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Friend

Brandon Goodwin looks on as Founders award recipient Lynne
Petersen makes a few remarks knowing David Barnicle, Founder

Courtesy

of FrOST and her family’s appreciation in receiving this award

STURBRIDGE — The
Friends of Sturbridge Trails
(FrOST) held its annual
meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 20
at he Publick House. This
is the 14th anniversary of
FrOST and was graciously
hosted by the Publick House
which provided meeting
space and refreshments
including a special cake
made expressly for our vol-
unteers.

FrOST Treasurer, Brandon
Goodwin presented an
update on the accomplish-

ments of the Trail Committee
as well as the events and
programs held and supported
by FrOST in 2025. Of note,
the trail committee recorded
more than 68,000 visitors to
the town trail system, and
volunteers amassed over
924 hours in trail mainte-
nance and 1,110 hours in trail
construction. With a special
focus on the main Fiske Hill
trail loop and Seven Ridges
trail on the Leadmine proper-
ty. After the routine business
meeting, longevity awards

Southbridge Water Department

undertakes free chlorine conversion

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Town of Southbridge Water
Department will temporarily be converting from the use
of Monochloramines as a secondary disinfectant to free
chlorine disinfection. This process is called free chlorine
conversion. Southbridge had utilized free chlorine for
many decades, and in the fall of 2011 a change was made
to begin using monochloramines.

This change was made to improve water quality, and
to better allow the water system to remain in compliance
with State and Federal drinking water standards. This
maintenance procedure will simply be reverting the water
system to the same operational methods and chemistry as
were utilized for decades up to the fall of 2011.

Water utilities such as Southbridge that are using
monochloramine disinfection will from time to time use
free-chlorine conversions in conjunction with hydrant
flushing when needed, as a routine maintenance procedure.

Performing a free chlorine conversion of the potable
water distribution system as well as hydrant flushing help
to maintain the integrity of the finished water supplied to
our customers. This process is performed to maintain high
water quality. Free chlorine also reduces the potential for
coliform or other types of bacteria in the system. During
the free-chlorine conversion, the water disinfection pro-
cess will be changed from chloramines to free chlorine,
which is a stronger and faster-acting disinfectant.

We will be conducting the Free Chlorine during the
cold weather seasons to reduce chlorine odor for our water
system customers. We expect to conduct the free-chlo-
rine conversion beginning on Jan. 27, and continue for
approximately eight to 10 weeks, afterwards that standard
disinfection chemicals will be reintroduced to the system.

* Possible noticeable effects: During this temporary
change, customers may notice a stronger than normal
chlorine odor or taste. This is considered normal for water
systems the utilize free chlorine on a

full time basis.

e s the water safe to drink? Yes, water is safe to drink
during the free chlorine conversion, and boiling is not
necessary. Customers may notice a change in the taste
and smell. This is normal and expected while using free
chlorine. Customers using tap water for kidney dialysis
should properly monitor for complete neutralization of
disinfectant residual and should contact their doctor for
more information. Customers using water for aquariums
should monitor the chlorine residuals.

* Why is a free chlorine conversion necessary? The
Town of Southbridge routinely collects samples and
monitors water quality. Over time, minerals and metals
naturally present in water sources can increase and attach
to pipes then release with changes in pressure, resulting
in discoloration, odor, or affected taste. Other processes,
such as nitrification and the growth of biofilm, can also
occur in water distribution pipes. Biofilm growth can
cause a reduction in the effectiveness of residual disinfec-
tants over time. This biofilm is nonpathogenic and is of
no health concern. They simply cause the water quality
to degrade and increase the difficulty of having stable
chlorine residual in the water system. The free-chlorine
conversion will help cleanse the lines and reduce the
occurrence of nitrification and biofilm.

Customers with any questions can call the Southbridge
Water Department at 508-764-3207, ext. 1.
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Courtesy

Left to right, Tom Chamberland presents five-year Longevity
Acorns to Ray Richards and Bob Barnes. Both men have vol-
unteered for five years, each participating in over 5 events or

volunteer days each year.

(a Frosted Acorn) were pre-
sented by FrOST Past Chair
Tom Chamberland to Ray
Richards and Bob Barnes for
their 5-year volunteer record
and a five-year and 10-year
award was presented to Bob
Lauritsen.

The special award for
the evening is the presenta-
tion of the David Barnicle
Founders Award. This year
presented to Lynne Petersen
and Family for their strong
support of the Grand Trunk
Trail. The Petersen Family,

in honor of their Dad and
husband, Christian, made
a financial donation to
Brimfield in support of the
construction of a bridge
over the Quinebaug River,
making a key connection of
that trail to Sturbridge, and
in Sturbridge purchased a 9
acre piece of property that
formerly had a section of the
original Grand Trunk Rail
Bed, donating an easement
the Town so that section
of the trail could be con-
structed. In Addition, they

Courtesy

Left to right, Tom Chamberland presents a five-year and 10-year
Longevity Acorns to Bob Lauritsen. Bob has volunteered for over
10 years, participating in more than five events or volunteer days

each year for more than 10 years.

also donated an easement
to the town to construct a
10-car parking lot to sup-
port that section of the trail.
This parking lot has become
the second busiest trail head
in the Sturbridge Trail sys-
tem. In Lynne’s acceptance
remarks she mentioned how
none of this would have been
possible without the vision
of Charles Hayes, the lead
proponent in constructing
the Grand Trunk rail line,
who passed with the sinking
of the Titanic.

The Friends of Sturbridge
Trails is a nonprofit group
consisting of area residents
who are focused on assisting
the trail committee and host-
ing events of the Sturbridge
Trail system. More informa-
tion on FrOST and becom-
ing a member, along with
the Sturbridge Trail sys-
tems can be found at www.
treksturbridge.org Or email
FrOST at treksturbridge@
gmail.com. You can also fol-
low FrOST on Face book:
Friends of Sturbridge Trails.

Cards & Collectibles Show in Charlton Feb. 7

CHARLTON — Our Goal
at Dynamic Card Collectors
was to bring a show to
Central Massachusetts that
truly had the entire family in
mind. By designing a show
with a truly unique variety
of vendors, we feel we suc-
ceeded in bringing a unique
family friendly event close
to home.

Just  minutes  from
Worcester — the second-larg-
est city in New England —
don’t miss out on Central
Massachusetts’ biggest quar-

terly Cards and Collectibles
Show! Now with nearly 90
tables featuring Sports Cards
& Memorabilia, Trading
Card Games like Pokémon
and One Piece, Anime
Collectibles, Funkos, and
so much more, this event
is a must-attend! You’ll find
some of the top vendors in
the state, exciting door priz-
es, and food and beverages
available for purchase. It’s
an event you won’t want to
miss! The cost to enter is
$5 at the door, kids 12 and

under are free.

The excitement kicks
off Feb. 7 at 10 am. at St.
Joseph's Church, located
at 10 H Putnam Rd. Ext.,
Charlton, and runs until 4
p-m. Each event will feature
fantastic door prizes for both
Sports and TCG enthusiasts!
Door prize tickets will be
drawn at 3 p.m., and winners
do not need to be present to
claim their prizes!

A big thank you to our
amazing sponsors—Best
Flippin' Card Show, Mana

Springs TCG, and the vol-
unteers from Charlton City
UMC—for making this
event possible, as well as for
providing delicious breakfast
and lunch options!

Look for signs guiding
you to the event, which is in
the lower level of the church
around the back. If you have
any questions, feel free to
reach out. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door, and we
accept cash, credit cards, and
Venmo. We can’t wait to see
you at the show!

Legacy meets legacy
Fuller Collision Group acquires Steves Collision Center

STURBRIDGE —
Fuller Collision Group,
a family-owned and
operated collision repair
company with 112 years
of service to Central
Massachusetts, is proud
to announce the acquisi-
tion of Steve’s Collision
Center, a long-standing
Sturbridge  automotive
repair business.

Steve’s Collision Center
has been owned and oper-
ated by Brenda Lecaire for
the last 10 years, earning a
strong reputation for qual-
ity craftsmanship, honesty,
and personalized service.
As SHE prepares to pur-
sue other passions, Lecaire
has chosen to entrust the
future of the shop to Fuller
Collision Group — ensur-
ing the business remains
locally owned and contin-
ues serving the Sturbridge
community with the same
care and integrity custom-
ers have come to expect.

“Life has a way of remind-
ing us how precious time is,
and this feels like the right
moment for me to pause,
reflect, and do something
a little different,” Lecaire
states in a personal letter to
her customers. “I wanted to
make sure Steve’s Collision
Center stayed in good hands
— with people who value
their employees, their cus-

tomers, and the communi-
ty. Fuller Collision Group
shares those values, and I'm
confident the shop’s legacy
will continue.”

Founded in 1914, Fuller
Collision Group is now
in its fourth generation
of family leadership and
has built its reputation on
long-term relationships,
advanced repair standards,
and a people-first approach
to business. The Sturbridge
location will mark the
company’s third collision
repair facility, expanding

its footprint while main-
taining its commitment to
local ownership and per-
sonalized service.

“We’re honored to carry
on the legacy that Brenda
and Steve’s Collision
Center have built,” said
Josh Fuller, CEO of Fuller
Collision Group. “This
acquisition isn’t about
changing what works —
it’s about preserving a trust-
ed local business while pro-
viding additional resources,
technology, and long-term
stability for employees and

customers alike.”
Customers of Steve’s

Collision  Center can
expect continuity in ser-
vice, with plans to retain
existing staff and gradually
introduce Fuller’s systems,
training, and certifications
over time.

The Sturbridge loca-
tion will operate under
Fuller Collision Group
while honoring the histo-
ry and reputation Steve’s
Collision Center has estab-
lished within the commu-
nity.
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Gateway Players to hold fundraising Vitacer Auvvac

performance of “Godspell”

SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway Players
Theatre is excited to announce spe-
cial fundraising performances of the
beloved musical “Godspell” in support
of Elm Street Congregational Church.
This collaborative event promises an
uplifting evening filled with inspiring
music, energetic performances, and a
shared spirit of community.

Gateway Players Theatre has called
Elm Street Church home since 2017
when our long-time home; The Barn
at the Ruth Wells Art Center was dis-
covered to be structurally unsound.
We are so appreciative of the church
and their support that we feel the need
to give back. All proceeds from these
performances will go directly toward
supporting the Roof Capital Campaign
held in 2025. By attending, you’ll
not only enjoy a night of fantastic
entertainment but also contribute to
important improvements to this historic
church.

Performance dates are March 20 &
21 at 7:30 p.m. and March 22 at 2
p-m. The performances will be held
at Elm Street Congregational Church,
61 Elm St. in Southbridge. Entrance

is on Park Street (around the cor-
ner). Book by John Michael Tebelak,
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz,
Conceived and Originally Directed
by John Michael Tebelak, Based on
The Gospel According to St. Matthew.
“Godspell” is presented through spe-
cial arrangement with Music Theatre
International (MTI). Directed by Lynn
Boucher, Produced by Lou-Ellen
Corkum and the Musical Director is
Chris Rubenacker.

Tickets are $20 for adults, and $17
for Seniors and Youth. Tickets may be
reserved by calling Gateway at 508-
764-4531. Online credit card ticket
sales are available at https://www.tick-
etleap.events/tickets/gateway-players/
godspell

The cast includes: “Jesus” - Alex
Gardner, “John the Baptist/Judas” -
Mark Lammert

Ensemble: Billy Bolster, David
Yutzler, Davyn Walsh, Deb Hollett,
Erin Simpson, Hannah Bilis

Heather Crabbe, Kirsten Smaltz, and
Robyn De Gennaro.

“Godspell” was the first major musi-
cal theatre offering from three-time

Grammy and Academy Award win-
ner, Stephen Schwartz (“Wicked,”
“Pippin,” “Children of Eden”), and
it took the world by storm. Led by
the international hit, "Day by Day,"
“Godspell” features a parade of
beloved songs, including "Prepare Ye
the Way of the Lord," "Learn Your
Lessons Well," "All for the Best," "All
Good Gifts," "Turn Back, O Man" and
"By My Side."

A small group of people help Jesus
Christ tell different parables by using
a wide variety of games, storytelling
techniques, and hefty doses of comic
timing. An eclectic blend of songs,
ranging in style from pop to vaudeville,
is employed as the story of Jesus' life
dances across the stage. Dissolving
hauntingly into the Last Supper and
the Crucifixion, Jesus' messages of
kindness, tolerance, and love come
vibrantly to life.

