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Knox Trail Middle School’s National Junior Honor Society worked hard to support important causes in their community. One of their efforts included
raising money for Second Chance Animal Shelter by selling Pops that students could purchase at lunch. This donation helped provide much-needed
financial support for animals in need. In addition, both staff and students at Knox Trail generously donated items such as food, toys, and supplies to
benefit the animals at the shelter. NJHS members also helped hang flyers around the school to encourage more staff and students to bring in dona-
tions for Second Chance Animal Shelter. Their combined efforts made a meaningful difference by improving the lives of many rescued pets. Beyond
helping local animals, NJHS members are currently working hard on processing care packages for soldiers in need.
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North Brookfield schools look toward the future

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The North
Brookfield school district is looking toward
the future, examining how the town can
evolve to maintain student enrollment and
continue as a standalone district.

Part of that effort is a series of initiatives
collectively referred to as Reimagine NBPS
(North Brookfield Public Schools). Over
the last two months Superintendent Timothy
McCormick has presented details regarding
the early efforts to determine a path forward
for the district’s two schools that provides
what students, parents, and shareholders want
most from the education experience.

McCormick provided identical presenta-
tions at two School Committee meetings,
most recently on May 11 as the committee
welcomed its newest members, showcasing
what research has been conducted to date and
what was still on the horizon for charting the
future of North Brookfield schools.

It all started back in March, when six listen-
ing sessions gave district leaders insight into
what employees and educators hoped to see
from this evolution. They also spoke directly
with staff members who wanted to provide
input outside of a group setting.

“Ultimately, this was the starting point.
This was to gather some conversation, some
ideas from staff members about what they

like about the district now and what they
feel we can do better,” McCormick told the
school committee. “We wanted to identify
themes across the district and across these
conversations. We want to then develop stra-
tegic priorities and then bring it to the next
step in talking with our families and greater
community about what do they feel we can
do to make this district the best we can be.”

The process has put a focus on four major
areas: programmatic opportunities, student
experience, partnerships, and structures &
systems, exploring where the district has
already excelled and where the schools can
continue to grow to meet the demands and
needs of the students.

Looking at the schools from an educational
perspective, some of the notable interests are
expanding arts and trades, a focus on more
real-life skills like home economics, cook-
ing, and personal finances, world languages,
STEM enrichment, expanding honors and
advanced placement options, enhanced career
readiness and early college opportunities, and
more.

“One thing the staff did talk about is if
we’re looking to phase in AP courses we
should also look to phase in dual enrollment
opportunities for our kids — It’s really about
finding a partner that can support our stu-
dents,” said McCormick

Discussions have also involved how to
enhance the student experience. Creating a

more welcoming environment for kids to
start their day, incorporating more clubs,
celebrations, student inclusion opportunities,
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Spencer Memorial
Day parade kicks
off at 9 am.

SPENCER — Gaudette-Kirk American
Legion Post #138, will hold its Memorial
Day Parade and Service on Monday, May 25,
starting at the legion and ending at the Isaac
L. Prouty Memorial Park.

The Memorial Day Parade will take place
on Monday, May 25 at 9 a.m. The parade
route will start at the American Legion and
proceed down Main Street, a left onto Elm
Street, a left on to Chestnut, left on to Maple
Street back to Main Street and end at Issac L.
Prouty Memorial Park.

Memorial Day services will take place
on Monday, May 25 at the Isaac L. Prouty
Memorial Park immediately following the
parade. We welcome all groups, youth groups
and organizations to participate in the parade
and attend this year’s services. For more
information, please contact me at the infor-
mation listed below.

Leicester Elementary School PTO donates

Foundation.
Communication

Swift. With support from the
PTO, the board was purchased
and donated through the Flutie

dinate the movements needed
for speech. Donovan currently
communicates using limited ver-
bal speech, sign language, and a
high-tech communication device.

communication board to Integrated Preschool

boards

LEICESTER — On Monday,
the Leicester Integrated Preschool
held a ribbon-cutting ceremony
to celebrate the installation of a
new playground communication
board, an important addition that
will help ensure all students can

engage, connect, and communi-
cate during play.

The project was made possible
through the collaborative efforts
of Tracy Rodwill, secretary of
the Leicester Elementary School
PTO, and preschool Speech-

Language Pathologist Sarah

like this provide students with
speech and language challenges,
including those with Childhood
Apraxia of Speech, autism, or
other communication needs, a
way to express themselves on
the playground. By offering visu-
al symbols and language sup-
ports, the board helps give every
child a voice during unstructured
playtime, fostering inclusion and
meaningful peer interaction.

For Rodwill, this proj-
ect is especially personal. Her
son, Donovan, a student in the
Leicester Integrated Preschool,
has been diagnosed with
Childhood Apraxia of Speech,
a neurological disorder that
affects the brain’s ability to coor-

The addition of the playground
communication board will pro-
vide him and other students like
him with greater opportunities
to communicate and participate
alongside their peers during play.

“I’m so thankful that, as a com-
munity, we were able to provide
a more inclusive play experience
for all children,” Rodwill shared.

The Leicester Elementary
School community is proud to
support initiatives that prioritize
inclusion and belonging. The
PTO continues to play a vital role
in enhancing student experienc-
es, demonstrating the powerful
impact of dedicated volunteers
working together to support both
students and staff.

Friday, May 22, 2020

Spencer
voters
approve
firefighter
funding,
deny school
budget
override

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — Spencer held its
annual election on May 12 select-
ing new town leadership while
also addressing two significant
Proposition 2 % override funding
questions on the ballot.

