


SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. —  On Sept. 14, 7th Dan black belt, Master Daryl Laperle traveled to San 
Francisco, Calif. to be inducted into the Golden Gate Martial Arts Hall of  Fame. Master Laperle was 
honored with the award of  “Tang Soo Do Master of  the Year.” This induction marks his third Hall of  
Fame induction & the second one this year.

In January 2008, Laperle was inducted into the Action Martial Arts Magazine Hall of  Fame in Atlantic 
City, N.J., where he received the “Outstanding Achievements in Martial Arts” award. 

In May of  this year, Master Laperle traveled to Los Angeles, 
CA where he was inducted into the USA Martial Arts Hall of  
Fame, where he received the “Golden Life” award. 

Danielson Martial Arts Academy, which Laperle has owned 
and operated since 1994, is celebrating 50 years in business 
this year. The school is a proud member of  the Cheezic Tang 
Soo Do Federation, an international organization that has its 
roots dating back to 1960 in Korea.

  
For more information regarding classes, please call 860-779-

0699, or visit the Web site at DanielsonMartialArts.com.

PUTNAM —  Day 
Kimball Health›s (DKH) 
Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) program 
was recently awarded 
the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Breastfeeding Excellence 
Premiere Award, mak-
ing it the first program 
in Connecticut to achieve 
this recognition. This 
award highlights DKH’s 
commitment to support-
ing breastfeeding moth-
ers and their infants, 
placing the hospital 
among an elite group of  
103 WIC programs out of  
10,000 nationwide.

T h e  U S DA 
Breastfeeding Excellence 
Awards recognize WIC 
programs that excel in 
providing breastfeeding 
education and support 
to families. Awards are 

presented at three lev-
els—Gold, Premiere, 
and Elite—with the 
Premiere Award being 
the second-highest honor. 
Day Kimball’s WIC pro-
gram has demonstrated 
a strong track record of  
helping mothers success-
fully breastfeed, with 
32% of  its participants 
either fully or partially 
breastfeeding.

“We are incredi-
bly honored to receive 
this recognition,” said 
Bianca Grover, IBCLC, 
Program Nutritionist 
and Breastfeeding Peer 
Counseling Lactation 
Consultant for DKH’s 
WIC Program. “It truly 
reflects the hard work 
and dedication of  our 
entire team. We provide 
personalized care to each 
breastfeeding family 

from prenatal through 
weaning, ensuring they 
have the support and 
resources needed for suc-
cess.”

“Being the first WIC 
program in Connecticut 
to receive this award 
from the USDA is a tes-
tament to the extraordi-
nary efforts of  our staff  
and their commitment to 
improving the health and 
wellbeing of  our commu-
nity,” said Kyle Kramer, 
CEO of  Day Kimball 
Health. “It underscores 
the importance of  the 
personalized care and 
support we provide daily 
to families throughout 
Northeast Connecticut.”

In 

addition to offering sup-
port through its certified 
lactation consultants and 
breastfeeding peer coun-
selors, DKH WIC collabo-
rates with organizations 
such as Pacify to provide 
a network of  virtual and 
in-person breastfeeding 
assistance from doulas, 
lactation consultants, 
and registered nurses. 
This collaborative effort 
has contributed to the 
increase in breastfeed-
ing rates at the hospital, 
which qualified DKH for 
the Premiere Award after 
being awarded the Gold 
level in 2023.

WIC programs, like 
the one at DKH, are vital 

in ensuring the health 
of  low-income women, 
infants, and children up 
to age five. By providing 
nutritious foods, educa-
tion on healthy eating, 
and crucial breastfeeding 
support, WIC helps safe-
guard the health of  fam-
ilies at nutritional risk.

For more information 
on DKH’s WIC Program, 
visit daykimball.org/ 
women-infants-and-chil-
dren-program 

About Day Kimball 
Health

Day Kimball Health is 
a nonprofit community 
healthcare system com-
posed of  Day Kimball 

Hospital, Day Kimball 
Medical Group, Day 
Kimball Healthcare at 
Home, and healthcare 
centers in Danielson, 
Dayville, Plainfield, 
and Putnam. Its service 
area includes Northeast 
Connecticut as well as 
nearby Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island com-
munities. Day Kimball 
Healthcare’s comprehen-
sive network employs 
more than 1,000 staff  
including nearly 300 
associated, highly skilled 
physicians, surgeons and 
specialists. Its website is 
www.daykimball.org.
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NOW IN EFFECT
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Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society 
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust properties 
for  the week  of  Sept. 9: Wood Duck, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Merlin, American Redstart, Wood Thrush, Veery, Red-eyed 
Vireo, Common Yellowthroat, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Northern Parula Warbler, Black and White Warbler, 
Scarlet Tanager, Catbird, Hummingbird, Tree Swallow, 
Chimney Swift. Visit ctaudubon.org/pomfret-home.

Villager Almanac

At CT Audubon

WOODSTOCK — R. F. Mineo, 
a local author from Woodstock, 
is captivating readers with his 
latest novel,  “Cargill Falls: The 
Mill Conspiracy,” a gripping 
narrative set against the back-
drop of  Southern New  England 
and the Maine coast. This sus-
penseful tale weaves together 
the renovation of  an old mill, 
the  dark deeds of  a hired assas-
sin, and the allure of  a hidden 
Civil War treasure. 

Following the success 
of   his debut work, “Fatal 
Conspiracies,” Mineo’s new-
est release promises to deliver 
another thrilling  adventure. 
As autumn unfolds, Mineo 
will engage with his audience 
through book signings and 
craft  shows, offering a personal 
touch to the literary experience. 

For those eager to delve into 
Mineo’s world of  mystery and 

intrigue, his novels are readily 
available for purchase on major 
online platforms. 

R. F. Mineo’s journey from a 
seasoned executive in the med-
ical diagnostics and pharma-
ceutical industries to a mys-
tery novelist is a testament to 
the power of  experience and 
passion in fueling  creative 
endeavors. Drawing from his 
extensive background, Mineo 
crafts gripping narratives that 
weave together his intimate 
knowledge of  the corporate 
world with the intrigue of  fic-
tional tales. His novels, “Fatal 
Conspiracies” and “Cargill 
Falls,” have garnered attention 
as compelling page-turners, 
reflecting his ability to trans-
late real-world insights into 
captivating fiction. 

With a life enriched by 
diverse experiences across var-

ious Eastern Seaboard towns 
and a solid educational founda-
tion from Penn State University, 
Mineo’s storytelling resonates 
with authenticity and a deep 
understanding of  

the human condition. Now 
settled in Woodstock, with his 
wife Wanda, Mineo continues to 
explore the depths of  mystery 
writing, proving that it’s never 
too late to pursue one’s literary 
aspirations. 

Readers have found Mineo’s 
‘Fatal Conspiracies’ a page-turn-
er. As a longtime resident of  

Connecticut’s Quiet Corner 
and a former Mill owner, Mineo 
again put his experience and 
knowledge to work in creating 
Cargill Falls. Early feedback 
indicates he has created anoth-
er page-turner.

Day Kimball Health WIC program receives 
USDA Breastfeeding Excellence award

Woodstock’s R.F. Mineo 
releases new book

Local martial artist inducted 
into Golden Gate Hall of Fame

Daryl Laperle

Contact Mikaela 
Today,

860-928-1818



WILLIMANTIC — With the generous 
support of  the Last Green Valley, Jillson 
House Museum and their dedicated vol-
unteers completed a complete renova-
tion of  the garden adjacent to their 
historic home.   The museum applied 
for a grant to clean up the overgrown 
area and plant it with a combination of  
pollinating plants, herbs, flowers and 
greenery.  

“Without the support of  the LGV 
this area would have continued to be 
an eye sore for all of  our visitors.   We 
are now an official visitor center for the 
East Coast Greenway and we wanted 
our guests to have a good impression 
of  not only the museum but also our 
community.   This grant made such a 
difference for us,” said Rachel Valliere, 
President of  the Jillson House Museum 
and Windham Historical Society.

Amazing volunteers did all the 
work.   They included our Hospitality 
Representative, David Fenn, Nathan 
Jackson, Jean Desmet, Erin Malgioglio, 
Devin Reese and Lisa Novack.   The 
area had to be dug out, weeds and vines 
removed, landscape fabric and mulch 
laid and then new plants planted.   The 
garden will be the center of  some of  the 
museum’s programming including one 
on herbal remedies.

Please stop by to see the new gar-
den and take a free tour of  the muse-
um and our current exhibit, “Made in 
Windham, Patents 
and Inventions 
that Changed 
the World.”   The 
museum is open 
on Saturdays from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.   For 
more information 
please email wind-
hamhistoricalsoci-
etyct@gmail.com.

 

WILLIMANTIC — 
Access Community 
Action Agency is excit-
ed to announce the rib-
bon-cutting event for the 
brand-new Access Mobile 
Food Pantry truck on 
Sept. 27 at 11 a.m.

This event marks a 
significant milestone 
in our ongoing mission 
to combat food insecu-
rity in northeastern 
Connecticut. The new 
Mobile Food Pantry 
truck will increase 

Access’s capacity to 
serve our communities, 
allowing us to reach even 
more residents in need. 
In the past year alone, the 
mobile food program has 
served nearly 4,000 peo-
ple. Currently, the Access 
Mobile Food Pantry vis-
its 15 locations across the 
28 towns in the northeast 
corner of  Connecticut.

Access was awarded 
a $141,000 Community 
Impact Grant last year to 

purchase a Mobile
Market Truck as part of  

Connecticut Foodshare’s 
$1.4 million investment 
in partner food

pantries and meal pro-
grams across the state.

Equipped with refrig-
eration systems and drop-
down storage bins, the 
truck allows the Access 
Mobile Food Pantry to 
safely transport and dis-
tribute meats, fresh pro-
duce, and dry goods to 

those who need it most. 
The innovative design 
also supports a dignified 
“shopper’s choice” expe-
rience, where individuals 
can select the food they 
want and use, enhancing 
their sense of  autonomy 
and respect. Additionally, 
a grant from Eversource 
will help power the truck 
by providing funding for 
fuel, ensuring our reach 
is as extensive as possible. 
The truck’s vibrant exte-
rior, wrapped by Gagnon 

Sign in Danielson, will 
stand as a recognizable 
symbol of  hope and sup-
port to the people Access 
serves.

This event will take 
place rain or shine. We 
invite community mem-
bers, partners, and media 
to join us in celebrating 
this critical expansion of  
our services.

Access Community 
Action Agency is des-

ignated by the federal 
and state government as 
the anti-poverty agen-
cy for northeastern 
Connecticut. We are com-
mitted to providing food,

affordable housing, job 
readiness services, and 
other pathways to eco-
nomic self-reliance for 
vulnerable limited-in-
come families and indi-
viduals throughout the 
region.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

CARPENTRY SERVICES CT, llc

CALL  Gene Pepper at 860-230-6105
carpentryservicesct.com

CT #0606460 • #MA-HIC#196807 • RI #763

Veteran owned and operated since ‘89

Remodeling  
Kitchens, Baths  

and More!

Town of Pomfret
Road Foreman

Closing Date: Until filled

The Town of Pomfret seeks a proven leader to direct the 
operations of its Public Works Department. The successful 
candidate will perform complex supervisory, administrative 
and professional work in planning, coordinating, and su-
pervising the operations of the Department of Public Works. 
This role includes construction, maintenance and repair of 
town roads, drains, and related infrastructure; snow plow-
ing, vehicle and equipment repair; budget preparation and 
estimating capital improvement requests; general building 
maintenance, and tree warden responsibilities. Works with 
school district, fire department, and reports to the First Se-
lectman. 
SPECIAL NECESSARY REQUIREMENTS: Valid Driver’s Li-
cense with a minimum Class B CDL License required. Must 
be available for emergency and around the clock operations 
to assure public safety as it relates to town infrastructure.  
We seek a candidate with a minimum of five years supervi-
sory experience.  Starting salary commensurate with ability 
and experience. Benefits. Vacancy is posted as open until 
filled.  Additional information and applications are availa-
ble at: www.pomfretct.gov/first-selectmans-office.gov Sub-
mit letter of interest, application and 3 letters of reference 
to Selectman’s Office, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret Center, CT 
06259. Position open until filled. EOE/AA

Complete Site Work 
Including:

Excavating • Bulldozing  
Trucking • Demolition

 • Stump Removal 
 • Timber Harvesting
• Yard Expansions
 & Tree Removal 

• Lot Clearing
 • Cellar Holes 

• Septic Systems  
•Lawn Installation
 • Retaining Walls 

• Fields Made
860-382-5071

Field Stone and 
Firewood for sale

SITE WORK

POETS AT LARGE 
FALL SERIES

Spoken word/poetry
* Sept. 28th w/Tony Brown
* Oct. 26 w/Lee Derosiers

* Nov. 23 w/Christie Max Williams
7-9 p.m., $15.00 includes raffle

Email 
karen.warinsky@

gmail.com 
for 

open mic
 (5-min set)

WORCESTER, Mass. — 
The College of  the Holy 
Cross is excited to wel-
come Ava Hovestadt of  
Woodstock as a member of  
the College’s Class of  2028.

At 835 students, the 
Class of  2028 includes 
students from 507 differ-
ent high schools, 41 U.S. 
states and territories, 13 
different countries, and 33 
different languages spo-
ken. This incoming class 
represents one of  the most 
diverse and academically 
accomplished classes in 

the College’s history.
Admission to the Class 

of  2028 was more com-
petitive than ever with 
a 10 percent increase in 
the number of  applica-
tions submitted, and the 
lowest-ever proportion of  
applicants admitted - 17.6 
percent.

The new Crusaders have 
distinguished themselves 
through community ser-
vice, leadership roles, and 
diverse participation in 
areas like the arts, music 
and athletics. They arrived 

on campus and moved into 
the residence halls on 
Wednesday, Aug. 21, where 
they were welcomed to 
Mount St. James by an 
enthusiastic purple crew 
of  current students, staff, 
faculty and alumni. Fall 
classes began on Tuesday, 
Aug. 27.

“Welcome, Class of  
2028!” College President 
Vincent D. Rougeau told 
the class during Mass of  
the Holy Spirit. “You chose 
Holy Cross, where classes 
are small and the commu-

nity is vibrant and ready 
for your contributions. 
Here, you will be encour-
aged to speak up and 
engage. When, how, and 
with whom are up to you. 
You will have your certain-
ties challenged and per-
spectives broadened. And 
trust me, you will thrive.”

