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BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY – Just over a year 
after the Nichols College com-
munity mourned the loss of 
one of their own, the local busi-
ness college officially honored 
the late Hallie Linacre with 
the naming of a student athlete 
award and the presentation of 
her degree to her family.

Linacre joined Nichols 
College in 2017, quickly becom-
ing a mainstay on the pitch 
as a star of the schools’ wom-
en’s soccer team. Linacre sadly 
passed away at her home in 
Rhode Island on May 8 of 2020, 
leaving countless members of 
the Nichols College communi-
ty mourning a heavy loss. She 
was set to be a team captain, 
and was to graduate with the 
class of 2021. On May 15, as her 
fellow 2021 graduates prepared 
to take their walks across the 
stage, Linacre became the first 
to be honored for her time at 
the school with the presenta-
tion of her Bachelor of Science 
in Business Administration 
Degree to her parents, John and 
Mary Linacre by their daugh-
ter’s friends and fellow Nichols 
athletes Colleen Callahan and 
Jessica Ann Soucie.

“To Nichols, Hallie Linacre 
was a phenomenal friend and 
student, an amazing teammate 
and a caring and compassion-
ate student leader,” Nichols 
College President Susan 

Engelkemeyer said. “While 
she has been missed terribly 
this year her legacy and her 
impact on Nichols has never 
left us. We know for certain 
that she is here and with us 
today.”

President Engelkemeyer 
further announced that funds 
have been pouring in to support 
the Hallie Linacre Memorial 
Scholarship which has been an 
effort during the spring semes-
ter by the campus community 
to preserve Linacre’s legacy 
for years to come.

“Family, friends, her class-
mates, staff, faculty and even 
alumni have contributed to the 

scholarship and it is with great 
pride that I announce that as 
of today the scholarship has 
raised over $12,000,” President 
Engelkemeyer said.

Another major announce-
ment during the ceremony was 
that in addition to the retire-
ment of Linacre’s number 27 
last fall, the athletic depart-
ment renamed the junior class 
female athlete of the year 
award to the Hallie Linacre 
Memorial Award which will 
continue to honor the female 
athlete in the junior class who 
has the best overall season and 
shows positive leadership on 
and off campus. 

CHARLTON — The Charlton 
Cultural Council pleased to 
announce the recipients of our 
community’s FY 2021 grant 
funding from the Mass Cultural 
Council! These awardees 
were selected by the Charlton 
Cultural Council among sev-
eral applications received, and 
each bring a unique set of tal-
ents that we’re excited to see 
shared through their events.  

Given the challenges of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, some of 
these events will be conduct-
ed virtually; we’ll be sure to 
share information on events 
to our social media pages, as 
we get that from grantees. 

Congratulations to all of the 
recipients! 

1) Hit and Run History 
will share their program, 
“Stephano: The True 
Story of Shakespeare’s 
Shipwreck.” http://www.
hitandrunhistory.com/screen-
ings/

2) John Root will com-
plete an Edible Wild Plants 
Walk, http://www.johnroot.
net/.

3) Kirk Whipple and Marilyn 
Morales will perform a Duo 
Pianists event, https://www.
facebook.com/wmduo.

4) Dr. “The Machine” Jesse 
Green will deliver his pro-

gram to Charlton Middle 
School students, “Chainsaws, 
Cheeseburgers and Rock and 
Roll!”https://www.facebook.
com/TheMachineJesseGreen/

5) Brian Richards will share 
his magical talents through 
his “Tails and Tales Summer 
Reading Magic Show,” https://
www.facebook.com/brian.
richards.14.

6) Timothy Kane will deliver 
his “All Together Drumming 
Program,” https://www.face-
book.com/timothydkane.

7) MUSIC.dance.edu will 
share «Hip Hop Dance Chair 
Exercises for Seniors.» https://
musicdanceedu.weebly.com/

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Charlton voters approved a 
new budget for the 2022 fiscal year during the 
May 17 annual town meeting as one of the least 
contentious items on the night’s warrant.

Coming in at $32.3 million, the budget is a 
slight increase over the 2021 Fiscal Year’s $30.8 
million spending plan which was passed during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Town Administrator 
Andrew Golas said the 2022 budget doesn’t 
include a lot of new expenditures but makes 
good on staff obligations and bringing in needed 
personnel to town departments. 

“There wasn’t much change from the prior 
year. It was basically just keeping up with 
our general obligations and our current staff-
ing plan. There were some very minor staffing 
adjustments where we did needs for additional 
help but, overall, our head count only increased 
by half of a full-time employee, so nothing 
major,” said Golas. “There’s not a whole lot in 
terms of capital costs. All of that stuff is going to 
be addressed in the November town meeting.”

The budget includes $16.6 million in education 

spending, $2.4 million for the Bay Path Regional 
Vocational School District and $14.1 million for 
the Dudley-Charlton Regional School District. 
While the Bay Path number is in line with their 
initial request to the town, the Dudley-Charlton 
District initially brought a much larger request 
to its member communities but both school 
officials and town representatives negotiated a 
lower request.

“We worked diligently with the school to 
get to a point that worked for us and them. 
Understanding that their initial budget asked 
of the town was close to a nine percent budget 
increase, we were able to work down to about 
three and a half percent in the budget. That 
translates a lot different in the overall budget 
scheme, but at the end of the day it was an 
amicable solution for both the town and the 
school. We’re going to continue to work on that 
relationship as we go into the next fiscal year,” 
Golas said.

The annual town meeting also saw the approv-
al of the water department and sewer depart-
ment budgets and an official motion to move 
capital items and related contracts to the fall 
annual town meeting.

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Efforts to 
construct a new fire station 
in Charlton hit another snag 
during the May 17 annual 
town meeting failing to earn 
enough support to appropri-
ate monies for designing a 
new fire station only facility.

The concept of build-
ing a new fire department 
facility has been one of the 
most talked about topics 
in Charlton over the past 
few years. Voters deciding 
twice, including during the 
2020 November election, to 
deny a proposed $28.5 mil-
lion public safety building 
that would have housed 
both a fire department and 
police department. The 
unused funding for that ini-
tiative was rescinded during 
the May 17 town meeting 
through Warrant Article 
13. At the beginning of 2021, 
a new Fire Station Design 
Committee was formed to 
explore building a small-
er-scale fire station with 
several steps towards poten-
tial approval including pre-
sentations at annual town 
meetings. The May 17 meet-
ing saw Warrant Article 14 
propose allocating $647,000 
to complete the design of the 
new facility. 

Conceptual art had previ-
ously been completed and 
presented at meetings of the 
Board of Selectmen and the 
$674,000 would have been 
used to complete the designs 
for presentation to the pub-
lic in the fall. The article got 
off to a rocky start with an 
initial vote of 75 to 53 which, 
despite having the majori-
ty in favor of the funding, 
did not reach the two-thirds 
majority threshold required 
for passage. The motion 
was successfully brought 
forward for reconsider-

ation resulting in a larger 
discussion of the future of 
the project including input 
from emergency officials 
who clarified that this new 
project is a completely new 
proposal separate from the 
previous public safety build-
ing.

“This is for a fire station 
only and it is a redesign 
away from the public safety 
building based on the vote 
last year,” Fire Chief Ed 
Knopf said to clear up any 
confusion on the subject. 
“The people voted against 
the public safety building, 
so we went back to the town 
and asked for a fire station 
only.”

Captain Rob Barton, 
the chair of the Fire 
Station Design Committee, 
explained that the project 
would see a fire station only 
facility built on the same plot 
of land on Masonic Home 
Road previously earmarked 
for the public safety build-
ing but with a much smaller 
footprint and omitting the 
police department entirely. 

“We listened very clear-
ly to the public when they 
said that they didn’t want 
to spend that much money 
for a public safety building. 
However, the need for a fire 
station did not go away with 
a ‘no’ vote,” said Barton. 
“The original public safety 
building was 40,000 square 
feet. The fire station alone 
was 27,000 square feet. When 
it was defeated, we came 
back and we knew we had 
to get this project to happen. 
However, we also know we 
have to get this project to 
happen in the lowest cost 
we possibly can. We further 
reduced the size of the build-
ing by over 2,000 square 
feet.”

Barton further argued that 

Turn To FIRE STATION  
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Captain Rob Barton discusses the status of the Charlton fire station 
project with voters.

Funding request 
for fire station 
design denied

Charlton Cultural 
Council announces 

grant recipients

Charlton voters  
Approve budget

Nichols Class of 2021 
honors Linacre during 

Commencement
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The parents of Hallie Linacre are presented with their daughter’s degree 
from Nichols College during the school’s 2021 Commencement ceremony.
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Specializing In: Cemetery Lettering
Monument Cleaning - Markers

Bronze Plaques for Memorial Parks

Call For Appointment  508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated ~ Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main Street, Leicester, MA
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Find comfort and closure with
a personalized memorial

We salute our fallen and give 
thanks on this Memorial Day.

47 East Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585 
Please contact 

Julie Stapleton at: (508) 867-7716 or apply online at quaboagonthecommon.com

Come work for us! We are a De�ciency-Free community facility 
in a beautiful small town with a family feel.  
We have great bene�ts • Flexible schedules

New higher Sign-on and Referral bonuses if hired during the month of June!

WE ARE 
CURRENTLY 

HIRING!

• CNA’s all shifts
• Nurse 7p-7a & 3-11 (5K SIGN ON BONUS)
• PT Activity Aide
• Per Diem PT
• FT Speech Therapist, PT PTA, Per Diem OT

• Temporary Carpenter (7 mos)
• FT Overnight Nursing Supervisor
• FT Evening Nursing Supervisor 
• PT Housekeeper
• PT Dietary

Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

Happy Memorial Day from our family to 
yours. May we always remember our fallen 

service members with pride on this day.
Start a new career and join our family!

CNA Scholarships available to the right applicants. Please inquire for more info.

Honored to work 
with our Veteran 

Buyers and Sellers 
with their Real 
Estate needs. 

We Specialize in VA LOANS.

Angela Dolber 
Janet Dolber

DeVries Dolber Realty, LLC
971 Providence Road

Whitinsville, MA 01588 
www.devriesdolber.com

Angie: 508-826-8553 
angela@devriesdolber.com

Janet 508-887-5136 
janet@devriesdolber.com

Licensed in MA, CT & RI

136 Main Street • Spencer 
 508-885-3385 

cormierspencer.com 

Have a safe  
and Happy Memorial Day 

From all of us at

“And I’m proud  
to be an American, 
where at least I 
know I’m free.  
And I won’t forget 
the men who died, 
who gave that right 
to me.”

       ~ Lee Greenwood

LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
2021

we can once again celebrate the end of 
summer with the resumption of the
132nd ANNUAL SPENCER FAIR

 and four days of Family Fun! 
Watch for updates on our website  

www.spencerfair.org,  
on our Facebook page,  
and in this newspaper.

SPENCER 
FAIR LABOR DAY 

WEEKEND 
FRI • SAT • SUN • MON

This Memorial Day Weekend, the Spencer Agricultural Association would like to pay 
homage to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.  

May they rest in peace.

Celebrate Memorial Day 2021 safely with family and friends, and always  
remember to honor the brave men and women who have made the ultimate sacri�ce.  

We also remember our beloved deceased on this day. May they all rest in peace. 

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SALES HOURS ~
 Mon–Fri 8:30am–7pm • Fri Until 6pm • Sat Until 4pm

~ SERVICE HOURS ~ Mon–Fri 8am–5pm • Sat 8am–Noon

Home of the Free because of the Brave. 
Thank you to all who serve.

Visit us on-line at lamoureuxford.com
Treat Yourself, It’s Time! We make it Easy!

TRADE-A-THONTRADE-A-THONTRADE-A-THONTRADE-A-THONTRADE-A-THONTRADE-A-THON
GOING ON NOW! 

Your Vehicle Is Worth More Now  
Than Ever Before! We Want Your Ride!

MEMORIAL DAY

Voters approve  
building height 

amendments
BY JASON BLEAU

VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Voters in Charlton 
approved two zoning by-law amend-
ments concerning building heights in 
general industrial, or IG, zones and 
business enterprise park, or BEP, zones 
allowing for two as-yet identified enti-
ties to begin permitting processes with 
the town’s Planning Board.

Articles 16 and 17 on the annual town 
meeting warrant on May 17 were both 
approved overwhelmingly in votes of 
124 to 12 and 119 to 19, respectively. 
Article 16 asked for an increase of build-
ing and structure height limits in IG 
zones from 50 feet to 75 feet while Article 
17 sought to increase height limits in 
BEP zones from 50 feet to 110 feet. While 
Article 16 passed easily with minimal 
discussion, Article 17 received signifi-
cant debate prior to the vote especially 
considering that the article has been 
connected to a pending project by a 
Fortune 100 company looking to bring 
business to the town. 

The Article received backing from 
the town’s Economic Development 
Committee while the Planning Board 
and Board of Selectmen voted against 
recommending approval in prior meet-
ings. However, members who voted 
against recommendation of approv-
al indicated they did so on principle 
due to the lack of information at hand. 
This was the case for Selectman Bill 
Borowski.

“It’s pretty obvious that we are mak-
ing a zoning change for a company 
without knowing who the company is. 
That being said there are good reasons 
for it. There’s obviously pros and cons, 
but at least for me individually that was 
my only concern,” Borowski said.

As for the Planning Board, member 
John Smith offered similar comments 
indicating that, in his mind at least, 
the Planning Board’s vote against the 
article was more due to a lack of infor-
mation with the understanding that the 
voters would have the final say. 

“I think the general feeling of the 
majority of the board at the time was 
to vet the project as it would affect five 
areas in town. So, we cautioned and 
wanted to see more information and 
actually get some more input from the 

townspeople,” said Smith.
Selectman Stephen Koronis was one 

of the selectmen who voted to recom-
mend approval and noted that Article 
16 not only received support from the 
voters, selectmen and the Planning 
Board, but also included a potential per-
mit application from a yet-to-be-named 
company. He felt Article 17 deserved 
support to at least begin conversations 
with the town. 

“They’re talking about $2.4 million in 
tax revenue in year one. They also want 
to come into town and be operational in 
2023. All this vote will do is to allow the 
height limit and let us learn more about 
the project,” said Koronis.

Members of both boards acknowl-
edged that it’s not uncommon for com-
panies to withhold their identity while 
their legal team works with towns in 
the early stages of permitting processes. 
It was also made clear that the voters 
were not deciding on specific projects 
but rather loosening the height require-
ments which would allow applicants to 
pursue projects within their own build-
ing standards.

Mark Donohue, an attorney repre-
senting the applicants connected to 
Article 17, explained the project would 
bring substantial tax revenue to the 
community and that Article 17 would 
simply allow the special permitting pro-
cess to proceed.

“It’s true that we’re not in a position 
to tell you which Fortune 100 ecom-
merce retailer is involved, but I would 
suggest to you there’s only three in the 
Fortune 100 and at least one of those I 
assume has been in your home in the 
last week in some fashion,” Attorney 
Donohue said hinting at the identity of 
the company which remained a mys-
tery for the duration of the meeting. 
“The development that they’re contem-
plating is an investment of more than 
$300 million into your community. That 
generates, in our estimation in the first 
ten years on average $2.4 million in tax 
revenue annually and in year eleven it 
grows exponentially. That’s money for 
you to spend.”

With both articles firmly supported 
by Charlton voters it is expected that 
the permitting processes will proceed 
and that the identities of the companies 
could soon be officially revealed in pub-
lic forums.

Bay Path students 
inducted into the 

National Technical 
Honor Society

DOUGLAS — Five Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy students were 
inducted into the National Technical 
Honor Society (NTHS) on Sunday, May 
9 during an in-person ceremony held 
amidst the apple blossoms at Douglas 
Orchard and Farms. The outside event 
marked the 6th annual induction cere-
mony for the Academy.

Every year, practical nursing students 
eagerly look forward to this prestigious 
event, according to Academy Director, 
Dr. Gretheline Bolandrina, MSN Ed, 
RN, CRRN. “Making it through nursing 
school is an achievement, being induct-
ed into the NTHS is another feather 
in their cap! The PN students juggle 
school, work, and family life, it is quite 
a feat to be inducted to the HTHS,” said 
Bolandrina, who has been organizing 
the induction ceremony for the last 6 
years.

The practical nursing students are eli-

gible for induction based on their grade 
point average, faculty recommendation, 
character, and leadership involvement 
in extracurricular activities, and clubs. 
These characteristics reflect the seven 
member attributes of the National 
Technical Honor Society which are 
skill, honesty, service, responsibility, 
scholarship, citizenship, and leader-
ship.

“It’s amazing how kind, wonderful and 
resilient our practical nursing students 
are,” added Bolandrina. “They navigat-
ed the rigorous program through these 
challenging times and even managed to 
participate in many volunteer activities 
to help the community.”

PN Class of 2021 NTHS Inductees 
were Monique Bull, Loise Kamero, 
Grace Mwangi (all of Worcester), 
Risper Wanjiru of Webster, and Tianna 
Welcome of Oxford.

Photo Courtesy

Class of 2021 NTHS inductees from Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy were Monique 
Bull, Loise Kamero, Grace Mwangi (all of Worcester), Risper Wanjiru of Webster, and Tianna 
Welcome of Oxford.



WORCESTER — On May 21, 
Quinsigamond Community College con-
ferred 1,441 degrees and certificates to 
1,332 graduates as it celebrated its 56th 
graduating class. QCC hosted its virtu-
al commencement ceremony amidst a 
backdrop of powerful and motivational 
speakers who reminded graduates how 
far they have come, how resilient they 
are, and the bright future that awaits 
them.

QCC President Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D. 
described the sense of pride he felt 
witnessing the graduates attain their 
dreams of a college education, and 
encouraged them to never stop striving 
for a better future.

