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NORTH BROOKFIELD — 
Cooper Mann, 16, a student at 
North Brookfield High School, 
has decided to host a fundrais-
er for Second Chance Animal 
Shelter for the month of  
December. 

Mann chose this organiza-
tion for his school communi-
ty service project because the 
shelter is where he had adopt-
ed his dog eight years ago. He 
has made arrangements with 

local businesses in North 
Brookfield and surround-
ing towns to place col-
lection bins for donated 
items off  of  the shelter’s 
wish list. He has also 
set up a bank account at 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank for collecting mon-
etary donations from 
Venmo and PayPal. 

This is the second time 
that Mann has run this 

fundraiser; the first was three 
years ago, when he raised $800 
and more than $1,000 in donated 
items for the shelter. He hopes to 
pass that goal this time around. 

The collection bins can be 
found at North Brookfield 
Savings Bank (North Brookfield 
and West Brookfield Branches), 
Strandz Hair Salon (North 
Brookfield), Kara Anderson’s 
Dance Studio (North Brookfield), 
North Brookfield Elementary 
School, North Brookfield Senior 
Center, Twitches Nutrition 
(Barre), Bonin’s Wood Products 
and Landscape Supply (West 
Brookfield), Howe Lumber 
(East Brookfield) and Studio 538 
(Sturbridge). 

For those that are unable to 
bring an item to a collection 
spot, Cooper created a wish 
list on Amazon, it can be found 
by searching “Second Chance 
Donation list- Cooper Mann” in 
the gift/registry area. 

North Brookfield teen launches 
fundraiser for Second Chance 

WEST BOYLSTON 
— The Massachusetts 
Sheriffs’ Association 
(MSA) proudly celebrated 
the outstanding achieve-
ments and unwaver-
ing commitment of  law 
enforcement and correc-
tions professionals at the 
2024 Law Enforcement 
& Corrections Awards 
Ceremony on Tuesday, 
Nov. 19. The event, held 
at The Great Hall in the 
Massachusetts State 
House, honored recipi-
ents in 10 award catego-
ries for their exceptional 
dedication and service.

 
The Worcester County 

Sheriff ’s Office (WCSO) 
Substance Opportunity 
Treatment Program 
(S.T.O.P.) was award-
ed the title of  Program 

of  the Year by the 
Massachusetts Sheriff  
Association.

 
S.T.O.P. was recognized 
for its innovative, evi-
dence-based approach to 
treating substance use 
disorder, offering person-
alized care, therapeutic 
activities, and compre-
hensive re-entry support 
that has significantly 
reduced recidivism rates 
among participants.

 
Those accepted into 

S.T.O.P. are removed 
from the general popu-
lation for the three- or 
six-month duration of  
the program. They are 
placed in the state-of-the-
art stand-alone rehabili-
tation unit and treatment 
clinic twenty-four hours 

a day, seven days a week. 
This separation elimi-
nates the external pres-
sures of  being in the gen-
eral population for those 
struggling to achieve 
sobriety. 

 
The multi-departmen-

tal effort works to address 
the root causes of  addic-
tion and co-occurring dis-
orders while also setting 
individuals up for suc-
cess beyond sobriety. The 
program is coupled with 
specialized classes and 
vocational opportunities, 
only seen in a select few 
correctional facilities in 
the country. 

 
“The Worcester County 

Sheriff ’s Office has creat-
ed a model approach for 
dealing with substance 

use disorder in a 
correctional set-
ting,” comment-
ed Worcester 
County Sheriff  
Lew Evangelidis. 
“We have present-
ed on S.T.O.P. at 
national Sheriffs 
and Human 
Services confer-
ences. Industry 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
are impressed 
with the level of  
care and services 
offered to those in 
S.T.O.P. The staff  
of  the program 

works hard to make this 
program successful. 
Being recognized at the 
state’s capitol building is 
a well-deserved honor.”

 
Evangelidis represents 

the largest county by 

area in Massachusetts. 
Since 2011, he has adopt-
ed a policy emphasizing 
the importance of  drug 
and alcohol rehabili-
tation while also main-
taining a tough stance 
on crime. This approach 

has enabled WCSO staff  
to tackle the issue of  
substance abuse compre-
hensively while ensuring 
the safety and security of  
Massachusetts residents.
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Real estate

SPENCEr ALMANAC

BROOKFIELD 
$133,000, 5 Mechanic St, Sisco Jr, 

Leon, to Logyn Shea Re Inc.

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$498,000, 130 Pleasant St, Ivel, 

Leonard L, and Ivel, Judith C, to 
Beucler Jr, John P, and Gordon, 
Amanda.

$450,000, 214 Pine St, Beucler Jr, 
John, and Gordon, Amanda, to 
Canfield, Stacey.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
None

SPENCER
$581,500, 195 Charlton Rd, 

Gibson 3rd, Elwin F, to Smith, 
Allison L, and Gibson, Sarah.

WARREN
$585,000, 78 Town Farm Rd, 

Messier, David M, and Messier, 
Paula J, to Beall, Seth, and Beall, 
Rebecca E.

$25,000, Brimfield Rd #1, Landry, 
Jennifer L, to Samek Properties 
LLC.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$266,000, 67 Juniper St, Allen, 

Joshua R, and Allen, Michael T, to 
Leblanc, Kelsei.

Sheriff’s Office S.T.O.P. Program named 
Mass. Sheriff’s Association Program of the Year

Courtesy

Sheriff Lewis Evangelidis, Abagail Rotti (S.T.O.P. Director), and Crystal Torres (S.T.O.P. 
Assistant Director) accept an award from Mass Sheriff Association President, Sheriff Nicholas 
Cocchi.
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Leicester Senior Citizens Club 
 sponsors winter bus trip

LEICESTER — Guests are invited to take part in a winter bus trip organized by 
the Leicester Senior Citizens Club.  

The “Foxwoods Bingo/Casino Trip” will take place on Feb. 13. The bus will 
depart the Senior Center at 7:45 a.m.

Passengers will arrive at the casino in time for Bingo. Others can opt to enjoy 
the rest of  the casino on their own. As of  press time, the casino is not offering any 
credits.  

The bus will leave the casino for home at 4:15 p.m., with arrival at the Senior 
Center expected at 5:30 p.m.

The Senior Center is located at 40 Winslow Ave. Departure times are strictly 
enforced, so please arrive early.  

Payment for the 
trip must be made 
in the form of  a 
check. Please make 
your check pay-
able to: Leicester 
Senior Citizens 
Club.  

For more infor-
mation about the 
trip, or to make a 
reservation, call 
trip coordinator 
David Wood at 508-
330-1118.

Elizabeth Mandell
 
WORCESTER — Open Sky 

Community Services, a nonprof-
it behavioral health and human ser-
vices organization, has announced 
that Elizabeth Mandell, MSW, LICSW 
has been named Vice President of  
Integrated Behavioral Health Services. 

 “Elizabeth’s direct clinical experi-
ence with individuals of  all ages and 
her previous management of  varied 
behavioral health programs across the 
care continuum make her an instru-
mental addition to Open Sky and the 
clients we serve,” said President and 
CEO Ken Bates.  “We are thrilled to 
welcome Elizabeth as Vice President of  

Integrated Behavioral Health Services 
and are excited about the innovation 
and clinical leadership that she brings.” 

In her role, Mandell is responsible 
for overseeing the implementation of  
a Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
grant for Open Sky’s Certified 
Community Behavioral Health Clinic 
(CCBHC).  The CCBHC provides com-
prehensive, evidence-based behav-
ioral health services and support for 
health-related social needs for children, 
adolescents, adults and families affect-
ed by mental health challenges and/or 
substance use disorders. 

Prior to joining Open Sky, Mandell 
was Senior Director at Massachusetts 
Behavioral Health Partnership/Carelon 
Behavioral Health, managing the state-
wide Community Behavioral Health 
Center Mobile Crisis Intervention 
programs, including all clinical, finan-
cial, operational, analytical and behav-
ioral health service delivery compo-
nents.  She also served as Regional 
Mental Health Specialist/Placement 
Coordinator at the Massachusetts 
Department of  Children and Families, 
providing oversight and management 
of  clinical operations to the Urgent 
Care Center and Crisis Stabilization 
Service programs within Southeastern 
Massachusetts.         

 Mandell, of  Bridgewater, is a Licensed 
Independent Clinical Social Worker 
and earned a Master of  Social Work 
degree from Boston College with a clin-
ical concentration in children, youth 
and families. She earned a Bachelor 
of  Science degree in social work from 
Bridgewater State University. 

 About Open Sky Community 

Services
 Open Sky Community Services is 

a 501(c)3 nonprofit agency based in 
Worcester that has been helping indi-
viduals in our community achieve 
more than they imagined possible for 
more than 50 years.  The agency pro-
vides a wide range of  services through-
out Central Massachusetts for children, 
adults and families with mental health 
challenges, intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities, substance use dis-
orders, brain injury, homelessness and 
other complex 
challenges.  Open 
Sky Community 
Services has more 
than 1,300 dedicat-
ed employees and 
nearly 150 pro-
grams throughout 
the region, sup-
porting more than 
8,000 individuals 
annually.  Open 
Sky is committed 
to race equity and 
is on a journey to 
learn, grow, teach 
and transform.  
For more infor-
mation, please 
visit www.open-
skycs.org.

 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
NORTH BROOKFIELD 

— Guests of  all ages will 
enjoy a busy holiday 
season of  programming 
at Haston Free Public 
Library.

Craft Night for Adults 
returns on Thursday, Dec. 
12, at 6 p.m. Guests will 
learn how to make sim-
mer pots during a special 
workshop. Please register 
for this event in advance 
by contacting the library 
by phone or email.

The library’s Book 
Discussion Group will 
next meet on Jan. 28 at 

7 p.m. The next featured 
book is “Indian Horse,” 
written by Richard 
Wagames. 

The library’s Movie 
Discussion Group will 
change its format this 
month. Members are 
invited to watch “A 
Christmas Story” from 
the comfort of  their res-
idences.

“We will not be holding 
a meeting in the month 
of  December, but we will 
still have copies avail-
able for checkout for the 
selected movie,” read a 
statement released by the 
library.

Several December sto-

ry-time programs will 
be offered to youngsters 
on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Winter-themed books will 
be paired with craft activ-
ities covering such topics 
as snowmen, reindeer, 
stockings, and others.

The library continues 
to host the Children’s 
Art Club on the first and 
third Monday of  each 
month. All sessions last 
from 4-5 p.m.

The library’s Lego 
Club takes place every 
Thursday at 4 p.m.

As a reminder to guests 
and community mem-
bers, the library is always 
seeking support in vari-

ous forms. Your generos-
ity helps make programs 
and services available for 
all guests.

“Again this year, The 
Friends of  the Haston 
Library are conducting 
the annual fall fundrais-
ing appeal as we contin-
ue to support the library 
and its many programs 
and activities,” read 
the library-issued state-
ment. “The Friends help 
fund the library’s annu-
al budget for books and 
materials, as well as the 
library pass program, 
which offers patrons 
free or reduced admis-
sion to sites such as the 

Worcester Art Museum, 
Ecotarium, and Tower 
Hill Botanic Garden.”

The Friends of  the 
Haston Free Public 
Library, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization. 
Donations to the Friends 
are tax-deductible. If  you 
have questions or would 
like additional infor-
mation, please visit the 
library’s website.

For those looking to 
help brighten the holiday 
season for area residents, 
there are still plenty of  
ways to give back.

“Consider donating a 
new book from our chil-
dren’s wish list. For

more information, talk 
to a staff  member or 
email: blamb@cwmars.
org,” read the library-is-
sued statement.

