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Leicester Middle School student Chloey Jones and Leicester Public Schools paraprofessional Lizzie
Wheeler have been selected to perform the National Anthem at the Worcester WooSox game on
Sunday, Aug. 16, during Leicester’s Town Takeover at Polar Park.
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Leicester student and
paraprofessional selected to
perform National Anthem
at WooSox game

LEICESTER — Leicester Middle School
student Chloey Jones and Leicester Public
Schools paraprofessional Lizzie Wheeler
have been selected to perform the National
Anthem at the Worcester WooSox game on
Sunday, Aug. 16, during Leicester’s Town
Takeover at Polar Park.

The pair was nominated by the Leicester
Special Olympic School Day Games
Committee in recognition of their talent
and connection to the Leicester community.
Their performance will be part of a special
evening celebrating the town while also
supporting a meaningful cause.

A portion of all ticket sales from the
August 16 game will directly benefit the
Leicester Special Olympic School Day
Games, helping provide opportunities for
student-athletes to participate in this annual
event.

Chloey Jones, 13, is a student at Leicester
Middle School with a passion for music.
She enjoys collecting dolls, listening to
K-pop Demon Hunters, and spending time
with her family. Looking ahead, Chloey
hopes to pursue her dream of becoming a
music teacher.

Joining Jones on the field is Lizzie
Wheeler, a dedicated paraprofessional who
has served Leicester Public Schools for the
past three years. In addition to supporting
students in the classroom, Wheeler is an

Leicester places school improvement
debt exclusion on midterm ballot

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

LEICESTER — The Town
of Leicester will place a debt
exclusion question on the bal-
lot for the upcoming mid-term
elections which, if approved,
will allow for funding to
enhance former Becker College
buildings.

Leicester High School
currently serves as the pre-

ferred Career and Technical
Education (CTE) center for
several communities. The debt
exclusion would fund upgrades
and repairs to several cam-
pus buildings including the
Swan Library and an animal
health center with much of the
planned renovation to focus on
the Borger Academic Building,
all former facilities of the now
defunct Becker College. The
debt exclusion would allow

the town to forgo the limits of
Proposition 2 ¥ to add the tem-
porary debt to the tax levy until
it is paid off. This is different
from a Proposition 2 % over-
ride which would implement a
permanent increase to the tax
base.

At a July meeting, the Select
Board confirmed that the debt
exclusion would be placed
on the November ballot with
Select Board Member Kevin J.

Menard, Sr. explaining that the
Massachusetts School Building
Authority has approved a
program to help enhance the
Becker College Campus build-
ings which were purchased by
the Leicester School District in
2021. However, the town needs
to commit to its share of fund-
ing to proceed.

“The state is willing to give
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Contractors ordered to repair Ash Street sidewalk
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Representatives of B.R. Bak Enterprises appeared before selectmen in July where they were orders to fix transition points along the Ash Street side-

walk project.
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — Contractors in
charge of a recent sidewalk
project on Ash Street have been
asked to fix transition issues
deemed noncompliant.

At a meeting on July 27,
B.R. Bak Enterprises was
ordered to rebuild portions of

the project in accordance with
design expectations rather than
apply for a variance. Selectmen
unanimously opted to demand
the work be completed after
four transition points were
not compliant with the project
specifications. The project is
grant funded and any rebuild-
ing would not come at an added
cost to the town.

Brian Bak of B.R. Bak
Enterprises said they would
rather not compromise what
was completed to fix the tran-
sitions.

“Personally, 1 think we’d
rather not rip up the road and
put damage into the project
at this point. I think it’s easier
to file paperwork instead and
leave it as is,” said Bak.

Several selectmen disagreed
with most of their comments
focusing on wanting the proj-
ect to be completed as it was
designed and with the prop-
er transitions without com-
promise. Selectman Chris
Woodbury had some of the
strongest opinions on the mat-
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accomplished musician. She performs as
a vocalist and keyboardist with the local
musical duo Easy Season.

The community is encouraged to attend
the August 16th WooSox game to cheer
on Chloey and Lizzie as they perform
the National Anthem and to support the
Leicester Special Olympic School Day
Games. Their performance promises to be
a memorable highlight of Leicester’s Town
Takeover at Polar Park while showcasing
the talent and spirit of the Leicester com-
munity.

Spencer Sunoco
to host ‘Spencer’s

Bravest Family
Fun Day’

SPENCER — Spencer Sunoco will bring

residents together later this month for an
afternoon of food, games and family activi-
ties while raising money to support local first
responders.

“Spencer’s Bravest Family Fun Day” will

be held Sunday, Aug. 30, from 10 a.m. to 4

p.m. at Spencer Sunoco, 73 W. Main St.

Organizers are inviting families, friends
and neighbors to attend the community fund-
raiser, with 100 percent of proceeds slated
to support Spencer firefighters and police
officers.

The event will feature hamburgers and hot
dogs, along with a lemonade stand. Activities
for children and families will include face
painting, temporary tattoos and games.

Local vendors will also participate through-
out the day, and visitors will have opportuni-
ties to enter raffles.

The event is intended to provide residents
with a fun end-of-summer gathering while
showing appreciation for the firefighters and
police officers who serve the Spencer com-
munity.

Organizers are encouraging residents to
bring family members, friends and neighbors
and spend part of the day supporting the
fundraiser.

“Together we can make a big difference,”
organizers said in announcing the event.

Spencer Sunoco is located at 73 W. Main
St. The Family Fun Day runs from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 30.
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BOOK YOUR COLLETTE VACATIONS
REFLECTIONS OF ITALY -

MAY 4-13, 2027

Sept. 26

Pickity Place Lunch $130
November 7

Great Gatshy at PPAC $165
December 5

Vermont Country Store with Lunch ~ $175
March 1

12-Night Caribbean Cruise ~ From$2499
March 8-14

Charleston, Savannah, Jekyll Island $4149
May 23

7-Night Bermuda Cruise From $1799

For further information call Randall at
(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net or
\_ Visit www.adventuretoursofwarren.com for details )
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Geisinger School of Medicine holds
White Coat Ceremony, welcomes Class of 2030

SCRANTON, Pa. — Geisinger College of Health
Sciences’ School of Medicine held its 18th annual White
Coat Ceremony for the Class of 2030 on Friday, Aug. 7,
in Scranton.

The Class of 2030’s 126 future doctors participated in a
ceremony held in common with virtually every other med-
ical school in the nation. White Coat ceremonies welcome
new medical students into the profession by taking an oath
acknowledging their responsibilities as future physicians
and their obligations to future patients. The high point of
the ceremony is when each future physician is cloaked with
a white lab coat - the mantle of the medical profession. The
Stanley J. Dudrick, MD and Alan G. Goldstein Endowed
Fund provided the white coats.

Of the 126 students entering the class, 81 are Pennsylvania
residents, including 35 from counties within Geisinger’s
service region. The class also includes 35 Abigail Geisinger
Scholars, reflecting the school’s commitment to educating
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atiay in becominga = ;:'L 0 2027. Students receive breakfast and lunch at school
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440 Washington St./Rt. 20
508-426-8066 - greendalept.com

receive more info. E J

Where you don't have to be an Olympic athlete to be treated like one.

future physicians dedicated to serving communities across
the region.

Beyond academic excellence, members of the Class of
2030 have already demonstrated a strong commitment
to service and patient care, making them a perfect match
for Geisinger’s community-focused care. Before applying
to medical school, these 126 students collectively con-
tributed more than 30,000 medical volunteer hours and
36,000 non-medical volunteer hours. They also completed
more than 92,000 research hours, another hallmark of a
Geisinger education.

“The White Coat Ceremony is an inspiring welcome to
our new students at the School of Medicine. It marks the
beginning of a sometimes difficult but always rewarding
journey of turning eager learners into compassionate heal-
ers. They will serve the people of our communities and
beyond,” Geisinger College’s president and medical school
dean, Julie Byerley, MD, MPH, said. “It will be a great joy

to watch this class grow into their roles as future
physician leaders.”

application.

Non-Discrimination Statement:

potluck barbecue

39

11. Low-pitched sound from a bell . Egypt’s intelligence agency
14. Exclamation: yuck!

15. A place to attach a boat
18. Exclamation of surprise

. Stain with one’s hands
. Crippling

19. Make a mistake 39. One point east of southeast
20. Border line 40. Large, united groups

22. Have religious faith 44, and cheese

23, Klutz 47. Alcoholic beverage

. Without an occupant or incumbent

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regu-
lations and policies, this institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orien-
tation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior
civil rights activity. Program information may be made
available in languages other than English. Persons with

Leicester Democratic Town
Committee plans second annual

LEICESTER — The Leicester Democratic Town Committee is
inviting Democrats from across Central Massachusetts to gather

Amanda Caleb, PhD, MPH presented the Dr. Lester
Saidman Memorial Lecture, named in honor of the respect-
ed physician and educator from Luzerne County. Dr. Caleb
is a professor of Medical Humanities at the School of
Medicine’s Center for Medical Humanities.

Receiving a white coat were John Button of East
Brookfield and Tej Patel of Leicester.

Educating. Inspiring. Leading. At Geisinger College of
Health Sciences, we bring innovation and purpose together
to educate the next generation of healthcare leaders. As the
academic and research arm of the Geisinger family, our
college was founded to enhance andmimprove commu-
nity health, with a focus on discovery, hands-on learning
and applied practice across our system. Today, we offer
a research institute, graduate medical education, schools
of medicine, graduate education and nursing and faculty
and professional development programs. The College is
committed to non-discrimination in all employment and
educational opportunities. To learn more, visit geisinger
edu/gchs.

[ eicester Public Schools offers
meals at no cost for students

LEICESTER — Leicester Public Schools partici-
pates in the National School Lunch Program and the
School Breakfast Program. As part of this program,
schools offer healthy meals every school day at NO
COST to the students due to the implementation of the

disabilities who require alternative means of commu-
nication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language),
should contact the responsible state or local agency that
administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a
Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be
obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/
files/documents/USDA-OASCR %20P-

Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-
17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling
(866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to
USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name,
address, telephone number, and a written description of
the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to
inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR)
about the nature and date of an alleged civil
rights violation. The completed AD-3027
form or letter must be submitted to USDA
by:

1. mail:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

all
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Spencer Summer Concert Series continues
with the Silverbacks

SPENCER — The Spencer Parks &
Recreation Commission’s 2026 Summer
Concert Series continues from 2 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday, Aug. 16 at Powder Mill Park,
corner of Smithville and Meadow Roads,
with the Silverbacks.

The Silverbacks celebrate all things rock
‘n roll. A few of the members have per-
formed in stadium shows worldwide as
members of the bands of Joe Cocker,
Tina Turner and Robert Palmer. Others
performed in regional bands including

Albatross and the American Standard
Band. Band member Glenn DiTommasso
resides in Spencer and is looking for-
ward to performing in his hometown. And
band member Jim Perry was also instru-
mental in organizing this year’s concert
series and coordinating the entertainment
schedule. Other members include Michael
Lynch, Cliff Goodwin, Deric Dyer and Bill
MacGillivray.

