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VCC Harvest

Festival returns
to Northbridge
Common

NORTHBRIDGE — The 2026 Harvest Festival,
sponsored by the Village Congregational Church in
Whitinsville, is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 26 from
9 am. until 3 p.m. on the Northbridge Town Common,
across from Village Church at 5 Church St. (the rain date
will be Sunday, Sept. 27 from noon until 4 p.m.). This
year promises more vendors and more fabulous raffle
prizes!

A fair for all ages in our 18th year brings our commu-
nity a day of arts, crafts, vendors, food court, music, chil-
dren’s activities, obstacle course, face painting, Maggie
the Clown, a huge variety of raffle prizes, Blessing of the
Pets at 10:30 a.m., a tag sale at Village Congregational
Church and a 50/50 raffle!

All proceeds from the festival and the raffles benefit our
wider missions:

* Thanksgiving & Easter food baskets for families
in need.
* NAC Food Pantry and Peace of Bread Mission
* School Supply Drive for local students
* Blackstone Valley Emergency Warming &
Cooling Centers

Treat yourself to a wonderful fall day at the VCC
Harvest Festival, a unique slice of life and family fun in
a historical New England town. For more details, visit
WWW.VCCUCC.OI'g.

NORTHBRIDGE
— After 13 years as a Girl
Scout, Abigail Kay has
reached one of the high-
est milestones in her Girl
Scout journey: earning the
Girl Scout Gold Award.

Kay recently complet-
ed her final meeting with
the Gold Award com-
mittee, where her proj-
ect was approved. She
will be formally honored
and receive her Gold
Award pin at a special
ceremony in June 2027.

The Girl Scout Gold Award
is the highest award a Girl
Scout can earn. Recipients
are challenged to identi-
fy an issue that is mean-
ingful to them and create
a project that provides a
lasting solution and makes

Municipal vulnerability
preparedness marches
on in Uxbridge

UXBRIDGE — The
Gray Rock Pocket Forest
Posse continues to develop
a design for this land. We
were

present at the
Riverpullooza concert on
Aug. 8 and at Uniquely

Uxbridge Day on Sept. 5.
Our ongoing outreach is
continuing through a sur-
vey and these community
events.

If you have never visit-
ed the Pocket Forst land,
drop by. It is located at

Michael Shain, the president and founder of Thanks To Yanks,
a local charity that serves our military community, is pleased
to announce that the organization has a new Director of
Marketing, Ms. Hiran Jani. She says the following: “I’'m Hiran
a proud resident of Franklin for 12 years. | truly love the
town, my greatest strength and inspiration comes from my
loving husband and son. | have a deep love of my town, my
community and my country. | believe in giving back and sup-
porting one another to help build a kinder community. | am
very grateful to have the opportunity to serve our mili-
tary families and make a positive impact, in their lives today
and in the future.” For more information on Thanks To Yanks,
please “Like” them on Facebook.

Courtesy

the corner of Crown and
Eagle Road and E Hartford
Avenue. Park on Crown
and Eagle Road. Enjoy
the cool shade of the
trees. Stay in touch with
us through our Facebook
page (Gray Rock Pocket
Forest (3) Facebook).

The Home Brew Dam
on Blackstone Street is his-
tory, and Meadow Brook
is finding its natural flow
once again. The exposed
bottom of the pond is
already becoming green
and native grasses are pre-
venting the banks from
eroding. We will be plant-
ing native trees and shrubs
to permanently restore the
area and support the return
of wildlife and biodiversi-
ty. Two events are sched-
uled: Friday, Sept. 18 and
Saturday, Sept. 19 from 9
a.m. to noon each

day. Want to come and
help? We supply shovels
and gloves or bring your
own. Enjoy getting close
to the earth! Kids are wel-
come if accompanied by an
adult and given

parental permission. This
event is being held with the
blessing of the Blackstone
Heritage Corridor as part of
their Volunteers-in-Parks
program. Register at dtap-
scott@uxbridge-ma.gov.
Leave your name, email,
and which session(s) you
are planning to attend.

a positive impact on their
community. For Abigail,
that issue was children’s
mental health.

For her Gold Award proj-
ect, Abigail wrote and
published a children’s
book, “Be Kind to Your
Mind,” which introduc-
es young children to the
importance of understand-
ing and caring for their
mental health. Abigail
wanted the project to go
beyond simply writing
a book. She also creat-
ed a curriculum guide to
accompany a video of her-
self reading the story and
developed a series of work-
shops to bring the message
directly to children.

The workshops introduced
children to age-appropri-
ate mental health topics,
including self-care, recog-
nizing and understanding
emotions, and knowing
when and how to talk to

Turn To KAY page A10
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Local Girl Scout earns
prestigious Gold Award
through Children’s
Mental Health Project

bigail Kay

Chamber to host ribbon
cutting for Keller Williams

Realty Pinnacle Central -
Sutton office

SUTTON —  The
Blackstone Valley
Chamber of Commerce is
pleased to announce a rib-
bon cutting ceremony cel-
ebrating the Sutton office
for Keller Williams Realty
Pinnacle Central. The cer-
emony will take place on
Wednesday, Sept. 16 at
10 a.m. at 156 Worcester-
Providence Turnpike, Suite
33, Sutton.

The ribbon cutting will
celebrate Keller Williams
Realty Pinnacle Central’s
continued presence and
commitment to serving
clients, agents, and com-
munities throughout the
Blackstone Valley and
Central Massachusetts,
with its Sutton location
providing office space for
the company’s larger teams
and a private conference
room to serve clients.

Keller Williams Pinnacle
Central is a full-service
real estate brokerage serv-
ing Central Massachusetts
from its offices in
Worcester and  Sutton.
Locally owned and led by
Operating Principal and
Principal Broker Sarah
Gustafson, the brokerage

is part of Keller Williams
Realty International.

Keller Williams Realty
was ranked the No. 1 real
estate franchise in the
United States by T3 Sixty
in 2025, based on agent
count, transaction sides,
and sales volume. The com-
pany was also recognized
as one of Glassdoor’s Top
5 Best-Led Companies in
2025. As a woman-owned
business, Keller Williams
Pinnacle Central is inten-
tional about providing the
support, and technologies
that are essential for agents
to operate at the highest
professional level, create
community engagement,
and develop as entrepre-
neurs. Its associates unite
around a shared mission
of building careers worth
having, businesses worth
owning, lives worth living,
experiences worth giving
and legacies worth leaving
while serving communities
throughout all of Central
Massachusetts.

“Real estate looks a lit-
tle different these days,
we knew we needed to

be intentional with the
spaces that our agents
need to be successful and
empowered,” said Sarah
Gustafson,  Operating
Principal and Principal
Broker of Keller Williams
Pinnacle Central.

Ribbon cutting ceremo-
nies are free and open to
the community, and local
business owners, commu-
nity members, Chamber
members, and future mem-
bers are encouraged to
attend and help celebrate
this exciting milestone!
To learn more, please visit
www.blackstonevalley.org/
events.

The Mission of the
Blackstone Valley
Chamber of Commerce is
to preserve and enhance
the economic vitality of
the Blackstone Valley by
addressing the needs and
concerns of businesses and
providing leadership, sup-
port and resources in con-
nection with issues which
impact commerce and the
quality of life in the Valley.
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Small Shelter Big Heart

Meet Mimi & Bentley
Mimi and Bentley are a sweet bonded pair who are looking for a loving home
where they can stay together. These two rely on each other and are happiest
when they have their best friend by their side.
BentIeK.is the more outgoing of the pair and is usually the first to show you that
i

everything is okay. Mimiis a little more nervous and needs some time to warm
up to new people and new surroundlngls. Once they Eet to know you and feel
comfortable, though, both Mimi and Bentley are incredibly sweet and affectionate.
They are looking for an experienced dog owner and an adult only
understand that some dogs need a little extra time and patience to build trust.
Their ideal home will give them the opportunity to settle in at their own pace,
with plenty of consistency, reassurance, and positive experiences.

If you're willing to let these two special dogs take their time getting to know you,
you'll be rewarded with two very loving companions. Mimi and Bentley are ready
to find someone who will give'them the patience, understanding, and forever
home they deserve.

500 Legacy Farms North - Hopkinton, MA 01748

00 MILFORD
% A\ rFeperat
Milford Federal Bank is proud to

sponsor Baypath Humane Society's
Pet of the Week! o980
‘l

home who

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip
to MFB for a treat from our drive-up tellers,
or stop in any branch and bring home a treat
from our complimentary doggy treat bar.

~ 1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA

Membar 508.234.8256 = 800.357.2265
DlG MilfordFederal.com
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Egyptian bull god 41. Popular baseball movie
5. A young canine 43. Group of islands
8. North Carolina university 45, Church building
11. “Oddbod” actor Tom 47. Ancient kingdom near Dead Sea
13. Midway between northeast and east ~ 49. Late AC/DC frontman Scott
14. A place to shop 50. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
15. Mysterious “Severance” family congregation
16. Single Lens Reflex 55. Thick piece of something
17. Malaria 56. Breakfast food
18. Informal loan organizations 57. One mole of solute per kilogram
20. Twitching of solvent
21. Holm oak 59. Ancient Greek City
22. Willing to consent 60. Bitterly regret
25. In an carly way 61. Don’t forget it
30. Stuck it out 62. Dishonorable man
31. Language in Ghana 63. Affirmative
32. Obtain 64.%  and flows”
33. Ancient Greek currency
38. One point east (clockwise) of due
north
CLUES DOWN
1. Bridge-building degree 29, Where rockstars work
2. Expression of sorrow or pity 34. International airport in Connecticut
3. Lizard species 35. Russian river
4, Turkish leader title 36. It’s used to make cabins
5. A way to bother 37. O] trial judge Lance
6. Blank 39. A means to persuade

7. A fine, closely woven cotton fabric ~ 40. Short poem
8. Sports broadcaster Ian 41. A way to begin hostilities with

9. Popular whodunit board game 42. Multi-function radar (abbr.)
10. Alkali flats mineral 44, Joints

12, Large African antelope 45, Blatted

14. 1t’s delivered most days 46. Swedish rock group

19. Satisfy 47. Millisecond

23. Water soaked soil 48. _ podrida: Spanish stew
24, Of a past era 51. Doctors’ group

25. Chest muscle (slang) 52. Trunk of a tree

26. Ribonucleic acid 53. Tattle

27. Doctor of Education 54. Metrical foot

28, Coffee receptacle 58.  Angeles

Third Annual Douglas Common
Scarecrow Contest starts Oct. 10

BY LYNN PARESKY
DOUGLAS COMMON
PRESERVATION SOCIETY

DOUGLAS —
Scarecrows will be
arriving at the Douglas
Common on Oct. 10
and 11 this Fall and will
remain on display for
the public to enjoy until
Nov. 1 as the Douglas
Common Preservation
Society, Inc. holds its
3rd Annual Douglas
Common  Scarecrow
Contest. Make sure you
visit the Common to
enjoy a large collection
of pretty amazing scare-
crows — there is a lot of
talent in the community
and it will be on display.

Are you ready for a
little Fall fun — and the
chance to win one of
three prizes for “Favorite
Scarecrow?” If you live
in Douglas or any of the
surrounding towns, you
are invited to enter the
contest and bring your
creativity and talent to
share with the communi-
ty. Contest details, entry

form and guidelines are
available on the Douglas
Common Preservation
Society, Inc. Facebook
page and on several local
Group FB pages, includ-
ing We Are Dynamic
Douglas. If you aren’t
on Facebook, you can
request your paperwork
by emailing douglas-
commonpreservation @
gmail.com or pick up
a flyer at various local
businesses or scan the
QR Code on the banner
at the Common.
Registration to enter
this free, popular event
is starting now! To be
part of the contest, your
entry must be received
by September 30th at
the latest. Enter early to
reserve a free commemo-
rative gift. Our Sponsor,
One by One, awarded
us a $500 grant to help
ensure that the first 65
participants will receive
a gift to be handed out
on the day of scarecrow
setup. Last year there
were 54 entries in the
Contest, with participants

creating and displaying
their own original scare-
crows. Visiting the dis-
play was a very popular
community activity. This
year we’re hoping for
even more entries.