The library will be 
closed on Christmas 
Eve, Christmas Day, New 
Year’s Eve, and New 
Year’s Day.

For more information 
about upcoming library 
events, or to register for 
an activity, call 508-867-
0208. You may also send 
an email to: hastonfree-
publiclibrary@gmail.
com.

The library is located 
at 161 North Main St.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

FALL
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

 

  

Tantasqua Regional  
High School 

Technical Division 
 

Now accepting applications for school year  
2025-2026 for grades 9 & 10 

 
Offering the following Chapter 74 Approved Programs  

for In-District students and students from  
Leicester, East Brookfield and West Brookfield: 

  

BBuussiinneessss  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  --  EExxpplloorraattoorryy  ((ggrr  99))        

CCAADD//MMeecchhaanniiccaall  DDeessiiggnn//AArrcchhiitteeccttuurraall  DDeessiiggnn      

CCaarrppeennttrryy  --  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  

CCuulliinnaarryy  AArrttss  --  EElleeccttrriiccaall  --  HHeeaalltthh  CCaarreeeerrss  

HHootteell--RReessttaauurraanntt  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  

AAddvvaanncceedd  MMaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg  
 
 

Applications available online at  
https://technical.tantasqua.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

331199  BBrrooookkffiieelldd  RRooaadd,,  
FFiisskkddaallee,,  MMAA  0011551188··  550088--334477--33004455  

 

Highway Superintendent: The Town of 
Brookfield is seeking an experienced 
full-time Highway Superintendent. 

Full job description at brookfieldma.us    
Salary is dependent upon experience.   
A letter of interest and resume should 

be sent to : Town Administrator at 
townadministrator@brookfieldma.us    
Resumes accepted until position is filled. 

Brookfield is an equal opportunity employer.

Busy holiday season ahead at Haston Library

Open Sky Community Services appoints Mandell as VP 
of Integrated Behavioral Health Services          

ON SALE AT:
Brookfield Orchards • North Brookfield

Oakwood Farm • Spencer 
Plantation Store • Quaboag Bookshop  

W. Brookfield
or email: jrg01331@webtv.net

2025

Quabbin History 
Calendar 

and Quabbin History Books  
by J.R. Greene
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HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

GREAT SELECTION OF
 NEW AND GENTLY USED 

APPLIANCES

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES

In Home Service Calls

DAVE’S 
APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
Sales & Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

TASKING SERVICES
~Homemaker 

•cleaning  •errands  •cooking

~companion
•friendly visits  •newsreader 

 •phone reassurance 

~Small business admin
•document clerk  •phone visit reception

•your project 

EDI TASK SERVICES 
Town Cert #P-737
Call Wendy at 
508-867-7871

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

WORCESTER —Worcester 
County District Attorney Joseph 
D. Early, Jr. is urging county res-
idents to take advantage of  the 
23rd annual Guns to Gardens 
program by turning in unwant-
ed firearms on Saturday at par-
ticipating police departments.

More than 4,000 guns have 
been turned in since 2002, when 
the program started in the City 
of  Worcester. The program wel-
comes citizens of  all Worcester 
County communities to volun-
tarily turn in unwanted fire-
arms to participating police 
departments in Fitchburg, 
Northborough, Milford, 
Southbridge, Worcester or City 
Welding & Fabrication located at 
10 Ararat St. in Worcester where 
owners can watch their weapon 
be destroyed. 

Those who turn in firearms 
will receive gift cards in the 
amount of  $50 for a rifle, $100 for 
a pistol, and $150 for an automat-
ic or semi-automatic weapon. 
Free gun locks are also available, 
even if  you aren’t turning in a 
firearm, and replica guns will be 
accepted. 

“With this program, we’re 
aiming to get unwanted and 
unsecured guns out of  homes 
to avoid the potential tragic loss 
of  life that can occur,” Early 

said. “These guns pose a risk 
of  theft, misuse, and tragedy. 
By participating in the Guns to 
Gardens buyback program, we 
are reducing the chance of  these 
guns being involved in acci-
dents or violence. This program 
helps save lives and prevent the 
high costs associated with treat-
ing gunshot victims. Reducing 
gun-related tragedies in our 
communities benefits us all.”

Early praised Dr. Michael 
Hirsh, medical director of  
Worcester’s Division of  Public 
Health, for his continued gun 
safety advocacy and for starting 
the gun buyback program.

“An unsecured weapon in the 
home is a public health danger 
that leads to more frequent homi-
cides, burglaries, lethal domestic 
violence, accidental shootings, 
and suicide in the home,” Hirsh 
said. “Please honor the memo-
ries of  all our citizens, young 
and old, harmed by gun violence 
by bringing in your unwanted/
unsecured weapon(s), unloaded 
please.”

In recent years, Dr. Hirsh 
spearheaded a program to turn 
the destroyed weapons from the 
buyback program into garden 
tools to be used in the UMass 
community garden. The garden 
is maintained by members of  
the UMass community and the 

produce is donated to those in 
need. 

As in the past, Mr. Early will 
relax enforcement of  the law pro-
hibiting the carrying of  firearms 
for people participating in the 
program. Residents should bring 
unloaded weapons wrapped or 
in a bag. Ammunition will also 
be accepted but should be sepa-
rately bagged.  Participants are 
reminded to treat all firearms 
as though they are loaded and 
dangerous.

Firearms can be turned in at 
the following locations during 
the specified hours: 

Fitchburg Police Department: 
10 a.m. to noon 

Northborough Police 
Department: 9 a.m. to noon 

Milford Police Department: 9 
a.m. to noon 

Southbridge Police 
Department, 9 a.m. to noon

Worcester Police Department: 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

City Welding & Fabrication: 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Guns to Gardens is spon-
sored by the Worcester 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, UMass Memorial 
Medical Center, the City of  
Worcester, the Worcester Police 
Department and the Worcester 
Department of  Public Health.  

DA urges participation in 
Worcester County gun buyback

Worcester area 
bank named 
among best 
workplaces

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, a community bank with 
locations throughout Central Massachusetts, has been named 
one of  the 2024 Best Banks to Work For, creating a positive and 
supportive environment for employees. The rankings were cre-
ated by American Banker magazine in partnership with Best 
Companies Group. The recognition is based on an anonymous 
employee survey and a thorough review of  the benefits and 
perks offered. Cornerstone was ranked number 40 nationwide.

 
“We know that a successful business starts with happy 

employees who feel secure working in a healthy environment,” 
said Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “We’re grateful for 
the hard work our team puts into making sure our customers 
get the highest level of  service, and in order for them to bring 
their best to work every day, they need to feel supported and 
empowered. It’s an honor to be recognized for this.”

 
Cornerstone offers employee benefits that are considered 

outside the usual scope, such as pet insurance and programs 
to help employees pay down student loans. Tickets to sporting 
events and theatre productions are given to employees, and the 
company rewards hard work with service anniversary awards 
and success-sharing bonuses.

 
Determining the Best Banks to Work For involves a two-step 

process. The first focuses on workplace policies, practices and 
demographics, worth about 25 percent of  the total evaluation. 
The second consists of  employee surveys assessing workplace 
experiences and attitudes, worth approximately 75 percent of  
the total evaluation. The combined scores determine the final 
ranking. To be considered for participation, banks must have 
been in business for at least a year and have 50 employees or 
more in the U.S.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 
STAFF WRITER

REGION — Worcester County District Attorney 
Joseph Early, Jr. was elected President of  the 
Massachusetts District Attorneys Association 
(MDAA) in a unanimous vote by the state’s district 
attorneys last week.

“I am honored and grateful to my colleagues for 
their trust and confidence in me,” Early said. “I 
look forward to continuing to work together on 
all the issues impacting public safety, including 
promoting crime prevention programs and sup-
porting victims. I am eager to continue building 
on the progress we’ve made together.”

The Massachusetts District Attorneys 
Association is an independent state agency dedicat-
ed to supporting the eleven elected Massachusetts 
district attorneys and their staff  members, includ-
ing approximately 785 prosecutors and 260 victim 
witness advocates. The MDAA promotes public 
safety, justice, and fairness through collaboration 
and statewide policy initiatives.

This marks the second time DA Early has been 
chosen to lead the organization, having previously 
served as MDAA President in 2012. Most recently, 
he served as the association’s Vice President.

“Since taking office in 2007, Early has com-

mitted his time in office to crime prevention, 
including providing safety programs to youth and 
seniors that have now reached more than 700,000 
people,” read a statement released by the DA’s 
Office. “He is also committed to supporting com-
munity programs, especially those that keep kids 
around responsible adults between the hours of  3 
to 6 p.m., a proven strategy for preventing crime.” 

Early has also been at the forefront of  address-
ing the drug overdose epidemic and eliminating 
the stigma surrounding substance use disorder. 
He has built a Prevention and Support Network 
of  more than 700 community members who work 
together to address the substance use and mental 
health needs of  residents across Worcester County.

“As MDAA President, District Attorney Early 
will bring his wealth of  experience and com-
mitment to justice to the role, continuing his 
efforts to foster collaboration, advance public safe-
ty initiatives, and ensure fairness and integrity in 
Massachusetts’ legal system,” read the statement 
released by the DA’s Office.

To learn more about community outreach ini-
tiatives, safety programs, and other efforts led by 
the DA’s Office, visit www.worcesterda.com. 

Leicester schools 
invite community 
to winter concerts
LEICESTER — The Leicester Public Schools Music 

Department invites guests to check out performances featur-
ing multiple schools this month.

Winter concerts will be held on several nights in December. 
Elementary school students will perform throughout the day 
on Dec. 11, while high school students will perform on Dec. 12 
at 6 p.m.

Middle school students will hold a concert on Dec. 17 at 6 p.m.
All performances will be held at the Leicester Middle School 

Fine Arts Center (174 Paxton St.).

Early elected  
President of MDAA

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Don’t let winter stop you from bring-
ing a bit of  the outdoors inside. Take 
a break from the holiday rush for a 
bit of  gardening and 
crafting relief.  Grab a 
pruner and basket then 
wander through your 
landscape gathering a 
few evergreen branch-
es, berry-laden stems, 
and cones to create a 
holiday centerpiece or 
décor. 

No landscape, no 
problem. Ask a garden-
ing friend if  you can collect a few items 
from their gardens. Invite them to join 
in the fun and create their own arrange-
ments.

Gather a variety of  greens to create a 
foundation of  texture and backdrop for 
the other additions.  The fan-like sprays 
of  arborvitae, blue-green sprigs of  juni-
per, and stems of  other evergreens like 
yews, boxwoods, pines, and spruces pro-
vide all the greenery you need. 

Now explore mixed borders and hedg-
es for items with interesting colors or 
shapes. Red and yellow twig dogwoods, 

curly willow, contorted 
filbert, and fantail wil-
low provide interesting 
color and form.

Collect a few cones, 
berries, and fruit such 
as rose hips, blue ber-
ry-like cones of  juni-
pers, sweet gum seed-
pods, and alder’s cone-
like fruit. These are 
great substitutes for 

flowers often used in summer arrange-
ments.

Make a stop at your flower gardens 
for seedheads of  coneflowers, alliums, 
penstemon, milkweeds, balloon plants, 
and more. Collect fluffy seed heads of  
non-invasive ornamental and native 
grasses for filler.  All these add beauti-
ful natural elements to any centerpiece 
or can be painted or glittered for added 
glitz.  And don’t be afraid to add a few 
shiny ornaments for a bit of  holiday 
flair.

Then dress up your indoor plants for 
the holidays. Add glittery holiday picks, 
silk flowers, faux berry-laden branch-
es, and decorative ornaments for more 
color and sparkle. Add these to small 
potted plants to create a centerpiece and 
larger plants to provide more seasonal 
color to your holiday décor. 

