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Bay Path alum’s act of 
kindness featured in 

Woman’s World Magazine
CHARLTON — Kindness takes on many meanings. 

Everyone knows the Golden Rule: Treat others how 
you’d like to be treated and most everyone would like 
to be treated kindly.  

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy Director 
Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, RN, CRRN 
congratulates Aminat Poku, LPN of  Southbridge 
for her story’s publication in the national magazine 
Woman’s World Magazine. Poku graduated in 2023, 

Aminat Poku

Southbridge Hotel 
& Conference 

Center undergoes 
name change, 
rebranding

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge, Massachu-
setts-based Southbridge Hotel & Conference Center 
has completed a name change and rebranding to the 
historically rich Wellsworth Hotel.  

 
The change of  name, brand reconfiguration and 

new website pays homage to the historic and entre-
preneurial spirit of  George Washington Wells, who 
was the owner of  what became one of  the largest and 
most respected optical companies in the world - the 
American Optical Company, locally known as “AO.”  

 
Wells believed that everyone who needed them - not 

just the elite - should have access to eyeglasses. Thus, 
he changed history by bringing eyeglass manufactur-
ing to the U.S. in the late 1800’s, by converting a tex-
tile mill in Southbridge into an optical factory, which 
houses the Wellsworth Hotel today. The company used 
the Wellsworth trademark starting in 1911 until 1927. 
The evolution of  the Wellsworth brand began as a type 
of  lens, the Wellsworth Crookes, then extended onto a 
frame, the Wellsworth Windsors a.k.a. “the most beau-
tiful spectacle in America,” and then to AO’s ahead-of-
its-time lifestyle magazine, The Wellsworth.  

 
In fact, the historic landmark holds such reverence 

that the American Optical Historic District will be 
formally designated to the National Register of  His-
toric Places during a plaque ceremony at the hotel on 

Charlton enters 
partnership to 
study regional 

dispatch options
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The 
town of  Charlton has 
agreed to enter a multi-
town study to examine 
the feasibility of  region-
alizing emergency dis-
patch. The study, funded 
through the State 911 
Department, will also 
include the towns of 
Leicester, Spencer, and 
Sturbridge and will ex-
plore the potential for a 
regional dispatch center 
serving all four towns. It 
does not bind Charlton 
to commit to the plan if 
the other communities 
choose to proceed.

The Charlton select-
men hosted a discussion 
with Police Chief  Daniel 
Dowd on Jan. 9 where 
they eventually cast their 
vote to submit an attes-
tation letter expressing 
their interest in joining 
the study. Selectman Bill 
Borowski noted this isn’t 
the first time the town has 
explored a regionaliza-
tion option and expressed 
interest in seeing what 
the study has to offer.

“I think conceptually, 
it’s normally a good idea. 
I think Chief  Dowd would 
attest that our dispatch-
ers do a lot more than 
just dispatching. They’re 
literally there to check on 
people in the cells, to help 
monitor that hall, etcet-
era. I don’t think there’s 
a problem putting the let-
ter in because there’s no 
obligation. I’ve seen this 
in tons of  communities, 
but I’ve never seen an op-
tion where it would work 
for us. I could be pleas-
antly surprised this time 
around,” said Borowski.

Dowd said he feels the 
town should “test the wa-
ters” to determine if  a re-
gional option is right for 
Charlton. He explained 
that regionalization isn’t 
just about cutting costs. 
It’s more about increas-
ing efficiencies, espe-
cially in a region where 

departments work so 
closely together on a va-
riety of  emergencies.

“Obviously, everyone 
wants to be by them-
selves ideally, but there’s 
a cost to that. There’s 

Fattman, Smola present $10,000 to  
Old Sturbridge Village to fund field trips

STURBRIDGE — Al-
most everyone familiar 
with Old Sturbridge 
Village knows it be-
cause of  a school field 
trip they or their chil-
dren took at one point 
in the last 40 years. The 
Museum Education de-
partment at the Village 
has seen hundreds of 
thousands of  students, 
teachers, and chaper-
ones through its doors 
to date. Schools from 
surrounding areas and 
states plan visits to sup-

port their humanities 
curriculum and enjoy 
a day traveling back in 
time to learn about life 
in the 1830s.

 
On Friday, Dec. 

14, Sen. Ryan C. Fatt-
man (R) and Rep. Todd 
M. Smola (R) present-
ed a check for $15,000 
to aid experiential 
learning opportunities 
for local school stu-
dents. The funds were 
acquired through the 
2024 Fiscal Year state 

budget. As a result of 
the 2021 redistricting, 
the town of  Sturbridge 
was added to Fattman’s 
district (Worcester 
Hampden). Fattman’s 
goal is to understand 
the economic and ed-
ucational assets in his 
district therefore cre-
ating this relationship 
with the Village. This 
is the first time Senator 
Fattman has acquired 
a budget earmark for 
Old Sturbridge Village.

 

Says Fatt-
man,  “There are a 
number of  gems with-
in my district and 
there is no doubt that 
Old Sturbridge Village 
is one of  those. Allow-
ing students to visit 
and experience OSV is 
critical to their under-
standing of  the history 
of  our area.” 

Fattman continues, 
“This funding through 
the state budget will 
provide students in the 

greater area the abili-
ty to see history come 
alive.”

The Museum Educa-
tion department offers 
several different op-
tions for school visits 
from self-guided tours 
to custom, hands-on 
workshop experiences, 
to Town Hall meetings 
or debates. 

Says Jim Dona-
hue, "We are grateful 
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BRIMFIELD 
$165,000, 1477 Dunhamtown Brimfield Rd, Resi Asset 

Mtg Pro 2006-E, and Us Bank Na Tr, to Anischik, Rich-
ard.

CHARLTON
$5,500,000, 130 Sturbridge Rd, Jencent LLC, to Pre-

mier Trailers LLC.
$580,000, 86 E Baylies Rd, Oja, Joanne I, to Dion Jr, 

John A.

HOLLAND
$183,000, 10 Barclay St, Lesbirel, Peter, and Lesbirel, 

Petra, to Downey, Christopher, and Downey, Deborah B.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$500,000, 152 Brentwood Dr, Gervasi, Richard A, and 

Gervasi, Catherine M, to Desharnais, Minhthu, and De-
sharnais, Jacob L.

$490,000, 5 Bowlen Ave, Chlapowski, Tracey T, to 
Asongwed, Ismail.

$470,000, 1047 Dennison Dr, Rosa, Marcos A, and 
Reyes, Deymi, to Guivas, William, and Guivas, Iliana.

$300,000, 322 Worcester St, Miele, 
Joseph V, to Premier Rc Properties 
LLC.

STURBRIDGE
$1,100,000, 446 Main St, Ying, 

Dong Y, and Ying, Chin L, to Chen, 
Dan, and Ren, Jinxiang.

$478,500, 4 Crescent Way #4, 
Rougemont, Joan M, to Haddad, 
Candace L.

$344,500, 493 Leadmine Rd, Ellen 
J Maguire RET, and Maguire, Mi-
chael T, to Michael T Maguire RET, 
and Maguire, Michael T.

$320,000, 7 Village Grn #7, Nowak, 
Sharon A, to Eisnor, Steven G.
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
•  Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
•  Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond 
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford 
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 
5 pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, 
Fri and Sat 7:30 am
•  St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 
248-7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 
8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday 
LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
•  Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New England 
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, 
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:30 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

Police Department (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ..............  (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School...........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

Start a career you’ll love  
and open the door  
to possibility for  

individuals facing  
complex challenges.

openskycs.org/stonebridge-ssc

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Fall
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Real Estate

Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale announces major 
renovation project for historic meetinghouse

STURBRIDGE 
— The Feder-
ated Church of 
Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale has an-
nounced a signif-
icant renovation 
project is now 
underway for its 
Meetinghouse lo-
cated at 8 Maple 
St. According to 
Board Chair Tim 
Bardsley, the proj-
ect marks the first 
major renovation 
of  the building 
in over three de-
cades.

The renovation 
plan, which has 
been in develop-
ment for more 
than two years, in-
cludes a complete 
refurbishment 
of  the church 
sanctuary, that 
involves cleaning 
and painting the 
walls, ceilings, 
and other surfac-
es, and sanding, 

staining, and 
painting the pews. 
The sanctuary 
will be closed for 
four to six weeks 
during renova-
tions, and weekly 
services will be 
temporarily held 
in Fellowship 
Hall.

In spring, the 
focus will shift 
outdoors with a 
gentle cleaning of 
the exterior sid-
ing, painting of 
all wood surfaces, 
and essential re-
pairs to the histor-
ic clock faces in 
the steeple tower, 
which also houses 
the church’s trea-
sured Paul Revere 
bell.

“The total esti-
mated cost for the 
project is $200,000, 
but generous 
donations from 
church Members 
have made it pos-

sible to begin the 
interior work,” 
said Bardsley. 
“We will also be 
applying for his-
toric preservation 
grants and solicit-
ing additional do-
nations from the 
community to as-
sure the project’s 
completion.”

According to 
Bardsley, W.C. 
Painting, of 
Worcester, is the 
contractor for the 
project. 

“We consid-
ered a number of 
firms for the job,” 
he said, “but W.C. 
came highly rec-
ommended, they 
were the most 
reasonably priced 
and the most re-
sponsive to our 
completion sched-
ule.”

C o n s t r u c t -
ed in 1910, after 
the original 1872 

erated Church in 
1923. In addition 
to being at the 
center of  weekly 
services, funerals, 
and other church 
activities, the 
M e e t i n g h o u s e 
has long served 
as a hub for com-
munity groups, 
hosting Boy and 
Girl Scouts, AA 
meetings, and 
other events, and 
it currently pro-
vides temporary 
housing for the 
Sturbridge Se-
nior Center. The 
church’s scenic 
location, New En-
gland charm, and 
proximity to the 
historic Publick 
House Inn and 
Restaurant make 
it a popular choice 
for weddings, 
drawing both local 
and out-of-town 
guests.

For addition-

al information, 
please contact 
the Church office 
at (774) 304-1021 
or churchoffice@
sturfed.org.

The Federated 
Church of  Stur-
bridge & Fiskdale 
joyfully celebrates 
Christ’s presence 
and God’s grace 

in our lives. Com-
munity members 
are welcome and 
invited to join 
in worship on 
Sunday morn-
ings at 9:30 a.m. 
Services are also 
live-streamed on 
the church’s Face-
book page.

church at this lo-
cation was lost 
to a lightning-in-
duced fire, the 
classic New En-
gland Meeting-
house is a famil-
iar landmark in 

the historic Town 
Common District, 
between the Stur-
bridge Town Hall 
and the Joshua 
Hyde Public Li-
brary. It became 
home to the Fed-

Courtesy

The sanctuary of the Federated Church of 
Sturbridge and Fiskdale is undergoing a major 
renovation.

Southbridge Garden Club welcomes scholarship applications
SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Garden Club will 

again offer scholarships to high school seniors who will be 
attending accredited colleges and universities. The amount 
of  the award will be $1,000, and we anticipate awarding two 
scholarships this year. Applications are due April 5. 

Scholarships are available to students with a major fo-
cusing on horticulture, landscape design or architecture, 
conservation, forestry, environmental studies, land/soil 
management, botany, and allied subjects. 

The applicant must be a resident of  Massachusetts, have 
a minimum “B” average (3.0 on a 4.0 scale), and be of  good 
character. Application forms are available at applicant’s 
high school guidance office. 

The student is required to complete all parts of  the appli-
cation. The review committee will not consider incomplete 
applications and the applications will not be returned. The 
application must include: 

1.     Student’s name, address, email address and tele-
phone number 

2.     Short paragraph on family background (parents and 
siblings). 

3.     Short paragraph or a resume describing extra-cur-
ricular school and community activities.

4.     Names of  colleges or schools to which student has ap-
plied and the acceptance status. 

5.     Short paragraph on area of  academic concentration 
and future goals. 

6.     An essay (300-500 words) focusing on a person or 
event that influenced your career choice.

7.     Student’s most recent school transcript. 
8.     Three letters of  recommendation. 
Please return completed application and all related docu-

ments to: Southbridge Garden Club Scholarship Committee, 
c/o Elaine Bouvier, 37 Tipton Rock Rd., Southbridge, MA 
01550. 

The Southbridge Garden Club has been serving the 
Tri-Community area since 1953 and became a member of 
the Garden Club Federation in Massachusetts in 2003. The 
Club’s mission is to “share an interest in horticulture and to 
expand our knowledge of  gardening for our mutual benefit 
and that of  our local communities.”

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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Hi! My name is Hailey and I love an-
imals! Below is a letter I have written 
to help you get to know me.  

Hi, my name is Hailey. I go by Kai, 
and I am a soaciable, funny, cool, 
kind, sweet, and outgoing person. I am 
someone who likes to stay on topic, lis-
ten to others, and am a good planner. I 
consider myself a brave person and a 
hard worker. I would also describe my-
self as artistic and creative. I enjoy sing-
ing, playing guitar, and making crafts. I 
was recently accepted to a local trade 
school, and I am excited to start there. I 
hope to open a restaurant one day and 
learn how to cook more. 

I have several family members who 
I am close with including my aunt and 
grandmother. I am particularly close 
with my aunt who I speak with about 
funny things, my emotions, and my 
hopes. Along with my many strengths I 
also have many talents and interests. I 
like to ride horses, play hockey, video 

games, board games, and go swimming. I like to cook, bake, and draw anime. 
I am looking for a family that will love me and have fun with me! I would like to do 

many activities with my family including horseback riding, arts and crafts, movie 
nights, and cooking/baking. I am also learning to play the piano. I also would be 
a big help to my family by doing chores, playing with any siblings, and making 
everyone laugh. I would also love a visiting resource. I hope to speak with you 
soon! 