The election not only chose new
selectmen and a new moderator,
but much of the focus was on
two questions that sought to secure
funding for firefighters and the
school district budget respectively.
The question to support firefighters
passed while the school override
was voted down.

Question 1 sought to secure an
override totaling $368,390 to con-
tinue to fund four existing firefight-
er positions within the Spencer Fire
Department. It passed by a margin
of 898 to 619. The firefighters are
currently funded by a grant which
is set to expire. The override vote
secures money to maintain these
positions in the town’s budget.

Question 2 sought a second
override for $264456 to sup-
port the Spencer East Brookfield
School budget. That question saw
the almost exact opposite result of
the firefighter override with 626
voting “yes” and 890 voting “no”.
This will force the school district
to proceed with a budget confined
by the limitations of Proposition
2 % likely necessitating cuts to
stay within that tax limit. East
Brookfield did not vote on an
override during their election the
same day as the budget is split
between the two towns, and East
Brookfield’s contributions did not
necessitate an override vote.

Looking at elected positions,
the Board of Selectman race was
the most competitive on the bal-
lot with four candidates seeking
two seats being vacated by Ralph
Hicks and John Howard who did
not run for re-election and whose
terms are expiring. Chrisopher Lee
Woodbury led the slate with 831
votes while Norman Letendres, Jr.
Came in second with 628 votes.
The pair secured the available seats
while Gina Beford and Jennifer
Jean Gaucher received 592 and
476 votes respectively coming in
third and fourth and will not join
the board.

Outgoing Selectman Hicks was
part of a different election in 2026
running for moderator against
Jason Michael Brewster. Brewster
took the win with 794 votes to
Hicks’s 632.

The rest of the slate of can-
didates were all uncontested
including  Treasurer/Collector,
Assessor, the School District com-
mittee, the Southern Worcester
County Regional Vocational
School District, the Board
of Health, Library Trustees,
Water Commissioner, Sewer
Commissioner, Tree Warden,
Housing Authority, and Park
Commission.
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Almanac MKkt. celebrates Grand Opening
in historic Paxton barn

PAXTON — A new des-
tination for antiques, vintage
treasures, art, handmade
goods, crystals, furniture,
and creative community is
opening its doors this month
as Almanac Mkt. official-
ly celebrates its Grand
Opening on Saturday, May
23, beginning at 11 a.m.,
with a Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony at Noon at
242 Pleasant St., Paxton.

Founded by artist, entre-
preneur, musician, model,
and creative visionary Skye
Wellington, Almanac Mkt.
is more than a market-

place — it is the culmina-
tion of years of resilience,
reinvention, artistry, and
unwavering determination.

This marks
Wellington’s third market-
place venture in eight years,
following an incredibly
difficult chapter involving
the sudden dismantling
of her original location in
Greenfield, Massachusetts
called Innovintage Place.
After unpermitted construc-
tion work by the proper-
ty owner created devas-
tating circumstances for
the business, Wellington

was forced to close and
rebuild from  scratch.

Rather than walking away,
she pivoted into a one-year
pop-up marketplace in
Ambherst, Massachusetts,
determined to keep her
vision alive despite the
chaos surrounding the clo-
sure of the former property.

What followed became
something of local leg-
end among friends and
longtime supporters.

“At one point, I was literally
using Tinder dates to help
move  antiques,”

—aV

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis

of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Wellington joked.
“I figured if some-
one wanted to
take me out, they
could at least help
carry a Victorian
dresser first.”

The humor became
part of the surviv-
al story — a story
defined by grit, cre-
ativity, reinvention,
and the communi-
ty of people who
refused to let her fail.

Among those recog-
nized by Wellington

is Alicia Cross, her

store manager and

close friend, whose

support and loyalty
became instrumen-

tal throughout the

rebuilding process.

“Alicia has been one
of the most pivotal
people in helping me
maintain momentum
and rebuild every-

thing from the ground
up,”  Wellington
said. “There were

CLUES ACROSS

1. Government lawyers

4. The back of a person’s neck
8. Mild yellow Dutch cheese
10. In a less flashy way

11. Living room piece

12. Shepherd dog

13. A citizen of Iran

15. Moved slowly

16. Small finch

17. Previously

18. What a kid does on Halloween
21. Monetary unit

22. Using dry humor

23. Ocean

CLUES DOWN

1. Abstain from

2. Admirer

3. Expedition to observe animals

4. Act that is legally void

5. WW2 combatants

6. A tool

7. Looked at

9. Showing wild excitement

10. Banknotes

12. Tired

14. Printers need it

15. Women’s patriotic group

17. When you anticipate getting
somewhere

19. Functions

24, Greek goddess of the dawn
25. Not close
26. NHL legend Bobby

27. A ballplayer would love to do this

34. Charity

35. City in Finland

36. Loomed over

37. Vaccine developer

38. Avoids capture

39. We all need it

40. Openwork fabrics

41. Get away

42. Something you might hit
43. Soviet Socialist Republic

20. Breed of sheep
23. Mocking pieces

24. A major division of geological time

25. Andiron

26. Many not ands

27. Cuban city

28. He voiced “Olaf”

29. Criticize

30. “Thundercats” character
31. Markings

32. Gets up

33. MLB lefty reliever A.J.
34. An assembly of witches
36. High energy lasers (abbr.)

honorin

SPENCER — Word of Life

moments  where  this
entire dream could have
collapsed without her.”