No contest is complete
without prizes, and our
Sponsors have made sure
that there will be priz-
es awarded to the three
“Favorite Scarecrows”
selected by a panel of
respected, unbiased judg-
es from the community.
Judges will look at orig-
inality of design/theme,
creativity, attention to
detail, quality of work-
manship, does it evoke an
emotional response, does
it stand out, is it mem-
orable, and additional
props like lights for night
display or music/sound
effects. First Place will
receive a $250 Amazon
Gift Card; Second Place
will receive a $150
Amazon Gift Card; and
Third Place will receive
a $100 Amazon Gift
Card! Winners will be
announced and prizes

presented at the Awards
Ceremony to be held on
Oct. 31 at 1 p.m. at the
Common. Winners will
be notified if not present
and arrangements will be
made for them to pick up
their prizes.

This year’s Scarecrow
Contest sponsors are:
Gold Sponsors — Ben’s
Container and Rubbish,
FJ Cunningham
Plastering & Renovation,
Guaranteed Builders &
Developers, Inc., One
by One - 4Imprint,
and UniBank; Silver
Sponsors — Bob Clark’s
Dog Training & Dog
Day Care, East Douglas
Insurance, and Jared’s
Auto, Inc.; Bronze
Sponsors —  Graffiti
Works, Gregory’s
Restaurant & Pizzaria,
In-Gear, McGoldrick
Property Services, LLC
and The Sokol Club. We
thank each of them for
making this fantastic Fall
event possible with their
generous support.

PLUMMER PLACE

Home of the Northbridge Senior Center

The following events will take place at Plummer
Place, Home of the Northbridge Senior Center. We
are located at 20 Highland Street in Whitinsville.
Telephone: (508) 234-2002. Northbridge residents
have priority for all programming and events. Please
call the main office to sign up for special events and
programs, so we can plan accordingly.

Medical Drivers

We are in need of medical drivers for out-of-
town medical appointments. This is a very important
service that we provide for seniors who cannot drive
themselves to their medical appointments. If you
are interested and can spare any time, it would be
most appreciated. Drivers are reimbursed for their
mileage. For more information, please call the main
office.

Regular Programs:

Meditation with Kelly:

Every Thursday morning at 9:30am

Book Club:

3rd Wednesday of the month at 10:30am

Please call Kelly for more information.

Brew Crew:

1st Wednesday of the month at 9:30am

Please call Amy for more information.

Dull Men’s Club:

4th Tuesday of the month at 9:30am

September 22nd:  Richard Quinlan, CEO of
Jeremiah’s Inn, Worcester, MA

Please call Amy for more information.

Scrabble:

September 14th and 28th at 9:30am

Women’s Collective:

2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00am

Please call Amy for more information.

Writing Your Way:

2nd and 4th Thursdays at 2:00pm

Please call Lori for more information.

Special Programs and Events

The Fraud Squad Players -- Three Skits performed
by Senior Actors

Tuesday, September 15th at 10:00am

*”Signed Without a Signature -
Phantom Medicare Enrollment”
A senior discovers their Medicare Advantage plan
was switched without consent after a “benefits check-
up” call. The scammer uses smooth talk and fake
compliance jargon to hide the unauthorized enroll-
ment — until the victim fights back.

*“Tech Support Refund Scam -
A Keystroke Away from Disaster”
A senior is offered a refund for a canceled tech service
— but the “support rep” is really a scammer draining
their bank account, one keystroke at a time.

*“Assisted Identity Theft — By a Trusted Person”

A senior asks a helpful neighbor to cancel a sub-
scription — but that favor leads to stolen identity and
financial betrayal. This slow-burn scam shows how
trust can be weaponized by someone close.

Greendale Retired Friends Chorus

Wednesday, September 16th 1:00pm

Come and enjoy the sounds of this Chorus which
has been in existence for 60 years and likes to make
people happy with their music and humor! Come
and sign along with us to various songs from today
and yesterday.

Making Sense of Medicare: 2027 Changes and
AEP Readiness

Monday, September 28th at 10:30am

This presentation will cover the important Medicare
changes coming in 2027, including updates to pre-
scription drug coverage, costs, and benefits under
Medicare. You’ll also learn about the different types
of Medicare plan options and get helpful tips on
preparing for the Annual Enrollment Period (AEP).
By the end of the session, you’ll have a better under-
standing of your coverage choices and how to make
informed decisions about your health-

WULTIPLE LISTING BERVICE

Aucoin
yan
Realty

Your Neighborhood
Reattor

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550
508-765-9155 1-800-784-0445

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo @gmail.com

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

care for the year ahead. Please note,
this presentation will not discuss any
specific plan changes for 2027.

Healing With Herbs: Practical
Preparations for Everyday Wellness
with LeAnn Schotanus

Tuesday, September 29th 11:00am

Join LeeAnn for an engaging introduc-
tion to herbal wellness as she explores
tea blends, topical salves, and other
practical everyday uses for herbs. Learn
about a variety of herbal preparations,

how they support the body, and the ben-
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efits they may offer for overall wellness.
Discover simple ways to incorporate
herbal teas and other natural remedies
into your daily routine to promote health,
comfort, and well-being.

Autumn Arts & Crafts with Carol and

MikaRLA VICTOR PUBLISHED BY Ginny
(774) 2007308 SR i Wednesday, September 30th at 1:30
mikacla@stonebridgepress.news pm

Join us for a fun and creative craft
class as Carol and Ginny host and teach
this class, sharing their creativity and
expertise while guiding participants
through a fun hands-on project. Whether
you are an experienced crafter or trying
something new, come and enjoy some
time together in a friendly, social setting.
Space is limited; Northbridge residents
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Memorial motorcycle run to honor fallen Uxbridge police officers

UXBRIDGE — The
Uxbridge Police Fallen
Officers Foundation will
honor the lives and service
of Officers Chester “Chet”
Dzivasen and Stephen
LaPorta with its “Let’s
Ride” Memorial Motorcycle
Run on Sunday, Sept. 13.

Organized in partnership
with the American Legion
Riders, Uxbridge Chapter
33, the event will raise
money to support the foun-
dation’s mission of assist-
ing local students pursuing
careers in law enforcement.

Registration will begin

at 9:30 am. at McCloskey
Middle School, 62 Capron
St., with kickstands up at 11
am. The registration fee is
$20 per person.

A police escort will
accompany riders along
the route before the run
concludes at the Uxbridge
American Legion/VFW hall
on Cross Road. Following
the ride, participants and
members of the communi-
ty are invited to gather for
a chicken barbecue, live
music and raffles.

The event will also include
a police escort and other

activities. All proceeds will
benefit the Uxbridge Police
Fallen Officers Foundation.
The foundation was
established in 2026 follow-
ing the line-of-duty death
of Uxbridge Police Officer
Stephen LaPorta on Jan. 7.
LaPorta began his pub-
lic safety career as a dis-
patcher, working in multiple
Blackstone Valley commu-
nities. He later completed
the police academy and
advanced from dispatching
to serving as a patrol officer.
His death came nearly
25 years after the Uxbridge

Police Department lost
Officer Chester “Chet”
Dzivasen, who died April
9, 2001. A memorial schol-
arship was subsequently
established in Dzivasen’s
name to assist local students.

The creation of the
Uxbridge Police Fallen
Officers Foundation expand-
ed that effort. Organized as
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, the
foundation is dedicated to
preserving the memories of
Dzivasen and LaPorta while
helping another generation
pursue public safety careers.

The organization provides

Chamber celebrates An Officer

and Two Gentlemen on Veterans Day

WHITINSVILLE — The Blackstone Valley Chamber
of Commerce is excited to announce, a special ribbon
cutting ceremony for An Officer and Two Gentlemen,
Inc. (AOATG) on Veteran’s Day, Wednesday, Nov. 11
at 11 a.m. This ribbon cutting ceremony will celebrate
the organization’s fifth anniversary and the official
opening of its new home, Bridge Point — Veterans
& First Responders Center, located at 875 Hill St. in
Whitinsville.

When Founder and Executive Director Mike
DeFazio established An Officer and Two Gentlemen
five years ago, he intentionally chose Veterans Day as
the organization>s founding date. Exactly five years
later, the organization will celebrate that milestone by
opening the doors to Bridge Point, bringing together a
meaningful reflection on the past and an exciting vision
for the future.

“Veterans Day has always held a very special mean-
ing for An Officer and Two Gentlemen,” said Mike
DeFazio, Founder and Executive Director of An Officer
and Two Gentlemen, Inc. “When we founded this
organization in 2021, we intentionally chose Nov. 11
because of what it represents. To now celebrate our fifth
anniversary on that exact same day, while officially
opening Bridge Point, is incredibly meaningful. It is a

Veterans Day observance, recognition of local veterans
and first responders, remarks from elected officials and
community leaders, and an introduction to the mission
and vision behind Bridge Point. Created to provide
a dedicated space for veterans, first responders, their
families, and the broader community, Bridge Point will
serve as a place for connection, fellowship, support,
and continued service.

After five years of growth, the new center provides
AOATG with a home from which to expand its mission
of Heroes Helping Heroes and continue building mean-
ingful connections among those who have dedicated
their lives to serving others.

Following the formal ceremony and ribbon cutting,
the community is invited to stay and experience Bridge
Point during an open house throughout the day. Guests
will have the opportunity to tour the new center, enjoy
refreshments, meet members of the AOATG communi-
ty, and learn more about the organization and the work
taking place at Bridge Point. This event is free and open
to the public.

The Mission of the Blackstone Valley Chamber of
Commerce is to preserve and enhance the economic
vitality of the Blackstone Valley by addressing the
needs and concerns of businesses and providing lead-

financial assistance to area
students seeking degrees
in fields applicable to law
enforcement. Its mission
also recognizes the career
path taken by LaPorta by
supporting dispatchers seek-
ing to make the transition
from emergency communi-
cations to becoming police
officers.

That process can require
significant investments of
both time and money as can-
didates complete education,
training and police academy
requirements.

The Sept. 13 motorcycle
run will provide an oppor-
tunity for police, motorcy-
cle riders and community
members to remember both
officers while helping future
public safety professionals
begin their own careers.

The partnership with
American Legion Riders
Chapter 33 also brings

together two organizations
with strong connections to
public service. After the
police-escorted ride, the
gathering at the American
Legion/VFW will give par-
ticipants an opportunity to
continue the memorial event
with food, music and raffles
while supporting the foun-
dation.

The event is open to riders
and community members
who want to participate in
the post-ride activities.

Registration begins at 9:30
am. Sunday, Sept. 13, at
McCloskey Middle School,
62 Capron St., Uxbridge.
The motorcycle run departs
at 11 am. and concludes
at the Uxbridge American
Legion/VFW on Cross
Road. Registration is $20 per
person, with proceeds bene-
fiting the Uxbridge Police
Fallen Officers Foundation.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff

«Bottles o Crocks oJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter « Glassware sSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items «Watches o Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios » Clocks « Lanterns sLamps  Kitchenware
« Cookware «Knives sHunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396
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*WINDOWS AND SIDING . .

774-230-3967
Quality Building Since 1985

reflection of how far we have come and a reminder of

why we started, heroes helping heroes.”
The ceremony will include the National Anthem, a
meaningful

Blackstone Heritage Corridor
announces Fall Hike Series led by
volunteer trail ambassadors

ership, support and resources in connection with issues
which impact commerce and the quality of life in the
Valley.

WINDOWS
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4 FINISHED BASEMENTS 4 ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING
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Senior low imp act exercise ¢ LICENSED & INSURED # HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE

classes available

STUDENT RECORDS TO BE DESTROYED

IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE REGULATIONS

In compliance with Massachusetts Student Records Reg-
ulation, the Northbridge Public School District will destroy the
Special Education records of any Northbridge student who
transferred, graduated, withdrew or terminated from Special
Education programs services prior to June 30, 2019. This is
in accordance with the requirements to destroy such records
after a period of seven years.