Sincerely, K 
. https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/5454 Can I 

Adopt? 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your 

heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be 
single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ 
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adop-
tion from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match you 
with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachu-
setts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information 
on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care. 

 

Hailey 
Age 16 

Jacob Edwards Library offers help with 
MassHealth applications

SOUTHBRIDGE — Received a blue envelope? Need to apply for MassHealth 
insurance benefits? Call now to schedule an appointment with a certified appli-
cation counselor at the Jacob Edwards Library Wednesday, Feb. 28.

Counselors will be on hand in the Pioppi Room from 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Ap-
pointments can be scheduled by calling (508) 949-6640. The library is located at 
236 Main St.

Sturbridge Zoning 
Board OKs cell 
tower variance

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 STURBRIDGE — The Zoning Board of  Appeals gave the 
Vertex cell tower proposed for Stallion Hill Road the green 
light on Jan. 17, in a public hearing that drew no public com-
ments.

That decision, in practice, just sends it back to the Plan-
ning Board, which had postponed its own ongoing hearing 
to see what ZBA would do. The PB is handling most of  the 
project's issues, but ZBA had to address one specific point: 
whether to give Vertex a variance from the bylaw's required 
150 feet of  frontage. The parcel has only had 100 for many 
years since being subdivided before zoning went into effect.

One key deciding point was that the board had granted 
exactly that same variance for the expansion of  the home on 
the 22-acre parcel a couple years ago.

Before they made that decision, town-hired peer reviewer 
David Mackson said it “seems like a very simple question.” 
If  the ZBA approved, the PB could then look at “all the po-
tential alternatives, if  there are any,” under the federal Tele-

DA offers grants for safe post-prom,  
post-graduation events 

WORCESTER — The office of 
Worcester County District Attorney 
Joseph D. Early, Jr. is now accepting 
applications for its grants to support 
safe post-prom and post-graduation 
events that keep students from driving 
impaired.

The grant program has supported 
these events, organized and overseen by 
adults, which offer safe drug- and alco-
hol-free alternatives to the high-risk ac-
tivities that often follow end of  the year 
celebrations for high school students.

“Prom and graduation are supposed 
to be the best nights of  high school. We 
want to avoid seeing these celebrations 
turn into tragedies,” Early said. “We 
know that life can change in the blink 
of  an eye, and often does. By encourag-
ing kids to celebrate in safe, fun envi-
ronments, we can prevent a tragedy be-
fore it happens and ensure all our youth 
go on to fulfill their bright futures.” 

The grant program is now in its 
sixth year and has supported post-prom 

and post-graduation events 
at more than 20 different 

schools across Worcester 

Turn To STURBRIDGE page  A15 Turn To DA page  A15

Friends of the Charlton Library 
holding coffee fundraiser

FEMA initiates update of 
Southbridge hazard plan

CHARLTON — The Friends of 
Charlton Public Library is sponsoring 
a coffee fundraiser in partnership with 
Sturbridge Coffee Roasters. Seven dif-
ferent blends, including two medium 
roast, two dark roast, one decaf, and 
two seasonal favorites - Winter Won-
derland, and Chocolate Raspberry - are 
available for purchase. 

Order forms are available at the 
Charlton Public Library or online at 
the Friends Facebook page. The dead-
line to order is Thursday, Feb. 1. Orders 

will then be filled within two to four 
weeks. For questions or more infor-
mation, email charltonfriends@gmail.
com.

The mission of  the Friends of 
Charlton Public Library is to provide 
assistance to the Library through 
fundraising endeavors and volunteer 
service. The Friends promote and ad-
vocate for the Library as a center for 
lifelong learning, cultural enrichment, 
and community gathering.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 — The federal govern-
ment is requiring (and 
funding) Southbridge to 
go through a process that 
might look quite similar 
to one the town chose 
to go through about two 
years ago.

Back then, South-
bridge embarked on the 
state's Municipal Vul-
nerability Program to 
review key climate risks 
and potential projects. 
Now, the Federal Emer-
gency Management 
Agency is beginning its 
renewal of  the similar 
Hazard Mitigation Pro-
gram process.

According to FEMA 
contractor Sarah Ba-
ryluk, federal require-
ments “aren't very flexi-
ble,” and require such a 
review every five years. 
Some towns are able to 
dovetail HMP with MVP, 
but that doesn't work for 
Southbridge.

But she notes her 
team is already looking 
at the MVP plan and var-
ious other documents, 
with an intention to in-
corporate them into FE-
MA's work. They'll send 
out community surveys 
soon and release a draft 
report online in Febru-
ary. That will be followed 
by public comment fo-
rums over the spring, 
with a goal of  compiling 
a final report later this 
year. The whole process, 
she noted, doesn't cost 

the town anything; it's 
being done under the 
auspices of  FEMA's rel-
atively new Building 
Resilient Infrastructure 
and Communities pro-
gram, which will also 
offer grants to fund some 
of  the proposed projects.

Town Planner Ken 
Comia said the Conser-
vation Commission and 
Planning Board's role 
will be to “get the word 
out” and help find partic-
ipants.

To ConCom co-chair 
Natasha Nowick, that 
sparked an idea. She 
asked if  it could help the 
town deal with “problem 
trees in Cady Brook” or 
even create what are ef-
fectively greenways on 
town waterways. She 
also asked if  anyone has 
yet “brought up a neigh-
borhood that's slowly 
liquefying and sliding 
downhill” – a reference 
to years-old issues at 
Pleasant Hills Estates 
that residents recently 
brought to the board.

At the Planning 
Board, Pam Paquin 
has also repeatedly ex-
pressed concerns about 
the safety of  downtown 
levees and dams along 
the Quinebaug and ma-
jor tributaries. (Those 
were also a major point 
of  the MVP plan.) 
During their ongoing 40-
50 Optical Dr. hearing, 
she has cited a FEMA 
report that points to a 
need to do some work on 

the AO campus levees, al-
though Franklin Realty's 
Chip Norton said he has 
never seen those recom-
mendations.

Baryluk said the pro-
gram can fund activi-
ties related to protect-
ing Southbridge from 
the four identified key 
threats (and others this 
update might identify) 
– severe snowstorms, 
severe thunderstorms, 
flood and hurricanes. 
That report cited a total 
of  around 12.

That list dates back 
to the previous HMP up-
date in 2019, the report 
for which is on the Cen-
tral Mass Regional Plan-
ning Commission's web-
site. It identified about 
30 possible projects, and 
Baryluk said this round 
will look at where those 
stand to plan the next 
five years. Those can 
be in several areas, in-
cluding town bylaw and 
regulation updates, in-
frastructure projects, 
public outreach and 
citizen home upgrades, 
and natural systems like 
floodplain and wetland 
restoration.

“We're not trying to 
[list] pie in the sky proj-
ects that won't actually 
be done,” Baryluk noted, 
later adding, “This is by 
far not the last time you'll 
be hearing from us.”

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Eastern Connecticut State University recently re-
leased its Dean's List for the fall 2023 semester, in which more than 1,300 students 
were recognized for maintaining high GPAs.

Among the students are:
Jordyn Szretter of  Charlton, a full-time junior who majors in Economics.
Cooper Way of  Charlton, a full-time sophomore who majors in English.
Hannah Johnson of  Holland, a full-time first-year student who majors in Phys-

ical Education.
Eva Glaser of  Sturbridge, a full-time senior who majors in English.
To qualify for Dean's List, full-time students must complete a minimum of  12 

credits in letter-graded courses with an average GPA of  3.5 or higher in the se-
mester. Part-time students are eligible if  they've accumulated 15 or more credits 
of  letter-graded course work with an average GPA of  3.5 or higher.

Local Eastern students named to Dean's List
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Gateway Players 
presents “Death 
by Chocolate”

SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway Players Theatre of  South-
bridge presents “Death by Chocolate” by Paul Freed.  Per-
formances will be held on Feb. 23 and 24 and March 1 and 2 
at 7:30 p.m., and on March 3 at 2 p.m.    All performances will 
be held at the Fellowship Hall of  Elm Street Congregational 
Church, 61 Elm St. in Southbridge. Parking is available on 
Elm Street, or in the parking deck behind the Southbridge 
Town Hall. This production will be directed by Mikey 
Dearn, and produced by Eric Hart. 

The Feb. 24 performance will be a Dessert Theatre. Tick-
ets are $25, and will include a variety of  desserts and bever-
ages served prior to the performance and during intermis-
sion. Tickets for the other performances are $18 for adults 
and $15 for seniors and youth under 18. Tickets may be 
reserved by calling Gateway at 508-764-4531. Online credit 
card ticket sales are available at https://gateway-players.
ticketleap.com/deathbychocolate.

Presented by permission through special arrangement 
with Concord Theatricals.

Members of  the newly renovated Meadowbrook Health 
Resort are dropping like flies, including famed chef  Edith 
Chiles! On the eve of  the grand re-opening, this is not the 
best advertisement. It’s up to John Stone, the manager, to 
find the cause and the murderer. Delightfully sarcastic and 
cynical, Stone finds himself  teaming up with Ed Parlor, 
mystery writer and amateur sleuth, in a wacky race against 
time. The clues point to a sinister box of  chocolates, and 
the suspects include all the outlandish characters working 
for the resort. Could it be Lady Riverdale, owner of  the re-
sort and a woman with dark secrets? Or Ralph Deadwood, 
gym instructor and all-around cad? Dick Simmering, the 
aerobics instructor? Anne, the panic-stricken nurse? Or 
could it be “Sweet Pea” Meadowbrook, overweight and 
grieving daughter of  the recently deceased founder of  the 
resort? “Death by Chocolate” combines all the elements of 
classic murder mysteries with a scathing satire of  today’s 
health crazes.

DCRSD utilizing capital plan 
funds for review of Shepherd Hill

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARL-
TON — With the Dud-
ley Charlton Regional 
School District’s appli-
cation for Massachu-
setts School Building 
Authority money for 
Shepherd Hill Region-
al High School rescind-
ed in 2023, the district 
has begun examining 
ways to continue prog-
ress towards the need-
ed renovation or re-
placement of  the high 
school. On Jan. 10, the 
School Committee took 
the first big step by uti-
lizing money available 
in the district’s Capital 
Expenditure Plan to 
move forward with a 
review of  the building.

Director of  Fi-
nance and Operations 
Richard Mathieu ap-
proached the commit-
tee with a proposal 
that would utilize 
money already avail-
able in the capital plan 
to include Shepherd 
Hill in a series of  ar-
chitectural reviews of 
several school build-
ings. Mathieu said the 
capital plan has been 
“very successful” and 
the architectural re-
view is one of  the final 
phases but original-

ly only included six 
schools as the district 
hoped to take advan-
tage of  the lucrative 
MSBA program for 
the high school. In 
2023, the district was 
forced to withdraw its 
application for MSBA 
funding after Dudley 
voters failed to com-
mit to the financial 
elements of  the appli-
cation. Mathieu said 
this hasn't changed 
the need for work at 
Shepherd Hill, so he 
proposed adding a re-
view of  the school to 
the capital plan.

“Our expected 
participation in the 
MSBA program for 
renovation or replace-
ment did not come to 
fruition. However, the 
votes against partic-
ipation in the MSBA 
program and the re-
imbursement that is 
offered did not remove 
the need for repairs 
at Shepherd Hill. As 
a result, the option of 
providing an architec-
tural review for Shep-
herd Hill was included 
in the procurement of 
the firm to perform 
(the review),” said 
Mathieu.

Habib and Associ-
ates was the success-

ful respondent for the 
reviews and quoted 
their work at $20,000. 
The district’s Capi-
tal Outlay and School 
Safety Subcommittee 
approved bringing the 
proposal forward for 
the full School Com-
mittee to consider as 
a way to at least make 
progress towards the 
needed work at the 
high school without 
added expenses to the 
district’s towns.

“The original bud-
get for the project was 
$125,000. The addition-
al services for this re-
view were quoted at 
$20,000. So, by includ-
ing Shepherd Hill, the 
total expenses would 
be $145,000 which still 
leaves the overall ex-
penses of  the capital 
plan well below the 
$7.5 million authoriza-
tion,” said Mathieu.

The School Commit-
tee voted unanimously 
to approve the appro-
priation. The architec-
tural review does not 
replace the extensive 
work and access to 
resources that would 
have been included 
with the MSBA appli-
cation. That program 
would have included 
a partially refund-

able feasibility study, 
which is different from 
a simple review of  the 
building’s condition, 
and qualified the dis-
trict for grant opportu-
nities under the MSBA 
to help cover the cost of 
renovations or rebuild-
ing. As such, the archi-
tectural review will 
only give the district 
an idea of  what work 
is required for the high 
school. Any further in-
vestment will need to 
be addressed at a fu-
ture date. 

School officials 
made clear last year 
that the decision by 
the town of  Dudley 
did not permanently 
exclude the district 
from MSBA funding 
in the future, but will 
force them to restart 
their application from 
the beginning in a 
highly competitive 
program. Any future 
consideration by the 
MSBA would also still 
require a vote of  ap-
proval from the public 
to embrace the cost 
sharing requirements. 
The School Committee 
has not made any indi-
cation they will re-ap-
ply in the immediate 
future.

Charlton Public Library launches 
new early literacy program

C H A R LT O N 
— Charlton Pub-
lic Library is 
excited to offer 
the 1,000 Books 
Before Kinder-
garten program! 

