
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — The 
depiction of  a generation 
of  Southbridge kids is 
going to change.

Recently, the 
Redevelopment Authority 
awarded Boston muralist 
Felipe Ortiz a contract to 
repaint the locally-icon-
ic but long-fading mural 
on the wall of  what used 
to be Fedele’s coffee 
shop, on Central Street. 
That piece, which dates 
to around 1985, features 
people many of  us know, 
people many went to high 

school with.
The project is part of  

this year’s Urban Agenda 
grant, which is also fund-
ing a weekly series of  
concerts on Fridays and 
Saturdays through mid-
June at the relatively new 
pedestrian plaza there. 
The series has so far been 
eclectic; last Friday’s 
show was pretty standard 
jazz from the Haneef  
Nelson Quintet. Previous 
ones have featured Latin 
salsa-jazz, country, folk 
with an accordion, and 
acoustic rock covers. 
Upcoming shows will 

include the Southbridge 
High jazz band and Carlos 
Odria (June 2), Crocodile 
River Music and Banda 
Criolla (June 3), Bomba 
de Aqui and Gracie Day 
(June 9), and The Moon 
Shells (June 10). The 
town’s Civil Space page 
also lists shows on June 
16 and 17, but they aren’t 
filled yet. 

At their recent meet-
ing, the Authority dis-
cussed making the last 
show a “mural concert,” 
where Ortiz will be pres-
ent and painting while a 
band’s playing, but noted 
the contract gives him 
until June 30 to finish the 
work. They’re also coor-
dinating a community 
muraling event/painting 
classes run by Simone 
Germain where partici-
pants will paint portable 
murals on metal panels to 
“rejuvenate empty walls” 
around town.

According to Ortiz, the 
new mural will become 
something emphasizing 
the town’s ecology – “a 
vibrant, colorful abstract 
background with a more 
detailed foreground of  
the flora and fauna of  the 
area.”

“I want to include 
everyone and make it a 
great backdrop for com-
munity events there,” 
he said. “I hope I get to 
connect with a lot of  the 
residents and bring some 
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER

REGION — Officials 
and residents throughout 
the region are celebrat-
ing the life of  Rick Hoyt, 
who teamed up with his 
late father Dick to build 
a local racing team that 
inspired generations of  
athletes.

Rick Hoyt, 61, passed 
away last week due to 
respiratory complica-
tions. His father died two 
years earlier, in March of  
2021, at age 80. 

“It is with profound sad-
ness that the Hoyt Family 
announces the passing of  
our beloved brother and 
uncle, Rick Hoyt,” read 
a statement released by 
The Hoyt Foundation. 
“As so many knew, Rick, 
along with our father, 
Dick, were icons in the 
road race and triathlon 
worlds for over 40 years 

and inspired millions of  
people with disabilities 
to believe in themselves, 
set goals, and accomplish 
extraordinary things.”

Born and raised in 
Holland, Rick Hoyt was 
diagnosed at a young age 
as a spastic quadriple-
gic with cerebral palsy. 
Although doctors once 
recommended that he be 
placed in an institution, 
he overcame all odds with 
the help of  his family.

In the spring of  1977, 
Rick told his father that 
he wanted to participate 
in a five-mile benefit run 
for a lacrosse player who 
was paralyzed in an acci-
dent. Even though Dick 
had no experience at the 
time as a long-distance 
runner, he agreed to 
push Rick in his wheel-
chair for the race. They 
wound up completing all 
five miles and finishing 
in next to last place, but 

far more important than 
the results was the jour-
ney they were starting 
together. In the follow-
ing years and decades, 
the father-son duo took 
part in over 1,000 races, 
including marathons, 
duathlons, triathlons, 
and Ironman competi-
tions. Additionally, they 
traversed the contiguous 
United States in 1992, 
completing 3,735 miles in 
just 45 days. 

Of  all the competi-
tions Team Hoyt par-
ticipated in, the Boston 
Marathon was always a 
favorite. They officially 
hit the 1,000-race mile-
stone during the 2009 
Marathon. 

“Rick Hoyt will 
always be remembered 
as a Boston Marathon 
icon,” read a statement 
released by the Boston 
Athletic Association. 
“We are fortunate to have 

been able to call Rick a 
friend, mentor, pioneer, 
and Boston Marathon 
finisher. His legacy will 
live on through the Rick 
and Dick Hoyt Award, 
which is presented each 
April around the Boston 
Marathon to someone 
who exhibits the spirit of  
Team Hoyt through advo-
cacy and inclusion.” 

Beyond their accom-
plishments in athletics, 
Rick Hoyt and his fami-
ly were also pioneers in 
education. Rick’s moth-
er, Judy Hoyt, fought to 
change laws and enable 
her son to be educated 
alongside his non-dis-
abled peers. In 1975, at the 
age of  13, Rick was admit-
ted into a public school 
system, and he later 
graduated from Boston 
University with a degree 
in special education.

Charlton 
adds new 

building fees 
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The Charlton Board of  Selectmen 
approved two new additions to the town’s fee schedule 
during a May 23 meeting following recommendations 
from the town’s Building Zoning Enforcement Officer 
Curtis Meskus.

The two recommendations concerned the installa-
tion of  solar systems as well as an additional fee for 
increased review cycles of  any given project. The first 
new fee is an added fee for residential solar and/or 
battery at $6 per $1,000 cost which would cost the aver-
age solar inspection of  $40,000 an additional $240 and 
include up to two reviews and two field inspections. 
The second fee is a new $50 charge for more than two 
review cycles for any project with a permit value of  
less than $1,000. Meskus justified the new fees as a way 
to hold mainly contractors accountable for added work 
by his department. 

“We have seen residential solar installations of  
$40,000. We have some that are over $100,000. We have 
one that was $200,000. It’s quite complex now and with 
the requirements for fire department access that we 
help the fire department review and the solar com-
panies are charging these fees and our local inspec-
tor is spending a considerable amount of  time with 
engineers getting the documents right. We’ve gone to 
asking for photos that the engineers supposedly review 
and makes statements about the construction and have 
to get all this stuff  straightened out before we issue a 
permit,” Meskus said of  the new solar fee.

As for the new $50 fee, he noted that this is not lim-
ited to solar projects but applies to any project over 
$1,000 and would not be implemented on projects that 
stayed within the expectation of  no more than two 
inspection cycles. 

“When we’re doing a house, our house permit for a 
single-family home is $1,300 and, yes, we expect some 
revisions to come in and work to do. We cover quite a 
bit on that $1,300 fee, but when we’re doing a deck that 
a contractor cannot get us the right documents after 
being asked three times and receiving information 
that is still incorrect for the fee that we charge for 
these low-value projects, it’s becoming a burden. We’re 
trying to make our costs commiserate with the ser-
vices rendered and the costs of  doing these permits,” 
Meskus added.

The new fees proved to be divisive for selectmen, 
mostly based on principle. Selectmen Bill Borowski 
and David Singer noted they understood why Meskus 
was requesting the fees but didn’t agree with adding 

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
The Center of  Hope 
Foundation, Inc. 
announced the kickoff  
of  a $2.6 million Capital 
Campaign called Hope 
Grows Here.  Thanks 
to commitments from 
generous early donors, 
nearly a quarter of  the 
goal has already been 
committed. The Hope 
Grows Here Campaign is 
designed to expand and 
modernize CoHF facili-
ties for individuals with 
disabilities, create new 

opportunities for work 
and housing, enhance 
lives, and strengthen the 
organization’s overall 
impact.  

“The Center of  Hope 
Foundation has been a 
crucial part of  our com-
munity in South Central 
Mass and Northern 
Connecticut for 66 years, 
serving several hundred 
people with intellec-
tual and developmen-
tal disabilities daily,” 
said CoHF CEO, Cindy 
Howard. “Our programs 

are places where lifelong 
friendships are formed, 
and memories are made. 
We provide a safe and 
welcoming place for 
our program members 
where they feel valued, 
important, and treat-
ed equally.  We give the 
individuals we serve and 
their families the HOPE 
that they deserve! Now 
we are undertaking a 
major fundraising initia-
tive designed to improve 

Region celebrates legacy
 of Rick Hoyt

Muralist aims to “add some 
color to the community”

Gus Steeves

 A worker handles some of the repointing work last week, to 
prepare the wall for Felipe Ortiz’s mural. 

Center of Hope Foundation 
announces kickoff of Hope 

Grows Here Capital Campaign

Turn To HOYT page     A18
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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 SOUTHBRIDGE — To 
Jackie Ryan, town gov-
ernment really should be 
a “boring” place because 
things are getting done 
“away from the drama.” 
But that only happens “if  
we have a unified coun-
cil” wiling to invest in 
roads, economy, schools 
and other things.

She sees that happen-

ing now, for the most part, 
and urges voters to stand 
against those who would 
“take two steps back” in 
her eyes.

“We’re not going to 
cut our nose off  to spite 
our face,” she said. “Let’s 
stick to this path and see 
the results. Yes, it will be 
hard in the short-term, 
but far less than what 
we’ll pass off  to our chil-
dren if  we don’t.”

Ryan, a one-term 
incumbent, is seek-
ing one of  three Town 
Council seats June 13. 
She faces fellow incum-
bent Joe Daou, for-
mer councilor George 
Chenier, attorney Steve 
Kelly, engineer Maria 
Torres, Redevelopment 
Authority chair Andrew 
Murch, and HVAC tech 
Ariel Ortiz. The third 
incumbent, Gus Steeves, 

can’t run again 
due to term lim-
its, so this election 
will definitely 
put at least one 
new face on the 
Council. Also, 
Kevin Buxton will 
be on the ballot, 
but indicated after 
the May 11 candi-
date forum that 
he’s withdrawing 
and doesn’t want 
to take votes from 
other candidates. 
(That happened 
too late to do so 
formally.)

Barring a 
change of  mind 
from Buxton, this 
is the last profile; 
the others ran 
over the course 
of  May. The June 
9 edition will fea-
ture a summary 
of  the council 

candidates, unopposed 
candidates and the ballot 
question.

To Ryan, this election 
and others in the near 
future represent “time 
for a new generation of  
leadership to step up” 
that represents “the 
whole community.” She 
sees that as being in 
direct contrast to “the 
systemic decay that’s 
been in Southbridge a 
long time” coming from 
“failed, tired ideas.”

“I’ve seen the work 
that’s happened here. It’s 
showing everyone we 
care about this commu-
nity,” she said. To her, 
the trend needs to con-
tinue, but “don’t rest on 
our laurels. We should be 
challenging everything. 
… Southbridge deserves 
to have nice things.”

While things are 
improving, Ryan also 
sees significant issues 
needing more work. As 
a case in point, she notes 
many people are rent-
ers (including herself), 
and the rent increases 
have been faster than 
tax increases have been. 
While she agrees with 
spreading the tax burden 
via economic develop-
ment (including use of  
tax increment financing), 
Ryan also said she sup-

ports some form of  rent 
control (which would 
require council unity to 
push the Legislature to 
change 1990s-era law) and 
has been a proponent of  
fare-free and expanded 
busing in town, among 
other things. She also 
supports mandatory 
community service, be it 
in the military, local gov-
ernment, social work, or 
various forms of  volun-
teerism.

Going forward, Ryan 
said she’d like to see 
more entertainment 
and recreational options 
come to Southbridge, spe-
cifically citing a drive-in, 
and escape room, the rail 
trail, more educational 

places like museums, and 
her personal dream – a 
cat cafe. She sees recent 
events like the common 
and central street con-
certs, the carnival and 
others as good ways to 
“meet people and talk 
about the stuff  going on 
in town,” helping to break 
down barriers caused by 
being “too insular in the 
people we talk to.”

“I want this to be a 
place where families 
want to live and reside 
and actually do things,” 
she said. “I want to show 
kids if  you work hard 
enough at something, you 
can make it worthwhile. 
Southbridge has so much 
potential … We need to 

raise all boats here 
in town.”

Despite being 
one of  the young-
est candidates, 
Ryan has already 
been involved in 
local government 
for more than a 
decade. She said 
she became a 
student repre-
sentative on the 
Tantasqua School 
Committee at 16 
and was elected in 
her own right at 18. 
After she moved to 
Southbridge, she 
got involved on 
our school com-
mittee, serving as 
chair for a while, 
and joined the 
council’s General 
Government sub-
committee before 
being elected to the 
council itself  three 
years ago. 

When asked why 
she got involved, 
she said “a sense of  
equity and oppor-
tunity. I don’t like 
watching the little 
guy get beat up. I 
don’t like bullies. 
Never have.” That 
translates to her 
view of  town gov-
ernment as having 
the most impact on 
people – “I want to 
make sure every 
single person has 
the right to live 
their God-given 
dream.”

“At the end of  the 
day, I truly think 
S o u t h b r i d g e ’ s 
future is really 
bright,” she added.

Gus Steeves can 
be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.
com. 

2  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, June 1-2, 2023

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

MULTI-FAMILY 
YARD SALE

SATURDAY, JUNE 10
9:00 - 2:00 
(NO EARLY BIRDS)
ST. NICHOLAS 

ALBANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
126 MORRIS STREET
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 

COME ONE – COME ALL 
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

Space Courtesy: Dexter Russell Co., Inc.

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

ASPHALT PAVING

508-885-2581
Spencer, MA

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

Jackie Ryan

Ryan: “We need to raise all boats here in town”
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STURBRIDGE — The 
Chamber of  Central 
Mass invites you to grab 
your clubs, put on your 
golf  shoes, and get ready 
to swing into summer at 
its annual Golf  Classic on 
June 15. Join local busi-
ness professionals for a 
day of  fun and friendly 
competition on the links 
at our local 18-hole cham-
pionship golf  course, 
Heritage Country Club 
in Charlton. Presented 
in a scramble format, the 
event features a continen-
tal breakfast, contests 
and spectacular raffle 
prizes, a cookout lunch 

and refreshments on the 
course, and a reception 
and dinner after play. The 
cost to register is $140 
for individuals and $540 
for a foursome. You may 
also purchase a ticket for 
dinner only for $40. Your 
participation supports 
the Chamber’s Charities 
and Scholarship Fund. 
The Chamber is grate-
ful for the support of  
its Golf  Classic sponsor, 
Cornerstone Bank, and 
its Golf  Classic Lunch 
sponsor, Karl Storz.

One week later, we 
feast! The CMS Chamber 
Summer Outing is a tra-

ditional New England 
Clambake at The Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge. The event 
takes place under the 
Garden Tent on the beau-
tiful grounds of  The 
Publick House on the eve-
ning of  June 22, the first 
official day of  summer! 
Beginning at 5:00pm with 
a cocktail hour with live 
music, the event includes 
a clambake buffet with 
juicy steaks, mouthwater-
ing fresh lobsters, clam 
chowder, mussels, and 
more tantalizing tastes of  
summer! Tickets are $65 
per person. Everyone is 
welcome. The Chamber’s 
spectacular Summer 
Outing is made possible 
thanks to its sponsor, 
Country Bank! You can 
call the Chamber at 508-
347-2761 for more infor-
mation and to make res-
ervations. The deadline 
to RSVP for the summer 
outing is June 16.

On Friday, July 28, join 
CMS Chamber at Polar 

Park to watch the WooSox 
take on the Rochester 
Red Wings! For $50 (plus 
a $4 fee), you get access 
to JetBlue Hangar, the 
Chamber’s private party 
space for the night, as 
well as an all-you-can-eat 
buffet for two hours! Join 
the party early for the 
National Anthem sung by 
CMS Chamber member 
Rita Schiano and stick 
around after the game for 
fireworks! Thank you to 
our WooSox Night spon-
sors, Michael L. Wales 
Painting and Paw Plaza!

Visit the Events calen-
dar at cmschamber.org 
to find more details and 
info on registering for 

these events. If  it is time 
for you to 
grow your 
b u s i n e s s 
and join a 
p a s s i o n -
ate and 
e n g a g e d 
b u s i n e s s 
c o m m u -
nity, con-
tact the 
C h a m b e r 
of  Central 
M a s s 
S o u t h 
to learn 
about the 
benefits of  
m e m b e r -
ship.
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PROMOTION ENDS June 17, 2023

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends 06/17/23

Privacy Hedge!
Arborvitae 6-foot

Reduced to $125/each.
Free Installation, Free Delivery.

Fast growing, High-quality
Beautiful & Bushy

Order now to reserve
for spring delivery.

Lowcosttreefarm.com
518-536-1367

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
pepinwasteservice@verizon.net 

Fully Insured

CMS Chamber offers golf, summer clambake 
& a night at the WooSox

Courtesy

Kick off summer at the Chamber’s annual clambake at The Publick House.

Pamela Means presents “Power of the 
Protest Song” at Jacob Edwards Library

STURBRIDGE — Join us Wednesday, June 7 from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. for this family-friendly concert exploring 
the origin stories and lineages of  protest songs, their 
meaning and effects and how they continue to inspire 
movements and cultural shifts within the realms of  
racial and social justice. Registration is required. Go 
to sturbridgelibrary.org.
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ChurCh Listings
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond 
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford 
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 
248-7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 
8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday 
LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New England 
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, 
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:30 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell

Open tO CLOse

Charlton town hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday ................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PubliC library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

PoliCe DePartment (248-2250)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire DePartment (248-2299)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post oFFiCes
Charlton Center Post Office ... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508)  .............  (800) 275-8777

sChools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School  .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School ..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

vILLAGER 
ALMANAC

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Stonebridge 
Press

southbriDge town hall

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JaCob eDwarDs PubliC library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

Gus Steeves

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Memorial Day 
parade saw its largest turnout in years 
Monday, both in terms of  participation 
and audience. Contingents from several 
schools, the Boy Scouts, police, fire, town 
government, and numerous citizens 
marched the route from Town Hall to 
the Rotary, while other citizens cheered 
them on and played along the way.

“A day of remembrance, not celebration”

Sisters Evelet and Akiriz Molina watch the 
happenings on Elm Street.

Veterans Council President and emcee Dave Adams, left, yields the 
Town Hall podium to Grand Marshal Ed Delage (Navy, 1968-72), who 
talked about the WW2 Battle of Coral Sea.

SHS band member Nola Shonbaum, center, plays “TAPS.”

A couple Scouts salute during the Pledge of Allegiance at the Town 
Hall.

Ed Delage and Keith Roberts stand at attention after placing the 
day’s first wreaths at the Civil War monument.

On-duty firefighters watch their compatriots in the parade pass.

Keith Roberts and Sen. Ryan Fattmann place the wreath at the Honor 
Roll.

The police contingent marches down Main Street near the Rotary.
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Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

508-764-0555

We’re here to service all of your 
heat transfer and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Thursday price 05/25/23 was $3.04 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ........... $5.70
50-75.......... $3.40
75-150 ........ $3.05
150-300....... $2.75

300-500......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks . $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Serving area towns since 1980 

58 A.F. Putnam Road 
Charlton, MA 01507

p: 508-248-4204  f: 505-248-1199
Conveniently located near scenic Buffumville Lake

~ Online Quotes ~ 

www.bairinsurance.com
edwardbair@bairinsurance.com

       BAIR  
Insurance agency

You’ll have peace of mind knowing our 
Insurance Professionals have your back!

We offer policies for
RENTERS • AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS  

LIFE • DISABILITY • MOTORCYCLE • BOAT

Are You Under Insured? 
Over the past decade, Marshall & Swift/

Boeckh estimate that some 60% of  
residential homes are undervalued by 

roughly 15%-20%—and that was before 
the recent explosion in construction costs 
caused by supply chain issues, hurricanes, 

the pandemic, and the war in Ukraine. 
According to the U.S. Labor Department, 

the cost to repair or rebuild a damaged 
property, residential or commercial,  

is up by about 15%.   
CALL TODAY TO FIND OUT!

1/2 INCH QUALITY SCREENED LOAM
• screened gravel • clean fill • clean tailings

$20/yard loaded
Delivery available  • Call 508-612-4527

BRIMFIELD 
$550,000, 8 Governor Fairbanks Rd, 

Via Ft 2017, and Via, Karin M, to Davis, 
Aaron J, and Davis, Sabita.

CHARLTON
$615,000, 223 Sunset Dr, Koumanelis-

Urquhart, N E, and Koumanelis, Frank 
T, to Mutebi, Michael M.

$490,000, 235 Dresser Hill Rd, Burzycki, 
Nancy L, to Voghel, Jasen.

$380,000, 74 Hill Rd #B, Leblanc, 
Ronald, to Wells, Carlton, and Alfano, 
Lucia.

$350,000, 5 Buffum Rd, Mccauley, 
Brian, and Drown, Lee, to Milone, David 
P.

$102,000, Jennings Rd #16, Gauvin, 
John J, to Rawan Capital Invs LLC.

HOLLAND
$425,000, 131 Union Rd, Porier, John 

D, and Porier, Jennifer A, to Lewis, 
Vanessa A, and Lewis, Brendon X.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$420,000, 121 Central St, Obrien, 

Keiron, and Obrien, Kathleen M, to 
Carrera, Eriberto M.

$315,000, 136 Vista Ln, Leboeuf  Jr, 
Roland J, and Leboeuf, Sharon L, to 
Orellana, Juan A.

$278,000, 864 N Woodstock Rd, Roy, 
Michael R, and Roy, Michelle A, to 
Lynch, Colin.