Any parent/guardian or student, age 14 years or older, can
obtain their original record within two weeks of this notice.
They may do so by contacting the Pupil Personnel Services
office at
508-234-8156 x5215 no later than by Wednesday, September
30, 2026.

All unclaimed student records meeting the above criteria
will be destroyed after the September 30th deadline.

UXBRIDGE — The Uxbridge Senior
Center is proud to present a live eight-
week session of Low Impact Exercise
classes

for Seniors.

This class is a fitness program that
utilizes light weights, and some Tai Chi
moves to help with balance. The ben-
efits of this program include improved
balance, range of motion and coordi-
nation. This exercise is a lightweight
strength circuit with gentle movements
to improve flexibility. Most exercises
will be seated with a focus on improv-
ing muscle strength especially around
the knee area which is crucial for bal-
ance and walking and hopefully avoid-
ing falls. This program focuses on light
cardio, strength, and fun activities to train
the body for real life movements and
activities. Some poses can also be done
standing using a chair for support.

The program will begin Monday,
Sept. 28 from 11:45 am.-12:45 p.m.
at the Uxbridge Senior Center Satellite
Site which is located at the McCloskey
School at 62 Capron Street. The class
will run for one hour, one day a week,
on Mondays, for an eight-week time
frame. The schedule will vary and is not
consecutive Mondays, due to the avail-
ability of the gym. This program is free
for Uxbridge residents.

There is a requested donation of $25
for out-of-town residents. Checks can
be made payable to the Uxbridge Senior

WHITINSVILLE — Blackstone Heritage Corridor (BHC) will
host a series of guided hikes led by its volunteer Trail Ambassadors
from Sept. 12 through Dec. 19, offering free opportunities for the
public to explore the Blackstone River Valley’s trails while learn-
ing about its natural and cultural history.

Hikes will take place in both Rhode Island and Massachusetts
on various Saturdays and Sundays throughout the fall season. Each
hike will be led by a volunteer Trail Ambassador, who will guide
participants along the route while sharing insights into the Valley’s
history, natural landscape, and ongoing conservation efforts. Each
hike is rated moderate to strenuous with terrain descriptions,
length, and hike info on the BHC website so hikers can choose the
hike that is right for them.

“Fall is one of the best times to be on the trails. In Massachusetts,
we’ll hike the Grand Trunkline

Trail during peak foliage. In Rhode Island,

Wolf Hill climbs to Mercer Outlook for GF @
views of the a la

Providence skyline. Our Trail Ambassadors ﬂp "P li’\\ rl a? S hl ﬁ!“ ﬂ’“ "‘f“
know these places really well, and the history
of Elijah (“Eli”) is a sweet,

eacharea,” said Ryan Verhoog Recreational kind, resilient, and lova-
Resources Manager, Blackstone Heritage ble young boy who brings
Corridor. warmth and positivity

Participants should wear sturdy footwear, wherever he goes. Eli
bﬁng water, aqd be prepared for f.all.cqndi— has a bright and cheer-
tions. Registration is free but space is limited; ful personality, and his

smile and enthusiasm
can quickly make those
around him feel comfort-
able and welcomed. He
loves being active and

sign up at blackstoneheritagecorridor.org/
hikes/

The fall hike series is part of BHC’s mis-
sion to preserve, promote and celebrate the
Blackstone

Valley’s historic, natural, and recreational

Ezgtfgfogg; 13621%;2(%1}3:/:;1; Osrzec%ilé resources for current and future generations. Elijah enjoys playing basket-
) For the full schedule of fall hikes, locations, Age 10 ball, going for a swim,

instructor, Pamela Landi, is a certified
personal trainer.

Low Impact Exercise can improve
your flexibility, concentration and
strength, while boosting your

mood, and reducing stress and joint
strain. These workouts are safe and can
be done at any fitness level.

There will be an option of doing these
exercises seated or standing. The class
would be open to all in the community,
including those outside the Town of
Uxbridge.

Interested individ-
uals should call or

and registration details, visit
blackstoneheritagecorridor.org/hikes/ or
contact Kerri Arsenault at 508-234-4242.

Registration #9241 and spending time at the
park. He especially enjoys opportunities to get outside, explore, and stay
busy.

When it’s time to slow down, Eli enjoys reading and getting creative
through arts and crafts. He appreciates spending time with others and is
naturally social, making connections with the people around him. Eli has
a wonderful ability to bring people together and enjoys participating in ac-
tivities where he can interact, laugh, and share experiences with others.
He approaches new experiences with a positive attitude and continues to
show resilience when faced with challenges. Eli’s kindness, warmth, and
infectious positivity make him a joy to be around, and his caring personality
shines through in the way he interacts with others.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/27712856128

About Blackstone Heritage Corridor

Blackstone Heritage Corridor collaborates
with community partners and provides strong
leadership to preserve, promote, and cele-
brate the Blackstone River Valley’s historic,
natural, and recreational resources for current
and future generations. Learn more at black-
stoneheritagecorridor.org

S oy e o If t least 18 Id C;]an I Ad(t)pt:I? fi d

Senior Center at 0 s c s ° II s c you're at leas years old, have a stable source of income, and room
508-278-8622 for I' WE T Pnl E F I'I' ER“I E in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
more information parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters

Serving Worcester County for
almost 60 years!

and receive their Shrewsbury’s Own...

enrollment form, the
schedule, and waiv-
er forms prior to the
start of the program.
The Center is locat-
ed at 36 South Main
Street in Uxbridge
and is open Monday
through Friday from
8 am.to4 p.m.

or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in
Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.

www.alsoil.com
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EDITORIAL

The best

achievements
leave
something

behind

There are awards that recognize what
someone has accomplished, and there are
awards that challenge recipients to leave
something meaningful behind. The Girl
Scout Gold Award belongs firmly in the
second category.

Northbridge’s Abigail Kay has earned
that distinction after 13 years as a Girl
Scout, completing a project that addresses
a subject that can be difficult even for
adults to discuss: mental health.

Kay wrote and published a children’s
book, “Be Kind to Your Mind,” designed
to introduce young children to emotion-
al well-being in an understandable and
approachable way. But writing the book
was only one part of her work.

She created a curriculum guide, record-
ed herself reading the story and devel-
oped workshops in which children learned
about self-care, identifying emotions and
recognizing when they should turn to a
trusted adult for help.

That last part is especially important.
Children inevitably experience worry, dis-
appointment, frustration, sadness and fear.
Growing up means learning what those
feelings are, how to express them and
where to turn when they become difficult
to manage.

Giving children an age-appropriate
vocabulary for emotions does not elim-
inate life’s challenges. It can, however,
give them tools for dealing with those
challenges and help make conversations
with parents, teachers and other trusted
adults easier.

There is another lesson worth recogniz-
ing in Kay’s accomplishment.

Community service is most valuable
when it grows from genuine concern rath-
er than an obligation to complete a certain
number of volunteer hours. The Gold
Award asks Girl Scouts to identify a prob-
lem and develop a sustainable response to
it. Kay chose something she clearly cared
about and then found several ways to
reach people with her message.

Her work during high school reflected
the same interests. She led an Active
Minds club promoting mental health
awareness among student-athletes, par-
ticipated in Unified Sports programming
for Young Athletes in partnership with
Special Olympics and worked with chil-
dren with autism as a Registered Behavior
Therapist.

Now a freshman at Villanova University
studying nursing, she is carrying that
interest in helping others into the next
stage of her life.

There is something encouraging about
seeing a young person leave high school
having already learned an important les-
son about leadership: Leadership does
not always require a title, a microphone
or a large audience. Sometimes, it means
noticing a need and deciding to do some-
thing about it.

That is one reason programs such as
Girl Scouts remain valuable to communi-
ties. Badges, ceremonies and awards are
part of the tradition, but their greater pur-
pose is developing confidence, responsi-
bility, leadership and service. The ultimate
measure of those programs is what young
people eventually do with those qualities.

In Kay’s case, the Gold Award pin she
will formally receive next June will rec-
ognize years of work. But the more mean-
ingful legacy may be found elsewhere.

It will be in the children who heard her
presentation, the families who read her
book together and perhaps in a young
person who learned that feeling worried,
sad or overwhelmed is something that can
be talked about.

Northbridge has good reason to con-
gratulate Abigail Kay on earning the Girl
Scout Gold Award. More importantly, the
community has reason to appreciate what
she chose to do to earn it.

The finest accomplishments are rarely
those that end with an award ceremony.
They are the ones that keep doing some
good after the applause has stopped.

OPINION

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond

DCR plans full

slate of October

hikes, programs
in Blackstone

Valley

UXBRIDGE — Autumn foliage, local history, wildlife and even the night
sky will be part of a busy October schedule of free outdoor programs offered
by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation at parks and
forests throughout the Blackstone Valley.

Blackstone River and Canal Heritage State Park will serve as the hub for
many of the activities, with additional recreational hikes planned at Douglas
State Forest and Upton State Forest.

All programs are free and open to the public, and registration is not required.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

The month’s recreational hiking series begins Sunday, Oct. 4, from 2 to 4
p.m. with the Goat Hill Loop at Blackstone River and Canal Heritage State
Park. Hikers will meet at the River Bend Farm Visitor Center parking area,
287 Oak St., Uxbridge. The approximately two-mile hike travels over rocky
and rugged forest surfaces with steep inclines.

The series moves to Douglas State Forest on Sunday, Oct. 11, from 1 to
4 p.m. for the Grand Trunk Trail Loop. The approximately five-mile hike
includes rocky and compacted gravel surfaces with mild inclines.

On Sunday, Oct. 18, hikers can explore the Dean Pond Loop at Upton State
Forest from 2 to 4 p.m. The approximately 3.5-mile route includes loose gravel
surfaces and steep inclines. Participants will meet at the Civilian Conservation
Corps camp parking area.

The month’s recreational hiking schedule concludes Sunday, Oct. 25, from 2
to 4 p.m. with the Bad Luck Pond Loop at Douglas State Forest. The approx-
imately 3.5-mile hike covers loose gravel surfaces with moderate inclines and
begins at the Route 16 parking area.

DCR is also offering several interpretive programs at River Bend Farm
throughout October.

The Woodlands and Waterways Tour will be held Saturday, Oct. 3, from 1
to 2 p.m. Participants will walk about a mile along the Blackstone Canal while
looking for signs of wildlife and learning about the watershed and efforts to
keep it clean.

On Saturday, Oct. 10, from 1 to 2 p.m., “A Shuttle into the Past Textiles
Talk” will examine how clothing moves from unprocessed wool to woven
material.

The following Saturday, Oct. 17, the Israel Plummer’s Canal Store Tour
will explore Plummer’s Landing and the canal-era businessman for whom it
is named. The approximately two-mile guided walk begins at 1 p.m. at the
Plummer’s Landing parking area.

Families with younger children can also visit River Bend Farm on Fridays
from 10 to 11 a.m. for Kidleidoscope. Designed for children ages 3 to 6, the
weekly program combines a story with a hands-on activity focused on the
natural world. Siblings are welcome.

Upton State Forest will host “Becoming Better Stewards: The CCC at
Upton State Forest Tour” on Saturday, Oct. 24, from 1 to 2 p.m. Visitors will
explore the forest’s former Civilian Conservation Corps camp and learn how
the New Deal-era program helped shape the property. The walk is less than a
quarter-mile on a flat, paved surface.

Two additional programs will offer different ways to experience the
Blackstone Valley.

A Night Sky program will take place Friday, Oct. 23, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
in the field across from the River Bend Farm Visitor Center. Participants will
use a telescope to get a closer look at the moon, stars and neighboring planets.
Saturn and Neptune are expected to be among the planets visible that evening.

On Halloween, Saturday, Oct. 31, DCR will offer its Bike the Blackstone
Rec Ride from 1 to 2 p.m. Participants will meet at the Depot parking area,
85 Canal St., Blackstone, for an approximately four-mile ride along the paved
Blackstone River Greenway. The program is intended for ages 12 and older,
and riders age 16 and younger must wear helmets.