This nationwide 
program is a 
fun, free way 
to build your 
child's early 
literacy skills, 
and we're here 

to help. The goal 
is simple: read 
1,000 books to 
your child be-
fore they enter 
k i n d e rg a r te n , 
and help them 

climb the ladder 
to reading suc-
cess! 

A thousand 
books may 
sound like a lot, 
but if  you read 
one book each 
day, you'll meet 
your goal in un-
der three years. 
Read three 
books each day, 
and you'll reach 
it in under a 
year! All books 
count, no matter 
how many times 
you've read 
them or who is 
reading them to 
your child. Your 
child will earn 
incentives along 
the way to en-
courage them to 
keep reading!

Children from 
birth to age five 
can sign up in 

the Children's 
Room at the 
Charlton Public 
Library starting 
Jan. 22. You'll 
receive a fold-
er, bookmarks, 
reading logs, 
and a fun bag 
to help you car-
ry your library 
books home. 
Please email 
Kathy McGrath 
at kmcgrath@
c w m a r s . o r g 
with any ques-
tions.

This program 
is made possible 
by a generous 
donation from 
the Friends of 
Charlton Public 
Library.

Charlton Pub-
lic Library is lo-
cated at 40 Main 
St. in Charlton. 

SOUTHBRIDGE — The annual town election will be 
held in Southbridge on Tuesday, June 11, and nomina-
tion papers will be available to persons who wish to run 
for local office beginning Tuesday, Jan. 17.

The offices needing to be filled are:
Councilor At Large (three years): Three
School Committee (three years): Two
Town Clerk (three years)
Southern Worcester County Regional Vocational 

School Committee (three years)
Southbridge Redevelopment Authority (five years)

Nomination papers require 43 signatures for all town-
wide offices. Nomination papers must be returned to 
the Town Clerk’s office for certification of  signatures by 
Tuesday, April 23 at 5 p.m. For more information regard-
ing the town election for Southbridge and how to obtain 
nomination papers, call the office of  the Town Clerk at 
(508) 764-5408.

Nomination papers available 
for Southbridge election

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Friday price 01/12/24 was $3.69 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL
570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma

tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308

BRIDGEWATER — The following 
Massachusetts residents were named 
to the dean’s list for the fall 2023 se-
mester at Bridgewater State Univer-
sity:

  
Auburn

Simon Benton, Abigail Gaudreau, 
Mackenzie Greenidge, Emily Healy, 
Shea Kobel, Anna Novakoski and Ava 
Novakoski.

 
Blackstone

Madison Abrants, Zoe Bergeron, 
Brad Chausse, Mackenzie Gill, Alexis 
Harrison, Erin McGuire, Mia Russo, 
Stephanie Spear, Gabriella Torricelli 
and Natalie Torricelli.

 
Brimfield

Spike Austin and Giana Uwazany
  

Charlton
Kayla Canty, Samantha D'Arcange-

lo, Olliver Dickinson, Molly Johnson 
and Kianaly Pedraza.

Douglas
Madalyn Carr, Essined Colon, Sa-

mantha Gibson, Lauren Johnson, 
Joshua McCullen, Matthew Mooney, 
Michael Pembroke and Cody Winchell.

 
East Brookfield

Mackenzie St Laurent
 

Fiskdale
Nate Eliason and Allison Morin
 

Leicester
Brynn Cooney, Hannah Dufries and 

Shannon Tuson.
 

Milford
Faith Ballarino, Julia Cacciola, 

Edith Caguana, Natalie Da Cunha, 
Megan Danahey, Mayra Desousa, 
Mack Enright, Tiago Filadelfo, Bri-
anna Guerreiro, Tesha Houston, 
Alya Lainez, Frankie Lange, Ashley 
LaVergne, Brenna Mackie, Aiden 
Mandile, Yasmin Silva, Eric Stockwell 

and John Tomaso.
 

Millville
Charlie Dakai and Myra Dehestani
 

Milton
Owen Flaherty and Kyle Mancini
 

North Brookfield
Shannon Daige
 

Northbridge
Emily Wheeler
 

Oxford
Rachel Fox, Corinne Holmes, Dan-

ielle Johnson and Lucas Lambert.
 

Southbridge
Adryanne Gonzalez
 

Spencer
Morgan Girard
 

Sturbridge
Megan Hooker, Ryan Manners and 

Alec Merrifield.
 

Sutton
Kiley Blanchard, Brynn Courtney 

and Kyla Rae.
 

Upton
Allison Ceruti
 

Uxbridge
Lilyanna Bain, Amanda Brochu, 

Geovanna Freire, Maia Harris, Riley 
Holt, Paige Irving and Brenna Neill.

 
Webster

Lily Picchioni and Aryanah Walk-
er-Sanchez

 
West Brookfield

Paige Latter
 

Whitinsville
Lizzie Duca, Mackenzie Gifford, 

Gabrielle Mateer, Ian Reed, Makayla 
Robinson and Nate Survell.

Local residents named to Dean’s 
List at Bridgewater State

Charlton Federated Church 
calls first female minister

CHARLTON — The 
Federated Church of 
Charlton (FCC) has 
called the Rev. Shannan 
Hudgins to be its next 
settled pastor. She is the 
first female to hold the 
position of  settled pastor 
in the 262-year history of 
the church. 

Before assuming this 
position, she served as 
a hospice chaplain with 
Baystate Home Health 
and Hospice in West 
Springfield. She held 
this position for four 
years during which, she 
also provided sabbati-
cal and pulpit supply for 
churches across New En-
gland. During the first 20 
months of  the pandemic, 
she also served as Minis-
ter Assistant at the First 
Congregational Church 
of  Vernon, Conn. She 
holds a Master of  Divin-
ity Degree from Ando-
ver Newton Theological 
School at Yale Universi-
ty, as well as a Master of 
Arts and a Bachelor of 
Arts in English from Sam 
Houston State University, 
Huntsville, Texas. 

A native of  Texas, 
Hudgins had successful 
careers in various busi-
ness and non-profit or-
ganizations in New York 
and New Hampshire 
before entering the min-
istry. At one point, she 
was also the co-owner 
of  Gibson’s Bookstore 
in Concord, a successful 
independent bookstore. 
She was ordained in the 
United Church of  Christ 
in August of  2022. While 
the Federated Church 
of  Charlton will be her 
first as a senior pastor, 

she has extensive experi-
ence working in a variety 
of  New England church-
es in both volunteer and 
paid staff  capacities. She 
has two adult children 
and is awaiting the arriv-
al of  her first grandchild.

Hudgins began her 
ministry in Charlton 
with the Church Season 
of  Advent on Dec. 1. She 
can be reached by call-
ing the Church at 508-
248-5550 or emailing her 
at pastorshannan@charl-
tonfedchurch.org.

The FCC is a federa-
tion of  the United Church 
of  Christ and the Unitar-
ian Universalist Associa-
tion in Christian worship 
together. The Church de-
scends from a number 
of  churches active in 
the Charlton community 
over the centuries.  The 
first of  these was found-
ed in 1761, six years after 
the town was formed in 
1755. The FCC is the first 
church to be founded in 
this community and the 
only one remaining on 
the town common. 

Highlights from its 
long history include the 
first minister, Caleb Cur-
tis (1727-1802), blessing 
the Minutemen who left 
from Charlton to fight at 
Lexington and Concord 
in April of  1775. Curtis 
was also the area's rep-
resentative to the Conti-
nental Congress and in 
the summer of  1776, read 
the Declaration of  Inde-
pendence from the pulpit 
as ordered by the Massa-
chusetts General Court.

The Church’s second 
meetinghouse was con-
structed in 1798. Con-

taining 100 pews on the 
main floor and 50 in the 
balcony it was one of  the 
largest meetinghouses in 
all of  Worcester County 
when it was built.

In response to the 
Unitarian controversy 
in 1825, the First Con-
gregational Calvinistic 
Church was formed. A 
Unitarian church was 
also created and shortly 
afterwards it united with 
the Universalist Society 
of  Charlton becoming 
the First Union Society 
of  Charlton, which held 
Christian Universalist 
beliefs. The First Con-
gregational Calvinistic 
Church and the First 
Union Society would 
draft Articles of  Federa-
tion in 1922 creating the 
Federated Church.  In 
May of  that same year 
the Universalist church 
building burned. The 
property was donated 
to the town so that the 
Charlton High School 
could be built there. 
The building is current-
ly used as the Charlton 
Town Hall. 

On Christmas Day 
in 1939, the Federated 
Church building burned 
to the ground. Despite 
the severe economic 
times, the Federated 
Church was able to raise 
the funds to build a new 
building which opened in 
1941, just two years after 
the disastrous blaze.

The Educational Wing 
was added to the present 
church building in 1964 
and the building was 
made handicapped acces-
sible in 2001.
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If  you’re a business owner, you always have 
a lot to do and a lot to think about. But have 
you put much thought into how you’ll eventu-
ally leave it all behind? 

Even if  you’re a few years away from that 
day, it’s a good idea to create an exit strategy. 
If  you’re like most other owners, most of  your 
net worth may well be tied up in your business 
— so how you exit that business can have a big 
impact on your finances and your retirement.

As you begin the exit strategy process, 
you’ll need to examine some basic questions, 
such as how much you want for your business 
and how much it’s worth. But you’ll especially 
need to plan for the mechanics of  your exit — 
that is, just how you’re going to sell or transfer 
ownership of  it. 

Essentially, you have three main options:
Internal sale or transfer – You could sell or 

transfer your business to someone affiliated 
with the company, such as a family member, 
business partner or even a group of  employ-
ees. The advantages of  this method are that 
you’ll have greater control over the timing of  
your exit, and you’ll be able to provide greater 
continuity for your employees, clients and 
suppliers. One potential disadvantage is that 
your net sales proceeds may be less than what 
you’d get from selling the business to an unre-
lated third party. 

External sale or transfer – The biggest ben-
efit of  selling or transferring your business to 
an unrelated third party is that you can poten-
tially maximize your net sales proceeds. But 
you’ll need to consider some tradeoffs, too. 
For one thing, a sale to an outside person or 
business usually requires a long and possibly 
expensive due diligence process. Also, you’ll 
have less control over the timing of  your exit 
than you would if  you sold the business to an 
internal source. 

Liquidation  – If  you liquidated your busi-
ness by selling all your assets and shutting 
down operations, you could end up with 
far fewer net proceeds than if  you sold the 
business to an internal or external source. 
However, you could raise cash pretty quickly. 
But if  you chose to liquidate or dissolve your 
business, it could potentially be disruptive for 
your employees, clients and suppliers.

Because everyone’s situation is different, 
there’s no clear-cut formula for deciding 
which of  these exit options is right for you. 
And it isn’t simply a matter of  numbers, 
either, because you’ll need to consider some 
intangible factors, too. How will your family 
be affected by your choice? How would you 
feel if  your business was in someone else’s 
hands, or no longer existed? You’ll need to 
work out these issues, along with the financial 
ones, before you decide on your business exit 
strategy.

Fortunately, you don’t have to go it alone. 
You may want to consult your financial, legal 
and tax advisors, and possibly work with a 
commercial banker and a business evaluation 
expert. By drawing on several sources of  
expertise, you can feel more confident that 
you’ll make a decision that’s appropriate for 
your needs.

One final suggestion: Don’t wait too long 
before you begin putting together your exit 
strategy. Time goes fast — and when the time 
comes for you to say goodbye to your business, 
you’ll want to be prepared.

 
This article was written by Edward Jones 

for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your 
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 
508-347-1420 or  trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com.

How can business owners 
plan for an exit?

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

Editorial

Dealing 
with the 
winter 
chill as 

days grow 
longer

As the winter season brings us neg-

ative degree temperatures, it’s easy to 

succumb to the urge to hibernate. While 

the cold weather can be daunting, it 

brings with it the promise of  longer, 

warmer, brighter days ahead.

Winter is often associated with short-

er days and longer nights, a time when 

the sun’s warmth feels distant. But it’s 

important to remember that change is 

a constant in nature. With each passing 

day, we inch closer to the end of  winter, 

and the natural world around us begins 

to respond.

One of  the most remarkable transfor-

mations that occurs during winter is 

the gradual increase in daylight hours. 

It’s as if  Mother Nature herself  is whis-

pering words of  encouragement to us, 

reminding us that brighter days are on 

the horizon. The winter solstice, the 

shortest day of  the year, marks a turn-

ing point. After that, every day brings a 

little more daylight into our lives, and a 

little less darkness.

The crisp, clean air invigorates our 

senses, and the world outside is trans-

formed into a winter wonderland. Snow 

blankets our worlds, turning ordinary 

scenes into breathtaking vistas. The 

stillness of  winter can provide a sense 

of  calm and serenity.

Moreover, the frigid weather can 

teach us valuable lessons about adapt-

ability and resilience. Just as nature 

endures the challenges of  winter and 

emerges stronger in the spring, we too 

can find strength in facing adversity. 

Winter encourages us to appreciate the 

warmth of  our homes, the comfort of  a 

hot cup of  cocoa, and the joy of  spend-

ing time with loved ones indoors as well 

as outdoors. 

Each additional minute of  daylight is 

a reminder that life is cyclical, and the 

seasons will continue to change. 

Splitting churches
Since 2019, you may have 

heard or read about the Unit-
ed Methodist Church being, 
well, not united.  Especially 
for the past five years, but 
truly for the past fifty years, 
we have been fighting one 
another about whether to 
marry and ordain (and treat) 
LGBTQ+ persons equally.  As of  last 
year, the denomination officially split, 
though it hasn’t affected churches in 
New England nearly as much as oth-
er parts of  the country.  You may hear 
more news about us in the coming 
months as what remains of  the United 
Methodist Church meets for its General 
Conference in April.  