Stop by your favorite florist or garden 
center and purchase a few water picks 
and cut flowers.  Place the cut flowers 
in the picks and sink them into the pots 
of  your favorite houseplants.  This adds 
some color and seasonal interest to any 
green plant.

Make them shine year-round with 
a few seasonal updates.  Plant sever-
al compatible indoor plants in a large 
container.  Sink a small empty pot in 
the space where you want to create a 
seasonal focal point.  Set a small potted 
flowering plant like a miniature poin-
settia, azalea, hydrangea, African vio-
let, or cyclamen inside this empty one.  
Replace the flowering plant occasional-
ly to freshen up the container garden or 
create a seasonal display.  

Make it even easier to change the 
display by filling a large basket with a 
collection of  individually potted green 
and flowering plants.  Switch flowers as 
they fade and foliage plants as the holi-
days, your mood or the décor changes.

Consider creating a few extras as gifts 
to share throughout the holidays. You 
and the recipient will enjoy the festive 
creation.

Melinda Myers has written over 20 
gardening books, including Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant video and DVD 
series and the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Holiday creations from indoor and garden plants

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 12/13 & SATURDAY 12/14

SWORDFISH

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 12/31/24

Come on in for a 
delicious meal! 

Don’t forget…
TAKEOUT is available!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com

(508)867-2345 

Salem Cross Inn 
Gift Certificates 

What a Great idea!!
Call or Order online at salemcrossinn.com

Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Now Taking 
New Years Eve reservations 

for the dining room

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Alanna and I 
love anything to do with na-
ture like bugs, wild animals 
and just hiking in the woods.     
Alanna is a very warm and na-

ture-loving young woman. She 
loves the outdoors and also en-
joys basketball, hiking, football, 
and roller skating. She is inter-
ested in ALL things nature-re-
lated and wants the family who 
adopts her to have animals and 
pets. She also loves music and 
singing. Active and energetic 
Alanna needs to be kept busy 
and thrives on physical move-
ment. Although she needs a 
family where she is the only 
child she will also need a com-
munity where she can interact 

with other children and not be isolated from them. These activi-
ties should be things like an after school program and extracur-
ricular activities. In school Alanna receives assistance with stay-
ing focused and on task in her classroom from an educational 
advocate.  

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/7562  

 Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) 
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process. 
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and 
teens in foster care. 

Alanna 
Age 17 

Registration # 7562 

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Melinda Myers

A houseplant with branches and berries 
from the landscape becomes holiday décor.  

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
Located in the church hall at 296 North 
Main St. North Brookfield 
Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the 
month from 5:00-6:30PM
the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12 
Noon-1:15PM
Any questions should be directed to the 
Rectory office 508 867-6469.
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community 
partner affiliated with the Worcester County 
Food Bank.                    

ROCHDALE
The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church
674 Pleasant St.
Rochdale, MA
Distribution:  Every Monday from 12:00 - 
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.  

SOUTHBRIDGE
Saint John Paul II Food Pantry
Saint Vincent de Paul
279 Hamilton St, Southbridge, MA  01550
Distribution: Tuesday 3 PM-5 PM, 
Wednesday 9 AM -11 AM

Southbridge Food Share Pantry 79 Elm St., 
Southridge, Ma. 01550.  
Distribution:  
MWF from 10:00AM - 11:15AM

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry
Located at St.Anne & St. Patrick Church
16 Church St.
Fiskdale, MA 01518
Distribution: By appointment 508-347-6398

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM  
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news
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As we enter the holiday season, your 
life may well become busier. Still, you 
might want to take the time to consider 
some financial moves before we turn 
the calendar to 2025.

Here are a few suggestions:
Review your investment portfolio. As 

you look at your portfolio, ask these 
questions: Has its performance met 
my expectations this year? Does it still 
reflect my goals, risk tolerance and time 
horizon? Do I need to rebalance? You 
might find that working with a finan-
cial professional can help you answer 
these and other questions you may have 
about your investments.

Add to your 401(k) and HSA. If  you can 
afford it, and your employer allows it, 
consider putting more money into your 
401(k) before the year ends — including 
“catch-up” contributions if  you’re 50 
or older. You might also want to add to 
your health savings account (HSA) by 
the tax-filing deadline in April.

Use your FSA dollars. Unlike an HSA, 
a flexible spending account (FSA) works 
on a “use-it-or-lose-it” basis, meaning 
you lose any unspent funds at the end of  
the year. So, if  you still have funds left 
in your account, try to use them up in 
2024. (Employers may grant a two and 
a half  month extension, so check with 
your human resources area to see if  
this is the case where you work.)

Contribute to a 529 plan. If  you hav-
en’t opened a 529 education savings plan 
for your children, think about doing so 
this year. With a 529 plan, your earn-
ings can grow tax deferred, and your 
withdrawals are federally tax free when 
used for qualified education expenses 
— tuition, fees, books and so on. And if  
you invest in your own state’s 529 plan, 
you might be able to deduct your contri-
butions from your state income tax or 
receive a state tax credit.

Build your emergency fund. It’s gen-
erally a good idea to keep up to six 
months’ worth of  living expenses in an 
emergency fund, with the money held 
in a liquid, low-risk account. Without 
such a fund in place, you might be 
forced to dip into your retirement funds 
to pay for short-term needs, such as a 
major car or home repair.

Review your estate plans. If  you’ve 
experienced any changes in your family 
situation this year, such as marriage, 
remarriage or the birth of  a child, you 
may want to update your estate-plan-
ning documents to reflect your new sit-
uation. It’s also important to look at the 
beneficiary designations on your invest-
ment accounts, retirement plans, IRAs 
and insurance policies, as these desig-
nations can sometimes even supersede 
the instructions you’ve left in your will. 
And if  you haven’t started estate plan-
ning, there’s no time like the present.

Take your RMDs. If  you’re 73 or older, 
you will likely need to take withdraw-
als — called required minimum dis-
tributions, or RMDs — from some of  
your retirement accounts, such as your 
traditional IRA. If  you don’t take these 
withdrawals each year, you could be 
subject to penalties.

These aren’t the only moves you can 
make, but they may prove helpful not 
only for 2024 but in the years to come.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com.

VIEWPOINT
OpiniOn and cOmmentary frOm Spencer, LeiceSter and the BrOOkfieLdS

Consider 
these 

year-end 
financial 
moves

Letters to the editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com
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Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan BeruBe
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To the Editor:
God has yesteryear and is today, 

and will continue to be in control and 
judge and discipline the faithful, the 
unbelievers and evildoers.

God told the people then, and is tell-
ing us today, we will witness unbeliev-
able events (Habakkuk 1:5).

What God is teaching us today – 
the head of  the woman (wife) is the 
man (husband). This is not teaching 
the husband is in control, supremacy; 
what this is teaching is the man was 
created first, and the woman came 
from the man, and Jesus comes from 
God. God is the head of  Jesus, Jesus 
is the head of  the man, and the man 
(husband) is the head of  the woman 
(wife). This pertains to husband and 
wife, not man and woman. I want to 
clarify this. This is the order God has 
ordained us to be (1 Corinthians 11:3).

The question we parents need to ask 
ourselves – who loves his or her child 
more, the father or mother; who allows 
the child to do what will harm him or 
her, or the one who corrects, trains 
punishes to help them learn what is 
right? Discipline is ordained by God; 
God’s discipline to us is a sign of  His 
(God’s) deep love for us. Those who 

receive God’s discipline will inherit 
eternal life; those who reject God’s 
discipline will inherit eternal death. 
God does not send us to hell; we send 
ourselves to hell when we reject God. 
The choice is yours (Hebrew 12:7).

This Scripture is not referring to the 
final judgment; it is referring to God’s 
refining discipline. God often allows 
believers to experience consequences 
and to show us our potential for sin-
ning, and to encourage us to turn from 
our sinful ways and to prepare us to 
face even stronger temptations in our 
daily life and to help us stay faithful 
to Jesus.

Think about this! How much more 
will unbelievers be subjected to if  they 
are not faithful to God through Jesus? 
Apart from Jesus, they have absolute-
ly no chance. If  it is difficult for the 
righteous (Christians) to be saved 
because of  God’s grace and mercy, 
what chance do the unbelievers, those 
who reject Jesus, have? The choice is 
ours! (Peter 4:17). Fall for Jesus; He 
will never leave you.

Dwell in peace!
Roland Blais

BRookfield

Our disobedience is subject to God’s discipline

To the Editor:

I hope everyone is making record 
of  the current status of  our national 
economy. The Dow is currently over 
44,000, unemployment is at its lowest 
point in history, inflation is down near 
2  percent target. Gas is at the lowest 
point since the Covid shutdown.  I 
only mention these because Trump 
supporters clearly have memory 
issues. They were asking pre-election 
if  you were better off  than four years 
ago.  Four years ago, the economy was 
in the crapper, schools and businesses 
were closed.  The Dow closed around 
19,000, or less than half  of  current 
level.  We are breaking retail sales and 
air travel records daily.

In a single term, Biden has presid-
ed over yet another recovery from a 
Republican trashed economy, much 
like he did with Obama after the mess 
Bush #43 left him. He has signed more 
legislation than anyone since FDR or 
LBJ, all while never having control 
of  both houses as they did. All of  this 
was done, including massive infra-
structure repairs, while have sever 
trillion less deficit than Trump gave 
us first term.

You have decided to give Trump 
another term, and this time with both 
Senate and House of  Representatives. 
As we all know, he only hires the best 
people, which is why he pardoned or 
fired half  of  them last time.  When 
he promised that traffickers of  six 
underaged girls and drug pushers 

would be brought to justice, we did 
not think that what he meant was 
making Matt Gaetz Attorney General.    
His announced choice as Secretary of  
Defense is a Fox personality reputed 
to be a mean drunk and abuser of  
women, whose own mother says he is 
a terrible choice.   Why would anyone 
think a nonmedical person who suf-
fered from a brain worm can protect 
us?

In 1492, the natives discovered 
Columbus, who was lost at sea. I hope 
we remember this when dealing with 
those fleeing intolerable conditions 
where they came from.

The immigrant round up should be 
quite a spectacle. I am guessing it will 
be similar to when the brownshirts 
round up all non-Aryans.

Because many of  the undocument-
ed are pickers, packers, and construc-
tion workers, have the stable genius 
explain how this, coupled with tariffs 
on farm tractors and produce from the 
south and lumber from the north, is 
going to reduce inflation?