DCR advises participants to dress for the weather and wear footwear appro-
priate for each activity. Bug spray is also encouraged. Bathrooms and drinking
water are not available at several program locations.

Programs are subject to change or cancellation. For updated information,
call Blackstone River and Canal Heritage State Park at 508-278-7604 or visit
the park’s online program updates page.

Reasonable accommodations are available with advance notice by contact-
ing Moneesha Dasgupta at 617-645-0358 or moneesha.dasgupta2 @mass.gov.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!T X

Email m@ i

news@stonebridgepress.news

Letter submission policy

Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication. Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be published. Letters submitted
without all of the required information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements and decency standards, and any
submission may be rejected at any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

The

windows are
open again

There is a particular day every September
when I realize the windows are open. Nobody
announces it.

There is no family meeting where we agree
that summer humidity has officially ended and
authorize the reopening of the house. One day,
the air conditioner is humming away, doing

LANTERNS its best to keep the living
room from feeling like the

ALONG inside of a baked potato,
MAIN and a few days later there

is a breeze coming through

STREET  the kitchen window. That
m first open-window day is

one of my favorite days of
the year.

I noticed it the other
morning when I came downstairs. The house
was quiet, and somewhere outside I could hear
a truck backing up. Farther away, somebody
was running a lawn mower. There were birds
making whatever announcements birds feel
compelled to make at 6:30 in the morning.
And I could hear all of it because the windows
were open.

Summer tends to seal us inside. When it gets
hot enough, we close the windows, turn on the
air conditioning and create our own little cli-
mate-controlled worlds. The houses along the
street might be only 30 feet apart, but every-
body is tucked inside behind closed windows.

September changes that. Suddenly, the
neighborhood comes back. You hear someone
calling the dog. You hear a screen door slam.
You hear a kid bouncing a basketball in a
driveway.

Somebody is doing something involving
a power tool that apparently needs to begin
before breakfast. You smell somebody’s cof-
fee in the morning and somebody else’s dinner
at night. And every once in a while, you hear
a conversation you weren’t supposed to hear.

That is when you quietly move away from
the window and remind yourself that good
neighbors occasionally need to pretend they
are deaf.

Open windows were simply part of life
when I was growing up. We didn’t think of
fresh air as an amenity. It was the cooling
system.

You opened every window you could, and
if the house was still hot, you found a fan. The
fan was usually about 40 years old, weighed as
much as a lawn mower and had metal blades
capable of propelling a small aircraft.

Safety standards were apparently more of a
suggestion back then.

At night, an open bedroom window brought
in all the sounds of the neighborhood. Cars
passing. Crickets. A dog barking three streets
over. Sometimes, you could hear a radio
playing somewhere. Eventually, those sounds
faded into the background and you fell asleep.
I'hadn’t thought much about that until recently.

Modern life has become remarkably good
at separating us from our surroundings. Cars
have climate control. Houses have climate
control. Offices have climate control. We put
earbuds in when we walk. We can travel from
our garage to a parking lot to a building and
barely experience the outdoors at all.

Then September arrives in Massachusetts
and gives us a brief stretch when the best tem-
perature-control system is a wooden frame, a
screen and a little cooperation from Mother
Nature. It doesn’t last long.

Soon enough, one of those chilly mornings
will arrive when somebody says, “Why is it
freezing in here?” The windows will come
down. Then the heat will go on.

And before long we’ll be standing beside
the thermostat having the annual household
debate over what temperature constitutes “per-
fectly comfortable” and what temperature
constitutes “Do you think we’re made of
money?”

For now, though, the windows are open.
The curtains move a little when the breeze
comes through. The house smells different.
The neighborhood sounds closer. It is a small
thing, certainly. But the older I get, the more
convinced I become that the calendar doesn’t
really tell us when the seasons change.

The little things do. The first morning, you
need a sweatshirt. The first leaf you notice in
the driveway. The first time you see apples
stacked outside a farm stand.

And that September morning when you
walk into the kitchen, hear the neighborhood
outside and realize somebody has opened the
windows again.

That is when you know fall is on its way.
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Asa Waters Mansion to host special tribute
concert benefiting senior transportation

MILLBURY Get
ready for an unforget-
table evening of music,
nostalgia, and commu-
nity spirit as Asa Waters
Mansion welcomes
nationally ~ recognized
Elvis tribute artist, Dan
Fontaine for Elvis at
the Mansion, located at
123 Elm St., Millbury,
on Friday, Sept. 18.

Set against the elegant
backdrop of historic Asa

Northbridge

Cultural Council
announces opening
of grant cycle

Waters Mansion, the eve-
ning promises to bring
the energy, charisma, and
timeless music of Elvis
Presley to Millbury for a
special night benefiting
the Friends of the Millbury
Seniors Bus Transportation
Program.

Doors will open at 6
p.m., with the concert
beginning at 7 p.m. Guests
will enjoy an evening of
live entertainment, small

NORTHBRIDGE — The Northbridge Cultural Council
(NCC) is currently accepting grant applications from
local artists, performers, schools, and nonprofit organi-
zations for the FY 27 grant cycle. The grant cycle opens
Sept. 1 and runs through Oct. 15. Any local individual or
organization interested in applying for a grant for the first
time is invited to attend a free grant writer’s workshop at
the Memorial Town Hall, Whitinsville, Thursday, Sept.
24 from 3:30 to 6 p.m. If you are unable to attend and
would like more information or assistance, please get
in touch with the NCC at northbridgeculturalcouncil@
gmail.com.

The Northbridge Cultural Council is one of the many
statewide local cultural councils (LCCs), comprised
of volunteers who review community applications and
award funding to individual artists, cultural practitioners,
non-profit cultural organizations, schools, municipalities,
and community groups across Massachusetts. Funding
supports the arts, humanities, and interpretive sciences.
The Northbridge Cultural Council (NCC) provides sup-
port for a wide range of activities, including field trips,
lectures, festivals, performances, and educational experi-
ences, in line with its funding priorities and community
survey input.

The NCC invites you to participate in its annual survey,
an important part of the grant award process. The survey
is designed to gather information about the community’s
interests, and the findings are used to help the review team
prioritize grant awards. The annual survey is available on
the Town of Northbridge’s Web site.  Additional details
regarding the Northbridge funding priorities, guidelines,
and applications are available on the MassCulturalCouncil
website at https://massculturalcouncil.org/massculture.
org, on northbridgemass.org/cultural-council, and on
the Town of Northbridge Web site at https://www.north-
bridgemass.org/. If you have questions or need additional
info, email Northbridgeculturalcouncil@gmail.org. The
community survey is located via the Town of Northbridge
Web site.

bites, and a cash bar fea-
turing Penny Pinchers
Brewing Co. and Spicy

Waters Distillery, with
generous  sponsorship
support from Calabria

Ristorante and Ballard
Truck Center.

“This is more than just
a night of great music,
it is an opportunity for
our community to come
together, have some fun,
and make a meaningful
difference,” said Traci
Parath, Executive Director
of Asa Waters Mansion.
“We are thrilled to wel-

come Dan Fontaine to the
Mansion and create an
evening that celebrates the
spirit of Elvis while sup-
porting transportation ser-
vices that help our local
seniors remain connected,
independent, and active in
our community.”

The Friends of the
Millbury Seniors is a
non-profit  organization
dedicated to providing
programs and services
that support older adults,
including transportation

and social services that
help seniors maintain inde-

pendence within the com-
munity.

For one night, the his-
toric Mansion will trade
its traditional elegance
for a little rock ’n’ roll
as Dan Fontaine takes the
stage with his acclaimed
tribute to the King of
Rock ’n’ Roll. Guests can
expect an energetic per-
formance filled with the
songs, style, and unmis-
takable presence that made
Elvis an icon. Tickets are
$25 per person, with lim-
ited seating is available,
guests are encouraged

to reserve their tickets
early. Tickets may be pur-
chased online at, https://
unipaygold.unibank.com/
transactionInfo.aspx?Cus-
tomerID=1686&Trans-
ID=38533, or guests may
contact the Mansion direct-
ly at 508-865-0855 to pay
by cash or check.

For more informa-
tion, please contact Asa
Waters Mansion Executive
Director, Traci Parath at
508-865-0855 or email
Traci at, tparath@mill-
buryma.gov.

Bookmark design contest celebrates
Library Card Sign Up Month

WHITINSVILLE — To
celebrate Library Card Sign
Up Month, Whitinsville
Social Library invites you
to show off your creativ-
ity in its first bookmark
design contest. From
Aug. 20 to Sept. 30, aspir-
ing artists of all ages can
submit an original book-
mark design inspired by

reading, books, libraries,
or your own imagination.

Participants ~ will  sub-
mit designs in the fol-
lowing age categories:
Kindergarten — Grade 2,
Grades 3 — 5, Grades 6
— 12, and Adult. Designs
must be original (no copy-
righted characters). Artists

must reside in Northbridge.
Only one entry per person.

Visit the library to pick up
the entry form or down-
load the entry form on the
library’s website https://
whitinsvillelibrary.org/
bookmark-contest-2026.
Creators can drop off
their completed entry at

Whitinsville Social Library
during business hours or
submit it online.

In October, Library staff
will announce the winner
in each age group. The
four winning designs will
be made into professional-
ly printed bookmarks and
distributed to all visitors to
Whitinsville Social Library

Uxbridge Cultural Council now accepting grant applications

UXBRIDGE — The
Uxbridge Cultural Council
is now accepting applica-
tions for the Local Cultural
Council Program’s 2027
grant cycle. The council
prioritizes funding for

activities that enrich cul-
tural awareness through
the arts, history, music,
and performances held in
the town of Uxbridge and
its surrounding communi-
ties. This year, the council

Uxbridge Senior Center to host
flu shot clinic Oct. 6

UXBRIDGE — The Uxbridge Senior Center will host a
flu shot clinic Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 9 a.m. to noon at the
center, 36 South Main St.

The clinic is sponsored by Hannaford Pharmacy and
will provide local residents with an opportunity to receive
their seasonal influenza vaccination.

Advance registration is required. Those interested in
receiving a flu shot should call the Uxbridge Senior
Center at 508-278-8622 to register.

Transportation will also be available for those who need
assistance getting to and from the clinic.

The clinic is scheduled as the fall flu season gets under-
way and offers residents a convenient local option for
vaccination.

For registration, transportation information or other
questions about the clinic, call the Uxbridge Senior Center
at 508-278-8622.

Community
Connection

is especially interested in
funding exciting new pro-
grams in our community.
Individuals, schools, and
cultural organizations are
eligible to apply.
Applications open
on Sept. 1. The applica-
tion deadline is Oct. 15.
Please apply through the
Massachusetts  Cultural
Council Web site at https://
massculturalcouncil.org/

al-council-program/.

The Uxbridge Cultural
Council is holding an info
session and meet and greet
event at the Uxbridge Free
Library in mid-September.
Please check the Uxbridge
Cultural Council Facebook
page for more details. If
you have an idea for a
program or questions about
your eligibility, please con-
tact us.

communities/local-cultur-

Rockdale Congregational
Church to host ice cream social

NORTHBRIDGE — The Rockdale Congregational
Church will be having an ice cream social on Sept. 13
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The social celebrates the end of summer and the begin-
ning of our Sunday School year. Enrollment will be tak-
ing place, however, are welcome if you have kids or not!

The event is free is open to all!! Our Church is located
at 42 Fowler Rd. in Northbridge. We hope to see you and
enjoy some tasty treats.

