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BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

EAST BROOKFIELD

Local officials joined

Spencer-East Brookfield
Regional School District
leaders in welcoming
Massachusetts Secretary
of Education Patrick
Tutwiler,

S E B R § D
Superintendent  Paul
Haughey and his team
were thrilled to show-
case their district to
Tutwiler, who directs the
state’s Executive Office
of Education. His office
oversees early education
programs, K-12 learning,
and higher education
across the state,

During Tutwiler's Nov.
18 visit to East Brookfield
Elementary School, the
Secretary toured sever-
al preschool classrooms
and learned about major
strides taken by the dis-
trict's early education
team sinee the pandemic.

“Our mission is to
get these kids ready for
Kindergarten,” Haughey
told the Secretary “Our
team is truly exceptional,
and this is a great oppor-
tunity to celebrate their
hard work every day”

Several SEBRSD lead-
ers and local officials
accompanied Tutwiler
on his tour of the Cubs
Corner Preschool at

Secretary of Education Patrick Tutwiler greets youngsters at EBES.

EBES. Guests included
State Sen. Peter Durant,
State  Rep.  Donald
Berthiaume, State
Director of Rural Affalrs
Anne Gobl, and multiple
SEBRSD administrators
and educators.

“It was a pleasure

to show off one of the
schools in our district
to Secretary Tutwiler,”
Durant said. “The pre-
school program in East
Brookfield is alwavs
great to visit, and the
voungest children in the
district enjoyved spending

Leicester voters approve
feasibility study for
LHS upgrades

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER — All arti-
cles passed at 1ast week's
Special Town Meeting,
including an authoriza-
tion for a feasibility study
that will determine the
costs of high school cam-
pus upgrades,

At the Nov 19 Town
Meeting, voters appro-
priated $1 million for the
feasibility study. The final
vote was 1289 in favor of
the authorization.

Upgrades are need-

ed at multiple LHS
facilities on the former
Becker College grounds
acquired by the town in
2021. These include the
Campus Center Building
{964 Main St.), the Borger
Building (9 Washburn
Square), Swan Library
{13 Washburn Sg.), and
the Animal Health Center
{955 Main St.).

“Some of the buildings
acquired from former
Becker are not up to code
for current standards,”
said Leicester Public
Schools Superintendent

Brett Kustigian, who
submitted a statement
of interest (S0I) to the
Massachusetts School
Building Authority
early in his ten-
ure. “Fortunately for
Leicester, the SOI was
accepted by the MSBA."
Kustigian and his team
have submitted addition-
al documentation to the
MSBA over the past vear,
as part of the project’s
eligibility phase,

Turn To STUDY page A10

time with the Secretary.”

First-vear EBES
Principal Christine
Lavin, who previous-
Iy spent several years
teaching and watch-
ing students advance
through the ranks, said
it was an honor to host
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Secremm/ of Education visits local schools

Hevin Randers

the Secretary and local
leaders,

“They had the chance
to visit our amazing pre-
school program and see
firsthand how they fos-
ter a love of learning
through a wvariety of
creative activities, indi-

vidualized attention, and

strong  social-emotion-
al support, while at the
same time fostering each
child's unigque abilities,”
Lavin said.

After emerging from a
stretch of pandemic-re-
lated disruptions that
lasted more than a vear,
the district saw 57 stu-
dents return to preschool
education in the first full
vear following COVID-19.
Since then, a combina-
tion of dedicated staff
members and strong
programs fueled a major
resurgence.

“With the due dili-
gence and hard work of
Mrs. Stanelun and Mrs.
Manske as Directors of
Preschool for SEBRSD—
and the preschool team
of educators—we were
fortunate to have our
numbers rise to over
118 at the conclusion
of last vear,” Haughey
added. “Today, we
host about 108 pre-
schoolers in our Cubs’
Corner Preschool and
expect to top out at 125
by the end of this year
with all of the students
we know about.”

The preschool current-
Iy has 13 youngsters on
the waitlist.

“The curriculum pro-
vides students with

Turn To VISIT page A10

School officials examine
regionalization opportunity

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER
NORTH BROOKFIELD
School officials are
evaluating a regionaliza-
tion opportunity with the
Ruaboag Regional Schoaol
District.

North Brookfield Public
Schools Superintendent
Tim MeCormick recently
sent a letter to faculty and
staff members to update
them on the process.

Last month,
North Brookfield's
Regionalization
Committee  approved
a draft regional agree-
ment. Several addition-

al approvals must take
place for the proposal to
move forward,

“It's important to clar-
ify that this does not
mean North Brookfield
is regionalizing with
Quaboag at this time”
McCormick stated,
“This draft agreement
represents one step in
a larger process, with
approval already secured
from the Massachusetis
Department of
Elementary and
Secondary  Education
(DESE).”

During their respec-
tive meetings last week,

School Committee
members from North
Brookfield and the QRSD
were slated to discuss and
potentially vote on the
draft agreement,

The QRSD serves stu-
dents from Warren and
West Brookfield,

“Should both commit-
tees approve the agree-
ment, it would then
need to be presented at
the three town meet-
ings for Warren, North
Brookfield, and West
Brookfield,” MeCormick
added. “For regionaliza-

Turn To REGIONALIZATION
page AL0

Swimming safety programs available for area youth

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

REGION — With strong
support from communi-
ty partners and donors, a
local organization contin-
ues to provide water safe-
tv education for young-
sters.

Proceeds from recent
community fundraisers
allowed the WaterWise

Foundation to launch a
safety initiative called
“Just Get in the Water.”

This past March, the
program’s debut lessons
enabled 120 Spencer
and FEast Brookfield
third-graders to experi-
ence water safety train-
ing in the pool and the
gV,

“The Waterwise
Foundation is on a mis-

sion to ensure that every
child has the skills and
confidence they need to
be safe in and around the
water,” read a statement
released by the organi-
zation. “We believe that

water safety is a critical
life skill, and we're work-
ing to provide it to every
third-grader in our local
schools—without placing
the financial or time bur-

Courtesy

Thanks to strong community support at local fundralsers, area youngsters are learning about

water safety.

den on families.”

Funds raised by the
Wild Bill Swim event,
held at South Pond in
Brookfield during recent
summers, helped make
the safety program pos-
sible.

“Through the ‘Just
Get in the Water' meth-
od, we introduce chil-
dren to water safety in
a non-traumatic, support-
ive environment,” the
organization's statement
read. “This method is
designed to ease children
into the water, helping
them feel comfortable and
confident before teaching
them essential lifesaving
skills.”

The s=safety program
includes dryland instruc-
tion and in-water lessons
held at the YMCA. Youth
participants learn basic
swim techniques, water
safety strategies, and les-
sons on how to keep other
swimmers safe.

“Drowning is the lead-
ing cause of death in
children under four—and
the second-leading cause
of death for youth under
14. Drowning is fully pre-
ventable,” the organiza-
tion's statement read.

Participants in the
water safety program
receive several instruc-
tional opportunities and

other benefits, including
dryland and in-water
lessons  with  certified
instructors; a swim bag,
goggles, and swimsuit (if
needed); access to YMCA
facilities for training; and
lunch on site.

As part of the water
safety program, par-
ents of participants also
receive education,

“We are working to
remove barriers to swim
lessons, making sure that
every child—regardless
of their background-—has
the opportunity to learn
how to be safe and confi-
dent in the water,” read
the statement released
by organizers. “The
WaterWise Foundation
aims to create a commu-
nity where every child is
comfortable in the water
and knows how to stay
safe. Our programs are
designed to reach local
third-graders through the
school system, working
directly with educators to
make sure no child is left
behind.”

Since 2022, the Wild Bill
Swim—an open water
swim and paddle board
event on South Pond—
has raised funds in sup-
port of the Just Get in the
Water program.

“The support we
receive from this event

helps us provide these
swimming lessons, safety
fraining, and the neces-
sary equipment for chil-
dren in need,” read the
statement released by
organizers.

To learn more about
the fundraiser, visit www
WildBillSwim.org.

Looking ahead, area
residents are invited to
continue supporting the
fundraiser and help keep
kids safe in the water.

Meanwhile, local par-
ents and school officials
are urged to learn more
about the program and
help connect students in
their districts to water
safety lessons and other
opportunities,

“Help us teach water
safety and make a dif
ference in the lives of
children in our commu-
nity” the informational
statement read. “Talk to
your school principal and
make them aware of the
program. Then get them
to contact WaterWise,™

The next sessions for
the youth water safe-
ty program will run in
January 2025

To learn more ahout the
WaterWise Foundation,
send an email to jenni
wildbillswim.org,



2 SPENCER NEW LEADER

o Friday, November 29, 2024

Bay Path Academy

Director attends Books for | =
Pinoy Foundation Gala
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WARWICK, R.I. — Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN of Athol (formerly of Dudley =

and Douglas), Academy Director at Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy in Charlton was joined by her
husband, Joseph Bolandrina in the second annual Books for Pinoy Foundation (BFP) Nov. 9 Foundation
Gala at University Ballroom of the Double Tree by Hilton. The mission of Books for Pinoys Foundation
(https://www.booksforpinoys.com/index.php) is to build a library which will serve as a hub to different
provinces in the Philippines. BFP is a 501c nonprofit organization 87-1616616 designed to help educate
children in the Philippines. BFP have been sending books to less fortunate children, schools, and librar-

e nskpays com M
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ies across the Philippines. BFP opened eight (8) libraries and have started taking applications to help ===

other schools, libraries across the islands. BFP connects and works with different institutions in the USA
including Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy to help facilitate collection of books, eBooks, and comput-
ers. BFP continues helping build libraries and explore the wonderful world of books.

Photo shows Joseph and Gretheline Bolandrina with the BFP backdrop. Joseph was the volunteer
emcee for the event while Gretheline previously helped with the Authors Alley.

Gretheline stated, “The mission of BFP aligns with my belief in literacy advocacy and I fully support

their efforts.”

Funds raised at the Nov. 9 Foundation Gala help support BFP’s literacy advocacy. Live music, dancing,
photo booth, and fabulous prizes from raffles and silent auctions along with delicious food made for a

memorable evening.

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INCOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

CLUES ACROSS
1. Separate with an instrument 41, Small amount
5. State clearly 42. Mother of Perseus
11. One-time MLB speedster 44. Ornamental waist box
Gordon 45. Officials
14. Broad in scope 46. Uncertain
15. Lacking social polish 49. A cotton fabric with a satiny
16. Amount of time finish
17. Frame 51. Extensive, treeless plains
19. Automobile 55. Your consciousness of your
20. Caps own identity
21. High school dances 56. Consumer advocate Ralph
22. Utilize 60. Notable Spanish sports club
23. Checked 61. Body part
25. One-sided 62. One’s responsiveness
27. Having an extreme greed 64. Woman (French)
for wealth 65. Ready and willing to be taught
31. Potted plants 66. Muslim ruler title
34. We all have one 67. Unhappy
35. Lake north of the Kalahari 68. Gradually disappeared
38. Unidentified flying object 69. Able to think clearly
39. Aging persons
CLUES DOWN
1. Brushed 31. Wet dirt
2. Water sprite 32. Russian city
3. Ones to look up to 33. Observed
4. Monetary units 36. Irate
5. We all have one 37. Travelers need them
6. Marine invertebrate 39. Musical composition
7. One who institutes a legal 40. Auction
proceeding 43. Form of “to be”
8. Outer 45. Women
9. Parallelograms 47. Inspire with love
10. Uncomfortable feelings 48. Think Japanese ankle sock
11. Cross to form an X 49. Appears
12. Remove 50. Old World lizard
13. Some pages are dog- 52. The lead dancer: __ ballerina
18. Capital of Ukraine 53. Protein involved in motion
24. A citizen of Denmark 54. Rosalind Franklin biographer
26. Eighth month (abbr.) 57. Popular 1920s style art
28. Hindu queens 58. _ Blyton, children’s author
29. Acids structurally related to 59, Abnormal breathing
amino acids 63. A place to rest
30. Rider of Rohan in Tolkien
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Lumunaries to light up

Christmas Eve in Brookfield

BROOKFIELD — Since 2002, the town of Brookfield has
lit up the night on Christmas Eve with the beautiful tradi-
tion of luminaries lining the town common and Route 9,
and this year is no exception. The Brookfield Luminaries
Committee is gearing up to organize the placing of 1,700
luminaries around the Brookfield common, on Lincoln
Street, down Route 9, and part way down Route 148, up to
Lewis Field.

Setup this year will begin at noon with placing bags,
sand, and candles, and then we will begin lighting all the
candles. Everything should be completely done by 2:00 p.m.
Staging areas are 18 Common St. (Library Annex) and 15
River St. (Masuzzo & Rector household - they will have hot
chocolate available for volunteers during setup).

The Luminaries Memorial Board will again be available
for all to have posted on our board for Christmas Eve.
Donations may be sent to Friends of the Merrick Public
Library, PO Box 528, Brookfield, MA 01506 or dropped off
at the library.

Oakholm Farm will offer free hayrides at the Brookfield
Congregational Church, starting at 4:30 p.m. Brookfield
Congregational Church will be open from 4 p.m. for any-
one who wants to warm up, and will have hot chocolate
and cookies available for volunteers. Caroling will be per-
formed on the Common at 6:30 p.m., and an indoor service
will begin at 7 p.m. The church will be open after the ser-
vice for a time for hot chocolate and cookies. As in the past
a free-will donation basket will be out, and all proceeds will
help fund next year’s luminaries.

You can bring this tradition home with you, and help
fund this event, by purchasing your own luminaries for
display. Luminaries are for sale at the Brookfield Merrick
Public Library and Tip Top Country Store, and are $5 for a
set of six bags and six candles.

The Luminaries are funded by the Cultural Council, the
Friends of the Library, Brookfield Community Club, and
private donors. To donate, please mail to Friends of the
Merrick Public Library, PO Box 528, Brookfield, MA 01506

All new setup schedule!! Anyone is welcome to volunteer
at any stage of this simple yet beautiful tradition. Just
show up on the common any time after noon on Christmas
Eve (Dec. 24). We expect to be done by 2 p.m. Cleanup is
Christmas morning (Dec. 25) at 9 a.m.

In the event of inclement weather, a locally automated
call and other social media notifications will go out to the
community, and the rain/snow date will be New Year’s Eve
(Dec. 31).
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Books for Pinoys.
Foundation

REAL ESTATE

BROOKFIELD

$519,900, 31 Lake Rd, Quaboag Vly
Prop Mgmt LLC, to Sanders, Alanna.

$425,000, 9 Gay Rd, Berthiaume,
Blaise P, to Toomey, Bonnie, and
Toomey, Timothy J.

EAST BROOKFIELD

$515,000, 124 Haywood Dr, Davis,
Ronald J, and Davis, Martha L, to
Nichols, Corey, and Nichols, Amanda.

