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Family Dentistry

Dr. Batlle and Dr. Oleynik are a
husband and wife team!

Why patients choose us:

* Private practice with in-house membership plans for
those without dental insurance
* Digital impressions and same-day crowns
e Implants using state of the art technology for guided surgery
* Always accepting new patients

252 Main Street
Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-8114

Scan to book an
appointment!
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WEBSTER — The 2025
Wildcats capped off their his-
toric season by recognizing
several standout players for
their leadership, effort, and
impact both on and off the
field during their end of the
year banquet. Thank you to
the Cruz and Ludwig family
for providing the banquet and
your generous support.

Our Wildcat awards winners
are as follows: Hunter Claypool
earned Most Valuable Player
honors after a record-break-
ing year that included 28 total
touchdowns. Tyler Bernier,
Andreas Langlois, and Connor
Opatka each received the
Coaches Award for their ded-
ication, consistency, and team-
first mindset. Joshua Cruz Jr.
was named the Unsung Hero,
recognized for his quiet lead-
ership and hard work that often
went beyond the stat sheet.
The coveted 2025 Wildcat
Hammer Award also went to
Hunter Claypool, highlighting
his toughness, discipline, and
relentless drive throughout the

2025 Coaches Awards. Left to right: Connor
Opatka, Tyler Bernier, Andreas Langlois.

season.

The 2025 Webster Middle
School Wildcats football team
closed out their season with
an impressive 5-1 record,
marking the most successful
campaign in program histo-
ry. Averaging 34.5 points per
game while allowing just 21,
the Wildcats proved that aca-
demics, attendance, commit-
ment, teamwork, and consis-
tent effort ultimately pay off.

A season defined by growth,
the Wildcats came out strong,
opening with a pair of domi-
nant wins over Auburn (36—
0) and Knox Trail (48-16)
“Under The Lights” at the
Memorial Athletic Field in
Webster. A tough Week 4 loss
to Millbury (20-46) served as
a mid-season wake-up call—
one that ultimately fueled a
renewed focus and stronger
team identity.

From that point forward, the
team caught fire. Over their
final three games, the Wildcats
averaged 35 points per game,
capped by a 49-19 statement

/
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2025 Unsung Hero Award: Joshua Cruz.

win over Gardner to close the
season. The defense ended
on a high note, allowing only
65 total points over that same
stretch—an average of under
18 per game—against three
very good football teams.

Beyond the scoreboard,
this season was about build-
ing a foundation of discipline,
accountability, and unity. The
team’s mantra of “student-ath-
lete first, welcome the coach-
ing, compete hard, stay disci-
plined, and improve together”
became more than words; it
became the Wildcats’ identity.

Attendance at school, prac-
tice, and games went hand in
hand with performance. Every
week, the Wildcats topped 85
percent attendance, they won.
In fact, a 15 percent increase
in attendance correlated with
nearly 10 more points scored
per game, highlighting how
consistent presence and effort
directly impacted execution
and success on the field.

Led by Hunter Claypool,
the WMS All-Time Leading

Dudley exploring options for
future PFAS mitigation funding

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY While
Dudley’s recent special town
meeting in October finally saw
taxpayers approve borrowing
that will allow for a waterline
extension in the Eagle Drive
neighborhood, the town now
needs to once again work
around covering the cost of
continued mitigation.

The Oct. 20 meeting
approved borrowing $14.2
million to fund a waterline

extension into the Eagle Drive/
Fairview Avenue area as the
final solution for local PFAS
contamination, $10.25 million
of which is eligible for a O per-
cent interest State Revolving
Fund loan. However, the meet-
ing did not approve borrowing
another $222,615.32 for costs
associated with the ongoing
mitigation of PFAS in the
neighborhood and testing and
monitoring the capped landfill.
Until the waterline is officially
installed, Dudley still has an
obligation to fund mitigation

practices for impacted homes.
Earlier this year, the town
found itself facing potential
fines and legal ramifications
after struggling to earn sup-
port for a similar town meet-
ing article that was eventually
approved to fund mitigation
through 2025.

Going into 2026, Dudley
will now need to explore
other ways to meet its obli-
gations. Town Administrator
Jonathan Ruda said the vote

Turn To FUNDING page A14

Scorer, who recorded 28 touch-
downs (25 rushing, 1 passing,
and 2 defensive pick-sixes),
the explosive “ground and
pound” offense defined the
Wildcats’ identity. The team
recorded the highest-scoring
offense in program history,
surpassing 30 points in five of
six games.

Defensively, the Wildcats
took pride in their resilience
returning three interceptions
for touchdowns, recovering
eight fumbles, delivering a
Week 1 shutout, and racking
up 22 tackles for loss. They
stood tall in clutch moments,
including a nail-biting 36-32
win over Leicester and a strip-
six touchdown to seal the
program’s first ever victory

ildcats roar to 5-1 finish

@.
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2025 Most Valua
Hunter Claypool.

HONORING A SEASON OF GROWTH, GRIT, AND HISTORIC FIRSTS

against a well-coached and
respected Uxbridge squad.

The 2025 Wildcats deliv-
ered several unforgettable
performances throughout their
historic season. Their best
offensive game came in Week
7, with a commanding 49-19
victory over Gardner, where
the team showcased explosive
scoring and balance on both
sides of the ball.

Defensively, the Wildcats
opened the season in dominant
fashion with a 36-0 shutout
win against Auburn, setting the
tone for toughness and disci-
pline. The grittiest win came in
Week 5°s 36-32 thriller versus
Leicester, a game that test-
ed the team’s resilience and
heart. The Wildcats also posted

e Player &Humm Award

their highest offensive yard-
age of the year, an incredible
507 total yards, in the Gardner
matchup, powered by a relent-
less ground attack. To cap off
the season’s highlights, AJ
Pereira connected on a 65-yard
touchdown pass reception, the
longest pass play of the year,
again against Gardner, sealing
the Wildcats’ reputation as one
of the most dynamic teams in
program history.

The 2025 Wildcats etched
their names in Webster Middle
School history with a season
full of firsts and milestones.
This squad became the first
winning football program in
WMS history, setting a new
standard of excellence for
Turn To WILDCATS page Al4

Webster Public Schools wins
PLTW Student Work Cup!

WEBSTER — The PLTW
Student Work Cup is a trav-

Troop 163’s Shannon Finan
attains Eagle Scout rank

Courtesy

Shannon Finan with two of the beehives installed for her Eagle Scout project.

AUBURN Shannon
Finan of Auburn, a member of
Scouting America Troop 163 of
Sturbridge, has earned the rank
of Eagle. She passed her Eagle
Board of Review on Oct. 30.

For her Eagle project, Finan
installed three beehives for the
Auburn Community Garden at
Pakachoag Church, with the
goal of providing a home for
bees as well as supplying the

| garden with pollinators to help

increase the growth of fruits
and vegetables. She directed
the building and painting of
the boxes, as well as the clear-
ing of the site at the garden,
and helped while the bees were
placed by a beekeeper. Members
from Troop 163 and her former
Troop 753, as well as her broth-
ers from Troop 53, helped with

| the project.

As a member of Troop 163,
Turn To FINAN page A14

eling trophy awarded to the
school or district that leads
the community in sharing and
celebrating student work—and
Webster Public Schools earned
it!

Both the middle and high
schools participated in all
three student events last
year—Student Solve, Student
Industry Connects, and the
Applied Learning Showcase —
showing their commitment to
hands-on, real-world learning.
Student work is proudly dis-

Holiday miakes
for early
deadlines

Due to the Thanksgiving hol-
iday, the submission deadline
for any press releases and let-
ters to the Editor intended for
publication in our Nov. 28 will
be Thursday, Nov. 20 at 10 a.m.
Submissions can be e-mailed to
news@stonebridgepress.news.

The staff wishes our readers
a safe and happy Thanksgiving.

played throughout the district:
in trophy cases, on bulletin
boards, and even in windows.
A district-wide showcase at the
end of the year highlights stu-
dents from every school.
Educators actively encour-
age others to join in the fun,
spreading excitement for
PLTW throughout the com-
munity. Congratulations to
Webster Public Schools for
their dedication to showcasing
and celebrating student work!

¥



2 « STONEBRIDGE PRESS -

Friday, November 14, 2025

www .StonebridgePress.com

A family legacy

BAY PATH GRAD JOINS SISTERS AS LLPN IN LOCAL HEALTHCARE

CHARLTON — Jason Houatchanthara joined the region’s
healthcare workforce on June 2 as a practical nursing student in
his last term and continues to do so after reaching an important
professional milestone. Jason Houatchanthara, a resident of
Fiskdale, has officially earned his LPN license by passing the
NCLEX-PN exam on his first attempt. Jason graduated from Bay
Path Practical Nursing Academy in Charlton this past June 20.
He is currently employed at the Southbridge Rehabilitation and
Nursing Center in Southbridge.

184 SuTtToN RD. )
WEBSTER, MA
508.943.9722

200
PORTSMEN
CLuB

Houatchanthara’s path to becoming a nurse was marked by
determination, hard work, and a deep commitment to helping oth-
ers. Balancing rigorous academic requirements with demanding
clinical rotations and employment, he exemplified perseverance
and dedication throughout his training. Jason is a graduate of
Southbridge High School, where he was challenged with honors
courses and Advanced Placement (AP) courses in Algebra and
Statistics.

“The nursing journey was tough, filled with long nights,

Annual
Turkey / Meat
Raffle

Sunday, November
23rd, 2025 - 1 P.M.

Free Admission and
_ Complimentary Food

CLUES ACROSS

1. Popular broadcast network 36. Soviet Socialist Republic

4. Train line 37. Nightstand item

10. Go quickly 39. The content of cognition

11. Straightforward 40. Arab ruler

12. Canadian province 41. Northern U.S. state

14. Swiss river 42. Chewed in small bites

15. It can be straight or curved 48. Hawaiian island

16. Edit 50. More thin

18. Utter repeatedly 51. Of one

22. Gotten up 52. Rigid bracelet or anklet

23. Sea vessel 53. Barbary sheep

24. Agents of one’s demise 54. Not even

26. Not out 55. Atomic #106

27. Something to scratch 56. Haggle

28. A round water pot 58. Boxing’s GOAT

30. Slang for cylindrical green fruit 59. Division of a group into opposing
31. Promotions factions

34. Masses of matter 60. Vietnamese offensive
CLUES DOWN

1. Horse-drawn carriage 29. Mark Wahlberg's stuffed animal
2. Prejudices 31. Remember it

3. Peacefully 32. “Good Will Hunting” lead man
4. University athletic official 33. Pleasant facial expression

5. Soldiers 35. Sea vessel

6. Large mollusk 38. Lacking poetic beauty

7. Take out again 41. Tall, swift and slender dog

8. Sour or bitter in taste 43. Sports personality Michelle

9. Songwriter Tunstall 44. Robber

12. Husk of wheat 45. Liquefied natural gas

13. Flexible covering in some birds 46. Snakelike fish

17. Energy 47. Sediment at bottom of a liquid
19. Night monkey genus 49, Crimean seaport
20. Small nails 56. Bad grades
21. Colorless volatile liquid 57. Popular S. Korean rapper

25. In a way, changes integrity
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hard work, and sacrifice,” Houatchanthara shared. “But
through dedication and determination, we finally made
it. With the support of our families, classmates, and
instructors, every challenge became a stepping stone to
success.”

Hands-on training and clinical experience

Houatchanthara’s path was marked by perseverance,
balancing academic demands with extensive hands-on
training and prior employment. During the program,
Jason completed 1,097 hours of didactic and clinical
training, gaining hands-on experience across several
healthcare settings:

Quaboag Rehab and Skilled Care Center in West
Brookfield, where he demonstrated leadership in wound
care and medication administration.

Vibra, The Meadows in Rochdale, where he performed
advanced procedures such as trach care and G-tube
feedings.

Lutheran Rehab and Skilled Care Center in Worcester,
where he focused on patient care, charting, and commu-
nication with interdisciplinary teams.

His academic excellence earned him induction into
the National Technical Honor Society, and he was an
active member of the Mock Code Team. He built a strong
foundation in pharmacology, Medical-Surgical Nursing,
and geriatric care.

Career Transition and Early Nursing Experience

Before entering the nursing field full-time,
Houatchanthara worked as the Head Custodian at
Brimfield Elementary School until May 30. In that
role, he managed staff assignments, ensured safety and
maintenance standards, and coordinated supply inven-
tories — experiences that strengthened his leadership,
organization, and communication skills, all vital for
nursing practice.

Shortly before graduating, as a practical nursing
student in his last term, he began his healthcare career
as a Graduate Nurse at Southbridge Rehabilitation and
Nursing Center, gaining early professional experience in
patient care and clinical teamwork.

Family Legacy in Nursing and A Family Tradition of
Compassion

Houatchanthara’s dedication to nursing runs in the
family. His successful transition into nursing continues
a notable family legacy, joining his two older sisters in
the nursing field.

His sister, Kamphan Houatchanthara, LPN, grad-
vated from Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy in
2021. As a Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy grad-
uate, Kamphan’s accolades include Recipient, Clinical

-

~

ECT"'.
v_\!‘f e LN
2
= rescue
5\/’0_7 the )Aj = Fun, fe{cl\, ,uﬂaj.’

PAW of the WEEK
BRONGC

**GURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION**
Good with Kids & Dogs!

Meet Bronc!

4 yr/50 Ib/Male/Hound/Terrier Mix
Meet Bronc! He’s a 4 year old, 50
pound, Hound/Terrier mix. Bronc can be a bit shy at first, but
once he warms up, he’s the sweetest and mushiest boy you'll

ever meet. This handsome pup would do best in a quiet home,

with or without other dogs. Bronc is going to make an amazing
companion! Could he be the Pawfect pup for you?
*This dog is currently in foster care. If you're interested in
meeting Bronc, please email info.pawfectlife@gmail.com **

MILFORD
8 /N FEDERAL

Est.1887 DOur Community. Your ‘Bank.

Milford Federal Bank is proud to
sponsor the Pawfect Life Rescue
PAW of the WEEK! 4%

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip to MFB
for a treat from our drive-up tellers, or stop in any
branch and bring home a treat from our
complimentary doggy biscuit bar.

1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA
Member 508.234.8256 ¢ 800.357.2265
FDIC MilfordFederal.com

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

TO PLACE AN AD:
MIKAELA VICTOR
(774) 200-7308
mikacla@stonebridgepress.news
LEGALNOTICES:
(508) 909-4127
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES: PUBLISHED BY
STONEBRIDGE PRESS

KERRI PETERSON

c PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER
(508) 909-4103 FRANK G. CHILINSKI
kerri@stonebridgepress.news FRANK(@SALMONPRESS. NEWS
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY: BUSINESS MANAGER

RyAN CORNFAU

E-MAIL 860-928-1818 rx. 102

. . an@salmonpress.news
obits@stonebridgepress.news nan@ P

CALL: 508-909-4149 o

508-764-6102

OR send to Webster Times Pt S
jim@stonebridgepress.news
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550 EbrToR
BRENDAN BERUBE

TO SUBMIT A LETTER G
TO THE EDITOR: news@stonebridgepress.news
E-MAIL: news@stonebridgepress.news PRODUCTION MANAGER
OR send to Webster Ti JULIE CLARKE

send to Webster Times 5089094105

julic@yvillagernewspapers.com

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
THE AUBURN NEWS (USPS#546-680) IS PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY STONEBRIDGE
PrESs, INC., 25 ELM ST., SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550. PERIODICAL POST-
AGE PAID AT SOUTHBRIDGE, MA AND ADDITIONAL MAILING OFFICE(S).

POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO AUBURN NEwS, P.O. Box 90,
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550

Excellence Award and Random Act of Kindness Award; Member,
Mock Code Team, UNICEF Club, and Admissions Panel
Interview; Certifications on Mental Health First Aid, Dementia
Care, Infusion Therapy / Central Line Care Program, and
attendance at the COVID-19 Contact Tracing Johns Hopkins
University. She currently serves in a leadership position at the
Lutheran Rehab and Skilled Care Center in Worcester. Khamphan
became a nurse following their sister, Maxine. Their other sister,
Maxine Khounthy, LPN, also works at Southbridge Rehabilitation
and Nursing Center previously as Nursing Supervisor, now as the
Assistant Director of Nursing, and shares a long-standing connec-
tion with Bay Path faculty.

Maxine recently sent a message to Gretheline Bolandrina,
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy’s former Academy Director, expressing her gratitude:

“Thank you so much for all you did for my sister Kamphan,
and brother Jason,” Maxine wrote.

Maxine and Dr. Bolandrina first met in 2013, when Dr.
Bolandrina served as the Clinical Facilitator at Southbridge
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, and Maxine was the evening
nursing supervisor.

Serving the community

Now a fully credentialed LPN, Jason holds certifications in
BLS/CPR for Healthcare Providers, Mental Health First Aid,

Dementia Care, and Stop the Bleed.

