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Fire officials attend ice rescue training

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

DOUGLAS — Firefighters assigned to the D7
Regional Dive Team recently participated in a
training ice dive in the town of Sturbridge at Long
Pond.

According to town of Douglas Fire Department,
the training dive included working with a sled
that is used to bring divers and tenders out to the
hole where a victim has fallen through via a rope
and pulley system.

“This enables those working on the ice and
the divers to expend as little energy as possible
getting to the victim’s entry point under the ice,”
Douglas Fire officials released in a statement on
social media. “We would like to remind everyone
that the only safe ice is at a skating rink. Ice thick-
ness may vary considerably on the same body of
water depending many factors including exposure
to sunlight and water currents, just to name a

Police arrest father, son on
drug and firearm charges

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

BLACKSTONE — Police have arrested two
men on drug and firearms charges following
the execution of a search warrant.

Blackstone Chief of Police Gregory Gilmore
released that Michael Pitler, 45, of Blackstone,
and Zachary Pitler, 21, of Blackstone, have been
arrested and charged. The search warrant was
executed on Friday, Feb. 16, at approximate-
ly 10 a.m., by officers with the Blackstone
Police Department, along with members of
the Milford Police Department, the Blackstone
Valley Drug and Counter Crime Task Force
(represented by Northbridge, Sutton, and
Millbury Police), the Worcester DEA Tactical
Diversion Squadron, and the U.S. Postal
Inspection Service.

The search warrant was executed in the
area of Michelle Lane following a months-long
investigation, according to reports.

“Officers cleared the residence and arrested
Michael Pitler and Zachary Pitler on-scene
without incident,” the Blackstone Police
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The sled used to bring divers and tenders out to the hole where a victim has fallen through via a rope and pulley system.

few.”

Additionally, several Douglas firefighters
assigned to the Mass Fire District 7 Dive Team
attended sessions last month at the Mass. State
Police Training Tank to become certified to dive
in full face masks and dry suits.

These members included: Firefighter Danica
McCallum, Firefighter Devon Jackson, Firefighter
Ryan Norton, and Firefighter Patrick Burgess,
according to reports. Assistant Chief Manning
and Lt. Gerard Connell also attended to refresh
skills, the Douglas Fire Department released in a

11th Annual Art Palette Contest
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Guests admiring art palettes at the Spaulding R. Aldrich Heritage.

WHITINSVILLE — ValleyCAST, the arts and
culture arm of Open Sky Community Services,
will be exhibiting the 11th Annual Art Palette
Contest at the Spaulding R. Aldrich Heritage
Gallery, 50 Douglas Rd., Whitinsville.

The Art Palette Contest features the creativity
in the community from artists of all ages and
abilities. Each artist is challenged to transform
an ordinary wooden art palette into a unique
work of art that will be displayed together on the
gallery walls for all to enjoy.

“The possibilities are limitless,” says Mary
Laliberte, Open Sky Community Services
Assistant Director of Community Outreach.
“Each artist begins in the same place, adds their
own story, and when they are finished no two pal-
ettes look alike. It is inspiring to see the diverse
perspectives and creativity showcased through
art while uniting people of all ages and abilities
in one exhibit.”

The opening reception will be held on Friday,
March 8 from 5-7:30 p.m. The community is wel-
come and encouraged to attend the free wine and

cheese reception and meet the artists. From the
opening through April 5 gallery guests are invited
to cast a vote for their favorite palettes in three
different categories and age groups. Winners
will receive cash awards. The exhibit will be on
display until Friday, April 21. This event is spon-
sored by Jerry’s Artarama, ValleyCAST and Open
Sky Community Services.

ValleyCAST’s mission is to foster a creative and
engaged community in the Historic Blackstone
Valley that is inclusive and supportive of all peo-
ple with and without disabilities. As the arts and
culture arm of Open Sky, ValleyCAST curates
events that bring people of all ages, abilities, and
walks of life together.

Open Sky supports individuals facing complex
challenges in Central Mass to achieve their defi-
nition of wellness and pursue the opportunities
and relationships that are meaningful to them.
We help them see beyond what they thought was
possible to find their open sky.

To learn more about ValleyCAST and Open SKky,
visit: www.openskycs.org.

separate statement.

“Thank you to the MSP for allowing our team to
utilize your facility.. and D7 dive team training
coordinators Sam MacConnell [Millbury Fire] and
Brian Sheridan [Auburn Fire] for a great training
session on both days,” the department released.

Meanwhile, in Grafton, the fire department
shared that six officers attended Company Officer
Training at Auburn Fire.

“Topics discussed included leadership, scene
size up, discipline, and strategies/tactics,” the
Grafton Fire Department released. “This was a
great learning experience, as there were over 60
officers from MA Fire District 7 sharing their
experiences and ideas.”

Uxbridge Free Public
Library joins ‘Minute
Madness’ reading
competition

UXBRIDGE — The Uxbridge Free Public Library
is excited to announce its participation in the
Minute Madness Reading Competition, a March
Madness bracket-style event that challenges par-
ticipants to log the minutes they read each week.

In this unique reading challenge, inspired by
the excitement of March Madness, 23 libraries
throughout the Commonwealth will compete to
log the highest number of minutes read each week
throughout the competition. Like the bracket for-
mat of March Madness, libraries will be grouped
into head-to-head matchups, with winners advanc-
ing to subsequent rounds until a champion is
determined.

This friendly competition encourages partici-
pants to log their reading minutes from a variety
of sources, including audiobooks, graphic novels,
and news articles. Every minute spent reading
adds to the Library's overall reading total.

"At the Uxbridge Free Public Library, we are
always looking for new ways to engage with read-
ers of all ages throughout our community," said
Director Chris Powloka. "Minute Madness offers a
fun and interactive way for individuals to discover
new books, challenge themselves, and share their
love of reading with others."

Starting March 1, the first week will be a “free
for all” round where the 16 top-performing librar-
ies will land a spot on the bracket. Thereafter,
libraries will play head-to-head against another
library in each round until the Championship. In
2023, Uxbridge patrons logged nearly 70,000 min-
utes and secured a spot in the Elite 8, ultimately
falling to the Burlington Public Library in Week 3.

The Uxbridge Free Public Library encourages
residents to sign up and participate in Minute
Madness, where every minute spent reading brings
Uxbridge one step closer to victory. Participants
who log at least 1,000 minutes throughout the
month of March will be entered in a drawing to
win one of three $25 Target gift cards. To get start-
ed, visit uxbridgelibrary.beanstack.org, download
the Beanstack mobile app, or log the minutes you
read in-person at the Library!

About Uxbridge Free Public Library

Located in the historic Thayer Memorial
Building since 1894, the Uxbridge Free Public
Library strives to be a gateway to lifelong learn-
ing by offering a full spectrum of services, mate-
rials, and events to all.
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Northbridge High School honor roll

NORTHBRIDGE — Students at Northbridge High
School are recognized for their academic success with a
quarterly Honor Roll. This is determined shortly after
the close of each of the four quarters. This recognition
is based on their quarter grades and is determined as
follows:

- HIGHEST HONORS: Term GPA is 4.0+

- HIGH HONORS: Term GPA is between 3.3-3.9

- HONORS: Term GPA is between 2.7-3.2

Highest Honors

Grade 12: Timmothy Adams, Elizabeth Andrews, Riley
Austin, Ryan Bedigian, Wyatt Boucher, Samantha Brody,

Shelby Cannon, Evan Carrachino, Abigail Caya, Sarah
Cowen, Erika Dresp, Madelynne Driscoll, Charles Dupuis,
Olivia Frabotta, Dakota Grazulis, Emily Guarino, Carrie
Guckel, Ainsley Hogan, Kayla Hubbard, Callie Jee,
Kayda King, Hannah King, Jake LaChapelle, Charlotte
Leppamaki, Emily Letendre, Joseph Mazzarelli,
Charleigh Mitchell, Zachary O'Meara, Mia Pellegrino,
Marcus Reilly, Rachel Sawyer, Elizabeth Smith, Jack
Wallace, Natalie Zborowski

Grade 11: Ethan Ballou, Johann Jay Baniqued, Abigail
Bergeron, Daniel Bosque, Larissa Briggs, Jacob Costello,
Rachel Dean, Molly Gahan, Kaia Gibson, Samantha
Haberski, Gianna Hayes, Juliette Lannon, Isabelle
Lomonaco, Caden Mastroianni, Annew Matmanivong,
Isabella Molina Costa, Julian Nkangu, Rowan Phillips,
George Roadman, Lily Simoneau, Holland Tessier,
Madison Thibeault, Jayden Tran, Caitlin Walker

Grade 10: Jason Bolduc, Danielle Chrabaszcz, Antonio
D'Alfonso, Lorelai Drapeau, Reed Dziekiewicz, Natalie
Fasold, Kylie Grazulis, Grace Haden, Olivia Harris, Sonja
Hastings, Addienays Heyliger, Stacia Hilditch, Aedan
Holcomb, Penelope Houpt, Nadia Kotwica, Kathleen
Leonard, Ellory Manning, Sienna Mastroianni, Gisel
Morrissette, Hayden Naylor, Emma Oosterman, Vidhi
Patel, Owen Pollock, Brendan Riche, Trevor Roadman,
Elly Schofer, Leticia Silva, Sofia Smith, Caleb Smith,
Kayleigh Szerlag, Kallie Tevepaugh

Grade 9: Kalintria Bailey, Emily Billmyer, Kayla Briggs,

Sutton Historical

Society happenings
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Main Street at Morse Road, Manchaug Village, circa 1920 prior to
the 1924 fire.

SUTTON — The Sutton
Historical Society's 2024
Membership drive is under-
way. Membership forms
can be found at sutton-
historicalsocietyinc.org.
Annual membership dues
are $15 for an individual
and $25 for a family Dues
can be paid by check or
through UNIPAY, an online
payment option through
UNIBANK. Membership
dues and additional dona-
tions are the Society's main
income source and help
us to maintain our prop-
erties and host our many
programs. Membership is
open to the general public
with no requirement for
Sutton residency. Check
out our 2024 Calendar of
Events on our website.

Mark your calendar for

our first speaker presenta-
tion on Thursday, April 18,
at 7 p.m. at Vaillancourt
Folk Art, 9 Main St.,
Manchaug Village, Sutton.
Christine Watkins, Sutton
Historical Society, will tell
the story of the devastat-
ing 1924 Manchaug Village
fire on its 100th anniversa-
ry which burned over 10
acres, left 25 percent of the
Village population home-
less, destroyed the retail
section of the village, and
made national news. This
presentation will include
photos, newspaper sum-
maries, and eyewitness
accounts. Come hear how a
small community, with the
help of generous neigh-
bors, persevered over a
tragedy.
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Small Shelter Big Heart
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Meet Daphne: 2 years

If you're looking for a girl with a big heart and little legs, then you’ve found her! Introducing

Daphne! This girl has the most adorable black and white coat and cute black freckles. Daph-

ne loves to play and gets the cutest zoomies! Her favorite toys are plushies that squeak. But

she has the most fun when her human companions are around to play with her!

Daphne would be a great pal to go on hikes with and trek through the snow! Don’t let her

little legs fool you; she can keep up perfectly. Daphne also loves to cuddle up with you and

get all the scritches.

We think Daphne would do well with older kids and may enjoy a canine sibling who loves to

play! We’re unsure about cats at this time.

If you think Daphne could be the one to make you smile and light up your winter, please

reach out today!

Apply for Daphne at baypathhumane.org

00 MILFORD
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Milford Federal Bank is proud to

sponsor Baypath Humane Society's
Pet of the Week! ¢80
‘l

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip
to MFB for a treat from our drive-up tellers,
or stop in any branch and bring home a treat
from our complimentary doggy treat bar.

~ 1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA

Membeor 508.234.8256 * 800.357.2265
FDIC MilfordFederal.com

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsacket
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Jacqueline Cammarano, Brooke Cammarano,
Alexandra Corey, Samuel Corman, Vahan
DerKosrofian, Lillian Donahue, John Donahue,
Julia Fisher, Meghan Frieswick, Lilianna
Gasco, Samuel Gorman, Emily Kelly, Nathan
Kuras, Cecilia Laviolette, Abigail Leveille,
Bryce Lundquist, Ava Mandelenakis, Jadiel
Ortiz, Ashley Papa, Bryce Rogozenski, Bryce
Ryan, Brooke Shumate, Parker Stanick, Olivia
Stanick, Elizabeth Tubbs, Michael Tubbs,
Kaylee Vakoc,Kayla Whitney

High Honors

Grade 12: Mahrail Absamis, Macie Allen,
Madelyn Andresen, Crystal Badillo, Jacob
Baker,

Drew Beaudoin, Haily Billmyer, Kiara
Bodreau, Baylee Boutin, Jillian Bresnahan,
Gary Bunis, Britnei Chen, Jolee Conway,
Nicholas D'Alfonso, Kassidi Dobelbower,
Adam Ells, Xavier Falke, Ryan Flaherty,
Timothy Guiliani, Tyrese Holder-Hinds,
Lucas Hovsepian, Delaney Mahoney, Joseph
McKeown, Kaydence Melanson, LuciaNunez
Fernandez, James Potter, Mason Remillard,
Brianna Rowan, Amanda Smith, Mary Sullivan

Grade 11: Kathryn Andresen, Amber
Anufrom, Naqgiya Baha, Allyson Blanding,
Andrea Chong, Monica Colon-Heyliger, Ava
Connors, Juliana Costa, Iyanna Escobar,
Adam Flauto, Lisa Harrington, Dorothy
Holtz, AyvaJohnson, Ava Lamonda, Nicholas
Lombardo, Olivia McKenna, Michael Nasralla,
Garrett Noel, Matthew Papa, Michael Proto,
Dylan Reilly, Natalia Saksa, Angelina Saster,
Madden Siemaszko, Hunter Tekut, Lillian
Thomas, Andrew Wilkes

Grade 10: Vincent Anderson, Maija
Beaupre, Luke Canavan Davis, Polina Conio
Potselueva, Kelsey Costello, Kevin DiMuzio,
Jeffrey Doyle, Nathan Falconer, Seth Geary,
Trisha Lange, Callum Lax, Mong Le, Marcus
MacLeod, Isle Malik, Effielyn Marrero,
Maxwell Mazzarelli, John Mazzarelli, Nina
McElreath, Sophia Nicholatos, Dayli Reyes-
Fuentes, Audriana Roby, Jake Rogers, Emily
Scholl, Jordan Shaw, Nicollas Silva, Ana Livia

Silva Garcia, Gabriel Smart, Tyler Strazzulla,
Nicholas Thomas, Maxwell Zanchi

Grade 9: Skyla Boucher, Christina Chiras,
Cayleigh Foley, Leah Gallerani, Tanner Haden,
Austin Kee, Dawson Kramer, Jillian Krula,
Allyson Loring, Anthony Mooradian, Hayden
Murphy, Anna Nadeau, Aidan Payen, Michael
Potter, Jordan Priore, Mia Prosser, Lily Proto,
Zahra Rith, Zoey Rith, Isabella Saad, Lillian
Sabourin, Danika Schofield, Andre Seoud,
Iszac Smith, Tyler Tran, Alexander Zanchi

Honors

Grade 12: Samantha Alvarez, Logan Ballou,
Lillian Brooks, Matthew Cannon, Jackson
DeCiero, Sean Donnelly, Brady Hubert,
William Leonard, Anthony Lomonaco, Brady
Pelletier, Darian Sanders, Blake Sastre, Braden
Stirk, Madison Tedford, Zachary Tevepaugh,
Anthony Tomasetti, Jack Trudeau, Michael
Villanueva Lopez, Matthew Waterson

Grade 11: Drake Adams, Tyanna Aponte,
Sadie Flanders, Jordan Gonynor, Matthew
Kaferlein, Caroline Lambert, Thomas Lavallee,
Annah Manning, Antonio Mendez, Tristan
Orstrom, Lennice Ortiz-Nunez, Aaliyah
Palmer, Jesse Perron, Wesley Porcelli, Erika
Roldan, Avery Sabourin, David Scichilone,
Brayden Silveira, Katlyn Trudell, Jarek Wenc

Grade 10: Anthony Becerril, Damian
Bernache, Caleb Bleau, Addyson Crothers,
Teagan Flannery, Alexander Goodrow, Connor
Kaferlein, Joel LaChapelle, Charlotte LaTour,
Luke Lewandowski, Alyssa Liberty, Aiden
Mulcahy, Star Nunez, Hailey-Jade O'Neil,
Kayleigh-Ann Pomeroy, Ryan Ruzzo, Logan
Sansone, Lui Silva Garcia, Sean Sprott, Taden
Stanovich, Kelsey Tucker, Angel Wesson

Grade 9: Brendan Aldrich, Jaiden Becerril,
Tyler Boutin, Mo Rodney Daigle, Quinn
Driscoll, Sofia Ducharme, Michael Farrell,
Lukas Frazer, Sydney Hartland, Bailey Kee,
Gabriel Leveille, Isabella Liberty, Ryan
Nkangu, Faith O'Brien, Georgia Robinson,
Natalie Silva, Emma Yargeau

Everything’s coming up pansies for

Lions’ Beautify Uxbridge Project

UXBRIDGE — Those big, beautiful, and col-
orful pots seen around Uxbridge all year round
don’t plant themselves. They are the hard

| work of the Uxbridge Lions Club members

and community volunteers who bring nature
and beauty to Main Street. The Lions Beautify
Uxbridge Project has been so popular in the
past two years, a three-peat is planned for
March 2024.

The Lions Club will be accepting orders
immediately and would like as many advance
sales as possible by March 17. They will set
up their Pop-Up Garden Tent at the Uxbridge
Senior Center at 37 S. Main St., on Saturday,
March 30, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for customers
to pick up or to make purchases as supply
lasts. The selection includes Pansy Bowl $25,
Pansy Oval $20, Pansy Market Basket $20. Buy
two items and receive a ticket into a drawing
for a Spring Bulb Basket valued at $50.

According to Lions Beautify Uxbridge

Project coordinator, Diane Seely, “Be sure to
get your order in by taking advantage of our
4 Ways to Order. Text 508-450-2451, message us
on Facebook Page at Uxbridge, MA Lions Club
or Email uxbridge.ma.lions@gmail.com.”

Pansies thrive beautifully in New England
and are popular all over the world where
they go by interesting names such as Johnny
Jump Ups, Three Faces in a Hood, and Love in
Idleness. Purchasers of the past years’ pan-
sies were extremely satisfied with the variety
and quality of the blooms supplied by King
Farm in Townsend, Massachusetts, a whole-
sale grower not open to the public, cooperating
with the Beautify Uxbridge effort.

Donations for the Lions Beautify Uxbridge
Project can be sent to Uxbridge Lions Club,
P.O. Box 455, North Uxbridge, MA 01538. To
volunteer or to learn more about the Uxbridge
Lions Club, Email uxbridge.ma.lions@gmail.
com.

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with flavor

and tradition at Douglas Historical Society

DOUGLAS an immersive Jenckes Store
— The Douglas experience filled Museum
Historical with Irish fla- 283 Main St.,
Society invites vor, community Douglas
the communi- camaraderie,
ty to join in the and a touch of Irish Feast:
St. Patrick's history. Corned Beef
Day festivities Delight!
at the histor- Event details The Douglas
ic E.N. Jenckes March 17 Historical
Store Museum. From 11 a.m.-3 Society is host-
This special p.m. ing a St. Patrick's
event promises The E.N. Day celebration

Start a career you'll love
and open the door
to possibility for
individuals facing
complex challenges.
Sky

COMMUNITY SERVICES

LOWEST PRIGES » FULL SERVIGE

Serving Worcester County for
almost 60 years!

Shrewsbury’s Own...

s www.alsoil.com

We accept
most major
credit cards

featuring a delec-
table Corned
Beef Dinner.
Attendees can
choose to dine in
and savor the fes-
tive atmosphere
or opt for take-
out to enjoy the
Irish flavors at
home. The din-
ner is priced at
$15 per person.

Community
Connection and
Gift Shopping

This event is
not just about
the feast; it's an
opportunity for
the community
to come togeth-
er. Explore the

historic E.N.
Jenckes Store
Museum and
immerse your-
self in the
charm of 1833.
The gift shop

will be open to
those interested
in unique finds
and treasures.

Get involved
Douglas

The

Historical
Society wel-
comes volun-
teers to contrib-
ute to the success
of this event.
Those interest-
ed in participat-
ing can contact
Laurie Church
at (508)259-7087
or email enjenck-
esl833@gmail.
com for more
details.

About the
Douglas
Historical
Society

The Douglas
Historical
Society is dedi-
cated to preserv-
ing and promot-
ing the rich his-
tory of The E.N.
Jenckes Store
and Museum,
established in
1970, the society
actively engages
the community
through events,
exhibitions, and
educational pro-
grams.
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Cornerstone Bank’s 2023
donations exceeded $506,000

WORCESTER — Cornerstone
Bank, a community bank with
locations throughout Central
Massachusetts, announced its dona-
tions in 2023 totaled $506,475, bene-
fitting 169 organizations, events and
services in Central Massachusetts.

“We have long supported initia-
tives important to our communi-
ty, our team, and our customers,”
said Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd
Tallman. “In 2023, we had another
successful and meaningful year of
giving back to the communities we
serve, both in terms of financial
support and time.”

A sampling of the donations
Cornerstone made in 2023 includes:

« $50,000 for the Worcester
Community Action Council home
heating assistance program

. $36,483.60 (Cornerstone’s
match of employee donations) for
the United Way of South Central
Massachusetts, supporting its vital
community programs

» $25,000 to the Center of Hope
Foundation in Southbridge—the
first year of Cornerstone’s five-year
total pledge of $125,000 to upgrade

and expand the facilities

» $25,000 to support programs and
services at the YMCA of Central
Massachusetts, including The
Achievers, Numbers in the Sun,
LIVESTRONG and What’s for Dinner.

« $25,000 to Our Bright Future
Inc. in Southbridge, committed to
empowering children and develop-
ing future leaders through science,
technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) initiatives.

«$15,000 to UMass Memorial Health
for its nutrition-focused “Food is
Medicine” program, which aims to
provide higher-risk patients with
access to healthy food options.