Following the Silverbacks, next up in this
series that concludes on Sunday, Aug. 23

will be Miss Fairchild. The concert series
is proudly sponsored by Cornerstone Bank.
Serving Worcester County, Cornerstone
Bank’s local presence and communi-
ty-based banking model enables a unique
ability to deliver outstanding service, with
a personal touch. Cornerstone provides
the highest level of service and expertise
for individuals, businesses, and commu-
nity organizations with branch locations
throughout Central Massachusetts.

AA Transportation mnvites incoming

Explore Prince Edward Island

This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA

Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.
Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

Kindergarteners to First Ride for Safety

EAST BROOKFIELD —
AA Transportation Co., Inc. is
inviting incoming kindergar-
ten students and their families
to its annual First Ride for
Safety program on Wednesday,
Aug. 19, from 10 am. to
noon at the company>s facili-
ty, 174 West Main St. (Route 9),
East Brookfield.

Designed to help children
prepare for their first school bus

experience, the award-winning
program gives future riders the
opportunity to learn school bus
safety in a fun, hands-on envi-
ronment before the school year
begins. The program previous-
ly received a Certificate from
the Massachusetts Registry of
Motor Vehicles recognizing its
outstanding efforts in promot-
ing school bus safety.

The event will be conduct-
ed in an open house format,

WEEKLY POLICE

BLOTTER

allowing families to arrive
at any time during the two-
hour session and stay as long
as they wish. School bus rides
will depart approximately every
15 minutes, giving children a
chance to become familiar with
riding a bus before their first
day of school.

Participants will learn about
several important safety topics,
including:

Taking a ride on a school bus.

Understanding the school bus
“danger zone.”

Learning the meaning of
school bus warning lights.

Practicing how to safely cross
in front of a stopped school bus.

Reviewing other essential

bring cameras to capture their
child’s first school bus ride.

Drivers and school person-
nel serving North Brookfield,
East Brookfield, Leicester and
Spencer will also be on hand
throughout the event to answer
questions and provide informa-
tion about school transportation
and student safety.

AA Transportation officials
say the goal is to help children
feel comfortable and confident
before the start of the school
year while reinforcing safe hab-
its that can help protect students
throughout the year.

For more information, con-
tact AA Transportation Co.,
Inc. at 508-867-4500.

P.E.T. of the Week

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Meet Rose
(FKA BJ

t 7 years ol), Rose has the perfect
balance of playful energy and laid-back
companionship. She’s the kind of dog who's

I
just as happy joining you for a car ride as -
she is curling up beside you at bedtime (or \
in bed, if you'll let her!). |
Rose is: - Crate trained - Loves riding in the y

car - Knows several commands
- Great with people and would likely do well with kids - A champion belly-rub
enthusiast who loves giving kisses

She may be able to live with cats, but she’s playful and can get excited around
them. She can also socialize with the right dog personalities, though she’d thrive
most as the only dog in her forever home where she can soak up dll the love.
One of Rose’s cutest quirks? She absolutely hates the rain! If she has to go out-
side, she’d much rather have an umbrella escort than get her paws wet. She has
bursts of energy throughout the day, and settles in nicely for a relaxing evening.
Rose does have allergies that require daily medication, averaging about $50
per month. She may need treatment longterm, seasonally, or only during
occasional flare-ups, but she’s well worth the exira care.

If you're looking for a loyal, affectionate best friend with a big heart, a few
adorable quirks, and endless love to give, Rose is ready to meet you. Could
you be the forever family she’s been waiting for?

304 Ch,  Second Chance Animal Services
) www.secondchanceanimals.org 3

e Leicester
- Veterinary
: Clinic, LLC
1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524

P:508-892-9181 ¢ F: 508-892-8791
www.leicesterclinic.com

B primal
4, SLY East Brookfield, MA ¢ 508-867-5525
¥ &

Wellness exams e Vaccinations ¢ Cat Boarding
Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry ¢ Radiology (Digital)
In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
¢ Pharmacy
o Prescription diets Hills, Royal Ganin
¢ Domestic health certificates and much more!

——

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

f

Spencer
The Spencer Police Department had no arrests to report
during the week of July 29 to Aug. 4.

school bus safety rules.
Parents are encouraged to

Knights of
Columbus plans
walk, Mass at
Nazareth Grotto

LEICESTER — The Knights of Columbus will

WANTED TO BUY

Leicester

The Leicester Police Department reported the following
arrests during the week of July 30 to Aug. 5.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on July
30 for Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, a Marked
Lanes Violation, and a Number Plate Violation.

Tyree M. Milton, age 25, of Worcester was arrested on July
30 for Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), Negligent
Operation of a Motor Vehicle, Unlicensed Operation of
a Motor Vehicle, driving at a rate of speed exceeding the
posted limit, and Possession of a Class C Drug.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on July
30 for operating an Unregistered and Uninsured Motor
Vehicle.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on Aug.
1 for Trespassing and Misdemeanor Breaking & Entering.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on Aug. 1
for Shoplifting By Asportation.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on Aug. 5
for Use of a Motor Vehicle Without Authority and Wanton
Destruction of Property.

Antiques & OId Stuff

Bottles » Crocks «Jugs sCostume Jewelry o Pottery s Toys
o Pewter « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items e Watches o Typewriters «Sewing Machines
« Tools « Radios » Clocks  Lanterns «Lamps « Kitchenware
o Cookware «Knives «Hunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396
hold a walk to the Nazareth Grotto followed by a RUDOLF

special Mass on Sunday, Aug. 30. Rﬁ SMITH

Participants are invited to meet at noon at 4 LAY

the Knights of Columbus council building, 91 Attorneys Lori Granat J" i “)‘.
y —

‘ A

www.mvslip.com

Manville St., Leicester. Those attending may walk and Michelle Murray
to the grotto with the group or drive separately have moved to Worcester. 4
and park at the grotto.

Bishop Robert J. McManus will celebrate Mass
following the walk.

After Mass, participants are invited to return to
the Knights of Columbus building on Manville
Street for lunch and refreshments.

Community members are welcome to partici-

pate in the gathering.

WASTE SERVICE , =
Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

SPRING
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Now accepting new
clients at:

RUDOLF SMITH LLP
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503
Worcester, MA

. F‘amilg Dining & Gitt Guide 7

Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

CH ARLI E’S Breakfast All Day

. ) : Lunch
Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

FRIDAY 8/14 & SATURDAY 8/15 g Wmﬂ @
]

15 S. Main St., Leicester o 508-892-3222

AFTEB 5PM Dine-In or Take-Out » Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

10-15-20 Yd.

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8

Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562 ONLINE ORDERING 508'892'4193 ® Leicester, MA
o [ il | | FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COMp | | @ Fully Insured o=
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EDITORIAL
A big stage for
Leicester's
community spirit

There are moments when a’community
gets an opportunity to introduce itself to a
much larger audience.

For Leicester, one of those moments will
come Sunday, Aug. 16, when Leicester
Middle School student Chloey Jones and
Leicester Public Schools paraprofession-
al Lizzie Wheeler step onto the field at
Polar Park to perform the National Anthem
before a Worcester WooSox game.

It will probably take only a couple of
minutes. But those few minutes will say
quite a bit about Leicester.

Jones and Wheeler were nominated for
the honor by the Leicester Special Olympic
School Day Games Committee, and their
performance will take place as part of
Leicester’s Town Takeover at Polar Park.
More importantly, the occasion will help
support the Leicester Special Olympic
School Day Games, with a portion of ticket
sales from the game benefiting the program.

That makes this more than an opportu-
nity for two talented local performers to
sing before a baseball crowd. It connects
a celebration of Leicester with a program
built around giving student-athletes oppor-
tunities to participate, compete and be rec-
ognized.

Jones is only 13, but already has ambi-
tions of making music an important part
of her future. The Leicester Middle School
student hopes one day to become a music
teacher. Before then, she will have the
memorable experience of performing the
National Anthem at a professional baseball
game.

Beside her will be someone who already
works with Leicester students every day.

Wheeler has served as a paraprofessional
in Leicester Public Schools for three years.
Away from the classroom, she is a vocalist
and keyboardist with the local musical duo
Easy Season.

There is something especially fitting
about putting a student and an educator on
that field together.

Schools are often discussed in terms of
test scores, budgets, enrollment figures and
buildings. Those things matter, of course.
But a school system is also a collection of
relationships. Teachers, paraprofessionals,
coaches, staff members and students spend
their days learning from one another and
encouraging one another.

Sometimes, the results of those relation-
ships appear in unexpected places, includ-
ing behind a microphone at a ballpark.

The connection to the Special Olympic
School Day Games makes the occasion par-
ticularly worthwhile. School athletics and
activities are at their best when they create
opportunities for students to discover what
they can accomplish, experience the satis-
faction of participating with their peers and
know that their community is behind them.

That support cannot be taken for granted.
Programs succeed because people choose
to participate, volunteer, organize events,
attend competitions and contribute finan-
cially.

On Aug. 16, Leicester residents have an
opportunity to do several of those things
at once. They can enjoy a summer after-
noon at Polar Park. They can support the
Leicester Special Olympic School Day
Games through participating ticket sales.
And when the stadium grows quiet before
the game begins, they can cheer for two
people representing their hometown.

For Jones, it may also offer a glimpse of
where a love of music can lead. A 13-year-
old who dreams of becoming a music
teacher will get the chance to perform
before thousands of people alongside an
educator who has already combined service
to students with her own musical pursuits.

There are larger stages in the world than
Polar Park. But for one Sunday afternoon,
it will be plenty large enough to show
Worcester County something worth know-
ing about Leicester.

And when Chloey Jones and Lizzie
Wheeler begin to sing, there should be
plenty of hometown voices in the stands
ready to cheer when they finish.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

[ ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The next level

To the Editor:

It is no longer just about the grifting
and blatant corruption we are seeing from
this administration, we have now crossed
the tipping point of just bankrupting us,
into funding the largest most expensive
fighting force in the world, but not arming
them.

The narcissist in chief dislikes bad
news so much, he has discouraged anyone
giving him any, and actually employs a
full time employee to keep him supplied
with good an complimentary articles and
posts, many of which he is the source
of. He starts rumors, then believes them
when they have made the circuit.

There is no amount of money he is
unwilling to spend in our name. Having
put both his sons in the arms business,
you can imagine his surprise at a recent
meeting, when he found out that the
defensive missiles, that cost us $2 to $3
million each, are running low, and take 10
years to replace the inventory.

Having taken so much pride in those
weapons’ efficiency, they neglected to tell
him that the inventory of them is getting
dangerously low. We were selling Patriot
missiles to Ukraine, but their inventory so

low, they are now getting clobbered daily
Ukraine had already been building their
own drones and wanted to build Patriots
but was stopped. I Think they should gear
up, because will have nothing left if in
line behind us.

The pacific military commanders are
concerned about their inventory backup
in Korea and Taiwan. We are putting
our troops and our nation in harm’s way,
because a Fox News host is blaming his
deputy for the diminished stock, while
proudly announcing the number of shoot
downs. The situation is clear and dower.
The Secretary of War is not qualified to be
the Secretary of Defense.