Equipped with skills in EMR/EHR systems,
infection control, and vital signs monitoring, he
is eager to contribute to the healthcare communi-
ty with compassion and professionalism.

“Nursing has taught me that compassion and
teamwork can make a lasting difference,” Jason
said. “I want to continue to give back to the com-
munity that supported me.”

Bartlett High

School wins
$75,000 Skills

Capital Grant!

WEBSTER — Exciting news! Bartlett High
School has been awarded a $75,000 Skills Capital
Grant to support our Innovation Career Pathways
(ICP) and Chapter 74 Marketing programs. This
grant is part of the $13.5 million awarded by the
Healey-Driscoll Administration to expand hands-
on learning and access to cutting-edge technolo-
gy in schools across Massachusetts. The funding
will help Bartlett continue preparing students for
success in high-demand industries like advanced
manufacturing, health care, and marketing.

ALMANAC
OPEN TO CLOSE

DUDLEY

DupLEY Town HALL (508) 949-8000

Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices),
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00
AM-12:00 PM.

DupLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT (943-4411)

Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week

DupLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday ............cooeccceeeeeeeveneenes 6am.to6pm.

Oxrorp TowN HALL (508) 987-6027
Board of Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues., Thurs .................... 9 am. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday ........occ.eeeeeeeesssneenreneereen: 9 am. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday 9 am.to 12:30 pm.

OxroRD PoLICE DEPARTMENT (987-0156)

For emergencies, call 911
OxXFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday..........cccooeccccon...d @M. 10 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

WEBSTER TowN HALL (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:

Monday 8am.to7p.m.

Tuesday-Thursday ...........cccccceeeeeene 8am.to4 p.m.

Friday 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
WEBSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT

(943-1212)
For emergencies, call 911
WEBSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-3875)
Monday-Friday ..........cooooecccceceecee. § 2. t0 4 p01.
SAtUIdAY...vvveeesevverrerrccrssnirnrnneennnn 8 210 10 12 pam.
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New lodge takes home
famous chainmail armor apron

Courtesy

Brother Paul Davidson of MGST Lodge Southbridge, having a tug of war with Brother Richard
Heale far right member of the Rose of Sharon Lodge, Charlton, who did not want to let the apron
go. Center laughing Brother Gordon Forsberg and Brother Bill Belanger smiling.

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — On Oct. 23,
members of the new Masonic Lodge,
the Major General Salem Towne
Lodge (MGST) of Southbridge attend-
ed the monthly 24th Masonic District
Lodge of Instruction (L.O.I.) class at
the Webster apartments (the Webster
Lodge building). These classes are
where new candidates receive infor-
mation about Freemasonry and a quest
speaker who talks about fraternity as
well as other topics.

This month’s guest speaker was
Brother Joshua Kirkwood of Charlton,
who is a cybersecurity professional
working for MIT. He talked about
the history of Artificial Intelligence
(A.L). Brother Kirkwood talked about
the history of A.l. going back to Alan
Turing during WWII, the man that
broke the German Enigma Code. For
those of you who do not know what
the enigma code was, it’s a cipher
device used by Nazi Germany military
command to encode strategic messages
before and during WWII. Alan turning
was an English Mathematician and he
developed the concepts of theoretical
computing machine and carried out
important code breaking work during
WWII. He also investigated Artificial
Intelligence (A.L)

The members of the newest lodge,

Dudley Town Hall launches Holiday Food Drive
for Webster-Dudley Food Share

DUDLEY — ‘Tis the season for good will
toward all. That rings true this year when offer-

ing the joy of a holiday

meal, and the security of food on the pantry
shelves, seems more meaningful than ever.

Please join the Town of Dudley’s effort to
help those who receive support from the Dudley-

the Major General Salem Towne
Masonic Lodge Brethren, were
on a mission. These brethren want-
ed the Traveling Chainmail Armor
Attendance Apron that travels within
the 24th District monthly L.OI. class-
es. The Traveling Chainmail Armor
Attendance Apron is a tradition that
began in 2010. The lodge with the most
brethren in attendance gets to bring this
beautiful Chainmail Armor Attendance
Apron back to their lodge home and
the bragging rights until the next L.O.I
monthly class.

Let me give you a little history
about this Traveling Chainmail Armor
Apron. This beautiful heavy chain link
apron was made by brother Michael
Sgariglia of the Quinebaug Masonic
Lodge with the permission of Brother
Robert Schremser, who was our District
Deputy Grand Master (DDGM) in
2010. Brother Mike Sgariglia made
chainmail armor as a hobby before he
became a Master Mason. Because of
this he was inspired to make the apron.
He got the idea when he was at another
Lodge of Instruction class and saw that
lodges gave out a prize for the most
attended and thought of something
personal for the 24th District. Brother
Sgariglia made it with a pair of pliers
in each hand. It took about 30 hours
and 3500 rings to make the Chainmail
Armor Apron. It consists of silver and
blue stainless-steel rings. The apron
weighs approximately five pounmds

through Dec. 5.

Collection bins are located at the Pearle L.
Crawford Memorial Library, the Dudley Police
Department lobby, the Dudley Fire Department
lobby and the first and second-floor entrances at

Dudley Town Hall.

Webster Food Share by donating nonperishables

and can be worn. The brethren from the
Major General Salem Towne Lodge
(MGST) are proud to exhibit this apron
until the next L.O.I. class. This is why
the members of the (MGST) Lodge
try to attend the L.O.I. classes in large
numbers. The highest attendance from
each lodge keeps this Chainmail Armor
Apron. At this meeting of the L.O.I. the
(MGST) Lodge had the most brethren
in attendance.

LOWEST PRIGES » FULL SERVIGE

Serving Worcester County for
almost 60 years!

Shrewsbury’s Own...

www.alsoil.com
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We accept
most major
credit cards

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE « 508-753-7221
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Festival of Crafts

rSaturday, November 22nd, 2025
9:00am-4:00pm ¢ Rain or Shine

Shepherd Hill Regional High School
68 Dudley Oxford Road, Dudley, MA

N/

Over 200 top-quality
New England Crafters!

A *RAFFLES

<  +«FOOD TRUCKS
(INDOOR SEATING AREA)

FREE Shuttle from Dudley Middle
School and FREE Parking.

Admission
is $6.00

*1,00 OFF
with this Ad!

VIV | VT ANMNNANN

>>E
Sponsored by the »
Shepherd Hill Music Parents’ Association

www.StonebridgePress.com

They  were

able to take
this Chainmail
Armor Apron
home where
it was made
and originat-
ed from until

Affordable™
Windows &
Doors COMPANY, INC.

MARVIN

We Deliver

the next L.O.I
class. If you
would like
more informa-
tion about this
great fraternity
of freemason-
ry visit our
website www.
massfreema-
sonry.org and
read about this
great organi-
zation and to
find a lodge
nearest you.

Leicester, MA

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 « Leicester, MA
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WASTE SERVICE | =
Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Houses

Fully Insured

SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Attics - Cellars
Construction Sites
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HOURS: MON. - FRI. 8-4:30 * SAT. 9-1
1152 Main Street * Route 9

All The Bargain Bay Products

See the Tab Bargain Bay

Throughout 3
New England | j

BBB
EES

* 508-892-9292

Elevate Sider
Price Includes:

Ultrex Threshold

| Clad Maintenance
Free Exterior

Handle Set

*Promotion Price
Valid when you bring this ad.
nds November 22, 2025

AN EXTRA

0% off \

While Supplies Last
When you bring this ad

at our website for a
large selection!!

BAY

\_

As Low As

(BARGAIN

BIG SAVINGS

Visit our
Online
Bargain Bay
affordable
windows.com

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

As Low As

As Low As
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PROGRAMS & EVENTS AT THE PEARLE .. CRAWFORD LIBRARY

40 Schofield Ave., Dudley

508-949-8021

To register for events or sign
up for the newsletter go to
www.crawfordlibrary.org or
call 508-949-8021.

The library will be closed
on Thursday, November 27th
& Friday November, 28th in
observance of Thanksgiving.

Please join us in the month
of November to celebrate our
artist of the month, Caryn
Pierce. Caryn is a self-taught
artist. A variety of paintings are
on display for your enjoyment
in the Fels Room whenever the

Library is open.
Gentle Yoga
Mondays in November
10:00-11:00
Join yoga instructor

Patricia, for a traditional “on
the mat” yoga class with chair
yoga modifications. This truly
is a one size fits all class.

Bring your own mat. Wear
layers, do not eat heavily 1.5-2
hours before class. Registration
is Required.

Mahjong at the Pearle

Every Wednesday in
November

10:00-12:30 Fels

Community Room

The game consists of play-
ers competing to form distinct
sets or pairs of tiles, similar to
gin rummy.

2 Lake St., Webster

508-949-3880

Library Hours: Monday-
Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday
9 am.1 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m.-
2 p.m.

The Library will be closed
for Thanksgiving on Thursday,
Nov. 27 and Friday, Nov. 28

JOIN OUR MAILING
LIST!

Want to receive
updates about our upcoming
events? Sign up for email
alerts by visiting our website or
contacting our Adult Services
Librarian Jessica Fontaine at
jfontaine@cwmars.org

Adult Programming
Literacy Volunteers: ESL
Classes — Tuesdays at 6:00pm
The Literacy Cafe is
a free weekly English conver-
sation class offered by Literacy
Volunteers of South Central
Massachusetts (LVSCM). This
class is free to attend and is
open to all adults. No pre-reg-
istration is required. For more
information, email us at info@
Ivsem.org.

Library for All — First Two
Mondays; Last Two Fridays
10AM (Chair Yoga or Craft)

This program
includes one chair yoga class
and one craft project that will
be held on first two Mondays
and the last two Fridays of the
month. Fither join Jess and
Ompractice for a 45 minute
relaxing Chair Yoga class or
join us for our craft program.
Check the online calendar to
see which event is scheduled.
No experience necessary.

Everyone welcome, regis-
tration not required.

Quilting Group

Every Wednesday in
November

1:30- 3:30

All quilters and would-be
quilters are invited to join our
new group. Bring your proj-
ects!

Knit & Crochet Group-
NO SESSION Thursday,
November 27th or Friday,
November 28th

Every Thursday 5:30-7:45
and Friday 10:00-12:00

All stitchers are welcome
for this informal group.

Bring your project, enjoy
the company

Special Guest Readers-
Dudley Middle School
Students-The DMA Anita

Monday, November 10th

6:00-7:00

Meet the Dudley students
and teachers who built and
launched a mini boat that they
named the DMA Anita! There
will be a story and Q & A ses-
sions that will excite residents
of all ages!

You can read all about it in
our event calendar.

Follow Anita’s progress
during its 13-week voyage at
https://educationalpassages.

org/boats/dmsanita/

The 60th Anniversary of
The Sound of Music presented
by Frank Mandosa

Thursday, November 13th

6:00-7:30

Let’s celebrate “The 60th
Anniversary of The Sound of
Music” ... Your heart will beat
like the wings of the birds that
fly from the lake to the trees
when you celebrate 60 years
with this beloved classic that
received the Academy Award
for Best Picture of 1965!
Entertaining behind-the-scenes
fun facts, background on the
cast, and information about
the real-life Von Trapp family
all combine to make this one
experience that will have you
twirling on the mountaintops!

Frank Mandosa is a Film
Lecturer and Podcast Host
of “Reels of Cinema” (host)
and “Movies Across the Pod”
(co-host).

“Cook the Book”
Club

Monday, November 24th

6:00-7:00

Book:
Sandwiches

By Matty Matheson

Pick one recipe from the
book selected for the month,
the dishes don’t have to be
complicated or fancy. Any rec-

Book

Soup Salad

ipe from the book is fair game,
except alcoholic beverag-
es-sorry! Prepare the recipe at
home and share it at the library.
We cannot reheat or keep food
warm, so consider this when
choosing your recipe.

You are responsible for
bringing serving utensils. We
will provide paper goods and
utensils for eating.

There will be a place to
include your recipe selec-
tion in the reservation form.
Registration Required.

Crawford Library Book
Group

Thursday, November 20th

Vera Wong’s Unsolicited
Advice for Murders

By Jesse Q. Suntanto

6:00-7:30

Books are available at the
circulation desk for checkout
one month prior to discussion.

No Registration Required.

Baby Open Play

Fridays in November. No
session November 28th

10:00- 12:00

Open play for babies!
Parents and caregivers can let
babies play while getting to
know others in the community.
Come anytime between 10-12
or stay the whole time! No
Registration Required

Pre-K Power

Tuesdays in November-NO
SESSION November 25th

10:00-10:45

For ages 3-5 and their care-
giver (siblings always wel-
come!). Join us for stories,
songs, fingerplays, scarves,
shaker eggs, moving our bod-
ies to music, activities, bub-
bles, a craft, and free play!

No Registration needed.

Toddler Storytime

Wednesdays in November-
NO SESSION November 26th

10:00-10:45

Best for children 6 months -
36 months and their caregiver
(siblings always welcome!).
We’ll have fun with songs, fin-
gerplays, a story, moving our
bodies to music, shaker eggs,
scarves, and bubbles! There
will be time for free play and
socialization, too.

No Registration needed.

Pokemon Club

Thursday, November 20th

6:00-6:45

Do you love every-
thing Pokemon? Join us for
Pokemon club! Each month
we will have exciting crafts
and activities! Best for ages
6 and up. No Registration
Required. This is not a drop
off program.

GLADYS E. KELLY PUBLIC LIBRARY

This program is for teens and
adults of all abilities and their
caregivers. Please call ahead
if special accommodations or
requirements are needed.

Yoga — Saturdays at 9:30am
NO Class on Saturday,
November 15th

Join Julie or Lauren at the
Gladys E. Kelly Library for
a vinyasa yoga class for all
levels. A typical class involves
centering the mind with the
breath, aromatherapy, move-
ment of the body to release
energetic blockages, and, final-
ly, rest and relaxation. Classes
are free. Funded by the Friends
of the Gladys E. Kelly Public
Library.

Armchair  Travel for
Seniors: Virtual Golden Gate
Bridge Walking Tour — Friday,
November 14th at 2:00pm

Seniors: Join us for
a virtual walking tour of San
Francisco! We’re working with
a tour guide in San Francisco
who will join us via zoom
for this interactive program, so
you can ask questions and get
answers in real-time. This is a
VIRTUAL tour via Zoom that
will be hosted in the Library
Community Room (after
hours) and at Christopher
Heights in Webster.

Adult Book Group -
Monday, November 17th at
6:30pm

Join our Adult
Book Group to discuss Tell
Me Everything by Elizabeth
Strout.

Cozy Wednesdays:

Sticker Scenes — Wednesday,
November 19th at 6:00pm
Looking to unwind?
Join us in creating your own
cozy sticker scenes. We’ll pro-
vide everything you need for
a peaceful, creative evening.
Registration is required.

Book Release Talk Featuring
Michael E. Neagle — Thursday,
November 20th at 6:30pm

Join us in welcoming
Dr. Michael E. Neagle to cele-
brate the release of his book,
Chasing Bandits: America’s
Long War on Terror. He will
speak about the book and do a
Qand A.

Programming for All Ages
Tiny Art Show Canvas
Pickup ALL DAY November
3rd-21st
Calling all art lovers!
The Gladys E. Kelly Public
Library is hosting a Tiny Art
Show, showcasing miniature
pieces of art from our com-
munity. All creators are invit-
ed to participate -- no matter
their age or skill level! Pick up
your 3 in. x 3 in. canvas from
the main Circulation Desk or
the Children’s Desk. All medi-
ums are strongly encouraged!
For example, if you want to
submit a 3 in. x 3 in. photo-
graph or a 3 in. sculpture that
is welcome. Art Submission
Deadline: Monday, November
24th! Please be sure to com-
plete the submission form with
your artwork.

Tiny Art Show: Mini
Bookcases —  Thursday,
November 20th (2 sessions)
5pm and 6pm

Join Paige and Jess

in creating a miniature book-
shelf. You tell us some of your
favorite books in advance,
and we’ll have them ready for
you to create your own mini
library. This project will be
small enough to enter into our
Tiny Art Show!

Computer Basics: Google
Suite — Tuesday, November
25th at 2:00pm

Join Evan and Jess
for a one hour class on how
to navigate the Google Suite
of programs. This won’t be a
deep dive into any particular
program, but you will leave
with an overview of Gmail,
Google Drive, Google Docs,
and Google Sheets.

Genre Book Group: Thriller
— Tuesday, November 25th at
6:00pm
This month we’re
reading Blood Sisters by
Vanessa Lillie. This book is
a powerful mystery about a
Native American archaeolo-
gist for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. Extra copies are avail-
able at the circulation desk.

Children’s and Young Adult
Programming

Get Ready for Kindergarten
— Mondays in November,
10:00-10:30am

Through various fun

activities, kids ages 4-6 can get
a head start on kindergarten
skills, becoming familiar with
letters, and learning to follow
directions.