« $15,000 to Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Central Mass & Metrowest
to support the organization’s 60th
Anniversary Big Celebration and its
Golf Fore Kids event.

« $12,500 to the EcoTarium in
Worcester. This was the first of
Cornerstone’s two-year pledge of
$25,000 for construction of a travel-
ing exhibit and redevelopment of its
early learning play area.

« $12,500 to the Bridge of Faith
Youth Center in Southbridge. This

was the first of Cornerstone’s two-
year pledge of $25,000 to support the
organization’s mission.

Cornerstone also provided $40,000
in scholarships to 16 local high
school seniors with plans to pursue
studies in business and finance, and
held community-engagement events
such as its “Stuff the Bus” school
supply drive benefitting the Planting
the Seed Foundation of Worcester.

Throughout 2023, Cornerstone
held 204 financial literacy programs,
up from 114 in 2022, for children,
teens, adults and seniors through-
out the area, donating a total of 568
hours. Cornerstone Bank also offers
employees a “volunteer day” ben-
efit through which they can spend
a paid workday volunteering for a
local non-profit. In 2023, 73 employ-
ees participated for a total of 498
hours, working with groups such
as the United Way, Relay for Life,
Community Harvest Project, Jacob
Edwards Library and Habitat for
Humanity.

In September, Cornerstone Bank
received the Corporate Citizen
Award and was honored among

Sophomores named to Bay Path honor roll

CHARLTON
— Bay Path
Regional
Vocational
Technical School
congratulates

Bitar, Edward
Blash, Dominic
Brodeur, Lucien
Brodeur, Dimitri
Burtt, Liam
Carlson, Nathan

Grace Huehls, Retallic, Marian
Hannah Ingalls, Rodriguez
Natalie Ingles, Rivera, Nathan

Christian
Johnson, Tabian
Keegan, Zackery

Rouille Montoya,
Jordan Russell,
Nathan Steen,

the following
grade 10 stu-
dents on being
named to the
honor roll for
the second quar-
ter of the 2023-
2024 school year.

High Honors

L o g a n
Barriere,
Vincent Bedard,
Emma Berry,
David Betancur,
Dominic Boyd,
Aleah Brink,
Brianna
Brink, Samuel
Ceppetelli, Lily
Chartier, Charles
Congdon, Hunter
Coombs, Emily
Corey, Valentina
Culberson,

Chenevert,
Frederick
Cierpich
11, Maxton
Cournoyer, Jacob
Creeron, Brody
Cunningham,
Joseph Daige,
Abigail Dejong,
Myiah DeLaRosa,
Treyton  Dery,
Cody Dombroski,
Nathan  Dube,
Savannah
Dubois, Aedan
Ellis-Morris,
Jocelyn Evans,
Matthew
Falcigno, Mya
Federico, Jayla
Fowler, Zarriyah
Frechette,
Rylee Fulmine,
Aidan Giroux-
Provencher,

Kelleher, Ayden
Kennedy, Samuel
Kittredge,
Marshall Lafond,
Nia Laforest, Joel
Landor, Zachary
Landry, Elyse
Laramie, Phoebe
Lawendowski,
Miranda Linde,
Michael Lulu,
Mia Lussier,
Philipos
Makordimitras,
Emily McDonald,
Madeline
McDonald-

Gaige Thompson,
Ashley Tingle,
Gabriel Turcotte,
Thadaeus
Tweneboa,
Ellie Vanvleck,
Sebastian
Vargas, Gabriela
Vazaquez
Hernandez,
Natalie Vigeant,
Ava Wall, Hunter
White, Trey
Wilkin, Madison
Williamson

Principal’s List

Ford, Leia Foster, Santana, Jorge
Hailey Giguere, Santiago, Jared
A nthony Senosk, Jaxon
Gonya, Anna Sitko, Ethan Wall,
Guay, Jacoby Marcanthony
Henderson, Weld, Nash
Allison Klar, Zimmer
Gabrielle

Lapan, Nicolas

Londono, Avery

McLaughlin,

Chase Newman,
Oskaryna
Nunez, Connor
O’Brien, Kelsey
Olson, Angelica
Padilla, Maddox
Parente, Aiden
Perzanoski,
Leah Raymond,
Taylor Richard,
Yasmilette

the most charitable companies
in Massachusetts by the Boston
Business Journal. In April, the bank
received the Community Award from
the Planting the Seed Foundation,
which recognized Cornerstone’s
commitment to homeless children
and their families.

To learn more about Cornerstone
Bank’s charitable giving, visit cor-
nerstonebank.com/community/
charitable-donations/donation-poli-
Ccy.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was formed in
2017, born of a long history of sup-
porting the community, and provid-
ing a strong foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses thrive. Serving
Worcester County, Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence
and community-based banking
model enables a unique ability to
deliver outstanding service, with a
personal touch. Cornerstone pro-
vides the highest level of service and
expertise for individuals, businesses,
and community organizations with
branch locations throughout Central
Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to
connect customers with opportuni-
ties, through a broad range of depos-
it and loan products, and services.
Built on Trust is not just a tag line,
but also one of our guiding corpo-
rate values. Whether a business or
personal partnership, Cornerstone
stands on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust. To learn
about Cornerstone Bank’s person-
al and business banking offerings,
please visit CornerstoneBank.com or
call 800-939-9103.

sCapstone

Plannmg Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INCOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

A n i k a
Ferrantino,

Aliyah Gonyea,
Arianna

Lillian Horner, Gonzalez, Sadie
Joshua Irons, Hawley, Luke
Jr., Nicholas Heller, Kolton
Jalbert, Cullen Hemenway,
MacLeod, Ava Liam Hesselton,
Mastrototaro, Deirdra Holton,
Felix Menard,

Trimby, Alexis Emma Baldyga,
Messina, Rhianna
Kyle Mondor, Balliet, Riley
Sebastian Boucher, Alissa
Moniz, Alexis Burlingame,
Moody, Gianna Emily Casault,
Morelli, Liam Thomas Choquet,
Nicoll, Sebastian Marianelys
Nieuwenhoff, Cintr on
Cole Paradis, Perez, Hailey
Niti Patel, Amari Costa, Connor

Pereira, Mariah Czechowski,

Pereira, Adam Max Domineck,
Phaneuf, Jacob Christopher
Pratt, Kayleigh Dufresne, Yandel
Ramm, Grace Feliciano, Ethan

Tyson Moriarty,
Benjamin
Nocchi, Sawyer
Schultz, Luke
Smolski,
Esmerelda Velez,
Haylee Zurowski

Honors
Addison Aho,
Adriana Alicea,

Sarah  Appiah
Kubi, Jacob
Archambault,
Violet Aucella,

Alexander
Audunsson,
Victoria
Bachand,
Arianna
Belanger, Isabella

Advanced

BUILDING SERVICES

774-230-4231

New Construction *Additions * Remodeling
Decks & Porches ¢ Kitchens & Baths
Basements ¢+ Windows & Doors ¢ Siding & More

774-230-4231 » glenlatour69@gmail.com

MASSHEALTH paperwork is confusing!
Certified Application Counselors can help!

In person assistance available
through March 2024

Tri-Valley Office Hours on
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am-1pm and

Affordable™
Windows &

Doors company, inc.

MARVIN

We Deliver

VEr| (g
HOURS: MON. - FRI. 8-4:30 + SAT. 9-1

1152 Main Street = Route 9
Leicester, MA ¢ 508-892-9292

*Promotion Price
Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends March 9th_«
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Elevate Slider
Price Includes:

Ultrex Threshold

Clad Maintenance
Free Exterior

Handle Set
Low E Argon Gas
60x80 » 72x80

BARGAIN BAY

SELECTION

Visit our

LARGE STOCK Online Bargain Bay |

affordablewindows.com ’ y

//

Wednesdays Noon-4pm at 10 Mill Street, Dudley

Alternating Friday’s 9am-11am at
Webster Senior Center 5 Church Street, Webster

MKitchen Cabinets
FREE

Stainless
Steel Sink

With Purchase of
a Granite or
Quartz Countertop
*See store for details.

PROMOTION ENDS March 9th, 2024

Call Tri-Valley to schedule an appointment that works for you!
508-949-6640 Information and Referral Department

.f Tri-Valley

HOME WITH YOU

$ sHoWPLACE

)Best Price! Best Selection! Best Service!
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Golf scores

5. Shock therapy

8. Ballplayer’s tool

11. Quench one's thirst

13. Female relatives of American
war vets (abbr.)

Every one of two or more
things

Member of Muslim people
Play

Type of cheese

Type of lounge chair

_ King Cole, musician
Fellows

North, Central and South
In an early way

Foes

Georgia rockers

14.

15.
16.
17
18.
20.
21
22
25.
30.
31.

CLUES DOWN

. Pacific Standard Time
. Protruding ridge on nematodes
. Indian king
. Type of milk
. One who brings home
the bacon
. More comprehensible
. Connected with sense of touch
. Red mineral
9. Breezed through
. Therefore
12. Supplement with difficulty
14. Early kingdom of Syria
19. Satisfy
23. They confuse doctors (abbr.)
24. Brass instrument
25. Domesticated animal
26. Ribonucleic acid
27. Snakelike fish
28. Woman (French)

Wk W ==
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32.
33,
38.
41.
43.
45.
47.
49.
50.
D
56:
S
39,
60.
61.
62.
63,
64.

29,
34.
W
36.
37

39.
40.
. Consume
42,
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
Sl
5 98
53.
54.
58.

41

Cryptocurrency

Narrow path along a slope
Disallow

Joyousness

Inaccessible

Evoke emotions

Ancient kingdom near Dead Sea
Boston Celtic punk rockers (abbr.)
Sword

Actor Idris

Affirmative (slang)

Afflicted

One point north of northeast
Born of

Arabic name

Traumatic brain injury (abbr.)
Extremity

Post

Economically-minded aircraft
When you hope to get somewhere
Tease

Actress Gretchen

Midway between northeast

and east

Inoffensive

Yellowish cotton cloth

Does not tell the truth
Improved something
Spiritual leader

Abba , Israeli politician
Fix

Evergreen tree genus
Swiss river

Prejudice

Major C. European river
Long, narrow strap
Male parent
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Juniors named to
Bay Path honor roll

CHARLTON — Bay
Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School con-
gratulates the following stu-
dents in grade 11 on being
named to the honor roll for
the second quarter of the
2023-2024 school year.

High Honors

Kortnie Adams, Kaelen
Anderson, Amberlyn
Brindle, Jameson Burke,
Philipe  Dasilva, Ryan
Dawson, Madison Dolan,
Claire Farrar, Midrose
Freeman, Keegan Hall, Ava
Tozzo, Kayah Jadczak, Nathan
Lashua, Logan Letourneau,
Eva Lombardi, Lillian
Maglish, Joseph Mancini,
Ayla McGrail, Isabel McLam,
Jacob Morello, Julian Mucci,
Ava Murray, Maya Ortiz,
Dominic Paldino, Bruna
Paula, Willis Perreault, Brad
Piekarczyk, Dylan Polinsi,
Eva Powers, Gabriel Prado,
Savannah Steiner, Matthew
Twombly, Manaali Vaidya,
Vincent Van Dam, Angelica
Vega, Nayelix Vega, Alison
Welton, Amelia White

Honors

Nicholas Adler, Rima
Al-Dulaimi, Werique Alves,
Yheraldine Baez, Peter
Barbale, Claire Beaudreau,
Connor Belanger, Jessica
Benoit, Cherise Berthiaume,
Dylan Bjorkman, Kendall
Bond, Lake Boucher, Kaiden

Brochu, Brea Brunelle-
Jacoby, Julia Burgos,
Jonathan Burke, Johnathon
Carter, Robert Casati,

Hannah Cavan, Matthew
Chatterton, Joshua Chumsae,
Olivia Collins, Catherine
Comeau, Noah Cournoyer,
Mikayla Crocker, Travis
Cronin, Adison Daoust,
Jenna Defosse, Rori Donohoe,
Bryce Dube, Jared Dobovick,
Emma Dwyer, Jaden Fall,
Conor Gadbois, Corey Gaulin,
Hailee Gelinas, Anthony
Gonzalez, Noah Goulet,
Devan Grensavitch, Matthew
Guerin, Evan Gunnard,
Lexie Harris, Abigail
Haynes, Joshua Hemingway,
Bryce Hutchinson, Molly
Isaacs, Elena Jerez, Jacob
Johnson, Skylar Johnson-
Mello, Jacob Jurado, Sarah
Kempskie, Emma Knott,
Katherine Landgren,
Samantha Landgren, Emma

Leclair, Benjamin Lombardi,
James MacConnell,
Miranda Magalhaes, Brady
Marcoux, Kyle Mazur,
Emma McLaughlin, Paul
McManus, Jersey Mejias,
Calle Merchant, Ava Millette,
Cheyene Monsen, Zachary
Moody, Blayke Morse,
Kayleigh Norris, Dale Nussey,
Jordan Packard, Alaina
Pafume, Jocelyn Patterson,
Catherine Pavone, Raegan
Perreault, Isabella Pettinelli,
Ryan Plante, Nicholas
Reardon, Melany Rebeiro,
Neh Reh, Casey Renaud,
Kaylie Richard, Nevin Rivera,
Lizmarie Rodriguez-Soto,
Jennalee Rousseau, Nicholas
Santoro, Dominic Schoff,
Benjamin Scobie, Corey
Scovil, Kalli Sheehan, Nash
Sicari-Swinimer, Aysel Silva
Nieves, Abigayle Simpson,
Raymond St. Francis, Will
Stone, Benjamin Streeter,
Zaydyn Streeter-Wornham,
Zoeybeth Streeter-Wornham,
Anthony Sullivan, John
Sullivan, Kathryn Szretter,
Madison Teal, Cassandra
Tinsley, Hailie Tod, Isabella
Tolomio, Brady Tremblay,
Colin Vaillancourt, Adrian

Vitkos, Dayzyah Wintzel
Neely, Naomi Yi, Cayden
Young

Principal’s List

Minos Anifantis, Briana
Berrios, Joshua Blackwell,

Zachary Bogar, Camden
Bousquet, Jason Brum,
Jylazell Bueno, Trevor
Callahan, Aidan Carpenter,
Mikayla Clyne, Kaylee
Corrado, Isabelle Crump,
Mariah  Cutroni, Jasai
Diaz, Bradyn Downes,
Gregory Downie, Braelyn

Dunn, Logan Edwards, Ari
Erkoc, Kayla Evans, Sophia
Falconer, John Gordon,
Valerie Hilner, McKayla
Hoel, Eliza Kalwarczyk,
Dylan Kasprzycki, Anya
Kittredge, Austin Kravitz,
Samuel Lamont, Alexander
Lopez, Felix Lopez, Evan
Lotti, Dominic Marino,
Aiden McCarthy, Kailyn
McHugh, Jed McManus,
Camron Mortell, Marishka
Piltzecker, Vince Randall-
Ortiz, Shairy Ruibal-Rios,
Kaden Sandgren, Ed Simon,
Kevin Vazquez-Rivera,
Nicholas Visci

REAL ESTATE

BLACKSTONE

$425,000, 149 Federal St, Central City Prop LLC, to Guallpa,

Maria E.

$420,000, 17 Ascension St #A, Wheeler Re Group LLC, to

Chroney, Laurie.

$205,000, 273 Lincoln St, Bark Enterprises LLC, to Harris,

Kimberly.

DOUGLAS

$440,000, 59 Compass Point Dr #59, Lacerda, Marcela M, and
Ruas, Filippe, to Quinn, Maureen.
$121,667, 27 Laurel Glades, Daniels, Patricia J, to 27 Laurel

Glades LLC.

NORTHBRIDGE

$340,000, 24 Cottage St, Vlg Cong Chrch Of Whitins, to

Whitinsville Social Libra.

UXBRIDGE

$830,600, 38 Bayliss Way, Sutton Street LLC, to Phipps, William,

and Vakoc, Amy.

$225,000, 310 Blackstone St, Dumas, Lisa M, to Burrill, Cori A.
$223,000, 100 Mendon St, Sawyer, Donald R, and D]j Mortgage
Capital Inc, to Trident Hldg Group X LLC.
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UniBank receives prestigious award for healthy work culture

WHITINSVILLE — UniBank,
Central Massachusetts’ largest
mutual community bank, received a
Silver level designation from Cigna
Healthcare for its healthy work cul-
ture in 2023.

Michael Welch, CEO of UniBank,
commented, “We are both honored
and humbled to receive this award,
for the culture we have developed for
all at UniBank. While no institution
is perfect, we recognize the impor-
tance of the ‘wholeness of being.’
We care about the whole person, and
in so doing help our teammates jour-
ney to finding fulfillment in what
they do and who they are. There
are many positive outcomes of this,
both for our internal community,
and for the outer community which
we serve. So often I hear from cus-
tomers, that their interaction with
UniBank, is not only financially
helpful and beneficial, but is also

enjoyable- something that helps set
UniBank apart.”

The Cigna Healthy Workforce
Designation evaluates organizations
based on the core components of
their well-being program, including
leadership and culture, program
foundations and execution, policies
and fostering of personal self-ac-
tualization, and additional areas.
Organizations recognized with this
designation set the standard of
excellence for organizational health
and vitality. Cigna Healthcare is
proud to honor UniBank with the
Silver level designation for having a
healthy work culture by establishing
and growing their employee well-be-
ing and engagement programs.

UniBank is rooted in the
Blackstone Valley with assets of $2.5
billion as of Dec. 31. A full-service,
mutually owned community bank,
UniBank has branches in Central

Northbridge Historical

Society to host program on

“The 18th Century Woman”

NORTHBRIDGE — The
Northbridge Historical Society wel-
comes Gail White Usher for the pro-
gram “The 18th Century Woman”
Sunday, March 3 at 2 p.m. Selectmen's
Room in Northbridge Memorial
Town Hall

Using original material from
written accounts, poems, diaries,
paintings, and artifacts this pre-
sentation explores the daily life of
working women in the 18th century
New English colonies prior to the
Revolutionary War.

Gail Usher is an educator and
researcher focusing the daily life
of Indigenous and European women
during New England's early colo-
nial history. She is education coor-

dinator for Historic New England's
Connecticut school programs,
based at Roseland Cottage in CT,
and Arnold House in Lincoln RI.
She is chairperson of the Woodstock
Historic District Commission in
Connecticut and active in multiple
historical organizations.

The presentation is free to attend-
ees and seating is limited.

For reservations, please email
Follonil908@gmail.com no later
than Feb. 29.

This presentation is made possible
by a grant from the Northbridge
Cultural Council, a local organiza-
tion funded by the Mass. Cultural
Council.

Local Emerson College students
earn Dean’s List honors

BOSTON — The following students
are named to Emerson College's
Dean's List for the Fall 2023 semes-
ter. The requirement to make Dean's
List is a grade point average of 3.7 or
higher for that semester.

Braden Murray of Whitinsville is
majoring in Media Arts Production
and is a member of the Class of 2024.

Julia Psuik of Uxbridge is major-
ing in Undeclared and is a member
of the Class of 2026.

Therese Hennedy of Douglas
is majoring in Writing, Lit and
Publishing and is a member of the
Class of 2027.

About Emerson College

Based in Boston, opposite the his-
toric Boston Common and in the
heart of the city's Theatre District,
Emerson College educates individ-
uals who will solve problems and
change the world through engaged
leadership in communication and
the arts, a mission informed by liber-

al learning. The College has approx-
imately 4,161undergraduates and 554
graduate students from across the
United States and nearly 70 coun-
tries. Supported by state-of-the-art
facilities and a renowned faculty,
students participate in more than
90 student organizations and perfor-
mance groups. Emerson is known for
its experiential learning programs
at Emerson Los Angeles, located
in Hollywood, and at its 14th-cen-
tury castle, in the Netherlands.
Additionally, there are opportunities
to study in Washington, DC, London,
China, and the Czech Republic,
Spain, Austria, Greece, France,
Ireland, Mexico, Cuba, England, and
South Africa. The College has an
active network of more than 51,000
alumni who hold leadership posi-
tions in communication and the arts.
For more information, visit emer-
son.edu.

Kindergarten registration
underway at laft Early

Learning Center

UXBRIDGE — Registration for
Kindergarten at the Taft Early
Learning Center will be held Mar.
18 - March 29 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. or
March 27 from 5 - 7 p.m.

The minimum Kindergarten
entrance age is five years as of Sept.
1 of the year the child enters school.

Register at Taft ELC, 16 Granite
St., Uxbridge. A registration packet
can be downloaded from the school
website, www.Uxbridgeschools.
com, or picked up at the Taft office
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Bring the
completed registration packet with
you, along with the following:

Proof of Uxbridge Residency:

Original or copy of birth certifi-
cate with raised seal (we will make a
copy and give you the original back),
Parent(s)/Guardians Visa (if not a
U.S. citizen).

One of the following:

A copy of lease signed by lessor
and lessee or tenant and landlord,

mortgage agreement/ property tax
bill; or copy of HUD lease.

One of the following: (recent with-
in the last 60 days) gas bill, oil bill,
electric bill, home phone (not a cell
phone bill), cable bill, water bill.

One of the following:

Valid driver’s license, current vehi-
cle registration, valid Massachusetts
photo identification card (with
Uxbridge address).

In addition, you will need:
Immunization records/recent phys-
ical (within one year) In cases of
divorce/separation, provide a copy
of divorce decree with custody agree-
ment or any information regarding
custody, (i.e. restraining order, etc.).

Please email Mellisa Peloquin,
mpeloquin@uxbridge.k12.ma.us or
call with any questions 508-278-8643.
Upon completion of registration,
your child will be scheduled for a
screening which will take place at a
later date, to be determined.
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Massachusetts and the MetroWest
region of Massachusetts. UniBank
is dedicated to contributing to the
overall quality of life and economic
health of the communities it serves,
while maintaining a high level of

financial soundness and integri-
ty. UniBank is an Equal Housing
Lender and Member FDIC. UniBank
NMLS #583135. The company Web
site is www.unibank.com.

Northbridge announces

MVP community initiatives

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

NORTHBRIDGE — In partnership
with the Executive Office of Energy &
Environmental Affairs, the town is devel-
oping a program to improve resiliency to
climate change and its impacts on infra-
structure, the environment, and local
waterways.