 “I never cease to be amazed by our 
students –your strength, determination, 
and perseverance. Be proud of your 
accomplishments. Many of you juggle 
work and family responsibilities, while 
continuing to pursue your dream of a 
college education. You are veterans, 
single parents, working adults, or the 
first in your family to go to college. And 
if all of the challenges you face each 
day aren’t enough, you completed your 
degree during a pandemic and some of 
the most turbulent times we’ve faced as 
a nation,” he said.  “Each and every one 
of you is living history, but more impor-
tantly, you are making history!”  

Commencement Speaker Maya 
Rockeymoore-Cummings, Ph.D., a 
nationally recognized social justice 
advocate and scholar, told the graduates 
that the obstacles they have faced and 
overcome would help them throughout 
their lives.

 “You know how to persevere in life. 
There is a word for this toughness and 
it’s called resilience, and you’ve got 
it.  And you should know that you can 
draw on that resilience for the rest of 
your life because there are going to be 
challenges ahead,” Dr. Rockeymoore-
Cummings said, addressing the biases 
that student will face even in academia. 

 “We know that people hold stereo-
types about certain people based on 
categories. They just assume that they 
know who the person is and they make 
those assumptions not based on full 
knowledge of the person, but based on 
a stereotype or a category,” she said. 
“You determine your success, and you 
will be successful in spite of those kinds 
of people. Why, because Quinsigamond 
Community College has prepared you.”

 Dr. Rockeymoore-Cummings told the 
graduates that because of their QCC 
education they are able to achieve any-
thing that they can envision.

 “Quinsigamond has given you the 

tools, resources, and a platform to learn. 
Whatever comes next, you can be sure 
that you are prepared. You have what 
it takes to further your education or 
go out and earn, so that your knowl-
edge, compassion, and insight can be 
shared,” she said.

 QCC Student Government President 
and Student Speaker Armela Xhidole 
told her classmates to keep feeding their 
minds with knowledge in order to con-
tinue to grow and prosper.

 “Learning should be a constant oper-
ation, and learning is the fundamental 
prerequisite for progress in any area. 
After college, education should not stop. 
Take part in a career that helps to 
develop your personality and skills,” 
she said. “Remember, you can achieve 
everything you want in life with hard 
work and perseverance. Life is con-
stantly changing, and you must contin-
ue to evolve to become a better version 
of you.”

 Carlos E. Santiago, Ph.D., commis-
sioner of the Massachusetts Department 
of Higher Education said that after the 
last year’s unique challenges, these 
graduates are now considered pioneers 
in the higher education landscape.

 “While you were learning, we were 
learning from you in ways that will 
shape the college experience in the 
future. Teaching and learning will 
never be the same. We saw black and 
brown students who were dispropor-
tionately affected by COVID-19; many 
did not return to school last fall because 
they had to prioritize family income 
and family health needs first,” he said.

 “In an economy like ours we need 
college educated students to fill the jobs 
needed to keep the state moving for-
ward. This is why I am grateful to 
each and every one of you for earn-
ing your degrees. No matter what your 
major is, your skills and talents will 
help Massachusetts rebuild its econ-
omy and move past this pandemic,” 
Commissioner Santiago continued. 
“Even though I don’t know you per-
sonally, I know how resilient you are 
because I know what it took for you 
to overcome the challenges of this last 
year in order to earn your degree.  Now 
that same set of skills will help you in 
writing your next chapter.” 

 President Pedraja told the graduates 
to draw strength from commencement 
day whenever they experience hard-
ships in life.

 “...know that you can carry on, know 
that there is nothing you cannot accom-
plish, and know that in the worst of 
times you’ve proven yourselves and 

succeeded,” he said. 
“Remember graduates of the Class of 

2021, that you are enough, and remem-
ber that Quinsigamond Community 
College produces productive profes-
sionals. So, you go out and you get 
your future. It’s ready for you, and you 
are ready for it,” Dr. Rockeymoore-
Cummings said.

To view QCC Commencement 
Ceremony visit, www.QCC.edu/com-
mencement-2021.

 For more information about QCC, 
contact Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications at 508-
854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.
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ACCURACY WATCH
The Charlton Villager is committed to accu-

racy in all its news reports. Although numerous 
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate 
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, email news@stone-
bridgepress.news or call (508) 909-4106 during 
normal business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone call.

NOW OPEN!
220 AIRPORT ACCESS ROAD, SOUTHBRIDGE

OPEN BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
DINNER THURSDAY & FRIDAY TIL 8PM

OPEN 
Tuesday/Wednesday 8am-2pm

Thursday/Friday 8am-8pm
Saturday and Sunday 7am-2pm 

(BREAKFAST ALL DAY)

Hi! Our names are Emily and 
Joanna and we want to be 

adopted together!
Emily and Joanna are friendly 

and sweet sisters of Caucasian 
descent who are looking to be 
adopted together. Emily is a kind, 
humorous, sweet, and helpful girl. 
She enjoys drawing and painting, 
helping her foster parents around 
the house, and swimming. She 
likes lip gloss, nail polish, and “pink 
everything.” Emily’s foster family 
enjoys shopping, watching mov-
ies, and getting their nails painted 
with her. Emily plans on going to 
college after graduating from high 
school.

Joanna is described as outgo-
ing, expressive, helpful and feisty. 
She is quite talkative and likes to 
engage with others. Joanna loves 
to sing, dance, color, work on arts 
& crafts projects, and do gymnas-
tics. When she grows up, Joanna 
would like to be a famous actress.

Legally freed for adoption, Joanna and Emily would thrive in a supportive and 
committed two-parent family or with a single-parent who has a strong support sys-
tem. An ideal family will have no other children or have children older than the girls. 
A family must be comfortable obtaining supportive services and resources in the 
community for the girls, and should be open to maintaining contact with the girls’ 
biological brother.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If you’re at 

least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your heart, you 
may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, 
married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ singles 
and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help connect you 
with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts Adoption 
Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org. The soon-
er you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Emily and Joanna
Age 12 and 14

Registration # 6414 and 6415

REAL ESTATE 
TRANSACTIONS

CHARLTON 
$561,000, 97 Osgood Rd, Real Est 

Alternatives Inc, to Hughes, Brian 
J, and Hughes, Christine.

$550,000, 5 Ashley Rd, English, 
Brian J, and English, Jacqueline, 
to Buckley, Elise M, and Buckley, 
Thomas M.

$499,900, 41 Davidson Rd, Sleepy 
Hollow Estates Inc, to Leavitt, 
Richard, and Leavitt, Gail.

$420,000, 71 Old Worcester Rd, 
Creelman, Jesse D, and Pizarro, 
Rachel V, to Kelly, Adam D, and 
Kelly, Olivia.

$370,000, 23 Stephens Dr, Jones, 
Jason, and Jones, Heather, to 
Toscano, Mario, and Toscano, 
Donna.

$345,000, 45 Bay Path Rd, Singh, 
Trevis J, to Hoogasian-Gamble, C V, 
and Gamble, Benjamin R.

$280,000, 62 Southbridge Rd, E R& 
Florence L Ashe IRT, and Jewell, 
Sharon, to Blanchard, Steven A.

$275,000, 14 Lincoln Point Rd, 
Daoust, Kevin M, and Spencer-
Daoust, Jeanne M, to Clough, 
Joshua D.

State begins to 
lift COVID-19 restrictions

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – In a major step toward 
reaching a new normal across the state, 
officials recently announced the immi-
nent lifting of COVID-19 restrictions. 

Last week, the Baker-Polito 
Administration announced that most 
remaining COVID-19 restrictions 
will be lifted on May 29. With the 
Commonwealth on track to meet its 
goal of fully vaccinating 4.1 million res-
idents by the first week of June, officials 
are confident that restrictions can be 
safely lifted.

The Commonwealth’s face-covering 
order will also be rescinded for most 
locations on May 29. The Department of 
Public Health will issue a new face-cov-
ering advisory consistent with the 
Centers for Disease Control’s updated 
guidance. 

Face coverings will still be mandato-
ry for all individuals on public and pri-
vate transportation systems (including 
rideshares, livery, taxis, ferries, MBTA, 
commuter rail, and transportation sta-
tions). Masks will also still be required 

in healthcare facilities and in other set-
tings hosting vulnerable populations, 
such as congregate care settings. Face 
coverings will also be required indoors 
for staff and students of K-12 schools 
and early education providers.

Gov. Charlie Baker expects to end 
the state of emergency across the 
Commonwealth on June 15. 

“The administration is able 
to take these steps to reopen the 
Commonwealth’s economy because 
Massachusetts is on track to meet the 
goal set in December to fully vaccinate 
over four million individuals by the 
first week of June,” said Baker. “The 
Commonwealth leads the nation in vac-
cinating residents, with 75 percent of 
adults receiving at least one dose.”

 
To date, more than four million res-

idents have received at least one dose 
of the vaccine, with 3.2 million people 
fully vaccinated.

New cases of the virus have dropped 
by 89 percent since Jan. 8. Additionally, 
COVID-19 hospitalizations are down 88 
percent since Jan. 1.

With the statistics continuing to trend 

positively and vaccinations rising, resi-
dents are looking forward to getting 
back to work and play far sooner than 
originally anticipated. Effective May 29, 
all industries will be permitted to open 
statewide. 

With the exception of the remaining 
face-covering requirements, all indus-
try restrictions will be lifted on May 29. 
Capacity for all industries will increase 
to 100 percent, and the gathering limit 
will be rescinded.

“All industries will be encouraged to 
follow CDC guidance for cleaning and 
hygiene protocols,” Baker said.

Eligible residents who haven’t been 
vaccinated are encouraged to sched-
ule their appointments to help prevent 
the virus from lingering into the sum-
mer. Statewide, there are more than 975 
locations for Massachusetts residents to 
access vaccines without delay.

Non-vaccinated individuals are 
advised to continue wearing face masks 
and to continue distancing in most set-
tings. 

To learn more about the latest guid-
ance and state regulations, visit www.
mass.gov. 

Resilience of QCC’s  
Class of 2021 celebrated at 
Commencement ceremony

DUDLEY — Jacob White of Charlton 
receives the award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Liberal Studies for 
English at the Nichols College class of 
2021 commencement ceremony held on 
May 15.

About Nichols College
Nichols College is a college of choice 

for business and leadership education 
as a result of its distinctive career-fo-
cused and leadership-based approaches 
to learning, both in and out of the class-
room, and through impactful research 

and professional education. Students 
thrive in a learning and living environ-
ment that is supported by an experien-
tial business curriculum and a strong 
liberal arts foundation aimed at trans-
forming them into tomorrow’s leaders. 
Nichols also offers master’s degrees in 
business, leadership, accounting, and 
counterterrorism, as well as a range of 
certificate programs, to promote career 
advancement for today’s professionals.

Jacob White of Charlton 
receives award from 

Nichols College



WORCESTER — Over the 
course of 170 years, the base-
ball jersey has become an icon-
ic emblem of American cul-
ture, extending well beyond 
a sports uniform to inspire 
fashion trends and serve as 
a means of everyday, indi-
vidual self-expression. While 
the ubiquity of the American 
baseball shirt is undeniable, 
there has been little scholarly 
research on its importance to 
material and popular culture 
through time. In June 2021, the 
Worcester Art Museum (WAM) 
will open The Iconic Jersey: 
Baseball x Fashion, the first 
museum exhibition to focus 
specifically on the design evo-
lution of baseball jerseys and 
their impact on wider national 
culture. The show will feature 
37 garments, including histor-
ic and contemporary jerseys 
as well as runway looks—from 
Jesse Tannehill’s 1908 Boston 
Red Sox Uniform Shirt to 
MIZIZI’s Black Lives Matter 
jersey—along with two, one-
of-a-kind jersey chairs and 
other ephemera that capture 
the phenomenon of the base-
ball shirt, both on and off the 
field. The exhibition, which 
will remain on view through 
Sept. 12 is accompanied by a 
scholarly catalogue that fur-
ther examines the subject. 

 The Iconic Jersey coin-
cides with and celebrates the 
construction of a new base-

ball stadium, Polar Park, in 
Worcester’s Canal District—
just a short distance from the 
Museum—and the arrival of 
the Boston Red Sox’s Triple-A 
affiliate to the city—the 
Worcester Red Sox or “Woo 
Sox.’ Worcester has a long and 
storied history with baseball, 
and the upcoming exhibition 
offers a singular opportuni-
ty to explore the sport’s most 
recognizable symbol as a work 
of art and design in its own 
right—and in doing so further 
collapse perceived boundaries 
between fine art and everyday 
objects. 

“The long history of the 
baseball jersey taps into a pro-
found set of human desires, 
to belong, and to be proud in 
proclaiming that affiliation 
whether as a player or a fan,” 
said Matthias Waschek, the 
Jean and Myles McDonough 
Director of the Worcester Art 
Museum. “But the jersey has 
not been a static item. Over 
the years it has changed and 
evolved, has sought to pick up 
on fashion trends or to reject 
them, and both designers and 
fans have, in turn, brought 
their own influences to bear. 
Now, for the first time, we can 
explore this history in a sys-
tematic way.”

The exhibition, which is 
organized by Erin R. Corrales-
Diaz, Ph.D., WAM’s curator of 
American art, takes a broad 

view of the baseball jersey, 
illuminating equally its rela-
tionships to aesthetics and 
athletics and to collective and 
individual expression. To ori-
ent the viewer within these 
different themes, The Iconic 
Jersey is divided into three 
major sections, including “The 
Modern Jersey,” which trac-
es the evolution of aesthetic 
choices such as fabrics, typog-
raphy, colors, and patterns; 
“Experimental Design,” which 
examines sartorial decisions 
that deviate from the tradi-
tional jersey shape; and “Off 
the Field,” which explores the 
jersey as the ultimate articu-
lation of fandom and its emer-
gence in both luxury design 
and streetwear. 

“The Iconic Jersey takes the 
‘formal’ language and concepts 
that we typically apply to indi-
vidual works of art and, by 
applying it to baseball jerseys, 
makes it possible to bring for-
ward new ideas and ways of 
looking at an article of clothing 
many people take for grant-
ed,” said Corrales-Diaz. “All of 
these jerseys, whether made 
for players or for fans, reveal 
an extensive design process 
in which a designer consid-
ers fabrics, fit, shape, colors, 
markings, and logos. When we 
choose to put one on, we do 
more than just affiliate our-
selves with our chosen team. 
We are also embracing design, 
a set of aesthetic choices that 
help to define who we are and 
how we look at the world.”

 More information regard-
ing the ideas and histories 
explored within the three exhi-
bition sections follows below. 

The modern jersey
The New York 

Knickerbockers adopted the 
first baseball uniform in 1849. 
Seeking to professionalize and 
add credibility to the sport, 
other teams soon followed in 
developing uniform and dress 
parameters for their ball 
teams—most often inspired by 
volunteer fire and militia com-
panies. Far from our modern 
conception of baseball style, 
this first uniform is described 
as featuring blue woven panta-
loons, a white flannel shirt, and 
straw hat. This section of the 
exhibition traces the aesthetic 
evolution of the jersey from 
these early styles to the more 
casual and collarless look we 
understand today. The exhi-
bition pays attention to both 
major changes in fit and fabric 
brought on by technological 
advances to the small shifts in 
graphic elements, logos, and 
colors, highlighting the impor-
tance of these developments to 
capturing team identity.

 Among the highlights in this 
section are early design pam-
phlets and guides for sport-
ing manufacturers, including 
never before exhibited items 
from the R. J. Liebe Athletic 
Lettering Company, who began 
creating their elaborate, circu-
lar chain stitched lettering in 
1923, and who continue to pro-
vide lettering and other mate-
rials for major manufacturers’ 
uniforms.  Also included are 
a wide range of jerseys that 
span from such early exam-
ples as a 1908 Boston Red Sox 
Uniform Shirt worn by Jesse 
Tannehill and a 1909 Chicago 
Cubs Uniform shirt worn by 
Johnny Kling through to con-
temporary jersey designs that 

look to the future of innova-
tion.

 Experimental design
While the classic but-

ton-down jersey is recognized 
as the quintessential look 
of baseball, there have been 
many moments of inspiration 
and innovation within jersey 
design across its 170-year his-
tory. This includes fanciful 
and unorthodox ideas such as 
satin jerseys, sleeveless shirts, 
and the incorporation of rain-
bow colors to designate play-
er positions that were quickly 
discarded by teams and fans 
alike. In this portion of the 
exhibition, audiences will be 
treated to an array of these 
unusual style decisions, with 
a particular focus on uniforms 
from between the 1970s and 
1990s—particularly fertile 
decades for daring uniform 
design choices.  

One iconic design from this 
period is the Houston Astros’ 
“rainbow” pullover, created 
not by fashion designers or 
even manufacturers, but by 
New York ad agency McCann 
Erickson, which was hired to 
rebrand the team and refresh 
its visibility, with a jersey 
of different colored stripes. 
Another highlight is an initia-
tive introduced by the Seattle 
Mariners, titled “Turn Ahead 
the Clock,” which explored 
the jersey of 2027. The “Turn 
Ahead the Clock” jerseys were 
baggy and sleeveless and fea-
tured enlarged logos and new 
“techy” colors of metallic sil-
ver and maroon. The initia-
tive proved popular and was 
later adopted as a League 
wide event, although the jer-
seys themselves were not used 
beyond promotional opportu-
nities. Another, the 1950s uni-
form of Isabel “Lefty” Álvarez, 
a Cuban ballplayer who came 
to the United States and played 
for the Kalamazoo Lassies, 
shows how gender-specific 
design actually hindered per-
formance by female players on 
the ball field.