The guy who promised to eliminate the
national debt, is responsible for a third of
it. Both China and Russia are cheering,
aiding Iran, and could not have chosen a
better person to lead our nation, for their
agenda.

What is more alarming than anything
else, is that this lying, grifting pedo still
is supported by a third of us. I imagine
it was true of Hitler too, but the danger
is real.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

Incident at Long View 43 years ago

To the Editor:

It was a sunny day in August 1981,
much like any other we had come to
appreciate over the span of our life-
time in New England, specifically in
Massachusetts...even more specifically,
in our small and seemingly quiet town of
North Brookfield. The town awoke and
was in its usual state of busy, with one
exception.

Under the cloak of secrecy, not yet
confirmed by any given authority, the
word on the street was that we were
about to welcome new ‘Neighbors’ for
a few weeks. The Rolling Stones were
in town for some pre-tour preparation
for “Tattoo You.” They were apparent-
ly seeking the quietness and incognito
atmosphere afforded by our local iconic
establishment known as Long View Farm
Recording Studio (thanks to Gil Markle)
nestled in the green rolling hills on the
outskirts of our community. How fortu-
nate and proud we were to be hosting this
snapshot in time that would forever be
notched in our town’s history.

As the weeks progressed, the Stones
music-magic reigned throughout these
green rolling hills most evenings for
those of us willing to forego some sound
sleep for our own private concert in the
open fields of tall grass. To hear their art-
istry ‘Live’ with some friends was surreal
and to carry these memories forward is
simply amazing. On occasion, one could
catch a daytime glimpse of Mick Jagger

taking a run, the band playing tennis at
the high school courts or some family
members of the band on a horseback
jaunt through the reservoir. All seemed
to be at peace with nature and their
non-paparazzi surroundings. An element
of mutual respect prevailed between our
forthright community and our gilded
guests of distinction, ‘The Stones.” Other
sightings at various places (a pub, a store,
the local doctor’s office) were unofficial-
ly reported from time to time through
the duration of their stay, adding to the
clandestine excitement. When ready to
put their exceptional talents to the test,
a few hundred locals had the chance to
win tickets for the band’s live debut as
The Cockroaches at Sir Morgan’s Cove
in nearby Worcester. The Stones also
arranged the pre-sale of concert tickets
at the town’s pub known as Poorboys
for willing locals who wished to attend
their upcoming tour. North Brookfield
and the Bad Boys of Rock & Roll will
forever have this historical connection.
Feel free to reflect on your own personal
experience of this era in 1981...45 years
ago! It is great for the soul! Long live
Rock & Roll!

Long live the cherished memories of
this once-in-a-lifetime occurrence...For
the present, let’s just say we’re “Waiting
on a Friend.”

DENNIS & SIMONE TRELA
NORTH BROOKFIELD

When everything
started beeping

I miss appli- ing machine and you purchased. It isn’t only
ances that knew LANTERNS its maker. the noise. Everything now
their place. The ALONG The micro- has settings. Our old wash-
toaster toast- MAI wave may be the ing machine had a knob.
ed. The washing N worst  offender.  You turned it. The machine
machine washed. STREET When my child- started. That was essential-
The refrigerator =———————— hood microwave ly the entire relationship.
kept things cold. By CHARLES  finished heating Today’s machines have

None of them had
anything to say
about it.

Somewhere along the
way, however, the appli-
ances in our lives discov-
ered communication. Now
everything beeps.

Our washing machine
beeps when it starts. It
beeps when it finishes.
It beeps when I push the
wrong button. Sometimes
it beeps for reasons that
remain between the wash-

something, it rang
a bell. One ding.
Message received.

The modern microwave
apparently believes that
unless I retrieve my cof-
fee immediately, civiliza-
tion may collapse. Beep.
A little while later, another
beep. Then another. Yes,
microwave. [ know. I put
the coffee in there.

There is something mild-
ly irritating about being
nagged by an appliance

buttons for temperature,
soil level, spin speed and
enough specialized cycles
to make me wonder
whether I've been wash-
ing clothes incorrectly for
50 years. Normal. Heavy
duty. Delicate. Quick
wash. Bedding. Towels.
Whites. Apparently, towels
have needs.

I recently stood in front
of the washing machine

Turn To LANTERNS page A5

Letters to the Editor must include t

not be accepted.

Letter submission thcy

e author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for
publication. Only the author’s name and the town in which they reside will

be published. Letters submitted without all of the required information will

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency standards, and any submission may
be rejected at any time for any reason he or she might deem appropriate.

Four reasons a

529 plan might

make sense for
your family

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

Key takeaways

Despite their tax advantages, just 14 per-
cent of adults include a 529 plan in their edu-
cation savings strategy, according to a 2025
Edward Jones and Morning Consult study.

529 funds cover college, vocational pro-
grams, registered apprenticeships and can be
used towards K-12 education.

In addition to tuition, 529 funds can pay
for students’ day-to-day needs like internet,
computers, qualified room and board, and
certain K-12 tutoring costs.

A 529 education savings plan might
sound like something only families with col-
lege-bound kids need. But the versatility of a
529 account may surprise you, whether your
child heads to a four-year university, a trade
school or elsewhere.

1. What are the tax benefits of a 529 edu-
cation savings plan?

Earnings in a 529 plan grow free from
federal taxes, and withdrawals used for qual-
ified education expenses are also federally
tax-free. While 529 contributions are not
federally deductible, many states allow a
deduction on your state return.

Despite their tax advantages, just 14% of
adults include a 529 plan in their education
savings strategy, according to a 2025 Edward
Jones and Morning Consult study. Instead,
most families rely on traditional personal
savings accounts.

2. Can a 529 be used if my child doesn’t
attend a traditional college?

Beyond four-year colleges, you can use
529 funds for community colleges, grad-
uate schools, and vocational programs.
Apprenticeships in fields like plumbing,
electrical work and welding qualify too,
provided they are registered with the U.S.
Department of Labor.

If your child earns a scholarship, you can
withdraw up to that amount from your 529
account without penalty, though earnings
may still be taxable.

3. What does a 529 plan cover beyond
tuition?

Qualified costs for 529 plan withdrawals
include books, supplies, computers, internet
access and educational software. For stu-
dents enrolled at least half time, room and
board also qualify, including off-campus
housing up to what the school sets as its cost
of attendance.

Recent changes in the law expanded 529
plan qualified expenses. Some new eligi-
ble expenses include certain testing fees,
instructional materials, academic tutoring,
and educational therapies for students with
disabilities.

For K-12, you can use up to $20,000 from
your 529 account per year for tuition, certain
tutoring, and curriculum materials.

4. What if I don’t use all the money in my
529 account?

If one child doesn’t need the 529 funds,
you can transfer that account to a sibling,
another qualifying family member or even
yourself. You can also use 529 funds to pay
up to $10,000 in student loans, roll them into
a Roth IRA for the beneficiary up to $35,000
(subject to certain limits and criteria) or
roll them into a disability savings account
(ABLE account) for the beneficiary or a
family member.

With so many options for investing, with-
drawals and redirecting the money, a 529
plan is one of the more flexible tools avail-
able for families thinking about education
costs. A financial advisor can walk you
through the details and help you choose a
plan that fits your overall financial strategy.

This article was written by Edward Jones for
use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge
at 508-347-1420 or trevornielsen@edward-
Jjones.com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Edward Jones, its employees and financial
advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice.
You should consult your attorney or qualified
tax advisor regarding your situation.
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Dolores A. Cote, 88

LEICESTER:
Dolores A. (Palmieri)
Cote, 88, of the Cherry
Valley section of
Leicester, passed away
on Sunday, August th,
at The Lutheran Home
in Worcester. She was
the wife of Edward F.
Cote, Sr., who passed away in 1999. She
is survived by her son, Edward F. Cote,
Jr., and his wife Michelle of Leicester,
her sisters, Shirley Bodo and her husband
Richard, and Patricia Carlson and her
husband Robert, all of Auburn, MA, a
son-in-law, Scott Chase of Oxford, MA,
her grandchildren, Kimberly Patterson,
Angela Apol, Benjamin Cote, and Spencer
Cote, great-grandchildren, Kailey, Noel,
Beau, Macy, Max, Aden, and Mark, and a
great-great-granddaughter, Oakley, along
with many nieces and nephews. She is
preceded in death by her daughter, Darlene
Chase, and brother, James Palmieri.

Born in Worcester on February 11,
1938, Dolores was the daughter of James
Palmieri and Malvina (Mezinski) Garriepy.

Dolores graduated from Commerce
High School in 1956 and then from Saltus
Secretarial School in 1957, both located in

‘Worcester, MA.

Her early work career began in
Worcester, where she started as a Soda
Jerk in 1954 at the Slater Building. Dolores
then moved on to Hanrahan Insurance in
1957 before working at Haddad Restaurant
Supply in 1958. She next took a position
as the Assistant Treasurer in the Town of
Leicester from 1978 until her retirement
in 2002.

Dolores cherished spending time with
her family and grandchildren. She loved
cooking and was a devoted New England
Patriots fan, especially a big fan of Tom
Brady. Jeopardy and Wheel of Fortune
were her favorite game shows, and she
never missed a season of Dancing with
the Stars.

A funeral service will be held on Friday,
August 14th, at 11 a.m. at the MORIN
FUNERAL HOME, located at 1131 Main
St., Leicester. There will be a calling hour
from 10 to 11 a.m. on Friday before the
service. After the service, Entombment
will follow at Notre Dame Mausoleum
in Worcester. If you’d like to honor
Dolores’ memory, please consider making
a donation to the Town of Leicester EMS
Department on 3 Paxton Street, Leicester,
MA 01524 in lieu of flowers.

LANTERNS

continued from page A4

holding a perfectly ordinary
pile of clothes and real-
ized I was being asked to
make more decisions than
I wanted to make before
breakfast.

I selected “normal.” 1
select “normal” for almost
everything. Normal has
gotten me this far.

Our television is another
matter entirely. There was
a time when televisions
had an on-off switch and a
channel knob. If the picture
wasn’t good, you adjusted
the antenna. If that didn’t
work, somebody stood
beside the television hold-
ing the antenna.

This was our first wire-
less technology.

Now the television has
several remotes, numerous
menus and an occasional
habit of announcing that
it cannot find something
called an “input.” Neither
can I.

I have learned that when
the television stops work-
ing, the safest strategy is
to avoid touching anything.
The temptation is to start
pushing buttons. This is
how a minor television
problem becomes an eve-
ning project.

One wrong selection and
suddenly the screen is dis-
playing a menu last seen by
the engineer who designed
the television. My wife will
eventually ask what I did.
“Nothing.” This is rarely
true.

Technology has
improved our homes in
countless ways, of course.
Modern appliances are
more efficient, more capa-
ble and often safer than
what we grew up with. But
I sometimes wonder wheth-
er every object really needs
to be quite so clever.