$200,000, 119 Dudley River Rd, Bond, 
Tisha R, to Chausse, Shannon L, and 
Szkutak, Scott A.

$154,000, 118 Lebanon St, Dillon, 
Christopher B, and Robillard, Brenda, 
to Robillard, Jessica L.

$151,000, 442 Worcester St, Stark, 
Eugene W, to Stark, Brenda S.

STURBRIDGE
$675,000, 12 Caron Rd, Therrien, 

Christopher J, and Therrien, Marilyn F, 
to Plankey, Tassie, and Plankey, Timothy.

$600,000, 21 Whittemore Rd, V& J 
LLC, to Gorton, Brittney L, and Gorton, 
Matthew W.

$350,000, 195 Main St, More, Thomas 
M, to Gentry, Thomas J, and Wandelear, 
Luke P.

Real estate

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, a community bank 
with 10 locations throughout Central Massachusetts, donat-
ed $25,000 to support programs and services at the YMCA of  
Central Massachusetts.

“We are longtime supporters of  our local YMCA because 
we recognize the important role the organization plays in 
the lives of  our neighbors,” said Cornerstone Bank CEO 
Todd Tallman. “Our donation will be put toward four pro-
grams that benefit a diverse range of  local residents.”

YMCA programs that will benefit include: 
The Achievers initiative, which supports the next gener-

ation of  college students with academic assistance, adult 
mentorship, college prep programming and career work-
shops, all designed to help teens find their unique paths to 
higher education and beyond.

The Numbers in the Sun program, through which an 
experienced math teacher delivers high-quality academic 
programming to children to reinforce their mathematic 
core competencies and comprehension in fun and engaging 
ways. 

LIVESTRONG, a 12-week health and wellness program 
that connects cancer survivors and their families with a 
network of  physical activity programming and emotional 
support at no cost to participants.

The What’s for Dinner weekly meal service that provides 
an assembled package of  groceries to families and seniors 
in need. On average, 500 meals are distributed monthly. 

“We are most proud to support this type of  program-
ming, which addresses real needs in our community,” said 
Tallman. 

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, born of  a long his-

tory of  supporting the community, and providing a strong 
foundation to help people and businesses thrive. Serving 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone Bank’s local 
presence and community-based banking model enables a 

unique ability to deliver outstanding service, with a person-
al touch. Cornerstone provides the highest level of  service 
and expertise for individuals, businesses, and community 
organizations with branch locations throughout Central 
Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to connect customers 
with opportunities, through a broad range of  deposit and 
loan products, and services. Built on Trust is not just a tag 
line, but also one of  our guiding corporate values. Whether 
a business or personal partnership, Cornerstone stands 
on the foundation that relationships are built on trust. To 
learn about Cornerstone Bank’s personal and business 
banking offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.com or call 
800-939-9103.

Cornerstone Bank donates $25,000 to 
the YMCA of Central Massachusetts

Courtesy

Left: David Connell, President & CEO at YMCA of Central 
Massachusetts. Right: Todd Tallman, President & CEO of Cornerstone.

Elm Street Congregational 
announces upcoming events

SOUTHBRIDGE — Elm Street Congregational Church, 
61 Elm St. in Southbridge, is pleased to announce church 
events open to the public. All are invited to participate.

June 8-7 p.m., “How to Live a Contemplative Life,” meet-
ing four consecutive Thursdays on zoom. To register, con-
tact Pastor Marcy at mjkatrina@yahoo.com.

June 10- Community Rock Painting, 1-3 p.m. at the church. 
Rocks to be put in the Hope Garden.

June 11- Men’s Sunday, worship service at 10 a.m.

June 24- Family Fun Day on the Southbridge Common, 
Mechanic St., 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

June 25- Service in the gazebo on the Southbridge 
Common, Mechanic St., 10 a.m.

Ongoing events: Bible Study, Monday nights, 6:30-8 p.m. 
To register, contact Pastor Marcy at mjkatrina@yahoo.com. 
This bible study will be on Zoom.

Thursdays, at 10:30 a.m. at church, book study on “How 
Happiness Happens” led by Lou-Ellen Corkum. All are 
invited to participate.

The Turquoise Table, a community gathering spot, is set 
up on the front lawn of  the church on Wednesdays from 
11am to noon. Stop by for some friendly conversations.
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Hi! My name is Yaveliy and I 
love to read! 

Yaveliy is a charming girl. She 
loves to build with Legos, play 
basketball and watch movies. 
She is currently in the 5th grade 
in school year 2022-2023 and 
does very well in school with 
an educational plan in place to 
help her with emotional and so-
cial needs. She enjoys being in-
volved in school activities. She 
has been described by others as 

possessing “ a love of laugh”, fun 
loving and always having her mu-

sic close by to listen to. She is very close to her siblings especially her 
older sister who lives close. They contact with each other and also enjoy 
virtual calls with each other. 

Yaveliy has a large number of siblings who all live in western MA with 
whom she will need to maintain contact. She would do best in a 2 parent 
family with younger children in the home. She will thrives on one on one 
attention, love, structure and routine in her new home. 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/5893 

 Can I Adopt? 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. 
Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or 
not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adop-
tive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is 
completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will 
fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org 
. Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you 
guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to 
find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Yaveliy 
Age 10 

The Town of Sturbridge Council on Aging is currently seeking qual-
ified candidates for the part-time (15 hr.) position of Program Assis-
tant. Working together with the COA Director, the Program Assistant 
plans, creates, and sets up activities and programs at the COA. The 
Program Asst. creates a monthly newsletter. Complete job description 
available at www.Sturbridge.Gov.
Candidates must be able to have strong computer skills, multi task, 
and communicate clearly. Candidates must be 18 yrs. old, graduate of 
high school, and undergo a background check.
Salary range: $19.16 - $21.56 based on experience. Interested candi-
dates shall submit the resume, a letter of interest and completed ap-
plication to Leslie Wong, 480 Main Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518 or 
LWong@Sturbridge.Gov. The Town of Sturbridge is an E.O.E

Application deadline: June 14th,2023

Gus Steeves

Burgess students restore 
Memorial Day tradition
STURBRIDGE — For Korean War veteran Robert Briere, preserving tradition is 

critical for our future. 
Last Thursday, he introduced today’s Burgess School children to one from his 

own childhood, circa 1939 – marking Revolutionary War graves with carnations for 
Memorial Day.

“They’ve been laying asleep for over 200 years, so don’t worry about anyone 
coming up and going ‘Boo,’” he quipped before passing on the tradition to Desert 
Storm vet Dan Soper.

Briere’s effort dovetails with the recently inaugurated Daughters of  the American 
Revolution effort to erect plaques honoring that era’s veterans at various cemeteries 
nationwide. Back in March, Sturbridge’s Center Burying Ground became the first 
such site in Massachusetts, and several DAR officers gathered Thursday to rededi-
cate that plaque. Among them, state officers listed the dozens of  Revolutionary vets 
buried here, talked about the cemetery’s construction, and reminded the dozens of  
attendees about “the lessons silently taught by memorials.”

Town Administrator Robin Grimm joined them, noting, “Everyday, we serve the 
public as the people who lay in this cemetery wanted us to – a government by the 
people.” 

She urged people to notice and honor the half-staff  flags then flying until 
Memorial Day in honor of  departed veterans of  all wars.

Similarly, Rep. Todd Smola reminded people the Constitution and other key docu-
ments “aren’t worth the paper they’re printed on” without the sacrifice of  soldiers 
to defend them. 

He thanked Briere for his many years of  involvement, noting, “I always get a 
wonderful lesson in history from you.”

Rep. Todd Smola confers with Robert Briere before the formalities begin.

DAR state officers Diane Isaacson and Patricia Karakashian re-unveil the plaque.

urgess School students stand at attention 
for the X.

A carnation stands sentinel at one of the 
graves.

A Burgess boy places a carnation between 
two gravestones.

A Burgess girl goes in search of an as-yet-un-
honored gravestone.

Burgess student Kassandra Murgai plays 
TAPS.Color Guard members roll up the flag at the 

end of the event.

Members of the 
General Henry Knox 
Color Guard load 
their muskets as part 
of the 21-gun salute. 
A few members of 
the Sturbridge militia 
reenactment group 
also participated.
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one 

low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
508-764-4325
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER 
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

Gutters

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

PAINTING
bill greene 

painting

low rates
reliable  
service

quality work
power  

washing
Interior  & 
exterior  
painting 

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Senior Discounts 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 30 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest ControlPainting

GJ Leduc 
Painting
Interior and

 Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

508-764-8548
Brian French 

(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When protecting your family, 
quality matters. We only use 
the two best products on the 
market; Certainteed Shingles 
and Owens Corning Shingles. 
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

TREE SERVICE

Tree work    
Hedge Trimming
Cleanups      
Stone/Mulch Beds 

(774) 
230-8582
sharptoothtree
@gmail.com

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings,  
bathrooms,  
remodels,  
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality  
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

HVAC

David’s Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Since. 2001
30+ years experience 

License & insured 

Installation of high 
efficiency Mitsubishi 

heat pumps

Gas & oil furnaces
2 year warranty 

Davidsheatandac.com
508-450-6264

Free estimates 

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

APPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes  
& Models
Friendly  

Same Day 
Service
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At some point, you may have more 
money in your 401(k) than in any other 
investment. And even though your 
401(k) is intended for your retirement, 
you may one day think you have to tap 
into your account early — but should 
you? And if  you do, how should you go 
about it?

If  it’s possible to avoid taking money 
from your 401(k) before you retire, you 
probably should do so. You could spend 
25 or more years in retirement, and 
you’ll need to pay for those years, so 
you may want to look for alternatives 
to your 401(k). If  you’ve built an emer-
gency fund containing several months’ 
worth of  living expenses in cash or 
cash equivalents, you could use some 
of  this money. If  you have a Health 
Savings Account (HSA), you could use 
it to pay for qualified medical expenses. 
Or you could sell some of  your tax-
able investments, rather than going into 
your tax-deferred 401(k).

But if  you have determined that you 
must look at your 401(k) plan to meet 
a short-term funding need, you’ll want 
to carefully consider how to go about 
it. You typically have two main choices: 
loans or withdrawals.

For plans that allow loans, employ-
ees can generally borrow up to 50% 
of  the vested amount of  their 401(k)s, 
up to a maximum of  $50,000 within a 
12-month period. Administrative fees 
may apply, and Interest will be charged, 
but it will be added back to the 401(k) 
account as part of  the loan repayments. 
Except when they’re used for a home 
purchase, loans must be repaid within 
five years, with equal payments made 
at least quarterly, unless payments are 
allowed to be paused temporarily. If  you 
leave the company or don’t repay the 
loan according to the agreement, the 
loan balance will likely be treated as a 
taxable distribution.

Now, let’s consider withdrawals. For 
401(k) plans that allow current employ-
ees to make withdrawals, the with-
drawal requests are usually considered 
either hardship or non-hardship. To 
qualify for a hardship withdrawal, you 
must demonstrate an immediate and 
heavy financial need to pay for certain 
expenses, including a home purchase, 
college, a medical issue or other speci-
fied costs, and your withdrawal is limit-
ed to the amount necessary to meet the 
need. Non-hardship withdrawals can 
typically be taken for any purpose but 
usually are not granted until you’re 59 
and a half  or older.

Unlike with a loan, a hardship 
withdrawal can’t be repaid, while a 
non-hardship withdrawal can usual-
ly only be repaid by rolling over the 
amount to an IRA within 60 days. But 
the bigger issue may be taxes. If  you 
withdraw funds from your 401(k), any 
previously untaxed money is generally 
taxed as ordinary income and a 10% 
penalty will apply if  you’re younger 
than 59 and a half, unless you qualify 
for an exception. Plus, your 401(k) plan 
typically must withhold 20 percent of  
the withdrawal for taxes, so you’d have 
to take an even larger withdrawal to 
meet your needs.

Before embarking on a 401(k) loan or 
withdrawal, you may want to consult 
with a financial professional and your 
tax advisor. Taking money from your 
401(k) is a big move, so make sure you 
know everything that’s involved.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

Should you 
consider 401(k) 

loans or 
withdrawals?

Never forget the price of  our freedoms

We wanted to take this opportunity 
to say thank you to our readers, family 
and friends who have served or who are 
currently serving in our armed forces. 
We all should take the time to remember 
those who have paid the ultimate sacri-
fice in the name of  freedom.  

Over the Memorial Day weekend, 
while you were relaxing, enjoying some 
barbeque and a big plate of  pasta salad, 
we hope that all of  you out there took a 
moment to pause, even if  it was unde-
tected, and ruminate about the individ-
uals who were brave enough to afford to 
us this freedom.  Pick a battle and try 
to imagine, if  you can, what it would 
be like if  you were on the front lines.  
Those of  us who have never served can’t 
possibly imagine what this would feel 
like, however we can appreciate, recog-
nize and commend the courage of  those 
who are no longer with us and those 
who continue to serve. 

When Memorial Day was first cele-
brated, it was known as Decoration Day 
following the Civil War.  Youngsters 
would place flowers in cemeteries while 
they sang songs and honored those lost 
due to war.   The Civil War that ended 
in 1865 took the lives of  more people 
than any other war in the history of  the 
United States, the estimate is roughly 
620,000, the Union losing 365,000 and the 
Confederacy 260,000.  History says that 
more than half  of  these losses came as 
the result of  disease.  As a result, the 
first national cemeteries were created.  

In 1868, General John A. Logan, the 
leader of  an organization for Northern 
Civil War Veterans, called for a nation-
wide day to honor fallen soldiers.  
General James Garfield gave a speech 
at Arlington National Cemetery on 
the first Decoration Day and the more 
than 5,000 people in attendance deco-
rated over 2,000 graves, both Union and 
Confederate.  

The holiday as we all know is cele-
brated on the last Monday in May, and 
became an official holiday in the year 
1971.  Parades across the country take 
place, and people visit cemeteries where 
family members who have served in the 
military have been laid to rest.  

At 3 p.m. every year, a moment of  
silence takes place across the country.  
In December of  2008, President Bill 
Clinton signed the “National Moment 
of  Remembrance Act” which designat-
ed the time be at 3 p.m. In 1966, the gov-
ernment marked Waterloo, New York 
as the official birthplace of  Memorial 
Day.  In Waterloo, every business in 
town would shut their doors and owners 
would venture out to decorate graves 
with flags as well as flowers. 

Originally, Decoration Day was 
intended to honor those lost in just the 
Civil War.  After the First World War, 
America felt the need, and rightfully 
so, to honor all those lost serving their 
country.  In WWI, a total of  116,516 
Americans died on the battlefield, and 
405,399 were lost during WWII.  The 
Korean War took 36,574 lives and the 
Vietnam War cost 58,220 lives.  4,411 
were lost in Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
73 in Operation New Dawn, 2,346 as the 
result of  Operation Enduring Freedom, 
48 in Operation Freedom’s Sentinel and 
61 in Operation Inherent Resolve.  

An estimated 38 million people in 
America traveled over the holiday week-
end, and 2.5 million travelers boarded 
flights, making Memorial Day is the 
fourth busiest travel day of  the year.  

In New York, Washington, D.C and 
Chicago, you can find the largest 
parades in the country.  Because of  the 
three day weekend, many Americans 
threw parties and barbecues or headed 
out of  town for a mini getaway, but we 
should never forget the reason for it all.

Even those outside landfill radius should 
test their wells

To the Editor:
A cover story in the May 19 Charlton 

Villager reported that the town had 
issued a warning to properties on Flint 
Road after PFAS was detected in moni-
toring wells at the landfill. It also stated 
that monitoring wells at the street edge 
of  the landfill did not test positive for 
PFAS, but that neighboring properties 
would be tested in a 500 foot radius.  

I live on E. Baylies Road, south of  the 
landfill by more than 500 feet, and my 

well tested at 37.8 ppm for PFAS, well 
over the 20 ppm limit. I do not know 
the source of  my contamination, but 
well owners in proximity to potential 
or known contamination sites might 
consider testing their own wells.  mass.
gov/dep has information and links to 
certified labs.

Suzanne Hall
CHarlton

To The ediTor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.
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Stonebridge 
Press

To the Editor:
This year’s Southbridge town elec-

tion is coming up soon, Tuesday, 
June 13, and I respectfully ask resi-
dents to consider voting for the fol-
lowing candidates on the ballot:  
Councilor Jacquelyn Ryan, Maria 
Torres and Andrew Murch for Town 
Council, and Carla Delacruz Davila for 
School Committee.

These candidates support infrastruc-
ture improvements, affordable housing, 
expanding economic development and 
a safe, inclusive environment at our 

public schools. They can think for them-
selves, express their ideas with confi-
dence, are considerate of  others and 
will vote their conscience.

So please consider casting your vote 
for these candidates and let’s move 
Southbridge forward!

The election day is Tuesday, June 13 
at the Southbridge Community Center, 
153 Chestnut St., from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Thank you,
Mike Marketti

SoutHbridge

Do you 
remember Dolly 
Parton’s old 
song, “Working 
9 to 5,” a song 
about the 
challenges of  
work / life bal-
ance? The song 
reminds us all 
how work tends 
to be the cen-
ter of  our day 
and our lives; 
everything else 
planned around 
our “working 
hours.” Dolly 
says in the song, 
“It’s enough to 
drive you crazy 
if  you let it.” 

We get up to 
go to work. We get home 
in time to eat and get 
ready for another day. 
Our pure focus set on 
work, money, and mak-
ing ends meet. It truly 
is enough to “make one 
crazy if  you let it.” Even 
if  you can flip the men-
tal switch and focus on 
your evenings, weekends, 
and time off, you still are 
caught in the mindset of  
this world. Each moment 
set in preparation and 
worry of  the next. 

This is why in the 
Christian church we live 
by a different calendar: 
a calendar which chang-
es our focus from money 
and work to God and the 
sacred. This calendar 
is called the Liturgical 
calendar. Living by a 
Liturgical calendar is 
supposed to help us keep 
our attention on a bigger 
picture, remind us whose 
we are, and draw our 
thoughts toward the 
sacred.

This idea of  living 
in God’s time (Kairos), 
rather than the world’s 
time (Chronos), is meant 
to change our focus and 
keep our eyes and hearts 
on God. It is supposed to 
help us remember the 
blessing of  life and draw 
us into a different rhythm 
of  living.

In the Liturgical cal-
endar, the Christian 
so-called New Year is not 
January 1st but the first 
Sunday of  Advent (a.k.a. 
four Sundays before 
Christmas). Thus, the cal-
endar immediately sets 
our vision and heart on 
the anticipation of  Jesus’ 
birth. The calendar then 
proceeds through the 
Christmas season (Yes, 
Christmas is a season 

not a day. In 
the Christian 
c a l e n d a r , 
though, the 
C h r i s t m a s 
s e a s o n 
comes after 
C h r i s t m a s 
Day not 
b e f o r e ) , 
E p i p h a n y, 
Lent, Easter, 
Easter t ide, 
P e n t e c o s t , 
and finally 
leads us to 
ordinary time 
( O r d i n a r y 
Time not 
being ordi-
nary as in 
plain and 
boring, but 
o r d i n a r y 

as in ordinal, that is 
counted time: first, sec-
ond, third . . .). The cal-
endar also includes spe-
cial days which vary a 
bit depending on your 
denomination, but usu-
ally include All Saints 
Day, Trinity Sunday, 
Shrove Tuesday (a.k.a. 
Mardi Gras), Ascension 
Sunday, Transfiguration 
Sunday, et al. The whole 
year culminates in Christ 
the King Sunday when 
we celebrate all Jesus 
has done, acknowledg-
ing that he is the head 
of  the Church and our 
lives. Each celebration 
reminds the faithful of  
their dedication to liv-
ing a life in the way of  
Jesus and reminds them 
through a shared story 
laid out in our calendar 
what that might look like.

The Christian calendar 
also prioritizes Sabbath: 
the one day a week where 
rest is its sole purpose, a 
day of  rejuvenation. For 
Christians, Sunday is like 
the drum beat of  a song 
that keeps everything 
else in tempo. 

  In contempla-
tive communities and 
for some people, this 
commitment to living in 
Kairos time extends to 
daily hours as well. That 
is, that instead of  time 
being set by the desires 
and needs of  the world, 
like work and school 
and appointments, it is 
ordered by prayer and 
our connection to God. 
Depending on your 
denomination, order, or 
personal practice, the 
times of  prayer may vary, 
as may the structure of  
that time, but the purpose 
is the same. In fact, this 
was the original purpose 
of  the church bells that 

you hear ring out. They 
rang to remind us to stop 
what we are doing and 
offer a prayer to God.  
They rang to remind us 
that no matter what we 
were doing, our primary 
foci is to be on God. That 
is, as scripture says, we 
are in this world, but not 
of  this world.

To many these practic-
es sound archaic and odd, 
but I can tell you that for 
those that embrace them, 
they are life giving. They 
not only change the flow 
of  the day and the week 
and the year, they redi-
rect our heart and offer 
a purpose bigger than 
self, accumulation, and 
monetary gain. Living in 
Kairos, helps to remind 
us of  our divine ori-
gins and helps us break 
the system that tries to 
extract as much from us 
as it can.