Boasting a score with chart topping
songs, a book by a visionary play-
wright (John-Michael Tebelak) and a
feature film, “Godspell” is a sensation
that continues to touch audiences.

University of Hartford students

named to Dean’s and President’s Lists

WEST HARTFORD, Conn. — The
University of Hartford is pleased to
announce that 2,327 students have been
named to the Dean's List and President's
List for the fall 2025 semester.

The Dean's List recognizes students
achieving superior academic standing.
The requirement, with some excep-
tions, is a grade point average of at
least 3.0 and no grade below C.

The President's List recognizes a
select group of students reaching the
highest level of academic standing. To
be placed on the President's List, stu-

dents must maintain a GPA of at least a
3.75 and receive grades of C or better.

Among those recognized are:

e Courtney Haire of Brimfield -
Dean's List and President's List

e Grace Grybowski of Strubridge -
Dean's List

e isabella Paniss of Southbridge —
Dean’s List

* Angel Opoku of Charlton — Dean’s
List

Congratulations to all our students on
their hard work and academic success!

The University of Hartford blends

raw passion with emerging talent,
offering intentional preparation across
six career-focused schools and colleges
so every student can thrive. Located
on a 350-acre campus neighboring
Connecticut's capital city-and posi-
tioned midway between New York City
and Boston-the University is home
to approximately 4,300 undergraduate
and 1,700 graduate students from 42
states and 53 countries. Here, students
are guided to discover their place, their
people, and their purpose.

Area residents named to dean’s list

at (@nnipiac University

HAMDEN, Conn. — Ashley Wojcicki
of Charlton and Tristan Hughes of Wales
were named to the dean's list for the Fall
2025 semester at Quinnipiac University:

To qualify for the dean's list, students
must earn a grade point average of at least
3.5 with no grade lower than C. Full-time
students must complete at least 14 credits
in a semester, with at least 12 credits that
have been graded on a letter grade basis to
be eligible. Part-time students must com-
plete at least six credits during a semester.
Names followed by an asterisk denotes
with honors.

About Quinnipiac University

Quinnipiac is a private, coeducation-
al institution located 90 minutes north
of New York City and two hours from
Boston. The university enrolls 9,700
students in more than 100 degree pro-
grams through its Schools of Business,
Communications, Education, Computing
and Engineering, Health Sciences, Law,
Medicine, Nursing and the College of
Arts & Sciences. Quinnipiac is ranked
51st in The Wall Street Journal/College
Pulse "2026 Best Colleges in the U.S."
and is also recognized by U.S. News &

World Report and The Princeton Review's
"The Best 391 Colleges." The university
is expanding innovative programs for
both traditional and adult learners and
developing dynamic corporate partner-
ships. Quinnipiac recently completed a
significant capital expansion on its main
campus, including a state-of-the-art new
School of Business and an interdisci-
plinary science and innovation hub. For
more information, please visit qu.edu.
Connect with Quinnipiac on Facebook
and Instagram and follow Quinnipiac on
X @QuinnipiacU.

Nomination papers available for Southbridge election
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OPEN 10 CLOSE

SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8 am.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 am.-12 p.m.

JAcoB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 am.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25 will
be our last open Saturday until Labor
Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays .......oceveeeeererreenenns 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday ....cooovvvenieeninsieeesceceeines Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................... 8 am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)

Monday to Friday................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office ....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............ (800) 275-8777
ScHOOLS

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District
.................................................. (508) 943-6838
Charlton Elementary School

.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School

.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon — Thurs 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 —4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

¢ Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
¢ Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
¢ Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road,
248-4488 www.charltonbaptist.org,
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
¢ Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St. 248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale
(508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm. Daily
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
*Elm Street Congregational Church,
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone: 508-764-8085 ¢ Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
*Faith Baptist Church,
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
Phone number 508-764-6132,
Worship Service: Sunday 10::00 a.m.
¢ St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862,
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
¢ Assemblies of God Southern New England District
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
¢ Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street -
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
¢ Federated Church of Sturbridge and
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
* Bethlehem Lutheran Church-
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
* Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
*Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
*St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 & 8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church
(508) 765-3701
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Courage theme of Faith in Film
Series at Charlton Federated Church

CHARLTON
— Courage is
the theme of the
latest Faith in
Film series at the
Federated Church
of Charlton
(FCC). On the
third Friday of
each month at
6:30 p.m. the
public is invited
to view and dis-
cuss movies at
no charge. Each
showing includes
free refreshments

and a handout
with  pertinent
and interesting

information, key
concepts and dis-
cussion questions
about each film.
The Faith in
Film Series this
winter and spring
includes the fol-

lowing:
Feb. 20 -
“Selma” (2014)

— This historical
drama depicts the
1965 Selma to
Montgomery vot-
ing rights march-
es and the cour-
age of the black

clergy, including
the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr.,
at the heart of that
struggle. Directed
by Ava DuVernay
and written by
Paul Webb, the
film was nom-
inated for two
Academy Awards
and four Golden
Globe Awards.
March 20 -
“Mrs. Miniver”
(1942) - This
film portrays the
courage of ordi-
nary people as it
tells the story of
one English wom-
an’s struggle to
protect her fam-
ily during World
War II. Directed
by William Wyler
and starring Greer
Garson, Walter
Pigeon and
Theresa Wright,
the film was a
critical and a
commercial suc-
cess, becoming
the highest-gross-
ing film of 1942
and winning six
Academy Awards.

In 2006, the film
was ranked num-
ber 40 on the
American  Film
Institute's list
of most inspi-
rational movies
and was placed
on the National
Film Registry by
the Library of
Congress in 2009.

April 17
- “Finding
Nemo”  (2003)
— Created by
Pixar Animation
Studios for Walt
Disney Pictures,
this animated
movie depicts an
epic search for a
kidnapped son by
his father, both
are clownfish and
they are aided
by a dizzy, for-
getful regal blue
tang fish named
Dory. Featuring
the voices of
Albert  Brooks,
Ellen DeGeneres,
Alexander Gould,
Willem  Dafoe,
and Geoffrey
Rush it was direct-
ed by Andrew

Stanton, who
co-wrote it with
Bob Peterson, and
David Reynolds.
Finding Nemo
was the first film
to win an Oscar
in the category
of Best Animated
Feature.

May 15 — “The
General” (1926) —
This silent comedy
featuring Buster
Keaton who also
co-directed it with
Clyde Brickman
is based upon an
actual locomotive
chase that took
place during the
Civil War. While
the film was not
a commercial suc-
cess when it was
first released, it is
now recognized as
one of the greatest
films ever made.

June 19 -
“Drums  Along
the Mohawk”

(1939) — This is
the first color film
directed by John
Ford. It tells the
story of the fight
for American

Independence
along the Mohawk
River in upstate
New York. Based
on a very popular
novel of the same
name, it stars
Henry Fonda,
Colette Colbert,
John Carradine,
and Oscar-winner
Edna May Oliver.
This film will be
a perfect way for
us to celebrate
our nation’s 250th
anniversary a few
weeks later.
“While all dif-

ferent in tone,
each of these
films explore

what it means to
be courageous
and how that
attribute displays
itself in actions,”
said James David
Moran, curator of
the Faith in Film

Series.

He further
commented,
“This  program

explores the con-
cept of faith in
all its forms from
believing in God,

Students named to Champlain

BURLINGTON,
Vt. — The fol-
lowing students
have been named
to the Champlain
College Dean's
List for achieving
a grade point aver-
age of 3.5 or high-
er in the Fall 2025
semester.

College Dean’s List

Layne Holcomb
of Wales

Griffin Smith of
Fiskdale

Founded in 1878,
Champlain College
is a small, not-for-
profit, private col-
lege in Burlington,
Vermont, with
additional cam-

Dog licenses

now on sale

in Southbridge

SOUTHBRIDGE — Dog licenses are
now on sale for the Town of Southbridge

for the year 2026.

A one-year license for a non-altered
dog is $20. If the dog is spayed or
neutered, the price is $10 for a one-
year license. A certificate of spaying
or neutering must be shown for first-
time licenses. A current rabies vaccina-
tion certificate must be presented when

licensing dogs.

Dogs may be licensed through the
mail if all the paperwork is in order.
For more information, call the office of
the Town Clerk at (508) 764-5408. The
deadline to license your dog without
any late fees is April 30.

puses in Montreal,
Canada, and
Dublin, Ireland.
Champlain offers
a residential
undergraduate
experience from
its beautiful cam-
pus overlooking
Lake Champlain.
Additionally,
Champlain
College  Online
provides an expan-
sive portfolio of
online  degrees
and certificates,
reaching students
across all 50 states
and U.S. territo-

ries, while fos-
tering  strategic
partnerships with
forward-thinking
workforce orga-
nizations. The
College is known
for its distinc-
tive and innova-
tive approach to
career-focused
education and its
Upside-Down
Curriculum,
which helps stu-
dents be ready
for work, ready
for life, and ready
to make a differ-
ence. Champlain

is ranked as one
of the "Best
Colleges" by U.S.
News & World
Report for 2025,
and was named one
of the "Best 390
Colleges" by The
Princeton Review
for 2025, including
among its "Best
Northeastern col-
leges." For more
information, visit
www.champlain.
edu.

religion, institu-
tions, intellectu-
al concepts, and
people. Our aim is
to share important
works of cinema,
engage in a lively
conversation, and
have fun.”

Faith in
screenings
place in  the
Fellowship Hall
of the Church at
64 Main St . in
Charlton. For fur-
ther information

Film
take

please call the
Church at 508-
248-5550 or email
Pastor Shannan
Hudgins at pas-
tor@fed-church.
org.

About the FCC

The Federated
Church of
Charlton is a
federation of the
United Church
of Christ and
the Unitarian
Universalist
Association  in

Christian  wor-
ship together. The
Church descends
from several
churches active in
the Charlton com-
munity over the
centuries starting
in 1761. Worship
services are held
on Sunday morn-
ings at 10:30
a.m. The church
also has an active
Sunday  School
and youth pro-
gram.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

WULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

Aucoin
Ryan
Realty

Your Neighborhood

Realtor

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155 1-800-784-0445

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo @gmail.com

Spiro Thomo
Broker
Licensed 35+ years

508.765.0465
774.200.8043

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

CHARLIES

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 1/30 & SATURDAY 1/31

HALIBUT

AFTER 5:00 PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Gift

508-885-4033

[e]fe;M www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

[ —
VIsA

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 « Leicester, MA:

WINTER
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Fully Insured

- e

Gabriel
Age 10
Registration #8685

L . ’ @ . 1 a :
«meFrIEIa?s hI o ap o
Gabriel, who prefers to be called
Gabe, is a kind, fun-loving young
boy with a delightful sense of hu-
mor and a vivid imagination. He
has a natural curiosity and an en-
gaging personality that draws peo-
ple in right away.
Gabe enjoys building and creat-
ing with Legos, blocks, and Mag-
na-Tiles, but what he truly loves
most is playing with his Matchbox
cars and trucks. He also enjoys
spending time on his tablet, play-
ing video games, watching TV,
and exploring the outdoors. His
interests reflect both his creativity
and his energetic spirit.

Gabe often shines as a leader among his peers. He is confi-
dent, friendly, and eager to connect with others, happily striking
up conversations and asking thoughtful, endless questions. His
enthusiasm, openness, and playful nature make him a joy to be
around and easy to engage with.

https:/www.mareinc.org/child/21183284104

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help
children and teens in foster care.
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OPINION

Local business owners:

When Main— Don’t overlook retirement plans

Streets still matter

It is easy to talk about community in
abstract terms. It is harder to notice it
in the small, ordinary places where it
actually lives.

In towns like those that we call home,
community still shows up on Main
Street. It appears in the early-morning
lights of a storefront opening on a cold
day, in the familiar nod between neigh-
bors crossing paths on the sidewalk,
and in the quiet conversations that hap-
pen without ceremony in places people
return to week after week.

Main streets in small towns are not
just commercial corridors. They are
shared living rooms. They hold mem-
ories across generations. Buildings
change hands, signs are replaced, and
businesses evolve, but the streets them-
selves remain steady, anchoring towns
through decades of social and economic
change.