I don’t need my refrig-
erator to connect to the
Internet. I don’t need an
app for my light bulbs. I
certainly don’t need my
dishwasher sending notifi-

cations. There are already
enough people and orga-
nizations trying to contact
me. I don’t need to hear
from the dishwasher.
Maybe this is simply
what getting older looks
like. Every generation
eventually encounters tech-
nology that makes it won-
der why the old way wasn’t
good enough. My grand-
parents probably said the
same thing about automatic
transmissions. Still, I think
there should be a market
for appliances designed
specifically for people like
me. One button. It would
be large. The instructions
would read: “Push this.”
And when the appliance
finished doing whatever
it was supposed to do, it
wouldn’t send a notifica-
tion, connect to Wi-Fi or
play a cheerful little mel-
ody. It would simply stop.
If T wanted to know wheth-
er it was finished, I could
walk over and look. I still
remember how to do that.

www.StonebridgePress.com

Paul FX. LeBeau, 37

4 July 29,2026 — North
4 Brookfield and East
Brookfield, MA

@ The family of Paul
@¥ FX. LeBeau, 37,
is deeply saddened
to announce he has
departed this earth.
Like Elvis, Paul has left
the building. He will be fondly remem-
bered for his quick wit, genuine smile and
kindness to others.

He was most recently employed by
Wheeler Carpentry as a carpenter. He
previously worked for RML Construction,
Bjorkland Landscaping, Varney’s Garage,
The Fiddle Center, The General Store, Meat
& Spirits Shoppe, and East Brookfield
Pizza.

Many admired and appreciated him for
his excellence as a musician in the many
bands he was part of. During his 25-year
professional career he loved entertaining
audiences of all ages. His favorite gig was
as the front man (lead singer and guitar-
ist) for his family band, The Big GunZ,
comprised of his father on bass and his
brother on drums, belting out songs by
The Who, The Beatles, The Ramones, and
Twisted Sister, etc. Locally he also worked
with Wheelsmith, Professor Pop, Raider
Eddie & The Skeletones, and Lori Brooks,
who made possible his first professional

on-stage appearance at the age of 12. He
hosted many local open-mic sessions over
the years, most recently at Shi’s Pub in
East Brookfield, where he was known for
helping aspiring artists to find the courage
to go on stage and give it their best shot.

He leaves his father, Dennis LeBeau
of East Brookfield, his mother, Pamela
Ducasse (and her husband, Tom) of North
Brookfield, his brother, Thomas LeBeau
of East Brookfield, and his beloved and
devoted life partner, Megan Michelle
Quigley of North Brookfield. He had many
uncles, aunts, cousins, and friends, all of
whom will miss him dearly.

Calling hours will be held at Varnum’s
Funeral Home, 43 East Main Street, West
Brookfield MA 01585, on Tuesday, August
11, from 4:00-7:00 PM. The funeral will
be held at East Brookfield Baptist Church,
262 East Main Street, East Brookfield,
on Wednesday, August 12, at 11:00 AM.
Burial will be at a later date.

If you wish to honor Paul in a practical
way that he would approve of, memorial
donations may be made to East Brookfield
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 690, East
Brookfield, MA 01515; to Apple Country
Radio Station, P.O. Box K300, Brookfield,
MA 01506; to Springfield Rescue Mission,
P.O. Box 9045, Springfield, MA 01102-
9045; or an animal rescue or charity of
your choice.

RO

DISCOVER

Rt. 9

Bring your family’s memorial back to
its original beauty.
Have it cleaned by us professionally.

PEPIN
GRANITE INC

MONUMENTS

Specializing In:
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated ¢ Indoor/Outdoor Display

1500 Main St.
Leo Pepin Jr. ¢ Chantelle Pepin

—
VISA

Leicester, MA 01524

r"Quallty counts S
when no one Ll ACCREDITED
is looking." 'BBB.

Asphalt paving

for over 50 years, A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 €
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

I‘u‘SA

Fully Insured e Owner/Operator

FULL
DETAILING
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Full Auto Body
& Automotive Repair

0il Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires

Check Engine Light

Batteries & Featurmg

7]
Antifreeze Testing ~All Major Brang
AUTOCARE  Eree w/oil change  Name Tires

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

H== 508-867-9736 K

For
Advertising
Information

Call

Jonathan Pasqule
e /\rborist on Duty

\

Jonathan. Pasquale

774200730 [\ "/ omio
il: :
mfll(lzll?‘,lla@ J D PASQ UALE Stockbridge Alumni
stonebridge TR E E Brookfield, MA
press.news 508-769-5489 Insured

www.StonebridgePress.com
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s\\'\ﬂE CA\NV‘H

MARINE

TOPS ° Interiors b COVCI'S
Marc Bouvier 508-867-8072

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT . -
SOLUTIONS .~ .
)| .
=0 =)

House Clean Outs * Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics
Whole Houses * Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass
Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References

Workmans Comp Insured
¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
¢ 60 ton Crane
¢ Bohcat Rental
e Lot Clearing A
* Storm Clean-up 1
* Log Length Firewood 1k
e Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175
e ™ = a0

Young’s

Tree

Servicd

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+years’ experience

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358

Fully Insured -!-
Free Estimates BBB
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Spencer American Legion Charity Golf Tournament

SPENCER — The
Gaudette Kirk Post 138
American Legion Spencer
invites golfers, sponsors,
and community members
to participate in its Annual
Charity Golf Tournament
on Saturday, Sept. 26, at
Heritage Country Club.
This annual event combines

a day of golf, fellowship,
and giving back, with all
proceeds supporting veter-
ans in need.

The mission of the
Gaudette Kirk Post 138
Charity Golf Tournament is
to help veterans by prevent-
ing hunger, homelessness,
and the lack of life’s basic

set for Se

necessities. Funds raised
through the tournament
provide direct assistance
to local veterans and their
families, ensuring those
who have served our coun-
try receive support during
difficult times.

Golfers of all skill levels
are welcome to participate

ept. 26

in the 18-hole scramble.
The tournament fee is $115
per golfer, which includes
18 holes of golf with a cart,
a light lunch at Heritage
Country Club, and dinner at
the Gaudette Kirk Post 138
American Legion follow-
ing the tournament. The day
will also feature on-course
contests, raffles, prizes, and
awards.

Businesses and organi-
zations are encouraged to

are invited to register early
and help make a difference
in the lives of local veter-
ans.

For registration, sponsor-
ship opportunities, or addi-
tional information, please
contact Carol by phone at
774-454-0366 or e-mail
post138spencerma@gmail.
com.

About Gaudette Kirk
Post 138 American Legion

Gaudette Kirk Post 138

supporting military fami-
lies, promoting patriotism,
and strengthening the local
community. Through its
annual charity golf tourna-
ment and other fundraising
efforts, the Post provides
direct assistance to veterans
by helping prevent hunger,
homelessness, and the lack
of basic necessities, honor-
ing the service and sacrifice
of those who have served
our nation.

FIND YOUR

become sponsors, while
individuals and foursomes

American Legion is com-
mitted to serving veterans,

BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY MUSIC

308 4

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY LAKESIDE

SPECIAL

SAVINGS! FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY BINGO
Taco Tuesday Aug 4 & Aug 18 THEI‘(IESDAY
Wing Wednesday Aug 12 & Aug26 77109

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Jewel Nile
Queen Mattress Only

$399°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649°

Half Priced Apps
Tues-Friday from 2-5pm
New Summer Mocktail Menu

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website :
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799°

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

STEARNS Fzzlcesl;nnk
& FOSTER

Oy ="
TEMPUR-PEDIC

CARRYING THE

TOP BRANDS E@

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL " « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

~ BEST SELECTION IN YEARS!!! -

Iiecent New \Iehlcle Promotloana
nitory

SEINID US YOU R INEWS

<
<
<

Email Us

NEWS@
stonebridgepress.news

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM

AII of Your Favorites: F- 150, Explorer,
§ Bronco, Bronco Sport, Escape, Edge, Expedition

\An d Brands Like - BMW, Chevrolet, Kia, Jeep, Subaru, Mazda, And Nissan!

Purchase With Confidence!!!
Fully Serviced!!
Onsite Finance

Available!! 4

Visit us on-line at
lamoureuxford.com

-885-1000

J-.\_'}

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield
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Russell Buzzell named Town House

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— Russell (“Russ”) Buzzell
has been named Artist of
the Month for August by
the Friends of the North
Brookfield Town House.

Buzzell is a paint-
er and illustrator from
North Brookfield whose
work is closely tied to the
rural landscape, wildlife,
and the history of central
Massachusetts. He has had
a professional career span-
ning many years, moving
from illustration to fine art
and historical painting.

Buzzell grew up on his
family’s farm in North
Brookfield. He milked the
cows, drove the tractor, and
participated in all the other
jobs required of a farm fam-
ily. But art was his first
love.

A close family friend

Russ Buzzell

and artist known to young
Buzzell as “Uncle Louie”
nurtured his interest in art
and helped him develop his
skills. Russ graduated from
North Brookfield High
School in 1960 and the Art
Institute of Boston in 1966.

He spent several years
illustrating the publica-
tions of the Massachusetts
Audubon Society.  His
impressive work there led
to his being called upon to
illustrate books and maga-
zines, including “Animals
Nobody Loves” by Ronald
Rood, “The Farm Book”
by the Massachusetts
Audubon Society, and “The
Wilderness Home of Giant
Panda” by William G.
Sheldon. He also illustrated
for Gray’s Sporting Journal
and Wisconsin Sportsman
magazines and freelanced

for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Department
of Fisheries and Wildlife.

Buzzell’s most notable
artwork includes ‘“‘Sunday
Afternoon on the Buzzell
Farm” and the historical
rendition of ‘“Wheeler’s
Surprise,” the ambush by
Nipmuc Natives during the
King Phillips War in West
Brookfield on Aug. 2, 1675.

Buzzell works out of
his Buck Hill Studio in
North Brookfield where the
majority of his time is spent
on privately commissioned
paintings and drawings of
New England farms, land-
scapes, and wildlife. He
works with oils, scratch-
board, watercolor, and pen
and ink.

People attending the
2026 Backroads Studio
Tour Oct. 3 & 4 will be able

to visit Russell Buzzell’s
Buck Hill studio to appre-
ciate his work in person.
While there, they can pur-
chase original art, limited
edition numbered prints,
and greeting cards.

information

For more

Artist of the Month

on Russell Buzzell visit
nbtownhouse.com and click
on featured artists.

The Friends of the North
Brookfield Town House is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation focused on restoring,
preserving, and sustaining

the historic Town House
in the center of North
Brookfield. Every month
this organization recogniz-
es a featured artist in their
community.

Community
Connection

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\orin

+ ¢ Fridap’s Child # + +

Janelis is a gregarious, independent,

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ EZAL

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

WORTHEASp177: i OR
JPJIZZ r\ Dasoscon

Fresh ingredients, time- honared recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997

Open 7 Days a Week  We Deliver
AUGUST SPECIALS

Sausage Cheeseburger Small
Pizza Sub Cheese Pizza
Sm. 8” $6.49 | EVERYDAY 11-4
Sm. s7-99 Lg. 12» $7.49 only $5.00!
Lg. $10.99 NO LIMIT!
Cannot be combined

with other specials or coupons.