About Holy Cross
The College of  the Holy 

Cross, in Worcester, Mass., 
is among the nation’s 
leading liberal arts insti-
tutions. A highly selec-

tive, four-year, exclusively 
undergraduate college of  
3,200 students, Holy Cross 
is renowned for offering 
a rigorous, personalized 
education in the Jesuit, 
Catholic tradition. Since 
its founding in 1843, Holy 
Cross has made a posi-
tive impact in society by 
graduating students who 
distinguish themselves 
as thoughtful leaders in 
business, professional and 
civic life.

Access to host ribbon-cutting event for 
new mobile food pantry truck

Woodstock’s Ava Hovestadt 
enrolls at College of the Holy Cross

Jillson House Museum refurbishes garden

brendan@
villagernewspapers.

com

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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I am a small person, who 
ought to be able to sleep on 

a plane, but 
I cannot.  
I’ve bought 
neck pillows, 
folding satin 
puffs, balled 
up winter 
parkas, but 
to no avail. 
As I zipped 
through the 
dark night 
on Swiss Air 

listening to the soft breath-
ing of  my friends and the 
stranger across the aisle, I 
thought about us confined in 
a bubble of  metal and speed, 
wending our way back to 
Boston.  My husband would 
be waiting at the gate. I was 
ready to squeeze him and go 
home.  I love to travel and I 
love to return.

I hike with friends for 
a week or so almost every 
year. We began with the 
Grand Canyon and contin-
ued with southern France, 
the Pembrokeshire Coast 
in Wales and this year, 
the Bernese Oberland in 
Switzerland.  I’m the oldest 
with my best friend from col-
lege trailing me in age by a 
mere month. The others are 
a few years younger. Every 
trip I wonder if  this will be 
the last or if  by sheer will 
and staying fit I will keep on 
going. The larger question is 
why travel at all?  We won’t 
discover the Ice Man frozen 
in the Alps or decipher the 
Swiss banking system.   

We test our resourceful-
ness and our independence.

We take trains, buses and 
even gondolas to see beauti-
ful sights and stay in charm-
ing places, but mostly we put 
one foot in front of  the other, 
over and over again, until we 
cover all the miles outlined 
on our itinerary.  On every 
trip we know that at some 
point each of  us will fall.  
We may tumble abruptly or 
more likely, slide onto our 
backsides.  In Switzerland 
cows are everywhere includ-
ing on the walking paths 
and their leave plenty of  
slippery messes. One cool 
afternoon as I felt myself  
toppling down a steep side 
hill, I put out my right hand 
to stop myself, cursed my 
clumsiness and hoped I 
didn’t hurt my wrist. Not 
this time, thank goodness. 
There will be other tumbles. 

In my elementary school, I 
liked to spin a globe around 
and around, then jab it with 
my finger to stop it and say 
that’s where I planned to 
travel.  Those childhood dec-
larations led to a drive to see 
the world in my own mod-
est way as my life unfolded.  
My Social Studies teacher, 
a remarkable man named 
Bob Glenn, encouraged all 
of  us country mice to think 
a little bigger and want 
a little more.  I loved the 
text books that showed the 
mountain ranges and traced 
my chewed pencils along the 
complex lines of  the alps 
many times.  Once I had 
the chance to hike in them, 
exhilaration mixed with 
gratitude. I’d skied there 
once in college, but time and 
experience made me look at 
the vistas now with clearer 
eyes and wish I could tell 
Mr. Glenn, that yes, I’d made 
it there.

There’s pleasure in using 
specialized gear that reveals 
an unexpected loop on the 
backpack just where it is 
needed.  There’s joy in lac-
ing up a broken in pair of  
hiking boots that have cov-
ered as much ground as an 
old friend.  There’s satisfac-
tion in reading a map with 
accuracy and then checking 
it against the route proposed 
by All Trails.  

There’s the moment when 
the group is all you have and 
together you must figure it 
out or miss getting to the 
hotel by dark. 

And then it is over, and 
in the plane, surrounded by 
sleeping strangers, there is 
the question and the answer, 
at least for now — Yes.  Yes. 
Travel. Keep traveling. 

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

Telephone: (860) 928-1818
Fax: (860) 928-5946

www.villagernewspapers.com

OPINION
Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Keep 
traveling

Sanity 
over chaos
In the current political climate, the 

line between reality and fringe conspir-
acy has been blurred far too often. While 
it’s normal—and even healthy—to have 
political differences, there should be an 
undeniable baseline requirement for 
sanity, fact-based reasoning, and a gen-
uine understanding of  how government 
works. Candidates who peddle unfound-
ed conspiracy theories are not fit to hold 
positions of  power, regardless of  what 
side of  the aisle they come from.

The growing trend of  electing indi-
viduals who not only embrace, but 
champion, these theories is a dangerous 
one. Governance requires a deep under-
standing of  lawmaking, negotiation, 
and, most importantly, the ability to 
work across the aisle. Yet, when a can-
didate’s platform is rooted in falsehoods 
and divisiveness, they bring chaos to 
a process that already struggles with 
enough challenges.

There are candidates who may not 
align perfectly with your personal polit-
ical views but have proven track records 
of  compromise and effectiveness. These 
candidates understand the complexity 
of  government—they know that prog-
ress doesn’t come from shouting in an 
echo chamber or fabricating scapegoats, 
but from sitting down with opponents 
and finding common ground. These are 
the individuals who can work across 
the aisle, who understand that our gov-
ernment was designed to be slow and 
methodical for a reason, and who seek 
to improve it, rather than burn it down.

On the other hand, there are those 
who have built their careers on conspir-
acy theories and fearmongering. These 
individuals sow distrust in our institu-
tions and promote divisiveness, making 
it impossible to work toward meaning-
ful solutions. Their goals often center 
around self-promotion and power accu-
mulation, rather than serving the people 
or the greater good. They reject the idea 
of  compromise, not out of  principle, but 
out of  a need to perpetuate chaos and 
misinformation.

Before casting your vote, it’s crucial 
to do your research. Look into how the 
government actually works—how bills 
are passed, how compromises are made, 
and how policies are enacted. Examine 
what each candidate has done and said 
in the past. Have they demonstrated a 
willingness to work with those they dis-
agree with? Have they proposed realistic 
solutions to real problems, or are they 
offering easy answers to complex issues, 
based on theories that don’t hold up to 
scrutiny?

Sanity must win in these decisions. 
Even if  you don’t fully agree with a 
candidate’s policies, electing someone 
grounded in reality is far better than 
someone whose platform rests on dis-
tortion and delusion. A healthy democ-
racy is built on debate and diversity 
of  thought, but it must also be built on 
truth. We need leaders who are serious 
about solving the problems facing our 
country—leaders who understand that 
working across the aisle isn’t a betrayal, 
but a necessity.

In the end, casting a vote for a candi-
date who can cooperate with others—
even those they may disagree with—
ensures that government can function. 
Voting for those who traffic in conspira-
cy theories only ensures that we contin-
ue to spiral into chaos, and that’s a risk 
we simply cannot afford to take.

To the Editor:

When I registered to vote at the town hall 
in Woodstock in 1975, I was 30 years old. I 
remember the day clearly. I had expected 
the registration process to be routine. But 
when we had completed the paperwork the 
Town Clerk (at the time Veronica Hibbard) 
asked me to stand in front of  her and raise 
my right hand. She was all business.  And 
to her it was very serious business. While I 
hadn’t expected this she looked me directly 
in the eye and proceeded to administer the 
elector’s oath from memory: “Do you solemn-
ly swear that you will be true and faithful to 
the constitutions and governments of  the 
State of  Connecticut and the United States of  
America; that the statements made in your 
application for admission as an elector are 
true and complete; and that your privileges 
as an elector are not forfeited by reason of  
conviction of  a felony; so help you God.”

So every time I go into a voting booth, I 
remember Veronica administering that oath 
to me and the conviction with which she did 
it. And I will remember that especially this 
year in what I believe will be the most conse-
quential presidential election in my lifetime. 
Will the American people elect a candidate 
who calls on us to listen to “the better angels 
of  our nature” (as Lincoln might counsel us), 
encouraging us to recognize the strength and 
beauty of  our increasingly diverse nation, 
and call Americans to strive toward actualiz-
ing the founding principle of  our nation that 
all are created equal? Or will we elect one 
who is a convicted felon, financial fraudster, 
sexual predator, and a habitual serial liar 

who promotes fear and hatred? I know that 
in the past some have justified their support 
of  Trump by telling themselves and others 
that while it is obvious his character makes 
him unfit to be president, his support of  tax 
cuts for the very wealthy (hoping that “trick-
le-down” economic theory really works, 
which it doesn’t), and promise to appoint 
anti-Roe justices to the Supreme Court made 
it an unfortunate necessity (if  that was your 
priority). I find that line of  reasoning intel-
lectually and ethically dishonest. It doesn’t 
work for me.

Therefore, for me the choice before us 
on Nov. 5 is an obvious one. I will be voting 
for Kamala Harris. By his example Donald 
Trump gave a large number of  our fellow 
citizens permission to hate and unleashed 
the demons of  malice, racism, and fear 
that infect our nation’s blood stream today. 
Putting those evil spirits back into the dark 
crevices of  our nation’s history where they 
belong will not be an easy task. It will also 
be an unending struggle. And it’s going to 
take an overwhelming majority of  American 
of  good will to accomplish that assignment. 
While being convicted of  a felony no longer 
automatically disenfranchises a person as 
a voter in Connecticut, I believe exercising 
our right to vote is a public responsibility—a 
civic duty. And as Veronica Hibbard would 
remind us, voting is serious business. It’s 
especially serious this year. So, I hope you 
will join me in exercising your right to vote 
by casting your ballot for Kamala Harris.  

Jamie Harrison
Woodstock 

Voting is serious business, especially this year

   Turn the page
   To the Editor:

     By now the contrasts in the big debate 
have been well documented by the talking 
heads. Trump’s mug shot stare, Kamala’s 
reactions to his nonsense, from dogs and cats 
for supper to Trump saying the Democrats 
will endorse executing newborns at birth, 
and on and on. 

     Someone who understands Trump in a 
very deep and personal way; somebody who 
knows what makes him tick, is his very own 
niece, clinical psychologist Mary Trump. Her 
take on the debate:

     “Kamala came across as an empathetic, 
kind human being who listens. The kind of  
leader most of  us have been craving for the 
last nine years. She showed Donald to be a 
broken human being...a human being, but 
just not a successful one. Think about it this 
way: for his entire life Donald has existed 
on a very narrow band of  the continuum of  
human motion. He is trapped in grievance, 
rage, and fear of  humiliation, and for almost 
nine years he’s forced most of  us to exist 
there with him. She opened the door to the 
dungeon and showed us we can exist in the 
sunshine again, and that was one of  the most 
powerful things I have ever experienced.”

     Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp, another 
Republican who spoke at the Democratic 
National Convention, said that a Republican 
voting for Kamala Harris does not make one a 
Democrat. It makes you an American.

     A vote for Kamala Harris will help to 
continue the enhancement of  respect for our 
country, at home and abroad, that was begun 
by President Biden after the Trump years. 

     Trump’s “debate” performance should 
make you realize that there has to be a better 
way, something so much better than his ugly 
message. Even Trumpers must admit he was 
insulting their intelligence with the little he 
had to offer. Those who watch this network 
saw that even the FOX propagandists agreed. 
That is if  they could bring themselves to 
watch the assault for more than 20 minutes.  

   Ms. Harris reached out, saying she would 
be the President of  all people, not just the 
Elon Musks out there. Over and over she 
would speak of  a future with optimism, 
unlike Trump’s dark, bleak dystopia. 

   I once said that whoever would not accept 
a Trump defeat, well, you could just take off. 
How many of  you would actually leave? No 
one. Why? Because you must love your coun-
try, being an American. So then, how  could 
you support someone as anti-American as 
Trump? 

   The MAGA apologists see the end coming 
in their headlights. It’s time to turn the page 
on Trump.

Rick Rocheleau
Danielson

A veteran speaks… 
To the Editor:

I served our nation during the Cold War 
and Vietnam eras (late 1960s - early 1970s).  
To this day, I still feel it was an honor to have 
done so, and I remember wearing my uniform 
proudly.

When I read that Donald Trump, while 
visiting a military cemetery in France, called 
our fallen heroes from World War I “losers” 
and our POW’s “suckers,” I was more than 
just insulted.  I suspect that many of  you felt 
the same.

And for those deniers, I fact-checked this.  
Trump said it.  Not just once, but repeatedly, 
starting in 2018.  This was confirmed by his 
former White House Chief  of  Staff  Gen. John 
Kelly (USMC-retired) in an interview in The 
Atlantic magazine in 2020.  It was again con-
firmed by CNN in 2023.  Trump said it.  That’s 
what he thinks of  us.

And this is the same Donald Trump who 
got out of  the draft back in the 1960s.  He used 
his father’s influence to secure a medical 
deferment that Donald had a bone spur.  So he 
didn’t serve but he still insults and disparages 
our veterans!

So how can veterans who did serve think 
this guy deserves your vote? 

The Atlantic magazine also reported that 
Trump made damning statements against U.S. 
veterans such as the late Sen. John McCain, 
a POW in Vietnam, and former President 
George H.W. Bush who was shot down as a 
Navy pilot in World War II.

Again, how can you vote for a candidate 
who insults veterans?  Do you really believe 
he’s fit to lead, to serve as President and 
Commander in Chief ?  Too many convictions 
and lies to mention here, but you surely get 
the point.  As Gen. Kelly also said, “Trump 
is a person who has no idea what America 
stands for and has no idea what America is 
all about.”  

Kamala Harris and veteran Tim Walz have 
demonstrated to me that they have the lead-
ership qualities America needs.  The right to 
vote is a privilege of  all citizens.  Why would 
you give Trump your vote when you can help 
elect quality people like Harris and Walz?  

Greg Kline
Woodstock

Frank G. Chilinski
President/Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

NANCY WEISS

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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To the Editor:
Has anybody ever wondered what 

these investigations have cost us tax-
payers?   For example, the Biden DOJ 
and Smith have spent $35.7 million in 
taxpayer dollars prosecuting Donald 
Trump, vastly outspending previous 
special counsels.   (This figure covers 
the period from November 2022 to 
March 31, 2024.)   Smith’s office spent 
$19.4 million, while the corrupt DOJ, in 
going after a political opponent in the 
name/guise of  democracy, allocated an 
additional $16.3 million in resources. 
The $19.4 million includes $11.6 million 
for Smith’s salaries, benefits and secu-
rity detail.  