$430,000, 118 North St, Markopoulos,
Nicholas, to Pantuosco, Nicholas, and
Bruynell, Ellen.

$87,000, Oakland Dr, Smith, Janice G,
to Houghton, Michael A, and Gosselin,
Alexis E.

LEICESTER

$650,000, 97 Burncoat Ln, Benton,
Richard D, and Benton, Marcia D, to
Campion Jr, Thomas.

$637,500, 508 Pine St, Add Value LLC,
to Watson, Caleeta.

$500,000, 875 Stafford St, Berisha,
Linda, to Flanders, Terren, and
Locantore, Jesse.

$435,000, 17 Ferncroft Rd, Rydzewski
Paul Est, and Rydzewski, Michelle D,
to Diaz, Darshia F, and Diaz, Martha.

$382,000, 1505 Main St, Dudley, David
O, and Dudley, James A, to Tavares,
Sarah, and Tavares, Eric.

$330,000, 77 Charles St, Stiles,
Kimberly N, to Chorney, Scott, and
Dennis, Elizabeth.

$200,000, 105 Watson St, Bates Jane G
Est, and Laliberte, Heidi J, to Jyringi,
Cris A, and Jyringi, Donna M.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

$215,000, 6 Saint Claire Ave, Hilton
Jr, Archie E, and Hilton, Cheryl A, to
Heintz, Christine.

$10,000, 9 Old
West  Brookfield

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

 GUTTER CLEANINGS

Contact Daniel Truax

508-450-7472
gbmaintco.com

Chaffee,
to 123

SPENCER

$650,000, 12
Shore Dr, Dichiara,
Ralph A, to Stocks,
Glenna, and
Kennan, Lance.

$580,000, 21 Lake
Ave, Groleau,
David P, to Sjosten,
Bradley P, and
Sjosten, Maureen
R.
$520,000,
Sherwood

Gonzalez
Elizabeth A Est,

KERRI PETERSON
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and Checkoway,

Lisa M, to Sasseville, Tracy J.

$381,500, 19 Smithville Rd, Wagnac,
Florence, and Noel, Mathson, to
Mackay, Brandon, and Mackay, Kaitlin.

$219,800, 22 Cherry St, Porter, Darcey
A, and Kowalski, Robert C, to Cherry
Street Nt, and Peloquin, Matthew J.

$92,500, 10 Pauls Dr, Boulanger,
Nathan S, and Boulanger, Marcia L, to
Jahnke Construction LLC.

$12,500, Westland Dr, Koliss Frank A
Est, and Otoole, Patricia M, to Roche,
Michele.

WARREN

$455,000, 100 Cutler Rd, Rozzen,
Melissa A, and Merrill, Cynthia, to
Sjoblom, Matti.

$322,000, 7 High St, S Middlesex Non
Profit Hs, to Dasilva, Ronaldo.

$322,000, 733 Old West Warren Rd, S
Middlesex Non Profit Hs, to Dasilva,
Ronaldo.

$320,000, 185 Bemis Rd, Gonzalez,
Aimee L, and Gonzalez, Ruben G, to
Danso, Rachel B.

$300,000, 91 Quaboag St, Plaza-
Garcia, Jessica, to Smith, Patricia M.

WEST BROOKFIELD

None
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Recent rain may belp “critical” statewide drought

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Last Friday,
state and local officials
started a series of online
conferences to address
the current drought con-
ditions. Although our
region saw some rain
straddling that meeting,
the amount received
hasn’t done much more
than dent the drought in
place since August.

According to
mass.gov’s Drought
Management page, all of
Massachusetts but the
Cape and Islands was in a
Level 3 “critical” drought
as of Nov. 19.

“Over the past 30 days,
most of the state received
less than an inch of rain,
which is three to four
and a half inches below
normal,” it states. “Many
areas recorded their low-
est rainfall ever for this
time of the year. Since
August, when dry condi-
tions began, all regions
except the Cape and the
Islands have seen an
eight- to 11-inch rainfall
deficit.”

On federal drought
maps, that situation has

made the northeast one
of the driest parts of the
US despite not being hot.

“The onset has been
fast, it has moved fast,
and it has intensi-
fied fast,” Executive
Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs’
Vandana Rao told the
more than 400 people
who attended Friday’s
meeting. She said this
drought’s “particular-
ly unprecedented” pro-
gression “has reshaped
our thinking” of how
droughts develop and

affect the state.
Its most notable
impact has been in

brush and forest fires.
According to Department
of  Conservation and
Recreation Fire Marshal
Dave Celino, the total
number of 1,226 fires
for 2024 is about aver-
age, but the 4202 acres
burned is “historical,”
as is November’s total of
2,800-plus acres. He noted
November’s average for
number of fires is 20-21,
but we’ve seen 433 this
year.

“The numbers are
very impressive for us.

Bay Path
nurse educator
completes SIM

workshop

Shannen Sherman

WORCESTER — Bay
Path Practical Nursing
Academy full-time faculty
Shannen Sherman, BSN,
RN of Woodstock Valley,
Conn. recently completed
the workshop, Simulation
Facilitation
Training for Health
Educatorspresented by
the Massachusetts Rhode
Island League for Nursing
(MARILN) on Friday,
Nov. 8 at the UMass
Chan Medical School
Tan Chingfen Graduate
School of Nursing.

The goal of
the Simulation
Facilitation Training for
Health Educators work-
shop is “to provide fac-
ulty and educators with
succinct yet high quali-
ty training for faculty and
educators before facilitat-
ing simulation.”

From the MARILN
Web site, the presenter,
“Dr. Rose Kronziah-Seme
PhD, MSN, RN, CHSE is
an Assistant Professor of
Nursing and the direc-
tor of the Simulation
and Lab of the Graduate
Entry Pathway (GEP)
Program at the Tan
Chingfen Graduate
School of Nursing. Dr.
Kronziah-Seme received
a B.S. in Nursing from
Howard University and
an M.S.N and a Ph.D. in
Nursing Education from
Walden University. She
has been involved in
Nursing education and
simulation since 2009 as
a clinical instructor. She
trained by the Train the
Trainer program series
called Maryland Faculty
for Simulation Teaching
(NSP11) in 2013. She was
the simulation coordi-
nator from 2012 to 2018
at Montgomery College
and the co-chair of the
Simulation Committee.
Her dissertation topic
is ‘Faculty Competence

in Facilitating Clinical
Simulation,” a quantita-
tive study that she under-
took in Maryland. Shealso
served as a Simulation
Lab Support Facilitator,
for the Maryland Clinical
Simulation  Resource

Consortium. She is a
Certified Healthcare
Simulation  Educator.

She was a participant
of the National League
of Nursing Leadership
Development for
Simulation Educators
cohort of 2017. She was
an Assistant professor of
nursing at Fitchburg State
University where she led
simulation integration,
and faculty development
during the COVID 19 peri-
od. She helped faculty
find clinical simulation to
replace clinical. She also
led the conversion of the
Fitchburg State Student
Health Center to a Sim
Center in the Spring 2021.
As a director of the lab,
she has collaborated with
faculty and staff to meet
student learning needs.
She has presented on
Simulation locally and
internationally.”
Professor  Sherman
is an accomplished RN
leader experienced in
complex medical care
management, staff edu-
cation and development,
and collaborating with
multidisciplinary teams.
She completed her asso-
ciate of science degree in
nursing at Central Maine
Medical Center College
of Nursing and Health
Professions in 2013 and
her Bachelor of Science
in Nursing degree at
the University of Texas
at Arlington College of
Nursing in 2018. She is
expected to complete
her Master of Science in
Nursing degree in 2026
at the Southern New
Hampshire

We’ve never been here in
decades,” he said.

Later, he added, “these
fires are going to burn
deep, they’re going to
burn long” because of
how dry the conditions
are. That makes them
hard to fight, because
“we’ve had fires break
out of containment. ...
Every ember can cause
a fire to blow out on us.”

On average, Celino
said, the state is track-
ing “10 priority fires a
day” and had 21 active
fires on Thursday. But
he noted some of them
were receiving rain and/
or snow that would help
the effort to control them.

The largest fire was the
Butternut Fire in Great
Barrington, which had
burned 1388 acres and
had a two mile perimeter.
Its geography was partly
responsible - it started on
aridge, burned to the top
and then started burn-
ing down both sides. But
Celino noted Thursday’s
precipitation included
snow in that area, help-
ing to control it.

Besides fire, the
drought has had serious
effects on water, both in
terms of water bodies
and drinking supply in
some areas. Department
of Environmental
Protection’s Kathleen
Baskin said DEP’s water
withdrawal permits nor-
mally just limit “non-es-
sential” water uses from
May to September, but in
light of this drought, the
agency is going to look at
making that last all year.

The mass.gov drought
page has a fairly long list
of  “recommendations
for communities and
individuals living and
working within Level 3 —
Critical Drought Regions,
including those utiliz-
ing a private well.” For
households, those include
checking for water leaks
frequently, limiting
showers to five minutes
or less, stopping “all
non-essential water use,”
and only running dish-
washers and washing
machines full. For com-
munities, it encourages
keeping people informed
about drought condi-
tions, using “increasing-
ly stringent penalties” to
enforce restrictions, and
“strongly discourage or
prohibit” such washing
such things as driveways.

Among other things,
the list also warns people
to “refrain from outdoor
cooking and heating” and

Donations as of 11/22/2024

11/16/2024 |Barbara Bernard

“use caution with lawn-
mowers, leaf blowers,
all-terrain vehicles, and
other power equipment.”
Regarding conserva-
tion issues, Baskin said
certain parts of the
Wetlands Protection Act
and Rivers Act change
in declared droughts.
Specifically, land devel-
opers cannot use current
low- or no-flow conditions
in rivers and streams to
define them as “intermit-
tent,” nor can they base
buffer zone delineations
on them, among other
things. She urged com-
missions and others with
questions to contact DEP.
Generally, surface
water supplies are
still good, with the
MWRA-run reser-
voirs holding at
least five years’
worth, Rao said.
However, some
areas are seeing
groundwater con-
cerns. The most
recent state hydro-
logical report
(for October) list-
ed central Mass
as having the

litter, dead plants and
other ground material
being extremely dry.
Regarding health
issues, the Department
of Public Health is track-
ing air quality from
smoke, both due to local
fires and that drifting
from elsewhere in North
America. Meg Blanchett
said those most at risk
are people under age five
or over 65, pregnant peo-
ple, those who may not
speak English and don’t
get messages in their lan-
guages, those who work
and exercise outdoors,
and those with various
health concerns. Among
the ways to reduce risk

are to create a filtered
”clean air room” in
the house or to use N95
masks.

Dr Marissa Hauptman
said the agency has not
yet issued any health
alerts for the drought
itself, but did have “a lot
of extreme heat alerts”
this summer and a “wild-
fire smoke alert” on Oct.
29. Those went to about
43,000 recipients, includ-
ing hospitals and Boards
of Health.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept « Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

lowest median

streamflow value

of any region
statewide at just
4 percent, lake
levels of about 21
percent, three of
the region’s eight
monitoring wells
with water levels
below 30 percent
of normal, and
just 17 percent of
average precipi-
tation. By then,
our region was
already in Level 3
drought, and those
levels got worse
in November,
although the
monthly data

Town of North Brookfield

Highway Department is looking
for a Full-time Driver, Laborer,

Operator position

CDL required with HEO
required within 6 months.
Must be available for emergency calls days,
nights, weekends & holidays.

Applications are available at the
Highway Garage, 58 School St,

No. Brookfield (508)867-0213
Equal Opportunity Employer

wasn’t yet online

by deadline.
October’s report
is here: https://
WWW.mass.gov/
doc/2024-octo-
ber-hydrolog-
ic-conditions/
download.

Out in the
woods, those issue
manifest as trails
so dry as to be
dust or sand, most
smaller streams
and many wet-
lands being com-
pletely waterless,
major brooks
being very low,
lakes and ponds
having notably
low shorelines,
and all of the leaf

$50.00

11/16/2024 |Patricia & Raymond Lyons Jr.

$100.00

11/17/2024 |Audettes Towing & Recovery

$1,500.00

11/17/2024 |Jacqueline & Michael Befford

$150.00

11/18/2024 |5t. Joseph's Abbey

$350.00

11/18/2024 |Kevin Grace

$100.00

11/18/2024 |Kevin & Donna Lanagan

$500.00

11/19/2024  [Susan Anderson

$50.00

11/19/2024 |Paul & Nancy Lavallee

$100.00

11/20/2024 |Anonymous

$100.00

11/21/2024  |William & Annette Welch

$200.00

11/21/2024 |Tara Smith

$50.00

Monetary Donations may be sent to: Spencer Toys for Kids, P.O. Box 186,

Spencer, MA 01562

New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off at: Spencer Fire Dept, Cornerstone
Bank (Spencer office), ERA Key Realty Services (4158 Main St). If you would
like to sponsor a child, please contact Donna at donnaflannery@erakey.net or
call 508-885-6336. If you are in need of assistance, applications can be picked
up at: Spencer Post Office, Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry, Town clerk's
office in the town hall, or ERA Key Realty Services (outside mailbox). You can
see updates on Facebook at Spencer Toys for Kids.

For Legal
Advertising
Information

Call
508-909-4127
email:
legals@
stonebridge
press.news

University.
Professor
Sherman
is a Board-
Certified
Holistic
Health
Counselor
and a Reiki
Master/
Teacher.
She is com-
mitted to
promoting
optimal
health and
improving
quality of g
life. L%,

DURKIN & SONS

www.durkintrucking.com
Spencer
508-885-4499

Co.

Trash
Removal

Weekly
so=% Pickups
Cleanouts

Location: Christ Church
Routes 44 & 169 « Pomfret, CT

- 1 Mile South of The Vanilla Bean Cafe -

Christchurchpomfret.org « 860.315.7780

December 7th, 10am-Tpm

(Snow Date: Saturday, December 14th)

Luncheon Served 11:00 am- 1:00 pm
Pick up Online Silent Auction winnings

GREAT GIFTS FOR ALL!
Holiday Crafts, Plants, Wreaths,
Bottle Board, Cookies, Cheese, Chocolate,

Vintage Jewelry, Toys, “Give It Again” Items
& More

WASTE SERVICE —
Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA

Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses - Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

Fully Insured

BMERICEN
BFRESS
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National Guard commander helps
LMS students honor veterans

Courtesy

Brigadier General Mark Kalin, the Commander of the Massachusetts Army National Guard
(pictured second from right), attends an LMS presentation.

"

-

Local veterans, family members, and students

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER — Students and staff
members at Leicester Middle School
were honored to host Brigadier General
Mark Kalin, the Commander of the
Massachusetts Army National Guard,
during a ceremony this month.