Wellington also credits
her family, who stepped in
during the overwhelming
transition process, helping
move inventory, build dis-
plays, transport furniture,
and physically transform
the Paxton property into
what is now Almanac Mkt.

Another key figure in
the journey is Edward
Bourbeau, a carpenter, ven-
dor, and longtime supporter
who stood beside Wellington
during the dismantling of
her original Greenfield
location and remained a
steady presence through-
out the rebuilding process.

“Edward was there
during some of the hard-
est moments,” Wellington
said. “He believed in me
and the business when
things felt impossible.”

After years of rebuilding
and reassessing her future
— including plans to travel
throughout Europe — fate
intervened when Wellington
stumbled across a rustic barn
property listed on Facebook
Marketplace in Paxton.

“I answered the advertise-
ment almost immediately,”
she said. “The next morn-
ing, I knew in my soul this
was going to be the home of
my next business. Almanac
Mkt. was born from intu-
ition, creativity, survival,
and the belief that beauti-
ful things can rise again.”

Known for her bold creativ-
ity, striking personal style,
and background in beauty

Word of Life Church
to hold Memorial Day service
veterans

urch will hold a special Memorial
Day service honoring veterans on Sunday, May 25, at 8 a.m.
at American Legion Post 138.

The service is planned as a time of remembrance and apprecia-
tion for military veterans and those who gave their lives in service
to the country. Community members are invited to attend the event
as part of Memorial Day weekend observances in Spencer.

The service will take place at the American Legion hall on Main
Street, and is open to the public.

and modeling, Wellington
has built a reputation for
blending artistic expression
with entrepreneurship. Her
work spans music industry
projects, creative produc-
tion, visual arts, vintage
curation, and advocacy
work supporting survivors
of domestic violence —
experiences that continue to
shape the welcoming and
expressive energy behind
Almanac Mkt.

Additionally, Wellington
has gained recognition
through her growing pres-
ence in the antiques and
creative business world,
including being featured
on the History Channel’s
Pawn Stars and maintain-
ing ties within the broad-
er antiques community
connected to Antiques
Roadshow. Combined with
her expanding social media
influence, Wellington has
become known as a bold
and unconventional woman
entrepreneur whose creativ-
ity, resilience, and person-
ality continue to attract a
growing audience across
both the vintage industry
and online platforms.

The marketplace combines
antiques and vintage col-
lections with artisan goods,
handmade crafts, repurposed
décor, crystals, collectibles,
jewelry, furniture, local
makers, and rotating ven-
dors inside a character-filled
New England property.

The building itself carries
decades of local history.
For more than 30 years,
the property operated as a
beloved

ery specializing in plants
and trees. Today, Almanac
Mkt. honors that legacy
while reimagining the space
for a new generation. The
greenhouse on the prop-
erty has been transformed
into a whimsical shopping
experience featuring crys-
tals, fountains, plants, and
metaphysical  treasures.

Almanac Mkt. is cur-
rently  seeking  addi-
tional vendors and con-

signors  specializing in:
J Antiques
. Vintage décor
and collectibles

e Art and handmade crafts
e Jewelry and artisan goods
e Furniture and home décor
. Curated cre-
ative  retail  concepts

Guests attending the Grand
Opening can expect a live-
ly and inspiring atmosphere
filled with one-of-a-kind
finds, music, creative ven-
dors, community connec-
tion, and a celebration of
small business resilience.

For vendor inquiries,
media requests, or addi-
tional information, fol-
low Almanac Mkt. on
Facebook and Instagram.

About  Almanac  Mkt.
Almanac Mkt. is a curat-
ed vintage and artisan mar-
ketplace located in Paxton,
Massachusetts, featur-
ing antiques, collectibles,
handmade goods, crystals,
furniture, local artists, and
creative vendors in a his-
toric barn and greenhouse
setting.

gift  shop
and nurs-

Estate/Garage Sale
Sat, May 23 8:30AM to 3:30PM
1282 Quaker St, Northbridge

Bedroom Sets, Living Room Set, Recliner
Dining Room Set, Kitchen Set, Washer
Courier, Roll Top Desk, Lamps, Wing Chair
Kitchenware, Quilting Supplies,
Sewing Supplies
Knitting Supplies, Lawn Mowers, Tools,

Knick Knacks, Wall-hangings, Pictures,

Glassware, Dishes and Much, Much More!
Large Items: Priced or BO
Small Items: Make an Offer
Rain or Shine

Gas Grill

Appliances

Cash and Carry

SPENCER ALMANAC

REAL ESTATE
BROOKFIELD

$780,000, 86 Rice Corner Rd,
Wawrzkiewicz,
Grubert, Taryn, and Grubert, Patrick.

$706,899, 2 Tupelo Dr, Ronald
Brault Prop LLC, to Morin, Rebecca,

Kimberly K, to

| GREENDALE
PHYSICAL THERAPY

440 Washington St./Rt. 20
508-426-8066 - greendalept.com

Auburn office scan to

If you're interested
in becoming a
patient of our new

receive more info.

Where you don't have to be an Olympic athlete to be treated like one.
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and Morin, Jeffrey.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$203,885, 129 Howe St, Tsantinis

Antonios Est, and Tsantinis-Roy,
Rona, to Tsantinis, Andrew.