Several companies who rely on 
foreign sources for components have 
already announced layoffs. That will 
include electronics, like all TVs and 
the computers that even run American 
cars.   I suggest you all revisit this 
choice after his first 100 days, as all 
before then he inherited.  I expect the 
buyer’s remorse to arrive soon after.

ken kimBall
BRookfield

Smoke and mirrors

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Artificial 
intelligence: 
Humanity’s 

smartest frenemy
Artificial intelligence (AI) is like that 

new kid in town who knows everything 
from helping you find the best Thai food 
at midnight to crafting the perfect apol-
ogy text to your partner (“No, you’re 
right. I’m sorry. I didn’t mean to eat 
the last doughnut”). It’s efficient, help-
ful, and eerily insightful. But as with 
all new friendships, there’s a fine line 
between awe and mild existential terror. 
Let’s start with the good stuff. AI 
is a whiz at handling the mundane. 
Tedious tasks like sorting emails, bal-
ancing budgets, and even diagnosing 
diseases are no match for the light-
ning-fast algorithms working behind 
the scenes. For writers (and would-be 
procrastinators), AI is like having an 
overachieving friend proofread your 
work and suggest snappier titles. It’s 
also a democratizing force: AI in edu-
cation, for example, can help students 
in remote corners of  the globe access 
the same quality resources as those 
in urban centers. Impressive, right? 
But there’s a catch. AI is a mimic. It 
learns by absorbing patterns from 
mountains of  data—which means it’s 
less like a wise sage and more like a 
parrot with a doctorate. While this mim-
icry has its perks (who wouldn’t want a 
bot to whip up a dinner recipe based on 
the random five ingredients left in your 
fridge?), it also poses a risk. The more 
we rely on AI, the more human creativ-
ity and originality could start to wilt. 
Picture this: a world where everyone 
writes in the same witty, polished, 
AI-generated tone. Every wedding 
toast, blog post, and Tinder bio starts 
to sound suspiciously familiar. Instead 
of  unique voices, we might end up with 
a global chorus of  AI-crafted “perfect” 
responses. The quirks and idiosyncra-
sies that make us human—like mix-
ing metaphors or inventing words like 
“hangry”—could fade into uniformity. 
Then there’s the “Big Brother” side 
of  AI. While it’s not (yet) plotting to 
take over the world, AI does have a 
penchant for gobbling up data. Every 
time you scroll through social media, 
ask your smart speaker for the weath-
er, or upload that cat video, you’re 
feeding the algorithm. AI knows more 
about you than your best friend does—
possibly even more than you know 
about yourself. Creepy? Just a smidge. 
But before we panic and unplug our devic-
es, it’s worth noting that AI isn’t inher-
ently good or bad. Like fire or a karaoke 
machine, it all depends on how we use 
it. Harnessed wisely, AI can do wonders. 
But if  we lean on it too heavily, we risk 
trading our humanity for convenience. 
So, what’s the solution? Balance. Use 
AI as a tool, not a crutch. Write your 
own jokes, even if  they’re cheesy. Read 
a physical book and scribble in the mar-
gins. Embrace the imperfections that 
make you, you. And if  AI starts getting 
too clever for its circuits, remind it 
who’s boss by pulling out a rotary phone. 
In the end, the future of  AI is like 
a choose-your-own-adventure book: 
thrilling, unpredictable, and potentially 
disastrous if  we stop paying attention. 
Let’s just make sure we’re the ones writ-
ing the story, not the machines.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

FinanciaL  
Focus

There’s been a lot of  
auction news lately, and 
today’s article will focus 
on two of  the top stories. 
Estate sale and yard sale 
enthusiasts are always 
looking for a great find, 
and an art dealer walked 
away with one at a barn 
sale in the Hamptons of  
New York. He found a 
painting that he thought 
had a nice look and paid 
the $50 asking price. The 
painting was dated 1912, 
signed Emily Carr, and 
titled Masset, QCI. The 
artist, Emily Carr, depict-
ed a “uniquely modern 
vision of  the British 
Columbia landscape” 
that became “associated 
with the articulation of  
Canada’s national iden-
tity in the early 20th 
century,” according to 

the Smithsonian 
M a g a z i n e . 
She incorpo-
rated First 
Nations (Native 
C a n a d i a n ) 
motifs in many 
of  her works, 
including the 
one the deal-
er purchased. 
ArtNews inter-
viewed a repre-
sentative from 
the Canadian 
auction house 
that handled 
the painting dis-
cussing the sell-
er’s luck in finding the 
piece. He told ArtNews, 
“it’s rare to come across 
an artwork that has been 
hidden away for so long, 
and it’s one of  the rea-
sons why our business 

is so joyful—it’s not just 
about the value of  the 
piece, but the thrill of  
unveiling history and 
sharing that wonder 
with the world.” That’s 
a sentiment that I can 
agree with. The painting 
was estimated to bring 
$147,000 in the October 
sale, but I found auction 
results showing it out-
performed that estimate, 

bringing a little 
over $250,000.

The recent 
movie “Wicked,” 
which is based 
on “the Wizard 
of  Oz,” has been 
a huge success 
at the box office. 
The timing 
seems perfect to 
auction a pair of  
Judy Garland’s 
ruby glass slip-
pers from the 
original “Wizard 
of  Oz” movie, 
and there’s 
an intriguing 

story behind the glass 
slippers being offered. 
There are four known 
sets of  ruby slippers 
from the movie, accord-

Latest antique and  
collectibles auction news

WAYNE TUISKULA

antiques, 
coLLectibLes 

& estates

Turn To ANTIQUES page     A7
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 12/9/24 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined 
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

DECEMBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Chicken
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Make it buffalo barbecue, 
sweet sour or boom boom 

for $1.00 more

Ham and 
Ccheese

 Sub 

Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

New England cranberries are not just 
for the holidays anymore.  The tart 
fruit, hailed as the “king of  antioxi-
dants,” are enjoying a surge of  pop-
ularity as fans of  the bouncy berries 
are finding new and delicious ways to 
work the wee wonders into a daily diet.  
From stalling a urinary tract infection, 
to preventing peptic ulcers, cranber-
ries have been credited with an array 
of  health helping benefits.  Ongoing 
research also shows the fruit holds 
promise in the fight against such ill-
nesses as cancer, heart and gum diseas-
es and more.  Add the fact the berries 
are touted as a powerful antioxident 
and are  high on the list of  20 anti 
aging foods and its no wonder the bowl 
of  cranberry sauce could be the most 
important dish on the holiday table this 
year!

 **
Humble Beginnings: Cranberries 

are native to New England, and the 
Northeast has long been credited with 
producing top quality bumper crops of  
the bright berries.  Today, cranberries 
are grown commercially throughout 
the northern United States, but it was 
the early Native Americans who first 
unleashed the impressive properties of  
the humble, bitter berry.  

* *
The Indians used cranberries to make 
a poultice which proved an effective 
means to draw out the poison of  arrow 
wounds.   The dark, red juice of  the fruit 
also provided an attractive dye for pre-
cious blankets and fabrics.  In addition, 

cranber-
r i e s 
m i x e d 
w i t h 
dried ven-
ison and 
fat and 
dried in 
the sun 
f o r m e d 
s t a p l e 
food that could withstand the rigors 
of  travel, providing Native Americans 
with a valuable food source when they 
were hunting.  

* *
The wild cranberry got its name from 
the early settlers, who dubbed the round 
fruit the “craneberry” for its pink blos-
soms that resemble the head of  a crane.   
The Pilgrims adopted the Indian’s uses 
of  the fruit and expanded its use in cook-
ing to include meat sauces, tarts, jams 
and nogs.  As the early New England 
settlements expanded, new applications 
for the berries were discovered includ-
ing their role in relieving stomach dis-
orders, gall bladder pain, as well as 
treating blood and liver ailments.  The 
fruit, a rich source of  vitamin C, was 
also credited with preventing scurvy in 
17the century seafaring crew members. 

 **
C r a n b e r r y  C u r e s 

Can the common cranberry cures 
what ails you?  Medical studies prove 
the fruit, for decades overlooked as 
a health benefit in modern times, is 
packed with healing properties.  

Cranberries are perhaps best known for 
their role in preventing urinary tract 
infections.  A bottle of  cranberry juice 
is often prescribed as a first response 
approach to an impending infection.  
According to medical studies, the cran-
berries secret weapons are proantho-
cyanidins, nutrients which prevent 
certain bacteria from sticking to the 
lining of  the bladder, thus preventing 
an infection.   

**
Research reveals the same anti stick 

properties might help stall bacteria 
from adhering to teeth and gums, slow-
ing or preventing cavity growth.  The 
same components may prevent stomach 
ulcers by stopping H. Pylori from stick-
ing to stomach cells. 

* *
Better yet, according to Ocean Spray 
Cranberries, Inc., the fruit may benefit 
the heart, as medical studies show cran-
berries can inhibit oxidation of  low-den-
sity cholesterol, which is thought to 
be one way cholesterol becomes sticky, 
allowing it to attach to the blood ves-
sel wall.  In addition, early laboratory 
studies suggest cranberry juice cocktail 
may be as effective as red wine in bene-
fitting heart health. 

* *
The impressive healing properties of  
cranberries include the powerful anti-
oxidents, plentiful in the little red ber-
ries.  These compounds, which include 
flavonoids and vitamins,  are credited 
with boosting the immune system and 
reducing free radicals, which can lead 

to a healthier body.
* * 

Current studies indicate a daily dose 
of  ten ounces of  cranberry juice can 
effectively achieve the bacteria block-
ing benefits to help prevent such health 
problems as urinary tract infections, 
gum disease and ulcers. 

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House
Your tips can win you a great dinner 

for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month will 
win a fabulous three course dinner for 
two at the renown restaurant, located 
on Route 131 across the town common 
in historic Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dispensing tips, not 
inventing them (although I can take 
credit for some), I’m counting on you 
readers out there to share your best 
helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you?  Do you 
have a question regarding household 
or garden matters?  If  so, why not share 
them with readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening News, PO 
Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550. Or 
E-mail KDRR@aol.com.  Hints are
entered into a drawing for dinner for
two at the historic Publick House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT

Virtues of Cranberries 

ing to the Minnesota Star 
Tribune. Three pairs sat 
in an MGM Studios ware-
house until they were 
uncovered by Hollywood 
memorabilia collector 
Kent Clark in 1970. One 
pair went to auction 
and another was sold to 
Michael Shaw, another 
Hollywood memorabilia 
collector. Clark kept the 
third pair. The fourth pair 
were already owned by 

a woman in Tennessee, 
who won them in a 
contest. Michael Shaw 
loaned his ruby slippers 
to a museum in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, as they 
went “on tour” in var-
ious museums. In 2005, 
they were stolen from the 
Grand Rapids museum in 
a smash and grab rob-
bery. The FBI recovered 
them over a decade later 
during a 2018 sting oper-
ation. “It had been one 
last score for a man who 
had retired from a life 
of  crime and was living 

quietly in rural Grand 
Rapids,” according to the 
Star Tribune. The thief  
was disappointed to find 
they were made from 
sequins and not jewels 
when he stole them. He 
later gave them to his 
partner in crime, who 
buried them in a plas-
tic container in his yard 
until the FBI recovered 
them. Michael Shaw’s 
pair of  glass slippers 
were estimated to sell for 
up to $10 million. They 
ended up selling for $28 
million. It’s like the old 

adage says: if  the shoe 
fits, pay $28 million for it.

We are still cataloging 
for an online antiques 
auction in a Beacon Hill 
Boston estate and a large 
Civil War collection from 
a local estate. We have 
a comic book and sports 
memorabilia auction 
scheduled and are accept-
ing consignments for 
that. We are also accept-
ing consignments of  
valuable jewelry, sterling 
silver, coins, antiques 
and collectibles for future 

auctions. Please visit our 
website https://central-
massauctions.com for 
links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.
com or (508-612-6111).

ANTIQUES
continued from page     A6

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone •Chip Stone 
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

WINTER IS COMING!
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

OPEN 9AM-9PM EVERYDAY

Giant Toy Clearance Save UP TO 70% off

kennykeyes62@gmail.com
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

774-261-5181

Merry Christmas 
and

 Happy New Year!

ASPHALT PAVING INC.

SPENCER, MA

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
www.davesapp.com

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

Dave’s Appliance Inc.

— Servicing Household Appliances since 1978 
~ All Makes & Models~

VISIT US LAST!
Purchase from a dealer who also services!

• COMPLETE LINE OF NEW & SLIGHTLY USED APPLAINCES
• GREAT SELECTION OF WEBER GRILLS AND ACCESSORIES

6 & 12 Months Financing Available

Find the home made for you.
Let us work with you to find 
your dream home.

Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

Courtesy

North Brookfield students lead a presentation highlighting Student Council activities.

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Representatives of  the Worcester County District 
Attorney’s Office recently visited North Brookfield Junior-Senior High School for 
a special presentation.

“Hope from our Outreach Team had a great evening at the NBJSHS open house 
and parent night last week, where she held a resource table,” read a statement 
released by the DA’s Office. “Parents had the opportunity to meet with teachers, and 
visitors heard from students who spoke to how attending the school has changed 
their life in positive ways. Thank you to Principal John Diorio for having us.”

The event included a presentation high-
lighting various activities Student Council 
members take part in. These include Field 
Day exercises, a middle school orientation, 
and holiday activities, among several oth-
ers.

To learn more about community out-
reach programs the DA’s Office is leading 
at local schools, visit www.worcesterda.
com. 

DA’s office takes part 
in open house at 

NBJSHS

Courtesy

North Brookfield volunteers, residents, and 
leaders came together to celebrate the holi-
day season with several activities.

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Volunteers 
with the North Brookfield Decorate Our 
Town Committee took part in several 
activities to help get residents into the 
spirit of  the season.

On Nov. 30, volunteers gathered at the 
Town House to start decorating the town 
center. Wreaths and sprays were hung 
on the windows and doors of  buildings 
on Main Street, and the Town Park was 
adorned with lights, wooden soldiers, a 
sleigh, and a Santa decoration, among 
several others.  

On Dec. 1, Santa visited North 
Brookfield to greet local youngsters. 
Additionally, a tree lighting cere-
mony wowed guests of  all ages, fol-
lowed by Christmas caroling at the 
Congregational Church. 

Several celebratory events also took 
place at the library, including a program 
enabling kids to write letters to Santa.

Volunteers 
bring holiday 

spirit to North 
Brookfield
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Barry Gerald 
Higgins, 91, of  
Naples, Florida and 
West Brookfield, MA 
passed away Monday, 
December 2, 2024. He 
was born on August 
2, 1933, in Brookline, 
MA to Gerald and 
Catherine (née Walsh) 

Higgins. He leaves behind his beloved, 
devoted wife of  36 years, Karen Higgins 
of  Naples, FL and West Brookfield, MA. 
He leaves behind his brother Brian and 
sister in-law Jane of  West Brookfield, 
MA, his three children, Sherry Britton 
of  Harpswell, ME, Holly Rhodes and 
her husband Andy of  Milford, CT, 
Barry Higgins Jr. and his wife Cori of  
Naples, FL and their families and his 
children’s mother, Denyse Higgins of  
Milford, CT.  

He, also, leaves behind his three 
stepdaughters, Heather Dumais and 
her husband Robert of  Charlton, MA, 
Michelle Horne and her husband Kevin 
of  Southold, NY, Sarah Chase and her 
fiancé Jeff  Jarmulowicz of  Spencer, 
MA, his nieces Devon Smith and her 

husband Mason of  
Yardly, PA, Brenda 
Garacci of  Lafayette, 
LA, Belinda Murphy 
of  Pelham, NH and 
all of  their families, 
and his nine grand-
children and nine 
great grandchildren 
whom he cherished.     

Barry graduated from Natick (MA) 
High School in 1951, Harvard in 1955, 
was an officer in the Marines, and held 
various marketing positions in IBM 
for almost 30 years. He had a gift for 
connecting with people and providing 
unwavering support to those in his life. 
He was a class act!

In lieu of  flowers, he would appreci-
ate donations to the Wounded Warrior 
Project. Veterans Charity - Non Profit 
Organization for Veterans | Wounded 
Warrior Project  

There will be a family burial service 
in West Brookfield, MA at a date yet to 
be determined.    

Fuller Funeral Home-Pine Ridge, 
Naples, is entrusted with final care.

Barry Gerald Higgins, 91
N O R T H 

B R O O K F I E L D - 
Helena E. 
Cardinale,91, passed 
away peacefully at 
home on Tuesday, 
November 26,2024. 
She leaves 2 daugh-
ters Patricia “Patti” 
Cardinale and 

Tina Lindberg & her husband Eric; 
many grandchildren, great grand-
children and great great grandchil-
dren; nephews, nieces and cousins. 
She was predeceased by her hus-
band Joseph “Joe” Cardinale; a son 
Robert Cardinale; a sister Barbara 
and a brother Joseph. She will also be 

sadly missed by her dear friend Jan 
Madsen and special niece Denny M. 
She was born in North Brookfield 
and has been a lifelong resident. 
Helen was a member of  St. John the 
Baptist Church. She enjoyed cook-
ing, playing scrabble and her family. 
A memorial Mass will be held on 
Wednesday, December 18,2024 at 
11:00AM in St. John the Baptist 
Church 131 Blaine Ave East Brookfield. 
Arrangements are under the care of  
Pillsbury Funeral Home 44 Gilbert St 
North Brookfield.  Please omit flowers. 
Donations may be made in her name to 
a charity of  one’s choice.

Pillsbury Funeral Home, 
Brookfield,MA

Helena E. Cardinale,91

North Brookfield – 
Richard S. Budney, 76, 
of  North Brookfield, 
died on Sunday, 
December 1, 2024, at 
home with his fami-
ly by his side after a 
brief  illness. 

He was predeceased 
by the love of  his life 

Sandy Budney, who passed away in 
2018. He leaves his children, Laurie 
DeMaio and her husband, Tony of  
North Brookfield,     Kimberly Budney 
of  Leicester, Richard Budney and his 
wife, Jessie of  Spencer, Tracey Simpson 
and her husband, Thomas of  Spencer, 
Sherry Rodgers of  California, and his 
sister, Sandy Laft of  Saugus. He also 
leaves 14 grandchildren, 9 great-grand-
children, and several nieces and neph-
ews. 

Richard worked as an alarm techni-
cian for ADT Alarm Services prior to 
his retirement. 

His faith was very close to him. He was 

a devoted longtime member of  Saint 
Joseph’s parish in North Brookfield 
and was a 4th Degree Knight with the 
Knights of  Columbus. He was also a 
member of  the Leicester Rod and Gun 
Club and the White Eagle Polish Club 
in Worcester. He was a devoted fan of  
all Boston sports teams, especially the 
Boston Bruins. 

A Funeral Mass for Richard was held 
on Friday, December 6, 2024, at 11:15am 
in Saint Joseph’s Church, 296 North 
Main Street in North Brookfield. A 
calling hour was held in the Varnum 
Funeral Home, 43 East Main Street in 
West Brookfield from 9:30 to 10:30am 
prior to going to the church in proces-
sion for mass. Burial was in the Walnut 
Grove Cemetery following mass.  In lieu 
of  flowers, memorial donations may be 
made to St. Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital, P.O. Box 1000, Department 
142, Memphis, TN 38148 or online at 
st.jude.org

An online tribute book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com

Richard S. Budney, 76

OBITUARIES

(SEAL)
THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT
Docket Number: 24 SM 004179
ORDER OF NOTICE
To:
Paul T. Burke
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Spencer, numbered 94 Clark Road, 
given by Paul T. Burke to JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, NA, dated March 23, 
2007, and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 40973, Page 223, 
as modified by a certain modification 
agreement dated January 1, 2018, 
and recorded with said Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 58283, Page 157, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act.  If you object to a foreclosure 
of the above-mentioned property on 
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance 
and answer in this court at Three 

Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 
on or before January 13, 2025, or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act. 
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice 
of this Court on December 2, 2024.
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
26861
December 13,  2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by Shane A. Bayer to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Inland Bank and Trust, 
dated April 27, 2018 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
58736, Page 343, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present holder, 
by assignment from:
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Inland Bank and Trust, its 
successors and assigns to JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, National Association, 
recorded on August 8, 2022, in Book 
No. 68036, at Page 240 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association to NewRez LLC f/k/a New 
Penn Financial, LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing, recorded on 
October 12, 2022, in Book No. 68338, 
at Page 163 
for breach of the conditions of said 

mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 1:00 PM on January 3, 
2025, on the mortgaged premises 
located at 4 Lambs Grove, Spencer, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land, with the buildings and 
improvements thereon, situated on 
Lambs Grove in the Town of Spencer, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, 
and being shown as Lots one hun-
dred fifty-five (155), one hundred fif-
ty-six (156) and one hundred fifty-sev-
en (157) on a plan of land entitled: 
“Lamb’s Grove”, which plan is recorded 
with the Worcester Registry of Deeds 
in Plan Book 92, Plan 4, Map 3, and 
to which plan reference is made for a 
more particular description. 
Subject to and with the benefits of any 
and/or all rights, restrictions, covenants 
and easements of record insofar as the 
same may be in force and applicable.
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed 
recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 58736, Page 341.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit 
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water 
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are in 

force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not 
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Five Thousand  ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank check will 
be required to be paid by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale.  The 
balance is to be paid by certified or 
bank check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., Newton, 
Massachusetts 02458, or by mail to 
P.O. Box 610389, Newton Highlands, 
Massachusetts 02461-0389, within 
thirty (30) days from the date of sale.  
Deed will be provided to purchaser 
for recording upon receipt in full of the 
purchase price.  The description of the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of an error in 
this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
NEWREZ LLC, F/K/A NEW PENN 
FINANCIAL, LLC, D/B/A SHELLPOINT 
MORTGAGE SERVICING
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
25449
December 13,  2024
December 20,  2024
December 27,  2024

LEGALS

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, 

PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550, 
or by e-mail to 

obits@stonebridgepress.news

For over two thou-
sand years, the Star of  
Bethlehem has capti-
vated imaginations and 
sparked debates among 
scholars, astronomers, 
and theologians. 

Mentioned in the Book 
of  Matthew, this star 
guided the Three Kings—
wise men from the 
East—to the birthplace 
of  Jesus. But what was 
this mysterious star? Was 
it a supernatural event, 
a naturally occurring 
astronomical alignment, 
or something else entire-
ly? To this day, the Star 
of  Bethlehem remains 
a radiant enigma in the 
story of  Christmas.

The Magi, often depict-
ed in nativity scenes as 
three kings, were likely 
not kings at all but astrol-
ogers or priests from 
regions such as Persia, 
Babylon, or possibly even 
as far as China. 

They were united by 
their study of  the heav-
ens, seeking divine mes-
sages in celestial move-

ments. Guided by the 
mysterious star, they 
may have traveled along 
ancient trade routes, such 
as parts of  the Silk Road, 
on a journey that could 
have spanned thousands 
of  miles to their ultimate 
destination, Bethlehem.

They saw the star as 
a sign of  someone des-
tined for greatness. Their 
gifts—gold for a king, 
frankincense, incense 
used in worship, and 
myrrh, an embalming 
spice foreshadowing 
death—reflected what 
they believed the star 
was telling them about 
this person. 

But what exactly was 
this star that inspired 
such a journey? 

Some believe the star 
was a miraculous sign, a 
divine light placed in the 
sky by God to announce 
the birth of  Jesus. This 
interpretation aligns 
with the biblical account 
but leaves no room for 
scientific explanation. 
To those with faith, the 

star’s miraculous 
nature may be the 
ultimate answer—a 
symbol of  heav-
en’s intervention in 
earthly affairs.

Others suggest the 
star could have been 
a comet, viewed as 
an omen in ancient 
times. A comet’s bright 
and fleeting nature would 
have made it a striking 
and memorable sign in 
the night sky.

Could the Star of  
Bethlehem have been an 
exploding star—a super-
nova? A supernova cre-
ates a sudden, brilliant 
light in the sky that can 
last for weeks or months. 
While ancient Chinese 
and Babylonian astrono-
mers meticulously docu-
mented celestial events, 
there are no surviving 
records of  a superno-
va occurring during 
the timeframe of  Jesus’ 
birth. 