In recent years, it has become com-
mon to speak of online shopping as
inevitable and local retail as something
fragile or nostalgic. Convenience and
price matter, and no one pretends oth-
erwise. But what often goes unspoken
is what disappears when everything
moves elsewhere. When a storefront
goes dark, a town loses more than a
business. It loses a meeting place. It
loses a casual exchange of news. It
loses a layer of human connection that
cannot be replicated by a delivery box
on a porch.

Local businesses exist because they
serve real needs, but they also do some-
thing less visible. They sponsor youth
teams. They donate gift cards to school
fundraisers. They quietly help neigh-
bors in moments that never make it into
print. These gestures are not part of a
marketing strategy. They are part of
living in a town where people recognize
one another and care about what hap-
pens next door.

Main streets also shape how a town
feels about itself. A row of occupied
storefronts signals investment and sta-
bility. It tells residents that their town
is worth showing up for. That sense of
pride feeds civic life, from volunteer
boards to school events to neighborhood
conversations that build trust over time.

None of this means resisting change.
Towns that endure are the ones that
adapt. Many local businesses now blend
old-fashioned service with modern
tools, offering online ordering, flexible
hours, and new uses for familiar spac-
es. Adaptation does not erase character.
When done thoughtfully, it strengthens it.

Winter can make towns feel quieter,
especially after the holidays pass and
routines settle in. But quiet does not
mean empty. Lights are still on. Doors
are still opening. People are still choos-
ing, day by day, where to spend their
time and attention.

Those choices matter more than they
often seem. Where we meet a friend.
Where we buy a gift. Where we decide
to linger instead of rushing on. Main
streets survive not because of slogans or
campaigns, but because people continue
to use them, value them, and recognize
their role in the life of a community.

Paying attention to that is not senti-
mental. It is practical. And in towns like
ours, it is one of the simplest ways to
help keep community visible, familiar,
and real.

Letter submission
polic

Letters to the Editor must include
the author’s name, address, and a
daytime phone number for purpos-
es of verification in order to be
considered for publication. Only
the author’s name and the town in
which they reside will be published.
Letters submitted without all of the
required information will not be
accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements
and decency standards, and any sub-
mission may be rejected at any time
for any reason he or she might deem
appropriate.

If you’re a local business owner,
you’re juggling many priorities: grow-
ing revenue, managing expenses, sup-
porting your team and planning for
your own future. What if one tool could
help with all these goals?

A workplace retirement plan might
be that solution and can, directly or
indirectly, offer benefits that extend
beyond simple savings.

Double the tax advantages. Starting
a retirement plan can deliver immedi-
ate tax advantages. For the business,
employer contributions are tax-deduct-
ible. And as a participant in your com-
pany plan, your pretax salary deferrals
are excluded from income taxes; your
investments within the plan are tax-de-
ferred until distributed. Many plans
now offer Roth options that allow tax-
free withdrawals in retirement.

Local businesses may also qualify
for federal tax credits that help off-
set startup costs, employee education
expenses and plan administration fees.
Additional credits may be available for
auto-enrollment features and employer
contributions made during the plan’s
first five years.

A competitive edge in hiring. In
today’s labor market, offering a retire-
ment plan can differentiate your
business from competitors and help
improve employee retention.

Many plans also provide access to
financial education tools and resources,

FINANCIAL helping your
Focus employ-
TREVOR ees  make
NIELSEN informed

decisions
about sav-
ing, investing, and planning for retire-
ment. This support can lead to greater
employee satisfaction and productivity,
contributing to a positive work envi-
ronment for your business.

More flexible than state-sponsored
options. If you live in a state requiring
an employee retirement program, you
might be considering a state-sponsored
plan. While these programs can pro-
vide a starting point, they typically
offer fewer investment options, lower
contribution limits and limited design
flexibility.

Establishing your own workplace
retirement plan lets you customize
features for your business needs to
control administrative costs, set con-
tribution limits and offer employees a
wide range of investment options. This
added control in plan design can lead to
better outcomes for your business and
your employees.

Reducing a hidden risk in your own
retirement planning. Business owners
often have as much as 80 percent of
their net worth tied up in their busi-
nesses, according to the Exit Planning
Institute. While that demonstrates com-
mitment to success, it also creates

significant financial risk to the owner.

Relying solely on a future busi-
ness sale to fund your retirement can
be precarious. Market shifts, timing
challenges or limited buyer interest
could derail those plans. By building
personal assets through your employ-
er-sponsored retirement plan, you can
gain financial flexibility and reduce the
risk of having your retirement lifestyle
depend entirely on one event.

Getting started. With various retire-
ment plan options available, determin-
ing which one fits your business best
can feel overwhelming.

A qualified financial advisor can help
you navigate these decisions, explain-
ing the trade-offs between different
plan types and identifying which option
best suits your unique situation. They
can also help you understand eligibility
requirements and ensure the plan you
choose aligns with your business goals
and personal financial objectives.

Starting a workplace retirement plan
represents an investment in your future,
your employees, and the long-term suc-
cess of your business.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-
347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edward-
jones.com.

Lanterns Along Main Street

There is a certain sound that tells
you winter is finally losing its grip:
the slow, steady drip from the edge of
a roof. It is not dramatic. It does not
announce itself loudly. But once you
hear it, you know something important
is happening.

Around here, late winter has its own
personality. The snowbanks shrink one
cautious inch at a time. Mud season
starts knocking on the door. The sun
hangs around a little longer in the
evenings, giving us just enough light
to feel hopeful without quite letting us
relax yet. It is an in-between season,
and I have come to appreciate it more
as the years go by.

When I was younger, I wanted winter
gone the moment it arrived. I counted
down the days until spring with the
impatience of someone waiting for a
bus that never seems to come. Now, |
find myself paying closer attention to
the small signs of change. A patch of
grass reappearing along the edge of the
driveway. A bird returning to the feed-
er that I have not seen in months. The
first time I leave the house without my
heaviest coat and realize, halfway down
the steps, that I do not actually need it.

These small moments do not make
the weather report, but they shape our

LANTERNS
ALONG
MAIN STREET
By CHARLES

moods more than we realize. They
remind us that no season lasts forever.
Not the cold ones, and not the easy
ones either.

Living in small Massachusetts towns,
we are used to adapting. We shovel,
salt, scrape, and repeat. Then, without
much ceremony, we switch gears. Out
come the rakes and the garden gloves.
The snow brush gets tossed in the back
of the closet, and the lawn chairs qui-
etly reappear on porches. We do this
every year, almost automatically, yet it
always feels a little new.

There is something comforting about
that rhythm. It gives structure to time.
It teaches patience. It also teaches
humility, because no matter how many
winters we survive, the next one still
has the final say.

My wife likes to open the windows
on the first mild day, even when the
air is still a little sharp. She says the
house needs to “remember what fresh
air feels like.” I usually grumble about
the cold breeze, but I secretly enjoy it.
It smells like change. It sounds like the
start of something better.

We talk a lot about big goals and
fresh starts this time of year. But I
think the real reset happens quietly. It
happens when we take that first walk
without worrying about ice. When we
linger outside a little longer after work.
When we notice ourselves breathing
easier, not just because the air is warm-
er, but because the season is shifting in
our favor.

Late winter teaches a useful lesson.
You do not need everything to be per-
fect to move forward. You just need
enough light to see the next step.

So if you find yourself listening to
that drip from the roof or watching the
snow retreat from the corners of your
yard, take a moment to appreciate it. It
is not just water falling to the ground.
It is time moving on, slowly and steadi-
ly, the way it always has.

And that steady movement, even
when it is subtle, is often exactly what
we need most.

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today

774-200-7308

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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WINTER TODDLER TIME - Tuesdays
at 10:45am

A play-based story time where toddlers
will work on valuable skills with their care-
givers and socialize with kids their own
age. Sponsored by the Friends of the JHPL.
Through February 24.

WINTER BABY TIME - Wednesdays at
10:45

Join Ms. Meredith for songs, rhymes, fin-
gerplays and stories. For children 2 years and
younger with an adult caregiver. Sponsored
by the Friends of the JHPL. Through
February 25.

FRIDAY WINTER STORY TIME -
Fridays at 10:45

Stories, songs, rhymes and a craft.
Designed for children ages 3-5 years old but
open to kids of all ages with an adult caregiv-
er. Through February 20.

WEEKLY TECH HELP - Wednesdays
from 5:00pm to 7:00pm

Free hands-on tech assistance! Bring your
own device or use our available comput-
ers. We can assist with: Printing, E-mailing,
Microsoft Office Suite, Google Suite, word
processing, digitizing photos and scanning
documents, setting up eBooks and audio
books through Libby onto your tablet or
smartphone, device setup and updates, basic
smartphone and tablet use, accessing library
databases and resources, and more. Need
help with something else? Just ask! Please
note: This is BASIC tech assistance. We
cannot repair broken devices, recover lost
passwords, or enter your private information
(such as a bank number) online. Please have
your passwords ready.

Tuesday, February 3 - VIRTUAL - 1:45pm
to 2:45pm

UNSUNG HEROES OF CIVIL RIGHTS
WITH BILL THIERFLELDER

Have you heard of Nannie Helen
Burroughs, Pauli Murray, Ella Baker, or
Claudette Colvin? These individuals were
just as important in fueling the civil rights
movement as were the legendary historical
figures we learned about in school. This is a
virtual program and registration is required.

Wednesday, February 4 - 5:30pm to
7:30pm

COLOR ME CALM

Slow down, settle in, and color. Drop by
the library for a friendly, low-key coloring
session. We’ll provide a wide variety of
coloring pages and plenty of supplies. Come
explore a creative activity that has been
shown to support mindfulness and reduce
everyday stress. This program is suitable for
teens and adults.

Saturday, February 7 - 11:00am to 12:00pm
LET’S MEET... A FIREFIGHTER
David G. Martell and Stephen Joyce,

Joshua Hyde Public Library

Sturbridge's Deputy Fire Chief and SAFE
Educator respectively, are coming to visit
and talk about what it's like to work as a fire-
fighter. Children will have the chance to ask
questions, learn about fire safety, and make a
craft. Registration is required.

Saturday, February 7 - 1:00pm to 2:00pm

LANDSCAPING & GARDENING FOR
WILDLIFE

Discover how you can support local wild-
life by adopting wildlife-friendly gardening
practices in your home, business, and com-
munity. Registration is required. This pro-
gram is supported in part by a grant from the
Sturbridge Cultural Council.

Monday, February 9 - 3:30pm to 4:30pm

FAMILY CRAFT TIME: PAPER
QUILLING FOR KIDS

Kids are invited to try their hand at paper
quilling! We'll make a lovely heart card
perfect for gifting or displaying. For ages
7-12 with an adult caregiver. Registration is
required.

Tuesday, February 10 at 1:00pm

AFTERNOON BOOK GROUP

This month’s book is “An Unfinished
Love Story” by Doris Kearns Goodwin.

Thursday, February 12 - At the Publick
House - 6:30pm to 8:30pm

THENEWMENOPAUSE: DISCUSSION

Kelly Tull, WHNP-BC, CSC of the Venus
Collective-Women's Health & Intimacy, will
be leading a discussion featuring topics from
the book “The New Menopause: Navigating
Your Path Through Hormonal Change with
Purpose, Power & Facts” by Mary Clare
Haver, MD. You do NOT have to read the
book in order to participate! Registration is
required.

Saturday, February 14 - 10:30am to
11:30am

BOOK SIGNING WITH WALTER
HERSEE - TO DEFEND ALL THAT IS
DEAR

Sturbridge resident, Walter Hersee, will
discuss and read from his new book: To
Defend All That Is Dear: The Soldiers Who
Served Sturbridge, Massachusetts in the War
for Independence 1775-1783. Books will be
available for purchase at the event.

Tuesday, February 17 - 3:30pm to 4:30pm

KIDS CONCERT WITH MUSIC AT
THE BLISSFUL

Families are invited to come sing and
dance along with Evan Haller from Music
at the Blissful! This fun and highly engag-
ing concert is perfect for children ages 2-8.
Registration is required and children must be
accompanied by an adult caregiver.

Wednesday, February 18 - 2:00pm to
4:00pm

CLAY GNOMES
HAMELIN

Kids ages 6-12 will work with white clay,
transforming it into whimsical gnomes using
coils, pads, stamps and incising techniques

WITH RICK

for a perfect tactile texture. They will then
paint their gnomes with an array of non-tox-
ic acrylic colors, ensuring a vibrant finish.
Registration is required and children must be
accompanied by an adult caregiver.