LEICESTER
$427,125, 8 Sunset Dr, Ryan,

Brooklyn, to Sridhar, Sharanya, and
Katz, David Alan.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

None

SPENCER

$450,000, 18 Oak Ln, Fyrberg,
Robert W, and Fyrberg, Betty Jane,
to Hacker, Susannah S, and Hacker,
Michael W.

$275,725, 2 Sunset Ln, Bemis,
Gregory H, to Cerundolo, Leanna, and
Erricola, Vincent R.

$65,000, Clark St, Larcheveque, Dee
M, to Ddb Development Group LLC.

$22,000,35 Temple St, Larcheveque,
Dee M, to Ddb Development Group
LLC

WARREN

$357,500, 1591 Southbridge Rd,
Balicki, Jan E, and Balicki, Elaine M,
to Hassle Free LLC.

$280,000, 352 Reed St, Secretary
Veterans Affair, to Leonard, Lynda.

$235,000, 233 Maple St, Burnham,
Patricia A, to Roberts, Ethan W.

WEST BROOKFIELD

None
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Leicester Concerts on the
Common returns for 36th season

LEICESTER — Music, dancing,
and summer tradition will once
again fill the Leicester Common
as the Leicester Concerts on the
Common series returns for its 36th
season this summer.

The longtime community con-
cert series will feature eight weeks
of free performances running
Wednesday evenings from July 1
through Aug. 19, bringing a mix
of big band, classic rock, blues,
country, folk, and tribute acts to the
town center.

Concerts are scheduled from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on the Leicester
Common and are supported in part
through grants from the Leicester
Arts Council and the Massachusetts
Cultural Council, along with con-
tributions from local businesses,
sponsors, the Fontaine Fund, and
community donations.

The season opens July 1 with
The Abletones Big Band perform-
ing a patriotic “Salute to America”
concert ahead of Independence
Day celebrations. The 15-piece
ensemble will feature vocalist
Rhiannon Hurst, along with a flag
presentation by VFW Post 7556.
Organizers describe the evening as
a showcase performance to kick off

On July 8, The Love Dogs will
bring a mix of jump blues, funk,
swing, and jazz to the Common.
Known for their energetic horn
section and boogie-woogie piano,
the band has built a strong fol-
lowing across New England. The
concert is sponsored by Country
Bank, with a rain date scheduled
for July 9.

The following week, July 15, The
Deloreans will take audiences back
through the music of the 1970s and
1980s with a seven-piece band fea-
turing brass, keyboards, and rock
vocals. The concert is sponsored by
Cornerstone Bank, with a rain date
of July 16.

Fans of 1960s music can enjoy
“Holding Back the ‘60’s” on July
22. The performance will highlight
British Invasion favorites, Motown
classics, and rock-and-roll hits
from the era. A rain date is set for
July 23.

The New Grown-Ups Band per-
forms July 29, blending folk, coun-
try blues, Celtic influences, blue-
grass, and contemporary acoustic
music. Organizers describe the
group as combining strong musi-
cianship with a lively stage pres-
ence. The rain date is July 30.

“Moondance” on Aug. 5, a tribute
concert celebrating the music of
Van Morrison. Sponsored by the
Fontaine Fund, the show prom-
ises a lineup of Morrison clas-
sics spanning decades of the Irish
singer-songwriter’s career. The rain
date is Aug. 6.

Country music takes center stage
Aug. 12 with the Heartland Radio
Band, which organizers describe
as one of New England’s premier
country acts. The performance
is sponsored by the Leicester
Concerts Arts Committee, with a
rain date of Aug. 13.

The series concludes Aug. 19
with “Viva Las Elvis,” featuring
Dan Fontaine and The Memphis
Sun Mafia Band performing a trib-
ute to Elvis Presley. The concert is
sponsored by MAPFRE Insurance,
G.F. McKenna Insurance, and
community donations. The rain
date is Aug. 20.

Over the past three decades, the
Leicester concert series has become
a staple of the town’s summer cal-
endar, regularly drawing residents
and visitors to the Common with
lawn chairs and picnic blankets for
evenings of live entertainment and
community gathering.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OlId Stuff

«Bottles ¢ Crocks «Jugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter « Glassware eSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
« Silver Plated Items «Watches «Typewriters «Sewing Machines
« Tools « Radios » Clocks « Lanterns sLamps  Kitchenware
» Cookware «Knives «Hunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
« Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

"REMODELING
EXPERT BN
"PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLED — ==

HARVEY

AWNDOWS AND SDING i Il
774-230-3967 WINDOWS

BeU*I*L¢D*E*R  Quality Building Since 1985

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS 4 ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING

4 ROOFING ¢ DECKS$ WINDOWS ¢ DOORS ¢ AUTHORIZED HARVEY DEALER
¢ LIcENSED & INSURED ¢ HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE

the summer season.

Spencer Legion to host
suicide prevention training

SPENCER — American Legion Post
138 will host a public suicide prevention
training event on Saturday, June 20, aimed
at helping community members recognize
warning signs and support individuals who
may be struggling with suicidal thoughts or
emotional crisis.

The event, titled “Turning Conversations
into Lifelines: Identifying & Helping
Veterans and Those in the Community Who
Need Immediate Support,” will feature
instructors connected with the Columbia
Lighthouse Project, an organization focused
on suicide prevention through education
and intervention strategies.

The training centers on the Columbia
Protocol-Suicide Severity Rating Scale,
commonly known as the C-SSRS, a tool
used internationally by healthcare provid-
ers, counselors, educators, veterans orga-
nizations, and emergency responders to
assess suicide risk.

