BROOKFIELD munity” pO S 1S

— School Resource Officer
Patrick Clements has only
been on the job for a lit-
tle over a month at East
Brookfield Elementary
School, but he already feels
like a longtime member of
the family.

Having worked at the
East Brookfield Police
Department for three
years as a part-time officer,
Clements was thrilled with
his recent expansion to full-
time with the department,
as of Oct. 1.

Prior to working in East
Brookfield, Clements was
a member of the UMass
Medical School Police
Department in Worcester for
three years.

In hislatest role as a school
resource officer (SRO),
Clements enjoys serving as
a role model and having a
positive impact on students.

“I wanted to be an SRO
to help bridge the gap
between law enforcement
and the community. I saw
this position as an oppor-
tunity to give back to the
younger generation, while
also providing them with a
foundation of what police
officers do, as well as who
we are,” Clements told the
New Leader. “Being an SRO
allows me to protect our

Recognizing that students
often associate first respond-
ers mostly with stressful cir-
cumstances, Clements appre-
ciates opportunities to build
connections with youngsters
in a relaxed, comfortable envi-
ronment. These bonds can be
beneficial far down the road,
putting students at ease when
they interact with police.

“It helps when you go to a
call and you're recognized as a
positive role model within the
community, rather than show-
ing up in a time of crisis and
being looked at in a negative
light,” Clements said.

School officials echoed the
importance of first respond-
ers creating connections with
students at an early age.

“At the elementary level, an
SRO provides far more than
safety and security. The pres-
ence of an SRO allows our
youngest learners to build
positive, trusting relation-
ships with law enforcement,”
said EBES Principal Christine
Lavin.

Tobecome an SRO, Clements
took a 40-hour course and
earned national certification.
He also worked closely with
the EBPD leadership team to
prepare for the role.

“l am constantly learning

month

LEICESTER — Voters are
reminded of two important
voting dates this month.

On Oct. 28, from 12-8 p.m.,
Leicester will hold a Special
Town Election at the Town
Hall gymnasium. The election
will feature the following bal-
lot question:

Shall any prior ballot vote
by the Town accepting the
applicability of Chapter 31 of
the General Laws, the civil ser-
vice law, for the rank of police
patrolmen and supervisory
positions (including sergeant
and lieutenant) within the
Leicester Police Department,
be hereby revoked, including
but not limited to such accep-
tance previously adopted by
ballot vote on March 3, 1969?

The last day to register to
vote for the October Special
Town Election is Friday, Oct.
17. The last day to apply for
an in-person absentee ballot is
Monday, Oct. 27, at 12 p.m.

The town will also hold
a Special Town Meeting on
Tuesday, Oct. 21, at 6 p.m. at
the Town Hall gymnasium.
The last day to register to vote
for the Special Town Meeting
is Friday, Oct. 10.

Courtesy

East Brookfield Police Officer Patrick Clements has enjoyed his first month-
plus as School Resource Officer at EBES.

L.ocal author releases second novel

Turn To SRO page A8
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author Mary Anne

Spencer
Slack recently released her sec-
ond novel.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER — Local author
Mary Anne Slack will cel-
ebrate the release of her
second novel with a book
launch event at Richard
Sugden Library.

The program is set for
Thursday, Oct. 16, at 6 p.m.
Guests will be able to meet
Slack and learn about her
inspirations for “Painting a
Family.”

“Being a woman, growing
up in a family of sisters—
these were the catalysts for
this book,” Slack told the
New Leader. “I worked on
this book for over ten years,
and for a long time I didn’t
really know where it was
taking me. After I retired

from teaching, I dug into it
again and figured out how
to craft the story and make
it work.”

“Painting a Family” tells
the story of Jane, who
endures a strict Catholic
upbringing in the 1960s and
1970s. Aspiring to become
an artist, Jane dares to fol-
low her dreams—until she
meets handsome, stalwart
Tim O’Connell. They marry
and have four daughters, but
when her girls are nearly
grown, Jane faces a chal-
lenge for which she is com-
pletely unprepared.

Slack, who resides in
Spencer, enjoyed the pro-
cess of converting portions
of real-life occurrences into
the realm of fiction. From

the first page of the book,
readers are gripped by a
fast-moving plot with com-
pelling characters.

“My favorite part of writ-
ing the book was creating
the part of the story set in
the 1970s,” Slack added. “I
pulled from some things that
happened to me, which I
enjoyed. I also liked digging
into thorny family issues
between the mother and her
daughters.”

After enjoying Slack’s
debut novel, “The Sacrificial
Daughter,” local readers
can’t wait to turn the pages
of her second book.

Looking ahead, Slack has
a busy schedule of autumn

Turn To SLACK page A8

Jf 2

— et A,

Last year, North Brookfield Elementary School started a free pancake breakfast for our senior citizens, and it was such a
success that they are continuing with a monthly breakfast. The first breakfast of the year was held last week, and it was well
attended and enjoyed by all. The children are the waitstaff, and the cooks and they bring food and joy to our senior citizens.

Courtesy

salute local
veterans at
annual breakfast

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER — The community will
come together next month to honor
and thank veterans during the Senior
Center’s annual breakfast ceremony.

This year’s program is set for Nov. 13 at
9 a.m. Town leaders, students, communi-
ty organizations, and area officials will
unite in support of veterans.

The breakfast is open to all Leicester
veterans and their families. The program
typically includes a special MIA/POW
commemoration ceremony, a keynote
speaker, and involvement from local stu-
dents and organizations.

“This year, we are celebrating the
15th year anniversary of Project New
Hope and William ‘Bill’ Moore as found-
er,” said Senior Center Director Rachelle
Cyr.

School officials and students always
appreciate the opportunity to partici-
pate in the event and thank veterans.

Turn To BREAKFAST page A9
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Cornerstone Bank supports Dismas House with
$3,000 donation for winter heating assistance

WORCESTER
— Cornerstone Bank has
donated $3,000 to Dismas
House of Massachusetts,
Inc., to help provide
winter heating sup-
port across the non-
profit’s four residential
programs for former
inmates reentering soci-
ety. The funds will help
cover utility costs during
the colder months, ensur-
ing that residents have a
safe, warm environment
as they work toward
rebuilding their lives.

Dismas House offers
transitional housing,
support services and a
pathway back to the com-
munity for individuals
most in need of recovery,
decent work and hous-
ing. With locations across
Worcester County, the
organization provides

not only shelter, but also
critical programs that
foster stability and hope.

“Dismas House plays
a vital role in providing
dignity and opportu-
nity for people in need
across our community,”
said Todd Tallman, CEO
of Cornerstone Bank.
“We’re proud to continue
our support for their mis-
sion, particularly during
the winter months when
reliable heat is essential.”

Cornerstone Bank is
committed to strength-
ening local communities
through charitable giv-
ing and volunteerism. Its
support of Dismas House
underscores the bank’s
dedication to address-
ing urgent community
needs and improving the
lives of neighbors across

Central Massachusetts.
About Cornerstone
Bank

Cornerstone Bank was
formed in 2017, born of
a long history of sup-
porting the community,
and providing a strong
foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses
thrive. Serving Worcester
County, Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s local
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model
enables a unique ability
to deliver outstanding
service, with a person-
al touch. Cornerstone,

which is a subsidiary of
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC,
operating independent-
ly under its own name
and brand, provides the
highest level of service
and expertise for indi-
viduals, businesses,
and community orga-
nizations with branch
locations throughout
Central Massachusetts.
Cornerstone works to
connect customers with
opportunities through a
broad range of deposit

This most recent gift
builds on Cornerstone
Bank’s ongoing partner-
ship with Dismas House,
which included a $2,500
donation in 2024 to sup-
port youth hunger initia-
tives and a $4,000 dona-
tion in 2023 for the same
cause.
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and loan products and
services. Built on Trust is
not just a tagline, but also
one of our guiding cor-
porate values. Whether
a business or personal
partnership, Cornerstone
stands on the founda-
tion that relationships
are built on trust. To
learn about Cornerstone
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings,
please visit cornerstone-
bank.com or call 800-939-
9103.

Longtime dream comes to fruition
with opening of new store

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

BROOKFIELD — After years of hard work and persistence, Bonnie Toomey’s dream of opening her

own store will finally become a reality this weekend.

Post Road Trading will open on Saturday, Oct. 11, at its Route 9 location in town (1 Post Rd.). Patrons
are invited to explore an eclectic lineup of locally created products, including pottery, paintings, knit-
ted wool items, herbal remedies, blankets, all-natural soaps, candles, books, maple syrup, honey, and

much more.

“I am so excited about opening the store. It’s been a dream of mine for over a decade to have a store
that showcases local artisans, crafters, authors, and musicians — a place where you can sit and have a
cup of coffee and scrumptious baked goods from JARS Cafe & Bakery, relax, visit, and shop,” Toomey
told the New Leader. “This is what Post Road Trading will be about. We are even lucky enough to fea-
ture Victorian jewelry from Sadie Green’s — and some beautiful nursery items from Bemis Farms.”

The store’s opening day is expected to draw a large, excited
crowd, as it will coincide with the 46th annual Apple Country
Fair in town (Saturday, Oct. 11, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the
Brookfield Town Common).

Featuring more than 90 local crafters, artists, and growers,
the event will draw thousands of guests from across the area.
The fair will also include live music, lawn games, baked goods,)
food trucks, raffles, and an apple pie contest.

For Toomey, it’s a thrill to celebrate area creators with the
opening of her store on the same day the entire town focuses
local at the festival. Guests are invited to stop in and discover
new ways to support central Massachusetts artists, growers,
and business owners.

“People seem very excited to have a place to gather with cre-
ative energy. We will have a food truck on the opening day, Oct.
11, in case you want some lunch while you’re here,” Toomey|
said. “We chose October 11 because it is the same day as the
Apple Country Fair on the Brookfield Common, and that is
just a short walk up the driveway from us.”

The Brookfield Community Club has organized the fair
since 1979. Money raised at the event has generated grants for
several community service projects over the years.

The fair, held rain or shine, also provides an excellent plat-
form for local businesses and organizations to showcase their
offerings. Several area shops and restaurants see major boosts
on festival day.

Looking ahead, Toomey has many plans for expanding her
business into a hub of local creativity and inspiration.

“Eventually, I will have a calendar of events, including art
and craft lessons where our local artists teach classes in their
specialties; local musicians sharing an afternoon with us;
and local authors doing book signings and possibly writers’
groups, etc.,” Toomey said.

