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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — Fresh 

off  the release of  her 
debut novel, local author 
Mary Anne Kalonas 
Slack looks forward to 
greeting readers and 
writers next month at 
Leicester Public Library.

A Spencer-based 
writer and member of  
the Quaboag Writers’ 
Collaborative, Slack pub-
lished her first novel 
with White River Press 
in Amherst. 

“The Sacrificial 
Daughter” tells the story 
of  35-year-old Mary Ellen 
Kelleher, who lives on 
Vernon Hill in Worcester 
with her elderly mother. 
Mary Ellen is beginning 
to strain at the confines 
of  her responsibilities to 
her mother when a friend 
invites her on a trip to 
China. The trip winds up 
awakening Mary Ellen 
to new possibilities and 
relationships. 

“In the process of  
claiming her indepen-
dence, Mary Ellen must 
navigate her relation-
ship with her mother 
and come to terms with 
the responsibilities that 
come with love and con-
nections within her fam-
ily,” read a statement 
released by the author.

After a successful book 
launch event last month 
at Richard Sugden 
Library in Spencer, 
Slack has been promot-
ing her book at venues 

throughout the area. She 
is eager to discuss her 
novel and her path to 
publication on Tuesday, 
April 16, from 6-7 p.m. at 
Leicester Public Library.

“My favorite part of  
writing the book was 
seeing the story and 
characters evolve over 

time,” Slack told the New 
Leader. “I am not a fast 
writer. I started writing 
this in 2012 and put it 
aside many times before 
deciding to publish it.”

For writers seeking to 
publish their own works, 
Slack’s event at Leicester 
Public Library will help 
provide helpful insights 
on the author’s experi-
ences and challenges 
while attempting to get 
her book into print. 

Guests will also learn 
about the importance of  
perseverance when writ-
ing novels and never giv-
ing up on a dream.

“The most frustrating 
part of  the publishing 
process was trying to 
find an agent. After que-
rying almost a hundred 
literary agents over the 
years and getting only a 
little feedback, I decid-
ed to find a publisher 
myself. I’m very happy 
with the outcome,” Slack 
added.

Copies of  Slack’s novel 
are available locally at 
Brookfield Orchards, 
Richard Sugden Library, 
Tidepool Bookshop, 
Annie’s Book Stop in 
Worcester, and A Great 
Notion in Auburn. You 
can also order the book 
from major online retail-
ers like Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble.

Additionally, Slack’s 
short stories have been 
published in MUSED, 
Adelaide Literary, and in 
the 2023 Quabbin Quills 
anthology, Our Wild 
Winds.

Looking ahead, Slack 
plans to continue writ-
ing short stories and 
novels to share with 
hungry readers. She is 
currently in the process 
of  finishing her second 
novel.

Parks and Rec 
Committee 

addresses CORI 
compliance issues

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — Following last month’s confirma-

tion that coaches have been able to work with youth 
in town without receiving CORI checks, the Parks 
and Recreation Committee discussed potential policy 
upgrades meant to close the loophole.

A significant portion of  discussion at the commit-
tee’s March 20 meeting centered on which authority 
has the ultimate responsibility of  ensuring state-man-
dated CORI compliance for all coaches and volunteers 
working with kids under 18.

Despite the Parks and Recreation Committee serv-
ing as the town’s booking entity for youth sports activ-
ities, handling the scheduling of  gym and field usage, 
members insisted that their board is not responsible 
for enforcing CORI compliance. They argued that indi-
vidual sporting organizations are instead responsible 
for verifying CORI checks among their coaching and 
volunteer rosters, with no confirmations necessary 
from the committee.

Specifically, committee members heaped blame on 
the Leicester Hoops youth basketball organization, 
which until recently hadn’t required its coaches to 
have CORI checks completed. 

“We are paying for the sloppiness of  Leicester 
Hoops,” said longtime Parks and Recreation Committee 
member Bob Pingeton. “They didn’t do CORI checks. 
The minute they had an incident with a coach, they 
did them.”

Per state law, entities are required to obtain all avail-
able criminal offender record information (CORI) for 
any adult working or volunteering with kids under 18.

Officials confirmed during the March 20 meeting 
that the Parks and Recreation Committee facilitated 
CORI compliance in the past, although it remains 
unclear whether these actions were specifically for 
volunteers with committee-run programs or for inde-
pendent organizations offering sports in town as well. 

“When we ran the Parks and Rec league, we did CORI 
checks. In 2011, I was a coach—I was CORI checked. We 
basically filled out the forms and turned them in,” said 
former Parks and Recreation Committee chairman 
Pat McKay.

Leicester Town Administrator David Genereux 
addressed committee members at the March 20 meet-
ing, offering to provide assistance in crafting policy 
improvements. Moving forward, the committee may 
decide to include as part of  its booking policy a 
requirement that all youth sports providers—includ-
ing both committee-run programs and independent 
groups—furnish proof  of  CORI checks for staff  mem-
bers prior to receiving approval from the committee 
for operation in town.

Settlement 
reached in 

Pride event suit
BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER 
NORTH BROOKFIELD — The lengthy battle between 

selectmen and the Rural Justice Network has ended 
with a settlement that allows a Pride event to move 
forward while paving the way for future events on the 
Town Common.

Earlier this month, the Rural Justice Network (RJN) 
and the ACLU of  Massachusetts announced a set-
tlement in their lawsuit against the Town of  North 
Brookfield.

As part of  the settlement, the North Brookfield 
Planning Board has approved a permit for the Small 
Town Pride event scheduled for June 29. Moreover, 
the town has stripped the Select Board of  the power to 
approve all future events in local parks, officials said. 

Also included in the settlement, the town agreed 
to not interfere with Small Town Pride events in the 
future. In addition, the town will pay undisclosed dam-
ages and attorneys’ fees. 

“We are pleased for the assurance that this settlement 
affords our clients, as well as compensation for harms 
caused by the unlawful interference by two Select 
Board members,” said Ruth Bourquin, a senior manag-
ing attorney with the ACLU of  Massachusetts. “North 
Brookfield has now taken steps we hope will ensure 
that groups like the Rural Justice Network can exer-
cise their right to express themselves equally and 
openly in public spaces. We look forward to celebrat-
ing Small Town Pride this year and for many years to 
come.”

In October 2023, the Rural Justice Network request-
ed permission to host its annual Small Town Pride 
celebration on the North Brookfield Town Common in 
June 2024. 

During the Nov. 7 Select Board meeting, Chairman 
Jason Petraitis initially questioned whether Pride 
event organizers planned to hold the drag performance 
in a tent. Upon learning that there were no such plans 
in place, Petraitis indicated he would not support the 
RJN’s request for approval.

“If  you’re not going to have that stuff  hidden from 
kids, then I’m not voting for it,” Petraitis told organiz-
ers at the meeting.

Select Board member Elizabeth Brooke Canada 
subsequently made a motion to approve the RJN’s 
request for resources for the 2024 event. Petraitis and 
Selectman John Tripp declined to second the motion, 
which prevented a vote from taking place.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER — Three 
Leicester Middle School 
students were recently 
honored for their hard 
work and creativity on a 
STEM project.

Back in January, the 
One8 Applied Learning 
Hub invited middle 
school and high school 
Project Lead the Way 
(PLTW) teachers to 
submit student work to 
receive feedback from 
industry professionals.  

LMS submitted proj-
ects for three different 
eighth grade groups. All 
three of  the projects were 
categorized under the 
Therapeutic Toy Project, 
which asked students to 
design, build, and test a 
toy that would be used 
in occupational therapy 
to help a child with cere-
bral palsy develop one of  
four muscle areas. These 
include the pincer grasp, 
wrist extension, hand-
eye coordination, or 
using a walker.

Under the leadership 
and guidance of  Mr. 
Therrien, a STEM teach-
er at LMS, the project cre-
ated by Charlotte Mercer, 
Stella Entwistle, and 
Kyah McDowell was cho-
sen as the PLTW Gateway 
Award winner for the 
Therapeutic Toy Project.

“We are very proud 
of  these students 
for being recognized for 

their project over 600 
other applicants,” read 
a statement released by 
LMS Principal Douglas 
Daponde, Jr. “Student 
Industry Connects was an 
easy way for our students 
to connect their work to 
the real world and have 
their hard work validated 
by professionals.” 

For their project, 
Mercer, Entwistle, 
and McDowell creat-
ed a toy called “Frog 
Pond.” Their goal was to 
help kids improve their 
hand-eye coordination by 
challenging them to cap-
ture toy frogs with vari-
ous fishing poles.

The students’ toy 
includes gradually 
increasing difficulty 
options, based on the 
types of  hooks children 
select. 

“For kids with cere-
bral palsy, this will help 
their hand-eye coordina-
tion and will test their 
brain. Since students had 
the option of  designing 
and 3D printing parts for 
their project, they created 
3D printed frogs with dif-
ferent connections/hooks 
on their heads,” read a 
statement released by 
LMS officials. 

Because the frogs 

come with three types of  
attachments (loop, par-
tial loop, and magnet), 
this toy can be used in 
multiple formats. The full 
loop is the easiest option 
for children to catch frogs 
with their hooks, while 
the partial loop is slight-
ly more challenging. The 
magnet offers the most 
challenging level.

School officials con-
gratulate the students on 
their hard work toward 
transforming an inge-
nious idea into a reality. 
They look forward to see-
ing the students contin-
ue to excel in STEM pro-
grams throughout their 
careers in Leicester.

Local author publishes first novel

Courtesy

Local author Mary Anne Kalonas Slack recently published her 
first novel.

LMS students honored for 
project benefitting local kids

Courtesy

Three Leicester Middle School students were recently honored for their creative project ben-
efiting kids.

Turn To SETTLEMENT page     A13

Turn To CORI page     A13
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Grant funds police cruiser upgrade
WEST BROOKFIELD — Thanks to a major grant award, the police department’s fleet of  cruisers 

will see a significant upgrade.
The department was awarded $40,000 through the Edward Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) 

program run by the U.S. Department of  Justice.

“As part of  this grant, we’re proud to share that we’ve received a 2023 Chevy Tahoe to replace our 
aging 2017 Ford Expedition with 97,000 miles,” read a statement released by the police department. 

West Brookfield is one of  only six Massachusetts communities that received a law enforcement 
vehicle from JAG.

Additionally, financial assistance provided by the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grant pro-
gram will allow the department to upfit its new vehicle.

Moreover, at the June Town Meeting, the police department was authorized to acquire a 2023 Chevy 
Tahoe to replace a 2016 Ford Explorer with over 176,000 
miles. 

“We traded in our 2016 Ford Explorer to keep the cost 
of  the grant Tahoe at $40,000,” the department’s statement 
read. “As part of  our Cruiser Replacement Plan, we were 

originally going to request a vehicle at 
Town Meeting this year. Thanks to JAG, 
we have removed that request.”

Knights of 
Columbus 

hosting 
spaghetti 

dinner
WEST BROOKFIELD — Knights of  

Columbus Council 11080 is sponsoring 
a Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, April 13 
in Dugan Hall, Sacred Heart Church, 10 
Milk St., West Brookfield. 

Proceeds from this event will ben-
efit Our Lady of  the Sacred Heart 
Parish. Dinner includes pasta fagioli, 
garden salad, meatballs & sausage, spa-
ghetti & sauce, garlic bread, dessert, 
water, soda, and coffee. Cost is a $15.00 
donation and $10.00 for children under 
12 years old. Take-out is available at 6 
p.m., and sit-down dinner is served at 
6:30 pm. Admission tickets are also good 
for entry for a special door prize! Raffle 
tickets for a 50/50 Raffle and more will 
be available! Advance ticket purchase 
is encouraged and appreciated! Tickets 
are available from any Knight or by 
calling (508) 612-1649 or (413) 813-8100 
or by emailing bobfalter@gmail.com. 
or wallyconnor122@gmail.com.Tickets 
will only be available at the door while 
they last!  

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — In a 

celebration of  student 
art and creativity in all 

forms, the community 
will once again come 
together for an inspira-
tional program.

Leicester Public 

Schools will host the 
26th annual Evening 
with the Arts program 
on Wednesday, April 10. 
The event will be held 

from 5:30-8 p.m. at 
Leicester Middle 
School, formerly 
the high school 
building (174 
Paxton St.).

“It’s the big-
gest event of  the 
year, and there 
are always tons 
of  kids proud of  
their artwork, 
plus bands, cho-
ruses, and the-
ater groups per-
forming,” said 
Leicester Middle 
School teacher 
Kristina Looney, 
who instructs 
band, chorus, and 
general music.

Admission to the event 
is free. Each year, the 
program showcases art-
work created by students 
in grades K-12. Several 
educators are thanked 
for their efforts in orga-
nizing a program that the 
entire community will 
enjoy.

“Leicester art teach-
ers Kristen Pike (K-4), 
Melissa Parent (5-8), 
and John Yarrows (9-12) 
have been hard at work 
helping students prepare 
their creations through-
out the school year,” read 
a statement released by 
school officials. “Grades 
K-8 will have their work 
on exhibition in the 
gymnasium, while LHS 
students in grades 9-12 
will have a gallery in the 

Dining Commons.”