According to organizers, the Columbia
Lighthouse Project’s message is simple:
“Just ask. You could save a life.”

The 90-minute program is being orga-
nized by American Legion Post 138 and
its auxiliary members, who invited the
instructors to Spencer in an effort to expand
access to mental health awareness and sui-
cide prevention resources within the local
community.

The event is open to the public and
intended not only for veterans and their
families, but for anyone interested in learn-

Concerts on the
Common return May 30 ™

NORTH BROOKFIELD — North Brookfield Parks and
Recreation, in conjunction with the North Brookfield Cultural
Council, will be hosting Concerts on the Common this summer

season.

An MCC grant is making these concerts possible for all residents
to enjoy. We have a lineup of five dates and bands: cJ
May 30 - North Brookfield High School band will play, followed

by DJ Tabby Leblanc.

June 20, we will enjoy the sounds of Ravenwood, an easy listen-

ing blue grass band.

On July 25, we will host Sue Lyons, an acoustical guitar player

and vocalist.

Aug. 15 will bring us Stan Matthews, who will entertain us with
country music with some exceptional Johnny Cash tunes.
The season will end with the Superchargers, a fun rock and roll

band.

All concerts are free. They are held on Saturdays and start at 6
p.m. and end around 8 pm. Food will be available for purchase but
Feel free to bring chairs,

folks are welcome to bring their own !
blankets, bug spray

August

begins with Organizers encourage attendees
to check the town

website for weath-

er-related  post-
ponement informa-
tion.

ing how to identify and respond to warning
signs in friends, neighbors, co-workers, or
loved ones.

Following the training, participants are
expected to learn how to use the Columbia
Suicide Severity Rating Scale to help deter-
mine whether an individual may be at
risk. The session will also cover common
warning signs and risk factors, the different
forms of suicidal ideation and behaviors
associated with imminent risk, and methods
for communicating effectively with some-
one who may be in crisis.

Organizers say the training is designed to
be practical and approachable for everyday ‘
community members, not just healthcare
professionals.

Contact Us

Daniele Graham

Late 70’s, 100% disabled Combat Vet, crippled
with extreme mobility issues, requires an
individual to Cut grass, shovel and plow.

Year around position for the person with the right

Should have access to mower, and truck with plow.
I live on a dirt road in East Brookfield and without
some help cannot survive another winter. Above av-

Call 774-200-1177 for details and appointment to
check out the property and job requirements.

The only requirements for the job.
Call 774-200-1177 and leave message to contact you

Strong Academics

Rigorous curriculum preparing
students for future success.

dgraham@nbschools.org

North Brookfield Public Schools
Open Seats for 2026—-2027

We are welcoming School Choice students for the upcoming school year. Join a close-knit community where every

student is known, valued, and challenged to grow.

Dedicated Staff

Passionate educators committed

Caring Community

A welcoming atmosphere where

every student belongs. to every child's growth.

Why School Choice?

e Smaller class sizes
e Personalized attention

e Open enrollment across grade levels

Your child's next great chapter starts here. Email dgraham@nbschools.org to learn more.

The event will begin with coffee and pas-
tries from 9 to 10 a.m., followed by the for-
mal program from 10 a.m. to noon. A ques-
tion-and-answer session and networking
opportunity will follow the presentation.

The training will take place at American
Legion Post 138.

Suicide prevention and mental health
awareness have remained significant con-
cerns nationwide, particularly among veter-
ans, first responders, and individuals facing
isolation or emotional distress. Organizers
hope the training will help equip local res-
idents with the confidence to have difficult
conversations and intervene when needed.

For more information, residents may
call Mariann LoSasso at 508-885-3132 or
email postl138spencerma@gmail.com.

For
Advertising
formation

Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge

press.news 224

WASTE SERVICE § ””"ﬁé =
Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

SPRING
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA:

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Fully Insured
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and sun screen -

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Explore Prince Edward Island

whatever makes you

=
A =

Thermostats

C?me“abclle : ,Tfl‘le This Summer or Fall
playground 1s right Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
on the common,

This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community

of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.

The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.
Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

located on Grove
Street in town. We
will have games for
families to enjoy

Fluorescent
Lamps

Thermometers Mercury Switches

and some *surprise
* craft tables during
some concerts!

Please contact your local Board of Health or
Department of Public Works for information
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

Ih WASTE
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EDITORIAL

Planning ahead
before choices are
macde elsewhere

For small towns, schools are more than
buildings. They are where generations grow
up together, where families gather for con-
certs and games, and where communities
quietly define who they are. That reality
makes the ongoing “Reimagine NBPS”
effort in North Brookfield especially import-
ant.

Too often, school discussions in rural
communities happen only after enroll-
ment has already declined, budgets have
tightened, and options have narrowed. By
then, communities are reacting to prob-
lems instead of shaping their future. North
Brookfield appears to be trying something
different. District leaders are beginning the
conversation before decisions are forced
upon them.

That matters.

The listening sessions held this spring may
not produce immediate answers, but they
represent something valuable: a willingness
to ask difficult questions honestly and pub-
licly. Superintendent Timothy McCormick
and the School Committee are acknowl-
edging a reality many small districts across
Massachusetts are facing. Families today
have more educational choices than ever
before. Charter schools, vocational schools,
school choice programs, homeschooling,
and neighboring districts all compete for
enrollment. Communities can no longer
assume students will automatically stay.

If North Brookfield wants to remain a
strong standalone district, it must give fam-
ilies clear reasons to believe their children
can thrive there.