Creators Club — Mondays
from 4:00-5:30 PM
We will have a vari-

ety of craft materials avail-
able to put your creativity to
the test! Come explore our

newly rebranded Monday
night program: Creators
Club! November’s theme is

Leaf Rubbing - use the fall-
en leaves of Autumn for Art!
Place a leaf under a piece of
paper and rub the paper with a
crayon to make the leaf appear
on the paper. Artwork left
behind will be displayed in the
children’s program room for
the rest of the month.

Mini Block Party — Tuesdays
at 3:30pm
Play with magnets,
marble mazes, and LEGO.

Busy Baby Storytime -
Fridays at 10:00am
Join us for Busy
Baby Storytime! Babies and
caregivers will enjoy songs,
movement, and simple stories
that build early literacy skills
in a fun and playful way.

Stuffed Animal Sleepover —
Thursday, November 13th at
6:00pm

It’s that time of year
again! Bring your favorite
stuffed animal and join us a for
an craft event in the Children’s
Program Room. Enjoy some
tasty snacks while decorating
your very own 3 in. x 3 in. can-
vas to be featured in our Tiny
Art Show. Then, say good-
night to your stuffed friend
as they spend the night at the
library! Pick up will be the
following morning, and you
can see your friends’ adven-
tures on our Facebook page.

New! Yoga for Children

Friday, November 21st

10:00-10:45

Join certified Yoga instruc-
tor, Patricia (also known as
Buffy), for a 45-minute yoga
class for children ages 3-5 and
their caregivers!  Caregivers
are encouraged to participate in
the class, but it is not required.
If you will be participating,
please bring your own mat.
(Yoga mats will be provided
for the children.) Registration
is required as space is limited.

Local 4 Life-Farm to Fork
Workshop

Saturday, November 22nd

10:30-11:30

“LESSONS AT THE
LIBRARY” Learn at 4 dif-
ferent interactive stations how
food makes it from the farm,
to the grocery store, to our
table! Hands-on education-
al programs for families with
children ages 4-11 years old.
Registration required.

Dungeons & Dragons Game

Thursdays in November-
NO SESSION November 27th

6:00-7:30

Ages 14-19

Are you looking to play
a game that contains action,
adventure, and drama?

Come play the world’s num-
ber one role playing game.

The BaNannies — Saturday,
November 15th at 10:30am
Join this fun moth-
er-daughter duo as they bring
playful, interactive music to
the Webster community!

Snack Club: Oreo Taste Test
— Tuesday, November 18th at
5:30pm

Welcome to Snack
Club! Each month, kids ages
7-12 will get to make their
own tasty treats or try out fun
new flavors with friends. This
month’s snack: Oreos! Due to
limited supplies, this program
requires registration.

Mini Chefs Club: Baked
Potatoes -  Wednesday,
November 19th at 5:30pm

Welcome to Mini
Chefs Club! This new food
focused series offers kids 7-12
the opportunity to learn how to
create easy, tasty meals right at
home using simple ingredients
and step-by-step guidance.
Each class will require kids to
use different kitchen tools. Due
to limited supplies, registration
is required.

Me and My Mini —Thursday,
November 20th at 10:00am

Me and My Mini:
A 45 minute creative move-
ment group for ages 0 through
2.5 with a grown-up. Group
is focused on adult and baby
spending quality time togeth-
er, fostering attachment, and
baby interacting with others
their age. Get groovy to upbeat
music with fun props, instru-
ments, and a story. Adult par-
ticipation is required and 1-2
children per adult is recom-
mended.

Community
Connectzon

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL - PROPANE

$3.40 500 PLUS...
$3.05 Duel Fuel...

“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

SR

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MERREL Tanks Filled
ees $5.70 300-500..00evreree $2.55

$2.40
..... $3.75
150-300...0000n $2.75 Drop off Tanks.....$3.00

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Monday price 11/10/25 was $3-09 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

o

to 80%

Driver
Discretion

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides

of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

chl Us on Socual Medla ﬂ

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

Vorin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ HZ%E

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts
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Park Avenue

Courtesy

Lisa Cotter (Speech and Language Pathologist),
Laura Hackett (Instructional Assistant) and Amy
Jordan (Kindergarten teacher) smile in front of the
Polar Bear Backdrop at PAE.

WEBSTER — Each year, Park Avenue is filled with remark-
able student learning — made possible by the dedication, creativi-
ty, support, and most importantly, the hope carried by the extraor-
dinary staff here in our town. This week, we are proud to highlight
three more exceptional members of our PAE team: Lisa Cotter
(Speech and Language Pathologist), Laura Hackett (3rd Grade
Instructional Assistant), and Amy Jordan (Kindergarten Teacher).

Lisa Cotter, our Speech and Language Pathologist, continues
to demonstrate remarkable flexibility and dedication in her work
with students. Lisa has been diligently developing visual boards
for speech, a powerful form of augmentative and alternative com-
munication (AAC) that uses pictures, symbols, and words to help
students express themselves. She works tirelessly to ensure every
student feels supported in their communication journey. Cotter is
adored by her students, who trust her, look forward to working
with her, and feel confident knowing she is there to help them
succeed.

As one student expressed, “I love working with Ms. Cotter! She
makes speech fun and always helps me when I get stuck.”

Laura Hackett, Instructional Assistant in Grade 3, is the person
students turn to for just about everything. Whether they need
academic support, guidance, or a comforting presence, Hackett
is always there. Her calm and patient demeanor, combined with
her dedication, makes her someone students feel they can rely on
no matter what. Her ability to anticipate and respond to students’
needs, while maintaining strong relationships, makes her an indis-
pensable member of the third-grade team and a trusted figure for
the children she supports.

One colleague remarked, “Laura is always there when I need
her. She steps in without hesitation and supports both students and
staff so well.”

Amy Jordan, Kindergarten Teacher, brings joy, creativity,
and community into her classroom every day. Her lessons are
engaging and hands-on, fostering curiosity and imagination in our
youngest learners. Jordan builds a warm and inclusive classroom
environment where students feel safe, valued, and excited to learn.
She is also known for her humorous personality, which faculty
appreciate as it makes for a fun and enjoyable day.

One colleague noted, “Amy’s energy and humor bring so much
joy to my day. She makes the classroom a happy place for every-
one.” Amy’s passion for teaching and love for her students are
evident in everything she does.

DUDLEY POLICE LOG

DUDLEY — The Dudley Police Department reported the fol-
lowing arrests during the month of October.

A juvenile, age 17, was arrested on Oct. 2 for Unarmed Robbery
and multiple counts of Assault.

Nicole L. Berthiaume, age 40, of Westborough was arrested on
Oct. 10 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of license,
driving at a rate of speed exceeding the posted limit, attempt by
an arrestee to furnish law enforcement with a false ID, and in
connection with a warrant.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publica-
tion was arrested on Oct. 19 for Assault & Battery on a Family or
Household Member and Strangulation or Suffocation.

An individual whose

Milani Hammiel, & John Doyle.

Dudley Middle School congratulates its Students of The Month: 5th Grade - Christopher Mello,
Gunnar Anderson, Mason Karle, & Abigail Lamusta; 6th Grade - Colin Barnes, Abigail Craver, & Jak
Bousquet; 7th Grade - Layla Perez, Lily Blessington, & Ivy St. Laurent; 8th Grade - Olivia Laskowski,

Courtesy

Quiet Corner Garden Club
receives prestigious awards

WOODSTOCK, Conn. — The Quiet Corner Garden
Club (QCGC) received 16 awards at the 96th Annual
Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut Awards Meeting
in Southington on Oct. 22. QCGC’s 122 members live in
26 towns in northeastern Connecticut and south central

| Massachusetts. The awards are based on garden club

activities from June 2024 to May 2025.

The Lucille Schavoir Award is presented annually to a
club for outstanding garden club work and is considered
the highest award presented to a club. “Each year... [the
Federated Garden Clubs of CT] look for a club that is just
doing everything, supporting their community, improving
their community, volunteering in the community, and
making

a difference in their community. The Quiet Corner
Garden Club was recognized this year for its outstanding
work in the community. Its club members are active in
every aspect of garden club activities.”

The QCGC received its first ever award from the
National Garden Clubs, Inc. A Certificate of Appreciation
was awarded for the Club’s monthly newsletter. The Lea
Bauerfeld Beautification Award is presented to a club for
an outstanding civic project that benefits the community
both aesthetically and environmentally. This award

was presented for the Club’s work at Quasset Cemetery
in Woodstock.

The Pauline B. Tyler Award for excellence in promot-
ing conservation was presented to Noreene Stehlik of
Woodstock Valley for her efforts to eradicate and educate
about invasive plants.

An Award of Excellence in Healing, Therapy and
Senior Gardening was given for the Club’s commitment
to expand and share its passion for all things gardening.
QCGC members conducted workshops at six local Senior
Centers in Connecticut and Dudley, Mass.

QCGC received the Luckner Youth Award for its
efforts working with the Putnam Rotary Interact high
school students who worked in the TEEG Community
Garden. The club also received a Citation for Digital
Media and a Certificate of Merit for the monthly news-
letter. In addition, The QCGC received a Citation for its
Floral Design Course under the leadership of Bonnie
Berthiaume of Woodstock and Marcia Kettle of North
Grosvenordale, and also a Citation for garden work at
Eastford Municipal buildings and grounds.

Individuals also recognized for their work were Linda
Kaplan of Woodstock, Kathy Mulford of Brooklyn,
Deni Van Der Voort of Woodstock, Marian Hallowell of
Woodstock, Laura Salo of Woodstock, Ashley Goyette
of Putnam, Mary Ann Johnson of Woodstock, and Ginny
Sears of Woodstock.

The Quiet Corner Garden club meets monthly from
September to June at the South Woodstock Baptist
Church. For more information see our Facebook page or
our Web site, www.quietcornergardenclub.com.

WEBSTER POLICE
LOG

WEBSTER — The Webster Police Department report-
ed the following arrests during the week of Nov. 2-8.

Nathalie Ann Corchado Rodriguez, age 37, of Webster
was arrested on Nov. 2 in connection with a warrant.

Jovannie Reyes, age 36, of Worcester was arrested on
Nov. 5 in connection with a warrant.

Jennifer A. Konicki, age 52, of Webster was arrested
on Nov. 7 in connection with a warrant. Angel Louis
Torres, age 30, of Webster was arrested during the same
incident for multiple counts of drug possession and in
connection with multiple warrants.

A 47-year-old male from Webster was arrested on
Nov. 8 for Assault & Battery on a Family or Household
Member.

identity has been with-
held from publica-
tion was arrested on
Oct. 23 for Assault &
Battery on a Family
or Household Member
(Domestic).

Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & TAVERN
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Come on in
for a
delicious
meal!

A juvenile, age
17, was arrested on
Oct. 24 for Assault &
Battery on a Family
or Household Member
(Domestic).

An individual whose
identity has been with-
held from publica-
tion was arrested on
Oct. 31 for Assault &
Battery on a Family
or Household Member
(Domestic).

FIREPLACE FEASTS

November through April
1700’s style feast, prepared on the open hearth
of a great fieldstone fireplace.
* Delicious Fireplace Roasted Prime Rib...
you can even enjoy seconds!
* Deep Dish Apple Pie with fresh Whipped Cream
¢ Mulling and chowder demonstrations
__* Horsedrawn wagon or sleigh ride, weather permitting

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com K1 (508)867-2345
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8

Gift Certificates

STERONE W€ UNCASGAS
harerkt e REEL IN SAVINGS WITH
AFALLFILL-UP!
PROPANE

$1.79

Hurry! This limited time offer ends
November 28, 2025

" 860-779-3755

=

OFFER
CODE
OR VISIT NEPROPANE.COM/SAVERS M81

Minimum 125 Gallons | Terms and Conditions May Apply

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Games « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins » Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

\\ v
FEESN
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

W

Unsure whether you can
retire?
Let's review your strategy.

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

4 AECSPAD
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EDITORIAL

When town
meetings
still matter

In towns like ours, democracy doesn’t live
in marble halls or political soundbites. It lives
under the hum of fluorescent lights in the caf-
eteria of Bartlett High, in the folding chairs of
Oxford Middle School, and in the echo of voices
that rise and fall in Dudley’s Town Hall. It lives
wherever neighbors gather, warrant booklets in
hand, to decide—sometimes line by line—how
their shared community should spend, save,
build, and plan.

It’s not glamorous. There’s no applause, no
cameras, no slogans. Sometimes, the coffee is
the most exciting part of the evening. But that’s
precisely the beauty of it. The town meeting, and
the citizen boards that spin out of it, represent the
oldest and most direct form of self-government
in the country. They remind us that a community
isn’t governed by “them.” It’s governed by us.

And yet, more and more often, the seats are
half-empty. Attendance at public meetings has
been shrinking across Central Massachusetts.
It’s not because people don’t care—it’s because
life is busy. Parents juggle work and after-school
schedules. Commuters fight late traffic home
from Worcester or Providence. Others feel they
don’t know enough about local issues, or worry
they’ll stand out in a crowd of “regulars.” Some
figure their single vote won’t make a difference.

But here’s the quiet truth: in small towns, it
always does. When only a few dozen residents
show up, one voice can change a line item, a
bylaw, or a project that shapes the town for
decades. A single question can clarify a costly
oversight; a single suggestion can improve how
public funds are used. No other level of gov-
ernment offers that kind of access, or that kind
of power.

Town meeting is where the abstract becomes
personal. A number on a spreadsheet becomes
the new roof for a senior center. A zoning change
becomes a future housing development or a pro-
tected field. A vote to fund or delay a road proj-
ect might decide whether your street stays safe
through the winter. And beyond the budgets and
bylaws, these gatherings remind us what’s best
about New England life—the ability to argue
passionately with your neighbor one minute and
shake their hand the next.

When people stop showing up, the system
doesn’t collapse. It quietly shifts into the hands
of the few who do. That’s when government
feels distant, when decisions start to surprise us,
when cynicism creeps in. But when citizens take
the time to show up, ask questions, and listen,
local government regains its balance. It becomes
what it was meant to be: a partnership between
those elected to lead and those who care enough
to watch.

So as the leaves give way to the gray weeks
before winter, take another look at your town
calendar. Read the warrant. Attend a meeting—
even if only to listen. You don’t need to know
the bylaws by heart or the budget codes by num-
ber. You only need to bring your curiosity, your
common sense, and your willingness to care.

The strength of Webster, Dudley, and Oxford
has never come from their size or wealth. It
comes from participation—from the idea that
the people who live here should shape what
“here” means. Town meeting may not trend
online or draw a crowd, but it remains one of
the last honest places where democracy still fits
around a folding table.

The lights are still on at Town Hall. The
microphones still work. The seats are waiting.
All that’s missing, sometimes, are the people
they were meant for.

VIEWPOINT

THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor
Brendan Berube at THE WEBSTER TIMES — news@stonebridgepress.news

First Lieutenant Ragnar
Godtrey Lind, a.k.a.
Jetfrey Lynn

BY HELEN POIRIER
AUBURN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

One of Auburn’s most famous people was the
actor known as Jeffery Lynn. He was the son
of John Algot and Hedvig Cecilia [Persdotter]
Edoff and was born Feb. 16, 1909, in Auburn.
The family lived at 785 Oxford St. He had four
brothers and three sisters. His father worked as a
machinist in a tool shop.

Jeffrey attended Bates College in Lewiston
Maine and graduated in 1930 with a B.A. In
education. After college, he worked as a high
school teacher in English and speech & drama.
He also worked for the New England Telephone
Co. for a while. His first film was in 1938, but
when the war started, he enlisted in February
1942, where he trained with B-18, B-23, and
PT-17 aircraft. He was part of Company A,
Army Air Force B-25 Mitchell Bomb Squadron.
This group flew more than 450 combat missions
while in the Mediterranean Theater. The unit
was cited for outstanding performance of duty in
action and was awarded a Presidential citation.
His unit was awarded the distinguished-unit
badge for the invasion of Italy’s mainland.
Promoted to Captain in 1945, then he earned
the bronze star in Italy and Austria as a combat
intelligence officer in the Dept of Air Force
overseas. This group was instrumental in cutting
communications behind the German lines in
Italy. Jeffrey was discharged in 1946 as Special
Intelligence Officer.

After he left the military, Jeffery returned to
Hollywood to do movies like “A letter to Three
Wives,” “Home Town Story” with Marilyn

Monroe, “BUtterfield 8 with Elizabeth Taylor
& Laurence Harvey, and “Tony Rome” with
Frank Sinatra. Later in the 1960s, Jeffery did
Broadway in plays such as “Any Wednesday”
in 1966, and in 1967 “Dinner at Eight,” just to
name a few. He dabbled in television starring
in shows like “Robert Montgomery Presents,”
“Your Shows of Shows,” “My Son Jeep” and
“Lux Video Theatre.” His last appearance was
on “Murder She Wrote.”