Chronos, the time 
that the world lives 
by, shackles us to our 
appointments, calendars 
and clocks, keeping us 
focused on where we have 
to be and how much time 
until we have to move on. 
Chronos time is based 
on scarcity and reminds 
us what little time we 
have; while Kairos, even 
though it sometimes 
moves by calendar and 
clock, transports us into 
eternal time. Kairos time 
breaks us from that mind-
set of  scarcity calling 
us into a consciousness 
of  abundance, blessing 
and wonder. Kairos time 
draws us into a sacred 
story which precedes us 
and, God willing, will 
long outlast us.

Life is a gift too pre-
cious to spend on accu-
mulation and squander 
on an endless cycle of  
productivity and con-
sumption. Instead, teth-
ering ourselves to God 
and setting our rhythms 
based on our faith and 
its ancient story offers 
us meaning and purpose 
that changes us and has 
a potential to change the 
world.

May we each seek to 
live in a time beyond time 
and be thankful for each 
moment we have.

Rev. Dawn M Adams 
is a minister at the First 
Congregational Church 
of  Brimfield, UCC, which 
can be found online at 
Brimfield ucc.org.

Let’s move Southbridge forward

Sacred time: Kairos and 
the Liturgical calendar

rev. dawn M. 
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By the time you 
read this column, 
Memorial Day will be 
over, and boat ramps 
and road traffic will be 
back to some type of  nor-
mality. Whatever that 
is! Hopefully, you took 
some time out of  the 
holiday to pay tribute to 
all of  our veterans, and 
to all those that paid the 
ultimate sacrifice to keep 
our freedoms, and way of  
life safe.      

Saltwater fishing was 
pretty good this past 
week, with numerous 
reports of  anglers catch-
ing their limit of  four 
seabass in Buzzards Bay. 
The new size limit of  16 
and a half  for seabass in 
Mass. was easy to fill, but 
stripers were spotty in 
many areas. The new size 
limit on stripers changed 
on Friday, May 26 in 
Mass. The new slot limit 
was reduced by three 
inches, making legal 
stripers 28 to 31 inches. 
It really does not make 
any difference what 
anglers think about the 
new slot limit. Attending 
public hearings and 
making recommen-
dations may as well be 
thrown in the wastepa-

per basket. Further cuts 
are being discussed on 
stripers if  they do not 
get a good year of  pop-
ulation growth. It is not 
the recreational angler 
that is causing the prob-
lem! Draggers and com-
mercial fishing is raping 
the ocean’s fish popula-
tions, and they will con-
tinue. I know you have 
heard it all before, but it 
is just crazy and unnec-
essary! 

Fluke fishing is start-
ing to improve in both 
Mass. & Rhode Island. 
Squid strips and jigs 
seem to be the hottest 
bait so far this season.

Rabbits are every-
where in Central Mass. 
this year. Trying to grow 
a garden is not easy. This 
past week, I had at least 
eight rabbits spotted in 
my neighbor’s yard, and 
three in mine. There was 
one huge rabbit that ran 

from my neighbor’s yard 
and stopped in my drive-
way. It was the size of  a 
snowshoe hare. I hunted 
rabbits for many years, 
and rarely harvested a 
cottontail rabbit the 
size of  that one. The 
native cottontail rabbits 
are the New England cot-
tontail, and the non-na-
tive are the Eastern cot-
tontail. The Eastern cot-
tontail was introduced 
into New England in the 
1900’s. The Eastern rab-
bit has pretty much taken 
over in Mass. woodlands, 
and they are here to stay.  

Very few hunters own 
beagles today in the area, 
but back in the day there 
were many hunters that 
owned two or more for 
hunting purposes. Every 
Saturday, my two bud-
dies met up with me to 
hunt rabbits, and it was 
great. Today, there are too 
many homes, and private 
property to hunt rabbits 
in our area. The Cape still 
has some rabbit hunt-
ing going on, and north & 
west of  our area still has 
some rabbit hunting. 

Snowshoe hare are 
extremely rare in Central 
Mass., only because 
the anti-hunting groups 

stopped the sports-
men from transporting 
them live from Canada, 
approximately 15 years 
ago or longer.  Local Rod 
& Gun Clubs purchased 
them from a trapper in 
Canada and stocked 
them in local covers, 
hoping to have the hare 
breed and have young in 

the wild here. Each litter 
of  hare contains one to 
eight young, and grows 
to maturity in about one 
year. Cottontail rabbits 
have up to three litters 
a year, and can have up 
to six or more young in 
their litters. 

A large bear was spot-
ted recently in Webster 

Mass. and was spotted 
by a local fisherman. He 
was fishing at Webster 
Lake, and observed the 
bear slip into the water 
and swim to the oppo-
site shoreline. That had 
to be exciting!

Take A Kid Fishing & 
Keep Them rods Bending!

Days “gone fishin’” are 
the simple pleasures life-
long memories are made 
of.  Whether relaxing on 
the shore of  still waters, 
or wrangling in a temper-
amental trout, the sport 
of  recreational fishing 
remains a popular activ-
ity for all ages.  

Fishing enthusiasts 
can enjoy the water-
ways in Massachusetts 
knowing that the state is 
ranked among the top ten 
states for fishing.  In fact, 
a 2022 study by Lawnlove.
com also revealed the 
Bay State had the highest 
number of  fishing com-
petitions, and the sixth-
most marines per 100,000 
residents. Read on for 
some tips to up your odds 
of  reeling in the big one! 

**
Free Fishing Weekend 

Many memorable fishing 
tales begin at the water-
ways in the region.  Once 
a year the state waives its 
licensing laws for a week-
end, allowing residents 
of  all ages the pleasures 
of  a day “gone fishin’.” 
 On Saturday and Sunday, 
June 3 and 4, Free Fishing 
Weekend offers an oppor-
tunity for fishers of  all 

ages to toss their line into 
statewide  waters whether 
or not they are licensed.   
While licenses are usu-
ally required, during 
Free Fishing Weekend 
in Massachusetts, the 
state’s licensing policy 
will be waived  during 
these two days. 

No license is required 
to fish any public lake, 
pond, reservoir, stream, 
or river in Massachusetts 
from 12 a.m. Saturday, 
June 3 until 11:59 p.m. 
Sunday, June 4.  

 * * 
Fishing Tips from Expert 
Anglers

 
Dropping your line into 
the waters this weekend?  
Here are some tips to 
help make your time at 
the fishing hole more pro-
ductive

 **

Successful fishers 
make it a habit to change 
their line. Fishing line 
has memory- it will 
retain the twist, nicks 
scrapes, and it gets 
weaker every time it is 
used.  Don’t chance los-
ing the “big one” to brit-
tle line!

 **
And be sure to match 

your hook size to your 
bait: small for small, 
large for large.  It makes 
a difference in holding 
your bait, and in how 
many strikes you will get.

 **
Take a valuable  fishing 

tip from old timers who 
say “if  you find the bait 
you’ll find the fish.”   To 
do this efficiently, they 
make it a habit to scan 
the water for bird activi-
ty.  Follow the birds, who 
follow the bait, and you’ll 
likely find the fish!

 **
When throwing into 

the wind, drop your rod 
tip to the water right after 
making the cast. You’ll 
get more distance and 
will also get the slack out 
of  your line in case you 
get bit just when the bait 
hits the surface. If  you 

leave the rod held high, 
the wind will make an arc 
out of  your line and you’d 
lose control of  the bait.

**
 
Still no bites? It could 

be your bug repellent. 
Never handle bait after 
applying it as the scent 
will keep the fish away.

 **
 

Tips to Track Trout
 

* Did you know Rainbow 
Trout favor 56 degree 
water?  Find that tem-
perature and you’re sure 
to find the fish!  If  it’s 
cold out, trout can typi-
cally be found on the sur-
face of  a lake. If  it’s hot 
out, they’ll be deeper in 
the water. 

 
*Remember, trout have 

tough mouths. Keep your 
hooks sharp - and use a 
number 4 hook for best 
results!

 
* Want to up your 

odds of  trout for supper?   
When lake fishing, dip 
your crawler in the oil 
from a can of  smoked 
oysters!

 

* Trying to tempt the 
best trout. Try this secret 
recipe from anglers:  
Combine two ounces of  
cod liver oil with 20 drops 
oil of  anise.  Mix well.  
Dip your bait in the mix-
ture and string up the 
trout!

 **
Bait and Catch 

It’s summertime and the 
fishin’ is easy - if  you use 
an old fashioned bait rec-
ipes. They’re  tried and 
true secret weapons from 
successful fishermen - 
but best of  all, you can 
whip them up with ingre-
dients from your kitchen 
cupboards!  

 
*Anglers swear refriger-
ator biscuit dough is a 
great bait for trout.  Just 
pull a raw biscuit apart 
and start reeling in the 
“big one!” 

 
*Even fish love spicy 

food, as this super lure 
recipe will attest. Mix 
together 8 ounce ground 
aniseed or fennel seed 
and two ounces ground 
allspice. Sprinkle 1/16th 
oz. oil of  cloves over the 
above and mix. Store in 
tightly sealed jars for a 

few days while the odors 
blend. Put a drop on fish 
bait.

 
*If  you’re fishing with 

salmon eggs or worms, 
don’t forget to add a min-
iature marshmallow to 
the hook to keep your 
bait buoyant!

 
* * 

Win Dinner for Two at 
the Publick House

Your tips can win you 
a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renown restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

With summer unof-
ficially underway, you 
might be heading out to 
more estate sales, yard 
sales, flea markets, and 
antique shows. Here are 
some tips to help you 
make that next great find 
and avoid buying some-
thing you might regret 
later.

Knowledge is power 
when it comes to antiques 
and collectibles. The 
more you know about 
what you’re collecting, 
and the more you know 
about antiques in gener-
al, the more likely you 

are to find a great piece. 
Antique dealers used to 
have libraries with ref-
erence books and price 
guides, but now you eas-
ily look up selling prices 
on online auction sites 
or pay for auction results 
on websites like worth-
point.com. You can also 
find a lot of  information 
for free. For example, on 
our website, centralmas-
sauctions.com, we offer 
advice about items that 
are selling well and tips 
for evaluating paintings.

If  you’re more inclined 
to learn in-person, many 

places also offer live 
antique courses. Old 
Sturbridge Village has 
previously offered live 
antique courses. Historic 
Eastfield Village (which 
is located between 
Pittsfield, Mass. and 
Albany, N.Y.) is offering 
classes this summer on 
19th century printing 
and weaving in the rural 
Northeast, among other 
topics.

Attending live auctions 
is also a good way to learn 
more about antiques 
and collectibles. When 
I first started learning 

about antiques, 
I attended an 
average of  
three auctions a 
week. Attending 
in-person offers 
the opportuni-
ty to view items 
and even handle 
them. The auc-
tion staff  may 
also be available 
to answer any 
questions. If  you 
attend auctions 
on a regular 
basis, you may 
see people who 
also attend regu-
larly. Making connections 
with other bidders can 
be helpful when you are 
buying or selling. Some 
experienced bidders may 
be willing to offer advice. 
Be careful when listening 
to people during the pre-
view though because an 
auction is a competitive 
situation. People may not 
want to share what they 
know about items, and 
may intentionally mis-
lead you on a piece that 
they are also interested 
in.

Dealers at antique 

shows are often 
happy to share 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
about items 
they are sell-
ing because, 
the more they 
describe the 
items, the bet-
ter chance they 
have of  finding 
a buyer. Many 
dealers special-
ize in an area 
that interests 
them. You can 
find dealers spe-
cializing in a 
wide variety of  

items from Shaker fur-
niture to antique phono-
graphs. When I used to 
sell at Brimfield, I spoke 
with other dealers during 
slow times. Many are also 
collectors of  the items 
they’re selling and are 
passionate about their 
items. I learned a lot from 
those conversations. 

Happy antique hunting 
this summer! Feel free 
to email me if  you make 
that great find.

Our online auction of  
antique and vintage toys, 

baseball cards, sports 
memorabilia, guitars, 
and pop culture collect-
ibles is currently under-
way and ends on June 
21st. We are also running 
an estate sale of  a home 
in Chicopee packed full 
of  antiques, collectibles, 
dolls, and thousands of  
other items on June 23, 
June 24, and June 25. We 
will have another online 
auction later this month 
starting with jewelry, 
sterling silver, nautical 
paintings and memora-
bilia, other art, pocket 
watches, stoneware, duck 
decoys, antique firearms, 
and a wide variety of  
other items. It will end in 
late July. Please visit our 
Website, https://central-
massauctions.com, for 
links to upcoming events.

Contact us at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services www.
centralmassauctions.
com (508-612-6111) info@
centralmassauctions.com

Courtesy

This week’s picture is Scott Lambert 25-pound striper.

Rabbits, rabbits everywhere

RALPH
TRUE
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Fishing Tips and Tricks

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT
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WAYNE TUISKULA
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STURBRIDGE — 
Five of  the Tantasqua 
Regional varsity baseball 
team’s 20 games have 
been one-run affairs. 
Luckily for the Warriors, 
four of  the five have 
been victories, includ-
ing two in the Central 
Mass. Athletic Directors 
Association’s (CMADA) 
Class A Tournament.

First, third seeded 
Tantasqua hosted No. 
6 Westborough High in 
the quarterfinals on 
Wednesday, May 24. The 
Warriors rallied against 
the Rangers and won 
in walk-off  fashion, 5-4, 
with Jack Rapose belting 
the game-winning hit in 
the bottom of  the seventh 
inning.

Then, at No. 2 Wachusett 
Regional on Friday, May 
26, Tantasqua won anoth-
er one-run game, this 
time 1-0. Southpaw Miles 
Blake went the distance, 
throwing a one-hitter 
with 11 strikeouts and 
two walks. Offensively, 
Devin Krochmalnyckyj 
plated Colm McGrath 
(2-for-3) in the top of  
the first inning with the 
game’s lone run.

The Warriors (18-
2) then played No. 1 
Leominster High (17-1) 
in the CMADA Class A 
Final on Wednesday, 
May 31, after press time. 
Following that tourna-
ment, Tantasqua will 
partake in the Division 3 
State Tournament. That 
bracket was also released 
after press time.

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

CHARLTON — Come 
postseason time, Nipmuc 
Regional continues to 
be a thorn in the Bay 
Path Regional varsity 
softball team’s side. A 

year ago the Warriors 
bested the Minutemen 
twice, first in the Central 
Mass. Athletic Directors 
Association’s (CMADA) 
Class B Tournament, 5-0, 
and again in the Division 
4 State Tournament 

Round of  32, 8-7.
Fast forward to this 

spring and Nipmuc and 
Bay Path again met, this 
time in the quarterfinals 
of  the CMADA Class 
B bracket on Tuesday, 
May 23. And, unfortu-
nately for the fourth 
seeded Minutemen, the 
end result remained the 
same. The fifth ranked 
Warriors won the game, 
11-0.

“They came here to 
play. That was the big-
gest difference,” said Bay 
Path head coach Rick 

Carrero. “We’re the home 
team, we have an oppor-
tunity to beat this team 
after they knocked us out 
twice last year, and they 
looked like they were 
the home team that was 
ready to get back at us. 
It should have been the 
other way around.”

Carrero noted that the 
team’s energy needed to 
be different.

“That has to come 
from our team. The ener-
gy can’t come from the 
coaches,” he explained. 
“You have to want to be 
here and want to play 
softball and defend your 
house.”

Luckily for the 
Minutemen, their season 
is far from over. The State 
Vocational Large Schools 
Tournament kicked off  
on Tuesday, May 30 (after 
press time), as third 
seeded Bay Path played 
at No. 2 Monty Tech. 
Another appearance 
in the Division 4 State 
Tournament comes after 
the State Vocational.

“We have a lot to play 
for,” said Carrero.

Nipmuc scored once in 
the top of  the first inning, 
but Bay Path pitcher Sam 
Buchanan worked her 
way out of  a jam and left 
the bases loaded with 
Warriors. Buchanan then 
held Nipmuc scoreless in 
the second frame.

Single runs in the third 
and fifth innings, though, 
ballooned the Warriors’ 
lead to 3-0 as the 
Minutemen couldn’t get 
their bats going against 
pitcher Janelle Scirocco, 
whose changeup posed a 
problem.

“We weren’t learn-
ing. There were several 
times when batters had 
two balls and no strikes, 
and they were swinging 
at a changeup and pop-
ping up. We’re a better 
hitting team than that,” 
said Carrero, whose 
team finished with five 
hits (two by Grace Jones 
and one each by Katie 
Magnusson, Buchanan 
and Savannah Steiner).

Nipmuc put the game 
away with two runs in 
the sixth inning and six 
more in the seventh to 
account for the 11-0 final.

“They’re too good to 
lose 11-0, and that’s no 
knock against Nipmuc. 
We shouldn’t be losing to 
anybody on our schedule 
11-0,” said Carrero, citing 
a lack of  focus.

An example of  poor 

focus, Carrero noted, was 
the team’s shaky defense. 
The Minutemen commit-
ted nine errors, as nearly 
all of  Buchanan’s runs 
against were unearned.

“When you’re mak-
ing errors on plays you 
should be making, that’s 
a focus issue,” said 
Carrero. “That’s not a tal-
ent issue.”

When asked if  his team 
will rebound, Carrero 
started with one emphat-
ic word.

“Absolutely,” he said. 
“They have it. It’s not the 
skill, it was just the focus. 
They’ve got to come men-
tally prepared to play.”

The Minutemen played 
a CMADA consolation 
round game against No. 
6 Oakmont Regional and 
put up a bigger fight, ulti-
mately losing by one run, 
11-10.

Bay Path will take its 
14-6 record into the State 
Tournament, with the 
brackets being released 
after press time.
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SPORTS
One-run wins help Warriors reach CMADA 

Class A Tournament Final

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua’s Joe Amaru lets go of the game’s first pitch versus Westborough.

Shortstop Devin Krochmalnyckyj of Tantasqua gathers a 
Westborough player’s hopping ball into his glove en route to 
recording an out at first base.

Tantasqua’s Colm McGrath takes his lead off first base, which is covered by Westborough’s 
Joe Marino.

Cole Nussey of Tantasqua comes up firing from his left field 
position in an attempt to throw out a Westborough base 
runner at home.

Nipmuc again beats Bay Path, 
this time in Central Mass. Tournament

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Sam Buchanan gets her pitching arm up over her 
head to generate speed.

Miranda Linde of Bay Path connects on a pitch over the plate.

Bay Path’s Anna Lehtola follows through on her swing and 
watches the ball sail into the outfield.

First baseman Savannah Steiner of Bay Path catches the ball while stretching to force out 
Nipmuc’s Kara Johnson.
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Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $19.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 06/30/23
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 

Outdoor Dining is back weather permitting! Please call ahead.
Thursday, Friday, & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Make lasting memories with Dad or your Grad at the 
Salem Cross Inn

Please call to reserve 508-867-2345

Reservations Now for 
FATHER’S DAY, June 18th

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

LOBSTER 
ROLLS

 Friday and Saturday 
MeMorial day - labor day

The function room is now open! 

CHILEAN 
SEA BASS

Fri 5/26 & Sat. 5/27(after 5pm) 

W O R C E S T E R 
— Quinsigamond 
Community College has 
released its Spring 2023 
Semester Dean and Merit 
Lists. A total of  439 stu-
dents were named to the 
college’s Dean’s List and 
826 students were named 
to the Merit List.

Dean’s List
Students who meet the 

criteria below and have 
earned 12 or more credits 
in a given semester are 
named to the Dean’s List:  

All grades must be “C” 
or higher. (No grades of  
“I” or “X” are permitted). 

Semester Quality Point 
Average (QPA) must be 
3.50 or higher, and cumu-
lative QPA must be 2.00 or 
higher. 

