


S O U T H B R I D G E 
— The Southbridge 
Police Department 
reported the follow-
ing arrests during the 
week of  Oct. 14-28.

A juvenile, age 17, 
was arrested on Oct. 
14 for Unlicensed Op-
eration of  a Moped by 
a Minor, Disorderly 
Conduct, Disturbing 
the Peace, and operat-
ing an Uninsured and 
Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle.

A 50-year-old male 
from Southbridge was 
issued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Oct. 
15 for Disorderly Con-
duct and Disturbing 
the Peace.

Jessica Alice 
Alves Santana, age 
31, of  Southbridge 
was arrested on Oct. 
15 for Domestic As-
sault and Battery. A 
35-year-old male from 
Southbridge was is-
sued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest during 
the same incident for 
Domestic Assault and 
Battery.

Anthony J. Trapas-
so, age 27, of  Wales 
was arrested on Oct. 
16 for Possession of  a 
Class B Drug.

A 22-year-old male 
from Southbridge was 
issued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Oct. 
16 for Operating a Mo-
tor Vehicle after sus-
pension of  license.

A 33-year-old male 
from Southbridge was 
issued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Oct. 
17 for operating an 
Uninsured and Unreg-
istered Motor Vehicle.

A 49-year-old male 
from Worcester was 
taken into protective 
custody in connection 
with a warrant on Oct. 
19.

A juvenile, age 15, 
was issued a sum-
mons in lieu of  arrest 

on Oct. 20 for Larce-
ny of  a Motor Vehicle 
and Nighttime Felony 
Breaking & Entering 
into a Vehicle.

Joshua R. Cable, 
age 40, of  Southbridge 
was arrested on Oct. 
21 for Larceny From 
a Building and in con-
nection with a war-
rant. A 33-year-old 
female from South-
bridge was issued 
a summons in lieu 
of  arrest during the 
same incident for Lar-
ceny From a Building.

Raymond Eugene 
Cadarette, age 44, of 
Southbridge was ar-
rested on Oct. 22 in 
connection with a 
warrant for Posses-
sion of  a Class A Drug 
with Intent to Distrib-
ute.

A 45-year-old male 
from Southbridge was 
issued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Oct. 
22 for Forgery and/
or Misuse of  an RMV 
Document and Failure 
to Register as a Sex Of-
fender.

Nicole m. Ploof, age 
36, of  Southbridge was 
arrested on Oct. 22 for 
Possession of  a Class 
A Drug and in connec-
tion with a warrant.

Salvador Serrano, 
age 60, of  Southbridge 
was taken into protec-
tive custody and sub-
sequently arrested on 
Oct. 23 in connection 
with a warrant for 
Trespassing.

Justin Ray Thom-
ison, Jr., age 19, of 
Southbridge was ar-
rested on Oct. 23 in 
connection with a 
warrant for Assault 
& Battery with a Dan-
gerous Weapon.

Zachary Wonderlie, 
age 18, of  Southbridge 
was arrested on Oct. 
23 for Speeding, Unli-
censed Operation of  a 
Motor Vehicle, operat-

ing an Uninsured and 
Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle, and a Number 
Plate to Conceal ID.

Alexis Fraticelli, 
age 49, of  Southbridge 
was arrested on Oct. 
23 for Violation of  an 
Abuse Prevention Or-
der.

Taylor Lee Kups-
tas, age 27, and Troy 
L. Souto, age 26, both 
of  Southbridge, were 
arrested on Oct. 24 
for Vandalization of 
Property. 

A 40-year-old male 
from Southbridge was 
issued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Oct. 
24 for Wanton De-
struction of  Property 
valued at more than 
$1,200.

Brian K. Glover, 
age 45, of  Southbridge 
was arrested on Oct. 
24 in connection with 
a warrant for Failure 
to Register as a Sex Of-
fender.

A 47-year-old female 
from Southbridge was 
issued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Oct. 
24 for a Marked Lanes 
Violation and Leaving 
the Scene of  Property 
Damage.

A 20-year-old male 
from Southbridge was 
issued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Oct. 
24 for Speeding and op-
erating an Uninsured 
and Unregistered Mo-
tor Vehicle.

Alicia Marie Bis-
santi, age 39, of  South-
bridge was arrested 
on Oct. 25 in connec-
tion with a warrant 
for operating a motor 
vehicle after suspen-
sion of  registration.

A 37-year-old male 
from Southbridge was 
issued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Oct. 
25 for a Number Plate 
Violation to Conceal 
ID and operating an 
Uninsured and Unreg-

istered Motor Vehicle.
A 70-year-old female 

from Southbridge was 
issued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Oct. 
25 for Illegal Dump-
ing.

Latroy Demond 
Gaines, age 44, of  Ux-
bridge was arrested 
on Oct. 25 in connec-
tion with a warrant 
for Possession of  a 
Class B Drug.

A 58-year-old fe-
male from Dudley was 
issued a summons 
in lieu of  arrest on 
Oct. 25 for Leaving 
the Scene of  Property 
Damage.

Riley Christopher 
Blair, age 19, of  West 
Brookfield was arrest-
ed on Oct. 26 for multi-
ple counts of  Carrying 
a Dangerous Weapon, 
Disorderly Conduct, 
and in connection 
with a warrant for 
Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon.

Monica Marie 
Wardle, age 27, of 
Mossup, Conn. was 
arrested on Oct. 26 for 
Violation of  an Abuse 
Prevention Order.

A 35-year-old male 
from Hartford, Conn. 
was issued a sum-
mons in lieu of  arrest 
on Oct. 27 for Operat-
ing a motor vehicle af-
ter suspension of  reg-
istration, Unlicensed 
Operation of  a Motor 
Vehicle, a Marked 
Lanes Violation, and 
a Number Plate Viola-
tion to Conceal ID.

A 58-year-old female 
from Southbridge was 
issued a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Oct. 
27 for making a False 
Report to Public Safe-
ty Dispatch.

Scott W. Smith, age 
51, of  Worcester was 
arrested on Oct. 27 for 
Shoplifting By Con-
cealing Merchandise 
(second offense).
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 UARANTEED
     BUILDING MAINTENANCE G

GUTTER CLEANINGS

Burden yourself no more 
with higher rents! 
Come see this cozy 

mobile home for $89,000 
in Thompson,

 CT. Lot fee applies. 
Age 40+ in this park.
Call 860-315-7395

Brookfield Congregational 
Church

Spaghetti and 
Meatball Dinner

Saturday November 9 at 
5:30pm

Fellowship Hall 
On the common

Spaghetti and Meatballs, Salad, Garlic Bread, 
Desert and beverage 

Donation $12 adults, $6 children ages 6-12, 
under 6 free • Family of 5 or more $25

Handicap accessible 
For tickets call church office at 

508-867-6262 or 508-347-3464

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Wayside Church hosting Pumpkin Slingshot Bash
CHARLTON — Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Rd. in Charlton, will hold a Pumpkin Slingshot Bash  

Nov. 9.
All are invited. There will be a chance to send a pumpkin in the air using our prebuilt pumpkin 

sling shots. Also, there will be food available as well as arts and crafts for the children. 

Southbridge police log



SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts is holding the annual 
Holiday Fair on Saturday, Nov. 2 from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

Located at 111 Main St. in Southbridge, admission is free and complementary 
refreshments will be available. A variety of  crafters will fill the galleries with 
handmade jewelry, soaps, prints, pho-
tos, paintings, papercrafts, ornaments 
and other gift ideas. There will be live 
music by Mike K, as well as raffles for 
a variety of  baskets featuring gift cards 
from local businesses, art and wine. 
Raffle proceeds will benefit the Ruth 
Wells Center to provide programs, 
workshops and exhibits to promote art 
and culture in the community.

The Holiday Fair provides shoppers 
the opportunity to find unique and spe-
cial gifts- just in time for the holiday 
season. The Ruth Wells Center has am-
ple parking and is conveniently located 
in the heart of  Southbridge. Crafters 
include Hilary Amedy, Billy Bolster, 
Heather Croteau, Ron Dion, Joyce Fos-
ter, Doug Hockman, Cynthia Keane, Su-
zanne Wasserman 
and Alison Wil-
helm. For more 
information, call 
508-764-3341. 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — Even 
though tempera-
tures have been un-
seasonably warm in 
recent weeks, it will 
soon be time to put 
on cold-weather gear 
again. And Worcester 
County Sheriff  Lew 
Evangelidis is helping 
to ensure that com-
munity members stay 
warm this winter.

Last week, members 
of  the Worcester Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office and 
the Worcester County 
Reserve Deputy Sher-
iff ’s Association held 
the first distribution 
day for their annual 
Winter Coat Drive.

With support from 
several community 
partners, including 
the Worcester Red Sox, 
officials on Oct. 22 dis-
tributed coats to multi-
ple organizations.

The donations will 
be used to help fami-
lies, youngsters, and 
seniors this winter.

“It is estimated that 
our teams distributed 
well over 1,500 coats to-
day to many different 
organizations through-
out Worcester County,” 
read a statement re-

leased by the Sheriff ’s 
Office.

By the end of  the 
2024 distribution drive, 
officials hope to hand 
out more than 4,000 
new winter coats to 
those in need.

Several community 
volunteers and repre-
sentatives from vari-
ous organizations are 
thanked for helping 
members of  the Sher-
iff ’s Office in distribut-
ing coats.

For Evangelidis and 
his team, it’s critical 
to support initiatives 

that assist residents 
throughout the commu-
nity, especially amid a 
challenging economy. 
Every coat received by 
a community member 
means one less item a 
family or senior has to 
purchase this holiday 
season.

“Every year, we have 
the joy of  handing out 
these coats, which sym-
bolize much more than 
just a winter jacket. 
They represent a com-
munity that cares,” 
Evangelidis said. “The 
people who receive 

these jackets are grate-
ful for the gesture from 
the Sheriff ’s Office. 
This is a special time of 
year for the Sheriff ’s 
Department, and we're 
excited to connect with 
the community mem-
bers we serve.”

Since the pandem-
ic, high prices and lost 
jobs have combined to 
place a strain on resi-
dents nationwide, espe-
cially families and se-
niors. For Evangelidis 
and his team, it means 
a lot to help those 
seeking assistance in 

keeping their families 
warm this winter.

“Many community 
members and repre-
sentatives of  local or-
ganizations have sup-
ported the coat drive 
in various ways,” read 
the statement released 
by the Sheriff ’s Office.

Last month, a coat 
drive kickoff  event 
brought together local 
organizations, busi-
ness owners, and oth-
er supporters. Held at 
Pepe’s Italian Restau-
rant in Worcester, the 
event raised money 
and awareness for the 
massive community 
initiative.

Since the first dis-
tribution 
day on 
Oct. 22, 
E v a n -
g e l i d i s 
and his 
outreach 
t e a m s 
h a v e 
w o r k e d 
with 20 
nonprofit 
organiza-
tions and 
other lo-
cal venues 
to distrib-
ute coats.

O f f i -

cials thank all commu-
nity members, busi-
nesses, volunteers, and 
local organizations 
who have stepped up 
and shown support for 
the annual coat drive.

“Thank you to all 
who have support-
ed this initiative and 
joined us,” read the 
statement issued by 
the Sheriff ’s Office.

For more informa-
tion about the coat 
drive, or to learn about 
several other programs 
the Sheriff ’s Office 
runs to support the 
community, visit www.
worcestercountysher-
iff.com.

• Stonebridge Press •3www.StonebridgePress.com Thursday-Friday, Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2024

PROMOTION ENDS November 12, 2024

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends November 12, 2024

37

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Purebred Lionhead 
Rabbits for sale. 

Litter trained.  
Call 508-885-9895

1st Month Free!
Climate Controlled

860.792.1088                Thompson, CT
www.superiorstoragect.com

AffordablePricing

PURE BRED BEAGLE
 PUPPIES FOR SALE

Parents on site
First vet visit completed

Available Nov 4th
$800 (cash/check only)

Contact Jim at 508-294-7264

Sheriff’s Office distribute winter coats to community

Courtesy

Worcester County Sheriff Lew Evangelidis (pictured fourth from right) and his team recently 
partnered with several community organizations to distribute coats to those in need.

Ruth Wells Center hosting 
Holiday Fair Saturday
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Friday price 10/25/24 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

SEASONED 
FIREWOOD 

Cut Split 
and Delivered 

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308

November events at the Charlton Public Library
For further details 

and to register for pro-
grams, please visit our 
website (charltonlibrary.
org)

Additional park-
ing is available across 
the street at Town Hall 
and at the Elementary 
School.

PROGRAMS FOR 
ADULTS

Movies @ The Li-
brary

All showings are on 
Tuesdays at 1:00 ONLY 
- No registration re-
quired.

November 5 : FOR 
YOUR CONSIDER-
ATION. 2006. Rated PG-
13. Runtime 86 minutes. 

November 12 : 
WHAT’S COOKING. 
2000. Rated PG-13. Run-
time 110 minutes.   