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts
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The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

508-248-9797
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DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Thursday price 9/3/26 was 55-05 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” ﬂ‘&

*prices subject to change
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JOHN DALY PLUMBING
Call

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
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of Beef Available!
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FREE LOCAL

Shower Valves,Qutside HF)se Connections, New Kitchfen Sink S.trainers email: c Al_l_ / TEXT: (774) 200.7308 I
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning, kaela@ DEI,IVERY -
Buy What You Like And I Will Install. mikaela www.crookedcreekfarmma.org
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-] Stonebfldge

7//\—:——'—7//\—:—'—7/ -:—:///-:—://}\-:—:/[}\—:—3

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com press.news




6. BLACKSTONE VALLEY TRIBUNE

Friday, September 11, 2026

Small Stones Festival of the Arts
announces art call exhlblt dates

GRAFTON — Art Call
opens Tuesday, Sept. 1 for
submission of work to the
2027 Small Stones Festival
of the Arts, the region’s
largest juried fine art and
photography exhibition.
Fine art artists and pho-
tographers are welcome to
join the area’s finest paint-
ers, photographers, water-
colorists and other two-di-
mensional artists in the
ninth year of the festival.

The two-week exhi-
bition sponsored by the
Blackstone Valley Art
Association and  the
Worcester County Camera
Club opens Jan. 30, 2027,
at the Community Harvest
Project barn located at
37 Wheeler Road in N
Grafton. The Festival runs
until Feb. 7 and is free to

the public.
The Art Call is open
until Oct. 1. All forms of

two-dimensional fine art-
work and fine art photog-
raphy are accepted with a
maximum of five entries
per artist. Juried artwork
will be displayed at the
exhibit and showcased in
the hardbound exhibition
catalog. The Festival’s
web galley will feature all

Auxilium Center for Entrepreneurship

submitted artwork meeting
minimum requirements.
Visit  https://smallstones-
festival.org/ to submit art-
work.

A panel of six jurors who
have distinguished careers
as practicing artists or in
curatorial capacities at area
museums, galleries and
colleges will select approx-

QCC celebrates successtul first year

said Director

imately 144 works to be
displayed. Awards include
first, second and third cash
prize winners and jurors’
choice (six awards). Cash
awards are $500 for first;
$250 for second; and $100
for third place. A popular
choice award for each cat-
egory will be voted on by
attendees.

entrepreneurs,”’

Several awards have
been endowed to honor
superb artistry. Dimitry
Papkov, an award win-
ning travel and landscape
photographer, created the
Excellence in Landscape
Photography Award to
acknowledge outstand-
ing photography. An
Abstract or Non-Objective

ment provided seed funding to

Art Award, sponsored by
Grafton Arts, Inc. presi-
dent Ken Crater, is open
to all painting or photog-
raphy work, recognizes art
which is either non-repre-
sentational or imparts the
strong subjective imprint
of the artist. The Ted and
Donna Williams Nature
at its Best Award debuted

at last year’s festival, is
given to artists whose work
encourages the advocacy
of wildlife habitat and
healthy rivers. Each award
offers a cash prize of $250.

The mission of the Small
Stones Festival of the Arts
is to elevate the practice
and appreciation of fine
art and photography in
the Blackstone Valley and
beyond. Grafton Arts Inc.,
a 501 (c)(3) organization is
the financial sponsor of the
Festival.

The festival organiz-
ers appreciate the support
of these organizations:
Brigham Hill Foundation,
Grafton Cultural Council,
Massachusetts  Cultural
Council, Grafton and
Millbury Cultural Councils
and Yesod Foundation and
businesses: Central One
Credit Union, Dance It

Up!, EverRise, Gastonart
&  Frame, Gaudette
Insurance, Homefield

Credit Union, Millbury
Federal Credit Union, New
England School of Fine
Art, Pepperoni Express,
Savers Bank, Uncommon
Cow and Grafton Grill &
Crust and UniBank.

at  BHS Class of 1986

seeks community’s help

locating classmates for
40th reunion

Courtes

Director Rocky Knight (standing) during a presentation at the Auxilium

Center for Entrepreneurship at QCC.

WORCESTER — The
Auxilium Center for
Entrepreneurship at

Quinsigamond Community
College is concluding its first
year dedicated to fostering stu-
dent success and strengthen-
ing QCC'’s role in the region’s
entrepreneurial ecosystem.
Since opening in the fall of
2025, the Center has delivered
four entrepreneurship work-
shops, provided more than 60
one-on-one consultations and
created new opportunities for
students to develop business
ideas, connect with mentors
and gain hands-on experience
pitching their ventures.

DEALS BETTER tuan
gbe XBIG GIDAIR
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o | 220.99
INSTANT

FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

D= =2
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QCC hosted its first WooTank
Qualifying Pitch Competition,
where nine student entrepre-
neurs competed for funding
and the chance to represent the
College on a regional stage.
QCC student entrepreneur
Mallory Callahan, founder of
Float Lab Worcester, went on to
earn a $1,500 investment at the
WooTank Intercollegiate Pitch
Competition during Worcester

Startup Week.
“Through mentorship,
experiential learning, stra-

tegic partnerships and direct
student support, the Auxilium
Center has quickly become a
valuable resource for aspiring

TWIN: $199 /

(REG. $299)

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99

*699.99

(REG. $499)
SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE
REG. $699.99

$599.99
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WASHER OR DRYER

of the Auxilium Center for
Entrepreneurship Rocky
Knight. “As it enters its second
year, the Center is well-posi-
tioned to expand its impact,
helping even more students
transform ambition and creativ-
ity into opportunity.”

The Center also aims to
elevate student entrepreneurs
beyond campus. Four QCC stu-
dents showcased their ventures
at WPI Demo Day, another col-
legiate pitch competition, gain-
ing public-facing experience
while representing the College
in Worcester’s innovation com-
munity.

“The Auxilium Center at
QCC gave me the tools, men-
torship and support I needed
to succeed as an entrepreneur
while also pursuing my edu-
cation and providing for my
family,” said Jamie Miee, QCC
student and founder of Hair
by Jamie. “Starting a business
feels scary and overwhelming,
but with the right support, you
can achieve your goals and
overcome obstacles you once
thought were impossible.”

The Auxilium Center at QCC
was made possible through the
vision of its founding support-
ers, the Cliff & Susan Rucker
Foundation, whose early invest-

FULL: $269 / QUEEN: $299

(REG. $599)

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER

REG. $999.99
$799.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR
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$599.99
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GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES

140 MAIN STREET,

hire the center director and help
turn the vision into reality.

An Inspiring Generosity
Grant from the Esler Family
Foundation has provided a
$10,000 matching grant to
support Auxilium Center pro-
gramming. Support from
Cornerstone Bank, ITServe
Alliance, UniBank, and the
Webster Five Foundation is
helping realize the full impact
of this opportunity, which must
be matched dollar-for-dollar.

Every gift made through Dec.
31 brings QCC closer to secur-
ing the full $10,000 match,
helping provide students with
the mentorship, guidance and
resources needed to turn ideas
into ventures. These gifts will
also support QCC’s inaugural
Entrepreneurship Week, help
launch the Center’s Business
Incubator and strengthen the
WooTank Qualifying Pitch

Competition.
More information on how
to support the Inspiring

Generosity Matching Grant
Program can be found at www.
givecampus.com/schools/
quinsigamondCommunityCol-
lege/auxilium-center-for-entre-
preneurship-at-qcc.

GAS GRILL SALE!

SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343

WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,

REGION — As
the Bartlett High
School Class of
1986 prepares to
celebrate its 40th
reunion on Sept.
26, organizers are
asking the commu-
nity for assistance
in locating class-
mates who have not
yet been reached
through social
media or via text.

To make the pro-
cess simple, the
reunion committee
has created a short
contact-information
form and is encour-
aging  residents,
friends, and former
classmates to help
spread the word. If
you know some-
one on the “miss-
ing  classmates”
list, organizers ask
that you text them
the link to the form
so they can update
their information.

Contact Info Form:
https://tinyurl.com/
BHS1986-40Years

If it’s easier, you
may also complete
the form on a class-
mate’s behalf—so
long as you have
their current contact
details. Organizers
emphasize that any
help tracking them
down is truly appre-
ciated, as personal
connections often
succeed where dig-
ital outreach falls
short.

Alist of classmates
the committee is
hoping to locate
appears below. With
the community’s
support, they hope
every member of
the Class of *86 will
have the opportuni-
ty to join this mile-
stone celebration.

Peter Allain

Beth Antonopoulos
Marie Aperges
Andrew Baca
Austin Bailey
David Beardsley
Frank Belanger
Carolyn Bembenek

Richard Bernier
Sheila Bialoncik
Beth Bialy
Jason Borski
Doreen Bourget
Eric Brisbois
Kathleen Brown
Paul Browning
Paul Bugan
Cindy Bullens
Sandra Butt
Mont Canterbury
Stephen Carlson
D an i e 1
Chapdelaine
Kelly Cobb
Ken Cournoyer
Timothy Decker
Tammy Deschenes
Aaron Dorcas
Daniel Doyle
Dorothy
DusoSelina Fife
James Gardner
Jeffrey Gatto
Tina Giakoumis
Alicia Goudreau
Richard Guerin
Robert Hamm
Scott Horanzy
Jane Houle
Todd Hufault
Joseph Hughes
Melissa Jankowski
Thor Johnson
Nena Johnston
Lisa Kozlowski
Robert Krasnecky
Jill Krause
Michael Kryger
Rick Lawson
Deborah Leite
Linda Lifer
Patricia Majewski
Renee Marchand
Jennifer Marsh
Jennifer Mason
John Meagher
Fumiyo Mochizuki
Deborah Munsch
Brett Napierata
Wayne Parmentier
Brian Poplawski
Gary Poplawski
Edward Powers
William Radcliffe
James Remy
Debra Ross
Collin Salmon
Dale Schleis
Theresa Sergel
Henry Skiba
Alan Standrowicz
Jeffrey Surozenski
Karen Toukonen
Joseph Veronick
Douglas Waldron
Robert Wheeler
Edward Zdrok
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Chamber announces new date, location
for Yellow Tulip Project Hope Garden
at Uxbridge High School

UXBRIDGE — The Blackstone Valley
Chamber of Commerce’s Women’s
Success Network (WSN) is proud to
announce a new date and location for
its upcoming Yellow Tulip Project Hope
Garden planting, bringing an important
message of hope, connection, and mental
health awareness to the Uxbridge com-
munity. The event will now take place
on Friday, Oct. 16 at 9 a.m. at Uxbridge
High School, 300 Quaker Highway,
Uxbridge. The rain date is set for Saturday,
Oct. 17 at 9 am.

As part of the Yellow Tulip Project,
the WSN, Chamber members, communi-
ty volunteers, and supporters will come
together to plant 500 yellow tulip bulbs and
create a Hope Garden at Uxbridge High
School. The project is designed to help
raise awareness around mental health,
encourage open conversations, and help
break the stigma associated with mental
illness. Yellow tulips are a symbol of hope
and happiness, making the garden much
more than a collection of flowers. Once in
bloom, the tulips will provide a lasting and
meaningful reminder throughout the com-
munity that hope can grow, even during
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difficult seasons. Also joining us for this
year’s planting, will be the UHS Mental
Health Awareness student organization!
“Sometimes the simplest things can
carry the most powerful message,”
said Kristen Kearnan, BVCC Programs
& Events Director. “Planting 500 tulips
may seem like a small act, but together,
those flowers will create something beau-
tiful that reminds our community, and
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especially our young people, that there is
always hope, that they are not alone, and
that it is okay to ask for help. We are so
excited to bring this project to Uxbridge
High School and watch this garden grow.”

The Blackstone Valley Chamber’s
Women’s Success Network is encour-
aging community members, businesses,
families, and individuals to join them
for this special morning of service and

connection. Volunteers are needed to help
plant the tulip bulbs, and participants are
encouraged to bring their own gardening
gloves and tools.

The Blackstone Valley Chamber of
Commerce is proud to partner with the
Yellow Tulip Project and the Uxbridge
High School on this meaningful initia-
tive. A special thank you to, Country Bank
as the presenting sponsor of this event.

To register as a volunteer, and to help
smash the stigma, please visit our web-
site at www.blackstonevalley.org/events.
This event is free and open to the public.
You can also learn more about the Yellow
Tulip Project at www.theyellowtulipproj-
ect.org. For more information, please con-
tact Kristen Kearnan at 508-234-9090,
ext. 100 or email Kristen at, kkearnan@
blackstonevalley.org.