All courses must be col-
lege level

Auburn: Logan 
Alexander, Emily 
Briddon, Jacqueline 
Cetrone, Zoe Coleman, 
Kelly Do, Erika Goff, 
Daquan Gooch, Emelis 
Henriquez, Angel 
Medina, Chanel Napoli, 
David Zona

Blackstone: Reno 
Caretta, Jacob Ridlon, 
Declan Shave

Brookfield: Emily Pope, 
Tay-Lynne Pope, Vanessa 
VanGerven

Charlton: Molly 
Cloutier, Emanuel 
Desouza, Zenyah 
Figueroa, Jordan Goulas, 
Jordan Keefe, Kellen 
Kinnes, Vitor Kuhn 
Scariot, Haley LaFortune, 
Jessica Lapierre, 

Amanda McDermott, 
Alexia McFarlin, Chase 
McKenney, Nicole 
Mulvey, Hanna Palmer, 
Jordyn Poirier, John 
Price, Maged Samwaeil, 
Dylan Smaltz

Cherry Valley: Cilia 
Lannon

Dudley: Anthony 
Awad, Mina Boktor, 
Isabella Freitas, Thalia 
Hernandez, Nicole Karp, 
Emily Kolodziejczak, 
Christopher Lincoln, 
Amanda Wisnowski

East Brookfield: Grace 
Haight

East Douglas: Caroline 
Beaird, Hayden Krasner, 
Hannah Rosenkrantz, 
Ashley Schofield

Fiskdale: Drew Howard
Grafton: Jeremy 

Barrett, Evan Ducharme, 
Harrison Klumpenaar, 
Brinna Smith

Holland: Haley 
Dulmaine, Zane Salameh

Leicester: Camden 
Crocker, Nikolas 
Dagostino, Jason Edson, 
Jackie Long, Cassidy 
Saksa

Milford: Shanay Patel, 
Amanda Silva

Millbury: Gabriella 
Bianchi, Clarence 
Johnson, Madison 
LeClaire, Eric Renaud, 
Julia Silva Santiago, 
Nicholas Terp, Stephanie 
Xiao

Millville: Amelia Tober
North Brookfield: Liam 

Carlson, Deborah Hill
North Grafton: Fadi 

Alkoht, Sean Manning, 
Holly Martin

North Oxford: Shannen 
Hennessy, Gracyn Mauch

Northbridge: Vivian 
Adams, Bronte Chosta, 
Nicholas Cleary

Oxford: Joseph Gallant, 
Allison Hamel, Ashley 
Hamel, Chloe Hatstat, 
Blake Lentine, Amanda 
Listewnik, Brandon Pen, 
Julie Viola, Tyler Wilson

Rochdale: Stephen 
Collins, Kailyn Orrell

South Grafton: 
Nicholas Fobert

Southbridge: Kandy 
Alvarado, Kendall 
Barton, Evan Duffey, 
Bianca Fantaroni, Daniel 
Fuentes, Rosalie Groleau, 
Giovanni Hernandez, 
Anthony Lang, Emily 
Maldonado, Jacob 
McDonald, Ogochukwu 
Nwasolu, Abigail St. 
Laurent, Venus Streeter, 
Payton Vega, Amber 
Warden

Spencer: Matthew 
Heffernan, Thomas 
Heffernan, Lourdes 
Morales, Kyle Paquette, 
Kyle Sadusky, Yujia Wei

Sturbridge: Abby 
Arena, Brian Gagnon, 
Ryan Manners, Zoe 
Melanson

Sutton: Aliyssa 
Courville, Katherine 
Fields, Conor Hickey, 
Disha Khanna, Amanda 
Moulton, Tehreem Zainab

Upton: Adrienne 
Guertin

Uxbridge: Hailey 
Bergman, Antonio 
Demalia, Alexandra 
Gonzaga, Abigail 
Hanscom, Solomon 
LeFrancois, Jeremy 
Lutton, Nicholas Maracle, 
Justin Meola, Abigail 
Vanderbrug

Wales: Jalissa Gardner
Webster: Makayla 

Blanchard, Ashley 
Denham, Sean Flynn, 
Hlaing Htoo, Karma 
Lama, Falonne Modjom, 
Kasey Pechie, Jullia 
Pinheiro, Beatriz Roman, 
Kyle VanCott, Tyler 

Verrier
West Upton: Logan 

Quinn, Omer Rona
Whitinsville: Alison 

Beaupre, Melissa Sue 
Chenevert, Hunter Fabri, 
Alianna Georges, Patrick 
Spain

Merit List
Students who meet the 

criteria below and have 
earned six or more cred-
its in a given semester, 
but fewer than 12 credits, 
are named to the Merit 
List:  

All grades must be “C” 
or higher. (No grades of  
“I” or “X” are permitted). 

Semester Quality Point 
Average (QPA) must be 
3.50 or higher, and cumu-
lative QPA must be 2.00 or 
higher. 

All courses must be col-
lege level

Auburn: Zahraa 
Alshammari, Diana Bies, 
Hannah Chapdelaine, 
Angela DiTommaso, 
Laura Keister, Paul 
Landry, Hao Mai, Emily 
Mills, Anthony Miranda, 
Maria Misenti, Aidan 
Owusu Mensah, Julia 
Paz, Matti Phaneuf, Sara 
Rufli, Matthew Seaman, 
Cameron Szalay

Blackstone: Jordan 
Geoffroy, Joshua 
Johnson, Molly Malloy

Brimfield: Haileigh 
Chase, Lillian Morrell, 
Tye Zola

Brookfield: Kerry 
Gromosky, Jordan Miller, 
Hailey Myers

Charlton: Caitlyn 
Bussiere, Christopher 
Chute, Jordan Daigneault, 
Theresa Duke, Johnson 
Ebe, Natasha Emco-
Rollins, Kaliana 
Gonzalez, Loriauna 
Graika, Jacob Heywood, 
Abigail Joesten, Lindsey 
Rodriguez, Hannah 
Sharma, Rebecka-
Dawn Walley, Demerice 
Wolfenden

Cherry Valley: 

Stephanie Grayum
Douglas: Jason 

Michalski
Dudley: Aria Butler, 

Yakeydy Calderon, 
Katelyn Cathey-Johnson, 
Xavier Collazo, Shannon 
Germain, Michaela 
Goritsas, Michael Grant, 
Grace Jocson, Daniel 
Kelley, Heather Lamprey, 
Julie Milner, Kalli Rojas, 
Nicholas Ruo, Clarice 
Smith, Ann Marie Taylor, 
Nicholas Whitley, Gabriel 
daSilva

East Douglas: Jessica 
Bates, Abigail Bonneau, 
Ashlinn Collins, 
Britni Conner, Hunter 
Dunn, Gladis Fonseca, 
Jacob Masi, Marlene 
Muika, John Murphy, 
Mark Pepin, Ethan 
Soyinthisane

Fiskdale: Carina Holt, 
Tristan Shaw, Warren 
Zelenak

Grafton: Haley Becotte, 
Mackenzie Collins, 
Amber Dumas, Chad 
Duplessis, Michele 
Medeiros, Abigail 
O’Toole, Debokkawe 
Pannasiri, Catherine 
Spinney, Tracy Torteson, 
Audrey Ziegler

Holland: Beau 
Boudreau, Robert Smith, 
April Swanson

Leicester: Ryan Butler, 
Amy Carr, Amanda 
Frascolla, Linnette 
Lamptey, Constantino 
Rodriguez

Milford: Mariana 
Ferraz, Ian Flannery, 
Kyle Perry, Anthony 
Rodriguez

Millbury: Mari 
Alkhamisi, Katherine 
Bloom, Sandra Bravo, 
Jacob Brodeur, Kyliegh 
Corey, Christian 
Donaldson, Eva England, 
Ivie Lapointe, Melissa 
McMillen, Lily Nguyen, 
Kailey O’Neil, Lucas 
Ogasahara, Abdoul 
Aziz Salim Ouedraogo, 
Michael Quitadamo, 
Drassan Simon

Millville: Danielle 
Zaloudek

North Brookfield: 
Kristina Blankenship, 
Marisa Dunphe, Valeria 
Gimenez Fandino, Kyle 
Pagnoni

North Grafton: 
Franklin Burkey, Riley 
Cass, Ella Gulledge, 
Nathan Jewers, Rabia 
Mateen, Brooke Nyren, 
Julia Pampalone, 
Christopher Whisenant

North Oxford: Antony 
Bradford, Nicole Dayutis, 
Julianna Marcoux

Northbridge: Aaron 
Bishop, Kyran Bishop, 
Krystal Bonafilia, Sarah 
Bowen-Catlin, Katrina 
Havey, Octavia Zahoruiko, 
Anthony Zanca

Oxford: Samantha 
Balko, Nina Cardoni, 
Alexandra Chumsae, 
Tommy Estevez, Wilfrid 
Fotso Tasse, Ariana 
Gelardi, Jennifer Gum, 
Kimberly Lindsey, Ellie 
Makowiecki, Brady 
Parmentier, Nicholas 
Rawson, Kelly Ritchie, 

Jared Torosian
Rochdale: Isabelle 

Maynard
South Grafton: 

Nicholas Carter, Nahum 
E c h e v a r r i a - J o r d a n , 
Anthony Fisher, Tiffany 
Maynard, Nicole Parella, 
Joseph Salib, Joshua 
Steinbrecher

Southbridge: Kristina 
Bachand, Mikayla 
Battaglia, Kasey 
Chickering, Joseph 
Clem, Christina Crosby, 
Caitlyn Deliddo, Yarielis 
Diaz, Kelaia Espinoza, 
Margaret Githui, 
Scarlet Guzman Gil, 
Catherine Hamblin, 
Rhiannon Hogan, 
Denise Inthirathvongsy, 
Hilary Lapan, Hilda 
Maldonado, Caleb Powell, 
Jose Quinones, Mayra 
Ramsey, Milady Rentas, 
Alexa Rivera, Luzyvette 
Sagastibelza-Lopez

Spencer: Engy 
Abdelmasih, Caitlyn 
Berthiaume, Katherine 
Boria, Melissa Consiglio, 
Sarah Decker, Ashton 
Evans, Gary Janke, 
Mary Kagotho-Saydee, 
Matthew LaBaire, 
Eric Lammi, Kayla 
McQueston, Stefanie 
Natale, Halie Parham, 
Danielle Provencher, 
Michael Roy, Nathaniel 
Rybicki, Christine Shute, 
Melissa Trottier

Sturbridge: Brynlee 
Beaucage, Adam 
Mazeika, Marcus 
Przybycien, Alexander 
Starr, Josephine Tokaya

Sutton: Matthew 
Kearney

Uxbridge: Kelsey 
Brooks, Silvia Castro, 
Inna Embden, Mayra 
Marquez, Edrick Pereira, 
Joshua Plumer, Sadie 
Schultzberg, Megan 
Wingfield

Webster: Samir 
Azzaoui, Adrienne 
Chomes, Timothy 
Dziedzic, Jennifer 
Gardner, Venusie 
Gonzalez, Bianca Grenon, 
Kerri Heenan, Nichole 
Lambert, Garrett Mann, 
Justice Minka, Jacob 
Mobley, Lays Napoli, 
Samantha Nelligan, 
Clayton O’Connor, 
Lukasz Perzan, Trisha 
Powers, Heather Quinn, 
Elena Ralph, Bianca 
Ramos, Dayna Riley, 
Christian Rivera Sierra, 
Mariah Rivera, Yarie 
Rivera, Patricia Rose, 
Jinson Salazar, Janice 
Serrano, Justin Smith, 
Maria Verdejo, Panagiotis 
Vlahos, Leekha Williams, 
John Zamoider

West Brookfield: Emily 
Barrett, Israel Hickey, 
Karlie Mason, Heath 
Swope

West Upton: Catherine 
Aviles, Gianna Dowd, 
Kendal Rodriguez

Whitinsville: Cameron 
Deforest, Randy Diaz, 
Travis Gould, Emily 
LaFleur, Amy Mikulecky, 
Joshua Pinoos, Erin 
Vierck

LocaL students 
named to assumption 

dean’s List
WORCESTER — Assumption University has 

announced that Julianne Sutherland of  Uxbridge, 
Class of  2023; Jillian Johnson of  Holland, Class of  
2024; and Danisa Melendez of  Southbridge, Class of  
2024 have been named to the University’s Dean’s List 
for the spring 2023 semester. Students named to the 
Dean’s List must achieve a grade point average of  3.5 
for a five-class, 15-credit semester to be included on the 
prestigious list, which is announced at the completion 
of  the fall and spring semesters. 

“Earning the right to be named to the Assumption 
University’s Dean’s List is an extraordinary accom-
plishment and we congratulate those students who 
demonstrated exemplary academic excellence this 
semester,” said Assumption University President Greg 
Weiner, Ph.D. “These students have demonstrated a 
deep commitment to the pursuit of  truth in the com-
pany of  friends that lies at the heart of  the Catholic 
liberal education Assumption provides.”

Assumption University, founded in 1904 by the 
Augustinians of  the Assumption, is a premier New 
England University for high-quality education, inte-
grating career preparation and education of  the whole 
person, drawing upon the best in the rich and cen-
turies-long tradition of  Catholic higher education. 
Assumption’s graduates are known for their intel-
lectual seriousness, thoughtful citizenship, and ded-
ication to the common good. Located in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, Assumption has undergone a series 
of  major advancements since transitioning to a uni-
versity, including new academic buildings, degree pro-
grams, and athletic facilities for our NCAA Division 
II student athlete population. The University offers 
38 majors and 50 minors in the liberal arts, sciences, 
business, nursing, and professional studies, and other 
areas, as well as graduate degrees and professional 
credentials. For more information about Assumption 
University, please visit www.assumption.edu.

Qcc announces dean and merit Lists

Diego Garzaro of Guatemala 
named to 2023 President’s List 

at Mississippi College
CLINTON, Miss. — Diego Garzaro of  Guatemala 

Guatemala was named to the Spring 2023 President’s 
List at Mississippi College.

The Mississippi College Office of  Academic Affairs 
releases the president’s list after the close of  fall and 
spring semesters each academic year. To be eligible 
for the President’s List, a student must maintain a 4.0 
grade point average, based on a 4.0 system. The student 
must take a full course load of  at least 12 semester 
hours of  undergraduate credit with all academic cours-
es impacting their grade point average.

Mississippi College, affiliated with the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention, is a private, co-educational, 
Christian university of  liberal arts and sciences serv-
ing more than 4,100 students from approximately 35 
states and more then three dozen countries. Founded 
in 1826, MC is the oldest institution of  higher learning 
in Mississippi, one of  the largest private universities in 
the state, and America’s second-oldest Baptist college. 
MC offers 84 areas of  undergraduate study, 45 degree 
programs in graduate studies, more than 10 certificate 
programs, two educational doctoral degrees, a doctor 
of  jurisprudence, and a doctor of  professional counsel-
ing. MC seeks to be a university recognized for academ-
ic excellence and commitment to the cause of  Christ.
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial  
back to its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

IN MEMORIAM

Yvette S. Richardson (Morin)
Jan, 10, 1947-May 30, 2013

UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN
We think about you always,
We talk about you still,
you have never been forgotten,
and you never will.
We hold you close within our 
hearts,

and there you will remain,
To walk and guide us through our

lives until we meet again. 
 

Your husband, Paul,
 and children, Lisa, Tom, Derek

 and family

Charlton- Joan E. 
(Stevens) Philbrook 
77, passed away May 
22, 2023 in her home.

She was prede-
ceased by her husband 
Warren Philbrook.

Joan was born in 
Southbridge August 
23, 1945 a daughter of  

the late Ira and Grace (Latour) Stevens 
and lived in Charlton most of  her life.

She leaves a daughter Yvonne 
Coleman and her husband Ben of  
Charlton, 3 brothers, Fred Stevens 
and Willard Stevens of  Charlton, and 
Charlie Stevens of  Oakhill, Fla., 5 sis-
ters, Eva Aubin of  Worcester, Bernice 
Kirwin of  Charlton,Dora Davis of  
Charlton, Diane Leite of  Charlton and 
Deb Jones of  Oakhill,Fla.,

3 grandchildren, 8 great grandchil-
dren, and 2 great great grandchildren, 
and many nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by a brother 
Henry Stevens and sisters,Eleanor 
White, Esther Davis and Grace Sharpe.

Joan was a member of  the Wayside 
Advent Church, loved people and 
always had a smile, liked to play 
BINGO, and was affectionately known 
as the folding laundry queen.

The Calling Hours and Funeral 
Service will be Wednesday, May  31, 
2023 from 11AM-2PM at the ROBERT 
J.MILLER-CHARLTON FUNERAL 
HOME, 175 Old Worcester Rd.,

Charlton, followed by burial in  West 
Ridge Cemetery.

Joan E. Philbrook 77

Leanne M. Zukowsky Chiz, 80, passed 
away on Saturday, April 1 in Largo, 
Florida. 

She leaves behind her husband of  
nearly 20 years, Richard Chiz. Her 
first husband, Allan S Zukowsky 
Sr., passed away in 1995. She leaves 
behind her three children, Kate Lilly 
(John) of  Saint Petersburg, Florida, 
Allan S Zukowsky, Jr., of  Alpharetta, 
Georgia, and Sean Zukowsky (Dianne) 
of  Greenville, South Carolina; her sis-
ter, Nora McMenimen Godbout (Gill) 
of  Franklin, NH. She was a devoted 
Grammy to Seaver Lilly, Ryan Lilly, 
Jessica Zukowsky, Jude Zukowsky and 
Luke Zukowsky. Leanne will be missed 
by her dear friend, Roberta Pelkey of  
Lexington, MA as well as her beloved 
grand dogs, Kiki, Chilly and Piper. 
Leanne was predeceased by her broth-
er, Joseph P McMenimen.

Leanne was born in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. She was the 
daughter of  John Leo and Anna 

(Corcoran) McMenimen. She was a 
graduate of  Mount Trinity Academy 
and Curry College. She taught ele-
mentary education at MacArthur 
Elementary School in Waltham, MA, 
and Burgess Elementary School in 
Sturbridge, MA.

Leanne was an avid reader and loved 
celebrating holidays. She and Richard 
were well known for their elaborate 
golf  cart decorations. She also enjoyed 
her Thursday therapy sessions - wine 
and trivia at one of  her favorite local 
restaurants.

A funeral mass was held at Saint 
Catherine of  Siena Catholic Church, 
in Largo Florida on Tuesday, April 25 
at 11:00 AM. There are no calling hours 
and burial will be private. In lieu of  
flowers, donations be may be made to 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
Memorial Giving, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105.

Leanne M. Zukowsky Chiz, 80

OBITUARIES

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, 

PO Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550, 

or by e-mail to 
obits@stonebridgepress.news

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Renowned motivational speaker 
and entrepreneur Jim Rohn said, 
“There are times when you just 
lose; no matter what you do, it’s 
that kind of  planet.” 

You could be passionate about 
what you do, work ten-hour days, 
love your family, be honorable, 
and ultimately, you can still lose! Does 
that mean you did something wrong? 
Only sometimes.

Humans strive to comprehend the 
world, drawing patterns and expecting 
consistent outcomes. We prefer a neat 
universe where hard work and dedi-
cation lead to success. But life doesn’t 
always adhere to these rules.

As a former high school and college 
swimmer, I experienced this firsthand. 
I woke up at dawn, diving into morning 
practices before the school bell rang, 
and slipped back into the pool each 
afternoon when classes ended; I always 
smelled like chlorine and loved it.

My passion for swimming was the 
compass guiding my efforts. Yet, despite 
my dedication and undying love for the 
sport, I couldn’t compete at the elite 
level. 

What had I done wrong? In essence, 
nothing! Being a professional athlete 
just wasn’t in the cards. The realization 
stung, of  course. I mourned losing what 
I believed was my calling, grappling 
with feelings of  failure and disappoint-
ment. But then, I remembered another 
nugget of  wisdom from Jim Rohn.

Asked in one of  his lectures about 
knowing when to give up on something 
and try something new, Rohn humor-
ously replied that he knew it was time 
to change course when he ran out of  
money.

That’s a good reason. Another good 
reason is when you run out of  passion. 

I often talk about never giving up, 
never giving in, and striving to achieve 
your goal no matter the odds, and I still 
believe that, but also you need to be pas-
sionate about what you’re doing. 

I quit the swim team mid-way through 
my junior year in college. Why? I ran 
out of  passion when I realized I couldn’t 
compete as an Olympian. 

Some would say I’m a quitter, but if  
you no longer feel enthusiastic about 
your current goal, you should consid-
er a new direction. Without passion, 
sustaining your motivation is almost 

impossible. You must love what 
you do. 

The focus is not on throwing in 
the towel but actively channeling 
your energies toward more pro-
ductive pursuits.

Sometimes, you may only need 
a break; after some time away, you may 
discover your passion again. That’s 
great! Return to what you love. 

How did I lose my passion?

Despite consistent efforts, I wasn’t 
making the progress I needed to achieve 
my dream. It was only then that I real-
ized it wasn’t suitable for me. 

So, how does one know what to turn 
to next? The answer lies in uncovering 
what stirs your soul.

It is often said, “Whatever you don’t 
use, you lose.” Hence, exercising the 
ability to chase your dreams, and stir-
ring your innate desire, is crucial. 

Embracing a new direction is a deli-
cate process. After deciding to move on 
from an unfulfilled dream, don’t beat 
yourself  up reliving the past. Doing so 
can crush your new vision and dampen 
your plans. Forgive yourself; you hav-
en’t failed but are on the path to your 
true destiny.

Another reason to pursue a different 
dream is that your values change. What 
seemed like a worthy goal in the past 
may no longer align with your current 
reality. It’s imperative to ensure that 
your goals resonate with your present 
self  and not an outdated version of  you.

Life, as we all know, is an ever-chang-
ing journey - an expedition marked by 
phases of  growth, learning, and evo-
lution. As we navigate through these 
stages, our perspectives inevitably shift 
and expand, giving rise to new values, 
aspirations, and self-understanding.

Clinging onto an outdated goal is like 
adhering to a defunct map; it can lead 
you somewhere, but likely not your 
desired destination. Allow yourself  to 
revise your dreams. If  they no longer 
resonate with you, then move on.

As Jim Rohn famously stated, “If  
you don’t like where you are, move! You 
aren’t a tree.” Embrace change as your 
companion, and constantly remind 
yourself  that the journey is the desti-
nation. 

The journey is the destination

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking

W O R C E S T E R 
— President Grace Wang 
and Board of  Trustees 
Chair William Fitzgerald 
presided over Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute’s 
154th Commencement 
exercises on May 13, 
marking the first time for 
both in their respective 
positions. In her remarks, 
President Wang, who 
officially joined WPI in 
early April, applauded 
the graduates for their 
dedication, persistence, 
passion for their field of  
study, and achievements. 
“You have earned your 
place among generations 
of  exceptional WPI alum-
ni. I hope you will take 
the opportunity, as they 
did, to push boundaries, 
explore unknowns, and 
deliver a tangible and 
profound impact to the 
world.”