The encouraging part of this process is
that the discussion has not centered solely
on test scores or budgets. Instead, many of
the ideas emerging from staff and commu-
nity conversations focus on creating a more
complete educational experience. Expanded
arts opportunities, career and technical edu-
cation, financial literacy, world languages,
early college partnerships, clubs, home-
work centers, and stronger student support
systems all recognize an important truth:
families are looking for schools that prepare
students not only academically, but practi-
cally and socially as well.

That kind of thinking reflects how educa-
tion has changed. A successful district today
cannot rely entirely on tradition or familiar-
ity. It must show students and parents that it
is evolving alongside the needs of modern
families.

At the same time, North Brookfield
should resist the temptation to believe big-
ger automatically means better. One of
the greatest strengths of a small district is
the personal connection students can have
with teachers, coaches, administrators, and
classmates. In many large systems, students
can feel anonymous. Smaller districts still
have the ability to know their students indi-
vidually, recognize struggles earlier, and
create a stronger sense of belonging. Those
advantages should not be overlooked while
discussing future improvements.

The conversation about marketing the dis-
trict is also worthwhile. Some people may
instinctively recoil at the idea of schools
“marketing” themselves, but in today’s envi-
ronment communication matters. If good
things are happening inside classrooms, the
community should hear about them consis-
tently and clearly. Families should under-
stand the opportunities available to students
before they begin considering alternatives
elsewhere.

Perhaps the most promising part of the
process is the willingness to involve multi-
ple voices. Teachers, staff, students, parents,
and community members all experience the
schools differently. Listening carefully to
each perspective may reveal patterns that
statistics alone cannot capture.

No district will solve every challenge
overnight. Enrollment pressures facing rural
and small-town schools are real and unlikely
to disappear soon. But communities that
ask thoughtful questions early often place
themselves in a stronger position than those
waiting for circumstances to force difficult
decisions later.

North Brookfield’s schools have long
been an important part of the town’s iden-
tity. Planning carefully for the future is
not an admission of weakness. It is a sign
that the community understands the value
of protecting and strengthening something
worth keeping.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

[ ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

[ fear for our country under Trump

To the Editor:

A recent letter from Pat Sweet implores
many to stop writing Trump-bashing let-
ters. Some months ago, another wrote a
similar letter. My reply then was that I
didn’t hate Trump but I certainly didn’t
like the hateful things he was saying and
doing. Do you really think that things
coming from Trump are inspiring for our
young people? I don’t.

I have been director for a local food
pantry for 20 years. With some dedicated
volunteers we have served people in need
from three local communities. We have
done our best to be helpful as Pat Sweet
suggested.

But — do youremember? Ido. Donald
Trump made an entrance descending the
escalator in Trump Tower to announce he
was running for President of the United
States in the 2016 election. When he took
his place on the Republican debate stage
he offered (in my estimation) nothing as
to what he would do for the country and
the people. He did, however, make fun of
those with whom he shared the stage. He
also called them names. And wonders of
wonders he became the nominee. How
did that happen I asked myself. There
were others on the stage who were much
more qualified, I thought.

He ran against Hillary Clinton, who
had much more experience. She became
Senator from New York in 2000. I lived
in New York at that time and voted for
her. When she was re-elected in 2006, my
husband and I had retired and moved to
Massachusetts so we couldn’t vote for her
again. She went on to become Secretary
of State in Obama’s administration.

At the close of the 2016 election, while
Clinton received almost three million
more popular votes than Trump, he took
the Electoral College vote and thereby
became President. Clinton was gracious
and conceded. I wondered if the Electoral
College was still the process we should
follow. I still do.

In 2020, the presidential candidates
were Trump and Biden. The election

results were that Biden had 7 million more
popular votes and he took the Electoral
College vote as well. Did Trump gra-
ciously concede? He did not. He went to
many lower courts looking for a way to
win. He also called the Secretary of State
in Georgia looking for votes to win. No
luck. Did he then concede? No. Instead
he claimed the election was stolen. What
a poor loser!

I would like to remind readers that
Trump is a pathological liar. Many are
discovering that his campaign promis-
es for the 2024 election have not been
kept. Apparently, they didn’t believe he
was a liar. Trump is also transactional
which means he is always looking for
what’s in it for him in any instance. In
his campaigns he often said he would be
our retribution. That puzzled me. I have
concluded that it seems to be his harsh
and cruel retribution toward anyone who
doesn’t agree with him or says anything
about him he doesn’t like. It could also
be called being “thin skinned.”

So, now we have an elderly man in the
White House who sends out derogatory
messages in the middle of the night and
then nods off during the day because he
hasn’t gotten enough rest. And he has
chosen to quarrel with the Pope as if he
were a political rival, no less. Such dis-
respect!

Trump also has no respect for the
Constitution. He ignores the balance
of powers of Executive, Judicial and
Legislative branches. He went to war in
Iran without going to Congress. And
now he doesn’t seem to know how to end
that war.

And now that name calling is directed
at him Trump wants anyone doing that to
be fired or dismissed. It seems that he can
“dish it out,” but he can’t take it.

I fear for our country if we have Trump
for his whole term. I am all in favor of
using the 25th Amendment to remove him
from office!