Additionally, stu-
dent performers will 
showcase their talents 
throughout the evening. 
These include the ele-
mentary school chorus 
(5:30-5:50 p.m.); the high 
school chorus (5:50-6:10 
p.m.); the middle school 
concert band (6:20-6:40 
p.m.); the high school 
concert band (6:40-7 p.m.); 
the Tri-M Music Honor 
Society (7-7:20 p.m.); the 
middle school symphonic 
band (7:20-7:40 p.m.); and 
the high school drama 
club (7:40-8 p.m.).

The event is a fun way 
for parents, siblings, 
grandparents, friends, 
and community mem-
bers to see the projects 
students have been work-

ing hard on throughout 
the year. The program 
also provides a great 
opportunity for younger 
students to be inspired 
by viewing the work of  
middle school and high 
school students, officials 
said.

“Creativity is an essen-
tial skill and drives inno-
vation in society. One of  
the best ways for students 
to demonstrate creativity 
is through the arts, and 
I look forward to see-
ing our students’ work 
on display every year,” 
said Leicester Public 
Schools Superintendent 
Brett Kustigian.  

To learn more about 
the Evening with the 
Arts lineup of  events for 
each grade level, contact 
officials at your child’s 
school.

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

 1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Toucan and 
June Bug
Hello, we’re Toucan and June Bug. 
We’re pretty shy and mellow, but don’t 
let that fool you. We’re sweet as can 
be once we get to know you. Our past 
wasn’t the best, we came from a home 
with too many cats and not enough 
love to go around. But we’re not dwell-
ing on that. We’re ready for a fresh 
start and a forever home. We might 
take a little while to come out of our shells, but we prom-
ise it’s worth the wait. We’re looking for a patient, loving 
owner who will give us the time and space we need to 
adjust. We need to be the only cats in the home. Adopt 
us, and we’ll fill your life with purrs and gentle headbutts. 
We’re not just pets, we’re family waiting to happen.

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Lilyann and I 
want to be a teacher!   
Lily is a creative, energetic, and 

caring girl. She likes to sing and 
learn TikTok dances. Lily loves 
gymnastics. She likes to listen 
to music and journal. She has a 
great sense of humor with playful 
banter. Lily is a leader with a take 
charge attitude. She’s a great ad-
vocate for herself and others. She 
wants to be a teacher in the future. 
Lily attends school daily and re-

ceives some additional support 
in school. She is a strong student 
and does well academically. Lily 
takes initiative and thrives with one 

on one attention. 
Lily would do well with a family of any constellation who would be able 

to support a gradual, planful transition. Lily says she would love to have 
two parents and a younger sibling. She loves animals and would love 
to have a dog. Lily is of Caucasian descent. Lily would do well with ex-
perienced parents who can provide a supportive, consistent structure. 
She would like to maintain contact with her former foster mother. She 
has contact with two younger siblings, as well as phone contact and 
occasional visits with her father, who resides out of state. 
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/8795 
  Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . 
Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guid-
ance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out 
all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Lilyann 
Age 14 

Blackstone Valley Tribune

2 columns x 3 inches

800.521.0111   MA Auc Lic# 111 • Ref #24-2050

Info, Full Terms, Broker Reg & More at:

www.JJManning.com

38 William Ward St., Uxbridge, MA
2,594± sf Ranch on .4± Acres

Abuts State Park with Forest Views
Friday, April 5 at 11am On-site

Open House: Thursday, March 28 (11am-1pm)

AUCTIONReal 
Estate

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR  
The Town of Brookfield is seeking qualified 
applicants for the position of Town Adminis-
trator. Responsibilities include professional, 
administrative, supervisory, and technical 
work. See job description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary commensurate with experience. 
Current appropriation $89,989.00 

Please submit a resume and cover letter to 
Selectmen@brookfieldma.us. 

Open until filled.
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer
 

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

**!! Massage Therapy Haven Available !!**
Seeking a serene space for your massage therapy practice?

**Tranquil Retreat ** 
Separate Entrance, serene waiting room ~

 Ideal for massage therapy sessions.
**Endless Potential **

Customize the space for various massage modalities
 and related services...

 inside an existing business to help inrease your clients... 
Amazing location with great visibility and ample parking.
Ready to elevate your massage therapy practice?

Contact Us Today!
 untamedsalonspa@gmail.com

New church 
launches Easter Sunday

SPENCER — Word of  Life Church will launch on Easter Sunday, March 31, at 8 a.m. at the American 
Legion, located at 175 Main St., Spencer, next to the Town Hall right in the center of  town.

Pastor Jack Moore moved into Spencer last May of  2023. He has a burden to reach Spencer and the 
surrounding communities with the truth of  the Gospel. 

You are invited to join in fellowship with other like-minded believers and the breaking of  the bread 
of  God’s Word.

Jesus is Called the Word in the Gospel John Chapter one and the Bread of  life in Chapter six
And in the book of  Hebrews Chapter 10 we are exhorted to not forsake the assembling of  ourselves 

together.
So come, see and hear what God want to do in your life.

Leicester Public Schools to host 
Evening with the Arts April 10

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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L E I C E S T E R 
— Officers from multiple 
area departments recent-
ly assisted the Leicester 
Police Department in 
making an arrest follow-
ing a road rage incident.

On March 14 at 
approximately 4:30 p.m., 
Leicester police officers 
were dispatched to the 
400 block of  Pine Street 
for a series of  road rage 
reports and a subsequent 
crash into a utility pole.

Moments before receiv-
ing the 911 calls about the 

crash, officers received a 
BOLO (be on the lookout) 
notice from the Charlton 
Police Department 
regarding a vehicle just 
stolen from their town.

“Leicester Police 
quickly learned that the 
male operator of  the sto-
len and now-crashed red 
Ford Escape SUV had 
run several vehicles off  
the road before fleeing 
the scene on foot,” read 
a statement released by 
the LPD.

Leicester officers, 

with the assistance 
of  Charlton Police, 
Spencer Police, and the 
Massachusetts State 
Police, set up a perime-
ter and deployed spe-
cialty resources. These 
included LPD K9 Cooney, 
Charlton K9 Dozer, MSP 
K9 Orry, MSP K9 Onee, 
and the Charlton PD’s 
Drone Unit.

During the ensuing 
18-minute scent-based 
track, K9 Cooney (with 
the assistance of  a 
Spencer officer) located 
a 22-year-old Worcester 

man hiding behind a 
boulder near the wood 
line.

“The suspect was taken 
into custody without 
event and later handed 
over to Charlton Police 
for processing of  offens-
es committed in their 
town related to the ini-
tial motor vehicle theft,” 
the LPD statement read. 
“Additional criminal 
charges will be sought 
against the suspect 
by Leicester Police in 
East Brookfield District 
Court.”

A l l 
p o l i c e 
d e p a r t -
m e n t s 
i n v o l v e d 
in the 
r e s p o n s e 
a r e 
t h a n k e d 
for their 
r a p i d 
e f f o r t s 
t o w a r d 
ending a 
dangerous 
situation.

Happy Easter 
from all of us at 

Cormier’s

152 Main St., Spencer
508-885-3385 • CormierSpencer.com

Tues., Wed, Fri 10-5 •Thurs 10-6 • Sat 10-3 
Closed Sun & Mon

It’s Different In Here!
A Family Business Since 1949

ART 
GALLERY&

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Winter
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Advanced
BUILDING SERVICES

Southbridge Mass

774-230-4231
New Construction •Additions • Remodeling

Decks & Porches • Kitchens & Baths
Basements • Windows & Doors • Siding & More

774-230-4231 • glenlatour69@gmail.com

PRINCIPAL ASSESSOR
The Town of Brookfield is seeking qualified applicants for the posi-
tion of Principal Assessor. Responsibilities include professional, ad-
ministrative, supervisory, and technical work related to the enforce-
ment and interpretation of Department of Revenue regulations as 
pertaining to property tax assessment and abatement; valuation of 
real and personal property; analysis of deeds, plans of land own-
ership information and other data. Administers Chapter 61, con-
ducts field inspections, measures buildings, reviews market data 
and inspects interiors of structures to determine value. Qualified 
applicants should have experience in municipal assessing.  Can-
didates should have Massachusetts Accredited Assessors (MAA) 
certification or the ability to obtain certification. 
Preference will be shown to applicants proficient in Vadar, GIS, Pa-
triot and Microsoft Office. 
Applicants must have a valid motor vehicle operator’s license and 
must pass a CORI check.
Hours are Monday - Thursday (36 hrs.)  Salary commensurate with 
experience. Current appropriation $59,563.87. 
Please submit a resume and cover letter to Pking@brookfieldma.us. 
Open until filled. 

“The Town of Brookfield is an Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action Employer. 
We assure you that your opportunity for employment with the town will be 
based only on your merit, without regard to race, religion, sex, age, national 
origin or disability.”

LINE DANCING
for the Absolute Beginner

Thursdays from 5-7pm
starting  April 4, 2024

at The Hayloft Barn,
Sturbridge, MA
6 week program $48

To register - email
forty.arroyo@gmail.com

or call 508 461 7247 - LL

 Talented Hairstylist Wanted
Thriving Auburn Salon seeks Talented Hairstylist!  
If you’re passionate, hardworking and ready to el-
evate your career, contact us today to explore how 
you can become part of our growing salon and 
spa family.  Let your creativity flourish in an envi-
ronment where talend is celebrated and success is 
a shared journey.  Whether you prefer renting or 
commission, this is your opportunity to be a part of 
an exceptional salon with a united and skilled team.  
Contact us for a beautiful career move!  

untamedsalonspa@gmail.com 
confidentiality respected

Preparations underway 
for Asparagus and Flower 

Heritage Festival
WEST BROOKFIELD — With the days getting longer and the weather quickly warming, the final 

preparations are underway for a beloved springtime festival.
The annual Asparagus and Flower Heritage Festival will once again draw thousands of  guests from 

throughout the region and the country. Set for Saturday, May 18, the festival will take place on the Town 
Common from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Dozens of  vendors, crafters, and growers from across New England will take part in the event. The 
festival will also include signature soups and other foods; appearances from local organizations and 
businesses; and special activities for families and children.

The event will take place rain or shine.

Transfer Station stickers on 
sale starting April 15

SPENCER — Transfer Station stickers will be on sale at the Spencer Water Department 
beginning April 15 during regular business hours, Monday to Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sticker fee is $65. Second stickers for same household cost an additional $25. 
Renewals can be paid online at www.spencerma.gov or by mailing your completed form with check/

money order.
Please include a stamped self  addressed envelope to: 
Department of  Utilities & Facilities 
Attention: Stickers 
3 Old Meadow Rd.
Spencer, MA 01562 
Questions? Call 508-885-7515.

West Brookfield Cultural 
Council announces upcoming 

events
WEST BROOKFIELD — The West Brookfield Cultural Council is excited to host a lineup of  grant 

funded events in the coming weeks.

Tuesday, April 2, 6 p.m.: Poetry and Music — Poets Heather MacPherson and Jonathan Blake/Music 
by Jerry Wilfong and Dick Hummel [Merriam-Gilbert Public Library]

Tuesday, April 16, 6 p.m.: Poetry and Music ~ Poets Karen Sharpe and John Hodgen/Music by Jerry 
Wilfong, Rich Ardizzonne and Rich Falco [Merriam-Gilbert Public Library]

Tuesday, April 30, 6 p.m.: Poetry and Music ~ Poets Geoff  Wilkinson and Andre Juarez/
Music by Jerry Wilfong and Jim Capone [Merriam-Gilbert Public Library]

Sunday, April 28, 1 p.m.: Our Shared History: History of  Mother’s Day [Quaboag Historical Museum]

Leicester police get help 
making road rage arrest

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Highway Superintendent: 
The Town of Brookfield is seeking 
an experienced full-time Highway 
Superintendent. Full job descrip-
tion at brookfieldma.us. 
Please submit resume and cover 
letter to selectmen@brookfield-
ma.us. Application review will be-
gin after March 28th.  Resumes 
accepted until position is filled. 
Brookfield is an equal opportunity 
employer

Real estate

Spencer AlmAnAc

TO plAce An AD:
mikAelA VicTOr

(774) 200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
leGAl nOTiceS:
(508) 909-4127
SUBScripTiOn SerViceS:
kerri peTerSOn

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO prinT An OBiTUArY:
e-mAil 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Spencer New Leader
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBmiT A leTTer 
TO THe eDiTOr:
e-mAil: news@st onebr idgepr ess.news 
OR send to Spencer New Leader
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

The Spencer New Leader (USPS#024-927) is published weekly by Stonebridge 
Press, Inc., 25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA  01550.  Periodical Postage paid at 
Southbridge, MA  01550.  POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to Spencer New 
Leader, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA  01550

preSiDenT AnD pUBliSHer

FrAnk G. cHilinSki 
860-928-1818 exT. 103

frank@stonebridgepress.news

BUSineSS mAnAGer

rYAn cOrneAU 
860-928-1818 exT. 102

ryan@salmonpress.news

OperATiOnS DirecTOr

Jim DinicOlA 
508-764-6102

jim@stonebridgepress.news

eDiTOr

BrenDAn BerUBe

508-909-4106
news@stonebridgepress.news

prODUcTiOn mAnAGer

JUlie clArke 
860-928-1818, exT. 305 

julie@villagernewspapers.com

Spencer new Leader
pubLiShed by 

Stonebridge preSS

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

CIESLA CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION 
237 FISKE HILL ROAD • STURBRIDGE, MA  01566 

508-347-3455

HELP WANTED
CDL Driver 

AMBITIOUS, DEPENDABLE  
APPLY IN PERSON 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00 – 4:30

 
  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

PART TIME COOK
20 HOURS PER WEEK
THURSDAY-SATURDAY 

EVENINGS
APPLY IN PERSON 

AT THE BAR 

ROOM FOR RENT 
STURBRIDGE

Many extras.
 owner occupied.  
Looking for adult 

male. $950/month. 
References required.  