The Nov. 11 program celebrated all
veterans who served their country. LMS
Principal Douglas Daponde, Jr., and his
team were honored to welcome Kalin
for a special presentation to students.

“I'have the immense privilege to serve
as the Commander of the nearly 6,000
men and women of the Massachusetts

MARINIE
— 7

TOPS b Interiors ° COVCI' S
Marc Bouvier 508-867-8072

attend the program.

Army National Guard,” Kalin stated.
“Last month, I was in Iraq visiting the
soldiers of the 181st Infantry, headquar-
tered right down the road in Worcester.”

Kalin was honored to join school offi-
cials and students in thanking all vet-
erans.

“On Veterans Day, we honor the men
and women who currently serve and
have served honorably in the past—
those who have sworn an oath to protect
and defend the freedoms and liberties
we enjoy as American citizens,” Kalin
added. “These freedoms and liberties
were bought and paid for by the sacri-
fices of our veterans.”

AT

[

Brigadier General Mark Kalin addresses guests.

Kalin also took time to acknowledge
the challenges countless veterans face
after returning home.

“Veterans have left the comfort
of their homes and families to face
unknown dangers. They have missed
birthdays, holidays, graduations,
births, deaths, meaningful events, and
precious moments with their loved
ones,” Kalin said. “Others have paid
with their health and wellbeing, bear-
ing physical and emotional scars that
may never fully heal.”

Officials also thanked all local veter-
ans for their service, including family
members and neighbors of students
and staff.

“Veterans are near you every day,
even if you don’t realize it,” Kalin

0110

—_—
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CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS . |

No job too emalll g% | v

House Clean Outs * Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics
Whole Houses * Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal
Qorving Central Magg
Call Ckip Gervaic

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

~Homemaker
ecleaning eerrands ecooking

~companion
ofriendly visits enewsreader

ephone reassurance

~Small business admin
edocument clerk ephone visit reception
eyour project

EDI TASK SERVICES
4 7 4 Town Cert #P-737

Call Wendy at
508-867-7871

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

R. Barnes & Sons
Sanitation

* Cesspool Pumping
e Title V Certification
* Portable Toilet Rentals
e Reasonable rates

508-867-3063
508-867-8993
~ O O & (

TREE SERVICE

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References

¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal
o Stump Grinding

¢ Bohcat Rental

¢ Lot Clearing A
o Storm Clean-up 11
¢ Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min
e Astroturf For Sale

e Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175
e = ~= [ 8

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

John H. Young, Jr

Fully Insured 508.885.TREE

Free Estimates BBB  1.800.660.5358

added. “They can be principals, teach-
ers, counselors, janitors, firefighters,
police officers, maintenance workers,
grocery store clerks, your parents, your
grandparents, uncles and aunts, and so
on. Today, as we enjoy the blessings of
liberty, let’s take a moment to reflect on
the true cost of freedom and celebrate
our veterans and their families.”

LMS band students also played a
major role in the ceremony. Students
were honored to help celebrate veter-
ans.

“I felt great performing for the people
that worked hard to fight for their coun-
try,” said Emily Hipple, a seventh-grade
trumpet player who performed “Taps”
during the program. “Being a veter-
an’s daughter, I felt as if it was a nat-
ural thing to do. Playing ‘Taps’ was
nerve-wracking, but knowing I'm doing
it for the people that deserve it helped
me stay calm.”

Added Shelby Grant, a seventh-grade
trombone player, “It was such an honor
to perform at the Veterans Day assem-
bly. I personally feel that we, as a full
band, honored all of the veterans that
served. Playing for them, I felt that we
showed our appreciation for all vet-
erans that were there and some that
couldn’t make it.”

Angelina Faulkner, a seventh-grade
percussionist, also enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to perform for veterans and their
family members. Meanwhile, eighth-
grade percussionist Lily Schimke was
thrilled to listen to the program’s speak-
ers and learn about those who served.

“Having so many guest speakers was
amazing and so inspiring to me. I hope
to be able to play for these incredible
people again sometime in the future,”
Schimke said.

LMS sixth-grader Anna Derrick is
thanked for speaking about the history
of “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

Officials thank Kalin and all veterans
for their involvement in the program.

ot Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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Add exotic long-last-
ing orchid blossoms to
your indoor garden.
These living bouquets
provide months of
beauty with minimal
care. Just provide the
proper growing con-
ditions and success is
sure to follow.

The moth or pha-
laenopsis orchid is the
one best adapted to your
home environment, mak-
ing it the easiest to grow.
It thrives in the same tem-
peratures as people with
night temperatures in the
60s and 70 to 80 degrees
during the day. However,
avoid hot and cold air
drafts that can stress the
plants and cause bud and
flower drop.

Moth orchids are epi-
phytes, growing on but
not parasitizing trees and
other plants. They obtain
water and nutrients from
the air, rainwater, and
plant debris that accumu-
late in their environment.
They can be mounted on
a board but usually are
grown in an orchid mix
made of peat, fir bark,
and perlite. This or a sim-
ilar combination retains
water while providing
needed drainage.

Place your plant in a
bright location near an
east-, west- or slightly
shaded south-facing win-

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

dow. Your orchid will do
best when it receives 12 to
14 hours of sunlight daily:.
Enlist the help of artifi-
cial lights if your orchids
are struggling when
natural light, especially
during winter, is insuf-
ficient. Newer full-spec-
trum LED lights are
more affordable, require
less energy, and are lon-
ger lasting than the grow
lights of the past.

Give your orchid a
good watering about once
a week with room tem-
perature water just as the
planting mix starts to dry.
Pour off any excess water
that collects in the saucer.
Don’t allow orchids to sit
in water and don’t water
too often as this can lead
to root rot and death of
your plant.

Fertilize actively
growing and flowering
plants every third or
fourth watering. Use an
orchid plant fertilizer
according to label direc-
tions. Skip winter fertil-

ization if temperatures
are cooler, sunlight is
limited, and the plants
are not putting on new
growth.

Improve the envi-
ronment even more by
increasing the humid-
ity around the plant.
Group them with other
orchids and indoor
plants. As one plant

loses moisture, or “tran-
spires,” the others will
benefit from the increase
in humidity. Plus, you’ll
create a beautiful dis-
play while improving the
growing conditions.

Or increase the humid-
ity around your plants
with humidity or gravel
trays. Place pebbles in the
saucer and set the pot on
top of the pebbles. Allow
excess water to collect in
the pebbles below the pot.
As the water evaporates
it increases the humidity
around your plant. It also
eliminates the need to
pour off the excess water
that collects in the saucer.

You won’t need to repot
your orchid for quite a
while. Wait to repot it
until it is done bloom-
ing, the potting mix has
broken down or the plant
becomes pot bound. This
is usually about every 18
to 24 months.

Enjoy a second flush of

Growing moth orchids for months of beauty

Melinda Myers

The moth orchid also known as phalaenopsis orchid provides months of exotic blossoms with

minimal care.

flowers with cool nights
and proper post-flow-
ering care. Leave the
flower stem intact and
the plant may produce
a second flush of small-
er blooms at the tip of
the stem. Or you can cut
the flower stem back
between the second and
third node from the bot-
tom. For the best rebloom
and to allow the plant to
replenish energy spent
on flowering, prune the
flower stem back to about

leaves and enjoy a second
flush of flowers in about
a year.

And if reblooming your
orchid is too much work,
treat it like a long-last-
ing bouquet. And if you
can’t stand to toss or com-
post it, give it to an avid
gardener. There’s always
someone willing to adopt
and try to rebloom your
plant.

Melinda Myers has
written over 20 gar-

ing Midwest Gardener’s
Handbook, 2nd
Edition and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to
Grow Anything” instant
video and DVD series and
the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program.
Myers is a columnist
and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

one-half inch above the

dening books,

includ-

kEASsT BROOKFIELD PUBLIC LLIBRARY

122 Connie Mack Dr.

Library Hours
Monday 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Tuesday 9a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday 9a.m.-5p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-1

Library Winter Events

Teen Volunteer Program

Interested in volunteering with us?
We’'d love to have you! Let us know
when you are available. For ages 12 and

Sponsor an Author

Do you have a favorite author? Hate
being on the waitlist to check out their
newest book? Our “Sponsor an Author”
program is for you! Sponsoring the
newest book guarantees that you will
receive the book first as soon as we get
it in. Your price is what the library pays.

See Carolann for details!
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Friends of the Library

Want to help the library but don’t
know how? Join the Friend’s Group! We
are rebuilding our group and we will
meet on Thursday, February 6th at 11:30

HHAH R R R R R R R
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Maker Space and Library of Things

Come visit our Maker Space area
and Library Things, there you will find
cake pans, charcuterie boards, platters,
small specialty appliances, tools, button
maker and so much more. We are 1look-
ing for items to add to our Library of
Things and Maker Space, tools, small
kitchen appliances, gardening supplies,
baby monitor, DVD player, let us know
what you have and we will let you know

3 3 VaVaYaYaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVAVAVAVAVAN
if we can use it.
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Mitten tree

The library will once again collect
new mittens, hats, gloves and scarfs,
along with non-perishable food and per-
sonal items. Please bring new, unex-
pired items to the library during our
regular hours. Personal items can
include items such as shampoo, tooth-
paste, toothbrushes, soap, laundry
detergent, toilet paper, diapers, wipes,
deodorant, barrettes, hair ties, socks,
reusable plastic containers for food, alu-
minum foil, plastic wrap, trash bags,
dish soap, and more.

The collected items will be distribut-
ed to local families and individuals in
need.

A Visit from Santa

Santa will pay a visit to the library on
his way to the North Pole on Thursday,
December 19th at 10:30am. Please drop
by and have a picture taken with your
own camera. Well behaved Pets are
welcomed.

Teddy Mountain Stuff your own Bear
Come to the library any day, Starting
Saturday, November 23rd and pick up
your stuff your own bear/animal. The
kit including stuffing, animal skin and
house are $12.00, a portion of the pro-
ceeds will go to our playground fund.

cash or checks only

Holiday Movie

Monday, December 23rd at 11:30

Charlie Brown and Frosty will be
viewed.

All are welcome, bring a snack if you
would like!

Story-Friends Game Day

Tuesday, February 18th at 10:30

Come play games, color and make a
craft project.

Open to ages 12 months to 7 years old.
Parents or guardians need to remain
with the child.

Story-time

Children ages 6 months to 6 years
play games, listen to stories, and create
art projects to take home. Thursday at
10:30, caregivers are required to stay
with the child.

One adult caregiver is required for
every 2 children.

Knitting Group

Adult Knitting Group meets on
Thursdays at 12:30. All skill levels are
welcome! Bring a current project or
check out our many pattern books for
inspiration.

HHBHBHBHBHBHBHBHBHB AR AR

Library Book Talk Group

Meets the first Tuesday of every
month, at 11:00. Stop by the library and
pick up the book in advance. Patrons
are welcome to pick up the book even if
they are not attending the discussion.

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %
% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %
% % % % % % % %

Pokémon Go Club

Meets every Monday, 4pm, players
must have their own device to play on.
All children and adults are welcome.
Children under 12 years old must be
accompanied by an adult.

Drop in Craft

Every Monday in the children’s room
there is a self-directed craft project.
Craft projects may have small parts.

Familg Dining & Gitt Guide

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Children under 12 years old must be
accompanied by an adult, with one
adult for every 2 children.

This project is available as long as the
supplies are available.

* * *

Technology Tuesday!

Need help with technology? We're
here for you! We can teach you how to
do things like use the library catalog
to look for books and materials, place
holds, add Libby to your

e-reader or phone, and generally make
the most out of the online resources we
have available for you! We can also help
with non-library related things like set-
ting up an

e-mail account. Note: If you would
like help specific to your device, please
bring it along.

Homework Help

Staff members will be available to
assist children with homework ques-
tions. This is NOT a tutoring session;
this program is designed for children
to ask for help on a specific question.
Mondays, at 5:30-6:30, children under
the age of 12 must have a parent or
guardian remain with them.

KA

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.
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Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 12/31/24

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH ~  10am-tpm
All You Can Eat $21.95  (plustax & gratuity)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

CHARLIE'S

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

FRIDAY 11/29 & SATURDAY 11/30

LOBSTER
MAC AND CHEESE

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Gift
Cards

508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

Amazing
Stuffed

Crepes
Everyday!

Breakfast & Lunch ¢« BREAKFAST ALL DAY
Daily Specials * Homemade Soups

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS

Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed: Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs:  Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri: Fish and Chips
31 Pleasant St., Spencer, MA
508.885.7705 e

Open 7 Days * 6:00am-2:00pm = =

Breakfast All Day

Lunch
ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

15 S. Main St., Leicester o 508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & TAVERN
260 West Main Street, \X/est Brookfield, MA 01585

Comeonin
for a delicious
meal!

¥

14
tlmnl?IJY

TS ==

from our Family to yours!

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com Ei (508)867-2345
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8

G:ft Certificates
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25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
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www.StonebridgePress.com
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BRENDAN BERUBE
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EDITORIAL

Rediscovering

the lost art of

handwritten
recpes

In an era of digital convenience
and instant gratification, some of
life’s most cherished traditions are
quietly slipping away. Among these,
the art of handwritten recipes.
These are a tangible connection to
the flavors of our past, the love of
our grandmothers, and the warmth
of family gatherings. In a world dom-
inated by cooking apps and online
recipe repositories, the simple act
of putting pen to paper to share culi-
nary secrets seems almost archaic.
Yet, it’s precisely this nostalgia and
intimacy that make handwritten rec-
ipes a lost art worth preserving.

Handwritten recipes are more than
just alist of ingredients and instruc-
tions; they are pieces of culinary
history, infused with the personality
and heritage of those who penned
them. Each smudged, stained, and
dog-eared card or piece of paper tells
a story, a tale of generations passing
down family traditions, the evolu-
tion of tastes and preferences, and
the love and care that goes into cre-
ating a homemade meal.

The act of writing out a recipe
by hand is an act of devotion. It’s
a moment where the cook imparts
their wisdom, tips, and variations
to the next in line. The penman-
ship, the flourishes, and the personal
notes (“This one’s always a hit at
family gatherings!”) add a layer of
character that cannot be replicated
by sterile digital text.

One of the most remarkable
aspects of handwrit- ten recipes
is their adaptability They are not
bound by the limitations of stan-
dardized formats and measurements.
Instead, they encourage creativity
and experimentation. A pinch of
this, a handful of that, and a dash
of love, these imprecise yet heartfelt
instructions allow each generation
to put their own spin on the family
classics, ensuring that the recipes
remain dynamic and relevant.