On Wednesday, Feb. 28, from 6:30-7:30
p.m. at Northbridge Elementary School,
21 Crescent St., the town will host a Public
Workshop to review concept plans for a
Main St. causeway, where green infra-
structure improvements and other storm-
water management best practices may be
utilized to improve water quality.

‘“As a main pedestrian corridor [Main
Street] and popular fishing spot [Whitins
Pond], the program may also include
enhancements such as sidewalk, bench-
es, landscaping, and designated parking
areas,” said R. Gary Bechtholdt II, the
town’s planning & community develop-
ment director.

In 2022, the town of Northbridge devel-
oped a town-wide “Green Infrastructure
Master Plan” and completed an alter-
native analysis for the Carpenter Road
causeway, according to Bechtholdt. A 2023
MVP Grant recently awarded will fund
the design of Main Street and Carpenter
Road causeways that will improve water
quality, public safety, and climate resil-
ience.

“This project will support the prelim-
inary design of a replacement structure
for the Carpenter Causeway and enhance-
ments along Main Street,” Bechtholdt
said.

This local initiative, called “Flood
Resilience & Water Quality Protection
Through Better Greenway and Green
Infrastructure Design,” is funded by
receipt of an action grant in the amount
of $400,000, awarded through the
Massachusetts’ Municipal Vulnerability
Preparedness Program, commonly
referred to as an MVP Grant.

“The state’s MVP Program provides sup-
port for cities and towns in Massachusetts
to begin the process of planning for cli-
mate change resiliency and implement-
ing priority projects,” Bechtholdt said.
“The state awards communities with
funding to complete vulnerability assess-
ments and develop action-oriented resil-
iency plans. Communities who complete
the MVP program become certified as
an MVP Community and are eligible for
MVP Action Grant funding and other
opportunities.”

These competitive grants support cities
and towns in “identifying climate hazards,

developing strategies to improve resil-
ience, and implementing priority actions
to adapt to climate change,” according to
reports.

Northbridge, a second-time awardee of
the MVP Action Grant, is currently work-
ing with Fuss & O’Neil, an engineering
firm from Providence, R.I.

A local steering committee lead
by Jamie Luchini, director of public
works; David Pickart, conservation
agent, and Bechtholdt have been meet-
ing with local residents and stakeholders
to identify opportunities for improving
Northbridge’s waterways. In addition to
the Main Street causeway, Northridge has
identified the Carpenter Road causeway
as a “high-priority project.”

According to Pickart, the water quality
of Northbridge's rivers, lakes, and ponds
has “significantly degraded over the past
eight years.”

“Most of the town's surface water bod-
ies and waterways are experiencing algal
blooms and/or have become infested with
invasive aquatic plants such as water
chestnut,” Bechtholdt added. “The storm-
water treatment improvements associat-
ed with both projects will treat nutrients
[phosphorus and nitrogen] contained in
roadway runoff that accelerate aquatic
plant growth and the formation of algal
blooms.”

A project-specific Web site has been
developed to track the town’s progress
and display findings as they become avail-
able. Residents as encouraged to visit the
Northbridge homepage at northbridge-
mass.org or the project page directly at
tiny.cc/NorthbridgeResilience where one
may review the reports prepared under
the previous Action Grant and learn more
about any upcoming public workshops.

As part of the Main Street causeway
project, the town is seeking public input
on proposed green infrastructure concept
plans, where a feedback link and brief
online survey is provided for any resident
interested in offering comment.

Northbridge, along with other towns
located within the watershed of the
Mumford River, was recently award-
ed a grant through the state’s MVP 2.0
Program that is being managed by the
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning
Commission. This two-year study will cul-
minate in design and construction pilot
project that to increase adaptation to cli-
mate change within the watershed of the
Mumford, Bechtholdt added.

For additional information, residents
may contact Jamie Luchini, DPW Director
at 508-234-3581 or via email at jluchini@
northbridgemass.org.
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children and teens in foster care.
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engaged in the classroom and makes friends quickly.

Jordan also has a brother with whom he has a strong relationship with
that he wants to continue when he is adopted. Jordan will do well in ei-
ther a one or two parent household where he can be the only child or the
youngest child. Jordan will need some individual one on one time with an
adoptive placement, so that love and trust can be built with his new family.

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/7551

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your
heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be
single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adop-
tion from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match you
with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachu-
setts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information
on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help

Hi! My name is Jordan and |
love shuggles!

Jordan is an active boy that is
looking to be cared for and snug-
gled. He likes one on one attention
and benefits from both structured
and unstructured time with the
adults in his life. He loves to climb
ladders, poles, and any playground
jungle gym. He loves building forts
outside, playing video games, and
swimming. Jordan is hoping to con-
tinue swimming lessons, gymnas-
tics, and karate when he moves to
his new home. Socially, he does
very well in his afterschool program
and in his current placement.

Jordan is in elementary school
and is doing well. He thrives in struc-
tured, consistent environments with
routines. He is supported by staff
in school and is working on further
developing his social and academ-
ic skills. Teachers say he is actively

(l;\\ (li\\ ai\\
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EDITORIAL
Longer;
lighter
days bave

returned!

At last, we are on the cusp of a sea-
sonal change which brings with it a
shift in weather, more light and more
health benefits! The arrival of lon-
ger, lighter days indicates a time of
renewal and rejuvenation, offering a
wealth of opportunities to enhance
our physical and mental well-being.

One of the most notable advan-
tages of longer, lighter days is the
increased exposure to natural sun-
light. As the sun lingers in the sky
for more extended periods, our bod-
ies have greater opportunities to
soak in its healthful rays. Sunlight
is a vital source of Vitamin D, which
plays a crucial role in bone health,
immune function, and mood regu-
lation. By spending time outdoors
during daylight hours, whether it
be through walks, outdoor activi-
ties, or simply enjoying a cup of tea
on the porch, we can replenish our
Vitamin D stores and bolster our
overall well-being.

The arrival of springtime brings
with it a palpable sense of renewal
and optimism. Research has shown
that exposure to natural light can
have profound effects on mood and
mental health, helping to alleviate
symptoms of depression, anxiety, and
seasonal affective disorder (SAD).

As the days grow longer and tem-
peratures begin to rise, we find our-
selves naturally drawn outdoors.
Whether it’s going for a jog in the
park, cycling along scenic trails, or
practicing yoga in the backyard, the
extended daylight hours of late win-
ter and early spring provide ample
opportunities for physical activity
and exercise.

Our bodies are finely attuned to
the rhythms of the natural world,
and exposure to natural light plays a
crucial role in regulating our inter-
nal clocks. The increased daylight
hours of late winter and early spring
help to synchronize our circadian
rhythms, promoting healthy sleep
patterns and enhancing overall sleep
quality. By exposing ourselves to nat-
ural light during the day and lim-
iting exposure to artificial light at
night, we can optimize our sleep-
wake cycles and enjoy more restful
and rejuvenating sleep.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:

I did say “On second thought...”

I just can’t leave well enough alone.
For some reason, I am easily triggered
by outright lies and gross mindlessness
(edited). But I'll make this brief, and
return control to what was formerly the
3 Stooges, but has metastasized into the
Gang of 4.

My deepest sympathy to Mike over the
loss of his dog. I have suffered the loss of
too many of my ‘best friends,” including
one recently. You never get over it.

Which is the biggest lie:

“We're working to solve the border
problem” —the Republican House refused
to even debate a new border bill passed
by the Senate because Trump wants to
use the border as an election issue. Don’t
take my word for it — they admitted it.
As I said last week, Trump and the GOP
think you are stupid, and will continue
to blame Democrats, when Republicans
rejected a bipartisan border bill out of
hand. T guess all the criminals, drugs,
rapists, and terrorists, aren’t really that
big a threat, and can wait until next year.

“Global climate change is our biggest
threat” — from where did you earn your
science degree, Mike? Why should we
believe you and the rest of the great
unwashed, who think they know more
than 97 percent of scientists? Tell us
what is gained by inventing this crisis,
and who stands to profit from it?

“Our economy has never been better”
— over 300,000 new jobs last month. The
stock market just set a new record. There
are no shortages of anything. Economics
101: prices go up over time! Housing
costs go up because of demand for hous-
es! Imagine that? No one is forcing you
to buy an EV. Do you really believe that
costs, given higher wages being paid,
and rising health care costs, will ever
come down to previous levels? When in
history has that happened? Tell me again
how politicians control big business? I'd
love price controls, but then all we’d hear

On second thought...

are screams about communism, or gov-
ernment overreach!! Maybe you skipped
over the part of last week’s Opinion,
where I quoted a study finding that busi-
nesses used “inflation” as an excuse to
needlessly raise prices? Just the rich
doing rich stuff.

“Trump is ineligible for office” — by
any standard of decency, honesty, integ-
rity, morality, intelligence, patriotism —
Trump should be ineligible for office. In
fact, he should be exiled. But since we
have never encountered such a despi-
cable waste of skin, we have nothing in
place with which to legally stop him.
Although an intelligent electorate would
certainly help. After January 6, even the
legitimate vote may not be enough. The
fact that Mikey even questions this, tells
us all we need to know about MAGA
Mike.

“My son died in Iraq” — no, Biden’s son
Beau died of brain cancer - believed to
be linked to toxic burn pits in Iraq - at
Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center. You write a paean for your dog,
but want to malign Biden’s son’s death,
MAGA Mike? You are a real human being.

“I'm working night and day to reverse
everything Trump” - that’s Bolshoi, as
they say in ballet. Actually, those were
Trump’s words, as he did everything he
could to reverse anything that Obama
had implemented. That included the Iran
Nuclear Treaty - look what that has led
to, with Iran now shipping weapons to
Russia, funding chaos in the Middle East,
and on the verge of having Nukes - and
the Affordable Car Act, that now has 20
million people enrolled - that’s 20 million
people who previously couldn’t afford
health care for themselves or their fam-
ilies. Just to name a couple. Meanwhile,
we’re still waiting for the GOP’s new and
improved health plan that has been in
the works for 7 years since Trump first
announced it.

One last thing — Biden helping remove
a crooked Ukrainian politician was ‘quid

pro quo? And I quote: “Sources rang-
ing from former Obama administration
officials who specialized in Ukraine
and Europe, to an anti-corruption advo-
cate in Ukraine, say the official, Viktor
Shokin, was ousted for the opposite
reason Trump and his allies claim. It
wasn't because Shokin was investigating
a natural gas company tied to Biden's
son; it was because Shokin wasn't pur-
suing corruption among the country's
politicians. Shokin's inaction prompted
international calls for his ouster and
ultimately resulted in his removal by
Ukraine's parliament. Without pressure
from Joe Biden, European diplomats, the
International Monetary Fund and other
international organizations, Shokin
would not have been fired, said Daria
Kaleniuk, co-founder and executive
director of the Anti Corruption Action
Centre in Kiev. "Civil society organiza-
tions in Ukraine were pressing for his
resignation," Kaleniuk said, "but no one
would have cared if there had not been
voices from outside this country calling
on him to go."

Doesn’t quite fit with your narrative,
does it MAGA Mike? Maybe you should
expand your viewing beyond Fox Faux
Noise. Although, maybe I am being too
harsh... maybe you just can’t read. You
certainly can’t be embarrassed.

Oops... one more ‘last thing’ — ever
check what it costs to insure waterfront
property these days, Mike? Assuming
you can even get insurance. There’s a rea-
son for that. The rich figure they can buy
whatever they want, and then afford the
upkeep, even if it means an ever-expand-
ing battle against Mother Nature. Good
luck to them. The rest of us are more
realistic. But, please let us know if legal
tender really can stem the tide.

To my secret admirer Word Salad

Annie: “Me Savant... you Jane!” Hope
that’s dumbed down enough for you.

Rick Bevilacqua

Whitinsville

How much corruption can you take?

To the Editor:
How much corruption can you take?
1. The headline at The Babylon Bee
said it all. "Man with late stage dementia
too senile to stand trial. Still fine to run
country"

They extradite and hold trials for
93-year-old Nazi war criminals, but not
Mr. Magoo. He was incompetent in 2017,
but the Dems foisted him on the People
in 2020. What cabal is running the coun-
try?

The Special Counsel says no jury
would convict Mr. Magoo. Then, the
justice system has become corrupt.
Did we ever decide that a "sympathetic
well-meaning elderly man" who hap-
pened to be a Mafia chieftain, Cartel
Capo, or Nazi war criminal would pres-
ent a difficulty for an American Jury to
convict? No.

2. US. Treasury documents show that
the federal government asked banks to
spy on Americans who bought The Bible
and shopped at sporting goods stores.
Dick's Sporting Goods. Cabela's. Bass
Pro Shops. What's next? LL Bean?

The federal government sought infor-
mation on purchases that used the terms
"MAGA" or "Trump" because these folks
could be "possible violent extremists."

Possible? Instead, let's search for "pos-
sible" Realism Phobic cases, my Learned
Friend says. You know, the folks who say
the ocean is rising while their lead-
ers buy beachfront properties - O'Biden,
Obama, O'Kerry.

Our trustworthy Magoo
Administration gave citizens no due
process or notice of "the criminaliza-
tion of their constitutional rights to
property, free speech, consent to their

government’s activities, and religious
exercise."

Even more dangerous, VERY dan-
gerous are Americans who buy Bibles.
The government most fears The Bible
and Bible commentaries, Jesus stickers
and Jesus T-shirts. My Learned Friend
says some people suffer from Christian
Phobia.

One commentator wrote: "What are
they afraid of? Why do they hate Jesus
so much?" Why, indeed. Jesus threat-
ens the Swamp just like He threatened
Rome. He threatened Roman power. He
threatens the power in D.C. They fear
Him. Except for Mr. Magoo who jokes,
and I quote: "Bless me Father for I have
sinned" when talking about President
Trump. Big laugh from the audience -
none are Catholics or Christians. They
are all Woke all the time.

3. Did you know that the Department
of Homeland Non-Security is using
your tax dollars to pay millions to
Leftists to post social media against
President Trump? And to tell you how
good illegal immigration is for you?
Cuban Communist Alex Majorkas
uses Homeland Non-Security money to
pay activists to criticize Trump, call-
ing it "media literacy" Majorkas grants
tax-money to fund "counter propagan-
da... to raise public awareness about
disinformation."

Disinformation? In other words, the
Truth.

4. A case before the U.S. Supreme
Court is making the Swamp nervous.
The plaintiffs allege the FBI and Swamp
attorneys used the law incorrectly to
persecute and prosecute Jan. 6 protes-
tors and imprison them for years with-

out release, without cash bail, without
visitors, without haircuts so that when
they finally got to court, they looked like
Charles Manson. Woke Justice.

5. Last but not least, Fani Willis,
the corrupt Soros attorney general in
Georgia, paid her boyfriend $650,000 for
prosecuting and persecuting President
Trump while he spent the tax dough
on her. We can be sure these two were
"A" students in law school, especially
in their Ethics class. This genius boy-
friend never prosecuted anything more
than a traffic ticket, but billed $4,000 for
two days of meetings with White House
officials! What traffic attorney gets paid
$2,000 a day for plotting the destruction
of a political opponent? The one bunk-
ing with Fani.

Fani ran for office on "Integrity".
Her name in Swahili means "Integrity."
Something was lost in translation. How
much corruption can you take?

Still clinging to my Bible,

Bev Gudanowski
Uxbridge

PS.: Here is a quick lesson in
Economics 101: While inflation is up 3
percent since January 2023, that 3 per-
cent is added to the 15 percent achieved
in Magoo's two years. So now, the cumu-
lative inflation is 18 percent since he
took office - worst inflation in 40 years.
Shelter is up 19 percent, groceries up
20 percent, fuel up 32 percent. That's
not Shrink inflation or Greed inflation.
It's Biden-flation. A family of four pays
$1,261 more per month to purchase the
same goods and services compared to
the day in January 2021, when President
Trump left office. And for all this, they
had to cheat to get Magoo elected!

Northbridge water rate increase update

To the Editor:

It now appears the verdict is in
on the Northbridge Water Rate,
Mass. DPU Increase, for the over-
burdened taxpayers, rate payers of
Northbridge for those on the private
water company & town system.

1.) An increase of $900,000 in water
revenues on May 1, 2024.

2.) A subsequent increase in water
revenues of $350,000 on May 1, 2025.

3.) Total: $1.25 million for a sugges-
tive Increase of '35.64 percent!

Much of this Information can be
found on the Commonwealth’s DPU
Web site, "File #23-64."

The first step increase rep-
resents an overall increase in Water
Revenues of '27.3 percent' over rates
in effect on Dec. 31, 2022. The second
step increase represents an over-
all increase in Water Revenues of
8.34 percent over the rates that are
agreed to go into effect on May 1,
2024. If my Old Math may be correct,
that is a suggestive increase of a
#11.88 percent A Year, Over Three
Years, 2022, 2023, 20247

A rumor the 'Private Water
Company' received a bigger increase
because of new mandates from the
EPA, and the State for Infrastructure

Improvements may be part of the
Issue? Hopefully, our Town Manager
may make sure those Improvements
are comprehensively done? Plus, can
our Board of Selectmen freeze the
Water Meter Service Charges? Plus
any additional charges?

Which also usually go up when
a Rate Increase is approved for the
Private Water Companies users, and
the Town Water Supply users?

How many Northbridge taxpayers
that Work received an almost 12
percent yearly pay raise those three
years?

My guess is not too many, plus
those on Social Security only
received a 17.8 percent increase for
the same time period, plus Medicare
Part-B offset costs, and prescription
costs. The Water Company should
receive 35.4 percent increase for that
same duration? Not bad?

Maybe they should advocate for
seniors on Social Security?

Many Northbridge taxpayers are
struggling significantly now' with
overall major inflation' exceeding 20
percent over the last three years.

Hopefully, our excellent Board
of Selectmen may consider a
Commercial Property offset for the

residential rate payers to help 'soft-
en this excessive burden for residen-
tial rate payers and renters in town?
Plus those on fixed incomes, and for
our shut-ins?

Hopefully, our Town Manger before
the next rate increase request, may
put our water supply needs out to
bid to see if Aquarian in Millbury, or
other surrounding towns, a private
business in Riverdale, or our old
town water wells off of Sutton Street
in Rockdale may be a better econom-
ical choice for the Northbridge tax-
payers? Plus, will our Town Manager
release our Town Counsel’s report on
how he fought for the Northbridge
ratepayers during this endeavoring
Rate request process? May only the
Shadow know, at #7 Main St.?

For so many, the "Rent Is Just Too
Darn High,” and some are sugges-
tively saving on their water bills
by using rain water to flush their
toilets, in these ever challenging eco-
nomic times. Not since the President
Carter years and a crisis of confi-
dence for those who remember.

Sincerely,

Barry Gallant
Whitinsville
LETTERS CONTINUED page A8
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Fish & Wlldhfe prepares for spnng trout stocking

There was limited ice fishing
on dangerous ice conditions
throughout the valley this past
weekend, but conditions were
much better north and west of
the valley! A couple of mem-
bers fishing the Uxbridge Rod
& Gun Club this past weekend,
had a great time catching and releasing
some impressive rainbow and brook trout.

Mass. Fish & Wildlife is busy repair-
ing trucks for the upcoming stocking of
trout this spring, as anglers are already
fishing open water in the valley and on
the Cape. This week’s picture shows
the success some are having on open
water using spinning gear. This week’s
picture shows a big brown trout caught
locally last week and weighed in at
Jerry’s Bait & Tackle.

Black bear dens are being visited by
Mass Fish & Wildlife personnel to check
on the bears’ winter survival, and suc-
cessful newborns.

The Bald Eagle population is rapidly
growing in Mass., with new nests being
built annually. Their breeding season
is only a month away! Sightings of this
majestic bird are almost a weekly occur-
rence, in the valley area.

Public hearings on the
saltwater recreational fish-
ing regulations are being
held soon. Unfortunately,
most anglers were disap-
pointed after leaving the
hearings in the past, with
no changes to their recom-
mendations. It is a waste of time! More cuts
to recreational saltwater fishing limits and
sizes are expected again this year;, in both
Mass. & Rhode Island. The public hearings
have become just a formality.

The Springfield Sportsmen’s show is
scheduled to open this week, Feb. 23-25. It
is a great way to enjoy a day with friends,
before the spring fishing begins on both
fresh & saltwater.

The New England Saltwater Fishing
Show will open their doors at the Rhode
Island Convention Center on March
8-10. If you fish saltwater, you need to
attend this great show.

Rod & Gun Club renewals at many local
clubs are now being held! Don’t lose your
membership. There is a deadline for
renewing your membership at most
clubs in the valley:

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them
Rods Bending!

Starting plants from seeds mdoors

GARDEN
MOMENTS

e e 0 0 0 0 0

MELINDA
MYERS

Keep your green thumb in shape this
winter while getting a jump on the
growing season by starting your favor-
ite or hard-to-find plants indoors. It’s
fun, simpler than you think, and can
help stretch your plant budget.

Start with some clean containers that
you purchase, recycle, or make from news-
papers. Be sure to add drainage holes to
any repurposed yogurt or similar con-
tainers you are using for starting seeds
to avoid waterlogged soil. Always clean
used pots by soaking them in a one-part
bleach and nine-part water solution for
ten minutes then rinse with clear water.
This helps reduce the risk of disease.

Fill the containers with a moist well-
drained potting mix or a sterile seed start-
ing mix. Once the containers are filled,
check the back of your seed packets for
planting directions. Most contain all the
information you need for when and how to
plant the seeds. Some seed companies now
provide this information on their website
instead of the seed packets.

Most seeds are planted about twice the
seed diameter deep while smaller seeds
are often set on the soil surface and gently
watered in place. Once again, check the
seed packet for the seeds you are grow-
ing. Plant two seeds per container just in
case one of the seeds fails to sprout.

Once planted, move the containers to a
warm location. Many gardeners use heat-
ing pads designed for germinating seeds
to help speed sprouting. Covering the con-
tainers with a sheet of plastic or one of the
prefab domes will help conserve moisture
so you will need to water less often.

Check the soil moisture daily and
water often enough to keep the soil even-
ly moist but not soggy wet. Remove the
plastic and move the containers to a
sunny window or better yet, under artifi-
cial lights as soon as any green appears.