 Off the field
When fans began donning 

replicas of baseball jerseys in 
the 1970s, they transformed the 
shirt from athletic 
uniform to a symbol 
of both communal 
and personal expres-
sion. As replica jer-
seys grew in popu-
larity among every-
day fans, they were 
further adopted by 
celebrities and musi-
cians, who gave the 
shirts heightened 
creative and cul-
tural significance. 
This led to inter-
est in jersey design 
from fashion houses 
such as Gucci, Dolce 
& Gabbana, and 
Moschino, among 
others. 

 This section of the 
exhibition explores 
the life of the base-
ball jersey in pop-
ular and fashion 
culture. It pays par-
ticular attention to 
the important role 
that Hip Hop artists 
of the 1990s such as 
Ice Cube, Notorious 
B.I.G., and Outkast 
played in bringing 
the jersey to street-
wear styles, opening 

the door to the jersey’s incor-
poration in mainstream fash-
ion, as well as to significant 
collaborations between design-
ers, artists, and activists with-
in wider political and social 
movements. This includes 
Runaway x G Yamazawa, a 
2017 collaboration on a jer-
sey to honor the Japanese 
American ballplayers at the 
WWII incarceration camp 
Heart Mountain Relocation 
Center, and the creation of a 
Black Lives Matter jersey by 
MIZIZI, a streetwear brand 
representing the African dias-
pora that has been worn by 
protesters across the globe.

 The exhibition is accom-
panied by a scholarly catalog 
by curator Erin Corrales-Diaz, 
Ph.D.  This groundbreaking 
volume traces the design and 
aesthetics of the iconic base-
ball jersey both on and off the 
baseball field. Published by D 
Giles Ltd in association with 
the Worcester Art Museum, 
the catalog is available from 
the Museum Shop for $34.95 
and can be ordered by email-
ing shopsales@worcesterart.
org.  

The Iconic Jersey: Baseball 
x Fashion is made possible 
through the generous support 
from the Fletcher Foundation. 
Additional support is provided 
by the Arthur M. and Martha 
R. Pappas Foundation, Bill 
and Joan Alfond Foundation, 
Lunder Foundation-Peter and 
Paula Lunder family, Murray 
Family Charitable Foundation, 
Red Sox Foundation, Larry 
and Stacey Lucchino, Cynthia 
L. Strauss and Harry A. Sherr, 
and an anonymous donor. This 
project is also funded in part 
by the Don and Mary Melville 
Contemporary Art Fund, Ruth 
and John Adam, Jr. Exhibition 
Fund, Hall and Kate Peterson 
Fund, Heald Curatorial Fund, 
and Michie Family Curatorial 
Fund. Corporate support is 
provided by Samuel Adams, 
Country Bank, Gilbane 
Building Company, and 
Gatorade. Media partner is 
The Boston Globe.
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CHURCH LISTINGS
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond 
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford 
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., 
Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England 
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, 
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

OPEN TO CLOSE
TOWN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday ................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PUBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

POST OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office ... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508)  .............  (800) 275-8777

SCHOOLS
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School  .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School ..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326
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Great Gifts

136 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385 
cormierspencer.com 

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

For Bridal Parties,  
Graduation, Birthday, Anniversary,  

or any special occasion. 

FAMILY DINING & GIFT GUIDE

 To advertise on this page, contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or 508-909-4062

Visit these fine local establishments for great gifts & 
gift cards, dine-in, take-out & beverages too!

NEW HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033 
www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions
WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Full Menu - Take out still available

Fri, 5/28 & Sat, 5/29 (a�er 5pm)

LOBSTER ROLL

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Function Rooms Available for Any Size Party

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 6/30/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri. & Sat. 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri. & Sat.  5:00-Close
Sunday Brunch: 10:00-1:00

Spencer Country Inn
Buy 1 Entree 

Get 1 1/2 price
With this ad. Exp 6/30/21 • Dine In Only 

Cannot be used on holidays. 

Take-out Orders Welcome for Lunch & Dinner

Just a few of our regular menu selections...

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10-1pm $15.95 pp 

Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Homefries, Quiche, French Toast, Rice Pilaf, Two Hot Entrees chosen by the 
Chef, (Chicken Pot Pie, Beef Stroganoff, Stir Fry, etc), Vegetable, Hot Roast Beef & Ham carved at 

the Table, Assorted Rolls, Fresh Fruit Platter, Danish Tray, Assorted Desserts, Tossed Salad, Assorted 
Juices, Bloody Mary Punch & Coffee

(plus tax & gratuity)

Function  
Rooms  

for ANY  
size party

Reserve now to celebrate with your Grad or Dad!  
Make great memories at the Spencer Country Inn!

Lunch - Fri. and Sat. 11:30-2:00
Sandwiches (all served w/ chips & pickle)
Choice of Ham, Turkey, or Roast Beef ...... $6.95
Veal Parmesan w/Pasta & Garlic Bread ... $11.95
Hamburger Platter w/ French Fries ............ $7.95
Chicken Parmesan 
with Pasta and Garlic Bread........................ $8.95
Baked Haddock w/ Potato and Vegetable $10.95
Broiled Sirloin Steak 
with Potato and vegetable ......................... $10.95

Dinner - Fri. and Sat. 5:00-Close; 
All Dinner entrees served with salad, potato, & vegetable

Duck au Grand Marnier. ..................... $20.95
Prime Rib - Choice Cut - Fridays & Saturdays 

Queen $18.95; King $21.95
Broiled Fresh Swordfish ..................... $17.95
Surf & Turf. .......Petite filet and three stuffed 
jumbo shrimp. ..................................... $21.95
Shrimp Scampi .................................... $18.95
Salmon-Baked, Broiled or Cajun ........ $19.95

FISH & CHIPS TO GO FRIDAYS...................$12.95

Gift 
Certificates

Reservations Accepted. Nightly Dinner Specials

Est. 1989

508-885-3995
148 Main St. (Rte. 9) Spencer 

HOURS: Thurs, Fri & Sat 3-8

Call to order • Menu will be posted on  
www.chefsau.com

NOW OPEN 
TAKE-OUT ONLY

Authentic & Delicious  
Asian Cuisine.

- Limited Menu -

Gift Certificates

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325

Quinsigamond Community College 
announces 2021 graduates

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College has released its 
2021 list of graduates. On Friday, May 
21 at 1 p.m. QCC will host a virtual 
commencement ceremony to honor this 
year’s 1,441 graduates. 

To view the 2021 Commencement 
Ceremony, visit www.QCC.edu/com-
mencement-2021.

 
Associate in Applied Science
 Auburn: Jacob Paradis
Blackstone: Jason Torrey
Spencer: Thomas Fuller
Webster: Gary Watson
 
Associate in Arts       
Auburn: Giuliana Bacoccini, Reese 

Casavecchia, Lauren Francis, Erin 
Gallivan, Nancy Gatui,

Danielle Hastings, Michael Imse, 
Lolitha Ntonmeu Messa Tiako, William 
Ritacco

Charlton: Lucas Lanier, Caroline 
Lawson, Paige Leite, Conner Meece, 
Robert Orasz

Cherry Valley: Kailey Adeyinka, 
Robert Howard

Douglas: Marie Soliman
Dudley: Tiondra DeBoise, Sara 

Patrinos, Tiffany Sousa
East Douglas: Garrett Grann, 

Cameron Howe, Nathaniel Paine, Ethan 
Whitney

Grafton: Andrea Carenzo, Matthew 
Deely, Mya Martin, Ryan Sullivan

Holland: Jessica Sands
Leicester: Alyssa Durham, Ryan Jost, 

Brianna Ortiz
Milford: Keith Anderson, Kayla 

DaSilva, Jaylin Grenard
Millbury: Dorothy Katiyo, Hailey 

Maynard
North Brookfield: Cailyn 

Beamenderfer, Skye Guertin, Jordan 
Olson

North Grafton: Jovelyn Flores, Tara 
McCurley

Northbridge: Kathryn Mellor
Oxford: Amber Comptois, Austin 

Dickhaut, Lindsey Donnelly, April 
Kennedy, Luke Knowles, Samantha 
Lemay, Trenton Lovejoy, Emily 
Maynard, Abigail Rice

Paxton: Jennifer Fenner
Southbridge: Ceasar Alvarado, 

Thomas Brady, Mariana Powell, 
Nathaniel Santiago

Spencer: Regan Arraje, Olivia Cole, 
Chantel Croteau, Rhiannon McIntyre, 
Francisca Schuler

Sturbridge: Aidan Buck, Nicholas 

Burtt, Michaela Ostrenga, Shawna 
Tremblay

Sutton: Tanigh Clark, Francesca De 
Mora Ocana, Catherine Forde, Elliott 
MacNeil, Emily Perry, Haley Rodriques

Uxbridge: Bailey Bean, Brianna 
Doherty, John Lobe, Sierra Sasser

Warren: Anita Griffin, Tyler Maloney
Webster: Eunice Artey, Sarah 

Condon, Katelyn DiTullio, Chime 
Lama, Eliza Larson, Kelly Moriarty, 
Danielle Zecco

West Brookfield: Jacob Gorham, Leah 
Robillard

West Upton: Beck DuVall, Brian 
O’Sullivan

Whitinsville: Jessica Duda, Rachel 
Fremeau, Caitlin Plant, John Roche

 
Associate in Science    
Auburn: Faith Barbieri, Adriana 

Bennett, Autumn Boateng, Bright 
Bremang, Elizabeth Burch-Elder, 
Quinn Bushe, Samantha Deso, Corey 
Duff, Adam Eastty, Michael Flannery, 
Jeanna Marion, Quinne Masiello, 
Benjamin Rackett, Haley Rivers, 
Ricardo Rodrigues, Katelyn Roy, 
Edward Stanton, Sam Taki, Jonathon 
Wambach

Blackstone: Alex Ahee, Robert Finch
Brimfield: Allyson Chase, Alexis 

Fluegel, Brendan Gendreau, Nicole 
Reed, Amanda Waugh

Brookfield: Dalton Demers, Jennifer 
Hurley, Joseph LaFlower, Alexandria 
Sutton

Charlton: Joseph Bailen, Matthew 
Beals, Michael Bjorn, Sarah Caplette, 
Radoslaw Denert, Morgan Doucimo, 
Victoria Gaspar, Chase Mannila, Collin 
Mulcahy, Jeffrey Pearlstein, Arlene 
Rodriguez, Jessica Trindade, Abigail 
VanDeMark, Gabriel Varner, Jennifer 
Vezina, Izabela Warnajtys

Cherry Valley: Amber Bjorkman, 
Alferid Hussin Shifa, Ingrid Maravilla, 
Joseph Pauplis

Douglas: Brianna Boyko, Michaela 
LaClair

Dudley: Jillian Baker, Erin Bernard, 
Celia Bohaboy, Anna Donohue, 
Shannon Ebbeling, Joy Goguen, 
Gregory Gunsalus, Veronica Helock, 
Kennedy Kamicha, Glenn Levasseur, 
Danielle Moore, Averyl Nowosadko, 
Joanna Paradis, Nicholas Sheehan, 
Cassandra Smeltzer

East Douglas: Amanda Alexion, 
Nathan Milliken

Fiskdale: Sam Cloutier, Joshua Cone
Grafton: Christopher Peterson

Holland: Edward Fisher, Jessica 
Folger, Liam Fuller

Leicester: Grace Ankrah, Lauren 
Badosa, Colleen Beaudreau, Tiffany 
Beer, Haley Cooper, Cory Cronin, 
Kassie Donais, Abigail Gagne, Dylan 
Havey, Austin Le, Nicole Peltier, 
Lindsay Tucker

Milford: Keith Anderson, Courtney 
Antalek, Raven Clarico, Jamie Crivello, 
Bethany Kilgore, Kelly LeBlanc, 
Xianglin Zou

Millbury: Devin Barrell, Mariah 
Benson, Crystal-Ann Boisseau, Kyle 
Boria, Tara Cadorette, Tara Curnin, 
Amanda Hernandez, Michael Lirange, 
Emily Matson, Zachary Munoz, Rose 
Nagelschmidt, Lucas Pham, Sabrina 
Piscitelli, Jillian Richard, Courtney 
Schultz

Millville: Austin Gagnon, Kandyce 
Ranslow

North Brookfield: Crystal Brown, 
Rebecca Field, Jillian Peterson, Nathan 
Sullivan, Jordan Waugh

North Grafton: Shannon Adams, 
David Chanthavangso, Kyoko Ibaraki, 
Christian Loja, Colby Magan, 

Ryan Moorman
North Oxford: Kaylie Mauch, Michael 

McCarthy, Kayla Soto
Northbridge: Feliciano Carrasco, 

Christopher Corkum, Joshua 
Desjardins, Trevor Gosselin, 

Amanda LeClair, Tyler Novitch, 
Nicholas Payne

Oxford: Lisa Atsma, Christopher 
Bartczak, Gabriella Blackwell, Kylie 
Brenneman, Adam Brindley, Shannon 
Donnelly, Carolyn Hodge, Audrey 
Hopkins, Breanna Kielinen, Jacob 
Laplante, Kevin Le, Danielle McGlone, 
Erica Mucci, Kathryn Tagg, Adam 
Weiner, Maxwell Zostant

Paxton: Cameron Greiner, 
Christopher John, Michael Putnam, 
Brian Quinn, Alexander Riopel

Rochdale: Jennifer Black, Margaret 
Kennedy, Kiara Valdes

South Grafton: Alicia Bouthiller
Southbridge: Anyelyn Alvarado, 

Javier Ayala, Karl Benkert, Jessica 
Brunell, Anna Burgener, Lisa Dennis, 
Jaysmarie Diaz, Marie Djiondo, 
Kirstianna Ferschke, Arianna Gonzalez, 
Kimberly Hall, Lizzette Hernandez, 
Yamil Hernandez, Melynda Marcano, 
Mary Rappold, Ashley Rincon, Shantell 
Ritchotte, Joshua Rivera, Christina 
Ruberti, Antonio Sanelli, Daniel Simoes

Spencer: Tyler Carter, Joseph Hamel, 
Jennifer Jarmulowicz, Gabriel Kankam, 

Melissa Luukko, Tonya Morrill, Emily 
Nairn, Sofia Ocana, Matthew Preston, 
Jennifer Reilly, Nicholas Roy, Camella 
Sherry

Sturbridge: Samuel Cudgma, Hannah 
Lazo, Riley O’Brien

Sutton: Anthony Campanelli, Kevin 
Doherty, Scott Gressak, Lily Lavender-
Hoge, Courtney Mosczynski, Mateusz 
Poluha, Patricia Rumford

Upton: Ben Kijjambu
Uxbridge: Anthony Abate, Daniel 

Costa, Caitlyn Ellis, Erika Ethier, 
Shannon Gilmore, Mark Jordan, 
Mariah Masse, Mariangela Pereira, 
Cory Rexford, Addison Russell, Patricia 
Sansoucy

Warren: John Dupell, Steven 
LaRocco, Aaron Tetlow

Webster: Emily Anderson, Sierra 
Bourke, Danielle Cerasoli, Marina 
Daniels, Dereck Edith, Jacob Gatto, 
Laura Hoey, Tara Jolda, Champayne 
Leshore, Makenzie MacGregor, Kelly 
Marcoux, Mackenzie Mountain, Eunice 
Osei, Barbara Peralta, SherryAnn 
Potenti-Crumbliss, Matthew Rakowski, 
Joe Ramos, Tara Rudolph, Orion 
Walker, Danielle Zecco

West Brookfield: Abigail Carr, 
Jennifer Dansereau, Jacob Gorham, 
Britney Korman, Alexandra 
Mendenhall, Tyler Morgan, Benjamin 
Seymour, Giana Tobin

West Warren: Emily Guidetti, 
Katheryn Hibbard

Whitinsville: Marie Delgado, Ian 
Kelly, Charlotte Murphy, Sharon 
Ridley, Braelyn Sessa

 
Certificate            
Auburn: Tracy Anctil, Caleb Buckley, 

Chantal Champagne, Casey Clouthier, 
Nancy Gatui, Zachary Hall, Jacob 
Paradis, Makenzie Ward, Cheryl 
Wheeler

Blackstone: Kelly Buurma, Eric 
Lawler, Cassidy Tellstone

Brimfield: Brendan Gendreau, Nicole 
Reed, Vanessa Sarver

Brookfield: Abigail Burgener
Charlton: Natasha Emco-Rollins, 

Alexandria Macaruso
Dudley: Alise Arnold, Lilianna 

Bedard, Nikolina Chludzinska, 
Samantha LaFleur, Sara Patrinos

East Brookfield: Caitlin Charpentier
East Douglas: Heather Dodd, Earl 

Parfitt, Anthony Rossi
Fiskdale: Sam Cloutier, Jacob Smith
Grafton: Cameron Forbes-LeBeau, 

Turn To QCC page     A15
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PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 5/24/21 was $2.30 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

508.867.2218 
www.lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brook�eld, MA

Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs
Open 8-6 daily

Not Your Ordinary Greenhouse

100’s of beautiful unique hangers,  
tropicals & patio pots  

• Unique House Plants • Fairy & Gnome Gardens 
• Topiaries  • Air Plants & Dish Gardens   

• Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fruit Trees, and Berry 
Bushes • Succulents

Celebrating 
43 years

Full Landscaping 

Services Available 

Gift Certificates Available

Look for our 
Memorial Day Weekend 

In-House Specials!

Peter Maly, R.D.O. 
Renee Gomez, O.D.

109 Masonic Home Road, Charlton MA 01507
508-248-1188 • Same Day Service

Mon 9-6 | Tues 10-6 | Wed 10-5 | Thurs 10- 7 | Fri 10-5 | Sat 9-2

Eyeglasses 
Eye Exams • Contacts

EYEGLASSES 
SPECIAL

Buy 1 Pair of eyeglasses and get $40 o�; 
OR 50% o� a 2nd pair of eyeglasses.