Why would I want to write an article 
about the fact that my denomination 
can’t even live up to its name?  It’s quite 
simple, really.  I’m not a fan of  my de-
nomination.  I’m not a fan of  yours, ei-
ther.  I’m not a fan of  any denomination.

Indeed, the first Methodists, John 
and Charles Wesley, worked hard to 
convince Methodists to never become 
a denomination.  The point of  Method-
ism, as a movement, was to inspire and 
enliven Christians of  all stripes, all doc-
trines, to boldly live into the fire of  the 
Holy Spirit.  Methodism was not meant 
to be another separation of  Christi-
anity but instead a unifying force, an 
opportunity for all Christians to re-en-
gage their faith and take it seriously, so 
that whatever we believe, we live out 
our faith in daily life and do all we can, 
in all areas of  life, to be faithful.

Denominations tend to 
deaden faith rather than ig-
nite faith.  Denominations 
put time and energy and 
resources into survival and 
self-promotion, and then with 
fighting one another, rather 
than ministry and spiritual 
growth.  All denominations 

are fighting internal battles and, at 
least in some sense, fighting with other 
denominations.  In the meantime, are 
we doing the world any good?

My denomination or yours can die 
for all I care.  What matters, I think, is 
how we live.   So if  you read about the 
UMC splitting or fighting, or Catholic 
bishops fighting against the Pope, or 
whatever it may be, may we find in the 
ridiculousness of  it all a call to action: 
to live not the way our denomination 
would have us do but live as the king-
dom of  God would.  

And that means, I think, as John 
Wesley would say, joining hands with 
(and therefore welcoming and truly 
loving) all other faithful persons to love 
God and love neighbor.  “Whoever is not 
against me, is for me,” Jesus said, for a 
house divided cannot stand.  We don’t 
need to always or ever agree but we can 
join hands to love God and love neigh-
bor, across doctrinal debates, across 
the Christian spectrum, across denom-
inational lines, because loving God and 
loving neighbor is the first and most im-
portant commandment.  Whatever your 
beliefs, believe them strongly, and then 
join hands.  We are stronger together.

By Rev. Dawn M. 
Adams

First Congregational 
Church of Brimfield

Beyond the 
Pews

It’s that time of  
year, and the recent 
snow reminds us that 
although we’ve had a 
mild winter, snowfall is 
the norm for this region.

It’s not surpris-
ing that hardy New 
Englanders have had 
plenty of  practice bat-
tling Old Man Winter 
through the years – often 
relying on farmer tales 
and folklore that prove 
true generations later! 
A few years ago this col-
umn featured a review 
of  snow-related informa-
tion, including eye-open-
ing superstitions from a 
regional writer, that bears 
repeating.        Read on for 
a roundup of  informative 
and interesting snow facts 
and trivia:

 
Timeless “Snowisms”
Snow has always 

been a common topic of  
conversation for New 
Englanders, and in 1896 
Hadley, MA native Clifton 
Johnson put together a 
volume of  collected prov-
erbs titled, “What They 
Say in New England - A 
Book of  Signs, Sayings 
and Superstitions”, 
which was republished 
in 2018.      Read on for his 
entertaining musings on 
snow:

*If  the breast-bones of  
the Thanksgiving chick-
ens are light in color, there 
will be a good deal of  snow 
in the winter following. If  
the color is dark, there 
will be little snow.

*If  the snow on the roof  
melts off, the next storm 
will be rain. If  it blows off, 
you can calculate on snow.

*The day of  the month 
on which the first snow-
storm comes gives the 
number of  storms you 
can expect in the follow-
ing winter.

*If  the ice on the trees 
melts and runs off, the 
next storm will be rain. 
If  it is cracked off  by 
the wind, the storm that 
comes next will be snow.

*Snow that comes in the 
old of  the moon is apt to 
last. Snow that comes in 
the new of  the moon is apt 
to melt quickly.

*When it begins to 
snow, notice the size of  
the flakes. If  they are very 
fine, the storm will be 

a long one; if  large, the 
storm will soon be over.

**
 Snow or No?
Old New Englanders 

often used nature to pre-
dict whether or not a 
winter will be particular-
ly snowy.    Here are some 
examples that are signs 
snow will be abundant:

*  Squirrels begin gath-
ering food in September

*Black bugs crawl about 
in the fall.

*Hogs gather sticks, 
straw, to make a bed.

*Birds eat up all the ber-
ries early

*Birds huddle on the 
ground

*Muskrat houses are 
built big.

*Beaver lodges have 
more logs and the north 
side of  a beaver dam is 
more covered with sticks.

*Squirrels’ tails grow 
bushier

*Fur or hair on animals 
such as horses, sheep, 
mules, cows, and dogs is 
thicker than usual

*Squirrels build nest 
low in trees.

*An ant builds its 
hill high

*Hornets and yellow 
jacket nests heavier

*More than usual 
amount of  caterpillars

*Caterpillars have 
heavy coats

*You see a caterpillar 
crawling before the first 
frost

*Crows gather together
** 
Know Your Snow:  Are 

we having a storm? Maybe 
a squall? Perhaps a flur-
ry?  Here’s help on ID-ing 
the white stuff:

Snowstorm: When large 
amounts of  snow falls.

Flurry: Snow that falls 
for short durations and 
with varying intensity; 
flurries usually produce 
little accumulation.

Squall:  A brief, but 
intense snowfall that 
greatly reduces visibility 

and which is often accom-
panied by strong winds.

Snowburst:  Very 
intense shower of  snow, 
often of  short duration, 
that greatly restricts vis-
ibility and produces peri-
ods of  rapid snow accu-
mulation.

B l o w i n g 
Snow:  Airborne snow 
particles raised by the 
wind to moderate or great 
heights above the ground; 
the horizontal visibility at 
eye level is generally very 
poor.

Drifting Snow: Snow on 
the ground that is blown 
by the wind to a height of  
less than 1.5 to 2 meters 
(5 to 6.5 feet) above the 
surface.

 
R e s o u r c e s 

*The Weather Channel
*National Snow & Data 

Center
**
 
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
(or whenever enough tips 
are received) will win a 
fabulous three course 
dinner for two at the 
renown restaurant, locat-
ed on Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a tip 
that  has worked for 
you?  Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household 
or garden matters?    If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?    Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for dinner 
for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

Seasonal Review of Snow 
Facts and Trivia

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint
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Dogs have been a good 
part of  my life, and have 
brought a lot of  joy and 
excitement to me and my 
wife.  I have had beagles, 
English pointers, and 
Labrador Retevers!  When 
rabbits were plentiful back 
in the 50’s through the 
early 20’s, I had as many 
as four or five beagles, but 
as the rabbit population 
dwindled, I changed my 
hunting priorities over to 
bird hunting. 

Max, a black lab, was 
one of  my early dogs that 
was given  to me by Dave 
Chabot of  Uxbridge.  He 
was just starting his sid-
ing business, and was 
busy working many hours 
a day as were most build-
ers back  then.  He had 
purchased Max for hunt-
ing, but was too busy to 
spend time with him. One 
day, we were talking about 
Max, and he asked  me if  
I would be interested in 
him.  He cautioned me 
that he was a bit of  an 
aggressive  dog, and did 
not particularly like other 
dogs.  “You can have him, 
Ralph,” he stated!     The 
price  was right, and I 
decided to give the dog a 
chance! 

I took Max to the 
Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club 
for some exercise, and was 
happy to see the late Ralph 
Salvis there with his Lab 
Retriever!  I thought that 
this would be  a great 
opportunity to introduce 
my new dog, Max. Wrong! 
He charged at Ralph’s dog 
and immediately started a 
fight.  Fortunately,  neither 
dog got hurt, as we both 

separated  them immedi-
ately. Ralph was not happy 
about the incident, and I 
quickly apologized.  After 
telling Ralph about how I 
got the dog, he offered to 
help me train him and 
hopefully break him of  
his nasty attitude.   

It was not long before 
Max was fully trained 
and hunting with other 
dogs with no problems. He 
turned out to be one of  
my best hunting dogs, 
and provided me with 
many memorable hunt-
ing experiences.  I talked 
about Max in last week’s 
column, and it was only 
one of  three hunting inci-
dents that he could have 
lost his life. Here is one of  
the stories of  Max’s close 
encounter with death: my 
brother Mel and I were 
asked if  we would like to 
go on an Eider hunting 
trip with a seasoned guide 
from the then “Concerned 

Coastal  Gunners 
Association” in Boston 
Harbor. The late Frank 
Anderson from Revere, 
who was then President 
of  the Association, along 
with his good friend Gerry 
Woodmanse as Vice 
President, had set up the 
hunt for us.   

Arriving at the boat 
ramp at 5 a.m., our guide 
already had the 18-foot 
boat in the water, which 
was full of  decoys, his 
gun and numerous 
other  equipment needed 
for the hunt. After we had 
loaded our guns and Max 
into the boat, we were soon 

traveling through the har-
bor at a pretty fast speed. 
Our guide was using a 40 
hp outboard with a tiller 
to steer the craft through 
the somewhat  dark cold 
morning. We soon arrived 
at a large rock pile in the 
middle of  the bay, some 
distance from shore.  Our 
guide set out some decoys, 
and told us he would be 
back in a few hours, as 
he had to pick up another 
group of  hunters. 

It was not long before 

shooting time arrived, and 
we were having a great 
time, with max retriev-
ing a few eiders.  As the 
morning hunt was com-
ing to an end, we noticed 
that the outgoing tide was 
becoming very strong. We 
only had one more bird to 
fill our limit, as Mel soon 
made the final shot.  The 
Eider landed a good dis-
tance out, and Max was 
tiring from the numerous 
retrieves. After picking up 
the eider, he started his 

return back  to our blind, 
but we soon realized that 
he was not getting any 
closer, and the strong tide 
was carrying him out 
to sea.  He soon disap-
peared from our sight and 
I thought I had lost him, 
when the guide showed up 
to take us back to shore.   

I quickly  jumped into 
his boat and motioned 
him to go in the direc-
tion that we had last seen 
Max. Luckily, we spotted 
him with the bird still in 
his mouth.   Quickly pull-
ing him into the boat, I 
removed one of  my jack-
ets and placed it around 
him.  My brother Mel 
could not believe we found 
him. It was not long before 
we found ourselves in a 
nice warm coffee  shop 
sipping hot coffee.  Max 
was given a warm cup of  
coffee and a doughnut!  
Next week, we will tell the 
final and frightening near 
loss of  Max during a sea 
duck hunt.    

Ice fishing was enjoyed 
by a few seasoned anglers 
this past weekend, with 
the Nipmuc Rod & Gun 
Club holding their  Ice 
fishing derby this  past 
Sunday, but it may not 
be long before the ice 
becomes unsafe.  A full 
report of  the anglers’ suc-
cess and ice conditions 
next week. Check out this 
week’s picture of  a mon-
ster record breaking rain-
bow trout caught on a jig 
stick.

Take A Kid Fishing & 
Keep Them Rods Bending!

Adventures with Max

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows this writer with Max after a local 
duck hunt more than 30 years ago.

his week’s second picture shows a Rhode Island Angler that 
caught a 15 pound, 12 ounce state record rainbow trout on 
a Jig stick recently.

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors

This is the last in 
a series of  articles dis-
cussing some of  the best-
selling items in our 2023 
auctions. In previous 
columns I’ve discussed 
sports memorabilia, 
comic books, toys and 
collectibles, gold jewelry, 
sterling silverware, musi-
cal instruments, and Civil 
War memorabilia. We’ve 
also had success with 
a wide range of  other 
items including coins 
and advertising signs. In 
today’s column, I’ll dis-
cuss an assortment of  
items that also sold well 
last year. 

One of  our top-selling 
items in 2023 was by a 
best-selling author. Kurt 
Vonnegut’s most popular 
novel “Slaughterhouse-
Five” was published in 
1969. It was based on his 
experiences as a POW 
during World War II 
and the firebombing of  
Dresden, Germany. He is 
considered one of  the best 
American writers of  the 

second half  of  the 
20th century. We 
sold a 1954 Kurt 
Vonnegut signed 
job application for 
a Time Magazine 
writing position 
for $1,180. 

Folk art and 
paintings also 
brought strong 
prices. A sam-
pler marked “Her 
Sampler 1736” 
with the alphabet 
and stitchwork 
featuring intri-
cate designs sold 
for $960. William 
Stubbs was the son of  
a shipmaster and was 
born in Maine in 1842. 
It’s believed that he was 
the master of  his father’s 
ship from 1868 to 1873. He 
moved to Boston and was 
listed as a marine painter 
in the Boston directory 
in 1876. Despite having a 
large tear in the canvas 
with a repair, we sold a 
William Stubbs signed oil 
on canvas painting of  a 

Boston schoo-
ner for $2,655. 

S w i t c h i n g 
from sea to land, 
Americans are 
said to have a 
love affair with 
cars. Sports 
cars and mus-
cle cars are 
always popular 
with collec-
tors. Merriam-
Webster defines 
a sports car 
as “a low 
small usually 
two-passenger 
a u t o m o b i l e 

designed for quick 
response, easy maneu-
verability, and high-
speed driving.” Chevrolet 
Corvettes are one of  the 
top-selling American 
sports cars. Some con-
sider the 1975 Corvette 
style as less appealing 
than other designs from 
the era. Despite this, a 
1975 Corvette Stingray 
brought $10,000 at one 
of  our 2023 auctions. A 

muscle car is defined by 
Merriam-Webster as “any 
of  a group of  American-
made 2-door sports coupes 
with powerful engines 
designed for high-perfor-
mance driving.” The 1970 
Plymouth Satellite shared 
the same body style as the 
Plymouth Road Runner. 
Classic Industries reports 
that 41,484 1970 Plymouth 
Road Runners and 82,654 
Plymouth Satellites were 
manufactured. We sold a 
1970 Plymouth Satellite 
that had many parts 
missing and needed res-
toration. Even though it 
was a project car, the bid-
ding took right off, and it 
finished at $12,980 when 
the checkered flag waved.  