One of  the most widely 
accepted theories is that 
the Star of  Bethlehem 

was a rare align-
ment of  planets. 
In 7 BC, Jupiter 
and Saturn came 
together in three 
conjunctions with-
in Pisces’s constel-
lation. This phe-
nomenon would 
have created a 

strikingly bright light in 
the sky.

Jupiter, often associ-
ated with kingship, and 
Saturn, symbolizing 
protection, aligned in 
Pisces—a constellation 
some ancient astrologers 
connected to significant 
events for the Jewish peo-
ple. Possibly interpreted 
as heralding the birth of  
an extraordinary leader 
or figure of  great impor-
tance.

T he “Great 
Conjunction” of  Jupiter 
and Saturn occurs every 
20 years, but the rare tri-
ple conjunction in Pisces 
around 7 BC has not hap-
pened in the same way 
since. To ancient astron-

omers, such alignments 
were seen as divine 
messages. This unique 
conjunction in Pisces 
might have been linked 
to significant astrological 
meaning.

While these theories 
offer intriguing possibil-
ities, none fully explain 
the Star of  Bethlehem. 

If  the star was a natural 
phenomenon, why didn’t 
other cultures widely 
record it? And how did 
it appear to “stop” over 
Bethlehem? These unan-
swered questions contin-
ue to shroud the star in 
mystery.

The Magi’s connec-
tion between the star 
and the birth of  a king 
raises intriguing ques-
tions. Did they draw con-
clusions from ancient 
Hebrew texts, astrologi-
cal insights alone, or a 
combination? 

Their reliance on 
astrology raises the ques-
tion: could their journey 
suggest hidden truths 
found within the ancient 

study of  Astrology and 
their influence on earth-
ly events? Their inter-
pretation suggests a deep 
understanding of  celes-
tial symbolism and its 
potential to foretell sig-
nificant events.

Whatever its true 
nature, the Star of  
Bethlehem remains a 
symbol of  hope and mys-
tery, reflecting human-
ity’s timeless quest for 
meaning in the cosmos. 

Whether a miraculous 
light or celestial align-
ment, it represents the 
pursuit of  truth and the 
willingness to follow 
where it leads.

As we look to the win-
ter sky this Christmas, 
we can imagine the Magi 
doing the same over 2,000 
years ago, marveling at 
the unknown. The Star of  
Bethlehem, still inspiring 
awe, invites us to jour-
ney—not across deserts, 
but toward our sense of  
wonder.

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking

Star of Bethlehem
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Specializing 
on repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners 
since 1988 

Fully licensed and 
insured 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY 

LAWNMOWER.COM

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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For Advertising 
Information,Call 
774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.

news

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
CHIMNEY 

CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tri-

bune

Advertise on 
this page for 

one low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
774-200-7308

Leicester schools  
invite community to 

winter concerts
LEICESTER — The Leicester Public Schools Music Department invites guests to 

check out performances featuring multiple schools this month.
Winter concerts will be held on several nights in December. Elementary school 

students will perform throughout the day on Dec. 11, while high school students 
will perform on Dec. 12 at 6 p.m.

Middle school students will hold a concert on Dec. 17 at 6 p.m.
All performances will be held at the Leicester Middle School Fine Arts Center 

(174 Paxton St.).

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Leicester 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27

8:33 a.m.: neighbor dispute (Boyd 
Street), spoken to; 10:47 a.m.: erratic 
operator (Main Street), resolved; 11:00 
a.m.: summons service (Beech Street), 
unable to serve; 12:04 p.m.: mv stop 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), name 
and address redacted from police 
log, willfully obstructing an emer-
gency vehicle, obstructing an emer-
gency vehicle, unlicensed operation, 
criminal application issued; 12:28 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 1:43 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (South Main Street), 
referred; 2:48 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Charles Street); 3:40 p.m.: ambulance 
(McCarthy Avenue), transported; 6:43 
p.m.: restraining order service (Main 
Street), served; 6:48 p.m.: welfare check 
(Main Street), spoken to.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28
12:23 a.m.: suspicious mv (Pleasant 

Street), verbal warning; 1:16 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 2:18 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
written warning; 2:26 a.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), verbal warning; 2:54 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 2:29 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Main Street), gone on arrival; 6:14 
p.m.: restraining order service (South 
Main Street), served; 11:27 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29
12:14 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

written warning; 3:39 a.m.: ambulance 
(Pleasant Street), transported; 6:53 
a.m.: suspicious person (Main Street), 
gone on arrival; 8:34 a.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Main Street), false alarm; 
8:58 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:10 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 9:27 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, op w/suspend-
ed license/subsequent offense, num-
ber plate violation to conceal ID, unin-
sured mv, criminal application issued; 
10:12 a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported; 11:26 a.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), spoken to; 11:40 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 12:00 p.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), verbal warning; 12:20 p.m.: 
mv stop (Olney Street), Randy Jordan, 
41, 28 Second Island Road, Webster, 
op w/suspended license/subsequent 
offense, unregistered mv, arrest; 1:27 
p.m.: accident (Main Street), transport-
ed to hospital; 3:00 p.m.: suspicious 
person (Market Street), resolved; 3:17 
p.m.: keep the peace (Hankey Street), 
peace restored; 5:07 p.m.: lobby ser-
vice (South Main Street), report taken; 
8:56 p.m.: assist other PD (Washinton 
Street, Auburn), services rendered; 
8:58 p.m.: suspicious person (Soojians 
Drive), services rendered; 10:39 p.m.: 
welfare check (West Street), assist-
ed; 10:49 p.m.: erratic operator (River 
Street), referred; 11:38 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30
12:07 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

verbal warning; 2:42 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), written warning; 
5:44 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 8:04 a.m.: hit/run 
accident (South Main Street), report 
taken; 8:41 a.m.: mv stop (Soojians 
Drive), verbal warning; 8:50 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
10:20 a.m.: mv stop (McNeil Highway), 
verbal warning; 10:28 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), citation issued; 10:34 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 10:46 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 10:47 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, op w/sus-
pended license, no inspection stick-
er, report taken; 11:37 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 11:48 
a.m.: investigation (Main Street), 
report taken; 12:42 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 12:53 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
1:14 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 1:19 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, unlicensed 
operation, number plate violation; 
name and address redacted from 
police log, unlicensed operation/per-
mit, criminal applications issued; 1:43 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
uninsured mv/2 counts, unlicensed 
operation, number plate violation to 
conceal ID, unregistered mv, criminal 
application issued; 2:04 p.m.: investi-
gation (Marshall Street), report taken; 

2:26 p.m.: mv stop (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), verbal warning; 3:32 p.m.: 
property found (South Main Street), 
resolved; 4:08 p.m.: residential alarm 
(Leela Lane), false alarm; 4:32 p.m.: 
investigation (Main Street), report 
taken; 9:01 p.m.: suspicious mv (Pine 
Street), resolved; 10:01 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 11:05 
p.m.: welfare check (Rawson Street), 
resolved.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
12:50 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 1:10 a.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Harding Street), resolved; 2:42 
a.m.: mv stop (Soojians Drive), written 
warning; 5:51 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 6:23 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:54 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
unlicensed operation, op w/suspended 
registration, uninsured mv, criminal 
applications issued; 10:54 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (Auburn Street), unable 
to locate; 11:15 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 11:36 mv stop (South 
Main Street), verbal warning; 11:51 
a.m.: mv stop (Soojians Drive), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
unlicensed operation, criminal appli-
cation issued; 12:37 p.m.: accident 
(Pleasant Street), report taken; 1:43 
p.m.: accident (Charlton Street), mv 
towed; 4:29 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Stafford Street), services rendered; 
5:23 p.m.: accident (River Street), 
report taken.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2
12:24 a.m.: assist other PD (Main 

Street), services rendered; 12:27 a.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Auburn Street), 
report taken; 1:16 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 1:23 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (Main Street), resolved; 4:19 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), citation 
issued; 5:23 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 8:49 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Folsom Street), report taken; 9:00 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), citation 
issued; 9:24 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 9:48 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 10:52 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), citation 
issued; 11:06 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), spoken to; 11:10 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), spoken to; 11:23 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), violations 
not noted on police log, criminal appli-
cation issued; 11:35 a.m.: assist citi-
zen (Willow Hill Road); 12:59 p.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 1:02 p.m.: ambulance (Stafford 
Street), transported; 2:32 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street, Spencer), trans-
ported; 2:36 p.m.: ambulance (Rawson 
Street), transported; 4:56 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Main Street), assisted; 6:00 p.m.: 
investigation (Main Street), report 
taken; 9:40 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 
9:54 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 11:43 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Ferncroft Road), resolved.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3
3:20 a.m.: parking complaint (Main 

Street), written warning; 3:24 a.m.: sus-
picious person (Mayflower Road), ser-
vices rendered; 6:46 a.m.: ambulance 
(West Main Street, Spencer), transport-
ed; 9:03 a.m.: mv stop (River Street), 
citation issued; 9:29 a.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), spoken to; 9:40 a.m.: 
mv stop (Pleasant), written warning; 
9:46 a.m.: mv stop (River Street), verbal 
warning; 10:16 a.m.: mv stop (Rawson 
Street), verbal warning; 10:27 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
10:34 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 
verbal warning; 10:39 a.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), Wilfredo Reyes, 52, 4 
Park Avenue, #1A, Worcester, straight 
warrant, arrest; 12:03 p.m.: mv stop 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), ver-
bal warning; 1:01 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:17 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
1:46 p.m.: mv stop (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), verbal warning; 2:22 p.m.: 
assist citizen (South Main Street); 3:27 
p.m.: accident (South Main Street), 
report taken; 4:23 p.m.: disabled mv 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
resolved; 4:29 p.m.: accident (Pleasant 
Street), report taken; 5:07 p.m.: suspi-
cious person (Waite Street), resolved; 
10:49 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported; 10:58 p.m.: ambulance 
(Whittemore Street), transported.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5
1:54 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 

verbal warning; 2:04 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 3:56 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 5:09 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), written warning; 8:55 a.m.: 

investigation (South Main Street), 
report taken; 12:29 p.m.: mutual aid 
(Lovell Street, Worcester), transport-
ed to hospital; 1:47 p.m.: investigation 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), report 
taken; 3:09 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 5:36 
p.m.: disturbance (Bunker Hill Road), 
investigated; 7:41 p.m.: family prob-
lem (Salminen Drive), report taken; 
11:51 p.m.: ambulance (Auburn Street), 
transported.

# # #

Spencer 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27

2:15 a.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 2:54-3:12 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 6:55 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 7:55 a.m.: fraud 
(Brooks Pond Road), report taken; 9:04 
a.m.: animal complaint (Old Farm 
Road), rep. abandoned cat; 9:22 a.m.: 
medical/general (Charlton Road); 10:59 
a.m.: medical/general (Linden Street); 
11:12 a.m.: restraining order service 
(West Main Street); 11:29 a.m.: suspi-
cious persons (Main Street), investi-
gated; 12:25 p.m.: mv lockout (West 
Main Street), assisted; 12:42 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Woodside Road), rep. 
loose/aggressive dog; 1:03 p.m.: fire 
alarm (South Spencer Road), referred; 
1:43 p.m.: medical/general (Greenville 
Street); 2:07 p.m.: medical/general 
(Church Street); 2:34 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), poss. title fraud; 
3:51 p.m.: medical/general (North 
Spencer Road); 4:03 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 4:41 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), Roland E. Delage, 56, 6 
Marble Road, Spencer, OUI liquor, neg-
ligent operation, speeding, arrest; 4:45 
p.m.: suspicious person (Ash Street), 
investigated; 4:52 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), Patrick Peter O’Donoghue, 
21, 34 Mayflower Circle, Holden, OUI 
liquor, negligent operation, marked 
lanes violation, arrest; 5:10 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (West Main Street), 
rep. dog found; 7:55 p.m.: DPW call 
(Westland Drive), rep. lane obstruc-
tion; 9:07 p.m.: officer wanted (Meadow 
Roads), mv blocked in; 10:49 p.m.: 911 
call (Pearl Street), hang-up; (total daily 
mv stops – 4).