In his commencement 
address to undergradu-
ates titled, “Don’t Switch 
Off  Your Conscience,” 
Congressman James 
P. McGovern, who rep-
resents the Massachusetts 
second congressional dis-
trict, urged graduates not 
to forget about the moral 
and ethical consequences 
of  their work. “I ask you 
to stay true to yourself  
and the values you have 
learned at WPI. As cit-
izens of  the world, you 
have a responsibility to 
the greater good. To ask 
yourself  not only what 
is profitable, but what is 
just. To ask yourself  not 
only what is efficient, but 
what is equitable. And 
to ask yourself  not only 
what is innovative, but 
what is honorable.”

McGovern received 
an honorary doctor of  
humane letters degree 
at the event. Honorary 

degrees were also 
bestowed upon Shankar 
Balasubramanian, the 
Herchel Smith Professor 
of  Medicinal Chemistry 
at Cambridge University, 
and John T. Mollen, for-
mer chair of  WPI’s Board 
of  Trustees.

The undergraduate 
student speaker was 
Susanna Oppong, biol-
ogy and biotechnology, 
who led the graduates 
in a resounding cheer, 
“I am here because I am 
resilient!” Recalling the 
unprecedented times the 
Class of  2023 has faced, 
Oppong said “They say 
resilience is born through 
experience and I truly 
believe that the resilience 
of  our generation has 
come from the situations 
we have endured as stu-
dents and how we have 
gathered as a community 
to advocate for them. We 
have broken through the 
stereotypes given to our 
generation and created 
the definition of  our des-
tiny.”

The following students 
were bestowed degrees:

Zenia Alarcon of  
Charlton, majored in 
Mechanical Engineering

Emily Frick of  
Uxbridge, majored in 
Biomedical Engineering

Bridget Redgate of  
Uxbridge, majored in 
Computer Science

Kali Sander of  
Uxbridge, majored 
in Environmental 
Engineering

Hannah Smith of  
Uxbridge, majored 
in Biology and 
Biotechnology

Bradley Sprunger of  
Uxbridge, majored in 
Mechanical Engineering

Ryan Kievra of  Holland 
majored in Robotics 

Engineering
Stefanie Beaudry of  

Southbridge majored 
in Architectural 
Engineering

About Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute

WPI, a global leader in 
project-based learning, 
is a distinctive, top-tier 
technological university 
founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students 
learn most effectively 
by applying the theo-
ry learned in the class-
room to the practice of  
solving real-world prob-
lems. Recognized by the 
National Academy of  
Engineering with the 
2016 Bernard M. Gordon 
Prize for Innovation 
in Engineering and 
Technology Education, 
WPI’s pioneering proj-
ect-based curriculum 
engages undergraduates 
in solving important sci-
entific, technological, 
and societal problems 
throughout their educa-
tion and at more than 50 
project centers around 
the world. WPI offers 
more than 70 bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral 
degree programs across 
18 academic departments 
in science, engineering, 
technology, business, 
the social sciences, and 
the humanities and arts. 
Its faculty and students 
pursue groundbreaking 
research to meet ongo-
ing challenges in health 
and biotechnology; robot-
ics and the internet of  
things; advanced materi-
als and manufacturing; 
cyber, data, and security 
systems; learning sci-
ence; and more. www.wpi.
edu

Local residents receive 
degrees at WPI’s 154th 

undergraduate commencement
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Town of Brimfield
Highway Department

Request for Bids
Various Road Materials, Equipment 
Rentals, and Bituminous Concrete 

Type-I for Fiscal Year 2024
Sealed bids, appropriately marked, will 
be received no later than Tuesday June 
13, 2023, by 
1:30 PM. Sealed bids will be publicly 
opened and read on Tuesday June 13, 
2023 at 2:00 p.m. in the Brimfield Town 
Hall Annex, 23 Main Street, Brimfield, 
MA. The following items that will be 
purchased for Fiscal Year 2024 will be 
awarded by the Board of Selectmen at 
their duly posted meeting on June 20, 
2023:
I. Various Road Materials
II. Equipment Rental with Operator 
III.Bituminous Concrete – Type I
Bid specifications will be available for 
pickup beginning Monday May 22, 2023 
at the Brimfield Highway Department, 
34B Wales Road, Brimfield, MA from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday or by emailing the Chief 
Procurement Officer at selectboard@
brimfieldma.org. Questions with regard 
to various locations and other matters 
relative to this bid are to be posed to 
the Brimfield Highway Surveyor, Zach-
ary Lemieux at the Brimfield Highway 
Department at 413-245-4103.
Envelopes must be clearly marked 
as stated on the Bid Sheet with Item 
and Number and include the date 
and time of the bid opening.  Where 
required, bids must indicate a single 
square yard multiplier (dollar amount 
per square yard) on the appropriate bid 
form attached.
Bituminous Concrete-Type I bids must 
indicate all prices, both pick up at plant 
(not more than 15 miles of the Brimfield 
Highway Garage, 34B Wales Rd) and 
to be delivered to the Town of Brimfield, 
Town Yard, or to the job location in the 
Town of Brimfield.  Bids shall include 
the current period price (April 2023) 
of $660 per ton for liquid asphalt.  The 
price adjustment of hot mix asphalt 
mixtures containing liquid asphalt shall 
apply as per scheduled posted on Mas-
sachusetts Highway Department web-
site: www.mass.gov/mhd and “Special 
Provisions” as attached.  
MassDOT prequalification of contrac-
tors with the class of work as, PAVE-
MENT – SURFACING, for the project 
with an estimated value of $150,000.00 
will be required.” Bids should be sub-
mitted using the April 2023 Period 
Price of liquid asphalt. NOTE: Award is 
subject to the Fiscal Year 2024 Chapter 
90 appropriation and release. A bid de-
posit of 5% of the total price bid must 
be submitted.
Prevailing Wage Rates have been es-
tablished by the Department of Labor 
and Industries under the provision of 
Chapter 149, M.G.L., Section 26-27D.  
Bids submitted for Bituminous Con-
crete -Type I, are subject to the provi-
sions of General Laws, Chap 534, 30B, 
Section 30M inclusive as amended, 
(Public Works Construction).
All work/items must meet Massachu-
setts Department of Transportation, 
highway standards specifications.  
Executed Certificates of Non-Collusion 
and Tax Compliance (attached) and 
Corporate Authority must be included 
in all bid submissions. Bids received 
without the executed certificates will 
not be considered.  
Minority percentage rate must not be 
less than 5%.
Duration of the bid contract is July 1, 
2023 through June 30, 2024; other-
wise, please state on bid sheet any 
exceptions.
Payment terms:  Net term, 30 days.
The Select Board reserves the right 
to reject any and/or all bids, or, accept 
that bid deemed to be in the best inter-
est of the Town of Brimfield.
Zachary Lemieux
Highway Surveyor
Town of Brimfield
Brimfield, MA  01010
(413) 245-4103
May 26, 2023
June 2, 2023

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on June 14, 2023, at 
7PM on the application Drew Hirtle.
The applicant has submitted a Request 
for Determination of Applicability for 
the installation of an above ground 
pool within 40ft of BVW. The project 
location is: 6 Timber Heights, Charlton, 

MA 01507
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who wish 
to participate can access the meeting 
remotely, via Zoom Conferencing by 
calling 1-646 558 8656 and using 
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode 
458971 or using the link below https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89298980343?pw
d=VjlMZGlhUGRnYzRkR1c2eTJTL3l
WZz09
Copies of the Request for Determination 
of Applicability may be examined 
electronically by visiting this Website: 
https://www.townofcharlton.net/262/
Conservation-Commission
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
June 1, 2023

TOWN OF BRIMFIELD
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Request for Bids
FY2024 Heating Oil, Diesel, Gaso-

line and Boiler Maintenance 
Sealed bids, appropriately marked, will 
be received by Monday June 13, 2023 
at 1:00PM. Sealed bids will be public-
ly opened and read on Monday, June 
13, 2023 at 1:15 p.m. in the Brimfield 
Town Hall, 21 Main Street, Brimfield, 
MA. The following items for Fiscal Year 
2024 will be awarded by the Select 
Board on Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at 
their duly posted meeting. 
1. Fuels:  *Must hold an Ultimate 
Vendor’s License
Heating Fuel 1,000-gallon capacity
Diesel – Ultra Low Sulphur
  2,000-gallon capacity
Gasoline – Unleaded 
  2,000-gallon capacity
Boiler Maintenance     See Below*     
*Boiler Maintenance:  The Town of 
Brimfield has a total of four (4) fur-
naces/boiler systems in its municipal 
buildings (Town Hall, Town Hall Annex 
Building and Library) that require annu-
al cleaning and periodic repairs.  Bids 
are to include the per hourly labor rate 
for this work.  Materials will be paid for 
as necessary. 
The Town of Brimfield will consider 
bids based only upon “mark up over 
daily rack price”   
Bid specifications will be available for 
pickup beginning May 22, 2023 at the 
Brimfield Highway Department, 34B 
Wales Road, Brimfield, MA from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 
or by emailing the Select Board’s Of-
fice at selectboard@brimfieldma.org. 
Questions with regard to other matters 
relative to this bid should be directed to 
the Brimfield Highway Surveyor, Zach 
Lemieux at 413-245-4103 or by email 
at highway@brimfieldma.org. 
Envelopes must be clearly marked 
FY2024 Heating Oil, Diesel, Gaso-
line, and Boiler Maintenance with 
bid opening date.  All bids must be 
submitted on the Town of Brimfield 
Bid form (included in bid packet).  No 
bids will be accepted after the time and 
date specified. Executed Certificates 
of Non-Collusion and Tax Compliance 
(attached) and Corporate Authority 
MUST be included in all bid submis-
sions.  Bids received without executed 
certificates will not be considered. 
Duration of bid is for Fiscal Year 2024; 
otherwise, please state on bid sheet 
any exceptions.   Payment Terms:  Net 
term, 30 days.   
Prevailing Wage Rates have been es-
tablished by the Department of Labor 
and Industries under the provisions of 
provisions of Chapter 149, M.G.L., sec-
tion 26-27D.  Bids submitted for heating 
oil, diesel and gasoline are subject to 
the provisions of the Prevailing Wage 
law where applicable.
The Select Board reserves the right to 
reject any and/or all bids or accept that 
bid deemed to be in the best interest of 
the Town of Brimfield.
Zachary Lemieux
Highway Surveyor
Brimfield, MA  01010
(413) 245-4103
May 26, 2023
June 2, 2023

  SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by

Cruise Control Transportation Inc.  
Pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c. 
255, Section 39A. that on or after June 
9,2023 at Cruise Control Transportation 
Inc. the following motor vehicle/s will 
be sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for stor-
age, towing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said vehicle

2010 Lexus Rx 350
VIN: 2T2BK1BA9AC017882

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :   
Marlmar Associates LLC  
80 Davids Dr ,Suite 200

Hauppauge New York ,11788
June 2, 2023
June 9, 2023
June 16, 2023

Town of Brimfield
Conservation Commission

Public Hearing Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation 
Commission will hold a public meeting 
on Wednesday June 14, 2023, 
at 7:00 PM to review a Notice of 
Intent submitted by J&P Engineering 
Services, c/o Jackamo Baldina. The 
Notice of Intent is requesting to 
construct a single-family dwelling with 
on-site septic system, well, driveway, 
lawn, associated grading and to raze 
and remove existing structure in 
the 100’ buffer zone of a bordering 
vegetated wetland.
Project Location: 85 Hollow Road, 
Brimfield, MA (Assessor’s Map 18-14)
Meeting Location: Public Participation 
will be In-Person at the Town Hall at 21 
Main Street in Brimfield, MA 01010 at 
7:00 PM.
Any person(s) interested or wishing to 
be heard on this request should appear 
at the time and place designated. A 
copy of the permit application and 
plan may be inspected at the Brimfield 
Town Annex in the Conservation 
Commission Office, Salisbury Annex 
Building, 2nd Floor, 23 Main Street, 
Brimfield, MA 01010 or contact the 
office at 413-245-4100 ext. 1101.
Roger deBruyn & Joseph Venezia 
Co-Chairs
05/22/2023
CC: Board of Health
Planning Board
June 1, 2023

Sturbridge Planning Board
Public Hearing

Application for Site Plan Approval
Michael Ciesla, Trustee

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, June 27, 2023 at 6:45 PM 
in the Center Office Building located 
at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 
01566 and/or by virtual means if 
circumstances warrant, in accordance 
with applicable law; on the application 
of the Michael Ciesla, Trustee for the 
property located at 150 Charlton Road.
The applicant requests Site Plan 
Approval as required by the Sturbridge 
Zoning Bylaw Article XIX, Site Plan 
Review to allow the construction 
of an 8,000 square foot industrial 
building anticipated to be occupied 
by a designer/manufacturer or 
similar industrial use and related site 
improvements at 150 Charlton Road, 
Sturbridge as shown on the plans and 
materials submitted.
A copy of the site plan and application 
can be inspected on the Sturbridge 
Town Website at https://www.
sturbridge.gov/planning-board/pages/
recent-filings or arrangements can be 
made to view the application packet 
by contacting the Sturbridge Planning 
Department at (508) 347-2508 or by 
email at jlacy@sturbridge.gov.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting will be conducted 
in person and may be conducted via 
remote means if circumstance warrant, 
in accordance with applicable law. This 
means that members of the public 
body as well as members of the public 
may access this meeting in person, or 
via virtual means.
ht tps: / /g lobal .gotomeet ing.com/
join/472675877
Every effort will be made to ensure 
that the public can adequately access 
the proceedings in real time, via 
technological means. In the event that 
we are unable to do so, despite best 
efforts, we will post of the Town’s 
website an audio or video recording, 
transcript, or other comprehensive 
record of the proceedings as soon as 
possible after the meeting.
Charles Blanchard
Chairperson
June 1, 2023
June 8, 2023

Public Meeting Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation 
Commission will hold a public meeting 
on Wednesday, June 14, 2023 at 7:00 

pm to review a Request for Determina-
tion of Applicability (RDA) permit ap-
plication submitted by Jen & Dwayne 
Johnson to determine if the proposed 
project for a installing a culvert pipe to 
cross the hydraulic connection running 
across this frontage at 88 5 Bridge 
Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 (Asses-
sor’s Map: 16A-A-7.11) is subject to the 
Wetlands Protection Act (as amended). 
Project location:  88 5 Bridge Road, 
Brimfield, MA (Assessor’s Map: 5A-B-
7)
Meeting Location:  Public Participation 
will be In-Person at Brimfield Town Hall, 
21 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010. 
Roger deBruyn & Joseph Venezia, 
Brimfield Conservation Commission 
Co-Chairs
04/26/2023
CC:  Board of Health
Planning Board
May 11, 2023
June 1, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
 and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. W023C0277CA 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:

Marie Monique Therese Cantara
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by Marie Monique 
Therese Cantara of Sturbridge MA
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to: 
Monique Therese Cantara

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purpos-
es of objecting to the petition by 
filing an appearance at: Worcester 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
06/13/2023. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, HON. LEILAH A KEAMY, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 17, 2023
Stephanie K. Fattman, Register of 
Probate 
June 1, 2023

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
AND 

STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS
“General Contractor and 

Subcontractors Prequalification”
for the Southbridge 
Fire Station Project

The Town of Southbridge is hereby 
soliciting responses to the “Request 
for Qualifications and Statement of 
Qualifications” in conjunction with the 
prequalification of General Contractors 
and Filed Subcontractors for the 
construction of the Southbridge Fire 
Station Project. The prequalification 
process is being conducted in accord-
ance with 810 CMR §§9.00 and 10.00 
and pursuant to M.G.L. c. 149, §§44A 
through 44J and invites qualified con-
tractors to submit responses to the 
RFQ.
 The guidelines may be obtained on 
or after May 31, 2023 by contacting 
the Owner’s Project Manager, Pomroy 
Associates LLC, PO Box 445, East 
Bridgewater MA 02333, c/o Richard 
Pomroy via e-mail at rpomroy@
PomroyAssociates.com.
 An original, one (1) copy and one 
(1) electronic version of the respons-
es to the “Request for Qualifications 
and Statement of Qualifications” 
must be submitted with all infor-
mation as required in the “Request 
for Qualifications and Statement of 
Qualifications”.
Responses must be submitted in a 
sealed envelope and must be labeled 
on the outside as: “General Contractor 
and Subcontractor Prequalification 
for the Southbridge Fire Station 
Project”, and delivered to:
Town of Southbridge
c/o Interim Town Manager
41 Elm Street
Southbridge, MA 02072
Complete proposal packages must 
be received at the above address 
by:
Date:   June 21, 2023
Time:  2:00 pm Eastern Standard 
Time
All proposals received after the stat-
ed opening date and time will be 
judged to be unacceptable and will 
be returned unopened to the send-
er.  No facsimile or e-mail delivery 
of proposals is permitted.
June 1, 2023

LEGALS

For Legal Advertising Information, Call 508-909-4127 
 email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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Visit our Web site 
(charltonlibrary.org) for a 
full listing of  programs 
and events.

Summer Reading 
Program @ Charlton 
Public Library

Starts Tuesday, June 20 
and runs through Friday, 
August 11

The 2023 Summer 
Reading Program theme 
is “Find Your Voice!” We 
have programs for all 
ages, so stop in starting 
on June 20th and sign up 
to participate and win 
some fun prizes! More 
information about how 
the program works is on 
our website (charltonli-
brary.org).

PROGRAMS FOR 
ADULTS

Movies @ The Library
All showings are on 

Tuesdays at 1:00 & 5:30 in 
Dexter Hall. No registra-
tion. Free popcorn!

June 6 : 80 FOR BRADY 
starring Lily Tomlin & 
Jane Fonda. 2023; PG 13; 1

June 13 : PLANE star-
ring Gerard Butler. 2023; 
R; 1 hr 47 min.

June 20 : EVERYTHING 
EVERYWHERE ALL AT 
ONCE starring Michelle 
Yeoh. 2022; R; 2 hrs 19 min

June 27 : COCAINE 
BEAR starring Keri 
Russell. 2023; R; 1 hr 35 
min.

Silver Needles Knit & 
Crochet Group

Thursdays from 1:00-
3:00 - Upstairs Reading 
Room

Bring your current 
project and relax with 
friends while taking in 
the view in the upstairs 
reading room. All are 
welcome, regardless of  
skill level; no registration 
required.

Charlton’s History 
Through Documents 
and Photographs - 
Presentation by Frank 
Morrill

Thursday, June 1, 
6:00-7:30 - Dexter Hall - 
Registration Requested

The Charlton Library 
Genealogy Group wel-
comes local historian, 
author, and current 
President of  the Charlton 
Historical Society, Frank 
Morrill, for a presenta-
tion on the history of  
Charlton, followed by a 
question and answer 
period. Sponsored by 
Friends of  Charlton 
Public Library.

Better Read Than Dead 
Book Club - BLOOD 
BROTHERS by Anne 
Bird

Tuesday, June 6, 6:00-
7:00 & Wednesday, June 
7, 11:00-12:00 - Sibley 
Reading Area (Upstairs)

Join true crime afi-
cionados Deb and Susan 
on the first Tuesday and 
Wednesday of  every 
month. Books available 
from circulation prior to 
discussion. Registration 
is requested but not 
required.

Book Discussion - A 
WALK IN THE WOODS 
by Bill Bryson

Thursday, June 8, 6:00-
7:00 - Local History Room 
(and via Zoom)

Books are available for 
checkout at the adult cir-
culation desk one month 
prior to discussion.  The 
group meets in person in 
the Local History Room 
and via Zoom (see link in 
event calendar listing). 

Community Yoga
Saturday, June 10,  8:30-

9:30 - MAYNARD FIELD
All ages and levels 

are welcome. Children 
under age 5 must have 
a caregiver with them at 
all times. Wear comfort-
able clothing and please 
bring your own yoga mat. 
Registration required.

The Alzheimer’s 
Support Network 
Caregiver Support Group

Thursday, June 15, 
6:00-7:30 - Community 
Meeting Room - No regis-
tration required.

This group offers 
information, resources, 
and strategies specific 
to caring for someone 
with Alzheimer’s and 
other Dementias along 
with support for transi-
tioning to different care 
settings. Co-sponsored 
by Tri-Valley as part 
of  Dementia Friendly 
Charlton.

Charlton K-9 Unit 
Demonstration

Wednesday, June 21, 
11:00-12:00 - Maynard 
Field - No registration

Join us as we welcome 
Charlton’s K-9 Unit, 
Officer Gaylord & K-9 
Dozer for a fun and infor-
mative demonstration. 
All ages welcome! This 
event will be held outside 
on Memorial Field.

Death Cafe
Wednesday, June 21, 

1:00-3:00 - Dexter Hall - No 
Registration

We gather, eat cake, 
drink tea or coffee, and 
enjoy open-minded con-
versation about dying 
and death. It’s not a 
bereavement session, and 
you are welcome to share 
as much or as little as you 
wish. Questions? Email 
kwalker4@mac.com.

CULE- Charlton 
Ukulele League & 
Ensemble

Thursday, June 22, 
6:00-7:30 - Community 
Meeting Room

A fun, low stress way 
for adults 18+ to learn 
music together, guided by 
experienced musicians. 
Any questions? Email 
Rich at Cule5632@gmail.
com

Dementia Friendly 
Charlton Information 
Session

Thursday, June 22, 6:00-
7:30 - Dexter Hall - No 
registration

Learn about Dementia 
Friendly Charlton 
and Dementia Friends 
Massachusetts. The 
session will be led 
by Dementia Friend 
Champions Beth Posner-
Waldron and Gina 
Metras. Refreshments 
will be provided by the 
Alzheimer’s Support 
Network.