Offers cannot be combined. Some insurance restrictions apply. Exp. 6/30/21

Not Your Ordinary Greenhouse ~ A Real Destination!

100’s of beautiful unique hangers, tropicals & patio pots  
Unique House Plants • Fairy & Gnome Gardens  • Topiaries  • Air Plants & Dish Gardens  

Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fruit Trees, and Berry Bushes • Succulents
FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICES AVAILABLE  

annuals, perennials, 
trees & shrubs

508.867.2218  lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brook�eld, MA

Celebrating 
43 years

Come sit by the pond 
 and view the pond life.Trees and bushes galore!

Walk the property to enjoy 
our relaxing waterfall.

Our 12 greenhouses are filled to the brim 
with beautiful hangers, tomatoes,  

vegetables, annuals, and perennials.
Great selection of beautiful tropical plants,  

Mandevillas, Dipladenias, Hibiscus, Gardenias & More

Memorial Day  
Planting Headquarters

OPEN 8-6 DAILY Gift  Certificates Available

“We’re Always Growing…”

Look for our 
Memorial Day Weekend 

In-House Specials!

 

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Grilling 
Season Is Here

Crooked Creek Farm

2lb NY Sirloin
2lb Ground Beef
2lb Country Ribs

$5800
($68.00 value)

Jeff Burdick, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Investing: Self-service 
is no service.

MKT-5894K-A

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

ShopShop

We’re here to service all of your  
heat transfer and embroidery needs,  

jobs big and small!

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Community 
    Connection

570 MAIN STREET • RT. 20 • FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 • FAX: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

GWCF marks a year of continued 
commitment to Central Massachusetts  

WORCESTER — Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation announced 
the winners of the 16th and 17th annu-
al Renaissance Awards during the 
Foundation’s annual meeting, which 
was held virtually. With the 2020 
award not being presented due to the 
global pandemic, two awards were 
announced at this year’s event. The 
Renaissance Award winners are Anh 
Vu Sawyer, Executive Director of the 
Southeast Asian Coalition of Central 
Massachusetts, Inc., (2020 winner) and 
Ernie Floyd, founder of Unity Radio 
(2021 winner). At the meeting, the 
Foundation also released its 2020 finan-
cial results and elected new directors 
and corporators. 

Anh Vu Sawyer (2020 winner) is a 
tremendous resource for Worcester’s 
Asian American community. As 
Executive Director of Worcester’s 
Southeast Asian Coalition of Central 
Massachusetts, Inc (SEACMA), Sawyer 
oversees the agency’s mission to pro-
vide critical assistance to Southeast 
Asian immigrants and refugees, and to 
preserve the vibrancy of their cultural 
heritage here in Central Massachusetts. 
Established in 2001, SEACMA has 
developed a strong reputation among 
members of the cultural community 
and with the organization’s partners 
in the community at large for being a 

trusted resource of first resort to help 
guide and aid the Asian population in 
Worcester. Since 2015, SEAMAC has 
also lent support to refugees from Iran, 
Iraq and Syria. During Sawyer’s direc-
torship, SEACMA received over 10 
awards and recognitions for their work. 
With passion, strength and resilience, 
Sawyer has provided an opportunity 
for all Asian American immigrants to 
achieve their goals and dreams while 
preserving their heritage. 

Ernie Floyd (2021 winner) has ded-
icated himself to addressing negative 
portrayals of Worcester’s youth in 
the media by elevating the voices of 
young people in their communities. 
Throughout his career, Floyd creat-
ed several platforms, including Pride 
Productions Inc., dedicated to empow-
ering local youth about educating them 
about media and technology. In 1994, 
Youth Unity, a half-hour talk show 
was created, designed and produced by 
young people. In 2013, Floyd launched 
the Worcester-based radio station Unity 
Radio (97.9 WUTY) which focuses on 
serving several educational purpos-
es in addition to broadcasting local 
talk, music and sports. However, the 
impact of Floyd’s vision for the younger 
generation of Worcester goes beyond 
radio. In 2014 and 2015, Floyd served as 
the Re-entry Director for Worcester’s 

Straight Ahead Ministries on Main 
Street where he worked with young 
men and women to help them pursue 
their goals in education, employment, 
housing, health, and personal develop-
ment. For Floyd, there is power to be 
found when youth are provided with 
the right platforms and tools to make 
their voices heard.

“If the recent pandemic has taught us 
anything it’s that we at the Foundation 
have a responsibility to continue 
strengthening our community, and 
it begins by highlighting some of the 
exceptional people who are making a 
real difference,” said Carolyn Stempler, 
interim President & CEO of the 
Foundation. “We are proud to honor 
Ernie and Anh Vu as Renaissance 
Award recipients. From giving a voice 
to our younger generations, to provid-
ing the necessary resources our immi-
grant community needs to thrive, their 
work in Central Massachusetts has 
proven to be not only impactful, but 
also inspiring. Worcester is growing at 
an incredible speed. It’s up to us and it’s 
up to our community leaders to contin-
ue this growth equitably.”

The Renaissance Award is a cash 
prize of $5,000 which the Foundation 
awards annually as an expression of 
gratitude for the talented, dedicated peo-
ple serving the community in nonprofit 

roles.  The late John W. Lund, a GWCF 
founder, established the Renaissance 
Award through an endowed gift which 
continues to make this prize possible 
today. Recipients are chosen based on 
their record of dedicated commitment 
to the nonprofit sector, professional 
accomplishments, and talent in foster-
ing collaborative relationships. 

In addition to the Renaissance Award, 
the Foundation released its financial 
reporting for 2020 at the annual meet-
ing: Assets consisting of permanent 
charitable endowments that are avail-
able for local grantmaking exceed $180 
million; the foundation awarded $14.3 
million in grants and scholarships; and 
received more than $11.9 million in con-
tributions. A complete annual report 
can be found at www.greaterworcester.
org.

Two new members were welcomed to 
the Foundation board of directors includ-
ing Che Anderson. Anderson is cur-
rently the University of Massachusetts 
Medical School’s assistant vice chancel-
lor for city and community relations. 
Prior to his current role, he served 
as Worcester’s deputy cultural officer 
where he brought a wide array of cul-
tural and artistic programs to the resi-
dents of the city - most notably the inter-

Turn To GWCF page     A15
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MAIN STREET  
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing

Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS 
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed  

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc 
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR 
NH#17425J

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 5/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Auto Body Services

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

WOODY’S 
Rust Proof & Undercoat

IF IT’S WORTH OWNING, IT’S WORTH PROTECTING

ECO-FRIENDLY • STOPS RUST 
 DISPLACES MOISTURE • LONG LASTING • CREEPS

Stop Rust with the Best Woody’s  
Professional Rustproofing and Under-
coating Services. Maintain Safety and 
Value by protecting your vehicle’s body 

from rust, debris, and salt!

STANDARD 
$325 

DELUXE 
$499-$1499

Oil-based rustproofing applied 
by factory-trained technicians 

keeps the structural integrity of 
your vehicle’s body intact. 

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Spring 
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf guards 
with gutter installation 

with this ad
Offer exp. 7/1/21

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279   
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

Need new gutters… Look no further!

Gutters Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing
JOHN DALY 

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS 
© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS 
© KITCHEN © BATHS 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

Affordable  
Carpet Plus

Our low overhead  

allows us to beat 

the big stores by an 

average of 25%

Plush Berber 

Carpet Squares

*FREE Measure/

In Home sample 

viewing* 

Referral Rewards

Call Jim at
508-685-9234

Flooring

Sand Blasting
CENTRAL MASS  

DUSTLESS BLASTING, LLC
MOBILE  

PAINT STRIPPING  
AND CLEANING

Auto • Restoration • Marine 
Commercial • Industrial • Municipal • Residential

YOUR PAINT JOB IS ONLY AS GOOD  
AS YOUR SURFACE PREPARATION

Alan Nussey • 508.648.8941
Email: cmdustlessblasting@charter.net

www.CMDustlessBlasting.net

Located in Spencer, MA, we offer an ecofriendly, courteous, 
 and professional mobile media blasting service, to meet all of your needs. 

Our process gives us the option to blast wet or dry. One of our greatest 
benefits is being mobile, we come to you. We offer a wide variety of sur-

face preparation needs, which include but not limited to: Auto Restoration, 
Antique Tractors, Truck Frames, Dump Bodies, Trailers, Snowplows, 

Heavy equipment, Boats, Concrete Floors/Walls paint or sealer removal, 
Graffiti, Pools, Log Cabins, Wood Beam Restoration, etc. We also offer 

blast cabinet services for much smaller stripping and surface prep.
Find us on
facebook
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OPINION
VIEWS AND COMMENTARY FROM CHARLTON, CHARLTON CITY, CHARLTON DEPOT AND BEYOND

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

 LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important enough to 

tell all our readers to turn to the Opinion 
pages and read your Letters to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Charlton Villager, 

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or e-mail your letters to the editor at 

news@stone bridgepress.news
You’ll need to provide your name and 

place of residence, along with a phone 

number, so we can verify the letter is yours. 
We don’t have a set limit, but if you keep 

it around 600 words or so, you’re going 
to have a better chance at seeing all your 
words in print.

If you want to write a bit longer about a 
particular issue, maybe a guest Your Turn 
column is your cup of tea. If you do that, 
try to keep it between 700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks and/or 
personal attacks are a no-no and could lead 
to your letter not being published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  Start 
writing!

“Rest is not idleness, and to lie some-
times on the grass under trees on a sum-
mer’s day, listening to the murmur of the 
water, or watching the clouds float across 
the sky, is by no means a waste of time.” 

 John Lubbock, “The Use Of Life”

Summer is here. Well, pretty much. 
We think the threat of another snow-
storm is beyond us. As we write this, the 
high will be 80, the windows are open, 
and a warm breeze is hanging about the 
room with a slight scent of lilac. The 
trees are a bright green, with the sound 
of birds singing, the sky is blue and well, 
the day couldn’t be more perfect. 

A day like today has us thinking about 
the summer months ahead, and what 
they will look like. Certainly, work will 
remain busy, but the days are longer, 
affording us more time to do the things 
we love, and the warmer weather tends 
to relax us all. 

We spoke with a few members of our 
staff who shared their favorite things 
about summer. The list varies, which is 
a nod to our versatility. 

One of our Sports writers is looking 
forward to a trip to Tokyo for the 2021 
Summer Olympics. This trek will be his 
third time going, to include the Winter 
Olympics as well. No foreign spectators 
are permitted, so the vibe won’t be quite 
the same, albeit historic. 

He noted, “The Olympics are the best 
athletic event there is. Watching elite 
athletes compete at the highest level is 
amazing. On TV is great, but in person 
is even more incredible.”  

When asked what his most antic-
ipated event to watch is, he replied, 
“Swimming.” 

Our Editor will take advantage of the 
beauty at local lakes and reading books 
on the balcony of his new condo. Of 
course, the perfect summer for him is 
not complete without something to do 
with film. 

“I’m looking forward to going to the 
drive in. I’m not quite ready to sit in a 
theatre for two hours and the fact that 
the drive in near my home is vintage 
makes it even better. I’m all about the 
vintage!” he exclaimed. 

It’s true — there isn’t a movie triv-
ia question from any decade he won’t 
answer correctly. 

One of our reporters, who also doubles 
as an artist, is looking forward to travel, 
gardening and landscaping. 

“Home renovations and event plan-
ning will take priority, but I’m looking 
forward to doing some art installations 
as well,” she said.

When asked about home renovations, 
we needed to clarify whether it was to 
her home, or to her chicken coop that 
looks like the Beverly Hills Wilshire for 
birds. 

Another of our writers will be looking 
forward to climbing as many mountains 
as possible, the more remote the bet-
ter. Being outside deep into the woods 
is where it’s at. It’s such a grounding, 
refreshing activity especially on a 
scorcher of a day when a flowing river 
is close by. 

Summertime 
dreams

JEFF 
BURDICK

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

529 plans: 
More versatile 
than ever

Tips to Keep Cool (naturally)! 
The warm weather sea-

son is finally here, but 
the anticipation of a long, 
hot summer, prompts 
strategies to keep 
cool and comfortable 
throughout the upcom-
ing months.  Before 
you run out to buy a 
new air conditioner, 
read on. The follow-
ing tips are environmental friendly 
ways to keep your cool this season. 
***

Plant a Tree: Trees are not only 
attractive, they provide valuable 
shading and cooling. For quickest 
results, opt for quick growing vari-
eties. According to expert landscap-
ers, just three trees, properly placed 
around a house, can save between 
$100 and $250 annually in cooling and 
heating costs! Need more convincing? 
Consider this fact: Daytime air tem-
peratures can be three to nine degrees 
cooler in tree-shaded neighborhoods. 
***

Fine Vines: Vines also keep your 
house naturally cool. Grown on trel-
lises, vines such as ivy or grapevines 
can shade windows or the whole 
side of a house. The dark and coarse 
leaves also absorb solar radiation. 
***

Concrete Heat: 
Planning to landscape? 
Avoid landscaping with 
lots of unshaded rock, 
cement, or asphalt on 
the south or west sides 
because it increases the 
temperature around 
the house and radi-
ates heat to the house 
after the sun has set 

***
Shady Deal: Shading is a valuable 

weapon in the battle against the heat 
of the summer sun. Shading that 
blocks summertime sun on the east, 
south and west sides of a house, but 
not cool breezes, is an effective way 
to keep your house cooler. Planting 
shade trees, especially on the west 
and south sides of your house can 
improve comfort and increase coolness. 
***

Instant Shade: Erect awnings, porch-
es, or trellises on east, south and west 
sides of a building. This reduces solar 
heat penetration through walls and 
windows, keeping things cool. Note: 
Maintaining a gap between the top of a 
solid surface awning and the side of your 
house helps vent accumulated heat. 
***

Did You Know? A home’s inside 
temperature can rise as much as 

20° F or more if the east and west 
windows and walls are not shaded. 
***

The Grass is Greener: Grass is a great 
natural coolant, and the more lawn you 
have, the greater the cooling benefit. On 
a hot summer day, grass can be up to 14 
degrees cooler than exposed soil, and 
as much as 30 degrees cooler than con-
crete or asphalt! According to experts, 
the front lawns of a block of eight 
average houses have the cooling effect 
of about 70 tons of air conditioning! 
That’s enough to cool 16 average homes. 
*** 

If you use an air conditioner, make 
sure you’re using it to its full advan-
tage. Here are some top tips for opti-
mal operation of your cooling unit: 
* Did you know an air conditioning unit 
operating in the shade uses less electric-
ity than one in the sun? Plant trees or 
shrubs to shade air conditioning units, 
but be sure not to block the airflow. 
* To boost efficiency, use a fan with 
your window air conditioner to circu-
late the cool air throughout the home. 
* Never place lamps or TVs near your 
air conditioning thermostat. The 
heat from these appliances will cause 
the air conditioner to run longer. 
* Be sure to add insulation around 
air conditioning ducts when they 
are located in unconditioned spac-

es such as attics, crawl spaces, and 
garages. Also, check to see that your 
fireplace damper is tightly closed. 
* If your air conditioner is old, the new 
energy efficient models can save you up 
to 50% on your cooling bills. Make sure

**
 

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 
House

Your tips can win you a great dinner 
for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

When it’s okay 
not to be okay

I learned a valuable les-
son this week. I traveled 
to the University of Iowa 
Hospital for my monthly 
meeting with my oncolo-
gist and digestive health 
medical team. For those of 
you unaware, I’m fighting 
stage 4 stomach cancer. It 
was to be a quick in and out meeting 
and I would be on my way home by 3:00. 
Instead, my digestive health profession-
al looked at me for thirty seconds and 
said, “I’m admitting you.”

I didn’t know what to say. “Wait,” was 
the only thing I could force out.

“For what?” She paused. “Until it’s 
too late?”

So, I was admitted and began being 
fed nutrients through a hose placed in 
my nose. Truly a dismal experience. 
As I looked at the bag pumping into my 
stomach, it looked like its contents had 
already been eaten then spit back out. 
No, none of it was a pleasant experience.

Early the next morning, my team 
of oncologists arrived in my room 
and asked, “How are you feeling?” 
My typical reflex answer popped out. 
“Fantastic!” They glanced at each other. 
“Really. I’m feeling great!” I assured 
them. I’m a believer that optimism and 
positive intentions drive good health 
and positive results.

They asked a few basic questions, told 
me they ordered a couple of scans and a 
round of blood tests, then left the room.

The next day, my daughter arrived 
and was sitting with me when the group 
of oncologists came again. “So, how are 
you feeling today, Mr. Moore?”

“Fantastic! I’m feeling great!” once 
again popped out of my mouth. My 
daughter quickly blurted out, “Dad! 
You are not feeling great! These are 
your doctors, and they aren’t looking 
for a motivational speech from you. Tell 
them how you really feel!”

She then looked at the leader of the 
group and said, “Please understand 
that my Dad is a motivational speaker, 
writer of a column titled, Positively 
Speaking and an author of four positive 
books. it’s not his nature to say any-
thing else.”

The question then hit me like an 
Acme Anvil dropped on my head as if 
I were in a Roadrunner cartoon. Is it 
okay, not to be, okay?

It doesn’t mean I’m being negative. 
Maybe it only means I’m giving my 
medical team accurate information to 
help them make sound decisions and to 
help me get better. They needed straight 

talk from me and not a moti-
vational pep talk. People 
who are feeling fantastic are 
not admitted into the hos-
pital.

I took a breath and gave 
them an accurate depiction 
of what I was feeling, which 
was far from fantastic. They 

seemed relieved and said what I was 
describing better reflected the results 
of my test.

I realized at that moment that being 
optimistic does not mean everything is 
perfect. It’s not. It does mean I’ve decid-
ed to focus on the good outcomes rather 
than bad and to allow my mind and 
body to conspire together to help create 
a better reality. I believe optimism and 
a positive mindset are essential compo-
nents to my healing process, but so is 
accuracy in describing my symptoms, 
positive or not.