Call 508-647-3956

BROOKFIELD 
None

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$450,000, 266 Auburn St, Green 

Machine Rt, and Dufresne, David 
J, to Piardi, Kailen.

$225,000, 807 Pleasant St, Jyringi, 
Todd A, to Aubin Sr, Alfred E, and 
Aubin 3rd, Alfred.

$150,000, 308 Pleasant St, Yursha, 
Leonard J, to Allen, James R.

$150,000, 310 Pleasant St, Yursha, 
Leonard J, to Allen, James R.

$150,000, 312 Pleasant St, Yursha, 
Leonard J, to Allen, James R.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$183,000, 16 Elm St, Sec Of  

Veterans Affairs, to R& l Property 
Invest LLC.

SPENCER
$ $660,000, 23 N Brookfield Rd, 

Letendre, Alan A, and Letendre, 
Michelle M, to Gardner, Keith E, 
and Gardner, Diane L.

$420,000, 321 Main St, 
Acheampong, Prince O, and 
Essuman, Bridget M, to Zisk, 
Zachary P.

$235,000, 96 Mechanic St, Nairn, 
Michael R, to Mohdi-Alaoui, 
Jaafar.

$37,500, Castle Ln, Kimenker 
Evelyn Est, and Jacobs, Kenneth, 
to Moose Pond Rt, and Meltzer, 
Lynn E.

$37,500, Wilson St (off), 
Kimenker Evelyn Est, and Jacobs, 
Kenneth, to Moose Pond Rt, and 
Meltzer, Lynn E.

WARREN
None

WEST BROOKFIELD
None

Girl Scouts to hold plant sale
LEICESTER — Spring is here, and what better way to welcome it in than plants for your garden or 

home. 
The Central- Western Girl Scout Adult Alumnae Troop 2016 will be holding a plant sale on Saturday, 

April 27 at the Leicester Senior Center, 40 Winslow Ave., from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
There will be a variety of  indoor and outdoor plants to choose from annuals and perennials. All 

proceeds will benefit the Girl Scout Gold Award program. 

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 03/25/24 was $3.69 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

MARCH SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Meatball
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Tuna Grinder 

Sm. 8” $5.49 
Lg. 12” $6.49

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!
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Spring is almost here, which means 
it’s time for some spring cleaning. This 
year, in addition to tidying your home 
and surroundings, you might want to 
consider sprucing up your financial 
environment, as well.

Here are some suggestions for doing 
just that:

Improve your vision. Once the days 
are warmer and longer, you may want 
to get outside and clean all the win-
ter grime and smudges from your win-
dows, allowing you to see the world 
more clearly. And you may want to 
bring more focus to your financial 
vision by asking some key questions: 
Is my investment strategy still appro-
priate for my needs, goals, and family 
situation? If  not, what changes should 
I make? And am I prepared for changes 
in my life, such as health challenges or a 
need to retire earlier than planned? The 
answers to these and other questions 
can help you clarify where you are, in 
terms of  your financial picture, and 
where you want to go.

De-clutter. As you look around your 
home, you may find things such as 
expired health care products, old pre-
scriptions, ancient cleaning solutions, 
and so on, in addition to duplicate 
household items (how many blenders 
do you really need?) and non-working 
equipment — printers, laptops, etc. 
Most people find that eliminating this 
clutter gives them a good feeling – and 
more livable space. As an investor, you 
can also find clutter in the form of  
redundant investments — for example, 
you might own several nearly identical 
mutual funds. You might be better off  
selling some of  these funds and using 
the proceeds to find new investments 
that can help you further diversify your 
portfolio. As you may know, diversifi-
cation is a key to investment success, 
but keep in mind that it can’t prevent 
all losses.

Plant seeds of  opportunity. Whether 
they’re planting camellias and crocuses 
or carrots and cilantro, gardeners are 
busy in the spring, hoping their efforts 
result in lovely flowers and tasty foods. 
And when you invest, you, too, need to 
plant seeds of  opportunity in the form 
of  investments that you hope will grow 
enough to enable you to make progress 
toward your goals. So, you may want to 
review your portfolio to ensure it’s pro-
viding this growth potential, given your 
individual risk tolerance.

Reduce dangers. You may not think 
about it that much, but your home and 
surroundings can contain potential 
hazards. You might have ill-fitting caps 
on cleaning products with toxic chemi-
cals, or sharp cutting instruments pro-
truding from shelves in your garage, or 
heavy, cracked tree branches hovering 
close to your roof. Spending some time 
on a spring-cleaning sweep can get rid 
of  these dangers — and devoting time 
to consider the possible threats to your 
financial security, and those of  your 
family, can pay off, too. For starters, 
review your life insurance to determine 
if  you’ve got enough. Your employer 
may offer some coverage as an employ-
ee benefit, but it might not be sufficient, 
so you may need private coverage. And 
the same is true for disability insur-
ance, because if  something were to hap-
pen to you, and you couldn’t work for a 
while, you’d still want to protect your 
family’s lifestyle. 

Spring is a great time for brightening 
your physical space — and your finan-
cial one, too.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

VIEWPOINT
OpiniOn and cOmmentary frOm Spencer, LeiceSter and the BrOOkfieLdS

Time for 
financial spring 

cleaning?

Letters to the editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan BeruBe
editor

To the Editor:
After reading three letters in [last 

week’s] paper in support of  Donald 
Trump, I feel compelled to write. 

My top priority in any election is 
voting for an ethical person who treats 
other people with decency, fairness, 
and respect. It has been abundantly 
clear for years that Donald Trump 
is no such person. Nor are the mem-
bers of  Congress who do not have the 
courage to stand up to him. This man 
routinely projects his own faults onto 
other people, especially people who 

oppose him. He has ruined many lives 
because of  his unethical dealings and 
habits. He is a danger to himself, our 
country, and the world. There is no way 
I want him to represent our country 
as President.  At the very least, he is a 
terrible embarrassment, and the fact 
that he has accrued any following at 
all also embarrasses the United States 
in the eyes of  the world.

Carol Mays
West Brookfield

Trump, and his following,  
are a national embarrassment

To the Editor:

There is a television show hosted 
by John Quinones where they enact 
outrageous behavior in the presence 
of  average citizens to film how and if  
they will react.  While watching, I ask 
myself  what I might have done.  

I sometimes wonder had I grown 
up German, how might I have react-
ed to Hitler? Being a 13th generation 
New England WASP, would I have 
gone along or worked covertly to save 
minorities? 

Fortunately, I have not had to 
address that particular scenario, but 
I do live in a time where saying and 
doing nothing, simply do not work 
for me, so I will continue to offer facts 
in the face of  massive amounts of  
disinformation. After having read the 
published letters this week, I will have 
plenty of  it to address.

Before I start, I have a neighbor fly-
ing a sign that says Trump will save 
America again.  If  anyone has a mem-
ory, four years ago, most schools and 
businesses were closed, the stock mar-
ket was less than half  current level, 
we were storing bodies in refrigerated 
trailers. Trump had backed out of  the 
hard won Iran nuclear freeze and the 
Paris climate accords, Was trying to 
dump NATO and help Putin invade 
Ukraine  The day the tanks rolled 
in, he called Putin a genius and had 
Russian flags with his name on them 
at CPAC  If  you fly a Trump sign, flag 
or banner, make sure it is a Russian 
and not a Ukrainian flag with it.

Let’s think about the peace that 
Trump says he will bring to Ukraine. 
He made his plan clear to Bolsinero, 
dictator of  Hungary, who he reveres, 
envies and wants us to become. No 
additional aid would go to Ukraine, 
and he will back away from NATO 
ASAP. Putin has already squashed 
Chechnya, and Georgia. He signed 
an agreement with the west, that in 
return for Ukraine giving up its nukes, 
we would all agree to never change its 
borders as a sovereign nation. That 
worked fine until a democratic elec-
tion removed his puppet, who fled 
to Moscow. In the past, we have sup-
ported and been awed by the will of  
Ukraine to be free. They have endured 
brutal war crimes on their citizens, 
but remain resolute in yearning to be 
free.  If  we are not supporting that, 
after taking so many losses in Korea 
and Vietnam, I don’t even know who 
we are anymore.

That said, Israel is raining the same 
barbaric cleansing on Palestine. Hit 
back is [brutal], and we sort of  proved 
that when after 9/11, we went to Iraq 
and Afghanistan and killed 200,000 
men women and children.  Hence, 
we cannot take the high ground after 
Israel being attacked on Oct. 7. At 
least some of  their attackers were 
Palestinian.  Ours were mostly Saudi, 
and none were Iraqi.

Brother Blais has indicated that it 
is Dems who threaten voting rights. 
He needs better sources’, It is GOP 
gerrymandering, purging voters and 
restricting voting access.  Considering 

who Trump most respects, I expect he 
would more likely extend his one day 
dictatorship, indefinitely.

This is a guy who calls our Veterans 
suckers and losers, but thinks he 
should be commander in chief. 

I am not a particular fan of  the 
multiple Whitehouse advisors Bolton, 
Kelly Maddis and his former VP, but 
the fact that some of  them say he is a 
moron and should never be allowed in 
the Whitehouse again explains a lot.  
He was never willing to sit through 
his scheduled hour of  daily briefings 
(leaving this to staff), but could do 15 
minutes if  there were pictures and 
charts. Bolton says he has not enough 
comprehension ability to be president 
— pretty obvious to me. This is the 
same goober who wonders why we 
have not nuked cartels in Mexico or 
hurricanes and advocated consump-
tion of  disinfectant.

So, who is Trump, really?  If  you 
think him Christian or religious in 
any form, you are wrong. Considering 
the displayed multiple perverted acts, 
several of  which he has or is paying 
for, If  you were taken in by his wealth 
came at $8 billion with $400 million 
cash on hand, are you sending him or 
the GOP money (with Lara at GOP, he 
will get the money anyhow,  not your 
candidate), I was surprised anyone 
was willing to do an unsecured loan 
to him (might not). He stiffed and put 
out of  business, many contractors in 
Atlantic City, banks funding Trump 
Airlines, Vodka, etc.

If  he actually does have $400 million 
cash reserve, it may well be encum-
bered as well as his property maybe so 
leveraged that selling is only option.  
Has it occurred to anyone that you 
would be bonding a judgement already 
assessed and guaranteeing payment 
might be a very bad call?

Then, there is the elephant in the 
room. If  he actually comes up with 
the money, where from and why? Who 
will he owe, and do we want a compro-
mised president?

Like Bernie, who honeymooned in 
China, I have been there, Vietnam, 
Cuba, Hungary Egypt, Israel and 30 or 
40 other countries, which just makes 
me more knowledgeable, not commu-
nist.

Joe Biden is old, but his special 
prosecutor says he has a photographic 
memory and is sharp as a tack. Donald 
Trump is none of  those, does not recall 
anything lies and fumbles with facts, 
and really is too dumb to be president, 
as more of  a mob boss in word and 
deed.  He is now banned from doing 
business in the state of  New York, 
refuses to answer for any of  the felo-
nies for which he is charged and guilty. 
His handling and blabbing about clas-
sified documents, means any security 
cooperation with allies will be over.  
This guy actually conspired to over-
turn our government, and the facts 
are on record. ‘Traitor’ is more appro-
priate than ‘deplorable’ to describe his 
supporters.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

What would you do?

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

To the Editor:

First, a story.
When a child in the early 1950’s, my 

father would take me  to a farmer who 
lived across the lake from our simple 
camp to buy a two square foot or so 
block of  ice to keep our ice box cold, The 
farmer, in the winter, would “harvest” 
the block by sawing it out of  the winter 
frozen lake and store it under sawdust in 
his barn.

Fast forward 30 years or so to the 
1980s, and our three young children and 
friends  would skate and play on that 
same ice bound lake for weeks upon 
weeks in the winter.

Fast forward another 40 years ago to 
this winter. And because the ice was so 
thin that I didn’t see a single skater. 

The reason for this “lost Ice” is “Global 
Warming” caused by too much fossil fuel 

use. 
Last summer, it also the temperature 

of  the ocean along the Florida Gulf  
Coast  to rise to over 90 degrees and the 
death of  over 400 people do to extreme 
heat related causes in Phoenix Arizona.

And the same reason that, globally, 
last year ranked as the hottest on record; 
however,  will likely be “cooler” than this 
year,  or next. 