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28
12:27 a.m.: 911 call (Ashview Drive), 

accidental; 12:47-1:39 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 1:05 a.m.: suspicious 
mv (Maple Street), investigated; 9:33 
a.m.: vandalism (Greenville Street), 
report taken; 9:55 a.m.: abandoned 911 
call (West Main Street), no contact; 
11:50 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), resolved; 11:50 a.m.: 
suspicious persons (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 11:54 a.m.: fire alarm 
(Howe Village), referred; 2:15 p.m.: 
medical/general (Northwest Road); 
6:29 p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
no contact; 8:19 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 11:00 p.m.: disturbance 
(Mechanic Street), noise complaint; 
(total daily mv stops – 1).

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29
12:09 a.m.: commercial alarm 

(Meadow Road), services rendered; 
2:21-2:28 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 9:02 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 10:25 a.m.: lost/
found (Main Street), rep. cell phone 
stolen; 10:28 a.m.: extortion/blackmail 
(Valley View Drive), report taken; 12:43 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
2:17 p.m.: officer wanted (Wall Street), 
re: former neighbor; 2:21 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Northwest Road); 4:37 
p.m.: medical/general (Maple Street); 
6:18 p.m.: residential alarm (Water 
Street), services rendered; 7:02 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Mechanic Street), 
services rendered; 9:03 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Main Street), dead dog in 
road; 9:16 p.m.: suspicious mv (Howe 
Road), investigated; 10:00 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Summit Street), spoken 
to; 10:14 p.m.: disturbance (Chestnut 
Street), unwanted party; 10:56 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Shady Drive), erratic 
operator; 11:47 p.m.: medical/general 
(Pauls Drive); (total daily mv stops – 1).

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30
12:02-2:37 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:56 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Valley Street); 10:51 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Clark Street), c/o neighbor 
creating road hazard; 11:02 a.m.: acci-
dent (Main Street), report taken; 11:26 
a.m.: officer wanted (Elm Street), rep. 
cat taken; 11:41 a.m.: juvenile matter 
(Woodside Road), re: earlier incident; 
1:10 p.m.: medical/general (Marble 
Road); 1:12 p.m.: lost/found (Main 

Street), rings found; 1:51 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Clark Road), re: ex-gf; 2:25 
p.m.: fraud (Elm Street), report taken; 
5:42 p.m.: medical/general (Brown 
Street); 7:58 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), East Brookfield PD bolo/
hit & run; 10:23 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), spoken to; 10:54 
p.m.: disturbance (Mechanic Street), 
unwanted party; 11:14 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Duggan Street), spoken to; 
(total daily mv stops – 2).

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
12:37-1:12 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:12 a.m.: fire alarm (Gauthier 
Road), referred; 10:02 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Paxton Road), spoken to; 10:30 
a.m.: officer wanted (Howe Village), 
spoken to; 11:07 a.m.: juvenile matter 
(Elm Street), services rendered; 12:15 
p.m.: animal complaint (Paxton Road), 
rep. dead bobcat; 12:19 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Brooks Pond Road), wants 
mv moved; 2:47 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Pleasant Street), req. welfare check; 
4:33 p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln 
Street); 6:03 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), Oxford PD bolo/re: offi-
cer safety; 6:13 p.m.: 911 call (Ashview 
Drive), resolved; 6:57 p.m.: medical/
general (Treadwell Drive); 7:10 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Mechanic Street), req. 
welfare check; 7:57 p.m.: mv repos-
sessed (Pleasant Street), info rec’d; 8:00 
p.m.: officer wanted (Lincoln Street), 
req. escort/retrieve pkg. from neigh-
bor; 9:16 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Streett), Charlton PD bolo/welfare 
check; (total daily mv stops – 2).

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2
12:27 a.m.: medical/general (Cherry 

Street); 1:09-1:31 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 1:54 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 7:20 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
7:23 a.m.: medical/general (Mechanic 
Street); 7:42 a.m.: elderly matter (Pearl 
Street), req. welfare check; 9:33 a.m.: 
fire alarm (Main Street), referred; 
11:33 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), called re: ex; 1:11 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), spo-
ken to; 1:34 p.m.: medical/general 
(Wall Street); 2:28 p.m.: mutual aid 
(Mechanic Street), RMV immediate 
threat service; 2:29 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Paxton Road), illegal burn; 2:29 
p.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
2:48 p.m.: officer wanted (Dufault 
Road), req. welfare check; 3:01 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Elm Street); 
3:17 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), rep. harassment; 3:41 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Clark Road); 
3:53 p.m.: fire alarm (Main Street), 
referred; 4:09 p.m.: medical/general 
(Bixby Road); 5:04 p.m.: fraud (West 
Main Street), report taken; 5:52 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Highland 
Street); 7:02 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), no contact; 8:14 p.m.: medical/
general (Mechanic Street); 9:27 p.m.: 
medical/general (Howe Village); total 
daily mv stops – 2).

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3
 12:56-2:31 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 5:45 a.m.: medical/general 
(Ledge Avenue); 6:15 a.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Chestnut Street), services 
rendered; 6:34 a.m.: accident (West 
Main Street), report taken; 8:00 a.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), assist 
Leicester PD/investigation; 9:05 a.m.: 
medical/general (Howe Village); 9:11 
a.m.: fraud (West Main Street), report 
taken; 9:33 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), surrendering ex-bf ’s 
firearms; 10:05 a.m.: medical/general 
(Gold Nugget Road); 11:22 a.m.: illegal 
dumping (R. Jones Road), trash bag 
on roadside; 11:47 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Treadwell Drive); 12:22 p.m.: mv 
complaint (West Main Street), erratic 
operator; 12:36 p.m.: fire alarm (Rustic 
Lane), referred; 12:43 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), spoken to; 12:52 
p.m.: officer wanted (Pearl Street), req. 
welfare check; 12:55 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Main Street), req. property check; 
1:08 p.m.: mv theft (West Main Street), 
report taken; 1:44 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Marble Road), investigated; 2:32 p.m.: 
intelligence/drugs (West Main Street), 
info taken; 2:35 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Pearl Street), spoken to; 3:01 p.m.: acci-
dent (West Main Street), report taken; 
3:02 p.m.: restraining order service 
(West Main Street); 3:47 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 4:17 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Chickering Road), req. 
welfare check; 11:16 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Maple Street), erratic operator; 
11:40 p.m.: suspicious persons (West 
Main Street), investigated; (total daily 
mv stops – 0).

POLICE REPORTS

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308
Laborers-

Material Handling
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person  
Package Steel

15 Harback Rd Sutton, MA
e-mail resume to:

Lucille@packagesteel.com
508-865-5871 x 3010

 

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

MANUFACTURING JOB SHOP IS SEEKING

EXPERIENCED CNC MACHINIST
 CONVENTIONAL MACHINIST

ESTIMATOR

• CNC Milling Center
• CNC Turning Center
• Manual Bridgeports
• Manual Lathe
• CNC or Manual Vertical Milling Centers

Hours: M-Th: 7:00am-5:00pm, F: 7:00am-3:30pm.
Email resume or apply in person.

Southbridge Tool & 
Manufacturing Co., Inc.

181 Southbridge Road, Route 131, Dudley, MA  01571
(508) 764-2779 • Fax: (508) 765-1193

info@southbridgetool.com

 
Experience  on one or
more of the following:

For Immediate Hire!

$5000 SIGN-ON BONUS!

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.newswww.StonebridgePress.com

ities. These included 
horse and carriage rides; 
ice carving demonstra-
tions; cocoa with the Boy 
Scouts; and walks with 
Frosty.

Several food trucks 
provided tasty treats, in 

addition to volunteers 
offering refreshments 
and entertainment at 
town departments and 
local churches. 

The event culminated 
with a tree lighting on 
the Town Common, sur-
rounded by a field of  win-
ter white.

Later, a concert 
band delivered favor-

ite Christmas songs for 
guests. Additionally, the 
WB Rescue Squad hosted 
a toy collection program.

This year’s White 
Christmas program was 
dedicated to Bill Jankins. 
Community leaders 
thank him for decades of  
service to multiple groups 
and organizations, 
including the Volunteer 

Rescue Squad, Quaboag 
Historical Society, the 
Rotary Club, the Lake 
Wickaboag Boat Club, the 
School Committee, and 
Little League baseball.

“Bill is 100 percent 
West Brookfield,” read 
a statement featured in 
the event guide book-
let. “Whether it’s hav-
ing breakfast with his 

buddies, chatting with 
friends as he makes his 
daily run to get the mail, 
or visiting with others as 
he sits on his porch, Bill 
truly loves the town of  
West Brookfield and its 
history, but most of  all, 
he loves its people.”

Special thanks are 
offered to members of  the 
White Christmas in West 

Brookfield Committee for 
their hard work in put-
ting the program togeth-
er.

“Additional thanks to 
Jimmy Rust for making 
sure our beautiful tree 
always shines brightly,” 
the promotional state-
ment read.

CHRISTMAS
continued from page     A1

The Bell and Hudson Insurance Agency team welcomes guests. Special performances took place throughout the day.

The program also left 
a lasting impact on LMS 
students, who were mes-
merized by Surette’s 
artistic abilities and 
inspired by his powerful 
message of  perseverance 
and self-belief.

“Leicester Middle 
School continues to be 
dedicated to fostering our 
core values and empow-
erment in its students, 
and the Be Somebody per-
formance was a perfect 
example of  how art can 
inspire positive change 

and encourage students 
to strive for greatness,” 
read a statement released 
by the LMS leadership 
team. “The school com-
munity will forever carry 
Rob Surette’s inspiring 
words.”

Following the presen-
tation at LMS, Surette 
was scheduled to deliver 
another performance for 
the district’s elementary 
school students.

Surette has performed 
at thousands of  venues 
throughout his career, 
helping to inspire the next 
generation of  creators.

 

PAINTING
continued from page     A1

form allows for respond-
ers to be aware of  those 
needs during responses.

“This is just another 
way to keep our residents 
safe,” Antanavica said.

The program is espe-
cially important during 
the winter months, when 

every second counts to 
help locate missing per-
sons and get them out of  
the cold, officials said.

For more information 
about the program, please 
contact the Leicester 
Police Department. 
Informational statements 
on the program are also 
posted to the town Web 
site.

MISSING
continued from page     A1

area locations to enable 
convenient donations of  
new, unwrapped gifts for 
children of  all ages. 

“This year’s Stuff  the 
Bus was amazing,” said 
Melody Miller, a region-
al manager for AA 
Transportation. “Thank 
you to all that donated. It 
is so heartwarming to see 
how many people came 
out to support this toy 
drive.”

In Spencer, AA 
Transportation officials 
once again teamed up with 
Klem’s, the Spencer Fire 
Department, the Spencer 
Police Department, and 
the David Prouty High 
School Band to collect 
toys for families in need 
within the community.  

The Spencer pro-
gram also featured sur-
prise visits from Santa 

Claus and Sparky the 
Fire Dog.  