November 19 : AL-
ICE’S RESTAURANT. 
1969. Rated PG. 111 min-
utes. 

Threaded Together 
Fiber Arts Group 
(formerly Silver 
Needles Knit & 
Crochet Group)

Thursdays from 1:00-
3:00 - Upstairs Reading 
Room - No registration 
required

Bring your current 
project and relax with 
friends. All are welcome 
regardless of  skill level.

Fantastic Fall Soups
Saturday, November 

2, 1:00-2:00 - Community 
Meeting Room - Regis-
tration required.

Join Therapy Gar-
dens for a heartwarming 
and healthy presentation 
on fall soups. Whether 
you're an experienced 
cook or just starting, this 
presentation will inspire 
you to bring the flavors 
of  fall into your home. 
Space is limited to 30, so 

registration is required.
Better Read Than 

Dead Book Club - 
AMONG THE BROS: a 
fraternity crime story by 
Max Marshall

Wednesday, Novem-
ber 6, 11:00-12:00 - Sibley 
Reading Area - No regis-
tration required

A monthly meetup 
to discuss fascinating 
true crime books. Books 
available prior to discus-
sion. 

Genealogy Group 
Meeting

Thursday, November 
7, 6:00-7:30 - Community 
Meeting Room - No reg-
istration required

The Charlton Library 
Genealogy Group is a 
friendly group of  people 
who share an interest 
in genealogy. Meetings 
alternate between gen-
eral discussion topics 
and guest presenters. To-
night’s meeting is gener-
al discussion and story 
telling. The meetings 
are free and open to the 
public.

Take Great Photos 
With Your  

Smartphone
Saturday, November 

9, 11:00-2:00 - Community  
Meeting Room - Regis-
tration required.

This class is for those 
interested in produc-
ing high-quality images 
with their smartphone 
cameras. Everything 
necessary for taking 
great smartphone pic-
tures will be addressed

Friends of  the Li-
brary Meeting

Tuesday, November 
12, 3:30-4:30 - Community 
Meeting Room

Monthly meeting 
of  Friends of  Charlton 
Public Library. All are 
welcome.

Pie Season Pennant 
Craft

Wednesday, Novem-
ber 13, 10:00-11:30 - Com-
munity Meeting Room 
- Registration required

We'll be crafting our 
own pie pennants to cel-
ebrate the season. This 
program is for adults 
and teens ages 13 and up. 
Registration is required.

CPL Book Discussion 
- ANYTHING IS 
POSSIBLE by 

Elizabeth Strout
Thursday, November 

14, 6:00-7:00 - Community 
Meeting Room - No regis-
tration

Books are available 
for checkout at the adult 
circulation desk one 
month prior to discus-
sion.

Check library event 
calendar listing for 
Zoom link.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group

Thursday, November 
14, 6:00-7:30  - Local His-
tory Room - No registra-
tion required

Led by experienced 
caregivers and offers 
information, resources, 
and strategies specific 
to caring for someone 
with Alzheimer’s and 
other Dementias along 
with support for transi-
tioning to different care 
settings. No registration 
Co-sponsored by Tri-Val-
ley and Charlton Public 
Library.

Saturday Acoustic 
Roots Jam

Saturday, November 
16, 12:00-1:30 - Communi-
ty Meeting Room

An acoustic only 
music jam. Open to all 
18+. From September 
through May the group 
meets at Charlton Pub-
lic Library, and from 

June through August the 
group meets at an off-
site location. Email Rich 
at Cule5632@gmail.com 
for more information.

Book Banning in 
Massachusetts

Tuesday, November 
19, 6:30-7:30 - Community 
Meeting Room

Local journalist Jeff 
Raymond moonlights as 
an activist and founder 
of  MassTransparency 
(www.masstranspar-
ency.org) in Millbury, 
Massachusetts. He suc-
cessfully fought a book 
banning effort in his 
hometown, and will dis-
cuss those efforts as well 
as MassTransparency's 
attempt to learn more 
about book banning 
statewide. He will dis-
cuss his experience as 
well as provide tips and 
recommendations on 
how to fight censorship 
in your community.

Charlton Ukulele 
League & Ensemble

Thursday, November 
21,  6:00-7:30 - Commu-
nity Meeting Room - No 
registration required

Experienced musi-
cians and newbies all 
welcome. Questions? 
Email Cule5632@gmail.
com

Death Cafe
Thursday, November 

21, 6:00-7:30 - Sibley Read-
ing Area - No registra-
tion required

A group-directed dis-
cussion of  death with 
no agenda, objectives or 
course of  action, no set 
conclusions and no judg-
ment. Questions? Email 
kwalker4@mac.com. 

Critical Thinking 
Discussion Group - 

THE TIPPING POINT 
by Malcom Gladwell

Friday, November 22, 
1:00-2:00 - Sibley Reading 
Area (Main Floor) - No 
registration required

No experience with 
critical thinking dis-
cussion groups is nec-
essary. Books/materials 
are available for check-
out one month prior to 
discussion. Questions? 
Email saga3@charter.
net. 

Puzzle Race
Saturday, November 

23, 11:00 - 1:00 - Commu-
nity Meeting Room - Reg-
istration required

Each team will re-
ceive the same 500 piece 
puzzle provided by the li-
brary. The team that fin-
ishes first or completes 
the most before time is 
called wins! Registration 
is required- only one 
person from each team 
should register. Teams 
can have up to six mem-
bers.

Charcuterie 
Workshop

Tuesday, November 
26, 6:00-7:30 - Community 
Meeting Room - Regis-
tration required in per-
son

Kick off  the holiday 
season with this hands-
on workshop! For adults 
and teens ages 13 and up. 
This class is limited to 
24 participants and re-
quires a non-refundable 
copay of  $10.00. Please 
visit the adult circula-
tion desk to register and 
pay.

PROGRAMS FOR 
YOUTH

Lego Club
Friday, November 1, 

3:30-4:30 - Story Time 
Room - No registration; 
drop-in

LEGO Club encour-
ages children to learn 
while having fun! Cre-

ativity, problem-solving, 
and teamwork are some 
of  the skills that "play-
ing" with LEGOS can 
teach children. LEGO's 
provided. For ages 5 - 10.

Me and My Mini with 
Sunflower Movement 

Therapy
Mondays, November 

4, 18, 25 from 10:30-11:15 
- Community Meeting 
Room - Registration re-
quired

A 45-minute cre-
ative movement group 
for ages birth through 
2.5 with a grown-up. 
Focused on adult and 
baby spending quality 
time together, fostering 
attachment, and baby 
interacting with others 
their age. 3-week session 
- Mondays on November 
4, 18, 25. Register for each 
week you can attend. 

Sing and Swing with 
Deb Hudgins!

Tuesdays, November 
5 & 19 from 9:45 - 10:30 
AM - Story Time Room

Join Deb Hudgins for 
a rollicking, fun time of 
dancing, singing, and 
playing instruments! 
This program is best 
for ages 2-5, but young-
er and older siblings are 
welcome. Registration is 
required.

Wiggles & Giggles for 
Littles (YFCP)

Thursdays, Novem-
ber 7, 14, 21 at 9:45 & 10:30 
(2 sessions) - Community 
Meeting Room

Join the YMCA Fam-
ily & Community Part-
nership for a free music 
and movement series 
created and facilitated 
by music teacher Laine 
Hanlon! Children, ages 
6-23 months, with a par-
ent/caregiver, will sing, 
move, play musical in-
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CHARLTON — Charlton Public Library presents “The 
Organized Parent” virtual workshop Tuesday, Nov. 12 from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Are you a parent struggling to keep track of  school pa-
pers and assignments? Is your afterschool schedule of  com-
mitments overwhelming? This fun and informative virtual 
workshop, presented by Jenna Elliott of  The Naked Flower, 
will give you new ways to approach the clutter and commit-
ments that school days can bring into the home. She will 
share tips on:

1. Combating over-committed schedules
2. Entry and exit strategies

3. Tips on tackling the paper trail
4. Fun and helpful resources
Jenna Elliott is the founder of  The Naked Flower, Profes-

sional Organizers. She has been an
organizer and re-designer for more than 20 years and 

works with various clients in the office and at home. Before 
starting The Naked Flower (www.thenakedflower.com), Jen-
na was a master floral designer and project manager for a 
Fortune 500 company.

To register for this workshop, please visit www.charlton-
library.org.

Elected were Elizabeth Acha-
yo of  Worcester as chair, Tamara 
Lidonde of  Spencer as co-chair, De-
lene Sarsfield of  Charlton as 
secretary, Loise Ngigi of  South 
Grafton as treasurer, and Rachel 
Anane of  Worcester as press rela-
tions officer. The election was held 
recently as the Practical Nursing 
Class of  2025 held the US Constitu-
tion Day under the guidance of  Pro-
fessor Virginia Dockstader, BSN, RN 
of  Hopkinton. 

Achayo holds a college diploma 
in Human Services (career guiding 
and counseling, from Kenya). She is 
a support specialist with the Justice 
Resource Institute (Framingham, 
MA). Lidonde is a Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA) with experience 
working at Venture Community Ser-
vices and CareOne Concord. She 
completed her secondary educa-
tion at Worcester Technical High 
School. Sarsfield is a CNA at Care-
One at Millbury. She graduated from 
Holy Name Central Catholic Jr/Sr 

High School in Worcester. Ngigi cur-
rently works for Venture Community 
Services (Sturbridge, MA) as a direct 
support professional. She graduat-

ed from Moi Girls Kamangu High 
School in Kenya. She obtained her 
CNA training at 3Dimensions Health 
Services in 2017. 

Anane works as staff  at Arbor 
(Southborough). Prior to coming to 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Acade-
my, she has taken courses at Fram-
ingham State University. 

All UNICEF Club officers are cer-
tified in Dementia care and have a 
valid Healthcare Provider/ BLS Pro-
vider CPR from the American Heart 
Association. As UNICEF Club offi-
cers they will lead the PN Class of 
2025 in children’s advocacy and rais-
ing awareness. The Bay Path Practi-
cal Nursing Academy UNICEF Club 
was founded in 2016 and each year 
club officers lead members through 
various fundraising methods that 
serve to educate and raise awareness 
of  relevant issues happening locally 
and globally. The UNICEF Club meets 
after school hours. Plans are under-
way for educational fundraising ac-
tivities.
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
508- 248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
 www.charltonfedchurch.org 
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

Police Department (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ..............  (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School...........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

FALL
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

CHARLTON
$699,999, 165 Sandersdale Rd, Polsel-

li Prop Ft, and Polselli Jr, Robert N, to 
Medeiros Jr, Kevin P, and Medeiros, Ju-
lianne E.

$220,000, 93 Center Depot Rd #56, El-
liott, Patrick, to Abdelmalak, Abanob 
S.

HOLLAND
$340,000, 3 Vinton Ln, Hevey, Debra 

L, and Bachand, Douglas N, to Cha-
rette, Donna.

$195,000, Union Rd, Sunnyside Edu-
al Ctr Inc, to Fahl, Brian, and Fahl, Jes-
sica.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$245,000, 88 Westwood Pkwy, Leduc 

Gertrude O Est, and Magnan, Amy A, 
to Wblegere Properties LLC.

STURBRIDGE
$479,900, 3 Newton Pl, 3 Newton Place 

Rt, and Oshea, Sandra L, to Meskaus-
kas, James D, and Griffing, Jocelyn L.

$450,000, 29 Cooper Rd, Parker Rt, 
and Parker Jr, William S, to Cormier, 
Susan.

$435,000, 98 Cedar St, Jorge, Nicho-
las A, to Rodriques Jr, Manuel, and Ro-
driques, Suzanne A.

$150,000, Route 15, Silver Tree Realty 
LLC, to Walter J Koza RET, and Koza, 
Walter J.

Real Estate

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy UNICEF 
Club announces new officers

Courtesy

Seated from left: Rachel Anane, Delene 
Sarsfield; standing from left: Loise  Ngigi, 
Tamara Lidonde and Elizabeth Achayo.

CHARLTON — The Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy Class of 
2025 announced the election of  new 
UNICEF Club officers.

Savers Bank welcomes Gregory Vilardo as 
new Vice President & Chief Financial Officer

SOUTHBRIDGE — Savers 
Bank is pleased to announce 
the appointment of  Grego-
ry Vilardo as the new Vice 
President & Chief  Financial 
Officer. Vilardo provides an 
extensive background in fi-
nance, accounting, and lead-
ership, bringing a wealth of 
experience to help guide the 
Bank's continued growth 
and success.

 
Vilardo joins Savers Bank 

from Northeast Home Loan, 
LLC, where he served as Se-
nior Vice President & Chief 
Administrative Officer, 
overseeing finance, account-
ing, and administrative 

functions. His background 
includes key roles such as 
Vice President, SEC Finan-
cial Reporting at Farming-
ton Bank in Connecticut 
and Chief  Financial Officer 
at Enjet Aero New Britain, 

where he played a pivotal 
role in financial strategy 
and management.