Leicester West Brookfield
1205 Main St. 208 W. Main St.
508-892-9276 508-867-9567

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

Burdett’s

“Why pay more it’s only trash”
508-612-8093
burdettstrashpickupllc.com
Family owned/operated
servicing our community
for 15+ years -
Spencer, Leicester,
Ware, Warren and
all of the Brookfields.

== 508-248-9797 Prdpane
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

MEPRGL  Tanks Filled

125 P $4.99 301-500........0000e $225 {0 80%
D{jS[hEm—— $3.49 500 PLUS............$2.10 .
76-150..c0vn $2.95 Duel Fuel ... $375  Driver
151-300.........$2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Monday price 8/10/26 was S4.49 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” ¥ el
*prices subject to change u
eE=m '

and outgoing young woman who brings e PLUMBING |
a lot of energy and enthusiasm wherev- Advertising
er she goes. She enjoys expressing her- Informaﬁon IOHN DALY PLUMBING
self through singing and loves spending Call The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
time outside exploring and enjoying new 774-200-7308 Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
experiences. Janelis has a strong love : Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
E E E 1 fo.r read.ing, e.specially comic bogks, ?mal : and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
. C with Sn.1|Ie belng one of. her favorites. mikaela@ Buy What You Like And I Will Install.
H 1 L ~ &% | She enjoys getting lost in a good sto- stonebridge Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]
= - ry and discovering new characters and ress.news Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com
Janelis adventures. Janelis is also a big fan of P
Age 16 trying new foods and exploring different

SQ@RTHM‘J PIZZAis OLR

Fresh ingredients, time- honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997
Open 7 Days a Week  We Deliver

AUGUST SPECIALS

Registration #9463 cuisines. Some of her favorite meals in-
clude Spanish foods and Chick-fil-A. She enjoys discovering new flavors
and appreciates the experience of sharing meals with others. Janelis is ex-
cited about the future and looks forward to gaining more independence.
She hopes to get her first job and earn her driver’'s permit soon, taking
important steps toward reaching her personal goals. With her curiosity, con-

Got Space?

we do.

fidence, and positive spirit, Janelis continues to embrace new opportunities Sausage Cheeseburger Small
. - Sub Cheese Pizza
and experiences. Pizza Sm. 8,',' $6.49 | EVERYDAY 11-4
https:/www.mareinc.org/child/54477717817 Contact Mikaela Today Em- iz)gg Lg. 12” $7.49 oa‘l)y S:Iﬂl'l'
Canl AdoPt? 8- s ) Cannot be combined

774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

with other specials or coupons.

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in
Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.

West Brookfield
1205 Main St. 208 W. Main St.
508-892-9276 508-867-9567

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~

~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester

//\:/'/):/:/:/:/:/:/:/:/://_1:/:/:/¥ S/

>rooked Creek Far

East Brookfield, Massachusetts n

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

Y I I R R I R R R YV RV T
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SEND US YOUR NEWS!!! |

/
Email Us@ %

news@stonebridgepress.news

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Alex Cordy Memorial Golf Registration open for Brookfields
Tournament set for Sept. 12

OAKHAM — St. Carlo Acutis Parish, Brookfield/West Brookfield/Warren, is having
their Ninth Annual Alex Cordy Memorial Charity Golf Tournament at Quail Hollow
Golf and Country Club, 1822 Old Turnpike Road, Oakham, Massachusetts on Saturday,

Sept. 12. Registration begins at 7:15 a.m., with a Shotgun Start at 8 a.m.

As many of you are aware, Alex Cordy was an integral part of our West Brookfield
Community for many years. In memory of his outstanding service to his community, his
parish, and being a founding member of our Knights of Columbus Council 11080, this
tournament will once again benefit our Youth Activities Fund to support the youth in our
local community, a cause that was very important to Alex. We were able to award two
$1,000.00 scholarships this past year from the proceeds of this event to two local high
school seniors, as well as fund many other youth activities. We ask that you please con-
sider supporting our event by sponsoring or participating in the tournament individually or
with a foursome. Tournament Raffle Items and General Donations to this event are always

welcomed and appreciated!

Registration and sponsorships are now available for this tournament. To register, and

for more information, please call (413) 813-8100 or email wallyconnor122@gmail.com.

www.StonebridgePress.com

LEGALS

Lions Club Golf Tournament

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Registration is now open for the 2026 Brookfields Lions
Club golf tournament, according to event chair, Marc Kokansky.

The annual event is taking place on Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Quail Hollow Country
Club, 1822 Old Turnpike Rd., Oakham. The four-person scramble tournament begins with
registration at 12 p.m., followed by a 1 p.m. shotgun start.

The entry fee is $100 per golfer, which includes 18 holes of golf, cart, skins competition,
closest-to-the-pin contests, and a meal following the tournament at Quail Hollow Country

Club.

Proceeds from the tournament will benefit the Brookfields Lions Club’s charitable pro-
grams and community service projects throughout the area. Through fundraising events
such as this tournament, the club supports local organizations and individuals while carry-
ing out the Lions’ mission of serving those in need.

To register a team or obtain additional information, contact Marc Kokansky at 508-847-
9843. Registration is open now through August 15.

As the world’s largest, youngest and most active service organization, the mission of
Lions Clubs International is to empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet
humanitarian needs, encourage peace, and promote international understanding. Members
of the Brookfields Lions Club are dedicated to service and support in the communities of
Brookfield, East Brookfield, North Brookfield, West Brookfield, and New Braintree.

LEGAL NOTICE
The annual report of the Warren Rural
Improvement Association is available
at the address noted below for inspec-
tion by any citizen who so requests
within 180 days after publication of this
notice of availability.
Warren Rural Improvement Associa-
tion c/o Linda Cunningham
P.O. Box 1315
Warren, MA 01083-1315
The principal manager is John J. Dy-
jak, Pres.
Linda Cunningham, Treasurer
August 14, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No.WO26P2526EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Dorothy Cochran Fullam
Also known as: Dorothy C Fullam
Date of Death:06/06/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Francis
A Fullam of Flossmoor IL requesting
that the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Francis A Fullam of Flossmoor IL
and PNC Bank, N.A. of Philadelphia
PA be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
09/01/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 04, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

August 14, 2026

The Brookfield Zoning Board of
Appeals will hold a Public Hearing at
6:05 p.m., Wednesday, August 26,
2026, at the Brookfield Town Hall locat-
ed at 6 Central Street.

The purpose of this hearing is to
consider a request from Jack Fisher
to get approval for an addition of a
screen porch located at 4 Martin Road
in Brookfield. This requires a vari-
ance as per Section 7) Dimensional
Requirements,  Sub-section C)
Dimensional Regulation Table of
the Zoning By-Law for the Town of
Brookfield. The property is located in

the Rural Residential District.
Holly J. Chisholm- Clerk
August 14, 2026

August 21, 2026

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
OXFORD ROCHDALE SEWER
DISTRICT
The Board of Sewer Commissioner’s
request sealed bids for Pre-Engineered
Metal Building, Site Work, Concrete &

Forms; Contract 2026-4.

Documents may be only be obtained by
emailing a request to garystine6641@
yahoo.com or by calling 413-896-
7797 between 9 A.M. and 2 P.M. after
Monday August 11, 2026.

Only electronic copies of documents
are available for the project.

Estimated Project Construction Cost:
$335,000.00

Interested vendors must submit bids
in sealed envelopes on the project Bid
Documents to the Oxford Rochdale
Sewer District PO Box 246 Rochdale
MA 01542,

Oxford Rochdale Sewer District will
receive bids at 28 Comins Road
North Oxford, MA 01524 until 2 P.M.
Wednesday September 2, 2026 at
which time bid documents will be
publicly opened and read. Documents
will be opened and recorded for each
bidder.

The Board of Sewer Commissioners
reserves the right to reject any and all
bids deemed not in the best interest of
the Oxford Rochdale Sewer District.
Attention of Bidders is called
particularly to the requirements as to
the conditions of employment to be
observed and minimum rates to be
paid under the Contract.

Board of Sewer Commissioners
Oxford Rochdale Sewer District
August 14, 2026

August 21, 2026

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer
Wetlands By-Law:

Christopher Hansen has filed an NOI
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission for a proposed Single-family
home & septic system located at Lot 3
I Capen Rd, Spencer, MA.

Brian & Lisa Giffen have filed an NOI
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission for a patio & retaining wall
repair located at 53 Wilson Avenue,
Spencer, MA.

Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing
regarding these filings will be held by
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday,
August 26, 2026 at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be pres-
ent or call in remotely to participate.
Conservation Commission meetings
open at 6:15 p.m.

Mary McLaughlin

Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
August 14, 2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket No. 26 SM 002453

ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Thaisa Mara Pena

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Citibank, N.A., not in its individual
capacity, but solely as Owner Trustee
of BRAVO Residential Funding Trust
2024-NQM2

claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in East
Bridgewater, numbered 85 Oregon
Street, given by Thaisa Mara Pena
to Mortgage Electronic Registration

Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for OCMBC, Inc., its succes-
sors and assigns, dated November
17, 2023, and recorded in Plymouth
County Registry of Deeds in Book
58477, Page 214, and now held by the
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service of
the United States of America, then
you may be entitled to the benefits
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act. If you object to a foreclosure
of the above-mentioned property on
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance
and answer in this court at Three
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108
on or before 09/14/2026 or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of noncom-
pliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief
Justice of this Court on 7/30/2026.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson,
Recorder

August 14, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO26P2344GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G. L.c. 1908, § 5-304 & § 5-405
In the matter of:
Alexander Jordan Charron
Of: East Brookfield, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has
been filed by
Paul R Visneau of East Brookfield,,
MA
in the above captioned matter alleging
that Alexander Jordan Charron is in
need of a Guardian and requesting that
Paul R Visneau of East Brookfield,,
MA
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve Without
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is
on file with this court.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
08/18/2026. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you.
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may
make this request on behalf of the
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 21, 2026

Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
August 14, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
Docket No. WO26P2375EA
NOTICE OF INFORMAL PROBATE
G.L. C. 190B, § 3-306
Estate Of:
JAMES J BIANDO
Date of Death: April 25, 2026
To all persons who have or may have
some interest in the above-captioned
estate and, if interested, to the Office
of the Attorney General and the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, notice is
hereby given on July 15 2026 that the
Petitioner
ORBIE | BIANDO
East Brookfield MA
intends to file with the above-named
Probate and Family Court, not sooner
than seven (7) days after this notice, a
Petition for Informal Appointment of
Personal Representative, to serve
ORBIE | BIANDO
EAST BROOKFIELD MA
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniforrn Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.
August 14, 2026

COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket No. 26 SM 002454

ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Rene P. Eugene, Jr.