Critical Thinking 
Discussion Group - The 
Analects by Confucius

Friday, June 23, 1:00-
2:00 - Sibley Reading 
Area (Main Floor) - No 
Registration

Keep your brain in 
good shape! Join the dis-
cussion and then pick up 
the next months’ mate-
rials at the same time. 
This group is led by local 
scholar David Schiller. 
No experience with crit-
ical thinking discussion 
groups is necessary. 
Question? Email saga3@
charter.net.

Senator Ryan Fattman 
Office Hours

Wednesday, June 28, 
2:30-3:30 - Local History 
Room - No registration

Deputy District 
Director of  Senator 
Fattman’s Office, 
Amanda Hellyar, will 
field inquiries about 
issues with state agen-
cies, and assist with 
referrals to federal part-
ners. Should you need 
an appointment outside 
of  the published hours, 
please email amanda.
hellyar@masenate.gov.

Hummingbird Magnet 
Porch Pot Workshop with 
Bemis Farm

Thursday, June 29, 6:00-
7:30 - Reading Garden/
Community Meeting 
Room - Registration 
required

Tina will lead par-
ticipants in making a 
hummingbird magnet 
porch pot. We have lim-
ited spots available for 
this workshop, so reg-
istration is required. 
REGISTRATION FOR 
THIS PROGRAM WILL 
OPEN ON JUNE 2 AT 
4:00PM.

PROGRAMS FOR 
YOUTH

Young Scientists Stem 
Class 

Thursday, June 1, 10:00 
- 10:45 - Story Time Room - 
Registration required.

Join us for a “Young 
Scientists” series facilitat-
ed by STEM Beginnings. 
Children, ages 3-6, with 
a parent/caregiver, will 
learn STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
and Math) concepts 
through hands-on activ-
ities, storytime, and 
simple experiments. 
Parents/ caregivers 
are encouraged to help 
their child and join in 
the fun. Space is limited 
to 12 children, ages 3-6. 
This series is sponsored 
by the YMCA Family & 
Community Partnership 
(YFCP), a Massachusetts 
Coordinated Family & 
Community Engagement 
(CFCE) Grant funded by 
the Department of  Early 
Education and Care and 
awarded to the YMCA of  
Central Massachusetts. 

Lego Club
Fridays, 3:00-4:30 - Story 

Time Room - No registra-
tion required

Join your friends and 
build a Lego creation! 
Try out our weekly chal-
lenge or make up your 
own design. 

Best for ages 5 -12. Lego 
creations must remain at 
the library, but may be 
displayed until the next 
class. Parents/Guardians 
are responsible for mon-

itoring their children 
while they are in the 
room. A staff  member 
or teen volunteer may be 
present, but the program 
is not facilitated by an 
instructor.

Wiggles & Giggles
Wednesdays, June 7 

& 14, 10:30—11:30 AM - 
Community Meeting 
Room - Registration 
required

Children, ages 2-5, with 
a parent/caregiver, will 
sing, move, play musi-
cal instruments, learn 
rhythm and listen to sto-
ries in this FREE series 
facilitated by music 
teacher Laine Hanlon! 
“Wiggles & Giggles” 
fosters physical, cog-
nitive, social and emo-
tional learning through 
music and motion. This 
series is sponsored by 
the YMCA Family & 
Community Partnership 
(YFCP) and hosted by the 
Charlton Public Library. 
YFCP is a Massachusetts 
Coordinated Family & 
Community Engagement 
(CFCE) grant funded by 
the Department of  Early 
Education & Care and 
awarded to the YMCA of  
Central Massachusetts.

Pride Buttons!
Wednesday, June 7, 

3:00-4:30 - Teen Space - No 
registration required

Make your own Pride-
themed and/or pronoun 
buttons with our brand-
new button maker! We’ll 
have pre-printed images 
to use or you can create 
your own. 

Tiny Tots @ Night
Thursday, June 8, 6:00-

6:30 - Story Time Room - 
Registration required.

This is an evening ver-
sion of  our Tiny Tots pro-
gram! Best for ages infant 
through 3. Includes songs, 
rhymes, music, books & 
free play! 

Pre-K Yoga with Linda 
Davis

Friday, June 9, 9:45-
10:15 - Dexter Hall - 
Registration required

This class is for ages 
2.5 - 5 years. Caregivers 
must be present during 
the class. Please have 
children wear comfort-
able clothing and bring a 
yoga mat.

Author Storytime with 
Sarah Prager

Monday, June 12, 10:00-
10:30 - Story Time Room 
- No registration required

Join author Sarah 
Prager as she shares 
fascinating stories from 
LGBTQ+ history you’ve 
never heard before. We’ll 
learn why LGBTQ+ mat-
ters, how far back it goes, 
how it has shaped the 
world, and who some of  
the most interesting indi-
viduals from it are. Sarah 
is the author of  four 
books on LGBTQ+ his-
tory: Queer, There, and 
Everywhere, Rainbow 
Revolutionaries, Kind 
Like Marsha, and A 
Child’s Introduction to 
Pride. Sarah will be read-
ing her children’s book, 
Kind Like Marsha, and 

will be signing and sell-
ing books. All ages are 
welcome to attend! 

Middle Grade Book 
Club

Monday, June 12, 4:00-
4:30 - Story Time Room 
- No registration required

Join us for our next 
meeting! This month we 
will discuss A Wrinkle 
in Time by Madeleine 
L’Engle.

Visit the library to pick 
up a copy or order the 
book online through the 
C/WMars Catalog.

Open Play for Babies 
(0-12 months)

Tuesday, June 13, 11:00-
11:45 - Story Time Room 
- No registration required

Meet up with other 
babies & caregivers in a 
quiet environment. Age-
appropriate toys will be 
available to play with. 
This program is for care-
givers with babies ages 
0-12 (non-walkers) only, 
please!

Tween Graphic Novel 
Book Club - Sort of  Super 
by Eric Gapstur

Tuesday, June 13, 5:00-
5:30 - Story Time Room - 
Registration required

Join us to talk about 
why we love graphic nov-
els and do some fun activ-
ities! Best for ages 9-13. 
Read the book before the 
meeting so we can talk 
about it! Pick up a copy of  
the book at the Children’s 
Circulation desk. 

Paint a Pride Rock!
Wednesday, June 14, 

3:00-4:30 - Teen Space - No 
registration required

Join us in the Teen 
Space to paint some 
Pride-themed rocks! We’ll 
be using paint markers 
& sharpies to make our 
designs. This program is 
for tweens & teens only. 

Creative Writing for 
Teens

Tuesday, June 20, 3:30-
4:15 - Community Meeting 
Room - Registration 
required

This writing group 
is for those ages 11-18. 
Writing prompts, share 
your work (optional!), 
book discussion, try out 
different writing styles, 
and learn about writ-
ing - all in a safe and 
encouraging environ-
ment! Registration is for 
the entire series. Email 
Molly with questions: 
mgarlick@cwmars.org

Teen Advisory Board
Wednesday, June 21, 

3:45-4:30 - Teen Space - 
Registration required

Meet up to discuss 
Teen Programming for 
the library and earn an 
hour of  community ser-
vice (yes, for 45 minutes!) 
We’ll also have a different 
craft or activity to do at 
each meeting. For grades 
5-12. 

Sensory Storytime
Thursday, June 22, 6:00-

6:45 - Story Time Room - 
Registration required

Explore books, music, 
movement, and play in a 
sensory-friendly setting. 
Designed for children 
ages 4-10 of  all abili-
ties, particularly those 

who are on the autism 
spectrum, have sensory 
processing challenges, 
struggle in large groups, 
or have other special 
needs. Younger and older 
children and siblings of  
attendees are welcome!

Tiny Tots Storytime
Friday, June 23, 10:00-

10:30 - Story Time Room 
- No registration required

For ages 0 - 2.5 with 
a caregiver. Join Miss 
Kathy for songs, books, 
fingerplays, rhymes, and 
free play! 

Movin’ On Up Puppet 
Show with Tom Knight

Monday, June 26, 
10:00-11:00 - Dexter Hall - 
Registration required

A FREE Musical 
Puppet Show for chil-
dren transitioning to 
preschool, kindergar-
ten, and first grade in 
Fall 2023. Families with 
children, ages 3-6, will 
enjoy songs, movement, 
and laughs with Tom 
Knight and his puppet 
pals. Every registered 
child will receive a book 
to take home. Sponsored 
by YMCA Family & 
Community Partnership 
(YFCP), a Massachusetts 
Coordinated Family and 
Community Engagement 
(CFCE) grant funded by 
the Department of  Early 
Education & Care and 
awarded to the YMCA of  
Central Massachusetts.

Pride Friendship 
Bracelets!

Monday, June 26, 3:00-
4:30 - Teen Space - No reg-
istration required

Join us in the teen 
space to learn how to 
make friendship brace-
lets - make a Pride-
themed bracelet or 
choose any colors you 
like! This program is for 
tweens & teens only.

Pokemon Club
Monday, June 26, 3:45-

4:30 - Story Time Room - 
Registration required

Join us for Pokemon 
Club! Enjoy a variety of  
fun Pokemon activities, 
plus try your hand at 
playing the game on our 
new play mats! For ages 
6-12.

“Grandpa and Lucy”: 
A Dementia-Friendly 
Storytime

Wednesday, June 28, 
10:00-10:30 - Story Time 
Room - Registration 
required

An interactive 
Storytime for kids and 
families to help more peo-
ple learn about dementia 
and how to live a brain-
healthy lifestyle. This 
storytime will be led by 
Miss Gina, a member 
of  Dementia Friendly 
Charlton.

David Polansky Family 
Concert

Thursday, June 29, 
10:00-11:00 - Dexter Hall - 
No registration required

Kick-off  Summer 
Reading with this fun fam-
ily concert with the leg-
endary David Polansky! 
All ages are welcome! 
Generously sponsored by 
Cornerstone Bank.

Police investigate crash in Charlton
CHARLTON — At approximately 11:21 p.m. on May 27, the Charlton Police 

Department received a report of  a motor vehicle crash on Oxford Road between 
Partridge Hill Road and Richardson Corner Road.  Emergency personnel from the 
Charlton Police Department and Charlton Fire Department responded to the area, 
where they located a single vehicle, with significant crash related damage.  The 
vehicle was found off  the surface of  the road in the wood line on Oxford Road. The 
crash resulted in serious injuries to the driver, who was the sole occupant of  the 
vehicle.

Preliminary investigation indicates that the 2012 Toyota Camry was travelling 
southeast on Oxford Road when, for reasons still under investigation, the vehicle 
left the surface of  the road, striking a tree at the wood line.

The operator, a 17-year-old Charlton resident, suffered serious injuries and was 
transported to the UMASS-Memorial Medical Center-University Campus by med-
ical helicopter.

The Charlton Fire Department, Auburn Fire Department, and Southbridge Fire 
Department responded to the scene, extricating the victim, and transporting them 
to a nearby landing zone prepared for the arrival of  a medical helicopter.  The 
Dudley Fire Department assisted with coordinating the landing zone for the med-
ical helicopter.

The remaining facts and circumstances remain under investigation by the 
Massachusetts State Police Collision Analysis and Reconstruction Section, 
Massachusetts State Police Crime Scene Services Section, and the Charlton Police 
Department.

The crash remains under investigation at this time and the scene was cleared at 
approximately 1:37 a.m.

As further information becomes available it will be made available to the press.

Gateway Players hosting auditions for “My Son 
is Crazy, But Promising”

SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway Players Theatre is hosting auditions for the hilar-
ious farce “My Son is Crazy, But Promising” by Tim Kelly. They will be held on 
Monday June 5 and Tuesday, June 6 at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall of  Elm Street 
Congregational Church, 61 Elm St. in Southbridge. Entrance is on Park Street 
(around the corner). 

Auditions will consist of  cold readings from the script and physical improv so 
dress comfortably. We are looking for actors ages 16 and above to fill six male roles 
and eight female roles. No need to sign up, just come on down and get ready to laugh!

A read through of  the script for all those cast will be on Monday June 12th and 
rehearsals (scheduled tentatively on Monday and Thursday nights) will begin on 
July 31st. Performances will be held on Oct. 6, 7, 13, 14 & 15.

Bud Granger is an eccentric Hollywood screenwriter who wants to get out of  life 
in the fast lane so he buys a termite pile of  an old lodge in the middle of  an Arizona 
desert as it is near a fabled buried treasure. He thinks he will strike it rich, but 
unfortunately for Bud the lodge is full of  nutty characters such as Cora Ames (an 
elderly lady who claims she was abducted by space aliens), Gert Witherspoon (a 
crusty, shot gun slinging hotel manager), Dimitri Jones (the world’s worst Russian 
spy), and The Whitneys (a honeymooning couple who mistake the lodge for a 5 star 
resort). More trouble arises when Bud’s mother unexpectedly arrives and there 
is a mix up involving the dead body of  a notorious mobster putting into motion a 
rollercoaster ride of  laughs.

Presented by permission through special arrangement with Concord Theatricals.
For any questions please contact the production team at dearn44@gmail.com
Director: Mikey Dearn
Producer: Lynn Boucher
Stage Manager: Gwen O’Brien

June Happenings at tHe CHarlton publiC library
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WORCESTER — A total of  2,054 
undergraduate students achieved the 
criteria required for WPI’s spring 2023 
Dean’s List. The criteria for the WPI 
Dean’s List differs from that of  most 
other universities as WPI does not 
compute a grade point average (GPA). 
Instead, WPI defines the Dean’s List by 
the amount of  work completed at the A 
level in courses and projects.

“WPI’s academic programs are rig-
orous and require a level of  indepen-
dence beyond what is required in tra-
ditional courses. WPI students work on 
open-ended problems for communities 
around the world. The problems are 
important and the impact is real” said 
Professor Arthur C. Heinricher. “Some 
of  this nation’s best and brightest stu-
dents come to WPI to study engineer-
ing and science and business and the 
humanities. Those named to the Dean’s 
List have excelled in all of  their work, 
and we are exceptionally proud of  these 
outstanding students.”

The following students were on the 
Dean’s List for Spring 2023:

Ian Grzembski of  Sturbridge, class of  
2026, majoring in Computer Science

Jack Lafond of  Sturbridge, class of  
2024, majoring in Data Science

Isabella Pabon of  Worcester, class of  
2025, majoring in Computer Science

Zenia Alarcon of  Charlton, class 
of  2023, majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering

Michaela Cluett of  Charlton, class of  
2025, majoring in Business

Maline Demers of  Uxbridge, class of  
2025, majoring in Bioinformatics and 
Computational Biology and Biology and 
Biotechnology

Jocelyn Hinchcliffe of  Uxbridge, 
class of  2025, majoring in Biology and 
Biotechnology

Ethan Lilley of  Charlton, class of  2025, 
majoring in Electrical and Computer 
Engineering

Bridget McGonagle of  Charlton, class 

of  2026, majoring in Biochemistry
Robert Mellen of  Uxbridge, class of  

2026, majoring in Robotics Engineering
Cristian Oliveira of  Uxbridge, class of  

2026, majoring in Robotics Engineering
Adam Pratt of  Uxbridge, class of  2026, 

majoring in Mechanical Engineering
Kali Sander of  Uxbridge, class of  

2023, majoring in Environmental 
Engineering

Hannah Smith of  Uxbridge, class 
of  2023, majoring in Biology and 
Biotechnology

Clarice Stumpf  of  Uxbridge, class of  
2025, majoring in Biochemistry

About Worcester Polytechnic Institute
WPI, a global leader in project-based 

learning, is a distinctive, top-tier techno-
logical university founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students learn most effec-
tively by applying the theory learned 
in the classroom to the practice of  solv-
ing real-world problems. Recognized by 
the National Academy of  Engineering 
with the 2016 Bernard M. Gordon Prize 
for Innovation in Engineering and 
Technology Education, WPI’s pioneer-
ing project-based curriculum engages 
undergraduates in solving important 
scientific, technological, and societal 
problems throughout their education 
and at more than 50 project centers 
around the world. WPI offers more than 
70 bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degree programs across 18 academic 
departments in science, engineering, 
technology, business, the social sciences, 
and the humanities and arts. Its faculty 
and students pursue groundbreaking 
research to meet ongoing challenges in 
health and biotechnology; robotics and 
the internet of  things; advanced materi-
als and manufacturing; cyber, data, and 
security systems; learning science; and 
more. www.wpi.edu

WORCESTER — All 
students at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute are 
required to complete a 
senior thesis as part of  
the university’s distinc-
tive project-based educa-
tional experience called 
the Major Qualifying 
Project (MQP), one that 
is usually team-based and 
often focuses on very spe-
cific issues or needs of  
an organization that has 
partnered with the uni-
versity to sponsor the stu-
dent’s work.

“It’s inspiring to see 
the creativity and skills 
that our students bring to 
these projects, as well as 
the professionalism with 
which they present their 
research,” says Arne 
Gericke, interim dean of  
undergraduate studies 
and director of  the Office 
of  Undergraduate 
Research. “Their experi-
ence managing a major 
project like this-includ-
ing identifying a problem 
and researching all of  the 
implications and possible 
solutions while also man-
aging team dynamics over 
an extended period of  sev-
eral months-sets them up 
well for success not only 
in their first jobs after 
graduation but through-
out their careers.”

A signature element 
of  the innovative under-
graduate experience 
at WPI, project-based 
learning offers students 
the opportunity to apply 
their scientific and tech-
nical knowledge to real 
problems that affect the 
quality of  people’s lives-
an experience that chang-
es the student and their 
world. 

In addition to providing 
tangible work experience 
that proves valuable to 
employers, MQPs often 
lead to publications in 
peer-reviewed journals, 
presentations at regional 
and national conferences, 
patents, and entrepre-
neurial ventures. Others 
become useful innova-
tions and products for 
their corporate sponsors. 

Prior to their MQP, 
students complete 
an Interactive Qualifying 
Project (IQP), usually in 
their junior year, with a 
team of  other students 
across disciplines; the 
projects may or may not 
relate to the students’ 
fields of  study and are 
sponsored by organiza-
tions across the globe to 
give students real-world 
experience address-

ing problems that lie 
at the intersection of  
science and society. 
Approximately 85% of  
WPI students complete a 
project at one of  the uni-
versity’s 50+ off-campus 
project centers located in 
more than 30 countries 
around the world.

The following students 
completed their MQP: 

Kali Sander of  Uxbridge, 
Massachusetts, major-
ing in Environmental 
Engineering, class of  
2023 completed the proj-
ect titled Stormwater 
Management &amp; 
Design in Framingham

Hannah Smith of  
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, 
majoring in Biology and 
Biotechnology, class of  
2023 completed the proj-
ect titled Estrogenic 
Effects of  OTC Promensil 
on Breast Cancer Cells

Dreya Martin of  
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, 
majoring in Biomedical 
Engineering, class of  
2023 completed the proj-
ect titled Alerting Risk 
of  ACL Injury in Female 
Horizontal Jumps

Emily Frick of  
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, 
majoring in Biomedical 
Engineering, class of  
2023 completed the proj-
ect titled A Microfluidic 
Transfection Device to 
Modify Mammalian Cells

Bradley Sprunger of  
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, 
majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering, class of  2023 
completed the project 
titled Electric Conversion 
of  a 1972 Triumph Spitfire

Zenia Alarcon of  
Charlton, Massachusetts, 
majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering, class of  
2023 completed the proj-
ect titled Simulation and 
Testing of  Stabilization 
and Assisted Walking

Ryan Kievra of  
Holland, majoring in 
Robotics Engineering, 

class of  2023, completed 
the project titled Upper 
Body Motion Mechanism

Stefanie Beaudry of  
Southbridge, major-
ing in Architectural 
Engineering, class of  
2023, completed the proj-
ect Design a net-zero and 
resilient building for 
heatwaves

About Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute

WPI, a global leader in 
project-based learning, 
is a distinctive, top-tier 
technological university 
founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students 
learn most effectively 
by applying the theo-
ry learned in the class-
room to the practice of  
solving real-world prob-
lems. Recognized by the 
National Academy of  
Engineering with the 
2016 Bernard M. Gordon 
Prize for Innovation 
in Engineering and 
Technology Education, 
WPI’s pioneering proj-
ect-based curriculum 
engages undergraduates 
in solving important sci-
entific, technological, 
and societal problems 
throughout their educa-
tion and at more than 50 
project centers around 
the world. WPI offers 
more than 70 bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral 
degree programs across 
18 academic departments 
in science, engineering, 
technology, business, 
the social sciences, and 
the humanities and arts. 
Its faculty and students 
pursue groundbreaking 
research to meet ongo-
ing challenges in health 
and biotechnology; robot-
ics and the internet of  
things; advanced materi-
als and manufacturing; 
cyber, data, and security 
systems; learning sci-
ence; and more. www.wpi.
edu

GROVE CITY, Pa. 
— Sarah Manske, a 
Elementary Education 
major at Grove City 
College from Charlton, 
has been named to 
the Dean’s List with 
Distinction for the spring 
2023 semester. Sarah 
is a 2019 graduate of  
Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School and is the 
daughter of  Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Manske (Nancy) 
from Charlton.