 
In his new role, Vilardo 

will lead the Accounting and 
Investment functions at Sav-
ers Bank, ensuring finan-
cial management aligning 
with the Bank’s strategic 
initiatives. His leadership 
is expected to foster contin-
ued financial stability and 
support the Bank’s mission 
of  providing exceptional 
service to the communities 
it serves.

 
“We’re pleased to wel-

come Gregory to our exec-

utive team,” said Rosemary 
Picard, President & CEO of 
Savers Bank. “His expertise 
and proven track record will 
be invaluable as we continue 
to expand our services and 
enhance our financial per-
formance. We’re confident 
that his leadership will help 
us achieve our long-term 
goals and reinforce our com-
mitment to our customers 
and community.”

 
Vilardo holds a B.A. in 

Accounting from Siena Col-
lege and began his career 
as a public accountant and 
financial consultant.

Gregory Vilardo

Charlton Public Library hosting virtual parenting workshop



Once Halloween is 
over, the big question re-
mains:  What to do with 
those perfectly fine sugar 
pumpkins used as porch 
props and party center-
pieces?  From whipping 
up a variety of  pumpkin 
treats to prepping purée for future use, 
the following recipes, culled from old 
files and the internet, promote pump-
kin repurposing!

***
 
Preparing Pumpkin: Freezing 

cooked, pureed pumpkin is a favored 
way to preserve the taste and texture 
of  pumpkin for use in holiday reci-
pes.  Sugar or pie pumpkins are ideal 
candidates for freezing as the pulp is 
thicker and firmer.  To easily prepare 
a pumpkin for pureeing, simply place 
the whole fruit in the microwave for 
about a minute or so to soften the skin.  
This will make the pumpkin much eas-
ier to peel.  Cut the pumpkin in large 
slices, peel the skin and remove the 
strings and seeds. Then cut the slices 
into smaller pieces. Boil the pumpkin 
pieces until tender, then mash or pro-
cess the pumpkin pulp until it forms a 
smooth, thick puree.

To store, freeze in Ziploc bags or 
frost safe containers.

***
 
Pumpkin Granola
Autumn flavors, such as pumpkin 

puree, maple syrup and cranberries 
mix with crunchy pumpkin seeds and 
nuts and for a seasonal taste treat you 
can enjoy throughout the season.

Note: This recipe differs from the 
one shared in this column last year at 
this time, and doesn’t require hours of 
roasting!

Ingredients:3 1/2 cups rolled oats; 
2 1/2 cups puffed rice cereal (like Rice 
Krispies); 2 teaspoons pumpkin pie 
spice mix; 3/4 tsp salt; 3/4 cup brown 
sugar; 1/2 cup pureed pumpkin; 1/4 
cup smooth applesauce; 1/4 cup ma-
ple syrup; 1 tsp vanilla extract;1 cup 
chopped nuts; such as walnuts pecans, 
pecans, etc; ½ cup pumpkin seeds; 1 
cup raisins and dried cranberries

Directions: Preheat the oven to 325 
degrees and line a large baking sheet 
with parchment paper.

In a large bowl, combine oats, puffed 
rice cereal. In a medium bowl, whisk 
together spices, salt, sugar, applesauce 
(smooth), pumpkin puree, maple syrup 
and vanilla.  Whisk until very smooth.

Pour wet ingredients into dry ingre-
dients and stir with a spatula or large 
spoon until mixture is evenly coated. 
Spread on prepared baking sheet in an 
even layer.

Bake for 30 minutes, then turn over 
the granola carefully using a large 
wide spatula, spreading as thin as 
possible.  Sprinkle the nuts onto the 
granola, and bake for additional 15 

minutes, until crisp and 
golden. If  center isn’t ful-
ly dried, remove the edges 
of  the cooked granola to 
a cooling rack and let the 
rest cook for another 10-15 
minutes until done. Cool 
on pan or on a fine wire 

rack. Break up granola.  Add dried 
fruit before serving.

***
 
Pumpkin Ginger Cookies
Fresh pumpkin transforms into a 

crisp cookie with this old fashioned 
recipe. 

 
Ingredients: ½ cup of  butter, soft-

ened;1 cup granulated sugar, plus more 
for rolling the cookies; ½ cup fresh 
pumpkin puree; 1 egg; 1 teaspoon va-
nilla extract; 2 ⅓ cups all-purpose flour; 
2 teaspoons baking soda; 2 teaspoons 
cinnamon; 1 1/2 teaspoons ground gin-
ger; 1 teaspoon ground cloves; 1/2 tea-
spoon salt

 
Directions: In a large bowl beat the 

butter and sugar together until creamy 
and smooth. Add the pumpkin, molas-
ses, egg, and vanilla extract, mix until 
well combined. 

Meanwhile, in a medium bowl, 
whisk together flour, baking soda, spic-
es, and salt. Add dry ingredients to wet 
ingredients and mix until combined. 
Refrigerate dough for at least an hour. 

To bake, preheat oven to 350° F. Line 
a baking sheet with a parchment pa-
per. Roll spoon sized balls of  dough in 
granulated sugar until well coated and 
place on prepared baking sheet, about 
two inches apart. Bake for 10–12 min-
utes, or until cookies look cracked and 
set at the edges. The cookies will still be 
soft. Let the cookies cool on the baking 
sheet for a few minutes after removing 
them from the oven, then transfer to 
a wire rack to cool completely. Makes 
about three dozen cookies.

***
 
Pumpkin Latte
Leftover pumpkin elevates a simple 

cup of  Joe to holiday gourmet status!
 
Ingredients: two cups whole or 1% 

milk; two tablespoons pumpkin puree; 
two tablespoons granulated sugar; two 
tablespoons pure vanilla; ½ teaspoon 
pumpkin pie spice (or substitute 1/4 
tsp cinnamon, 1/8 tsp cloves, 1/8 tsp 
nutmeg, and a scant pinch of  ground 
ginger); 3/4 cup of  strong, brewed cof-
fee (or substitute one half  cup espres-
so).

 
Directions: Place coffee and milk in 

a small crockpot.  Mix in the pumpkin, 
vanilla and spices.  Cover and cook on 
high for an hour or two.  When ready, 
whisk again to mix. Ladle into mugs 
and top with whipped cream and 
shaved cinnamon if  desired. 

This recipe will serve two people. 
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The joy of 
America’s 
pastime

 

As the leaves change colors and the 

air turns crisp, the onset of  fall brings 

with it the arrival of  one of  America’s 

most cherished traditions: baseball 

playoffs. For generations, baseball has 

held a special place in the hearts of 

Americans, to become a timeless pas-

time that brings happiness, unity, and 

a sense of  belonging. 

Baseball’s roots in America run 

deep, tracing back to the 19th century 

when it evolved from a simple game 

into a full-fledged professional sport. 

Over the decades, baseball has become 

more than just a game. From the crack 

of  the bat to the roar of  the crowd, 

baseball’s enduring appeal lies in its 

ability to evoke nostalgia and a sense 

of  belonging. It reminds us of  our his-

tory, spanning generations to connect 

grandparents, parents, and children 

through the love of  the game. 

During playoff  season, this connec-

tion becomes even more profound. The 

excitement of  watching your favorite 

team battle it out on the national stage, 

the suspense of  each pitch, and the 

thrill of  a game-winning home run all 

create moments of  genuine joy and a 

bit of  adrenaline as well! 

But it’s not just the game itself  that 

brings happiness; it’s also the sense 

of  community and camaraderie that 

baseball fosters. Ballparks across the 

nation become gathering places for 

fans of  all backgrounds to come to-

gether and share in the experience. 

Whether you’re tailgating in the park-

ing lot, high-fiving strangers after a big 

play, or singing along to “Take Me Out 

to the Ball Game” during the seventh 

inning stretch, baseball erases our dif-

ferences, just like that. 

Baseball has seen the nation through 

some of  its darkest days, offering a 

distraction and a source of  comfort 

during times of  crisis. From the Great 

Depression to the aftermath of  9/11, 

baseball has been a constant, remind-

ing us that there is always some- thing 

to look forward to and that, together, 

we can overcome adversity. 

With that, we all have our favorite 

teams, so please indulge us as we take 

this opportunity to say, in lieu of  the 

Red Sox...go Dodgers!
To the Editor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Stonebridge 
Press

Donor-advised funds: A 
smart way to give

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

You can find several ways to make char-
itable gifts — but if  you’re looking for a 
method that can provide multiple tax ben-
efits, along with an efficient platform for 
giving year after year, you might want to 
consider a donor-advised fund.

Once you open a donor-advised fund 
(DAF), you can contribute many types 
of  assets, including cash, publicly trad-
ed stocks, bonds, CDs or non-cash items 
such as closely held business interests, art 
or collectibles. You can then decide how 
to invest the money, possibly following a 
strategy suggested by the DAF sponsor or-
ganization you’ve selected. The next step 
involves choosing which charities to sup-
port, how often to provide support (such 
as once a year) and how much to give each 
time. You’re essentially free to direct the 
money to any charities you like, provided 
they’re IRS-approved charitable organiza-
tions.

Now, let’s look at the possible tax advan-
tages offered by a DAF:

Immediate tax deduction – A few years 
ago, changes in tax laws resulted in a vast-
ly increased standard deduction, which, 
in turn, led to far fewer people itemizing 
on their tax returns and having less in-
centive, at least from a tax standpoint, to 
contribute to charities. But if  you don’t 
typically give enough each year to item-
ize deductions, you could combine several 
years’ worth of  giving into one contribu-
tion to a DAF and take a larger deduction 
in that tax year. And you can claim that de-
duction, even though the DAF may distrib-
ute funds to charities over several years.

Tax-free growth of  earnings – Once you 
contribute an asset to a DAF, any earnings 
growth is not taxable to you, the DAF or 
the charitable groups that receive grants 
from the DAF.

Avoidance of  capital gains taxes – 
When you donate appreciated stocks or 
other investments — or for that matter, 
virtually any appreciated asset — to a 
DAF, you can avoid paying the capital 
gains taxes that would otherwise be due if 
you were to simply sell the asset and then 
donate the proceeds to charitable organi-
zations. Plus, by receiving the appreciated 
asset, rather than the proceeds from a sale, 
the charitable groups can gain more from 
your contribution. And you can also take a 
tax deduction for your donation.

 
While these potential tax benefits can 

certainly make a DAF an attractive meth-
od of  charitable giving, you should be 
aware of  some potential tradeoffs. Once 
you contribute assets to a DAF, that gift is 
irrevocable, and you can’t access the mon-
ey for any reason other than charitable 
giving. Also, your investment options are 
limited to what’s available in the DAF pro-
gram you’ve chosen. And DAFs can incur 
administrative costs in addition to the fees 
charged on the underlying investments. 

You may want to consult with your fi-
nancial professional about other potential 
benefits and tradeoffs of  DAFs and wheth-
er a DAF can help you with your charitable 
giving goals. Also, different DAF sponsors 
offer different features, so you will want to 
do some comparisons. And because DAFs 
can have such significant implications 
for your tax situation, you should consult 
with your tax professional before taking 
action.

If  a DAF is appropriate for your situ-
ation, though, consider it carefully — it 
might be a good way to support your chari-
table giving efforts for years to come.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.niel-
sen@edwardjones.com.

To the Editor:
The Sturbridge Republican Town 

Committee would like to thank Alex 
McNitt and the entire CMS Chamber 
of  Commerce staff  for hosting anoth-
er marvelous Harvest Festival Oct. 19 
& 20 on the Sturbridge Town Common.  
It is always a great experience seeing 
a variety of  merchants selling their 
wares on a path of  freedom travelled 
by Lafayette.

Our committee had a marvelous 
day selling and giving away a variety 
of  campaign lawn signs and stickers, 
Tuttle Twins Books for elementary 
school age children, copies of  the U.S. 
Constitution/ Declaration of  Indepen-
dence and more.  There were many 
great moments during the day but 
one of  the most memorable was when 
a young lady around the age of  12 or 

so stopped by our booth to purchase a 
Trump Sign.  She was polite, focused 
and fully aware of  the political situa-
tion in our country right now.  

Thanks to the Sturbridge Police 
who always go above and beyond to 
keep the venue safe for all.  Thanks to 
all the citizens who signed up to be on 
our email list as well as asking to help 
us in the future.  Thanks to Governor’s 
Council Candidate Andrew Couture 
for driving all the way from Fitchburg 
to spend the weekend with us.

Thanks to our volunteers, Denise, 
Kristen, Gary, Janet and Gail.  See you 
next year.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael W. Young

Chair, Sturbridge Republican Town 
Committee

Fiskdale

Thanks to all who supported Harvest 
Festival

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Pumpkin Possibilities:   
Recipes that Recycle!

Turn To HINT page  14



This win-
ter, brighten 
your mood and 
surroundings 
by planting 
and growing a 
few amaryllis. 
Your thoughts 
may turn to 
red when considering this 
plant but now you can find a 
variety of  colors and flower 
shapes. Select the color that 
best suits your mood and in-
door décor.