And besides raking in the bucks, 
how’s things been going for Smith as of  
late?  I’ll say other than aging his face, 
not well, but that’s the price you pay 
for being a pawn.   A while ago, it was 
felt here that people like Smith, James, 
Willis, Bragg and the other servants 
involved were going to be the ones to 
stop Donald Trump.   Things haven’t 
been going well for them as well, but 
maybe they all should have consid-
ered that possibility before seeking to 
make a name for themselves?   Smith 
by far out did the $9.8 million cost of  
investigating the democrats “Big Lie” 
that was the Trump-Russia collusion 
hoax.  But what that accomplished was 
it exposed the democrats, and yes, their 
“lame stream media” for being a bunch 
of  mindless little dupes and constant 
liars. However, our politicians don’t 
care as long as somebody else is footing 
the bill, but then nor do we as long as 
it’s against that other side, right?

Walz is now in trouble when 
Republicans issued subpoenas to gath-
er documents to investigate millions of  
dollars in fraud related to Covid-relief  
funds that happened on his watch.  But 
of  course Walz and his top staffers, who 
were in charge of  the oversight, are 
attempting to deflect away the blame 
for something that happened right 
under their noses.   So imagine having 
convicted felons in both Presidential 
tickets?   No, it won’t get that far, but 
if  Donald Trump was even rumored 
to have rang Pelosi’s doorbell and ran, 
the democrats would immediately have 
released their attack dogs armed with 
every available resource.

Did you see the picture of  President 
Biden wearing a MAGA hat?   Did he 

do this at the request of  a Trump sup-
porter, who as a result got handed a 
truly special souvenir, or did he do it 
to thumb his nose at those who aban-
doned him?  Either way, Mr. President, 
you have my respect.   On his planned 
visit to California, relatives of  Gavin 
Newsom’s wife will be hosting a Bay 
area fundraiser for Trump.   Imagine 
that, in addition to the democrats being 
the great dividers, they’re now divid-
ing families as well.   Harris made a 
campaign stop at Penzeys Spices, a 
shop known for hating and slamming 
Republicans, where she called for an 
end to political division.   That was a 
good place to do that because Penzeys 
Spices has an entire “About republi-
cans” page on their website with a 
lengthy essay bashing that political 
party, however these hypocrites admit-
ted they’d gladly take their money.  
Dick Cheney, once one of  the demo-
crats most hated people, has endorsed 
Harris, but now the hypocrites are 
praising him as a great leader.   And 
of  course, it’s no surprise that RINO 
Liz, who claimed the republican party 
was no longer her daddy’s republican 
party, did as well.  But who would know 
better about what the democratic party 
has become than RFK, Jr., who has now 
endorsed Trump?  I think it was those 
bobble-heads on The View that joked 
about Hulk Hogan endorsing Trump, 
but they probably fawned over the fact 
that Jesse Ventura, another former 
pro-wrestler, endorsed Harris.   But if  
you consider “The View” - which should 
be renamed “Their View” - to be a reli-
able news source, I’ll say that you’re 
a fool.     Barack Obama’s half-broth-
er, Malik has endorsed Trump, and 
is it true that Mark Zuckerberg said 
“there’s no way I can vote for a dem-
ocrat in this election?”   Another long 
time democrat Alan Dershowitz has 
joined the ranks of  those leaving the 
democratic party, but he’s yet to make 
up his mind who he’ll be endorsing.  
Taylor Swift, a woman who made a 
career singing about bad choices, 
endorsed Harris.   “MALA” for sure.  
And though he will be voting for her, 
Bernie Sanders admitted that Harris 
“flip-flops” on key issues and that she’ll 
say anything to get elected. 

Ed DeLuca
North Grosvenordale

To the Editor:
The presidential debate — the perfect 

venue to showcase Donald Trump as a 
pathological liar. It only took a few pokes 
at his fragile ego to send him spiral-
ing down into several psychotic rants. 
His weakness as a thin-skinned narcis-
sist makes him vulnerable (especially 
to foreign adversaries), and his mental 
competence becomes more questionable 
every day. As he constantly spews hate-
ful, divisive rhetoric and praises violent 
extremists, it makes sense that all that 
darkness could come full circle back 
to him --- and it has. It’s called Karma.                                                                                                                                           
                     

 I’m baffled  when Trump supporters 

say things like  “I don’t agree with what 
he says and how he acts, but...” or “I 
don’t like his personality, but...” But 
what? When choosing a leader for our 
great nation, nothing is more important 
than having good moral character and 
a history as an honest decent person. 
Trump is the exact opposite of  that. 
His life long legacy as a “bottom feed-
er” who’s only focus is himself  should 
disqualify him from any position of  
power. He’s a dangerous threat to our 
country and everything it stands for.                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                     

Todd Patrie
Pomfret Center

To the  Editor: 
 
According to conventional wisdom, 
American voters don’t pay much atten-
tion to presidential electoral politics 
until after Labor Day every four years. 
In addition, pundits tell us that aver-
age citizens are too busy earning a 
living and dealing with other aspects 
of  day-to-day life to immerse them-
selves in the news. And too many are 
poorly informed and misinformed by 
so-called news media that have been 
proven to lie, crazy social media 
posts, and influencers paid by Russia. 
 
But now it’s time for voters to engage. 
Will Americans succumb to the ava-
lanche of  hate and lies spewed daily 
by Donald Trump and his supporters, 
some of  whom regularly contribute to 
your Opinion page? Will they firmly 
reject the dangerous, false, and ridic-
ulous demonization of  Haitian and 
other immigrants or will they validate 
it and give permission for the increas-
ing violence against “the other” that 
Trump’s and J.D. Vance‘s rhetoric 
inflames? Will voters embrace a feloni-
ous candidate who regularly jokes about 
the brutal attack on former Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s husband or the candi-
date who quickly and unambiguous-
ly condemned attempts to kill Trump? 
 
Will the collective wisdom and decen-
cy of  the American people endorse a 
candidate who bragged about taking 
away a woman’s right to make her 
own decisions about her body, forcing 
11-year-old girls to bear the offspring 
of  their rapists, and making women 
bleed out in parking lots because phy-
sicians are fearful of  prosecution and 
imprisonment? Or will it choose to treat 
women as deserving the freedom to, and 
capable of, making their own decisions? 
 
Do Americans vote for a candidate who 
supports overwhelmingly popular gun 
safety laws or a Republican Party and 
candidate who says we just “have to 
get over” the gunning down our chil-
dren and grandchildren in their schools 
rather than to do anything about it? 
 
Do voters ignore history and com-
mon sense and let Russia do, “what-
ever the hell they want” to our NATO 
allies and abandon Ukraine to Putin’s 
brutal invasion? Or do we contin-
ue to aid Ukraine’s defense as Vice 
President Kamala Harris intends to do? 
 
Will Americans finally understand that 
Trump’s promise to enact tariffs on all 
goods entering the country is a tax that 
will cost them thousands of  dollars per 
year in higher prices and will do noth-
ing to fight inflation and lower prices 
of  the essentials they consume? Do they 
finally acknowledge that Trump’s mas-
sive tax cuts for the extremely wealthy 
and corporations don’t trickle down to 

them and only make inequality worse? 
 
Will we vote for the former president 
who sabotaged a bipartisan immigra-
tion bill that would have improved bor-
der security and given law enforcement 
more tools to intercept illegal drugs 
just so he could preserve an issue to 
campaign on? Or will we support the 
candidate who has pledged to sign that 
bill? Or perhaps we vote for the can-
didate who proposes tax cuts for the 
middle class and tax credits for fami-
lies with children and entrepreneurs 
who want to start small businesses? 
 
Will the Trump pledge to have a “bloody” 
deportation of  tens of  millions of  immi-
grants and build massive concentration 
camps appeal to our baser instincts or 
will our better angels reject them? How 
will people react when such a mass 
deportation devastates our economy? 
 
Maybe voters prefer the former presi-
dent who venerates ruthless dictators, 
like Putin, Xi, and Kim who subjugate 
billions of  their own citizens, because 
they are “strong” and “geniuses,” 
and one who is easily manipulated by 
flattery and the promise of  person-
al enrichment. Or perhaps a former 
prosecutor and state attorney gen-
eral with decency and integrity who 
stood up to drug cartels and human 
traffickers and will strongly repre-
sent the interests of  the United States 
when dealing with foreign leaders rath-
er than her own personal interests? 
 
Do voters decide to take their chanc-
es with the candidate who pledged to 
become a dictator “on day one,” impris-
on his perceived enemies after mili-
tary tribunals, and wants to “suspend” 
parts of  the Constitution? The same 
candidate who has repeatedly denigrat-
ed our fallen soldiers as “losers and 
suckers” and dislikes POWs such as 
John McCain because they got caught? 
 
Or just maybe voters take to heart the 
advice of  an unprecedented number of  
former Trump administration officials 
who witnessed him up close and fear 
what he would do if  elected again, or 
dozens of  retired military leaders who 
have warned us, or Republicans like 
former vice president Dick Cheney who 
will vote for the Democratic candidate. 
 
Perhaps many believe the Trump char-
acterization of  our country as a “third-
world nation” with an even more dysto-
pian future without him. But perhaps 
more see an America as “the shining 
city on a hill,” as Ronald Reagan once 
said, and Kamala Harris believes. 
 
Unquestionably, it’s a major test for the 
nation.

Billy G. Taylor 
Killingly

To the Editor:
As if  there are not enough reasons to 

be afraid of  Trump’s re-election, con-
sider the possibility of  his not finish-
ing the four years in office.  If  Trump 
dies, resigns or is removed by the 25th 
Amendment for becoming incapacitat-
ed, we would be stuck with Vance as 
President.  Even worse than McCain’s 
selection of  Sarah Palin, Vance is woe-
fully incapable of  being President.  He 
has virtually no governmental or lead-
ership experience.  Every day, he makes 
a fool of  himself.  For example, he has 
admitted that lying is OK.  What a won-
derful trait for a President to have but 
it would, at least, just be a consistent 
characteristic.  Vance as President is an 
incredibly frightening thought.

And Trump not finishing his term 
is a real possibility.  While there are 
no apparent significant physical health 
issues with him right now, the odds of  
disease issues are quite against him 
just because of  his age.  What we do 
know is his showing significant cogni-
tive decline every day.  

Richard Friedman, Director of  the 
Psychopharmacogy Clinic at Weill 
Cornell Medical College, asserts that 
Trump is exhibiting signs of  dementia.  

Friedman said that during the debate, 
“He displayed some striking, if  famil-
iar, patterns that are commonly seen 
among people in cognitive decline.”  He 
also said, “If  a patient presented to me 
with the verbal incoherence, tangen-
tial thinking, and repetitive speech that 
Trump now regularly demonstrates, I 
would almost certainly refer them for 
a rigorous neuropsychiatric evaluation 
to rule out a cognitive illness.”  Enough 
said.

Trump has canceled any other debate, 
and I’m glad.  I will not watch another 
for a number of  reasons.  Harris has 
proven herself  to be intelligent, compe-
tent, knowledgeable, quick-witted and 
articulate.  I’m sold.  I don’t need to hear 
Trump again.  He said nothing new and 
I’m tired of  hearing his lies and rants.  I 
don’t need to spend another 90 minutes 
of  my life hearing it all over again.  
Trump has once again proven that he 
is mentally incompetent, deranged and 
over the hill.  He has only proven that 
his criticism of  Biden being too old for 
the office applies to him.

Stephen Etzel
Putnam

To the Editor:
 
The 2024 presidential campaign now 

has its Han Shot First moment.
  The Secret Service shot first.   The 

guy who wanted to shoot Trump this 
time around never even got a shot off.  
He played peekaboo with his AK rifle, 
the Secret Service spotted him and fired 
at him, and he wimped out, dropped his 
rifle, and ran away.

  Much like the infamous Han Shot 
First thing where the story was changed 
after the fact in the “Star Wars” Original 

Trilogy, keep an eye on right wing news 
to see how much of  this they ignore to 
tell their own version of  the story that 
didn’t actually happen.

 Bottom line – we got him alive.  Let’s 
throw the book at him.

  I never thought I’d be making this 
kind of  comparison, but here we are.

 Skip the nonsense.  Vote Blue.
 

Jay Gerhart
Putnam

What are these investigations costing us? The Secret Service shot first

But what?

Vance is a frightening thought

A crucial test for voters

I hope those of  you who 
attended the September 
Brimfield Antique Show 
made some great finds 
or did well selling your 
wares.

It’s been nearly a month 
since my last antiques 
and collectibles auction 
update and there’s a lot of  
news to share with you. 
We’ll start with a very old 
auction item, a 14th cen-
tury Hebrew Bible, that 
brought a high figure at 
auction this month. The 
Shem Tov Bible was illus-
trated in multiple colors 
of  ink and gold leaf  and 
was created by Rabbi 
Shem Tov Ibn Gaon in 
1312 Spain. The 
rare Bible fea-
tures blended 
Jewish, Christian, 
and Islamic artis-
tic traditions. The 
“800-page Bible’s 
mix of  profound 
scholarship, mys-
tical lettering, 
and inter-cultural 
artistic influences 
made it unique,” 
according to the 
Guardian. The 
s p o k e s p e r s o n 
for the auction 
house said that 
this Bible escaped 
massacres, riots, 
upheavals, and wars over 
hundreds of  years. It sold 
for $6.9 million and will 
now be on public display 
after being in a private 
collection since the 1910s.  

Moving centuries for-
ward, an original copy 
of  the Declaration of  
Independence was found 
in a filing cabinet in a 
North Carolina estate. An 
auction house represen-
tative discovered it when 
they were called in to sell 
the contents of  a former 
plantation that had been 
sold to the state for pres-

ervation. The document 
was signed by Secretary 
of  Congress Charles 
Thomson. He signed 
only a fraction “of  the 
100 copies he ordered to 
be printed for sending to 
the legislatures of  the 13 

original states,” 
according to 
Axios. It is only 
one of  eight 
signed copies 
known to exist. 
Bidding ends 
on Sept. 28, and 
someone has 
already placed 
the $1 million 
minimum bid. 