The store will be open each week from Thursday through
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

To learn more about the fair and what guests can expect on
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First registered healthcare apprentices graduate

from QCC, UMass Memorial program

WORCESTER — Quinsiga-
mond Community College, in
partnership with UMass Me-
morial Health, the Worcester
SHARE union and the Massa-
chusetts Division of Appren-
tice Standards (DAS), held a
ceremony this week for the
first graduates of the Medi-
cal Assistant Apprenticeship
Program. This is the first reg-
istered healthcare apprentice-
ship program in Central Mas-
sachusetts.

Twelve UMass Memorial
employees have successfully
completed this training pro-
gram to become nationally
certified medical assistants.
The participants underwent
2,000 hours of full-time, on-
the-job training, complement-
ed by eight weeks of class-
room instruction.

The program uses an “earn-
and-learn” model that allows
employees to maintain their
salary and benefits while in

the program.

Kathie Manning, QCC’s
dean of the Center for Work-
force Development and Con-
tinuing Education, -credits
DAS for funding a medical
assistant pre-apprenticeship
program, which provided sup-
ports that enabled students to
earn a livable wage while ad-
vancing their careers.

“I've seen far too many
students who must choose
between working and getting
an education. When we force
them to make that decision, it
doesn’t benefit the workforce
and it doesn’t benefit the stu-
dent,” said Manning.

Lynn D’Angelo, director,
Ambulatory Clinical Excel-
lence at UMass Memorial
Medical Center, noted that
medical assistants are critical
as they often serve as the first
point of contact for patients.

“We have filled many med-
ical assistant positions and

have had a 26 percent reduc-
tion in vacancies. Our medical
assistants have also helped to
increase patient access, en-
hance patient experience and
deliver safe, quality -care,”
said D’Angelo.

“Helping others is some-
thing I always knew I was put
on this earth for. Becoming a
medical assistant allowed me
to do that while building a re-
lationship with my patients,
coworkers, and providers,
all while learning something
new every day,” said Graduate
Lindsey Leahy, who works at
Spencer Internal Medicine, a
part of UMass Memorial Com-
munity Medical Group.

Undersecretary of Labor in
the Executive Office of Labor
and Workforce Development,
Josh Cutler, noted that ap-
prenticeships have grown as a
workforce tool, no longer just
for the building trades and ap-
plicable to many industries,

such as cybersecurity, biotech
and advanced manufacturing.
He also thanked Gov. Maura
Healey and the state legisla-
ture for supporting the ap-
prenticeship model.

“In Massachusetts...our
greatest natural resource is
our people; it’s our skilled
workforce. You are a shining
example of us building and
investing in our workforce,”
Cutler said to the graduates.

Graduate Afia Damptey,
who works at the Spine Center
at UMass Memorial Medical
Center, commented that she
was apprehensive about the
program at first because she
hadn’t been in school for so
long.

“I didn’t realize how much
this program was going to
change me and further my
education,” said Damptey. “At
UMass Memorial Health, you
can become whoever you want
to be.”

“Quinsigamond College
played such an amazing role,
ensuring all of us students
were provided with every-
thing we needed to succeed,
especially our teacher, Cheryl
DeCoff (QCC Assistant Profes-
sor of Medical Assisting, who
constantly braved the storms
of the unknown and the new
to ensure we met our end
goal,” Leahy added.
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Spencer-East Brookfield Regional School
District joins National League Learning
Collaboratives to elevate Al literacy

SPENCER — In the 2025-2026
school year, the Spencer-East
Brookfield Regional School
District joined the League
of Innovative Schools (The
League), a national network of
school districts that connects
and supports the nation’s most
forward-thinking leaders in
education. The League is dedi-
cated to innovative learning and
leadership practices to achieve
equitable outcomes for every
student. One key way superin-
tendents and district leaders
realize such innovation and
change is through the League
Learning Collaboratives (LLCs).

The 2025-26 LLCs focus on
pressing topics in education,
including AI literacy, career
readiness and workforce devel-
opment, and educator recruit-
ment and retention. League
leaders choose the learning col-
laborative in which they want
to participate based on their
district’s needs and interests,
and meet regularly to engage
in peer-to-peer learning, co-cre-
ate solutions, and share best
practices. The Spencer-East
Brookfield Regional School
District is specifically partici-
pating in the Al literacy League
Learning Collaborative (LLC)
to access innovative profession-
al learning, resources, and a
national network of leaders
to advance Al literacy, career
readiness, and innovative teach-
ing and learning practices to
achieve equitable outcomes for
students. Districts can collabo-
rate on shared priorities, pilot
new models, adapt promising
practices to their local needs,
and scale successful innova-
tions to better prepare students
for a future where Al is inte-
grated into daily life and the
workforce.

The key goals and benefits for
our regional school district are
aimed at:

Access to Innovative
Resources: League members
gain access to cutting-edge tech-

NOTICE
HYDRANT FLUSHING
TOWN OF SPENCER

nology, innovative approaches,
and unique pilot programs for
new learning and teaching mod-
els.

Advance Al
Integration: Districts aim to
integrate Artificial Intelligence
(AI) as a tool and resource to
expedite teaching and learning
and improve student success.

Foster Peer
Collaboration: Leaders from
across the country collaborate
on shared challenges, learn
from each other, and devel-
op innovative frameworks to
address pressing educational
issues.

Promote Equity: Through col-
laborative efforts and new prac-
tices, members work to achieve
equitable outcomes for every
student.

Shape Future of
Education: The League equips
superintendents and district
leaders to shape the future of
teaching and learning through
hands-on opportunities for col-
laboration and learning; and

Enhance Career
Readiness: The League also
focuses on improving career
readiness, workforce develop-
ment, and ensuring students
are prepared for the future,”
said Superintendent of Schools,
Paul Haughey.

Organized by Digital Promise
and facilitated by current or
former superintendents with
extensive experience in these
focus areas, LLCs provide an
interactive space for school
district leaders across roles to
discuss and explore tangible
strategies for addressing shared
problems of practice around
these key issues. Each collabo-
rative centers on a topic directly
aligned to the Digital Promise
Challenge Map—areas nation-
ally identified as critical for stu-
dent success.

“Education leaders regular-
ly face new evolving challenges
that directly impact teaching
and learning,” said Tasia King,
network learning experience

The Town of Spencer Water Department
will be flushing fire hydrants throughout

designer at Digital Promise.
“Continuous learning oppor-
tunities that directly address
those big issues, like the learn-
ing opportunities offered
through the LLCs, give district
leaders the insights and tools to
tackle those challenges and fos-
ter innovation throughout their
districts.”

Over the next six months,
the Spencer-East Brookfield
Regional School District will
join other leading districts
across the nation to explore
challenges, share promis-
ing practices, and collaborate
toward meaningful, common
goals. These professional learn-
ing communities provide a
supportive space to gain new
ideas, receive accountability for
implementation, and strength-
en the impact of the network by
fostering innovation and accel-
erating growth.

Through the LLCs, the
Spencer-East Brookfield
Regional School District can
contribute to a national com-
munity of practice while bring-
ing back tested strategies, lead-
ership insights, and tangible
outputs that can be applied to
strengthen our schools and
directly benefit our students
and educators.

In all, school and district
leaders from 61 school districts
across 19 states will participate
in one or more learning collab-
oratives for the 2025-26 school
year.

For more information on the
League of Innovative Schools’
League Learning Collaboratives
and a full list of district par-
ticipants, visit: digitalpromise.
org/initiative/league-of-inno-
vative-schools/league-learn-
ing-collabo-
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o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396
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Regenerative

Medicine
May be the solution
to your knee pain!

PRP/Stem Cell therapy has
revolutionized treatment of
chronic pain & inflammation in
the knees. Can also help
with hip, shoulder and back pain!

Call for a FREE

consultation,
you may be
a candidate to avoid
joint replacement surgery

508-892-8150
WWW.LEICESTERSPINEANDWELLNESS.COM

ratives/.

PEPIN

WASTE SERVICE | =
Your Local Roll-Off Specia

the eastern part of the distribution
system starting October 1% thru October
24" 2025.

Flushing removes sediment from the
water mains to help maintain water
quality. When the Water Department
staff is in the immediate area, residents

Attention North Brookfield
Water Users:
WATER MAIN FLUSHING

October 1 - 31, 2025

The North Brookfield Water Department will be
flushing water mains throughout town beginning
Wednesday, October Ist through Friday, October
31:2025.

The purpose of the flushing is to remove sedi-
ment buildup in the mains. The flushing may
result in temporary discoloration of the water,
caused by small particles dislodged during the
flushing. This discoloration might stain your
laundry, especially white materials.

SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

could experience loss of pressure and
short periods of rusty water. We are sorry
for any inconvenience this may cause. A
daily list of the flushing locations will be
posted on the Spencer town website

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses -+ Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

www.spencerma.gov  each day by
8:00AM (click on Departments, then
click Water

Department, then click Hydrant Flushing
2025). If you have any concerns, please
feel free to contact the Spencer Water
Department office at 508-885-7525.
Thank you.

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA

Flushing is performed between the hours of
7:30AM and 3:30PM. We post our daily flush-
ing schedule on the North Brookfield Happen-
ings Community Facebook Page. If you would
like additional information, please call the Water

Department at (508) 867-0207. oA

Fully Insured
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EDITORIAL

A season of

service and
small-town

strength

As another New Eng autumn set-
tles in, the rhythm of local life shifts
from summer festivals to school com-
mittee meetings, budget hearings,
and community fundraisers. In the
Brookfields, Spencer, and Leicester, this
season always seems to draw out the
best of what small-town living means
— neighbors showing up, not for recog-
nition, but because someone has to keep
the lights on, the library open, and the
band uniforms paid for.

You see it in the volunteers at every
church supper and food pantry, in the
veterans’ groups hosting flag-raising
ceremonies, and in the parents who
put in long evenings at the football field
concession stand. They aren’t chasing
headlines or awards. They're holding
together the quiet fabric of towns that
survive, year after year, because ordi-
nary people refuse to sit on the side-
lines.

There’s an easy temptation to think
that small-town civic life has faded —
that nobody shows up for meetings any-
more or that volunteer rosters are thin-
ning. In some ways that’s true. Every
local board could use more fresh faces.
But beneath the surface, there remains
a core of residents who still believe
that showing up matters. These are the
folks who fill out grant forms, repaint
playground benches, and keep the com-
munity centers humming when budgets
fall short.

And when challenges do arise —
whether it’s an underfunded fire depart-
ment, a school project delayed, or a
storm cleanup that takes every avail-
able truck in town — those same people
are first on scene. Their reward isn’t
fame or profit; it’s the simple satisfac-
tion of seeing their neighbors safe and
their town cared for.

That kind of civic spirit can’t be leg-
islated or purchased. It grows in the
daily interactions of people who know
one another — the friendly nod at the
post office, the shared shovel during a
snowstorm, the borrowed ladder that
gets returned a week late but never
begrudged. These small exchanges
build a resilience that no large city or
bureaucracy can replicate.