Fill your home with these 
beauties for the holidays. 
Then keep the blossoms com-
ing all winter long. Plant sev-
eral different types of  amaryl-
lis bulbs, from the southern 
and northern hemispheres, 
and you’ll get a long-lasting, 
colorful display.

Most amaryllis bulbs 
grown in the U.S. are import-
ed from Holland, and their 
natural bloom time is Janu-
ary through March. Exactly 
when the flowers will open 
is impossible to predict. The 
best strategy is to choose sev-

eral different va-
rieties and plant 
them three to 
four weeks apart 
during November, 
December, and 
January so you’ll 
always have flow-
ers coming into 

bloom. 
Kick off  the holiday sea-

son with amaryllis bulbs im-
ported from growers in the 
southern hemisphere. As we 
enter autumn, it’s springtime 
in South America, and these 
bulbs are eager to begin to 
bloom. Pot them up before 
early November for flowers 
in December.

Brighten the holiday sea-
son with the pure white, fully 
double flowers of  Alaska ama-
ryllis (longfield-gardens.com). 
The white blossoms with lime 
green throat combine nicely 
with winter greens.  Plant the 
bulbs in the fall and enjoy the 
blossoms throughout the holi-
day season.

Keep the flowers coming 
with an early bloomer such 

as Evergreen, which is al-
ways quick to break out of 
dormancy. Its flowers have 
narrow, lime/chartreuse pet-
als on 20-inch plants adding 
a freshness to any room. En-
joy the impressive display as 
each bulb produces two to 
three stems with four to six 
blooms each.

Add a bit of  fun and flare 
with the eight-inch flowers of 
Dancing Queen. You’ll enjoy 
the showy layers of  ruffled 
snow-white petals highlight-
ed with brush strokes of  red.

If  you are a fan of  the 
popular color pink, there is 
an amaryllis for you. Pink 
Surprise Amaryllis has enor-
mous hot pink flowers with 
a silky sheen and a touch of 
white at the tip. It is a stand-
out and perfect as a center-
piece on the dining room ta-
ble or as a colorful welcome 
when displayed on a table by 
your front entrance.

For those who prefer some-
thing a bit more subtle, check 
out Terra Cotta Star. The soft 
watercolor hues of  salmon, 
rose, buttercream and pista-
chio along with its dark veins 
add an artistic flare to each 
blossom.

Showcase and enjoy your 
colorful amaryllis by display-
ing it on a mantle, kitchen 
counter, or entryway table. 
Then watch the amazing 
show as the first sprout ap-

pears, followed by buds and 
finally, its spectacular trum-
pet-shaped blooms. Or cut 
a few flowers to enjoy as 
long-lasting cut flowers.  

Order these and other am-
aryllis varieties early for the 
greatest selection. Selecting 
an assortment of  colors, flow-
er shapes and bloom times 
provides months of  beauty 
and enjoyment.

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening 
books, including the recently 
released Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” 
DVD instant video series and 
the nationally syndicated Me-
linda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a col-
umnist and contributing ed-
itor for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and was commissioned 
by Longfield Gardens for her 
expertise to write this article. 
Her Web site is www.Melin-
daMyers.com.
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 11/1 & SATURDAY 11/2

BEEF TENDERLOIN 
MEDALLIONS

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 11/30/24

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

FIREPLACE FEASTS 
November through April

1700’s style feast, prepared on the open hearth of a 
great fieldstone fireplace. 

• Delicious Fireplace Roasted Prime Rib…
 you can even enjoy seconds! 

• Deep Dish Apple Pie with fresh Whipped Cream
• Mulling and chowder demonstrations 

• Horsedrawn wagon or sleigh ride, weather permitting Gift Certificates

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

A winter season of colorful Amaryllis blooms

Courtesy — LongfieldGardens.com

Plant Alaska amaryllis bulbs in the 
fall to enjoy pure white, fully dou-
ble flowers throughout the holiday 
season.

The Marfa Lights

Well, I know I said last 
week that my spooky 
season series was done, 
but with many requests 
for one more, I said, why 
not? I couldn't resist 
sharing just one more 
story for Halloween. 
And this one might be 
the strangest yet. It's the 
tale of  a place where the 
mysterious meets the 
unexplained—where ee-
rie lights dance across 
the horizon, and science 
and folklore collide. I'm 
talking about the Marfa 
Lights.

In a remote stretch of 
West Texas desert near 
the small town of  Mar-
fa, strange, glowing orbs 

have illuminated the 
night sky for centuries. 

According to local 
history, the first record-
ed sighting was in 1883, 
when a rancher named 
Robert Ellison noticed 
lights flickering in the 
distance, initially think-
ing they were Apache 
campfires. But as he 
traveled closer, the lights 
seemed to move farther 
away, as if  intentionally 
evading him. 

Interestingly, Na-
tive American tribes in 
the area, including the 
Apache, were aware of 
these lights long before 
settlers arrived, refer-
ring to them as "fallen 
stars" and interpreting 
them as celestial or su-
pernatural phenomena.

The Marfa Lights, 
which appear as bright 
orange, red, or blue orbs, 
have been seen shifting, 
darting, and splitting 
apart only to rejoin mo-
ments later. Some say 
they float, while others 
claim they hover above 

the ground, weaving in 
and out of  view. 

During World War II, 
the Marfa Lights caught 
the attention of  pilots 
stationed at the near-
by Midland Army Air 
Field. Intrigued, these 
pilots attempted to locate 
the source of  the lights, 
thinking it might be a 
natural or man-made 
structure. Despite multi-
ple attempts, they never 
found the origin. It was 
as though the lights were 
aware of  the pilots' pres-
ence, evading discovery 
every time they tried to 
pinpoint their source.

What causes these 
lights? 

Some say they are cars 
from a nearby interstate, 
Route 67, but that doesn't 
explain how they've been 
observed long before the 
automobile.

Some theories range 
from the scientific, like 
reflections or naturally 
occurring gases, to the 
supernatural, with leg-
ends suggesting they're 

spirits or entities keep-
ing watch over the land. 
But one thing's for cer-
tain—the lights behave 
in ways that defy easy 
explanation, especially 
in encounters that seem 
almost personal.

Consider the story 
of  a film crew that ar-
rived in Marfa hoping 
to capture the lights on 
camera. After setting 
up equipment for hours, 
the crew finally spot-
ted the lights flickering 
in the distance. But as 
they moved in, strange 
things began to happen. 
Cameras shut down in-
explicably, and batteries 
drained without reason. 
Some crew members re-
ported feeling as though 
the lights were watching 
them, reacting to their 
every movement. No 
matter how they tried, 
they couldn't get a clear 
shot—the lights would 
appear just out of  reach, 
then disappear, only to 
reappear elsewhere. By 
the time they left, the 

crew was convinced 
that the Marfa Lights 
weren't just a natural 
phenomenon, but some-
thing else—something 
almost… aware.

Another tale comes 
from a local rancher who 
encountered the lights 
late one night while 
driving home. As he 
traveled down the dark, 
empty road, he noticed 
glowing orbs trailing be-
hind his truck. At first, 
he thought they were 
headlights, but the lights 
behaved strangely, veer-
ing off  into the desert 
only to reappear closer 
to him, moving in sync 
with his truck. He de-
scribed it as if  the lights 
were "following" him, cu-
rious yet keeping their 
distance. Finally, as he 
neared home, the lights 
suddenly broke away 
and vanished into the 
mountains. Shaken, the 
rancher was left won-
dering—were the Marfa 
Lights watching him, 
guiding him, or simply 

toying with him?
To this day, the Marfa 

Lights remain a mystery. 
Scientists have tried to 
pin them down as reflec-
tions, atmospheric gas-
es, or mirages caused by 
temperature inversions. 
Yet no explanation fully 
accounts for their behav-
ior, nor for the strange 
interactions people re-
port. And the stories 
continue to pile up, from 
locals who've seen the 
lights their entire lives 
to travelers who stumble 
upon them unexpectedly.

As Halloween draws 
near, and we gather 
around to share tales of 
the unknown, remem-
ber that some mysteries 
are closer than we think. 
They flicker on the hori-
zon, waiting to be seen—
but not necessarily to be 
understood.

Happy Halloween, 
and may all your myster-
ies be as strange as the 
Marfa Lights.

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

For advertising contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news



8  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2024

Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

Masons hand out sugar highs
SOUTHBRIDGE — 

Kids going to the Ma-
sonic Lodge didn’t get 
tricked, but might have 
gotten nipped a bit by evil 
car trunks while collect-
ing candy at Saturday’s 
Trunk or Treat.

Gus Steeves

Holly and Clay Tull flank a trunk full of skulls. Bwa-ha-ha-ha!

Gus Steeves

George Makara takes down 
the flag as the event wraps 
up.

Gus Steeves

Josh Kirkwood carries daughter Eleanora.

Gus Steeves

Sadness” from the film “Inside Out” made an appearance and 
lived up to her name.

(Left) Brooke and Harper Kirkwood of Charlton hit up Eric 
Willard for candy.

Collector or crafter? Charlton City UMC has it all 
C H A R L T O N 

— Charlton City UMC's 
Dynamic Cards, Col-
lectibles, and Craft 
Show is coming to 74 
Stafford St., Charl-

ton, on Saturday, Nov. 
9, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.!  
Come and roam two 
floors of  exhibitors of-
fering comics, trading 
cards, sports cards & 

memorabilia, jewelry, 
art, glassware, body 
oils, toys, handmade 
gifts, bags, and just 
about anything else 
you can think of.

Admission is free. 
Partial proceeds from 
the event also sup-
port Abby's House in 
Worcester (shelter for 
abused women and chil-
dren), UMCOR (one of 
the best disaster relief 
agencies in the world) 
and Charlton REAS 
(senior heat fuel assis-
tance) You win with all 
the vendors, and the 
world wins when you 
help others in need.

Snacks and bever-
ages will be available 
for purchase.  Charl-
ton City UMC is handi-
capped accessible, with 
plenty of  parking.

SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway Players 
Theatre in Southbridge is hosting au-
ditions for "Plaza Suite,” the first show 
of  our 50th Anniversary season. This 
comedy is written by Neil Simon. They 
will be held on Sunday, Dec. 1 and Tues-
day, Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. Please note that the 
auditions will be held in the Commu-
nity Room of  the Southbridge Police 
Station, 1 Mechanic St., Southbridge.

Auditions will consist of  cold read-
ings from the script. Performance 
dates are Feb. 21, 22, 28 and March 1 
& 2. Rehearsals will be on Sunday and 
Tuesday nights. Presented by permis-
sion through special arrangement 
with Concord Theatricals. The adult 
cast consists of  five women and seven 
men.  Directed by Mike Dupuis and 
produced by Jeanne Dupuis.  For more 
information, please contact Gateway at 
508-764-4531.

Hilarity abounds in this portrait of 
three couples successively occupying a 
suite at The Plaza. A suburban couple 
take the suite while their house is be-
ing painted and it turns out to be the 
one in which they honeymooned 23 (or 
was it 24?) years before and was yes-
terday the anniversary, or is it today? 
This wry tale of  marriage in tatters is 
followed by the exploits of  a Hollywood 

producer who, after three marriages, 
is looking for fresh fields. He calls a 
childhood sweetheart, now a subur-
ban housewife, for a little sexual diver-
sion. Over the years she has idolized 
him from afar and is now more than 
the match he bargained for. The last 
couple is a mother and father fighting 
about the best way to get their daugh-
ter out of  the bathroom and down to 
the ballroom where guests await her 
or as Mother yells, "I want you to come 
out of  that bathroom and get married!"

Gateway Players 
announces auditions for 

Neil Simon’s “Plaza Suite”
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BLACK
NOVEMBER

SALE

Buy 2 pieces- $100
Buy 3 pieces- $400
Buy 4 pieces- $600
Buy 5 pieces- $800

Buy 6 pieces- $1000

Robert Babineau Jr. M.D., Member since 2023

As a former primary care doctor, and now a Mass Advantage 
member, what I most appreciate about Mass Advantage is the 
dedicated team of Member Navigators who provide top notch 
customer service and guidance.

Y0173_250149_M Accepted

Enroll in a Mass Advantage Medicare Plan!

Mass Advantage is an HMO and PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Mass Advantage depends on contract renewal.  
*  Premium and coverage may vary based on plan selection. For a complete list of benefits, visit MassAdvantage.com. Other providers are available in our 

network. For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings, call toll-free (844) 416-1027 (TTY:711). We can also help with registering for a sales 
seminar or rescheduling due to inclement weather. 

Representatives are available October 1 - March 31, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., 7 days a week;  
and April 1 – September 30, 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. Monday – Friday. 

Calls are answered by licensed sales agents.

Have Questions? Need help?  
Call Us: (844) 416-1027 (TTY:711) 
RSVP for a local sales seminar or personal consult 
www.MassAdvantage.info/RSVP

Save More…

•  $0 monthly plan premium* HMO & PPO plan  
options.