Once again 
jumping ahead 
in time now to 
the late 20th 
century, a less 
than 30-year-old 
trading card 

is estimated to bring a 
large sum. I’ve mentioned 
in past columns that the 
popularity of  collectibles 
typically rises when col-
lectors are middle aged 
and have the disposable 
income and desire to col-
lect toys and games from 
their childhood. 1990s 
collectibles are popu-
lar right now and a 1995 
Pokémon is an example 
of  this. A Japanese Alpha 
Prototype card was devel-
oped to illustrate the idea 
of  Pokémon to company 
executives. It’s estimat-
ed to sell for between 

$300,000 and $500,000. I’m 
often asked what would 
be a good antique or col-
lectible to invest in. Who 
would think in 1995 that 
Pokémon cards would be 
selling for half  a million 
dollars three decades 
later.

Our next online auction 
is getting underway now. 
We have a wide variety 
of  items including gold 
jewelry, sterling silver, 
art, coins, and historical 
items. We are currently 
accepting quality con-
signments of  antiques 
and collectibles for future 
auctions. I’ll be apprais-
ing items for the public at 
the Scandinavian Culture 
Center in Newton from 
1 to 3 p.m. on Sept. 21. 
I will also be appraising 
items for the public at the 
Holden Senior Center on 
Sept. 30 at 1 p.m. There is 
a $15 fee for two items, and 
appraisals are limited to 
the first 60 people for the 
Holden event. Please visit 
our Web site https://cen-
tralmassauctions.com for 
links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com 
or (508-612-6111).

Auction news

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

www.StonebridgePress.com



“In the Studio” features 
artists from the Quiet 
Corner--home to many 
artists and makers, some 
of  whom have national 
or international recog-
nition for their work in 

fine art, handcraft, per-
forming art, art educa-
tion, and graphic art.  In 
this series, we’ll talk with 
our artist neighbors and 
learn about their careers, 
current projects, and con-

nections to our towns.  
We’ll also learn some 
“artspeak” terms in our 
conversations, demystify-
ing some of  those “art-
ist words”.  In this inter-
view, we’re meeting with 

painter Al Mathes of  
Killingly.  I recent-
ly caught up with Al 
at his “Landscape 
Journeys” solo show at 
the Thompson Public 
Library, which will be 
up until September 
30th.

Hello, Al, and thank 
you for taking time to 
speak with me about your 
paintings and the path 
you’ve taken as an artist.  
This show at the Library 
features your traditional 
and abstract landscapes, 
as well as both styles com-
bined in single pieces. It 
really tells us about your 
versatility as a painter.  
[L oil on canvas with ink 

on mylar; R oil on canvas]

	 Did you study art 
formally?

Yes, I did.  I have a 
Master’s degree of  Fine 
Art in painting and sculp-
ture from the University 
of  South Florida.  You 
could say I’ve always 
been a painter, though, 
starting as a 13-year-old 
playing with sketches and 
paints on small canvases. 
I loved the cityscapes of  
French artist Maurice 
Utrillo, and created my 
own versions of  them.

I am still interested in 
cityscapes of  sorts. Many 
of  my pieces speak to 
the relationship between 
nature and the manmade, 
such as in this piece titled 
“Heartland.”  It is a big 
piece, using paint and ink 
on mylar. The left side 
(black ink) represents 
that made by man, and 
the right (red paint) 
speaks of  man and what’s 
from the heart.

Whether realistic or 
abstract, your relation-
ship to the scenery and 
terrain comes through. 
I understand that you 
worked as a professional 
landscaper, correct?

Yes. I had a landscap-
ing company for many 
years.  When I moved 
to New England from 
Florida, I taught art for 
a while before I went 
into landscape work. 
I’ve done plantings and 
stonework for numerous 
sites in Northeastern 
Connecticut, ranging 
from residential to large 
commercial sites.  

It does come through 
in my artwork in a num-

ber of  ways. I’m inspired 
by aerial views from jet 
planes, as well as plein 
air painting. Sometimes 
I will suspend an expanse 
of  mylar literally 
between trees to rough 
out a painting, then fin-
ish it in the studio.

Readers are often inter-
ested in artist studios.  
How would you describe 
yours?

It’s a spacious studio 
above my garage.  I have a 
20-foot wall to accommo-
date large canvases, with 
room for supplies and fin-
ished work.  What I do is 
a lot of  work.  It’s messy.  
It’s ongoing.   I’m continu-
ing to pursue the elusive 
in my painting.  My work 
progresses but current 
pieces contain elements 
of  earlier efforts.

So, it’s a continuum 
of  your artistry.  Any 
advice for new collec-
tors? Aspiring artists?

In collecting, find 
something you like.  Talk 
to the artist. Go to shows 
and galleries.  There is 
so much good, original, 
affordable work locally.  
My advice for young art-
ists is to, go at it!  Both my 
son (cinematographer) 
and daughter (music 
librarian and vocalist) 
have made careers in 
the arts and I couldn’t be 
prouder.

Thank you so much 
for your time, your 
inspiration, and your 
enthusiasm for artis-
tic expression.  Readers 
can see the Landscape 
Journeys show during 
normal Thompson Public 
Library hours (860-923-
9779 tel.)

You can also see more 
about Al and his work by 
viewing  pinterest.com/
al4952/paintings-by-al-
mathes/

Word of  the day:  

Mylar—a translucent 
polyester film of  var-
ious thicknesses, it has 
numerous uses including 
support for artwork.

  
About the writ-

er:  Cynthia Saari 
(Woodstock) is a nation-
ally recognized flame-
work glass artist.  She 
has exhibited her work & 
taught for over 20 years; 
her glass beads have been 
included in numerous 
publications & invitation-
als.   Significant projects 
include costume work for 
the Santa Fe Opera, and 
flamework demonstra-
tor at the Peabody Essex 
Museum.  Cynthia offers 
talks & workshops in the 
Quiet Corner; she is an 
adjunct professor of  art 
at a local college.  
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

In the Studio

In the 
Studio

CYNTHIA SAARI 

brendan@
villagernewspapers.com

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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RUBBISH
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REMOVAL

508-764-6677
www.LeBoeufRubbishRemoval.com

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED SINCE 1971

COMMERCIAL
DUMPSTERS

CURBSIDE TRASH 
& RECYCLING

ROLL-OFF
RENTALS
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REMOVAL
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www.LeBoeufRubbishRemoval.com
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OPERATED SINCE 1971
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CURBSIDE TRASH 
& RECYCLING

ROLL-OFF
RENTALS
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Supportive science based group focused on
behavior change
Assistance with preparing to quit, focus on
not returning to nicotine
Address the physical, mental, and social
factors associated with quitting all tobacco
products. FREE! 

Nicotine Replacement
Therapy:

patches, gum, and
lozenges and a Freedom
From Smoking workbook

To register call (860)774-7350
 or email jvose@nddh.org

Kick the habit for free!
STOP SMOKING

Join in on our FREE virtual 
Tobacco Cessation Program 

Freedom From Smoking via Zoom!

Group sessions starting
Sept. 25th at 1pm or 6pm

for 8 weeks

This program is supported by a Preventive Health & Health Services Block Grant from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

DAYVILLE —  The team of  talented 
personnel at Westview succeeds with 
aplomb by celebrating their roles and 
responsibilities constantly.   Thusly, the 
Westview organization is sure to dedi-
cate a full week to applaud their victo-
ries and pay homage to their challenges 
every year—known to Westview staff  as 
Employee Appreciation Week.  

Between Monday, Aug. 26 and Friday, 
Aug. 30, gratuities were paid, swag was 
given, and smiles shone abundantly 
throughout Westview’s Dayville cam-
pus.   During this year’s celebration, 
equal honors rested upon the sturdy 
shoulders of  Westview Health Care 
Center, Westview Outpatient and 
Aquatic Therapy, Westview Sports 
Medicine, Country Living at Westview 
Commons, and Westview Child Care 
Center.   Today, Westview is proud to 
have more than 315 teammates across 
all of  these rosters.  Westview Executive 
Vice President David T. Panteleakos 
wanted to be certain that every soul 
that wears a Westview badge felt the 
gratitude of  every colleague, vendor, 
resident, patient, and family member 
connected with the facilities. 

  
Praising the entire Westview family, 

David T. Panteleakos commented about 
his joy in working alongside the individ-
ual contributors and the entire commu-
nity that forms their team.  

“I am so proud of  our group of  grace-
ful, generous, and dedicated individuals 
that make up this amazing brigade of  
Westview personnel,” Panteleakos said. 
“It is very important to me that we take 
the time to showcase our successes and 
thank our most valuable assets:   our 
astonishing staff !  Even during the most 
trying times, this cadre of  professional 
providers bestow their best care and 
contributions to our patients, residents, 
clients, and friends.  We greatly appreci-
ate their hard work and honest efforts 
that lead to the patient population 
entrusted to our care.   Congratulations 
to all of  our honorees, and cheers to the 
future triumphs in the coming years!” 

  
Westview Health Care Center is a 103-

bed inpatient skilled nursing facility, 
which includes a distinct and self-con-
tained 28-bed sub-acute short term 
rehabilitation unit and outpatient phys-
ical, occupational and speech therapies.  
These therapeutic modalities include 
adolescent/pediatric and adult thera-
py, an aquatic outpatient center, and 
sports medicine.   Each of  these health 
care offerings is devoted to providing 
outstanding quality health care ser-
vices for their given demographic.  The 
Dayville, Connecticut facility is consis-
tently ranked among the top nursing 
facilities in the nation, according to 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services as well as U.S. News and World 
Report—and has been consecutively for 
the past 15 years.   Westview opened 
in 1954; marking this year’s employ-
ee celebration as the organization’s 
70th  anniversary.   Throughout those 
years, Westview Health Care Center’s 
contingent of  caregivers, companions, 
cohesive coordinators, and support 
staff  have brought outstanding care to 
their patients and residents and have 
shared countless successes and smiles 
among each other. 

  
Country Living at Westview 

Commons is a 75-unit independent and 
assisted living community convenient-
ly located in picturesque Northeastern 
Connecticut.   Westview Commons is a 
115,000 square foot catered living facil-
ity dedicated to providing a genuine 
5-star experience including outstanding 
service, culinary expertise, and profes-
sional in-house entertainment.  Located 
directly across Route 21 from Westview 
Health Care Center, Westview Commons 
combines convenience, tranquility 
and comfort; providing a lifestyle that 
seniors deserve.   Since opening in the 
fall of  2020, Westview Commons has 
garnered a strong reputation for the 
facility’s living experience and their 
charming, considerate staff.  Their com-
pliment of  staff  includes thoughtful 
administrative professionals, thorough 

housekeepers and support services, 
enthusiastic recreational activity pro-
viders, a stellar dietary department, and 
nurturing nurses as a part of  their 
assisted living offerings. 

  
Westview Child Care Center is the 

newest member of  the Westview family, 
having opened in the fall of  2023.   This 
7,000 square foot child care center is ded-
icated to children of  its valued employ-
ees as well as the community at large.  
Westview Child Care Center is locat-
ed across Ware Road from Westview 
Health Care Center; making for easy 
access to Westview families.   Westview 
Child Care Center vertically integrates 
solutions for family needs—a unique 
convenience for Westview employees.  
The facility is dedicated to helping 
young minds “learn through play” and 
cares for children from the ages of  six 
months to 12 years old.   Their team of  
teachers have beautifully bonded with 
the young students entrusted to their 
care.  This was especially evident when 
Westview Child Care Center held their 
first “graduation ceremony” for the 
children moving on from their pre-kin-
dergarten program to a school setting.  
Elated emotions flowed and a few happy 
tears appeared as the teachers said their 
farewell to this first group of  graduates. 

  
Westview’s week-long Employee 

Appreciation Week held specific days 
for each of  the entities in their care 
family.   Monday celebrated all depart-
ments at Westview Health Care Center, 
Tuesday honored the staff  of  Country 
Living at Westview Commons, and 
Wednesday lauded the teachers at 
Westview Child Care Center.  Upon their 
designated day, the staff  of  each facility 
received an employee bonus, free lunch, 
raffles, and the annual apparel offering 
of  a themed T-shirt for the year.   This 
year’s shirt design centered around the 
concept of  the delightfully decorative 
structure on the campus of  Westview 
Child Care Center:  Imagination Castle.  
Emblazoned on the front is the text 
“WESTVIEW MMXIV” to signify the 
year’s annotation, and centered on 
the back is a graphic representation 
of  Imagination Castle sitting upon a 
cloud.   Within the cloud the text reads 
“Imagination is the Destination!”  When 
approaching any situation—whether it 
is providing care, facility growth, or 
navigating daily responsibilities—all 
members of  the Westview team imag-
ine the best possible outcome and work 
diligently with their colleagues to make 
it a reality. 

  
On Thursday night, Aug. 29, Westview 

hosted an employee recognition dinner 
at the grand event space of  Connecticut 
National Golf  Course.   Westview staff  
gathered together in their most dash-
ing apparel and socialized with each 
other before being seated for a gourmet 
meal.   As desert was served, Westview 
Executive Vice President David T. 
Panteleakos and Westview Human 
Resources Director Ruth Bentley took 
to the front of  the room to give individ-
ual salutations to the invited guests.  All 
in attendance followed along with cop-
ies of  the event’s program—a precise-
ly designed tri-fold document careful-
ly and creatively curated by Westview 
Administrative Assistant Christine 
Zadora.   The names called in celebra-
tion included employees with perfect 
attendance for the previous year, staff  
members with incremental years-of-ser-
vice anniversaries (some with as many 
as 35 years with Westview!), Employees 
of  the Month from the last calendar 
year, and the presentation of  the chosen 
Employee of  the Year. 

  
Thursday’s awards gala resumed what 

was an annual tradition that needed to 
be paused over the last few years due to 
pandemic precautions.   With multiple 
years’ worth of  recipients present, the 
gathered guests at Westview’s awards 
dinner showcased their shared amica-
bility and accolades as the designations 
were delivered.  

Westview Executive Vice President 

Westview 
celebrates Employee 
Appreciation Week

Turn To WESTVIEW page  A8
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High-level executives 
face unique challeng-
es in tax planning and 
retirement prepara-
tion. Your compensa-
tion package, with its 
stock options, deferred 
compensation, and 
other benefits, requires 
careful management to 
maximize wealth and 
minimize taxes. Let’s 
explore key strategies to 
help you navigate these 
financial waters.

Optimizing your com-
pensation package

Your compensation 
package offers several 
tax-saving opportunities:

Defer income: Push 
bonuses into future years 
when you might be in a 
lower tax bracket.