Wednesday, February 18 at 6:30pm

ARMCHAIR TRAVELERS BOOK
GROUP

This month’s book is “Absolution” by
Alice McDermott.

Thursday, February 19 - 3:30pm to 4:30pm

MUMBET’S DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE

“Mumbet’s Declaration of Independence”
by Gretchen Woelfle will be read by a cos-
tumed OSV educator. Listen to the story of
Elizabeth Freeman who fought for and won
her freedom in Massachusetts and then create
an art piece about what freedom means to
you. Registration is required and children
must be accompanied by an adult caregiver.

Thursday, February 19 - 6:30pm to 7:30pm

FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM:
BOOK DISCUSSION

A discussion, led by Christine Onodi-
Engola, of the books “Up From Slavery” by
Booker T. Washington, ““12 Years a Slave” by
Solomon Northup, and “Incidents in the Life
of a Slave Girl” by Harriet Jacobs.

Friday, February 20 - 10:30am to 12:00pm

MANTRA INSECT SHADOW BOXES
WITH POP-UP ART SCHOOL

Pop-Up Art School will teach kids ages
8 to 14 about the French muralist Mantra.
Kids will then draw/paint their own realistic
or imaginative insects and mount them in a
paper shadow box. Registration is required
and children must be accompanied by a care-
giver. This program is supported in part by a
grant from the Sturbridge Cultural Council.

Saturday, February 21 - at the fire station -
11:00am to 12:00pm

DISCOVER THE FIRE STATION: A
BEHIND-THE-SCENES TOUR

Families are invited to the Sturbridge
Fire Department for a behind-the-scenes
tour! We'll meet at the front entrance of the
fire station at 1lam; please arrive on time.
Registration is required. This tour is designed
for kids ages 3-12 and their adult caregiver.

Monday, February 23 - 3:30pm to 4:30pm

FAMILY CRAFT TIME - PAPER
SQUISHIES

Kids, ages 5 to 12, and their caregivers
are invited to make their own squishy paper
friends! Squishies can be decorations or fun
toys. Making squishies is super fun and easy,
and a great way to keep kids entertained.

Monday, February 23 - 6:00pm to 8:00pm

PUZZLE RACE & PIZZA

8 teams of 2 to 6 people (ages 12+) will be
given the same 500 piece puzzle to finish in
the allotted 1.5 hours. The first team to com-
plete the puzzle wins! Pizza will be available

starting at 6pm, and the Puzzle Race starts
promptly at 6:30pm! One registration per
team is required.

Monday, February 23 - VIRTUAL -
7:00pm to 8:00pm

(HOW TO AVOID) “DEATH IN
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK WITH
AUTHOR RANDI MINETOR.

Randi, author of eight books, in the
non-fiction "Death in the National Parks"
series, explores the fatal mistakes people
make when they venture into unfamiliar wil-
derness. Collected here are some of the most
gripping accounts in park history and new
stories about people losing the battle with
natural forces or perishing from their own
folly. This is a virtual program and registra-
tion is required.

Tuesday, February 24 at 6:30pm

WORLD BUILDING BOOK GROUP

This month’s book is “The Adventures of
Amina Al-Safari” by S.S. Chakraborty.

Tuesday, February 24 - VIRTUAL -
7:00pm to 8:00pm

MATRIX PLANTING FOR HOME
GARDENERS WITH DEBORAH CHUD

Matrix planting is naturalistic gardening in
its purest form. This presentation provides a
starting point. This is a virtual program and
registration is required.

Thursday, February 26 - 6:00pm to 7:00pm

LEGO CLUB

Come build with Legos. Suitable for
kids ages 5 to 12 with an adult caregiver.
Registration is required.

Thursday, February 26 - at the Publick
House - 7:00pm to 8:30pm

EXPLORING  MASSACHUSETTS
PROPERTY RECORDS

This presentation introduces every-
day researchers to the fascinating world of
Massachusetts land records. Whether you’re
exploring genealogy or local history, land
records can help piece together the past in a
way few other sources can. This program is
presented in collaboration with the Historical
Society. This program is supported in part by
a grant from the Sturbridge Cultural Council.

Saturday, February 28 from 10:30am to
4:30pm & Sunday, March 1 - 12:30pm to
4:00pm

FRIENDS OF THE JHPL MINI-GOLF
FUNDRAISER

Get ready to showcase your skills by
joining the fun at the Friends of the JHPL's
indoor mini golf course! $5 per person. $20
max per family. Children 10 and under must
be accompanied by an adult. Support the
library by playing mini golf!

All programs are sponsored by the Friends
of the JHPL unless otherwise indicated.

To register for programs or for more infor-
mation go to sturbridgelibrary.org.

Embromlle |
Shayry

We're here to service all of youi‘ '
heat transfer and embroidery
needs, jobs big and small!

Edward Jones

Finding solutions for your financial needs.

We're just around the corner.

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

MKT-58940-A AECSPAD

Communty
Connection

570 MAIN STREET * RT 20 FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 = FAx: 508-347-6985

Member SIPC

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS'

Covmier JEWELERS

WEBUY GOLD

Trusted with
Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and
more since 1947!

—

42 Gentral St, Southhridge MA
(508] 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

JOHN DALY PLUMBING
The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

edwardjones.com

= 508-248-9797 Pr&pane
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL ~ PROPANE

MEEPREL.  Tanks Filled

Ll — $4.99 301-500...........$225 g 80%
50-75 sverrrs $3.49 500 PLUS v §2.10 )
76-150 v $2.95' DUE FUE v $375  Driver
151-300.00000ne $2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Monday price 1/26/26 was 53.48 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

Gall Us First!” w )
P l

*prices subject to change

e=E

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\(orin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ AL

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com e 508-764-7250

Located at CVS Plaza

rooked Creek F

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Ecolarium hosts Second Annual Free Community

Day, bringing USA Luge Team to Worcester

WORCESTER — The
EcoTarium welcomed
more than 1,100 excit-
ed visitors on Saturday,
January 24, 2026,
for a Free Admission
Community Day, made
possible through the gen-
erous support of Norton
| Saint-Gobain. Families
and guests of all ages
took advantage of a full
day of hands-on science,
nature exploration, and
a special luge experi-
ence with the USA Luge
Team, making it a high-
light of the weekend.

“The luge is a high-
speed physics lesson on
gravity, acceleration,
and aerodynamics”, said
EcoTarium  President
and CEO Noreen Smith.
“With the help of the
USA Olympic Luge
Team and Norton | Saint-
Gobain, visitors were
able to experience the
excitement of the sport
and meet some of the
athletes who inspire us
all.”

“Partnerships like ours
with Norton | Saint-
Gobain help us expand
how young people see
science, technology,
engineering, and math,”
said Katie Chappell,
Deputy Director of
Museum Operations at
the EcoTarium. “Working
together with the USA
Luge team allows us to
highlight the many ways
STEM connects to real-
world experiences like
winter sports and the
Olympics, while also
introducing youth and
families to career paths
they may not have previ-
ously considered.”

“We’re incredibly
excited to sponsor the
Norton Luge Challenge
with our partners at the
EcoTarium and the USA
Luge team. This event
captures the creativity,
teamwork, and engineer-
ing spirit behind winter
sports, and it’s a fun way
to share our enthusi-
asm as we look ahead
to the upcoming Winter
Games,” said Melanie
Bonsu, Community
Relations Manager,
Saint-Gobain Abrasives.

The Norton Luge
Challenge gave visitors
the opportunity to try out

the sport of luge under
the expert guidance of
the USA Luge Team
international medalists
and coaches. Participants
used  easy-to-maneu-
ver plastic sleds in a
safe, slope-side setting.
Helmets were provid-
ed to ensure a fun and
safe experience for all.
Adding to the high-ener-
gy atmosphere, the USA
Luge DJ kept the excite-
ment going with upbeat

music throughout the
event.

During the  Free
Admission Day spon-

sored by Norton | Saint-

Gobain,

visitors also
enjoyed full access to
the museum’s interactive
science exhibits, educa-
tional programming, and
planetarium shows, mak-
ing for an unforgettable
day of learning about
science, nature, and
outer space.

About The EcoTarium

The EcoTarium is
New England’s leading
museum of science and
nature, an indoor-out-
door experience dedicat-
ed to inspiring a passion
for science and nature
in visitors of all ages.

Founded in 1825 as one
of the oldest natural
history museums in the
country, the EcoTarium
has been a leader in
informal science and
nature education for 200
years. Highlights of the
45-acre Worcester cam-
pus include the science
center with three floors
of interactive exhib-
its; Alden Planetarium;
Science Discovery pro-
grams; extensive out-
door nature trails, wild-
life zoo, and habitats; a
seasonal railroad with
the Worcester Railers
Explorer Express Train;

and an extensive out-
door play exhibit,
Nature Explore®. The
EcoTarium is located
at 222 Harrington Way,
Worcester, MA 01604.
Parking is free, and
Museum admission tick-
ets may be purchased
online. The EcoTarium
is open Tuesday through
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

About
Abrasives

Saint-Gobain
Abrasives offers power-
ful, precise, user-friendly
solutions, which enable
customers to cut, shape
and finish all materi-
als in the most complex
and challenging applica-
tions. By working close-
ly with end-users and
grinding expert partners,
Saint-Gobain Abrasives
designs and provides
customized solutions to
secure the best option
for performance, cost
and safety. Leveraging
its global manufacturing
presence, Saint-Gobain
Abrasives serves its cus-
tomers locally through
its structured sales oper-
ations in over 27 coun-
tries, employing over
10,000 people.

Saint-Gobain

About USA Luge

Founded in 1979, USA
Luge is the national
governing body for the
Olympic sport of luge in
the United States. USA
Luge recruits, develops,
and supports athletes in
their pursuit of compet-
itive excellence while
promoting the sport
nationwide. To learn
more, visit usaluge.org

Annual Eagle Scout Recognition Dinner

celebrates achievements of young leaders
I,

Heart of New England, Scouting America Class of 2025 Eagle Scouts.

WORCESTER —
Heart of New England
Council, Scouting
America proudly hosted
the Annual Eagle Scout
Recognition Dinner at the
Hogan Campus Center
at Holy Cross College.
This prestigious event
honored the remarkable
achievements of the
newest class of Eagle
Scouts, the highest rank
attainable.

The evening was filled
with inspiring stories of
dedication, leadership,
and community service.
Distinguished  guests,
including local dignitar-
ies, community leaders,
and proud family mem-
bers, gathered to cele-
brate the hard work and
commitment of these
exceptional young indi-

viduals.

What it means to be an
Eagle Scout

Becoming an Eagle
Scout is a significant
milestone that represents
years of dedication, per-
severance, and personal
growth. To earn this rank,
a Scout must demonstrate
proficiency in various
skills, complete a series
of merit badges, and lead
a community service
project that benefits their
local area. The journey
to Eagle Scout fosters
leadership, responsibili-
ty, and a strong sense of
community.

Eagle Scouts are rec-
ognized for their ability
to set and achieve goals,
their commitment to ethi-
cal and moral values, and
their readiness to take on

challenges. This rank is
not only a testament to
their past achievements
but also a foundation for
future success in their
personal and profession-
al lives.

Among the local
Scouts who attended this
year’s ceremony were:

Troop 53, Auburn
Trevor Brooks, Patrick
Finan, Ryan Minor

Troop 101, Auburn
Ames Alvarado

Troop 1, Groton
James Esten, Timothy
Yafrate

Troop 3, Groton
Arthur Johnson,
George woODS

y

Y

Troop 106, Grafton
Caden Cacciapouti,
Austin McCormick

Troop 107, Grafton

Bennett Bredford,
Raghav Dave, Jackson
Margwarth, Jeremy
Soma Reddy

Troop 7219, Grafton
Morgan Gervais,
Kathryn Shultz

Troop 118, West
Brookfield
Ayden Mulcahy,

Stephen Lanne, Logan
Rodrigues

Troop 131, Sutton
Benjamin Furno

Troop 243, Sutton
Nathanael Furno,
Austin Gaska

Troop 161, Sturbridge

Christopher Hendrick,
Robert Powell, Jonah
Scherer

Troop 7163, Sturbridge

Shannon Finan,
Isabella McGrady,
Addison Oxman, Alison
Regan

Troop 238, East
Brookfield

Noah Clark

Troop 273, Dudley
Riley Lepage, Charles
Rollins III

Troop 316, Douglas
Justin Dooner

Troop 338, Charlton
Daniel Harris, Zackery
Kelleher, Adam Rydlak

Courtesy

About Heart of New
England Council,
Scouting America

Heart of New England
Council is a 501(c)(3)
organization that serves
about 4,000 boys and
girls in more than 60
communities in central
Massachusetts. We pro-
vide the nation’s fore-
most program that teach-
es young people charac-
ter, leadership, and citi-
zenship through fun and
exciting adventures for
the entire family. We fos-
ter a culture of diversity
and inclusion that makes
it enriching to partici-
pate, volunteer and work
in the Scouting program.
Visit www.hnescouting.
org for more informa-
tion.
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Saint Joseph School seventh graders win MLK

poetry honors at Worcester State University

WEBSTER Two Saint Joseph
School seventh graders were recog-
nized as winners in Worcester State
University’s 32nd Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Celebration Poetry
Contest, centered on this year’s theme:
“Voices of the Future: Bold Roots,
Brave Leaders.”