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Brockton, numbered 26 Belair
Street, given by Marie C. Eugene to
Ameriquest Mortgage Company, dated
December 5, 2005, and recorded in
Plymouth County Registry of Deeds in
Book 31900, Page 164, as affected by
a Loan Modification Agreement dated
November 20, 2009, and recorded
at said Registry of Deeds in Book
38071, Page 290, and now held by the
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service of
the United States of America, then
you may be entitled to the benefits
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act. If you object to a foreclosure
of the above-mentioned property on
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance
and answer in this court at Three
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108
on or before 09/14/2026 or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of noncom-
pliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief
Justice of this Court on 7/30/2026.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder
August 14, 2026
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Spencer Town
Moderator launches
new community

television show,
“The Brewster Call”

SPENCER — Jason Brewster, the newly elected Town
Moderator of Spencer, is announcing the launch of “The
Brewster Call,” a new community television show on
Spencer Cable Access, Channel 192.

The show airs Fridays from 6 to 6:30 p.m. and focuses on
informed civic participation and respectful dialogue.

Special thanks to Spencer Cable Access for making this
program possible and for its continued commitment to local
programming and community engagement.

“The Brewster Call” is produced by Jason Brewster in
his capacity as a private citizen. The views expressed are
his own and should not be construed as official statements
or positions of the Spencer Town Moderator or the Town
of Spencer.

For questions or episode suggestions, email thebrewster-
call@gmail.com.

Vendors wanted for
flea market on W.
Brookfield Common

WEST BROOKFIELD — The First Congregational
Church 36 N. Main St., W. Brookfield, UCC has been
hosting their Flea Market on the town Common for more
than 50 years. This year the Flea Market will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (vendor check-in
6:30 - 8:30 am.).

Sellers of all kinds are welcome - flea folk, antique
dealers, crafters, product vendors, and those emptying out
basements and attics! No food vendors, please. Spaces are
available for $40 for a 20-by-20-foot grassy spot. Vendors
must bring their own tables and tents. The church will
sponsor a food tent with grilled food, cold drinks and sweet
treats. Email to fccofwbfleamarket@gmail.com for an
application or call Karen at 508-801-7692.

Mark your calendars; the tradition continues!

East Brookfield

Summer Concert
series underway

EAST BROOKFIELD — The East Brookfield Bandstand
Committee is once again bringing live music to Connie
Mack Field this summer with six free Thursday evening
concerts celebrating local talent, classic rock, and commu-
nity traditions. Organized entirely by volunteers, the com-
mittee relies on sponsorships, food sales, and donations to
make the annual series possible.

This year’s lineup features a variety of musical styles,
beginning with The Otters on July 16, followed by home-
town favorites Big Gunz (July 23), classic rock tribute
band Brookfield Rhythm (July 30), Beatles tribute 4Ever
Fab (Aug. 6), the rotating ensemble ‘Dentity Crisis (August
13), and the Brookfield-based rock trio Moonlight
Saints closing the season on Aug. 20. Highlights include
‘Dentity Crisis’s special performance celebrating the 45th
anniversary of The Rolling Stones’ rehearsals at Long View
Farm in neighboring North Brookfield, as well as the farm’s
connections to The J. Geils Band and Aerosmith.

The East Brookfield Summer Concert Series continues to
provide an opportunity for neighbors and visitors alike to
gather, enjoy live music, and celebrate the community. We
would love to see you there!

Girl Scout Troop
welcomes new members

SPENCER — Girls entering grades Kindergarten and
1 in the fall are invited to join Troop 65501.The troop
meets in Spencer every other Sunday, 4:30-5:45 p.m. Girl
membership registration fee is $111, and is active until
September 30, 2027. Financial Assistance is available.

Girl Scouts is the premier organization for girls to learn
about leadership, financial literacy, life skills, the outdoors,
community service, science and technology. Girl Scout pro-
gramming is customizable for all types of learners! Previous
Girl Scout experience is not necessary.

You can register for a spot in the troop at https://
go.gsewm.org/troop65501. Questions? E-mail info@
gscwm.org or call 508-365-0115.

About Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts

Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts serves
nearly 6,000 girls in grades K through 12 with the strong
support of over 2,500 adult volunteers in 186 towns and
cities in central and western Massachusetts. The Girl Scout
program allows girls to discover the fun, friendship, and
power of girls together while building their personal lead-
ership qualities. GSCWM supports girls by giving them
extraordinary opportunities to explore, experience, and
learn about their world and helps girls recognize that they
are vital members of their communities.

East Brookfield seeks public input
for Open Space and Recreation Plan update

EAST BROOKFIELD — The Town of East Brookfield, with assistance from the Central Massachusetts Regional
Planning Commission (CMRPC), is updating its 2006 Open Space and Recreation Plan and is seeking input from resi-

dents.

Community members are encouraged to participate in a survey to share their thoughts on open space, recreational
opportunities, and priorities for the future. Public feedback will help guide the development of the updated plan, which is
required to maintain the Town’s eligibility for State grant funding for conservation and recreation projects.

Residents can complete the survey online at https://tinyurl.com/yv7b23fy. Hard copies are also available at Town Hall,

the East Brookfield Public Library, and the Senior Center.

The Town encourages all residents to take part and help shape the future of East Brookfield’s parks, recreation resourc-

es, and open spaces.
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492 Main St Oxford

WORCESTERCOUNTY
\__AWNMOWER.COM

i

cimneysmasonRy [l GUTTERS  MHome improvementll  MASONRY

PROMPT SERVICE
ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

_Plumbing N _ROOFING_J| _Roofing

200-7308
nebridgepress.news

~
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news@
stonebridgepress.news

GJ LEDUC

CHIMNEY ’ : /) MIKE LAMBERT'S - SAUNDERS &
e e [ | < mumes | | David | |sons rooFive
CLEANINGS Home Improvement PAI NTI N G |\, HEATING INC. When you need a new
Starting at $99 Rs‘fgf'“g MASONRY HARDSCAPE - Ba rba I e roof hire a roofing
iding RETAINING WALLS 7 company .We are the
ALL KINDS OF Decks OUTDOOR Interior and Exterior Com_merC,IaI’ ROO FI N G only local company
MASONRY & Remodeling LIVING CONSTRUCTION ) Residential, dflediﬁ?tgd t°,7°°ﬁ,’«’-g
SQ?V'E%G%ZEER!X%% Windows Chimney Repair PowerWashing | \niey, Construction| [Roofing/Gutters| |°™ o mean toofing
Rebuilding, Re-fining, . Basement Finishing Foundation Repair Wallpapering Repair WOork | |Bnes osa, s aing and
Waterproofing, Foundation Licensed & Gutters Cleaning Steps, Patios General Repair 369 Main St ) accredited member since 2009.
& Chimney Repar, New & Pressure Washing Water Proofing P Stod Fully Licensed | | call Bill Toll-Free
& Stair Repair, Concrete - : Walkways Fully Insured e and Insured 1:866-961-Roo
Walways, Stonewals, | GTITTFRFLY Y | Painting Landscaping Stone Ven‘:aer g Spencer, MA MA LIC #CS069127 508-765-0100
New Roofs, Construction Over 25 Years Experience i Over 40+ Years ’ Lifetime material warranty &
& Carpentry. 508-754-9054 2 T i Brick and Block Work . 1-833-969-4330 MA HIC. LIC #1079721 | |25 yr. labor warranty available
Need to get it done? Residential Specialist Cord Wood Experlence Fully Insured INS. # CAC032585 MA F‘e%#.‘ﬁfogié G%Sé% j1095459
Call me! A Eagle TGRS | Licensed and Insured Brian French N C: 508-397-6709 | [Fully Insured, Free Estimates
774-241-0216 !
-FREE Estimates- aeaglegutters com 128231 4 4 0: 508-248-6709 Family Owned and Operated
Quality Chimney 508-347-4906 (413)222-5542 774-230-8373 MIKELAMBERTSPANDH r— o 25
(508)752-1003 R0 Coll 508-688-0072 | [ @GMAL.COM davidbarbale.com i © e,

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-1308
email:mikaela@stonehridye press.news
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BALLOT

continued from page Al

us up to 60 percent of the
cost of the project. The
cost of the project is run-
ning around $45 million or
$48 million right now. The
Leicester town piece would
be approximately $20 mil-
lion. It would add an HVAC
and plumbing program to
the school as well as open
up a new vet clinic and
early education,” Menard
said.

Supporters tout the proj-
ect as a significant invest-
ment in the community
which would continue to
make Leicester a primary
destination for local stu-
dents seeking career path
advancement on the high

school level. Select Board
Chair Doug Belanger
explained how it would
provide not only increased
educational opportunities
but also new sources of
income for the town.
“They can get out of
high school and have a real
career,” said Belanger. “At
the same time there’s towns
that because they can’t get
into the trade schools are
coming to us and they pay
us between $17,000 and
$20,000 a kid and they pay
for transportation. The flip
side of that is if our kids
want to go to a trade school
and they get in we have
to pay them and pay for
transportation. So, this is
a double positive for us,
and I think of it more of an

BALLOT

continued from page Al

ter.

“You had a set of plans and you shortcut it. Whether it’s
an inch and a half or an inch and anything, you had a set
of plans; you should have followed the plans. It’s not our
fault. We paid you the money. We expected the work to be
done properly — I don’t know if we’d be liable to someone
who is handicapped that hit those transitions. That’s my

concern,” Woodbury said.

Bak and other company representatives took issue with
the accusations that they took shortcuts on the project
explaining that there were contradictions and discrepancies

in the plans.

While the contractors argued that they didn’t feel the
transitions would be a huge issue noting that noone with a
wheelchair would likely push it up that grading, the select-
men pointed out the project’s proximity to a school and the
reality of motorized wheelchairs as a rebuttal.

The board eventually voted unanimously to order the
project to be completed as designed and that the board be
informed of when the repairs would take place.

The order did not sit well with the contractors with Brian
Bak explicitly criticizing Spencer as a difficult town to
work with and that he felt this decision would negatively
affect the town’s reputation with contractors.

“You guys are going to bite the bullet in the long run,” he
told the selectmen. “T understand that in this case we’re at
fault. I get that, but you guys are so difficult to work with
you’re going to pay a premium down the road because it’s
well-known what town to work for, what towns not, and
where to charge and upcharge and you’re going to be one

of those towns.”

Bak said they found it easier to work with Spencer
when former Utilities and Facilities Superintendent Peter
Boria was on staff accusing Spencer of “running him out

of town”.

Selectman Jared Grigg responded saying they were
aware of the risks, but their decision was about the princi-

pal of the matter at hand.

“I’m one for owning my mistakes all day. I'm not a per-
fect individual. We’re all human. This stuff is important,
especially given the situations we’ve been in. That’s why
we’re being so hyperecritical,” said Grigg. “It’s not lost on
me that we could end up paying a price down the road, but
at least we’re getting what we paid for at that point.”

Town-to-Town

investment than a cost.”
The initiative has been
led by a School Building
Committee and a subcom-
mittee, which Menard said
has focused more on func-
tion than image when con-
sidering the renovations.
He ensured voters that the
money would enhance pro-

grams first and foremost.
He noted that several infor-
mational sessions have
already been held, although
he also acknowledged there
are questions still circulat-
ing in the public and on
social media.