In an age where convenience often
trumps sentimentality, it’s easy to
overlook the value of pre- serving
handwritten recipes. But as we flip
through fading recipe cards and
rediscover the treasures hid- den
in old recipe boxes, we are remind-
ed that these handwritten culi-
nary heirlooms are more than just
instructions; they are a link to our
past, a source of inspiration, and
hold tradition.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

ON AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Every Christian must stand firm
against the opposition

To the Editor:

I am sharing with you an article a
family member shared with the public
on Facebook:

“Before the relieving news this
morning, my husband and I were
reflecting on a pressing concern that
I believe every Christian conservative
must confront. We cannot allow fear to
silence us or prevent us from sharing
the hope that dwells in the depths of
our soul. As children of God, we hold
strong and holy convictions, and it is
our duty to stand firm in our faith.

We are not garbage, despite what
they may say.

We are not uneducated, despite their
claims.

We are not unintelligent, regardless
of their accusations.

We are not racists or bigots simply
because they choose to label us as
such.

We are God’s people — those who

believe that our Heavenly Father
knew and loved us even in our moth-
er’s womb. We believe life is precious,
and that every breath is to be lived for
the glory of God.

If standing firm in our faith means
losing friends, loved ones, jobs, or even
in the very shirts on our backs, so
be it. Never deny God in front of the
world. Have confidence in the Lord
Almighty, and stand unwavering in
His truth. Above all else, pray without
ceasing. The battle may be over, but
the war has merely begun.

For regardless of who may reign in
earthly power, our King of Kings and
Lord of Lords reign forevermore!”

Fall for Jesus. He will never leave
you.

Dwell in peace!

RoLAND BLATS
BROOKFIELD

Trump 2024

To the Editor:

As sung by the Late Tom Petty, “The
waiting is the hardest part.” The wait
is over, and the American people have
loudly proclaimed, “We want Trump!”
winning both the electoral college and
the popular vote in what can only be
hailed as the election of the century.
My personal belief is that the popular
vote is of little consequence, but the
libs bring it up so often I felt it needed
to be mentioned at least once.

After being installed as the
Democrats’ presidential candidate,
Kamala tanked her campaign in a
fashion that gave the Titanic a glim-
mer of hope that it could, once again,
be buoyant. When asked if she would
have done anything different than
Biden, instead of creating some dis-
tance between her and the former vice
president, she replied, “I can’t think
of anything I would have done differ-
ently” Her inability to answer even
the most basic of questions was not
lost on the voters. At lease, that might
explain the fact that 15 to 20 million
fewer Democrat votes in this election
than there were in 2020. It couldn’t

be that those votes in the 2020 race
were... fraudulent.

In 2019, I went to bed with guarded
optimism as I watched the results
trend towards another Trump victo-
ry. However, in what can only be a
peculiar series of coincidences, the
perfect number of votes were found in
the dead of night to help the former
vice president overtake Trump and
claim victory. This year, I stayed up
until I was sure, Trumps’ Victory was
certain.

It’ll be amusing to see what the local
libs have to say about this election.
I can’t wait to read the mental gym-
nastics needed to explain the abject
failure of the Harris/Walz assault on
America. For those of us with our
eyes wide open, the results are a clear
indication that an overwhelming
majority of Americans reject what
the left were offering.

God Bless America, and God Bless
Donald J. Trump!

MATHEW HERHOLZ
SPENCER

Massachusetts is turning into a Marxist state!

To the Editor:

As a lifelong resident of
Massachusetts, it disgusts and angers
me to watch our State be destroyed by
the Democrat Party! Maura Healey,
who calls herself Governor, is tell-
ing MSNBC that she will not com-
ply with ICE Deportations of Illegal
Aliens once President Trump is back
in the White House! She states that
it’s her job to protect the residents of
Massachusetts! Really? By residents,
she is referring to the illegals! The
people who have broken the law to
get into our country and receive thou-
sands of free money, housing, food,
healthcare-you name it! While the
legal taxpayers of Massachusetts foot
the bill for the billions of dollars spent
on these people. Under her regime,
Americans have been told to leave
their apartments so illegals can move
in. This includes our veterans! Just

in the past week, ICE and local police
have arrested several Illegals for
drugs, MS-13 gang members and the
rape of children! Healey’s response,
“these things happen.”

If Healey and Mayor Wu refuse to
comply, Tom Homan, our new Border
Czar, said that President Trump will
use the Alien Act of 1798. This Act can
be used to end sanctuary cities which
limit cooperation with federal immi-
gration authorities. This Act allows
the President to detain, relocate or
deport illegal citizens. I'm hoping Ms.
Healey will be arrested for aiding and
abetting illegals and putting the legal
citizens of Massachusetts in harm’s
way!

LiNDA BUCKLEY
LEICESTER

Buying and selling at auction

Auctions had an
inauspicious start when
brides were first auc-
tioned in Greece back in
500 BC. Thankfully, that
practice ended, and auc-
tions have evolved into
a tried-and-true method
for selling everything
from diamond rings to
factory buildings. T'll

focus on antiques, col-
lectibles, and estate auc-
tions in today’s column.

There are many rea-
sons why people sell
items at auction. One of
the top reasons is that
competitive bidding is
an effective way to get
fair market value for
items. Auctions help a

consignor do their due
diligence if they have a
financial obligation to
an estate or trust.

For the types of auc-
tions that we run, we’re
typically contacted by
estate personal repre-
sentatives or attorneys.

Tun To ANTIQUES page A11

Which IRA
is right for

you?

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

The individual retirement account
(IRA) is celebrating its golden anni-
versary. Created in 1974, this savings
vehicle has helped millions of people
build resources for retirement. And in
1997, the Roth IRA was introduced. But
which IRA is right for you?

Let’s look at the basic differences
between the two IRAs. With a tradition-
al IRA, you generally invest pretax dol-
lars, so the more you put in, the lower
your taxable income. Your earnings
grow tax deferred, meaning you pay
no taxes on them until you start taking
withdrawals. (If you take withdrawals
before you reach 59 and a half, you’ll be
subject to ordinary income tax and a 10
percent IRA penalty.)

When you invest in a Roth IRA, your
contributions aren’t deductible, but
they can be withdrawn at any time, tax-
and penalty-free. And you can typically
withdraw your earnings on these con-
tributions tax free once you’re 59 and
a half and you’ve had your account at
least five years. (If you don’t meet these
conditions, withdrawals of earnings
are subject to income taxes and the 10
percent penalty.)

So, are you better off by taking the
immediate tax break offered by a tra-
ditional IRA or the long-term benefits
of tax-free withdrawals available with
a Roth IRA?

If you think you’ll be in a higher tax
bracket when you retire, you might
want to consider a Roth IRA, especially
if you have a long time until retirement.
This will give you more opportunities to
put away funds that can be withdrawn
tax free. Conversely, if you think you
might be in a lower tax bracket upon
retirement, you might lean toward a
traditional IRA, as you’d get the tax
benefits now, when you’re in a higher
bracket, and can eventually make your
taxable withdrawals when you're in a
lower one.

Here’s something else to keep in mind:
Once you turn 73 (or 75 if you were born
in 1960 or later), you must start tak-
ing taxable withdrawals — technically
called required minimum distributions,
or RMDs — from your traditional IRA.
But if you have a Roth IRA, you won’t
face RMDs and can essentially keep
the money in your account indefinitely:
If you don’t need all the funds in your
Roth IRA for your retirement, you can
pass them on to your heirs.

Ultimately, though, your income may
determine which IRA is right for you.
You can earn any amount and contrib-
ute to a traditional IRA, though if you
exceed certain income limits, your con-
tributions may no longer be tax deduct-
ible. If you and your spouse don’t have a
401(k) or other retirement plan through
your employers, you can make a full,
deductible contribution to a traditional
IRA regardless of your income.

But you may not be able to contribute
to a Roth IRA, or at least not make the
full maximum annual contributions,
if your income is above certain levels.
Your tax advisor can explain these lev-
els, which often increase from year to
year. (In 2024, the most you can contrib-
ute to either IRA, depending on your
income, is $7,000 per year, or $8,000 if
you’re 50 or older.)

Under some circumstances, you can
convert a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA,
though you’ll need to pay taxes on the
conversion. In any case, think carefully
about your options and make the choic-
es that are appropriate for your needs.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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Choosing a Holiday Tree

Now that Thanksgiving is_in th
mirror, many people are
getting a head start on
Christmas this year, and
that means putting up the
holiday tree. When it comes
to choosing a trim worthy
tree, for many the choice is
steeped in tradition, for oth-
ers, the question becomes
whether to pick a fresh or
artificial one. When deter-
mining which Christmas tree to choose,
many factors come into play. Read on for
some interesting information, as well as
our annual guide to choosing a fresh tree.

*%

Undecided on a real or artificial tree
this year? The American Christmas Tree
Association offers the following facts that
could help you decide:

Allergies: If allergies are preventing
you from going with a fresh tree, you
should know the burst of warm weather
in April and May triggers the reproduc-
tion cycle in many plant species, including
tree species commonly used as Christmas
trees. But by late November and early
December, when such trees are harvested,
pollen production has long since ceased.
This means that most people with pollen
allergies will not be bothered by real trees,
except for those are sensitive enough to be
bothered by trace amounts.

However, if you find yourself sneez-
ing, or with an itchy nose or asthma
symptoms when you bring in a fresh
tree, According to the American Academy
of Allergy Asthma and Immunology, you
are likely allergic to mold spores in the
tree, not the tree itself. The AAAAT advis-
es to let it dry for a week in your garage
or enclosed porch and then shake it thor-
oughly before bringing it inside. Try
using a leaf blower on the tree outside
to help rid it of unwelcome particles. A
high-performance air purifier in the same
room as the Christmas tree can also help
keep mold spores in check.

Or, if you’re more ambitious, the best
way to deal with any dust, molds and fungi
lingering in a fresh tree is by cleaning the
tree before you bring it into your home.
Use your garden hose to spray down the
tree, and then leave the tree somewhere
warm to dry for about 24 hours. Once it’s
dry, then you can bring it into your home.
Again, as an added precaution, you can
try running an air purifier in the room
where the tree is located.

Additionally, there is a very small per-
centage of the population that is allergic

to tree sap. In this case, the

TAKE only real solution is to
only purchase artificial
THE trees for your home, and
avoid close proximity to

HINT  real Christmas trees.

*%

KAREN Environmental
TRAINOR  Impact: If you’re leaning

toward an artificial tree,
but concerned about the
environmental impact of
artificial trees, note this: Several years
ago, PE International, a consulting com-
pany that studies environmental sustain-
ability in numerous industries, did an
analysis of the environmental impact
of artificial Christmas trees, versus real
trees. The study found that, depending on
how a real tree is disposed of, an artificial
tree would only have to be used for 3.6 to 4
years before there was a net benefit with
regard to contribution to global warming.
This means that if a household uses an
artificial tree for at least 4 years, its car-
bon footprint (with regard to Christmas
trees) will be smaller than that of a house-
hold that purchases a real tree every year.

In addition, the study found that with
both real and artificial trees, no matter
how they were ultimately disposed of,
Christmas trees accounted for less than
0.1% of the average person’s annual car-
bon footprint. This means that the envi-
ronmental impact is negligible, and can
easily be offset by other lifestyle chang-
es, such as driving less, recycling more
regularly, purchasing items that use less
packaging, etc.

*%

If a fresh cut tree is impractical, an
artificial tree can be a good investment - if
you choose wisely. Did you know a well
made artificial tree can last a decade or
more? Choose trees with many branch
tips and multiple needles, thus creating a
“fullness” that rivals the real deal. Look
for easy to set up models with hinged
branches for quick and easy set up. High
end trees often come equipped with an
abundance of lights. Make sure the tree
stand is sturdy enough to hold a tree
laden with heavy ornament and garlands.
Lastly, consider a tree that can easily
refold into a box or bag, for hassle free
storage.

*%

Read on for our annual guide to choos-
ing a real tree:

Selecting a Christmas tree is a fun fam-
ily tradition, but getting caught up in the
festivities, one can overlook the require-

ments of a successful pick. The first thing
to remember is in a lot or on a farm, a tree
can look much smaller than it will in your
home. Rule number one is to always bring
a tape measure to ensure a proper fit.

%%

When choosing a freshly cut evergreen,
look for nice, even coloring throughout
the tree with no signs of browning. Also,
beware of brittle branches, which are
another sign of an old tree that may not
last the season in a heated home. Look for
flexibility in a bough.

*%

To test freshness, pick a needle and
bend it. A fresh fir needle will snap; a
fresh pine needle will bend, but not break.
The old “shake tip” really reveals a tree’s
freshness. Simply shake from the trunk,
or wave a bough and observe how many
needles fall off. If it is more than several,
keep looking.

*%

Live trees balled with the root and
wrapped in burlap or containers (a.k.a.
balled and bagged trees) are a great choice
if you plan on planting the tree after the
holidays. The most important consider-
ation with a balled and bagged tree is to
make sure the tree species can thrive in
your climate zone.

*%

Once you’'ve chosen a holiday tree,
it’s necessary to prep it for inside enjoy-
ment. If you’re using a cut tree, when
you get home make a fresh cut at the
base. This will help the tree better take up
water. It pays to keep in mind that a prop-
erly watered tree will keep about a month
inside. Be sure to keep the water level
above the base of the tree. To prevent fall-
en needles, add one of these to the base:
three tablespoons glycerin; three table-
spoons sugar, or a few crushed aspirin.

%%

And after Christmas is over, the hol-
iday tree will need to be properly dis-
posed of. Check your city or town trans-
fer stations for recycling options. Many
municipalities recycle trees and grind
them into mulch that is repurposed
back into the community as such.
Visit RecycleYourChristmasTree.com for
more recycling options.

*k

Treepreservativesarepricey. Mixupthis
homemade potion for pennies: Combine
one quart of fresh warm water, a half cup
of light corn syrup, and a teaspoon of lig-
uid chlorine bleach in a two-gallon bucket.
Fill the water reservoir with this solution.
How does it work? This mixture helps
keep trees moist because fresh-cut trees,

which absorb and digest corn syrup as
an energy source, don’t have to waste
as much energy converting stored sugar.
Therefore, they can focus on staying green
and beautiful!

*%

*Want your fresh tree to last longer?
The lower the temperature and the higher
the humidity, the longer your tree will
last.

*Placement is also important. Avoid
setting up a tree near a heat source or in
front of a window that gets direct sun.

*Did you know? A freshly-cut tree can
consume a gallon of water in 24 hours!

*Want to avoid a trail of fallen needles
to the back door? Before you set up your
tree, place a tree disposal bag around the
base of the trunk prior to placing it in the
stand. At the end of the season, simply
pull the bag up over the entire tree.

*Check with your local transfer station
or recycling center to find out if they offer
a tree pick up.