Regularly rotate plants that are grow-
ing in sunny windows to promote more
even growth. Adjust artificial lights
as plants grow. Most seedlings benefit
from keeping the lights four to six inch-
es above the top of the seedlings. Leave
the lights on for 14 but no more than 16

Avoid tapping

Melinda Myers

Seedlings should be moved to a sunny win-
dow or placed under artificial lights as soon
as any green appears.

hours a day. Using a timer is an easy
way to make sure the plants receive the
right amount of light each day.

Once the seedlings develop two sets
of true leaves (these will look like the
leaves of the plants you are growing),
it is time to do some thinning. Remove
the weakest seedling in each pot so
only one strong seedling remains.
Trimming the weaker seedlings back to
ground level instead of pulling avoids
damage to the remaining seedling.

Once seedlings have been thinned
and are actively growing, use a fertilizer
labeled for this use. Continue to water thor-
oughly and often enough to keep the plant-
ing mix slightly moist but not soggy wet.

Check the weather and seed packet to
determine when it is safe to move your
plants outdoors. You'll need to prepare
them for their new home outdoors with
a technique called hardening off. Start
by moving the plants to a sheltered and
shaded location after the danger of frost
has passed. Stop fertilizing, and check soil
moisture daily but allow it to dry just
slightly before watering thoroughly:

Gradually increase the amount of
sunlight the plants receive each day.
Cover or move them indoors when frost
is in the forecast. Your transplants are
ready to move to their permanent loca-
tion after a week or two.

Start gathering your supplies and seeds
now. And before you know it, you will be
enjoying the beautiful blooms and tasty
vegetables you started from seed yourself.
Melinda Mpyers has written more than
20 gardening books, including Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The Great
Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant
video and DVD series and the nationally
syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment radio
program. Myers is a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & Blooms magazine.
Myers’ Web site is www.MelindalMyers.com.

the benefits of
compounding
that can be
achieved by

If you want to
make a big pur-
chase, such as a
new car or a piece

account. Still,

FINANCIAL a 40105 loan
Focus has its draw-
backs. If you

DENNIS leave your job,
ANTONOPOULOS | Yow'll  likely
have to repay

of property,or you holding invest-
were faced with a ments for the
large, unexpected long term.

expense, such as Possible
a major home or bump into

the loan in a

(up to $10,000), short period

auto repair, would
you have the funds
readily available?
If not, you might
look at what may
be your biggest
pool of money
— your 401(k) or
IRA. But should
you tap into these
accounts well
before you retire?
Maybe not —
and here’s why:
Less money
in retirement -
The more money
you invest in
your retirement
accounts, and
the longer you
keep it invested,
the more youll
probably have
when you need
it most — when
you’re retired.
Consequently,
taking out sizable
amounts from
these  accounts
before you retire
could be costly, as
it would disrupt

higher tax brack-
et — The money
you take out from
your traditional
IRA and 401(k) is
taxable in the year
of  withdrawal.
So, if you with-
draw a significant
amount of money
at once from your
traditional IRA or
401(k), you could be
pushed into a high-
er tax bracket, at
least for one year.
Tax penalties —
If you take money
out of a 401(k) or
traditional IRA
before you turn
59 and a half, you
could face a 10
percent tax penal-
ty, although some
exceptions exist.
Penalty-free with-
drawals can be
made for several
reasons, including
for education and
medical expens-
es, first-time pur-
chase of a home

after the birth
or adoption of a
child (up to $5,000)
and more (see irs.
gov/taxtopics/
tc557). With a
Roth IRA, which
is funded with
after-tax dollars,
you can withdraw
contributions —
but not earnings
— at any time,
for any purpose,
without incurring
penalties.

Given these
issues, how can you
avoid dipping into
your retirement
accounts  when
you’re faced with a
financial need?

One possibility is
to take out a loan
from your 401(k).
Unlike a 401(k)
withdrawal, a loan
is neither taxable
nor subject to tax
penalties. Also, the
interest you pay on
a 401(k) loan goes
back into your

of time and if you
don’t have all the
money to repay
it, the loan will
be considered in
default, so you’ll
owe taxes and the
10 percent penalty
if you’re younger
than 59 and a half.
But even if you
don’tleave your job
and you do repay
the loan, you'll
still have taken
away money that
could have poten-
tially kept growing
within your tax-de-
ferred account. As
mentioned above,
as your money
compounds, you’ll
want to minimize
disruptions.
Building an
emergency fund
is another way to
gain access to cash.
Such a fund should
contain at least six
months’ worth of
living expenses,
with the money
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PORGIES
HERRING
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A four-and-three-quarter-pound Brown Trout caught last week at a local pond in Mass. by

Justin, on rod & reel.

Latest antiques and collectibles news
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ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

WAYNE TUISKULA

It’s been close to
three months since
my last update on
antique and collect-
ibles news. As you
might expect, a lot
has taken place
since then. I'll focus
on some major
estate sale finds
today:

In 2023, Jeanette
Davies saw two
antique teddy
bears at a yard sale
in South Wales.
Teddy bears got
their name when
Teddy Roosevelt
was hunting with
(American  bear
hunter and sports-
man) Holt Collier.
Collier stunned and
cornered a bear and
Roosevelt wouldn’t
shoot it, believing it
to be unsportsman-
like. Davies paid
£130, or around $155
for both yard sale
bears. One turned
out to be a World
War II era teddy

worth between
$92 and $142 USD.
Davies correctly

into retivement savings early

kept in a liquid,
low-risk account.
It can take time
to build a fund of
this size, so it’s
never too soon to
start putting away
money for it. To
avoid the temp-
tation of dipping
into your emer-
gency fund, you'd
ideally keep this
fund separate from
your daily spend-
ing accounts.

Explore all your
options before
tapping into your
IRA or 401(k) early.
Keeping these
accounts intact as
long as possible
is one of the best
moves you can
make to help build
your future retire-
ment income.

This article was
written by Edward
Jones for use by
your local Edward
Jones Financial
Advisor.  Please
contact  Dennis
Antonopoulos,
your local Edward
Jones Advisor at 5
Albert St., Auburn,
MA 01501 Tel: 508
832-5385 or dennis.
antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com.

believed the other
bear to be a Steiff
bear. Steiff began
producing high
quality teddy bears
three years after
the incident with
Roosevelt. The 1905
Steiff bear was auc-
tioned with a $5,100
minimum bid.
Across the coun-
try, a California
man recently found
an old tin box of
baseball cards that
his dad collected.
The man identi-
fied only as John
said his father
Ed began -collect-
ing cards in the
1920s, according to
Newsweek. Ed had
shown John some
cards occasionally,
but John only saw
the tin box with
all the cards after
Ed’s passing. The
collection includes
20 Babe Ruth
cards, a Shoeless
Joe Jackson, and
many other Hall of
Famers. The sale of
the cards is expect-
ed to bring in the
high six figures.
Also in
California, a map
dealer’s keen eye
and knowledge
may have netted
him millions. Alex
Clausen was tak-
ing a virtual tour
of oil heir Gordon
Getty’s estate
sale and became
focused on an old
map, according to
the Los Angeles
Times. He spotted
a map listed as a

portolan chart and
as being from 1500
to 1525. Portolan
maps were hand
drawn maps on
animal skin creat-
ed by navigators.
According to the
LA Times, they
“often feature
drawings of com-
pass roses, flags,
sea monsters and
ships; unlike mod-
ern maps, interior
details of land are
not the key focus.”
The $100,000 to
$150,000 estimate
seemed reasonable
for a 16th centu-
ry map, but some
clues led Clausen
to believe it could
be older. Granada
in Southwestern
Spain had a differ-
ent flag than other
kingdoms in the
Iberian Peninsula,
making him think
the map was at
least from the 15th
century before
they would have
adopted a new flag.
After hundreds of
hours of research,
researchers dated
the map to 1360.
The chart is the
only 14th century
portolan known
to exist outside of
Europe. The map is
being sold in a gal-
lery where it is on
course to bring $7.5
million.

We are current-
ly cataloging our
comic books, sports
cards, and collect-
ibles auction. We
are still accepting

consignments of
gold jewelry, ster-
ling silver serving
ware, art, coins, and
other antiques, and
collectibles for our
early summer auc-
tion. I'll be teach-
ing my antiques
and collectibles
night class again
on March 5 at the
Bay Path Evening
School in Charlton.
T'll also be present-
ing at Learning in
Retirement event

in Danielson,
Connecticut on
May 6. Please

visit our Web site,
https://central-
massauctions.com,
for links to other
upcoming events.
Contact us to
consign items
or for auction
information at:
Wayne Tuiskula
Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central
Mass Auctions
for Antique,
Collectibles
Auctions and
Appraisal Services
info@centralmas-
sauctions.com or
(508-612-6111).

[ Thank you |
St. Jude
for
answered
prayers
CCand FB
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Veteran benefits.

WEBSTER-DUDLEY VETERANS SERVICE

PART TIME CLERK POSITION

19 HOURS

The Town of Dudley is seeking a qualified professional to serve as the
Veterans’ Services Clerk. This position falls under the direction of the
Director of Veteran Services.

Candidate must have excellent organizational skills with the ability to
manage time effectively, computer proficiency is required along with
writing ability. Knowledge of departmental operations and exercise
judgment in responding to the needs of our veterans. Attend veter-
ans-oriented trainings and educational courses as required, assists with
community events such as Memorial Day and Veteran Day parades,
and helps veterans in completing applications for State and Federal

A high school education or GED is required with one year of office
experience. Salary is $20.28/hour.
Please send a cover letter and resume to townadmin2@dudleyma.gov.

Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR CONTINUED

To the Editor:

Good news: nobody has to be “all in for
Trump” because Bernie Sanders is not a
“socialist.” However, he most certainly
is, by his own words and book, a demo-
cratic socialist or, as some would say, a
social democrat. That essential distinc-
tion means he gets to keep his paycheck
and possessions, and we can still have a
more equitable society for each citizen.
Gregory (May 2019) describes the largest
American socialist party, DSA, as specifi-
cally wanting ‘to abolish capitalism

as we know it,” unlike Sanders.

As noted in The Nation (March 23),

Sanders stated:

“But, as Roosevelt

explained almost 80 years ago, if we are
serious about creating a truly free soci-
ety, we must take the next step forward
and guarantee every man, woman, and
child in our country basic economic
rights: the right to quality health care,
the right to a good education, the right to
decent and affordable housing, the right
to a secure retirement. And the right to
secure a well-paying and meaningful job
(where antiunion capitalism is not toler-
ated). To achieve the genuine freedom we

are entitled

to as human beings, we cannot be sat-
isfied with political democracy alone,
especially when democracy itself is
under fierce attack. We need economic
democracy every bit as much as we need

political democracy:

“What Berman noted about social

A Peek into

Nothing bright-
ens up the cold,
white, winter
landscape like the
annual arrival of
early spring buds.
From crocuses to
lilacs, nostalgic
perennials are
the staple of New
England gardens.
Plentiful and
easy to grow, this
week’s  column
will spotlight a few
common flowers
that usher in the
arrival of spring
each year,

*%

Crocus (The lit-
tle princess of the
garden): Crocus
has a long heritage
in New England,
as the favored
flower is among
the first to be
brought to North
America by set-
tlers. Popping up
in gardens in mid-
March, the sight
of crocus bulbs
are cause for cele-
bration by winter
weary Easteners.
In fact, the crocus
has been known
to bloom while
snow is still on the
ground, offering a
visual promise of
the upcoming sea-
son.

The humble
flowers, boasting
an array of hues
from pale yellow to
deep purple, open
their cup shaped
blooms fully only
on sunny days.
Perhaps the pop-
ularity of the

humble flower is
attributed to its
easy going nature.
Requiring only a
light alkaline soil
and plenty of sun-
light, and it will
reward the eye
with many color-
ful, low growing
flowers that multi-
ply each spring.
*%

Crocus in
Mythology: The
crocus famous-
ly appears in a
legendary Greek
tragedy of Crocus
(Krocos) and
Smilax. According
to the legend a

young mortal
named Crocus
headed into the

Athens forest in

pursuit of the
nymph Smilax.
Catching her

attention, Smilax
is smitten but only
briefly, by the hand-
some Crocus. Soon
she becomes bored
and spawns his
amorous advances.
When crocus per-
sists in pursuing
the beauty against
her wishes, the
gods transforms
him into a saffron
Crocus flower, its
orange stigmas
symbolizing his
undying passion
for her.

*%

Planting Crocus:
Spring crocus
bulbs are Dbest
planted in the fall
when the soil is
below 60 degrees,
but well before

democrats, as experienced in Denmark
and Scandinavia, is that they want to
help people learn how to savor the best
parts of capitalism while mitigating the
downsides of such a system successfully
— (New Yorker) essentially giving up “the
dream of a worker-controlled society.”

Sanders is likely in this camp but does
stand for workplace democracy.

Here’s what Sanders is really against
—those who would deny us and our neigh-
bors political and economic democracy.
Sanders doesn’t believe American oli-
garchs should replace “one man, one
vote” with (Reich) “government of and
by a few exceedingly rich people or fam-
ilies who control the major institutions
of society, and therefore have power over
other people’s lives” to ensure their cor-

porate profits.

Let’s make it clear with a great exam-
ple of Tim Dunn: “The billionaire bully
who wants to turn (all of) Texas into
a Christian theocracy” (Texas Monthly;
Gold, March 2024). This 68-year-old oil
American billionaire oligarch uses his
checkbook to decide what laws elected
officials will pass because he controls
which officials get elected. “He has built
his own caucus within the Legislature
that is financially beholden to him.” Yes,
billionaires can do that. Now; is it fair to
the average citizen that 735 billionaires
(2023) will decide our futures? Political

scientists Gilens

and Page have found “that American

Flowering Signs of Spring

the first hard
frost. Plant
pointy side
up about
four inches
apart. For the
best  visual
affect plant

in clumps of
about a dozen
bulbs. Water well
and cover with
a few inches of
mulch for cold
weather insula-
tion. Since moles
and mice are also
attracted to crocus,
those who have
such pests in the
garden are advised
to plant in buried
wire cages or other
devices designed
to repel the hun-
gry critters.
*%

Daffy Delights:
Daffodils’ sunny
yellow  flowers
make this perenni-
al a delightful and
most welcoming
sign of spring. The
hearty bulbs have
been known to sur-
vive in the ground
for well over a
century, offering
decades of flowing
blooms. There are
more than 27,000
cultivated variet-
ies of daffodils, so
it’s no wonder the
daffodil is one of
the most popular
spring flowers!

Mythology
and History: The
botanical name
for the daffodil
is  “Narcissus,”
which is named
after the youth
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in Greek mythol-
ogy who fell in
love with his own
reflection in a pool
of water. The bend-
ing flowers rep-
resent Narcissus
looking into the
water; it is said
that when he died
in that position, a
daffodil grew.
Daffodils have
a rich history
beyond the mythol-
ogy. The Romans
were known to
have planted nar-
cissus in memory
of those fallen in
battle. Daffodils
were  eventual-
ly transported
to England by
the Romans who
hailed the flow-
ers’ healing prop-
erties. Early set-
tlers brought the
precious daffodil
bulbs with them
to America as a
reminder of their

homeland.
Today, Daffodils
represent new

beginnings,
rebirth and joy. In
China, the daffodil
symbolizes good
fortune.

*%

Planting
Daffodils: Plant
bulbs in the fall
two to three weeks
before the ground
freezes for spring
blooms. Bulbs
need proper drain-
age; therefore,
the bulbs require
a large hole and
loosened soil; plant
pointy side up
about six inches
deep. Bulbs should
be thoroughly
watered at the time
of planting and
again in the spring
when they begin to
grow. Most garden-
ers agree planting
daffodils in clumps
of five or more cre-
ates a most pleas-
ing garden land-
scape.

Note: Nothing
adds a ray of
sunshine to your
indoor space better
than a pot of min-
iature daffodils.
The bright, yellow
blooms are perfect
for the desktop,
whether you're in
a spacious home
office or a crowd-
ed cubicle. At just
a few dollars per
pot, they are an
inexpensive pick
me up that keeps
on giving. After
the blossoms wilt,
the bulbs can be

lawmakers respond to the demands of
wealthy individuals, typically corpo-
rate executives, Wall Street moguls, and
big corporations.” That is what Bernie,
another old man, is railing against. He
does not support oligarchy, where the
billionaires get to make the country’s
decisions based on their financial votes,
effectively nullifying your vote. Why
should that be desired or tolerated?

Who do you think Trump has worked
with and is working with? The New
Republic framed the dark money that
moved from Barre Seid to Leonard Leo of
the Federalist Society to provide Trump
with his Supreme Court nominees. The
Heritage Society, funded by more billion-
aire oligarchs including Coors, Mellon,
Mercer, and the Koch brothers, fund-
ed the preparation for the Mandates for
Leadership for 2025 - the road map for
Trump's next term — our future.

Numerous billionaires have ‘donated’
to the super PAC Make America Great
Again. None of these efforts include the
people’s voice or vote. Face it, Trump
doesn’t care what you want, but he sure
does listen to those special interests that

fund him.

So, if you still have to be ‘all in’ for
Trump, purchasing a pair of his golden
sneakers for $399 (made in China?) may
be more efficacious. His current side
hustle can be found at https://gettrumps-
neakers.com/. And if those are sold out,
perhaps as CNBC notes, you can pur-

replanted in the
ground to rebloom
outside for years to
come!

*%

Lovely Lilacs

Fragrant clus-
ters of lilacs
adorned colonial
yards and gardens
of early America.
Lilacs were grown
both for their beau-
ty and their medic-
inal properties.
In fact, in the late
18th century, both
Thomas Jefferson
and George
Washington wrote
about their lilac
plants. The spe-
cies is so hardy
that early lilac
bushes, in a testa-
ment of survival,
have continued to
thrive in colonial
homesteads, long
after the homes
were abandoned
or destroyed.

Lilacs have been
known to survive
hundreds of years,
making them a
true heirloom flow-
er. The Governor
Wentworth Estate
in Portsmouth,
NH boasts the old-
est surviving lilac
bushes, said to
have been planted
circa 1750. While
there are many
strains of the flow-
er, the most nostal-
gic is the common
lavender hued lilac
(Syringa Vulgaris),
which was brought
to America in the
mid 1700s from
eastern Europe.

*%

Lilac Legends:
Legend has it
lilac drives away
evil wherever it is
planted or strewn.
It is said that lilac
bushes were plant-
ed on the home-
stead by colonists
in an effort to
protect the inhab-
itants from bad
forces.

Immigrants
from Europe
brought tales of
lilac folklore from

the “old coun-
try” to America,
including the

belief that finding
a white lilac blos-
som with five pet-
als is a sign good
fortune would fol-
low. Meanwhile,
in certain sec-
tions of England
it was considered
bad luck to bring
blooming Lilacs
into the house and
all white Lilacs
were especially
banned from dis-
play inside the
home.

*%

Growing Lilacs

New England is
the perfect climate
to grow lilacs, as it

is very cold hardy,
requiring a frost to
prompt bud bloom-
ing.

For optimum
blooms, alilacbush
should be plant-
ed in areas that
receive full sun
(at least six hours
per day). Lilacs
like a slightly alka-
line soil. Spread
roots out vertical-
ly and cover with
topsoil. A newly
planted lilac bush
should be kept well
watered. Add a
loose mulch above
the roots to help
with water absorp-
tion. Keep in mind
different varieties
of lilacs bloom at
different times.

When lilac flow-
ers have finished
blooming, prune
the dead flow-
ers back to just
above where new
buds are forming.
Be prudent with
pruning, as over
cutting can result
in a decrease of
blooms next year.

%%

Win Dinner for
Two at the Publick
House

Your tips can
win you a great
dinner for two
at the historic
Publick  House
Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply
send in a hint to
be entered into a
random drawing.
One winner per
month will win
a fabulous three
course dinner for
two at the renown
restaurant, locat-
ed on Route 131
across the town
common in his-
toric Sturbridge.
Because I'm in the
business of dis-
pensing tips, not
inventing them
(although I can
take credit for
some), I'm count-
ing on you readers
out there to share
your best helpful
hints!

Do you have a tip
that has worked for
you? Do you have
a question regard-
ing household or
garden matters? If
so, why not share
them with readers
of  Stonebridge
Press newspapers?
Send questions
and/or hints to:
Take the Hint!, C/o

the Southbridge
Evening News,
PO Box 90;

Southbridge, MA
01550. Or email
KDRR@aol.com.
Hints are entered
into a drawing
for dinner for two
at the historic
Publick House Inn.

What Bernie Sanders really stands against

chase his digital trading cards, which
come with a snippet of his suit on the
day of his arrest or his cologne. Given the
most recent court judgments, this may
be way more helpful to Trump than your

precious vote, friend.

Linda Lacki
Northbridge

Starting over

Starting wide.  Yet,
all over — the unpre-
again often ' OMVELY  Gictability of
feels like  SPEAKING  the business,
carrying the the constant
weight of an TOBY rejection,
ending. It’s MOORE and the fleet-
challenging ing nature of

to move for-

ward when your
thoughts are teth-
ered to the past,
making each step
into the unknown
feel heavier with
the memories and
efforts that once
defined your path.

These moments,
usually fraught
with dread and
disbelief, carry the
essence of begin-
ning from square
one and feeling
like less than zero.
It’s hard to see that
the seeds required
to embrace a new
start are sown
within these
moments of defeat.

Consider the
story of a love that
once felt like desti-
ny. Two souls inter-
twined, embarking
on a journey that
seemed certain to
withstand the test
of time. But as the
chapters unfolded,
the narrative shift-
ed, leaving one in
despair and forced
to enter the dating
world again.

It reminds me
of a quote by JK.
Rowling:  “Rock
bottom became the
solid foundation on
which I rebuilt my
life.”

Picture the entre-
preneur who chart-
ed a path from a
local franchisee to
a high-flying execu-
tive at the national
headquarters. This
journey, marked by
first-class travels
and the trappings
of success, comes
to an abrupt halt
with a dismissal
that cuts deep. The
aftermath was a
maelstrom of emo-
tions—anger, sad-
ness, anxiety—con-
fronting the harsh
reality of sustain-
ing a lifestyle with-
out the security of
a steady income
and facing an
unwelcome choice
between giving up
or reinvention.

C.S. Lewis: “You
are never too old
to set another goal
or to dream a new
dream.”