Time your stock 
options: Exercise options 
strategically to manage 
tax liability.

Leverage restricted 
stock units (RSUs): These 
can offer tax deferral ben-
efits compared to stan-
dard stock compensation.

Explore nonqualified 
deferred compensation 
plans: Defer large por-
tions of  compensation 
on a pre-tax basis, but 
understand the risks and 
rules.

The impacts of  opti-
mizing your compensa-
tion package for maxi-
mum returns and tax effi-
ciency can be huge. For 
example, one of  our cli-
ents, Bill, has worked as 
an executive in the phar-
maceuticals industry 
for years. I was thrilled 
when he shared with us 
the impact that our finan-
cial strategy is having for 
him: 

“WHZ has guided me 
in making my employ-
ee stock purchase plan 
and restricted stock 
units as tax-efficient as 
possible. I’m continu-
ally impressed with the 
financial acumen at WHZ 
and how they anticipate 
issues or opportunities 
I may not have consid-
ered,” Bill said.*

Maximizing tax-ad-

vantaged retirement 
accounts

Beyond the basic 
401(k), consider these 
options:

Backdoor Roth IRA: 
Use this strategy to 
convert traditional IRA 
contributions, even 
with high income.

Mega backdoor Roth: 
If  your 401(k) allows 
after-tax contributions, 
you could potentially con-
tribute up to $69,000 total 
in 2024 (plus an addition-
al $7,500 catch-up contri-
bution if  you are 50 or 
older).

Cash Balance Pension 
Plan: For those nearing 
retirement, this allows 
large tax-deductible con-
tributions.

Health Savings 
Account (HSA): A tri-
p l e - t a x - a d v a n t a g e d 
account that can serve 
as additional retirement 
savings.

Navigating equity com-
pensation

Stock-based compen-
sation significantly 
impacts your taxes and 
retirement planning:

Consider an 83(b) elec-
tion for restricted stock to 
potentially save on taxes 
if  stock value increases.

Be aware of  alterna-
tive minimum tax (AMT) 
implications for incen-
tive stock options (ISOs).

Develop a plan to diver-
sify company stock hold-
ings over time to reduce 
concentration risk.

Managing tax bracket 
transitions

Be strategic about man-
aging your tax bracket as 
you approach retirement:

During peak earning 
years, focus on tax-de-
ferred savings to lower 
your current tax bill.

In early retirement, 
consider Roth conver-
sions to take advantage 
of  lower tax brackets.

Time withdrawals 
from various retirement 
accounts to smooth out 
tax liability.

Charitable giving strat-
egies

Philanthropy can be 
good for both society and 
your tax bill:

Donate appreciated 
stock instead of  cash to 
avoid capital gains taxes.

Consider donor-ad-
vised funds to front-load 
charitable deductions.

If  over 70 and a half, use 
qualified charitable dis-
tributions (QCDs) from 
IRAs to satisfy required 
minimum distributions 
without increasing tax-
able income.

Estate planning consid-
erations

Align your estate plan 

with your retirement and 
tax planning:

Leverage your lifetime 
gift tax exemption ($13.61 
million for an individu-
al or $27.22 million for 
couples filing jointly in 
2024) to transfer wealth 
tax-free.

Consider an irrevoca-
ble life insurance trust 
(ILIT) for estate tax 
liquidity.

Explore strategies like 
grantor retained annuity 
trusts (GRATs) or inten-
tionally defective grantor 
trusts (IDGTs) for effi-
cient wealth transfer.

Charting your course: 
The bottom line

At WHZ, we under-
stand the complex chal-
lenges executives face 
in tax planning and 
retirement preparation. 
You need more than just 
financial advice – you 
need a partner dedicated 
to your long-term suc-
cess. That’s why we’re 
committed to providing 
each of  our clients with 
“Absolute Confidence. 
Unwavering Partnership. 
For Life.” Contact us at 
(860) 928-2341 or schedule 
a complimentary con-
sultation on our website 
at whzwealth.com to see 
how we can help you 
chart a course towards 
a more prosperous and 
secure financial future.

* This statement was 

provided Feb. 29 by Bill 
Eicholzer who is a cli-
ent. This statement may 
not be representative of  
the experience of  others 
and is not a guarantee 
of  future performance or 
success. For additional 
reviews, search us wher-
ever local businesses are 
reviewed.

Authored by Principal/
Managing Partner & 
Chief  Goal Strategist 
James Zahansky, 
AWMA®. Securities and 
advisory services offered 
through Commonwealth 
Financial Network®, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, 
a Registered Investment 
Adviser, 697 Pomfret 
St., Pomfret Center, CT 
06259 and 392-A Merrow 
Rd., Tolland, CT 06084, 
860.928.2341. http://www.
whzwealth.com These 
materials are gener-
al in nature and do not 
address your specific sit-
uation. For your specific 
investment needs, please 
discuss your individu-
al circumstances with 
your financial advisor. 
Weiss, Hale & Zahansky 
Strategic Wealth 
Advisors does not pro-
vide tax or legal advice, 
and nothing in the accom-
panying pages should be 
construed as specific tax 
or legal advice.  

Are you an executive? What you should know 
about navigating tax laws and retirement planning

JIM ZAHANSKY
INVESTMENT 

ADVISER

Financial 
Focus

David T. Panteleakos fur-
ther expressed his elation 
regarding Thursday eve-
ning’s event: “Taking the 
time on a night like that 
to celebrate our united 
understanding and our 
staff ’s unique talents 
represents just a token 
of  our gratitude for our 
faithful Westview fam-
ily.   I am happy to see 
all of  us gather together 
once more for this yearly 
acknowledgement, and to 
share in the salutations 
among all of  our col-
leagues.  Congratulations 
to all of  our award win-
ners!”  

As the sun set and 
day turned to night, 
the guests at this gala 
expressed gratitude 
for their colleagues at 
Westview upon whom the 
sun never sets.  Ensuring 
the constant continuum 
of  care concurrent to the 
event on Thursday night, 
their coworkers back at 
Westview made sure that 
patients and residents 
experienced the best 
quality of  care possible. 

  
For Friday’s tribute to 

Westview Staff, the facil-
ities hosted a “Family 
Fun Day” with various 
activities and attractions 
for employees and their 
families to enjoy.  Several 
sporting competitions 
offered open-entry oppor-
tunities for staff  mem-
bers to try their hand at 
certain skills—like a soc-
cer shootout on Westview 

Child Care Center’s turf  
field, a putting contest 
on Westview Outpatient 
Therapy’s outdoor green, 
a long drive competi-
tion utilizing Westview 
Sports Medicine’s multi-
sport simulator screen, 
and a billiards tourna-
ment hosted by Westview 
Commons.   For each of  
these spirited challeng-
es, prizes such as gift 
cards and additional 
bonus checks went to 
the highest placing fin-
ishers.   Carly Tusia and 
her farmland friends 
from Carly’s Critters, 
LLC dropped in to have 
a little playtime with 
Westview personnel and 
their family members 
in the afternoon.   Their 
mobile petting zoo fea-
tured goats, cows, llamas, 
sheep, miniature horses, 
turtles, and little duck-
lings frolicking about in 
their portable pens on 
the Westview Campus.  
A large inflatable moon 
bounce sat square-
ly in Westview Sports 
Medicine’s main parking 
lot and proved to be quite 
a hit with many children 
and a few brave parents.  
The Sports Medicine 
lot also contained a por-
table pickleball net and 
cornhole boards for 
some leisurely competi-
tion among colleagues 
and friends.   Westview’s 
Dietary Department put 
forth a gourmet spread 
of  custom cuisine to 
serve all three shifts; allo-
cating portions of  deli-
cious barbeque, summer 
salads, and scrumptious 
side dishes for the first, 

second, and third waves 
of  Westview’s daily dev-
otees.   And of  course, no 
celebration at Westview 
would be complete with-
out a visit from longtime 
friend Mr. Softee and his 
ice cream truck. 

  
The abundance of  

sunshine throughout 
Westview’s Employee 
Appreciation Week lent 
itself  to even warmer 
moments shared between 
the hearts, minds, and 
souls of  Westview staff.  
Yet even on stormy days, 
even during dimmer 
times, Westview staff  
shine a light from within 
to illuminate the way for 
patients, residents, and 
fellow teammates. 

  
Westview Health Care 

Center is a 103-bed inpa-
tient skilled nursing 
facility, which includes 
a distinct and self-con-
tained 28-bed sub-acute 
short term rehabilitation 
unit and outpatient phys-
ical, occupational and 
speech therapies includ-
ing:   Sports Medicine, 
Adolescent/Pediatric, 
Adult, and Aquatic 
Outpatient Centers, 
all dedicated to provid-
ing outstanding quality 
health care services.  The 
Dayville, Connecticut 
facility is consistently 
ranked among the top 
nursing facilities in the 
nation, according to the 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services as well 
as U.S. News and World 
Report, consecutively for 
the past 15 years.

WESTVIEW
continued from page  A1

Quiet Corner Al-Anon 
group meets Wednesdays

WOODSTOCK —  An open Al-Anon meeting meets at the East Woodstock 
Congregational Church every Wednesday from 7:30-8:30 p.m.  

The Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family Group is open to anyone affected by alcohol-
ism, family or friend.  Any enquiries can be directed to 860-634-3271.

Woodstock Legion post 
hosting open house

WOODSTOCK — The Benson-Flugel Post 111 American Legion, Inc. invites the 
public to our free open house and breakfast on Sept. 28 from 8-10 a.m.  Come to our 
post, located at 22 Stone Bridge Rd., Woodstock, to see what we do for our veterans 
and the community and see our newly renovated post home.  

We are always looking for new members and due to the LEGION Act of  2019 all 
veterans who have served since Dec. 7, 1941 are eligible to join.

 

Paws to host 
annual blessing of the 

animals Oct. 6
PUTNAM — Paws Cat Shelter is hosting its Sixth Annual Blessing of  the 

Animals on Sunday, Oct. 6 from 1 – 3 p.m. at the shelter, located at 74 School St., 
Putnam. Officiating is Reverend Jane Emma Newall.

All pets must be secured by leash or carrier. Pets are not allowed inside the shel-
ter but the shelter will be open for visitors during this time. 

There will be a bake sale and pet food donations are welcome. 

Paws is a non-profit, all volunteer organization caring for the cats of  our commu-
nities.  For more info or how you can donate, contact Paws at 860-315-1228.
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NEW BOOK FOR 
SALE:    Have you 
heard of  the Nipmuck 
Fires?    Lights in the 
Sky?    The Killingly 
Historical and 
Genealogical Society 
now has  Ghosts of  King 
Philip’s War by Thomas 
D’Agostino and Arlene 
Nicholson    for sale for 
$20. It includes this and 
other tales from our 
region… Please add $5 if  
you wish to have a copy 
mailed.    The books are 
available at the Killingly 
Historical Center during 
regular Wednesday or 
Saturday hours  (10 a.m.-
4 p.m.) or may be pur-
chased by mail.    Please 
send a check to P.O. Box 
265, Danielson, CT 06239. 

 
                       While looking 

for information on the 
Tucker District School 
for last week’s column, 
I came across wonder-
ful photos and write-
ups about Miss Leach’s 
Nursery School.  Perhaps 
you remember hearing 
of  this preschool or even 
went there yourself.    It 
furnished a unique 
resource long before 
we had formal kinder-
gartens and preschools 
operated by the towns.  A 
summary of  the school, 
dated April 1996 is locat-
ed in Photo Box 27 at the 
Killingly Historical & 
Genealogical Center..

                       “The Fairlawn 
Country Day School was 
opened in the early 1950’s 
at the home of  Miss Helen 
Atwood in Wauregan by 
Miss Atwood and Miss 
Mildred L. Leach.    Miss 

Leach graduat-
ed from Boston 
University with a 
major in Physical 
Education.    She 
taught at Beaver 
Country Day 
School for eight 
years.   For approx-
imately 20 years 
she was a staff  
member at Camp 
Adeawonda in 
West Ossipee, New 
Hampshire, a sum-
mer camp run by 
Miss Atwood. 

            “Fairlawn 
was open during 
the school year as a 
nursery school and 
kindergarten, and for 
several years as a sum-
mer day camp for older 
children as well.    Later 
the school was removed 
to 3 Hawkins Street in 
Danielson and after a 
year to the old whip fac-
tory, midway up the south 
side of  Hawkinns St.

            “Over the years 
different people worked 
with Miss Leach and 
Miss Atwood; the main 
contributor being Mrs. 
Evelyn Rees Jones of  
Danielson.    Also includ-
ed were Mrs. Lorraine 
Paquin and Mrs. Violet 
Cardinal of  Danielson, 
Mrs. Madelin Surdam 
of  Wauregan, and Mrs. 
Marion Kenyon of  
Moosup.

                        “Miss Leach 
arranged weekly trip 
days, which were greet-
ed with excitement by 
the children…A short 
list of  some of  the trips 
they made: Budd car 
train trip from Plainfield 

to Danielson; 
D a n i e l s o n 
Fire Station; 
East Killingly 
Goat Farm; 
W a u r e g a n 
Farm Dairy; 
L o g e e 
Greenhouses 
on North 
S t r e e t , 
D a n i e l s o n ; 
Miss Norton’s 
R i d i n g 

Academy.    Miss Leach 
presented the music pro-
gram, and directed the 
physical education activi-
ties, and as she says from 
her pleasant room at 
Pierce Memorial Baptist 
Home in Brooklyn ‘tried 
to stay one step ahead of  
the children and their 
question.’

                        “Mrs. Jones 
prepared the ‘readiness’ 
work for the children, 
helping to get them ready 
for kindergarten or first 
grade.    She was also the 
story teller, using books 
or flannel graph.  Once a 
year to the delight of  all, 
she had a ‘magic’ show in 
which she turned paper 
gingerbread boys made 
by her class into real gin-
gerbread cookies.

                       “It is believed 
that Miss Leach’s 
Nursery School was the 
only one of  its kind in 
the Danielson area.    The 
school was transferred to 
the former LaChance’s 
Market building on 
Carter Street at a later 

date and remained there 
until its sale at the time 
of  Miss Leach’s retire-
ment.”