We have multiple auc-
tions taking place this 
spring. We are accepting 
consignments of  sports 
cards, non-sports cards, 
comic books, coins, and 
other memorabilia for a 
major collectibles auc-
tion. Later in the spring, 
we plan to run another 

auction with more art, 
jewelry, sterling silver, 
and other antiques and 
collectibles. I will also be 
teaching my night class 
at the Bay Path Evening 
School in Charlton on 
March 5, and I’ll be at the 
Learning in Retirement 
event in Danielson, 
Connecticut on March 
6. Please visit our Web 
site, https://centralmas-
sauctions.com, for links 

to other upcoming events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com 
or (508-612-6111).

Cars and other 2023 auction results

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

Whether you enjoy 
tomatoes sliced, 
sauced, or cooked in 
your favorite recipe, 
they taste best when 
grown and harvested 
from your garden or 
container. With more 
than 10,000 varieties 
available it can be 
difficult to select the 
best ones to grow in 
your garden. 

Start by looking for 
those varieties best 
suited to the intended 
use whether for slicing, 
cooking, preserving, or 
snacking.   Most seed 
catalogs and websites as 
well as plant tags and 
garden centers provide 
recommendations. 

  Bite-sized tomatoes 
are great for salads, 
relish trays, and snack-
ing. Trailing varieties 
like Lizzano, Tumbling 
Tom, Litt’l Bites Cherry, 
and Red Robin also grow 
well in hanging baskets 
and even window boxes. 

  Paste and sauce 
tomatoes have meatier 
fruit making them per-
fect for sauces, soups, 
and preserving. Roma 
is the traditional favor-
ite with an egg-shaped 
fruit that has thick 
walls and few seeds. The 
All-America Selections 
Early Resilience Roma 
has excellent disease 
and blossom end rot 
resistance and does not 
require staking. Use 

paste tomatoes during 
the growing season 
for sauces, chop and 
add them to an omelet, 
can or freeze them for 
future use. 

Grow a few slicing 
tomatoes to enjoy on 
sandwiches, grilled, or 
on their own. Beefsteak 
and Better Boy are long-
time favorites while 
Iron Lady, Galahad, 
and the colorful Chef ’s 
Choice series are more 
recent additions to this 
category.

  Perhaps you are 
looking for an heir-
loom tomato, one that 
has been grown for 
more than 50 years and 
maintained its origi-
nal traits and popular-
ity. Cherokee Purple’s 
rich flavor constant-
ly rates high in taste 
tests. Brandywine, 
Black Cherry, Chocolate 
Stripes, Amana Orange, 
and Black Krim are also 
gardener favorites.

  Coax reluctant veg-
gie eaters of  all ages 
to give tomatoes a 
try with some of  the 

sweeter varieties like 
Sunsugar often called 
the candy of  the gar-
den.   Consider having 
a taste test after grow-
ing a variety of  super 
sweet tomatoes like 
Sungold, Super Sweet 
100, Suncherry, and 
Sunrise Bumble Bee.

  Boost your suc-
cess by selecting dis-

ease-resistant variet-
ies and growing your 
tomatoes in full sun 
and moist well-drained 
soil. Plant tags, inter-
net sources, and cata-
log descriptions usually 
highlight this and other 
helpful information.

  Look for  toma-
to varieties  suited to 
your growing condi-
tions. Check with your 
University Extension 
for a list of  recommend-
ed varieties for your 
area. You will also find 
helpful information on 
the best time to start 
tomato seeds indoors 
and when to place trans-
plants in the garden.

  Start enjoying the 
harvest sooner with 
fast-maturing tomatoes. 
These are perfect if  you 
have a short growing 
season or are just anx-
ious for your first gar-
den-fresh tomato. Early 
Girl is a longtime favor-
ite, Bush Early Girl pro-
duces more fruit on a 
compact plant, and New 
Girl produces bigger 

Tips for selecting the best tomatoes for your garden

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

fruit and has better dis-
ease resistance. Glacier, 
Alaska, and Juliet are a 
few of  the many others 
to consider. Check the 
catalog description or 
plant tag for the number 
of  days to harvest.

 Select plants with the 
growth habit that best 
works with your gar-
den space and garden-
ing style. Determinate 
tomatoes are perfect 
for small space gardens 
and containers. They 
grow a certain height, 
stop growing, and pro-
duce their fruit over a 
relatively short time. 
Indeterminate toma-
toes continue to grow 

throughout the season 
producing flowers and 
fruit until you prune 
out the tip or frost kills 
the plant.   Stake or 
tower the plants to save 
space, reduce disease 
and insect problems, 
and make harvesting 
more convenient.

 
Gather your family 

and favorite recipes.  
Make a list of  longtime 
favorites and new toma-
to varieties to include 
in this year’s garden. Be 
sure to save some space 
as you are likely to find 
a few additional variet-
ies you just can’t resist 
planting this year.

 
Melinda Myers has 

written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She 
hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow 
Anything”  instant video 
and DVD series  and the 
nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Courtesy — All-America Selections

Lizzano is a semi-determinate tomato great for hanging baskets. 
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For J.D. Power 2023 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. 1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 1/27/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly 
payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 1/1/2024 and 1/27/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $250 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 
four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 1/27/2024. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit 
approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard 
to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon 
request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2See Renewal by Andersen® Products and Installation Transferable Limited Warranty for details. 32022 Andersen brand surveys of U.S. 
contractors, builders, architects & homeowners. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Patio & Entry Doors:
•  Our beautiful doors will 

transform the look of 
your home and are  
built to operate even 
during extreme 
temperature changes.

Windows:
•  The combination of our composite Fibrex® 

frames and our reinforced window seals 
helps provide year-round comfort.

•  Fibrex resists rot and corrosion and is 
available in six colors that won’t crack, peel 
or flake, which means our windows are 
virtually maintenance free.2

Renewal by Andersen:
•  We aim to make replacing your windows 

and doors an affordable project and  
the best home improvement 
experience you’ve ever had.

•  Renewal by Andersen is the full-service 
replacement window division of 
Andersen®, the #1 trusted window  
and door brand.3

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

With

PLUS

Minimum purchase of four required. Minimum purchase of four required.

NO Money Down • NO Monthly Payments • NO Interest for 1 YEAR1

1-800-209-2746
Call now to book your FREE Window & Door Diagnosis

CALL BY January 27

Door & 
Window

window or door,

window or door

Buy 1

Get 1

40% OFF40% OFF
1 $250 OFF

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE1

Highest in Customer Satisfaction among Window and 
Patio Door Manufacturer Brands, 4 Years in a Row



AUBURN — 
The 2-7 Auburn 
Rockets were 
hosts to the 6-3 
Tantasqua War-
riors for a Friday 
evening girls’ bas-
ketball matchup 
played on Jan. 19. 
This Southern 
Worcester County 
League A game is 
the second match-
up for these two 
teams this 2023-24 
season. Very ear-
lier this season 
Tantasqua took 
the win 52-20 at 
home. 

 
The first 

quarter was a 
very even-tempo 
matchup with 
both teams look-
ing for ways 
around their op-
ponent’s press. 
At the end of  the 
first eight min-

utes it was a tied 
ball game, 8-8.

 
It looked as 

though the sec-
ond quarter was 
going to be kept 
to low point totals 
due to strong de-
fenses and missed 
shots by both 
teams. With less 
than one minute 
remaining, Tan-
tasqua went on a 
10-point run, go-
ing into the half 
ahead 24-11.

Coming out of 
halftime, Tanta-
squa continued 
their scoring 
run, adding 13 
points. Auburn, 
who had a diffi-
cult time finding 
the open team-
mate through 
Tantasqua’s in-
tense press, were 

still able to add 8 
points. The War-
riors led the Rock-
ets 37-19 at the end 
of  the third quar-
ter.

 
In the opening 

three minutes of 
the final quarter, 
Auburn came 
alive and put up 
10 points, closing 
in on Tantasqua, 
39-29. Auburn was 
able to get within 
five with a minute 
left, 41-36. Auburn 
moved the ball 
up the court with 
purpose and de-
termination, not 
wanting to waste 
a shot, outscoring 
their opponents 
17-5 this quarter. 
Tantasqua added 
a late free throw 
and sealed the 
win, 42-36.

Top scorers 
for the evening 
were Gabby Scan-
lon and Sophie 
Webb both with 
10 points for the 
Warrior and Sa-
mantha Jess with 
12 points for the 
Rockets.
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HELLO 
NEIGHBOR!

As a longtime resident of South 
Central Massachusetts, I’ve always 
known what a special communi-
ty we live in.  For generations, we 
have trusted our local newspaper. 
Local news and advertisers you can 
trust, week after week.  As the local 
advertising rep for your newspaper,  
it brings me great pleasure to help a 
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers. 
 Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!  
Your neighbor,
Mikaela

Mikaela Victor
Local Resident 
Advertising Account Executive
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308

 www.StonebridgePress.com

SPORTS
Tantasqua takes lead, staves off Rockets’ rally for victory

Photos courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Tantasqua’s Sophie Webb, left, and Auburn’s Marion Ngumi go up to 
the tip-off.

Photos courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Tantasqua’s Nicki Vejack controls the ball and 
looks for an open teammate.

Photos courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Tantasqua’s Gabby Scanlon looks for an outlet while being double 
teamed by Auburn.

Photos courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Maggie Johnson dishes off the ball at the top 
of the key for Tantasqua.

Photos courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Sophie Webb finds an open lane for Tantasqua.
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SPORTS
High School Notebook

Warriors win again, this time against 
Shrewsbury, to remain unbeaten

Nick Ethier photos

The Tantasqua 
boys’ and girls’ 
swim program host-
ed Shrewsbury last 
Wednesday, Jan. 17.

On Wednesday, Jan. 17, the Tanta-
squa boys’ and girls’ swim program 
hosted Shrewsbury. The final scores 
were as follows: Tantasqua girls 68, 
Shrewsbury 107; Tantasqua boys 108, 
Shrewsbury 60.

Abbey Korenda (100 breaststroke) 
and Alison Regan (100 fly) were the 

Warriors’ winners in the girls’ meet.
First place finishes for the boys in-

cluded Evan Dambly (200 freestyle, 100 
freestyle), Sam Merchant (200 IM, 500 
freestyle), Ethan Zhu (100 fly, 100 back-
stroke), Ethan Korenda (50 freestyle) 
and Jonah Scherer (100 breaststroke).

The Tantasqua boys ran their re-

cord to a perfect 8-0, while the girls 
slipped to 1-7.

Then, on Friday, Jan. 19, the War-
riors swam in a co-ed meet against 
Worcester, which they won. First place 
finishers for Tantasqua were Sam 
Merchant in the 200 IM, Ethan Koren-

da in the 200 free, Jonah Scherer in 
the 100 butterfly, Evan Dambly in the 
500 freestyle, Keenan Scherer in the 
100 breaststroke, Zach Hilborn in the 
100 freestyle and Ethan Zhu in the 100 
backstroke.

Remember when you 
were young? Anything 
and everything was pos-
sible. You were innocent, 
you had faith, you were 
able to believe in your 
dreams, and with a trust-
ing heart, you knew you’d 
be able to make of  your 
life whatever you wanted.

As Pablo Picasso once 
said, “Every child is an 
artist. The problem is 
how to remain an artist 
once we grow up.”

Our childhood selves 
were indeed artists of  
possibility and imagina-
tion. But what happened 
as we grew older? We got 
hit by life. 

Bad things may have 
happened to you. You 
may have witnessed, 
seen, or heard things that 
destroyed your ability 
to believe that you could 
accomplish what you 
wanted with your life.

But is it better to grow 

up and abandon 
those childhood 
dreams and beliefs? 
Some argue that it 
is, as a child often 
believes in things 
that aren’t true.

Monsters under 
their bed, a rotund 
man with a white beard 
and a red suit who makes 
toys with elves at the 
North Pole, babies deliv-
ered by storks – these are 
the fantastical beliefs of  
youth. However, a child’s 
brain is undeveloped 
and prone to believing 
anything it’s told, and 
while some beliefs may 
be whimsical, there’s a 
special kind of  power in 
that innocence.

When you were young, 
you had a set of  beliefs 
that weren’t all true, but 
there were also truths 
in your beliefs. And as 
you got older and life’s 
blows came your way, you 

began to believe 
other things that 
weren’t necessar-
ily true. It’s as if  
we exchanged one 
set of  unfounded 
beliefs for another.

Take, for exam-
ple, the case of  

Santa Claus. You stopped 
believing in his existence 
as you grew, but you may 
have started believing 
that your past deter-
mines your future. Does 
your past truly determine 
your future? If  you fail 
at something, does that 
mean you’re destined to 
be a perpetual failure? 

Similarly, when you 
were young, you like-
ly believed your family 
would always stay togeth-
er. But then, a painful 
divorce experience fol-
lowed, and since then, 
you’ve grown jaded, 
convinced that all rela-
tionships are destined to 

fail. While it’s true that 
relationships can pose 
challenges, it doesn’t nec-
essarily mean that every 
relationship is doomed 
from the start.