This Global Warming has been caused 
by far too much use of  fossil fuels. 

My children’s children and yours will 
likely never skate much on our lakes on 
enjoy the environment that I have. But 
we have a chance to prevent them from 
the worst effects of  global warming.

For the last couple of  weeks, the New 
Leader has featured some interesting 
articles and letters on solar panel farms, 
planned and existing, in Spencer.    

These articles have almost entirely  

focused negative actual and potential 
aspects solar farms, particularly that 
they don’t look nice and possible prob-
lems including erosion, habitat and 
wildlife danger, disposal etc. 

I agree that in some of  them, they 
don’t look nice. 

However, most possible physical dam-
age can be prevented by good regulation, 
ongoing inspection, and, where neces-
sary, fines etc. These seem to me reason-
able “costs” for rural New Leader towns 
to contribute reduce global warming 
now.   

So the question for me is “how”  
working with town and other officials 
and with the commercial providers to 
improve their installation and opera-
tion, not whether or not they should be 
allowed.

kevin kane
spenCer

The 
origins of 
the Easter 

Bunny
The Easter Bunny will be getting a 

workout this season, as the newly fall-
en deep snow in some parts of  New 
England may make for some difficult 
travel. But alas, with baskets filled 
with colorful eggs and chocolates, this 
beloved character has been a part of  
Easter celebrations worldwide. Where 
does this tradition stem from?

The legend of  the Easter Bunny trac-
es its roots back centuries, intertwining 
folklore, mythology, and religious sym-
bolism. While its precise origins are a 
bit of  a mystery, various theories and 
cultural influences have contributed to 
the emergence of  this cherished icon.

One prevailing theory suggests that 
the Easter Bunny’s lineage can be traced 
back to ancient pagan rituals celebrat-
ing spring and fertility. In pre-Chris-
tian Europe, the hare was revered as a 
symbol of  fertility and new life, repre-
senting the arrival of  spring after the 
barrenness of  winter. As Christianity 
spread across the continent, pagan cus-
toms melded with Christian traditions, 
giving rise to a hybridized celebration 
that incorporated elements of  both.

Another theory proposes that 
the Easter Bunny found its way into 
Christian festivities through German 
immigrants who settled in America 
during the 18th century. In German folk-
lore, the “Osterhase” or Easter Hare, 
was believed to lay colorful eggs as 
gifts for children who had been good. 
This tradition evolved over time, with 
the hare eventually morphing into the 
familiar bunny we know today, and eggs 
becoming synonymous with Easter.

Furthermore, the association of  rab-
bits with Easter can also be attributed 
to their prolific breeding habits, sym-
bolizing fertility, abundance, and the 
cycle of  life. This symbolism aligns 
seamlessly with the Easter narrative of  
rebirth and resurrection, making the 
bunny a fitting emblem for the holiday.

Whether nestled in the pages of  chil-
dren’s books, adorning decorations, 
or delighting young hearts during egg 
hunts, the Easter Bunny continues to 
evoke a sense of  wonder and joy.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

FinanciaL  
Focus

Solar panels – Not either/or, but how
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Spring has sprung and gardening sea-
son is around the corner!  As all home 
growers know, it takes careful planning 
and many hours of  labor to produce a 
bountiful garden.  While nearly every 
successful gardener has their own spe-
cial tricks to ensure a productive crop, 
the novice planter may need a helping 
hand to nudge green sprouts from unco-
operative soil.   If  that’s the case, the fol-
lowing tips culled from various “green 
thumbed” sources, including previous-
ly published tips from readers, may just 
be all you need to make this the most 
successful gardening season yet.  

**
The addition of  peat moss is nec-

essary to keep window boxes and 
other container gardens properly 
watered.  But, if  you are not wetting 
down the peat moss before adding it to 
the soil, you may be doing your garden 
more harm than good.    Peat moss must 
be moistened before it is used in potting 
mixes.  When dry, the substance actual-
ly repels water!  

Here’s how to pretreat it: If  you want 
to wet a full bag of  peat moss, poke sev-
eral holes in the bottom of  the bag and 
open the top. Then pour water slowly 
into the top of  the bag until it seeps 
out of  the bottom holes.  Push on the 
bag and knead it to ensure the peat is 
getting saturated.  To test, scoop out a 
handful of  peat moss and squeeze it.  If  
you can squeeze water out, it is ready to 
use.  If  not, keep wetting until you can.

**
Here’s an easy test to gauge if  your gar-

den soil is ready to plant.  Simply scoop 
up a handful of  dirt and squeeze it into 

a ball.  If  
the ball 
crumbles 
when you 
r e l e a s e 
your fin-
gers, the 
soil is 
all set 
for dig-
ging.  If  
the ball sticks together, the soil is still 
to wet to work.

**
Flower bulbs are now plentiful at 

large garden centers.  But, bulbs sold 
at such places are a bargain only if  
you know how to avoid poor quality 
bulbs.  Here are some tips:

* Bulbs should feel solid and heavy.  If  
they are light, they may be dried out.  

* Avoid bulbs with discolored, dark or 
moldy spots.

* Make sure there are no holes or 
other signs of  insect damage on bulbs.

* Pick over bulbs that have sprouted; 
it is better if  they grow roots first. 

**
Color Tip:  Garden designers rec-

ommend most flower gardens have a 
splash of  red. The bright color acts as 
a stunning accent when planted in a 
clump among white flowers and thick 
greenery!

**.       
            Farmer’s Planting Timetables
Our forefathers took great pains to 

plant crops at the precise time of  year 
to promote a bountiful crop.  With this 
in mind, below is this column’s annu-
al reminder of  some interesting “old 

farmer’s tales” that indicate when it is 
time to plant garden vegetables:

 
Lilac’s Bloom: When the lilacs have 

their first leaves it is time to plant 
cool-weather crops such as peas, lettuce, 
and onions.  When the lilac flowers are 
in full bloom, it s safe to plant tender 
crops such as tomatoes and corn.

 
Native American’s Rule: The 

American Indians passed this reli-
able tip on to European colonists, 
and many farmers still rely on it 
today.  Tender crops should not be plant-
ed until  the  leaves on an oak tree are 
as big as a squirrels ear (about an inch 
or so long). 

 
Moon Signs: Many natural garden-

ers plant successfully by the phases of  
the moon.  Here’s how:  Between the 
new moon and the first quarter: sow or 
transplant leafy plants and those that 
bear seeds on the outside of  the fruit, 
such as strawberries.  

Between the first quarter and the full 
moon: plant crops whose seeds develop 
inside the fruit, such as tomatoes, peas, 
beans and squash.  

From the full moon to the last quar-
ter:  plant root vegetables.

Never plant from the last quarter to 
the new moon.  

 
**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House
Your tips can win you a great dinner 

for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 

in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month will 
win a fabulous three course dinner for 
two at the renowned restaurant, located 
on Route 131 across the town common 
in historic Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dispensing tips, not 
inventing them (although I can take 
credit for some), I’m counting on you 
readers out there to share your best 
helpful hints!

Do you have a tip that has worked for 
you?  Do you have a question regarding 
household or garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them with readers of  
Stonebridge Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or email KDRR@aol.com.  Hints 
are entered into a drawing for dinner 
for two at the historic Publick House 
Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT

Gardening Tips and Tricks

Courtesy

Don Cook with a nice brown trout caught last 
weekend at Lousia Lake. 

Trout fishing is producing some 
impressive fish in Mass. waters, with 
some impressive rainbow trout being 
caught at various ponds and lakes in the 
valley. Mass. has pretty much stocked 
all ponds and lakes in the valley at least 
once, and trout will continue to be stocked 
up to Memorial Day weekend. Because of  
the high water from recent heavy rain, 
streams and rivers may not be stocked 
until waters recede. Many anglers are 
smoking the trout that they catch. 

The Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club will 
open their pond for the April trout fish-
ing derby on April 13, for members 
only. The pond will receive another huge 
trout stocking prior to the derby. The 
derby will start at 7 a.m., and will end at 
10 p.m. Cash prizes will be awarded for 
the largest trout. 

Trout fishing anglers need to be 
reminded again that Wallum Lake in 
Douglas is closed to all fishing until April 
13, as the lake is controlled by Rhode 
Island regulations. When Wallum Lake 
opens, the trout limits are six fish per 
day. To check on all regulations, go to the 
Web site at Rhode Island freshwaterfish-
ing.com. 

Most local Rod & Gun Clubs in the val-
ley have 
had their 
a n n u -
al wild 
g a m e 
dinners, 
with tick-
ets selling 
out in one 
day. The 

Whitinsville Fish & Game club will be 
holding their pistol & clay shoots every 
Wed at 6 p.m., and they are open to the 
public. Check out their newly renovated 
ranges. 

This past week, I was driving down the 
road on Route 16 near my house when 
a large rabbit was spotted crossing the 
road, and it was very large, but what 
made him stand out was the huge ears 
he was sporting. It was the size of  a large 
snowshoe hare, but it definitely was not 
a hare. I had one in my backyard last 
year. Now, there are a lot of  rabbits 
throughout the valley area, but these do 
not have all the features of  the standard 
New England cottontail rabbits we are 
used to seeing. 

The Eastern cottontail rabbits are also 
located in New England, and have many 
of  the same features of  a New England 
cottontail. Whatever they are, they raised 
havoc with my vegetable garden and with 
my flower bed last year, prompting me to 
fence off  the garden this year. 

Bear are coming out of  hibernation, 
and sightings are being reported by 
homeowners throughout the valley that 
have bird feeders out.  They are the num-
ber one food source they enjoy eating.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

Trout season
 produces 

impressive fish

RALPH
TRUE

The GreaT

OuTdOOrs

Growing up, my dad was a 
huge fan of  Zig Ziglar, filling 
our home with the sound of  
his motivational speech-
es. One story that 
always stuck with me 
was the story about 
a million dollar race-
horse. 

Ziglar poses a 
thought-provoking 
question: “If  you did 
have a million-dollar 
racehorse, would you let him 
stay up half  the night drink-
ing coffee and booze, smok-
ing cigarettes, and eating 
junk food?” Of  course, you 
wouldn’t! He then extends the 
analogy, asking, “Would you 
treat a $10 dog or a $5 cat that 
way? What about a billion-dol-
lar body?”

The point he’s trying to 
make is clear. You are that 
billion-dollar body. You may 
not feel like a Billion Dollars 
but nobody is going to bring 
you the life you want except 
yourself. It’s true that you’re 
are the best investment your 
money can buy. You must 
invest in yourself  to get far 
in life, but it takes work. 
Investing in yourself  takes 
time, patience, and sacrifice. 

This investment concept 
extends beyond the racetrack 
to the broader market of  our 
personal development, where 
the stakes are high, and the 

returns on investment can be 
life-changing.

Consider your personal 
development as a portfolio. 

Diversification is key to 
any sound investment 
strategy. Similarly, invest-
ing in oneself  encom-
passes various aspects: 
physical health, mental 
well-being, emotional 
strength, and intellectual 
growth. 

It requires consistent effort. 
Whether it’s committing to 
a regular workout routine 
at the gym, attending night 
classes to further our educa-
tion, or seeking therapy to 
address underlying issues, 
each action signifies an 
investment in our well-being 
and future success. 

Through the years, I even-
tually started to think of  
myself  as an investment in 
my future, and I thought a 
lot about bad habits. Just like 
savvy investors review and 
adjust their portfolios to opti-
mize performance, we must 
periodically assess our hab-
its, routines, and choices.

While we may know on an 
intellectual level that we need 
to take care of  ourselves to 
accomplish our dreams and 
be healthy, it’s not easy, and 
bad habits are hard to kick. 
Very few of  us can kick a bad 
habit Cold Turkey. 

Bad habits, in this analo-
gy, are like underperforming 
assets. They drag down our 
overall portfolio’s value—our 
life’s potential and well-being. 
Just as an investor wouldn’t 
hold onto a stock plummeting 
in value without good reason, 
we shouldn’t cling to habits 
that don’t serve our ultimate 
goals of  health, happiness, 
and success. 

Yet, the process of  divesting 
from these habits isn’t akin to 
simply clicking a “sell” but-
ton. It’s a gradual, sometimes 
challenging process of  trial, 
error, and perseverance.

I’ve been paying close atten-
tion to Bitcoin since 2016, and 
I’m always amazed at its vol-
atility. Yet, amidst the ups 
and downs, it keeps trending 
upward. 

Watching Bitcoin’s ascent 
has taught me that volatility 
is part of  the journey. There 
will be days when our resolve 
weakens, and old habits resur-
face like a market correction 
testing investors’ nerves. 

However, it’s not the daily 
fluctuations that define our 
success but the overall trend. 
If  you’re gradually becoming 
more mindful of  your health, 
more resilient in facing 
stress, and more dedicated to 
your personal growth—even 
amidst occasional setbacks—

you’re on an upward trajec-
tory. 

Remember, the most sig-
nificant investments don’t 
yield returns overnight. They 
require time, belief  in their 
value, and the patience to 
ride out the volatility. Your 
investment in yourself  is no 
different. Each step toward 
breaking a bad habit, no mat-
ter how small, is a deposit 
into your billion-dollar body’s 
account, accruing compound 
interest in the form of  a 
healthier, more fulfilled life.