•  No medical or prescription drug deductibles.

•  $0 copay in-network primary care  
provider visits.

•  $0 copay preventive dental service and  
generous comprehensive dental coverage.*

•  $0 or low copays for Tier 1 and Tier 2  
prescription drugs and more...

Our Member Navigator Team is here to help. 

•  Need an appointment?  
We’ll get you in with most UMass Memorial 
Health providers within 10 days. 

•  Have coverage questions?  
We’ll explain benefits, assist with claims, and 
more. 

•  Want Simplified Access? 
No referrals needed for in-network specialists.

Get More…

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Coupon good through 
Thanksgiving Tuesday-Thursday

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Trunk or Treat offers spooky fun!
BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — Saturday, Oct. 26 
was a beautiful fall day for the Trunk 
or Treat event held at the Quinebaug 
Masonic Lodge in Southbridge. 

Every year, the Quinebaug Masonic 
Lodge Community Outreach Program 
holds this fun event for the children in 
the community.  Children and adults 
alike dressed up in their costumes to 
retrieve treats from the row of  cars all 
decorated and decked out in the park-
ing lot of  the Quinebaug Masonic lodge 
in Southbridge. Passing cars beeped 
their horns as they drove by to witness 
all the children and decked out cars. 

This Trunk or Treat event is just 
one of  the many community outreach 
program events the lodge has held this 
year.  Many lodge members and their 
families along with friends volunteered 
their time and resources for this fun 
event for the children. A special thank 
you, shout out to Nichols College for 
donating the big green wild and wacky 
floppy inflatable tube man on display 
in the Quinebuag Lodge parking lot for 

Courtesy

Children gathering around the farmhouse theme trunk or treat decked out vehicle to get all 
kinds of treats and listen to the farm animals in the background.

this event.  If  you would like addition-
al information about Freemasonry, 
go to www.massfreemasonry.org  and 

read about this great fraternity and to 
find a lodge nearest you.

Southbridge Water 
Department to 

perform hydrant 
flow test

CHARLTON — Southbridge Water 
Department will perform a hydrant 
flow test on their hydrant on Wednes-
day, Nov. 6 at approximately 9 p.m. The 
location tested will be Power Station 
Road in Charlton.  The procedure will 
include testing the operation and ca-
pacity of  the hydrant on the property.

The Department requests that 
during this period customers check 
their water before washing clothes. 
Customers may also get accumulated 
sediments in their house laterals the 
next morning. This will clear after a 
brief  run of  water at the tap. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

PROJECT: _Fueling Station and 
Convenience Store 
LOCATION:	 16 Sturbridge Rd. 
Charlton MA 
PROPONENT: Edwards Services LLC
The undersigned is submitting an 
Environmental Notification Form 
(“ENF”) to the Secretary of Energy & 
Environmental Affairs on or before 
October 22, 2024
This will initiate review of the 
above project pursuant to the 
Massachusetts Environmental 
Policy Act (“MEPA,” M.G.L. c. 30, 
ss. 61-62L). Copies of the ENF may 
be obtained from: 
Bertin Engineering 66 Glen Ave Glen 
Rock, NJ 07452
(Name, email address, phone number 
of proponent or proponent’s agent) 
Electronic copies of the ENF are 
also being sent to the Conservation 
Commission and Planning Board of 
Charlton (Municipality). 
The Secretary of Energy & 
Environmental Affairs will publish 
notice of the ENF in the Environmental 
Monitor, receive public comments 
on the project, and then decide if 
an Environmental Impact Report is 
required. A site visit and/or remote 
consultation session on the project 
may also be scheduled. All persons 
wishing to comment on the project, 
or to be notified of a site visit and/or 
remote consultation session, should 
email MEPA@mass.gov or the MEPA 
analyst listed in the Environmental 
Monitor. Requests for language trans-
lation or other accommodations should 
be directed to the same email address. 
Mail correspondence should be direct-
ed to the Secretary of Energy & 
Environmental Affairs, 100 Cambridge 
St., Suite 900, Boston, Massachusetts 
02114, Attention: MEPA Office, refer-
encing the above project.
By Edwards Services LLC (Proponent) 
November 1, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on November 13, 2024, 
at 7PM on the application of Steven 
Burque.
The applicant has filed for a Notice of 
Intent for the construction of a single-
family home within 100 feet of a BVW.  
The project location is: Burlingame 
Road, Charlton MA 01507. Parcel ID: 
42-A-4.2.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
October 31, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO24P2530EA
Estate of: 

Paul E. Cahill

Date Of Death: June 14, 2023
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner 
Jessic A. Cahill of Southbridge MA
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Jessic A. Cahill of Southbridge MA
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond. 
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and ex-
penses of administration. Interested 
parties
are entitled to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the 
powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can  
be obtained from the Petitioner.
October 31, 2024

Legal Advertisement
Notification is hereby given that an 
application has been filed by Angelina’s 
538, LLC for New On-Premises Liquor 
License – Restaurant –All Alcoholic 
Beverages at the premises currently 
located at 538 Main Street, Fiskdale, 
MA 01518 with the Sturbridge Select 
Board. In accordance with MGL Ch. 
138, a public hearing will be held 
on Monday, November 18, 2024 at 
6:35 p.m. This hearing will be held at 
Veteran’s Memorial Hall, Sturbridge 
Town Hall, 308 Main Street, 2nd Floor, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566. 
Your advertisement must appear 10 
days prior to the public hearing to com-
ply with Massachusetts General Laws 
and /or Town of Sturbridge Bylaws. 
Failure to comply may result in your 
application being denied or delayed.
October 31, 2024

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF TAX 

VALUATION
The Town of Southbridge Assessor’s 
Office has been conducting the Fiscal 
Year 2025 Revaluation as required by 
Massachusetts State Law. This update 
of values ensures that all properties 
have been assessed at full and fair 
market value as of January 1, 2024. 
The Assessor has received preliminary 
certification from the Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue. The Public 
Review period will be available to the 
public from 
November 1, 2024 to November 8, 
2024.
The revaluation requires the verifica-
tion, analysis, and use of arms-length 
sales from calendar year 2023. Sales 
from the year 2022 were used to value 
property when the numbers of 2023 
sales were insufficient for analysis. 
Market trends indicate that different 
property types may change in value 
more or less than other property types. 
Overall, real and personal property 
values increased 11%. Individual par-
cel valuation changes may vary due 
to data updates and corrections, new 
construction, and the effect of market 
trends for different types of properties.

The preliminary assessed values for 
Fiscal Year 2025 will be available at the 
Jacob Edwards Library during normal 
business hours as well as the Town 
of Southbridge Website. The valuation 
information will also be available online 
at https://www.ci.southbridge.ma.us/. 
You may also contact the Assessor’s 
Office located in the Southbridge Town 
Hall at 41 Elm Street by phone or in 
person with any questions or concerns.
SOUTHBRIDGE BOARD OF 
ASSESSORS
October 31, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on November 13, 2024, 
at 7PM on the application of Christina 
Barber.
The applicant has filed for an After-the-
Fact Notice of Intent for retaining wall 
improvement.  The project location is: 
169 Sunset Drive, Charlton MA 01507. 
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
October 31, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P3631EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Celine Anne Chamberland 
Also known as: 

Celine A Chamberland
Date of Death: 11/23/2021

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by 
Mark Standrowicz  of Sturbridge  MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:  
Mark Standrowicz  of Sturbridge  MA
 be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety  on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
11/19/2024
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 

within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 23, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 31,  2024

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given under Chapter 
140, Section 2 of Massachusetts Gen-
eral Laws of a public hearing to be held 
in the George Parent Meeting Room, 
second floor of the Town Hall, 41 Elm 
Street, Southbridge, MA, on Tuesday, 
November 19, 2024 at 1:30 p.m..  
This hearing pertains to a Common Vic 
application by Nakamas Smoothies, 
343 Main St., Southbridge, MA.  Any-
one wishing to speak will be given the 
opportunity to be heard.
This notice is also published electron-
ically on www.stonebridgepress.com 
and on www.masspublicnotice.org
Town of Southbridge
Licensing Clerk
October 31, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO17P3135EA

Estate of: 
Antoinette M Dupre

Date of Death: 10/02/2014
CITATION ON PETITION  

FOR ORDER OF  
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by
John R Dupre of Allentown PA
requesting that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final, and first 
account , the first amended and other 
such relief as may be requested in the 
Petition. 
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 11/12/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court
October 16, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman, Register of 
Probate
October 31, 2024

LEGALS

Nurse educators learn about generative AI tools 
WORCESTER — Bay 

Path Practical Nursing 
Academy faculty and 
staff  (pictured above, 
from left) Shannen 
Sherman, BSN, RN, of 
CT, Donna Pope, LPN, 
of  Southbridge, Grethe-
line Bolandrina, DHA, 
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, of 
Athol, Ana Olivar, EdD, 
MSN, RN, CRRN, of  Rut-
land, and Cheryl Cahill 
of  Oxford all completed 
the workshop for Nurse 
Educators presented 
by the Massachusetts 
Rhode Island League 
for Nursing (MARILN) 
on Friday, Oct. 25 at the 
Hogan Center, College 
of  the Holy Cross. 

The 2024 MARILN 
Fall Conference and 
Annual Meeting - Inno-
vate and Educate: Gen-
erative Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) Tools for 

Nurse Educators speak-
ers were Rachel Cox 
Simms DNP, MS-HPEd, 
RN, FNP-BC Assistant 
Professor MGH Institute 

of  Health Professions 
(Boston, MA);  Semiha 
Asli Bozkurt PhD, RN, 
CHSE Clinical Assis-
tant Professor Univer-

sity of  Massachusetts 
Boston (Boston); Cath-
erine Carroca DHS, 
MSN, RN, CNE Associ-
ate Professor Massachu-

setts College of  Pharma-
cy of  Health Sciences 
(Boston), and Joseph 
Gordon-Reznar Associ-
ate Chief  Nursing Offi-
cer Cambridge Health 
Alliance (Boston). The 
purpose of  the work-
shop is to empower 
nurse educators with 
the knowledge and 
skills to effectively in-
tegrate generative AI 
tools into their teaching 
and professional prac-
tices. The participants 
explored the fundamen-
tal principles of  gener-
ative AI and discovered 
practical applications 
for creating engaging 
educational materials, 
designing innovative as-
signments, and enhanc-
ing assessments. The 
workshop addressed 
ethical considerations 
and best practices, en-

suring responsible AI 
usage in educational 
settings. At the end of 
the workshop, partic-
ipants were equipped 
to leverage AI for pro-
fessional development, 
scholarly activities, and 
enrich the learning ex-
perience for nursing 
students.

The Massachusetts 
Rhode Island League 
for Nursing (MARILN) 
is a constituent of  the 
National League for 
Nursing. MARILN aims 
to improve nursing at 
hospitals, public health, 
and other organized 
nursing services by 
encouraging nursing 
through nursing edu-
cation and awarding 
scholarships to students 
in nursing programs to 
encourage their educa-
tion.
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Complete Site Work
 Including:

Excavating • Bulldozing  • Trucking • Demolition
 • Stump Removal  • Timber Harvesting

• Yard Expansions & Tree Removal • Lot Clearing
 • Cellar Holes  • Septic Systems  

•Lawn Installation • Retaining Walls  
• Fields Made

• 40,000 lb excavator with jack hammer
 for rent •Seasoned Firewood

860-382-5071
Field Stone and Firewood for sale

AERIAL 
TREE SERVICE

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY 

LAWNMOWER.COM

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured

GU
TT

ER
 

CL
EA

NI
NG

S

GU
TT

ER
 

CL
EA

NI
NG

S

For Advertising 
Information,Call 
774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.

news

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
CHIMNEY 

CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for 

one low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
774-200-7308

Local residents named to Simmons 
University Dean's List

BOSTON — The following local 
residents have been named to the 2024 
spring semester dean's list at Simmons 
University in Boston.

* Lindsay Albright, Charlton 

* Molly Brodeur, Charlton 

* Jessica Hennessey, Fiskdale 

To qualify for dean's list status, un-
dergraduate students must obtain a 
grade point average of  3.5 or higher, 
based on 12 or more credit hours of 
work in classes using the letter grade 
system.