As we move into another fall full of
meetings, debates, and budget discus-
sions, it’s worth remembering that our
towns depend less on policy than on
participation. Decisions about schools,
safety services, and local priorities are
shaped by the people who take the time
to show up, ask questions, and care
enough to keep asking.

Our region has long prided itself
on being a place where neighbors still
look out for each other. That’s some-
thing worth protecting. So if you've
been thinking about joining a board,
volunteering at a fundraiser, or simply
attending a public hearing — go. Your
voice and your presence matter more
than you might think.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Who is paying?

To the Editor:

After the sham they called DOGE,
and getting rid of or cutting many
of our most worthwhile services and
programs, this administration is on
track for the highest deficit spending,
in amount and percentage of GDP in
history. If you foolishly think it is to
address the deficit or eliminate waste,
the grift has succeeded. In getting rid
of US Aids, you have already starved
500 million people to death, you have
eliminated ant healthcare or the abili-
ty of other charities to deliver it.

Does it make you proud watching
your country incinerate over 500 tons
of food, or millions of dollars worth
of contraceptives, enabling babies to
be born, then starved? Remember
when the peoples house controlled the
purse? This fascist administration
routinely vetoes passed spending bills.

In addition to these illegal acts, the
level of frivolous lawsuits and prose-
cutions is nutso The Trump adminis-
tration has lost 96 of the last hundred
of them. Someone has to pay for the
prosecutors and courts (guess who),
while saddling those the indict with
massive legal bills. I doubt it is even
legal to sue the government to recover
those costs? Guess who would pay?

Tariffs 101- guess who pays. Is it
the country he sets them on? No — it
is those doing business with those
countries. At some level, those taxes
get passed on to consumers, wheth-
er, when imported or when you buy
them, it’s included in the price. In a
logical world, this revenue, would go
back into the pot for disbursement,
or paying down debt. Apparently, the
Trump plan has him seizing the funds
in his slush fund. Farmers voted for
him overwhelmingly. The last figure I

heard is that 75 percent of small farms
will go under, having lost most inter-
national sales outlets and US Aids
to sell surplus to. Deep pockets will
buy up small farms, both foreign and
domestic, while Trump plans to help
the hard pressed Venezuelan farmers
who now sell the soy we can’t, while
our tariff taxes supplement their
income.

In addition to hiring every bully they
can find, for $50,000-plus and putting
them in masks and battles gear, we are
deploying troops who cannot legally
do law enforcement. It will only be a
matter of time before Trump recreates
the Kent State fiasco, and uses his own
foolishness and angering the citizenry;,
to declare martial law. Not only will
we pay, we become a national Gitmo or
Alligator Everglades, except with the
comforts of home, with curfews.

When Trump was sworn in, he
used no Bible because they would not
allow the Chinese version he sells.
Quite appropriate as he ignores both
Christianity and the constitution. He
promised an end to the Ukraine war
(ostensibly by abandoning the coun-
try whose borders we swore to defend
for giving up nukes). He promised to
reduce your costs for groceries and
other things. Every single thing is
going up, as tariffed goods are arriving
just in time for the holidays.

I skipped over what his “free” plane
will cost you, and your tab for support-
ing his crypto grift his sons came with
on his official Arab visits, and left
with billions in lucrative contracts.

Still wondering who pays? Buy a
mirror.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

The best defense is a sane defense

To the Editor:

Today, I am spending a bit of time in
reflection. My mother was born this
day (Oct. 5) in the year 1907. So much
has changed since that day. Women
could not vote. Cities were segregat-
ed. Jim Crow laws and racist atti-
tudes kept many minorities and poor
from being able to fully participate in
our evolving democracy and to enjoy
opportunities in our ‘land of the free
and home of the brave’.

Since the youth of my parents,
our country has made a lot of progress
toward evolving into a true democracy;,
but not without serious setbacks. We
are currently experiencing perhaps
the most dangerous setback, one that
threatens not only our democracy and
democracies throughout the world, but
the actual survival of the planet. Yes, I
am ‘Woke’ (‘awake’ to problems facing
others besides myself), and I hope to
convince many of you to become more
woke.

This past week, we witnessed
our “Secretary of War,” Pete Hegseth,
admonish an audience of our sea-
soned military leaders to change their
‘Woke’ ways and to purge from the
military any traces of the influence
of DEI (diversity, equality, inclusion).
He emphasized the importance of
the ‘warrior ethos’, stating that “the
era of the ‘Department of Defense is
over.” Like a peacock spreading his
feathers and strutting about on the
stage, he exclaimed with braggadocio
“Should our enemies choose foolishly
to challenge us, they will be crushed
by the violence, precision, and ferocity
of our War Department.” Were you
impressed? I was not, and nor were
many who were forced to travel thou-
sands of miles to attend this pep talk
(judging by their sea of faces).

To remake the military into
this unstoppable fighting machine,
Hegseth is already purging the mili-
tary of leaders he believes gained their
positions as a result of woke attitudes
encouraging greater diversity. I have
news for Pete. He did not gain his posi-
tion because of his demonstrated capa-
ble leadership, but for his sycophantic
loyalty to our Commander in Chief,
Donald Trump; and what a warrior
Trump is! With impressive leadership
like the current Commander in Chief
and the Secretary of War, what could
possibly go wrong?

Hegseth’s speech was followed
by words of ‘wisdom’ from our
Commander in Chief. Trump sug-
gested using US. cities as “training
grounds for our military”. He spoke
of the “enemy within”. Which enemy
is that? I could argue that the enemy
within is the enemy within all of us,
whether it be apathy, prejudice, cow-
ardice, greed, or whatever affliction
most severely limits our ability to be
caring human beings who can have a
positive influence on our world. Trump

appears to interpret the enemy within
to be Portland, Oregon and other ‘dan-
gerous’ Democrat-leaning cities. But
these are not his only apparent mili-
tary targets. This past month military
aircraft, on two occasions, attacked
and sank small crafts in international
waters off the coast of Venezuela, kill-
ing at least 14 men. What is the true
motivation behind these aggressive
actions? Is it meant to be a distraction
to help us forget about the Epstein
files, or does it reflect the desires of a
few billionaire campaign donors from
the oil industry?

Is it too ‘Woke’ to expect our
Commander in Chief and our
Secretary of War to abide by the
rules of law or to follow internation-
al humanitarian laws and standards
of engagement developed during the
Geneva Conventions? The Supreme
Court may have given Trump immu-
nity from prosecution, but what about
soldiers or military leaders ordered
by their Commander in Chief to per-
form illegal acts. This warrior men-
tality can result in many of our young
men and women serving in the armed
forces being placed in very danger-
ous situations. I remember the My
Lai Massacre during the Vietnam War
where U.S. soldiers Killed at least sev-
eral hundred unarmed Vietnamese
civilians (primarily women, children
and the elderly in the village) and
committed other atrocities, including
abuse of women and children. Those
atrocities were initially covered up.
Does that sound familiar? We are
currently experiencing a government
shutdown, and Trump clearly hopes
that the shutdown continues. He is no
more motivated to end this shutdown
than is Netanyahu to end the fighting
in Gaza. Both men want to delay pros-
ecution for their illegal acts.

Another quote from Pete Hegseth’s
speech: “If the words I'm speaking
today are making your heart sink,
then you should do the honorable
thing and resign.” With a Commander
in Chief in serious mental decline and
a sycophant Secretary of War willing
to target “the enemy within” or to
ignore rules of law or accepted mili-
tary standards of behavior, I suspect
that many of our most intelligent mil-
itary leaders are feeling heavy hearts.
Would you question orders to launch
missiles coming from our Warrior
Commander in Chief with the self-pro-
claimed “genius brain?”’ You have
probably heard the saying that “the
best defense is a good offense.” I would
argue that the best defense is a sane
defense. Destroying our democracy
and rewarding greed and corruption
at the expense of the common good
can destroy a nation without firing a
shot.

DaviD W. BRoWN
NORTH BROOKFIELD

VIEWPOINT

ON AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

Making the most
of Medicare open

enrollment

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

When you turn 65, Medicare becomes
avital part of your health care coverage.
But signing up is just the beginning.
Many people don’t realize that Medicare
isn’t a “set it and forget it” program. In
fact, you have the opportunity — and
often the need — to review and adjust
your coverage every single year.

The annual Medicare Open
Enrollment period, which runs from
Oct. 15 through Dec. 7 each year, is
your chance to take a fresh look at your
health care needs and make sure your
Medicare plan still fits your life. Then
you can determine whether your med-
ical and prescription plans need to be
switched or dropped.

Just like your health can change from
year to year, so can Medicare plans.
Insurance companies may adjust their
coverage and costs or even discontinue
certain plans entirely. By taking time
during the open enrollment period to
compare your options, you might dis-
cover a plan that saves money, offers
better coverage or both.

As a reminder, you have several
options when it comes to your Medicare
coverage.

Original Medicare (Parts A and
B) covers hospital stays and medical
services such as doctor visits. Part A
typically comes with no monthly pre-
mium if yowve worked for at least 10
years. Part B requires monthly premi-
ums — $206.50 or more in 2026, depend-
ing on your income. They may also be
copays and deductibles.

Medicare Advantage (Part C) offers
an all-in-one alternative to Original
Medicare. These plans are offered by
private insurance companies. They
often bundle together hospital, medical
and prescription drug coverage. They
may also include extra benefits like
vision, dental and wellness programs
that Original Medicare doesmt cover.

Medicare Part D provides standalone
prescription drug coverage for those
who stick with Original Medicare.

Medicare Supplement (Medigap) pol-
icies help cover the out-of-pocket costs
that Original Medicare doesnt pay, such
as copayments and deductibles.

When shopping for Medicare plans,
there are several important areas you
should consider to determine which
options are right for you:

Out-of-pocket costs such as monthly
premiums, deductibles, copayments and
any other expenses Medicare doesmwt
cover. Sometimes a plan with a high-
er premium saves you money overall
because of lower copays.

Prescription drug coverage deserves
special attention. All Medicare plans
for 2026 will include a $2,100 cap on what
you pay out of pocket for covered pre-
scription drugs, up from $2,000 in 2025.
However, this cap only applies to drugs
that your plan covers, making it crucial
to verify your medications are included.

Your health care needs for the com-
ing year matter too. Do you have sur-
geries planned? New health conditions
to manage? Yowll want to make sure
your potential plan covers the care you
expect to need.

Travel plans can also influence your
choice. Original Medicare typically
doesmt cover services overseas, so fre-
quent travelers might want supplemen-
tal coverage for emergencies abroad.