Admitting I didn’t feel well wasn’t a 
failure to be positive. In fact, not accu-
rately deciding the current condition 
of my health could create an extremely 
negative outcome.

I’m learning that the smart thing to 
do is adjust myself to the reality and 
truth of my health instead of trying to 
make the truth of my condition some-
thing that it’s not. As minor as it is and 
as simple as it sounds, I was unable 
to admit I wasn’t okay. It also doesn’t 
mean I’m giving into a negative diagno-
sis. I’m still fighting with the attitude 
and belief I’m going to beat this cancer 
and I am. It just means my doctors need 
accurate information so they can help 
me win this battle.

This column began while I was lying 
in a hospital bed but is ending with me 
at home and back to my normal routine. 
I’m feeling much better and looking pos-
itively forward to my day. 

Everything about life is a challenge 
and ongoing opportunity to learn. ‘From 
the mouth of babes’ my daughter taught 
me a valuable lesson about creating 
positive outcomes from less than posi-
tive situations when you aren’t feeling 
positive at all.

Like you, I’m still a work in progress. 
I’m still learning. 

It’s okay, not to be okay. 

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com

GARY W. 
MOORE

POSITIVELY 
SPEAKING

If you have children or grandchildren, 
you may already be somewhat familiar 
with the 529 plan, a popular education 
savings vehicle. But you may not have 
kept up with some recent changes in the 
plan’s capabilities and in the education-
al environment in which the plan might 
be used.

Let’s start with the learning environ-
ment. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
colleges and universities switched to 
online classes, or at least to a hybrid of 
in-person and online. And even before 
the pandemic, many schools offered 
remote classes, though obviously not 
to the same extent. But after COVID-
19 subsides, it’s likely that the online 
component will remain an important 
part of higher education. What does this 
“new world” mean for you, when you’re 
saving for college? Will a 529 plan still be 
relevant? 

In a word, yes. First of all, a 529 plan can 
offer tax advantages. Earnings in a 529 
plan are federally tax-free, provided the 
money is used for qualified educational 
expenses. And if you invest in your own 
state’s 529 plan, your contributions may 
be tax deductible. (Withdrawals used for 
expenses other than qualified education 
expenses may be subject to federal and 
state taxes as well as a 10 percent penal-
ty.) Because tax issues for 529 plans can 
be complex, you’ll want to consult with 
your tax advisor before investing.  

Online learning costs are eligible for 
a 529 plan’s tax benefits just as much as 
those incurred from in-person classes. 
Tuition, textbooks, supplies, computers 
and services – all of these should qualify, 
assuming the school meets certain cri-
teria. Also, students enrolled half-time 
or more don’t have to live in a dorm for 
room and board expenses to be covered 
by a 529 plan – they can live in off-cam-
pus housing. However, these room-and-
board costs typically must equal the cost 
of living on campus. Some schools iden-
tify a specific cost for “commuters” or 
“at-home students,” so you will need to 
contact the college directly to determine 
qualified room-and-board costs.

Now, let’s take a quick look at what 
some changes in the rules governing 
529 plans over the past few years might 
mean for you. Eligible expenses from 
your 529 plan include the following:  

K-12 expenses – Parents can withdraw 
up to $10,000 per student, per year, from 
their 529 plan to pay for tuition expenses 
at elementary and secondary schools. 
So, if you intend to send your children 
to a private school, this use of a 529 plan 
might interest you. 

Apprenticeships – 529 plans can be 
used to pay for fees, textbooks, equip-
ment and other supplies connected to 
apprenticeship programs registered 
with the Department of Labor. These 
programs, typically offered at a commu-
nity college, combine classroom instruc-
tion with on-the-job training.

Student loans – Families can with-
draw funds from a 529 plan to repay the 
principal and interest for qualified edu-
cation loans, including federal and most 
private student loans. There’s a lifetime 
limit of $10,000 for student loan repay-
ments per each 529 plan beneficiary and 
another $10,000 for each of the beneficia-
ry’s siblings.

All of these newer uses of 529 plans 
may contain additional guidelines and 
exceptions, and state tax treatment var-
ies, so you’ll want to consult with your 
tax advisor before taking money from 
your account. But it’s valuable for you 
to know the different ways you can put a 
529 plan to work. 

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

Turn To TRAINOR page     A11
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NOTICE OF 
SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLE 

UNDER G.L.C 255 
SECTION 39A

 Notice is hereby given by: Cruise Con-
trol Transportation pursuant to the pro-
visions of G.L.C., Section 39A, that on 
June 18, 2021, at 9:00am at 210 Charl-
ton Rd Sturbridge MA by private sale 
the following  Motor Vehicle will be sold 
to satisfy the garage keeper’s lien for 
storage, towing charges, care and ex-
penses of notices and sale of said ve-
hicle.  Vehicle description: 2019 Toyota 
Prius Prime  Registration#/State: Un-
registered VIN:  JTDKARFP1L3152712
Name and address of vehicle owner: 
Richard Witz of 27 Woodside drive 
Spencer MA 01562
This notice has been given under the 
provisions of G.L.C. 255, Section 39A. 
May 28, 2021
June 4, 2021
June 11, 2021

Wales Zoning Board 
of Appeals  

Public Hearing 
In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch 40A §10 & §11, the Wales 
Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing on June 15th, 2021 at 
the Wales Town Offices at 6:00 PM, 
on the application of Gary Robinson, 
of 111 Union Rd, for a special permit 
in terms of the Town of Wales Zoning 
By-law Sec. 4. 2.. The Town of Wales 
Zoning By-Law Sec. 4.2.2 states “A 
pre-existing non-conforming use or 
structure may not be extended, altered 
or changed except by a special permit 
from the Zoning Board of Appeals.” 
Specifically, the applicant wishes to 
construct an 8’ X 12’addition with a 
handicap accessible ramp onto an ex-
isting structure.  Any person interested 
and wishing to be heard on this appli-
cation should refer to the town website 
(www.townofwales.net) under zoning 
board agenda for the above date to 

participate virtually. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please email 
planning@townofwales.net
May 28, 2021
June 4, 2021

NOTICE OF SALE
Lein Sale

Request a Notice of Lein Sale be Pub-
lished on the following listed Units
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 134 William Belanger 
PO Box 741
Southbridge, MA 01550
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 144 Greg Szalay
P.O. Box 814
Charlton, MA 01507
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 204 John Zmayefski
11 Walsh St
Auburn, MA 01501
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 392 Brian Blanchette
105 Howe St. / P.O. Box 379

East Brookfield, MA 01515
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 381 Armstrong Opoku
142 Brookfield Rd
Charlton, MA 01507
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 435 Chris Bouchard
28 Podunk Rd
Sturbridge, MA 01566
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 621 Dianna Curran
4304 Newbury Dr.
Troy, NY 12180
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 712 Melissa Reilly
15B Old Country Rd.
Holland, MA 01521
LEIN SALE WILL BE HELD:
Date: 6/16/21
Time: 12 Noon
Location: 94 Brookfield Rd., Charlton 
MA 01507
May 28, 2021
June 4, 2021

LEGALS

A family fishing trip
Stripers are in everywhere along 

the coast and in tributaries, and are 
chasing baitfish like porgies and her-
ring. There are a lot of big fish in the 
schools of stripers, but unfortunately, 
they cannot be retained by recreational 
fishermen. Only stripers in the slot size 
of 28 inches and 35 inches are legal to 
keep. This regulation has hurt a lot of 
charter boats, resulting in lost revenue 
from fewer anglers booking reserva-
tions. They are also being hit by the loss 
of mates for their boats because many 
have left to find steady employment 
from other jobs during the pandem-
ic, and they are not coming back. One 
charter boat captain said he has very 
few bookings, because he has lost his 
mates, and hiring new ones is almost 
impossible. 

With Memorial Day weekend only a 
few days away, nutty behavior at the 
boat ramps is sure to be the same as 
in previous years. Boaters need to be 
respectful of other boaters waiting to 
launch their boats, and if someone is 
having a problem launching his or her 
boat, offering to help is often appreci-
ated. Boaters should never back onto 
a boat ramp if they are not ready to 
launch. Getting the boat ready prior 
to launch should always be done prior 
to backing onto the boat ramp! Actual 
launch time should take no more than 
five minutes or less. Be aware that there 
is always someone with an attitude 
waiting to launch their boat. Don’t ruin 
your day and your family’s day by get-
ting into a shouting match or a physical 
fight with him. It is not worth it.  

This past week, my brother and I 
were invited to go on a fishing trip with 
my nephew, Captain Mel True of Fish 
Net Charters! Mel left his high paying 
job at CVS to fulfill his dream of becom-
ing a boat captain. He took a job with 
On The Water Magazine for a short 
time and then made the move to start 
his charter boat business. He never 

looked back, and has become a highly 
respected boat Captain on the North & 
South Shore. He loves to document his 
clients fishing trips, and is well educat-
ed in photography.      

It was a nice crisp morning when 
my brother Ken picked me up at 4:30 
a.m.!  Captain Mel lives in Freetown, 
Mass., which is only an hour’s drive 
to his house. We arrived on time, and 
Mel had his boat and trailer hooked up 
to his pickup truck that is well painted 
with his name, and sponsors of fishing 
tackle. His 25-foot boat is powered by a 
Yamaha 350 hp motor. Unloading the 
boat only took minutes and we were on 
our way to the fishing grounds. It was 
not long before we were traveling close 
to 40 miles per hour, arriving at our first 
fishing spot in less than 30 minutes. As 
soon as we stopped the boat Mel walked 
up to the bow of the boat to place his 
new electric motor into the water. The 

motor is programed into his GPS, and 
automatically holds the boat at the fish-
ing hot spot. Although he has an anchor 
on board, it is rarely used because of the 
new motor.  “Technology.”   

As soon as I dropped my jig to the 
bottom, I had a fish on. It was a nice 
seabass and I was ready to place it in 
the cooler. Captain Mel motioned me 
to throw it back! It is a female, and he 
does not like to include them in his 
daily catch. My brother Ken reeled in 
a nice seabass, and was told to toss it 
back. We will be catching much larger 
fish than that Captain Mel stated: “It 
seems as though we are on a catch and 
release fishing trip!” Ken complied to 
the captain’s request! It was constant 
lock and load on seabass and a couple of 
tautog mixed in retaining only a couple 
of fish! “Be patient,” Mel replied, “you 
will catch bigger fish than those you 
threw back.”

Time to move to a new spot! After 
bringing the motor back into the boat, 
we were soon on our way to a new 
spot. Mel wanted to catch a few Scaup 
for a client, so we rigged our lures and 
small pieces of squid onto the hooks. 
The scaup were decent size with some 
extra-large called sea scaup. I have tried 
them, and do not like there taste, but 
many people love them. After filling a 
five-gallon pail with scaup, we rigged 
our rods with jigs. Mel has his own line 
of fishing rods, that make my fishing 
rods look antique. It was not long before 
we started catching seabass and tautog, 
but the jumbo seabass never material-
ized. We were more than happy to catch 
our limit of seabass that were nice size 
and great for the eating. A few nice 
tautog were mixed in but there were so 
many seabass on the bottom feeding, 
the tautog were outnumbered. 

After a few hours of fishing, this writ-
er quit. The captain could see that we 
were fished out, and were ready for the 
trip home. Gosh! I wish I was 20 years 
younger.  

West Hill Dam is taking reservations 
for small parties like birthdays, grad-
uations, anniversaries, etc. To reserve 
your date, you can call Viola at the 
Dam Headquarters. Reservations cost 
$75. A new road is being planned for the 
Harringtons pool area, but until then it 
is nice to see the area being used! 

The Whitinsville Fish & Game club is 
planning an “Italian Night” at the club 
on June19. It is going to be there first in 
house supper since the Pandemic. Be 
sure to get your tickets early. Only 60 
tickets will be available for the in-house 
dining. Another 25 will be sold for to-go 
meals. Check it out on their Web site.

Fresh water fishing has been very 
good for largemouth bass fishing. One 
angler was fishing from his canoe and 
caught numerous largemouth bass and 
calico bass trolling small Rapala plugs. 
Shiners and small surface frogs are also 
catching some impressive fish. 

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Photo Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Ken True with a nice seabass caught last week in Buzzards Bay.

Tips for raised bed 
and elevated gardening success

Raised beds and elevated gardens pro-
vide easier access to gardens and can 
increase space available for growing veg-
etables and flowers. You will enjoy con-
venience and easy access when includ-
ing one or more in your landscape or on 
your patio, deck, or balcony.  

Providing proper care for these elevat-
ed planting spaces will ensure the biggest 
possible harvest and a growing season 
filled with beautiful flowers. Adapting 
planting strategies and care to fit the 
needs of these unique growing spaces 
can help reduce maintenance. 

It starts with creating and maintain-
ing a healthy growing foundation. Fill 
your raised beds with a quality plant-
ing mix composed mostly of topsoil and 
compost. Or create your own planting 
mix with lasagna and Hugelkultur tech-
niques.  These methods allow you to 
convert plant trimmings, compost, and 
a minimal amount of soil into a quality 
planting mix. 

Elevated gardens are basically con-
tainers on legs and usually filled with a 
quality, soilless planting mix. The lighter 
weight makes it much more suitable for 
this type of gardening. Look for a product 
that provides drainage yet retains mois-
ture. Both features are important when 
gardening in smaller volumes of soil. 

Make sure you have easy access to 

water and your gardens have means for 
excess water to drain. The limited soil 
mass and increased exposure to wind, 
heat and sunlight make planting mixes 
dry out more quickly than in-ground 
beds. Always water thoroughly to 
encourage deep, more drought tolerant 
roots. 

Extend the time between watering 
by as much as 25% with the help of a 
sustainable, organic product like Wild 
Valley Farms’ wool pellets (wildval-
leyfarms.com). Made from wool waste, 
these pellets absorb and retain moisture 
releasing it when needed by the plants.

Purchase an elevated garden with 
wheels or add casters to the legs if you 
need to move your garden out of the way 
for entertaining. Take advantage of the 
added mobility to move your planter into 
the sun or shade as needed throughout 
the season.

Employ space saving techniques to 
maximize your gardens productivity. 
Space plants just far enough apart to 
reach their mature size. Plant quick-ma-
turing vegetables like radishes, lettuce 
and beets between tomatoes, peppers and 
other vegetables that take longer to reach 
full size and start producing. You will be 
harvesting the short season vegetables 
just as the bigger plants need the space. 

Look for compact flower and vegetable 
varieties that allow you to make the most 
of every square inch of these gardens. 
All-America Selections winner Patio 
Choice Yellow Cherry tomato produces 
up to 100 tomatoes on an eighteen-inch 
plant. Mascotte compact bush bean and 
Patio Pride peas are big producers suited 
to these and small space gardens.

Extend your enjoyment and harvest 
with succession plantings. Fill vacant 
spaces left once a row or block of vegeta-

bles are harvested.  Freshen up ornamen-
tal plantings by replacing weather worn 
flowers with healthy new selections. Add 
more planting mix along with wool pel-
lets if needed. 

Train vining plants onto trellises or 
other supports to save space and reduce 
the risk of disease. Dress them up by 
allowing trailing herbs and flowers to 
cascade over the edge of these planting 
beds. 

Increasing growing success and reduc-
ing maintenance will make raised beds 
and elevated gardens a practical and 
productive addition to your gardening 

endeavors.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, includ-
ing Small Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything”DVD series and the nation-
ally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was 
commissioned by Wild Valley Farms for 
her expertise to write this article. Myers’ 
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Photo Melinda Myers

Get the most out of your elevated garden by spacing plants just far enough apart to reach 
their mature size.
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Your Ad Here
Call Today!

CATEGORY OF YOUR CHOICE 

To advertise in 
The Local  

Service Provider Directory 

Contact June  
at 508-909-4062  

Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$300
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
 Fully Insured

HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre 

 Proprietor  

No Job or Problem  
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com

Fully Insured

GENERAL LANDSCAPING 
with Mowing, Shrub Trimming and Mulch

Walks, Walls and New Lawns

Jon’s Lawns & 
Harrison Landscaping

(508) 248-5488 
www.harrisonlandscaping.com

Experience • Insured • Dependable • Affordable

LANDSCAPING

Looking For A Few More  
Regular Mowing Accounts

SERVICES OFFERED:
 • Mowing weekly or twice per month
 • Spring & Fall clean-ups
 • Fertilization
 • Shrub pruning, planting & mulching
 • Hardscaping: walks, walls, & patios

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com
508-864-9708 l 508-347-7499

Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands Sales & Service

In-Home and In-shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated since 1978.  
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

Now Selling WEBER Grills 
Instant Financing Available

LOCAL 
SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

OBITUARIES
Daniel S. Cote, 42

SOUTHBRIDGE (formerly from 
Oakham) - Daniel S. Cote, 42, died 
Monday, May 10, 2021 at his home after 
a courageous battle with ALS.

Dan is survived 
by his wife, who 
was the love of his 
life for the past 18 
years, Christine M. 
(Ducharme) Cote.  He 
is also survived by his 
sons, Joshua Michael 
Cote of Southington, 
CT, and Senior 

Airman Randal Wyatt Cote, USAF, of 
Colorado Springs, CO; two stepsons, 
Jesse John Fanion of Leicester, MA, 
and Cody Michael Fanion of Sterling, 
MA; his parents, Leo H. and Margaret 
“Peg” A. (Lynch) Cote, Jr., of Charlton, 
MA; his brother, John Michael Cote 
and his wife Karen of Dudley, MA; and 
many nieces and nephews.