“Thank you to Klem’s, 
Spencer Fire, Spencer 
Police, and the David 
Prouty High School 
Band. Thank you for 
weathering the cold with 
us to collect toys for those 
in need,” Miller said. 

Additionally, the 
Spencer Police Union 
donated approximately 
$250 worth of  toys to help 
kick off  the event.

In North Brookfield, 
AA Transportation 
partnered with the 
police department and 
Hannaford Supermarket. 
Community generosity 
went a long way toward 
making the holidays 
unforgettable for local 
families.

“In North Brookfield, 
we had a great turnout. I 
am sure that a lot of  chil-
dren will be very happy 
this year,” Miller said. 
“Thank you to the North 

Brookfield Police and 
Hannaford.”

In Leicester, AA 
Transportation teamed 
up with Walmart and 
the Leicester Police, 
Firefighters and Teachers 
Association. The collec-
tions bus, along with 
Leicester fire trucks, 
were parked in front of  
the Walmart Supercenter. 

“In Leicester at 
Walmart, we stuffed 
the bus. Thank you 
to Walmart, Leicester 
Police, Firefighters and 
Teachers Association,” 
Miller said.

Added Leicester 
Police Chief  Kenneth 
Antanavica, “Stuff  the 
Bus is a great program 
which mainly involves 
the bus company and 
drivers who know fami-
lies with school-age chil-
dren that might need a 
little help. It is a tremen-
dous program that the 
fire department union 

members helped with last 
weekend.”

AA Transportation offi-
cials thank all local vol-
unteers, organizations, 
departments, businesses, 
and residents who sup-
ported this year’s cam-
paign. With the challeng-
es of  the post-pandemic 
economy, area residents 
have relied heavily on the 
generosity of  community 
members.

Several toy dona-
tions were also made 
in advance of  the event 
at the North Brookfield 
Police Department, 
the Leicester Police 
Department, and 
the Spencer Police 
Department.

Additionally, dona-
tions were dropped off  
with AA Transportation 
school bus drivers to 
maximize the number of  
toys received. 

STUFF
continued from page     A1

For Advertising Information,Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

CALL TODAY  
FOR GREAT 

CUSTOMER SERVICE!  

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

COMING SOON! OXFORD- 2 Family
New Septic, Garage, 2/3 Bedroom

LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE
DECEMBER 11TH •5-7 PM

DUDLEY  BLACK TAVERN 
*Buying Investment Property 

*Financing Low Down Payment Loans
*Homes for Heroes Rewards Program

Firemen - Law Enforcement - Teachers- Veterans -Medical Professionals
Diane Luong

#1 Massachusetts Home 
for Heroes Agent

*Central Air
*Hardwoods 

Floors
* 2 Baths
* Family 

Room
* 1/2 Lot

*New Septic 
System
*Easy 

 Highway 
Access29 Charlton Road $535,000

DUDLEY- ONE LEVEL LIVING

DEC. 11 5-7PM
 DUDLEY BLACK TAVERN
LET’S TALK REAL ESTATE

*Ask About Homes for 
Heroes Reward Program

*Discuss Buying Investment Property
Reservations Suggested

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

*7 Rooms
* Central Air

*3 Season 
Room

*Formal  
Dining 
Room

* Youger 
Room
*Town  

Services27 Snowling Road $390,000

UXBRIDGE- HEATED GARAGE

*Don;t
 miss this 

Opportunity
* 1.5 Baths

* 2 Fireplaces
* New Septice 

Design
*Chance to 
Update and 

have the lot of 
your dreams

130 South Road $575,000

HOLDEN- 2.5 ACRES - PRIVATE YARD
BUYER OPPORTUNITY

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 10-12
NEW TO MARKET!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   
Level landscape from house to the 
waters edge. Middle Pond offers ex-
pansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 
Bath. Walk out Lower Level! Fire up 
the grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll ! 

$669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE VIL-
LA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 
UNITS > Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary 
BR Suites w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location 
provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & 
full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever 
Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 
Spectacular Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT

92 BIRCH ISLAND

HOPKINGTON - 5 SOUTH BARN RD. 

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER -
 10 GODDARD STREET

This two family is centrally located, 
convenient access to major routes. 
Owner occupied with a first floor 
tenant lease. Roof replaced two years 
ago , basement windows are new and 
several new windows through out 
the home. Rents are currently below 
market.  $330,000

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

ON DEPOSIT
Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* Tucked 
away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access at Lake-
side Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!  $599,000

Located in a serene 5 home subdivision! Handsome 4958 sf 
Colonial. 11 room, open concept floor plan! 4 - 5 bedrooms, 
4-1/2 baths, 3 car garage. Gunite heated pool!
assisted sale      $1,560,000.

SORRY, SOLD!!!

Featured Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER - 22 COOPER RD 
FEATURED NEW CONSTRUCTION

Featured New Listing!!!   

ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE



16  SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, December 13, 2024

BOSTON — Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy 2021 grad-
uates Khamphan 
Houatchanthara, LPN, of  
Southbridge and Meghan 
Reidy, LPN, of  Auburn 
recently attended “The 
Short -Staffed Tour” of  
John Dela Cruz, a.k.a. 
Nurse John to his legion 
of  fans. The event was 
held at the Boch Center- 
Shubert Theatre in 
Boston. 

The first-ever live tour 
event marked “Nurse 
John’s transition from 
the digital space to stage 
and represented a major 
milestone in his career” 
(https://nursejohnn-
shows.com/). Nurse 
John has taken the digi-
tal world by storm with 
his hilarious and relat-
able commentary on the 
healthcare industry and 
is known for his “abili-
ty to turn the everyday 
struggles of  the diligent 
short-staffed, underpaid, 

and undervalued health-
care professionals into 
comedic gold.” Humor in 
nursing acts as an ice 
breaker, stress reliever, 
and a way to bond with 
peers. A shared senti-
ment by nurses, “there 
are times on the job when 
if  you didn’t laugh, you 
would cry.” Much like 
nursing, there is both 
an art and a science in 
incorporating humor in 
healthcare. According to 
Viktor Frankl, Holocaust 
survivor, author, and 
noted psychiatrist, 
“Humor, more than any-
thing else in the human 
makeup, affords an aloof-
ness and ability to rise 
above any situation, even 
if  only for a few seconds.” 
There are benefits in the 
use of  humor in health-
care in general and nurs-
ing in particular.

Houatchanthara and 
Reidy are among Nurse 
John’s 12 million fol-
lowers globally. Both 

were among the Boston 
audience who enjoyed 
Nurse John’s content 
which felt like “con-
versations with a work 
bestie.” His humor was 
raw and authentic. He 
“trauma dumped,” cried, 
screamed, and laughed 
together with his audi-
ence. Such was the expe-
rience that healthcare 
audiences “feel seen.” 
The feeling of  relatabili-
ty and relief  was shared 
by both Houatchanthara 
and Reidy. Reidy has 
forged a close friendship 
with Houatchanthara 
as a nursing student, 
especially because their 
10-month education and 
training was difficult and 
happened during COVID. 
They had natural rapport 
and mutual understand-
ing. Houatchanthara 
became a nurse follow-
ing her sister, Maxine 
H o u a t c h a n t h a r a 
Khounthy. 

Becoming an LPN did 

not change the career tra-
jectory for Reidy. She was 
a lifeguard at the YWCA 
in Worcester from 2014 
to 2016, and during the 
summers of  2014-2019 at 
the Camp Woodhaven in 
West Boylston, monitor-

ing the safety of  swim-
mers, supervising swim-
mers to make sure they 
are swimming within 
safety protocols, check-
ing the safety of  all equip-
ment on deck/pool area, 
and maintaining the pool 

area including checking 
pool chemical/ph levels 
to maintain safety to all. 
She had always wanted to 
help people, and with her 
commitment to nursing, 
she is able to do just so.

Bay Path LPNs and 
humor in nursing

Courtesy

Reidy and Houatchanthara in Boston.

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
    Sturbridge, MA 01566•508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Hearthstone Market 
& Catering

Please place your Christmas 
catering orders no later than 

Sunday, December 20th

Happy Holidays

Yum
!

The Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Cut your own or 
choose from our large 
selection of fresh-cut 

Christmas Trees, 
Blue Spruce, 

Black Hills Spruce, 
Balsam Fir, 
Fraser Fir, 

Concolor Fir and 
Grand Fir.

All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM  
AT THE LUMBER YARD

HOLIDAY COUNTDOWN SALE
Limited time savings on
La-Z-Boy recliners, sofas,
reclining sofas and sectionals

La-Z-Boy
Recliners

LIMITED QUANTITIES... WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

$399

241 Providence Road., Whitinsville, MA  •  508-234-8777
FREE Delivery and Removal  •  FREE Financing Available

M.T.W: 9:30am-6:00pm  •  TH-FRI: 9:30am-7:00pm  • SAT: 9:30am-6:00pm  • SUN: 11AM-5PM

Sundeen Furniture
www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

0% INTEREST FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Visit Us for Holiday Gift Giving!
Rocking Chairs, Country Gifts, Framed Prints, Wreaths, 

Garland, Candles and much more!

FROM

La-Z-Boy
Sofas

$999
FROM

Hurry!
Sale Ends

Soon

QCC’s campus 
resource dog Siggy 
sworn in as officer

 WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community College held a graduation yesterday, 
but not for students. The ceremony was for Siggy, QCC’s first community resource 
dog. Siggy recently finished months of  training to be sworn in as an official com-
munity resource dog and K-9 officer with the college’s police department. His role 
at QCC is to provide support and de-escalation during times of  stress or crisis. 

“QCC was one of  the first community colleges in the state to obtain a community 
resource dog and many are now following suit,” said QCC President Dr. Luis G. 
Pedraja. “The students, faculty and staff  have been overjoyed to have Siggy’s pres-
ence on campus.”

Community Resource Officer and Siggy’s handler, Nick Yacuzzi, has spent count-
less hours in training with Siggy noting that the training process was rigorous but 
effective. Siggy’s training was completed at Golden Opportunities for Independence 
(GoFi), which trains dogs for a variety of  settings such as schools and healthcare 
facilities. Siggy’s final certification was the Public Access Test, which evaluates the 
dog’s performance in crowded public areas such as a grocery store or a large event. 
The test requires the dog to remain calm and obey commands during the entire 
experience.

“These dogs are exposed to many different situations and taught to show control 
and affection to anyone they encounter,” Officer Yacuzzi said, adding, “I cannot 

count the number of  times 
when walking around with 
Siggy on campus that stu-
dents have stopped to pet 
him and said, ‘I needed 
this.’”

QCC’s Chief  of  Police 
Stephen DiGiovanni was 
quick to commend Officer 
Yacuzzi for his research 
and initiative in bringing 
a community resource 
dog to QCC, as an addi-
tional way for the police 
to engage with the campus 
community.

“I cannot say enough 
about Officer Yacuzzi’s 
commitment and loyalty 
to QCC,” DiGiovanni said. 
“These types of  K-9s are 
an exciting development 
in police work, providing 
a valuable resource to the 
public.”

Donations as of 12/6/2024 

Monetary Donations may be sent to: Spencer Toys for Kids, P.O. Box 186, 
Spencer, MA 01562.
New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off at: Spencer Fire Dept, Cornerstone 
Bank (Spencer office), ERA Key Realty Services (415B Main St). If you would 
like to sponsor a child, please contact Donna at donnaflannery@erakey.net or
call 508-885-6336. If you are in need of assistance, applications can be picked
up at: Spencer Post Office, Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry, Town clerk's 
office in the town hall, or ERA Key Realty Services (outside mailbox). You can
see updates on Facebook at Spencer Toys for Kids.
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