If you don’t make any changes during
open enrollment, you’ll likely be auto-
matically reenrolled in your current
plan for the following year, as long as it’s
still available and you continue paying
required premiums.

Don’t let your Medicare plan run on
autopilot. Take advantage of the annual
open enrollment period — between Oct.
15 and Dec. 7 — to ensure your coverage
continues to serve you well in the year
ahead.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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Plant ﬂﬂvoﬁul and nutritious garlic in Fall

Lower your blood pressure and cholesterol, fight
heart disease, boost your immune system and add a
bit of flavor to your meals by growing your own gar-
lic. This vegetable has been used as
both food and medicine for thousands of

within each group. Hardneck garlic varieties develop
a stiff flower stalk, tend to have larger cloves, and
flavors ranging from mild to spicy. Softneck varieties
vary in their adaptability to long

cold winters, cool moist springs
years. GARDEN and warm summers. They lack
MOMENTS the stiff flower stalk so the leaves

can be braided, and the bulbs tend
to have a longer shelf life.

Purchase firm, healthy bulbs of gar-
lic sold for growing in the garden. One
pound of garlic typically fills a 30’ row
but this can vary depending on the vari-
ety It’s best not to use garlic sold at the
grocery store as it may have been treated
to prevent sprouting and it may not be

MELINDA
MYERS

Garlic bulbs typically contain
seven or more individual cloves.
The larger the clove you plant,
the bigger the bulb you’ll har-

Separate garlic cloves

Melinda Myers

right before planting and

plant the largest cloves with their papery covering.

suitable for growing in your climate.

Select the best variety for your growing conditions
and preferred flavor. Hardneck garlic typically pre-

vest. Separate the cloves right

before planting and do not remove the papery cover-

fers colder climates while most softneck garlic prefers

warmer climates, but this varies with the varieties

In the summer of
1803, six American

U.S. Navy!

was seized with
all 307 aboard. The

. - PosITIvELY .
warships sliced captured ship was
through the Atlantic,  SPEAKING  refloated, turned
crewed by fewer against its own
than 2,000 barely TOBY fleet, and now
trained men—farm MOORE flew the flag of the
boys, fishermen, and =—— enemy— one of
dockhands. America’s greatest

warships, lost in a single
The newly formed day

United States was broke,
its Navy skeletal, its trade
raided by Barbary pirates
from North Africa, bleed-
ing off an estimated 20
percent of American
maritime commerce.

Their orders: reach
Tripoli and challenge a
rogue regime that extort-
ed even the greatest
empires. Few expected
them to return.

For generations,
European powers had
bought peace with gold—
but as Barbary raids on
American merchants
escalated, President
Thomas Jefferson faced
a choice: submit, or fight
with a navy that barely
existed.

When the Americans
arrived, the enemy was
waiting—light, fast, and
ruthless. They were out-
numbered, but not out-
matched.

The Americans trapped
them in port, daring the
pirates to come out and
fight.

However, just as
momentum was build-
ing, disaster struck.
The Philadelphia, one
of the strongest of the
American warships, ran
aground off Tripoli and

| ETTERS TO

Refusing to let the
ship be used against
them, they launched one
of the boldest raids in
naval history: Under the
cover of night, disguised
as Maltese sailors, they
floated into harbor on a
captured pirate vessel,
boarded the Philadelphia,
and turned her into a
floating inferno.

The raid ignited
American morale, but the
war dragged on—until
one man dared to rewrite
the story.

Enter William Eaton—
former US consul to
Tunis, burning with
vengeance, armed with
a wild plan. Eaton’s tar-
get? Derna—a coastal
city, lightly defended and
exposed to the desert.
Eaton would cross the
sands and strike it from
behind. The goal was to
show that the US could
do what no European
power dared: land troops
in North Africa, raise
an army, and defeat the
pirates on their own soil.

In March 1805, William
Eaton assembled a ragtag
force of 8 U.S. Marines,
40 Greek and Italian mer-
cenaries, about 100 Arab
and scattered

cavalry,

THE EDITOR

Three thank yous

To the Editor:

To begin, a thank you to the New

Leader Editor for his continuing
Editorials on the importance of our
communities and need for all of us,
despite what problems and differences
we have, to keep them strong,

Likewise, thank you for the writ-
er who, in last week’s edition, wrote
“Welcome to Hungary” President
Trump, after denying (that is, lying)
this week said this Hungarian anti-de-
mocracy and anti-American. model is
the one that he and his very powerful
senior staff person Russell Vought fol-
low — with only one difference. As the
letter so well indicates, they and others
in this Trump administration do it to us
with far more violence and destruction.
This destruction includes our govern-
ment and the values of our Founding
Fathers and those who for 250 years
have built on them, both Republican
and Democrat.

This 1is the choice we have. Do
we continue to follow our Founding
Fathers Washington, Jefferson, Adams,
and later Lincoln, who wanted to build
and retain a better country for all or
Trump and his Project 2025 Hungarian
model destroyers?

Then, a final thank you to the writer
of “Confusing Hippocratic Oath with
hypocritical.” The writer excellently
provides a detailed list of the damage
and destruction that has taken place
since the beginning — just eight months
ago — of this out of control Trump and
his administration. This happens not
only to America, but to our friends and
allies across the world. Only dictator-
ships like Russia and China applaud
this weakening of the United States.

Again, thank you all. I hope not just
these writers, but we all work to correct
the Trump wrongs, especially for our
innocent children and grandchildren.

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER

Bedouin fighters.

Fewer than 500 men—
fractured by language,
loyalty, and purpose—
marched forward. They
crossed hundreds of
miles of desert where
water vanished, men hal-
lucinated, and camels col-
lapsed in blinding sand-
storms. Sun scorched by
day, the cold bit at night.
Food ran short, tempers
flared, tribal help desert-
ed, and the campaign
nearly collapsed over bro-
ken promises.

The road to Derna was
carved through hell.

After seven weeks, they
arrived at the gates ready
for war. Eaton attacked as
US warships unleashed
cannon fire from off-
shore. The fighting was
brutal—gunfire ripped
through tents, smoke
choked the hillside, and
Eaton was shot through
the wrist, but pressed on
with his arm in a sling.
After fierce close com-
bat, Derna fell, and for
the first time in history,
the Stars and Stripes flew
triumphantly on foreign
soil. It was this moment
that inspired the famous
line still sung today in the
Marine Corps Hymn: ‘to
the shores of Tripoli’.

The victory stunned
the Barbary world. Eaton
marched across a waste-
land and took a city no
one thought could fall.
The pirates’ resolve
broke, and they signed a
peace agreement within
weeks, and the American
prisoners from the

OCA
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SITE CANY,

MARINE

Tops . Interlors Covers
Marc Bouvier 508-867-8072

ing. Use the largest cloves for growing and the small-
er ones to flavor your favorite fall and winter meals.

Grow garlic in a sunny location with well-drained
soil. Prepare the soil by adding organic matter like

compost and a low nitrogen slow-release fertilizer.
Avoid high nitrogen, fast release fertilizers that pro-
mote top growth with smaller bulbs. Fertilize again
in spring as growth begins.

Philadelphia walked free.
What began as a desper-
ate gamble became one of
the boldest military feats
in the early history of the
United States.

Plant the cloves in the fall about six weeks before
the ground freezes in cold climates and late fall or
early winter in warmer regions.
cloves six inches apart with the pointed side up and
the base of the clove two to three inches below the
soil surface. Space single rows 12 to 14 inches apart

Space individual

or double rows six inches apart with 30 INCHES

The message was clear:
the United States would
not just send ships; it
would send men, cross
deserts, storm walls, and
bleed on foreign ground
to defend its people and
principles.

This October 13th
marks the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States
Navy—born in uncer-
tainty, and defined by
resolve.

between each set of double rows. For more intensive
wide row and square foot growing, plant multiple
rows with four to eight inches between cloves.

Spread a six-inch layer of weed-free straw over the
soil surface after planting to conserve moisture and
suppress weeds. This also provides added insulation
in colder regions and helps prevent frost heaving that
occurs when temperatures fluctuate, causing soil to
alternately freeze, thaw and shift throughout the win-
ter. Cover the straw with evergreen boughs in windy
locations to help hold the straw in place.

Water newly planted garlic thoroughly at plant-

ing and as needed in fall to encourage the roots

From the shores of
Tripoli to every ocean
since, the US Navy, along
with the US Marine Corps
and the entire American
military, has stood as a
shield for freedom and
a symbol of courage. To
all who have served and
continue to serve: Thank
You.

and a shoot to form. Water often enough to keep
the soil evenly moist during the growing season.
Inconsistent moisture when the plants are actively
growing results in smaller and misshapen bulbs.
Keep the soil around the plants covered with organic
mulch to conserve moisture and suppress weeds.

Make this the season you plant garlic. Then enjoy
the homegrown flavor and health benefits it provides.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening

books, including the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook,

Today, we face new
adversaries—One nation
with a fleet much larg-
er than our own. Once
again, we may be out-
numbered, but we will
never be outmatched.

Like Eaton before us,
we’ll rise to meet the
challenge. May God bless
the USA!

2nd Edition and Small Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” stream-
ing courses and the nationally syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment radio program. Myers is a columnist
and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine
and her Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

For Advertising

Information

Call 774-200-7308

Toby Moore is a colum-
nist, the star of Emmy
- Nominated A Separate
Peace, and the CEO of
Cubestream Inc.

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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ERS W HOUSE CLEAN OUTSJ] SEPTIC SYSTEMS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS  » -

il §
1
o
House Clean Outs * Junk Removal
Basements * Garages ° Attics

Whole Houses * Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal
Qorving Central Mage
Call Ckip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

TREE SERVICE

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References

Workmans Comp Insured
¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal
e Stump Grinding
¢ Bohcat Rental
e Lot Clearing
o Storm Clean-up j
* Firewood $265/cord (2 cord mm
e Astroturf For Sale
e Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175
e = ~= a0

R. Barnes & Sons
Sanitation
* Cesspool Pumping
¢ Title V Certification
e Portable Toilet Rentals
e Reasonable rates

508-867-3063
508-867-8993
- O O & (

TREE SERVICE

Young’s
Tre

Service

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

~ John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358

Fully Insured
Free Estimates BBB
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Former Bay Path Nursing Academy director
attends emergency preparedness workshop

Dr. Bolandrina and Lois Luniewicz of CMMRC.

HUBBARDSTON — In a time when
natural disasters and public health
emergencies are becoming more fre-
quent and severe, proactive prepared-
ness can be the difference between
chaos and coordinated care. That was

Courtesy

the message delivered loud and clear
on Saturday, Oct. 4, as the Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) and
the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) host-
ed the “One Step Ahead... Before the
Storm” Emergency Preparedness

Workshop at Hubbardston Center
School.