Abby Rubin (daughter of Mark and
Agnes Rubin of Webster) and James
Miranda (son of Thiago and Alyssa
Miranda of Douglas) were selected as
two of only 25 winners from hundreds
of entries submitted by students in
Grades 7-12 from Worcester Public
Schools and schools in the Diocese of
Worcester.

The poetry contest invited students to
reflect on Dr. King’s enduring legacy
of equality, justice, and nonviolence,
asking how young people will use their
voices to continue his dream. Entries
were reviewed by the MLK Jr. Poetry

Courtesy

(Right) Saint Joseph School seventh grade stu-
dents Abby Rubin and James Miranda proud-
ly display their winner certificates after being
honored in Worcester State University’s 32nd
Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
Poetry Contest on Jan. 17.

Bay Path nurse and educator honored at UMass Chan
Medical School’s 38th Annual MLK Jr. Tribute

WORCESTER UMass Chan
Medical School held its 38th annual
tribute to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Jan. 26, celebrating the inter-
section of healthcare, service, and
social justice. The virtual ceremony
was highlighted by the recognition of
Elizabeth Mirekuaa Lartey, an alum-
na and dedicated Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy educator, and UMass
Chan doctoral student, as a recipient of
the 2026 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Student Service Recognition Award.

Lartey, a resident of Worcester and a
second-year Doctor of Nursing Practice
(DNP) student at the Tan Chingfen
Graduate School of Nursing, was
selected from a record-breaking pool
of nominees. The award recognizes stu-
dents whose community-focused proj-
ects and clinical dedication significant-
ly advance health equity and justice in
the Worcester area.

“Elizabeth’s work truly stood out
for its dedication, impact, and com-
mitment to health equity,” the Service
Subcommittee noted during the selec-
tion process. “Her efforts honor the
enduring legacy of Dr. King by advanc-
ing justice through service to others.”

A career rooted in community and
care

Lartey’s recognition comes as she
balances a rigorous academic load with
a deep commitment to the nursing pro-
fession. She currently serves as a Med/
Surg Charge Nurse at UMass Memorial
Medical Center and has been a vital men-
tor to the next generation of healthcare
workers when she worked as an Adjunct
Faculty member at Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy. With a professional
history spanning long-term care at Life
Care Center of Auburn to specimen
analysis at Quest Diagnostics, Lartey
has consistently focused on patient edu-
cation and therapeutic communication.
Her current academic work, where she
maintains a 3.83 GPA, focuses on the
Family Nurse Practitioner specializa-
tion to further serve the diverse needs
of Massachusetts families.

Ceremony highlights

The event featured a keynote address
by Jennifer Bradford, MD, assistant
professor of family medicine and
community health, who spoke on the
importance of mission-aligned impact.
Following the keynote, Dean Terence
R. Flotte presented the service awards,

——

Elizabeth Mirkuaa

emphasizing the school’s commitment
to Dr. King’s vision of a "Beloved
Community."

The annual tribute remains a cor-
nerstone of the UMass Chan calendar,
reinforcing the institution's mission to
prioritize underserved populations and
foster a culture of inclusive excellence

Courtesy Photo

in medicine.

About UMass Chan Medical School

UMass Chan Medical School is the
state’s first and only public medical
school, consistently ranked as a top-ti-
er institution for primary care educa-
tion and a global leader in biomedical
research.

Committee, a panel of educators, uni-
versity students, and community mem-
bers. Judging criteria included creativi-
ty, originality, style, and connection to
the theme.

Saint Joseph School’s Grades 6-8
Language Arts teacher, Mrs. Karen
Lefebvre, encouraged students to par-
ticipate. In mid-December, the school
was notified that Abby’s winning poem,
“Dr. King’s Words,” and James’ win-
ning poem, “Equality for All,” were
selected.

James writes, “We show his dream
matters by speaking up, even when our
voices shake a little.”

Abby emphasizes peaceful courage,
writing, “He taught us how to use love
not violence, to show how you will
fight with words not fists.”

Rubin and Miranda and their par-
ents attended the award ceremony with
Saint Joseph School Principal Mrs.
Beth Boudreau and Mrs. Lefebvre on
Saturday, Jan. 17 at Worcester State
University, where each student received
a certificate from Congressman James
McGovern and a $50 Amazon gift card.

“Abby and James captured Dr. King’s
message in a way that feels both hope-
ful and urgent,” said Boudreau. “Their
words reflect what we encourage every
day at Saint Joseph School: to live with
faith, treat others with respect, and take
responsibility for making the world
more just.”

Saint Joseph School congratulates
both students on the honor and applauds
the many student participants who used
poetry to share their voices and lead-
ership.

Local student earns
Dean’s List

recognition at

Norwich University

NORTHFIELD,
Vt. Norwich
University
is pleased to
announce that
Richard Noel, of
Wales, has earned
Dean's List honors
for the Fall 2025
semester. Founded
in 1819, Norwich
University is rec-
ognized for its
emphasis on expe-
riential education
and  leadership
development.

Dean's List
recognition is
awarded to full-
time undergradu-
ate students who
achieve a semester
grade point aver-
age of 3.4 or high-
er, acknowledging
sustained academ-
ic achievement
and dedication to
scholarly success.

About Norwich
University
Norwich

University is a
diversified aca-
demic institution
that educates tra-
ditional-age stu-
dents and adults in
a Corps of Cadets
and as civilians.
Norwich offers a
broad selection
of traditional and
distance-learning
programs culmi-
nating in baccalau-
reate and graduate
degrees. Norwich
University  was
founded in 1819
by Captain Alden
Partridge of the
U.S. Army and
is the oldest pri-
vate military col-
lege in the United
States of America.
Norwich is one of
our nation's six
senior  military
colleges and the
birthplace of the
Reserve Officers'
Training  Corps
(ROTC). www.
norwich.edu
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Arbor Day Foundation tips hat to The Overlook

CHARLTON — The
Arbor Day Foundation
recently named The
Overlook in Charlton a
2025 Tree Campus for its
dedication to enhancing
community well-being
through tree education,
investment and commu-

nity engagement. The
Overlook is a continuing
care retirement commu-
nity.

The Arbor Day
Foundation (ADF) is a
global nonprofit with a
mission to inspire people
to plant, nurture and cele-

Springfield College

recognizes Dean’s List
students for Fall Semester

SPRINGFIELD —
Springfield College
Recognizes Dean's List
Students for the 2025
Fall Semester.

Springfield College has
named Madison Haffty
from Fiskdale to the
dean's list for academic
excellence for the 2025
fall semester.

Haffty has a primary
major of Health Science
/ Pre-PA.

Springfield College has
named Katherine Wade
from Sturbridge to the
dean's list for academic
excellence for the 2025
fall semester.

Wade has a primary
major of Communication
Sci & Disorders.

Springfield College has
named Morgan Izbicki

from Charlton to the
dean's list for academic
excellence for the 2025
fall semester.

Izbicki has a primary
major of Health Science.

The criteria for selec-
tion to the Dean's List are
as follows: The student
must have completed a
minimum of 12 credit
hours of graded course-
work for the term, exclu-
sive of "P" grades. The
student must not have
any incompletes or miss-
ing grades in the desig-
nated term. The student
must have a minimum
semester grade average
of 3.500 for the term.
Student must not have
been barred from Dean's
List due to disciplinary
action.

brate trees. Its network of
more than a million sup-
porters and partners has
helped the organization
plant more than 500 mil-
lion trees in forests and
communities across more
than 60 countries since
1972. The Tree Campus
program recognizes
schools, universities, and
healthcare facilities that
utilize trees to improve
their communities.
“Healthcare institu-
tions like The Overlook
are at the forefront of
recognizing the profound
impact nature can have
on human health,” said
Michelle Saulnier, vice
president of programs

at the ADF. “By inte-
grating trees and green
spaces into their cam-
puses, facilities like The
Overlook are not only
creating healing environ-
ments today, but they are
also building a founda-
tion for healthier, more
resilient communities in
the future.”

Trees and green spaces
are proven to improve
health outcomes and
reduce stress for both
patients and caretakers.
Trees also provide pro-
found layers of good for
the greater communi-
ty, including combating
extreme heat, improving
air quality, and reducing

flooding impacts.

To earn Tree Campus
recognition from the
ADF, a healthcare insti-
tution must uphold five
core standards including
establish a tree adviso-
ry committee, maintain
a facility tree care plan,
complete a community
forestry project, sponsor
a celebration event that
highlights the connection
between trees and human
health, and invest in a
campus tree program.

The application for
this status was submit-
ted to the Arbor Day
Foundation by Dana
Gould, resident and chair
of The Overlook’s Tree

Advisory  Committee,
which he organized two
years ago. The Committee
is comprised of residents,
members of Overlook
management, the facili-
ty’s groundskeeper and
an arborist, and advis-
es management on ways
to maintain the trees on
the developed part of the
campus as well care for
its hundreds of acres of
forest.

The trees on its devel-
oped campus were sur-
veyed and tagged last fall
by Bartlett Tree Experts
through a generous grant
from Babe’s Landscape
& Construction.

Area residents named to Dean’s List

at University of New England

BIDDEFORD/
PORTLAND, Maine —
The following students
have been named to
the University of New
England’s Dean’s List
for the fall semester
2025. Dean’s List stu-
dents have attained a
grade point average of
3.3 or better out of a pos-
sible 4.0 at the end of the
semester.

Charlton

Josie Ducharme
Bridget Hast
Emily LeBrun

Wales
Leanna Matczak

The University of New
England is Maine’s larg-
est independent univer-
sity, with two beauti-
ful coastal campuses in

Maine, a one-of-a-kind
study-abroad campus
in Tangier, Morocco,
and an array of flexible
online offerings. In an
uncommonly welcoming
and supportive commu-
nity, we offer hands-on
learning, empowering
students to make a pos-
itive impact in a world
full of challenges. We are
the state’s top provider

of health professionals
and home to Maine’s
only medical and den-
tal colleges, a variety of
other interprofessionally
aligned health care pro-
grams, and nationally
recognized programs in
the marine sciences, the
natural and social scienc-
es, business, the human-
ities, and the arts. Visit
www.une.edu.

LEGALS

The Brimfield ZBA will hold a public
hearing at 5:00 pm on February 23,
2026 at the Hitchcock Free Academy,
2 Brookfield Rd, Brimfield on behalf
of Christopher and Crystal Harry of
212 East Hill Rd. Assessor’s parcel
5-A-4.2, Book 19519, Page 438. The
applicants are seeking reversal of
zoning enforcement actions pertaining
to their home-based auto detailing
business in the AR district. Abutters
are welcome to attend and share
feedback.