Dan graduated from Bay Path High 
School in 1996.  Dan was an accom-
plished Journeyman Sprinkler Fitter 
and held licenses in MA & RI.  He worked 
for Cintas Fire Protection for 13 years 
and was most recently employed by 
Johnson Controls Fire Protection.  Dan 
loved his trade.  He enjoyed teaching 
the apprentices and was the “go to” per-
son for any code questions.

Dan’s happy place was in the 

woods.  He had a passion for deer hunt-
ing and would get “buck fever” as fall 
approached every year as he looked 
forward to hunting with his friends in 
Maine.  Dan also spent “many” week-
ends in the woods on his tractor; felling 
trees, cutting and splitting his own fire 
wood, always ending the day with a 
whiskey and ginger.  Dan enjoyed cook-
ing on the smoker and grill and hav-
ing family and friends over for barbe-
cues. He enjoyed classic country music, 
watching the Red Sox and he lived life 
to the fullest. He will forever be in our 
hearts.

We are so very grateful for Ron 
Hoffman of Compassionate Care ALS, 
Linda Medeiros, Palliative Care Nurse 
from Commonwealth Care Alliance 
and Paulette Hallihan, Hospice Nurse 
from VNA Care for helping us navi-
gate through an extremely difficult time 
with love and compassion. 

If you would like to make a contribu-
tion in Dan’s memory, please donate to 
Compassionate Care ALS , PO Box 1052, 
West Falmouth, MA  02574 or online 
at ccals.org

A Celebration of Life will be held at a 
later date.

Sansoucy Funeral Home, 40 Marcy 
Street, Southbridge, MA 01550 is assist-
ing with arrangements. www.sansoucy-
funeral.com

Ann Louise Moran, 95
Ann Louise Moran, 95, a resident of 

The Overlook in Charlton MA, died 
peacefully in her sleep on May 15th.  

She was the widow 
of Edward Thomas 
Moran Jr. Ann was 
born January 31, 1926, 
in Brooklyn NY to the 
late John Merschrod 
and May Weaver 
Merschrod both of 
Queens, NY. She 
graduated from Pratt 

Institute in 1946, achieving the Bronze 
Award the highest student achievement 
for her class.

Ann was a professional artist through-
out her life, creating over 800 paintings, 
her specialty being wildflowers in oil.  
During her lifetime she exhibited wide-
ly, and her works are in private and 
institutional collections throughout the 
United States. Ann also taught oil paint-
ing in her studio galleries in Oyster 
Bay, Long Island and in Warwick, NY. 
The Arthur A. Kaplan Co published 
four of her prints which were sold inter-
nationally. In 1983, she was featured 
in a Pallet Talk magazine article. Ann 
was a member of the  American Artists 
Professional League and the Lyme Art 

Association.
She leaves her three children E. 

Thomas Moran of Plattsburgh, NY, 
Kathleen (Moran) Bleau of Purcellville, 
VA, and James David Moran of 
Charlton, MA. She also leaves six grand-
children and five great grandchildren. 
Funeral services will be held online 
on Friday, May 21, 2021, at 2:00 PM. In 
lieu ohttps://zoom.us/j/91913385761?p-
wd=eGJwb1I0dWQ4TEZTTURob2RaR-
EFIUT09f flowers, donations may be 
made in her memory to the New Century 
Foundation of the First Congregational 
Church of Woodstock ,CT. 06281, or 
The Overlook at 88 Masonic Home Rd. 
Charlton MA 01507.

The Funeral Service will be Friday. 
May 21. 2021, at the 2:00 PM in the 
Charlton Federated Church. Main St., 
Charlton, and online athttps://zoom.
us/j/91913385761?pwd=eGJwb1I0dWQ-
4TEZTTURob2RaREFIUT09.  Burial 
will follow in the Woodstock Cemetery 
(Next to the Congregational Church).

The ROBERT J. MILLER-
CHARLTON FUNERAL HOME , 175 
Worcester Rd,  Rd., Charlton, MA. To 
leave an online condolence, please visit: 
RJMillerfunerals.net

Matthew Benway, 50
Matthew Benway died January 27, 

2001 at home after a brief illness.
He is survived by 

his fiancé Shantay 
Sampson and her 
two boys Justin and 
Jeffrey, 13, moth-
er Sheila Benway, 
step-mother Brenda 
Benway, father David 
Benway, sister Nicole 
Elledge and her hus-

band Elden Elledge, step-sister Laura 
Hoagland and husband Charles, broth-
er Jesse Jones and his wife Kathy. His 
two most loved son, Isaiah 18 and L.J. or 
Zack Kirkley, 16. Even though he didn’t 
see them or his many nieces and neph-
ews, often, he asked many times to tell 
them how much he loved them.

Matt grew up in Charlton, MA going 
to grammar school and Shepherd Hill 
High School, actively participating in 
soccer, baseball and football. 

His lifetime career as a Mechanic 
started at the West Side of the Turnpike 
Garage in Charlton, MA to many garag-

es in Vicksburg, Mississippi.
After leaving Massachusetts, at 19, 

his job at Stevens Service Center in 
Vicksburg gave him the opportuni-
ty to work on the Daytona 500 races 
on the wrecking crew. There he met 
many of the drivers and saw their race 
cars. His last place of employment was 
at Mac Haik’s dealership in Jackson, 
Mississippi earning his ASE certifica-
tion. Matt loved his job and all the peo-
ple he worked with.

His strong Christian faith that he 
boldly professed carried him through 
the darkest of times and happy times 
as well.

Matt will be missed by his family and 
friends, knowing that he loved them as 
well, as he rests in his heavenly father’s 
arms.

Services were held in Vicksburg, 
Mississippi where he lived before mov-
ing to Jackson, Mississippi.

Messages can be submitted on his 
obituary page at Glenwood Funeral 
Home, Vicksburg, Mississippi

in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route 131 
across the town common 
in historic Sturbridge. 
Because I’m in the busi-
ness of dispensing tips, 
not inventing them 
(although I can take cred-

it for some), I’m counting 
on you readers out there 
to share your best helpful 
hints!

Please note the contest 
had been suspended due 
to COVID restrictions for 
seating in restaurants.  
It is expected to start up 
again in June. All entries 
have been collected and 
will be entered into an 
upcoming drawing.

Do you have a helpful 
hint or handy tip that has 

worked for you? Do you 
have a question regarding 
household or garden mat-
ters? If so, why not share 
them with readers of 
Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn. 

TRAINOR
continued from page    A8

the design was needed to put together a 
final plan to bring to the public later 
in the year, one that they hope will 
be within the cost parameters citizens 
expect but also provide a much-needed 
replacement for the aging facilities cur-
rently housing the fire apparatus.  

“We know this will cost us less than 
a public safety building, we just don’t 

know how much lower,” said Barton. 
“This vote, if it passes, will just allow us 
to continue the design and we will come 
back before the citizens in October with 
the presentation of what we gathered 
for information as to what this cost is 
going to be.”

In the end despite being brought up 
for a revote and earning more support 
than the first tally the article failed 
a second time in an 85 to 47 decision, 
three votes shy of the required two-
third majority. 

FIRE STATION
continued from page A1

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

DUDLEY – 19 Progress Ave!  NEW CONSTRUCTION! LEBEL Builders! 2,206’ 8 Rm Split! 
Many Customized Features! Set on a 14,000’ Lot! Features 3 Generous Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, OPEN 
FLOOR PLAN, Kit, Dining & Living Rm w/Hrdwd Flrs & SOARING CATHEDRAL CEILINGS! Liv 
Rm w/LP Gas Frplc! Granite Kit w/Abundant White Cabinetry, 6’ Center Isl & Stainless 
Appliances! Master Suite w/Large Walk-in Closet, Master Bath w/Tile Shower & Dble Sinks! Full 
Hall Bath! Spacious Lower Level Fam Rm w/Great Entertaining Space & 1/2 Bath! 2 Car Garage! 
LP Gas Heat & Central Air! Expert Craftsmanship & Appeal throughout, Truly Unique! Builder 
w/Yrs of Experience Delivering High End Homes! The Detail & Quality of Work Will Speak 
for Itself! Lot’s Cleared & Construction Starting Shortly! Worth the Wait! $469,000.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 11 Henry Road! Bates Point - Middle Pond + Panoramic Views + Western Exposure = Beautiful Sunsets! Never 2 the Same! 3,184’ 
9 Room Fully Furnished Colonial Built from the Ground Up as a New Home in 2005! This Home Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 of which are Master Suites, 1 
of which Overlooks the Lake, 4.5 Bathrooms, 2 of which have Separate Showers & Whirlpool Tubs, 3 of which have Double Granite Vanities, 2 Complete 
Granite/Stainless Kitchens! The First Floor Open Floor Plan with Hardwood Floors Features an Eat-in Kitchen with LP Gas Jenn-Air Range, Double Drawer 
Dishwasher & Trash Compactor! Spacious Formal Dining Room with Crown Moldings & Chair Rails! Lake Facing Great Room/Living Room with Gas Fireplace, 
Wet Bar with Bottle Cooler, Surround Sound & Slider to Composite Deck! Half Bath with Laundry Closet! The Second Floor with 4 Bedrooms! Comfortable 
Front 16x16 and Back 17x17 Masters with Tray Ceilings, Recessed Lighting, Ceiling Fans, Surround Sound & Full Tile/Granite Bathrooms! Full Hall Bath 
for the other 2 Bedrooms! Fully Finished Walk-out Lower Level with Full Summer Kitchen, Family Room with Gas Fireplace, Surround Sound, Slider to 
Paver Patio & Full Bath! Buderus 3 Zone Oil Heat! 3 Zone Air Conditioning! Central Vac! Security! 2 Car Heated Garage! Boat Dock! $1,099,900.00

SOLD

DUDLEY – 12 Susan Drive! Ideal 7 Rm Split! Beautifully Landscaped 18,615’ Lot 
including a Heated In-Ground Pool w/Pool House! Fully Applianced Kitchen w/Corian 
Counters, Island, Hrdwd Floor & Door to the Deck! Dining Rm w/Hrdwds & Slider 
to Deck overlooking the Pool! Living Rm w/Bay Window, Brick Fireplace w/Wood 
Pellet Insert & Fujitsu Wall Mount A/C Spilt Unit! 3 Comfortable Bdrms all w/
Double Closets, Spacious 12x16’ Master! Hallway Full Bathrm w/Skylight & Door 
to the Master! Lower Level 13x24’ Family Rm w/Recessed Lighting! Convenient 
Half Bath! 2 Car Heated Garage! Many 2018 Updates – Roof, Siding, Windows, 
Buderus Furnace, Hot Water Super Store, Oil Tank & Pool Liner! Out Back a 
Garden Area & Storage Shed! Town Services! Won’t Last! $339,000.00

WEBSTER LAKE - South Pond! 
35 Hall Road! In a Quite Cove 
Protected from the Storm! 8 Rm, 
3 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Cape! Applianced 
Kit, Din Rm, Spacious Liv Rm, 
Huge Master w/Bath! Central 
AC! Listed by Another, SOLD 
by Lake Realty! $460,000.00

WEBSTER – 44 Sunny Ave! Sought 
After Neighborhood! 7 Room 1,632’ 
Colonial! 1st Flr Features Open Flr 
Plan, Kit w/Isl, Din Area, Fam Rm, 
Frplcd Liv Rm, 1.5 Baths! 2nd Flr w/3 
Bedrooms & Bathrm! 2.5 Baths Total! 
Tile Flrs Throughout! LPGas Heat & Hot 
Water! Town Services! $289,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious 
Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door 
Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen 
with Viking Gas Range, Sub-Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining Room, Fireplace 
Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom 
with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler 
System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $2,149,900.00

SOLD

ON DEPOSIT

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW PRICE

NEW LISTINGON DEPOSIT

FEATURED PROPERTY!

 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-
loaf Hill. 1000+/- ft of road frontage 
 ON DEPOSIT! $200,000 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE. 
 $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

Estate Sale! Scenic View of Beautiful Webster Lake! 
Boardering Stone Walls! Split Level! 3 Bedrooms, 
Kitchen, Dining Rm, Hollywood Bath! Master Bedroom 
& Master Bath. Fireplaced Living Room! Finished Lower 
Level w/1/2 Bath, Garage. “Salt Water” Inground Pool. 
 $319,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

large 3 Family- a rare find! 1st Floor spacious 
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom 
apartments Walkout basement to off street park-
ing.  $289,900.

Webster Lake - 100 Lakeside Ave 
WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL 
SUNSETS! Extraordinary Waterfront Contemporary! 
Architect designed with Lake Living in mind, Custom 
Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding 
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely 
situated on a .25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake 
frontage! Enhanced by a all natural shoreline! All you need 
to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 story foyer, cozy 
fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining , 
formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest 
BR Suite w/private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced 
lake-facing corner master suite w/luxurious private bath, 3 
more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Special! Re-
member, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster - 401 Treasure Island Condo
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island Townhouse! UNIT# 401 end unit. Year round en-
joyment! Quiet summers on big & beautiful Webster Lake! 6 Rooms Applianced 
Kitchen. Open Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & Carpet. Master Bed-
room, W/2 Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to 
the Patio! Central Air! Central Vac! Very efficient natural gas heat & hot Water! 2 
Boat Slips D10 & D11 in the Private Marina. Heated Pool! Natural Sandy Beach! 
 $439,000.

WATERFRONT  THOMPSON - BECOLA RD

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER • 9 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE  

Beautiful CAPE! Enormous amount of updates. New Asphalt Shingles, 
& 8 New Skylights!.. 4 Bedrooms! 3 - 1/2 Baths! 24 x 26 Great Rm w/
Gas Fireplace! Master Suite w/”Spa Like” Bath & Soaking Tub!WHAT 
MORE COULD YOU WANT? INGROUND POOL? OK!! has that TOOl! All 
Painted! SS Appliances. New Tankless Hot Water Boiler. $467,000

SORRY, SOLD!

A SELLER’S MARKET 
is continuing into year 2021! 

�inking of selling, NOW is the time! Call us, your neighborhood Real Estate 
Professionals, for a FREE OPINION of VALUE - NO strings attached. 

Do business where the business is being done! 

WEBSTER - 99 UPPER GORE ROAD

Location! Scenic Upper Gore! “BIRDS 
EYE VIEW” of Webster Lake! Spacious 
Tr-Level. 2,279 sf., 4 BRS,1 full Bath, 2 
half baths. Inground pool. 2 Car Garage

$275,000. 

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 155 THOMPSON ROAD

Terrific opportunity for one Large business or 
Several businesses. 4784 st bldg. Zoned B5. Off 
I395 exit 1. High Traffic & Visibility. Excellent 
Location! assisted sale  $695,000.

SORRY, SOLD!
SORRY, SOLD!

Have a pleasant and safe 
Memorial Day Weekend!  

Honor those who have served 
to uphold our republic of the 

United States.

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

Dudley: 3 Units, Sided, Natural woodwork,  
2-3 bedroom in 2 units, 3rd unit - 2-3 bedroom, 

O�-street parking, Fantastic yard.
42 Mill St ~ $379,900

DUDLEY 
Great location!  

Great Schools! Lower Taxes!

Room for everyone,  
Family room, Living room,  

3-4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Lower Level “Man 
Cave”, Fenced in yard, Town Services

2 Ellis St. ~ $324,900

REAL ESTATE 
COFFEE HOUR
Saturday, June 5th

Noon to 1pm
21 Scho�eld Ave. 

Dudley
Join Maria & JoAnn to learn about the 

“Homes for Heroes” program. 
Seating limited. Reserve you place.

REAL ESTATE

Whatever Your Style,
Find it in the 

Real Estate Section
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Dorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 DorrindaSellsHomes.com

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

I SOLD 49 HOMES LAST YEAR!

Let me Sell your home! I believe in  

delivering exceptional service to my clients. 

I would love to have you as a client.

CALL Direct
978-434-1990

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$159,578,930.00  SOLD

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

MEMORIAL DAY
REMEMBER & HONOR

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

FREE OPEN HOUSE 
LISTINGS 

when you advertise  
in this section

Worcester State announces 2021 graduates
WORCESTER — Worcester State 

University congratulates the following 
local students who recently graduated 
with the Class of 2021.

Bachelor of Arts                        
Auburn: Anthony A. DiPietro, Renae 

M. Renihan (Magna Cum Laude), Sean 
M. Sullivan (Cum Laude)

Brookfield: Mia E. Wilbur
Charlton: Matthew A. Lovely, 

Johanna E. Riddle (Cum Laude)
Douglas: Angela M. Woodford (Magna 

Cum Laude)
Dudley: Jake E. Look, Amanda 

Pecyna, Wendy D. Storm, Keara L. 
Vangel

East Brookfield: Ciara A. Haddad 
(Cum Laude)

Grafton: Brendan S. Smith
Leicester: Hawraa H. Chreim (Summa 

Cum Laude), Merrick T. Jarmulowicz 
(Magna Cum Laude), Josie R. Lavin, 
Mac T. Rice, Jaymi-Lyn Souza (Summa 
Cum Laude), Brett R. Willand

Milford: Jaclyn I. Delmonico
Millbury: Mitchell T. Moss
North Brookfield: Kalie E. Harding, 

Liberty H. MacMillan (Cum Laude)
North Grafton: Patrick B. Young 

(Magna Cum Laude)
North Oxford: Zachary E. Alicandro 

(Cum Laude), Heather M. Hibbard 
(Summa Cum Laude)

Northbridge: Sean C. Otoole (Cum 
Laude), Jocelyn E. Stokowski

Rochdale: Gina M. Endres (Magna 
Cum Laude), Selena M. Sheldon

Southbridge: Ryan R. Berry, Sofia G. 
Melendez-Rojas

Spencer: Michael J. Dow (Magna 
Cum Laude), Joshua D. Dukes, Kassidy 
R. Murphy, Alexandra Rodriguez, Seth 
M. Wesinger

Sturbridge: David J. Novack (Summa 
Cum Laude), Kathryn E. Staples (Cum 
Laude)

Sutton: Aidan Lucey
Upton: Mercedes R. Tredeau (Cum 

Laude)
Uxbridge: Baron V. Horwath
Webster: Amanda L. Collins, Sarah B. 