As you continue on this 
journey, don’t beat yourself  
up if  you have the occasional 
backslide, stop counting calo-
ries for a couple of  days, get 
too busy to make it to the gym, 
or aren’t able to stay on track 
the way that you thought you 
should. Volatility is part of  
the game; just keep focused 
on making those baby steps 
and keep trending upward!

Keep the image of  the mil-
lion-dollar racehorse in mind, 
and remember, that racehorse 
is you! Would you bet against 
a horse of  such value by 
neglecting its care? Unlikely. 
Then why bet against your-
self ? By viewing each choice 
and habit through the lens 
of  investment, you position 
yourself  to succeed and 
thrive.

Treat yourself like a million-dollar racehorse

TOBY
MOORE

POsiTively 
sPeakinG

Hiring? 
Reach  
More 
Local Applicants

Rather than go online where you are bound to get applicants  
from all over the world who click on every open job, why not advertise local-

ly, where you will get qualified, local applicants for your local job.

Help Wanted

Email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone: (774) 200-7308

•The Auburn New
•Blackstone Valley Tribune
•Spencer New Leader 
•Southbridge News

•Webster Times
•Sturbridge Villager
•Charlton Villager

•Woodstock Villager
•Thompson Villager
•Putnam Villager 
•Killingly Villager
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This isn’t one of those ‘limited time’ offers 
that’s not really limited. We’re only offering 
this window discount and this patio and 
entry door discount for 31 days!1 

FINAL week to book your FREE  
Window and Door Diagnosis

Sale ends March 31!

•  Renewal by Andersen is the full-service 
replacement window division of 
Andersen®, a company that has built 
windows and doors for over 121 years.

•  Our windows’ Fibrex® material is  
twice as strong as low-end vinyl.

•  Compared to ordinary dual-pane glass, 
our SmartSun™ glass is 49% more 
energy-efficient in the winter and helps 
make your home more comfortable.2

windows & doors 31-DAY SALE

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 3/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) 
or more windows or entry/patio doors between 3/1/2024 and 3/31/2024. Additional $150 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 3/31/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less 
than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. 
Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and 
state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your 
local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2Values are based 
on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code "Glazed Fenestration" Default Tables. 
“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

1-800-209-2746

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

BUY ONE WINDOW OR DOOR, 
GET ONE

40% OFF1

EVERY WINDOW AND DOOR1

$150 OFF
No minimum purchase required.Minimum purchase of four required.

PLUS

PLUS NO
Money Down

NO
Monthly Payments

for 1 
year1NO

Interest 

Final week!
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Celebrating 50 Years

seafood

Route 31 Charlton Depot

Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11am to 8pm

WE ACCEPT 

MOST MAJOR 

CREDIT CARDS

www.ronniesseafood.com

Proudly Serving  
the Community

 for over 50 Years

Soft Service Ice Cream
Premium Hard Ice Cream

Specializing in  
Fresh Fried Seafood 

Indoor/Outdoor Seating!

NOW OPEN!

Ball Horticultural Company — Courtesy

Heat and drought-tolerant Celosia Celway™ 
Salmon has spiky blooms atop 40- to 48-inch 
stems.

 

Add a warm, cozy feel to this year’s 
gardens with the 2024 Pantone Color of  
the Year, Peach Fuzz. It was selected for 
generating a feeling of  kindness and ten-
derness and encouraging 
sharing, community, and 
collaboration. Consider 
including this color in 
your garden to convey 
these emotions or as a 
good excuse to add more 
plants to your landscape. 
 This is the 25th year 
the Pantone Color 
Institute has selected 
a color that reflects the 
spirit of  the times.  These are colors you 
are likely to see in home furnishings, 
advertisements, and even our landscapes. 
 Peach Fuzz lies somewhere between 
pink and salmon. Many garden plants 
have flowers that fit into this color spec-
trum and can be used in containers and 
garden beds.

 Dianthus VivaciaÔ Orange is hardy to 
zone 7a, but can be used as an annual in 
colder areas. The large double flowers top 
10- to 16-inch-tall plants and are showy 
during the cooler months of  the growing 
season. They combine nicely with other 
flowers and their sturdy stems make 
them suitable for cutting.

 SuperTrouperÔ Orange Dianthus has 
similar colored flowers that are about 
20% smaller. It is hardy in zones 5 to 9 
and has a spicy fragrance.

 Celosia Celway™ 
Salmon has the same 
heat and drought toler-
ance as other celosias. 
The spiky blooms are 
held atop 40- to 48-inch 
stems, making them 
great additions to the 
middle or back of  the 
border.

 If  you love salvias, 
you can find a variety 

of  peachy-colored blossoms. These plants 
tend to be deer-resistant and humming-
bird magnets. Just check the plant tag for 
more specific information on the mature 
size and hardiness.

 Luxury Lace daylily has subtly fra-
grant star-shaped flowers. Hardy in zones 
four to eight it has the same low mainte-
nance requirements as other daylilies. 
Just water thoroughly when needed.

 Geum ‘Mai Tai’ has vermillion red 
flowers that fade to a peachy pink early 
in the season. The 18-inch-tall burgundy 
stems are a nice contrast to the flowers. 
Grow it in full sun with moist soil in 
zones five to seven. 

 Last but certainly not least is 
threadleaf  coreopsis ‘Crème Caramel’ 
(Coreopsis verticillata ‘Crème Caramel’). 
Hardy in zones five to nine, it slowly 
spreads making it a nice addition to a 
sunny slope or traditional border. The 
fine foliage blends nicely with other flow-
ers, adding welcome texture to any plant-
ing. Watch the peachy-pink flowers deep-
en to salmon when temperatures cool.

 Use the artist’s color wheel to find 
colors that pair well with these and other 
peach-fuzz-colored flowers and foliage. 
Then look for opportunities to add inter-
esting texture for some additional piz-
zazz. You and your visitors will enjoy 
the cozy warm feeling when walking 
through your landscape. 

 Melinda Myers has written more than 
20 gardening books, including Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant video and DVD 
series and the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and contribut-
ing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. 
Myers’ Web site is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Evoke positive emotions by adding Pantone Color of the Year to your garden

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, MARCH 14
12:47 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 1:08 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), verbal warning; 2:16 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
2:42 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 9:02 a.m.: welfare check (Main 
Street), no action required; 10:10 a.m.: 
mv stop (South Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, unin-
sured mv, unregistered mv, op w/sus-
pended registration, criminal applica-
tion issued; 11:19 a.m.: ambulance (Moose 
Hill Road), transported; 11:42 a.m.: inves-
tigation (Fobes Street, Worcester), report 
taken; 12:54 p.m.: arrest warrant service 
(Soojians Drive), Shawn W. Ferris, 15 
River Street, Leicester, default warrant, 
straight warrant, arrest; 2:10 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Upton Street), transported; 2:31 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 4:26 p.m.: distur-
bance (Pine Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, negligent oper-
ation, leaving the scene of  a personal 
injury accident, leaving the scene of  
a property damage accident, speeding, 
criminal application issued; 5:26 p.m.: 
harassment (Woodland Road), spoken to; 
5:57 p.m.: welfare check (Paxton Street), 
assisted; 6:06 p.m.: assist other agency 
(Henshaw Street), services rendered; 7:07 
p.m.: unknown alarm (Paxton Street), 
resolved; 7:19 p.m.: assist citizen (South 
Main Street); 7:58 p.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 8:28 p.m.: proper-
ty found (Washburn Square), resolved; 
10:46 p.m.: disturbance (South Main 
Street), resolved.

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
12:19 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 

verbal warning; 12:50 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 1:15 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, unlicensed 
operation, mv doesn’t meet RMV safe-
ty standards, lights violation, speeding, 
criminal application issued; 5:24 a.m.: 
assist other PD (South Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 10:07 a.m.: erratic opera-
tor (Main Street), spoken to; 10:24 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Mannville Street), 
referred; 1:14 p.m.: summons service 
(South Main Street), served; 3:02 p.m.: 
ambulance (Granite Street, Worcester), 
transported; 3:08 p.m.: accident (South 
Main Street), report taken; 4:50 p.m.: 
lobby service (South Main Street), unli-
censed operation, failure to stop for 
police, littering from mv, speeding, crim-
inal application issued; 5:07 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Deer Pond Road), referred; 
5:43 p.m.: parking complaint (Flint Way), 
gone on arrival; 6:16 p.m.: ambulance 
(West Street), transported; 8:46 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 8:59 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 
9:21 p.m.: suspicious mv (Stafford Street), 
resolved; 11:17 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning.

SATURDAY, MARCH 17
12:16 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 2:53 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 3:01 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
4:13 am.: disabled mv (Pleasant Street), 
resolved; 8:54 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), citation issued; 8:56 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), resolved; 9:53 a.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), spoken to; 10:39 
a.m.: assist citizen (Parker Street); 11:23 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 12:17 p.m.: ambulance (Henshaw 

Street), transported; 12:48 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 1:01 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), spoken to; 
1:07 p.m.: assist citizen (Towtaid Street), 
referred; 1:10 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), spoken to; 1:55 p.m.: mv stop 
(Soojians Drive), name and address 
redacted from police log, unlicensed 
operation, unregistered mv, uninsured 
mv, criminal application issued; 2:31 
p.m.: lobby service (South Main Street), 
report taken; 2:32 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Deer Pond Road), unfounded; 3:08 p.m.: 
fraud (Memorial School Drive), report 
taken; 3:41 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 3:54 p.m.: ambulance 
(Maighan’s Way), transported; 5:58 p.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 6:39 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 9:06 p.m.: welfare check 
(Hemlock Street), peace restored; 10:15 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning.

SUNDAY, MARCH 17
12:46 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), Omar 

Ricardo Londono, 54, 199 Paxton Road, 
Spencer, OUI liquor, marked lanes vio-
lation, negligent operation, arrest; 6:10 
a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 9:08 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, unlicensed operation, no inspection 
sticker, criminal application issued; 9:39 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, op w/
suspended registration, op w/suspended 
license, uninsured mv, criminal applica-
tion issued; 10:15 a.m.: mv stop (Auburn 
Street), written warning; 10:33 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 11:37 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, unlicensed operation; name and 
address redacted from police log, op w/
unlicensed/suspended permit, criminal 
applications issued/2; 12:32 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Virginia Drive), transported; 1:00 
p.m.: ambulance (Stafford Street), trans-
ported; 2:34 p.m.: animal complaint (King 
Street Extension), referred; 5:10 p.m.: 
welfare check (Soojians Drive), unfound-
ed; 6:50 p.m.: ambulance (Market Street), 
transported; 7:03 p.m.: accident (Main 
Street), name and address redacted from 
police log, leaving the scene of  a prop-
erty damage accident, criminal appli-
cation issued; 8:01 p.m.: welfare check 
(Main Street), spoken to; 8:07 p.m.: sus-
picious activity (Main Street), services 
rendered; 9:35 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 10:00 
p.m. larceny (Main Street), report taken; 
10:37 p.m.: ambulance (Parker Street), 
transported.

MONDAY, MARCH 18
12:52 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-

ken to; 1:24 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 7:30 a.m.: ambulance 
(Winslow Avenue), transported; 8:26 
a.m.: fraud (Main Street), report taken; 
9:35 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:55 a.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), verbal warning; 10:16 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 10:28 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton 
Street), verbal warning; 10:40 a.m.: name 
and address redacted from police log, 
unlicensed operation, criminal applica-
tion issued; 11:08 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 11:37 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 11:46 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), citation 
issued; 1:47 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, uninsured mv, unregistered mv, 

criminal application issued; 2:46 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transport-
ed; 2:52 p.m.: animal complaint (King 
Street), referred; 3:53 p.m.: fraud (Flint 
Way), report taken; 4:05 p.m.: accident 
(James Street, Worcester), resolved; 4:24 
p.m.: neighbor dispute (Craig Street), 
assisted; 4:34 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 4:38 
p.m.: ambulance (Stafford Street), trans-
ported; 5:18 p.m.: ambulance (Deer Pond 
Road), transported; 5:25 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 6:16 p.m.: ambulance (out 
of  town/no location noted on police 
log), transported; 6:17 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 6:54 p.m.: suspicious activity 
(Main Street), advised civil action; 8:43 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 9:55 p.m.: disturbance (Main Street), 
peace restored; 10:23 p.m.: disturbance 
(Main Street), referred; 10:26 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported.