            A letter from co-di-
rector Helen E. Atwood 
dated May 3, 1955 in the 
photo box described 
the “’Kindercamp’ for 
small children, ages 4-6 
years and 6-9 years.   The 
‘Kindercamp’ will oper-
ate as an official Day 
Camp on the school prop-
erty, Monday through 
Friday from 9 A.M. to 
4 PM. Beginning June 
20th.    The program…
will be under the direc-
tion of  Mildred E. Leach 
(who will be assisted 
by a capable and expe-
rienced staff).    Special 
equipment for play activ-
ities, pony rides, water 
play, boating, campcraft, 
outdoor cooking…pup-
pets, junior archery; 
music and trips will be 
available.    Featuring 
the program of  regular 
summer activities will 
be the Pony department, 
where each child will 
not only have the oppor-
tunity to ride every day, 
but will assist according 
to his or her own abil-
ity, in the care, feeding 
and watering of  the 
ponies…    If  you attend-
ed this Kindercamp, or 
had a child who attended, 
please consider sharing 
your memories.

            A most intriguing 
newspaper article dated 
Aug. 5, 1974    bore the 
headline, “Parents Try 
To Save the ‘Chocolate 
School’… “Miss Leach 
and her school, a brown 
building on Hawkins St., 

were faced with an early 
retirement this fall after 
a fire marshal’s inspec-
tion revealed several safe-
ly problems and resulted 
in repair orders amount-
ing to almost $5,000.  The 
house, built in 1855 and 
used for many years as 
a factory for the produc-
tion of  whipsockets in 
Wauregan and Danielson 
for 21 years, hopes 
money for the repairs 
can be raised, and the 
house sold to someone 
who can continue the 
rental agreement which 
the school has had for 
18yrs., or else will have to 
close.” (article handwrit-
ten date 8/5/1974;    paper 
not given).    A second 
article in the collec-
tion was titled, “ Miss 
Leach’s School to Reopen 
at New Site will move 
to 2 Carter St.    “’The 
Chocolate School’ now 
becomes the ‘’Little Brick 
School.’” (article dated 
Sept. 25, 1974; paper not 
given).    Again, please 
share memories if  you 
recall these events and 
the move to Carter Street.  

            There are many 
photos of  Miss Leach’s 
School in the Killingly 
Historical Society collec-
tion.    Do stop in and see 
them.  You’ll be pleasant-
ly surprised at the vari-
ety.    Perhaps you even 
have a photo that can be 
copied and added to the 
collection.

 
Support an Historic 

Property:    Killingly 
Grange #112, 801 Hartford 
Pike, at the corner of  Dog 
Hill Road, will be sell-
ing Clam Cakes, Chowder, 
and Trimmings Saturday, 
Sept. 21 from 5-7 p.m. for 
$15 per meal.   Dine in or 
take out.    Limited num-
ber of  meals.  To reserve 
a meal call 860-884-1813 
or visit    www.facebook.
com/KillinglyGrange/

 
Pressure Cooker 

Class:    Killingly Grange 
#112 will sponsor a class 
on learning how to pres-
sure cook the safe and 
easy way on Saturday, 
Sept. 28 at 10 a.m.  Learn 
how it can help you save 
dollars.    Admission is 
free.    Call or text Terry 
at 860-884-1813 for more 
information.

 
Margaret M. Weaver 

Killingly Municipal 
Historian, September 
2024. For additional 
information email me 
at  margaretmweaver@
gmail.com  or visit the 
Killingly Historical & 
Genealogical Center 
Wed. or Sat. 10-4 or www.
killinglyhistorical.org. or 
call 860-779-7250. Like us 
at Facebook at www.face-
book.com/killinglyhis-
toricalsociety.    Mail for 
the Killingly Historical & 
Genealogical Society, Inc. 
or the Killingly Historical 
and Genealogical Center 
should be sent to PO Box 
265, Danielson, CT 06329.

Killingly 
Chronicles

Sept. 23 – Sept. 28     
TOWN HALL MEETINGS (agendas and minutes at 

www.killingly.org)
Monday the 23rd 
Board of  Recreation Meeting (Killingly Community 

Center) 6 p.m.
Republican Town Committee Meeting (Room 102 – 

Town Hall) 7 p.m.
Tuesday the 24th
Democratic Town Committee Meeting (Room 102 – 

Town Hall) 6 p.m.
Thursday the 26th
Coffee with the Council (Chubby Dog Coffee and 

Gaming Bar) 6 to 7 p.m.
Open Space Land Acquisition Meeting (Room 102 – 

Town Hall) 6:30 p.m.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Monday the 23rd
KPL Lit Talks (Library) All Day
Create Our Bookmark (Library) All Day
An Epic Book Quest (Ages 13-18) (Library) All Day
Wonderful Ones and Twos (Library) 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Monday Mystery Matinee (Ages 18+) (Library) 1 to 

3 p.m.
Tuesday the 24th 
Moving & Grooving (Ages 1-5) (Library) 9:30 to 10 

a.m.
Can’t Put It Down Book Club (Ages 50+) (Library) 

12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
Belfast Movie (PG-13) (Library) 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday the 25th
Little Listeners (Ages 2-5) (Library) 11 to 11:45 a.m.
Virtual Story Time (Ages three and up) (Library) 10 

a.m.
Thursday the 26th
Story Craft (Ages 2-6) (Library) 10 to 10:45 a.m.
Friday the 27th 
Block Party (All Ages) (Library) 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Saturday the 28th
Photography Contest (Ages 18 and up) (Library) All 

Day

KILLINGLY PARKS & RECREATION PROGRAMS/
EVENTS COMING UP…

Beginner Rhythm Ballroom Dancing – Nov. 18 
through Dec. 2 (Mondays) (Killingly Community 
Center)

Tuesday Pound for Adults with Chris – Session 1 – 
Sept. 17 through Oct. 22 (Killingly Community Center)

Pre-Season Basketball Skills Clinic – Nov. 4 through 
Nov. 7 (Monday, Wednesday and Thursday) (Killingly 
Community Center)

Tuesday Art Club Classes with Tunk City – Sept. 
10 through Dec. 17 (Tuesdays) (Killingly Community 
Center)

Virtual High Five 2024 (Killingly Community Center) 
(Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday)

River Trail Wake-Up Workout with CV/Fitness – 
Sept. 9 through Oct. 14 (Mondays)

Thursday Yoga with Mary (Session 1) – Sept. 12 
through Oct. 3 (Killingly Community Center)

Zumba with Movement Magic – Sept. 16 through 
Sept. 30 (Killingly Community Center) (Mondays)

Getting in Line – Beginner Line Dancing with Mary 
– Sept. 11 through Oct. 2 (Killingly Community Center) 
(Wednesdays)

Relaxation and Guided Meditation – Sept. 24 through 
Oct. 29 (Killingly Community Center) (Tuesdays)

The Big E – Sept. 24
Stew and Story – Oct. 17 (Killingly Community 

Center)
Spooktacular Parade – Oct. 26 (Davis Park and Main 

Street)
Youthoop Girls and Boys – Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8
Youthoop Instructional - Grades 1 and 2 – Dec. 21 

through Feb. 8
Check out the Killingly Parks and Recreation web-

site for more daily class schedules, camps, trips and 
events!

For updates and changes, please visit the calendar 
on the Town of  Killingly Web site at www.killingly.org.

MARGARET 
WEAVER 

Killingly 
at 

300

Miss Leach’s Nursery School

Welcome spring and 
create continuous color 
for several months with a 
collection of  spring-flow-
ering bulbs.   After plant-
ing in the fall, you’ll enjoy 
an array of  flower colors 
that combine nicely with 
other spring-flowering 
trees, shrubs, and flowers.

  Start the season with 
early blooming snow-
drops. As winter fades 
watch for the dangling 
white flowers on six- to 
ten-inch-tall plants. 
Include these small 
flowers in rock gardens, 
mixed borders, and infor-
mal landscapes in sunny 
and part-shade locations. 

  Include a tapestry of  
colors with white, pur-
ple, lavender, and yellow 
crocus.   Large Flowering 
Pickwick crocus offers 
unique blooms of  white 
flowers with purple pin-
stripes. Its striped petals 
surround the red-orange 
stamens making this a 
standout in any planting.  
Crocus are a favorite of  
critters as well as garden-
ers so consider protect-
ing them with a repellent 
as the leaves emerge in 
spring.

  Look to early, mid, 
and late spring bloom-
ing tulips and daffodil 
varieties to maximize 
the color in your land-
scape throughout the 
spring. Check catalog 
descriptions and pack-
age labels to help you 
select an array of  bloom 
times. Longfield Gardens’ 
Bloom Times Guide to 
Spring and Summer 
Bulbs  (Longfield-
Gardens.com) can also 
help you plan for three 
months of  color in your 

landscape.
  Look to Emperor, 

Kaufmanniana, and 
Greigii tulips for a bit of  
early spring color.   Add 
some fragrance and 
showy, peony-like flow-
ers with Double Early 
Foxtrot. This award-win-
ning tulip has sturdy, 
weatherproof  stems that 
support its loosely cupped 
flowers. Its petals contain 
a range of  pink shades 
from white to deep rose. 

  Plant some Darwin 
Hybrid and Triumph 
tulips for mid-spring 
color in the garden. The 
two-toned flowers on 
Apricot Impression seem 
to glow and as a Darwin 
hybrid, they will have a 

long-lasting presence in 
your garden. Finish the 
spring season with fancy 
ruffled parrot tulips, 
fringed and lily tulips, 
and more single and dou-
ble late bloomers. You’ll 
enjoy the extended show 
and late spring flowers to 
enjoy in arrangements.

  Don’t overlook daffo-
dils. You’ll find a vari-
ety of  flowers with long, 
short, large, and split 
trumpets. Daffodil flow-
ers may be one color, or 
the trumpet may be a 
different color than the 
color of  the surrounding 
petals. Double variet-

ies add a unique look to 
any garden. The early- to 

mid-spring blooming 
Cyclamineus Tete-a-
Tete daffodil may be 
small in stature at 
seven inches but the 
bright yellow flowers 
and three blossoms 
per stem make it vis-
ible from a distance.  

  Combine some 
Armenian grape 
hyacinths with mid-
spring blooming 

tulips, daffodils, and 
perennials. Their small, 
cobalt-blue, fragrant flow-
ers last weeks and look 
good wherever they are 
planted.  

Bridge spring and sum-
mer flower seasons in 
your garden with Purple 
Sensation allium. This 
late spring blooming 
bulb has four-inch round 
purple flowers high atop 
24-to-30-inch stems. These 
reliable bloomers are crit-
ter-resistant like daffo-
dils and grape hyacinths. 
Enjoy them in your gar-
den, fresh bouquets, and 
dried flower arrange-

ments.
  Make this the year 

you select and do some 
fall planting of  various 
early, mid, and late spring 
flowering bulbs.   You’ll 
be rewarded with a burst 
of  early spring color and 
sustained beauty from a 
mix of  spring flowering 
bulbs.

 
Melinda Myers has writ-

ten more than 20 garden-
ing books, including the 
recently released  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd  Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She 
hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” 
DVD  instant video 
series  and the national-
ly syndicated  Melinda’s 
Garden Moment  TV & 
radio program. Myers is 
a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for  Birds & 
Blooms  magazine and 
was commissioned by 
Longfield Gardens for her 
expertise to write this arti-
cle. Her Web site is  www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Fall planting provides months 
of continuous spring color

Courtesy — Longfield-Gardens.com

The late spring blooming bulb Purple Sensation allium has 
four-inch round purple flowers and is critter-resistant.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Voters invited to “grill” local candidates 
at Woodstock Dems’ Political Cookout

WOODSTOCK — Woodstock voters: your best chance to “grill” political candidates with questions on matters 
“dogging” town residents is coming — it’s the annual Candidate Cookout on Saturday, Oct. 5, at Roseland Park.  
Free hot dogs (meat and vegan) plus soft drinks and chips will be served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hosted by the Woodstock Democratic Town Committee, the Cookout features candidates running for offices 
representing Woodstock.  The Candidate Cookout has become a highlight of  recent election campaigns in 
Woodstock.

Candidates invited are incumbent U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy, incumbent Congressman Joe Courtney (2nd 
district), and incumbent State Rep. Pat Boyd (50th district).  Also, Merry C. Garrett, candidate for State Senate 
(35th district), and Woodstock’s own Ethan Werstler, State Representative candidate (52nd district).  Both 
Garrett and Werstler are making their first runs for political office.    

“Candidates will respond to questions and concerns raised by voters,” said Suzanne Woodward, one of  the 
event coordinators for WDTC.  “Come early!  The grills will be smokin’ until the voters have spoken!”

The WDTC invites all voters to join us for hot dogs at Roseland Park on Oct. 5 to meet the candidates.



If  you like to gripe, you’ll say 
about me, “He’s just writing this col-
umn to complain about people who 
like to gripe! He’s just a complainer 
in disguise!” So true—I’m basically 
undercover in the world of  whiners, 
taking notes on the art of  pointless 
moaning. Call it gripe-ology, if  you 
will.

Larry Longsigh was a hard worker 
by most standards but never seemed 
content, no matter how well things 
went for him. Every situation, no 
matter how fortunate, was met with 
a complaint. When he won a free 
vacation in a raffle, he sighed, “Now 
I’ll have to deal with the hassle of  
packing and airports.” When his 
friends threw him a surprise birth-
day party, instead of  being grate-
ful, he grumbled, “Why didn’t they 
ask me first? I hate surprises.” Even 
when his health improved after a 
long recovery, Larry found a way to 
moan, “Great, now I have no excuse 
to take it easy.” Nothing could make 
him happy!

Some people gripe with just cause, 
and others gripe.

Larry visited the same café every 
morning and, without fail, grum-
bled, griped, and complained about 
everything. “Why are the napkins 
folded this way? They’re too neat!” 
“The muffins are too… muffiny.” 
One day, he grumbled, “This sun-
light coming through the window? 
Too bright. Can’t someone turn it 
down?” At first, the other customers 
tried to ignore him, but soon, one by 
one, they started to leave in the most 
exaggerated ways. One woman put 
down her coffee, sighed dramatically, 
and crawled out the door on all fours 
like escaping a war zone. Another 
man threw his hands in the air, 
yelled, “I can’t take this anymore!” 
and moonwalked out, never break-
ing eye contact with Larry. Finally, 
the barista, tired of  it all, slowly slid 
out from behind the counter, tiptoed 
to the door, and quietly locked it 
behind her as she left.

If  you must gripe to be happy, for 

goodness sake, do it qui-
etly so as not to disturb 
others!