About Simmons University
Located in the heart of  Boston, 

Simmons is a respected private uni-
versity offering nearly 50 majors and 
programs for undergraduate women 

and graduate programs open to all on 
campus, in blended formats, or entire-
ly online in nursing and health sci-
ences, liberal arts, business, commu-
nications, social work, public health, 
and library and information science. 
Founded in 1899, Simmons has estab-
lished a model of  higher education 
that other colleges and universities 
are only recently beginning to adapt: 
the combination of  education for lead-
ership in high-demand professional 

fields with the intellectual foundation 
of  the liberal arts. The result is a Sim-
mons graduate prepared not only to 
work, but to lead in professional, civic, 
and personal life - a vision of  empow-
erment that Simmons calls prepara-
tion for life's work. Follow Simmons 
on Twitter at @SimmonsUniv, and on 
LinkedIn at https://www.linkedin.
com/school/simmons-university/. 
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Hi! My name is Lisa and I 
like unicorns!  
Lisa is described as both fun-

ny and intelligent. She is open 
to new experiences and has 
gone horseback riding, taken 
violin lessons, played volleyball 
at her school, and taken part in 
a local Wizard of Oz produc-
tion. She loves arts and crafts, 
playing card and board games, 
and watching videos on her 
tablet. Lisa enjoys reading and 
you can always count on her to 
have a book in hand. Lisa would 
one day like to take gymnastics 

or karate lessons. Lisa also attends a youth group, which she 
enjoys very much. 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/7811 

Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) 
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process. 
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and 
teens in foster care. 

Lisa 
Age 11 

Registration # 7811 

Stafford Springs, CT 
& Southbridge, MA-  
Joseph Maurice “Moe” 
A. Comtois, aged 94, 
passed away peacefully 
on October 22, 2024, while 
surrounded by his loving 
family. 

Born in Woonsocket, R.I., to immi-
grant parents, the late Albert and 
Donalda (St. Germain) Comtois, Moe 
joined the U.S. Army at aged 21 and 
honorably served for two years during 
the Korean War, earning the Army of  
Occupation Medal (Germany.) Moe 
traveled much of  Europe and always 
spoke fondly of  its natural beauty. He 
also served in North Africa, Austria, 
Italy, and Switzerland. During his 
enlistment, he learned Italian and 
spoke it fluently throughout his life, 
and while visiting St. Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome, he was touched by Pope 
Pious XII. 

In August 1951, Moe married Claire 
R. Bourdon and they raised five chil-
dren in Southbridge, MA. He leaves 
behind Susan Reilly of  Worcester, MA; 
Marc Comtois of  Oxford, MA; Carol 
Childress and her husband Barnet, 
of  Sturbridge, MA; his two sons, 
Steven Comtois and David Comtois, 
pre-deceased Moe in 1980 and 2019, 
respectively. In 1986, Moe re-mar-
ried Kerstin Gagne and they lived 
in Woodstock, CT for several years. 
Moe leaves behind his step-daughter 
Gretchen and her husband Michael 
Clark of  Putnam, CT, and step-son 
Timothy Gagne of  Granby, CT. Moe 
also leaves behind numerous grand-

children, great-grandchil-
dren, nieces, and neph-
ews, who he dearly loved. 
Moe also leaves behind 
his only living sibling, 
Madeleine Schotter, of  
Woonsocket, R.I. Moe was 
predeceased by his broth-
er, Marcel, and sisters, 
Jeannine, Claudette, and 
Marguerite. 

For most of  Moe’s work-
ing life, he enjoyed work-
ing as Water Treatment 
Plant Operator for the 
Southbridge Water 
Supply and was responsi-

ble for taking measurements of  snow 
and rain that were phoned in for 
local weather forecasts; patrolling, 
hiking, and posting the thousands 
of  acres of  the water supply prop-
erty; and he successfully completed 
numerous training courses related 
to public drinking water supplies. He 
also served as a Special Police Officer 
for the Town of  Southbridge. 

Most recently residing in Stafford, 
CT, throughout his life, Moe enjoyed 
deep sea and fresh water fishing, 
digging for quahogs in RI, holding 
huge yard sales, throwing clambakes, 
painting cars, and he especially loved 
spending time with all his children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchil-
dren. 

Following a family Celebration of  
Life, Moe will be laid to rest with 
his sons, Steven and David, and his 
former wife, Claire, in the Old Notre 
Dame Cemetery, Southbridge, MA. 
Donations in Moe’s memory may 
be made to: The Steven Comtois 
Memorial Scholarship, c/o Bay 
Path Regional Technical Vocational 
High School, Attn: Business Office, 
57 Muggett Hill Road, Charlton, MA 
01507. 

To leave a message of  sympathy for 
his family, please visit: www.introvig-
nefuneralhome.com

Joseph Maurice “Moe” A. Comtois, 94
Sturbridge: Robert J. 

Patterson, 73, of  New 
Boston Rd., passed away 
on Saturday, Oct. 26th , in 
Backus Hospital, after a 
long illness.

He leaves his loving 
wife, Cynthia Ann (Collett) 
Patterson of  Sturbridge; 
his two daughters, Michelle 
Mojica and her hus-
band Santo of  Sturbridge 
and Elaine Arena and 
her husband Kevin of  
Sturbridge; his brothers, 
David Patterson and his 
wife Judy of  Texas and 
Chuck Patterson and his wife Terese 
of  Framingham; his two sisters, 
Maryann LaPierre and her husband 
John of  Burlington and Judy Buono 
and her husband Jay of  Ipswich; his 
six grandchildren, Brittany Cooper 
and her husband Zachary of  Astoria, 
NY, Emily Arena of  Sturbridge, 
Brandon Mojica of  Sturbridge, 
Christie Arena of  Vermont, Abby 
Arena of  Sturbridge, and Daniel 
Mojica of  Sturbridge; great grandchil-
dren, Hayden and Jayce Blackburn.

He was predeceased by a brother, 
Johnny Patterson.  Robert was born 
June 18, 1951 in Waltham, the son 
of  Walter P. and Pearl Irene (Walsh) 

Patterson.  
Born in Waltham, 

Bob spent most of  his 
life there and gradu-
ated from Waltham 
Vocational High 
School. Bob worked as 
a mechanic for Paul’s 
Auto in Waltham for 
many years before 
moving to Sturbridge 
to be close to his fami-
ly. He worked for Karl 
Storz for 20 years in 
Charlton and Auburn. 
Bob cherished every 
moment spent with his 

family. He also enjoyed fishing, camp-
fires, and fixing anything he could 
get his hands on. His willingness to 
lend a helping hand and his genuine 
kindness left a lasting impression on 
everyone who knew him. And in the 
end he embraced his faith in God 
whole-heartedly.

His funeral will be held on Saturday, 
Nov. 2nd at 11:00AM, in the Daniel T. 
Morrill Funeral Home, 130 Hamilton 
St., Southbridge. Burial will follow in 
North Cemetery, Sturbridge.   Calling 
hours in the funeral home will be 
held on Friday, Nov. 1st, from 5:00 to 
7:00pm.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Charlton  - John Worrell, 
a long-time resident of  
Brimfield, recently of  
Charlton, died October 18th 
at Harrington Hospital, 
Southbridge.   Born in 
1933, John was raised on 
a farm in central Indiana, 
and remained a farm boy 
at heart all his life.   He 
loved to roam the woods 
and fields of  his childhood 
home and his home of  51 
years in Brimfield, and 
fields, forests, and deserts 
around the world, look-
ing for birds, mushrooms 
and other wild edibles, animals, and 
archaeological evidences of  past 
human activities.  He wore many hats 
over his life: minister, college profes-
sor, archaeologist, museum research-
er, activist for civil rights in the US, 
working with the campaigns of  Cesar 
Chavez and Martin Luther King, and 
then in the Middle East, particularly 
Palestine

John graduated from Milligan 
College in Tennessee, and worked as 
youth minister in his home church 
in Indiana while earning advanced 
degrees from Butler University, and 
then a PhD in Near Eastern Studies 
from Claremont University in 
California, while working as a minis-
ter of  social action in a church there.  
He taught at Phillips University, 
Oklahoma, Hartford Theological 
Seminary, Connecticut, and Holy 
Cross College, Massachusetts.   While 
teaching he worked in archaeology in 
Israel and Palestine, for a few years 
as director of  an archaeological expe-
dition to Tel el-Hesi in Israel. Then 

he turned his archae-
ological expertise to 
American archaeology 
as archaeologist, then 
Director of  Research at 
Old Sturbridge Village 
in Massachusetts.  
Upon retirement he 
devoted his energies 
to human rights in the 
Middle East, including 
two years on the ground 
with Palestinians, and 
peacekeeping mis-
sions to Palestine with 
Christian Peacemaker 
Teams, and to Iraq with 

Voices in the Wilderness.
Throughout all, John was a lov-

ing family man.   He leaves his four 
children: Brad Worrell and Catharine 
of  New York City, Bret Worrell 
of  Millbury, Babette Worrell of  
Worcester, and Lilly Glass Akoto of  
Vancouver, Washington. He great-
ly enjoyed his four grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren, walk-
ing, birding, gardening, and always 
teaching.     His life companion of  50 
years, Linda Ammons, and lifelong 
friends, Sandy and Kent McCallum 
will miss him deeply.   He also leaves 
his brother Phil Worrell of  Johnson 
City, Tennessee, and his sister, Mary 
Ann Plahitko of  Danville, Indiana, 
many nieces and nephews, and a host 
of  grand-nephews and nieces, and 
great-grand-nieces and nephews. 

A Celebration of  Life will be held 
November 10th  from   1:00 PM -5:00 
PM, at Hyland Orchard, Sturbridge.  
Memorial contributions may be sent 
to Community Peacemaker Teams.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

 Robert J. Patterson, 73

John E. Worrell

OBITUARIES

QCC receives grant 
from Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community College has received a $12,500 
grant from the Greater Worcester Community Foundation (GWCF). QCC will 
use the funds for its Bridges to College program, a support program to prepare 
students for college-level math and English courses.

“I’m excited that the college has the opportunity to deliver more Bridges to 
College classes to prepare students for success in college-level math and English. 
The success rates in credit classes for students who participated in a Bridges to 
College program are compelling,” said Dean of  College & Career Pathways Carol 
King.

According to King, after taking the math Bridges to College class, 93 percent 
of  students passed a college-level math class. Of  the students who participated in 
an English Bridges to College class and subsequently enrolled at the college, 88 
percent passed ENG 101 or 102.

The Bridges to College program provides non-credit programming in English 
and math for students considering college. The program includes support from 
a case manager, who offers guidance with higher education processes such as 
interacting with professors and reading a syllabus. Case managers also connect 
students to resources such as tutoring, counseling and the college’s food pantry.

“Students considering this program should know that they will be fully sup-
ported and gain the skills and confidence to succeed at QCC and beyond. Our 
staff  takes the time to get to know the students and make them feel comfortable,” 
said Director of  Mentoring and Special Programs Kalan Lewis.

“As a new college student, it can be intimidating to ask for help and get con-
nected with all the support services. Bridges to College offers a sense of  belong-
ing through building a relationship with students and making them feel comfort-
able in a college setting,” Lewis continued.
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Joshua Hyde Public Library

306 Main St., Stur-
bridge

508-347-2512
mayent@cwmars.org

CHILDREN’S 
PROGRAMS

STORY TIME - Tues-
days and Fridays at 
10:45am. Join us for sto-
ries, songs, rhymes and 
a craft. All children must 
be accompanied by an 

adult caregiver. No regis-
tration required.

LEGO CLUB - Thurs-
day, November 21 at 
6:00pm. Love Legos? 
Come build with us. For 
ages 6 to 12 with an adult 
caregiver. Registration is 
required.

I’M A WORK OF ART 
- Saturday, November 23 
at 1:00pm. “Come join art 
teacher Kim Larkin of 

Klassic Kreations for an 
art class that celebrates 
art’s perfect imperfec-
tions! Wear your art 
clothes to create a “klas-
sic kreation” as unique 
as you are!” Registration 
is required.

TEEN & ADULT 
PROGRAMS

IN-PERSON - AFTER-
NOON BOOK GROUP 
- Tuesday, November 12 

at 1:00pm. This month’s 
book is “The Spectacu-
lar” by Fiona Davis.

IN-PERSON - ARM-
CHAIR TRAVELERS 
BOOK GROUP - Wednes-
day, November 20 at 
6:30pm. This month’s 
book is “Miss Morgan’s 
Book Brigade” by Val-
erie Perrin.

IN-PERSON - WORLD 
BUILDING BOOK 

GROUP - Tuesday, No-
vember 19 at 6:30pm. 
This month’s book is 
“To Shape a Dragon’s 
Breath” by Moniquill 
Blockgoose.

FOR EVERYONE 
IN-PERSON - COMMU-
NITY PUZZLE SWAP 
- Tuesday, November 12 
from 4:00pm to 7:00pm. 
Bring donated puzzles 
to the library beginning 
October 28 or bring them 

on the day of  the swap. 
Please, no missing piec-
es. Puzzles of  all sizes. 
Bring your own, take 
some home. Tables will 
also be set up to work co-
operatively during this 
time. Registration is not 
required.

Go to sturbridgeli-
brary.org for more infor-
mation.

Wales Community Pantry launches new initiative
WALES — “Since 

December of  2023 we 
have seen the need for 
our services grow by an 
astounding 70 percent 
and the growth has not 
abated. Nor do we ex-
pect it to,”  notes Ann 
Davidson, Director of 
the Wales Community 
Pantry.