The event, held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
brought together community members,
volunteers, and emergency prepared-
ness professionals from across the
region for a day of collaboration, hands-
on learning, and resilience-building.

Representing health, education, and
volunteerism

Among the attendees was Dr.
Gretheline Ramos Bolandrina, a long-
time MRC volunteer, nurse educator,
and former Academy Director of the
Bay Path RVTHS Practical Nursing
Academy in Charlton and her husband,
Joseph Bolandrina of Athol, also a
long-time MRC volunteer. Representing
both their commitment to community
health and professional education, the
Bolandrinas joined fellow volunteers
such as Lois Luniewicz (of CMMRC), in
refining emergency response skills and
fostering connections vital for coordi-
nated disaster readiness.

“As a nurse, educator, and volunteer,
I see the value of this kind of com-
munity engagement firsthand,” said
Bolandrina. “Preparedness is not just
about knowing what to do; it’s about
building a network of people who are
trained, informed, and ready to act
together.”

Training for the unexpected

The workshop focused on three main
objectives:

Fostering collaboration between area
residents, CERT, and MRC members
before emergencies happen;

Reviewing critical response skills for
disaster events; and

Encouraging preparedness among
individuals and families.

Participants rotated through a series
of interactive sessions, including:

Emergency Preparedness Bingo -
A fun, prizefilled game led by Judie
O’Donnell, teaching participants about
essential items to keep on hand for
storms and power outages.

Stop the Bleed - Taught by Paul
Laitenen and Arthur Elbthal, this
crucial hands-on workshop equipped
attendees with life-saving techniques
to help injured persons before EMS

arrives.

Social Media Messaging
During Emergencies - Hosted by
the Massachusetts Emergency

Management Agency (MEMA), this ses-
sion explored how effective messaging
through social platforms can aid com-
munication during crises.

Shelter Setup and Management -
Instructed by Rich Curtis, this course
detailed the steps to open, operate, and
close a community shelter—something
that requires more than just opening
doors.

Remember the Pets — With insights
from JoAnn Griffin, this session high-
lighted the importance of including
pets in emergency plans, ensuring they
remain safe and unharmed during
disaster scenarios.

A community effort with national
impact

CERT and MRC programs are fed-
erally recognized volunteer initiatives
designed to supplement professional
responders by training local citizens in
basic disaster response. From fire safe-
ty and medical aid to shelter logistics
and emotional support, volunteers help
fill vital roles when communities are
overwhelmed.

For Bolandrina, the workshop was
a perfect reflection of the mission she
promoted at Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy and through her public ser-
vice.

“This is how we build resilient com-
munities—by coming together to learn,
practice, and prepare,” she said. “It’s
empowering to know that we have the
tools to help—not just in hospitals or
classrooms, but right here in our neigh-
borhoods.”

Looking ahead

With hurricane season and winter
storms looming, the timing of the work-
shop served as a call to action for all
residents to review their personal emer-
gency plans, check their supply Kits,
and consider how they can serve others
during times of crisis.

As Bolandrina remarked, “When we
prepare together, we respond better
together.”

West Brooktield West Brookfield Knights of Columbus
hosting spaghetti dinner

zoning bylaw
amendment put

on hold

WEST BROOKFIELD — West Brookfield’s Annual
Town Meeting that was held on June 3 has received a
decision from the Attorney General’s office regarding

Article 15, which states:

“To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of
West Brookfield Zoning Bylaws by amending Section
3.23 Commercial Use by adding Section 17 Indoor

Storage as follows:
17 Indoor Storage

Use of existing structures for indoor storage of

boats, automobiles and/or equipment as

determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals, includ-

ing the rental of structures for said use,

but excluding the storage of liquid hazardous mate-

rials, as defined in G.L. c.21E.

or take any other action relative thereto. (Sponsored

by the Planning Board).”

WEST BROOKFIELD — The Knights of Columbus Council 11080 and the Mary Martha Sodality are sponsor-

ing a spaghetti dinner this month.
The dinner will take place on Saturday, Oct. 25, in Dugan Hall at Sacred Heart Church (10 Milk St.).
Proceeds from the event will benefit the Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish.

Dinner includes pasta fagioli; a garden salad; meatballs and sausage; spaghetti and sauce; Italian bread; a
dessert; and water, soda, and coffee.
The dinner cost is a $15 donation per person ($10 for children under 12 years old).

calling 413-813-8100.

When the meeting was held on June 3, the article

passed unanimously in a simple majority vote.

The Attorney General’s office has decided to place
this article on “299 hold” due to the public hearing
notice not being posted for 14 days prior to the annual

meeting, as required by law.

You may also send an email to: wallyconnorl22@gmail.com.
Tickets will only be available at the door while they last.

many more. This program is free and open to the public. You will
be supporting local artists with your purchase.

Fami|9 Dining & Gitt Guide

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

CHARLIE'S

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 10/9 & SATURDAY 10/10

TUNA STEAK

AFTER 5:00 PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

<y 508-885-4033

[@]{e[M www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

Breakfast All Day

Lunch
ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

15 S. Main St., Leicester o 508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Stuffed

Crepes
Everyday!

Amazing

Breakfast & Lunch ¢« BREAKFAST ALL DAY
Daily Specials * Homemade Soups

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS

Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed: Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs:  Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri: Fish and Chips
31 Pleasant St., Spencer, MA
508.885.7705 e

f

Open 7 Days * 6:00am-2:00pm = =

Take-out will be available at 6 p.m. The sit-down dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m.
Admission tickets are also good for entry for a special door prize. Additionally, raffle tickets will be available.
Advance ticket purchases are encouraged. Tickets are available from any Knight or Sodality member, or by

Ieicester

East Brookfield  Public Library
Library hosting

annual craft fair

EAST BROOKFIELD — The East Brookfield Public Library will
hold its annual Craft Fair Saturday, Oct. 18 from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Stop by and start your holiday shopping early, Knitters, doll mak-
ers, candles, woodwork, adult clothing protectors, painters and

announces
October
programs

LEICESTER — Guests of all ages are
invited to enjoy autumn programs at
Leicester Public Library.

The Friends of the Library will hold
a semi-annual book sale on three dates:
Saturday, Oct. 18 (10 am. to 2 p.m.);
Tuesday, Oct. 21 (9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.); and
Wednesday, Oct. 22 (9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.).

All book sale events will take place at
the library. Books, movies, CDs, audio-
books, puzzles, and board games are
all $1 each. Only cash or checks will
be accepted. All money raised by the
Friends goes directly to support library
programs and activities.

The library will host a Halloween
costume exchange during all hours the
library is open between Oct. 4-31.

“Costume donations are encouraged
but not required,” read a statement
released by the library. “Come pick out a
new or gently used Halloween costume.
Most are Kkids’ sizes, but there are a few
adult sizes as well.”

The library will hold its annu-
al Halloween party from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 25. The event
will include snacks, games, crafts, and
a spooky story to Kick off the festivities
at1l a.m.

Activities at the Halloween party
are designed for preschool and school-
aged children, but everyone is welcome
to attend. Costumes are optional but
encouraged.

For a complete list of upcoming
library programs, check out the calen-
dar section at www.leicesterlibraryorg.

ww.StonebridgePress.com
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A journey of heart: From Kenya to care

CHARLTON For Michael
Mutunga Wairimu, nursing is more
than a job—it’s a vow to serve humani-
ty at its most vulnerable. His path into
the profession wasn’t linear, nor easy,
but it was intentional. Rooted in empa-
thy, resilience, and an unwavering
belief in people, Michael’s journey has
taken him from classrooms in Kenya
to nursing homes in Massachusetts—
always with a focus on healing, hope,
and heart. “My nursing journey was
a commitment to the most profound
parts of the human experience,” says
Wairimu. “We meet people where they
are, in pain, in fear, sometimes even at
the end. That connection—that trust—
is sacred.”

A global beginning

Originally from Kenya, Wairimu’s
passion for caregiving emerged at an
early age. After completing his educa-
tion at Moi Ndeffo Secondary School,
he pursued a Diploma in Psychological
Counseling at Kenya Psychological
Counselling College, followed by a
Certificate in Computer Literacy from
Egerton University. With a solid foun-
dation in both emotional and practical
care, he emigrated to the U.S., where
he quickly immersed himself in com-
munity service and healthcare roles.

Nursing education & growth in
Massachusetts

Wairimu graduated in June 2024
from the Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy in Charlton, with a
Certificate in Practical Nursing. He
also earned certifications in Mental
Health First Aid Dementia Training,
and BLS/HCP CPR/First Aid—creden-
tials that showcase his commitment to
quality care and continued growth.

“The strengths of Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy were the learning
environment and the professors,”
Wairimu reflects. “The school was
well-equipped, and the faculty had
great knowledge. They were there for
us—not just as instructors, but as men-
tors.”

Among those mentors were Dr. Ana
Olivar, who instilled high standards
(always do your best), and Dr. Adelina
Healy, whom Wairimu describes as an
“angel” in his academic journey. “She
told me, ‘You will make a good nurse
in the future.” And she meant it. They
took me under their wings and mod-
eled true professionalism.”

Wairimu also credits Dr. Gretheline
Bolandrina, whose motivational words
and tireless dedication to students
left a lasting impact: “Thank you for
always supporting us and sharing our
little winnings.”

Clinical rotations & real-world train-
ing

Wairimu’s clinical experienc-
es strengthened both his technical
skills and emotional intelligence.
As a Student Nurse at Quaboag
Rehabilitation Center (April 2024 -

June 2024) and Holden Rehabilitation
Center (January 2024 — April 2024). He
administered medications, monitored
vitals, assisted with activities of daily
living, and collaborated with health-
care teams. He worked under close
supervision to sharpen his judgment,
professionalism, and bedside manner.

Professional experience & dedica-
tion to care

Wairimu has worked in vari-
ous healthcare settings, including
Westside House Nursing Home (LPN,
September 2025 — Present), adminis-
tering medications, recording vitals,
and providing compassionate bedside
care. Jewish Healthcare Center (LPN,
July 2024 - September 2024)
Supporting patients with mobility,
medications, and recovery. Venture
Community Services (Direct Care
Worker, March 2022 - September
2025): Teaching life skills, providing
general care, and supporting emotion-
al well-being. Open Sky Community
Services (Direct Care Worker, July
2022 — June 2023) Supporting individu-
als in group homes through meal prep,
appointments, and daily activities.

He shared, “What makes a good care-
giver isn’t just the tasks. Its presence,
patience, and persistence. You must
listen—not just to symptoms, but to
people.”

Emotional challenges and hard-won
resilience
Wairimu speaks openly about the

KITCHEN
PACKAGE &
LAUNDRY
REBATES

43” Smart TV.

emotional toll of nursing—the exhaus-
tion, the burnout, the struggle to not
carry work home and still be present
for his family.