January 30, 2026

February 6, 2026

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power
of Sale contained in a certain Mortgage
given by Ben Wright and Heather Wright
to Champion Mortgage, a Division of
Keybank National Association, dated
November 25, 2005 and recorded
with the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds at Book
37952, Page 128, subsequent-
ly assigned to Household Finance
Corp II by Champion Mortgage, a
division of Keybank, NA, A National
Bank by assignment recorded in said
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds at Book 40970, Page
240, subsequently assigned to DLJ
Mortgage Capital, Inc. by Household
Finance Corporation Il by assignment
recorded in said Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
at Book 55824, Page 293, subse-
quently assigned to U.S. Bank National
Association, as indenture trustee,
for the CIM Trust 2016-1, Mortgage-
Backed Notes, Series 2016-1 by DLJ
Mortgage Capital, Inc. by assignment
recorded in said Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
at Book 60063, Page 29, subsequent-
ly assigned to U.S. Bank National
Association, not in its individual capaci-
ty but solely in its capacity as indenture
trustee of CIM Trust 2021-NR1 by U.S.
Bank National Association, as inden-
ture trustee, for the CIM Trust 2016-1,
Mortgage-Backed Notes, Series 2016-
1 by assignment recorded in said
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds at Book 66663,
Page 144, subsequently assigned to
U.S. Bank Trust Company, National
Association, as Trustee, as succes-
sor-ininterest to U.S. Bank National
Association, not in its individual capac-
ity but solely in its capacity as Indenture
Trustee of CIM Trust 2021-NR1 by
U.S. Bank National Association, not
in its individual capacity but solely in
its capacity as indenture trustee of
CIM Trust 2021-NR1 by assignment
recorded in said Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
at Book 70920, Page 1, subsequently
assigned to U.S. Bank Trust Company,
National Association, not in its individu-
al capacity but solely in its capacity as
Indenture Trustee of CIM Trust 2025-
NR1 by U.S. Bank Trust Company,
National Association, as Trustee, as
successor-in-interest to U.S. Bank

National Association, not in its indi-
vidual capacity but solely in its capac-
ity as Indenture Trustee of CIM Trust
2021-NR1 by assignment recorded
in said Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds at Book
71976, Page 325 for breach of the
conditions of said Mortgage and for
the purpose of foreclosing same will
be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM
on February 19, 2026 at 8 Simpson
Street, Sturbridge, MA, all and sin-
gular the premises described in said
Mortgage, to wit:

ALL THAT PARCEL OF LAND IN

TOWNSHIP OF STURBRIDGE,
WORCESTER COUNTY,
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS, AS MORE FULLY
DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 34734,
PAGE 297, ID# 588-35E43-008,
BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED
AS LOTS NUMBERED 175, 176, 177,
178 AND 179 AS NUMBERED AND
SHOWN UPON A PLAN OF LOTS OF
BELLEVUE PLAT MADE FOR EAGLE
REALTY COMPANY BY MITCHELL
AND GENEREUX, ENGINEERS,
DATED MAY 1919 AND RECORDED
WITH THE WORCESTER DISTRIST
REGISTRY OF DEEDS PLAN BOOK
33, PAGE 15. LOTS NO. 175, 176,
177, 178 AND 179. BY FEE SIMPLE
DEED FROM JOHN W. GILES AS SET
FORTH IN BOOK 34734 PACE 297
DATED 09/09/2004 AND RECORDED
09/30/2004, WORCESTER COUNTY
RECORDS, COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS.

The premises are to be sold subject to
and with the benefit of all easements,
restrictions, encroachments, building
and zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, water bills, municipal liens
and assessments, rights of tenants
and parties in possession, and attor-
ney’s fees and costs.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARSAND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00)
in the form of a certified check, bank
treasurer’s check or money order will
be required to be delivered at or before
the time the bid is offered. The suc-
cessful bidder will be required to exe-
cute a Foreclosure Sale Agreement
immediately after the close of the
bidding. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid within thirty (30)
days from the sale date in the form
of a certified check, bank treasurer’s
check or other check satisfactory to
Mortgagee’s attorney. The Mortgagee
reserves the right to bid at the sale,
to reject any and all bids, to continue
the sale and to amend the terms of the
sale by written or oral announcement
made before or during the foreclosure
sale. If the sale is set aside for any rea-
son, the Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to a return of the deposit
paid. The purchaser shall have no fur-
ther recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s
attorney. The description of the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage shall
control in the event of an error in this
publication. TIME WILL BE OF THE

ESSENCE.

Other terms, if any, to be announced
at the sale.

U.S. Bank Trust Company, National
Association, not in its individual capac-
ity but solely in its capacity as Indenture
Trustee of CIM Trust 2025-NR1
Present Holder of said Mortgage,

By Its Attorneys,

ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC

PO Box 540540

Waltham, MA 02454

Phone: (781) 790-7800

20-006878

January 29, 2026

February 5, 2026

February 12, 2026

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
LEASE OF THE DINER AT
THE SOUTHBRIDGE MUNICIPAL
AIRPORT REQUEST
FOR PROPOSALS

The Town Manager for the Town of
Southbridge (the “Town”) is solicit-
ing sealed proposals for the Lease of
the Diner located at the Southbridge
Municipal Airport. Proposals will be
received by the office of the Town
Manager, 41 Elm Street, Town of
Southbridge, MA 01550 until 4:00 PM
local time on Thursday, February 19,
2026 at which time and place they will
be publicly opened and read aloud. All
proposals shall be enclosed in an en-
velope which is clearly marked: “Town
of Southbridge Proposal for Lease of
the Diner at the Southbridge Municipal
Airport”_ Fax_or_e-mail submissions
will not be accepted. With proposal,
please include Company name, ad-
dress, main contact name, phone and
email address.

The diner is 50’s vintage with a stain-
less interior and is 680 sq. feet. It has
a counter with stools and tables for
seating with a grill behind the count-
er. There are (2) bathrooms. Also,
there is a 264 sq. foot additional dining
room attached with a handicap bath-
room. There is also a 62 sq. foot ful-
ly equipped kitchen. In the basement,
there is a large walk-in refrigerator and
several smaller freezers. There is am-
ple parking. The diner is located on the
property of the Southbridge Municipal
Airport at 220 Airport Access Road,
Southbridge, MA 01550.

Proposal packages may be obtained
from the Office of the Town Manager,
Monday through Wednesday between
the hours of 8:00AM and 4:00 PM,
Thursday from 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.
and Friday 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM (Hol-
idays excepted). The RFP documents
may also be obtained from the Town

website at https://www.ci.southbridge.
ma.us/Bids.aspx, by contacting the
Town Manager’s Office at townman-
ager@southbridgemass.org via phone
(508) 764-5405. The Town reserves
the right to reject any and all proposals
if it is deemed to be in the best interest
of the Town to do so.

January 29, 2026

MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue of and in execution of the
Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by 174 HAMILTON
STREET LLC to Alpha Real Estate
Lending LLC, dated April 11, 2024
and recorded with the Worcester South
District Registry of Deeds in Book
70392, Page 189 of which mortgage
Alpha Real Estate Lending LLC is
the present holder for breach of con-
ditions of said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing the same, the
mortgaged premises located at 174
Hamilton Street, Southbridge, MA will
be sold at a Public Auction at 1:00 PM
on February 9, 2026, at the mortgaged
premises, more particularly described
below, all and singular the premises
described in said mortgage, to wit:
The land, with all buildings and improve-
ments thereon, situated in Southbridge,
Worcester County, Massachusetts,
bounded and described as follows:
The land in said Southbridge with the
buildings thereon, situated on the east-
erly side of Hamilton Street, bounded
and described as follows:
BEGINNING at the northwesterly
corner thereof, at a drill hole in the
stone curbing on the easterly line of
Hamilton Street at land of Southbridge
& Webster Plumbing Co., Inc., formerly
of Elizabeth A. Bourdelais; THENCE
easterly by land of said Southbridge
& Webster Plumbing Cop., Inc., about
193 feet to an iron pin in the ground at
the westerly line of the locate in of the
New York, New Haven and Hartford
Railroad; THENCE southerly by said
Railroad location about 80 feet to
land of Tetreault, formerly of John J.
O’Shaughnessy: THENCE westerly by
said Tetreault land 200 feet more or
less to the easterly line of Hamilton
Street; THENCE northerly by the east-
erly line of Hamilton Street 80 feet to
the point of beginning.
Terms of the Sale: Cash, cashier’s or
certified check in the sum of $10,000.00
as a deposit must be shown at the time
and place of the sale in order to qualify
as a bidder (the mortgage holder and
its designee(s) are exempt from this
requirement); high bidder to sign writ-
ten Memorandum of Sale upon accep-
tance of bid; balance of purchase price
payable in cash or current funds in
thirty (30) days from the date of the
sale at the offices of mortgagee’s attor-
ney, Taft & McSally, LLP, 21 Garden
City Drive, Cranston, Rl 02920 or such
other time as may be designated by
mortgagee.
Other terms to be announced at the
sale.
Alpha Real Estate Lending LLC
Present holder of said mortgage, by its
attorney
John V. McGreen
Taft & McSally, LLP
21 Garden City Drive
Cranston, Rl 02920
(401) 946-3800
January 15, 2026
January 22, 2026
January 29, 2026
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Charlton Cultural Council awards grants

CHARLTON — Rep.John
Marsi and Angela Casasanto,
chair of the Charlton Cultural
Council, have announced the
award of 16 grants totaling
$9.,245, for cultural programs
in Charlton.

Below is a complete list of
recipients and grant amounts.

The Charlton Cultural
Council is part of a net-
work of 329 Local Cultural
Councils (LCCs) serving all
351 cities and towns in the
Commonwealth. The LCC
Program is the nation's largest
grassroots cultural funding
network, supporting thou-
sands of community-based
projects in the arts, human-
ities, and sciences every year.
The state legislature provides
an annual appropriation to
Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency which then allo-
cates funds to each commu-
nity.

A board of municipally
appointed volunteers makes
decisions about which activ-
ities to support at the com-
munity level. The Charlton
Cultural Council members
are:

Angela Casasanto, Chair

Kathleen Hylka, Co-Chair

John Lucy, Treasurer

William Arsenault,
Member

Bruce Menin, Member

Annette Mitchell, Member

Lisa Aube, Member

Kenny Laferriere, Member

“I'm very excited to be
working with the Charlton
Cultural Council — there are
so many deserving projects
that deserve the attention.
It’s extremely important to
support our local community
arts and cultural programs —
they benefit everyone in our
town and beyond. Thank

you to all who serve on the
CCC!” said Marsi.

Every year this grant fund-
ing supports many grass-
roots activities: concerts,
exhibitions, radio and video
productions, field trips for
schoolchildren, after school
youth programs, writing
workshops, historical preser-
vation efforts, lectures, First
Night celebrations, nature
and science education pro-
grams for families, and town
festivals. Nearly half of LCC
funds support educational
activities for young people.

The Charlton Cultural
Council will seek applica-
tions again in the fall. For
guidelines and complete
information on the CCC,
contact Angela Casasanto
at cultural.council@town-
ofcharlton.net. Applications
and more information about
the Local Cultural Council
Program are available online
at www.massculturalcouncil.
org.

This year's grantees
include:

George Baker, Dixie
Stomp Concert

Michelle Chalmers, Race:
The Power of an Illusion
Documentary

Charlton Middle School,
Grade 5 “Back in Time”
Field Trip

Charlton Public Library,
Grow Your Mind at the
Charlton Public Library

Daniel Kirouac, The Music
of McCartney: The World’s
Most Successful Songwriter

David Maloof, Music +
Education Event

James Manning, Stomp,
Chomp and Read

MUSIC Dance.edu,
Hip Hop Chair Dance for
Seniors!

Elizabeth Nelson, Belly
Dancing for Seniors!

Amy Paquette, Canvases
for Artist Residency

Pasture Prime Players,

“Step Right Up!” A Circus
Creation Camp

John Porcino, To Life!:
Celebration in Story, Song
and Music

Lisa  Shea, Writing/
Publishing/Marketing
Workshop Series

The Space Consortium
Inc, Space Science Outreach

for Children
Timothy Van Egmond,
Concert at the Senior Center
Matt  York, Classic
Country Music Review

St. Anne — St. Patrick’s Calendar Raffle celebrates Lucky Month

STURBRIDGE — St.
Anne — St. Patrick Parish
is celebrating the month of
March with a St. Patrick’s
Day Calendar raffle. One
lucky winner will be drawn
each day. The winning ticket
will be reentered for more
chances to win. Raffle tickets
are $10 each.

The calendar features four
$100 prizes drawn every
Saturday in March as well as
several random cash prizes
throughout the month. On

St. Patrick’s Day, the lucky
winner will receive $500.

Other prizes include gift
cards to St. Anne’s Gift
Shop, Tutti Quanti, Napoli’s
Pizzeria, Elm Street Café,
Big Bunny Supermarket,
Nova’s Restaurant Holland,
Publick House, and tickets
to Entertainment Luxury
Theater.

Raffle tickets may be pur-
chased in the St. Anne Gift
Shop and in the St. Anne —
St. Patrick office. Proceeds

benefit St. Anne — St. Patrick
Parish.