Thanks to a grant 
from The Food Bank 
of  Western Massachu-
setts  the Wales Com-
munity Pantry, located 
at 85 Main Street in 
Wales, hopes to be able 
to provide a consistent 
supply of  fresh milk, 
dairy items, and bread 
to its patrons. The Pan-
try regularly serves 172 
households from the 
communities of  Hol-
land, Brimfield and 
Wales and,  according 
to Ann Davidson, “our 
numbers are growing 
weekly. She said, “the 

Pantry routinely pro-
vides nutritious food to 
seniors, veterans, the 
disabled, and the work-
ing poor and we turn 
no one who is hungry 
away.“ 

Currently the Wales 
Community Pantry’s 
major source of  milk 
and bread is through 
donations of  salvaged 
food from local grocery 
stores. 

“Salvaged commod-
ities,” Davidson said, 
“are those which are 
within a day or two of 
expiring, and although 
we are profoundly grate-
ful for these donations, 
they are inconsistent.”  

WCP estimates it 
will cost about $1,000 
per month to provide a 
steady supply of  items 
such as fresh milk, 
bread, cheese, and but-
ter, groceries, which are 
not regularly available 

from the Food Bank 
of  Western Massachu-
setts and thus must be 
purchased from inde-
pendent suppliers. In 
hopes of  funding this 
service the Pantry has 
launched a Sponsor the 
Fridge For A  Month ini-
tiative through a mail 
campaign to local busi-

nesses.  The campaign 
asks that one local busi-
ness step up to fund one 
month, just one month, 
to keep the dairy fridge 
full for its neighbors.  

“We realize this is a 
big ask,” Davidson said, 
“but we are not making 
a one-sided offer.” 

In exchange for their 

generosity, which is tax 
deductible, each busi-
ness that contributes 
will be heavily promot-
ed through local social 
media during the month 
of  their sponsorship. 
The Facebook arm of 
the WCP, which is Pan-
try Wales, currently has 
516 followers. All of  its 
postings are shared on 
the Brimfield, Holland. 
Wales, Fiskdale, and 
Sturbridge community 
pages, resulting in an 
outreach of  over 23,000 
people.  Additionally, 
once the program is up 
and running, WCP will 
send out press releases 
to local news outlets to 
highlight the generosity 
of  our monthly sponsor.  

The Wales Communi-
ty Pantry depends whol-
ly on grants and dona-
tions for its funding. 
During its food drives 
the most donated item 

is boxed macaroni and 
cheese, which requires 
milk and butter to pre-
pare. Sadly, these basic 
items are too often lux-
uries for WCP patrons, 
and the mac and cheese 
boxes get pushed to the 
back of  the cupboard. 
The Sponsor the Fridge 
for a Month drive hopes 
to remedy this.  If  $1,000 
a month is too much for 
a single business, Da-
vidson noted, the WCP 
would be more than 
delighted to have two 
businesses act as dual 
sponsors. 

“The truth is,” David-
son said, “we appreciate 
any and all support.” 

If  your business 
wishes to join this ini-
tiative you may contact 
the Wales Community 
Pantry at 413-245-0055 or 
via email at walescom-
munitypantry@gmail.
com.

Courtesy

Wales Community Pantry Volunteers getting ready for their 
Tuesday opening.

  Council hears from landlord on plans
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT
SOUTHBRIDGE — One of 

the town's more recent large 
property owners took center 
stage at the last Town Coun-
cil meeting, as White Paper 
Strategies' Chris Morgan laid 
out his thoughts on rental 
property management.

He said his firm targets 
“distressed buildings” oth-
ers tend to avoid “to bring 
unoccupied units [back] onto 

the market.” The overall goal 
is to provide “good tenants 
in, good tenants out, and a 
good experience for every-
body from the beginning,” 
he said, noting his target ten-
ants “gainfully employed and 
safe” with good background 
checks and no prior evic-
tions, he claimed.

“If  you're a bad landlord, 
it's not a surprise you get bad 
tenants,” Morgan said. “It's a 
two-way street.”

The firm currently owns 
more than 300 properties in 
Central Mass. Among them 
are 124 residential and com-
mercial units in Southbridge 
at five locations – 37 Central, 
295, 344 and 395 Main, and 
four buildings at the corner 
of  Oliver and Hamilton – 
with its office at 395 Main, he 
said. 

To describe his redevel-
opment concept, Morgan 
showed a few photos of  a site 
in Worcester he said had 14 
percent occupancy when he 
bought it and visibly need-
ed repairs. “The buildings 
we acquired [here] were not 
even close to that,” he said, 
meaning in worse condition 
(although he noted the Oliver 
property was in good shape). 
He described most of  his 
buildings as “so under duress 
that they can't even have 100 
percent occupancy” due to 
various code violations when 
he buys them. Some of  them 
have been condemned, but 
can't be demolished because 
they're historical, he noted.

Among other things, he 
said he wants to “protect the 
historical uniqueness” of 
Southbridge and restore kinds 
of  retail that aren't available 
online to Main Street.

While councilors were 
generally receptive to his pre-
sentation, there were some 
questions. George Chenier 
expressed concern that de-
velopment might “create a 
vacuum and put the disad-
vantaged out on the street” 
and wants to ensure there's 
a plan for seniors and low 
income people. He pointed to 
the fact Lebanon Hill Apart-
ments (aka TAG) sold not 
long ago for $7.1 million and 
is again on the market, after 
rent hikes on its senior resi-
dents. He also cited another 
recent large purchase where 
“numerous” callers told him 
they'd received rent hikes of 
“$1000 above what they were 
paying.”

Morgan said he sets rents 
based on the HUD fair market 
value, meaning 40 percent of 
the regional median income. 
Some are Section 8, and rents 
are $1100 for one bedroom, 
$1300 for two and $1600 for 
three.

“We want to add units, not 
make them more expensive,” 
he claimed, later noting he'd 
like to make some of  the sec-
ond-floor downtown commer-
cial spaces residential.

He said they have evicted 
a few people, mostly at the 
Whitford building because 
they found “illegal parapher-
nalia,” but generally try to 
avoid doing so. In some cases, 
they've let tenants' leases run 
out and didn't renew them. 
But if  the tenant's good, he 
said they move them into a 
different apartment while 
renovating theirs.

To Steve Kelly, “the more 
housing you have out on the 
market, the price will sta-
bilize.” But our town has 
seen “no new construction,” 
which he argued “has a lot to 
do with over-regulation.”

By coincidence, this pre-
sentation happened the same 
week as the first Housing 
Production Plan forum; see 
related story for details.

After Morgan spoke, the 
council got a mouthful from 
resident Zach Lavergne about 
the schools. Specifically, he 
ripped into the relatively re-
cent contract with High Road 
Schools to run the “substan-
tially separate” program at 
the Academy and elementa-
ry schools for kids with “So-
cial-emotional behavioral dif-
ficulties.” 

Lavergne said HRS re-
quires students to be scanned 
by metal detectors, take off 
shoes, and lock up phones 
and backpacks to go to class, 
describing that as “an un-
just policy that our general 
education students are not 
subjected to [and] disabili-
ty-based discrimination.” 

Noting three of  his four kids 
have disabilities and that he 
works in the mental health 
field, he decried that as a “fla-
grant violation of  their civil 
rights” and potentially puts 
kids into “the school to pris-
on pipeline.”

The council general-
ly didn't comment on La-
vergne's statement, but Kelly 
later thanked him during 
Councilors' Forum. He said 
the receivership has been 
“extremely frustrating for us 
as councilors.” Noting he's a 
defense attorney, he agreed 
with Lavergne's “prison pipe-
line” reference. Without a 
high school education, “your 
chances of  winding up in 
the criminal justice system 
are exponentially higher,” he 
said.

In other business, the coun-
cil approved a few grants, 
including one that will hire 
a two-year staff  person to 
promote weatherization and 
related energy efficiency, and 
another that will fund buying 
a new airport mower. A third 
was an “Expression of  Inter-
est” for a second-round Mu-
nicipal Vulnerability grant 
to analyze the condition of 
public and private dams and 
levees around town.

Additionally, Manager 
Jack Jovan said the town's 
electricity aggregation pro-
gram bids came in, with 
the low bidder being Direct 
Energy at about 13 cents/
kWh. The town also received 
grants for a few ongoing proj-
ects, including $50,000 for a 
Mill Street brownfield study, 
$226,549 for four energy proj-
ects at various buildings, and 
the state's Municipal Pave-
ment Program agreement, by 
which the state will repave 
more than three miles each of 
Route 169 and 198 at no cost to 
the town.

Gus Steeves can be reached 
at gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 



You can double or triple the 
recipe as needed. 

***
 
Easy Pumpkin Bread
Simple and easy, this 

classic pumpkin bread rec-
ipe can be doubled. Loaves 
freeze well. 

 
Ingredients: 1 1/2 cups 

flour; 1/2 teaspoon of  salt; 
1 cup granulated sugar; 1 
teaspoon baking soda; 1 
cup pumpkin purée; 1/2 
cup olive oil; 2 eggs, beaten; 
1/4 cup water; 1/2 teaspoon 
each nutmeg, cinnamon and 
allspice; ½ cup chopped wal-
nuts.

 
D i r e c t i o n s ;   P r e h e a t 

oven to 350°F Sift together 

the flour, salt, sugar, and 
baking soda. Mix togeth-
er pumpkin, oil, eggs, 1/4 
cup of  water, and spices. 
Lightly combine with the 
dry ingredients.  Stir in 
the nuts.  Pour into a well 
greased loaf  pan. Bake 50-
60 minutes until toothpick 
comes out clean. 

***
 
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House 
 
**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two at 
the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be 
entered into a random draw-

ing. One winner per month 
(or whenever I receive 
enough tips for a column) 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, locat-
ed on Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I'm in 
the business of  dispensing 
tips, not inventing them (al-
though I can take credit for 
some), I'm counting on you 
readers out there to share 
your best helpful hints!

 
Do you have a helpful hint 

or handy tip that has worked 
for you?  Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household or 
garden matters?  If  so, why 
not share them with read-
ers of  Stonebridge Press 
newspapers?  Send ques-

tions and/or hints to: Take 
the Hint!, C/o the South-
bridge Evening News, PO 
Box 90; Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or E-mail KDRR@
aol.com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for dinner for 
two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

s t r u -
ments, 
l e a r n 

rhythm, and listen to stories. Siblings 
are welcome. 

Fiber Arts Club for Tweens & 
Teens

Fridays, November 8 & 22 - 3:45 - 4:30 
- Story Time Room

Are you interested in knitting, cro-
cheting, needle felting, or other fiber 
art? Join us to practice your craft, 
learn from more experienced friends, 
or teach others! Don't forget to bring 
your current projects! Best for tweens 
and teens ages 9 -18. Registration re-
quired.*Please only register the tween 
or teen attending the program, not par-
ents/caregivers. Younger siblings are 
not allowed to attend this program due 
to the presence of  sharp objects.*

The Organized Parent Workshop 
(VIRTUAL EVENT)

of  the 
c h e r -
i s h e d 

traditions that make the season truly 
special,” said Rhys Simmons, Director 
of  Interpretation at Old Sturbridge 
Village. “Our goal is to transport you 
back in time with an experience that 
delights all the senses. Picture twin-
kling lights adorning the trees, the 
enticing aromas and flavors of  mulled 
cider and freshly baked gingerbread, 
and the familiar sounds of  holiday car-

ols echoing all around.”
This year’s Christmas by Candle-

light will feature an array of  live en-
tertainment, including historical per-
formances and readings of  Christmas 
tales for children. New this year is 
“Upon a Midnight Clear – An Acoustic 
New England Christmas,” a musical 
journey showcasing local artists rein-
terpreting classic carols.

In addition to the festivities, guests 
can explore the origins of  classic tra-
ditions such as nutcrackers and gin-

gerbread, along with a remarkable 
miniature nativity scene featuring 
more than 600 pieces. The Richardson 
House will showcase Italian Christ-
mas customs. There will also be plenty 
of  opportunities for holiday shopping 
at the Miner Grant Store and the Ox & 
Yoke Mercantile.

“This event has become a tradition 
for so many guests year after year, and 
many families look forward to it as 
the highlight of  their holiday season,” 
continued Simmons. “We invite every-

one to experience the joy of  the season, 
relish in classic traditions, and create 
new memories with loved ones this 
winter at Christmas by Candlelight.”

Christmas by Candlelight is made 
possible by our generous sponsors: 
Cornerstone Bank, Country Bank, 
G&F Precision Molding, and South-
bridge Credit Union. For more infor-
mation on tickets and full event de-
tails, visit the Old Sturbridge Village 
website.

different motions were 
$200,000 for structural 
repairs to the historic 
#2 Schoolhouse, $250,000 
for the townwide radio 
system project, $50,000 
for improvements at the 
Town Hall, $80,000 for 
technology upgrades, 
$10,000 for design plans 
for the library genera-
tor, and $50,000 for the 
Fire Pond/Cistern Pipe 
and Screen Replacement 
project.