“There were times of deep self-
doubt,” he says. “I had to fight burnout
and learn that asking for help isn’t a
weakness. It’s how we survive.”

His greatest personal success?
“Resilience. I survived the toughest
days and emerged a stronger, more
skilled, more compassionate nurse.”

Fatherhood, faith & fuel for the
future

Now a proud father to Ella, his sev-
en-month-old daughter, Wairimu finds
renewed purpose in balancing work
and family.

“She’s my biggest inspiration,” he
says. “When I look at her, I'm remind-
ed of why I work so hard. Every shift,
every sleepless night—I'm doing it for
her.”

He also draws daily motivation from
the patients he serves—people who,
despite their pain or limitations, teach
him about courage.

The road ahead: A prudent nurse

For Wairimu, the NCLEX-PN was a
tough battle, but he remained unde-
terred.

“I did not give up. I worked hard on
my weaknesses, and I passed,” he said.

A MassHire Grant Recipient, active
volunteer in community clinics and

Michael Mutunga Wairimu

Middle School), Wairimu continues to
serve and inspire those around him.
He closes, “This isn’t just a job. It’s
a life of service. If you lead with
compassion, stay teachable, and never
stop fighting for your purpose—you’ll

MATI'RESS SALE!

school screenings (Charlton BP Clinic, always be on the right path.”

Shepherd Hill BP Screening, Charlton

HUNDREDS OF
E-BIKES!
-

WE INSTALL
TELEVISIONS,
MICROWAVES &
DISHWASHERS!

SAMSUNG

WASHER & DRYER
#46300 Reg. $1599.99

\__AFTER REBATE!

TWIN: $19

(REGULARLY $299)

FULL: $269

(REGULARLY $499)

QUEEN: 5299

(REGULARLY $599)

21 CU.FT.
FREEZER

Reg. $999.99

‘3799.99 ‘

(" GE DELUXE |(
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

\ J
5

DELUXE
FRIGIDAIRE
INDUCTION STOVE

Reg. $1299.99

‘1099*
7 L J

Regularly $249.9 e

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV.

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99

~

AMANA
WASHER OR
DRYER
Reg. $599.99

\ 489 J

T ——
SAMSUNG TOP LOAD | (

WASHER & DRYER
Pair - Reg. $1199.99

][ DISHWASHER

—a s $ 99 Reg. $1999.99

$ .99 _

299~ ‘11937 | 399~

G.E.27CU.FT. |[
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

5CU. FT.
CHEST
FREEZER

‘ SI 89.99 ‘

G. E DELUXE

GAS RANGE
Reg. $899.99

| 5699 .99

FRIGIDAIRE )

Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$449.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV.
Regularly $699.99

TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATO!
Reg. $899.99

(WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. FT)) (

\ 3799.99 |

([ 10 CU.FT. )
FREEZER

 WHIRLPOOL |
SIDE BY SIDE

FRIGIDAIRE

REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $699.99

k 5599 99

LG a0 WASHER OR
ERTHE STOVE | | WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99 DRYER Reg. $1499.99 Reg. $459.99
Reg $249-99

Reg. $699.99
199" ) °1399%) ‘549~ | 1199*(°399*
7 \\ 7 \ J \ J

FAMOUS MAKER ) ( Y (MAYTAG DELUXE )
OVER THE STOVE

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

WHITCO

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

ﬁ E' Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-Opm  Sat: 9am-8pm  Sun: 12pm-7pm  FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

Community

Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE

PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

MEEPFRA. Tanks Filled

0-50 cucrsaerias $5.70 300-500......0.000 $255 o 80%
L p— $2.40 ]
75150 cvvrvers $3.05 Du] FUel .o 375  Driver
150-300........$275 Drop off Tanks....$300 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Sunday price 10/5/25 was 52-99 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

SR

o

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\Viorin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOL

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ [t

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

N@RTHEASJT' PIZZA is OUR

JP J[ \ @w&m

Fresh ingredtents, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997

Open 7 Days a Week  We Deliver

OCTOBER SPECIALS
Mushroom BLT Small
Pizza Grinder Cheese Pizza

Sm. $6.99 | gm g” $5.00 |EVERYDAY 11-4
Lg. $9.99 Lg. 12” $6.99 only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Cannot be combined
with other specials or coupons.

West Brookfield

208 W. Main St.
508-867-9567

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~

~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St.
508-892-9276

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For
Advertising
Call The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
. _ Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
774 200. |7308 Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
.emal ) and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
mlkael?@ Buy What You Like And 1 Will Install.
StOﬂEbrldge Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]
press.news Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

sl

sh—si—si—3

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org
Find Us on Social Media F1®

VY I R R I R R S I R R VI R R A RV A

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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OBITUARY

Paul W. Fortune, 77

Paul W. Fortune, 77,
- | passed away peace-
fully at home on
| Saturday, September

27,2025. He is survived
| by his wife of 52 years,
Regan; his son Tyler;
his daughter Ashley
and her husband Sean;
4 grandchildren: Kyla,
Cole, Augustus and Autumn; his sister
Wendy, and her husband Mark, several
nieces, nephews, cousins and countless
good friends. He is predeceased by his
brothers John and Gary.

Paul was born in Worcester the son
of the late Harold J. and Rita (Wilson)
Fortune before moving to Leicester
where he graduated from Leicester
High School and later earned his
Associates Degree from Quinsigamond
Community College. Paul served his
country as a member of the United
States Air Force and was stationed on
Cape Cod as a weather observer.

Paul was an incredibly talented build-
er and carpenter. He worked as the
Supervisor of Building Maintenance/

Construction for
Clark University for
roughly 30 years. In
his free time Paul was
an avid outdoorsman
and a lifetime mem-
ber of the Leicester
Rod & Gun Club. Paul
collected and restored
antique tractors and
Mitchell fishing reels. On winter days,
Paul could be found soaking up the
heat of the woodstove carving fan birds.
He enjoyed taking drives with Regan
in his restored 1957 MGA. Paul loved
fishing with his grandchildren at Lake
Winnipesaukee, bow season and his
sister’s cooking. Paul will be greatly
missed and always remembered.

Calling hours are Saturday, October
11, 2025 from 1:00-3:00pm at Morin
Funeral Home, 1131 Main Street,
Leicester, MA 01524. In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations in Paul’s memory
may be made to: https://www.plantme-
morialtree.com/ or https://shop.aliv-
ingtribute.org/

RON

DISCOVER

Bring your family’s memorial back to its
original beauty.
Have it cleaned by us professionally.

PEPIN
GRANITE INC

MONUMENTS

Specializing In:
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated ¢ Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 « 1500 Main St.e
Leo Pepin Jr. « Chantelle Pepin

F—
VISA

Leicester, MA 01524

SRO

continued from page Al

and Dbettering myself,
as far as staying up to
date on my trainings and
finding new trainings to
grow within this role,”
Clements said. “My favor-
ite part about being an
SRO is getting to know
the children and staff
within the community. I
am able to interact with
them and be a positive
impact on their life, while
also doing what I love in
keeping everyone safe.”
Added Clements,
“Being an SRO is about
meeting the kids on their
level, and being someone
they can look to for advice
and guidance. I enjoy get-
ting to know the kids and
their backgrounds, while
also sharing with them
who I am and sharing the
joy of my job.”
Responsibilities  for
Clements at EBES vary
from day to day. Common
focus areas include access
control; guidance for
students and staff; devel-
opment of educational
programs for students;
taking reports within

the school; and handling
juvenile-related calls
during his patrol time.

“lI wear many hats
when I am here, from
police, counselor, educa-
tor, friend, etc.,” Clements
said.

Clements thanks the
EBES community for
welcoming him into their
learning family, as well as
the SEBRSD leadership
team.

“The first month on the
job has been wonderful. I
have thoroughly enjoyed
meeting everyone and
getting to know various
personalities and ways in
which I can have a posi-
tive impact in my role,”
Clements reflected. “I
have gotten to know the
school, and I've spoken to
various staff about prob-
lem-solving and law-relat-
ed issues. I have also had
the opportunity to share
my story of who I am and
why I love being a police
officer.”

As the school year
moves along, Spencer-
East Brookfield
Regional School District
Superintendent  Paul
Haughey looks forward to
seeing Clements continue

to strengthen his bonds
across the EBES commu-
nity.

“We are so excit-
ed for him to join East
Brookfield Elementary
School and to become an
integral part of our com-
munity,” read a statement
released by Haughey. “We
value the connections he
will build with our stu-
dents as he greets them
in the mornings, visits
classrooms, and partic-
ipates in school activi-
ties.”

Clements is currently
in the process of devel-
oping educational pro-
grams in multiple areas,
including internet safety
and problem-solving.

“I am also looking for-
ward to going to various
activities held at the ele-
mentary school through-
out the year. Just really
getting out there and giv-
ing back in the best way
possible,” Clements told
the New Leader.

Away from work,
Clements enjoys spend-
ing time with his wife
and two children. He is
a big sports fan, cheering
on the New York Yankees
and Denver Broncos.

SLACK

continued from page Al

promotional events for
her book. On Saturday;,
Oct. 18, from noon to 2
p.m., she will visit A Great
Notion (65 Southbridge
St., Auburn).

On Saturday, Now.
1, from 2-3:30 p.m.,
the author will attend
Booklovers’ Gourmet (72
East Main St., Webster).

On Wednesday, Nov. 12,

at 6 p.m., Slack will attend
Tidepool Bookshop
(372 Chandler St. in
Worcester).

As she begins the pro-
cess of sharing her lat-
est release with readers,
Slack is also focused on
her next writing projects.

“I'm planning to con-
tinue to work on the craft
of writing to improve
my skills. I do have some
connected short stories
that I could expand into
a novel. I'll see where my

energy takes me,” the
author said.

Slack’s short stories
have been published
in MUSED, Adelaide
Literary, and in the 2023
Quabbin Quills antholo-
gy, Our Wild Winds.

To learn more about
Slack and her works, visit
www.maryanneslack.
com. The site also allows
visitors to sign up for
a monthly newsletter
released by the author.

Send all obituary notices fo
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90,
Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail
{0 obifs(@stonebridgepress.news

LEGALS

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer
Wetlands By-Law:

Authur Cyr has filed an RDA with the
Spencer Conservation Commission to
replace the septic system located at 43
Borkum Road, Spencer, MA.

Mark Auger has filed an RDA with the
Spencer Conservation Commission to
remove branches and trees located at
45 Oakland Drive, Spencer, MA.
George Lussier has filed an NOI with
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion for a proposed single-family home,
septic & driveway located at 25 Marble
Road, Spencer, MA.