St. Anne - St. Patrick
Parish is an active parish
community. It offers daily
Mass for worship, religious
education, and communi-
ty ministries. It welcomes
visitors to St. Anne Shrine,
the new Memorial for the
Unborn, the Hall of Saints,
the Russian Icon Exhibit,
the Votive Chapel, the
Generations Statue, and the
Angel of Hope Monument.

Our pilgrims feel at peace
walking the ground, includ-
ing the Stations of the Cross
and the Holy Stairs. And
weather permitting, pilgrims
also have access to a picnic
grove. The Daily Rosary is
recited at 3 p.m. in the St.
Patrick Chapel, and week-
end Masses are celebrated
in its outdoor pavilion in the
summer. Its religious gift
shop is open every day from
10am.-5pm.

Local West Virginia University student

graduates, earns President’s List honor

MORGANTOWN, W.V.
— Kyle LeBlanc of Charlton
graduated from West Virginia
University on December 20,
2025, with a B.S. in Business
Administration.

LeBlanc also graduated
with minors in Marketing
and Communications.
Additionally, he earned a
spot on the Presidents List.
Outstanding undergradu-
ate academic achievement
is recognized by awarding
President’s List status to
students who obtain a 4.0
GPA in a semester. Only the
highest honor is awarded,
and it will be noted in the
transcript. Students must be
enrolled in 12 credit hours or
more o graded courses to be
eligible for such recognition

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs

Beautiful,

Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
| 1 KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

with no grades of I (incom-
plete), NR (not reported), or
W (withdrawal).

West Virginia University
is the premier land-grant
institution in the 21st centu-
ry and delivers high-quality
education, excels in discov-

ery and innovation, models
a culture of diversity and
inclusion, promotes health
and vitality and builds path-
ways for the exchange of
knowledge and opportunity
between the state, the nation
and the world. Founded

in 1867, WVU is home to
more than 30,000 students
and has nearly 200,000
graduates shaping our world
each day. For more informa-
tion on WVU, visit http://
about.wvu.edu.

McLaughlin of Charlton named to the Regis College Dean’s List

WESTON —  Regis
College today recogniz-
es Emma McLaughlin, of
Charlton, whose academic
excellence and commitment
to learning have earned them
a place on the fall 2025
Dean's List.

To qualify for the Dean's
List, students must earn a
GPA of 3.5 or higher. First-
year students qualify with a
GPA of 3.25 or higher.

BUILDER

"Earning recognition on
the Dean's List reflects the
discipline, curiosity, and per-
severance students bring to
their academic work," said
Mary Erina Driscoll, PhD,
Provost and Vice President
of Academic Affairs. "At
Regis, learning is not just
about mastering coursework
but about developing the
intellectual rigor and sense of
purpose that will guide stu-

dents long after graduation."

Founded by the Sisters of
St. Joseph nearly a century
ago, Regis College educates
students to lead with integri-
ty, purpose, and compassion.
Through an inclusive and
innovative learning commu-
nity, Regis prepares grad-
uates to build meaningful
careers and make a positive
impact in the world.
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Area reps co-sponsor comprehensive energy reform

bill to lower costs for Massachusetts ratepayers
Will generate savings of about $147 million in first year and $2.38 Billion over 10 years

BOSTON — State
Representatives Paul
K. Frost (R-Auburn),

Donald R. Berthiaume, Jr.
(R- Spencer), Joseph D.
McKenna (R-Sutton) and
John J. Marsi (R-Charlton)
are co-sponsoring com-
prehensive energy reform
legislation put forth by
Republican State Legislators
to provide financial relief
to Massachusetts ratepayers
who are struggling to pay
high energy bills. The pro-
posal would generate energy
bill savings of about $147
million in the first year and
$2.38 billion over 10 years
for Massachusetts residents
and businesses.

House Docket 5554, An
Act addressing energy costs,
transparency, and sustain-
ability, was recently filed
by Representative Frost,
Representative Berthiaume,
Representative  McKenna
and Representative Marsi
along with their Republican
colleagues. It contains a
series of reforms to address

rising energy costs in
Massachusetts  including
proposals to restructure the
Mass Save program, allow
older homeowners and rent-
ers to factor in a portion of
their utility bills to deter-
mine their eligibility for the
Senior Circuit Breaker tax
credit, and provide more cost
transparency for consumers.

Frost commented,
“Massachusetts  residents
and small businesses are get-
ting crushed by some of the
highest energy costs in our
nation. Everyone is strug-
gling to heat and power their
homes. Businesses, especial-
ly small businesses, face dif-
ficult challenges as well and
are forced to decide wheth-
er to pass those increased
energy expenses onto their
customers or cut elsewhere
to get by. Our bill provides
both short-term and long-
term savings and relief for
everyone.”

“Massachusetts has some
of the best schools, colleges,
hospitals, businesses, sports

Samaritan’s Purse celebrates

12.2 million Operation
Christmas Child shoebox gifts

REGION — Samaritan’s
Purse is celebrating a successful
season after collecting 12.2 mil-
lion Operation Christmas Child
shoebox gifts in 2025, sharing
the love of Jesus with children
in need around the world.

The milestone reflects the gen-
erosity of millions of shoebox
packers helping to fill shoebox
gifts with toys, school supplies
and personal care items. Across
the U.S., the project collected
109 million shoebox gifts in
2025. Combined with those col-
lected from partnering countries,
the ministry is now sending over
12.2 million shoebox gifts to
children worldwide, including
those whose lives were turned
upside down by Hurricane
Melissa, a category 5 storm that
recently struck Jamaica.

“Each shoebox gift is an
opportunity to remind boys
and girls around the world
that God loves them,” said
Franklin Graham, president
of Samaritan’s Purse. “We are
so thankful for the generosity
of every person who packed a
shoebox. These gifts are bring-
ing joy and the hope of the
Gospel to children in need.”

For many children, a shoe-
box gift is the first gift they
have ever received. Each one is
a tangible expression of God’s

Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
774-200-7308

love, offering hope to children
facing war, poverty, disease and
disaster. Since 1993, Operation
Christmas Child has collected
and delivered more than 244
million gift-filled shoeboxes to
children in more than 170 coun-
tries and territories.

While local drop-off loca-
tions are closed until National
Collection Week, Nov. 16 — 23,
anyone can participate year-
round by packing a shoebox
gift online at samaritanspurse.
org/buildonline. These shoe-
box gifts built online go to the
hardest-to-reach areas in the
world—whether deep jungles,
city slums, or steep mountain-
sides.

Information about ways to get
involved year-round can also be
found at samaritanspurse.org/
occ.

Operation Christmas Child,
a project of Samaritan’s Purse,
seeks to demonstrate God’s love
in a tangible way to children
in need around the world and,
together with the local church
worldwide, to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Since
1993, Operation Christmas
Child has collected and deliv-
ered more than 244 million gift-
filled shoeboxes to children in
more than 170 countries and
territories.

Place your ad today!
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WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

The

FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Help Wanted

Resident Care Facility
at Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 167
North Spencer Road, Spencer,
MA., has an opening for a part
time facility cook.

Hourly wage negotiable de-
pending on experience and re-
lated skills
Requirements:
Diploma or GED. Ability to
speak and read English re-
quired. Must be able to under-
stand written policies and pro-
cedures. Must be able to work
unsupervised while following
food safety protocols.

For more information and to apply,
contact Wally Connor,
Facility/HR Manager at
(508) 885-8700 Ext. 550 or
by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

High School

teams, and tourism in the coun-
try. It also has some of the
highest costs of living in the
country forcing people to leave
at alarming rates because they
simply cannot afford to live
here,” McKenna added. “We
must do everything in our power
as legislators to pursue policies
that will lower costs that con-
sumers are paying for life neces-
sities like heating their home or
business.”

Marsi said, “I talk to constit-
uents, residents, and businesses
every day about the high cost of
electricity and gas, where some
must make heartbreaking deci-
sions about what to spend their
hard-earned money on. People
with fixed incomes such as our
seniors can’t sustain these out
of control increases on their
monthly bills. We need to do
everything possible to drive leg-
islation to ensure people can
afford to power and heat their
homes and businesses.”

“The ever-increasing upward
trend regarding the cost of ener-
gy in the Commonwealth is
unsustainable and out of reach
for the average middle class
family,” Berthiaume said. “This
meaningful legislation will seek
to mitigate the high energy costs
that users pay and give families
some much needed breathing
room when it comes to their
energy bills”

Their bill seeks to provide
immediate short-term relief
for Massachusetts ratepay-
ers by requiring 50 percent
of Alternative Compliance
Payments (ACPs) made pursu-
ant to the Renewable Portfolio
Standard to be returned to util-
ity customers in each of the
next three years. These ACPs
are currently deposited in a
custodial fund overseen by the
Massachusetts Clean Energy
Center for use in clean energy

projects. This change alone will
return approximately $66-$69
million per year to ratepayers,
and between $198 million and
$207 million over three years.

Additional first-year savings
of $78 million will be realized
through basic service and ener-
gy contract changes contained
in the bill, including language
giving electric distribution com-
panies the flexibility to procure
default service supply through
procurements of varying lengths
and in combination with other
companies, as well as provi-
sions extending the contract
period from 1 year to 1 /% years
and allowing electric distribu-
tion companies to collectively
procure its energy supply (gas,
electric, transmission, transpor-
tation or any combination there-
of) together. Along with the
ACP changes, this is expected to
produce about $147 million in
combined savings for ratepayers
in each of the first three years of
implementation.

The bill also includes several
proposed changes to the Mass
Save program, which is an ener-
gy efficiency initiative fund-
ed by Massachusetts ratepayers
through a monthly surcharge on
their gas and electric bills. The
program’s three-year budget for
2025-2027 1is currently set at
$4.5 billion.

Their bill caps Mass Save
administrative spending at 10%
of the total funds allocated
for the program. It also lim-
its spending on the program’s
next three-year plan (running
from 2028-2030) by prohibiting
the budget from exceeding the
cost of the 2022-2024 plan, plus
6.25%. As the 2022-2024 plan
was funded at $4 billion, the
2028-2030 plan cannot increase
by more than $250 million.
This means that by 2030, the
combined annual savings from

the ACP returns, basic service
changes, and the Mass Save
spending reduction will produce
an estimated $396 million in
ratepayer savings per year, or
approximately $2.38 billion in
savings over 10 years.

It updates the Senior Circuit
Breaker tax credit for home-
owners and renters who are 65
or older by allowing 50 percent
of their utility costs to be cal-
culated into their income used
to determine their eligibility for
the credit.

Their legislation directs the
Massachusetts Secretary of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs, in consultation with the
Massachusetts Clean Energy
Center, to develop and imple-
ment the framework of a region-
al compact among the New
England states for the purposes
of research and development
regarding nuclear fusion ener-
gy and establishes a Fusion
Research Council to provide
additional guidance. Fusion
energy, although some years off
from being able to supply the
power grid, has the potential
benefits of traditional nuclear
power but without the radioac-
tive waste.

The bill prohibits third-party
competitive electric suppliers
from using predatory practices
to enroll customers at an artifi-
cially low rate that will increase
dramatically in a short period
of time. It also limits automat-
ic contract renewals to those
instances where the customer
provided expressed written con-
sent at the time of their initial
enrollment.

The bill also seeks to create
a special commission to ana-
lyze natural gas costs in the
Commonwealth and recommend
measures to contain and reduce
those costs for residential and
commercial consumers.

Cornerstone Bank supports South Worcester

families with donation to Jeremiah’s Inn

WORCESTER — Cornerstone
Bank has donated $5,000 to
Jeremiah’s Inn to support the ongo-
ing operations of its Nutrition Center,
one of the largest food pantries in
Central Massachusetts. This contri-
bution builds on the bank’s history
of giving to the organization, includ-
ing previous donations of $5,000
in 2023 and 2024 for the Nutrition
Center and additional support for the
organization’s recovery program and
food drives.

This year’s donation will help
Jeremiah’s Inn meet the growing
demand for nutritious food among
low-income residents in South
Worcester, where food insecurity has
reached unprecedented levels.

In 2024, Jeremiah’s Inn served
more than 32,000 individuals, a 30
percent increase from the previous
year and a 167 percent increase
over the past two years. At the same
time, the Worcester County Food

Bank reduced food distributions to
the pantry by 30 percent, creating
a critical gap between supply and
demand. Cornerstone Bank’s con-
tinued support ensures that children,
seniors and families who rely on
the Nutrition Center have access to
essential meals and resources.