Sarah also graduated 
from Grove City College 
on May 20 with a Bachelor 
of  Science degree in 
Elementary Education.

Students eligible for the 
Dean’s List have a GPA of  
3.40 to 3.59; for the Dean’s 

List with Distinction a 
GPA of  3.60 to 3.84 and for 
the Dean’s List with High 
Distinction a GPA of  3.85 
to 4.0.

Grove City College (gcc.
edu) is a highly distinc-
tive, nationally ranked 
comprehensive Christian 
liberal arts college that 
equips students to pur-
sue their unique call-
ings through a Christ-
centered, academically 
excellent, and affordable 
learning and living expe-
rience. The College is 
grounded in permanent 
ideas and conservative 
values, committed to the 
foundations of  free soci-
ety, and develops leaders 
of  the highest proficiency, 

purpose, and principles 
to advance the common 
good. Established in 1876, 
the College is a pioneer 
in independent private 
education and accepts 
no federal funds. It offers 
students degrees in more 
than 60 majors on a pic-
turesque 180-acre campus 
north of  Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Accredited by the Middle 
States Commission on 
Higher Education, Grove 
City College is routine-
ly ranked as one of  the 
country’s top colleges 
by U.S. News & World 
Report, The Princeton 
Review, and others based 
on academic quality and 
superior outcomes.

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — 
Nazareth College is proud 
to announce that Dakota 
Schantz of  Sturbridge 
has been named to the 
dean’s list for the spring 
2023 semester.

A student’s grade point 
average must be at least 
3.5 or above, and they 
must complete 12 cred-
it hours of  graded work 
that semester in order to 
be included on the dean’s 
list at Nazareth.

Nazareth College 
(Nazareth University 
as of  J is an inclusive 
community of  inspired 
learners, educators, and 
changemakers who for 
nearly 100 years have 
been driven by a bold com-
mitment to action, empa-
thy, equity, and leading 
innovation for the com-
mon good. Impact expe-
riences are at the heart 
of  a Nazareth education, 
preparing each student 
to discover within them-
selves the potential to 
cultivate positive change 
in their life’s work, in 
any career field, and in 
a world that is constant-

ly evolving and infinitely 
interconnected.

Our broad academic 
offerings present a range 
of  study options typ-
ical of  big universities, 
yet achieved in our sup-
portive campus culture. 
Nearly 2,100 undergrad 
and 600 graduate students 
enroll in degree and cer-
tificate programs and 
engage in collaborative, 
transformative learning 
experiences, preparing 
them for the professions 
and society of  today and 
tomorrow. In a learning 
community that purpose-
fully integrates liberal 
arts and professional pro-
grams, Nazareth gradu-
ates launch lifetimes of  
changemaking leader-
ship in communities and 
workplaces near and far.

Nazareth College is an 
inclusive community of  
inspired learners, edu-
cators, and changemak-
ers who for nearly 100 
years have been driven 
by a bold commitment to 
action, empathy, equity, 
and leading innovation 
for the common good.

Impact experiences are 
at the heart of  a Nazareth 
education, preparing 
each student to discover 
within themselves the 
potential to cultivate pos-
itive change in their life’s 
work, in any career field, 
and in a world that is 
constantly evolving and 
infinitely interconnect-
ed. Our broad academic 
offerings present a range 
of  study options typ-
ical of  big universities, 
yet achieved in our sup-
portive campus culture. 
Nearly 2,100 undergrad 
and 600 graduate students 
enroll in degree and cer-
tificate programs and 
engage in collaborative, 
transformative learning 
experiences, preparing 
them for the professions 
and society of  today and 
tomorrow. In a learning 
community that purpose-
fully integrates liberal 
arts and professional pro-
grams, Nazareth gradu-
ates launch lifetimes of  
changemaking leader-
ship in communities and 
workplaces near and far.

REGION — The 
Quaboag Quacumquasit 
Lake Association has 
announced that the 
long-awaited alum treat-
ment targeting deep phos-

phorus-rich sediment in 
South Pond will begin on 
Monday, June 5, and con-
tinue through the week. 
The lake will be closed to 
all boating and other lake 
activities through Friday, 
June 9. 

This project is expected 
to significantly enhance 
the quality and clari-
ty of  the lake for some 
15-20 years, with dis-
tinct benefits for fish 
and other aquatic ani-
mals. The alum treat-
ment results from the 
Quacumquasit Pond 
Phosphorus Inactivation 
Project, which was 

approved and funded by 
the Federal Clean Water 
Act Section 319 Grant 
Program. The grant was 
secured by a major fund-
raising effort by QQLA 
and financial grants from 
the towns of  Brookfield, 
East Brookfield, and 
Sturbridge.

The Town of  
Sturbridge, which is man-
aging the project, is work-
ing with the Quaboag 
Quacumquasit Lake 
Association (QQLA), 
the ESS Environmental 
Group, and Solitude Lake 
Management to conduct 
the treatment.

EASTON — A total of  548 students 
processed at Stonehill College’s 72nd 
Commencement on Sunday, May 21, 
2023.

Hannah Callinan of  Uxbridge 
Ariel Goharzadeh of  Charlton 
Brooke Riccitelli of  Uxbridge 
Matthew Worthington of  Uxbridge 
About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a Catholic institu-

tion of  higher learning, was founded 
by the Congregation of  Holy Cross in 
1948. Located on the beautiful 384-acre 
campus and former estate of  Frederick 
Lothrop Ames in North Easton, 

Massachusetts, it is a community of  
scholarship and faith, anchored by a 
belief  in the inherent dignity of  each 
person.

Through more than 100 academic 
programs in the liberal arts, scienc-
es, business and pre-professional field, 
Stonehill College provides an education 
of  the highest caliber that fosters criti-
cal thinking, free inquiry and the inter-
change of  ideas for over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates the whole 
person so that each Stonehill graduate 
thinks, acts and leads with courage 
toward the creation of  a more just and 
compassionate world.

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
Southbridge Public 
Schools is delighted to 
announce the appoint-
ment of  Dr. Jose Ortiz 
as the new Principal for 
Southbridge High School, 
effective from the start of  
the 2023-2024 academic 
year. 

Ortiz, a native of  Puerto 
Rico, brings a wealth of  
experience, commitment, 
and unique perspective 
to the Southbridge com-
munity. He transitions 
to this role from his cur-
rent position as Special 
Assistant to the Receiver/
Superintendent, where he 
has been overseeing ini-
tiatives to improve chron-
ic student absenteeism 
and family engagement 
districtwide. Prior to join-
ing Southbridge Public 
Schools, Ortiz served sev-
eral years as a success-
ful principal, as well as 
a curriculum supervisor, 
ELL director, and teacher 
in the New London, New 
Britain, and Waterbury 
(Conn.) Public Schools, 
respectively, where he 
spearheaded various ini-
tiatives to boost student 
performance and commu-

nity engagement.
Interim Principal 

Robert Raines, who has 
guided the high school 
through this transitional 
period, will work close-
ly with Ortiz to ensure a 
seamless transition. 

“We are grateful for 
Mr. Raines’ dedicated 
service and leadership. 
He stepped into the 
interim role without 
hesitation providing 
leadership at a critical 
time,” said Southbridge 
Public Schools Receiver/
Superintendent Jeffrey 
A. Villar. 

Ortiz has always advo-
cated for high-needs and 
high-poverty communi-
ties, understanding the 
unique challenges they 
face. His bilingual skills 
and cultural awareness 
will help bridge the gap 
between Southbridge 
High’s diverse student 
body and staff, making 
a significant contribu-
tion to the district’s com-
mitment to fostering an 
inclusive and collabora-
tive environment.

“Dr. Ortiz is a unique-
ly skilled school leader 
with deep experience 
and strong interperson-

al skills,” says Villar. 
“He has a track record 
of  building strong rela-
tionships with students, 
families, and faculty and 
has the experience that 
the school needs now. His 
close collaboration with 
Principal Jeff  House will 
help to expand on foun-
dations established at the 
middle school.”

“I am deeply honored 
to serve as the Principal 
of  Southbridge High 
School,” said Ortiz. “I 
believe in the potential 
of  every student and the 
power of  education to 
change lives. My aim is 
to build upon the great 
work already done by the 
Southbridge community 
and to continue steer-
ing our school towards 
academic excellence, 
inclusivity, and a greater 
future.”

Ortiz earned a Ph.D. 
in Curriculum and 
Instruction and a M.A. 
in Education from the 
University of  Connecticut 
at Storrs, and a B.B.A. in 
Finance from Pontificia 
Universidad Católica, 
Puerto Rico.

Local Grove City graduate named to Dean’s List Worcester Polytechnic Institute announces 
Spring 2023 Dean’s List

Dr. Jose Ortiz named Principal of 
Southbridge High School

Worcester Polytechnic Institute students 
 complete intensive research projects

Nazareth student Dakota Schantz of 
Sturbridge earns Dean’s List honors

Stonehill College celebrates Class of 2023

South Pond treatments begin June 5

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

*Hardwood 
Floors

*1st Floor  
Familyroom

*30’ Bonus Room
* 2.5 bath
*Close to School 

and Easy  
Highway Access

DUDLEY-  FANTASTIC LOCATION  LOTS AVAILABLE- 
BUILD NOW!!!

4 Camelot Circle $599,900

CHARLTON- 12 Elliot Drive
5 Acres 

$124,900

WEBSTER- 1/2 Acre+
Water & Sewer Nearby

Rosemont Street
$80,000

HONORING THOSE 
WHO SERVED ON THIS

MEMORIAL DAY
2023

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II *  John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 Bates Point Road  

1st Time Offered! Impeccable Home! 6 Room, 3 bed-
room 2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, Master Bath.! Level Lot 
to the Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped!   $705,000

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 3 bed-
room Cape features eat in kitchen w/island, fireplace living & dining 
room. 2nd floor, 2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath!  $785,000

New listing ! “Build to Suit”
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly flat 

land, with gentle decline to waters edge. 
Sandy Shore line! Western views.

Call for a viewing!

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  Webster Lake 

Waterfront Lot 

WEBSTER - 16 BLUEBERRY LANE  

B l u e b e r r y 
Hill Scenic 
N e i g h b o r-
hood! Garri-
son Coloni-
al, 8 RMS, 4 
BRS, 2-1/2 
Baths, FR-

PL’D Family Room, 2 Car Garage $449,900

Webster Lake 
 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle & South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER- 42 EAST MAIN STREET 

Circa 1900 Cape style 3-4 BR. 1 Car Detached 
Garage. Zoned GB4 (Business)     $249,900

WEBSTER-5 SUMMIT ST
Large & Beautiful! 6 Bedroom Cape! Gently cared 
for. OFFERS 1,937+/- SF OF LIVING AREA W/6 BRS. 
LARGE 9,900 SF  LEVEL LOT, DET’D GARAGE & 
STORAGE SHED. CONVENIENT LOCATION,WALK-
ING DISTANCE TO SCHOOLS. PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
WEBSTER LAKE’S MEMORIAL BEACH !   $314,900.

WEBSTER-100 PARK AVENUE  
CUSTOM  3 bedroom Cape! 1400 +/- Sq Ft. of 

Living Area. 
Kitchen, Din-
ing room, 
Living room, 
H a r d w o o d 
Floors, 12’ 
x 12’ en-
closed porch. 
Natural Gas 

cooking Stove! Detached Garage. All on a 
14,000 Sq. Ft. Fully Landscaped Lot $325,000.     

DUDLEY - 25 BUDD DR.  
ON DEPOSIT!

Well Cared 
for 3 
Bedroom 
R a n c h ! 
G a r a g e . 
9,000 Sq. 
Ft. Lot.  

$285,000

Featured New Listing!
OXFORD - 72 OLD SOUTHBRIDGE RD

Welcome to this Unique Property! Custom Ranch Architecturally De-
signed for Entertaining! The 4.3 Acres Set Back off the Road offering 
Peace, Privacy & Tranquility !!. Wildlife!  Stone Walls & Pond Front-
age. Deck Offers both Screened in & Open Areas!  It’s Own Tiki Bar! 
Stunning Cathedral Wood Ceilings with Beams, 4 Skylights, Trapezoid 
Windows & Solid Wood Doors!!1 Level Living!! Kitchen Specifically 
planned for Large Gatherings! 24x34 Garage  $625,000

Featured New Listing!
WEBSTER - 791 SCHOOL ST 

Was “The Hubbard Estate”, Quality & Focus on Detail 
Throughout!  12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 4 baths, 2 - 1/2 baths. 
Hardwood floors, library, slate floor porch, fireplaced living 
room, solarium. Kitchen w/breakfast nook, dining room, pan-
try,  personal second stairway to upper level.  Lower level 
function room with large windows, half bath, walk-out access 
to gardens, inviting custom inground pool, tennis court. 3 car 
brick garage $824,900.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

SOLD

Jules Lusignan , Maureen Cimoch ,  T.A. King , Ellen Therrien , Adrienne James 

$1,252,000.00

1 W. Boylston St., #305, Worcester  • 508.612.1382 •  www.MesRealty.com

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk with RE/MAX Vision, 
was awarded 2022 and 2023 Emerald Level Top Pro-
ducer, which represents the top 2% in production, 
by the REALTOR Association of Central Massachu-
setts (RACM).  Top producers of the Association 
were recognized for outstanding production levels 
in real estate transactions based on dollar volume 
or units sold in the previous year.  Out of the 2,008 
active REALTOR members, only 9% of these mem-
bers qualified for these prestigious awards.  

Stolarczyk has been a member of RACM since she began her ca-
reer in 1998, and has been serving on the Professional Standards 
Committee for over 15 years.  RACM is celebrating their 100th year 
anniversary this year. 

Read what her clients are saying about their experience of buying or 
selling a property with Mary here: www.MesRealty.com. 

She can be reached at 508.612.1382.

Mary Vigliatura 
Stolarczyk

Broker

REAL ESTATE

David Macharia

 
CHARLTON — “I have 

a great sense of  responsi-
bility. I strive to improve 
the quality of  life of  all 
residents,” said David 
Macharia, a licensed 

practical nurse and 
a 2019 alumnus of  Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy.

Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, 
CRRN, Academy Director 
at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy, is 
grateful for Macharia’s 
sharing updates of  his 
nursing journey.

“David is caring, atten-
tive, patient and gra-
cious, and he does it all 
with utmost humility,” 
Bolandrina, explained. 

“He was equally atten-
tive when he was a stu-
dent at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy. With 
all the nurse burn-
out, especially during 
COVID, it’s refreshing 
to see a nurse maintain 
being patient-focused,” 

Bolandrina, added.
Macharia’s care, lead-

ership, and demeanor are 
what have made him a 
top nurse, well-suited for 
the resident care manag-
er position.

When Macharia 
graduated from Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, his dream to 
become a nurse became a 
reality after successfully 
passing the NCLEX-PN 
on his first try. He initial-
ly worked at Benchmark 
Senior Living in 
Worcester, but his family 
moved to Spokane, WA. 
So Macharia moved as 
well, landing a position 
at Columbia Crest Center 
in Moses Lake, WA. But 
all that time, he had the 
leadership roles on the 
horizon.

His mother, who is also 
a nurse was his inspira-
tion and encouraged him 
to “go for it.”

“I ‘went for it’ and I 
endured, even the rigor-
ous 10-month practical 
nursing program,” said 
Macharia. “I started the 
resident care manager 
position last April and 
I am enjoying the new 
role. I finally have a great 
work-life balance.”

As resident care man-
ager, Macharia reports 
directly to the Director of  
Nursing Services. His pri-
mary focus areas include 
development and docu-
menting care plans and 
changes in resident con-
dition and quality assur-
ance of  care. 

While at Bay Path 
Practical Nursing 

Academy, Macharia 
was elected Student 
Representative, was a 
member of  the UNICEF 
Club, a member of  the 
Mock Code Team, a 
recipient of  MassHire 
Grant, District & State 
Champion for SkillsUSA 
Medical Math earning 
silver medals, attend-
ee for SafeTALK and 
Innovation Summit at 
Northeastern University, 
nominee for Clinical 
Excellence Award and the 
Massachusetts Vocational 
Association Outstanding 
Post-Secondary Student 
of  the Year Award. He is 
certified in Mental Health 
First Aid and Dementia 
Care. 

Prior to moving to WA, 
he was instrumental in 
facilitating scholarships 

for current practical 
nursing students. He con-
tinues with his philan-
thropy, which he says is 
very uplifting.

“I am abundantly bless-
ed, and I am forever grate-
ful,” Macharia said.

About Bay Path 
Practical Nursing 
Academy

Bay Path Practical 
Nursing is a 40-week, 
(10-month), full-time, 
Monday through Friday, 
evening program. The 
program begins mid-Au-
gust and is completed 
in late June. Graduates 
receive a Practical 
Nursing Certificate and 
are eligible to take the 
NCLEX-PN licensure 
exam. Visit www.bay-
path.net.

Bay Path’s David Macharia: An LPN, a leader and a resident care manager
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Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

NEW LISTING- Ranch 
34 Colonial Rd., Worcester, MA 

BUYING OR SELLING A HOUSE?

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

There's no greater reward to us than to reward
 our community Heroes!

Call for  FREE Market Analysis or Buyer Consulation

Sandi Grzyb
Avenue Real Estate

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates
49 Main Street

 Sturbridge, MA 01540

“WE SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

CAMPOLITO REALTY GROUP
”Two Agents, One Goal = Your Real Estate needs!”

Chris Campolito 
Broker/Owner 

WHAT SETS US APART IN REAL ESTATE!
•Veteran Owned
•Family Owned
•Our Clients are our Family
•Pre-Staging & Interior design advice

•Helping to Organize your Move
•Experience Matters, 20 years 
combined

A phone call or text is FREE 
 774-200-5288 

Campolitorealty.com
Licensed in MA, CT & FL

Kelly Campolito 
Sales Agent/Stage & Interior Design

LOCAL
HONEST
EXPERIENCED

Donna Caissie
(774)641-3325
2SISTERSTEAM.COM

SCAN ME 
License #9559204

dcaissiehomes@yahoo.com
PO Box 652
Oxford, MA 01540

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

Last year’s record-high 
temperatures across 
much of  the country took 
a toll on gardens and 
landscapes. Once again, 
above-normal summer 
temperatures are in the 
forecast for many regions 
of  the country. Adjusting 
how you manage your 
gardens and landscape 
can help plants thrive as 
temperatures rise.

 
Water plants thor-

oughly to promote deep 
drought-tolerant roots 
that help boost the plants’ 
pest resistance.  Wait 
until the top few inch-
es of  soil are crumbly 
and moist before water-
ing most plants. Newly 
planted perennials, 
trees, and shrubs need 
more attention and 
water than drought-tol-
erant plants or estab-
lished ones with more 
robust root systems 
that are better able to 
absorb more moisture. 
During extended dry 
periods, even drought-tol-
erant and established 
plants may need supple-
mental water.

 
Water early in the day 

to reduce water lost to 
evaporation. Avoid late 
evening watering that 
leaves foliage wet at 
night, increasing the risk 
of  disease.

 

Apply water direct-
ly to the soil above the 
plant roots using soaker 
hoses or drip irrigation 
whenever possible. Water 
is applied where needed 
and the slow, steady flow 
of  water is better able 
to infiltrate the soil and 
moisten the roots with 
less runoff.

 
Check soil moisture 

daily in container gar-
dens and several times 
a week for raised beds. 
Both dry out more quick-
ly than in-ground gardens 
and need to be watered 

more often. Save time and 
water by incorporating 
Wild Valley Farms’ wool 
pellets into the growing 
mixes. This sustainable 
product is made from 
wool waste. University 
research found it reduced 
watering by up to 25% 
and increased air space 
in the soil, promoting 
healthy plant growth. 

 
Further conserve 

water by spreading a 

two- to three-inch layer 
of  shredded leaves, ever-
green needles, or shred-
ded bark mulch over the 
soil in garden beds and 
around trees and shrubs. 
Mulching conserves 
moisture, keeps roots 
cooler and moist, and 
suppresses weeds. As the 
organic mulch decompos-
es, it adds nutrients and 
organic matter to the soil.  
Just pull the mulch away 
from tree trunks, shrub 
stems, and the crowns of  
other plants to avoid rot.

 
Include plants that are 
more tolerant of  the 
weather conditions in 
your area. Those that 
tolerate both heat and 
cold extremes will 
thrive with less care 
once established. 

 
Incorporate organic 

matter like compost 
into the soil. It helps 
the soil accept and 

retain water so you will 
need to water less often. 
It also adds nutrients to 
the soil so over time you 
will need to fertilize less 
often.

 
Use a low-nitrogen, 

slow-release fertilizer 
if  your garden plants 
need a nutrient boost. 
These types of  fertilizers 
release small amounts of  
nutrients over an extend-
ed period. The low level 

of  nitrogen reduces the 
risk of  damaging heat-
stressed plants.

 
Remove weeds from 

garden beds and borders 
as soon as they appear.  
These “plants out of  
place” steal water and 
nutrients from your 
desirable garden plants. 
Plus, many harbor 
insects and diseases that 
are harmful to your gar-
den plants. 