Curry (Cum Laude)
Whitinsville: Dylan D. Murray, Julia 

L. VandenAkker (Cum Laude)

Bachelor of Science                     
Auburn: Samantha L. Brabbs (Cum 

Laude), Elizabeth J. Cedrone, Colleen 
M. Cutting, Deanna A. Dalli (Magna 
Cum Laude), Quynh D. Doan (Magna 
Cum Laude), Sarah P. Fahey, Alexandra 
E. Giaquinto (Cum Laude), Nathaniel 
G. Hopper, Jenna L. Lanciault, Nora 
D. LeBlanc (Cum Laude), Engy L. 
Mena (Cum Laude), Aleen M. Merzoian 
(Magna Cum Laude), Monika Mularski 
(Magna Cum Laude), Jeison R. Ortega, 
Tyler M. Rano, Emelyn C. Rivera, 
Amanda N. Roux (Magna Cum Laude), 
Victoria L. Simonian, Brianna L. 
Stomski (Cum Laude), Monica K. Tran 
(Cum Laude), Steven J. Wallace, Allison 
J. Woeller (Summa Cum Laude)

Blackstone: Amanda S. Alves, Faith 
L. Gudaitis

Brimfield: Heather E. Larson, 
Kassandra Sanchez, Anita J. Swift 
(Magna Cum Laude)

Brookfield: Eleanor M. Blodgett (Cum 
Laude)

Charlton: Susan Burtchell (Summa 

Cum Laude), Matthew P. Carpenter, 
Kylie E. Chupka (Magna Cum Laude), 
Jonathan T. Foley, Megan R. Greenough 
(Cum Laude), Marc S. Jansson, Hayley 
M. Johnston, Angela M. Kaperonis, 
Donald R. Mahan, III, Krystal A. 
Marment, Emily M. Provasoli, Daniel 
J. Soloperto

Charlton City: Julia L. Fitzpatrick 
(Summa Cum Laude)

Cherry Valley: Alejandro Diaz
Douglas: Holly J. Eplite, Kayla R. 

Finnegan, Meghan L. Foley (Summa 
Cum Laude), Melissa E. Landry, 
Grace M. Lapan (Cum Laude), Isabel 
M. Mazzarella (Cum Laude), Tyler P. 
Schwalbe

Dudley: Amanda J. Babbitt (Magna 
Cum Laude), Sara Budic, Megan F. 
Gatsogiannis (Summa Cum Laude), 
Juliet L. Helock (Cum Laude), Lauren 
E. Jachimczyk, Amanda Lane (Cum 
Laude), Jessica N. Moore, Aisha L. 
Mufti, Eric W. Norman, Jenise Richard, 
Benjamin R. White

East Brookfield: William J. Mitchell, 
Erin G. Parker (Cum Laude), Matthew 
P. Toomey

East Douglas: Rachel E. Dixson (Cum 
Laude), Jeffrey W. White

Grafton: Jenna E. Arbogast, Elizabeth 
G. DeCosta, Isabelle L. GianDomenico, 
Dana M. Rivard, Kelly A. Sugarman 
(Cum Laude), Rainiery Tavarez

Holland: William J. Fonner, Alexis J. 
Palmer

Leicester: Kelsey K. Allen, Madisyn 
N. Constantine, Kelley A. Hall, Amy 
R. Kaiser, Mackenzie A. Lavin (Cum 
Laude), Judy Le (Magna Cum Laude), 
Anthony M. Madonna (Cum Laude), 
Heidi M. Morin, Meagan M. Perro 
(Summ Cum Laude), Christian K. 
Robert, Juljana Senko, Shavaun A. 
Thomas

Milford: Dominick R. Benjamin 
(Summa Cum Laude), Michael P. 
Branch, Caitlin E. Cafarella (Cum 
Laude), Taylor A. Coady, Lucas E. 
Ferreira, Katelyn E. Halloran, Geoff 
R. Pironti, Joseph L. Pryor, Isaiah S. 
Ramirez (Cum Laude)

Millbury: Jonathan F. Beaudoin, 
Adam N. Bengtson, Kayla A. 
Branowicki, Juan M. Brunelle (Cum 
Laude), Antoinette Cabral, Emilee E. 
Gaimari, Nicholas J. Gallo, Sara A. 
Gluchacki, Pauline M. Holland, Dimitri 
M. Kambouris, Alfred Koroma, Andre F. 
Lopes (Cum Laude), Brian W. Mulhern

Millville: Earl R. Bassett, Ryan M. 
DelGizzi, Natasha M. Deschenes, Jenna 
A. Eddy, Lonnie J. Jackson

North Brookfield: Tyler J. Davis, 
Madison J. Parker (Cum Laude), Megan 
M. Quigley (Summa Cum Laude), Tory 
E. Zalauskas (Cum Laude)

North Grafton: Mia C. Couto (Cum 
Laude), Anton Elkomos (Cum Laude)

North Oxford: Mina L. Carrabba, 
Rebecca Smith, Rachel E. Stelmach 
(Magna Cum Laude)

Northbridge: Nicole M. Ballard, 
McKena L. Hendriks, Megan M. Mattox 
(Cum Laude), Michael D. Mattox 
(Magna Cum Laude), Cameron J. 
Richards (Magna Cum Laude)

Oxford: Sean M. Battista, Cameron 
J. Caracciolo, Chelsea Fargnoli, 
Amanda D. Gevry (Magna Cum Laude), 
Nicholas R. Iudiciani, Elizabeth L. 
Lambert, Alexander J. Lemovitz, 

Shaun M. McCarthy, Maci C. Melendy, 
Alexis N. Melton (Cum Laude), Fatima 
Nadeem (Magna Cum Laude), Arianna 
E. Navedo, Jackeline Saez, David M. 
Turner, Julianne E. Welsh (Magna 
Cum Laude)

Paxton: Seth A. Fitzgerald (Magna 
Cum Laude), Brian P. Hackett (Cum 
Laude), Ryan T. Kilcourse, Ethan P. 
Miller, Kassandra K. Phaneuf, Kathleen 
M. Powers, Jordan P. Turgeon

Rochdale: Anna P. Bachman, Justin 
P. Connor, Kelci T. Dorr, Michelle J. 
Medeiros, Sarah N. Morrissey, Sarah 
N. Mott

South Grafton: Daniel M. Keller 
(Summa Cum Laude)

Southbridge: Dannielle J. Gilroy, 
Johanna L. Marrero, Lemis A. 
Melendez, Dante I. Ortiz, Nicholas G. 
Ramsdell, Rebbecca Rivera, Joseph P. 
Stella, Marissa L. Stuart (Cum Laude)

Spencer: Megan G. Askew, Christina 
R. Berard, Colby S. Brennan (Cum 
Laude), Tyler J. Clayfield, Zabrina 
A. DeLaura, Rachel M. Duda, Eric R. 
Fyrberg (Summa Cum Laude), Jaymee 
L. Hayes (Cum Laude), Heidi M. 
Jackson, John A. Kingston, Alexandria 
Kuchinski, Jessica L. Lascom, Emily 
M. Letendre, Abigail L. Meyer (Cum 
Laude), Kimarilis Ojeda (Cum Laude), 
Whitney L. Perry, Laura L. Piccirillo, 
Rachael L. Thibeault (Cum Laude), 
Selena M. Wilson

Sturbridge: Cayce R. Pappas (Magna 
Cum Laude), Owen A. Trifone, Patrick 
P. Waugh, Taylor R. Whittredge

Sutton: Antea V. Alexander, Haley 
R. Brown (Cum Laude), Riley J. Brown 
(Summa Cum Laude), Sydney E. Cortes, 
Jillian M. Dombroski (Cum Laude), 
Maeve C. Donovan, Kendra B. Dumas, 
Sydney K. Howe (Magna Cum Laude), 
Yanira Y. Kiley, Ashley Lavoie (Magna 
Cum Laude), Julia D. McNamara, Erin 
C. Murphy, Alexis M. Nevalsky, Brenna 
K. Perry (Summa Cum Laude), Michael 
T. Quinn, Gianluca Romeo, Madison F. 
Troy (Summa Cum Laude), Lindsey M. 
Walczak

Upton: Arianna B. Aniello, Autumn 
D. Campbell, Aleah M. Castonguay, 
Christopher A. Galvao, Derek M. 
Hebert, Nicholas C. Mucci

Uxbridge: Tayla R. Brown, Sean 
P. Creighton, Mikala M. Davis (Cum 
Laude), Angelo B. DeMalia, David S. 
Echavarria (Magna Cum Laude), 
Emily L. Guertin, Lucas P. Horan, 
Sun-Mee Kasper, Tanner A. Landini, 
Ellie C. Lapan, Hailie E. Lemieux, 
Bruce Marchand, Miranda A. Mendes, 
Victoria L. Picotte, Madison L. Poirier 
(Cum Laude), Jillian R. Zinkus

Warren: Jamie E. Bergmann, Sarah 
E. Duff (Cum Laude), Brandon M. 
Nichols-Hogan

Webster: Tallia E. Annese, Kathleen 
M. Cafarelli, Sarah L. Casello, Jorge 
L. Concepcion-Cruz (Cum Laude), 
Samantha Czernicki, Jose G. DeLeon, 
Christopher C. Frabotta, Katelyn J. 
Holden, Emily E. Jones, Sophia A. 
Kontoes, Emily R. Leary, Ethan P. 
Melia, Emilia M. Noyes, Alexis N. 
O’Rourke, Lori Patterson (Magna Cum 
Laude), Daniel R. Powers, Anum R. 
Rizvi (Cum Laude), Shauna M. Rutter, 
Andrew S. Tadros, Lauren Willis, 
Matthew S. Wyman

West Brookfield: Ian J. Merry, Alexia 

C. Paquette
Whitinsville: Zeeny Ahmed-Sharif, 

Nicholas D. Billington, Tyler J. Brodeur, 
Myah C. Dawson (Cum Laude), Taylor 
A. Dion, Erin E. Kelly, Marisa L. Lortie 
(Magna Cum Laude), Emily A. Shorey 
(Cum Laude)

Education Specialist                    
Charlton: Christopher G. Henry
Fiskdale: Julie G. Boyd
Milford: Stephanie A. Martin
Whitinsville: Alyson L. Lisak

Master of Arts                          

Charlton: Mark Dilegge
Cherry Valley: Eric Wormell
Millbury: Cody E. Giampa
Northbridge: Deanna J. Badjo
Oxford: Lily E. Proffer
Sutton: Kevin P. Saleeba

Master of Education                     

Auburn: Leandra J. Carey, Kristi M. 
Martin, Melanie R Sullivan

Brimfield: Amber Serrenho
Charlton: Timothy W. Cormier, 

Carmen M. Ubarri, Danielle I. Watkins
Cherry Valley: Elizabeth A. Marc-

Aurele
Douglas: Ellen G. Reber
Dudley: Kaitlin A. Davies, Danielle 

M. Favata, Jonathan Flayhan, Brandon 
T. Meece

Grafton: Holly Ekstrom
Millbury: Merrie M. Gardner, 

Andrew S. Maxwell
North Brookfield: Kara E. Lowkes
North Grafton: Asiya Peerzade
North Oxford: Chelsea F. Langelier
Northbridge: Shannon G. Vail
Oxford: Meaghan M. Calkins
Southbridge: Enrique Sanchez
Spencer: David J. Stanick, Jr.
Sturbridge: Aaron M. Pearl
Uxbridge: Olivia L. Cormier, Danielle 

M. Nieves
Webster: Maria A. Beaudette, Mariah 

C. Gomes

Master of Occupational Therapy          

Milford: Christine E. Orabona
Millbury: Christopher V. Lazzaro
Oxford: Aaron F. Holmberg, Mariah 

C. Rennie
Sutton: Anne D. Quinlan

Master of Science                       

Auburn: Deborah A. Fahey, Cynthia 
A. Lebel, Mary E. O’Neil, Ashley M. 
Peck

Charlton: Jenna M. Beahn, Collin J. 
Hart, Denise M. Perry

Dudley: Hannah V. Doherty, Emily 
Mattson

Leicester: Melissa S. Ledbetter, 
Joseph A. Mazza, Diane L. Moffat

Milford: Kayla M. Supple
Millville: Mitchel P. McGonagle
Northbridge: Patrick D. Sweeney
Oxford: Cassie R. Ford
Sturbridge: Jonathan E. Pover
Warren: Lauren A. Banfield
Webster: Kate Drabato, Ashleigh E. 

Dziedzic
West Brookfield: Marissa E. Lourake

THE REAL ESTATE SECTION
FIND THE HOMES OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
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Fitchburg State University 
announces 2021 graduates

FITCHBURG — Fitchburg State 
University recently held its 125th com-
mencement exercises, with virtual cer-
emonies honoring the graduating class.

Fitchburg State President Richard S. 
Lapidus saluted the graduates for per-
severing through the challenges of a 
global pandemic.

“You’re transitioning into a very dif-
ferent world from the one that you had 
been planning for when you started 
college, and find yourself at a pivot-
al time in our country’s evolution,” 
President Lapidus said. “The pandemic 
has changed all of our lives in signifi-
cant ways.  It has impacted the way we 
live and work, think and behave. It has 
raised questions of uncertainty about 
the financial future, it has enhanced 
political polarization and magnified 
ongoing issues of inequality and injus-
tice. The experience has, at times, been 
chaotic, stressful and often fatiguing. 
In many ways, how you respond to 
this current situation will define your 
generation. You are well trained and 
possess the talent and skills to do great 
things. So, use your education wisely, 
summon your knowledge, insight, cre-
ativity, and courage. It’s your time to 
challenge what is, affect real change, 
and realize what can be in the world.”

At the graduate ceremony, Graduate 
Student Leadership Award recipient 
Christopher S. Brooks talked about his 

journey from serving in the U.S. Navy 
to becoming a physician assistant, and 
the decision to continue his education 
with an MBA from Fitchburg State. He 
said he was encouraged to go back to 
school by a patient who was recovering 
from a stroke, who was also a teacher.

“To make a long story short, for every 
excuse that I had on why I could not go 
back to school, the teacher had given 
me a positive answer on how and why 
I should,” Brooks said, encouraging 
others to follow the teacher’s example. 
“Help guide or teach someone that may 
be feeling stuck. Lead others to help 
them achieve their goals. Lastly, do not 
be afraid to take a chance on yourself, 
whether it is continuing your educa-
tion further, or possibly applying for 
that job that you saw, but did not think 
you’d get.”

Undergraduate valedictorian Joseph 
Bourgeois recounted the challenges all 
of the members of the Class of 2021 had 
faced in pursuit of their degrees. “As 
the brilliant Albert Einstein once said, 
‘In the middle of every difficulty lies 
opportunity,’” Bourgeois said. “This 
past year has been filled with challeng-
es brought on by COVID. Our lives have 
been changed drastically, especially in 
terms of our academics. The transition 
from in-person classes to online was not 
easy by any means but we were able to 
push forward and cross the finish line. 

When we face difficulty in life, we must 
adapt to the changes and make the best 
out of a bad situation.”

The complete virtual ceremonies can 
be viewed online at fitchburgstate.edu/
commencement.

Among this year’s graduates were the 
following local residents:

Auburn
Jessilyn S. Collette, Nicole A. Fancy, 

Brandyn J. Geldart, Sophia L. Laperle, 
Lucinda J. Orne

Douglas
Stacey L. Bagaglio

Fiskdale
Cassandra L. Amadio

Grafton
Sean M. MacDonald

Leicester
Jose L. Rivera

Milford
Christopher P. Pruett

Millbury
Christopher A. Brunisma, Sara 

Charmchi, Patricia L. Leduc, Corrin C. 
Marchetta, Tatiana Martins

Millville

Madalyn A. Rafus

Northbridge
Miranda L. Monaghan

Oxford
Megan M. Sterczala, Alexis F. Stisitis, 

Alicia Worster

Southbridge
Amo B. Bounphasaysonh, Lauryn E. 

Larson

Spencer
Ryan C. Bowen, Meghan I. Bowen, 

Christopher E. Hickman

Sturbridge
Moreen LaBelle, Laura J. Polizoti

Sutton
Samantha K. Beauchamp, Grant D. 

McKinlay

Upton
Kaelan B. Farragher

Uxbridge
Katyana M. Russin

Webster
Madison T. Podedworny

Whitinsville
Jennifer A. Bombard

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — 
It is with great pleasure that Southern 
New Hampshire University (SNHU) 
congratulates the following students 
on being named to the Winter 2021 
President’s List. The winter term runs 
from January to May.

Full-time students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point average of 3.700 
and above are named to the President’s 
List. Full-time status is achieved by 
earning 12 credits; undergraduate day 
students must earn 12 credits in fall or 
spring semester, and online students 
must earn 12 credits in either EW1 & 
EW2, EW3 & EW4, or EW5 & EW6.

Lindsey Bernard of Uxbridge 
Vanessa Marcolivio of Uxbridge 
Michael Whitney of Uxbridge 
Chelsea Krasnecky of Charlton 
Emily Roberts of Uxbridge 
Armando Gemei of Charlton 

Sal Ante of Uxbridge 
Amanda DeBartolomeis of Charlton 
Frankie Nieves of Uxbridge 
Samantha Frawley of Charlton 
Southern New Hampshire 

University (SNHU) is a private, non-
profit institution with an 88-year his-
tory of educating traditional-aged stu-
dents and working adults. Now serving 
more than 150,000 learners worldwide, 
SNHU offers approximately 200 accred-
ited undergraduate, graduate and certif-
icate programs, available online and on 
its 300-acre campus in Manchester, NH. 
Recognized as the «Most Innovative» 
regional university by U.S. News 
& World Report and one of the fast-
est-growing universities in the country, 
SNHU is committed to expanding access 
to high quality, affordable pathways 
that meet the needs of each learner. 
Learn more at www.snhu.edu.