Jeffery was married to Robin Chandler 1946
— 1958, Patricia Davis Ciarlo in 1965-1973, and
at the time of his death was married to Helen
Lynn. Jeffery died Nov. 24, 1995, in Burbank
California at the age of 89. He is buried in Forest
Lawn Memorial Park in Los Angeles.

Join the Auburn Historical Society and
Museum on Tuesday, Nov. 11 from 9:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. and Thursday, Nov. 13 from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. for an evening at the Museum as we
unveil an exhibit on Auburn’s veterans. We have
spent a lot of time researching the men and
women credited to Auburn who served in the
various wars, and we need your help for more
information! Stop in with stories, pictures, or
just names of the men and women who served
and have an Auburn connection. We can scan
pictures and return same day. We’ve also created
a worksheet that visitors can fill out so we can
add personal information to our lists of names.

This article is made possible by the Auburn
Historical Society & Museum, 41 South St.
The museum is open Tuesday and Saturday
mornings 9:30 am.-12:30 p.m., and may be
reached at auburnmuseum@verizon.net or 508-
832-6856, www.auburnhistoricalmuseum.org or
follow us on Facebook at Auburn Historical.

[atest auction news

It’s been nearly a month and a half since my
last auction news update, and there’s a lot to
report. I'll start by sharing news about a rare
piece of Titanic memorabilia being auctioned in
the United Kingdom.

Frederick Sutton, a 61-year-old first-class
passenger from New Jersey, was lost at sea
when the Titanic sank on April 14, 1912. Some
of his personal effects were recovered and given
to his family. The family held them
for over 100 years before deciding
to now auction the memorabilia. Mr.
Sutton’s family received his belong-
ings in a white canvas bag marked
“46.” It included a first-class passen-
ger list that had been damaged by the
cold Atlantic waters after the trag-
ic incident. The collection includes
a note from Titanic’s White Start
Lines. Families of missing passen-
gers were advised that they would
have to pay for a first-class ticket

ANTIQUES,

inal typewritten manuscript of “On the
Road,”” according to the Indy Star.

A toilet might make an impact
on the art world when it goes on the
auction block later this month. Made
of gold, the working sculpture was
designed by Italian artist Maurizio
Cattelan and is titled “America.” It
“was created with 101.2 kilograms
(223 pounds) of gold,” according to
MSN. An identical one was stolen
from England’s Blenheim Palace in a

to return deceased family members’  (COLIECTIBLES brazen 2019 heist. Cattelan is the artist
bodies that were recovered. “This who sold “Comedian,” a banana duct
is callous in the extreme but goes & ESTATES  taped to a wall, for $6.2 million last
to illustrate how different the world © ® ® © ° © ° ° vyear. No estimate for the toilet was
was in 1912,” the auctioneer said WAYNE provided, but the gold used is worth
in the BBC article. The passenger TUISKULA approximately $10 million at current

list is estimated to bring £100,000
($131,350 U S)).

A massive collection of memorabilia from
the estate of colorful and eccentric Indianapolis
Colts owner, Jim Irsay, will be sold in several
auctions. Irsay had shared some of his collec-
tion with the public in 2023 when he offered
free concerts to the public with the opportunity
to view some historical and pop culture mem-
orabilia. One of the stops on the tour was at
Boston’s TD Garden, where I was fortunate
enough to see some of the rare artifacts. Items
being auctioned include “an Apple II manual
signed by Steve Jobs, Hunter S. Thompson’s
Red Shark convertible and Jack Kerouac’s orig-

rates. The artist is hoping it bowls over
bidders and brings much more though.

Our single-collector Civil War auction will be
taking place this month. Following that, we’ll
have a major auction with fine jewelry, sterling
silver, art, and other antiques and collectibles.
Please visit our website https://centralmassauc-
tions.com for links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for auction
information at: Wayne Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass Auctions for Antique,
Collectibles Auctions and Appraisal Services
info@centralmassauctions.com or (508-612-
6111).

Life balance

Avoid holiday
debt: Spend
with intention,
not impulse

DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

Holiday cheer has a way of loosening purse
strings — sometimes more than we can afford.
In 2024, one-third of Americans ended the year
with holiday debt averaging $1,181. And 60 per-
cent of them were stressed about it, according to
a December 2024 Lending Tree survey.

Ironically, when Americans created their
2025 New Year resolutions, they listed saving
more money (45 percent) and reducing debt (32
percent) as two of the top three, per a 2024 CFP
Board study. Imagine the head start they could
have had without that holiday debt.

Here are some practical tips to help you stay
mindful of your spending this holiday season:

Build — and follow — a budget. Decide how
much you can realistically afford without going
into debt or disrupting your regular expenses.
Write that number down and refer to it regular-
ly — doing so makes you more accountable and
turns your budget into a plan, not just a wish. To
help you stay the course and avoid unpleasant
surprises later, keep a written or digital log of
your purchases and reconcile them with your
budget regularly.

Start early. The earlier you begin shopping,
the more time you have to compare prices,
check out the myriad of sales and make thought-
ful decisions. Last-minute purchases, on the
other hand, can lead to panic buying, overspend-
ing and costly rush shipping fees.

Pay with cash or debit. Credit cards make it
easy to overspend, especially if you don’t plan
to pay the balance in full. Using cash or a debit
card and paying for it now rather than deferring
payment can help you stick to your budget and
avoid buying things you can’t afford.

Make a list — and check it twice. Think about
each person on your list and what they would
value. Then write it down. If it already feels
overwhelming, consider trimming your list to
only close friends and immediate family. You
might also shift your focus from material gifts
to experiences — like a shared meal, a hike or a
homemade coupon for help with chores. These
often cost less and create lasting memories

Protect your long-term savings. Avoid dip-
ping into retirement accounts or investments
to fund holiday purchases. Depending on the
account you tap, you could face penalties, fees
and taxes — and you’ll be sacrificing potential
future growth for short-term gratification.

Plan ahead for next year. If overspending is
a recurring issue, start preparing now for 2026.
Decide how much you want to spend and set
up a holiday fund. Contributing monthly to an
interest-bearing account can ease the burden
next year — and even earn you a little extra.

The holidays should be joyful, not finan-
cially stressful. By planning ahead, spending
intentionally and keeping your long-term goals
in mind, you can enjoy the season without the
burden of debt. A little discipline now can lead
to a more peaceful start to the new year — and a
healthier financial future.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must include the
author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of verifica-
tion in order to be considered for pub-
lication. Only the author’s name and
the town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted without all
of the required information will not be
accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Edi-
tor to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency
standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he or
she might deem appropriate.

We all want to move for-
ward — to reach the goal,

exhaustion of trying too
hard. So we promise our-

finish the book, launch the PoSITIVELY selves limits: never again,
business, get in shape, fall SPEAKING  not after hours, not on
in love, or become the per- Sundays. But what starts
son we know we could be. TOBY as protection can quietly
We all have dreams, and MOORE  become a kind of confine-

most of us don’t lack the
desire. What we lack is the
willingness to act when the timing
isn’t perfect.

I’'m all about maintaining a
work-life balance, and boundaries
are essential, but I sometimes think
that it’s not the world slowing
us down — it’s our own rules.
The quiet, self-made command-
ments we invent in the name of
balance, boundaries, and self-care.
Rules like “I don’t check emails
after 5,” or “I don’t work week-
ends,” or “I don’t follow up twice
with the same client.” They sound
healthy — responsible even — but
sometimes they’re invisible fences
around our potential.

We build them to stay sane, but
if left unchecked, they can also
prevent us from going where we
truly want to be in life.

A lot of these rules come from
a good place. We’ve been burned
before. We’ve felt the crash after
burnout, the sting of rejection, the

ment. Sometimes growth
begins exactly where dis-
comfort starts.

Every ambitious person even-
tually faces a crossroads between
their rules and their results. The
people who go far — the ones we
admire — aren’t necessarily smart-
er or luckier. They’re just the ones
who decided certain rules didn’t
apply to them.

Stephen King ignored the pub-
lishing world’s “one book a year”
rule. He wrote so fast that his
publisher couldn’t keep up, so he
created a pseudonym—Richard
Bachman—to release more. When
readers discovered the truth, both
names became bestsellers, and
the rule was never taken seriously
again.

Or take Jeff Bezos, who in
Amazon’s early days answered
customer emails and support calls
at 2 a.m., believing connection
mattered more than sleep. That
obsessive rule-breaking focus on

customers became the DNA of one
of the world’s biggest companies.

Or Ed Sheeran, who played doz-
ens of free or low-pay gigs in a sin-
gle year, sleeping on couches and
busking on street corners. Friends
said he was devaluing his art — but
those nights built the loyal fan base
that later filled stadiums.

Or Elon Musk, who broke
Silicon Valley’s “focus on one
thing” rule. While most founders
were told to master one company
at a time, he was building rockets,
cars, and solar panels all at once.

Each one of them broke a rule
that sounded smart but wasn’t serv-
ing the dream.

I'm not suggesting that people
should work 24/7, but I am saying
that sometimes you need to work
24/7. Knowing when to be flex-
ible with your work-life balance
can change your entire future. It’s
knowing the difference between a
guardrail and a cage.

Discipline isn’t always about
sticking to the same schedule
forever; sometimes the boundar-
ies need to bend. The rules that
once protected your peace can,
at a different season of life, start
protecting your comfort instead.
And comfort is a silent thief of

momentum.

Every ambitious person reaches
a point where “balance” becomes
an excuse. Where the rule that once
made sense starts standing in the
way, the truth is, you can’t build
an extraordinary life while staying
entirely within ordinary limits.

Your next breakthrough may not
require a new plan, a new mentor,
or a new skill. It may require push-
ing past self-imposed boundaries.

Examine the rules you’ve estab-
lished for yourself. Keep the ones
that keep you healthy — the ones
that let you rest, recover, and
reconnect with life. But question
the ones that keep you safe at the
expense of your potential.

We all need balance, and prog-
ress isn’t found in balance alone.
It’s found in the moments you lean
just a little further than what feels
comfortable — when you stay an
extra hour, take the extra call, send
the extra pitch.

You don’t need to give up bal-
ance — just bend it in the direction
of what matters most.

Toby Moore is a columnist,
the star of Emmy - Nominated A
Separate Peace, and the CEO of
Cubestream Inc.
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Dress up your holiday gatherings with a few succulents

Add a bit of life to your
holiday gatherings with the
help of succulents. You and
your guests will enjoy the
easy-care beauty of succu-
lents. Their subtle colors
and dramatic form make
them great gifts and deco-
rations now and throughout
the year.

Small-scale succulents
provide a multitude of oppor-
tunities for incorporating them
into your holiday celebrations.
Just select containers that com-
plement, but don’t overpower
their charm.

Create a succulent garden
to use as a centerpiece for
the table. A shallow container
filled with a variety of suc-
culents with different shapes
and colors is sure to capture
everyone’s attention. Set the
container on a saucer to protect
the table and add a comple-
mentary table runner for even
greater impact.

Consider using succulents
as party favors for guests to

take home and enjoy for years
to come. But first, use them to
decorate the table by making
them into place cards for your
guests. Simply add a name to
the decorative pot.

Or display them all together
in a tray, terra cotta saucer or
other shallow container to use
as a centerpiece throughout the
evening. When the party is
over, each guest can pick their
own plant to take home.

Add a unique flair to the
table by placing cocktail glass-
es filled with succulents next to
each guest’s place setting. This
makes a unique table decora-
tion and party favor for guests
to take home as a reminder of

your fun gathering. Use a
few planted cocktail glass-
es to decorate the beverage
table or bar.

Grow these plants in a
cacti and succulent potting
mix. These fast-draining
mixes help reduce the risk of
overwatering. Further reduce
this risk by using contain-
ers with drainage holes that

are only slightly larger than
the succulents’ root system.
Growing them in too large of a
container for the plant size will
retain moisture longer that can
lead to root rot, decline, and
even the death of your plants.

After the party continue to
provide proper care so your
centerpiece will be ready for
your next event. Move the
succulent planter to a cool,
draft-free location near an
unobstructed south-, west- or
east-facing window. If light is
limited, consider adding artifi-
cial lights.

Water thoroughly but only
when the top few inches of soil

are dry and just often enough
to keep the plants from shriv-
eling. These winter-growing
conditions often encourage a
spring display of colorful and
unique flowers.

Share these directions with
your guest and if possible, the
name of the succulent. This
helps your guest keep the
plants alive to enjoy for years
to come.

With a trip to your favorite
garden center and your imagi-
nation you can create fun hol-
iday décor and party favors.
You and your guests will enjoy
their beauty throughout the
holidays and beyond.

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening
books, including the Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to Grow
Anything” streaming cours-
es and the nationally syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program.
Myers is a columnist and con-

tributing editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine and her Web
site is www.MelindaMyers.

] 5

Melinda Myers

Create a succulent garden centerpiece with
different shapes and colors this holiday season.

com.

Webster Five, Project New Hope Inc. launch food

drive to support local veterans and military

AUBURN — With Veterans
Day approaching, Webster Five
and Project New Hope Inc.
are calling on the community
to help support local Military
and Veteran families in need
through a regional food drive
running Wednesday, Nov. 5
through Friday, Nov. 21.

All donations will go directly
to Project New Hope’s Sully’s
Pantry, which provides food
and household essentials to
Veterans, Service Members and
their families across Central
Massachusetts.

“Our partnership with Project
New Hope through United Way
of Central Massachusetts gives
our community a meaningful
way to support local Military

and Veteran families,” said
Christopher Watson, Chief
Business Lending Officer,

Webster Five and Member of
the Board of Directors, United
Way of Central Massachusetts.
“Every donation this holiday
season helps provide essentials
and reminds these families how
much their service is appreci-
ated.”

“At Project New Hope Inc.,
we’re honored to parter with
Webster Five to help Military
and Veteran families put food
on the table this holiday sea-
son,” said Bill Moore, CEO
and Founder, Project New Hope
Inc. “Every can, box and dona-
tion represents hope for those
who have served our nation.
Together, we’re showing our
Veterans and their families that

COMMUNITY

ourfesy

Webster Five partners with Project New Hope Inc. through United Way of Central Massachusetts to
launch food drive. From left to right: Christopher Watson, Webster Five; Brian Westerlind, Webster Five;
Leah Larson, United Way of Central Massachusetts; Amanda Coccia, Webster Five; Tim Garvin, United
Way of Central Massachusetts; Rebecca Jalbert, Webster Five; Bill Moore, Project New Hope Inc.; and
Debbie Erickson, Project New Hope Inc.

their community stands with
them.”

How to Help

Donations can be dropped
off at any Webster Five branch
location:

400 Southbridge St., Auburn
208 West Main St., Dudley
343  Main

Thompson Rd., Webster
266 Chandler St., Worcester
100 Front St., Suite 150,
Worcester

Requested items include:
Cereal

Canned Vegetables
Pop-Tarts

Canned Fruit

Applesauce

Canned Soup/Stew
Snack-Packs Jello & Pudding
Canned Chili

Cranberry Juice

Baked Beans

Raisins

Stuffing

Knorr Sides

Alfredo Sauce

Ranch & Italian Dressing
Rice-A-Roni
Mayonnaise

Broth

Canned Tuna

Soup — box

Canned Chicken

Canned Corned Beef
Grape Jelly

Canned Hams

families

Peanut Butter
SPAM

Chef Boyardee
Manwich
SpaghettiOs
Hamburger Helper
Macaroni & Cheese
Taco Kits

Syrup

Refried Beans
Ketchup

Instant Mashed Potatoes
Shelf-Stable Milk
Instant Oatmeal

Please donate only unopened
items that are within their “best
by’ date to ensure freshness and
quality.

About Webster Five

Established in 1868, Webster
Five offers consumers, busi-
nesses and nonprofits not only a
wide range of products and ser-
vices but also stability and com-
munity support that can’t be
matched by their larger coun-
terparts. To learn more about
Webster Five, visit web5.com.

About Project New Hope
Inc.

Project New Hope Inc. has
been empowering Veterans,
Service Members, and their
families for over 14 years
through transformative retreats,
essential resources, and holistic
support services. To learn more
about Project New Hope’s mis-
sion and programs, visit https:/
www.projectnewhopema.org/.