On a certain level, 
growing up does mean 
facing reality and letting 
go of  childish fantasies. 

However, embracing 
the optimism of  youth 
doesn’t mean ignoring 
reality. It means recap-
turing the belief  that you 
can overcome challenges 
and achieve your dreams. 
Life is a blend of  ups and 
downs, like a painter’s 
brush strokes on a can-
vas.

Challenges, disappoint-
ments, and heartaches 
can shake our faith in 
ourselves and the world. 

Picasso’s journey 
reminds us of  the trans-
formation that life can 
bring. He shared, “When 
I was a child, my mother 

said to me, ‘If  you become 
a soldier, you’ll be a gen-
eral. If  you become a 
monk, you’ll end up as the 
Pope.’ Instead, I became a 
painter and wound up as 
Picasso.”

In your youthful inno-
cence, you believed in 
yourself, which gave you 
the courage to try new 
things, dream big, and 
persevere. Just as Picasso 
transformed himself  
from a child with dreams 
into an artistic genius, 
you too can create your 
masterpiece in life.

In 2024, amidst world 
turmoil and an uncertain 
future. It’s time to rekin-
dle that trust in yourself  
and your abilities. It’s 
time to remember when 
you were young.

Those dreams and 
hopes were not foolish; 
they were the sparks that 
ignited your journey.

Embrace them again, 

and you’ll find that life 
still holds countless 
opportunities and won-
ders to explore. Just as 
Picasso’s art evolved and 
matured, your life can, 
too.

So, the next time you 
think that growing up 
means abandoning your 
childhood beliefs, take a 
moment to reconsider. In 
recapturing that youthful 
spirit, you’ll discover a 
renewed sense of  wonder, 
determination, and joy in 
life’s journey.

Remember when you 
were young, for within 
those memories lie the 
keys to a life painted 
with the colors of  your 
dreams. After all, believ-
ing in yourself  and your 
dreams is not foolish; it’s 
the first step to making 
them come true, just as 
Picasso made his artistic 
dreams a reality.

Recapture your youthful spirit

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoFall

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When protecting your family, 
quality matters. We only use 
the two best products on the 
market; Certainteed Shingles 
and Owens Corning Shingles. 
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low 

price! 
Get 7 papers.

774-200-7308
GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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S For Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Gateway Players offer youth theatre workshops
SOUTHBRIDGE — Have you ever 

thought about joining a community 
theater? How about directing or writ-
ing your own show. Gateway Players 
is offering you the chance to try out 
directing, writing, and/or acting at 
our upcoming youth workshops. You 
can attend one or all three of  these 
workshops. They are designed for 
youths ages eight to 18. For more in-
formation, please call 508-764-4531. De-
scriptions for each of  the workshops 
are below. 

Cost per workshop is $10 when 
paid in advance by mailing a check to 
Gateway Players, PO Box 171, South-

bridge, MA 01550, or by Venmo to @
lou-ellen-corkum. If  paying at the 
door (space available) the cost will be 
$15. 

To sign up for any of  the three 
workshops, please go to the follow-
ing link. https://docs.google.com/.../
1FAIpQLSdBBjrYaYS.../viewform...

In May, we will give all participants 
the chance to showcase their skills 
with our “8 Days to Curtain” perfor-
mance. You do not have to attend any 
of  the previous workshops in order to 
participate. More information on this 
event will be posted in the near future. 

Director’s Workshop – Saturday, 

Feb. 17, 10 a.m. - noon –Miriam Sas, 
M.A.T. Southbridge High School Dra-
ma teacher, will lead this workshop. 
This will be designed for youths inter-
ested in learning how to direct a stage 
play. At the end of  this workshop each 
participant will have the opportunity 
to block a scene and walk the other 
participants through the scene.

Writer’s Workshop – Saturday, 
March 16, 10 a.m. - noon –Mary Dar-
ling Maestaz, Playwright/ director/ 
co-owner of  Museful Intent will lead 
this workshop. – This will be designed 
for youths interested in learning how 
to write their own short play (five to 

10 minutes). At the end of  this work-
shop each participant will have the 
opportunity to share the play they 
have each written.

Actor’s Workshop- Saturday, April 
20, 10 a.m. – noon – Pat Haddock and 
Lou-Ellen Corkum, Gateway Players 
directors, will lead this workshop. 
This will be for interested youths to 
learn various acting techniques such 
as: auditioning, facial expression, 
memorization, stage positioning, and 
other general acting techniques. At 
the end of  this workshop participants 
will perform a selection from a cho-
sen play.
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Maureen Elizabeth (Powers) Santilli 
passed away peacefully on December 
31, 2023. She was predeceased by her 
husband of  64 years, George David 
Santilli and her sister Mary (Powers) 
Boukalis. With wonderful memo-
ries of  being a loving sister, wife, 
mother, and grandmother, she leaves 
behind her brother James Powers, 
her four children, Marianne Santilli, 
Jack Santilli, Cathleen Smith (Dale), 
and Jimmy Santilli (Karen). She also 
leaves behind her three grandchil-
dren, Sarah Santilli Pelletier (David), 
Anthony and Rachel Santilli, and her 
great-grandson Jayden Gallardo, as 
well as several nieces and nephews.

Family was her everything and 2023 
was a year filled with good times and 
memory making as she went on a 
family cruise, traveled solo to visit 
out of  state family and friends, sang 
karaoke for the first time, played cha-
rades at various Christmas parties, 
and celebrated with a surprise 89th 
birthday party. If  you knew her, you 
know she was tiny but mighty and 
was a force to be reckoned with right 
until the end.

A funeral Mass will be held at 11 
AM on Saturday, January 27, 2024, 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Southbridge, MA

Maureen Elizabeth Santilli

OBITUARIES

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by
Cruise Control Transportation Inc.  Pur-
suant to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
Section 39A. that on or after January 
27,2024 at Cruise Control Transporta-
tion Inc. the following motor vehicle/s 
will be sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for stor-
age, towing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said vehicle
2000 MERCEDES-BENZ E-CLASS
VIN: WDBJF82JXYX033063
LAST REGISTERED OWNER :   

John Murphy
93 WINDSOR AVE

WATERTOWN MA 02472
2007 FORD EXPLORER SPORT 

TRAC 
Vin: 1FMEU51857UA31724

LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Yalhya Habbo

28 RODNEY ST APT 33
WORCESTER MA 01605

         2012 NISSAN MAXIMA 
    VIN:1N4AA5AP3CC850403

  LAST REGISTERED OWNER: 
           Derrick Crouse

             1541 Howard Ave
              UTICA NY 13501
    2011 KYMCO LIKE200I 

   VIN:LC2D21008BC100234
   LAST REGISTERED OWNER: 

           Eileen W Perez
        29 WEBSTER ST, APT 2,
        SPRINGFIELD MA 01104

 2012 GMC TERRAIN 
VIN:2GKFLREK3C6132881

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
    Joseph A Albano,
      18 COSTA CIR

     FRAMINGHAM MA 01701
2007 HONDA ACCORD 

 VIN:   1HGCM72757A022022      
LAST REGISTERED OWNER :                                                                                                                         

Mark E Deierlein,
725 RAVINE DR

UTICA, NY 13502
2005 cheverolet express van 
VIN: 1GAHG35U051166296

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER :

William J Mcgowan III
50 April Ct, Apt 3

West Warwick RI 02893
January 12, 2023
January 19, 2023
January 26, 2023

Town of Southbridge, 
Massachusetts

PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
SOUTHBRIDGE COMMUNITY

 ELECTRICITY
The Town of Southbridge will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, February 
12, 2024 at 6:30 pm Eastern Time, 
before the Town Council meeting at 7 
pm, to receive comment on the South-
bridge Community Electricity Plan.
Southbridge Community Electricity will 
be a municipal aggregation program, 
authorized under M.G.L. c.164 section 
134. You may participate in person at 
Southbridge Town Hall, 41 Elm St Ste 
1, Southbridge, MA 01550. A copy of 
the Plan is available for public review 
at https://southbridgecommunityelec-
tricity.com/ and in the Town Manag-
er’s office at Southbridge Town Hall. 

Questions and comments can also be 
submitted ahead of time either using 
the online form at SouthbridgeCom-
munityElectricity.com or by contacting 
the Town Manager’s office at 508-764-
5405.
January 18, 2024
January 25, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO24P0036PM  

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT
OF CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 

PROTECTIVE ORDER  PURSUANT 
TO G.L.c. 190B, § 5-304 & § 5-405

In the matter of: 
Robert Richardson

Of: Southbridge, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/Minor)
To the named Respondent and all 
other interested persons, a petition 
has been filed by UMass Memorial 
Health of Southbridge, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleging that 
Robert Ricahrdson is in need of a 
Conservator or other protective order 
and requesting that Jennifer Ryan of 
Quincy, MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as Conservator 
to serve Without Surety on the bond. 
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is disabled, 
that a protective order or appointment 
of a Conservator is necessary, and that 
the proposed conservator is appro-
priate. The petition is on file with this 
court.
You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this court on or 
before 10:00 A.M. on the return date of 
02/06/2024. This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by the 
return date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this proceeding may 
limit or completely take away the 
above-named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named per-
son. If the abovenamed person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
January 08, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman

Register of Probate
January 25, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P0079/EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Gail L. Saradarian
Date of Death: 08/30/2023 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of 
Personal Representative has been 
filed by 
Anita K. Palmaccio of Lancaster MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Anita K. Palmaccio of Lancaster MA  
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
02/06/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 09, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
January 25, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.WO23P4484EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Robert K. Sliwoski
Also known as: Robert Sliwoski

Date of Death: 12/11/2023 
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by 
Stephen P. Mier of Webster MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Stephen P. Mier of Webster MA  be 
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
02/20/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 16, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
January 25, 2024

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given of a public 
hearing to be held in the George 
Parent Community Room, second floor 
of the Town Hall on Tuesday, February 
13,  2024, at 10:00 a.m. in regards to 
the application of Juan Santa d/b/a Al’s 
Auto, 121 Hamilton St., for the issuance 
of a Class II License.  Those wishing to 
speak regarding this application will be 
given an opportunity to be heard.
This notice is also published 
electronically on www.
stonebridgepress.com and on www.
masspublicnotice.org
TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
John D. Jovan Jr., Town Manager
Licensing Authority
January 25, 2024

LEGALS

M O R G A N -
TOWN, W.V. 
— Kyle LeBlanc 
of  Charlton has 
been named to 
the Dean’s List 
at West Virginia 
University for the 
Fall 2023 semes-
ter. 

LeBlanc is a 
Junior major-
ing in Business 
with minors in 
Marketing and 
Communications. 
To see other stu-
dents who earned 
honors from your 
area, you can 
visit http://lists.

wvu.edu/. Out-
standing under-
graduate academ-
ic achievement 
is recognized by 
awarding Pres-
ident’s List and 
Dean’s List sta-
tus to students 
who obtain a 4.0 
GPA or 3.5 GPA, 
respectively in a 
semester. Only 
the highest honor 
is awarded, and 
it will be noted 
on the transcript. 
Students must 
be enrolled in 12 
credit hours or 
more of  graded 

courses to be el-
igible for such 
recognition with 
no grades of  I 
(incomplete), NR 
(not reported), or 
W (withdrawal). 

West Virginia 
University is the 
premier land-
grant institution 
in the 21st cen-
tury and deliv-
ers high-quality 
education, ex-
cels in discovery 
and innovation, 
models a culture 
of  diversity and 
inclusion, pro-
motes health 

and vitality and 
builds pathways 
for the exchange 
of  knowledge 
and opportuni-
ty between the 
state, the nation 
and the world. 
Founded in 1867, 
WVU is home to 
more than 30,000 
students and has 
nearly 200,000 
graduates shap-
ing our world 
each day. For 
more information 
on WVU, visit 
http://about.wvu.
edu.

Local West Virginia University 
student earns honor 

Call to all Scouts for Scout Sunday 
Feb. 4 at First Congregational 

Church of Brimfield
BRIMFIELD — This annual event puts the worship service entirely in the 

hands of  the Scouts. With the help of  our pastor, Scouts form the service and 
even offer the sermon. If  you are a Scout that would like to participate, please 
wear your uniform, join us for the run through at 9 a.m., and bring a snack to 
share for coffee hour. 

If  you would like more information or are interested in a speaking role, please 
email the church: brimfielducc@gmail.com.

EASTON — More than 1,000 students 
have been recognized for academic ex-
cellence at Stonehill College. To quali-
fy for this honor, students must have a 
semester grade point average of  3.50 or 
better and must have successfully com-
pleted all courses for which they were 
registered.

Megan Vanelli of  Uxbridge 
Rofail Wassef  of  Uxbridge 
Rahni Bussiere of  Charlton 
Rory Paul of  Uxbridge 
Mark Wassef  of  Charlton 
Allison Moloney of  Brimfield
About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a Catholic institu-

tion of  higher learning, was founded 
by the Congregation of  Holy Cross in 

1948. Located on the beautiful 384-acre 
campus and former estate of  Frederick 
Lothrop Ames in North Easton, Massa-
chusetts, it is a community of  scholar-
ship and faith, anchored by a belief  in 
the inherent dignity of  each person.

Through more than 100 academic 
programs in the liberal arts, sciences, 
business and pre-professional field, 
Stonehill College provides an education 
of  the highest caliber that fosters criti-
cal thinking, free inquiry and the inter-
change of  ideas for over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates the whole 
person so that each Stonehill graduate 
thinks, acts and leads with courage to-
ward the creation of  a more just and 
compassionate world.