PATRICIA JACKMAN
NORTH BROOKFIELD

Nothing to worry about

To the Editor:

When POTUS was asked about Iran
war impact on consumers, he answered
honestly, that he has no concern impact
that the war has on citizen finances. He
claims Iran not getting nukes is most
urgent. A few months ago we bombed
their underground nuclear facility, saying
it set them back years. Now we have
killed the current Ayatollah’s father, wife
and child and hope he will sit down and
negotiate. Would you?

Regarding nukes, because of mutual
assured destruction, nobody who wants
to survive will use them. We won’t use
them on Russia or China. India won’t
use them on Pakistan. Others with nukes,
like North Korea, UK, France, Isracl may

argue with neighbors, but using a nuke
would be like trimming your toe nails
with a hand grenade. Only someone as
dumb as Trump, who suggested blowing
up hurricanes, would be a danger. It is
nonsensical to think Iran or Israel could
attack each other with nukes. I , therefore,
think Iran only wants them to deter us.

A woman told the story of a son
doing research for a report, by wearing
a MAGA hat for two weeks. Two days
in he had been spat on, kicked, yelled at
and had things thrown at him. Now she
is worried how things will go when he
actually leaves the house.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

This time, Trump told the truth —
what can we do about it?

To the Editor:

Our eyes and ears can see and hear
Donald Trump say “I do not care about
Americans’ financial situations.” Then
back to lying, he said the reason was
making sure Iran doesn’t have a nuclear
weapon. However, many more dangerous
countries like North Korea, and Russia
and China have nuclear weapons aimed at
the United States.

Trump did not mention that in first his
term as president, he tore up an agreement
that John Kerry — our own military vet-
eran, Senator, and Secretary of Secretary
of State, with years of effort — had ham-
mered out a global agreement that made
sure Iran could not make a nuclear weap-
ons for years to come.

In other words, to quote Trump again,
rather than paying attention to ordinary
American families and our ever increas-
ing financial difficulties we face, he felt
“good” about an “excursion” into Iran that
has already cost - not including interest
payments - our families tens of billions of
dollars and higher prices and much, much
of both to come.

So yes, not even counting the protect-
ed benefits he provides billionaires and
his family, Trump does not care about
the financial situation of we ordinary

Americans.

And we know this. Poll after poll show
Trumps approval ratings have gone way
down. And “We, the People” already have
begun to do something about it. We have
made it known we do not approve of his
wars, his economic policies, his tariffs,
and the incompetence and corruption.

‘What to do about it?

Practice the “butterfly effect.” In polite
ways, tell others why you are against him
and his policies and actions, realizing that
those comments and feelings will often
help others understand and then say the
same.

Peacefully participate in public ral-
lies and demonstrations that support our
Constitution, democracy and way of life.

Contribute and otherwise support orga-
nizations that work for free and fair 2026
elections.

Support U. S. Senate and Congressional
candidates be they Democrats,
Independents, or Republicans who will
work for “We the People” rather than bil-
lionaires, friends and family.

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER

Help your
graduate use
credit and debit
cards wisely

TREVOR
NIELSEN

As your new graduate prepares to step
into the next chapter of life — whether that’s
more education or starting a career — one
of the best things you can do is help them
understand how to use credit cards, debit
cards, and prepaid cards wisely. They can
be powerful financial tools, but without
some basic knowledge, they can also lead
to trouble.

Here are a few things for graduates,
whether from high school or graduate
school, should know.

Credit cards have benefits — and risks.
About 69 percent of Americans ages 18-29
have at least one credit card, according
to the Federal Reserve. They can borrow
money up to a set limit, pay it back and
borrow again — a cycle known as revolving
credit. Used responsibly, credit cards can
help build their credit history, cover unex-
pected expenses, and even earn rewards
like cash back or travel discounts.

On the cautionary side, if your child or
grandchild doesn’t pay the full balance
each month, interest charges can accu-
mulate quickly. Carrying a high balance
relative to the credit limit can hurt their
credit score. Perhaps most importantly, it’s
easy to fall into a debt cycle in which they
charge more than they can pay, interest can
add up to more than the original purchases
cost, and they might even open new cards
to cover old ones. It creates a hole that’s
hard to climb out of.

The key message is simple: pay off the
balance monthly, pay on time and treat the
card as a convenience, not a lifeline.

Debit cards can be a good option. Since
debit cards draw directly from a bank
account, they naturally limit overspending.
But they aren’t risk-free. Overdrawing the
account can trigger fees, and debit cards
generally offer fewer fraud protections
than credit cards. Additionally, since you’re
spending your own money rather than bor-
rowing, debit cards don’t help build a credit
score. Still, for a young person just starting
out, a debit card can be a practical way to
manage day-to-day spending.

Prepaid cards can help teach the basics.
Money is loaded onto the card before
use, and your young adult can only spend
what’s already on the card. Because of this,
there’s no risk of debt, no credit history
needed and no bills to pay.

Prepaid cards come in several forms.
General purpose reloadable cards can be
used anywhere cards are accepted. Payroll
cards are sometimes used by employers
to distribute wages. Gift cards are another
option.

The downside is that prepaid cards typ-
ically don’t help build a credit history,
since transactions usually aren’t reported to
credit bureaus. Some also come with fees
for activation, reloading or transactions.
These fees can add up, so it pays to read
the fine print.