*Going artificial this year? You can still
mimic the fresh scent of balsam, simply
by sprinkling your carpets with a pine
scented carpet freshener before vacuum-
ing. Since smell is the most potent of our
senses, visitors to a house that smells like
the holidays will feel doubly welcomed!

*%

Win a Three Course Dinner for Two at
the Publick House

Your tips can win you a great dinner for
two at the historic Publick House Historic
Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint
to be entered into a random drawing. One
winner per month (or whenever I receive
enough tips for a column) will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the
renowned restaurant, located on Route
131 across the town common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm in the business
of dispensing tips, not inventing them
(although I can take credit for some),
I'm counting on you readers out there to
share your best helpful hints!

*%

Do you have a helpful hint or handy tip
that has worked for you? Do you have a
question regarding household or garden
matters? If so, why not share them with
readers of Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers? Send questions and/or hints to: Take
the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge Evening
News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or E-mail KDRR@aol.com. Hints are
entered into a drawing for dinner for two
at the historic Publick House Inn.

Community
Connection

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\orin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ [E3tE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

508-248.9797 | TOPane
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MeERRGL Tanks Filled

PROPANE

PRICE PER GAL - PROPANE

(025 s $5.70 300-500..........000e $25  to 80%
B0-75 v $ $2.40 )

g T — $3.05 Duel Fuel....cooee $3.75 _Drlve_r
150-300........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eThursday price 11/21/24 was 32.99 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

#“Gall Us First!”

*prices subject to change

e

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Guts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

Find Us on Social Media F1®

ORTHEAS oy isOig

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997

Open 7 Days a Week ¢ We Deliver
NOVEMBER SPECIALS

Meatball
Pizza

Sm. $6.99
Lg. $9.99

Make it a Ballpark, sautéed
0nion, peppers, cheese,
mustard - $1.00 more

Sausage
Sub

Sm. §” §5.99
Lg. 12" $6.99

Cannot he combined
with other specials or coupons.

Smali
Cheese Pizza
EVERYDAY 11-4

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333

Leicester
1205 Main St.
508-892-9276

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~
www.northeastpizza.com

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.
508-867-9567
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Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy participates
in Shepberd Hill’s Festival of Crafts

DUDLEY — The
32nd Annual Shepherd Hill’'s Festival
of Crafts was held at the Shepherd Hill
Regional High School. A member of the
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy
Class of 2025, faculty and alumni partic-
ipated along with New England Crafters
and Artisans with top-quality hand-
crafted items, raffles, and food trucks.
The Bay Path Practical Nursing team
was led by Professor Adelina Healy
DNP, MSN, RN of Dudley. The Practical
Nursing volunteers offered free Blood
pressure screenings and first aid ser-

vices. This year’s practical nursing stu-
dent volunteer was Loise Ngigi of South
Grafton and alumni volunteers were
John Martin Wanjiru, LPN and Hannah
Lombardo, RN of Dudley.

“We are grateful that Bay Path
Practical Nursing Academy has been
invited and continues to allow our prac-
tical nursing students to be of service
to the community,” stated Gretheline
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN
Academy Director at Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy.

Professor Suzanne Taylor, MSN, RN,

* Bedrooms

* Living Rooms

* Recliners

* Occasional Pieces

* Sealy Mattresses

AGH FRIL

Red Hot Prices.:"

Limited Time Only
Special Savings On

* Entertainment Centers

0% INTEREST
FOR I
FULL YEAR!

sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE « 508-234-8777
FREE LAYAWAY « FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5
0% INTEREST FOR ONE FULL YEAR

It’s Not Too Late
to Enroll in a

Mass Advantage
Medicare Plan |

Call Us:

(844) 513-0529 (TTY:711)

originally invited Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy and coordinated the
practical nursing student’s participa-
tion. The past two years, the invitation
came from Chet Perea-Beaulieu.

“Great day at Shepherd Hill today! It
is a wonderful learning opportunity,”
said Dr. Healy. “T am glad to be joining
Shepherd Hill’s Festival.”

When the opportunity came, Dr. Healy
did not hesitate to say, “count me in!”

Student volunteer Ngigi stated,

“Thank you for the opportunity. It was
a wonderful experience, and Dr. Healy
was amazing!” Wanjiru who stayed
until 4 p.m. committed to volunteering
weeks in advance and at the day of

. i .: .' S

the fair was glad to arrive on time, and
happy to report, “everything is fine, and
so far, so good!”

The Shepherd Hill’'s Festival of
Crafts is an annual event promoted
by the Shepherd Hill Music Parents.
Students from the music department
sang and assisted with bringing food.
The Shepherd Hill’s Festival of Crafts
has 5,000 people attending annually. The
celebration highlights the community.
Vendors look forward to next year’s cel-
ebration. For more about the Shepherd
Hill’s Festival of Crafts, visit: https://
www.facebook.com/shepherdhillfesti-
valofcrafts/.

Hurry! Medicare’s Annual Enroliment Period Ends Dec 7th.

Enjoy the Difference...

to help.

Our Member Navigator Team is here

e Need an appointment? We’ll get you
in with most UMass Memorial Health
providers within 10 days.

e Have coverage questions? We’'ll explain
benefits, assist with claims, and more.

e Want Simplified Access? No referrals
needed for in-network specialists.

Get What You Deserve...

* $0 monthly plan premium* HMO & PPO plan

options.

e No medical or prescription drug deductibles.

e $0 copay in-network primary care provider

visits.

* $0 copay preventive dental service and
generous comprehensive dental coverage.*

* $0 or low copays for Tier 1 and Tier 2
prescription drugs and no decutibles.

~

MASS ADVANTAGE

Don’t Wait Until It’s Too Late
Call Us: (844) 513-0529 (TTY:71D)

RSVP for a personal consult or local sales seminar
www.MassAdvantage.info/Hurry

.

Representatives are available October 1- March 31, 8 am. - 8 p.m., 7 days a week;
and April 1- September 30, 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Monday - Friday.

Calls are answered by licensed sales agents.

J

Mass Advantage is an HMO and PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Mass Advantage depends on contract renewal. *Premium and benefits may
vary based on plan selection. For a complete list of benefits, visit MassAdvantage.com. Other providers are available in our network. For accommodation of
persons with special needs at meetings, call toll-free (844) 513-0529 (TTY:711). We can also help with registering for a sales seminar or rescheduling due to

inclement weather.

Y0173_250162_M Accepted

Access to the health care providers you trust at

." UMass Memorial Health
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Where Everyone Goes For - &
= Their Piece Of The Earth!

WINTER IS HERE! 4 | “W'” [ APPLES ||| ®

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!
%"‘Q

QU
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Harvest
Is In!

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500

46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

* Construction Stone Chip Stone

* Title V Sand o Utility Sand |24 | Visit The Farm For:
* Concrete Sand * Pool Liner Sand|., * Just Baked Pies
e Chicken Coop Sand e Silt e Cider Donuts ® Cheese
o Stone Dust e Crushed Gravel
¢ Crushed Asphalt i

o Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch

F-SELF PICK-UP OR CALL -_'
= To SCHEDULE YOUR Miliiad

-

DELIVERY TODAY!  miniMums %

! www.StonebridgePress.com

s'rom:wm@

B
SALE-".N %1000

IN REBATES'*_E

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA ¢ 413-436- 7122 4
Open 10am, - 6pm
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs f \ ' /

stonebridgepress.news / Ji\

—

Purchase a qualifying
MA1TRESS SALEI FRIGIDAIRE { 14CU.FT. :
18 CU. FT. | 14CU FT - . i
TWIN: S199 ¢ DISHWASHER | | REFRIGERATOR||REFRIGERATOR | ff ISP ooeap 304
TR L — $299% || $599% | §499% Buy 5 pieces- $800
FU I.I.. $269 \(ﬁr WAS $509 99 WAS $699 99 WAS $490.99 Buy 6 pieces- $1000
(REGULARLY $499) —
FULL: $299 7CU. FT. DELUXE MAYTAG WHIRLPOOL FRIGIDAIRE 20535;%;‘}01
T rReczir || OReROR || S srisssffa SR || PR
y a9 9
IYCSNT ) 120 | savo~ | goao~ | 1608~ sloss~ | g0
' o DELUXE AMANA [GEFRONTLOAD|[ 18C¢U.FT.  |[ eEsmootH OVER THE
99 CHEST RANGE
tslg, o %229 " WASHER - || GAS RANGE WASHER FREEZER || | stove || MICROWAVE
gularly $649.99) : sq AAGRISISCEAS 'Shln;sss Stesd BGFWSSOSSNWW s4 g sm % m slgsm
n .99 ge9 e Bl
95 Samsung e $349 WAS $699.95 su?s%aqsag WAS $899.99 WAS 5699.99 WAS $993.99 WAS $275.99

(Regularly $449.99)
egu § $ 'ty NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!
75” Samsung.......>°599

(Regularly $799.99) 140 MAIN STREET
85” Samsung ..... 599999 SPENCER, MA
Pl 508.885.9343
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

—r h— SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
t“; l W Store Hours: Mon-through Fri. 10am-8:30pm eSat: 10am-8pm © Sun: 10am-7pm  FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

MORSE TREE FARM
AT THE LUMBER YARD

Bay Path
FY26
Annual
House
Building
Project

Cut your own or choose
from our large selection of
fresh-cut Christmas Trees,

Blue Spruce,
Black Hills Spruce,
Balsam Fir,
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir
and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12°

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge « 508-764.3231 « www.morse-lumber.com
7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

The Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm
has been a local tradition bringing happiness
and joy to families for over 60 years!

Happy Thanksgiving - .
% Applications are now being accepted from
hﬂm our Iamllv to voul'S! anyone interested in having a house built
=== ': alk

in one of our 10 member communities.

Member Communities are: Auburn,
Charlton, Dudley, North Brookfield,

Oxford, Paxton, Rutland, Southbridge,
Spencer and Webster

Interested applicants should call Peggi
Corsi at 508-248-5971, Ext. 1700 or email
at mcorsi@baypath.net for an application
and guidelines

e

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566 * 508-347-7077 &
Open 7 Days a Week ¢ 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com ¢ hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Visit our website at www.baypath.net to
view pictures of previous houses built.
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VISIT

continued from page Al

structured opportunities to develop
readiness and social skills,” stated
Nancy Manske, the district’s Director
of Preschool Programs. “The curricu-
lum encompasses a total developmental
model to ensure that children develop
their cognitive, gross motor, fine motor,
social-emotional, self-help, and commu-
nication skills.”

David Prouty High School stu-
dents are also involved in the pre-
school program through their Career
Technical Education courses (CTE) in
early childhood education. Additional
CTE courses are offered in marketing,
criminal justice, and environmental sci-
ence and technology.

“The goal of these four programs
at David Prouty High School is to pro-
vide real-world workforce prepared-
ness,” Haughey said. “When our stu-
dents graduate from high school, they
can enter the workforce with mean-
ingful employment that provides them
with a living wage.”

Haughey was also excited to share

with the Secretary plans for the pre-
school’s future location.

“The Cubs’ Corner Preschool will be
moved to David Prouty High School
when the building project is com-
pleted, so that our preschoolers and
high-schoolers will be available to one
another for vocational experiences
during the school day and on the same
campus,” the Superintendent said.

Looking long-term, students will
arrive in the SEBRSD as preschoolers
and, many years later, complete their
journeys at graduation on the same
campus. The preschool will be housed
in a separate part of the facility from
high school instruction, with vocation-
al opportunities directly supervised by
faculty and staff.

Throughout his tour, Tutwiler com-
mended administrators and staff mem-
bers for their dedication to early edu-
cation.

“Students who have experiences in
early education are more likely to grad-
uate high school and matriculate to
college,” Tutwiler told guests. “It is an
honor to be here and see this great work
taking place.”

il

il

State Director of Rural Affairs Anne Gobi works with preschoolers at EBES.

Local officials join school leaders and students in welcoming Secretary of Education Patrick

Tutwiler (pictured third from left).

STUDY

continued from page Al
Members  of the

Leicester Advisory

Committee and Select
Board also supported the
feasibility study authori-
zation.

“When we bought the
campus, it was known
that there was going to
be work required to be
done to make the build-
ings fully functional and
up to code,” read a recom-
mendation released by
the Advisory Committee
ahead of Town Meeting.
“We are at the point
where we need to do a
major project to fully uti-
lize the campus, and this
study will result in a plan

and costs to implement
the repairs to the roofs,
heating systems, and
make the buildings ADA
compliant.”

Looking ahead, the
building upgrades will
significantly augment
the school district’s
career technical edu-
cation (CTE) program,
which is bringing new
students and opportuni-
ties to town.

Following the recent
approval of a new part-
nership, Leicester High
School will soon wel-

come students from
Shrewsbury into its CTE
program.

With a 5-0 vote earlier
this month, members of
the Shrewsbury School

Committee approved a
memorandum of under-
standing, selecting LHS
as their district’s pre-
ferred CTE school.

In mid-January, LHS
will accept 15 Shrewsbury
students into its CTE pro-
gram.

“The Leicester School
District is creating a
new chapter of endless
possibilities by partner-
ing with Shrewsbury,”
Kustigian stated. “I look
forward to a productive
partnership where both
communities benefit.”

Both the Leicester and
Shrewsbury  districts
previously sent stu-
dents to Assabet Valley
Vocational-Technical
High School for CTE

REGIONALIZATION

continued from page Al

tion to move forward,
each town would need to
approve the agreement
during these meetings.
The timeline for this
process is crucial, as the
votes must take place
before Jan. 1, 2026, for the
transition to a regional
district to begin.”

If all three towns pass
the agreement, the full
transition to a region-
al district including
North Brookfield, West
Brookfield, and Warren
would take effect at
the beginning of the 2027-
28 school year, officials
said.

To help North
Brookfield school lead-
ers and staff members
better understand the

proposed opportunity,
McCormick released a
document covering sever-
al topics. These include
operating costs, budget-
ing, debt responsibilities,
and building locations,
among several others.

“If this agreement pro-
gresses beyond the School
Committee votes, we
expect to hold additional
meetings with residents
and families to further
discuss the implications
and gather feedback,”
McCormick added.

If all required approv-
als are secured, the newly
regionalized district
would be known as the
Quaboag Regional School
District. A nine-member
school committee would
manage the district, with
three officials represent-
ing each member town.

School committee

members would be elect-
ed to two-year terms. If
a vacancy occurs, the
Select Board from the
given town would appoint
a member to serve until
the next state election.

If the regionalization
is fully approved, the
new district would hold
middle school classes in
North Brookfield (grades
6-8). High school classes
would likely take place at
the current facility serv-
ing QRHS in Warren, offi-
cials said.

The three K-5 elemen-
tary schools would con-
tinue operating in their
respective towns. The
new school committee
would determine the loca-
tion of the preschool.