The mission of the Blackstone Valley
Chamber of Commerce is to preserve
and enhance the economic vitality of the
Blackstone Valley by addressing the needs
and concerns of businesses and providing
leadership, support and resources in con-
nection with issues which impact com-
merce and the quality of life in the Valley.

Award-winning Puerto Rican film “Esta Isla” coming to Worcester

WORCESTER — “Esta
Isla” (This Island), the

Festival,

where it won
Best New Director and

T

identity, belonging, and
redemption in a Puerto

the film. The screening in
Worcester will include a
post-screening  discussion,
giving audiences an oppor-
tunity to engage directly
with the filmmakers and
explore the film’s themes
and creative process.
“‘Esta Isla’ represents
the kind of stories that
BoriCorridor seeks to bring
to our communities: deeply
Puerto Rican, honest, and
contemporary narratives
that invite us to reflect on
who we are and how we

relate to our country, our
history, and our diaspo-
ra,” said Elsa Mosquera,
founder of BoriCorridor.
The Worcester screen-
ing is part of a broader
nine-city  BoriCorridor
Screening Tour that will
bring “Esta Isla” to com-
munities in Massachusetts,

Connecticut, Colorado,
and Texas, as well as New
York City.

The tour marks the first
time BoriCorridor has
incorporated film into its

programming, expanding
the range of Puerto Rican
artistic and cultural pro-
ductions it brings to the
diaspora. Supported by
the Mellon Foundation,
the BoriCorridor Tour has
spent the past three years
connecting Puerto Rican
artists and cultural pro-
ductions with communi-
ties throughout the United
States.

Tickets and additional
information are available
at boricorridor.com.

award-winning feature film
by Puerto Rican filmmak-
ers Lorraine Jones Molina
and Cristian Carretero,
will screen in Worcester
on Sept. 26, bringing the
acclaimed Puerto Rican
film to audiences across
Central Massachusetts.
BoriCorridor, in collab-
oration with Experimento
Liudico and Vejigantes
Restaurant, presents the
screening as part of the
BoriCorridor  Screening
Tour, an initiative that

brings Puerto Rican artists
and cultural productions
to communities across the
United States.

“Esta Isla” premiered
at the 2025 Tribeca Film

Harfestay

‘@FESTWALJ,

NORTHBRIDGE COMMON;

Best Cinematography and
received a Special Jury
Mention for Best U.S.
Narrative Feature. In 2026,
the film received the John
Cassavetes Award at the
Film Independent Spirit
Awards, further establish-
ing “Esta Isla” as one of
the most recognized Puerto
Rican films in recent years.

Set against the backdrop
of Puerto Rico’s coastlines
and mountains, the film
follows Bebo, a teenag-
er trying to survive amid
economic hardship. After
a violent incident alters his
life, he flees with Lola, a
young woman determined
to escape her circumstanc-
es. Their journey explores

2026

CHURCH PRESENTS:

CHURCH ST. WHITINSVILLE, MA

RAIN DATE: SUN. SEPT.27TH

12PM-4PM

Rico that is as beautiful as
it is complex.

More than a chase
thriller, “Esta Isla” offers
a deeply human and con-
temporary portrait of
Puerto Rican life, explor-
ing inequality, resilience,
and the island’s historical
legacy.

“This film was born
in Puerto Rico—from its
landscapes, its contradic-
tions, and its people. Being
able to share it now with
Puerto Rican communities
across the United States
is a very special opportu-
nity for us,” said Lorraine

Jones Molina, who, along
with Cristian Carretero,
directed and produced
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Sherift’s Office Safekeep Program delivers public
safety support, significant cost savings

REGION — After decades of requests
from local law enforcement agencies to
house individuals arrested by munic-
ipal and state police departments, the
Worcester County Sheriff’s Office offi-
cially opened the first cells dedicated
to its Safekeep Program in 2021. The
Worcester County Sheriff’s Office
(WCSO) Safekeep Program has since
delivered measurable public safety
improvements and meaningful cost savings
to communities across Worcester County

and throughout the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts.

The program operates from the Sheriff’s
Office Intake and Medical Unit in West
Boylston, a modern, purpose-built facil-
ity designed to centralize intake, med-
ical screening, and short-term housing
for individuals in custody. The facility
operates 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, and provides a secure environment
for pre-arraignment detainees transferred
from municipal police departments and
the Massachusetts State Police.

By allowing local and state agencies to
transfer custody of eligible detainees to
the Sheriff’s Office, the program enables
officers to return more quickly to patrol,
investigations, and emergency response
duties instead of remaining assigned to
station-based detainee supervision, a
major resource draw for local and state
police departments.

“The Worcester County Sheriff’s Office
specializes in the care, custody, and con-
trol of detainees,” commented Worcester
County Sheriff Lew Evangelidis. “I'm
grateful that the Baker-Polito adminis-
tration believed in this project and the
potential it had to benefit the hardworking
police departments of Massachusetts.”

Estimated $1 million in taxpayer sav-
ings

The Safekeep Program is estimated
to have saved approximately $1 mil-
lion in personnel and operational costs
for Worcester County municipal police

departments and the Massachusetts
State Police. These savings are achieved
through:

Reduced overtime expenses

Fewer officers assigned to extended
detainee watch

Decreased need for local holding capac-
ity

Consolidated and efficient court trans-
port procedures

Cost-cutting through avoiding provid-
ing meals, medical resources, etc.

]

By centralizing short-term custody
operations at the Intake and Medical Unit,
the Sheriff’s Office helps law enforce-
ment agencies operate more efficiently
while reducing the financial burden on

Massachusetts taxpayers.

Webster Police Chief Michael Shaw
stated that the Safekeep program takes the
burden off the officers and dispatchers. It
allows these individuals to focus on more
relevant tasks as opposed to monitoring,
feeding, and ensuring the overall safety

of arrestees.

Shaw stated that, “Having this program
in place is a huge relief to our agency,
which, like many others, is facing staffing
difficulties. We are grateful for our partner-
ship with the Worcester County Sheriff’s
Office, not just for its Safekeep program,
but the commitment to helping police

departments across Worcester County.”

Program activity (July 2021 — June

2026)

2,720 successful Safekeeps placements
178 denials based on medical, safety, or

eligibility criteria

Municipal departments with the highest
number of successful safekeeps include:
Shrewsbury (202), Westborough (180),
Milford (104), Auburn (99), Rutland (94),
Barre (85), Lunenburg (83), Leominster
(75), Fitchburg (58), and Blackstone (52)

The Massachusetts State Police rep-
resents the largest single user of the pro-

gram

These figures highlight both the strong
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P2708EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Renee Rousseau
Date of Death: 01/29/2022
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited For-
mal Testacy and/or Appointment
has been filed by Norma Rousseau of
Mendon MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order and
for such other relief as requested in the
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Norma E Rousseau of Mendon MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-

ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of

09/22/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-

tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,

First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 25, 2026
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
September 11, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Courtesy

WCSO Intake/Medical Build, built in 2021, where the Safekeep program is facilitated out of.

demand for the safekeep Program and the
Sheriff’s Office’s commitment to main-
taining careful screening and responsible
custody decisions.

Chief Ryan Malatos of the Leominster
Police Department explained that
the  Worcester County  Sheriff’s
Office Safekeep Program has been an
invaluable resource for his department,
particularly when a detainee is unlikely
to make bail or when call volume and
community needs require him to reassign
officers quickly.

Malatos went on to explain that, “by
providing a secure option for continued
detention, the program allows us to return
a uniformed officer back to the road rather
than requiring that officer to assist with a
detainee. This helps us maintain patrol
coverage and respond more effectively to
calls for service.”

Maintaining safety and professional
standards

All detainees must meet established
medical, mental health, and classifica-
tion standards before being accepted
into the program, in accordance with
formal agreements between the Sheriff’s
Office and participating agencies. These
requirements ensure the safety of staff and
detainees while upholding professional
standards of care, custody, and oversight

The Worcester County Sheriff’s
Office Safekeep Program demonstrates
how regional collaboration and modern
infrastructure can enhance public safe-
ty, improve operational efficiency, and

B
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provide meaningful cost savings to the
taxpayers of the Commonwealth.

For more information on the Worcester
County Sheriff’s Office, visit www.
WorcesterCountySheriff.com or follow
the Sheriff’s Office on social media for
updates.

Massasoit
Art Guild
to hold
23rd
annual Art
Show and
Sale

SPENCER — The Massasoit Art Guild
will showcase the work of area artists
when its 23rd annual Art Show and Sale
returns to Spencer Town Hall in October.

The show will be held Saturday and
Sunday, Oct. 10 and 11, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. at Spencer Town Hall, 157 Main St.
Admission is open to the public.

In addition to giving visitors an oppor-
tunity to view original artwork, the event
will feature works available for purchase,
including original pieces, fine art prints
and cards.

A public reception and awards ceremo-
ny will be held Saturday, Oct. 10, from 1
to 3 p.m. Cash prizes will be presented in
each category.

This year’s special challenge category
is “Fantasy,” with organizers specifying
that entries in the category must be family
friendly.

Massasoit Art Guild members interest-
ed in participating may submit up to three
pieces of original artwork. The entry fee
is $8 per piece, and the deadline to submit
entries is Sunday, Sept. 27.

Artwork entered in the show should
be dropped off at Spencer Town Hall on
Friday, Oct. 9, from 5 to 7 p.m. Following
the conclusion of the show, artwork may
be picked up Sunday, Oct. 11, from 4:30
to 5:15 p.m.

The event will also include a raffle
table, with donations encouraged. Raffle
winners will be announced Sunday after-
noon.

The guild’s 2025 Best in Show honor
went to artist Doug Caves for his oil
painting “Intersection No. 1.”

Complete show guidelines, registration
information and other details are avail-
able at the Massasoit Art Guild’s website.
Questions may also be directed to massa-
soitartguild@gmail.com.

The 23rd annual Art Show and Sale
is supported in part by a grant from the
Spencer Cultural Council, a local agency
supported by the Mass Cultural Council,
a state agency.

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P2445EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Josiah P. Burch
Also Known As: Joe Burch
Date of Death: 11/26/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A- Formal Probate of
Will with Appointment of Person-
al Representative has been filed by
Jane Burch of Douglas MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Jane Burch of Douglas MA be ap-
pointed as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised admin-
istration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-

ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
09/22/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 20, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

September 11, 2026
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Ten adults, 200 hours, one new career path

Bay Path’s Career Technical initiative graduates third Building Maintenance cohort

Courtesy

Seated, left to right: R. Zhou (Grafton), L. Pena (Southbridge), D.Raczka (Spencer), A. Vasquez
(Worcester). From left to right, standing: Y. Mao (Grafton), W. Vega (Worcester), J. Wickens
(Worcester), S. Shankara (Shrewsbury), J. Sweet (Worcester), and J. Watler (Worcester).

CHARLTON — Bay Path’s Career
Technical Initiative (CTI) celebrated its
third graduating class of adult learners on
Aug. 12, honoring 10 students who com-
pleted the 200-hour Building Maintenance
certificate program. The graduation lun-
cheon, held on Bay Path’s campus, brings
the program’s total number of graduates
to 30 since its launch in September 2024.

This cohort traveled to
Charlton from Worcester, Spencer, South
Grafton, Southbridge, Oxford, Shrewsbury
and ranged from 22 to 50 years old.
Each will leave the program with supports
that can lead to job placement, OSHA
10, Bloodborne Pathogens, Asbestos

Awareness, Ladder Safety, Scaffolding
Safety and Fall Protection certifications;
a year of access to Interplay’s virtual real-
ity trades training simulations and a fully
stocked toolbox of the trade, presented
at the ceremony in front of family and
friends.

“The goal of this program is really to
help people get into good-paying, in-de-
mand careers by removing the barriers
that often keep adults from going back
to school or getting the training they
need,” said Jibrael Younis, Operations
Manager for Mass Hire, the state agen-
cy working with Bay Path to facilitate the
CTI program. “We partner with vocational

schools like Bay Path to provide indus-
try-focused training that leads directly to
employment in fields where employers
are actively hiring for jobs that provide
sustainable, livable wages.”