Imagine the dili-
gent student whose
academic endeav-
ors were fueled
by the promise of
a fulfilling career.
Years of sacri-
fice and sleepless
nights culminate
in achieving a cov-
eted degree, only to
discover the chosen
path is filled with
dissatisfaction and
the realization that
one’s true calling
lies elsewhere. It is
a terrifying dilem-
ma.

F. Scott
Fitzgerald said,
“It’s never too late
to become who
you want to be. I
hope you live a life
that you're proud
of, and if you find
that you’re not, I
hope you have the
strength to start
over.”

Consider  the
journey of an art-
ist whose every
performance was a
testament to a life
dedicated to the
craft. Creating art
that resonated with
audiences far and

fame began
to erode the joy
once found in the
spotlight.

The emotional
toll of years spent
chasing the next
opportunity left
our artist feeling
disillusioned. The
passion that once
fueled late-night
rehearsals  had
dimmed, leaving
behind a yearn-
ing for something
more, something
different. The deci-
sion to stay where
it feels comfortable
or to start all over
doing something
new is paralyzing.

“Fall forward.
Every failed exper-
iment is one step
closer to success.
You've got to take
risks.” — Denzel
Washington.

Life, in all its
uncertainty, shows
us that the comfort
of security isn’t
truly secure. The
tales of love lost,
career dissatisfac-
tion, and the quest
for reinvention are
chapters in a story
familiar to many
of us. These nar-
ratives underscore
the universal jour-
ney of starting
anew.

No doubt you’ve
been in similar sit-
uations, with no
other option than
to choose a relent-
less pursuit of a
new beginning.
Trudging forward
after a significant
setback. It’'s an
awful feeling, but
what’s the alterna-
tive? Become bitter
and resentful? No
thanks.

Human beings
may crave security,
yet the truth is that
everything carries
arisk.

As Jim Rohn
eloquently said,
“Everything in life
is risky; I'll tell you
how risky life is...
you’re not going
to get out of life
alive.”

This acknowl-
edgment can help
us to face the
unknown with an
open mind. Your
mindset can sig-
nificantly influ-
ence whether the
journey ahead
leads to a positive
transformation or
becomes a hurdle
too challenging to
overcome.

Starting over
again presents a
unique chance
to reevaluate our
mental patterns
and expectations,
setting the stage
for a shift that
can either uplift
or challenge us,
depending on our
perspective.

Within the realm
of uncertainty, we
uncover something
truly extraordi-
nary: the power to
reshape our des-
tiny. Here lies the
potential for rein-
vention, for alter-
ing our paths, and
for reconstructing
our lives from the
ground up. Learn
to embrace your
new beginnings
and unlock the
promise of tomor-
rOw.
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Wildlife officials urge caution during coyote mating season

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Late January through
early March is mating season for
coyotes, and wildlife officials have
recently released information on
how residents might prevent con-
flicts during this time.

“Coyotes are very active during
the winter while courting mates and
defending their territory,” the state’s
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
(MassWildlife) released. “Coyotes are
in every city and town in mainland
Massachusetts, meaning the oppor-
tunity for human-coyote interaction
is high.”

The mere presence of a coyote is
not a cause for concern, MassWildlife
officials said, yet they reminded the
public to take “three simple steps” to
prevent conflict with coyotes during
the mating season, including protect-
ing pets, removing food sources, and
“hazing” coyotes.

“Pets should always be directly
supervised on a leash when outdoors,
especially during the coyote mating
season,” wildlife officials said, add-
ing that coyotes can’t differentiate
between their natural prey and small
pets, so they will “view unprotected
outdoor cats and small dogs as a
potential food source.”

“Coyotes can’t distinguish your
dog from an intruding coyote, caus-
ing the coyote to be more aggressive
toward medium- and large-sized dogs
as they will view them as potential
competition for mates and territory,”
a press statement reads.

It is not recommended to supervise
pets from a distance, including from
on a porch or at the backdoor.

“Most coyote attacks involve dogs
that are unsupervised or being super-
vised from a distance in a backyard,”
reports indicate.

Removing human-associated food
sources from one’s property will also
help.

“As opportunistic omnivores, coy-
otes will utilize naturally available
food, like small mammals and birds,
and human-associated foods, like
bird seed, garbage, compost, pet food
left outdoors, and backyard chick-
ens,” MassWildlife released.

Coyotes that find human-associat-
ed food sources will spend more time
in yards and neighborhoods.

“It’s essential for neighbors to
work together to secure or remove
all human-associated food sources in
a community,” wildlife officials said.
“Coyotes that become dependent on
human-associated food sources can
start to exhibit bold behavior toward
people. Never intentionally feed coy-
otes.”

Additionally, “hazing” coyotes is
another option. Hazing is described
as “a safe technique used to deter an
animal from an area or to change its
behavior. The intent of hazing is to

St. Peter’s
Parish offers
ALPHA

program

NORTHBRIDGE around faith. We

—St.Peter’sParish
in Northbridge
is offering the
ALPHA program
on Tuesday eve-
nings from 6:30
to 8 p.m. Sessions
will be held in
the parish hall,
39 Church Ave.,
Northbridge.
ALPHA is a
series of inter-
active sessions
to help peo-
ple explore
the Dbasics of
the Christian
faith. The goal
of ALPHA is to
create a warm
welcoming,
non-threatening,
non-pressured
and non-judg-
mental envi-
ronment where
guests are accept-
ed uncondition-
ally. Each session
looks at a dif-
ferent question

REDUCE
RECYCLE

8| RENEW

start with a light
meal, followed
by a video and
small group dis-
cussion.

There 1is no
charge to attend
ALPHA eve-
nings. There is a
good will offering
to help cover the
cost of the meal.
If you would like
to join us for

ALPHA, please
contact Louise
Forget, 508-234-

6355 or email:
religioused@
stpeterrockdale.
org to register or
for more infor-
mation.

frighten, not injure, the animal.”

“While coyotes are naturally wary
of people, this fear can lessen over
time when they spend a lot of time
around people or when they are fed,
intentionally or unintentionally, by
people.

When you see a coyote in your
yard, you should aggressively haze
it,” MassWildlife reported.

One can haze a coyote by creat-
ing loud noises by yelling or using
a small air horn, waving a jacket
overhead to look bigger, spraying a

hose or throwing small objects in the
coyote’s direction, and physically
chasing and driving the coyote off.

“Haze the animal until it has fully
left the area,” wildlife officials said.
“Hazing will not be effective if it's
done from inside a building, from
behind a screen door, or from a car.
Hazing is most effective when it’s
done repeatedly, when a variety of
techniques are used, and when many
people participate.”

Negative encounters with coyotes
are rare, according to reports, and

human-coyote attacks are “excep-
tionally rare.”

“If you encounter a coyote that is
exhibiting concerning behavior like
approaching leashed pets, closely
following people, or not running off
when effectively hazed, you should
contact your local Animal Control
Officer or local MassWildlife office
for assistance. If there is an immedi-
ate threat to public safety, call local
law enforcement.”

Learn more about coyotes at mass.
gov/coyotes.

Uxbridge High School honor roll

UXBRIDGE Uxbridge High
School has released its honor roll for
the second quarter of the 2023-2024
school year.

Grade 8

High Honors: Taylor Anderson,
Evan Bourgeois, Elyse Bousquet,
Stacy Calderon, Matteo Casasanta,
Jaidyn DeLuca, Tucker Denietolis,
Lily Derouen, Jacob Dwight, Jacob
Dzivasen, Ryan Fitzgerald, Logan
Fleming, Paige Foley, Margaret Fox,
Casey Griffiths, Everett Hazel, Emily
Hughes, Benjamin Johnson, Ashton
Khondker, Bronwyn LaChapelle,
Katelyn Laflamme, Madyn Lame,
Kevin Marchand, Olivia Mazzola,
Carly McKay, Thomas Newhall,
Nadia Nolan, Connor Osper, Shea
Paxton, Zooey Pominville, Jack
Posterro, Olivia Rivet, James Sadd,
Emmett Sharr, Mason Soucy, Abigail
Spiecker, Adeline Tartakoff, Haley
Walsh, Avery Wood, David Zaitoun

Honors: Cayden Almy, Nina
Bandstra, Cooper Bartlett, Desmond
Botelho, Kiersten Bradwin,
Emily Cabral, Bryana Fernandes,
Violet Fratus, Emily Geshelin,
Kelly Greene, Logan Harris, Lola
Hawkins, Aiden Jennings, Balin
Jones, Nathanel Kinyanjui, Jessica
Labonte, Matthew Lambert, Logan
Leshinski, Abigayle Livingstone,
Ryder Lovell, Blake Mace, Clayton
Maracle, Jacoby Martins, William
McClintock, Cooper McCuin, Julia
McDonnell, Salah Mohamed, Nathan
Rivera Najarro, Elijah Norman, Ava
Rosborough, Blake Rosborough,
Benjamin Rota, Lily Savoia, Hope
Tibedo, Silas Tripp, Lily Trottier,
Malik Uddin, Kevin Vietro, Autumn
Wood, Matthew Yarger

Honorable Mention: Kadin Cabana,
Kendra Cabana, Emily Calderon,
Aiden Danforth, Anthony Adir
Dos Anjos, Ryan Fitzgerald, Liam
Gover, Emmma Harney, Myles Loos,
Mazzy Martone, Reagan Moriarty,
Isaac Nagle, Quinn O’Brian, Hayden
O’Toole, Marissa Pirrotta, Emily
Ross, Benjamin Snyder, Piper
Sullivan, Sarah Szajna

Grade 9
High Honors: Aaron Alves-
Thomas, Bradley Anderson, Iain
Andrews, Aubrey Beland, Gabriela
Belanger, Aubrey Bouchard, Ava
Cahill, Hadassah Calixto, Madison
Cammuso, Isabela Chapman,
Skylar Daniels, Joao P de Souza-
Rodrigues, Miranda ElTurkmani,
Daniel Ferreira, Alyssa Friis,
Brianna Fuoss, Olivia Gauthier,
Brian Guertin, Jordan Hilgenberg,
William Hinchcliffe, Samantha Huth,
Brooklyn Kaferlein, Emrie Kling,
Madison Labonte, Sydney Loiselle,
Mary Lowrey, Braelyn Matheson,
Benjamin O’Neill, Caiden Pellegrino,
Hannah Samolinski, Chawanvi
Sillapachairuang, Maddilyn Silva,
Saanvi Singh, Lelia Sjogren, Sarah
Stark, William Stark, Gabriel Stone,
Erik Ward, Samuel Weeks
Honors: Ammar Alomar,
Clarah Avery-Boyer, Addie Blood,
Blake Burr, Austin Clancy, Aiden
Costigan, Parker DaCosta, Dylan
Demers, Parker Dery, Ethan
DeVito, Savhannah Gassett, Allie
Gauthier, Nathan Goryl, Cameron
Gray, Mallorie Hallfelder, Tyler
Joyce, Joshua Lavergne, Lilianna
McClintock, Nathan Oliveira,
Blake Oliver, Emma Peloquin, Enzo
Pimentel, Aidan Power, Yosselin
Alfaro Ramirez, Charlie Roy,
Eliasa Roy, Noah Samolinski, Kole
Silvestro, Annabel Smutok, Aidan
Valenti, Madison Webber
Honorable Mention: Joseph
Cascella, Susana Casper, Lindsay
Genoa, Gabriel Gomes, Elaina
Horgan, Amir Julien, Maxwell

Kammerer, Mathias Lalakidis, Ella-
Mae Libby, Mia Ouellette, Katherine
Pratt, Lukas Tierney, Samuel
Trottier, Josiah Vaillancourt,
Benjamin Yoffe

Grade 10

High Honors: Aidan Arsenault,
Ella Bain ,Amelia Blood, Novelle
Bousquet, Gaurav Boyalla, Sebastian
Bradwin, Lauren Cabral, Julianna
Casucci, Kason Chludenski, Hunter
Douangsavanh, Samuel Dow, Brady
Esposito, Alison Fleming, Nicholas
Fortier, Zachary Fortier, Kendall
Gilmore, Lola Grube, Mazen Hamza,
Ethan Lachapelle, Lily Laliberte,
Daniel Mach, Brayden Mackin,
Niamh McSweeney, Erin O’Day, Julia
Brynn Okenquist, Keira Paul, Liam
Powers, Liam Palmer Ramirez, Jake
Richardson, Jacob Rivet, Erin Roche,
Brian Stumpf, Andrew Tamsky,
Jacob Tavares, Eabha Twohig-Mann,
Grady Walsh, Austin Walusiak

Honors: Alexander Aldrich, Taylor
Bettencourt, Jeremiah Bourguignon,
Maxwell Brayman, Emerson
Burns, Morgan Charbonnier, Tyler
Constantineau, Finnegan Cove,
Adriana Cugini, Logen Erickson,
Jadyn Flood, Joshua Fontes, Camden
LaChapelle, Julianna Lopes, Skylar
O’Neill, Wilson Obiocha, Krish
Patel, Victora Alessandra Ribeiro,
McKenna Savage, Camron Savoie,
Riley Spicer, Thatcher Sweeney,

Honorable Mention: Angelica
Afonso, Mitchill Andre, Colin
Dwyer, Sophia Freire, Caleb Gonyea,
Isaac Kling, Cameron Mclsaac,
Migui Medeiros, Mylie Prachith,
Julian Rosenburg, Zachary Turcotte,
Malachi Vaillancourt, Sydney
Vanderzicht, Cody Veneziano

Grade 11

High Honors: Ali Alomar, Elyse
Bouchard, , Rachel Costigan,
Sydney Daniels, Maxwell Deary,
Jenna Devine, Rogan Devlin,
Timothy Devlin, Bailey Dzivasen,
Evelyn Ferreira, Katherine Fox,
Lillyanna Gallant, Alicia Gauvin,
Addison Griffiths, Shane Guillette,
Alyson Haley, Matthew Hinchcliffe,
Thatcher Kling, Sumeyye Doyuncu,
Hunter Levesque, Milla Mace, Aidan
Nolan, Darren Oliver, Danielle
Olson, Natalie Orr, Brianna Pare,
Diya Patel, Maxwell Roy, Stella Roy,
Alanna Russell, Hunter Schiller,
Rylee Spear, Michael Stark, Landon
Sweet, Ellen Teixeira

Honors: Joshua

Alt, Ayden

Anderson, Maria Aprili, Catherine
Buma, Brady Chludenski, Camden
Chludenski, Charles Criscola,
MacKenzie Drennan, Briana
Ferschke, Ewan Fortin, Liam
Kaferlein, Isadora Malta, Macen
Martone, Awwab Mohamed,
Abigaile Oliveira, Olivia Pirrotta,
Julia Porter, Evelyn Rivera, Talen
Rosborough,Kheirid Saint-Fleur,
Bruno Sampaio, Dominic Silva,
Morrodox Sisowath, Colin Spencer,
Jamal Uddin, Caroline Usenia, Ella
Vadenais, Ashton Watt

Honorable Mention: Curtis Blais,
Madison Currie, Jillian Dimo,
Shane Gilmore, Amelia Hay, Shawn
Lemovitz, Max Meagher, Rafael
Rodrigues De Miranda, Madison
Silbor, Jack Sullivan, Jacob Taft,
Cassady Westcott, Zadria Williame,
Denning Yoffe

Grade 12

High Honors: Alanah Allard,
Rosario Astorga, Lillianna Avila,
RylieBeland,JamesBernard, Lilliana
Bernier, Dylan Bibeault, Aidan
Blood, Luke Boisvert, Benjamin
Bourgeois, Jocelin Bourque, Ashlee
Brodeur, Kathryn Cahill, Braden
Cammuso, Cameron Caso, Emma
Demers, Matthew DiLibero, Brynn
Doherty, Syrianna Douangsavanh,
Luke Esposito, Madison
Fairweather, Nathan Fuoss, Carter
Gilmore, Olivia Gray, Olivia Holden,
Brianna Hughes, Catherine Hughes,
Samantha Jones, Kahlea Lachapelle,
Kellen Lachapelle, Kamryn Leroy,
Elizabeth Lewis, Grace Linsley,
Jessica Lutton, , Sara Morton,
Brianna Moss, Gage Nichols, Sean
O’Day, Shane OKkenquist, Mikayla
Ouellette, Ella Pezzullo, Phetmany
Phianesin, Cooper Phoenix, Lukkas
Ritacco, Benjamin Roerden, Payson

Roy, Maria Sobrinho, Christopher
Szajna, Matthew Thayer, Siobhan
Twohig-Mann, Emma Walker,

Brayden Wilcox, Zoe Wojnowski,
Greyson Yarger

Honors: Owen Burrill, Thomas
Costa, Jack Emmons, Jalyn Gingras,
Ezekiel Hamel, Cassidy Leach, Iris
Marcello, Aiden Marquez-LeRoy,
Samuel Noel, Jack Phoenix, Ava
Pitner, Avari Powers, Liam Rigney,
Lincoln Schiller

Honorable Mention: Parin Boyalla,
Lucas DeFreitas, Andrew Flynn,
Tessa Johnston, Hailey Kinyanjui,
Jackson Livingstone, Jaden Mello,
Nathan Noyes, Frank Osimo, Mason
Sanford, Ellie Thompson

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

To advertise in this directory the 2nd and 4th weeks
of the month, please call Mikaela at 774-200-7308

or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
It's the best deal in the house!

ROOFING

ROOFING = =iwiisois MASTER

='W & DOORS CRAFTSMAN
SHINGLES

‘:;I CERTAINTEED

OR pajacem> VINYL

RUBBER o SING

ity Work... 47
Q\Lal ty Yay,

Mark Vaz N, 774-244-6781

Bill Skerry N\ 5084149457
HAMMERHEAD CARPENTRY
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RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

on windows & doors
for EVERYONE!'

M CANDERSEN

WINDOWS & DOORS

Offer expires
February 29!

o on all windows
o and doors

with Renewal by Andersen’s Employee Discount!* | ln addition to

every window?! every patio door & entry door?

NO Money Down NO Monthly Payments NO interest for 1 YEAR' ‘

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Get an exact price quote that's For your peace of mind, we hand-select We're so confident in our exclusive
good for a year from one of the finest craftsmen in the industry as products, process, and people, we offer
our Design Consultants. Your our Certified Master Installers. They'll the Nation’s Best Warranty coverage!
free appointment is full of often install your windows and doors With us, you don't need to purchase an
helpful information you won't within one day — so you'll experience over-priced extended warranty on your
find online! minimal disruption! windows, doors or installation.

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 2/29/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior
purchases. Get 10% off your entire purchase when you purchase four (4) or more
windows or entry/patio doors between 1/28/2024 and 2/29/2024. Additional $300 off
each window and $600 off each entry/patio door and 12 months no money down,
no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or
entry/patio doors between 1/28/2024 and 2/29/2024. Subject to credit approval. Interest
is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount
is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky®
consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered
financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender,
or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price.
Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See
your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon
request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated.

Call for your “ENERGY STAR’ is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection

- Agency. It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that meets all

FREE Window and L L L of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability,
Door Diagnosis. installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for

exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. Visit
renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other
marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen
Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT
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Watershed group needs volunteers

WORCESTER
—TheBlackstone
River Coali=on
(BRC) needs vol-
unteers to assist
with its 21st year
of water quality
monitoring of 28
sites in the Mid-
Reach section of
the watershed.

Enjoy Dbeing
out along water-
ways? Volunteer
as a regular site
monitor assigned
to a particular
site or serve as a
“floater” to cover
sites on an "as

to Pawtucket.
Sites are sam-
pled on the sec-
ond Saturday of
each month from
April through
November. Field
monitors and
floaters are
trained in a one-
hour session to
test for dissolved
oxygen at the
site, record phys-
ical and aesthetic
parameters, and
collect a water
sample that they
drop off at the
lab between 9

the program.
The Headwaters
Team samples
waterways from
Worcester to
Grafton and runs
its lab out of

Mass Audubon’s
Broad Meadow
Brook Wildlife
Sanctuary in

Worcester. The
Rhode Island
Team samples

waterways from
Woonsocket to
Pawtucket and
runs its lab out
of Sycamore
Landing in
Lincoln, RI. The

Rhode Island
Team and the
Headwaters
Team are also
looking for vol-
unteers.

To volunteer

as a field mon-
itor, floater, or
lab assistant,
please contact
Heather Parry,
Coordinator,
BRC Volunteer

WQM Program,
at 508-579-9188
or heatherpar-
rywgm@gmail.
com.

Thanks 1o Yanks, Milford Public Library support

military families with donation from Giving Tree

MILFORD
— Thanks To
Yanks, a non-po-

during the holi-
day season,” said
Jacque Gorman

ies, civic, and
religious groups
with programs

families.
“I offer my sin-
cere thanks to

honored with
your generosi-
ty in support-

families. For
additional infor-
mation regard-

needed" basis. am. and noon litical 501(c)(3) of the Milford that support our Milford Public ing our military ing Thanks
Fieldwork not on the Saturday organization Public Library. military, veter- Library for families.” To Yanks,
your thing? Come of testing. Lab recently accept- “Our hope is for ans and their their giving tree Thanks to please visit
volunteer in the volunteers, who ed and delivered families to stay families. Milford donation and Yanks is a our website at
water-testing help test these a donation from warm duringthe Public Library’s support to the non-political Thankstoyanks.
lab which oper- samples for Milford Town winter months generous dona- military commu- 501(c)(3) orga- org or follow us
ates out of the nutrients, con- Library holi- ahead.” tion promotes nity” said Mike nization whose on Facebook and
Tri-River Faml_ly dUCt_lV_lty, and day giving tree Thanks To support and Shain, Founder mission is to Instagram.
Health Center in turbidity, including home- Yanks mission compassion for & President, support military
Uxbridge. do not need to made winter is to support our deployed Thanks To members, veter-

The BRC commit to help- hats, gloves and military mem- troops and their Yanks. “We are ans, and their
trains commu- ing each month gcarves to local bers, veterans,
nity scientists and can be military fami- and their fami-
to participate in trained the first jjeg. lies. We are also
the Coalition's =me they assist. “We are engaged in com-
watershed-wide There are two pleased to munity build-
water quality additional sam- donate to mil- ing including
monitoring pro- pling teams in jtary families school, librar-

gram. The goal
of this long-run-
ning program is
to gather infor-
mation about the
current status
of, and longterm
changes in, the
health of the
Blackstone River
watershed. This
information
helps local poli-
cy makers, state

DREASTER
EMROOFING: -

. Experience 3

Our roofs will weather the storm!