TUESDAY, MARCH 19
2:14 a.m.: welfare check (Flint Way), 

report taken; 7:38 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton 
Street), verbal warning; 7:43 a.m.: mv 
stop (Winslow Avenue), citation issued; 
7:51 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), citation 
issued; 8:17 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, unlicensed operation, speeding; 
8:58 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), cita-
tion issued; 9:08 a.m.: ambulance (Siani 
Road), transported; 9:11 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 10:17 
a.m.; ambulance (Roberta Bay, Spencer), 
transported; 10:49 a.m.: summons ser-
vice (South Main Street), served; 11:41 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), citation 
issued; 3:08  p.m.: disturbance (Paxton 
Street), transported to hospital; 5:13 p.m.: 
harassment (Main Street), report taken; 
5:25 p.m.: harassment (Warren Street), 
report taken; 6:06 p.m.: neighbor dispute 
(Mannville Street), report taken; 6:12 
p.m.: disturbance (Main Street), report 
taken; 10:20 p.m.: assist other agency 
(Hemlock Street), report taken.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
1:32 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 5:55 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 6:38 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 6:44 
a.m.: assist other PD (Stafford Street), 
services rendered; 8:39 a.m.: commercial 
alarm (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
call canceled; 12:02 p.m.: ambulance 
(Pleasant Street), transported; 12:13 
p.m.: welfare check (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 1:02 p.m.: accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 1:36 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Pond Court), unable 
to serve; 1:52 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 2:03 
p.m.: ambulance (Winslow Avenue), 
transported; 2:16 p.m.: welfare check 
(Mannville Street), resolved; 3:51 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Rawson Street); 4:03 p.m.: 
welfare check Virginia Drive), services 
rendered; 4:10 p.m.: ambulance (Lovell 
Street, Worcester), transported; 5:01 
p.m.: restraining order service (South 
Main Street), served; 9:56 p.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Main Street), false alarm.

Spencer Police Log
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
12:56-2:22 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:49 a.m.: parking violation 
(Valley Street), ticket issued; 4:19 a.m.: 
LTC issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
4:23 a.m.: FID card issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 7:53 a.m.: sex offender 
registration (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 10:40 a.m.: arrest warrant service 
(Smithville Road), Douglas J. Witt, 69, 
100 Wire Village Road, Spencer, warrant, 
arrest; 10:53 a.m.: fire alarm (Church 
Street), referred; 12:11 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Bay Path Road), rep. neglected 
dogs; 12:22 p.m.: medical/general (Bixby 
Road); 1:46 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Smithville Road), loose dog; 1:51 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (West Main Street), rep. 
of  incident; 2:47 p.m.: medical/general 
(Sherwood Drive); 3:14 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Mechanic Street), tenant/landlord 
issue; 3:49 p.m.: medical/general (Rene 
Drive); 3:50 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(South Spencer Road), investigated; 5:17 
p.m.: mv complaint (Northwest Road), 
m/cs doing wheelies; 5:55 p.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 6:51 p.m.: resi-
dential fire (Greenville Street), referred; 
6:51 p.m.: disturbance (Valley Street), 
noise complaint; 9:12 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Pleasant Street), investigat-
ed; 10:02 p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); (total daily mv stops – 0).

THURSDAY, MARCH 14
12:48-1:50 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:52/1:09 a.m.: intelligence/
parole (West Main Street), info rec’d; 6:37 
a.m.: disabled mv (Greenville Street), 
assisted; 7:08 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Water Street), dead raccoon; 8:55 a.m.: 
medical/general (Paxton Road); 10:38 
a.m.: medical/general (Valley View 
Drive); 11:06 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Main Street), re: dead animal; 11:29 
a.m.: mv complaint (North Brookfield 
Road), erratic operator; 1:09 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Lake Street), spoken to; 1:28 
p.m.: juvenile arrest (Ash Street), re: 
incident at school; 1:50 p.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), Sturbridge PD bolo; 

2:21 p.m.: FID card issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 2:51 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Oakland Drive); 3:12 p.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 3:28 p.m.: 
fraud (West Main Street), report taken; 
3:46 p.m.: medical/general (West Main 
Street); 4:18 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street); origin of  request not noted on 
police log/re: stolen mv; 4:26 p.m.: fire 
alarm (Meadow Road), referred; 4:42 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Greenville Street), 
req. residence check; 6:20 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Charlton Road), erratic opera-
tor; 6:36 p.m.:  illegal dumping (North 
Spencer Road), lg. trunk dumped; 6:48 
p.m.: RV complaint (Maple Street), re: 
dirt bike/no plates; 7:42 p.m.: 911 call 
(Pioneer Valley Drive), open line; 8:00 
p.m.: 911 call (Pleasant Street), open 
line; 8:21 p.m.: suspicious persons (High 
Street), spoken to; 9:00 p.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), Sturbridge PD bolo; 
9:04 p.m.: disabled mv (North Spencer 
Road), resolved; 10:07 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Bell Street), loose dog; (total daily 
mv stops – 0).

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
12:02-2:51 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:50 a.m.: intelligence/parole 
(West Main Street), info rec’d; 1:52 a.m.: 
medical/general (G.H. Wilson Road); 2:19 
a.m.: medical/general (Jones Street); 
4:04 a.m.: drug/narcotics offenses 
(Church Street), Matthew R. Cross, 48, 
1572 Wachusett Street, Holden, traffick-
ing cocaine/36 g or more, trafficking 
heroin/morphine/opium 36 g or more, 
possession Class A drug w/intent to dis-
tribute, arrest; James E. Woodbury, 47, 
37 Church Street, Spencer, trafficking 
heroine/morphine/opium 36 g or more, 
trafficking cocaine 18 g or more, posses-
sion Class A drug w/intent to distrib-
ute, arrest; 4:55 a.m.: medical/general 
(Greenville Street); 6:56 a.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Debbie Drive), no contact; 7:40 
a.m.: DPW call (Bisby Road), water 
leak; 7:52 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 8:04 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (High Street), lift assist; 9:34 a.m.: 
larceny (Main Street), report taken; 9:49 
a.m.: medical/general (Sampson Street); 
10:01 a.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), 
mv tailgating/passing; 10:03 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Maple Street); 11:47 a.m.: 
medical/general (Ash Street); 12:02 
p.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic Street), 
req. officer tour apt.; 12:10 p.m.: park-
ing violation (Chestnut Street), ticket 
issued; 12:14 p.m.: 911 call (Main Street), 
services rendered; 12:22 p.m.: larceny 
(Spring Street), report taken; 12:29 p.m.: 
restraining order service (West Main 
Street); 12:40 p.m.: disabled mv (West 
Main Street), assisted; 1:57 p.m.: property 
check req. (Main Street), rep. damage to 
food pantry; 2:06 p.m.: mv disabled (Ash 
Street), assisted; 2:19 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Oak Lane), ex abandoned mv; 2:22 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 3:20 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 4:24 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Maple Street), rep. neighbor stealing 
electricity; 4:43 p.m.: medical/general 
(South Spencer Road); 6:50 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Lincoln Street); 6:57 p.m.: 
harassing phone calls (Cherry Street), 
rep. threats from ex; 7:02 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Thompson Pond Road), loose 
dog; 9:19 p.m.: disturbance (Pleasant 
Street), noise complaint; 9:34 p.m.: 911 
call (Main Street), hang-up; 9:47 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Chestnut Street), fight; 10:46 
p.m.: suspicious persons (Main Street), 
investigated; (total daily mv stops – 5).

  SATURDAY, MARCH 16
12:21-2:28 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:58 a.m.: RV complaint (Main 
Street), re: dirt bike; 2:26 a.m.: parking 
violation (Church Street), ticket issued; 
2:37 a.m.: accident (North Brookfield 
Road), report taken; 6:49 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 7:56 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Lincoln Street); 8:29 a.m.: 
DPW call (McCormick Road), tree on 
wires; 10:26 a.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street); 12:42 p.m.: vandalism 
(South Spencer Road), juveniles kicked 
in door; 1:41 p.m.: shoplifting (West Main 
Street), report taken; 2:26 p.m.: 911 call 
(Main Street), open line/hang-up; 2:41 
p.m.: mv complaint (North Brookfield 
Road), erratic operator; 6:19 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (Main Street), assisted; 8:27 
p.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
8:44 p.m.: fireworks complaint (Temple 
Street), report taken; 8:53 p.m.: accident 
(West Main Street), report taken; 11:00 
p.m.: medical/general (Westland Drive); 
11:37 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
11:48 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), re: restraining order; (total daily 
mv stops – 2).

SUNDAY, MARCH 17
12:41 a.m.: disturbance (Pleasant 

Street), re: intoxicated male; 12:44 a.m.: 
fire alarm (Bemis Road), referred; 1:18-
2:34 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 6:25 
a.m.: medical/general (Wall Street); 8:13 
a.m.: medical/general (South Spencer 
Road); 8:55 a.m.: medical/general (Parent 
Street); 9:09 a.m.: vandalism (Main 
Street), mv window broken; 11:14 a.m.: 
medical/general (Church Street); 11:30 
a.m.: officer wanted (Chestnut Street), 
spoken to; 1:06 p.m.: DPW call (Greenville 
Street), lg. pothole; 1:23 p.m.: commercial 

POLICE LOGS

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

SPENCER- Nancy Jane Johnson,80, formerly of  16 Irving St., died Saturday, 
March 23rd in Quaboag Rehabilitation & Skilled Care Center, W.Brookfield.

She leaves her brother; Paul Johnson of  Spencer, sister in laws; Pamela Johnson 
of  Millbury and Winifred Johnson of  Spencer, nieces,nephews and cousins. She is 
predeceased by her brothers; Edwin and Richard Johnson

She was born in Worcester, the daughter of  Charles E. and Florence (Veroneau) 
Johnson and later attended Leicester High School. 

Nancy was a longtime bus monitor for AA Transportation & County Cab in 
Spencer. She also once worked at Allegro (formerly Sprague Electric in Worcester) 
before retiring.

The family would like to thank the caring and compassionate staff  at Quaboag 
who constantly made Nancy laugh.

At her request no funeral services are planned at this time. The J.HENRI 
MORIN & SON FUNERAL HOME, 23 Maple Terr., Spencer is assisting the family 
with arrangements. In lieu of  flowers, memorial donations may be made to: 

MA. Prevention of  Cruelty to Animals, ATTN; Donations, 350 S.Huntington 
Ave., Boston, MA 02130.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Nancy Jane Johnson,80
OBITUARIES

Turn To LOGS page     A11
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUTTERS

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
774-200-7308

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridge press.news

Installations

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL 
& CARPENTRY  

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
#4153C • 8376A1 • 191806

508-885-BEST
Exclusive Discounts for 

Seniors & Veterans

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER
 STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

alarm (Water Street), accidental; 1:33 
p.m.: suspicious persons (Main Street), 
vandalism to food pantry; 3:12 p.m.: 
medical/general (Mechanic Street); 4:41 
p.m.: fire (Sunset Lane), referred; 5:21 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Valley Street), req. 
officer; 5:34 p.m.: medical/general (Wall 
Street); 6:15 p.m.: RV complaint (Maple 
Street), dirt bikes back/forth in road-
way; 7:59 p.m.: medical/general (Fourth 
Avenue); 9:16 p.m.: mv complaint (North 
Spencer Road), speeding/passing; 9:32 
p.m.: building checked, secure; 10:42 
p.m.: medical/general (Bay Path Road); 
10:45 p.m.: suspicious persons (Charlton 
Road), investigated; 11:07 p.m.: accident 
(Route 49) report taken; (total daily mv 

stops – 2).
MONDAY, MARCH 18
12:13-1:54 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:05 a.m.: parking violation 
(Church Street), ticket issued; 5:26 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Route 49), re: unknown 
mv w/roof  lights; 7:59 a.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 8:56 a.m.: 
medical/general (Ash Street); 10:42 a.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 10:44 
a.m.: officer wanted (Howe Village), 
call canceled; 10:45 a.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), rep. stolen item; 
12:16 p.m.: citizen complaint (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 12:19 p.m.: 911 call 
(Maple Street), accidental; 12:45 p.m.: 
restraining order service (West Main 
Street); 12:58 p.m.: medical/general 
(Brooks Pond Road); 2:56 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), LTC change 
of  address; 4:09 p.m.: restraining order 

service (Temple Street); 5:30 p.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Mechanic Street), ser-
vices rendered; 6:15 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Mechanic Street), rep. earlier incident; 
6:43 p.m.: medical/general (Lloyd Dyer 
Drive); 7:16 p.m.: medical/general (Maple 
Street); 8:13 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), Brookfield PD bolo; 10:55 p.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), State 
Police bolo; 11:47 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; (total daily mv stops – 2).

TUESDAY, MARCH 19
12:00-2:54 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:11 a.m.: medical/general 
(Sherman Grove); 4:57 a.m.: medical/
sudden death (Sherwood Drive); 5:18 
a.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street); 
6:17 a.m.: mv lockout (Main Street), 
assisted; 9:06 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Cottage Street), re: missing cat; 9:21 
a.m.: medical/general (Charlton Road); 

10:07 a.m.: fire alarm (South Spencer 
Road), test; 10:10 a.m.: medical/general 
(Roberta Bay); 10:33 a.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 12:28 p.m.: 
counterfeiting/forgery (Howe Village), 
re: coins purchased online; 2:45 p.m.: 
accident (North Spencer Road), report 
taken; 3:12 p.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 3:41 p.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), assisted; 4:27 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Main Street), apt. lockout; 4:43 p.m.: dis-
turbance (High Street), Calon Alexander 
Milam, 36, 756 Main Street, Worcester, 
disorderly conduct, disturbing the peace, 
trespassing, arrest; 5:11 p.m.: fraud (Main 
Street), report taken; 7:24 p.m.: DPW call 
(Elm Street), no water; (total daily mv 
stops – 1).