Mike McTigue has filed an RDA with
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to remove branches/trees located
at 43 Oakland Drive, Spencer, MA.
Stephen Boyle has filed an NOI with
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to replace retaining walls, steps
and remove trees located at 10 Laurel
Lane, Spencer, MA.

Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing
regarding these filings will be held by
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday,
October 22, 2025 at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be present
or call in remotely to participate. Con-
servation Commission meetings open
at6:15 p.m.

October 10, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. WO25C0340CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Aaron Paul Raby-Denham
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Aaron Paul Raby-Denham of Warren
MA requesting that the court enter a
Decree changing their name to:
Aaron Paul Denham

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 10/28/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance if
you object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 22, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 10, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the provisions of
Massachusetts General Law, Chapter
131, Section 40 of the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act, the North Brookfield Con-
servation Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on October 14, 2025 at 7:00
p.m. at the Town Offices, 215 No. Main
St., No. Brookfield for an NOI filing and
associated activities on 20 Ryan Road,
North Brookfield.
Any person interested in this matter is
invited to attend the hearing.
October 10, 2025

Public Hearing Notice
Town of Spencer —
Hazard Mitigation Plan
The Town of Spencer, in collabora-
tion with the Central Massachusetts

Regional  Planning

Commission

Justin Smith

(CMRPC), will hold a public hear-
ing to review and discuss the Spencer
Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP):

Date: Monday, October 20, 2025

Time: 6:00 PM
Location: McCourt Social Hall
157 Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

This meeting can also be accessed
virtually using the following link:
https://www.gotomeet.me/
TownofSpencerMA/boardofselectmen
This hearing will take place during
the Board of Selectmen meeting. The
purpose of the hearing is to:
* Provide an overview of the Hazard
Mitigation Planning process
e Discuss the updated Spencer Hazard
Mitigation Plan
¢ Inform the public about the current
public comment period for the Plan
Community members are encouraged
to attend, learn about the plan, and
provide feedback. Public input is a vital
part of the planning process to help
reduce risks from natural hazards and
improve community resilience.
For more information or to
review the draft plan, please visit:
https://www.spencerma.gov/home/
news/hazard-mitigation-plan-pub-
lic-comment
For questions or comments related to
the public hearing or the HMP, please
contact:
eJohn O’Leary — joleary@cmrpc.org
*Will Talbot — wtalbot@cmrpc.org
October 10, 2025

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT
25 SM 002959

ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in East Brookfield, numbered 101
Putney Court, given by Justin Smith
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Residential Mortgage Services,
Inc., dated April 22, 2015, and record-
ed at Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
53641, Page 238, as affected by a
Loan Modification Agreement dated
December 26, 2024 and recorded at
said Registry in Book 71557, Page
256 and now held by the plaintiff
by assignment, has/have filed with
this court a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant's/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then
you or your attorney must file a written
appearance and answer in this court
at Three Pemberton Square, Boston,
MA 02108 on or before November 17
2025 or you may lose the opportunity
to challenge the foreclosure on the
grounds of noncompliance with the
Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief
Justice of said Court on September
30, 2025.

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder

October 10, 2025

For Legal Advertising Information
Call 508-909-4127
email:legals@stonebridge press.news
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BREAKFAST

continued from page Al

Members of the Leicester
Public Schools enjoy giv-
ing back through several
events and programs at the
Senior Center each year.

At prior breakfast cere-
monies, elementary school
students made thank-you
cards for veterans, while
middle school and high
school students are always
eager to volunteer their
time.

“It is incumbent for
schools to teach empathy
for senior citizens and
veterans. I'm ecstatic to
see our students working
with and respecting our
seniors and our veter-
ans. It is a mutually ben-
eficial partnership,” said
Leicester Public Schools
Superintendent Brett
Kustigian, who has worked
with the Senior Center in
recent years to significant-
ly expand intergeneration-
al programming.

Local legislators and
first responders also attend
the breakfast each year, as
well as members of town
boards and departments.
Additionally, members of
the South High Community
School Air Force Junior
ROTC have led a ceremony
at the program for several
consecutive years.

At a time of deepening
division across the country,
local leaders are embrac-
ing an opportunity for all
guests to unite and show
their common support for
those who served.

“In this time of regular
and often disturbing dis-
agreement of policy and
politics, the unified voic-
es of Leicester publicly
stand up to respect and
honor our men and women
who courageously wear
and have worn the uni-
form,” said Select Board
Chairman Doug Belanger.
“This breakfast is only one
of our community’s ways
of saying: Veterans, thank
you.”

The community thanks
Moore and Project New
Hope for their ongo-
ing support of veterans
and their families. Their
efforts, with strong assis-
tance from community
members, have supported
countless veterans over the
years.

Senior Center officials
remind the community
that, due to seating capac-
ity at the venue, the break-
fast is specifically intended
for Leicester veterans and
their families.

To learn more about
the event, or to check out
upcoming programs and
activities, contact the
Senior Center.

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS

Quaboag Historical Society
hosting free program

WEST BROOKFIELD — The Quaboag Historical Society (QHS) will sponsor a free presentation this

month.

Set for Oct. 25 at 1 p.m. at the West Brookfield Senior Center, the program will be led by Christie
Higginbottom, a horticultural historian and plant expert who previously worked at Old Sturbridge Village.

Entitled “An Infinite Variety of Fruit: Historic New England Apples,” Higginbottom’s presentation will
focus on the nineteenth century history of apples in New England. Guests will have an opportunity to learn
about hundreds of varieties that originated in historic orchards throughout the area.

Additionally, participants will be able to learn
about the history of heirloom apples and sample
some unique varieties.

“The QHS is dedicated to promoting and shar-
ing local history through talks, events, and activi-
ties,” read a statement released by the society. “The
QHS museum is also a wonderful place to learn
about the six towns in the Plantation, which include
East Brookfield, Brookfield, North Brookfield, West
Brookfield, Warren, and New Braintree. Our organi-
zation always welcomes local historians and special-
ists to share their knowledge and ideas, so that we
can build stronger community connections through
a shared history.”

The West Brookfield Senior Center is located at 73
Central St. Light refreshments will be served during
the program.

If you would like to register for the event, please
contact Ed Londergan at: ed.londergan@gmail.com.
You may also call 508-864-8685.

Spencer PD taking

part in

Pink Patch Project

SPENCER — The Spencer Police Department is
proud to once again take part in the Pink Patch
Project this year.

“Our limited-edition Pink Patch gear is now avail-
able, with proceeds helping to raise awareness and
support the fight against breast cancer,” read a state-
ment released by the department. “Every purchase
makes a difference and helps us stand together with

those battling breast cancer. Wear your patch, show
your support, and help spread the word throughout

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

our community.”

If you are interested in purchasing a Pink Patch
($10 each), please stop by the police station with cash
or a check.

For additional information about how you can sup-
port the project, please send an email to: ntessier@

spencerpolice.org.

adlAs
—ty

<= KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom E

Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured ° Free Ouotés

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

508-784-1550:

Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services B+U+*I*L*D*E*R
Warrantied Work & Repairs Lifetime INCORPORATED
Diagnostics « A/C Repair Warrant =
Tune Ups & Engine Repair 4 Remodeling Expert

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
-----------------------u

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING 4 DECKS
4 WINDOWS ¢ DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985

Licensed & Insured

508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

AWNMOWEH

“ ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775 e tE
492 Main St Oxford =
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\ LAWNMOWER.COM [E*¥ J

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

Home Improvementll  MASONRY

_ROOFING N Roofing

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL#095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? B
) .

C==]

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR Interior and Exterior
LIVING CONSTRUCTION .
Chimney Repair PowerWashing
Foundation Repair Wallpapering
Steps, Patios .
Water Proofing General Repair
Walkways Fully Insured
Stone Veneer
Brick and Block Work] |  Over40+Years
Cord Wood Experience
Brian French
G ST 508-764-8548
cjmasonryhardscape@ 774_230_8373
gmail.com

_PAINTING_l{ Plumbing |

s J‘w MIKE LAMBERT'S
Scott Bernard’s ¢ ﬂ\ PLUMBING &
PRECISION| |3 HEATING .
PAINTERS Commercial,

: ff inest " Residential,
rajtsmansnip .
Since 1979 New Construction

Interior-Exterior .

Paints, Stains, 3698I\:Ia|£1 St
Wallpaper and ¢
Fine Faux Finishes Spencer, MA
. . 1-833-969-4330
Satisfaction
Guaranteed Fully Insured
Free Estimates
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
774.452.0321 @GMAIL.COM

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window
Cleaning

Residential
Commerical
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail2il

Advertise on this page
for one low price!

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

e Spencer New Leader
e Sturbridge Villager
e Charlton Villager
e Southbridge News
e Webster Times
e Auburn News
e Blackstone Valley Tribune
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LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD ter, MA 01524 Monday from 12:00 - SPENCER- EAST
Brookfield Ecumen- Distribution: Tuesday 5  2:00 p.m. Open to every- BROOKFIELD -
ical Food Pantry PM-7 PM one. RESIDENTS ONLY
St. Mary’s Church Mary Queen of the Ro-
4 Howard Street, NORTH BROOKFIE ~ SOUTHBRIDGE sary Food Pantry
Brookfield, MA 01506 LD Saint Vincent de Paul 60 Maple St, Spencer,
Distribution: Wednes- St. Joseph's Food Pantry  Society Food Pantry, MA 01562

day 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-
11AM

CHARLTON

Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building

37 Main Street, Charl-
ton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Satur-
day 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph's Church,
Charlton

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER

Leicester Food Pantry
St. Joseph-St.

Pius X Parish

759 Main Street, Leices-

DURKIN & SONS
Trucklng Co.

Trash
Removal

Weekly
Pickups

www.durkintrucking.com
&s Spencer
508-885-4499

Located in the church
hall at 296 North Main
St. North Brookfield
Distribution is the 1st
Thursday of the month
from 5:00-6:30PM

the 3rd Thursday of the
month from 12 Noon-
1:15PM

Located in the St. Anne
Church basement,

16 Church Street, Fisk-
dale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

St. John Paul IT Food
Pantry

Any questions should be 279 Hamilton St, South-

directed to the Rectory
office 508 867-6469.

St. Joseph's Food Pantry
is a community part-
ner affiliated with the
Worcester County Food
Bank.