Fall Dean's List announced at Stonehill College
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500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 2/29/24

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

The function room is now open! 

Fri 1/26 & Sat. 1/27 (after 5pm) 

VEAL

Come on in for a 
delicious meal! 

Don’t forget…
TAKEOUT is available!

FIREPLACE FEASTS  
Delicious early American Fare,  

Now through April
View details  

and reserve on our website.
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345 
Hours Now through February 11: Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Friday 4-8

Time to make Valentine’s Day reservations 
We are open Wednesday the 14th

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Bay Path nursing student 
obtains Relias Certificates 

C H A R L T O N 
— Ashley Rincon 
of  Southbridge, 
a practical nurs-
ing student at Bay 
Path Practical 
Nursing Academy, 
recently complet-
ed multiple online 
training mod-
ules and obtained 
her certificates 
in The Organ and 
Tissue Donation 
Choice, Ambula-
tory Preceptor: 
Leadership, Auto-
immune Disease: Causes and Treat-
ments, and Common Sleep Disor-
ders. 

The online courses are self-paced 
learning experiences designed to 
increase health literacy and aware-
ness. The training provides knowl-
edge, skills, and confidence needed 
by healthcare providers. The courses 
are available athttps://www.relias.
com/ a leading provider of  work-
force education and enablement 
solutions, empowering healthcare 
organizations and their staff  with 
integrated tools and best-in-class 
learning content. Relias’ healthcare 
workforce enablement and educa-
tion solutions aim to attract and re-
tain staff, elevate care quality, and 
reduce risk.   

Rincon, a 2017 Bay Path Regional 
Vocational Technical High School 
graduate and an Associate in Crim-
inal Justice degree holder with a 
minor in Science (2020) from Quin-
sigamond Community College, be-
lieves that as a student nurse being 
compassionate, hardworking, help-
ful, and patient includes learning 
new things and using the new skills 
towards helping others. She is certi-
fied in Mental Health First Aid, De-
mentia Care, Stop the Bleed, HCP/
BLS Provider CPR and first aid. She 
recently participated in her clinical 
team’s Luminary lighting project 
for the Alzheimer’s Association’s 
the Longest Night to shine a light to 
diminish the darkness and illumi-

nate a path towards a world where 
Alzheimer’s and dementia are noth-
ing but a memory. She joins 31 other 
members of  the 2024 with an antic-
ipated graduation date of  June 21, 
2024. Photo shows Rincon with her 
certificates. 

According to Gretheline Bolandri-
na, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, Acad-
emy Director, “At Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy, we applaud stu-
dent engagement. We believe that 
success is intentional and ensure 
that our PN students are relevant 
and actively engaged in empower-
ing themselves. In person and online 
learning are both helpful.” 

About Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy

The program is a 40-week 
(10-month), full-time, Monday 
through Friday, evening program. 
The program begins mid-August and 
is completed in late June. Graduates 
receive a Practical Nursing Cer-
tificate and are eligible to take the 
NCLEX-PN licensure exam. The Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Academy 
is fully approved by the Common-
wealth of  Massachusetts Executive 
Office of  Health and Human Ser-
vices Department of  Public Health 
Board of  Registration in Nursing 
(www.mass.gov/dph/boards/rn) and 
is accredited by the Commission on 
Occupational Education (www.coun-
cil.org). For more information, vis-
it www.baypath.net.

ASHLEY RINCON

Joshua Hyde Public Library
306 Main St., Sturbridge
508-347-2512
KIDS PROGRAMS
WINTER STORY TIMES - Tuesday’s 

and Friday’s at 10:45am - Beginning 
Tuesday, February 6th drop-in for sto-
ries, songs, rhymes, and a take and 
make craft! Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult caregiver. No registra-
tion required.

PRINCESS CHARM SCHOOL - 
Tuesday, February 20th at 10:30am. 
Come enjoy some story telling, singing 
and dancing as you learn to be a prince 
or princess during a royal coronation. 
Be sure to wear your favorite costume 
as there will be time for pictures. For 
children ages infant to 12 years old 
with an adult caregiver. Space is limit-
ed. Registration is required.

TOM KNIGHT’S MUSICAL PUP-
PET SHOW - Thursday, February 20th 
at 11:00am. Tom Knight is a musician, 
puppeteer and videographer based 
in Western Massachusetts. With his 
unique blend of  musicianship and pup-
petry, he has been delighting children 
and their grown-ups with his original, 
interactive, musical puppet show since 
1988. For kid’s of  all ages. Space is lim-
ited. Registration is required.

SING AND SWING WITH DEB 
HUDGINS - Friday, February 21st at 
11:00am. Join Deb Hudgins for a mu-
sical story time! There will be a lot of 
movement and audience participation. 
For children, ages infant to 6 years old 

with an adult caregiver. Registration is 
required.

ADULT PROGRAMS
AFTERNOON BOOK GROUP - 

Tuesday, February 13 at 1pm ~ Ex-
ploring the Importance of  Place - This 
month’s book is “Lady Tan’s Circle of 
Women” by Lisa See.

ARMCHAIR TRAVELERS BOOK 
GROUP - Wednesday, February 21 at 
6:30pm ~ Challenging Boundaries - 
This month’s book is “Stolen” by Ann- 
Helen Laestadius.

AUTHOR AND CRAFTSPERSON 
PETER BELLERBY discusses "The 
Globemakers: The Curious Story of  an 
Ancient Craft" - VIRTUAL - Thursday, 
February 22 at 2:00pm. Registration is 
required.

WORLD BUILDING BOOK GROUP 
- Tuesday, February 27 at 6:30pm. This 
book group discusses science fiction, 
fantasy, and other speculative fiction 
titles. This month’s book is “This is 
How You Lose the Time War” by Max 
Gladstone.

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF “THE BEEKEEPER’S 
APPRENTICE” - VIRTUAL - Tuesday, 
February 27 at 7:00pm. Can you believe 
it's been 30 years since the most amaz-
ing Sherlock Holmes retelling, "The 
Beekeeper's Apprentice" came out? 
Join author Laurie R. King as we dis-
cuss the origin story to the Mary Rus-
sell–Sherlock Holmes mystery series. 
Registration is required.

Joshua Hyde Public Library

Fiskdale resident earns Dean's List 
honors from MassBay Community College

WELLESLEY HILLS — Lucas Em-
manuel of  Fiskdale has been named 
to the MassBay Community College 
Dean's List. Lucas, who studies Bio-
technology, achieved this outstanding 
academic honor for the fall 2023 semes-
ter. 

To be eligible for the MassBay 
Dean's List, students must complete at 
least six credits of  college-level cours-
es, be in good standing with the Col-
lege, and earn a grade point average of 
3.5 or higher.

To learn more about MassBay, vis-
it massbay.edu.

MassBay Community College is the 
most affordable higher education op-
tion in MetroWest Boston, offering a 
robust portfolio of  courses and more 
than 70 associate degree and certifi-
cate programs with flexible day, eve-
ning, and weekend classes in Ashland, 
Framingham, Wellesley Hills, and 
online. MassBay students receive an 
unmatched educational value by earn-
ing stackable credits that transfer to 
bachelor's degree programs, and work-
force-ready skills necessary to ad-
vance careers in high-demand fields 
such as health and life sciences, auto-
motive technology, engineering, busi-
ness, cybersecurity, and the human-
ities. MassBay's Associate Degree in 
Nursing (RN) and Practical Nursing 
(LPN) programs were both ranked as 

the #1 Nursing Program in Massachu-
setts in 2020-2021 by national nursing 
advocacy organizations Registered-
Nursing.org, and PracticalNursing.
org. Since its founding in 1961, Mass-
Bay has been accredited by several 
governing bodies and remains firmly 
committed to its mission of  meeting 
the needs of  the diverse local commu-
nities it serves. We value the intrinsic 
worth of  all individuals, collectively in 
pursuit of  inclusiveness and prioritize 
our work towards achieving equity 
within our community and beyond. 

Nazareth University student Dakota Schantz 
of Sturbridge earns Dean's List honors

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — 
Nazareth University is 
proud to announce that Da-
kota Schantz of  Sturbridge 
has been named to the dean's 
list for the fall 2023 semester.

A student's grade point 
average must be at least 
3.5 or above, and they must 
complete 12 credit hours of 
graded work that semester 
in order to be included on 
the dean's list at Nazareth.

Nazareth University is an 

inclusive community of  in-
spired learners, educators, 
and changemakers who for 
nearly 100 years have been 
driven by a bold commit-
ment to action, empathy, 
equity, and leading innova-
tion for the common good. 
Impact experiences are at 
the heart of  a Nazareth ed-
ucation, preparing each 
student to discover within 
themselves the potential to 
cultivate positive change 

in their life's work, in any 
career field, and in a world 
that is constantly evolving 
and infinitely interconnect-
ed.

Our broad academic of-
ferings present a range of 
study options typical of  big 
universities, yet achieved in 
our supportive campus cul-
ture. Nearly 2,100 undergrad 
and 600 graduate students 
enroll in degree and certif-
icate programs and engage 

in collaborative, transfor-
mative learning experienc-
es, preparing them for the 
professions and society of 
today and tomorrow. In a 
learning community that 
purposefully integrates lib-
eral arts and professional 
programs, Nazareth grad-
uates launch lifetimes of 
changemaking leadership 
in communities and work-
places near and far.
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160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

Classic Colonial like new in Sturbridge 
almost 2400 sq ft! Call for details

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

SELLERS- NOW IS A GREAT MARKET!!!
RATES ARE GOING DOWN!!!
BUYERS ARE MOTIVATED!!!

Call for a FREE Consultation
and I can assist you with
PRE-LISTING ADVICE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed, Realtor
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

*2.5 Baths  
*Recent Heating System
* Fantastic Waterviews *  

*Garage
* Recent Roof * 3 Units

* Town Services

WEBSTER -CONDO
WATERFRONT VIEWS

WEBSTER 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

316 Dresser Hill Road $425,000

145 Baker Pond Rd $399,900 4 Camelot Circle $565,000 31 Old Turnpike Rd $329,900

805 Beacon Park $364,900 16 Granite Street $269,900

DUDLEY - 44’ Ranch

DUDLEY - 
LOG HOME

DUDLEY - 
COLONIAL

SZYMCZAK
SELLS!!!

*New Septic System 
*Newly Carpeted

*Painted Interior * 3 Bedrooms
*Sided * Town Water

* BR 
* 1.5 Baths

 *CATHEDRAL Ceilings
* 2 Acres

*Central Air
 * Family room * 8 Rooms * 

3 BR/ 2.5 Baths
 * 2 Car Garage

* Fireplace

*2 Baths
* Fireplace

*3 BR
* Garage

*FREE Real Estate 
Classes
*Learn How to Buy 
& Sell Real Estate
*Information Both 
Buyers and Sellers 
Need to Know and 
Understand

Call Jo-Ann to 
attend a Saturday 

Class
 774-230-5044
508-943-7669

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT SOLD

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II *  John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd.

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old 
cement block garage is located on the prop-
erty..  Land area surveyed, DEP approval to 
build. Property suitable for small craft dock-
age/off season storage. Town Water & Sewer 
available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 60 CUSHING ROAD     
Young 3 Bedroom Colonial! Living Room, Kitch-
en, Dining Area ~ Washer/Dryer & 1/2 Bath!! 2nd 
Floor - 3 Bedrooms plus 2 Full Baths!! Walk out 
Lower Level. Large finished room in lower level. 
Furnace Replaced 2023.  
List Price $355,000 Sale Price $385,000

BEING BUILT!! SPRAWLING 2000 SF ONE LEVEL RANCH 
HOME! Situated on a level 1/2 acre Lot! OPEN FLOOR 
PLAN. Living room, dining room, upscaled kitchen with 
8’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful Hardwood Floors! 
central air. 2 car garage, & shed.  $615,000

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  DUDLEY - 28 PARTRIDGE HILL RD

WOODSTOCK - 723 BRICKYARD RD

Split Level 4 bedrooms, two 
baths, one 1/2 bath, 3224 +/- 
Sq. Ft. Living Area. including 
in-law set up. 2 car garage. 
3+ Acres.
Assisted sale $420,000

SORRY, SOLD!!

OXFORD - 68 PLEASANT ST UNIT 36
Fairway Woods! Unit 36,rare 
end unit that boasts new 
windows,skylights, slider 
door and bay window, new 
central air, granite counters, 
3 Level living. Loft can be 
your personal oasis! garage.    

$319,900

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake -
 24S Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly cleared 
flat land, gentle decline to waters edge.  Sandy 
Shore line! Western views.  Call for a viewing! 

$695,000

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

This Home is a FIXER 
UPPER PROJECT. Spe-
cial Property, needs some 
love to bring it back to life.
Wood Floors, 2 bedrooms, 
2 baths, loft. Garage. 
Being Sold AS IS

$349,000

ON DEPOSIT
INVESTORS TAKE NOTICE ! 3 Units, 
Solid Brick. commercial/Residential 
Building! Zoned GB4.  $499,900

WEBSTER - 
30 EAST MAIN

SORRY, SOLD !
Well maintained Cape. living room, 4 
bedrooms, garage.  $329,900

WEBSTER - 
131 LAKESIDE AVE.