Menard said their goal
is transparency, and he

wishes more of the public
would attend the hearings
and information sessions to
learn about the project.
“Our model from day
one has been ‘pretty and
not pretty’,” said Menard.
“We’re not looking to make
the most beautiful building
out there. We’re looking

to make the most efficient
buildings out there. This
would be a huge boom for
the town.”

The debt exclusion will
be included on the ballot
for the midterm elections
which take place Nov. 3.

August 2026 Interpretive Programs
at Blackstone River Greenway
Visitor Center at Worcester

WORCESTER — All
programs are free and open
to the public. Registration
is not required. Children
must be accompanied by an
adult. Dress for the weather
and wear appropriate foot-
wear. Meet at the Visitor
Center unless  other-
wise stated. Programming
is subject to change or can-
cellation. For the most up to
date programming informa-
tion, call (508) 373-7056
Reasonable accom-
modations available
upon advance notice. To
make a request, please con-
tact Moneesha Dasgupta at
(617) 645-0358 or monee-
sha.dasgupta2 @mass.gov.

The Blackstone River
Greenway Visitor Center
at Worcester is locat-

ed at 3 Paul Clancy Way,
Worcester.

Woodlands and
Waterways
Saturday, Aug. 8, 2 — 3

p.m.

Walk along the banks
of the Blackstone River
and learn about the life
that it supports. We’ll look
for signs of wildlife as
we discuss the ways we
can keep our watershed
clean! Appropriate for ages
12 and up. The walk is ~1
mile over a paved surface
with slight inclines. Meet
205 North Main Street,
Millbury, MA. Bathrooms
and water are not available
at this site.

Bike the Blackstone

Saturday, Aug. 15,2 - 3
p.m.

Come with us on a bike
ride on the Blackstone
River Greenway. Enjoy the
scenery and look out for
wildlife as we ride along
the river. Appropriate for
ages 12 and up. The ride
is ~6 miles on a paved sur-
face with slight inclines and
declines. Meet at 205 North
Main Street, Millbury,
MA. Riders under 16 must
wear a helmet. Bathrooms
and water are available at
the midpoint of the trip.

Mill to Meadow

Saturday, Aug. 22,2 — 3
p.m.

The land on which the
Visitor Center stands was
once the largest facto-
ry complex in Worcester
— and now not a single
building remains! In this

short walk, find out about
“brownfield” reclamation
on site and how it fits into
the Blackstone Valley’s
environmental renais-
sance. Appropriate for ages
12 and up. About %4 mile
over paved surfaces.

Visitor Center Exhibit
Tour

Saturdays, 11 —
11:30 am.

Join us on a tour of the
Heritage Center’s exhib-
it hall! Learn how the
Blackstone Canal helped
transform Worcester from
a sleepy county seat to a
thriving industrial city and
hub for immigration and
innovation.  Appropriate
for ages 6 and up.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

Family Literacy Festival returns to Worcester with expanded
programming and Children’s Business Expo

WORCESTER — The highly antic-
ipated Family Literacy Festival 2026 is
set to return bigger and better than ever
on Saturday, Aug. 22 from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. at the Worcester Common Oval.
This free, family-friendly event is
expected to draw thousands of attend-
ees, bringing together literacy, culture,
community, and fun in one dynamic
outdoor experience.

Hosted by SCENSOB Foundation,
the Family Literacy Festival is
designed to promote the importance of
literacy while creating equitable access
to educational resources for families
across the region. With a mission root-
ed in community empowerment, FLF
continues to serve as a cornerstone
event for Worcester and surrounding
areas.

This year’s festival will feature:

More than 10 vendors and commu-
nity organizations, authors, and food
trucks

Place your

Children’s Business Expo, showcas-
ing young entrepreneurs

Live entertainment, including DJs,
cultural dance performances, and a
vibrant fashion show

Interactive literacy and sensory
activities for children of all ages

Back-to-school giveaways, includ-
ing more than 20,000 school supplies
distributed to families in need

“Last year’s turnout was incredible,
and this year we’ve expanded every
aspect of the festival to meet the grow-
ing demand,” said event organizers.
“Our goal is not just to celebrate liter-
acy, but to make sure every child and
family leaves with the tools they need
to succeed.”

In addition to its educational focus,
the festival serves as a powerful
platform for small businesses, local
authors, and community organizations
to connect

with thousands of attendees. Vendor
and sponsorship opportunities are still
available, though space is limited.

The event is made possible through
the support of community partners,
sponsors, and dedicated volunteers
who share a commitment to education,
access, and community growth.

For more information, vendor regis-
tration, or sponsorship inquiries, please
visit www.scensobfoundation.org.

About SCENSOB Foundation:
SCENSOB Foundation is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to advancing
education, equity, and community
development through impactful pro-
gramming and events. Through initia-
tives like the Family Literacy Festival,
the foundation continues to empower
families and create pathways for suc-
cess.

directly Qutdoor summer concert returns Aug. 21

in downtown Worcester with
Jazz+ Live™ featuring The Love Dogs

i /. . WORCESTER — WICN  to connect people.”
ad'teday! pyplic Radio 90.5 FM,  Guests are encouraged to
The Hanover Theatre bring lawn chairs, along with

774-200-7308

FOR RENT
Leicester Center

2 bedroom 1100 sf
second floor.
Wood floors. Appliances.
Laundry hookups.
Deck . Busline.

No pets.

No smokers

Good credit a must.
Rent $1800.

Call (508) 892-1510

Estate/Moving

Sale
Aug. 15+16
8am-2pm

(RAIN DATE Aug. 22+23)

23 West Street,

Oxford, MA
ALL MUST GO!

FR MAHONY & ASSOC NOW HIRING!

RN WA

* Seeking mechanically inclined individuals
* Provide in-shop and field service throughout New England
and significant additional wage incentives

« Full-time and Part-time opportunities

* Paid Time Off
* Employee Referral

* Competitive Compensation

* 401(k) with Company
Matching

* ESOP Retirement Plan

* Health/Dental/Vision/Life
Insurance

Bonus Program

* Education Assistance
Program

* Employee Assistance

« Disability Insurance Program

Apply online at www.cummins-wagner.com/careers/

FIELD SERVICE TECHNICIANS

* Will train to repair E-One Wastewater pumps and pump stations
* $22-$35/hour (Experience dependent) full-time with regular O/T opportunities

* Full benefits, bonus, employee stock ownership plan (ESOP) and other incentives

SEND US
YOUR
NEWS!

Join Our
Team!

N

A
-

news@
stonebridge
press.news

Equal opportunity employer

Scan to apply and find

out more information

WAR RELICS &

WAR SOUVENIERS

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,

Flags, Uniforms, etc.

Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David

(508) 688-0847.

I'LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

For
Advertising
Information

Call

774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

& Conservatory for the
Performing Arts, and the
Downtown Worcester Business
Improvement District invite the
community to celebrate sum-
mer at the 9th Annual Jazz+
Live™ concert,

featuring the acclaimed jump
blues and rhythm & blues band
The Love Dogs.

The outdoor concert will
take place on Friday, Aug. 21,
behind The Hanover Theatre in

downtown Worcester. Gates
open at 5 p.m., with the concert
beginning at 6:00 p.m.

For more than two decades,
The Love Dogs, fronted by the
charismatic Eddie Scheer, have

entertained audiences across
the United States, Canada, and
Europe with their irresistible
blend

of jump blues, New Orleans
R&B, swing, and early rock
‘n’ roll. Their powerhouse horn
section,

boogie-woogie piano, soul-
ful vocals, and infectious stage
presence have made them one
of New

England’s premier live bands
and a favorite among music
lovers of all ages.

“Jazz+ Live™ has become
one of Worcester’s signature
summer traditions because it
brings

together outstanding live
music, strong community part-
nerships, and people who sim-
ply enjoy

spending an evening togeth-
er,” said Melanie Le-Boeuf,
Executive Director of WICN
Public

-MORE-Radio. “At WICN,
we believe music has the power

food and non-alcoholic bever-
ages, to

enjoy during the perfor-
mance. Food trucks and cash
bars will be available through-
out the

evening. Outside alcohol is
not permitted.

General admission tickets are
$30 in advance and $35 on the
day of the event. Guests should

bring their own lawn chairs.
VIP front-row tables for four
are available for $175 per table,

offering reserved seating
with the best views of the stage.
Tickets are available through
The

Hanover Theatre Box
Office and online at
TheHanoverTheatre.org.

About WICN Public Radio

WICN Public Radio 90.5
FM is an independent, nonprof-
it public radio station serving
Central

Massachusetts and beyond.
Through award-winning jazz,
roots, blues, world music, and
locally

produced  programming,
WICN connects listeners with
the arts, culture, education, and

conversations that enrich the
region. WICN’s mission is to
inspire, entertain, and engage
diverse

audiences while supporting
the cultural vitality of the com-
munities it serves. Broadcasting

throughout Central New
England and streaming world-
wide, WICN brings exceptional
music and

local voices to audiences
wherever they are.
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(TN Welsten - 106 East Main St (Zre 12) N
hope2own.com . - Crnmencial, Oppoitanity! S
D 508.943.4333 i ; '53:: Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extren%ely ng&
SW Peéfeth - Owuner Brober ; = Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
H H : 0 i ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-
Licensed in MA, CT &RI = ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. Its
REAL ESTATE GROUP g = e close proximity to Successful National Franchised
43 East Main Street Webster. MA 01570 We Want - - -, Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this
’ H H ' .
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! Your Listi ngs.

Location. Convenient Access.
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

| L MLS #73512426 $ 615,000
Dadley - 5 THansthall Ternace ( “? Featwed New Listing! ) Webaster ~ 55 Staten 5_’{’_“’ -
A Contractor’s Opportunity! f( U Webster Lake Waterfront \ i ; . : :

8,000 SF (€0100) vel gyl Donstuctod” - 26 Lasnelwood Dz

great location, est. neighbor-

.. hood, key resources > town % & 2%47 704 WWW

water & sewer & natural gas in Experience ultra-luxury lake- AT X

. | front living on prestigious Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
k street. By appomtment Only' Webster Lake. This master- rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
fully designed, brand-new el, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan
construction masterpiece  kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway wi/sliders to rear deck, and

| LS No. 73544127 $155,000.

<4 spans 2,556 square feet of 3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183 NEW PRICE $479,900
sophisticated, two-story living
space optimized for pano-
We&z‘m 18 DDonats #ve ramic Westom vater views Webaten - 24 Coofen Rk

# THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
" BLE-ONE-LEVEL-MOVE-IN-
READY-RANCH! Offers 980 SF+, 2
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room. Situated on a

and direct lake access. The 7{6&# &WM WM sw Yhome

upper level features a mag-
® nificent primary bedroom
suite, anchoring an exquisite
year-round sunroom that
flows seamlessly onto an ex-
pansive open deck. Designed
w for seamless entertaining, the

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
. ster Lake with access at Lake-
- side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
rms, 4 brs, 3 %2 baths, 9ft ceiling, wood

< | 7,104 st level lot w/80" road frontage, : - lower level serves as a private flooring throughout with ceramic tyle

s a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA- guest floor, complete with a full second kitchen, additional bedroom, and premium fin- baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-

= = %‘ — - RAGE! Conveniently located in East ishes throughout. From morning coffee to sunset gatherings, you'll enjoy every minute in closet, and private full bathr, double

% SORRY SOLD| . _ ) | while overlooking the water from the lakeside deck, gorgeous covered patio, open 2nd ~sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out
& ) " V"Iage- First Time Offered! story deck/sunroom. Every detail of this high-end estate redefines waterfront elegance. w/ slider. Central AC, garage

‘ -~ MLS #73534105 $333,000 MLS#73542689 $1,550,000. MLS # 73534271 $679,900

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Webster Latke Waterfont Webster Latke Waterfront!!
22 Union Point Suug Harben Villa O uddias Pocut # 10

Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit! ch;gg: d:]rligd_sggri\:r:arg]lc ngesz\t/\ésr

Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake! Lake! View the lake from all win-

Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex- dows. Located on a peninsula

ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring providing 2 Shorelines. Fireplaced

4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for relaxation & con- Living Room! 2 Baths. FHW Oil
venience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.