M A N C H E S T E R , 
New Hampshire — It 
is with great pleasure 
that Southern New 
Hampshire University 
(SNHU) congratulates 
the following students 
on being named to the 
Winter 2021 Dean’s List. 
The winter term runs 
from January to May.

Full-time students who 
have earned a minimum 
grade-point average of 
3.500 to 3.699 are named 
to the Dean’s List. Full-
time status is achieved by 
earning 12 credits; under-
graduate day students 
must earn 12 credits in 
fall or spring semester, 

and online students must 
earn 12 credits in either 
EW1 & EW2, EW3 & EW4, 
or EW5 & EW6.

Ryan Paul of Uxbridge 
Amanda Geer of 

Uxbridge 
Elizabeth Wood of 

Uxbridge
S o u t h e r n 

New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) is a 
private, nonprofit insti-
tution with an 88-year 
history of educating tra-
ditional-aged students 
and working adults. Now 
serving more than 150,000 
learners worldwide, 
SNHU offers approxi-
mately 200 accredited 

undergraduate, gradu-
ate and certificate pro-
grams, available online 
and on its 300-acre cam-
pus in Manchester, NH. 
Recognized as the «Most 
Innovative» regional uni-
versity by U.S. News & 
World Report and one of 
the fastest-growing uni-
versities in the country, 
SNHU is committed to 
expanding access to high 
quality, affordable path-
ways that meet the needs 
of each learner. Learn 
more at www.snhu.edu.

DUDLEY — Cameron 
Lanier of Charlton 
receives the award 
for Outstanding 
Achievement in General 
Business at the Nichols 
College class of 2021 com-
mencement ceremony 
held on May 15.

About Nichols College
Nichols College is 

a college of choice for 
business and leader-
ship education as a 

result of its distinctive 
career-focused and lead-
ership-based approach-
es to learning, both in 
and out of the classroom, 
and through impactful 
research and profession-
al education. Students 
thrive in a learning and 
living environment that 
is supported by an expe-
riential business curric-
ulum and a strong liberal 
arts foundation aimed 

at transforming them 
into tomorrow’s leaders. 
Nichols also offers mas-
ter’s degrees in business, 
leadership, accounting, 
and counterterrorism, 
as well as a range of 
certificate programs, to 
promote career advance-
ment for today’s profes-
sionals.

SNHU announces 
Winter President’s List

SNHU announces 
Winter Dean’s List

Cameron Lanier of Charlton 
receives award for Outstanding 

Achievement in General Business 
from Nichols College

25,000 Unique Visitors Every Week! 
www.stonebridgepress.news

What can and cannot 
be composted

Avid gardeners know that compost 
can add vital nutrients to soil used in 
gardens, container plants and lawns. 
The fact that compost is so versatile and 
nutrient-dense may not even be its most 
admirable quality. Made from items 
used in and around the house, compost 
costs just about nothing to produce.

The raw materials that make up com-
post come from organic waste. These 
can be disposables from the garden and 
kitchen, as well as other areas around 
the house. According to the United 
States Environmental Protection 
Agency, yard trimmings and food 
scraps add up to 20 to 30 percent of the 
municipal solid waste in the United 
States. Turning waste into compost not 
only helps the landscape, but also the 
planet.

Compost is relatively easy to make, 
and there are scores of materials that 
can be put into compost. But it is just 
as essential to know which ingredients 
cannot be used in compost.

Okay for compost
Most organic materials, or items that 

were once living, can be used in com-
post. Plant-based items used in cook-
ing, such as potato peelings, carrot 
skins, banana peels, cocoa hulls, coffee 
grounds and filters, corn cobs, apple 
cores, egg shells, fruit peels, kelp, and 
nut shells, can be added to compost.

Other items from around the house, 
like unused kitty litter, hair, shred-
ded newspapers and cardboard, leaves, 
flowers, paper, pine needles, ashes, and 
sawdust, can be successfully added to 
compost. Stick to items that are not 
treated heavily with chemicals.

Should not be used in compost
Inorganic and non-biodegradable 

materials cannot go into compost. 
These are items like plastic, glass, alu-
minum foil, and metal. Pressure-treated 
lumber, although a natural material, 
is treated with preservatives and often 
pesticides that can be harmful if they 
leech into the garden.

The small-gardening resource 
Balcony Garden Web indicates coat-
ed or glossy printed papers, such as 
those from catalogs, magazines, wrap-
ping paper, marketing materials, and 
business cards, should not be added to 
compost piles because of the chemicals 
and inks used in these pages. 

Planet Natural Research Center says 
to avoid pet droppings from dogs and 
cats. Animal products like bones, but-
ter, milk, fish skins, and meat, may 
decompose and start to smell foul. 
Maggots, parasites, pathogens, and 
other microorganisms can form in the 
compost. These materials also may 
attract flies and scavenger animals. 
Plus, they decompose very slowly.

Any personal hygiene products 
should be avoided because they are 
tainted by human fluids and that can 
pose a health risk.

While weeds are not harmful in com-
post piles, there is the risk that seeds 
can germinate and then infiltrate gar-
den beds when the compost is used. The 
same can be said for tomato plants and 
some other hardy fruits and vegetables.

Compost is a winner in the garden 
and around the landscape. Learning 
which ingredients can and can’t be 
added to compost piles is useful for any 
gardener.  
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split  

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
SPRING YARD SALE
Saturday, May 29th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE
“New this Year, we are able to accept CREDIT CARDS!”

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY 
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Masks and Social Distancing Rules will Apply

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - 
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, 
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high 
chairs, bouncy, games, seats Antiques

2012 Sea-Doo Jet Ski GTX 
Limited IS

one owner, excellent condition, 
only 10 hours

$12,000 OBO
Call 508-248-4231

FOR SALE

I am looking to 
move into a 
1 Bedroom 
Apartment 
in Webster

or surrounding 
towns. If you have 

an apartment 
 to rent,  

please call  

508-461-6219

FOR SALE

Rototiller 
Rear Tine 

Husqvarna

Excellent condition 

Well maintained,

 runs like new

774-261-0490

Treas urer/ Collector
Town of Charlton

7he )ull-time 7reasurer/&ollector provides high-level financial, administrative and 
technical work involving the receipt of money and the collection of all ta[es due to 
the town. %achelor¶s degree in accounting, finance or related field; a minimum of 

five years¶ e[perience in a municipal supervisory position; or any equivalent  
combination of education and e[perience. 0assachusetts certification as  

7reasurer and 7a[ &ollector preferred, but not required. $bility to become  
bonded. Please see Mob description for complete list of qualifications and  

responsibilities. Salary range: $36.39 – $40.17 hourly depending on qualifications. 
Please apply online at https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources  

no later than May 27, 2021.  
The Town of Charlton  

is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

Outreach Coordinator
Town of Charlton

The Outreach Coordinator performs professional and administrative work in  
communicating programs and services with the Town’s senior population. This is a 
37.5 hour per week benefited position. High School Diploma with some additional 
coursework in Social Work, Human Services or Health Service required along with 

at least 1 year of working with the elderly; or any equivalent combination of  
education and experience. Please see job description for complete list of  
qualifications and responsibilities. Salary range: $20.61hr – $24.93/hr  

depending on qualifications. Please apply online at  
https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources no later than May 27, 2021.  

The Town of Charlton 
 is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

Trailer
For Sale

with enclosed porch 
located at Indian Ranch, 

Webster, site G13. 
Completely furnished.  
All appliances included 
and extras. Refrigerator,  

combo wash/dry,  
A/C, Heat. View at 

www.indianranch.com. 

Contact Arthur or 
Sage 508-892-4576.

FOR SALE
AMANA 

Electric Clothes Dryer
Works great and looks like new

$200
Call 508-885-3136 or 860-888-5207

$780 with a month-to-month 
lease signing, first last and  
security deposit required,  
Credit check also required

 NO PETS 
Available May First

Please call 774-230-0878  
leave message

SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
Second �oor 

 Two bedroom apartment  
FOR RENT

Now Hiring: 
Full and 

Part Time Positions 
Lawn work, painting,  

loading/unloading trucks,  
farm work, all around laborer. 

Sturbridge Area. 
High school and college kids 

welcome. 

Call JD 774-415-3800

Handyman / Carpenter
Local manufacturer with full time position 

working in aluminum shop fabricating.  
Will train the right candidate. Must be a 

high school graduate with a valid driver’s 
license able to read a tape measure.

Great career potential. Apply in person at 

82 Huntoon Memorial Highway 
Rochdale MA.

SATURDAY 
MAY 29 

AND 
SUNDAY 
MAY 30

8 Blueberry Way 
 Webster, Ma
9 am - 3 pm 

No Early Birds Please

Contact Your Sales  
Representative Today.

508-764-4325

ADVERTISE  Our Ads Get Results. 
Call 508-764-4325

stonebridgepress.com

GOT JUNK?

national mural festival known as POW! 
WOW! Worcester. The festival brings 
artists from around the world and has 
curated more than 100 pieces of public 
art in the city since its inception in 
2016. Anderson has volunteered with 
GWCF for several years on scholar-
ship selection committees and recently 
served on the Creative Arts Committee 
which was the impetus for the city 
of Worcester’s arts and culture plan. 
Anderson has a Bachelor of Arts in 
political science from College of the 
Holy Cross and is completing a Master 
of Public Administration in senior lead-
ership from Clark University.

After receiving the 2020 Renaissance 
award, Sawyer was named to a four-
year term as well. Current board mem-
ber Kimberly Salmon was renewed for 
an additional four-year term. 

The following individuals were elect-
ed as new Corporators for a five-year 
term: 

Ken Bates, Open Sky Community 
Services

Leah Bradley, Central Mass Housing 
Alliance

Lou Brady, Family Health Center 
Marybeth Campbell, Worcester 

Community Action Council
Scott Casper, American Antiquarian 

Society
David Connell, YMCA of Central MA
Lucy Hale, Community Leader
Jason Homer, Worcester Public 

Library
Debora Jackson, WPI School of 

Business
Steve Kerrigan, Edward M. Kennedy 

Community Health Center
Dennis Kerrigan, Hanover Insurance
James Madigan, F.W. Madigan 

Company
Warren Manigault, Rockland Trust
Jose Perez, Rock of Salvation 

Pentecostal Church
Anh Vu Sawyer, Southeast Asian 

Coalition of Central Massachusetts
Ronald B. Waddell, Jr., Legendary 

Legacies
Jon Weaver, Massachusetts 

Biomedical Initiatives 
Stephanie A. Williams, City of 

Worcester 

GWCF
continued from page    A6

Christopher Peterson, Christopher 
Pinnock, Kaitlyn Wooten

Holland: Audrey McCracken
Leicester: Shelby Andrews-Cogswell, 

Cory Cronin, Sherri Frotten, Cassandra 
Gaines, Dylan Havey, Katelyn Jyringi, 
Mariam Mahama, Maria Rosado

Leominster: Deborah Amoah, 
Danisha Aulet Dejesus, Jennys Estrella, 
Raissa Kammeugne Fogaing, Philip 
Ofori, India Schotka, Llaritza Silva

Milford: Courtney Antalek, Steven 
Burchman, Jidalis Gonzalez, Zachary 
Morrison, Michael Veazie

Millbury: Crystal-Ann Boisseau, 
Hector Diaz, Brianna Manzella, Nicole 
Plourde, Julie Polo, Loren Rezende, 
Crystal Thomas, Sarah Yates

Millville: Maura DiCecco
North Brookfield: Lisa Correa, 

Rebecca Field, Leo Gauthier, Miles 
Walton

North Oxford: Daniel Donovan
Oxford: Jasmine Dyer, Jennifer Gum, 

Felecia Violette
Paxton: Matthew Hansson, Christos 

Palazis
Rochdale: Lisa Benoit, Margaret 

Kennedy, Kiara Valdes
South Grafton: John Boelke
Southbridge: Amanda Alicea, Karl 

Benkert, Anna Burgener, Gabbriel 
Burrows, Lesliann DeLeon, Tamara 
Lawrence, Kyle Morrill, Wanda Otero, 
Analis Pagan, Desiree Quinones, Kevin 

Rodriguez, Miosotis Rosado, Sarah 
Schlegel

Spencer: Stacey Arsenault, Kyla 
Bruce, Thomas Fuller, Joseph Hamel, 
Nelmarie Irizarry, Magdaline Kiarie, 
Melissa Luukko, John MacIntosh, 
Madison Paquette

Sturbridge: Samuel Cudgma, Megan 
Faford

Sutton: Natalia Dominguez Carranza, 
Nicholas Jepsen, Courtney Mosczynski, 
Matthew Thurber

Uxbridge: Jason Baillargeon, Daniel 
Costa, Stephanie Gosselin, Courtney 
Walker

Warren: Alexis Ring, Comfort Smythe
Webster: Lamidi Akibu, Carolyn 

Almanzar Gutierrez, Abigail Biernacki, 
Kathryn Brown, Ryan Clark, Courtney 
Currier, Audrey Ducharme, Dereck 
Edith, Lynn Fellman, Monica 
Gaithuma, Jacob Gatto, Champayne 
Leshore, Antonia Lopez, Chauntel 
Martin, Ashley Martinez, Solmary 
Medina, Jillian Morrow, SherryAnn 
Potenti-Crumbliss, Matthew Rakowski, 
Veronica Sagal, Nicole Swift, Gary 
Watson, Danielle Zecco

West Brookfield: Caroline Burke, 
Abigail Carr

Whitinsville: Marie Delgado, Michael 
Latino, Charlotte Murphy, Susan 
Searles, Samantha Tackett-Marvill

For more information about QCC, 
contact Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications at 508-
854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.

 

QCC
continued from page    A5

If it’s important to you,  
It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com
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OPEN MEMORIAL DAY 
10-7

3rd Annual ABC’s of the Seasons ~Spring Edition

ACROSS
2. Treat Your Yard Before They Take Over
7. Best Sales Experience
8. Balance Transfer
12. Usdot# 2407387
13. We Can Save You Time And Money!
15. Help Wanted, Real Estate, Legals
16. Save You Money On Your Energy Bill
19. Great Gifts For Mothers Day
21. Quality Content
22. Weber Grills
23. Beautifying America One Vehicle At A Time
24. I’ll Beat Any Of My Competitors Prices
25. Arborcoat
DOWN
1. ....flowers that will last a lifetime
3. Come work for us!
4. Salon & Spa
5. New patients welcome
6. Use promo code palmer123
9. Always going the extra mile for our customers
10. Fresh local eggs
11. Grove & Main
14. Family owned and operated since 1967
17. AAA Roadside Assistance
18. Patient first, goal oriented
20. 15 Years...experience

We hope you enjoyed our 3rd Annual ABC’s of the Season Spring 
crossword puzzle. The randomly chosen winner of all the correct 
entries for a $25 gift card is Janet A. of Southbridge.

Please continue to support these and all of your local businesses. Our 
next ABC’s of the Seasons will be our Summer Edition, coming out on 
July 30. 

Thank you to all the ABC businesses and to those who completed our 
puzzle! If you would like a letter for our next ABC Page, please contact 
your sales representative to see what is available.

June 
Spencer New Leader,  
Charlton Villager, Auburn News, 
Blackstone Valley Tribune
508-909-4062

Mikaela 
Southbridge New,  
Sturbridge Villager,  
Webster Times 
508-909-4126508-909-4062 508-909-4126

ADVERTISING
WORKS.

Call
508-764-4325 

stonebridgepress.news

   Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It

In Print, Online & Mobile | Subscribe Today & Save!

800-367-9898 | www.StonebridgePress.com

Southbridge News
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STRONGER MATERIALS. SMARTER DESIGN. GREATER VALUE.

Docks & Lifts of New England  

Docks • Boat Li�s • Canopies Accessories • Swim Ra�s • Staircases

www.docksofnewengland.com

O�ce
87 Lake Shore Drive

 West Brook�eld, MA 01585  
413-530-1344

SECTIONAL DOCK

™ CLASSIC DOCK

™ ROLL-A-DOCK






FLOATING DOCK



FLOATING LIFT VERTICAL LIFT HYDRAULIC LIFT CANTILEVER LIFT

STRONGER MATERIALS. SMARTER DESIGN. GREATER VALUE.

Boat Lifts & Docks
Hewitt dock styles and layouts provide a perfect fit.

Lifts perfectly sized and equipped to protect your watercraft.

Display
242 W. Main Steet,

 East Brook�eld, MA 01515  
774-232-7763

788 Main Street, Holden
508-829-4794

389 Main Street, Spencer 
508-885-3560

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

10-11” Hanging Baskets 

2 for $30
or $17.99 ea.

6” 
Geraniums 
4 for 

$26.00
or $6.99 ea.

12” 
Geraniums 
2 for 

$40.00 
or $24.00 ea.

seafood

Route 31 Charlton Depot

Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11am to 8pm

WE ACCEPT 

MOST MAJOR 

CREDIT CARDS

For ordering guidelines please visit: ronniesseafood.com

Proudly Serving the 
Community for 
Over 40 Years

So� Service Ice Cream
Frozen Yogurt
Premium Hard  

Ice Cream
Specializing in Fresh 

Fried Seafood

OPEN 

MEMORIAL DAY

Take the stress o�, Let us do the cooking! 
Stop in or check out our website for  

Graduation Packages available.
Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Stop in or check out our website for 

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Have a  
Graduate? 

Planning a Party?

News, 
really close  

to home
StonebridgePress.com
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