Michelle 
Alicea-Splaine
Salesperson

Cell 774.318.0862
masplaine@gmail.com

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
FREE

MARKET
ANALYSIS

25 Union Street, ste 400
Worcester, MA 01608

MARIA SUN REED
Call or Text 508-873-9254

Experienced Realtor
Sale or Purchase

Brighten up your life 
with Home Ownership

REAL ESTATE

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308



to Representative Smola 
and Senator Fattman for 
their continued support 
for Old Sturbridge Village 

and more importantly, for 
the students of  Worcester 
County. We are eager to 
welcome the students who 
will be funded by this gen-
erous support."
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308
NEW 

BATHROOM 
VANITY 

values at 
$500,  free 

With faucets.  
Brookfield MA 

Call 
508-867-8768

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

POKU
continued from page 1

passed the NCLEX-PN on her first attempt and is gainfully 
employed at Southbridge Rehabilitation Center.  

“Sharing the story is likened to telling the world how 
valuable an act of  kindness is,” stated Bolandrina. “I am in 
awe at all the acts of  kindness of  our practical nursing stu-
dents, alumni, staff, and faculty.” 

Bolandrina adds, “Even the littlest acts of  kindness make 
a difference in people’s lives.”  

While a student at Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy, 
Poku was certified in Healthcare Provider / BLS provider 
CPR and first aid, Dementia Care, Mental Health First Aid, 
and Stop The Bleed. She completed Domestic Violence train-
ing with the distinction of  achieving a 100 percent score. 
She attended EpiCorps Contact Tracing Training, through 
the University of  Houston College of  Nursing. Poku was a 
MassHire grant recipient. She was a member of  the Mock 
Code Team and UNICEF Club. She was a nominee for the 2023 
Clinical Excellence Award and a district & state Champion 
for SkillsUSA First Aid/CPR earning silver medals for both. 
Poku volunteered for the BP Clinic Charlton Senior Center, 
Health Screenings at Dudley Middle School and Shepherd 
Hill Craft Fair for Medical Care.  

The submitted work of  Poku published by Woman’s 
World Magazine was about how grateful she felt towards 
Bay Path’s custodial services. In an email to Bolandrina by 
the Woman’s World Magazine Circle of  Kindness Editor, it 
was expressed how they love Aminat’s story! Below is the 
story as it appeared in the Jan. 22 issue of  Woman's World.  

 “At the closing of  the second semester, heading into my 
final term as a practical nursing student I bought thank you 
cards & gift cards for the school custodians. The custodians 
keep our lecture hall, classrooms, media center, and cafete-
ria clean. They greet us and encourage us. They keep our en-
vironment clean and safe. This helps me focus mainly on my 
studies. I am grateful for their service. Getting them thank 
you cards & gift cards is a small token to show my apprecia-
tion for how they positively impact my learning.” 

About Bay Path RVTHS Practical Nursing Academy
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy offers a 40-week, 

(10-month), full-time, Monday through Friday, evening pro-
gram. The program begins mid-August and is completed in 
late June. Graduates receive a Practical Nursing Certificate 
and are eligible to take the NCLEX-PN licensure exam. The 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy is fully approved by 
the: Commonwealth of  Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Human Services of  Public Health Board of  Registration 
in Nursing, 239 Causeway St., Boston, MA 02114 617-973-
0800, www.mass.gov/dph/boards/rn. The Bay Path Practi-
cal Nursing Academy is accredited by the: Council on Occu-
pational Education 840 Roswell Rd., Building 300, Suite 325, 
Atlanta, GA 30350; Telephone: 800-917-2081; Web site www.
council.org. Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High 
School is fully accredited by the: New England Association 
of  Schools and Colleges 209 Burlington Rd., Suite 201, Bed-
ford, MA, 01730-1433 781-271-0022 www.neasc.org 

Jan. 25, a major step toward pre-
serving the area.  

 
“As the pandemic changed 

the way people travel, growing a 
larger mix of  business and lei-
sure travel clientele came into 
a stronger focus,” said Charles 
"Chip" Norton, owner of  the 
hotel. “The hotel embodies a 
distinctive hybrid of  hospitality 
with storied history, top-notch 
amenities and a state-of-the 
art-conference center. The re-
brand better tells this story and 
carries it forward as we contin-
ue to attract new leisure guests 
and business clients.”  

 
Embracing the best elements 

of  the former Southbridge Hotel 
& Conference Center, the Wells-
worth Hotel draws on the orig-
inal brand ethos that balances 
beauty, form, and function with 
rich historical significance. 
The property features 203 guest 
rooms and suites, a fitness cen-
ter with a racquetball court and 
basketball court, indoor pool, 
outdoor courtyard, restaurant, 

lounge and more. 
 
Accredited by the Interna-

tional Association of  Confer-
ence Centers (IACC), the hotel’s 
event and meeting space is a 
hub for innovation and gather-
ing of  minds. Steve Gardiner, 
general manager, added “the 
Wellsworth Hotel offers 24,000 
square feet of  flexible meeting 
and conference space. We’re 
also centrally located between 
all the major cities in Massachu-
setts, Connecticut, and Rhode 
Island creating an optimal set-
ting for organizations, corpora-
tions, and associations across 
the Northeast to host business 
functions, whether intimate or 
large in size.”   

 
The property’s meeting and 

event spaces include a ball-
room, a 250-seat auditorium and 
multiple breakout rooms. The 
space can accommodate almost 
any setting, from a 500-person 
company retreat to a VIP board 
meeting. Ergonomic chairs, 
high-speed Wi-Fi, and audiovi-
sual equipment and technicians 
will help support any company 
gathering.  

 
For more information, vis-

it wellsworthhotel.com. 
 
About the Wellsworth Hotel  
Situated in the quaint town 

of  Southbridge, the Wellsworth 
Hotel gracefully blends historic 
touches with a modern feel and 
resort-style amenities, making 
an ideal setting for business and 
leisure travel. Formally home to 
American Optical Company, an 
eyeglass and optics manufactur-
er and innovator for 160 years, 
today, the property features 
more than 200 guest rooms and 
suites infused with modern 
comforts and traditional New 
England character. The historic 
landmark is designated to the 
National Register of  Historic 
Places. Hotel amenities include 
a fitness center with indoor pool 
and basketball court, lounge, 
restaurant, and outdoor court-
yard, as well as 24,000-square-
feet of  state-of-the-art meeting 
space. The hotel is accredited by 
the International Association of 
Conference Centers (IACC). For 
more information, visit wells-
worthhotel.com.  

HOTEL
continued from page 1

also finding personnel. Ev-
erybody’s got the same prob-
lem, finding dispatchers. It’s 
like a house of  cards as soon 
as somebody gets injured. 
We’re not at two dispatchers 
twenty-four seven yet. I’m a 
strong believer that if  we go 
to a substation there’s going 
to be costs. Typically, region-
al dispatch is never about 
saving money. It’s only about 
better supplying resources 
and efficiency,” said Dowd.

Charlton has explored op-
tions for improving its fire 
and police departments sev-
eral times in the 2020s, in-
cluding voting down a large 

emergency services center 
that would have included 
both departments and dis-
patch. Since then, several 
alternative options have 
been brought forward, most 
recently involving a substa-
tion for the fire department. 
This latest move allows the 
town to explore an alter-
native specific to dispatch 
that could serve to control 
costs while also enhancing 
services for more than just 
Charlton. In the end, the 
study will determine if  re-
gionalization is a viable or 
effective option for all com-
munities involved. There 
was no timeline provided 
as to when that feasibility 
study would take place.

CHARLTON
continued from page 1

OSV
continued from page 1

DA
continued from page 3

communications Act of  1996, because the Plan-
ning Board has many more criteria to consider. 

Mackson said he's reviewed “hundreds” of 
such towers, and noted they're typically not built 
right at the top of  a hill (this one isn't either) for 
various reasons. This particular location, he said 
is “really special” because “there aren't other 
properties that have that specific topograph-
ic coverage.” A similar site on the north side of 
Route 20 is too close to “dense residential devel-
opment” and could experience interference with 
another nearby tower. If  this site is rejected, he 
added, providing similar signal coverage would 
probably require two towers in the river valley.

“If  there are alternatives, it'd take a lot of 
due diligence to figure out what they might be, 
and whether they're viable economically, viable 
in terms of  construction and viable in terms of 
available property,” he said.

“The fact there's no other available land or 
structure for a telecommunications facility is 
what creates the hardship,” proponent Francis 
Parisi of  Vertex said, referring to the fact the 
ZBA can only vote for a variance if  a hardship ex-
ists. “not only is there no detriment to the public, 
I think there's a substantial benefit to the public.”

Mackson said he wasn't a lawyer and couldn't 
actually opine on whether it qualifies as a hard-
ship. However, he did say, “If  this can't be done 
[here], it's going to be very, very difficult if  not im-
possible to do it from two or more other locations 
in the nearby area.”

Specifically, Parisi said the goal is to fill a cov-
erage gap along Route 20 and near Old Sturbridge 
Village that caused in part by the area's geogra-
phy. About half  of  Bay Staters report dumping 
landlines entirely and doing everything on cell 
phones, are not just using them while in transit 
but often at home and in buildings that partly 
block the signals, and are using them for many 
more things than just talking. Combined, all of 
that requires stronger signals, he said.

 He said his research found that the parcel had 
once been far larger, but parts were sold off  to 
build several houses along Stallion Hill. At some 
point, a developer proposed using the remaining 
22 acres and its driveway/cart path to create a 
subdivision, but that never happened. The front-
age has not changed since then.

The Planning Board's hearing resumed on 
Jan. 23, after our press deadline for this week’s 
edition.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

STURBRIDGE
continued from page 1

County. 
Early felt it was vital to continue supporting these pre-

vention programs and is utilizing his Drug Forfeiture Re-
investment Program this year. Funding to support these 
grants was previously provided by the Massachusetts Office 
of  Victim Assistance Drunk Driving Trust Fund.

Schools and parent groups can apply for these grants to 
either support existing events or to assist in establishing 
new events. Applications for funding requests are due by 
Feb. 15. To request a grant application, contact Julia Bar-
onowski at Julia.baronowski@mass.gov or 774-317-2321.

Springfield College recognizes Dean's List students
SPRINGFIELD 

—   S p r i n g f i e l d 
College Recog-
nizes Dean's List 
Students for aca-
demic excellence 
for the 2023 Fall 
Semester.

Maya Belog 
from Sturbridge 
was named to the 
dean's list. Belog 
has a primary ma-
jor of  Psychology.

Aiden Casing-
hino from Brim-
field was named 
to the dean's list. 
Casinghino has a 
primary major of 
Applied Exercise 
Science.

K a t h e r i n e 
Wade from Stur-
bridge was named 
to the dean's list. 
Wade has a pri-
mary major of 

Comm. Sci. and 
Disorders.

Melanie Emery 
from Southbridge 
was named to the 
dean's list for aca-
demic excellence 
for the 2023 fall 
semester.

Emery has a 
primary major of 
Exer Sci / Pre-AT.

Andrew Sweet 
from Charlton, 

MA to the dean's list 
for academic excel-
lence for the 2023 fall 
semester.

Sweet has a primary 
major of  Physical Ed 

Hlth/FCS.
The criteria for se-

lection to the Dean's 
List are as follows: 
The student must have 
completed a minimum 

of  12 credit hours of 
graded coursework for 
the term, exclusive of 
"P" grades. The student 
must not have any in-
completes or missing 

grades in the designat-
ed term. The student 
must have a minimum 
semester grade av-
erage of  3.500 for the 
term.
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$59999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$79999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 9am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

SAMSUNG
WASHER 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$69999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

TV DEALS
$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$26999

NEW YEAR SALE!

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.

INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING

SLEDS • TOBOGGANS
ICE SKATES • TUBES

TOY
CLEARANCE!

50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $329.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $699.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

Bill’s Daily Deals!See our store on 
SNOW IS COMING...
BE READY!

SNOWBLOWERS

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Be sure to check our website for weekly specials!

Come check out our new seasonal 
salads and healthy menu options! 

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE Delivery & Removal • FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

v Bedrooms
v Living Rooms
v Recliners
v Occasional Pieces
v Entertainment 
       Centers
v Sealy Mattresses

We are in the process 
of selling out some of 
our current stock to 
make room for new 
2024 models. 
Because of this, 
we are offering 
savings throughout 
the store!
Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these 
items. Floor Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

Winter CLEARANCE
SALE!

SAVE 20-60%

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Ruth Wells Center offers kids’ art workshop
SOUTHBRIDGE — Ruth Wells Cen-

ter for the Arts, located at 111 Main 
St. in Southbridge, is excited to host a 
Kids Art Workshop during school vaca-
tion week, Feb. 19-23. 

The 9 a.m. session is for kids age six 
to 10. The 10:30 a.m. session is for the 
11-16 group. The workshop runs Mon-
day to Friday. On Sunday, there will 
be an open house for all family and 
friends to see the creative art hanging 
in the galleries of  the historic Ruth 
Wells Center. The open house Is 2-4 
p.m., with refreshments served, and all 
are welcome.

The art workshop is led by Simone 
Delongchamp Germain, a talented lo-

cal artist, who will introduce the kids 
to a variety of  art techniques. The 
week is always a fun learning experi-
ence, designed to encourage creativity.

The registration button is on the 
Web site, ruthwellscenter.com. The 
art workshop is free to paid family 
members. The membership of  $25 for 
the year will cover several workshops 
(August and February) as well as a hol-
iday workshop. In addition, members 
are welcome to participate in all Cen-
ter activities- exhibits, art and music 
sessions, festivals and other programs. 
The Ruth Wells Center was started 
in 1978 as Quinebaug Valley Council 
for the Arts and Humanities, and has 
served the community as a cultural 
enrichment center since then. This is 

an all-volunteer organization and new 
members are always welcome.

For more information, check out the 
Web site (ruthwellscenter.com), our 

Facebook page, or call 508 764 3341.
This workshop is funded in part by a 

grant from the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council.
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