QRSD leaders could not
be reached for comment
on the regionalization
proposal by press time.

programming. A combi-
nation of factors made
these arrangements no
longer possible.

“Assabet Valley is no
longer accepting stu-
dents from nonmember
districts, as the demand
for CTE has increased,”
Kustigian added.
“The Massachusetts
Department of
Elementary and
Secondary Education
mandated that CTE

schools cannot accept
students from nonmem-
ber districts when they
have a waiting list of stu-
dents from member com-
munities.”

In other Special Town
Meeting news, officials
are pleased with the
results of a venue change
for the meeting. A few
minor adjustments are
expected, but officials
are encouraged by the
smooth transition.

“We changed venues
from the Town Hall gym-
nasium to the Leicester
Middle School auditori-
um, and it seemed to go
very well,” said Town
Clerk Pamela LaFleur.

The Town Meeting
warrant featured nine
total articles, which all
passed.

To review the complete
warrant and descriptions
of the articles, visit www.
leicesterma.org.

Spencer projects give
back to community

SPENCER — For more than three decades, a local mission of giving has helped
brighten the holiday season for those in need. And thanks to the leadership of Beth
McPherson and Laura Torti, Operation Undercover is still going strong.

Now in its 33rd year, Operation Undercover will once again enable residents
to donate new men’s and women’s underwear. Donations will be delivered to
Jeremiah’s Inn, Abby’s House, and the Massachusetts Veterans Shelter.

From Nov. 25 through Dec.15, you can drop off unwrapped packages in the ham-
per on the front step at 125 Pleasant St. in town.

Donations will also be accepted in the Town Hall rotunda and at Richard Sugden

Library.

Please leave your donation in the original package.

“Thank you for your generous donations all these years. We wish you a happy and
healthy holiday season,” read a statement released by project organizers.

Additionally, guests are invited to decorate the mitten trees at Town Hall and

Richard Sugden Library:

“Continue a tradition started by the Town Clerk in 2012 and bring a donation of
hats, gloves, or mittens to be given to the Spencer-East Brookfield schoolchildren at
Wire Village and Knox Trail Schools,” read an informational statement.

=
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Burncoat Pond Watershed District
Please be aware that the Burncoat
Pond Watershed District will hold the
annual “tax rate meeting” on December
10, 2024 at 7PM at Leicester Town
Hall, 3 Washburn Square, Leicester,
Ma 01524 to set the tax rate for fiscal
year 2026. All proprietors are wel-
come.

November 29, 2024

Burncoat Pond Watershed District
Please be aware that the Burncoat
Pond Watershed District will hold a
“special meeting” on December 10,
2024 at 7 PM at Leicester Town Hall,
3 Washburn Square, Leicester, Ma
01524 to transfer a sum of money from
taxation, free cash, to adjust the bud-
get for the Fiscal Year 2025, or to take
any action theron.

November 29, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF HEALTH
LEICESTER, MASSACHUSETTS
In accordance with MGL Chapter 111,
§ 31, The Board of Health will hold a
Public Hearing at the Leicester Town
Hall, Meeting Rooms #3, 3 Washburn
Square, Leicester, MA 01524 on
Monday, December 16, 2024 at 6:00
PM to consider adopting Body Works
regulations, in the Town of Leicester.
The regulation would establish
permitting, inspection and enforcement
language for all places of business in
the town offering Body Works services.
A copy of the proposed regulation is
available in the Town Clerk’s Office at
3 Washburn Square, Leicester, MA. All
interested parties are invited to attend

the hearing.

Christopher Montiverdi
Chairperson

Leicester Board of Health
November 29, 2024
December 6, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. WO24E008PP
A.C.92A
Petition to Partition
To: Amy Gerstel and to all other per-

sons interested.

A petition has been presented to said
Court by Richard Herman Henry llI
of West Brookfield in the County of
Worcester representing that he hold
as tennant in common part or share
of certain land lying in Warren in said
County of Worcester and briefly as fol-
lows:

Setting for that he/she desire all the
aforesaid described part of said land
may be sold at private sale not less
than three hundred twenty thousand
($320,000.00) dollars, and praying that
partition may be made of all the land

aforesaid according to law, and to that
end that a commissioner be appointed
to make such partition and be ordered
to same make sale and conveyance of
all, or any part of said land which the
Court finds cannot be advantageously
divided either at private sale or public
auction, and be ordered to distribute
the new proceeds thereof.

If you desire to object thereto you or
your attorney shall file a written ap-
pearance in said court at Worches-
ter before ten o’clock in the forenoon
on the seventeenth day of December
2024 the return date of this citation.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, Esq.,
First Justice of this Court, this first day
of November 2024.

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

November 22, 2024

November 29, 2024

December 6, 2024
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ANTIQUES

continued from page A6

The representative may
request that we appraise
an estate for IRS or
Probate. However, we’re
typically contacted to see
which estate items may be
a good fit for our auctions.
We handle higher valued
items of all types rang-
ing from smaller antiques
and collectibles like gold
jewelry to larger items
like vintage automobiles.
Of course, not everything
in a home is antique,
collectible, or valuable.
There are other auction
companies that sell pret-
ty much everything in a

home from a sofa to pots
and pans. Sometimes we
handle the more valuable
items and offer sugges-
tions to the seller for the
rest.

There are of course
many other reasons why
people might decide to
auction their items. They
may be downsizing. They
may have inherited things
that they don’t collect
and would like to convert
those items into cash.
Consignors often have
items of value like gold
jewelry, sterling silver, or
coins that they don’t want
anymore. Peoples’ tastes
change and they may no
longer want the old paint-

ing room. People ning live auctions.  gold pocket watches” and We are currently cata-
often tell me that Bidders can get an email when watch- loging a large collection
they are getting search multiple es meeting your criteria of Civil War memorabilia
older and their websites includ- are being sold. If you see from a local estate as well
families have ing liveauction- something that you like, as running an antique
no interest in eers.com, invalu- many sites will allow you auction in a Beacon Hill
their  belong- able.com, auction- to follow that item and Boston estate. We are
ings, therefore ninja.com, hibid. receive an email or text accepting consignments
leading them to com, bidsquare. when your auction item of all types for future auc-
auctions. com, and others is about to be sold. If itis tions. Please visit our Web
Auctions can ANTIQUES, to find items that something that you real- site, https://centralmas-
be online or live. they collect. ly want, you can place a sauctions.com, for links
We were unable COLLECTIBLES There are tools proxy bid. You enter the to upcoming events.
to run live auc- & FSTATES available for maximum amount that Contact us to con-
tions during online bidders. you are willing to pay sign items or for auction
the pandemic ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° Many online auc- such as $500. The bidding information at: Wayne
and switched to WAYNETUISKULA  tion sites offer bid-  is competitive so you may  Tuiskula  Auctioneer/

all online auc-
tions. This has
expanded our reach to
bidders across the world,
but other auctioneers are

ders the ability to
create a want list.
They can enter search
terms for whatever they
collect. For example, you

get outbid, but you might
also win it for less than
your $500 bid. Whether
you’re a consignor or a
bidder;, hopefully you’ll be

Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique,
Collectibles Auctions and
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com

ing that hung in their liv-

still finding success run-

could enter

“Waltham

a winner at auction.

or (508-612-6111)

BUILDER Granite & Marble
l.‘“ EL[%
‘0
A

KUBALA

a8
{ﬂ HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experts

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

SHREWSBURY

MARBLE & GRANITE, Ixc

II]]I

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services Awa rd W| nni ng B + U . I . L * D * E * R
Warrantied Work & Repairs .
Diagnostics * A/C Repair H|gh Pe rformance INCORPORATED
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Remodeling Expert
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS
Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

Windows & Doors

Brakes * Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Biggest Selection of Marble,
Granite & Quariz of ANY Fabrication Shop
300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

508-842-9800 ¢ shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA
(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot — Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4 &=

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom E

Fully Certified  RS# 2678

100% FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Lifetime
Warranty

508-784-1550
:ERO

PEST CONTROL

Ph:

Advertise on
this page for
one low price!

TR

“ ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
5 Y

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services

Get 7 papers.

217
T 2200~ 0SS

Over 30 years experience
Reasonable Rates

Snowblower & Generator Repair » Spencer New Leader

Asian Longhorr; e

Tractor Service ot o) D, » Sturbridge Villager
Tune-Ups & Repairs Owner Operated Fully Insured « Free Quoiss « Charlton Villager
Pickup & Delivery « Southbridge News
REASONABLE RATES 8
508-987-2775 508-757-8078 PROMPT SERVICE « Webster Times
492 Main St Oxford Ask for David or Jason Hight 2 SIS 0 L « Auburn News
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\_ LAWNMOWER.COM

J

Auburn MA

Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction

" Plastering | PLUMBING il Plumbing _ " ROOFING_J Roofing

Licensed

& Insured

908-867-2877

Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance

508-688-2159

General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years

» Blackstone Valley Tribune

For Advertising

CHIMNEY BONETTI’S
CLEANINGS Home I;np:’_ovement °
ONLY $99 ooting MASONRY HARDSCAPE I f t C I I
ALL KIND?OF Siding RETAINING WALLS n orma Ion’ a
Decks OUTDOOR Interior and Exterior
MASONRY & Remodeling LIVING CONSTRUCTION .
COIECRETE WORK Windows Chimney Repair Power Washing 7 74_200_7 3 08
New & Repairs, Repointing, Doors . . ,
Rebuilding, Re-lining, Basement Finishing Foundation Repair Wallpapering

email: mikaela@

. AUNDERS &
OHN DALY J‘ MIKE LAMBERT'S . S.
Glenn LeBlanc| [JOHN DA o it David Barbale | |sows rooFma
PLASTERING o : i HEATING INC. Read our reviews at the
Prastring smai | | Specaling | |% 3 S5 T gGNANTAE | \ROQFING] | o s v
jObS; additions, on repalrs or new . . ’ Roofing’ siding’ gutter memb%r since 2009.
ceilings, installs for home Residential, | deaning, quter repaits, | Roofing/Gutters| |call Bill Toll-Free
bathrooms, New Constructi Certainteed Shingle
owners ew Lonstruction = - 1-866-961-Roof
remodels, . Master Certified! Repair Work 00
patches. since 1988 369 Main St Contact Daniel Truax Fuly Licensed 508-765-0100 .
ain St, 508-450-7472 ully L1 Lifetime material warranlty
Over 49 Years Fully licensed and Ste d call or text and Insured 25 yr. labor warranty available
ExPe"e“ce' insured Spencer MA gbmainico.com MA LIC #CS069127 M&T%gﬁggs
uualitv Lic #MPL 21763 _ _ ,_ Seniovr Citizen Discount MAHIC. LIC #1079721 CT-HIC #0638641
Workmanship " call 1-833-969-4330 | | seaicussheend || . #Cac032585 | Ful nsured, Fre Estimates
508'304'7816 FU”y Insured Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates C:508-397-6709 Family OWHBG_'&ﬂd Opefaf_ed
Insured FlnanAaQ%; Agla%llable 0: 508-248-6709 ”"WAéf:s;t”g:;;Mf’/“’
Email +Hating )
CALL o MIKELAMBERTSPANDH Mass CSL #099487 . -
id| 714@aol. ass HIC number \ M sccrepiTeD
508-612-9573 | | Moo L aokeom @GMAIL.COM o e e | | davidbarbale.com & @

Over 25 Years Experience Water Proofing °
& Carpentry. 508-754-9054 A i . .
Need to get it done? Residential Specialist Delivery of nggregate Experience S 0 n e rl g e p ress .
call me! A Eagle Gutters Licensed and Insured Cord Wood
-FREE Estimates- aeaglegutters.com 128231 Brian French 508764'8548
Quality Chimney 508-347-4906 (413)222-5542
(508)752-1003 LEERO Cell 508-688-0072 | BENBINUEI@lmENRIN 174-230-8373 n ews
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What's the Differences: THIS

Identify the four differences between these pictures. DAY IN

HISTORY

U NOVEMBER Y

29

1732: A magnitude
6.6 earthquake hits
southern Italy in the
former Kingdom of
Naples.

1961: Enos, a
chimpanzee, is
launched into space.

I
/—\ B 1982: Michael
Jackson releases

/ , ' “Thriller,” which
becomes the
best-selling music
album of all time.

True or false?

It can take young
children 10 to 15
times of seeing a — ‘
new food on their ' RESIDE
plates before they be situated or
are willing to try it. Ve somewhere

puny s,pop ul uoods BuissIN ‘7 Uowg|
Buissi ‘¢ 1abip] sI poalg 'z 19|01 SI JUD|d ‘| :Slemsuy

anil :Jemsuy

4€ How the

€€ sa
that iny

N ' Get the .éh
| | (pDid Y% | | prcTURE?

People may eat anywhere

English: Dine from 3,000 to 4,500 calories
Spanish: Cenar during Thanksgiving dinners,
S Eae which is more :
Italian: Cenare than what (o
French: Diner should be eaten Can you guess what
German: Abendessen in a day. the bigger pictureis?