“Supporting our neighbors in times
of need is a core part of our mission,”
said Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd
Tallman. “We are proud to continue
our partnership with Jeremiah’s Inn
and help ensure local families have
access to the food they need to grow
and thrive.”

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was formed
in 2017, born of a long history of
supporting the community, and pro-
viding a strong foundation to help
people and businesses thrive. Serving
Worcester County, Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence

and community-based banking
model enables a unique ability to
deliver outstanding service, with a
personal touch. Cornerstone, which
is a subsidiary of PeoplesBankCorp,
MHC, operating independently
under its own name and brand, pro-
vides the highest level of service and
expertise for individuals, businesses,
and community organizations with
branch locations throughout Central
Massachusetts. Cornerstone works
to connect customers with oppor-
tunities through a broad range of
deposit and loan products and ser-
vices. Built on Trust is not just a
tagline, but also one of our guiding
corporate values. Whether a business
or personal partnership, Cornerstone
stands on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust. To learn
about Cornerstone Bank’s person-
al and business banking offerings,
please visit cornerstonebank.com or
call 800-939-9103.

Fitchburg State announces Dean’s and President’s Lists

FITCHBURG —  Fitchburg
State President Donna Hodge has
announced the students who quali-
fied for inclusion on the Dean’s List
and President's List for the Fall 2025
semester.

A student is placed on the Dean’s
List for the semester if an average
grade of 3.20 or better is attained, and
the student is attending the university
full time.

The President’s List honors stu-
dents for consistently high academic
achievement. A student is named to
the list after achieving a 3.75 average
in each of three successive semesters.

President’s List

Webster

Kaleigh S. Papierski

Dean’s List

Auburn

Arielys Almeyda, Emily R.
Gillespie, Mackenzie J. Mackin,
Lukas M. Skalecki

Brimfield

Gabriel A. Rice

Brookfield

Zachary J. Sweet

Charlton

Cassidy M. Bousquet, Jordan A.
Goulas

Douglas

Hunter G. Dunn

Dudley

August C. Eaton

Alexander Siwik

Fiskdale

Tafari U. Byfield-Felton, Carsyn
M. Knapik, Madison M. Luce

Grafton

Joshua R. Miller, Elizabeth C.
Morin

Groton

Aia A. Almathkhor, Kayla R.
Hanlon, Christopher J. Hickman,

Keren J. Noonan, Ryan M.
Robichaud, Deven G. Sorrentino
Holland
Charles L. Moran
Leicester
Paige L. Ward
Milford

Owen S. Archer, Anthony L.
Oliveira Dalicandro, Melvin B. Yupa

Millbury

Lillian J. Bousquet, Sophia R.
Burrowes, Luke Charron, Emma L.
McRae, Patrick J. Sheehan

Oxford

Susan A. Cicerchia, Raegan L.
Perreault, Aaliyah B. Szkutak

Southbridge

Samuel E. Carrasco, Adam L.
Fournier, Angelica Vega

Spencer

Lucinda M. Asare-Yeboah, Emilee
E. Larson, Liam O’Coin, Angelika
Osowiecki, Braeden M. White

Sturbridge

Grace Hope K. Kentsa, Vanshika
S. Patel

Sutton

Gabriela De Mora Cooper, Kerri
Grenache, Molly J. Jenkins

Upton

Kelsey E. Fournier

Uxbridge

Nathaniel J. Badzmierowski,
Jessie M. Demalia, Samantha L.
Jones, Rheannon A. March, Rylee A.
Spear, Caileen J. Wilson

West Brookfield

Juliette R. Boos

Wales

Michael T. Bouthiller

Webster

Salaila L. Lewis, Maya S. Ortiz,
Zachary C. Sargent, Rachael C.
Waterson

Whitinsville

Jessica K. Caggiula, Nicolas
Salamack
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i 4 windows. Primary suite w/pri- ‘( 50\.  \of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms,
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Stove, Wrap-Around Screened
Porch Lg Outbuilding w/Full
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Private Well for Outdoor &/or
. Off-Season Water Use! 14,300
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Shoreline. $595,000
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4 vinyl railings, terraced yard,
| sandy beach, professional
landscaping. Many updates
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Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i

Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i"

[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y

- Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
il CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
WORCESTER- COLONIAL WITH DUDLEY‘ ONE LEVEL
CONTEMPORARY FLAIR S O AP IR N P (i B
! *3 Bedroom
' 4 *2.5 Baths
: *Cabinets
Galore in this
Large Eat-In
Kitchen
*Main Bedroom *Custom Finish Work (Crown Mouldings)
w/ Full Bath | *1.5 Baths *Family Room w/ Wood Wainscotting
*Lower Level *Oversized 2 Car Garage *1/2 Acre Lot

8 Modred Court $614 900 Family Room | 10 Dave’s Way $479,900
WORCESTER- NEAR UMASS DUDLEY LAND! LAND! LAND!

*Great DUDLEY -1 Acre Lot-
._ Clmmuter Build Your Dream Home
: . Bzzeris m | Perc Test and Land Survery in Hand
- “UPGRADES $124,900
s INCLUDE: DUDLEY-
Windows, Heat | 40,1 for Recreation or Buildin
Pumps, New 8
A Garage Door 30.2 Acres
e S Bl l}f | Hot Water 4 Frontage Lots « Great Privacy
29-A Chilmark St. $349,000 Heater $295,000

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc. .. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callenl 995@co| com

C H A R LTO N- Featu red H ome Buying or Seﬂr’ng a home?

Every move is a new
50 0 L D S P E N C ER RD $525 000 beginning! Let me help you

& *7 Room Split * Fireplace navigate the path through
*2 Full Baths your next journey...
*Finished Lower
Level-

3 Bedrooms-Bath

R E/ M Ax 'RFMAX forAnp Oledopecy P - " “Recent Septic System
Szymczak ( s == N
CRS, ORI, SRES i‘[; ReMax Vision & B

RE/MAX Professional Associates 508-943-7669 W 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 =
774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|

Bob Berk REALTOR
Re/Max Vision
Woarcester MA
508-367-9226

bobberkrealtor@gmail. com
Call for a free markst analysis!
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ERA Key Realty

ssssssssss SERVICES

Dorne Fannery Reator G S ? Contact Mikaela Today
B ot pace’ 774207308
mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

Find the home made for you.
Let us work with you to find your dream home.

.
Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506 Cell : 508-341-8299
Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, W TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

SERVICE

we do.

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative,
Notary Public

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com o | 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME ~
% ERA HALL OF FAME - %
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Troop 163’s Alison Regan earns Eagle Scout rank

BROOKFIELD
— Alison Regan of
Brookfield, a mem-
ber of Scouting
America Troop 163
of Sturbridge, has
earned the rank of
Eagle. She passed
her Eagle Board of
Review on Dec. 11.

Eagle
Regan

For her
project,
led the design,
construction, and
installation of four
nature signs on the
Trek  Sturbridge
trails behind
Tantasqua Regional
Junior High

School. The signs
highlight local
plants, trees, birds,
and mammals, and
show how to iden-
tify them.

Regan, cur-
rently a senior at
Tantasqua Regional
High School,

Pack of Paws to host
greybound adoption event

CHARLTON
— Have you ever
thought about adopt-
ing a Greyhound?
Greyhound Options
Inc, a non-prof-
it adoption group
dedicated to finding
homes for retired
racing Greyhounds
after their racing
careers are over, will
be holding a Winter
Social at Pack of
Paws in Charlton on
Saturday, Jan. 31 and
the public is invited.

Greyhound
Options (GO) has
just entered its 30th
year of operations,
finding homes
for more than

1,800 Greyhounds
throughout
Massachusetts,
northern
Connecticut, south-
ern New Hampshire
and Rhode Island.
An  all-volunteer
organization, the
group relies on fos-
ter families to pro-
vide a safe home for
the dogs to accli-
mate to life after
racing until a per-
manent home can be
found. Greyhounds
are known for their
calm, gentle nature
and are very social,
fitting into almost
any living situation.
Widely known as

“30-mile-an-hour
couch  potatoes”,
they do not require
as much exercise as
people might think.
They are happy with
walks or a quick run
in an enclosed yard.

Come see what |
a joy adopting a [§

Greyhound can be
or to learn more
about  fostering.
The Winter Social
is free and will be
held from 12:30 to
3:30 p.m. at Pack of
Paws, 26A Trolley
Crossing Rd.,
Charlton. For more
information, visit
greyhoundoptions.
org.

Valentine’s Night

‘Maxwell Luciano's .,
at Union Station °v

il

Dine & Dance
to your favorite

'  LOVE SONGS i

.

Saturday, Februéry'lél 2026
~Call 508 755-1200

for reservations __

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

—

joined Scouts when
she was in eighth
grade. She has
served her troop in
a variety of roles,
including librarian,
patrol leader, assis-
tant senior patrol
leader, and senior
patrol leader. She
was inducted into
the Order of the
Arrow, Scouting
America’s honor
society, where she
earned brotherhood,
and has earned
National Outdoor
Achievement
awards in camp-
ing and aquatics.

| Last summer she

was named Rookie
of the Year staff
member at Treasure
Valley Scout
Reservation, where
she worked on the
waterfront as a life-
guard. Outside of
Scouting America,
Alison also earned
a Girl Scout Silver

Courtesy Photo
(Left) Alison Regan

Award, holds lead-
ership positions in
her school’s drama
club, show choir,
and student council,
and is on the school
swim team. She
loves the outdoors,
especially climbing
trees, and wants
to one day hike all
forty-eight of New
Hampshire’s 4,000-
foot  mountains.
She plans to attend
college next year
for engineering.
Troop 163 is a
Scouting America
troop for girls ages
11-17. The troop is
based in Sturbridge
but has members
across  southern
Worcester County.
The aims of the
troop are character
development, cit-
izenship, fitness,
and leadership. To
learn more about
scouting or Troop
163, email troop-
163sturbridge @
gmail.com.

Final public hearing on CDBG Mini
Entitlement grant application set for Feb. 9

SOUTHBRIDGE
— The Town of
Southbridge will
hold public hear-
ings to receive
public input
on the Town's
FY21- FY24
Massachusetts
Community
Development
Block Grant
(CDBG) Mini
Entitlement (ME)
Program Activities
and the FY2025
CDBG ME Grant
Application.

Current CDBG
activities include
code enforcement,
street  improve-
ments, housing
rehabilitation,
and commercial
facade improve-
ments. Potential
activities include
downtown beauti-
fication, business
development, street
improvements, and
public social ser-
vices. All activities
are based on the
FY24 Community
Development

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Jewel Nile
Queen Mattress Only

$399°

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

M(\/:/ T~
TEMPUR-PEDIC

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799°

D

STEARNS
& FOSTER

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL " « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM

Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5PM

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Strategy.

The final hear-
ing will be held
in the Economic
Development
and Planning
Department, Town
Hall, 41 Elm St.,
Southbridge, on
Monday, Feb. 9 at
5 p.m.

The
encourages

Town
any

member of the
public wishing to
provide input and
be heard to attend
any meeting.
Comments may
be submitted in
writing by email
to sstarkey @
southbridgemass.
org or by mail:
Attn: Sue Starkey,
Economic

Development and
Planning Office,
Southbridge
Town Hall, 41
Elm Street,
Southbridge, MA
01550. Written
comments  will
be accepted until
Feb. 6 at 11 a.m.
Any comments
received will be
read at the next

public hearing.
Funding by the
U.S. Department

of Housing
and Urban
Development and
the Executive
Office of Housing
and Livable

Communities,
Massachusetts
CDBG Program.

Congratulations, Millie (first place) and Mia (second place,) who were honored last week by
the Southbridge Lions Club for their outstanding submissions to the Peace Poster Contest. Lions
Club member and Peace Poster Contest chair, Jason Cantara, shared that the contest is a glob-
al Lions initiative, with more than 75 countries participating, giving youth the opportunity to
express their vision of peace through art. This year's theme, "Together as One,” highlights how
much stronger we are when we work together. Jason spoke about the power of unity and how
important that message is in today's world. The local contest received 55 entries, which included
Trinity Catholic Academy's Junior High.

Courtesy
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Find us on

Facebook

LAKESIDE

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC
EVERY WEEK!

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99

Three-Gourse Meal Deals
Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

MUSIC

BINGO
EVERY
THURSDAY

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,

take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check
> out the
" new Fall/
Winter
menu
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