Demand for the program continues to
grow. Bay Path has scheduled cohorts
through 2028, and applications for the
next Building Maintenance cohort are
open now, closing once the program
receives 24 applications or by Aug. 26,
whichever comes first. The program is
open to all Massachusetts residents 18 and
older who qualify.

Among this cohort’s graduates are adult
students charting distinct paths into the
trades. One graduate is using the certifi-
cate as a springboard toward a career in
building inspection.

“I was previously working in the IT field
and that field is shrinking because of Al
technology. I needed to develop a different
skill set,” said Jeff from Worcester. “I feel
good, I feel like I accomplished some-
thing, taking a first step down a path for
a new skill set. Job hunting is my next
step; I'm not sure if I’'ll go back to the
IT field or if I'm going to commit to
switching over to facilities maintenance.
Regardless, having the skillset will be
valuable and even if I don’t do it for a
job, I'll save me thousands if not tens of
thousands in the future with home repair
and maintenance.”

“l wanted to further my educa-
tion and knowledge,” said Anne from
Worcester.  “I liked being in the pro-
gram; it helped me learn more things. I do
renovations. I’'m proud. It doesn’t hurt to
do it; you get the knowledge, the experi-
ence, and you can go out and further your
job opportunities and your resume. My
plans after this are to find a job, find a
house, and try to find something in this
career field. Ultimately, I want to join the
military but the things I’ve learned here |
can take with me.”

Bay Path’s CTI Building Maintenance

For Advertising Information, Call 174-200-1308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775  munm
492 Main St Oxford :

FRESH COLOR PAINTING

YOUR VISION IN COLOR
Brighten Your Curb Appeal

With a Power Wash
Locally Owned, Operated And Insured._

Ask About Senior And Veteran Discounts
Call Today For A Free Estimate

Over 15 Years Experience
Call Today: 774-241-6399

program prepares adult learners for
entry-level careers in building and prop-
erty maintenance through hands-on and
classroom instruction. Since launching
in September 2024, the program has
graduated 30 adult learners and built a
growing pipeline of skilled tradespeo-
ple for the state. In addition to Building
Maintenance, Bay Path’s CTI offers addi-
tional programs in Diesel Technology,
HVAC, Electrical, Welding, Automotive
Collision Repair, Automotive Technology,
Culinary, and Manufacturing.

“Bay Path has been such a great partner
because they provide excellent hands-on
training that’s aligned with what local
employers are looking for, giving grad-
uates in-demand skills and credentials
that make them immediately employable
for local jobs that offer great wages,”
Younis said. “Beyond the classroom, par-
ticipants also receive support through-
out the process including job readiness,
career coaching and connecting direct-
ly to employers. Through Bay Path
and MassHire, we can often help with
supportive services, providing free tools
and equipment, and funding for trans-
portation and even childcare, so people
can focus on completing their training
instead of worrying about those barriers.”

About Bay Path
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School prepares students for both
college and careers through a rigorous
blend of academic coursework and hands-
on technical training. Accredited by the
New England Association of Schools and
Colleges, Bay Path serves ten Southern
Worcester County communities: Auburn,
Charlton, Dudley, North Brookfield,
Oxford, Paxton, Rutland, Southbridge,
Spencer, and Webster. Opening in 1972
atop Muggett Hill, the school has spent
more than five decades offering 23 career
areas alongside its academic program.

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS
=== KEARNS

ISION REPAIR

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes * Alternators « Starters « ABS
Alignments * Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Adbvertise on this page
for one low price! Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

Stump Grinding

" Asian Longhorn
Beetle Certified Y
Fully Insured - Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

SAUNDERS &

David

WORCESTERCOUNTY 5]

\. LAWNMOWER.COM
CHIMNEYS/MASONRY B Home Improvement

CHIMNEY | | BONETTI’S
CLEANINGS | |[Home Improvement
Starting at $99 Roofing

ALL KINDS OF o

MASONRY & Remodeling

CONCRETE WORK Windows
New & Repairs, Repointing, Doors

Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

PAINTING

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

C==]

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Interior and Exterior OUTDOOR
. LIVING CONSTRUCTION
PowerWashing Chimney Repair
Wallpapering Foundation Repair
General Repair Steps, Patios
P Water Proofing
Fully Insured Walkways
Stone Veneer
Overd0+Years | Moo\ and Block Work
Experience Cord Wood

Brian French

(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com

SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Gall Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

g‘ ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127
MA HIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

/> MIKE LAMBERT'S
=~ PLUMBING &
g‘g HE#]'INGINE.
Commercial,
Residential,
New Construction
- exp
Lwlcrfsnus;g & 369 Main St,
Ste 4
508-867-2877 Spencer, MA
508-754-9054 1-833-969-4330
A. Eagle Gutters Fully Insured
aeagleguﬂers.com MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
120 @GMAIL.COM
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Blackstone
Headwaters Coalition
settles landmark
Clean Water Act Case

BLACKSTONE — The
Blackstone Headwaters
Coalition, Inc. (Blackstone)
has announced that it has
reached a settlement of its long-
standing Federal Clean Water
Act (CWA) lawsuit against
a construction developer in
Worcester, Massachusetts.

In the case, titled The

Blackstone Headwaters
Coalition, Inc. v. Gallo
Builders, Inc., et al.,

Blackstone alleged that the
defendant developer group
had violated the CWA at their
residential construction site
in Worcester, “Arboretum
Village Estates,” by failing to
take numerous measures to
prevent the sediment pollution
of a tributary system of the
Blackstone River.

Under the terms of the settle-
ment, as set forth in a Consent
Decree entered by the United
States District Court for the
District of Massachusetts, the
defendants were required to
make payments totaling 2.2
million dollars, including inter
alia (a) a payment of $500,000
to the Massachusetts Audubon
Society to fund two proj-
ects with Worcester Public
Schools students focused on
Blackstone River watershed
health and stormwater pollu-
tion prevention, and (b) a pay-
ment of $50,000 to Worcester
State University to enable
the purchase of water quality
monitoring equipment for the
university’s Tatnuck Brook
water monitoring initiative.
Additionally, the Consent
Decree requires that the defen-
dants comply with the CWA
permit that they were found
to have violated, and enables
representatives of Blackstone
to monitor the site for such
compliance for a period of
three years.

The settlement concludes
a decade of extraordinarily
complex and impactful litiga-
tion. Blackstone, a non-profit
organization dedicated to the
restoration and protection of
water quality and wildlife hab-
itat in the Blackstone River,
filed its lawsuit in 2016 under
the CWA’s “citizen suit” pro-
vision,33 U.S.C. § 1365. That
provision enables a person or
organization aggrieved by a
violation of the CWA to sue the
violator, both to stop the viola-
tion and to impose monetary
penalties. Blackstone alleged
that the defendants’ numerous
violations of the CWA permit
for construction activities, the
Construction General Permit
(CGP), were resulting in the
chronic discharge of sedi-
ment-laden stormwater from

Town-to-Town

the Arboretum Village Estates
site.

At the outset of the case, the
defendants filed a motion to
dismiss, arguing that because
the Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection
already had an open admin-
istrative enforcement action
against them, Blackstone’s
lawsuit was barred by a CWA
provision under which a cit-
izen may not bring a civil
penalty action against a CWA
violator when a state is “dili-
gently prosecuting” an action
for the same violations under
a comparable state law. The
trial court judge agreed with
the defendants and dismissed
the case. Blackstone appealed
to the First Circuit Court of
Appeals, which ultimately—
six years after the case began —
agreed with Blackstone that,
insofar as its lawsuit sought
injunctive relief, the CWA’s
diligent prosecution bar did
not apply. See The Blackstone
Headwaters Coalition, Inc. v.
Gallo Builders, Inc., 32 F4th
99 (Ist Cir. 2022). In so
holding, the First Circuit took
the extraordinary step of over-
turning its own 31-year prec-
edent. This was a landmark
decision and a major victory
for the environment, as CWA
citizen plaintiffs are often far
more aggressive in litigation,
and thus far more effective in
curbing pollution, than state
regulators. The implications
of the First Circuit’s ruling
will be felt throughout the
country, as federal courts else-
where look for guidance in
deciding the same issue.

After the appeal, in 2022,
litigation resumed in the
trial court. Two years later,
the defendants filed another
motion to dismiss, arguing
that the stream into which
their site discharged storm-
water was not a “water of
the United States” (WOTUS)
within the meaning of the
CWA as interpreted by the
United States Supreme Court
in Sackett v. Environmental
Protection Agency, 598 U.S.
651 (2023)—and thus, that the
CWA did not apply to the site.
The Court in Sackett held that,
to be a WOTUS, a tributary to
a river such as the Blackstone
River had to be at least “rela-
tively permanent.” According
to the defendants, the stream
into which the site discharged
stormwater was not relatively
permanent. The trial court
judge denied the defendants’
motion to dismiss, saving the
issue of the stream’s perma-
nence for a jury to decide at
trial.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS ™
774-200-7308

A three-week jury trial as to
the defendants’ liability was
held in December of 2025.
This was one of only several
CWA construction pollution
cases ever to be tried to a
jury. The defendants’ case
rested largely on their conten-
tion that the stream in question
was not relatively permanent.
Blackstone, however, had
amassed overwhelming video
and eyewitness evidence that
the stream was not only rel-
atively permanent, but that it
flowed perennially, even in
times of drought; and related-
ly, that the waters downstream
of the development consti-
tuted a cold-water fishery, as
evidenced by the presence of
native brook trout. The jury
found that the stream was
indeed a WOTUS, and that
the defendants had committed
each of the sixteen types of
CGP violations with which
they had been charged. A sec-
ond phase of trial, on the issue
of remedies for the defen-
dants’ violations, was then
scheduled. In the interim, the
parties reached the settlement
described above.

Sediment pollution has been
identified by the United States
Environmental  Protection
Agency as the most significant
cause of water quality degra-
dation in the United States. It
has a wide range of adverse
effects on the ecology of
wetlands and water systems,
including habitat destruction,
disruption of animal feeding
patterns, inhibition of animal
reproduction, reduction of dis-
solved oxygen, and increased
turbidity. ~ Through these
effects, it decreases the den-
sity, diversity, and biomass of
aquatic organisms of all kinds.
Sediment pollution also facil-
itates other types of water
pollution. Harmful metals,
organic compounds, and fer-
tilizing nutrients bind them-
selves to sediment and are thus
more readily mobilized during
storms. The CWA is a critical
tool for combatting this pollu-
tion, and for holding polluters
accountable. The result in
this landmark case will send
a message to the construction
industry that there can be a
high price to pay for polluting
the nation’s waters.

Blackstone was represented
in the case by James P. Vander
Salm of the Law Office of
James P. Vander Salm and
Benjamin C. Rudolf, Maureen
Carroll, and Sarah Varney of
the law firm of Rudolf, Griffis,
Ruggieri & Murray, LLP.

Plgté your ad

Courtesy

A DREAM
YEARS
IN THE
MAKING!

The dream of a new
Bobcat Park is finally com-
ing to life! Trinity Catholic
Academy recently celebrat-
ed the groundbreaking of our
new playground—a project
made possible through the
incredible generosity, ded-
ication, and support of our
TCA community. We are so
grateful to everyone who has
donated, volunteered, spread
the word, and believed in
this longtime dream. What
began as an idea has grown
into a project that will bring
countless years of play,
laughter, and memories to
our students.
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BOY SCOUT
TROOP 273

9am until 3pm FREE

Grouped Items: Electronics

chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, FRIES AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE

YARI%ALE

SATURDAY, SEPT 19TH

Universal Tag Parkin
36 Hall Road, Dudley

Early Birds (8am to 9am) e $10.00 per person fee

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!
CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED!

- stereos, speakers, etc.
(no TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture
- Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups,
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants,
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high

Lot,

2011
Lincoln

Town Car

205,000 miles
Leather seats, airbags,
recent michilan tires.
Very dependable.
New manifold.