Asxin] 1emsuy

OO XO0Lo*8X 2+ w R ACELHYNRLQD

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ

CRYPTO FUN

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love

sudoku. This

mind-bending
— — — T — — — — — puzzle will have
%@ o you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Solve the code to discover words related to veterans.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 26 = E)

12 26 17 26 22 9 14

Lavsl: Baginner

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

25 26 22 12 7 11 26

1O|DA " J10UOYy "D B2INISS 'd UDIBS]IOBA 'Y siBMsuy

glijgle|s|elr|E]|L
glo|eli|v|8]E|L]|C
25514522 ZlL|F|S|E|L]E|2)8
glr|t]8|8|E]C|L]S
glZ|s]¥|e|i)t|E]®
glE|L]i]|€|5])8|¥|6
Al k4 B kAR
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Leicester

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14

12:04 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
citation issued; 4:59 a.m.: stolen mv
(Pleasant Street), report taken; 6:33
a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 7:50 a.m.. mv stop (Paxton
Street), verbal warning; 7:54 a.m.:
investigation (Pleasant Street), report
taken; 8:10 a.m.: investigation (Pleasant
Street), report taken; 9:09 a.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 9:26
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 10:20 a.m.: ambulance
(Pleasant Street, Worcester), trans-
ported; 10:56 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), name and address redacted
from police log, number plate viola-
tion to conceal ID, op w/suspended
registration, citation issued; 11:59
a.m.: assist citizen (Bottomly Avenue);
1:37 p.m.: ambulance (Locust Street),
transported; 4:17 p.m.: assist citizen
(Paxton Street); 6:16 p.m.: ambulance
(Main Street), transported; 6:23 p.m.:
assist citizen (Town Beach Road); 7:16
p.m.: assist other PD (Stafford Street,
Spencer), services rendered; 7:52 p.m.:
mv stop (Mill Street), verbal warning.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15

12:50 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 1:16 a.m.. mv stop
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 1:22
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written
warning; 9:20 a.m.: harassment (Main
Street), report taken; 11:17 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Jacques Avenue, Worcester),
transported; 11:23 a.m.: debris in road
(Main Street), removed; 11:37 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), written warn-
ing; 12:12 p.m.: mv stop (South Main
Street), name and address redacted
from police log, unlicensed operation,
criminal application issued; 1:04 p.m.:
welfare check (Main Street), services
rendered; 1:30 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), verbal warning; 3:10 p.m.:
ambulance (Main Street), transport-
ed; 4:10 p.m.: accident (Main Street),
report taken; 5:03 p.m.: accident (Main
Street), report taken; 8:20 p.m.: inves-
tigation (Chapel Street), report taken;
8:28 p.m.: abandoned 9111 call (Logan
Street), unfounded; 8:45 p.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Towtaid Street), resolved;
8:59 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 10:22 p.m.: welfare check
(Ingram Road), services rendered; 11:15
p.m.: erratic operator (Main Street),
unfounded; 11:48 p.m.: erratic operator
(Stafford Street), unfounded.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16

12:49 a.m.: welfare check (Main
Street), services rendered; 12:56 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 1:01 a.m.: erratic operator (Main
Street), Dareishaly Suarez-Seda, 26, 49
Harrison Avenue, Auburn, OUI liquor,
intoxicated licensee to carry fire-
arm, arrest; 1:52 a.m.: welfare check
(Ingram Road), services rendered; 3:35
a.m.: commercial alarm (Main Street),
unfounded; 3:55 a.m.: mv off the road
(Pine Street), services rendered; 6:22
am.. mv stop (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), verbal warning; 8:02 a.m.:
ambulance (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 10:43 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
name and address redacted from police
log, possession Class E drug, criminal
application issued; 10:56 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Victoria Drive), report taken;
11:35 a.m.: accident (Whittemore
Street), report taken; 1:45 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported; 3:20
p.m.: assist citizen (Soojians Drive);
4:00 p.m.: welfare check (South Main
Street), spoken to; 4:14 p.m.: investiga-
tion (Siani Road), report taken; 10:58
p.m.: abandoned 911 call (South Street),
resolved; 11:55 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17

8:42 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 8:50 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 8:58 a.m.: dis-
turbance (Craig Street), transported
to hospital; 11:31 a.m.: accident (Main
Street), mv towed; 12:28 p.m.: assist
other agency (Main Street), advised
civil action; 8:25 p.m.: suspicious mv
(Stafford Street), services rendered.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18

2:36 a.m.: vandalism (Main Street),
report taken; 4:14 a.m.: disturbance
(Pleasant Street), spoken to; 8:01 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
8:34 a.m.: disturbance (Main Street),
spoken to; 10:06 a.m.: mv stop (South
Main Street), verbal warning; 12:56
p.m.: assist other PD (Main Street),
services rendered; 1:45 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (South Main Street),
served; 3:17 p.m.: ambulance (Main
Street), no service; 3:24 p.m.: investi-
gation (Pine Street), report taken; 4:14

p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 4:37 p.m.: ambulance (River
Street), transported; 6:53 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Sconset Avenue), transported;
7:11 p.m.: stolen mv (Stafford Street), no
service; 8:15 p.m.: ambulance (Soojians
Drive), transported; 10:05 p.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Winslow Avenue), investi-
gated.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19

12:53 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
citation issued; 3:35 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 8:10 a.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning;
8:14 a.m.: investigation (Craig Street),
report taken; 8:21 a.m.: assist citizen
(Main Street); 9:02 a.m.: accident (Main
Street), report taken; 10:24 a.m.: keep
the peace (Main Street), assisted; 10:43
a.m.. welfare check (Main Street),
unfounded; 11:01 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), spoken to; 11:09 a.m.: mv stop
(Pleasant Street), verbal warning; 11:43
a.m.: investigation (Stafford Street),
report taken; 12:46 p.m.: ambulance
(Main Street), transported; 1:33 p.m.:
malicious mischief (Winslow Avenue),
report taken; 1:52 p.m.: suspicious
activity (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
spoken to; 2:00 p.m.: illegal dumping
(Washburn Street), report taken; 2:21
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), transported; 4:15 p.m.: assist
citizen (Craig Street); 5:23 p.m.: acci-
dent (Stafford Street), report taken;
5:26 p.m.: lobby service (South Main
Street), restraining order served; 7:12
p.m.: suspicious mv (Marshall Street),
assisted; 8:17 p.m.: mutual aid (Stafford
Street, Charlton), services rendered;
9:52 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20

1:25 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 4:59 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 8:21 a.m.:
assist citizen (Craig Street); 9:10 a.m.:
mv stop (South Main Street), citation
issued; 9:44 a.m.. ambulance (Craig
Street), transported; 10:13 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
transported; 12:02 p.m.: keep the peace
(Main Street), resolved; 12:28 p.m.:
keep the peace (Main Street), assisted;
1:10 p.m.: assist other PD (Soojians
Drive), unfounded; 1:29 p.m.: threats
(Pleasant Street), report taken; 2:34
p.m.: accident (Dale Court), name and
address redacted from police log, unli-
censed operation, report taken; 2:51
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial

Highway), transported; 5:27 p.m.:

ambulance (Main Street), transported.
HHH

Spencer

DNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13

12:01-2:24 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 1:11-2:02 a.m.: parking viola-
tions/4 (Mechanic, Cherry, Main,
Chestnut streets, Old Farm Road), fly-
ers issued; 1:57 a.m.: DPW call (Paxton
Road), rep. damaged stop sign; 6:49
am.: LTC issued (West Main Street),
assisted; 7:38 a.m.: assault (Main
Street), Clint Joseph Brooks, 24, 18
Abbott Street, Worcester, assault w/
dangerous weapon, disorderly con-
duct, threatening to commit a crime,
arrest; 8:17 a.m.: mv complaint (Cherry
Street), c/o mvs speeding; 10:04 a.m.:
mv lockout (R. Jones Road), assist; 10:05
a.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street),
assist Brookfield PD; 11:00 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Valley Street), cat in
tree; 11:39 am.: DPW call (Mechanic
Street), foundation leaking water; 11:55
am.: lost/found (Main Street), found
check in lot; 12:01 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Paxton Road), req. escort/retrieve
belongings; 12:03 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Pleasant Street), re: mail rec’d;
1:07 p.m.: fire/woods/grass (Howe
Road), referred; 1:25 p.m.: suspicious
persons (Clark Road), resolved; 2:45
pm.: mv lockout (Mechanic Street),
assisted; 3:13 p.m.: hit/run accident
(West Main Street), report taken; 3:17
p.m.: restraining order service (R.
Jones Road); 3:19 p.m.: officer wanted
(Bay Path Road), spoken to; 3:26 p.m.:
mv complaint (North Spencer Road),
erratic operator; 4:41 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Northwest Road), illegal bon-
fire; 4:53 p.m.: accident (Main Street),
report taken; 5:11 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Main Street), rep. odor of gas;
5:39 p.m.: medical/general (Greenville
Street); 8:29 p.m.: officer wanted (West
Main Street), re: custody issue; 8:36
p.m.: medical/general (Maple Street);
(total daily mv stops - 0).

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14

12:09 a.m.: medical/general (First
Street); 12:18-1:07 a.m.: buildings
checked, secure; 12:31 a.m.: officer
wanted (West Main Street), deer in

POLICE REPORTS

roadway; 12:52-1:18 a.m.: parking vio-
lations/4 (Taylor Drive, High, Cottage,
Cherry streets), flyers issued; 1:16 a.m.:
officer wanted (North Spencer Road),
rep. OUI; between 1:18-2:00 a.m.: mv
stop, time and location of incident
not recorded on police log, Philip
Panagiotidis, 28, Peach Street, South
Barre, OUI liquor, negligent opera-
tion, marked lanes violation, arrest;
2:00 am.: mv complaint (West Main
Street), erratic operator; 2:06 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), seeking
advice/civil matter; 4:53 a.m.: intelli-
gence/parole (West Main Street), info
rec’d; 9:06 a.m.: disturbance (Main
Street), family issue; 10:20 a.m.: animal
complaint (Adams Street), re: voucher
to neuter cat; 10:41 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 11:24 a.m.: fire/
woods/grass (Elm Street), backyard
burn; 11:38 a.m.: fire/woods/grass
(Pearl Street), illegal burn; 12:01/12:33
p.m.: restraining order service/2 (West
Main Street); 12:51 p.m.: mv complaint
(Route 49), erratic operator/truck; 12:59
a.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street),
Charlton PD bolo; 1:03 p.m.: accident
(Paxton Road), report taken; 1:56 p.m.:
medical/general (Adams Street); 3:03
p.m.: medical/general (North Spencer
Road); 3:34 p.m.: DPW call (Briarcliff
Lane), leaves dumped on town prop-
erty; 3:46 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Paxton Road); 3:53 p.m.: accident
(West Main Street), report taken; 5:19
p.m.: animal complaint (East Charlton
Road), loose dog; 5:49 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Main Street), rep. odor of gas;
5:49 p.m.: DPW call (Main Street), needs
water turned on; 7:14 p.m.: mutual aid
(West Main Street), nolocation noted on
police log/domestic disturbance; 7:20
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street),
Charlton PD req. assistance; 8:16 p.m.:
medical/general (Fourth Avenue); 8:23
p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street),
dogs howling/barking; 9:50 p.m.:
mv complaint (Pleasant Street), rep.
aggressive operator; 11:15 p.m.: officer
wanted (Treadwell Terrace), gf left on
foot; (total daily mv stops — 3).

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15

12:18-1:44 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 12:38-12:39 a.m.: parking vio-
lations/3 (Mechanic, Chestnut, Elm
streets), flyer issued; 2:36 a.m.: parking
violation (Main Street), flyer issued;
5:23 a.m.: intelligence/parole (West
Main Street), info rec’d; 5:48 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Buteau Road), att. to serve
warrant; 6:54 a.m.: LTC issued (West
Main Street), assisted; 7:22 a.m.: park-
ing complaint (Main Street), lumber
truck blocking road; 8:52 a.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Main Street), services
rendered; 9:01 a.m.:. medical/general
(Lincoln Street); 10:01 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Donnelly Cross Road),
rep. dead beaver; 10:34 a.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 11:00 a.m.:
animal complaint (Grant Street), loose
dog; 12:17 p.m.: medical/general (Bixby
Road); 3:28 p.m.: medical/general (Main
Street); 3:28 p.m.: animal complaint
(West Main Street), re: ACO check on
horse; 4:55 p.m.: animal complaint
(Briarcliff Lane), loose dog; 5:12 p.m.:
mutual aid (Main Street), Leicester PD
req. assistance/accident; 5:17 p.m.: lar-
ceny (West Main Street), report taken;
6:06 p.m.: accident (West Main Street),
report taken; 6:48 p.m.: school alarm
(Main Street), referred; 7:13 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Ash Street); 7:37 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Main Street), investigated;
7:41 p.m.: medical/general (Lakeview
Drive); 8:52 p.m.: accident (West Main
Street), mv vs deer; 8:52 p.m.: officer
wanted (Brooks Pond Road), fireworks
complaint; 9:30 p.m.: building checked,
secure; 9:39 p.m.: officer wanted (Main
Street), rep. poss. OUI; (total daily mv
stops - 0).

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16

12:09a.m.: residentiallockout (Fourth
Avenue), assisted; 2:38 a.m.: officer
wanted (Lambs Grove), rep. concern
for individual; 8:53 a.m.: officer wanted
(Clark Road), spoken to; 9:36 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Wm. Casey Road), spoken
to; 10:07 a.m.: fire/woods/grass (Ash
Street), brush fire; 10:20 a.m.: mv lock-
out (Chestnut Street), assisted; 11:32
a.m.: medical/general (Howe Village);
1:37 p.m.: suspicious persons (Main
Street), investigated; 1:47 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Delude Avenue); 1:54 p.m.:
mv lockout (Meadow Road), assist-
ed; 4:01 p.m.: disturbance (Mechanic
Street), neighbor issue/noise com-
plaint; 4:24 p.m.: animal complaint
(Columbine Road), loose dog; 4:46 p.m.:
disabled mv (West Main Street), info
taken; 4:47 p.m.. suspicious persons
(Main Street), investigated; 5:14 p.m.:
fire/woods/grass (Pleasant Street),
illegal burn; 6:16 p.m.: medical/gener-

al (Mechanic Street); 8:23 p.m.: mutu-
al aid (West Main Street), Leicester
PD bolo/domestic dispute; 8:31 p.m.:
lost/found (Chestnut Street), lost cell
phone; 11:25 p.m.: fire/woods/grass
(Woodside Road), referred; (total daily
mv stops —1).

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17

12:29-3:24 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 1:01-1:44 a.m.: parking viola-
tions/6 (Cherry, Mechanic, Prospect,
Main streets), flyers issued; 1:05 a.m.:
missing person/juvenile (Ash Street),
report taken; 1:21 a.m.: suspicious
mv (Mechanic Street), investigated;
2:31 a.m.: medical/general (Jolicoeur
Avenue); 3:31 a.m.:. parking viola-
tion (Grove Street), flyer issued; 6:04
a.m.: intelligence/parole (West Main
Street), info rec’d; 9:56 a.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Main Street), services
rendered; 10:24 a.m.: medical/general
(Ash Street); 10:37 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Lyford Road); 12:40 a.m.: illegal
dumping (Kittredge Road), dumping
on pvt. property; 12:51 p.m.: officer
wanted (Meadow Road), poss. dis-
abled mv; 3:40 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Pleasant Street); 3:58 p.m.: distur-
bance (Chestnut Street), 2 fems/ver-
bal dispute; 4:16 p.m.: officer wanted
(Chickering Road), spoken to; 4:20 p.m.:
medical/general (Northwest Road);
6:04 p.m.: medical/general (Howe
Village), lift assist; 7:29 p.m.: 911 call
(Cherry Street), hang-up; 8:42 p.m.:
buildings checked, secure; 9:42 p.m.:
building checked, secure; 11:32 p.m.:
medical/general (Main Sreet); (total
daily mv stops — 0).