 
Provide stressed plants 

with a bit of  shade from 
the hot afternoon sun. 
Container gardens can 
be moved to a more suit-
able spot during heat 
waves. Add a bit of  tem-
porary shade to garden 
plants that are struggling 
to survive in the blazing 
hot sun. A strategically 
placed chair, lattice, or 
umbrella may be all that 
is needed. As tempera-
tures drop, you can move 
plants back in place and 
remove the temporary 
shade.

 
Your garden will great-

ly benefit from these 
changes to your summer 
garden care. 

 
Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 garden-
ing books, including the 
recently released Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small 

Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant video 
and DVD series and the 
nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 

for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and was commis-
sioned by Wild Valley 
Farms for her exper-
tise to write this article. 
Myers’ Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Keep plants thriving despite the heat of summer

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents

Melinda Myers

Provide heat-stressed plants in containers relief by moving 
them into the shade during heat waves. 
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

Hurley Firewood
Cut, Split, Delivered

GREEN
$200 per cord

Call John at 
508-958-4350

BIG FAMILY 

YARD SALE 

June 2,3,4 

Friday Saturday Sunday 

West Brookfield 

49 Snow Rd 

9-5 rain or shine 

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS 

THIS ONE 

Old stuff, good stuff, tools, 

collectibles antiques 

Wanted: 2nd Shift
Welder/Fabricator/Brake operator

CNC Machine Operator/Machinist/Programmer
Quality Inspector

Experience Requirements:
Welding: 5+ Years of Tig welding experience. Welding high nickel alloys (.015-
.375 Thick)
Fabrication/Brake: 2+ Years Fabrication Experience
CNC Position: Able to work independently. 2+ years of experience in tight tol-
erances, high-temp alloys, troubleshooting and ability to read and understand 
blueprints/GD&T.
Quality Control Inspector: Experience in mechanical inspection of machined 
components, 2+ Years Experience, troubleshooting and ability to read and un-
derstand blueprints/GD&T.

2nd Shift Hours: 4:00 PM – 12:30 AM
TO APPLY FOR ALL POSITIONS:

Email msalame@metalogicind.com,
 fill out application during 1st shift hours 8AM-5PM

Visit our website www.metalogicind.com 

Metalogic will not discriminate against any job seeker based on gender, race, 
veteran status, disability, or any other protected status. 

15 Wells Street 
Southbridge, MA 01550

joy, add some color to the 
community.”

Ortiz, a Colombian-
American, has been 
doing “public art” in 
various forms for around 
eight years in various 
regional communities. 
He’s currently working 
on a three-year project 
to put murals in each 
of  the Boston public 
schools with a couple of  
area organizations that 
emphasize urban farm-
ing and food justice. He 
noted he wants to give the 
students hands-on artis-
tic experiences and the 
chance to interpret their 
own ideas.

His Web site, which 
features many examples 
of  his style, including 
murals, urban scenes 
and more abstract imag-
ery, is felipeortiz.com. 
In his biography there, 
he notes, “I invite the 
viewer to enjoy my art 
almost as a modern sur-
realist, where each ele-

ment in the painting is 
carefully selected, inves-
tigating the possibilities 
of  an imaginative view 
within a world of  associ-
ated imagery that is up 
to your personal, open 
interpretation.”

A key element of  his 
work is migratory birds, 
in large part because he 
sees them as symbolic 
of  his own experience as 
an immigrant. Initially, 
his family came here 
for political asylum, but 
when he finally got to 
visit Colombia 14 years 
later, he said, “something 
magical happened.” By 
then, he was already a 
studio painter, but felt 
“pretty lonely” and “iso-
lated” in the studio. He 
found a lot of  public art 
in Colombia and “alter-
native ways art could be 
used” to support com-
munity and improve life 
there.

“That made me want to 
be more vocal about my 
position and represent 
[my culture],” Ortiz said. 
“I was seeing how much 
the [art] scene was being 

accepted down there and 
exploding.”

Some bird species 
make the long journey 
from South America to 
our region annually, and 
Ortiz sees that as a con-
trast to many human 
migrants today. While the 
birds can ignore borders, 
humans can’t, despite the 
fact we used to be able to 
move much more freely. 
(In fact, all humans were 
once nomadic, millennia 
ago.)

Ortiz also sees the birds 
as symbolic of  what we’re 
doing to nature. “I found 
that story to be relatable 
because a lot of  habitat 
is being destroyed,” both 
down there and here, he 
said.

Once the Concerts 
on Central end, the 
annual Concerts on the 
Common kick off, and 
the list there starts with 
a repeat engagement: 
Carlos Odria on June 25. 
The others scheduled 
are: Dan Burke & the 
Royal Treatment (July 
9), Floydian Trip (July 
16), Gracie Day (July 23), 

Blake & Emma Trio (July 
30), Island Castaways 
(Aug 6) and the Donnelly 
Road Band (Aug 13). 
All of  those shows are 
Sunday evenings from 

6-8 PM on the Town 
Common (at the Rotary). 
They are not part of  the 
Urban Agenda grant and 
are instead run by the 
Recreation Department 

with donations from var-
ious local businesses.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

MURAL
continued from page     A1

The audience brought lawn chairs to enjoy Friday’s Haneef Nelson Quintet show at the Central 
Street plaza.

facilities and programs 
to better serve the entire 
community.” 

Key objectives of  the 
campaign are to make 
improvements to existing 
and new Center of  Hope 
facilities, such as the Day 
Hab Program Center at 
Foster St. in Southbridge; 
to enhance opportuni-
ties for meaningful work 
through enterprises like 
the brand-new Scoops of  
Hope Ice Cream Parlor 
(pictured below); and 
to expand supported 
housing options. The 
Campaign also seeks to 
increase community 
engagement and raise 
awareness in order to 
create a more inclusive 
environment for the 
hundreds of  individuals 
served by CoHF. 

“We are very pleased 
to announce that we 
have recruited a stellar 
and dedicated campaign 
steering committee to aid 
us in this vital work,” 
said Ms. Howard. 

Members of  the com-
mittee include Casey 
Cormier, President, 
Angel Guard Products 
& US Tool and Fastener, 
Chris McClure, 
President, McClure 

Engineering, Nick Smith, 
President/CEO, Rand-
Whitney, Randy Becker, 
Chairman of  the Board 
of  Directors at MAPFRE 
USA, Jay Detarando, 
Incom, Inc., Alan Peppel, 
President, Dexter 
Russell, Inc., Attorney 
Jeffrey Chasse, Chasse & 
Roche, P.C. Attorneys at 
Law, Jennifer Herrmann, 
Judy Laroche, Paulette 
Pratico, Julie-Ann Leo, 
James Graham, Kristine 
Biagiotti-Bridges, Cheryl 
Ryan Chan, Board Chair, 
Board of  Directors, 
Sherie Bombardier, 
Jayne Bowler, Patricia 
Lawrie, Annette Lazili, 
Barbara Reynolds, 
Linda Cournoyer, 
Geraldo Maldonado, 
Cindy Howard, Erika 
Travinski, Chad Krause, 
Ryan Thompson, Kelly 
Hutton, Christina Hadis-
Blackwell, and Kayla 
Krause.   

The campaign is struc-
tured so that pledges can 
be made over a five-year 
period and there are 
opportunities available 
to honor and recognize 
a loved one or business 
through a specific named 
gift such as a program 
area or room, or even an 
entire CoHF facility. 

“We are grateful to 
our families and com-
munity leaders for their 

generosity and support,” 
said Erika Travinski, 
the Center of  Hope’s 
COO. “We would like 
to recognize the follow-
ing donors for stepping 
up at the outset to help 
us build momentum; 
The Herman Becker 
Family Foundation, 
Fels Family Foundation, 
Hyde/Dexter Charitable 
Foundation, the Affinity 
Group and the Kraft 
Family Foundation have 
all stepped up as advance 
and lead donors.” 

In addition to seeking 
grants from foundations 
and corporations, the 
campaign is also employ-
ing a new peer-to-peer 
fund raising strategy 
where anyone can join the 
effort by creating a per-
sonal fund raising page, 
join a fund raising team 
or simply make a one-
time or multi-year con-
tribution. Led by Kayla 
Krause, CoHF’s director 
of  marketing and Cheryl 
Chan, a CoHF board 

member, this on-line 
effort will be active 
through the end of  June 
2023, and then restart in 
successive years through-
out the campaign. 
Information on how to 
become involved can be 
found www.thecenterof-
hope.org/campaign. 

“I have been really 
awed by our volunteers 
and donors during this 
early, quiet phase of  the 
campaign and I am really 
looking forward to get-
ting more and more peo-
ple involved through our 
peer-to-peer initiative,” 
said Ms. Krause.  

For more information 
about the campaign and 
the projects it will enable, 
or if  you wish to donate, 
please visit www.thecen-
terofhope.org/campaign. 

About the Center of  
Hope Foundation  

The Mission of  
the Center of  Hope 
Foundation is to improve 
the lives of  the members 
we serve by providing 

quality services and pro-
viding opportunities so 
that EVERYONE can be 
contributing members of  
their communities and 
achieve the most fulfill-
ing lives possible. The 
vision of  the Center of  
Hope Foundation, Inc. 
is to broaden the scope 
of  care, resources, advo-
cacy, and services to an 
ever-widening circle of  
individuals with disabil-
ities and disabling cir-
cumstances from diverse 
cultural and ethnic back-
grounds, who desire to 
work, overcome barriers 
to opportunity, who need 
critical supports to pre-
vail over disadvantages 
and who wish to achieve 
and preserve the prospect 
of  a fulfilled life. 

Currently, within 
the Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts, there are 
approximately 5,000 indi-
viduals with disabilities 
who are not receiving 
services from agencies 
like CoHF. Covid has had 

a profound impact on 
many of  these individu-
als and their families and 
without essential ser-
vices from providers like 
CoHF, individuals with 
disabilities are forced 
to stay home. Funding 
from the Hope Grows 
Here Capital Campaign 
will allow us to increase 
and rejuvenate the spaces 
within our programs. In 
doing this we will create 
a more effective, pleasing 
and safer environment, 
increasing capacity, and 
giving hope and opportu-
nity to those individuals 
on our waiting list.  For 
the vulnerable popula-
tion served by CoHF, it 
is more important than 
ever to enhance health, 
safety and security fea-
tures which can provide 
important reassurance to 
families that their loved 
ones are always safe and 
treated with respect and 
care.    

“Rick and Dick Hoyt were true icons of  the Boston 
Marathon, and together they inspired people far 
beyond the borders of  Massachusetts,” read a state-
ment released by Governor Maura Healey. “This is an 
enormous loss. My heart goes out to the Hoyts and the 
entire Boston sports family.”

HOYT
continued from page     A1

HOPE
continued from page     A1

new fees in general espe-
cially since the money 
simply goes into the 
town’s general fund.

“Unless we’re out-
sourcing this work, 
we’re just bringing more 
money into the general 
fund, which is a good 
thing, but we’re doing 
it on the backs of  our 
residents and potentially 
contractors however you 
want to think of  it,” said 
Borowski.

“To me, charging fees is 
just a revenue generator,” 
added Singer. “That’s all 
it is. Anytime we have 

people in any office or 
any position who are 
paid to do a job and then 
charge fees to do a job 
and do everything they’re 
paid to do I have an issue 
with it. With inspectors 
sometimes there are dif-
ferences, especially when 
inspectors are paid by 
those fees. That’s how 
they make their money. 
I’ve never been a propo-
nent of  fees. We recently 
lowered some of  our fees. 
I’m not a fan of  fees. I 
do know that sometimes 
they’re necessary, but 
let’s just recognize it for 
what it is, it’s a revenue 
generator for the town.”

The town did, in fact, 

lower deck and rein-
spection fees during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
while Meskus understood 
the arguments against 
the new fees he noted that 
the projects that would 
be impacted were discre-
tionary and that required 
fees for projects like roof-
ing, siding, and windows, 
which require permits 
by law, will remains low. 
The main argument 
in favor of  the fees was 
that the projects that 
would be impacted were 
usually handled by con-
tractors and that those 
contractors would incur 
the fees, not the home-
owners, and that the 

extra $50 wouldn’t even 
apply if  contractors stay 
on schedule. With that in 
mind, Selectman Stephen 
Koronis felt the new fees 
were reasonable. 

“It’s going hopeful-
ly make (the building 
department’s) job a little 
easier and make them 
think a little harder 
ahead of  time. I don’t see 
where these increases are 
going to hurt any home-
owner or anybody else,” 
said Koronis.

The new fees were 
approved in a 3-2 deci-
sion, with Borowski and 
Singer voting against the 
motion. The fees went 
into effect on June 1.

FEES
continued from page     A1

news@
stonebridge
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Thank you for

For J.D. Power 2022 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. 1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 7/1/2023. Offer valid only on date of initial visit. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 28% off your entire purchase and 12 months $0 down, 0 
monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/11/2023 and 7/1/2023. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your 
entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional 
period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on 
purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are 
independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. 
All rights reserved. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

After 28 years, our installers have 
seen it all.

When it comes to home improvement, 
experience matters. Our Certified 
Master Installers are incredibly skilled 
professionals who’ve installed thousands 
of windows and doors. So, you can 
feel confident that your windows and 
doors—as well as your home—will be 
in the hands of expert craftspeople 
who’ve seen and done it all.

After 28 years, our Fibrex® material  
is still vastly superior to vinyl.

We custom build all of our windows with 
our exclusive composite material called 
Fibrex. Andersen® researched and tested 
Fibrex for decades before ever installing it 
in a home. Our windows feature reinforced 
seals for greater protection against drafts 
and sloped sills to drain water away. Don’t 
settle for vinyl windows when Fibrex is 
two times stronger than vinyl.

For 28 years, we’ve been making  
this project easy and stress-free.

We’re the full-service replacement 
window division of Andersen®, one 
of the oldest window companies in 
the country, so you know we’re not 
going anywhere. We manage and are 
accountable for everything—selling, 
manufacturing, installing and the 
warranty for all your windows and doors. 

Window & Door SALES EVENT!

Call to get this special price 
before July 1!

We’re celebrating our 28th anniversary—
we couldn’t have done it without you, and 
we wanted to give you our BIGGEST new 
customer DISCOUNT EVER.

1-800-209-2746

YearsYears 28 28

Until July 1

on windows, patio doors  
and entry doors1

with for

down monthly 
payments

interest
0$$0 0%%000 1 year1 year 1

Minimum purchase of four. Offer valid only on date of initial 
visit. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if 

paid in full within 12 months.

save 28% 28%save
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CHARLTON — Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy celebrated 
Africa Day on Friday, 
May 26. The Practical 
Nursing Class of  2023 
officially celebrated the 
African culture through 
displaying traditional 
outfits to mark this year’s 
Africa Day. 

Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, 
CRRN, Academy Director 
joined the special celebra-
tion at Bay Path’s cam-
pus, 57 Old Muggett Hill 
Road. She wore a special 
necklace and a pair of  
sandals from Kenya. 

Bolandrina said: 
“Africa Day is an occa-
sion to strengthen Africa 
relations and recognize 

the contributions of  our 
African faculty, students, 
and alumni.” 

This year, the Practical 
Nursing Class of  2023’s 
celebration of  Africa Day 
immediately followed 
Mock interviews for 
PNP 125 Transition into 
Practice facilitated by 
Professor Sarah Watson, 
MSN Ed, RN. Professor 
Watson completed her 
Licensed Practical Nurse 
(St. Francis School of  
Nursing), Licensed 
Practical Midwife (Monze 
School of  Midwifery), and 
Diploma in RN (Kitwe 
School of  Nursing) all in 
Zambia, Southern Africa 
prior to coming to the 
US. Professor Watson 
obtained her Bachelor 

of  Science in Nursing, 
Master of  Science in 
Nursing Leadership 
Management, and Master 
of  Science in Nursing 
Education, all at Grand 
Canyon University. South 
Africa has been included 
as one of  the main coun-
tries in the celebrations.  

Ghana was also a huge 
part of  the day. Sisters 
Nataly Acheampong 
and Paulina Asante who 
both reside in Worcester 
were both originally from 
Ghana. The practical 
nursing students and fac-
ulty shared stories from 
their African countries. 
Other activities includ-
ed photoshoot featuring 
the Practical Nursing 
students in their African 

traditional and 
African-inspired 
attire, along with 
pinning propos-
als for Professor 
Jennifer DeFilippo 
and Dr. Ana Olivar. 
Fidelis Mensah 
of  Worcester, a 
UNICEF Club 
Officer, from 
Kenya actively 
participated in the 
celebration. 

“We honor our 
connection to 
Africa; we have 
many successful 
African students 
and alumni of  
Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy. 
It continues to be 
a joy for all of  us to 
see them succeed,” 
said Bolandrina. 

“To date, many 

African alumni partic-
ipate in mentoring cur-
rent students,” she said. 
“The Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy faculty 
is diverse, and the cele-
bration was used as the 
occasion to deepen our 
knowledge about Africa 
and to celebrate our fac-
ulty, students, and alum-
ni’s African culture and 
heritage.” 

Africa Day was previ-
ously known as African 
Liberation Day or Africa 
Freedom Day. It is the 
annual commemoration 
of  the foundation of  the 
Organization of  African 
Unity (OAU), on May 25, 
1963. 

Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy runs a 
40-week (10-month), full-
time, Monday through 
Friday, evening pro-
gram. The program 
begins mid-August and 
is completed in late 
June. Graduates receive 

a Practical Nursing 
Certificate and are eligi-
ble to take the NCLEX-PN 
licensure exam. The Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy is fully approved 
by the Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts, 
Executive Office of  
Health and Human 
Services Department of  

Public Health, Board of  
Registration in Nursing 
(www.mass.gov/dph/
boards/rn). The Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy is accredited 
by the Commission on 
Occupational Education 
(www.council.org).  

APPLIANCES • TELEVISION • TOYS 
MATTRESSES • BIKES-SHOP US FIRST!

TV DEALS
50” HISENSE �������������������������������$279�99 

(REGULARLY $549.99) 
55” HISENSE ....................................$299.99

(REGULARLY $549.99) 
65” HISENSE ....................................$449.99

(REGULARLY $649.99) 
55” SAMSUNG .................................$399.99 
(REGULARLY $449.99)
75” SAMSUNG .................................$679.99

(REGULARLY $799.99) 
85” SAMSUNG ...............................$1399.99 
(REGULARLY $1599.99)

5 CU. FT. 
CHEST FREEZER 

$21999
WAS $299.99

FRIGIDAIRE 
SIDE-BY-SIDE 

REFRIGERATOR 

$119999
WAS $1,599.99

MAYTAG TOP 
FREEZER 

18 CU. FT. 
$69999

WAS $899.99

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

#7150 

$39999
WAS $599.99

MAYTAG DISHWASHER 
#MDB4949SKZ 

$59999
WAS $849.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER 
#NED4655EW 

$43999

WAS $599.99

AMANA GAS RANGE  
#AGR1533CBAS • Sainless Steel

$59999

WAS $699.99

SAMSUNG 
WASHER 
$69999

WAS $899.99

MAYTAG. DRYER 
#MED4500HW 

$59999

WAS $699.99

10 CU. FT. 
CHEST FREEZER 

$47999
WAS $599.99

GE FRONT LOAD 
WASHER 

#GFW550

$79999
WAS $999.99

FRIGIDAIRE 
SMOOTH TOP 

ELECTRIC STOVE 

$69999
WAS $999.99

GE FRENCH 
DOOR BOTTOM 

FREEZER

$179999
WAS $2,699.99

20 CU. FT. 
UPRIGHT 

CHEST FREEZER 

$89999
WAS $1099.99

7 CU. FT. 
CHEST FREEZER 

$29999
WAS $399.99

GE
AIR CONDITIONER 

5000 BTU ACS 

$15999
WAS $189.99

WHIRLPOOL 
REFRIGERATOR 

 Counter Depth

$179999
WAS $2299.99

AMANA 
MICROWAVE 

#AMV2307

$19999
WAS $329.99

Store Hours: Mon.-Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10:00am-7:00pm

140 MAIN ST, SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM 

FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

100’S OF AIR CONDITIONERS IN STOCK!

GRILL 
SALE!
GRILL

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN:$199 
(REGULARLY $299)

FULL:$269 
(REGULARLY $499)

FULL:$299 
(REGULARLY 599)

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

WE REPAIR ALL BIKES

BIKE SALEBIKE SALE100’s of Deals

WM-35010370

Open
Memorial Day

10 to 7

MEMORIAL DAY SALE STILL GOING ON

Thank you to all our customers, 
Celebrating 5 years in business 

$5.00 off $40 or more 
Good for the month of June. 
Must present the coupon.

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

788 Main Street, Holden
508-829-4794

389 Main Street, Spencer 
508-885-3560

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

6” Tomatoes
4 for 

$12.00
or $3.25 ea.

4” Tomatoes
4 for 

$10.00 
or $2.65 ea.

2 for 
11” Hanging Baskets

$39
 Select varieties. Reg. $21.99 ea.

Mon, Tues, Wed 9:30-6 • Thur, Fri 9:30-7
Sat 9:30-6 / Sun 11-5

Say it in living color!
The world isn’t black and white. 

So, why is your ad?

Courtesy

Photo shows, from left: Fidelis Mensah, Andrew Pereira, 
Angela DiGregorio, Paulina Asante, and Gretheline Bolandrina.

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy celebrates Africa Day! 
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