Thank You for making us your #1 choice.

Deal directly with the owner, Rob Chaile, No outside salesman!

officials, = and ROOFING « VINYL SIDING » WINDOWS
concerned com- : : s ! -
NSRRI | CHIMNEY REPAIRS « SEAMLESS GUTTERS

bers make the
Blackstone River
cleaner for peo-
ple and wildlife.

More than 90
volunteers work
with the BRC
to sample 75
sites throughout
the watershed
from Worcester

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

Residential & Commercial
From a hole in your roof... to a whole new roof!

508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278

www.NoreasterRoofing.com
Visit our showroom

1 Providence Ln., Whitinsville, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
C$#69907 HIC#160483

.

"REMOVAL

OFFERING 95 GALLON & 65 GALLON CARTS
CURBSIDE TRASH & RECYCLING PICKUP

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1971

508 76.4-6677

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

-

O S36-SE-HHSTFORITT OFFICE BU|LDiiS

FOR SALE
- Historical building, also known as . Listing price: $650,000
. . . Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 - Building size: 9,536 SF
|
EZ IntereSt CheCklng! EZ ChOICe SaVIngS' . Large Executive Offices with Elegant - Lot size: 13,939 SF

Finishes and High Ceilings .
- Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas .

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

3.25%
- APY**

For balances of $25,000
and greater

1.25% APY for balances
up to $24,999.99
Available with EZ Interest
Checking

4.00:%

For balances up to
$9,999.99

Free Online & Mobile
banking

Free eStatements & billpay
Up to $20 in monthly ATM
surcharges refunded

Open your account online at Milfordfederal.com,
or stop by your local branch today!

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of 1/11/2024. Fees could reduce earnings.
Additional terms and conditions may a glg One per household. Minimum balance to open
both account types and earn APY is f .01. Although Milford Federal offers free_unlimited
ATM transactions, other institutions may impose a surcharge for using their ATMs. *EZ
Interest Checking is a variable tiered rate checking product and subject to change at any
time. An APY of 4.00% will be paid on the balance up to the first $9,999.99, and 0.10% on
balances greater than $9,999.99. $1,500 minimum balance to waive $15 monthly fee. **EZ
Choice Savmzqs is a variable tiered rate savings 5product, and subject to change at an% time.
Must have EZ Interest Checking. An APY of 1.25% will be(faid on the balance up to the first
$24,999.99, and 3.25% on balances greater than $24,999.99. $2,500 minimum balance to

waive $10 monthly fee.
MILFORD
A\ FEDERAL

Est.1887 Our Community. Your Bank.

JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Vice President

JAMES GLICKMAN
Principal

508-769-5007
jglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-868-3765

Member jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

FDIC

uuuuuuuuuu
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Joan Brooks

Northbridge- Joan
(Deschene) Brooks
of Douglas, formerly
of Northbridge and
Dover-Foxcroft, ME,
passed away on Friday,
February 9, 2024 at
home surrounded by
her loving family, fol-
lowing a period of
declining health.

She is survived by
her children, Joan
(Charles) Brothers of
Douglas; Joseph H.
Brooks, IIl of North
Grosvenordale, CT;

home to reside with
her daughter, Lisa, in
2018.

Joan enjoyed puz-
zles and was a vora-
cious reader. She
looked forward to
trips to St. Maarten
with Peg and Stan
Rozak and to the casi-
no with her siblings,
Ronnie and Sharon.
An accomplished cook
and baker, Joan was
known for her warmth
and unconditional
love, and her home

Julie (Jason) Phelps
of Douglas: Lisa (James) Cove of
Douglas, with whom she made her
home; and Lynn (Eric) Johnson
of Topsham, ME, and by her sis-
ter, Sharon McCarthy, of Uxbridge.
Joan leaves behind 9 grandchil-
dren: Jarrod and Aaron Brothers,
Melissa and Lori Brooks, Samuel
and Benjamin Phelps, Chad Fletcher
and Leann (Steven) Rosenlund, and
Emily Johnson. Joan also leaves
behind 10 great-grandchildren:
Christopher, Brianna and Brendon
Brothers; Brody, Mason and Colton
Fletcher, Wesley and Cameron
Rosenlund, Avery Phelps, Magnus
Andersen, Aspen Cove, and many
dear nieces and nephews. Joan was
predeceased by her husband of 68
years, Joseph H. “Sonny” Brooks
Jr., her son, Jeffrey Brooks, and by
her brothers Doug Deschene and
Ronnie Deschene.

Born in Whitinsville, MA on
February 10, 1938 to Napoleon and
Phoebe (Plante) Deschene, Joan
was educated in the Northbridge
Public Schools. She worked local-
ly at Tuppers, GE and The Usual.
Following her husband’s retire-
ment, she and Joe moved to Dover-
Foxeroft, ME in 1992, returning

was one where the
door was always open and the cof-
fee was on; she was a people person
who genuinely enjoyed each inter-
action thoroughly. She embraced
life, lending her sense of humor
and infectious laugh to anyone she
spoke with, and she loved to speak
with everyone, feeling that strang-
ers were just friends she hadn’t yet
met. She was most at home with
a houseful of friends and family,
displaying her expertise in cooking
and baking, but always held those
special gatherings with her family
as a loving first priority, dispensing
hugs, laughter, advice and wisdom
with love.

Her funeral home service will be
held in Jackman Funeral Home, 12
Spring St., Whitinsville, on Friday,
February 23rd at 11 AM. Interment
will follow in Fairview Cemetery,
South Grafton. Memorial calling
hours will be held prior to the ser-
vice from 9:30-11 AM. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in Joan’s name may
be made to the American Red Cross,
or to a charity of one’s choice. To
leave a condolence message for her
family please visit: http://www.
Jackmanfuneralhomes.com

Courtesy

Blackstone Police arrested two men on drug and firearms charges following the execution of

a search warrant.

ARREST

continued from page A1
Department released. “Both suspects
were transported to the Blackstone
Police Department for booking.”

“Through these arrests we have
removed a significant amount of
narcotics from our community,”
Gilmore said. “Our department
takes our commitment to narcot-
ics enforcement seriously and will
not stop pursuing dealers who make
Blackstone their base of operations.
Thank you to our law enforcement
partners for their assistance and
professionalism throughout this
investigation.”

According to reports, the individ-
uals have been arrested and charged
with the following:

B

FUNERAL HOMES
Uxbridge * Whitinsville * Milford

wuww. bumafuneralhome.com

S

Michael Pitler was arrested and
charged with Possession of a Class
B Substance.

Zachary Pitler was arrest-
ed and charged with: Trafficking
Cocaine (More than 100 grams less
than 200 grams); Possession of a
Firearm Without a License to Carry;
Possession of a Firearm With a
Defaced Serial Number; Possession
of Ammunition Without a Firearms
Identification Card; Possession of
a Class B Substance (More than
100 grams); Intent to Distribute a
Class B Substance; Possession of
a Class C Substance (More than
100 grams); Intent to Distribute a
Class C Substance; Possession of a
Class D Substance (More than 300
grams); Intent to Distribute a Class
D Substance; Possession of a Class
E Substance (More than 50 grams);
and Intent to Distribute a Class E
Substance.

Jackman Funeral Home

7 Mechanic St. Douglas, MA
12 Spring St., Whitinsville, MA

Tancrell-Jackman Funeral Home
35 Snowling Rd., Uxbridge, MA

(508) 278-2200 - Reaches All Locations

i JackmanFuneralHome@yahoo.com ~ JackmanFuneralHomes.com

UXBRIDGE FREE PUBLIC

| IBRARY

15 North Main St.
www.uxbridgelibraryorg
508-278-8624

March 2024 Programs

IRISH IN AMERICA - LIVE IRISH
MUSIC AT THE LIBRARY

Come join us as Mary King, Cathy
Clasper-Torch, and Dan Lanier return
to the library and take us on a musi-
cal journey celebrating the Irish in
America! Irish music was influenced
by immigrants and their travels
throughout New England, the Midwest,
Appalachia and the West. Their Celtic
traditions were infused with new styles
and instruments creating a new voice
to their culture, along with the old. On
March 21st at 6pm, join us at the library
to get your green on, warm up your
voices and enjoy the warmth, spirit and
hilarity of the Irish in America! Please
register online or by phone as seating is
limited.

ADULT PROGRAMS

Register now:

Gentle Flow Yoga — Mondays, Mar 4,
11, 18, and 25 at 7pm

Uxbridge Knit-n-Stitch Circle -
Mondays, Mar 4, 11, 18, and 25 at 6:30pm

Cardmaking Hands-On Workshop -
Mar 7 at 6:15pm

PopUp Library at the Senior Center —
Mar 8 at 11:30am

Irish in America: Live Irish Music —
Mar 21 at 6pm

Embroidery 101 with Madonna
Terlizzi — Mar 27 at 1pm and Mar 28 at
6pm

Book-a-Librarian — Need help down-
loading e-books and using other library
digital resources? Contact the library to
book a 30-minute appointment with a
librarian for hands-on tech assistance.
Wednesdays from 2:30pm-4pm.

Join a Book Club:

Uxbridge Senior Center Book Club —
Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby
Van Pelt, Mar 12 at 1pm

Historical Fiction Book Club - Golden
Hill by Francis Spufford, Mar 19 at
3:30pm

Bookies Book Club - Black Cake
by Charmaine Wilkerson — Mar 25 at
6:30pm

YOUTH & TEEN PROGRAMS

Register now:

Teen Book-In-A-Bag (ages 13+) — Pick
up your themed book-in-a-bag choice
between Mar 2-16

Teen Paint-a-T-Shirt (ages 13+) — Mar
11 at 6pm

Teen Snacks & Board Games (ages
13+) — Mar 18 & Mar 25 at 6pm

Music and Movement with Deb
Hudgins (all ages) — Mar 7 & Mar 21 at
1lam

Blossoming Youth Yoga (ages 5-12) —
Mar 4, 11, 18, & 25 at 6pm

Lego Challenge Build (ages 6+) — Mar
6 & Mar 27 at 4pm

Ceramic Flower Bowls (ages 8-12) —
Mar 2 at 12:30pm

Frog & Lily (ages 4-7) - Mar 5 at 4pm

The Reptile Nook (ages 6+) — Mar 7 at
5:45pm

Family Candy Bar Bingo: Dogs! (ages
6+)—Mar 9 at 12pm

Lucky Charm Bracelets (ages 8-12) —
Mar 12 at 4pm

Science with Amanda: Seals (ages 6+)
—Mar 14 at 4:30pm

Virtual Fortnite Tournament (ages
8+) — Mar 14 at 6pm (Duos/Build)

Ocean Life Painting (ages 4-7) — Mar
19 at 4pm

Henna by Jen (ages 10+) — Mar 21 at
6pm

Egg Hunt Hop (ages 3-12) — Mar 30 at
12pm

Storytimes (registration required):

Baby Storytime (0-2 years) - Mondays,
Mar 11 & Mar 25 at 11:30am

Toddler/Preschool Storytime (24
years) — Wednesdays, Mar 13 & Mar 20
at 11:30am

Baby Bumble (Socialization play-
group, 0-2 years) — Tuesdays, Mar 5 &
Mar 19 at 11am

Toddler Tumble (Socialization play-
group, 2-5 years) — Tuesday, Mar 12 &
Mar 26 at 11am

Drop-In Programs:
Crafty Wednesdays - Wednesday
mornings and afternoons

Please visit the Library’s website at
uxbridgelibrary.org or call us at 508-
278-8624 to inquire about our upcoming
programs or to register to attend! Many
of our programs are supported by the
Uxbridge Board of Library Trustees
and the Friends of the Uxbridge Free
Public Library.

Blackstone Valley Arts

Association seeks artists
for landscape show

REGION — The BVAA
is reaching out to com-
munity members to
exercise their -creative
voices to depict the com-
munity about them. Our
next show will feature
the landscapes of the
Blackstone Valley towns.
This includes both pho-
tography, paintings,
drawings, digital art. It
must be original, creat-
ed with your own skills.
Drop off is March 2, a
submission form and
more info can be found
at BVAA.org. There is
no charge to participate
in this show, thanks to
grants from our local
Cultural Councils.
Our annual Anything
Goes Photography show
was a huge success. More
than 50 photographs were

submitted by mbers
and non-members mak-
ing for a beautiful show,
of varied photographs
both colored and black
and white. Our Sunday
Salon speaker was
Stephen DiRado, a pro-
fessional photographer
and professor at Clark
University. He spoke of
his photography journey,
and of his new book com-
ing out soon. Stephen is
a dynamic speaker and it
was standing room only.
Winning photographers
were Sarah Lemansky;,
first place, Francesca
Tramboulaskis, second
place, Gene St Pierre third
place, Lisa Shea, Linda
Bonnacorssi, James Hunt
honorable mentions.
Our March Activities
Include a full day pas-

tel workshop with Jane
Penfield, on March 16, at
Open Skies in the Sing
Performance Center. Cost
is $65 for members and
$85 for non members. Info
about Jane’s work and cre-
dentials can be found on
our web page BVAA.org.
Our monthly meeting
will be held on March
19, at Open Skies Gallery,
5 S. Main St., Uxbridge.
Featured artist will be
Bayda Asbridge, well
know multi-media art-
ist, from Worcester. Her
work has been shown at
the Worcester, Fitchburg
and Whistler Art
Museums. She has also
shown in many local ven-
ues, including the Small
Stones Festival of the
Arts.

Coffee Break continues with

“T'he Fruit of the Spirit”

WHITINSVILLE
— Coffee Break, a com-
munity Bible study for
women, will continue
its Winter season with
a study of “The Fruit
of the Spirit” on March
12. God loves us and has
wonderful plans for our
lives — no matter what the
current events look like.
Come join with others in
a study of The Fruit of
the Spirit as we look at
who God is and the power
and glory He is about to
display in the earth. Our
God is so trustworthy. All

peace and joy are found in
Him. You’re only allowed
to be a newcomer the first
week. After that, we're
all friends. We look for-
ward to meeting you.

Refreshments and
childcare are provided—
There’s loving care for
your babies and toddlers
through age five.

Coffee Break is held
each Tuesday from 9:30 to
11 a.m. and offers women
in the Blackstone Valley
an opportunity to read
and discuss the Bible,
share questions and con-

cerns, and develop new
friendships. There’s no
“homework” required,
and no previous Bible
knowledge is neces-
sary. Study guides and
Bibles are provided free
of charge.

Pleasant St. Church is
located at 25 Cross St. in
Whitinsville. For direc-
tions, questions, or to get
more information, please
call Anna 508-234-4902,
email churchoffice@
pscrc.org or visit pscrc.
org/adults.

St. Peter Parish hosting corned beef and cabbage dinner

NORTHBRIDGE — St. Peter Parish in Northbridge is having a Corned Beef
& Cabbage Dinner on Saturday, March 16 starting at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
Bring you family and friends for a wonderful meal and Irish Music by Alto Vista.
Tickets are $17 per dinner, and include potatoes, carrots, salad and dessert. To go
meals will be available for pick up at 5 p.m., and all orders must be purchased in
advance. “Pay It Forward” purchase an extra dinner and we will deliver it to some-
one in need in our local community. Please call the parish office at 508-234-2156
or email parishoffice@stpeterrockdale.org to purchase tickets or if you have any

questions.
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Douglas Public Schools

accepting Kindergarten
registrations

DOUGLAS — The Douglas Public Schools will be accepting ongoing Kindergarten
registration starting March 4. Registration packets will be mailed to eligible resi-
dents by Feb. 29. The registration documents may be returned either in-person
between 9 a.m. and 3:45 p.m., mailed to Douglas Primary School, 17 Gleason Ct.,
Douglas, MA 01516 or via e-mail to phannon@douglasps.net. Please return all forms
by March 28. Children eligible for Kindergarten in September must be five years of

age on or before Sept. 1.

Parents must present their child’s original birth certificate or a certified copy in
person prior to March 28. Immunization records are also required with the returned
registration paperwork. If you have any questions, please call (508) 476-2154.

Suns.
free

hine Club hosting
program March 1

DOUGLAS — Spring is coming, so start thinking about your gardens now!

Join us for a free gardening program on Friday, March 1 at 11:30 a.m. at the
Douglas Adult Social Center. The Sunshine Club has invited Lanette Lepper from
Armstrong Acres in Dudley to the Douglas Adult Social Center to discuss good
practices for your gardens this year. She has been actively sharing her year’s of
experience and knowledge with other garden enthusiasts with a very common
sense approach to help any level of gardener.

Lepper discussed garden planning and preparation with us last year and is
returning with another presentation this year to further our gardening skills.
There will be time to answer any questions you have during and after the program.

Light refreshments will be served. Everyone is welcome. Please call the center
at 508-476-2283 to sign up. Located at 331 Main St., Douglas.

(" MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC
DUCTLESS SPLIT
HEAT-PUMPS

HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING

Michael J. Williams

SHEET METAL

FABRICATION

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC
COOLING & HEATING
M_J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988
High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035

DIAMOND

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

energize {"T
mass save
m www.mjwhvac.com Approved ven da

PEST CONTROL

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom E

Ph:

Fully Certified « RS# 2678

<=> KUBALA

{J HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experts

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING Lifetime
AVAILABLE Warranty

908-784-1550
:ERO K

BEST WINDOW COMPANY BUILDER

R
e ]
-

B-U-I'L-D-E‘R

INCORPORATED

Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

HOUSE CLEANING
AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.
~ Bonded ~
Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE
. estimate at:

774-262-9166

I'é

SHREWSBURY

MARBLE & GRANITE, Ixc

I[I]I

!""'
Ew

Biggest Selection of Marble,
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop
300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

508-842-9800 ¢ shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA
(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot — Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4 &

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services
Over 30 years experience
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078

Ask for David or Jason Hight
Auburn MA

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

CHIMNEY H“nl“
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF Hniwoon
RE ol s

New & Repairs, Repointing, Delivered

Rebuilding, Re-lining,

GUTTERS Home Improvement

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing

Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction

& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!
-FREE Estimates-

Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

Plastering m m

GREEN
$200 per corn
Call John at

5089584350

Licensed

& Insured

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

475 MIKE LAMBERT'S
Glenn LeBlanc (ng PLUMBING &
PLASTERING | [ i HEA{IFBINB-
Plastering small ;
jobs; additions, COITI!TIBI’C! al,
ceilings, Residential,
bathrooms, New Construction
remodels,
patches. 269 Main St
Over 40 Years St:'; ’
Experience.
" Spencer, MA
Quality 1-833-969-4330
Workmanship
Fully Insured
Insured
CALL MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
508-612-9573 @GMAIL.COM

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

GUARANTEED

BUILOING MAINTENANCE

Roofing, siding, gutter
cleaning, gutter repairs,
Certainteed Shingle
Master Certified!
Contact Daniel Truax
508-450-7472

call or text
gbmaintco.com

Senior Citizen Discount
Credit Cards Accepted
Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Financing Available
A+ Rafing BBB
Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019
Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

C==]

GJ LEDUC

PAINTING

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR Interior and Exterior
LIVING CONSTRUCTION .
: ; Power Washing
Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair Wallpapering
Steps, Patios .
Pool Surrounds General Repa"
Pressure Washing Fu||y Insured
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing Over 40+ Years
Delivery of Aggregate [xperien(e
Cord Wood
Brian French 508-764-8548
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com 774-23083 73

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

When protecting your family,
quality matters. We only use
the two best products on the
market; Certainteed Shingles
and Owens Corning Shingles.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty
& 25 yr. labor warranty
available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured,

Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operafed
Now Accepting All
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

D4 sccreoimed
BBR

Advertise on
this page for one low
price!

(et 7 papets.

774-200-7308

o Spencer New Leader
o Sturbridge Villager
+ Charlton Villager

» Southbridge News

» Webster Times

o Auburn News

o Blackstone Valley Tribune

For Advertising
Information
Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@

stonebridge press.news
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SPORTS

“True team effort’ helps Rams get by ‘tough’ Bay Path

Noﬁbbmdge again tops Mznutemen in Clark Tournament rematch

Nick Ethier

Nick Ethier

Northbridge’s Ellory Manning prepares to make a move on Bay Path Macie Allen of Northbridge has enough space between two Bay Path
defenders to release a shot.

defender Allison Welton.

Nick Ethier

Northbridge’s Erika Dresp spins away from
Allison Welton of Bay Path before attempting
an inside shot.

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

NORTHBRIDGE — It was Senior Night
at Veterans Memorial Field House on
Thursday, Feb. 15, as the Northbridge
girls’ varsity basketball team hosted Bay
Path. The Rams’ five seniors — Delaney
Mahoney, Macie Allen, Natalie Zborowski,
Rachel Sawyer and Erika Dresp (10
points) — all started, all contributed, and
junior Molly Gahan chipped in with a
double-double (14 points, 14 rebounds), as
Northbridge topped the Minutemen, 36-25.

“On Senior Night, it was a true team

Nick Ethier

Rachel Sawyer of Northbridge slices her way
through a pair of Bay Path defenders.

effort,” said Jeff Kozik, head coach of
the Rams.

Northbridge improved to 13-5 on the
season, while Bay Path slipped to 14-4.

“Bay Path is a very tough team. They
keep coming at you. I thought a couple
times we were going to put some distance
between us, and they just crawled back.
There’s absolutely no quit in that team,”
Kozik said of the Minutemen. “That’s
only their fourth loss of the season, so
that’s a very good team that doesn’t get the
respect it deserves in the State ranking.

“For our girls, being able to mentally
stick with it — it’s tough when you're

trying to put a team away and they keep
coming back — so to be able to make
timely baskets and big defensive stops
was huge,” Kozik continued.

Bay Path head coach Randy Schulman
mentioned that it wasn’t the type of
game his team has been accustomed to
playing as of late.

“Ijust think we didn’t come out and play
our game. We didn’t play as aggressive as
we had all season. We had more turnovers
than we usually do, and our defense usual-
ly leads to offense,” said Schulman. “We’ve
been shooting well the last three or four
games, but not tonight. I think we only
made one 3 tonight.”