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18

12:04-2:33 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 1:32-2:45 a.m.: parking viola-
tions/5 (Mechanic, Prospect, Elm,
Cherry streets, Old Farm Road),
tickets issued; 3:50 a.m.: disturbance
(Chestnut Street), fight; 4:08 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Valley Street), lift assist;
8:22 a.m.. LTC issued (West Main
Street), assisted; 8:39 a.m.: fire/woods/
grass (North Spencer Road), illegal
burn; 8:59 a.m.: commercial alarm
(Water Street), accidental/resolved;
10:17 a.m.: larceny (North Spencer
Road), report taken; 10:29 a.m.: mutu-
al aid (West Main Street), Leicester
PD bolo/domestic; 11:02 a.m.: mv com-
plaint (Water Street), truck blocking
lane; 11:27 a.m.: officer wanted (West
Main Street), rep. customer took scoot-
er; 11:34 a.m.: officer wanted (West
Main Street), spoken to; 11:48 a.m.:
medical/general (Valley Street), lift
assist; 12:39 p.m.: animal complaint
(Ash Street), rep. rabid skunk in yard;
1:53 p.m.: medical/general (Greenville
Street); 2:00 p.m.. medical/general
(Jolicoeur Avenue); 2:14 p.m.: fire/
woods/grass (Kingsbury Road), illegal
burn; 2:43 p.m.: officer wanted (Cherry
Street), RMV license suspension; 2:53
p.m.: officer wanted (Paxton Road),
open door/investigated; 3:47 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Wilson Street), noise/pro-
fanity complaint; 3:47 p.m.: suspicious
persons (Main Street), unwanted per-
son; 4:02 p.m.: accident (West Main
Street), report taken; 4:41 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Howe Village), lift assist;
4:53 p.m.: mv lockout (Howe Village),
assisted; 5:14 p.m.: commercial alarm
(West Main Street), services rendered,;
7:09 p.m.: animal complaint (North
Spencer Road), loose dog; 7:22 p.m.:
officer wanted (West Main Street),
unauth. use of cash app; 7:27 p.m.:
commercial alarm (Mechanic Street),
services rendered; 7:46 p.m.. animal
complaint (North Spencer Road), have
husky detained; 11:54 p.m.: building
checked, secure; (total daily mv stops
-0).

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19

12:02-2:16 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 1:11-1:34 a.m.: parking vio-
lations/3 (Cherry, Elm, Mechanic
streets), tickets issued; 5:08 a.m.: intel-
ligence/parole (West Main Street), info
rec’d; 7:15 a.m.: medical/general (Lake
Street); 7:46 a.m.: mv lockout (Bemis
Road), child locked in mv; 7:51 am.:
medical/general (Howe Village); 11:00
a.m.: medical/general (Howe Village);
11:25 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main
Street), rep. person driving w/suspend-
ed license; 2:04 p.m.: medical/general
(Lincoln Street); 5:23 p.m.: disabled mv
(Pleasant Street), assisted; 5:48 p.m.:
accident (Elm Street), report taken;
6:17 p.m.: medical/general (Crestview
Drive); 9:42 p.m.: building checked,
secure; 9:45 p.m.: suspicious persons
(Main Street), investigated; 10:01 p.m.:
suspicious mv (Main Street), investi-
gated; (total daily mv stops - 6).

HHH

For Legal Advertising
Information
Call 508-909-4127
email:
legals@stonebridge press.news
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Tommy
Age 2
Registration # 9060

Hi! My name is Tommy

Tommy is a very active and
curious toddler.
smile is a magnet that draws
in meaningful connections. He
loves engaging with others and
is described as a “ray of sun-
shine”. Tommy has a tracheal
tube, but it does not prevent
him from walking, running, and
playing with the aid of his yellow
backpack which supports his
G-tube feedings. He has a fra-
ternal twin sister who he looks

His beautiful

forward to spending time with.
https://adopt.mareinc.org/wait-

ing-child-profiles#gallery/child/9060

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that

your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE)
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process.
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and

teens in foster care.
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Will you be baking
gingerbread or hanging
stockings by the fireplace
this holiday season?
Perhaps you’ll be light-
ing the menorah or play-
ing a game of dreidl? The
holidays are steeped in
tradition, some of which
are older than celebrants
may realize.

Individuals gather
during the holidays and
participate in various
traditions that have with-
stood the test of time.
Most people engage in
these traditions or rec-
ognize symbols automat-
ically, but it can be inter-
esting to learn how these
traditions came to be.

Christmas caroling

The British traditions
of wassailing and mum-
ming and the Slavic tra-
dition of koliada were
some of the precursors
to more modern caroling.
People would go door-
to-door and recite poet-
ry or sing with the hope
of bringing about good
fortune or influencing a
future harvest, accord-
ing to Rutgers University.
Carolers spread hope
and good tidings through
song during a time of
year when sunlight was
limited.

Christmas trees

Pagans once displayed
evergreen branches as
a reminder that spring
would come again, while
Romans placed them
around temples to honor
Saturn, the god of agricul-
ture. Eventually the ever-
green was used in con-
junction with Christian
Christmas celebrations.
In the sixteenth century,

German Christians put
trees inside their homes
as symbols of everlasting
life.

Santa Claus

Children who celebrate
Christmas eagerly await
the arrival of a jolly sort
who goes by the name of
Santa Claus. His origin
story stretches back to
the third century, when
Saint Nicholas became
the patron saint of chil-
dren. Saint Nicholas
was a monk in what is
modern-day Turkey It
is said that he traveled
helping the poor and the
sick. History.com says he
is believed to have saved
three impoverished sis-
ters from slavery by pro-
viding them with a dowry
so they could be married,
and he also provided gifts
to children.

Menorah

The menorah is a mul-
tibranched candelabra
used in Jewish religious
rituals. The menorah is
first mentioned in the
book of Exodus when
the design of the lamp
was revealed to Moses
by God on Mount Sinai.
Many menorahs are
seven-branched, but
during Chanukah, an
eight-branched menorah
is used. The Chanukah
menorah is modeled after
the Tabernacle meno-
rah that corresponds to
the eight-day festival. It
was used to celebrate
the rededication of the
Second Temple. The
available oil supply was
supposed to light the
menorah for just one day,
but the candles actually
burned for eight.

hopular boliday traditions got their start

Mistletoe

Kissing under the mis-
tletoe is a holiday season
tradition that can lead to
some red faces when cou-
ples are caught beneath
the plant. Norse mytholo-
gy paved the way for Kiss-
ing under the mistletoe.
Legend has it the gods
used mistletoe to resur-
rect Odin’s son, Baldur,
from the dead. Baldur’s
mother, Frigg, the god-
dess of love, made the
plant a symbol of love
and vowed to Kkiss any-
one who passed under it.
Mistletoe blooms under
cold conditions, which is
how it became associated
with the holiday season.

Yule log

Yule logs were once
part of winter solstice
celebrations to bring
good luck and fortune,
but America is where a
yule log really caught on
as a holiday tradition. In
1966, the WPIX television
station in New York City
aired a continuous loop
of a fireplace burning for
three hours with holiday
songs playing. It became
an annual tradition, says
History.com. Some people
even serve a cake that
looks like a yule log. The
Blche de Noél is a tra-
ditional Christmas cake
that is especially popular
in France.

Holiday traditions
continue in full force.
Traditions are an endear-
ing component of cel-
ebrations and help to
unite people from all
backgrounds during this
special time of year.

Tips to make holiday
more affordable

dinners

oy
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Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

174-200-7308

Z e =D

“Eat, drink and be merry” is a famil-
iar refrain come the holiday season.
Hosting a holiday dinner is a great
way to welcome family and friends and
encourage them to embrace the festive
nature of the season. However, the high
cost of foods and other essentials may
have certain holiday hosts rethinking
their menus and their guest lists this
year.

A 2024 Pew Research Poll showed
Americans worried about the state of
the economy cite the price of food and
the cost of housing as their foremost
concerns. More
than 90 percent
of Americans say
they are “very” or
“somewhat” con-
cerned about the
cost of food and
consumer goods.

Average annu-
al food-at-home
prices were 5 per-
cent higher in
2023 than in 2022,

2

Lahorers-Matenial

Handling & Forklift

Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person

Package Steel
|5 Harback Rd Sutton, MA
e-mail resume to:

Lucille@packagesteel.com
508-865-5871 x 3010

FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

according to the
USDA Economic
Research Service.
Inflation has
been a key topic
of discussion for
much of the last
three years. While
data from the U.S.
Bureau of Labor
Statistics  indi-
cates inflation
continues to cool
off from all-time
highs, consumers
are still anxious
about how food

For Advertising prices are affect-

N ing their bottom
Information jines and their hol-

Call iday entertaining
plans. According
774-200-7308 1, rarmdoc Daily,

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
’'LL COME TO YOU!

email: which offers agri-
. culture-based data
mlkael?@ analysis, 68 per-
stonebridge cent of US. con-
press.news  sumers expected

rising food prices

to impact their holiday meals in 2023.
Similar concerns may prevail in 2024.

Stretching holiday entertaining dol-
lars comes down to being savvy. With
that in mind, hosts can consider these
meal modification strategies this holi-
day season.

» Replace a high-cost protein with a
more affordable alternative. Sometimes
a holiday meal calls for pulling out all of
the stops, and that may mean spending
more on a special main dish. Rather
than a luxury like beef tenderloin or
prime rib roast, consider a less expen-
sive dish, such as a pork tenderloin,
roasted chicken or even seafood.

- Add extra side dishes. Incorporate
an inexpensive item like rice, beans or
an extra vegetable side dish into the
meal so that plates can be filled with the
less expensive foods and fewer high-cost
items.

- Shop the sales. Plan meals around
a supermarket circular. While you may
have had one holiday dinner idea in
mind, once you see what the stores are
putting on sale you can stock up on
those items and build the dinner around
them. If you find a good deal sever-
al weeks away from the holidays, buy
the items and freeze them until they’re
needed.

- Buy generic or store brands. Chances
are no one will notice if you use gener-
ic or store brand ingredients, which
can be considerably cheaper than their
brand-name counterparts. Many are
even manufactured in the same facili-
ties that produce the name brand stuff.

« Make an affordable drink. Alcohol
costs can add up when you try to cater to
everyone’s tastes and preferences. Make
one or two bulk drinks, like a holiday
punch or signature cocktail, so you can
keep alcohol costs in check.

« Stretch the snacks. Instead of a
charcuterie board filled with expensive
cheeses and meats, opt for dips and
raw vegetables or a low-cost cheese ball
made with cream cheese and herbs with
crackers. Keep snacks to a minimum,;
otherwise, guests may fill up and then
not have room for dinner.

Holiday hosts can embrace various
strategies to save money on family
meals this season.
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REAL ESTATE

43 East Main Street

_ Webster, MA 01570 hopeZ()wn.com

Finest Realtor Associates to
Serve You! 508.943.4333

ictinael hanon Pelletien - O Broloer
*REAL - e Want Your Listings! =% Lice?;sed o in O B

A

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

GO BARTLETT
weH
INDIANS!!

v Happy

COME JOIN US:

o8 T ﬁanﬁsgmng

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
/\ TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE |
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 3
R &R Diane Luong 774-239-2937
_ o pa Ce n R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=&
Realty Management, LLc . k'BBOb Berk é(l).s 365 92%15
Property Management  Property Maintenance ickl Bennett, Client Coordinator
Residential Construction d ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
Coerfmlmercial Remodeling we 0. CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
Condominium Maintenance UXBRIDGE- 2 CAR HEATED CHARLTON NEW CONSTRUCTION
Rental/Leasing Handyman Services GARAGE & WORKSHOP *Fantastic
location
Established in 1985 . * Established
with almost 40 years of experience. Contact Mikaela Today Subdividion
. . L 4 * 3 Bedrooms B Great area to
Fully licensed and insured. 774-200-7308 1700+ sa. i B walk, ride bikes
971 Providence Rd . ¥ 9 and commute
Whitinsville, MA 01588 mikaela@ Hardwood e Completely
508-234-3414 b 3 d Floors Level w1th full Barn e rone
www.RRRMGT.com stonebri gep ress.news . e *6 Acres w/ low Mintenance Yard
27 Snowling Road $390 000 12 Elliot Drive $695,000
SZYMCAK - DIANE- SOLD LET’S TALK
ASSISTED SALE , CHARLTON HOMES FOR HEROES
edaroom *
; Make the o Bedroom 8Rooms, 4Bedrooms | BUYING ORSELLING
| | arge A q-ft."1.4 Acres YOUR SERVICE
| move! DESERVES THIS
Find the bomes CALLDIANE
of your 75141_2(3)?_2937
neighborhood JO-ANN
774-943-7669

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED When Mary Hicks Reattors g B22 oy Roalty
. Over 20 years experience! 3 S5 sevices
Experlence "Put 39 years of combined
RE/HA){ R E/MAX g and CENTURY 2' : real estate experience
i, NORTH EAST [ i Donna Flannery Realtor® to work for you!"  Kayleen Flannery Sauvageau
PROFESSIONAL ] b 508-612-6771 Raattor®
' ASSOCIATES conﬁmltment Direct: 508.612.4794 | oovutmereusormt " Keywaocesicon
49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA atter Rus | B2 Home Office: 508. :6Z 2922 T
= www.maryahicks.com
Patrick Sweeney Carrie Abysalh Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyh HAPPY THANKSGIVING! fu Nﬂ'mﬂﬂlm“mﬂ:;'v:c\:ME roRcusTomER
Realtor Realtor (I ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame } 1 HOPE YOU ALL HAVIE } TOP ACENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
License #9529769 License #904677 /; 1""\ 508.612.1382 160 B ,\? WgN DtE'S“:UL DAIJA 01562 ‘ SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME ‘
HaS , ain Stree encer,
(714) 4%2-3578 ' (508) 641-0150 ( A’ MESReale.con.l maryangela87 yahoo.com ERA HALL OF FAME
Licensed in MA and CT ~S “ Mary@WillSellit.com Each office is independently owned and operated. 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562
“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE Sandi Grz b -
WE REAL £ : Sandi Grzy DUDLEY- FEATURE HOME
ReMax Professional Associates serving you in all of & A custom built Ranch 1500 sq. ft.
Licensed in MA & CT 1 WO RC E STE R your real estate with Central Air, Central Vacm Hard-
We need properties to sell - any type! ventures! = ™ woods Floors, 2 Baths, 10 year old
Conrad Allen * Buying =|-— furnace and private 1/2 acre lot and new
400.0438 * Selling septic system.
508. . Wiiesting Easy highway access to Rte. 395, 290,
callenl995@co| com v : : MA Pike, 146, 20 and 12
EIHA Contact Info: a 7 oA X 29 Charlton Rd $535,000
R X 774.230.3500|508.943.6960 0-Ann Szymezi
R E/M A X sandigrzyb@aol.com : CRS, GRI, SRES call lo Ann 774 230 5044
' i . 208-943-7669 # ReMax Vision [E“
RE/MAX Professional Associates 65 Southbridge Street, 774-230-5044 -y 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 mis
Auburn, MA 01501 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
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NAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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O S36-SF-FHSTORIC OEFICE BUIL DS
FORSALE

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

« Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765

jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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