St., Oxford

2 6 1
Grafton St.,
Shrewsbury

1 3 6

DWC’s beloved fundraiser a resounding success thanks
to our incredible sponsors and community support!

e
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CALENDAR

NOVEMBER
14-21

Friday, Nov. 14
Storytime sparkles, pages turn,
At the library kids will learn.
Songs and smiles set the tone,
A cozy start before you’re home.
Saturday, Nov. 15
Vendors and bakers in festive array,
Holy Trinity’s fair leads the day.
68 Lake Street, Webster, 9 a.m—3,
Shop for gifts, sip cider, leave happy and free.
Sunday, Nov. 16
Neighbors gather, hearts combine,
Crafts and good deeds neatly align.
Bring a can or two to share,
Little acts of local care.
Monday, Nov. 17
Chair Yoga at ten, breathe in light,
Gentle stretches set things right.
Move with ease, quiet the mind,
Leave the Monday rush behind.
Tuesday, Nov. 18
Toddler Playtime makes spirits bright,
Blocks and giggles, pure delight.
Tiny towers, tiny cheers,
Memories made for future years.
Wednesday, Nov. 19
Capoeira’s rthythm taps the floor,
Songs and steps and so much more.
Round we go in friendly ring,
Energy shared in a joyful swing.
Thursday, Nov. 20
Evening settles, frost is near,
Kindness keeps the pathways clear.
Wave to neighbors, lend a hand,
That’s the rhythm of our land.
Friday, Nov. 21
Week winds down, lights glow warm,
Markets hum in gentle swarm.
Shop in town, support the crew,
Keeping local, strong, and true.

e - Polish American Citizens Club of
‘Webster

¢ - Webster First Federal Credit

¢ - Knight-Dik Insurance Agency

¢ - American Custom Builders

¢ - Fins & Tales

e - Hair for You

e - Prevision Auto Rebuilders

e - Ice Cream Pharm

¢ - O’Connor & Co Insurance
Company

e - Peek’s Service

e - Prestige Salon & Day Spa

e - Shaw-Majercik Funeral Home

e - Webster Five Cents Savings Bank

We encourage everyone to join us
next time for another afternoon of
fun, friendship, and fantastic prizes!
Mark your calendars for our next
Pocketbook Bingo on March 22, 2026,
at the same location.

For more information, please
visit www.dudleywomasclub.
org Thank you for your continued
support!

DUDLEY — The Dudley Woman’s
Club is thrilled to announce that the
much-anticipated Pocketbook Bingo at
the PACC on November 2nd was a tre-
mendous success! Attendees enjoyed
an exciting afternoon filled with activ-
ities, including a thrilling 50/50 raffle,
all in support of a great cause.

We are proud to announce that
our voluntary giving project generat-
ed $1,015 worth of coffee, teas, and
hot drinks that were donated to the
Webster Dudley Food Share, helping
to support our community’s needs.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to
our amazing bingo callers, Ben Kane
and Lester Boggio, for their excep-
tional dedication and enthusiasm that
made our event truly memorable.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to
our generous sponsors, whose unwav-
ering support made this event possible:

e - Le Blanc Oil
e - Marzeotti Group/Lamacchia Realty
e - Gary’s Pest B Dead, LLC
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Nichols College hosts renowned
author, filmmaker Christy Cashman
for inspiring campus discussion

DUDLEY Nichols

College proudly welcomed
celebrated author, actress, and
filmmaker Christy Cashman to
campus on Thursday, Nov. 6,
for a public discussion and
signing of her award-win-
ning novel “The Truth About

Horses.” The free event, held
in Fels Lounge, drew students,
faculty, and members of the
local community for an after-
noon of creativity, conversa-
tion, and inspiration.

Cashman, whose film credits

include American Hustle, Joy,
and Ted 2, spoke about her
career path, creative process,
and the resilience required to
succeed in the arts. She shared
stories from her experiences in
film and publishing, offering
attendees practical advice on

18 Fox Run Brookfield $295,000
Absolutely gorgeous manufactured home (60x28) at Brookfield Meadows 55+ community. 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, kitch-
en loaded with cherry cabinets, formal dining area, breakfast nook, 2x6 construction, 4 season heated room with gas
fireplace (stove) on thermostat. TONS of improvements - windows, furnace, hot water heater and central air done in 2023,
new side deck with composite wood, newer flooring throughout. Generac generator 2018, Master bath has double vanity,

building confidence as writ-
ers and trusting their unique
voices.

Throughout the discussion,
Cashman emphasized that
creativity flourishes through
persistence and authenticity.
Students had the opportuni-
ty to ask questions about her
work and to learn firsthand
about the balance between
imagination, discipline, and
self-belief that underpins suc-
cessful storytelling.

Cashman told attend-
ees, “Write through every-
thing. Keep writing when you
don’t feel like it. Keep writing
when you feel like you don’t
have anything to say. Keep
writing when you’re tired.
Keep writing no matter what
your circumstances are.”

Earlier in the day, Cashman
met privately with members of
the Nichols College Equestrian
Club and participated in a
luncheon with campus lead-
ers. Nichols College President

“Christy’s story and her
commitment to encouraging
young creatives resonated
deeply with our students,” said
President Pieczynski. “Her
message about perseverance
and confidence aligns perfect-
ly with Nichols’ mission to
empower students to pursue
their passions with purpose

Horses,” earned the 2024
IBPA Benjamin Franklin
Gold Award for General
Fiction, along with Silver
Awards for Best New Voice
and Teen Fiction. She has also
authored two children’s books
and founded YouthINK, a non-
profit dedicated to mentoring
teen creators, and YOUthink

William  Pieczynski also
attended the event and joined
Cashman for photos following
the discussion.

huge linen closet and skylight, oversized living room with vaulted ceilings and tons of natural lighting. Storage shed with
new roof and electric, patio sitting area out back with room for small garden. Lots of beautiful mature plants and flowers.

Creative Wellness Retreats,
which  support  wellness
through art and storytelling.

and courage.”
Cashman’s debut

novel, “The Truth About

Lisa Caron Real Estate

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

Courtesy

The Oxford Woman ‘s Club had a wonderful time at our last meeting,
and this is a few of our group showing their fall arrangements. We were
excited to have our guest from Herbert Berg Florist who instructed us in
creating a beautiful fall arrangement to celebrate the season. This is one of
the many programs that we offer our members. We host guest speakers,
many with information that serves our community including artists,
authors, different organizations both health and government personnel.
Our goal is to help our graduating seniors by offering three $750
scholarships. We also contribute to our library toward free passes supplies
for schools, police and fire departments, the Prom Closet, veterans, Senior
Center, Clara Barton Camp and many others. We welcome all within our
town and surrounding areas to achieve our goals. Come be part of the
Club, make new friends and have fun!

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Jewel Nile
Queen Mattress Only

$399°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799°
CARRYING THE

TOP BRANDS E@

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL " « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

o>
TEMPUR-PEDIC

STEARNS
& FOSTER

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM

All Saints Da
celebration at All
Saints Academy

WEBSTER — On Nowv. 1, Catholics celebrate
All Saints Day, a special feast honoring all the
saints who have attained everlasting life in
Heaven. This year, All Saints Academy marked
the occasion during their weekly Mass on Nov.
4, celebrating the communion of saints in a spirit
of faith and gratitude.

As part of the celebration, the fifth-grade
students presented their beloved annual project
and performance, “Saints Come Alive.” Each
student researched a saint of their choice and
then brought that saint to life through a creative
and heartfelt presentation to the congregation.

The wide variety of saints highlighted during
the program showcased virtues of kindness,
courage, and devotion. This meaningful tra-
dition at All Saints Academy not only allows
students to play an important role in the school’s
heritage and charism honoring the saints, but
also allows them to share the inspiring stories
of their favorite saints with the entire school and
parish. As the presentation concluded, Fr. Javier
Julio, pastor of St. Louis Church, noted that by
living with Jesus in their lives, ordinary people
can become extraordinary, just like the saint the
students portrayed. These fifth graders have
offered a moving reminder that we are called to
live our lives just as beautifully as the saints did.

g HUNDREDS OF BIKES)
(Rr a""E BIKES!

ASSEMBLY

INCLUDED!
DEPARTMENT!

HUGE
» KITCHEN
> PACKAGE ¢
» LAUNDRY

REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV.
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV.
Regularly $699.99

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

D
E

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN: $199 .

(REGULARLY $299)
$269

21 CU.FT.
FREEZER

Reg. $999.99

3799.99

(" GE DELUXE [
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99
’369°
\ J

5CU. FT.
CHEST
FREEZER

DELUXE
FRIGIDAIRE
INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

‘999"
| A

(" G.E.27 CU.FT. )

FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $1999.99

FULL:

(REGULARLY $499)

QUEEN: 5299

(REGULARLY $599)

G.E. DELUXE
AIR FRY
GAS RANGE
Reg. $899.99

Y ——
SAMSUNG TOP LOAD

WASHER & DRYER
Pair - Reg. $1199.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99

(WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. FT.
TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATO

FRIGIDAIRE )
DISHWASHER
s Reg. $399.99s o
. ssgs.ss 299 ‘
FRIGIDAIRE )

FAMOUS MAKER
OVER THE STOVE
REFRIGERATOR MICROWAVE

AMANA
WASHER OR
DRYER
Reg. $599.99

99
*1199% || sj399~| 5189|489
\_ AFTER REBATE! ) \ J\ ), J
T

$199.99

WE INSTALL
TELEVISIONS,

 WHIRLPOOL |
SIDE BY SIDE

(MAYTAG DELUXE |
WASHER OR
DRYER

LG #3400

Reg. $899.99 WASHER & DRYER
eg. .
¢ Reg. $699.99 Reg" $249:99 Front Load, Reg. $1599.99 Reg, $699.90 Reg. $1499.99 MICROWAVES &

°699 || 599~ | ‘199> || *1399)| 549" || *1199* | nistuwaskers!
140 MAIN STREET,
SEE WHlTCOSALES coM

SPENCER, MA
. Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!
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Courtesy

Congratulations are in order for Drew for reaching his goal of completing
the “1,000 Books Before Kindergarten” program at the Pearle L.
Crawford Memorial Library. Drew worked hard and finished at the end
of October - way to go, Drew! The 1,000 Books Foundation’s mission is
to promote reading to newborns, infants, and toddlers, and to encourage
parent and child bonding through reading. The 1,000 BBK challenge at
the Crawford Library is funded by the Friends of the Pearle L. Crawford
Memorial Library.

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

Comedy and Dinner Show 11/22
( Tickets available at 308)

Applications are now being accepted
from anyone interested in having
a house built in one of our

MUSIC 10 member communities

BINGO * Auburn + Paxton
LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK! every Cokr
THURSDAY * Dudley + Southbridge
11/14 John Demers 7709 * North Brookfield » Spencer
11/21 Kylie Harris * Oxford * Websfer
_ 11/22 comedy Show Ifinterested call Jessica Prince ot
= _. 508- 248-5971 Ext. 1700
TN or
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK check Ollt our Fa“ Mellll Email her of jprince@baypath.net

11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website |
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

for an application and guidelines

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,

take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com Visit our website at
o N www.baypath.net

to view pictures of houses built

i/ LU e B 21 . Applications are fo be filed
308 MAIN STREET H — b Check out by January 5, 2026
EAST BROOKFIELD - — ——5 . "~ out the

774-449-8333 Wi e APPLY NOW
\

308LAKESIDE.COM

Findd us on
Facebook

" 196 Auburn St., Auburn, MA 01501
S 508-832-3767

Hours: Monday-Tuesday 9am-9pm - Wednesday-Thursday 9am-10pm
R * Friday-Saturday 9am-10:30pm * Sunday 10am-8pm IR

y\
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=
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—
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Beer, Wine,

Lottery, ATM,

~ Convenience,
Cigs X
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OXFORD SENIOR
_ GENTER
(508)987-6000

Laura Wilson, Director

Open Monday — Friday 8:30 a.m. -3 p.m.
Email: seniorcenter@oxfordma.us
Website: www.oxfordma.us

Facebook: Oxford, MA Senior Center

The Senior Center will be CLOSED on November 5th, 11th,
27th & 28th.
No afternoon activities on November 26th

Lunches are served on Tuesdays and Fridays @ 11:45 am.
Meals are prepared by our in-house cook. Please call at least 48
hours in advance to reserve a lunch or come in and sign up. DINE
IN for $5.00 and TAKE OUT for $6.00. (suggested donation)

Weekly Activities:

Mondays and Fridays @ 10:00 am — Cribbage

Tuesdays @ 9:15am — Strength & Balance w/ Donna Freeland
— Cost $3.00 per class

Wednesdays @ 9:15am — Chair Yoga w/ Heidi Gambaccini —
Cost $3.00 per class

Tuesdays and Wednesday @ 10:15 am - Needleworkers
(Knitting, Crocheting, Needlepoint)

Bring your favorite project and come join the group for conver-
sation and laughs.

Wednesdays @ 1:00 pm — Chair Volleyball — Lots of laughs and
only two rules (1) stay seated (2) have fun!

Thursdays @ 10:00 am — 12:00 pm Dominoes

Monthly Activities:

Let’s Talk Oxford History — 2nd Tuesday of each month @ 1pm
- Sponsored by the Oxford Historical Commission

Men’s Coffee Group — 2nd Wednesday of each month @
10:30am — coffee and pastry are served.

Tri-Valley Inc. Options Counseling - 3rd Tuesday of each
month from 12:30pm — 2:00pm. By appointment.

Book Club — Ist Friday of each month @ 12:45pm — reserve
your book from the Oxford Public Library

Movie Matinee — 2nd Friday of each month @12:45pm-
November movie “love the Connors”

BEANO - 4th Friday of each month @ 12:45pm — arrive by
12:30pm to purchase your BEANO sheets.

WEBSTER SENIOR
_ GENTER
(508) 949-3845

Email: SeniorCenter@ Webster-MA .gov

Senior Center hours are Monday- Friday 9 am.- 4 p.m., with
one Thursday a month 9 am.-7 p.m.

Like the Webster Senior Center Facebook page to view our
photographs, news and announcements. Please stop by to pick up
our monthly newsletter for a complete list of activities, upcoming
events, and our monthly lunch menu. You may also join our email
list to view our newsletter online. You do not have to be a resident
of Webster to participate in our activities and programs. ALL
Seniors are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays at 11:30 am. Please call (508) 949-
3845 at least three business days in advance to reserve or cancel
your meal. A $3.00 donation for 65 and up, and $5 for 55- 64
is appreciated. All meals include milk, bread, and dessert. This
week’s menu: Tuesday, 11/18: Roast turkey with gravy, cranberry
stuffing, butternut squash, pumpkin mousse. Wednesday, 11/19:
Swedish meatballs, mashed potatoes, Scandinavian vegetables,
peaches. Thursday, 11/20: Chicken cacciatore, gemmeli pasta,
roasted broccoli, birthday cake. Friday, 11/21: Soup du Jour,
corned beef sandwiches, coleslaw, pudding.

Need Transportation? Contact SCM Elderbus at 1-800-321-
0243 at least two business days in advance to schedule transpor-
tation. Elderbus is available Mondays- Fridays 8:30 am- 3:00 pm.

Come down to the Bomba Beauty Salon at the Webster Senior
Center! Call 508-341-8724 for an appointment. Bomba Beauty
Salon is open for walk in appointments on Wednesdays from
10:00 am- 1:00 pm, and Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays by
appointment only from 10:00 am- 3:00 pm. Please call (508) 341-
8724 to schedule an appointment.

We are now offering MOVIE MATINEES every Wednesday
at 1:00 pm! Popcorn is provided, no registration is needed.
November’s last movie will be “Suite Franchise” on 11/19.

Let’s come together and celebrate Thanksgiving! The friends of
the Webster Senior Center are hosting their Friendsgiving party on
Friday, November 21st from 1 pm to 2:30 pm!

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with Forty Arroyo are the
perfect workout for any fitness ability! The cost is a recommend-
ed $3.00 donation per class. A new video class will be offered
Thursday and Friday mornings, free of charge.

Knitting/Crochet group meets on Mondays from 10:00 am-
12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts promptly at 1:00 pm. Please
plan to arrive by 12:30 pm to allow time to buy your bingo sheets.
Bingo sheets are not sold after 12:45 pm.

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our weekly Cribbage group
meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm. Feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested persons to the Webster Senior
Center! Come join us for six-card or thirteen-card pitch! Six-card
pitch meets on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm. Thirteen-card pitch meets
on Thursdays at 1:00 pm.

Mahjongg group meets every Friday at 1:00 pm. Beginners
welcome!

We now have an official Bridge group! We will be meeting
every Friday from 10 am to 12 pm in the upstairs activity room.
All that are interested are welcome to join!

The Worcester County Sheriff’s Office House Numbering
Program will create a custom wooden sign with your house num-
ber free of charge. One sign per senior household. Please contact
the Webster Senior Center at (508) 949-3845. if you are interested
in having a house number sign made for you.

Senior SAFE is a program that supports fire and life safety edu-
cation for seniors. The Webster Fire Dept. will do a home visit to
ensure that you have the correct smoke and CO2 alarms, and that
they are working properly. This is at no cost to you! All you have
to do is give them a call at (508) 949-3875.

For Advertising
Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonehridge press.news

Dudley Woman’s Club
November meeting reminder

DUDLEY —  We're
delighted to announce that
the Dudley Women’s Club
(DWC) November meeting
is approaching! Join us on
Thursday, November 13th,
at the Dudley Municipal
Complex. Social time kicks off
at 6:30 p.m., followed by the
meeting at 7 p.m.

This month, we’re excited
to welcome our own Jackie
Vallee, who will showcase
some simple appetizers that
are perfect for holiday enter-
taining.