# # #

LOGS
continued from page     A10
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325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

Trivia is Back Sat. Nights at 7pm! 

THE BAR IS OPEN!  
 7 Days at Noon

Join us for a cold drink  
and some delicious fried food 

on Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday Nights 5-9pm

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 4/31/24

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

The function room is now open! 

Fri 3/29 & Sat. 3/30 (after 5pm) 

COD OSCAR

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P0804EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Angel Luis Diaz
Date of Death:  02/23/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative  has been filed 
by Angellese Camacho of Leicester 
MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Angellese Camacho of Leicester MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety  on the bond in unsupervised 
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/16/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 19, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 29, 2024

[Project Name:  Battery Energy 
Storage Systems (BESS)]

LEICESTER PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the 
Leicester Planning Board will hold a 
public hearing to discuss proposed 
amendments to the Leicester Zoning 
Bylaws on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, 
starting at 7:05PM or as soon thereaf-
ter as may be heard in Meeting Room 
3, Leicester Town Hall, 3 Washburn 
Square, Leicester, MA.  
The subject matter of proposed amend-
ments is as follows:

Addition of Section 5.19 Battery 
Energy Storage Systems (BESS) to 
the Town of Leicester Zoning Bylaws, 
definitions to be added to Section 
1.3 of the Leicester Zoning Bylaws, 
additions to section 3.2.05 Schedule 
of Use as well as in the following 
zones not outlined in Section 3.2 3.30 
Business Residential -1 Zone (BR-1), 
3.32 Residential Industrial Business 
Zone (RIB), and 5.6 Greenville Village 
Neighborhood Business District (NB). 
The complete text and maps relative to 
the proposed amendments are avail-
able for inspection at the Town Clerk’s 
Office during regular business hours 
and on the Planning Board’s web page 
on the Town of Leicester’s website 
at https://www.leicesterma.org/plan-
ning-department-planning-board.
Joshua Campbell, Chair
Leicester Planning Board
March 29, 2024

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Susan Boucher has filed an RDA 
with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission to remove a tree located 
at 27 Jolicoeur Avenue, Spencer, 
MA.
Thomas Mitchell has filed an RDA 
with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission to add a covered front 
porch to the house located at 152 Ash 
Street, Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the 
Office of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commission 
in McCourt Social Hall at Town Hall, 
157 Main Street, on Wednesday, April 
10, 2024 at which time all persons hav-
ing an interest may be present or call in 
remotely to participate. Conservation 
Commission meetings open at 6:15 
p.m.
Mary McLaughlin
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
March 29, 2024

[Project Name:  Highway Business 
Industrial-1 (HB-1) Bylaw 
Amendment]

LEICESTER PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to MGL, Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, 
the Leicester Planning Board will hold 
a public hearing on Tuesday, April 16, 
2024, starting at 7:45 in Meeting Room 
3 at Leicester Town Hall, 3 Washburn 
Square, Leicester, MA 01524 to dis-
cuss proposed amendments to the 
Leicester Bylaws.  The subject matter 
of proposed amendments is as follows:
1. To amend Section 3.2.02 of 
the Town of Leicester Zoning Bylaws 
to include Mixed Use, Horizontal Mix 
allowable by Site Plan Review in the 
Highway Business Industrial 1 (HB-1) 
zone.
2. To amend Section 5.5 of the 
Town of Leicester Zoning Bylaw to in-
clude new sections Section 5.5.01.2 
through 5.5.01.4 which include spe-
cific requirements for the allowance 
of Mixed Use, Horizontal Mix, Density 
Regulations, and Design Standards.

The complete text relative to the pro-
posed amendments is available for 
inspection at the Town Clerk’s Office 
during regular business hours and on 
the Planning Board’s web page on the 
Town of Leicester’s web site at https://
www.leicesterma.org/planning-depart-
ment-planning-board.
Joshua Campbell, Chair
Leicester Planning Board
March 29, 2024

LEICESTER PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Pursuant to MGL, Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the 
Leicester Planning Board will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, April 16, 
2024, starting at 7:30PM in Meeting 
Room 3 at Leicester Town Hall, 3 
Washburn Square, Leicester, MA 
01524 to discuss proposed amend-
ment(s) to the Leicester Bylaws and 
Zoning Map.  The subject matter of 
proposed amendment(s) is as follows:
To amend the Zoning Map by re-zon-
ing properties on Route 9/Main Street 
currently zoned Highway Business 
Industrial 1S (HB-1) to Business 
Residential (BR-1).  This includes 
the following parcels from 1326 Main 
Street to 1512 Main and 1323 Main 
Street to 1445 Main Street, then 1521 
Main Street to 18 Burncoat Street 
(Parcels 17-B9, 18-B11, 18-B12, 18B-
12.1, 18-B13,19-A1.1.0, 19-A1-0, 
19-A2, 19-A3, 19-A4, 19-A5, 19-A6, 
19-A7, 19A-A1, 19A-A2, 19A-A4, 19A-

A5, 19A-A6, 19A-A7, 26B-A2, 26B-A1, 
26A-B28.1-0, 26A-B28, 18B-B5, 18B-
B6, 18B-B7, &18B-B10) and properties 
from 0 to 52 Burncoat Street currently 
zoned Highway Business Industrial 
(HB-1) to Residential 1 (R1) (Parcels 
18B-B12, 18B-13, 18B-B14, 18B-B15, 
18B-B16, 18B-B17, 18B-B17.1-0, 18B-
B18, 27B-A22) 
The complete text and maps relative to 
the proposed amendment(s) are avail-
able for inspection at the Town Clerk’s 
Office during regular business hours 
and on the Planning Board’s web page 
on the Town of Leicester’s web site 
at https://www.leicesterma.org/plan-
ning-department-planning-board.
Joshua Campbell, Chair
Leicester Planning Board
March 29, 2024

Public Notice 
In accordance with the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 
131, Section 40 of the Wetlands 
Protection Act, the North Brookfield 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public 
meeting on April 9, 2024, at 7:00 
p.m. at Town Offices, 215 North Main 
Street, North 
Brookfield, MA for an NOI and associ-
ated activities at 12 Madbrook Road. 
Any person 
interested in this matter is invited to 
attend the hearing. 
March 29, 2024

LEGALS

Notice of owners of funds held by the Town of Leicester and deemed abandoned. Per MGL C200A S9A, 
unclaimed property less than $100.00 will become the property of the town on May 29th, 2024; 
unclaimed property of $100.00 or more will become the property of the town on June 2nd, 2025. To 
claim owned funds, go to www.leicesterma.org and visit the Treasurer Collector Department Page for a 
claim form under “Unclaimed Property”. 

CheckNumber CheckDate PaidTo Amount AP/PR 
122980 01/06/2022 HORN HANNA LORRAINE  $      25.14  AP 
123009 01/06/2022 PAUL A ORSI  $      85.00  AP 
123152 01/20/2022 SUPERNOR%MICHAEL T.  $    298.21  AP 
123270 02/03/2022 DISTRICT E TRACK & FIELD  $    350.00  AP 
123352 02/03/2022 COMM OF MASS  $        2.20  AP 
124194 03/31/2022 DRAKE%JANINE  $      30.31  AP 
124198 03/31/2022 ERIN L SLACK  $      10.00  AP 
124211 03/31/2022 HULTGREN%BROOKE A  $        5.03  AP 
124221 03/31/2022 MARY LOU HUTCHINS  $      10.00  AP 
124262 03/31/2022 VANALSTYNE TODD J  $      28.44  AP 
124329 03/31/2022 NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY  $    149.00  AP 
124399 04/14/2022 COMM OF MASS  $      38.80  AP 
124410 04/14/2022 EASTERN BANK  $    380.20  AP 
124496 04/14/2022 UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS - BOSTON  $      20.00  AP 
124497 04/14/2022 UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS - BOSTON  $      20.00  AP 
124679 04/28/2022 BRUNELL BRIAN A  $      36.05  AP 
124717 04/28/2022 GREGORY SAMUEL ROGER  $      49.85  AP 
124732 04/28/2022 LLOYD MADISON M  $      40.63  AP 
125094 05/26/2022 BRINDISI RILEE ANN ELIZ  $      16.13  AP 
125255 06/09/2022 DURKAN%LIAM  $      99.00  AP 
125276 06/09/2022 MARTIN JR%DANIEL  $    189.00  AP 
125362 06/09/2022 COMM OF MASS  $      59.65  AP 
125592 06/23/2022 KUCHINSKI JENNIFER JO  $      12.36  AP 
125593 06/23/2022 KUCHINSKI JOSEPH CHARLES  $      24.62  AP 
125727 07/07/2022 COMM OF MASS  $        5.55  AP 
125731 07/07/2022 CPTC - CITIZEN PLANNER TRAINER 

COLLABORATIVE  $      20.00  AP 
126020 07/21/2022 BERANTUO ERICH  $        7.02  AP 
126025 07/21/2022 CAMBRIDGE PROPERTIES LLC  $      63.95  AP 
126129 07/21/2022 PAGAN JUAN A  $        6.42  AP 
126145 07/21/2022 ROCHETTE CONSULTING SERVICES L  $      23.00  AP 
126160 07/21/2022 TAGMAN DOROTHY I LIFE ESTATE  $        8.96  AP 
126161 07/21/2022 TAX SERVICES OF AMERICA INC  $      16.63  AP 
126179 07/21/2022 WARD NATALIA    IRR TRUST  $      10.06  AP 
126230 07/21/2022 PLANTE%COLLEEN  $    100.00  AP 
126257 07/28/2022 MASS COALITION OF POLICE  $    420.00  AP 
126333 08/04/2022 KENNETH T WOLFF  $      25.00  AP 
126468 08/18/2022 BORRELLI TRACEY MICHAELA  $      20.95  AP 
126514 08/18/2022 FENNER DEREK A  $        6.61  AP 
126522 08/18/2022 GRANT CORY D  $        6.07  AP 
126537 08/18/2022 KEKA ARBEN  $      14.78  AP 
126619 08/18/2022 TRACTOR SUPPLY CO  $      11.47  AP 
126800 09/01/2022 COTE MARYANN  $      37.54  AP 
127186 09/29/2022 PRESCOTT BRANDON CHAD  $      18.24  AP 
127187 09/29/2022 RALPH A SEAVER  $    138.15  AP 
127188 09/29/2022 RALPH A SEAVER  $      42.13  AP 
127415 10/13/2022 BROOKS%SCOT D  $      20.00  AP 
127681 10/27/2022 ARIC FRIEND  $    100.00  AP 
128244 11/23/2022 FREDERIC JAY PROSSER  $    100.00  AP 
128449 12/08/2022 COMM OF MASS  $        1.00  AP 
128455 12/08/2022 DALY PATRICK J  $      34.07  AP 
128485 12/08/2022 JARED GAGNE  $      90.00  AP 
128685 12/22/2022 COMM OF MASS  $        8.25  AP 
703039 11/03/2022 Robbins, Mitchell  $      76.45  PR 
205934 08/26/2022 Lavin, Courtney  $ 2,244.25  PR 
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For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER    13 Friday, March 29, 2024

Like most New 
Englanders, I am a big 
fan of  Boston sports. I’m 
willing to talk about the 
Celtics, Bruins, Red Sox, 
and Patriots anytime. 
But this interesting story 
has its roots in a different 
sports franchise, namely 
the Miami Dolphins. 

Joe Robbie was born 
in South Dakota on July 
7, 1916.  The son of  a 
Lebanese immigrant, 
he came from modest 
beginnings and worked a 
variety of  jobs to earn a 
living.  He spent time as 
a lumberjack, sportswrit-
er, served in the Navy, 
and eventually attended 
the University of  South 
Dakota where he received 
his law degree.  Post grad-
uation, Robbie’s legal 
career gradually mor-
phed into local and state 
politics. But it’s what hap-
pened in March of  1965 
that turns this into an 
interesting sports story.

In 1965, Robbie had a 
meeting with Joe Foss, 
the commissioner of  
the American Football 
League. Foss encour-
aged Robbie to look into 
Miami as a potential 
site for a new expansion 
franchise. As a lifelong 
sports fan, Robbie was 
very much interested in 
the idea, but he personal-
ly didn’t have the money 
to make it happen. And 
so, Robbie formed a gen-
eral partnership with a 
few other individuals and 
raised the $7.5 million 
to purchase the expan-
sion team.  A couple of  
short years later, Robbie 
bought out his remaining 
partners and simultane-
ously became the prima-
ry owner of  the Miami 
Dolphins. 

Fast forward to the 
1980’s and Robbie’s 
family net worth 
had skyrocketed. In 
1987, he even built 
a new $114 million 
stadium, appropri-
ately called “The Joe 
Robbie Stadium.”

By most measures, 
Joe Robbie was a 
very successful busi-
nessman and he amassed 
a substantial fortune 
during his lifetime. So, 
when he died in 1990, 
one would assume his 
wife and children should 
remain financially “set 
for life.”  Unfortunately, 
this was not the case for 
the Robbie heirs. When 
Robbie passed away most 
of  his net worth was tied 
up in illiquid assets (i.e. 
the new stadium). The 
estate tax bill due upon 
his death was an esti-
mated $47 million. His 
wife and children did 
not have the funds avail-
able to pay this tax, and 
they were forced to sell 
the Miami Dolphins fran-
chise (and stadium) at a 
very, very deep discount. 
Unfortunately, the Robbie 
family would no longer 
be a part of  the NFL. 