Heat! Central Air. Garage.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS$999,900. $ 900,000.

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE REMIY
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 0
Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i‘“
[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y
' ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
il CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
DUDLEY- REDUCED $40,000! CHARLTON _
NEW CONSTRUCTION - oz :
cres
*Hardwood
Floors
*Central Air
* Gas Heat
*30° Great
Room - - - =
" *4 Bedrooms * Custom Gourmet Kitchen w/ Center Island * 4 Baths
Gourmet * 2424’ Great Room *Meticulously Maintained Grounds with
Kitchen Pergola and Koi Pond * Easy Access to Major Highways
128 Old Southbridge Rd $640,000 30 Knollwood $849,900
GRAFTON- HOLDEN- RANCH LEICESTER-
Better than a Condo 5 RgII{)EL EgT -' WATERFRONT!!!
{| Build Your
Own Dream
-5 > Home!! *7 Rooms elie
* 3 Bed: * 2 Bath *6 Re * G
*Wide }e)irfe(:) g?gors C&H IO'Ann or *1500 Sq. %t. *%Olgrc}firoo’;lrrlage
* Garage * 1/2 Acre of . *1/2 Acre Lot *1600 sq. ft.
Meticulous Grounds Bob for Details *Finished Lower Level *Amazing Waterviews
41 Worcester St. 1994 Main St. 34 Lake Sargent Dr
$449,500 Fabyan Rd. $125,000 | $549,500 $619,900

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc. .. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

“l SOLVE REAL ESTATE \
P Featured Hom? Charlton o ERR Key Realty
ReMax Professional Associates New 30x50' Split DebListewnik | T W T== SERVICES
Licensed in MA & CT Level Home 508-874-0872 Donna Flannery Realtor®
We need properties to sell - any type! *3 Full Baths 508-612-6771
Conrad Allen *Cathedral Ceiling Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
508.400.0438 Familyroom Donnaflannery@erakey.net
I ’ 1 9$', 5 @ L *Main Bedroom OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
callen aol.com 2 includes NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
gEIHAx Jo-Ann (Ned ik) = £ i "Tray Ceiling" oPAG SERVICE onso .
0-Ann (Nedorosci * * TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNIT.
R E / M A x Szymczak P 9 5A E Putnam Rd $687,500 *Office” Game Room i SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME }
CRS, GRI, SRES ReMax Vision ] FE ERAHALLOFFAME (@,  [yp)
RE/MAX Professional Associates 508-943-7669 i - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = .
774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT IRGiSIMGIASIcaas syl YOI STCw:
Looking For a New Home?
When =
| Can Help

Experience Contact Mikaela Today

| el ] ot Space?  77ua7u

Matter + 15 Acres
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk - e 'k l
R G C $ - Oversized Split ml ae a@

ABR, GRI CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

' ~_  508.612.1382
A
(@) MESReateycom

\\‘; P Mal’y@WﬂlSe]lit. com Call Bob Berk 508-367-9226 bobberkrealtor@gmail.com
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Webster First Federal Credit Union promotes
Colleen Carney to Chief Risk Officer

Colleen Carney

WORCESTER
— Webster First Federal
Credit Union has announced
the promotion of Colleen
Carney to Chief Risk
Officer. The appointment
reflects the growing impor-
tance of risk management

recognizes Carney’s leader-
ship in supporting Webster
First’s continued success.
“Colleen brings a strong
and well-rounded back-
ground in banking, oper-
ations, finance, revenue
management, and risk man-
agement,” said President
and CEO John Thomasian,
“As Webster First contin-
ues to demonstrate strong
performance and sustained
growth, the importance of a
comprehensive and proac-
tive risk management func-
tion has never been greater.
I am confident that Colleen
will excel in this important

leadership role.”

Before joining Webster
First, she spent 10 years at
Flagship Bank in Worcester.
She earmmed a B.S. in
Business Administration,
magna cum laude, from
Worcester State University.

Carney joined Webster
First in October 2007
as Spencer  Branch
Manager. During her ten-
ure, she earned an M.S.
in Management from
Worcester State University
and later transitioned to the
Accounting Department as
Assistant Vice President of
Risk Management in July

2018. She was promoted to
Vice President of Revenue
in October 2020, and in
January 2024 assumed
responsibility for risk man-
agement as Vice President
of Risk and Revenue. In
this role, she expanded
and strengthened the cred-
it union’s risk management
function, enhanced the work
of the Risk Committee, and
helped ensure that risks
across the organization are
appropriately assessed, eval-
uated, mitigated, and man-
aged. She is currently pur-
suing an M.S. in Enterprise
Risk Management at Boston

University.

Carney said “I am hon-
ored to step into the newly
created role of Chief Risk
Officer and grateful for
the opportunity to help
shape this important func-
tion for the credit union.
Establishing this position
reflects our continued com-
mitment to strong gover-
nance, thoughtful risk man-
agement, and long-term
organizational  strength.
I look forward to work-
ing collaboratively across
the organization to protect
and support our members,
employees, and commu-

nity while helping guide
sound decision-making and
responsible growth.”
About Webster First
Federal Credit Union
Webster First Federal Credit
Union ranks among the
largest credit unions oper-
ating in Massachusetts.
Since its founding in 1928,
Webster First has grown
its operations, services,
and membership to serve
four counties across the
state, Worcester, Essex,
Middlesex, and Suffolk
with branches throughout.
For more information, visit
websterfirst.com.

within the credit union and

Bay Path celebrates 59 CTI graduates,

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional
Vocational Technical High School proudly
celebrated the graduation of 59 students
from its Career Technical Initiative (CTI)
program last evening, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in the program’s continued
growth and impact.

The CTI program, launched in 2024,
provides adult learners with access to
high-quality, hands-on technical train-
ing designed to meet regional workforce
demands. Last night’s graduates repre-
sent a diverse group of individuals who
demonstrated dedication, perseverance,
and a strong commitment to building new
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career pathways. Many balanced work,
family, and personal responsibilities while
completing rigorous 200-hour training pro-
grams that prepare them for immediate
employment in high-demand industries.

“This graduating class represents the
heart of what the CTI program is all
about— opportunity, access, and workforce
readiness,” said Marci Komssi, Program
Coordinator. “We are incredibly proud of
these 59 graduates and the determination
they demonstrated throughout the pro-
gram.”

The success of the CTI program is made
possible through continued state invest-
ment and workforce development part-
nerships. As part of the Commonwealth’s
commitment to economic recovery and
growth, $24.2 million was awarded to 23
organizations throughout Massachusetts
to train 2490 individuals. These strate-
gic investments, led by the Massachusetts

expands workforce training programs

Workforce Skills Cabinet, are designed to
expand access to career pathway programs
and better position residents to fill critical
workforce needs across the state.

Building on this momentum, Bay Path
is expanding its program offerings to reach
even more adult learners. For the first
time, the school will offer a 200-hour
Building Maintenance program in a five-
week hybrid summer format, running from
June 29 through July 31. This program is
offered in partnership with MassHire, with
applications opening this week.

Looking ahead to Fall 2026, Bay Path
will offer nine CTI programs, further
increasing access to career training oppor-
tunities. These programs include:

Building Maintenance

HVAC

Culinary

Manufacturing

Auto Collision

Bay Path Continuing Education’s
fall catalog available

CHARLTON — We are excited to
announce that the Fall 2026 catalog is now
available at www.baypath.net/bpce. There
is something for everyone, featuring offer-
ings in trades exam preparations, continu-
ing education, professional development,
health & wellness, art, food & entertaining,
financial wellness, and much more.

Here are some of the new classes avail-
able:

Basket Weaving

Breadmaking and more

Gluten-Free Pasta Making

Japanese Ikebana Flower Design

Professional Writing

Tai Chi

and more

-

Does God love me
and have wonderful |
plans for my life?

Additionally, we have returning favor-
ites including:

Line Dancing

Ballroom Dancing

Stained Glass Making

Bob Ross Art Classes

Yoga for All

Classes for Two People to Take Together

Registration Opens on July 20 — Make
sure to sign up early for the classes that
catch your interest so you don’t miss this
opportunity! You can reach us at www.
baypath.net/bpce or call 508-248-5971, ext.
1715. Bay Path has been providing engag-
ing adult continuing education classes for
the past 30 years, conveniently located at 57
Old Muggett Hill Rd., Charlton.
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Auto Technology

Diesel Mechanic

Welding

Electrical

Since its inception, the CTI program has
continued to expand in both enrollment
and program diversity, attracting students
from local communities as well as across
the region. The program remains a critical
component of Bay Path’s efforts to support
workforce development and provide mean-
ingful career pathways for adult learners.

For more information about the CTI
program or to apply for upcoming oppor-
tunities, please contact Marci Komssi at
mkomssi@baypath.net.

Ryan Rushford joins
Weichert, Realtors® -
Hope & Associates

WORCESTER — Weichert, Realtors® -
Hope & Associates is proud to announce
Ryan Rushford has joined their Worcester
office. Rushford joins a dedicated team
of knowledgeable agents at Weichert,
Realtors® - Hope & Associates,
who bring many years of combined
real estate expertise to their clients.
Weichert, Realtors® - Hope & Associates,
located at 470 Park Ave., is an inde-
pendently owned and operated affiliate
of Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.
For more information, please contact
Julia Acquaah-Harrison at (508) 795-
3885 or jharrison@hope-homes.com.

About Weichert Real Estate Affiliates,
Inc.

Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. is
a top real estate franchisor established in
2001 by Jim Weichert, president, chair-
man and CEO of Weichert Companies,
which has been in operation since 1969.
The company provides a clearly defined
business model for operating, managing,
and marketing a real estate brokerage,
along with industry-leading technology,
marketing tools, and support. Its first
affiliate opened in 2002, and the fran-
chise network has since grown to over
330 offices, serving markets in over 40
states. The company has appeared on
the Entrepreneur Franchise 500 list as a
top residential real estate franchise and
been identified by Franchise Business
Review as a top franchise for owner satis-
faction 11 years in a row. For more infor-
mation about Weichert, visit Weichert.
com. For more information about franchise
opportunities, visit WeichertFranchise.
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