Once, Larry Longsigh 
was in his driveway, 
determined to assem-
ble an exercise bike he’d ordered 
online. The moment he opened the 
box, disaster struck. “Why are there 
so many parts? I’m building a bike, 
not a space shuttle!” He groaned 
at the manual, which he claimed 
was “written in hieroglyphics,” and 
tossed aside the tiny wrench. “What 
is this, a toy? I need real tools!”

Larry attacked the bike with a 
power drill as if  he were about to 
build a skyscraper. The handlebars 
went on crooked. “Great, now I’ll 
steer straight into traffic!” He twist-
ed them violently—SNAP! A piece 
flew off, nearly taking out a bird. 
“Perfect. Now it’s broken, and I’m 
still fat.”

Still, Larry pressed on, jamming 
parts together until the bike almost 
looked functional. He hopped on, 
pedaled once, twice, and then—
CRUNCH! The entire thing collapsed 
under him, sending him sprawling 
in a mess of  bolts, handlebars, and 
shame.

Don’t be too hard on the person 
who always gripes—they’re making 
life hard enough on their own.

Larry Longsigh didn’t limit his 
complaints to the café or his drive-
way—his favorite spot to grumble 
was the neighborhood Christmas 
party. One year, he started strong. 
“Tinsel on the tree? Choking haz-
ard,” he muttered, tugging at a 
strand. At the snack table, he eyed 
the eggnog. “Who drinks this? It’s 
liquid regret!”

But the real show came during 
the Secret Santa gift exchange. “Gift 
exchanges? Great, more junk,” Larry 
groaned. When his turn came, he 
opened a scarf. “A scarf? What am 
I supposed to do with this? Hang 
myself?”

In typical Larry fashion, he tied 
the scarf  dramatically, pulling too 
hard and accidentally hooking him-
self  on a nearby coat rack. His legs 
flailed as the room fell silent, then 
burst into laughter. “This is exactly 
what I get for showing up,” Larry 
sighed, still dangling.

Give a griper plenty of  rope, and 
they will hang themselves.

And so, we come full circle, back 
to the art of  pointless moaning—
gripe-ology at its finest.

In the end, though, constant com-
plaining is a trap. Life keeps moving, 
whether you’re enjoying it or not. So, 
the real question is: will you spend 
it griping, or will you find a reason 
to smile?
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to be a perfect spot as 
both Chubby Dog Coffee 
Company and their neigh-
bor Wonderland Comics 
are well-known for their 
embrace of  nostalgia and 
pop culture. O’Connor 
said the support for their 
cause spreads beyond the 
“Star Trek” community 
as they often meet and 
embrace fans of  many 
other genre properties as 
well.

“We love our ‘Star Wars’ 
friends and promote 
their organizations and 
we believe in everyone, 
every fandom whether it’s 
‘Star Wars’ or ‘Back to the 
Future’ or ‘Star Trek,’ you 
name it. We believe every-
one can work together 
across all franchises and 
we love all things nerd, 
but what makes ‘Star 
Trek’ last is that the fran-
chise keeps reinventing 
itself  and each property 
is geared towards teach-
ing moral lessons from 
the start. The shows on 
TV today are teaching the 
same lessons about why 
it’s good to be a good per-
son,” said O’Connor.

The Fill a Shuttle Craft 
Campaign proved to be a 
great success bringing in 
more than 40 pounds of  
food and products split 
between Daily Bread and 
the Humane Society. This 
is in addition to more than 
$500 that the USS Charter 
Oak raised during a previ-
ous month-long campaign 
to assist the Humane 
Society with their pro-
grams.

FOOD DRIVE
continued from page  A1

Participating business-
es ranged from cultur-
al institutions like the 
Lyman Allyn Museum 
and Mystic Seaport to 
social service organi-
zations such as FRESH 
New London and local 
municipal offices across 
the region. 

 
This diverse range 

of  worksites highlights 
the program’s exten-
sive reach and impact. 
“The substantial col-
laboration between 
the Connecticut Youth 
Employment Program 
and institutions such as 
Mystic Seaport Museum, 
The Garde Arts Center, 
and NSA Supermarket 
benefits our communi-
ties by bridging present 
and future employment 
in young people’s lives,” 
said Cindy Alvarez, 
Teen Development and 
Employment Program 
Coordinator at New 
London Youth Affairs.

 
Participants also 

attended workshops on 
topics including finan-
cial literacy, labor mar-
ket information, youth 
labor laws, career deci-
sion-making, equity, 
mental health and well-
ness, interpersonal skills, 
problem-solving, time 
management, entrepre-
neurial education, and 
driver’s education prepa-
ration.

 
This comprehensive 

approach, Rivera said, 
leads to increased confi-
dence and a sense of  pur-
pose. “I see hopefulness,” 
she said. “I see growth. 
I see responsibility. I see 
them evolve from where 
they start, becoming 
more vocal, advocating 
for themselves… Youth 
needs to be successful 
at something. I find that 
so rewarding, and it just 
changes me.”

 
EASTCONN continues 

to offer support through-
out the calendar year, but 
on a smaller scale. 

“We do have a number 
of  youths in our pro-
grams during the year 
– around 40 – and they 
might come in different 
increments,” Rivera said. 
“But it’s so good, because 
a lot of  these kids: their 
parents might not have 
the tools to guide them 
to things like this or help 
them get jobs.”

 
For many young work-

ers in the Willimantic 
area, the CT Youth 
Employment and 
Training Program 
offered a first glimpse 
into the world of  employ-
ment and an opportunity 
to make a difference in 
their communities. 

 
Isaac B., 15, from 

Mansfield, spent the 
summer working at 
Covenant Soup Kitchen 
in Willimantic. The expe-
rience, he said, changed 
the way he looked at 
unhoused and itinerant 
individuals and families. 

“My perception was a 
very negative one when 
I first got here,” he said, 
“but I’ve met some very 
interesting people this 
summer.”

 
A shift in perspective 

was a common theme 
among the youth work-
ers. “It’s been good, I’ve 
seen different things,” 
said Daelen C., 15, who 
worked at the Access 
Community Agency food 
pantry in Willimantic. 
“A lot of  people don’t 
have the resources that 
we have, so it’s very sad. 
But I’m glad to help out 
people who don’t have a 
lot of  stuff… It’s good to 
work with people who 
are unfortunate and don’t 
have a lot of  resources. 
It’s a different outlook on 
things.”

 
“It feels great, helping 

the community out, mak-
ing sure that they have 
great food as opposed to 
bad food, giving them 
seconds if  they want 
them,” said Gustavo V., 
18, from Willimantic, who 
worked at Covenant Soup 
Kitchen. “I’ve gotten to 
know some of  the people 
in the community. It feels 
really great.”

 
Madison L., a 15-year-

old from Windham, 
said she made valuable 
friendships working 
at the Covenant Soup 
Kitchen in Willimantic 
– including “new best 
friend” Keyana M., 17, 
who replied: “[Madison 
is] probably the person I 
trust the most.”

 
The program also 

addresses a critical 
demand for labor in local 
communities.

 
Maria Rodriguez, 

Food Pantry Supervisor 
at Access Community 
Action Agency, said her 
nonprofit organization 
is nearly always under-
staffed. “On Mondays 
and Tuesdays we get 
shipments of  sup-
plies in Willimantic 
and Danielson from 
Connecticut Foodshare,” 
she said. “If  I didn’t have 
these [youth workers], I 
couldn’t make it happen.”

 
Beyond the immediate 

impact on participants 
and communities, the CT 
Youth Employment and 
Training Program strives 
to address broader chal-
lenges facing youth in 
eastern Connecticut.

 
A recent report by 

Dalio Education and the 
Boston Consulting Group 
titled “Connecticut’s 
Unspoken Crisis” high-
lighted alarming rates 
of  youth disconnection 
in the region, with some 
towns seeing 30-40% of  
young people neither 
working nor in school.

 
The Youth Employment 

and Training Program 
serves as one crucial 
intervention in this 
landscape. “These kids 
are really excited about 
building essential life 
skills,” said EASTCONN 
program facilitator 
Kevin Segar. “If  you see 

the interaction with the 
adults, they’re really 
building a rapport with 
other people, and they’re 
really enjoying it. I think 
having this kind of  job 
makes them feel import-
ant.”

  
As eastern Connecticut 

grapples with the chal-
lenges of  youth discon-
nection and workforce 
development, the CT 
Youth Employment and 
Training Program offers 
a beacon of  hope. By pro-
viding meaningful work 
experiences, skill devel-
opment, and community 
engagement opportuni-
ties, the initiative is help-
ing to shape the region’s 
future workforce while 
addressing immediate 
community needs.

 
For the young people 

who participated this 
summer, the program 
has been more than just a 
job – it’s been a stepping 
stone towards a brighter 
future. 

 
“I learned more about 

communicating with 
people and helping peo-
ple more,” 15-year-old 
Gennadi F. “It feels excit-
ing. I feel happy when I 
help people and I see that 
people are happy. I think 
it’s really going to help 
me in my future.”

 
To learn more about the 

CT Youth Employment 
and Training Program, 
please visit  www.east-
conn.org/youth-employ-
ment.

YOUTH
continued from page  A1

the town has already con-
firmed, while a design 
will create a hard copy 
plan for implementation. 
The overall plan would 
be to greatly increase 
the capacity of  the plant 
to serve both Killingly 
and Brooklyn for several 

decades.
With Brooklyn also 

being a stakeholder in the 
project, the Town Council 
asked if  Killingly would 
engage in cost sharing 
with their neighbor town. 
However, Calorio indicat-
ed that Brooklyn is not in 
the position to make that 
kind of  investment. 

“We have not asked 
Brooklyn for design fund-

ing. Brooklyn’s WPCA 
hasn’t had capacity. 
Their financial reserves 
have dwindled signifi-
cantly,” said Calorio. “I 
think they’re willing to 
be a team player in this 
in the long haul, but up 
front it’s not necessarily 
a viable option and that’s 
been my discussions with 
Brooklyn. They want 
to be a partner, they’re 

okay with paying, but 
the resources are not 
the same. It’s a different 
matter for them at the 
moment.”

The Town Council 
approved the design 
funding unanimously. 
The project is expected 
to go out to bid later this 
year with the bids not to 
exceed $2 million.

WPCA
continued from page  A1

Volunteer Fire 
Department, West 
Thompson Fire 
Department, East 
Putnam Fire Department, 
Attawaugan Fire 
Department, Putnam 
EMS, Woodstock 
Volunteer Fire 
Association, Pascoag 
Fire Department of  
Rhode Island and 
the Webster Fire 
Department and Douglas 
Fire Departments in 
Massachusetts all assist-
ed on the scene. Tanker 
trucks were deployed 
to move around 52,000 
gallons of  water from 
Quaddick Lake to battle 
the fire. All structures 
were considered total 
loses in the blaze. The 
fire was knocked down 
within one and a half  
hours according to emer-
gency officials, but crews 
remained on the scene for 
18 hours to ensure the fire 
wouldn’t reignite and to 
investigate a cause.

In the early morn-
ing hours two victims 
were located on scene. 
According to a report 
from the Connecticut 
State Police confirmed by 

the East Thompson Fire 
Department an unidenti-
fied male was found 200 
feet from the property 
in the nearby woods suf-
fering extensive burns 
injuries. The individual 
was transported by Life 
Flight to Mass General 
Hospital in Boston in 
critical condition. Police 
later confirmed that a 
second adult victim was 
found deceased in the 
ruble of  the collapsed 
home. The Stonebridge 
Press has confirmed with 
the Office of  the Chief  
Medical Examiner that 
the deceased victim was 
Diane Johnson, who 
co-owned the home with 
James Johnson. The sec-
ond victim was not iden-
tified in time for this 
report.

The Thompson 
Fire Marshal’s Office, 
Connecticut State Police 
Fire & Explosives Unit, 
and Detectives from the 
Eastern District Major 
Crime Squad are leading 
the investigation into the 
blaze. As of  this writing, 
no cause or confirmation 
of  foul play had been 
issued by law enforce-
ment and the fire is sim-
ply deemed “suspicious” 
in nature.

FIRE
continued from page  A1
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Robert Linwood Coffin 

Olmsted, AKA Robert L.C.
Olmsted, AKA Robert Olmst 

(24-00326)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dated 
September 10, 2024, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.
Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Windsor Dexter Coffin
c/o CHARLES T ALFANO,
ALFANO & FLYNN, LLC,
53 MOUNTAIN RD., 
SUFFIELD, CT 06078
September 20, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Glen G. Wallen 

(24-00344)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dat-
ed August 22, 2024, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.
Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Constance A. Nash
c/o EDWIN C HIGGINS, 
BACHAND, LONGO &
HIGGINS, 168 MAIN STREET, 
P.O. BOX 528,
PUTNAM, CT 06260
September 20, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Gerard Julian 

(24-00371)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dated 
September 11, 2024, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Rebecca Julian, 19 Blain Road, 
N. Grosvenordale, CT 06255
September 20, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF 

Brien F Kroeger (24-00339)  
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dated 
September 10, 2024, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim. 

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
Marjorie J Kroeger 
c/o GAIL JESSEL ROOKE-NOR-
MAN, ROOKENORMAN & ASSOC, 
31 ACADEMY STREET, PO BOX 347, 
DANIELSON, CT 06239
September 20, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF 

Lawrence Matthew Krause,III 
(24-00213) 

The Hon. Carolanne Rowe, Judge of 
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dated 
July 25, 2024, ordered that all claims 
must be presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to prompt-
ly present any such claim may result 
in the loss of rights to recover on such 
claim. 

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
c/o MARK R BROUILLARD, ST ONGE 
& BROUILLARD, 50 ROUTE 171, 
WOODSTOCK, CT 06281 
September 20, 2024

TOWN OF WOODSTOCK
On September 10th, the Wetlands 
Agent approved application #09-24-34, 
77 Child Hill Road, Evelyn Cole Smith 
for a garage addition within Upland Re-
view Area. 
Dan Malo,
Wetlands Agent
September 20, 2024

LEGALS

OBITUARIES

Donald J. 
Pusczynski, 91 of  
Brooklyn, CT passed 
away peacefully at 
Hartford Hospital on 
September 13, 2024 at 
the age of  91. He was 
predeceased by his 
beloved wife Anna 
(Wagner) of  64 years 

and his son Steven. Also, his parents 
Stephen and Katherine (Szemberko) 
Pusczynski and a brother Peter.