In the spirit of giving, our
voluntary projects this month
highlight two important ini-
tiatives:

Holiday Gift Bags for YOU,
Inc Led by Lesa Patrock from
Dudley Middle School, this
project aims to ensure that
children from families in need
receive gifts during the holiday
season. We invite members to
contribute gifts to support this
wonderful cause.

Pajama Bags for YOU, Inc.:
This initiative provides essen-

tial items for children who are
suddenly removed from their
homes. Donations of pajamas,
socks, underwear, toothbrush-
es, toothpaste, soft toys, blan-
kets, and books are all wel-
come. Members can donate
fully packed bags or individual
items.

During the meeting, mem-
bers will also have the chance
to Adopt-A-Child, allowing
them to select a child in need
and either contribute a $100
check or purchase three gifts
from their wishlist. More

details about gift delivery to
DMS will be shared at the
meeting.

As always, we appreci-
ate your generosity and look
forward to seeing you at the
Dudley Municipal Complex on
November 13th!

DWC is open to all women
from Dudley and neighboring
towns, and we welcome your
participation! For more infor-
mation, please visit our Web
site at www.dudleywomans-
club.org.

Local students appointed to
Nichols Senior Advisory Council

DUDLEY — Nichols
College  President  Bill
Pieczynski is pleased to

announce the members of
the Nichols Senior Advisory
Council (NSAC) for 2025-
2026. This group of 15 accom-
plished seniors will meet with
the President and members of
the President’s Council month-
ly and act as an advisory group
as the College plans for the
future.

“Congratulations to the stu-
dents selected for this year’s
NSAC cohort. These are exem-
plary students, citizens and
leaders who have distinguished

themselves among a strong
senior class,” said Pieczynski.
“Their insights will be invalu-
able to the leadership team,
and we look forward to hearing
their perspectives and learning
more about these outstanding
students.”

Upcoming NSAC meetings
will include discussions on
the College’s new initiatives
as well as broader trends and
issues in higher education. In
addition to helping Nichols
enhance the overall experience
for all members of its com-
munity, the meetings are also
intended as an opportunity for

students to further strength-
en their communication and
presentation skills, which are
critical to career advancement.

The following local students
were appointed to NSAC for
2025-2026:

Kaitlin Baca of Webster

Innis Acosta Bernazar of
Dudley

About Nichols College

Nichols College has earned
business accreditation from
the prestigious Association
to Advance  Collegiate
Schools of Business (AACSB
International), the longest
serving global accrediting

body for business schools and
the largest business education
network connecting learners,
educators, and businesses
worldwide. Founded in 1815,
Nichols transforms today’s stu-
dents into tomorrow’s leaders
through a dynamic, career-fo-
cused business and profes-
sional education. Nichols
offers real-world learning
focused on professional depth
- combined with vibrant living,
competitive athletics, and an
unmatched alumni advantage
- equipping students to exceed
their own expectations. www.
nichols.edu

QCC campus police receive
$60,000 in public safety grants

WORCESTER
— Quinsigamond Community

College was recently
awarded $59.912 from the
Massachusetts Executive

Office of Public Safety and
Security. The funding, which is
part of the Edward Byrne
Memorial Justice Assistance
Grant program, will allow
QCC’s Police Department to
connect to the Motor Vehicle
Automated Citation and
Crash System (MACCS).
The MACCS is a state-oper-

ated, browser-based platform
for electronic traffic citation
and crash data collection and

reporting.
Additionally, in
August, QCC received a

$5,000 Military and First
Responder Grant from CSX
Transportation, which will also
be used to support the transi-
tion to MACCS.

“QCC Campus Police are
committed to modernizing our
operations to better serve and
protect our community,” said

QCC Chief of Police Stephen
DiGiovanni. “These grant
funds will help us replace out-
dated manual processes with
state-of-the-art equipment that
connects to the Motor Vehicle
Automated Citation and Crash
System, which is hosted by
the Massachusetts Registry of
Motor Vehicles.”

The QCC Police
Department’s transition to
MACCS will streamline
citation and crash report-
ing, enabling safer and more

efficient traffic stops and crash
data. This will allow offi-
cers to spend more time in
the community, increasing
visibility and helping prevent
crime. The system also enables
real-time data sharing, enhanc-
es data accuracy and account-
ability, increases officer safe-
ty, and supports coordinated
crime reduction strategies
through integrated intelligence.

Marsi champions change to M.G.L
language referring to disabilities

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

BOSTON — The State
House of Representatives on
Beacon Hill has approved an
amendment that will replace
language referring to those
with intellectual, physical and
developmental disabilities in
Massachusetts General Laws
removing what many consider
offensive and outdated termi-
nology.

The amendment, H. 4704,
was championed by the House
Committee on Ways and
Means which includes 6th
Worcester District Rep. John
Marsi, a former Dudley select-
man whose district includes
Dudley and Charlton. Marsi
presented his inaugural speech

on the issue on Nov. 5, help-
ing lead the charge towards
a 152-0 vote of the House to
approve the amendment.

The rule will now replace
the language of “disabled per-
sons” to “persons with disabil-
ities” and “disabled American
Veterans” to  “American
Veterans with disabilities”
which Marsi called a “neces-
sary” change to preserve the
dignity of these individuals.
It also removes all references
to the word “retarded,” which
Marsi simply referred to as
“the R-word,” which has long
been considered a derogatory
term for those with disabilities.

“It’s about time we
addressed this. If there’s any-
thing we need to know about
this bill, it’s that words matter
and as elected leaders of the

Christmas will be
here before we

Commonwealth it’s up to us to
set the tone for how individu-
als with disabilities are referred
to and how they are treated,”
said Marsi in his speech on
the House floor, which he also
shared on social media.

The issue is personal for
Marsi who is a father and
advocate for a special needs
child. His daughter Jessica has
disabilities, diagnosed with
Angelman syndrome and is
non-verbal, but Marsi said she
lights up every room she enters
and is a “perfect soul.” His
son Anthony has also become
a strong advocate for Jessica,
and Marsi considers him a
model for how to interact with
individuals with disabilities.

This personal connection
helped fuel Marsi’s push to
enter politics and see a 15-year

battle to change the language
in Mass General Laws come
to fruition.

“I'm her voice on so many
issues and it inspired me to run
for local office in Dudley many
years ago to give back for all
the help that the school district
and the community gave to
us,” said Marsi. “Since then,
when I decided to run for the
House, I wanted to advocate
for those who need help the
most and be a champion for
those without a voice or who
feel like they don’t have a
voice.”

Marsi received a standing
ovation for his speech. He said
the House’s eventually vote to
support the amendment was
a decisive statement by state
lawmakers that “words mat-
ter.”

Free books
available for

know 1t at FCC
Dudley

DUDLEY — The First Congregational Church of Dudley (aka
Dudley Hill Church, 135 Center Rd.) will be having its annual
Christmas fair on Saturday, Dec. 6 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Fair will include: Craft vendors - Cafe - Cookie corner -
Live entertainment - Basket raffle - Quilt raffle - 50/50 raffle - A
visit from Santa Claus - A “heads and tails” game - And an online
and in-person auction.

The online auction will open on Nov. 21 at 5 p.m. and close on
Dec. 6 at 10 a.m. The live auction will be held on Saturday, Dec.
6 at 1 p.m. To register for the virtual auction either copy/paste the
link https://new.biddingowl.com/firstcongregationalchurchofdud-
leyO1571 into your Web browser or scan the QR code. Bidding
Owl will ask for a private auction code. Use fccd2025 (case sensi-
tive) to see the current items listed. Please email dudleyucc135@
gmail.com with any questions.

We hope to see you there! The Christmas Fair Committee of the
First Congregational Church of Dudley.

local children

WEBSTER — We all know that we can borrow books from
local libraries, but did you know that Webster kids can get free
books to keep? It’s true! All children aged birth to five years who
are residents of Webster can receive one free book per month
mailed to their home.

This opportunity is offered by Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library and the Friends of the Gladys Kelly Library to help every
child develop a love of reading early in life. Webster is the only
town in Worcester County that is enrolled in this program.

Parents, sign your kids up at the library at 2 Lake St. in
Webster. Just say you want your child or children enrolled in the
Imagination Library. It’s that simple. Think how excited your chil-
dren will be to find a special present arriving in the mailbox just
for them every month. It’s like having 12 Christmases per year!

Questions? Call the library at 508-949-3880.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!

b ) news@
stonebridgepress.news
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Cornerstone Bank donates  Dudley begins search
$5,000 to support financial

literacy 1n Quaboag Valley 5y employee health
care plan

WORCESTER
— Cornerstone Bank has donat-
ed $5,000to the Quaboag Valley
Community  Development
Corporation (QVCDC) in
support of its Learn and Save
Club, a financial fitness pro-
gram that teaches participants
how to develop healthy money
habits and save toward the pur-
chase of important assets.

“Financial literacy is the
foundation for long-term suc-
cess,” said Todd Tallman, CEO
of Cornerstone Bank. “We are
proud to support the Learn
and Save Club again this year,
which equips local families
and individuals with the tools
they need to make confident
financial decisions.”

The year-long program
combines financial literacy
classes with matched savings
to empower low-income resi-
dents of the Quaboag Valley to
achieve greater financial stabil-

ity. Participants attend month-
ly meetings, receive hands-on
guidance and work toward
goals such as home ownership,
education or reliable transpor-
tation.

This is the second consec-
utive year Cornerstone Bank
has contributed to the Learn
and Save Club. In addition
to financial support, bank
employees have volunteered to
help lead financial education
sessions, sharing their exper-
tise with program participants.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone  Bank was
formed in 2017, born of a
long history of supporting the
community, and providing
a strong foundation to help
people and businesses thrive.
Serving Worcester County,
Massachusetts, Cornerstone

Bank’s local presence and
community-based  banking
model enables a unique abil-

ity to deliver outstanding ser-
vice, with a personal touch.
Cornerstone, which is a sub-
sidiary of PeoplesBankCorp,
MHC, operating independent-
ly under its own name and
brand, provides the highest
level of service and expertise
for individuals, businesses,
and community organizations
with branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts.
Cornerstone works to connect
customers with opportuni-
ties through a broad range of
deposit and loan products and
services. Built on Trust is not
just a tagline, but also one of
our guiding corporate values.
Whether a business or per-
sonal partnership, Cornerstone
stands on the foundation that
relationships are built on trust.
To learn about Cornerstone
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings, please
visit cornerstonebank.com or
call 800-939-9103.

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments e Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom E

Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured * Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Beautiful, Efficient,

Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS

| KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

508-784-1550:

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
-----------------------u

For Advertising Information, Gall 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

HURLEY
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,
Delivered
GREEN

$230 pzr corn
Call John at
508 958- 4350.

?}\;:ﬁ MIKE LAMBERT'S
("j\ PLUMBING &
3\ 3 HEATING INC.
Commercial,
Residential,
New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@GMAIL.COM

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

process for

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — The Dudley Board of Selectmen
has charged a new committee with seeking out
and recommending new group health insurance
plans and benefits for town employees.

The Insurance Advisory Committee includes
representation from the different town unions.
Selectmen approved the appointments on Nov.
2 and included Paul Konieczny of Worcester
County Retirement, Amanda Holmes of USW
with Brayden Cutler as alternate, Officer John
Glowacki with Sgt. Keith Remillard as an alter-
nate each representing the Dudley Police union,
Lt. Kevin Holstrom and Firefighter Todd Betts
as alternate for Local 4271 representing town
firefighters, and Kyle MacDonald of SEIU 888
with Brian Dorval as alternate.

Town Administrator Jonathan Ruda explained
the importance of the IAC’s role.

“The IAC will be brought in and work directly
with our independent healthcare consultant to
make a recommendation to the board to evaluate

BUILDER

1‘gﬂ“lﬂkﬁﬂﬁz§5

B+U+*I*L*D*E*R

INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING 4 DECKS

4 WINDOWS ¢ DOORS

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured

508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

what the best healthcare setup will be from the
town. That’s why we have representatives from
each union,” said Ruda.

While the IAC members were appointed
to terms that expire in 2028, Ruda anticipates
the committee moving quickly as deadlines
approach going into the new calendar year.

“There are some changes coming down with
healthcare the way it is, not just for the town but
throughout the country,” said Ruda. “It’s going
to be some rapid based decision making and
once those decisions are made, because they’re
all associated with deadlines coming up over the
winter and early spring, things will slow down
for the IAC.”

A final report and recommendation deadline
will be determined by the different healthcare
plans that are being evaluated by the IAC. Any
recommendations will need to go before the
Board of Selectmen for consideration.

Bids for a consultant were opened on Nov. 3
with five bidders submitting to the town. Ruda’s
office had yet to announce a winning bid as of
this writing.

LI

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford e
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\ LAWNMOWER.COM [

Home Improvementl§ IMASONRY

BONETTI’S s
Home Improvement %
Roofing MASONRY HARDSCAPE
Siding RETAINING WALLS
Decks OUTDOOR
Remodeling LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Windows Chimney Repair
Doors

Foundation Repair

Basement Finishing Steps, Patios

Gutters Cleaning

Pressure Washing Water Proofing
Painting Landscaping Stwalk\‘;,avs
one veneer
Over 25 Years Experience Brick and Block Work

Residential Specialist
esidential Specialis Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL#095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? B
2
BEB.
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Power Washing Craftsmanship
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Over 40+ Years Fine Faux Finishes
Experience Satisfaction
Guaranteed
508-764-8543 Free Estimates
774-230-8373 | 1774.452.0321
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LEGALS

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIALCOURT
Docket Number:25 SM 003318 Date
Filed: 10/29/2025 ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Raymond Fortin and to all per-
sons entitled to the benefit of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50
U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq) U.S. Bank
National Association, not in its indi-
vidual capacity but solely as Trustee
for RMTP Trust, Series 2021 Cottage-
TT-V claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real property
in Auburn, 2 Aleda Drive, given by
Raymond Fortin to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for Pacific Union Financial, LLC , dated
October 25,2018, and recorded or filed
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
59596, Page 152 has/have filed with
this court a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status. If you now
are, or recently have been, in the active
military service of the United States of
America, then you may be entitled to
the benefits of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act. If you object to a fore-
closure of the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and answer in this court at Three
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108
on or before 12/15/2025 or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of noncom-
pliance with the Act.

Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice
of this Court on 10/29/2025. Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder.
November 14, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P3746EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Helen Mary Hejwosz
Date of Death:09/30/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Nancy Sgariglia of Webster MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
ancy Sgariglia of Webster MA be ap-
pointed as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised admin-
istration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
11/25/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 29, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

November 14, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P3643EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Janice Marie Duffy
Date of Death:12/11/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed

by Heather M. Costello of Franklin
MA requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Heather M. Costello of Franklin MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
12/02/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 03, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

November 14, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO25P3318GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
In the matter of:
Janusz A. Melewski
Of: Webster, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has
been filed by Dr. Violette A Sobiech
of Shrewsbury MA in the above cap-
tioned matter alleging that Janusz A.
Melewski in need of a Guardian and
requesting that Dr. Violette A Sobiech
of Shrewsbury MA
(or some suitable person) be appointed
as Gaurdian to serve Without Surety
on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is disabled,
that theprotextive order or appointment
of Conservator is necessary, and that
the proposed conservator is appropri-
ate. The petition is on file with this court
and may contain a request for certain
specific authority.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
11/25/2025. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you.
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may
make this request on behalf of the
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 28, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
November 14, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE'S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Stella J. Derderian,
David W. Lovitt to Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., dated April 28, 2009 and record-

ed in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
44188, Page 154, of which mortgage
the undersigned is the present holder,
by assignment from:

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. to Specialized
Loan Servicing LLC, recorded on
August 2, 2022, in Book No. 68010, at
Page 250

for breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 12:00 PM on December
8, 2025, on the mortgaged premises
located at 21 Central Avenue, Dudley,
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all
and singular the premises described in
said mortgage,

TO WIT:

THE LAND IN DUDLEY, SAID
WORCESTER COUNTY, WITH THE
BUILDINGS THEREON BOUNDED
AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS, TO
WIT:

A CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL
OF LAND WITH THE BUILDINGS
THEREON STANDING SITUATED
IN THE EASTERLY PART OF SAID
DUDLBY IN THE MERINO VILLAGE,
SO-CALLED. AND IS BOUNDED AND
DESCRIBBD AS FOLLOWS, TO WIT:
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER THEREOF;

THENCE EASTERLY FORTY-TWO
(42) FEET BY LAND NOW OR
FORMERLY OF JOHN P. DZIURGOT
TO A STONE POST;

THENCE NORTHERLY  FIFTY
(50) FEET BY LAND OP SAID
DZIURGOTTO A STONE POST;
THENCE WESTERLY FIFTY-EIGHT
(58) FEET TO A STONE POST BY
THE ROAD BY LAND OF SAID
DZIURGOT;

THENCE ON SAID ROAD FIFTY
(50) FEET TO THE PLACE OF
BEGINNING.

A CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF
LAND SITUATED IN SAID DUDLEY IN
THE MERINO VILLAGE, SO-CALLED,
AND IS BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS, TO WIT; BEGINNING
AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF
SAID KEATING PREMISES AND AT
LAND OF SAID DZIURGOT;
THENCE RUNNING EASTERLY
THIRTY-ONE (31) FEET TO A STONE
POST AT LAND OF SAID DZIURGOT;
THENCE SOUTHERLY BY LAND OP
SAID DZIURGOT EIGHTY-ONE (81)
FEET TO A STONE POST,;

THENCE WESTERLY BY LAND OF
SAID DZUIRGOT ABOUT SEVENTY-
THREE (73) FEET TO THE ROAD;
THENCE BY SAID ROAD THIRTY-
ONE (31) FEET TO LAND OF SAID
KEATING;

THENCE BY SAID KEATING LAND
EASTERLY ABOUT FORTY-TWO (42)
FEET;

THENCE BY SAID KEATING LAND
ABOUTFIFTY (50) FEETNORTHERLY
TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING.

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed
recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 31910, Page 204.

These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions,
easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing
encumbrances of record which are
in force and are applicable, having
priority over said mortgage, whether
or not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens or
encumbrances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:

Adepositof Ten Thousand ($10,000.00)
Dollars by certified or bank check will
be required to be paid by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale. The
balance is to be paid by certified or
bank check at Harmon Law Offices,
P.C., 150 California St., Newton,
Massachusetts 02458, or by mail to
P.O. Box 610389, Newton Highlands,
Massachusetts 02461-0389, within
thirty (30) days from the date of sale.
Deed will be provided to purchaser for
recording upon receipt in full of the
purchase price. The description of the
premises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of an error in
this publication.

Other terms, if any, to be announced
at the sale.

NEWREZ LLC, SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO SPECIALIZED LOAN
SERVICING LLC, D/B/A SHELLPOINT
MORTGAGE SERVICING

Present holder of said mortgage

By its Attorneys,

HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.

150 California St.

Newton, MA 02458

(617)558-0500

24557

November 7, 2025

November 14, 2025

November 21, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. W025P3484GD
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor
In the interests of
Ariah Crowley
of East Douglas, MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of
a Minor filed by on 10/07/2025 by
Glendaliz Rosario-Gomez of
Douglas, MA
James Gomez of East Douglas, MA
will be held 11/12/2025 08:30 AM
Guardianship of Minor Hearing
Located Worcester Probate & Family
Court
2. Response to Petition: You may
respond by filing a written response to
the Petition or by appearing in person
at the hearing. If you choose to file a
written response, you need to:
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at
least five (5) business days before the
hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a
parent of the minor child who is the
subject of this proceeding you have a
right to be represented by an attorney.
If you want an attorney and cannot af-
ford to pay for one and if you give proof
that you are indigent, an attorney will
be assigned to you. Your request for an
attorney should be made immediately
by filling out the Application of Appoint-
ment of Counsel form. Submit the ap-
plication form in person or by mail at
the court location where your case is
going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing:
A minor over age 14 has the right to
be present at any hearing, unless the
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s
best interests.
ORDER TO PETITIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this
Notice and the Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more
years of age and not the petitioner),
the guardian, the parents of the minor,
and any other person if ordered by the
Court, at least fourteen (14) days prior
to the hearing date listed above. Ser-
vice must be made by the sheriff,
constable, or other person appoved
by the Court.
If service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party. IT
IS ORDERED that copies of this No-
tice and the Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor be served on
the interested party by leaving at and
mailing by regular first class mail to
last and usual place of residence of the
interested party at least fourteen (14)
days prior to the date of hearing listed
above.
If the identity of whereabouts of an
interested party is not known, IT IS
FURTHER ORDERED that copies of
this Notice and Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served
on all interested persons at least four-
teen (14) days prior to the hearing
date by mailing first class mail and by
publishing a copy of the Order and No-
tice once in Webster Times, Webster
publication to be at least Seven (7)
days prior to the hearing date.
If required, service on the United
States Veteran Administration and the
Department of Children and Families
may be accomplished by regular first
class mail at least Seven (7) days prior
to the hearing.
THIS IS ALEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect
your rights has been scheduled. If you
do not understand this notice or other
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice.
Date: October 8, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
November 14, 2025

East

For Legal Advertising
Information
Call
508-909-4127
email:
legals(@
stonebridge press.

Nnews
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OBITUARIES

Alice K. Walker

OXFORD - Alice
K. Walker, of Oxford,
Massachusetts, passed

peacefully surrounded by
her family on November
2, 2025. Mrs. Walker
was predeceased by her
husband James H. Walker,
her son James H. Walker
Junior, sister Agnes
Woolsey, and brother John Kulungian.

Alice leaves three sons, David (Marie)
and sons Christopher (Cristin) and sons Kevin
James and Dylan, Jonathan (Jessica) and son
Benjamin, daughters Elizabeth, Samantha
and Catherine. Brian (Joanne Winsor) and
son Jason, Michael (Soundouss) and daughter
Zahra and her brother Harold Kulungian. Along
with many nieces and nephews.

Alice was elected as the Town of Oxford’s
first women Selectman serving from 1980-
1994.

Born in Worcester, Massachusetts, on
September 21, 1928, the eldest daughter of
David and Zevert Kulungian. Alice with
her brothers and sister were raised by Mary
Richardson of Milbury Road, Oxford, Mass,
after her mother became ill. She met her future
husband, James Walker, as a member of the
choir at the First Congregational Church.

While raising their four sons, Alice held
positions in local businesses, colleges, church-
es, and local government. Alice gained college

level experience at State Mutual, worked as the
Parish Secretary for St. Matthews Episcopal
Church, and worked at South Worcester
Neighborhood Improvement Corporation and
Worcester Poly Tech Career Development
Center for thirteen years.

The Walkers cared for fourteen foster chil-
dren, worked to improve the foster care system
and participated in the Fresh Air Program
allowing inner city children to spend time in a
rural community. They also hosted international
students and welcomed a German refugee fami-
ly into their home.

Upon retirement the Walkers started
Walker’s Greenery featuring “choose and cut”
Christmas trees, daylilies, and perennials.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday
November 15, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. at the
First Congregational Church, 355 Main Street,
Oxford, followed by a luncheon downstairs
in the fellowship hall from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00
p.m. A private graveside service will be held at
North Cemetery in Oxford.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made
to The James H. Walker, Jr. Memorial Fund
in care of the First Congregational Church
of Oxford and would be greatly appreciat-
ed. Donations may be mailed to the First
Congregational Church, P.O. Box 0585, 355
Main Street, Oxford, MA 01540-1731.

Paradis-Givner Funeral Home Oxford is
directing the arrangements. Please visit par-
adisfuneralhome.com for the complete obituary.

Jozef Siuzdak, 76

DUDLEY — Jézef
“Joe” Siuzdak, age 76,
passed from earthly life
into eternity on Sunday,
November 2, 2025, at
home in the loving pres-
ence of his devoted wife.
He is survived by his wife
of thirty-six years, Anna,
and their son, Christopher.
He leaves several siblings in the United States
and Poland: Maria Gnida, Mieczyslaw Siuzdak,
Krystyna Zdeb, and Stanislawa Sarzynska.
He also leaves numerous nieces and neph-
ews. He was predeceased by his sister, Anna,
who professed vows in the Congregation
of Missionary Sisters of Christ the King.
Joe was born in Wola Zarczycka, Poland,
to the late Franciszek and Zofia Siuzdak.

He immigrated to the United States in
1981. He worked as a machinist at A&M
Tool and Design in Southbridge for over thir-
ty years. He was known for an incredibly
strong work ethic and attention to detail. At
home, he enjoyed cultivating a vegetable gar-
den, which evoked his agrarian upbringing.
His funeral was held on Tuesday, November
4, with a Mass at 10:30 A.M. in Saint Joseph’s
Basilica, 53 Whitcomb Street, Webster.
Visitation took place one hour preceding the
Mass at the main entrance of the Basilica in the
Chapel of Our Lady of Czestochowa starting at
9:30 A.M. Interment followed at Saint Joseph’s
Garden of Peace, Webster. Funeral arrange-
ments are under the direction of Sitkowski,
Malboeuf & Hickey Funeral Home, 340 School
Street, Webster. www.websterfunerals.com

LEGALS

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P3767EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Wayne D Sperring
Date of Death: 08/24/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Lynne Johnson of Ellenton FL re-
questing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Lynne Johnson of Ellenton FL be ap-
pointed as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised admin-
istration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your

attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
11/25/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 29, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

November 14, 2025
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Kathryn L. Ward

Kathryn L. Ward of
Webster passed on from
this world on November
6, 2025, surrounded by
close family relatives &
friends. On October 22,
1947 Charles D. and
Elizabeth B. (Orlowski)
Ward welcomed their only
daughter. In the earlier
years Kathy grew up in the Thompson area
of Connecticut, graduating from Tourtellotte
High School. Being a Navy brat the family
moved around and finally settled in central
Florida. After high school Kathy continued
her education and graduated from Providence
College earning her law degree. It was then that
Attorney Kathryn L. Ward started her career
working for the FDIC in Washington DC while
living in Falls Church, Virginia. This is where
she became close lifetime friends with Michael
Calhoun (deceased) along with “the kids” and
Cara & Stephen Dobbins.

Retiring at an early age, Kathryn volun-
teered time at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu, NM
then Stony Point Center in Stony Point NY.
When she finally decided to settle down, she
came back to the area where she was born.

Her retirement years didn’t slow her down.
She celebrated her 70th birthday by throwing
an old English Tea party, then on her 75th, a
party was held at the Mohegan Bowling Alley,
both of which were highly attended. She was
an active bowler in the Tuesday night’s Rick
Social League on her team the Alley Katz.
Joey Saad, Darren Mello & Rich Girouard had
been teammates for nearly 10 years. She also
bowled in the Thursday Morning Ladies Coffee
League. She was involved with the Pearle L.
Memorial Library, very often checking out
books weekly to satisfy her desire & love of
reading. While there she discovered the book
club and the quilting group that she fondly

enjoyed. She was an active pitch player on
Thursday nights at the 200 Sportsman Club
along with her partner Deborah Beando who,
together, travelled to Ireland & Scotland in
2024. On Wednesday nights she played pitch at
Golden Heights and was always tempted by the
goodies that her friend Susan Smichinski made.
In 2023 she was elected to be a Commissioner
on the Webster Housing Authority and was
instrumental in many policy changes to better
serve the community.

Kathryn hosted all Holiday meals. Prior to
allowing anyone to be seated, she gathered
everyone together to hold hands and expressed
gratitude for all they had and for all who were
present. Those who will always be so dear to
her are her cousin Joseph G. Saad II and his
son & family Alexander & Kristen Zegarra and
daughters Savannah & Aubrey and with her
cousin and Goddaughter Linda M Dubuque and
her son David Dubuque.

Kathryn was predeceased by her parents,
a sister-in-law Nilsa (Marty) and a niece
Kimberly (Pete). She leaves behind 2 brothers
and their children. Peter and Patricia Ward
of Oakland, Florida along with their children
Kenneth Strickland Jr and Christine Rummel.
Charles Martin (Marty) Ward and his wife
Adalgiza of Deltona, Florida along with his
children Sharli Ward and Tamara Cedre. She
had a total of 9 great nieces & nephews.

Kathryn’s funeral will be held at 10:00
am on Saturday, November 15 at the Bartel
Funeral Home, 33 Scholfield Avenue, Dudley
MA. Burial will be in St. Anthony of Padua
Cemetery, Webster, MA. Calling hours will
be Friday, November 14 from 6 to 8 PM and
Saturday from 9 tol0 AM at Bartel Funeral
Home, 33 Schofield Avenue, Dudley, MA.

Donations may be made in Kathryn’s memo-
ry to the American Cancer Society or St. Jude’s
Children Hospital. www.bartelfuneralhome.
com

news

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge A
Press, PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550, o’
or by e-mail to obits@stonebridgepress.

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

I e e s e e

9.536-SE-FISTORITCOFFICE BUILDRNES

|
| FOR SALE

O

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

. Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN

Principal

508-769-5007
jglickman@glickmankovago.com

. Listing price: $450,000

. Building size: 9,536 SF

. Lot size: 13,939 SF

. Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
. Basement: partial | Unfinished

JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Vice President

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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WILDCATS

continued from page Al

future teams to follow. They
were also the first team to
defeat both Auburn and
Uxbridge in the same season,
proving their ability to rise

to every challenge. With a
remarkable five total victories
on the season, the Wildcats
not only secured the school’s
best record but also established
the highest-scoring offense
ever in program history. To
top it off, the team remained
undefeated at home (3-0) and

more importantly, they laid the
foundation for future Wildcats
teams to build on this new
standard of success.

The 2025 Wildcats leave
behind a footprint of hard
work, discipline, and heart.
From improving attendance
and accountability to setting

new program records, this
team showed what’s possible
when commitment meets cul-
ture.

On behalf of the WMS
Wildcat football players and
coaching staff, we would
like to extend our very best
to Coach L’s Bartlett High

School football team as their
players and coaches prepare
to take on the defending state
champions West Boylston
Lions. The Indians will com-
pete for the Massachusetts
State Championship on Friday
night in West Boylston. We are
proud of your hard work and

are cheering you on through-
out the way.

Football has found its heart-
beat in Webster again. Good
Luck Indians.

FUNDING

continued from page Al

in May approved funding for
the rest of the 2025 calendar
year but going into January
they’ll have to find a way
to continue to fund the mit-
igation which could involve
using stabilization funding
which itself requires a two
thirds vote at town meeting.
Another option could be uti-
lizing Emerging Contaminants
in Small or Disadvantaged
Communities (EC-SDC)
grant funds which the town
has applied for through the
Department of Environmental
Protection Bureau of Water

Resources Clean Drinking
Water Program. While the
town has yet to secure the
funds, officials are hopeful
that the potential grant, which
could total as much as a mil-
lion dollars, can help cover the
mitigation costs.

“The Town Administrator’s
Office has presented the proj-
ect and is finalizing the appli-
cation with DEP. We’re work-
ing with the DEP to determine
whether one-time remediation
costs are eligible and whether
the grant can be split between
construction and mitigation,”
Ruda said. “We are confident
that the project meets eligibili-
ty criteria for qualifying costs.

If the grant cannot be applied
to mitigation, the Town will
need to consider alternative
options—either a withdraw-
al from stabilization (requir-
ing a two thirds vote of Town
Meeting) or a new borrowing
article.”

Any town meeting to consid-
er alternative funding methods
will depend on when Dudley
hears back about the grant.
Regardless, Ruda made it clear
that due to an agreement with
local company Gentex, who is
splitting the cost of mitigation
with the town, and mandates
by the state, Dudley will need
to find a way to fund its obli-
gations.

FINAN

continued from page Al

Shannon participated in many
camping trips, hikes, train-
ings, and community service
projects. She earned numer-
ous merit badges and awards,
including the National Outdoor
Award for camping, the World
Conservation Award, and the
religious knot for earning
the Ad Altare Dei and Pope
Pious XII emblems. She also

Town-to-Town

served as a den chief. Outside
of scouts, Shannon has par-
ticipated in the We the People
competition and Model UN,
been a member of the National
Society of High School
Scholars, and had her artwork
displayed in a teen exhibit at
the Worcester Art Museum.
She also volunteers at her
parish’s community breakfast.
Finan is currently a student
at Assumption University —
she is interested in studying
criminology and sociology and

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

hopes to become a lawyer.

Troop 163 is a Scouting
America troop for girls ages
11-17. The troop is based in
Sturbridge but has members
across southern Worcester
County. The aims of the
troop are character develop-
ment, citizenship, fitness, and
leadership. To learn more
about scouting or Troop 163,
email troopl163sturbridge@
gmail.com.

™

“Both the town and Gentex
remain under a DEP order
to maintain PFAS mitigation
via Point of Entry Treatment
(POET) systems until the new
waterline is operational. Those
compliance  requirements
remain in place, so risks still
exist if mitigation lapses,”
Ruda said. “The town con-
tinues to work closely with
DEP and consultant, Weston
& Sampson, to ensure unin-
terrupted compliance and to
avoid enforcement issues.”

If Dudley receives the
EC-SDC Grant, the remain-
der not utilized for mitigation
would go towards a portion of
the waterline project deemed

ineligible for the no-interest
State Revolving Fund loan and
thus subject to a projected 4.5
to 5 percent interest rate in the
borrowing.

Speaking of the waterline,
Ruda clarified that there has
yet to be any confirmed agree-
ment with Gentex on any cost
sharing for that project, but the
town is making headway now
that the borrowing has been
approved.