OXFORD

Oxford Ecumenical
Food Shelf

Oxford Community
Center

4 Maple Road

Oxford, MA 01540
Distribution: Thursday
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

ROCHDALE

The Lord’s Cupboard
Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist
Church

674 Pleasant St.
Rochdale, MA
Distribution: Every

Einma
Age 15
Registration #9192

# o GFrlaap s Child

Emma is a bright, artistic, and re-
silient young girl with a wonderful
sense of humor. She is kind, caring,
- and energetic, with a natural ability
to connect with adults in meaningful
ways. Emma is a talented artist who
loves drawing and painting, and she
also has a passion for helping oth-
{804 ers. She often talks about pursuing
{ acareerina helping profession and
| has even expressed interest in the
field of biology, which she enjoys
learning about in her science class-
es. Active and adventurous, Emma
likes spending time outdoors hiking,
playing soccer, and shooting hoops.
She also enjoys creative hobbies such as knitting, writing, and read-
ing, which allow her to express herself and explore new ideas.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/25085695902
Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can
help children and teens in foster care.

a;\\ ((i\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ rc;\\ a;\\

bridge, MA 01550

(508) 765-3701
Distribution: Tuesday
3-5 pm, Wednesday 9-11
am

Southbridge Food Share
Located at Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church, lower
level

446 Hamilton St,
Southbridge, MA 01550
Email:
Southbridgefoodshare.
org@gmail.com

Phone: 508-764-6583
Open Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday, from
10:00 am

to 11:15 am.

Distribution: Thursday
10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul
Society Food Pantry,
Located in the St. Anne
Church basement,

16 Church Street, Fisk-
dale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

WEBSTER
Webster-Dudley Food
Share

4 Church St #2
Webster, MA 0570
Distribution: Tuesday
and Thursday from 8:30
-11:00 am. Open to
Webster and

Dudley residents.
Please call ahead: 508-
943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food
Pantry

First Congregational
Church

36 North Main Street,
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednes-
day 10 AM-11:30 AM
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM

Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
174-200-7308

Place your ad't ;f-] y!

==
WAR RELICS &
PFA(:‘SETNE-:‘S WAR SOUVENIERS 4 ALMOST NEW
WANTED: WW\I’YANE.I-I-I\E:IiIER WINTER SNOW TIRES
Seeking Quality Homes & : ( 2-3 th d 1 )
Throughout Central gAISHtWI';ITINdG' ) ousand miues
MA To elmets, Swords, . . .
o o Daggers, Bayones, Firestone Winterforce LT tires,
To gT/l?rgn In Need. Flags, Un’iformg, e’tc. Slze) LT225/75 R16
upport Over 40 y = %
Generous gf;;erieﬁiir.s e b (40 000 mile
Reimbursement, Call David
$1000 Sign-On (508? 688a-‘(I)I847. t,read hfe)
Bonus. Call For Details. 'LL COME TO YOU! 4 Paid $160.00
Devereux Therapeutic : e N 52 6 each.
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769 Sell for $80 00 each.
Devereux John (508)596-8065
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REAL ESTAT

Y . ) ~
7 2 (L Featwned Vew ,anz'wq (7))
ope2own.com >( —
D 508.943.4333 DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE (
Stianen Pelletier - Ouner Brober .
Licensed in MA, CT & RI 2

REAL ESTATE GROUP We Want . |
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 Y Listi I T ¥
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! our Listi ngs:

2 -FAMILY offers 2,354 SF of living area! 2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacmus
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of
 yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural

~ light that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private enclosed rear

— —
ST T = () SwugRabon Ul
— . ~/—~\

(T 302 Rilldeen Woland >(' | WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT ( 5
7 PANORAMIC VIEWS! ( j< L. .
§o2 S T o g

entry with it’s own outside covered porch. Updates were done to electric & roof
e to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied  $415,000.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD
. NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style
Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Web-
% T! ster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/
y  Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at
this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area,
| 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings.
Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR
Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr,
_» Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout

1 . w/Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Cen-
e tral AC! Garage. $649,900.

(1) WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLERD -

= Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready(
i« Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining i
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great

IIJ. [LI
ll |I“ LRI ||II|I|||” |II|"

"h;::' ] el |--1l
=D EIHL 'nr"” I! .,l.

3 b v o WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA'S at SNUG HAR-
| | | | | BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built

- ———-—-—'——w-q?-—r—l——r-—---— - THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites

: ‘ | I l | | ! | w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides

- ! - P exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-

Renovated + move-in ready lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/living w/cathe- tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your

dral ceilings + wall of windows. Primary suite w/private bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 2nd Full bath. | |
Lower level family room w/walkout to water. Wraparound deck, new vinyl railings, terraced yard Boat -) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular

ardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
= tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath,
| kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator.
~ Morton Barn Style Garage .39 acre

sandy beach, professional landscaping. Many updates. $799,900 Seasons! It's more than a home - it a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,050,000 $435,000
On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
ATEp_FgglssTn RARE w Wehster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayvlew" Webster Lake - 53 COIoma\’vg(SITER e Webster :J.Ia‘;(e Materront

WATERFRONT! tI3aleaut|futlll1yRUpdgtedt ﬁlrca 1|89|[Jsdcdla|15Es;tc Annlqulj: IsIandCICot

: e, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean

‘ kUNST lNCRSEIB/IIE::E L r é( Well Malntay}ﬂfd‘:;hModerr}

onveniences w/the Charm of

VYester-Year! 1,240 SF. 6 Rms,

OPPORTUNITY! 2\ 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood

OVER 31,000 SQ Eloors"l;\;replake w/\(leoSod Pelleé

= AStove, Wrap-Around Screene

{| FT OF LAND! Sum- = Porch, Lg p0utbmld|n w/Full

| mer Cottage on 3 Bath/éhower/Laundrk/,\m/S ork-
9482 SF of land..

assisted sale
$1,199,900

shop. Patio! Town WK+
- Private Well for 0utdoor &/or
“ Off-Season Water Use! 14,300
5 SF+/- Level Lot w/A05+ of
Shoreline. $595,000

Panoramic View, from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+
Beds, 2 full baths, 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37 Acres!
Sandy Waterfront! $1,100,000

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/
enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4
bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room,
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51 of sandy beachfront!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
[,  Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y
- ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

WORCESTER-MULTI FAMILY |DUDLEY- $509_0 __BU¥EIILK‘INCENT;IVE!
*3 Bay Garage H 2
*Pride of Ownership i
with this Property s
~ *5Rooms * 2 Bedroom (]
lower level g N—' (A
*Greendale A Y
+y. _ Neighborhood Q :
ui i Close to major high- *3 Bedroom *Hardwood Floors Throughout
= Wways, universities, res- *Every Efficient Construction *Gas Heat
taurant sand shopping  [*Central/Gas Fireplace *2 Wooded Private acres
15 Ericsson St. $740,000 128 Old Southbridge Rd $745,000
LEICESTER- ESTER-
LAND!LAND! | Ry WORCESTER
: anch | ATTACHED SINGLE FAMILY
LAND! & * No HOA fees
30+ Acres PRy ; *3 Bedroom
Southbridge/Dudley | Sl N N :12.2 Bathfst
753’ Frontage Ideal = T PR L11/1n8 Room
to Subdivide. *1/2 acre lot 4 % B *Grgamte
Enjoy recreational *(;)Pen floorplan |§ £ ——— *"'Q‘. — Counters,
lot or build your 2 Car Garage g2 ~ = Stainless Steel
Private D H *Vinyl Sided - Appliances
rivate Lream HOME | > Victor Ave $444,900| 7 Lorraine Rd. $419,900

ERA Key Realty

ssssssss SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc.... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate

TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
> SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME 5
A ERA HALL OF FAME - g

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

“ sok\ég Efé\ll\;l §§TATE When COMING SOON!
ReMax Professional Associates Experience CHARLTON 52'x28' Spllt on 1.4 Acres
Licensed in MA & CT « and *Fantastic Location
We need properties to sell - any type! B Commitment *Established Subdivision
ggga%‘g S"tlgg Matter *Finished Lower Level Family Room

*Central Air, Central Vac
Mary Vigliatura StolarczyR *Fireplace

RE/”AX ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame Jo-Ann (Nedroscik) $649 900
~ k T y
R E/ ‘ I I A x - 508.612.1382 Szymeza d 0
[ REMAX CRS, GRI, SREs # ReMax Vision

callenl995@c|o| com

RE/MAX Professional Associates '\\' Visioit //" MESReal.ty.con.l 508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 @ s
. Mary@WillSellit.com 774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|

Malke the
move/’

Find the bomes

of your
neighborhbood
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SPENCER NEW LEADER

Courtesy

Dianne and Dennis Rabidou of Cherry Valley [%
invite the community to enjoy their Halloween | Sy
display this spooky season at 550 Stafford
St.

..“.I|| 0 x’
Where Everyone Goes For -
L Their Piece Of The Earth!

FALL IS HERE! |-

LANDSCAPING STONE |
Purple » Red » White |
Light Gray e Dark Gray

Greige  Blue

e Gonstruction Stone
o Title V Sand e Utility Sand
e Goncrete Sand e Pool Liner Sand|.
e Chicken Coop Sand e Silt
e Stone Dust e Crushed Gravel
* Crushed Asphalt .
o Crushed Concrete  Cold Patch |-

www.bondsandandgravel.com .

PICK
YOUR

OWN

Visit The Farm For:
o Just Baked Pies
o (ider Donuts ® Cheese

FREE

Tues.-Thurs. Only

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA e 413-436-7122
Open 10am, - 6pm
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK! pusic

10/10 Jonny Taylor BINGO
10/17 Fender Road  EERY
Get your tickets for the 7709

Comedy Show on 11/22/2025

A ® Ny

' Check out our
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE Fall Menu

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website [§
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333

308LAKESIDE.COM

Check
out the
new Fall/

Winter

Find us on

Facebook

— ?pecml Savings On
| g ¢ Bedrooms

4| % Living Rooms
We are in the process of selling  BESEEINEH
out some of current stock to
make room for new Fall Models.
Because of this, we are offering
savings throughout the store!

% Qccasional Pieces
« Entertainment Centers
% Sealy Mattresses

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these items.
Floor Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE, MA

508-234-8777 =& &85
FREE DELIVERY & FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

@'easf cancer

‘ ] ‘ :

)4

®s LA
AN

All
Major
Brands
Sales &
Service

APPLIANGE Inc.

NEW & USED PPLlANCES .
:E;_i . '

3 GENERATIONS
| B\

DAVE'S

MILY OWNED |
D OPERATED

Whirlpool
508-867-3122 €

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 7~

www.davesapp.com

42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 e Fri 9-5 » Sat 10-3

)

October 15
Awa reness Moyzy;

Women

Ages 40 Through 74
at average risk for
breast cancer should

| GetaMammogram
. EveryOther Year ,

) according to US. Preventive A
i \ Services Task Force E*é'::,.____
2024 guidelines. ) =]

Lisa Caon Real Estate

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, G2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506

Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http:/www.lisacaron.com