He is survived by his son Andrew 
Pusczynski and his wife Janet of  
Brooklyn, CT; his daughter Linda 
Steele of  Brooklyn,  CT; his grand-
children Kyle, Brianna, Kaylyn and 
Nickolas. 

Don joined the Air Force in 1951 after 
graduating from Central High School 
in Bridgeport, CT. He was stationed in 
Germany where he met his wife, Anna. 
Don was an Auto Mechanic in the Air 
Force and severed for over 20 years. He 
also was stationed in France, Texas, 
Arizonia, Michigan, Myrtle Beach, 
Kentucky and Alaska. After Don also 
severed two years in the National 
Guard. After retiring from the Military 
as TSGT, he worked as a civilian at the 
Naval Sub Base as a working supervisor 
for 23 years. Following his retirement 
from the Naval Sub Base Don worked 
part time for 20 years at Markley 

Motors / Premier 
Car Dealership in 
Brooklyn, CT. 

He and Anna were 
active parishioners of  
Our Lady of  LaSette 
Church in Brooklyn, 
CT. They belonged 
to the German Club 
of  Hartford and the 
Yesteryears Car Club. Mornings at 6 
am Don was at another one of  his sec-
ond homes, Cozy Corner having break-
fast with the world’s best waitresses. 
Saturday mornings were spent social-
izing with Russ, Randy and the boys 
at the Scotland Garage. Don and Anna 
were both great polka dancers. Don was 
accomplished at playing the accordion. 

His closest friends were Bruce and 
Denise Beandoin of  Lebanon. He had 
a special connection with his grand-
daughter Brianna. He was fond of  a 
special cousin Anna Pendergast of  
Sandy Hook, CT.

A Mass of  Christian Burial 
will be at  10:00  AM on Wednesday, 
September 25, 2024 in  Our Lady of  
La Salette Church, 25 Providence Road, 
Brooklyn, CT.  Burial will follow at 
1:00 PM in  the State of  Connecticut 
Veteran’s Cemetery, 317 Bow Lane 
Middletown, CT.  Share a memory at 
www.gagnonandcostellofh.com

Donald J. Pusczynski, 91

Woodstock  – It is 
with great sadness 
that we share the 
passing of  our loving 
father, grandfather, 
uncle, and husband, 
Dwight William Duke 
III, affectionately 
known as “Bill”. Up 
until the very end, his 

humor and quick wit brought joy and 
lightness to all who met him. He passed 
away peacefully at home with his fami-
ly by his side on August 22, 2024, at the 
age of  77.  He will be greatly missed by 
his beloved wife, Cheryl Dziura-Duke, 
his son ‘Duke’ and spouse Sara, daugh-
ter Kristi and her partner Jim, his 
grandchildren Keenan, Zuri, Domino, 
and Nova, sister Debbie (Duke) Zenger 
and her husband Kirby, brother Randall 
Duke and his wife Diane, and sister-in-
law Sue (Masias) Duke. He will also be 
missed by Cheryl’s entire family, his 
numerous nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins, his godson Shomarie Remeckie, 
and many friends. He was prede-
ceased by his father Dwight W. Duke 
II and mother Florence (Shingleton) 
Duke, his brother Larry Duke, sisters 
Susan (Duke) Schone & Ailene (Duke) 
Gatherum, nephew Tommy Duke, and 
brother-in-law Richard Schone.

Bill was born in Denver, Colorado. He 
graduated from Skyline High School 
in Salt Lake City Utah. An avid scout, 
he achieved the high honor of  Eagle 
Scout. Bill was a proud 50-year mem-
ber of  LIUNA (Laborers’ International 
Union of  North America), held a BS 
in Labor history from the National 

Labor College, and was a passionate 
advocate and educator. He retired from 
LIUNA after serving as the National 
Apprenticeship Coordinator for North 
America. It was this position that 
brought him to CT where he met his 
soulmate, Cheryl, and they celebrated 
27 years of  marriage in May. Bill’s gift 
of  40+ years of  sobriety was the cor-
nerstone of  his adult life. And it must 
be mentioned that his granddaughters 
Domino and Nova brought a special 
sparkling joy and love to his life, and 
he eagerly looked forward to every trip 
to visit his kids and grandkids in WA 
state.

Bill loved his family, every kid he 
ever met, golf, and sports. He was fre-
quently spotted at Quinnatisset where 
he was a longtime member and had 
many good friends. After moving to CT, 
Bill became an avid Red Sox and UConn 
Huskies fan. His love of  a good cup 
of  coffee or a scoop of  ice cream was 
legendary. Despite living with ALS, Bill 
could frequently be heard to state “I’ve 
had a great life. I’ve had a lot of  fun.”

Relatives and friends are respectful-
ly invited to attend a Celebration of  
Life from 2:00PM to 5:00PM on Sunday, 
September 22, 2024, at Gilman Funeral 
Home & Crematory, 104 Church Street, 
Putnam, CT. In lieu of  flowers, donations 
may be made in Bill’s name to TEEG, 
PO Box 664, North Grosvenordale, CT, 
06255 or to Hospice & Palliative Care of  
NE CT, P.O. Box 632, Putnam, 06260. For 
the memorial guestbook, visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Dwight “Bill” William Duke III 
December 5, 1946 – August 22, 2024

Danielson - Ms. Joan L. Tucker, age 
96, of  Danielson, died Thursday, August 
29, 2024, at UMass Memorial Health 
Care - University Campus, Worcester.

Joan was born in Putnam, daughter 
of  the late George Tucker and Mary-
Ellen (Higgins) Raitella and lived in 
Danielson most of  her life.  She retired 
from Danco in Putnam.    

She leaves her nephews, Richard 
Tucker of  Florida and Michael Faye 
of  Arizona;   a niece, Jessica Sanborn 
Dalton of  Arizona; and many cous-
ins.   She was predeceased by a broth-
er, George Tucker, by a niece, Claudia 
(Tucker) Sanborn and by a nephew, 

Larry Tucker.  
Funeral services are private with 

burial in Saint James Cemetery, 
Danielson.  There are no calling hours.  
In lieu of  flowers, donations may be 
made to the Killingly Dog Pound, 105 
Putnam Pike, Killingly, CT 06241. 

A memorial guest book is available 
at  www.shaw-majercik.com  where you 
may post a message of  condolence, 
share a memory and/or light a can-
dle in Joan›s memory.   Shaw-Majercik 
Funeral Home, 48 school Street, 
Webster has been entrusted with Joan’s 
arrangements.  

Joan L. Tucker, 96

Theresa M 
Hubert, 95, passed 
away peacefully in 
her sleep at home 
in Port Charlotte, 
Florida, where she 
resided with her 
son and daugh-
ter in law. Theresa 
lived most of  her 

life in Danielson, CT, and moved 
to Florida on her 90th birthday. 
She worked at Rogers Corp. for 35 

years.  After retiring she enjoyed trav-
eling, visiting places including Rome, 
Istanbul, and Ireland. She is survived by 
her son, David M Hubert and his wife, 
Cynthia, as well as many nieces and 
nephews. She was predeceased by her 
husband, Lawrence W Hubert, grand-
daughter Kristen Hubert and grandson 
David M Hubert Jr. , her brother Norman 
Beaudreau and sister Claire Bohuki. 
Burial will take place at Holy Cross 
Cemetery, Danielson, CT.

Theresa M Hubert 
July 6, 1929 - August 19, 2024

Woodstock Valley  - 
John Baranski, 52, 
passed away on 
September 5, 2024. 
Born in Putnam, 
Connecticut, he 
was the son of  the 
late John  Arthur 
Baranski Sr.,  and 
Marie (Couturier) 

Baranski.
John was a graduate of  Woodstock 

Academy and went on to receive his 
bachelor’s degree from Eastern CT 
State University. John worked as a 

financial accountant for many years. 
In his spare  time,  he enjoyed fishing 
and playing golf. 

John is survived by  his mother, 
Marie Dolores;  son, Nathan Baranski 
of  North Grosvenordale, CT; grand-
daughter, Anastasia Baranski. 

  Relatives and friends are invited to 
attend a Funeral Mass of  Christian 
Burial  at 1pm on Saturday September 
21, 2024, St. Joseph Church,  18 Main 
Street, North Grosvenordale, CT 
06255.  For memorial guestbook visit 
www. GilmanAndValade.com

John Arthur Baranski Jr. 
August 31, 1972 - September 5, 2024

Dayville – Edmond 
L. Seney, 93, of
Dayville formerly of
Woodstock passed
away peacefully 
Thursday September
12, 2024 at Westview
Healthcare Center.  
He was the loving
husband of  the late

Margaret Ann (Howe) Seney and Mary 
(Paterson) Larson-Seney. Born in 
Moosup CT,  he was the son of  the late 
Ralph and Angela (Moreau) Seney.

Mr. Seney worked as a Principal for 
Woodstock Public School.  Drafted from 
his first teaching position, he was a 
stationed in France and worked as a 
bilingual interpreter in the Korean 
War.  Upon returning, Woodstock 
Public Schools saved his position and 
he remained Principal for 35 years.  

Edmond was an active member 
of  many organizations.  Including 
Woodstock Lions Club  in which he 
received awards for outstanding ser-
vice and devotion.   He received the 
Melvin Jones Fellow Award for dedi-
cated humanitarian services.  He was 
a Program Director at the 4H Camp in 
Woodstock.   He also lit up the dance 
floor as a Square Dance Caller for the 
Windham Whirlers.  He was extreme-
ly proud of  being able to fill a dance 
floor by the sound of  his voice!  He was 
a  devoted member  of  the Catholic 
Church and Trustee at Most Holy 
Trinity in Pomfret. 

His passion was woodworking and 
spent countless hours in his basement 
wood shop creating and building.  He 
dabbled in everything from cabinets, 
decks, furniture, and even houses, but 
he was best known for the wooden 
trains that hundreds of  children have 
enjoyed over the years.  When not in 
the workshop, he could be found spend-

ing time gardening.  
His vegetable gar-
dens were his pride 
and joy.  He always 
had a spot at the table 
for you to join him 
in sampling his har-
vest.  Ed loved choc-
olate and always had 
a Snickers nearby.  
He especially enjoyed the Christmas 
Season and took a particular interest 
in decorating.  It was never too early to 
put up the Christmas tree.  

Edmond lived life to the fullest 
through simple pleasures of  spending 
time with his family.  Telling stories 
around the fire with his grandchildren, 
playing board games and watching 
sporting events.  He always beamed 
with pride over his children and grand-
children’s accomplishments.  He  is sur-
vived by his children Monique Horan 
and her husband Robert of  Putnam 
and Derek Seney and his wife Korey of  
Killingly and his grandchildren, Kira 
and Kaylynn Horan, Stella, Harrison 
and Scarlett Seney.  He also had several 
nieces and nephews.  In addition to his 
wives and parents, he is predeceased by 
his sister Josephine Banker. 

Relatives and friends are invited to 
visit with Edmond’s family from 5:00  to 
7:00 on Tuesday, September 17, 2024 in 
the Gilman Funeral Home, 104 Church 
St., Putnam, CT. All are invited to a 
Mass of  Christian Burial at 10:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, September 18, 2024 in 
Most Holy Trinity, 568 Pomfret Street, 
Pomfret, CT.  Burial will follow in 
Elmvale Cemetery, Woodstock.  

Memorial donations may be made to 
Woodstock Lions Charities

For memorial guestbook visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Edmond L. Seney 
1931 – 2024
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Thank you for

We’re celebrating our 29th 

anniversary—we couldn’t have 
done it without you, and we 
wanted to give you our BIGGEST 
new customer DISCOUNT. 

Window & Door SALE!

on windows, entry doors 
and patio doors1

After 29 years, our installers  
have seen it all.

When it comes to home 
improvement, experience matters. 
Our Master Installers are incredibly 
skilled professionals who’ve installed 
thousands of windows and doors. 
So, you can feel confident that your 
windows and doors—as well as your 
home—will be in the hands of expert 
craftsmen who’ve seen and done it all.

After 29 years, our Fibrex® material  
is still vastly superior to vinyl.

We custom build all of our windows with 
our exclusive composite material called 
Fibrex. Andersen researched and tested 
Fibrex for decades before ever installing it 
in a home. Our windows feature reinforced 
seals for greater protection against drafts 
and sloped sills to drain water away. Don’t 
settle for vinyl windows when Fibrex is 
two times stronger than vinyl.

For 29 years, we’ve been making  
this project easy and stress-free.

Renewal by Andersen is the full-
service replacement window division 
of Andersen, one of the oldest window 
companies in the country, so you know 
we’re not going anywhere. We manage 
and are accountable for everything—
selling, manufacturing, installing and the 
warranty for all your windows and doors.

Call to get this special price 
before Sept. 30!

save 25%save 25%

BIGGEST  

new customer discount!

Until September 30

959-456-0067

1Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 3 or more. 25% discount valid during first appointment only. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 9/30/24 with the purchase 
then occurring on or before 10/10/24. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Southern New England Windows, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Southern New 
England. CT HIC.0634555. MA 173245. RI 36079. All residents of islands will be subject to an island surcharge. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
2Plan 4521. Subject to credit approval. Rates range from 14.26% - 21.19% APR (interest rates range from 15.99% - 24.99%). Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. 12 month promotional period (“Promo Period”) during which interest is billed 
but will be waived if the amount financed is paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Any unpaid balance and amounts owed after Promo Period will be paid over 84 monthly payments. For example, assuming the full 
credit limit is used on loan approval date and no payments are made during Promo Period, for every $1,000 financed at a fixed interest rate of 24.99%, 12 monthly payments of $0 followed by 84 monthly payments of $28.29. This example is an estimate only. Actual payment 
amounts based on amount and timing of purchases. Call 866-936-0602 for financing costs and terms. Loans for the GreenSky® consumer loan program are provided by Synovus Bank, Member FDIC, NMLS #408043, without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, 
gender, disability, or familial status. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of your lender, NMLS #1416362. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC and is licensed to banks and other financial institutions for their use 
in connection with that consumer loan program. GreenSky Servicing, LLC is a financial technology company that manages the GreenSky® consumer loan program by providing origination and servicing support to banks and other financial institutions that make or hold program 
loans. GreenSky, LLC and GreenSky Servicing, LLC are not lenders. All credit decisions and loan terms are determined by program lenders.

YearsYears 29 29

for 1 year1 year 2

money  
down

NONO
payments
NONO

interest
NONO

Interest is billed during promo period but will be waived if the 
amount financed is paid in full before promo period expires.

if paid 
in full
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