The article also ap-

proved $285,000 from 
free cash replacement 
firearms and the re-
placement of  several 
cruisers in the police 
department. The mo-
tion was worded to 
include leases as the 
Police Department ex-
plores a new hybrid 
purchasing model in-
volving leasing some 
vehicles while continu-
ing to purchase cruis-
ers. Other allocations 
included $75,000 for the 
Fire Station Alerting 
System for Station 1 

and $407,500 from free 
cash for several DPW 
investments including 
three vehicles and re-
pairs to the salt shed 
roof  as well as $550,000 
from retained earnings 
for two sewer projects, 
the North Main Street 
Pump Station upgrades 
and the Plant Head 
Works Project. Closing 
out the financial items 
in the warrant were a 
request to replace Fire 
Department Engine 2 
which was tabled until 
the Annual Town Meet-

ing in May and $700,000 
moved from free cash to 
the Stabilization Fund.

The remaining ar-
ticles of  the night in-
volved proposed bylaw 
changes, starting with 
an amendment to Chap-
ter 115, the numbering 
of  buildings. The change 
was proposed by the 
Building Commissioner 
to amend the bylaw to al-
low the Board of  Select-
men to approve policies 
determining the schema 
for assigning numbers 
to buildings and prop-

erties. The approval at 
town meeting now al-
lows the town’s highest 
elected board to estab-
lish a numbering sys-
tem for new buildings or 
house number changes 
to better assist emergen-
cy officials in locating or 
identifying homes with-
out the confusion from 
redundant numbers and 
sub-letters or repeti-
tive number schemes of 
roadways with similar 
names. Articles 8 and 9 
were Zoning Bylaw re-
visions, the first seeking 

to change 98 Northside 
Road to an agriculture 
and rural residential 
lot. With Article 8’s ap-
proval, Article 9 then 
removed 98 Northside 
Rd., along with 92 and 
106 Northside Rd. from 
the wireless telecommu-
nication overlay district. 
The final article of  the 
night was a Zoning By-
law amendment for the 
Subdivision Proposals 
section that fixes a cler-
ical error in the flood-
plain overlay district.

14  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2024

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

you'd like to see in this town” and to define “an ap-
propriate range of  housing options” that work for 
Southbridge.

This is the town's first such plan, aimed at setting 
a “numerical target goal” of  construction that specif-
ically meets the state's definition of   affordable hous-
ing over the next five years. Generally, that means 
rents that are deed-restricted and/or subsidized to 
be no more than 30 percent of  the tenant's income, 
based on the area median income. Exactly what the 
region is was somewhat unclear, but other sources 
have defined it as the county. Glaubitz said tenants 
can qualify if  they make up to 80 percent of  the me-
dian income ($117,300), with “low income” defined as 
50 percent of  that, and “extremely low” as 30 percent.

Glaubitz showed some data slides regarding 
Southbridge conditions. The 2022 median income 
was $55,182, but median single-family home cost was 
$325,000. Among those figures were that about 60 
percent of  our housing stock is multi-family, 44 per-
cent was built before 1950 and the same percentage 
is owner-occupied, and the average rent is $1679. Me-
dian income for renters is $35,564, but for owners is 
$94,092; 17.9 percent live below the poverty level (sev-
eral people thought that figure was too low).

“Median household income really hasn't changed 
that much in the last 12 years,” but house prices have 
more than doubled, Glaubitz observed. 

By those criteria, Southbridge's current housing 
stock sits at 4.9 percent “affordable” – 385 units – with 
the state goal of  10 percent, meaning the town needs 

to add 402 units. She noted that does not take into ac-
count Section 8 homes or any unsubsidized low-rent 
housing that already exists, but it can include subsi-
dized housing of  both public and private ownership.

Resident Mike Segarra noted Southbridge was 
told years ago it would “get a new high rise every 
year” to address housing needs, but that hasn't hap-
pened. (He was referring to the Quinebaug Plaza 
building, a publicly-owned apartment complex run 
by the town's Housing Authority.) 

Several participants agreed a key method of  ad-
dressing housing needs would be to build more pub-
lic housing. Other suggestions included restoring 
the ability to do rent control (which would require 
overturning a state constitutional amendment from 
the 1990s), allowing more “accessory dwelling units” 
(aka “in-law apartments” that state law recently 
made a “by-right” use in single family districts), or 
changing tax law to increase rates on commercial 
apartment buildings and vacancies.

Regarding the latter, Sue Starkey said the law 
should require landlords to use their income to 
maintain their properties, not just pocket it. Often, 
the town can't get issues fixed because they can't find 
the landlords, who own properties through LLCs and 
other shell companies.

CMRPC's Joe Sziabowski said that'd have “a 
whole Board of  Health angle to that,” and landlords 
could either comply with state subsidized-housing 
rules or build “good housing that doesn't necessarily 
comply.”

Starkey also later noted housing availability can 
expand by increasing any local limits on how many 
unrelated people can live together. She dubbed that a 

“golden girls” apartment, after the famous TV series.
According to the town zoning bylaws, Sec 10, the 

limit is somewhat vague. A “boarding house” is 
limited to four unrelated people, but other kinds of 
homes seem to fall under this definition – “Family: 
Any number of  persons related to one another by 
blood, marriage, or adoption, all residing together 
as a single integral housekeeping unit; or not more 
than three unrelated persons residing together as a 
single, integral housekeeping unit.” The “not more 
than three” has been struck through on the Web site 
as a proposed change, but that has not yet gone to 
public hearing or Town Council for approval.

To Karen Salides, two key issues are that “we 
just had an influx of  immigrants last year” and that 
there's been a “decline in the younger age groups 
while the baby boomer group is increasing.” In 
Southbridge, the median age has risen from 35.8 to 
38.9 since 2000, but nearby towns have risen even 
more. There, median age is now in the low 40s.

The two forums are just part of  a year-long plan-
ning process. The survey is still open in both paper 
and online versions; a draft of  survey results to date 
is on the town's Web site. Early next year, Glaubitz 
plans to submit the plan to the Planning Board and 
Town Council for approval, after which it goes to the 
state.

More details, including the survey, are available at 
https://southbridge.civilspace.io/en/projects/hous-
ing-production-plan. 

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 
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continued from page 1

CPL
continued from page 3

Hint
continued from page 3

self-injury, acute psychosis 
(hallucinations or delu-
sions), overdose or with-
drawal from alcohol or 
drug use, and reactions to a 
traumatic event. 

“Providing education to 
the PN students and sup-
porting them so they’re in 
the best state of  mind for 
their nursing journey is a 
wonderful tie-in,” Bolan-
drina said. “The feedback 
on the MHFA training 
remains positive. We con-
tinue to engage in con-
versation, education, and 
breaking the stigma of 
mental health disorders.”

Health
continued from page 1

Tuesday, November 12, 6:30 - 7:30 PM 
- Virtual via Zoom

Learn new ways to approach the 
clutter and commitments that school 
days can bring into the home. 

This is a VIRTUAL event. Please 
register online; the Zoom link will be 
sent prior to the event.

Crafternoon for Kids
Friday, November 15, 3:30-4:30 - Sto-

ry Time Room
Drop by the Storytime Room and 

make a fun craft! Best for ages 5-10.

Let's Dance a Story for ages 3-6
Tuesday, November 26, 10:00-10:45 - 

Community Meeting Room - Registra-
tion required.

Children will explore dance and 
movement inspired by the words in a 
storybook. This group will learn how 
to help the brain and the body work 
together, discover new vocabulary 
words, and foster a love of  books with 
full-body learning. Please register chil-

dren in this age range only. (Younger 
siblings should not be included in the 
registration.) 

My Little Pony Club
Wednesday, November 27, 4:00 - 4:30 

PM - Story Time Room
Do you love My Little Pony? Meet 

up with other My Little Pony fans and 
do a fun activity! Don't forget to bring 
your favorite pony (if  you have one)! 
This club is for ages 5-10.
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

New listing! 3 bedroom Cape 
in Spencer 299000!!

Call for details!

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Chat about the Market for Buying or Selling a House
Reservation Suggested! Limited Seating!

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

SATURDAY WITH SZYMCZAK
Real Estate Coffee Hour

Nov. 2 @ 11am • 21 Schofield Ave., Dudley

*NEW
 CONSTRUCTION

on 6 Acres
* Gas Fireplace

*Bonus Room (24’x32’)
*Cathedral Ceiling 

Family Room
*3 Full Baths

*Private Setting with a 
Low Maintenance yard

*Easy Access
 to Mass Pike

*Hardwood Floors 
throughout

*Gourmet Kitchen 
with Center Island

12 Elliot Drive $695,000

GLENVIEW ESTATES- A GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD TO COME HOME TO

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

PRICE IS RIGHT !  WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT prop-
erty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar 
Price Tag!!   Level landscape from house to the waters 
edge. Sandy bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle 
Pond which offers expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 
Bath. Strategic placement of existing garage could offer 
expansion possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the 
grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER- 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* Tucked 
away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside 
Beach/Boat Ramp . This is the 2nd of 4 New Construction 
Homes To Be Built at this Site.  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of Living 
Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!      $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Property Management   
Residential 
Commercial

Condominium
Rental/Leasing 

Property Maintenance
Construction
Remodeling
Maintenance

Handyman Services
Established in 1985 

with almost 40 years of experience. 
Fully licensed and insured.

971 Providence Rd
Whitinsville, MA 01588

508-234-3414
www.RRRMGT.com

Realty Management, llc

R&R

REAL ESTATE
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The hospitals and services of UMass Memorial Health 

UMass Memorial Medical Center  |  UMass Memorial Medical Group  |  Harrington  |  HealthAlliance-Clinton Hospital

Marlborough Hospital  |  Milford Regional Medical Center  |  Community Healthlink

WHEN CHOOSING HEALTH CARE, 
YOU CAN CHOOSE TO HAVE IT ALL.

Our network of hospitals, providers and services was created to  ensure that everyone in our region 
has access to exceptional health  care and a chance to live the healthiest life possible. So, regardless  of 
where you live, a UMass Memorial Health hospital or service  is nearby. And that means no matter 

what you need for your health,  the best choice is also the convenient one.

ummhealth.org/choose | 855-UMASS-MD

THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF HEALING

LIVING ROOM
   SALE

We are in the 
process of

selling out 
some Floor 
Samples!

Come check 
them out atBIGSAVINGS

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE REMOVAL • FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Our finest lines will include
 Names like  

La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

Jumpin’ Juba to perform at Jacob Edwards Library
S O U T H B R I D G E 

— JUMPIN’ JUBA, a 
Boston-based blues 
and roots music 
group, will perform a 
concert at the Jacob 
Edwards Memorial 
Library on Thurs-
day, Nov. 14 at  6:30 
p.m.

JUMPIN’ JUBA 
has played over one 
thousand shows 

in Massachusetts 
since its formation 
in 1998.  The group 
is led by Steve Hurl, 
whose finger-style 
electric guitar skills, 
blues-inflected vo-
cals, songwriting 
and arranging give 
the band much of  its 
flavor.

The hour-long 
show at Jacob Ed-

wards Library will 
feature both classic 
American blues and 
country, early rock & 
roll, and occasional 
Latin and Caribbean 
grooves. More info 
about the band and 
links to video clips 
can be found at www.
stevehurl.com

Hurl is joined by 
upright acoustic 

bassist Dave Lock-
eretz and Jumpin’ Ju-
ba’s longtime drum-
mer Brian Flan.

Jacob Edwards Li-
brary is located at 
236 Main St., South-
bridge, MA 01550. 
Their phone number 
is 508-764-5426.

The concert is 
funded by a grant 
from the Southbridge 
Cultural Council, 
which is part of  the 
Massachusetts Cul-
tural Council.

Sturbridge resident promoted to 
Managing Director at Slowey 
McManus Communications

BOSTON — 
Slowey McManus 
C o m m u n i c at i o n s 
(SMC) today an-
nounced that Ac-
count Director Brit-
tany Murphy has 
been promoted to 
Managing Director 
of  the firm.

After a success-
ful career in broad-
cast journalism in 
Central and West-
ern Massachusetts, 
Murphy has been 
with SMC for more 
than four years, ris-
ing from Senior Account Executive 
to Managing Director. She focuses 
on healthcare, energy and nonprof-
it clients.

The Sturbridge resident is a grad-
uate of  Emerson College in Boston.

“Britt has quickly become a key 

part of  our manage-
ment team, provid-
ing important media 
industry insights 
and direction for cli-
ent teams. She has 
established strong 
connections with 
a range of  clients. 
Her hard work, abil-
ity to manage teams 
and secure high val-
ue media coverage 
have been a big part 
of  our success these 
past few years. Britt 
will continue to be 
an important part of 
our team in the fu-

ture,” said Jim McManus, principal 
partner of  SMC.

Slowey McManus has expanded 
in Central and Western Massachu-
setts, adding more than eight cli-
ents in the past few years. It is the 
only public relations firm with of-
fices in Boston and Worcester.
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