While 99.99 percent of  
Americans will never 
own an NFL franchise or 
amass the type of  fortune 
Joe Robbie had, we can 
all learn an extremely 
valuable lesson from this 
story.  Estate planning 
is extremely important. 
Had Robbie done a few 
things differently, his 
family would likely still 
own the Miami Dolphins 
today (fun fact: the Miami 
Dolphins franchise cur-
rently has an estimated 
value of  $5.7 billion).

You don’t need to be a 
multimillionaire to ben-
efit from estate planning. 
Working with an experi-

enced financial planner 
will help you create a plan 
for the various assets you 
do own (i.e., real estate, 
businesses, investment 
accounts, IRA’s, etc.). 
The goal is to get your 
assets transferred to the 
correct people, and in a 
tax-efficient manner.  At 
a minimum, a financial 
plan should evaluate how 
your accounts are titled 
(individual, joint, trust, 
etc.), who you have listed 
as beneficiaries, review 
your asset allocation, 
and make proper use of  
insurance. 

If  you’ve never had 
a formal financial plan 
prepared for your family, 

or if  you’re overdue 
for a review, a mem-
ber of  The Capstone 
Planning Group 
would be happy to 
assist.

This article was 
written by the 
author, Christopher 
Mallon.

About The 
Capstone Planning Group

The Capstone Planning 
Group is an experienced 
wealth management 
team conveniently locat-
ed at Cornerstone Bank. 
The team offers compre-
hensive financial plan-
ning, asset management, 
and insurance. To learn 
more about the team 
and schedule a courtesy 
consultation please visit 
www.thecapstone.group.

Securities and adviso-
ry services are offered 
through LPL Financial 
(LPL), a registered 
investment advisor and 
broker-dealer (mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC). 

Insurance products are 
offered through LPL or 
its licensed affiliates. 
Cornerstone Bank and 
The Capstone Planning 
Group are not regis-
tered as a broker-dealer 
or investment advisor. 
Registered represen-
tatives of  LPL offer 
products and services 
using The Capstone 
Planning Group and may 
also be employees of  
Cornerstone Bank. These 
products and services are 
being offered through 
LPL or its affiliates, 
which are separate enti-
ties from, and not affil-
iates of, The Capstone 
Planning Group. 
Securities and insurance 
offered through LPL or 
its affiliates are:

Not insured by FDIC or 
Any Other Government 
Agency | Not Bank 
Guaranteed | Not Bank 
Deposits or Obligations | 
May Lose Value

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Dumpster Rental
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Scrap Metal Drop Off or Pick Up

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates
508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching

Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal
Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing

Brush Control & Mowing • More...
Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

“It means nothing hap-
pens. It doesn’t go for-
ward,” Petraitis explained 
to a guest questioning the 
status of  the vote.

The result prompt-
ed an ACLU lawsuit in 
December, alleging a 
pattern of  discrimina-
tory treatment, viola-
tions of  free expression 
and assembly rights, and 
unlawful discrimination 
on the basis of  gender.

Tripp resigned from the 
Select Board in January.

Petraitis could not be 
reached for comment on 
the settlement by press 
time.

Meanwhile, RJN lead-
ers are thrilled with the 
path forward established 
by the settlement.

“In spite of  challeng-
es we have faced in the 
past two years, events like 
Small Town Pride always 
make it worth the effort,” 
said Rob Orpilla, President 
of  the RJN. “We’re happy 
to start making concrete 
moves for our 2024 event 
now that we’ve resolved 
the lawsuit. This is anoth-
er victory for change in 
our area.”

A previous battle 
between the Select Board 
and the RJN took place 
in the spring of  2023. 
Originally, on March 28, 
the Select Board voted to 
approve the use of  the 
Town Common for the 
2023 Small Town Pride 
event, which included a 
scheduled drag perfor-
mance. Two weeks later, 
that decision was rescind-
ed by a 2-1 vote at the 
Board’s April 11 meeting. 
A secondary vote that eve-
ning allowed the event to 
occur without the drag 
performance. 

Following the Board’s 
reversal on April 11, the 
town was inundated with 
criticism and a threat 
of  legal action from the 
ACLU of  Massachusetts.

The 2023 Small Town 
Pride event ultimate-
ly went forward as orig-
inally planned, after an 
April 25 Select Board 
meeting in which select-
men unanimously voted 
to rescind their April 11 
decision to block the drag 
performance.

“Let’s be clear—the gov-
ernment has no right to 
censor LGBTQ+ people 
or their right to assemble 
and express themselves,” 
said Carol Rose, Executive 
Director of  the ACLU of  
Massachusetts, in a previ-
ous statement.

SETTLEMENT
continued from page     A1

“It’s incumbent upon 
any other organization 
to actually do CORI 
checks. We can certain-
ly change the policy,” 
Genereux told members. 
“I think it makes perfect 
sense, when you’re going 
through the rental pro-
cess, to change the policy 
where they would have 
to provide a list of  their 
employees, volunteers, 
and vendors. They give 

us a list of  names and 
the dates of  when they 
were CORI checked. That 
would go through Parks 
and Rec.”

At the state level, the 
processing and admin-
istration of  all CORI 
reports is governed 
by the Massachusetts 
Department of  Criminal 
Justice Information 
Services (DCJIS).

“A CORI report is a 
name and date of  birth-
based record of  your 

Massachusetts criminal 
court appearances,” read 
a statement released by 
the DCJIS. “The informa-
tion includes your crim-
inal court appearances, 
beginning at the age of  
eighteen.”

Last month, Genereux 
confirmed that the 
Parks and Recreation 
Committee is not current-
ly requiring CORI checks 
as part of  its booking pro-
cess.

To date, Parks and 
Recreation Committee 
members have not 
responded to the New 
Leader’s questions over 
CORI issues.

Leicester Hoops direc-
tor Jason LoVerme did 
not respond to requests 
for comment on the situ-
ation.

To learn more about 
state CORI regulations 
and training resourc-
es, visit www.mass.

gov/CJIS. The site also 
includes information 
about the state’s iCORI 
system.

“The iCORI system is 
operated by the DCJIS. 
It is a web-based appli-
cation which is used by 
individuals and organi-
zations to request and 
receive CORI. Users 
must first register with 
the system to establish 
an account,” the DCJIS 
statement read.

CORI
continued from page     A1

BY CHRISTOPHER MALLON
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, 

PROGRAM MANAGER
LPL REGISTERED PRINCIPAL, THE 

CAPSTONE PLANNING GROUP

Financial Focus

The story of Joe Robbie

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Call for a FREE Market Analysis
 and Consulation

805 Beacon Park 
SOLD

17 Granite StSOLD

INVENTORY DOWN!!

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 316 Dresser Hill Rd  $399,900

10 Kerin Dr $309,500 34 Ridge Road $369,900

DUDLEY - One Level Living

New Britain CT SOUTHBRIDGE- Oversized Cape

*Great Yard 
* 3 Bedrooms

*Newly Carpeted 
and Freshly 

Painted Interior
*New Septic 

System
*BUYERS- Ask 

About FHA 
Programs with 
DownPayment 

Assistance

* 4 Bedroom * Garage 
Call Diane

*Recently Carpeted
* Fireplace

* 3 Bedrooms * 1.5 Baths
*Lower Level Family 

Room
* View of Exceptional 

Sunsets and
 Great Location for 

Rte. 84 MA Pike 
and Rte. 20

BUYERS-
New FHA 

Programs Avaiable 
with DOWN 

Payment Assistance
CALL FOR 
DETAILS

OPEN HOUSE
SAT 10-12

NEW LSITING

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

Bryan Pelletier * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd. Your Lake 

Home
 Here! 

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement 
block garage is located on the property..  Land area 
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable 
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town 
Water & Sewer available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE.  

SORRY, SOLD!

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK 
AT THIS ONE! 
This property offers a whole 
lot more than meets the eye! 
2 Family that served the same 
family for over 65 Years. 2 
BRs & 1 Bath, 1st flr. 1 -2 
Brs & 1 Bath 2nd flr. Offers 
a shared front entry porch 
& a separate finished side 
entry porch for the 1st floor 
apt only. A rear open porch 
provides a private space & 
scenic views for the 2nd 
floor. It’s situated on an acre 
plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land 
on the corner of Eastern Ave. 
and Pine St. 480’ on Pine St. 
which has DEVELOPMENT 
POTENTIAL.

$399,000.

BEING BUILT!! SPRAWLING 2000 
SF ONE LEVEL RANCH HOME! Sit-
uated on a level 1/2 acre Lot! OPEN 
FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining 

room, upscaled kitchen with 7’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful Hard-
wood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed.  $615,000

Featured Listing
WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  

NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! This 
Half Duplex home features one 
level living at its best w/ 2 bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, & 1,274 

sq/ft of living space! Gleaming hardwood floors can be found 
throughout! Cabinet packed kitchen w/breakfast b ar and tile 
floor! Large master bedroom w/ tray ceiling, walk-in closet & full 
bath w/ low step in shower! Low monthly HOA fees!$ $369,900

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
SORRY, SOLD!

A Unique Opportunity to Own a 
Rural Farmhouse on 2.52 Acres! 
Home has 1,978 Sqft +/-, 4 BRs, 
2-1/2 Baths. Total 8 Rms. Farm is 
in full operation with Goats, Sheep, 
Pony, Donkey, Duck, Chickens, soo 
much More! $450,000

THOMPSON - 
47 FAYBYAN WOODSTOCK RD 

WEBSTER - 40 LINCOLN ST

3 Family !  9 Bedrooms ! 3 Car Garage !! 
House Has Good Bones!! “Ageless” Character 
throughout this house $399,900

 Condominium Don’t Miss this one!! Beautiful & 
Large! 2 bedroom - 2nd & 3rd floor! Corner Lot. 
Land area 19,000 Sq. Ft. +/- ONLY $249,900.

WEBSTER - 
38 RAY STREET UNIT#3  SORRY, SOLD!
NEW LISTING

WEBSTER - 26 

NORMANDY AVE.
First Time Of-
fered!1960 era One 
Level, Spacious 3 BR 

Ranch Home on a large, near level, 10,000 SF Lot! 14x28 Carport (or Large 
Covered Patio as needed :-). Municipal water & sewer.  Hardwood floors in 
the Living Room and all 3 BRs. New Electrical Service Panel. 
 $322,000

SORRY, SOLD !! 

Michelle 
Alicea-Splaine
Salesperson

Cell 774.318.0862
masplaine@gmail.com

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

100 feet of flat waterfront on dead end street.  6 room Cape with 3-4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.  
New siding, new energy efficient windows, completely new kitchen with granite counter-
tops, new stove, refrigerator and dishwasher.  New bathrooms with new plumbing.  Skip 
the Cape and enjoy four season of waterfront activities like swimming, boating, fishing, 
skating, etc.  Vacant and ready for spring occupancy. $525,000 

Call Conrad at Re/Max, Professional Associates 508-400-0438.

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

DUDLEY WATERFRONT

35 Lawrence Rd, Dudley, MA

REAL ESTATE
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caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street • Brookfield, MA  01506

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Listing Specialist 
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years

508-341-8299
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday” 

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street • Brookfield, MA  01506

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Homes are still selling quickly. If you’re in the market 
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my 

SPRING SPECIAL!

Listing Specialist 
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years 

508-341-8299 
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday” 

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

Homes are still selling quickly. If you’re in the market
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my

SPRING SPECIAL!

Listing Specialist
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years

508-341-8299
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday”

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

Self Pick-uP or 
call To Schedule  

Your deliverY TodaY! 

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Bond

• Construction Stone • Concrete Sand  
• Title V Sand • Chicken Coop Sand  
• Silt • Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel  

• Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete  
• Cold Patch 

• Screened Loam stored in building
• Landscaping Stone

WINTER IS HERE!
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

JOIN US FOR 
EASTER 
DINNER

Special Menu 
Seatings at 

Noon, 2, and 4

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$54999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$44999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$21999

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$22999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

Bill’s Daily Deals!See our store on 

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

Pre-season

BIKE
SALE!

GRILL
SALE!

GIANT
TOY
   DEPT!

EASTER
GOING

ON NOW!SALE!

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

New Spring specials.
Let us do the cooking!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE Delivery & Removal • FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

COME CELEBRATE WITH US! We are celebrating  
by offering you savings of 20%-60% Off storewide.

v Bedrooms
v Living Rooms
v Recliners

Anniversary Sale!

Biggest Sale of the Year!

Storewide SavingS!

As an added bonus, qualified buyers pay 0% Interest and  
NO DOWN PAYMENT for 1 FULL YEAR!

REGISTER TO WIN A $500 SHOPPING SPREE! (No purchase necessary)

v Occasional Pieces
v Entertainment Centers
v Sealy Mattresses

www.StonebridgePress.com

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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