$2,900 oBO
774-635-9056

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVAMCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

KAY

continued from page Al

a trusted adult. At several workshops, Kay
also provided children with copies of her
book so they could continue the conversa-
tion with their families at home.

Through the project, she found a way to
make an important and sometimes difficult
topic easier for young children to under-
stand. Her goal was to help children begin
developing healthy emotional habits at an
early age.

Her commitment to helping others extends
well beyond her Gold Award project.
During high school, Kay was a varsity
athlete, led the Active Minds club, which
promoted mental health awareness among
student-athletes, and also led the Unified
Sports program for Young Athletes in part-
nership with the Special Olympics. Outside
of school and athletics, she worked as a
Registered Behavior Therapist with chil-
dren with autism and as a lifeguard at a local
town beach. Now a freshman at Villanova
University, she is pursuing a degree in
nursing. While her Girl Scout Gold Award
journey may be complete, the message
behind “Be Kind to Your Mind” will contin-
ue to reach children and families.

Congratulations to Abigail Kay on earn-
ing the Girl Scout Gold Award and turn-
ing her passion for helping others into a
project with a lasting impact. For more
information about Girl Scouting in the
Central Massachusetts area, please call 508-
365-0115 or visit GSCWM.org. Kay’s
book, “Be Kind to Your Mind,” is currently
available on Amazon.com.
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43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan*

hope2o0wn.com |

508.943.4333

Stanon Pelletier - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want
Your Listings!

Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Brgaw Pelletier

Websten - 106 East Main St (Ze 12)
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eammmmé O pportunity! l/ X

)

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely Hi

-_ Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
L ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-
) ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. lts
—

.. Close proximity to Successful National Franchised
4 t ~ = Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this
Location. Convenient Access.

| 0 MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

This inviting home, spans 2,042 sf +-, 4 BRs
2-1/2 Baths. Offers a refined living experience
designed for comfort & convenience. The kitchen
is a culinary enthusiast's delight, featuring a dining
area w/picturesque views! Sleek stainless steel
appliances, elegant maple wood cabinets & stone
counters that provide both functionality & aesthet-
: ! ic appeal. The living room offers a sophisticated
ambiance, enhanced by hardwood floors, crown moldings & custom built in shelves. For special occa-
sions enjoy the formal dining rm & a cozy everyday fireplaced family rm wisliders to a very private deck.
Also provides a 2 car att'd garage for secure parking & storage. Discover the exceptional lifestyle afforded
by this distinguished residence! We invite your inquiry & a private viewing! MLS#73523347  $589,900

(L2 %(ea Doint TH

XIS Beautifully Maintained Two-Level Waieﬁront Panoramic WATER VIEWS from almest X

S|ng|e Window!! 50 Ft of Sandy Shoreline!! Front-row Northwest-facing Sunsets !!...The house La%
out is Designed for a Seamless Indoor- Outdoor Lifestyle, Weather-Protected Patio! The Gem o
the House is the Living/Dining room Combination
Il Offering a sweeping Wall of Windows to enjoy
watching Mother Nature at her Finest!! Granite
Countenops Stainless-steel Appliances, White

../\

ThIS Main Level has an Effortless Layout adding
a Roomy Convenient Bedroom & Large Closet,
Downstairs,
the Walk-out Lower Level Transitions into a phe-
nomenal Guest Retreat with 2 Bedrooms, Living
space, and Full Bath!!..2 Car Garage!

N

Featuned New Listing! )
24 Lawrelwood D \
Webster Late Waz‘e’z{/za«t

On the shores of prestigious
Webster Lake! Experience
ultra-luxury  lakefront  living
with direct water access. This
young modern craftsman lake
4 home is masterly designed to
maximize panoramic Western
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of
sophisticated, three-story living
space, complete with multilevel
waterside decks, a radius stone
faced patio, and a tiered land-
. scape with its own waterfall.
From morning coffee to sunset
| gatherings, you will enjoy every
. minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet
main level features a spacious
open floor plan, welcoming you
into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity,
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless,
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting

We&zggz ~ 55 Slaten Stweer

I‘__ = e

Open House Sunday 11:30-1

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to rear deck, and
3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183 NEW PRICE $464,900

Welbster - 24 (oopern RA
%w&mmn Craftoman Style home

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 11:30-1:00
. Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
. ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
rms, 4 brs, 3 ¥ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
. sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out
w/ slider. Central AC, garage

$1,050,000. memories!  MLS#73563787

Wetster Late Waterfront
22 Uuion Point Suug Fanbor Vitla

[T\ Open House Saturday & Sunday 122 /7
< Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!  »

/ Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake! l\
J’Presentlng a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex- ‘v&
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for relaxation & con-
venience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.

VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS$999,900.
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On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

$1,750,000 MLS # 73534271 $649,000

eatuned Vew Lioting!
7 60 WAKEFIELD AVE

RARE WEBSTER LAKE DEVELOPMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY ~ Two (2) Strategic Building Lots with Direct
Waterfront Ownership. Discover an unmatched real
estate package combining the financial benefits of
off-water property taxes with the luxury of premium,
direct Webster Lake access. This rare offer features
two cleared, build-ready contiguous lots paired with
a commanding 2/3 fractional ownership interest in
s+ | a prime waterfront parcel, complete with a private
| beach and boat dock. MLS# 73564208 $525,000
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Dlscover how a HECM can help you
enjoy a more secure reitrement!
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)
Call Today for a FREE Consulation % 6?‘\‘6 0,
Ruta Convent NMLS#484339

Reverse Mortgage Specialist N
g MutuarOmana 0’
(508)641'1464 REVERSE MORTGAGE

Corporate NMLS #1025894. CT Mortgage Lender License ML-1025894, FL. Mortgage Lender Servicer
License MLD1827. ME Supervised Lender License 1025894. MA Mortgage Broker and Lender License
MC1025894. www.nlmsconsumeraccess.org

# 4513957078 Expires 07/2029 Equal Husing Lender
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044

Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254 1=
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

RV
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CHARLTON-30X4- SPLIT ENTRY CHARLTON -”STONEYBROOK GARDENS”
*1.5 Acres . R :
*3 Full Baths
*Main
Bedroom with
Tray Ceiling
*Central Air
9 *Office
*Completely | [* s
Finished *4 Bedrooms * 3rd Level Au Pair Suite * 24’x24” Great Room
Lower Level *2 Fireplaces * Koi Pond with Waterfall
s Ny *Underground Sprinkler System « MLS #73536242
95 A.F. Putnam Rd $687,500 30 Knollwood $849,900

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Got Space?

we do.

GRAFTON-

SUTTON-NEW PRICE! ] -
— Charming Antique Cape

HOLDEN- 1500 sq. ft. RANCH

*3 Bedroom *Country Kitchen
*Wide Pine Floors*FANTASTIC

*7 Rooms *1.5 Baths * Skyhght ~*2 Baths *1/2 Acre Lot

* 1st Floor Familyroom *Family Room *3 Bedroom 1/2 Acre Lot with Botanical Like Grounds
* MLS #73555830 * MLS #73546247 *MLS # 73543247
9 Colonial Rd $545,000 1994 Main St. $519,000 41 Worcester St. $449,500

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL

ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

When

ERA Key Realty

ssssssssss SERVICES
Experlence Donna Flannery Realtor®
and 508-612-6771
C Ommltment Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net
M attel' OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE

NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

v SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME >
ﬁ ERA HALL OF FAME [l 5

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame
T 508.612.1382
S~
,/' = E,E;'::Ax\,u MESRealty.com
AN, " Mary@WillSellit.com

Call for a Reservation!!!
Real Estate Coffee Hour
9/12/2026 11am to 12 noon

Buying or selling a CondominumWhat You Need to Know!
*What are Condo Reserves?
*Are there Restrictions?

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik) B *What Do My Fees Cover?
Szymczak _ .
CRS, GRI, SRES |1 ReMax Vision e
508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 s (= MIS

774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|
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BLACKSTONE VALLEY TRIBUNE

Webster First launches "Pay a Person’

SEND MONEY announced an exciting members can transfer simpler. To send money, dog walker, settle up on ly, making it perfect for
update to its online bank- funds in seconds, making members only need the shared rent or utilities, or quick, everyday exchang-

TO FRIENDS ing platform with the it faster and easier than recipient’s name and send emergency fundstoa es. When the money is
launch of a new “Pay a ever to pay back a friend, phone number or email family member in a pinch. headed to someone at a

AND FAMILY Person” feature. Arriving share expenses, or help out address. There’snoneed to  Pay a Person makes it easy different bank, members
this July, this convenient a loved one. Designed for ask for account or routing to move money quickly can choose a free next-

INSTANTLY', NO (ool will let members send speed and simplicity, “Pay numbers. Once a transferis  and securely whenever the day delivery option that’s
EXTRA APPS money instantly to friends a Person” puts effortless, started, the recipient gets a need arises. ideal for payments that
and family straight from secure payments right at quick notification and can Webster First designed aren’t time-sensitive. And

REQUIRED their account—no extra members’ fingertips. accept the funds in just the Pay a Person feature for those moments when

WORCESTER
— Webster First has

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

third-party payment apps
to download or sign up
for. With just a few taps,

The Pay a Person tool
was created to make every-
day financial moments

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

a few steps, even if they
don’t bank with Webster
First.

The feature is built for
the moments that come
up in daily life. Members
can split a dinner bill with
friends, chip in for a group
gift, pay a babysitter or

with flexibility and afford-
ability in mind, giving
members several ways to
send money based on how
quickly it needs to arrive.
Sending money to anoth-
er Webster First member
is always free and lands
in their account instant-

~_ Restaurant « Bar « Banquet

\__'

speed matters most, recip-
ients at outside financial
institutions can accept the
funds instantly for a sim-
ple, low flat fee of just
$2.50. No matter which
option members choose,
the recipient receives a text
or email with clear, step-
by-step instructions
on how to accept
the funds.

To make sending
money as simple as
possible, Webster
First has built Pay a
Person directly into
its online banking
platform. Members
can access the fea-

1992 Victory Hwy (Rt 102) ture rigtht C{fro}zrl; the(iir
account dashboard,
~ Glendale, RI'» 401-563-6996 s, Gt
Crown Jewel by Sealy® Jewel Nile Crown Jewel by Sealy* Opal House OPEN: Thur 4-9pm, Fri 4-10pm, Sat 4-10pm, Sun 12-8pm ?;(i)utarzha tmuillitél\f/:i
Queen Matiress Only Firmor lush Queen Matiress Only f BELLARESTAURANTANDBANQUET.COM . throughg et
A ek transfer in just a few
. taps.
Every Thursday and Sunday We Offer: Jll ™~ » o . .
Webster First

Webster First is a

community-focused
credit union com-
mitted to helping
its members make
sound, responsible
financial decisions.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799°

jami/éf gfy/e
A You Con ot

CHICKEN &

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

CARRYING THE @, O >~  STEARNS e digital 0ol and
TOP BRANDS TEMPUR-PEDIC & FOSTERv ROAST BEEF trusted local service,

Webster First makes
everyday banking
simple and secure.
For more informa-

with bread, salad, pasta & potato

LAYAWAY' « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL" « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE® $

not applicable for
larger parties

] 241 Providence Rd. Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM PRI RIB tioq about the new

SUNDEEN Whitinsville, MA01588 | Thurs—Fri.9:30 AM~7 PM ME $39pp online  banking

FURNITURE | (s08)232-8777 Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM updates, visit web-
Tax and gratuity are not included. Excluding Holidays. sterfirst.com.

“Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

UniQue

i

\\j
Ch

£
ecking.

Designed Around Your Life.

Experience a UniQue way to bank.

Our new UniQue Checking accounts make banking feel effortless. With
two custom crafted accounts, you're able to choose the benefits that fit
your lifestyle. Prefer an enhanced experience? Step up to our UniQue Plus

Checking for even more rewards, access, and value.

Select the checking account that fits
your goals. Apply online or visit any

branch to get started.

UNIBANK

Member FDIC | NMLS #583135 | 800.578.4270
mmmme 49 Church Street, Whitinsville, MA 01588