“The DEP has deemed both
the town and Gentex Optics
Inc. as potential responsible
parties for PFAS in private
wells and we have worked
cooperatively throughout mit-
igation,” Ruda said, adding,

“We anticipate that same spir-
it of cooperation to continue
as we negotiate a cost-shar-
ing agreement to define each
party’s responsibilities for the
waterline installation. Both are
expected to contribute 50 per-
cent of the total cost, which is
approximately $8.22 million
each.”

The timeline for the project
should see as much as 90 per-
cent of the design completed
by February and the project
going to bid in November of
2026. Construction is expected
to start in 2027 and complete
by summer 2028, with site res-
toration expected to conclude
the following year.

Bartlett High School
wins $75,000 Skills
Capital Grant!

WEBSTER — Exciting
news! Bartlett High School
has been awarded a $75,000
Skills Capital Grant to sup-
port our Innovation Career
Pathways (ICP) and Chapter
74 Marketing programs. This

grant is part of the $13.5 mil-
lion awarded by the Healey-
Driscoll Administration to
expand hands-on learning
and access to cutting-edge
technology in schools across
Massachusetts. The funding

will help Bartlett continue
preparing students for success
in high-demand industries
like advanced manufacturing,
health care, and marketing.

Bartlett High School

CLASSIFIEDS
174-200-7308
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WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,

Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David

(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

Devereux Therapeutic

Foster Care. . 56
(508)829-6769 \
S
Devercux | (P\er€

WAR RELICS &

FOSTER WAR SOUVENIERS
PARENTS WANTED:
WANTED:

Flags, Uniforms, etc.
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Reach More ™
JocalApplicants

Emailzads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:{774)200-7308
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Zyon
Age 11
Registration #7396

ahead.

Massachusetts.

To learn more about adoption from

'S @hila o

Zyon is a sweet, clever, and funny
kid who lights up any room they en-
ter. Those who know Zyon describe
them as curious, loving, and full of en-
ergy, while Zyon describes themself
as thoughtful, empathetic, and caring.
What makes Zyon truly unique is their
deep compassion for others—an ex-
traordinary empathy that shines even
in the face of past challenges. They are
often described as “wise beyond their
years” and have a remarkable ability to
support and uplift those around them.
Zyon thrives when engaging in crea-
tive activities. They love all kinds of
arts and crafts, especially projects that
involve building, designing, and prob-
lem-solving. Whether working with Le-
gos, building blocks, or puzzles, Zyon’s
imagination and determination always
come through. They also enjoy draw-

ing, painting, writing stories, and expressing their love of superheroes—
using art and writing as powerful tools for self-expression and storytelling.
Zyon proudly identifies these creative outlets as some of their greatest
strengths. Outside of their artistic passions, Zyon enjoys playing Pokémon
and Super Smash Brothers, spending time outdoors, and exploring new
adventures. Though they haven’t yet chosen a specific dream for the fu-
ture, Zyon’s big imagination and open-mindedness show that they’re on
an exciting path of self-discovery—ready to explore the many possibilities

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22550199734
Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’'t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.

foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-

sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.
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announces honor roll

WEBSTER — Bartlett High School has
released its honor roll for the first quarter of the
2024-2025 school year.

Grade 12

High Honor: Chloe Drisco,
Krasnecky, Travis Russell

Honor: Zayah Barjolo, Jayden Blaisdell,
Nathan Cole, Marievelise Collazo, Niel Duszlak,
Ethan Gomes, Georgia LaPierre, Josephine
Medina, Eryk Piwowarczyk, Aubrie Regan
Rosado, Lawrence Smith, Luis Villa Jeres, Luigi
Villegas, Lilliana Wirf

Annalisa

Grade 11

High Honor: Oluwatose Edebiri, Michael
Stawiecki

Honor: Caden Case, Nathan Casper, MaKayla
Chauvin, Daysha Collins, Cameren Forsythe,
Brayden Greene, Omar Medina Perez, Megan
Milligan, Morgan Minor, Teagan Napolitano,
Kathryn Nascimento, Dhyey Patel, Irelyn Pottle,

Gabriela Ramos Rivera, Tyler Whiting

Grade 10

High Honor: Alexander Baker, Natalia Dos
Santos, Jordan Miller, Angel Sarfo

Honor: Matthew Czernicki, Allan De Belli,
Willow Dennis, Calee Gardner, Gioana Louis
Jean, Elijah McKenna, Kaylee Podles, Joey
Ramirez, Lindsey Ramsey, Kristie Remillard,
Don Ta, Julia Urato

Grade 9

High Honor: Emma Farrar, Yaran Gonon,
Mason Grzyb, Jordyn Marin Caceres, Makayla
Place, Liana Porto De Luca, Amira Seddiki

Honor: Erica Amakpa, Tyler Brunet, Riley
Chambers, Raiza Colon Ramirez, Joshua Drew,
Norma Elmaola, Lamar Kaifa, Aydin Lassiter,
Mya Leatham, Weston Mulready, Patricia
Paglalunan, Jazhel Jaireh Portante, Aoife
Pyke, Jordan Reeves, Adreanna Rose, Anthony
Thomas, Devontay Vega

Gladys E. Kelly Library
launches oral history project

WEBSTER — The Gladys E. Kelly Public
Library is spearheading an oral history project
this fall. In order to capture stories of Webster
as a booming industrial town, the Library is
looking for interviewees to share their experi-
ences of working in the mills from the 1950’s
through the 1970’s. Beyond mill experience,
they are also looking for children of millworkers
or folks that remember Main Street Webster and
the night life or social scene. Please help spread
the word and reach out to those you know who
have memories from this era!

The Library is collaborating with Nichols
College, the Webster Senior Center, and Samuel
Slater Experience to produce a video compi-
lation of the recorded interviews, to be show-
cased at several locations in April 2026. Dates
of the screenings will be announced at a later
date.

If you are interested in participating, please
contact Evan Hale at 508-949-3880, ext. 1056,
or ehale@cwmars.org.

Dudley invites community
to annual tree lighting

DUDLEY — Dudley invites the community to its Annual Tree Lighting at 6 p.m. Dec. 4 at the
Dudley Municipal Complex, 71 West Main St.
Holiday music and warm cheer will greet all for the seasonal celebration that will include crafts,
pizza, hot cocoa and sweet treats.
A little Christmas magic is expected when Santa arrives atop his big, red firetruck sleigh to visit
with the wee ones.

- Do we have your

amassive impact on awareness, trust, and effectiveness
of its associated advertising. Media attention scores as applied
to reqular consumers of each medium, with print newspapers
topping the table with a score of 80%, followed by regional
print newspapers (76%). www. StonebridgePress.com

attention?

Print Advertising is a

very powerful medium and can
deliver strongly for you business.
Consumer immersion in trusted content has




www.StonebridgePress.com Friday, November 14,2025 « STONEBRIDGE PRESS ¢ 15

m L= Al rﬂ u.........,m

REAL ESTATE

hope2own.com ,)E(\ Featuned Listing

508.943.4333 V ‘B DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE ( j<
SW peggd‘a . 0“‘,,% gfmém . 55 2 -FAMILY offers 2,354 SF of living area! 2 Large Apartments, 5 Spaclous
Licensed in MA, CT & RI P A
REAL ESTATE GROUP We Want B
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 P | ; i Zepdt
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! Your Listi ngs. ==

' . Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural
light that flows into these apartments! 2nd fir apt has a private enclosed rear

w - ’/—\(-) 7%:“% :M JMc 0 (ﬂ
3502 Ritldeen Toland (1) />( )
. )< WEBSTER - 19 FIRST STREET
A 3 s
{

_ WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD
’\, NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style
Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Webster
s nq Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat
Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at this
Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Wood
Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic Tile Floors
in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/
Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr, Dou-
ble-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/
Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Central
AC! Garage $649,900.

| WATERFORD GT 20 AVERY LN.

Beautifully updated
; farmhouse - 5 min. to
. the ocean. Nothing to
do just to move in!! 2
bed, 2 bath New Heat-
. ing System, Central

. Air! Huge shed & deck!
. Oversized garage.
3/4+ acre.

roof to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $399,900.
sy Y

entry with it’s own outside covered porch. Updates were done to electric &
PANOHAMIG VIEWS!

3

i =" =5 ..
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Bring an open mind to this unique property & let your creative design ideas flow! This
one level 1,040 sf, 3 BR home is reminiscent of an English Country Cottage! It evokes
. ) o a cozy, rustic, lived-in vibe. The overall aesthetic is one of practical comfort, collect-
+ ready home w/1,700+/- sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/living W/ eq charm and a relaxed, slightly whimsical atmosphere. Key characteristics include

cathedral ceilings + wall of windows. Primary suite w/private bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 2nd Full
bath. Lower level family room w/walkout to water. Wraparound deck, new vinyl railings, terraced

spacious rooms, hardwood floors, a primary BR with sliders to a very private deck,
$304,900

yard, sandy beach, professional landscaping. Many updates. $775,000 retractable awnings, replacement windows, etc. Move right in! assisted sale s365 000
On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
WEBSTER LAKE

31 Bayview!! Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd Webster Lake Waterfront
43 WEBSTER  LAKE 8 Long Island
= WATERFRONT! Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Annque Island

WATERFRONT LIS'ITNG| KILLDEER RD

f Cottage, with Rare Boal House Included! Extremely Unique,
‘| JUST SIMPLY AN g CIeagoﬁ Well Malnta;a?dcwqod
|NcRED|BLE OP. ‘ ern veniences w/the Charm
Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms,
PORTUNITY! OVER F BRs, in ”f Bathslwuaad::em
00rs! Fireplace w/Woot
31 '000 SQ FT OF Stove, Wrap-Around Screened
LAND!  Summer EOﬁIIIéHLg oﬁt:uiléﬁng& W/F#(n
e a jower/Laun 0l
- Cottage on 9482 ; ‘ shop. Patio! Town Wir/Swr +
A T - . SF of land.. ‘ £ 52"%; Wellw fo‘L oﬁm‘l’o;a&:%
Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/ Panoran-“c View, from this abso|ute|y |0Ve|y home 2600 +/_ sF 3+ assisted sale e ¥ % = g " ison Water Use! 14,
o i vel.Gotrl i, Lowet vl autional 2 beroos et bonus famiyroom,  Bedls, 2 full batl,1s 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37 $1,199,900 R S Level Lot ""&%55';.,0‘:,‘

summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51 of sandy beachfront! $799,000. Acl'es' Sandy Waterfl'ontl $1 1 00 000
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Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 5
Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i{’
[Bys Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y
- ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
CHARLTON- DUDLEY- 2 Acres ($745,000) or
Best Neighborhood in Town 7 Acres w/additional Lot $875,000
g | *24° Great
Room
_ *2.5baths

* Quartz
ounter and
enter Island

6 2nd street Brookfield - Nanatomqua $190,000

Buyer could not fulfill their purchase so we are back on the market - 2 bed/2 bath mobile in highly sought after S E:;;T-w T in Kitchen
Nanatomqua Mobile Home Park. Luxury vinyl plank floors, bed and bath at each end. Eat-in kitchen, oversized *Oversized Garage * 3 Full Baths *2 Fireplaces *Upgraded
living room with electronic blinds and built-ins. All new windows throughout. Furnace only 2-3 years old. Park *Central Air *Central Vac Fixtures
share $17,250 included in list price. Monthly lot rent $210 includes water, sewer, taxes, road maintenance and *Recent Roof *1.4 Acres - througout
trash removal. Whole house generac generator, shed. Covered deck with handicap ramp. $250 share transfer 27 W. Applewood Drive $615,000 126 Old Southbridge Rd *Privacy!!!
fee paid to the park at closing by seller . 2 WARREN
SOUTHBRIDGE/ | LEICESTER- aria Roed FREE
$409,900 aria Ree
DUDLEY — > omes | Made it Happen
30.2 Acres : & o 3 for Her Buyer HOMEBUYER
753’ Frontage B By
I. C R I E 4 Potential House CLASS
iIsalCaroniReallEstate LS Lots = 11-23-25
Broker, Owne|: GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO | Great Recreational *Solar = & e Seating Limite d
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506 Land- “Heat Pumps Call Maria for Call Jo-Ann Szymczak
Cell : 508-341-8299 Wooded and g | BuverRepresentation 77, 2305044
. . cre Lo -873-
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com Private 2 Victor Ave 134 Nelligan Terrace| ~ Forareservation
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Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
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Saint Joseph School celebrates

WEBSTER — On Oct. 31, the
Saint Joseph School community gath-
ered at Saint Joseph Basilica to cele-
brate the Solemnity of All Saints—a
holy day dedicated to honoring all
who have attained heaven. This cher-
ished tradition invites students to
reflect on the lives of the saints and
to follow their example of holiness,
service, and love for God.

This year’s Mass was organized
by the fifth-grade students under the
direction of their teacher, Mrs. Susan
Gallivan. In preparation for the cele-
bration, the students each researched
a saint, learning about their virtues,
challenges, and contributions to the
Church. They then prepared written
reflections and presentations to share
with their classmates, deepening their
understanding of what it means to live

a life of faith.

When All Saints Day arrived, the
fifth-grade students joyfully processed
into the Basilica dressed as their cho-
sen saints. They also took on leader-
ship roles during the liturgy — Aaliyah
Andersen and Carson Krajcik pro-
claimed the readings; Charlie
Cyr and Cameron Blodgettled the
Prayer of the Faithful; and Julian
Gibbons, Julie-Ann McCracken,
Persefoni Zoi Sgouritsas, Luke
Zeglen, and Faye Derrypresented the
Offertory Gifts.

Rev. Richard Polek, Pastor and
Headmaster of Saint Joseph School,
was the celebrant of the Mass. During
his memorable homily —which began
in complete darkness—he reminded
students that Jesus is our light. He
explained that just as pumpkins shine

Restaurant « Bar « Banquet

et

1992 Victory Hwy (Rt 102)
Glendale, RI'» 401-568-6996

OPEN: Thur 4-9pm, Fri 4-10pm, Sat 4-10pm, Sun 12-8pm
_f BELLARESTAURANTANDBANQUET.COM

Every Thursday and Sunday We Offer:

Book
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HOLIDAY
PARTIES
NOW!
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ROAST BEEF

with bread, salad, pasta & potato

$23.005;

not applicable for
larger parties
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All Saints Day W1t falthand Joy

m

Courtesy

Saint Joseph School fifth-grade students stand proudly on the altar of Saint Joseph Basilica
following the school’s All Saints Day Mass and presentations. Dressed as the saints they
researched and portrayed, the students hold illustrations representing their chosen holy
figures. Joining them is Rev. Richard Polek, Pastor and Headmaster, who celebrated the Mass
and delivered a memorable homily reminding students that Jesus is our light and that we are

called to be lights for others.

on doorsteps during Halloween, we,
too, are called to shine brightly for
others. Fr. Richard encouraged stu-
dents to consider how they can make
their school, families, and the world a
better place.

“How can we shine?” he asked.
“By telling others about the goodness
of God, by smiling, and by saying
kind words—small things that bring
bright light, too.”

As he spoke, Fr. Richard reached
into his cassock and pulled out a
small flashlight, shining it toward the
students as a symbol of how one light
can lead the way. He reminded every-
one to be witnesses to Jesusand to live
by God’s commands, even when the
world seems dark.

“Just like when the power goes
out,” he said, “be lights as you go
through your neighborhoods tonight
while trick-or-treating.”

As he finished, the lights in the

Basilica came back on, filling the
church with warmth and awe as stu-
dents and teachers reflected on the
message.

Following the Mass, the stu-
dents brought their saints to life
for the entire student body, sharing
what they had learned and offer-
ing short presentations about the
holy men and women they repre-
sented. Saints included: Aaliyah
Anderson — Saint Elizabeth Ann
Seton, Stella Andreotta — Saint Kateri
Tekakwitha, Sophia Bengtson — Saint
Lydia Purpuraria, Julia Biela — Saint
Katharine Drexel, Cameron Blodgett—
Saint John Neumann, Christopher
Bourgeois — Pope Gregory the

Great, Samuel Brunnett — Saint
Damien, Cecilia Coan - Saint
Cecilia, Ariel Corbin - Saint

Brigid, Charlie Cyr — Saint Isaac
Jogues, Faye Derry — Saint Catherine
of Bologna, Julian Gibbons — Saint

Francis de Sales, Michael Kamangu —
Venerable Fulton Sheen, Carson
Krajcik — Saint John la Lande, Julia-
Ann  McCracken -  Dorothy
Day, Mia Reed — Mary, Mother of
God, Persefoni Zoi Sgouritsas — Saint
Marianne Cope, Rylan Shemansky —
Our Lady of Peace, Anna Wozniak —
Saint Dorothy, Luke Zeglen — Saint
Francis of Assisi.

Through their research and pre-
sentations, the students demonstrated
not only their growing knowledge
but also their faith in action—mod-
eling the virtues of courage, kind-
ness, and devotion. This annual
tradition reminds us that the saints
are living examples of how we are
all called to holiness, and it beauti-
fully reflects Saint Joseph School’s
mission of Religion, Respect, and
Responsibility.

For Advertising Information,Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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