The Minutemen — who were paced by
Annika Ferrantino’s 9-point, 9-rebound
effort — had little time to worry about
the loss to the Rams, as Bay Path and
Northbridge met again on Saturday,
Feb. 17 in the first round of the Clark
Tournament Large Schools bracket at
Grafton High before the tourney moved
to Clark University for the semifinal
and final rounds.

“It will be a tough game on a neu-
tral floor,” Kozik said of the upcoming
rematch. “We’ll watch the tape, I'll cut
it up and we’ll watch it as a team, and I
don’t think either team will drastically
change much, you just try to fine-tune,
see where your mistakes were.”

“There’s a fine line of what you want to

show and what you don’t want to show,”
Schulman added of the two games in
three days situation. “I know we lost, but
I'm encouraged with what we saw here
tonight. It was a seven- to eight-point game
for most of the game. We closed it to 25-20
and then we had one defensive lapse.”

With the score at the aforementioned
25-20 just seconds before the third quarter
concluded, Gahan gathered two offensive
rebounds and made a post move for a
bucket at the buzzer. Then, in the final
period, Gahan again had a situation play
out where she had two offensive boards
and then made a basket. That time it made
the score 32-25 in the Rams’ favor.

“We know that they’re a good team
and they work around Molly,” Schulman
said of Gahan. “She got a lot of put-
backs and when she got the ball in the
paint, she made us pay for it.”

Both coaches had positive thoughts
about the Clark Tournament, which
Northbridge took part in last season.

“That’s the goal, play at the Kneller
Center;” Kozik said of trying to defeat Bay
Path and then make it to the Clark floor
for the later rounds. “(Our girls) got to play
two games there (last year), so I think it
could be in our advantage.”

The Clark is a new experience for the
Minutemen, as it is the girls’ debut in
the tournament, while the boys haven’t
taken part in over 30 years.

“Bay Path hasn’t been in the Clark since
1992, so we're excited,” said Schulman.
“The goal is hopefully to win one game so
we can actually play at Clark.”

In their second matchup, No. 2
Northbridge again defeated seventh
seeded Bay Path, this time by a final
score of 44-39. The Rams then took on
No. 3 Hudson at the Kneller Center on
Monday, Feb. 19. There, Northbridge
topped the Hawks, 36-28. The Rams will
now play No. 1 Tantasqua for the Clark
title on Saturday, Feb. 24 at 7:45 p.m.

TheMinutementhenplayed Lunenburg
in a consolation game on Monday, Feb.
19. They lost that contest, 49-45. Before
the Division 2 State Tournament, Bay
Path will host Lynn Voke in the State
Vocational Large Schools Tournament
on Friday, Feb. 23 at 5:30 p.m.

Douglas, Uxbridge do battle in Clark Tournament Small Schools bracket

Tigers first win, then lose in semifinals, while Spartans can’t get past Hopedale

OXFORD — The Clark
Tournament Small Schools
bracket got underway at
Oxford High on Saturday,
Feb. 17, and locals from the
Douglas and Uxbridge boys’
varsity basketball teams were
part of it.

The Tigers, seeded third
in the tournament, tipped
off against their Dual Valley
Conference brethren and
No. 6 Sutton. Douglas, which
defeated the Sammies twice
in regular season play, were
able to upend Sutton again,
this time by a final score of
59-53.

The Tigers then took on
No. 2 David Prouty in the
semifinals the following day

at Clark University’s Kneller
Center. The Panthers, who
won the Clark a season ago,
ended Douglas’ tournament
run with a 56-37 win. Douglas
finished its regular season
with a record of 13-7 and will
next play in the Division 5
State Tournament.

The Spartans were seed-
ed fourth in the Clark and
played No. 5 Hopedale. There,
the Blue Raiders got past &
Uxbridge, 62-38. That dropped
the Spartans to 11-8 as they
will play Oxford, who lost to
Maynard in the Clark, in a
consolation game after press
time. Uxbridge will then take
part in the Division 4 State
Tournament.

Owen Gray of Douglas soars
through Sutton’s defense and
toward the basket for two points.

Nick Ethier
Uxbridge’s Aidan

Nick Ethier

(Right)
Blood takes and makes a
jump shot versus Hopedale.

LEGALS

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 32 Glendale Avenue,

Uxbridge, MA 01569

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Gilbert Grenon
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for First Horizon Home Loan
Corporation, and now held by The
Bank of New York Mellon f/k/a The
Bank of New York as Trustee for
First Horizon Alternative Mortgage
Securities Trust 2004-AA7, said
mortgage dated November 23, 2004
and recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 35165, Page 312, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for First Horizon Home
Loan Corporation to The Bank of New
York Mellon, as Trustee for First Horizon
Alternative Mortgage Securities Trust
2004-AA7 by assignment dated March
27, 2015 and recorded with said
Registry of Deeds in Book 53521,
Page 349; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing the same will be sold at
Public Auction on March 25, 2024 at
12:00 PM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the premises
described in said mortgage, to wit:
The land in said Uxbridge, with the
buildings thereon, on the easterly side
of Glendale Avenue, easterly of the
easterly side of North Main Street,
which is Lot numbered 69 as shown
on a plan of Uxbridge Gardens, made
by F. T. Westcott, C.E., dated May 1917
and recorded with Worcester District
Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 31,

Plan 7, which lot is more particularly
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at a point on the easterly
line of Glendale Avenue at the south-
west corner of the lot herein described;
THENCE easterly 80 feet, more or less,
along the line of Lot 70 as shown on said
plan to a point at land now of formerly
of Providence and Worcester Railroad;
THENCE southerly by said land
now or formerly of said Railroad,
40 feet more or less to a point;
THENCE westerly along the line of
lot 68 as shown on said plan, 80
feet. more or less, to a point on the
easterly line of Glendale Avenue;
THENCE northerly along the easter-
ly line of Glendale Avenue, 40 feet,
more or less, to the point of beginning.
Also granting hereby a triangu-
lar trace of land adjoining the first
described tract and being a portion
of Lot No. 70 as shown on said plan,
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at a corner of
Lot No. 69 aforesaid on the east-
erly line of Glendale Avenue;
THENCE easterly by the line of
Lot No. 69, 80 feet to the railroad,
THENCE westerly by land now or
formerly of Ernest A. Lane, 80.15
feet to the line of said street;
THENCE by said street line south-
erly, 5 feet to the place of beginning.
Together with a right to pass and
repass over land of said Lane adjoining
the granted premises to and from said
Glendale Avenuetothe of saidpremises.
For title reference see deed from
Savers Co-Operative Bank date
February 2, 2000 and record-

ed at Book 22473, Page 367.
Property Address: 32 Glendale
Avenue, Uxbridge MA

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed

dated February 2, 2000 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
22473, Page 367.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer's or cashier's check within
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for The Bank of New York
Mellon f/k/a The Bank of New York as
Trustee for First Horizon Alternative
Mortgage Securities Trust 2004-AA7
Present Holder of the Mortgage

(401) 217-8701

February 16, 2024

February23, 2024

March 1, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT
Docket No. 24 SM 000567
ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Wayne David LeBoeuf a/k/a Wayne
D. LeBoeuf
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Digital Federal Credit Union
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Whitinsville (Northbridge), numbered
158 Goldthwaite Road, given by
Wayne David LeBoeuf a/k/a Wayne
D. LeBoeuf to Digital Federal Credit
Union, dated November 30, 2017,
and recorded in Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 58113, Page 67, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you
object to a foreclosure of the above
-mentioned property on that basis, then
you or your attorney must file a written
appearance and answer in this court at
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA
02108 on or before 03/25/2024 or you
may lose the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER
Chief Justice of this Court on 2/9/2024
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder
February 23, 2024
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BOYLSTON —
In its second
year open to

local girls’ var-
sity  basketball
teams, the Clark
Tournament had
the Small Schools
Quarterfinals at
West  Boylston
High on Saturday,
Feb.17. There, No.
4 seed Hopedale
took on No. 5
seed Uxbridge.
These two teams
met in December
during the Millis
Hoops Holiday
Tournament
where Uxbridge
narrowly won,
38-36.

Uxbridge took
the first quarter,
11-3. Hopedale
was unable to find
their first bas-
ket until halfway
through the quar-
ter while trad-
ing possessions
with Uxbridge.
Contrasting play
saw Uxbridge
putting points on
the board when
they quickly
moved down the
court after col-
lecting defensive
rebounds.

Uxbridge dou-
bled their score
through the sec-
ond quarter.
Uxbridge was
commanding
the game with
rhythm and
pace. Hopedale
had difficulty
finding a way to
break through
Uxbridge’s very
aggressive style
of play, offen-
sively and defen-
sively. Uxbridge
extended their
lead to 22-9 going
into halftime.

Baskets were
slow coming
out of halftime
for both teams.
Uxbridge main-
tained their game
play with many
reminders from
sideline pac-

SPORTS
Spartans defeat Hopedale, move

to Clark Tournament semifinals
Uxbridge then can’t get past top seeded Sutton

i

'

L

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Olivia Pirrotta of Uxbridge releases the ball
while shooting a free throw.

= Vi

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Uxbridge’s Kate Cahill takes a jumper from outside the paint.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Bronwyn LaChapelle of Uxbridge brings the
ball up-court to start the offense.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Bailey Dzivasen of Uxbridge gets in between
the Hopedale defense for a shot.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-
Jones

(Left) Uxbridge’s
Tessa Johnston looks
to make a pass to a
teammate.

ing head coach
John Gniadek to
“relax.” The West
Boylston High
School’s Lion’s
Den seemed to
be guarding the
scoring secret
from Hopedale,
even after mul-

tiple offensive
attempts in a
row, the ball

found a way to
stay out of the
basket. Hopedale
was held to just 4
points this quar-
ter, Uxbridge
added 7, advanc-
ing their point
total at the end
of the third to
29-13.
Uxbridge
stayed the course

of their game
plan through the
fourth quarter;
aggressive play
while patiently
working the ball
looking for the
shot opportuni-
ties. Uxbridge
moved on to the
Semifinals with
this 38-24 win.
The next
round was
played at Clark
University’s
Kneller Center
on Monday, Feb.
19. The Spartans
had the tall task

of taking on
No. 1 Sutton,
an undefeated

squad. Although
Uxbridge lost the
game, 38-33, they
will take their
12-8 record into
the upcoming
Division 4 State
Tournament.

CMCFO Sportsmanship Award
goes to Spartans’ football team

The Uxbridge High football team was presented with the CMCFO 2023 Sportsmanship Award.

The Central Mass.
(CMCFO)
Sportsmanship Award to the Uxbridge High foot-
ball team during halftime of last Thursday’s
Uxbridge vs. Northbridge boys’ varsity basket-

Officials

Conference of Football
presented their 2023

ball game.

Mike Doherty and Marty Hayes of CMCFO are
pictured with Uxbridge Head Coach Matt Blood,
his coaching staff and members of the unde-
feated 2023 Division 7 State Super Bowl Football

son.

Championship team.

The Award reflects exemplary sportsmanship
exhibited and reflected by the team, coaching
staff, student body and fans during the 2023 sea-

Courtesy
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Madison

Culcasi
named to
Hamilton

College

Dean’s List

CLINTON, N.Y. — Madison Culcasi,
of Northbridge has been named to
the Dean’s List at Hamilton College for
the 2023 fall semester.

To be named to the Dean’s List, a stu-
dent must have carried a course load of
four or more graded credits throughout
the semester and earned an average of
3.5 or above on a 4.0 scale.

Culcasi, a senior majoring in environ-
mental studies, is a graduate of Groton
School.

Hamilton College, a leading liberal
arts institution located in Clinton, New
York, is where exceptional students
explore passions through an open cur-
riculum and robust research, intern-
ship, and off-campus study opportuni-
ties. Students graduate ready to lead
purposeful lives thanks to highly regard-
ed faculty mentors, generous resources
that support each student’s interests, and
a loyal alumni network. The College’s
need-blind admission policy ensures
access for talented students with limited
financial means. Learn more at www.
hamilton.edu.

29 famous leaplings

Individuals who are born on February 29 are known
as leaplings. The chances of being born on a Leap Day
are slim, as estimates suggests there is a one in 1,461

chance of becoming a leapling.
Being born on Leap Day can be both

and frustrating, as it means having to celebrate your
birthday on a day that is not exactly the true anniver-
sary of your birth. However, since February 29 comes
around just once every four years, it may mean you can
celebrate four times as much to make up for lost time.

Many notable individuals were born on

Here’s a look at 29 well-known individuals who were

born on February 29.
1. Ja Rule: Hip-hop artist.
2. Tyrese Haliburton: Athletes
3. Ferran Torres: Athlete
4. Joss Ackland: Actor
5. Tony Robbins: Motivational speaker
6. Pedro Sanchez: Spanish politician
7. Mark Foster: Rock singer
8. Jessie Usher: Actor
9. Peter Scanavino: Actor
. Max Torina: Actor
. Korede Bello: Pop singer
. Khaled: Folk singer
. Dinah Shore: Pop singer
. Gioachino Rossini: Composer
. Lena Gercke: Model
. Jessica Long: Athlete
. Majesty Rose: Pop singer
18. Antonio Sabato, Jr.: Actor
. Bizzy: Rapper
: Dennis Farina: Actor
. Deelodoitall: Rapper
. Joey Greco: Actor
. Monte Kiffin: Football coach
. Janvi Chheda: Television actress
. Dave Williams: Singer
. Lydia Jacoby: Athlete
. Jimmy Dorsey: Jazz musician
. Pepper Martin: Athlete
. Masten Gregory: Race car driver

Holy

Cross
announces
Dean’s List

WORCESTER — More than 1,600 stu-
dents were named to the College of the
Holy Cross’ Dean’s List for outstanding
academic achievement during the Fall
semester of the 2023-24 academic year.
The following local students made the
list:

Madeline Kay of Uxbridge, Class of
2027

Khushi Patel of Douglas, Class of 2025

Daniel Wickstrom of Whitinsville,
Class of 2026

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students
must pass four or more letter-graded
courses with no failing grades during
the semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or
higher.

About Holy Cross

The College of the Holy Cross, in
Worcester, Mass., is among the nation’s
leading liberal arts institutions. A
highly selective, four-year, exclusively
undergraduate college of 3,100 students,
Holy Cross is renowned for offering
a rigorous, personalized education in
the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Since its
founding in 1843, Holy Cross has made a
positive impact in society by graduating
students who distinguish themselves as
thoughtful leaders in business, profes-
sional and civic life.

Natalie

Ottaviano named

to Mublenberg
College Dean’s
List

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — Congratulations
to Natalie Ottaviano of Newtonville on
being named to the Muhlenberg College
Dean’s List for the Fall 2023 semester.

Muhlenberg College students
and Muhlenberg College School of
Continuing Studies students with a term
GPA of 3.50 or higher were recognized
for this academic achievement.

Founded in 1848, Muhlenberg is a
highly selective, private, four-year res-
idential, liberal arts college offering
baccalaureate and graduate programs.
With an enrollment of nearly 2,000 stu-
dents, Muhlenberg College is dedicat-
ed to shaping creative, compassionate,
collaborative leaders through rigorous
academic programs in the arts, human-
ities, natural sciences and social scienc-
es; selected preprofessional programs,
including accounting, business, educa-
tion and public health; and progressive
workforce-focused  post-baccalaure-
ate certificates and master’s degrees.
Located in Allentown, Pennsylvania,
approximately 90 miles west of New
York City, Muhlenberg is a member of
the Centennial Conference, competing
in 23 varsity sports. Muhlenberg is affil-
iated with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.

Matthew
Trychon

makes Curry
College
Dean’s List

MILTON — Curry College congratu-
lates Matthew Trychon of Douglas, who
was named to the Fall 2023 Dean’s List.

About Curry College

Curry College, founded in Boston in
1879, is a private, co-educational, liber-
al arts-based institution located on 131
acres in Milton. The College extends its
educational programs to a continuing
education branch campus in Plymouth.
The College offers more than 90 majors,
minors, and concentrations in special-
ized and liberal arts programs, as well
as graduate degrees in accounting, busi-
ness, education, criminal justice, and
nursing to a combined enrollment of
nearly 2,050 students. The student body
consists of 1,830 traditional students
and nearly 220 continuing education and
graduate students. The College offers a
wide array of co-curricular activities
ranging from 17 NCAA Division III ath-
letic teams to an outstanding theatre and
visual arts program. Visit us on the Web
at www.curryedu.

Leap into these Leap Year facts SEND US

entertaining

February 29. time to explore them.

- It takes the Earth 365 days, 5 hours, 48 min-
utes and 45 seconds to circle once around the
sun, says Time and Date. Without leap years,
we’d lose almost six hours every year. After a
century, the calendar would be off by nearly 24

days.

- Despite 2100, the next turn of the century, being divisible by four, it will not be
a leap year. That’s because it is divisible by 100 but not 400, which means it will not
be a leap year. This exception to the rule pertains to new century years.

» Forbes reports that it’s likely the calendar will need to be changed again since
the Earth’s rotation rate, the axial tilt orientation and the Earth’s orbital motion
around the sun is not constant. Various effects, such as earthquakes and something

Leap Year typically takes place every four
years. The process of adding a day to the cal-
endar every four years was designed to realign
the clock and calendar more closely with how
long it takes the Earth to rotate around the
sun, which is slightly longer than the 365 days
attributed to a year. If not for Leap Year, the |
seasons would slowly shift out of place. '

There are many interesting facts to learn
about Leap Year, and February 29 is the perfect

29  NEWS!!

YOUR

called tidal braking, affect the passage of time.

» Legend states that on February 29 it is alright for a woman to propose to a man,
a custom attributed to St. Bridget. Bridget complained to St. Patrick that some
women had to wait too long for their suitors to pop the question. As the legend goes,
Patrick supposedly provided women this day to propose to compensate.

» Some cultures view February 29 as an unlucky day. In Greece, couples are

warned against planning weddings during leap years. In Italy, the phrase, “Anno
biseto, anno funesto” (“leap year, doom year”) is uttered.

e Individuals who are born on February 29th are known as leaplings or leapers.
» Leap Day is not considered a legal day. Those who are leaplings have to choose

February 28 or March 1 for their official and legal birthdays.

« Individuals who are paid fixed monthly incomes often work for free on February
29th because their wages will not be calculated to include the extra day:

news@
stonebridge

« Guinness World Records indicates the only family it could verify as producing

three consecutive generations born on leap days belongs to the Keoghs. The elder
Patrick Anthony Keogh was born in 1940, his son Peter Eric was born in 1964, and

his granddaughter Bethany in 1996.

Community
Connection
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East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

I A R R R R

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

ial Media F1®
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1
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JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\(orin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER ([®) JEWELERs™ EI3tE]

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

]
409 Main St. Southbridge, MA

morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

== _ PrOpane
508-248-9797 P

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL s

0-50 .......... $5.70 300-500 ......... $2.55 Ta?: ;g‘:}: ed

50-75 ........ $3.40 500 PLUS ....... $2.40

75-150 ....... $3.05 Duel Fuel ....... $3.75  Driver

150-300 ...... $2.75 Drop off Tanks... $3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

o Monday price 02/19/24 was s3-79 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” . g

-
*prices subject to change

e R

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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WEBSTER - 26 NORMANDY AVE:

First Time Offered!1960 era One Level,
Spacious 3 BR Ranch Home on a large,

ﬂ) Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker W Y
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl Tl :
REAL ESTATE GROUP SRRae near level, 10,000 SF Lot! 14x28 Carport
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 YovvreL"':at"rl: t st (or Large Covered Patio as needed -). Mummpal water & sewer. Hardwood floors in the Living
" u istings!

Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You! Room and all 3 BRs. New Electrical Service Panel. $322,000

hope20wn.com

508.943.4333

June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il

WEBSTER - 40 LINCOLN ST (7 WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE. ( WEBSTER 17 BRODEUR AVENUE
3 Family ! 9 Bedrooms ! 3 Car /\/( ) Featuwed Vew jm >\ N ] : BEING  BUILT!!
A =

Garage !! House Has Good ) # SPRAWLING 2000
Bones And Straight Lines!!...

| Owner Occupied. All Natural
| Woodwork & Solid Doors
“_—" Reflect “Ageless” Character
Throughout This House! Gas

& Oil Heat. $399,900

= TN
(7 THOMPSON - 47 FAYBYANRD ¢ i — _ WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS
2 \ ’ f% o \ TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THIS ONE! This property offers a whole - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS
7 £ 7 lot more than meets the eye! 2 Family that served the same family | ON DEPOSIT ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! This
A Unique Opportunity to Own ﬁ‘ for over 65 Years. 2 BRs & 1 Bath, 1stflr. 1-2Brs & 1 Bath2nd | w1 Half Duplex home features one
Eural Fharm:]%l;sg S"r}tzf_z chrgs fir. Offers a shared front entry porch & a separate finished side level living at its best w/ 2 bed-
ome has 1,976 oGt +7, & BRS, - entry norch for the 1t floor apt only. A rear open porch provides rooms, 2 full baths, & 1,274

Sl NG i[5 private space & scenic views for the 2nd floor. It's situated onan ~ S@/ft of living spacel Gleamlng hardwood floors can be found

in full operation with Goats, Sheep,

Pony D[())nkey Duck. Chickens sopo acre plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land on the corner of Eastern Ave. and H‘fOUlgEOUT' Cabtlneé %acked k;[(éhen V\!I/'breakfal‘lit' b ?r a{‘g }"ﬁ
! ’ ’ ] Pi t 480’ on Pi + which has DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL. 00r" Large master bearoom w/ tray celling, walk-in lose u

mch More el B 6399 000, bathw/lowstep n shower! Low monthly HOA fecs!S $369,900

1 SF ONE LEVEL
[ES——————meme R ANCH HOME! Sit-

uated on a level 1/2
acre Lot! OPEN FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining room,
upscaled kitchen with 8’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful
Hardwood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed. $615,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugqg

Webster Lake o W ‘Zm
2

153 Soutt Point ZHA.

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement
block garage is located on the property.. Land area

surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable e
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town ; VAREY
Water & Sewer available $195,000 = . _-5,(! e Wm /
PUT YOUR TRUST IN US lj’
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE RV
M k h ’ Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 {;:
a e e m ove. Diane Luong 774-239-2937 :
Bus) Maria Reed Realtor "

Find the bomes of your neighborbhood

Jenna Gouin, Chent Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

| < ’\ SOUTHBRIDGE- Great Location! Great Yard!
* Open and Spacious Main Level Living
* 22’ Kitchen - fatastic for gathering
* 1st floor den with wood stove
| * Main Bedroom with 2 Closets
 *2additional bedrooms
* Living room with sliders leading to a deck overlooking a
fenced-in yard (and above ground deck)
* Lower level game room
* 1.5 Baths- Town Services

34 Ridge Road $369,900

*Newly Carpeted Interior
i} < EatIn Kitchen
* Separate dining room with sliders to a deck
y Fireplace
* 1 car garage under
* New septic system and town water

316 Dresser Road $425,000

ﬂ

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

. Mary Hicks Realtore " Sandi Grzyb 50 Years in the
Tlme B Koy Reaity nvZZn years experience! / LAER Realty Partners ReBal}sliErs\‘éas;?
"Put 39 years of combined | look forward to serving
: real estate experience CENTURY 21 . f you in all of your real estate
Or a Donna Flannery Realtor to work for you!"  Kayleen Flannery Sauvageau NORTH EAST il ventures!
508-612-6771 Realtor” 2 o ° Buying
h 9 Donnaflanneryresitor.com 0 s @ Sossu-0eas Direct: 508.612.4794 « Seiling
RONFU ey aylean00@Eact.com irect: . R 4
c ange . YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT SINCE 1991 Home Office: 508.867.2222 i InveStmg
Mary Vigliatura StolarczyR NATIONALERAFINALIST PWICEFOR CUSTOMER vvmaryahicles.com Contact Info:
SERVICE New 5 6 bedroom renovated home in y
774.230.3500|508.943.6960
ABR, (_581 E:_RS C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS North Brookfield! Call for details! sandigrzyll@aol_com
//I;\ --‘\\ 508.612.1382 SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
e ‘ n 160 B Main Street, S , MA 01562 Y
.\\ Vision /.' MESRealty.com ERAALL OFFAMIE m::;anégﬁl87 jgﬁgg.com 255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,
S et AUCLIEE Sl 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 Fach officé is independently owned and operated. Worcester, MA 01609
T For Maureen Cimoch
"‘ s A o o Real Estate Consultant REAL ESTATE REDEFINED
Aucoin dvertlsmg Cell 508-769-9211 Sy,
Ryan Information resmax RE/ZMAX
Call e e\ PROFESSIONAL
Realty >N ASSOCIATES
Your Neighborhood 774'200'7308 I-ake Realty - =NEINIREETISTORERIDIGE, MA
Realtor : o
201 South Street Michelle emall: 111 East Main St., Webster, MA Patrick Sweeney Carrie Abysalh
Southbridge, MA 01550 Alicea-Splaine mikaela@ Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable Realtor Realtor &
508-765-9155 Salesperson . Specializing in waterfront property License #9529769  License #904677
508-765-269¢ Cell 774318.0862|  Stonebridge Servicing all Central MA « GO WITH MOE! VABZTE 08 6450
masplaine@gmail.com preSS.news maureencimoch@gmail.com Licensed in MA and CT
DUDLEY— SZYMCZAK SELLS “I SO#X%BREQ&I?TATE
. b G Ot S pa Ce? ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT
We need properties to sell - any fype!
W SOLD e we do. Conrad Allen
' 145 Baker Pond Rd $380 000 4 Camelot Circle $550,000 fc?l?en ?9()) 9% @? 08 ol.com
Jo-Ann Szymczak FREE Real Estate Classes in February Contact Mikaela Today
CRS, GRI, SRES : Call for a Reservation ~774-200-7308 gs/mx
208-943-7669 f‘@ ReMax Vision 2 mikaela@ R E/ ‘ ' I A x
774-230-5044 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604 (B s

. RE/MAX Prof | Associat
CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS RN Ydll stonebridgepress.news /MAX Professional Associates
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THIS TYPE OF STORE IS
WHERE MOST PEOFLE BUY THEIR
FOOD AND OTHER SUFFLIES.

LINAVNATANS HAAMSNY

What’s the Difference?

There are four differences between Picture A
and Picture B. Can you find them all?

1PN ¥ODq 2Y] WoLf Su1ss1u

GO (oo

ENGLISH: Aisle
SPANISH: Pasillo

ITALIAN: Corridoio

FRENCH: Allée

i

GERMAN: Gang

THE FOUR LARGEST GROCERY
~_ BRANDS IN NORTH AMERICA
INCLUDE WALMART,

AMAZON, KROGER,
AND COSTCO.

Ldoys,  p quaaaffip S1 us1s U0 201 *§ 14D
ul Y1 X5 "7 213 SULIDIN ST UDJY “[ :SAdMSUY

THIS DAY IN...

HISTORY

* 1615: NAFOLEON
BONAFARTE ESCAFES
FROM EXILE.

* 1919: PRESIDENT
WOODROW WILSON
SIGNS AN ACT OF
CONGRESS THAT
ESTABLISHES THE
GRAND CANYON
NATIONAL PARK .

* 20086: THE NEW YORK
PHILHARMONIC
PERFORMS INNORTH
KOREA.

26

or'

CHECKOUT

a point at which
goods are paid
forin a store

GET THE

-

PICTURE?

Can you guess what

the bigger picture is?

AALNNOI LNONITHD ‘AIAMSNY

O¥ MO0 v xOX 2+ W ACHFLHNR2QE

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ

CRYPTO FUN

Debermine the cocie to reveal Eke answer

W ~

Solve the code to discover words related to time management.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 3=A)

11 13 9 4 22 14 17 4

13 3 17 4 23 22 3 8

5 17 3 23

22 711 2 8 3 13 2

1oD.4IS1Pp (T UD]d D) ADPUIIDD g DINPIYIS | ISAINSUE

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hocked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Level: Advancsd

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

el8li|g|F|2]8|i]6
cle|g|i|e|gli|8|F
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Uxbridge Senior Center

36 South Main St.

(508) 278-8622

Lisa Bernard — Director

Gail Boutiette—Outreach Coordinator

Donna Oncay - Transportation
Coordinator

Omer Boucher - Van Driver

Sally Selvidge - Activities
Coordinator

Pat Ordway — Chef

DIRECTOR NEWS FOR MARCH
2024 NEWSLETTER

State Rep. Mike Soter and the
Uxbridge Elderly Connection will
be distributing Easter lunches to
Uxbridge residents during the annu-
al RISE UP INITIATIVE on Saturday,
March 23rd. Lunches will be deliv-
ered to your home on this day, please
call the senior center to reserve your
lunch by March 8th. Donations are
greatly appreciated and can be sent
to the Uxbridge Senior Center at 36
South Main Street, Uxbridge. Please
make checks payable to the Uxbridge
Elderly Connection. Thank you Rep.
Soter for your ongoing support of
our seniors!

Caregiver Appreciation Day is
observed on March 3rd every year:

The day aims to honor, appreciate,
and thank the selfless caregivers
who give their time and effort to
care for those in need. Caregivers
cater to people with different condi-
tions such as those living with dis-
abilities, illnesses, and the elderly.

Some of these challenges a family
caregiver face are:

- Managing their time. Caregivers
often find they have less time for
themselves and other family mem-
bers. ...

- Emotional and physical stress. ...

« Lack of privacy. ...

- Financial strain. ...

« Sleep deprivation. ...

- Being afraid to ask for help. ...

» Depression and isolation. What
do caregivers need most?

1. Help with caregiving. ...

2. More financial support. ...

3. Emotional support.

4. Recognition and understanding.

5. Time to recharge.

Each caregiver faces unique chal-
lenges, including physical and emo-
tional exhaustion, financial strain,
and balancing personal and care-
giving responsibilities. If you are a
caregiver and need help, please call
the senior center to find resources
that may be of assistance to you. We
are here to help!

Last call for Fuel Assistance! The
SMOC fuel assistance program for
the winter season is ending soon.
If you need help with your heating
costs, please call the Center to make
an appointment to apply or inquire
about eligibility requirements.

The St. Patrick’s Party will be held
on Friday, March 15th at 12 noon.
Our traditional menu is corned beef
and cabbage. Unfortunately, we know
some of our seniors will not be able to
attend since it is Lent, meat is abstained
on Fridays during this time. We consid-
ered changing the date; however, we
must take into consideration the lack of
parking at the center Monday through
Thursdays, and the limited schedule of

SEND US Town-to-Town
o 1L

our entertainer. We apologize ahead of
time for any inconvenience.

Lisa

Friday, March 1, 2024 - 12:00
pm - Lunch & Learn with Chief
Montminy. Meet the Uxbridge
Police Departments new comfort
dog, Officer Shamus McDoodle. He
will be accompanied by ACO Officer
Kevin Sullivan/Susan Banner. Be
sure to RSVP for this informational
luncheon.

Mondays, March 4th - April 8th
— AARP Tax Assistance Program
continues. All appointments are cur-
rently full and there is a waitlist.

Monday, March 4, 2024 — 3:00 pm
—4:00 pm - Computer Tutoring with
students from BVT. Please call ahead
to book an appointment. This will
be held on the first Monday of each
month. Next date will be Monday,
April 8th.

Thursday, March 7, 2024 — 10:30
am - Veterans’ Services with Carl
Bradshaw by appointment only. Call
508-278-8622 to sign up.

Thursdays, March 7th, 14th & 28th
— *1:00 pm - Come play Scrabble!
*Note New Time* Call us if you’d
like to come to lunch and then have a
relaxing afternoon playing Scrabble!
No scrabble on March 21st.

Friday, March 8, 2024 - 11:30
am - 12:30 pm - “PopUp Library”.
Books will be on display to check
out, library card sign-ups, book hold
pick-ups, etc. This program is being
offered by the Uxbridge Free Public
Library.

Monday, March 11, 2024 — 1:30 pm
— Learn the art of Pysanky! Come
and learn about the colorful world of
Pysanky, the Ukrainian art form in
which an egg is designed with tradi-
tional folk motifs using wax and dyes.
This class is sponsored by the Uxbridge
Cultural Council. Registration is
required and you must RSVP March
6th & class is limited to 20.

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 - 1:00 pm
— Uxbridge Library Book Club. They
will be discussing “Remarkably Bright
Creatures” by Shelby Van Pelt. You are
welcome to join us for lunch on this
day, just be sure to call ahead to “book”
yours! Next month is on Tuesday April
9th.

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 — 1:00 pm
— Benefit Enrollment Specialist — Tri-
Valley, Inc. Call the senior center to
book an appointment with Katelynn
Wackell. Next date will be March 12th.

Thursday, March 14, 2024 - 2:45 pm
— 3:45 pm- New Low Impact Exercise
Classes Starting! All classes are held
at the senior center satellite campus,
McCloskey School at 62 Capron Street
in Uxbridge. Sign up for 8 weeks at
a requested donation of $25.00. Pre-
registration is required, stop by the
center to pick up your registration and
waiver forms.

Thursday, March 21, 2024 — 1:30 pm —
2:30 pm — New Zumba Classes Starting!
All classes are held at the senior center
satellite campus, McCloskey School at
62 Capron Street in Uxbridge. Sign up
for 8 weeks at a requested donation of

BIG TIME RESULTS

ASSIFIEDS

$25.00. Pre-registration is required, stop
by the center to pick up your registra-
tion and waiver forms.

Friday, March 15, 2024 — Annual St.
Patrick’s Day Celebration sponsored
by the Uxbridge Elderly Connection
Inc., complete with corn beef & cab-
bage. Dublin Down will be our enter-
tainers featuring Irish & Celtic music.
Call ahead to RSVP.

Friday, March 22, 2024 - Uxbridge
Fire Department Quarterly Lunch.
Come join us for lunch and meet the
Uxbridge Fire Department. Please
RSVP.

Saturday, March 23, 2024 - 12:00
pm - 1:30 pm - Mike Soter’s Rise
Up Initiative Easter Meal Delivery.
Sponsored by the UEC and State
Representative Mike Soter. Please call
the center by March 8th to reserve
your free ham lunch which will be
delivered to your door.

Monday, March 25, 2024 - 1:30 pm
— “Ask the Attorney” with Attorney
Ralph Tepper by appointment only.
Please Call 508-278-8622 to schedule
your appointment.

Tuesday, March 26, 2024 - 11:00 am —
12:00 pm - Ask the Nurse Free Blood
Pressure Clinic with Nancy Favulli,
Salmon Health VNA. RSVP to partic-
ipate and to join us for lunch.

Friday, March 29, 2024 - Annual
Easter Celebration with Tim Brooks
— The Crooner At Large Sponsored
by the Uxbridge Elderly Connection
Inc. We will also have a special visit
from Premeer Real Estate Murray The
Easter Bunny! Be sure to call ahead to
RSVP.

Friday, March 29, 2024 — 12 noon —
March Birthday Cake Celebration!

Card Game played during lunch on
Mondays.

Hannaford grocery shopping every
Tuesday. Pick up begins at 8:30 AM.
Please sign up in advance by calling
us at 508-278-8622 to reserve your seat
on the van.

Knitting Club every Tuesday @ 1:30
pm — Come join the fun!

Every Wednesday — 9 am - 3 pm
— The Uxbridge Senior Center
Transportation Program Community
Shuttle. This shuttle is for seniors and
individuals with disabilities to desti-
nations such as post office, pet care
appointments, hair salon or barber,
bank, pharmacy & shopping anywhere
in the Uxbridge/Northbridge area.
Note: this replaces the weekly bank/
pharmacy and Shaw’s Ocean State
rides. Call 508-278-8622 for more infor-
mation and to book your ride. Requests
require a 48-hour notice.

Wednesdays - “Canasta” Hand, Knee
& Foot Card Game — 1:00 pm - 3:30 pm.

Every Thursday — Play Scrabble! —
*1:00 pm - Come by for an afternoon
playing Scrabble. Boards are supplied
by the senior center. Let us know if
you’d like to join us for lunch! No
Scrabble on March 21st. *Note New
Start Time*

Medical Transportation is accept-

ing appointments. Call 508-278-8622 to
schedule your rides.

Home Town Service,

774-200-7308

The senior center is in need of the
following donations: Lysol wipes, newly
packaged napkins, paper towels, tissues,
toilet paper, ground regular & decaf cof-
fee. We thank you for your support!

Feel free to contact us at 508-278-8622
or visit us on our web page at Uxbridge-
ma.gov/coa or like us on our FB page
or by googling Uxbridge Senior Center
and our new YouTube Channel or even
dropping by.

- https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCNh_RIq99rucmFH-UO7VFBwW

- https://www.uxbridgetv.org/sched-
ule/192

Blackstone Valley
Community Chorus
hosting open call for

spring season

DOUGLAS — The Blackstone Valley
Community Chorus welcomes new and
returning singers to Open Call for the
2024 Spring season!

The BVCC is preparing a program of
music celebrating American folk and
jazz music. Open Call will take place
on Sunday, March 10, at 6 p.m. at the
Douglas Municipal Center Resource
Room located at 29 Depot St. in Douglas.
New members do not need to prepare an
audition song, but should come ready to
sing. There is a $35 membership fee to
join. Rehearsals take place on Sundays
at 6:30 p.m. at the Douglas Municipal
Center beginning on March 17.

The Blackstone Valley Community
Chorus is a non-audition chorus with
people of varied ages and musical abil-
ities brought together by a shared love
of music and a commitment to provid-
ing our community with exceptional
musical experiences. We welcome any-
one who would like to join us, we only
ask that you have the ability to carry a
tune. Whether you enjoy singing at your
school, with a church choir, or in your
car or shower, we hope you will consider
joining our friendly musical family! For
more information on the BVCC, visit us
on Facebook or at www.bvcchorus.org.

Lily Gyasi-Denteh
graduates from
Elms College

CHICOPEE — Lily Gyasi-Denteh
of Whitinsville graduated from Elms
College with a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing following the conclusion of the
fall 2023 semester.

Gyasi-Denteh was among 75 students
who received their degrees in December.

Elms College is a coed Catholic college
offering a liberal arts curriculum that
prepares students holistically for a pur-
poseful life in a diverse and interconnect-
ed world. Founded in 1928 by the Sisters
of St. Joseph, Elms College has a tradi-
tion of educating reflective, principled
and creative learners, who are rooted in
faith, educated in mind, compassionate
in heart, responsive to civic and social
obligations, and capable of adjusting to
change without compromising principle.

NEWS!

HELP WANTED
" | INDUSTRIAL PAINTER

| opening available in Oxford, Ma.
\ / Duties include priming and
painting of machine parts ~
and structural steel.
Experience a plus. Will train.

Call BC Industries
508-987-3042

ewsg
toerilge L ocal App

DIESSENS

Hiring?
Reach More

 Het
Wﬂhéfc(

licants

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news

Phone:(774)200-7308

WAR RELICS & @_(
WAR SOUVENIERS e g
WANTED: A
WWII & EARLIER LIVE BAIT
CASH WAITING!
el | FOR ICE FISHING
Daggers, Bayonets, Open 24/1
Medals, Badges,
Rags, Uniforms, etc. Snenl:el'
SRl | 508-885- 5416
experience.
Call David \W4
(508) 688-0847. @\)
I'LL COME TO YOU! =\
FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Gentral
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

HELP WANTED

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
SAND BLASTER

opening available in Oxford, Ma.
Duties include high pressure manual
blasting of steel shot, grit and garnet.
Experience a plus. Will train.

Call BC Industries
508-987-3042
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Country Bank supports communities with

2023 donations exceeding $1.2 million

REGION — Country Bank, a full-ser-
vice financial institution serving
Central and Western Massachusetts,
proudly reported more than $1.2 mil-
lion in donations for 2023. The bank's
philanthropic efforts supported local
non-profits throughout its communi-
ties, with 463 organizations receiving
grants in 2023.

In addition to financial support,
Country Bank's team members dedi-
cated their time and expertise to make
a difference. They volunteered 1,255
hours of community service, demon-
strating their commitment to giving
back. Furthermore, 37 team members
served on 65 non-profit boards and com-
mittees, actively contributing to the
success of these organizations.

As a community bank, it recognizes
the importance of supporting financial
literacy; Country Bank held four Credit
for Life Fairs for 1,500 High School
Seniors to educate them on credit, bud-
geting, and how their decisions impact
their financial wellness. Classes were
also held at Christina's House and with-
in various schools throughout the com-
munity. In partnership with Greenlight,
the bank launched a debit card for
kids to support parents in teaching
children early on how to spend, share,
and save. The bank also introduced a
new program to support financial lit-
eracy, Money School, to support local
schools with educational opportunities
for in-classroom teachings for all ages,
and an online financial educational
program on the bank's website.

Local students make
Dean’s List at CCU

o

One of the highlights of Country
Bank's philanthropic efforts in 2023
was its partnership with the Wonder
Fund during the "Season of Difference"
Campaign. This collaboration aimed to
supportkids and families in Central and
Western Massachusetts’ Department
of Children and Families (DCF) sys-
tem. By joining forces with the Wonder
Fund, Country Bank demonstrated its
commitment to improving the lives of
vulnerable children and families in
the community with over $30,000 in
support.

Some of the organizations receiving
donations were The Ronald McDonald
House, Christina's House, The YWCA,
The Boys and Girls Clubs, Behavioral
Health Network, The United Way,
Salvation Army, The Food Bank of
Western Mass, The Worcester County
Food Bank, Be Like Brit, Juniper
Outreach, Springfield Revitalize CDC,
Friends of the Homeless, and 21 Senior
Centers and 19 Food Pantries across the
region.

Paul Scully, President and CEO of
Country Bank, emphasized the bank's
dedication to its communities.

He stated, "As a community partner,
we care deeply about the sustainability
of our communities. We are honored to
support many organizations through
donations and volunteerism to help
them with their work. Supporting and
enriching our communities is not only
a part of our mission; it's who we are
as an organization, and we know that it
makes a difference for so many."

CONWAY, S.C.—More than 3,000 under-
graduate students at Coastal Carolina 0
University were named to the Dean's List see our s tor e on am azoncom
for the Fall 2023 semester. Students who
make thge Dean's List have aphieved a MA.ITRESS SALE! 5CU. FT. FRIGIDAIRE 18 CU. FT. MAYTAG STAINLESS STEEL DELUXE
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educational specialist degree, and the doc-
torates in education and in marine sci-
ence: coastal and marine systems science.
CCU boasts a growing array of intern-
ship, research and international opportu-
nities for students, as well as numerous
online programs through Coastal Online.

More than 10,800 students from across
the country and around the world inter-
act with a world-class faculty, and enjoy
a nationally competitive NCAA I athletic
program, an inspiring cultural calendar,
and a tradition of community interaction
that is fueled by more than 180 student
clubs and organizations.

Visit coastal.edu for more information.

\l. "SALE

Presidents’ Day

red hot prices... limited time only!

SPECIAL SAVINGS ON

* BEDROOMS

* LIVING ROOMS

* RECLINERS

* OCCASIONAL PIECES
* ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
* SEALY MATTRESSES

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

140 MAIN STREET
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 10am-8pm e Sun: 12pm-7pm FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

RESTAURANT e

5% OFF
ORDER!

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Open Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm

Open to the Public - Locally Owned

» Paper goods » Restaurants
» Dry goods » Bars » Food Trucks
» Frozen & refrigerated foods » Caterers » Pizza shops

Under New Management
Worcester: 172 Stafford Street - (508) 752-2200
Providence: 1229 Westminster Street  (401) 454-7283

restsuperstore.com

» Bakeries

Need some YOU: time?
__ “Let'Us‘prepare dinnerfor you!
\ Take if off your.plate, and put it on ours

3 o //r./n-;-zfﬁl,r?i){:fr
~ —

‘Be sure to check 'diir wili;i'te for weekly specials!

Sundeen Furniture

214 Providence Rd Whitinsville, MA 01588 ¢ 508-234-8777
FREE LAYAWAY ¢ FREE DELIVERY
ﬂ M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-8:30; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.e Sturbridge, MA 01566 © 508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week ® 11am-7pm - ENTRANCE IN BACK

.

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com ® hearthstonemarketandcatering.com
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