Teaching your graduate the difference
between these tools, and how to develop
good habits for each, can help them build
financial confidence for decades to come.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones,
Member SIPC.
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The quiet things we carry home

There’s a cer- LANTERNS ferent. Not heavier
tain sound to exactly, but deeper.
Memorial Day in ALONG The older you get,

small towns. the more you real-

It’s the dis- MaIN ize every town has
tant thump of a STREET  names carved into
bass drum echo- ==———=——= gtone somewhere.
ing down Main By CHARLES Boys who grew up

Street. The squeak
of folding chairs
being opened along a
parade route. The soft flut-
ter of little American flags
planted in damp cemetery
grass before sunrise by
volunteers who probably
didn’t tell anyone they were
doing it.

When I was a boy,
Memorial Day seemed sim-
ple to me. It meant a day
off from school, a parade,
maybe the smell of char-
coal grills drifting through
the neighborhood by late
afternoon. I remember old
veterans standing straighter
than usual in their uniforms,
though I was too young
then to notice how some of
them walked a little slower
than others.

As a kid, you don’t fully
understand why grown men
go quiet during the playing
of “Taps.”

You just know they do.

Now that I'm older,
Memorial Day feels dif-

on the same streets
we drive every day.
Young men who probably
fished the same ponds, sat
in the same diners, worked
summer jobs, complained
about cold winters and
muddy springs just like the
rest of us.

And then one day, they
left home wearing a uni-
form and never came back.

That’s what Memorial
Day really asks of us. Not
grand speeches. Not perfect
patriotism. Mostly remem-
brance.

Just remembrance.

I think that’s why New
England towns observe
Memorial Day the way they
do. There’s something mod-
est about it here. The cer-
emonies are rarely flashy.
A few speeches. A prayer
maybe. Flowers placed
carefully at a monument.
Veterans standing shoulder
to shoulder, even when age
has bent their backs a little.

People still show up.

That matters.

I’ve always noticed how
children behave differently
during Memorial Day cer-
emonies too. Even the fid-
gety ones somehow sense
this is not quite like the
Fourth of July. There’s usu-
ally one little boy waving
a flag too enthusiastically
until his mother gently low-
ers his arm. Somebody’s
toddler starts asking ques-
tions halfway through the
ceremony. Teenagers stand
around trying to look unin-
terested while quietly pay-
ing attention anyway.

That matters too.

Because remembrance
has to keep getting handed
down.

The older generation
understood that. My father
certainly did, though he
wasn’t much for emotion-
al speeches. He belonged
to that old school of men
who believed you showed
respect by showing up.
Rain or shine. Suit jack-
et on. Hat off during the
anthem. Handshake firm.
No fuss made about it.

A lot of those men are
gone now.

Truth be told, Memorial
Day can feel a little lone-
ly sometimes because of

that. You look around town
greens and realize many of
the veterans who once led
the parades now ride qui-
etly in the passenger seat
instead of marching. Some
are missing altogether.

Time catches everybody
eventually.

Still, there’s comfort in
the traditions staying put
even as generations change.
The local scout troops still
help. High school bands
still miss a few notes half-
way through the march.
Volunteers still place flags
at gravesites. Somebody
still brings extra donuts
nobody asked for.

And somehow that ordi-
nary kindness feels con-
nected to the meaning of
the day itself.

Memorial Day was never
really meant to glorify war.
At least I don’t think so.

It’s about honoring sacrifice
while quietly hoping future
generations won’t have to
make the same sacrifices
quite so often.

That may sound old-fash-
ioned nowadays. So be it.

I suppose I've reached
the age where I don’t mind
sounding a little old-fash-
ioned now and then. There
are worse things a man can
be.

Over the years, I’'ve
noticed something else
too. The people who attend
Memorial Day ceremonies
most faithfully are often
not the loudest people the
other 364 days of the year.
They’re usually steady peo-
ple. Humble people. Folks
who understand gratitude
doesn’t always need a
microphone.

Maybe that’s the lesson
I keep carrying home from

Memorial Day each year.

A healthy town remem-
bers.

Not perfectly. Not dra-
matically. But sincerely.

It remembers the people
who built the community,
protected it, sacrificed for
it, and never made it back
to enjoy the peaceful little
moments the rest of us often
take for granted. Ballgames.
Backyard cookouts. Kids
riding bicycles at dusk. A
quiet evening with fami-
ly while the screen door
creaks open and shut.

Ordinary American life.

The kind of life some-
body else once gave up
everything to protect.

And every Memorial
Day, whether we realize it
or not, we carry that gift
home with us.

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Let’s use America’s 250th to reflect on both our
successes and failures

To the Editor:

SNHU announces Spring Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — It is with great pleasure that Southern New
Hampshire University (SNHU) congratulates the following students on being named to the
Spring 2026 Dean>s List. The spring terms run from January to May.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a minimum grade-point average of

SNHU announces
Spring President’s List

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — It
is with great pleasure that Southern New
Hampshire University (SNHU) congratu-
lates the following students on being named
to the Spring 2026 President’s List. The
spring terms run from January to May.

Full-time undergraduate students who
have earned a minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above for the reporting
term are named to the President’s List.
Full-time status is achieved by earning 12
credits over each 16-week term or paired
8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/spring,
and summer.

Chanlyn Basham of West Brookfield

Rosanna Lopez of West Brookfield

Tyler Carter of Spencer

Andres Perez Morel of Spencer

Steven Killmer of North Brookfield

Grace Wilbur of North Brookfield

Crystal Gagnon of North Brookfield

Claire Kuchinski of Leicester

Kuku Layne of Leicester

Tianna Laraia of Brookfield

Katelynn McCrohan of Brookfield

Southern New Hampshire University
(SNHU) is a private, nonprofit, accredited
institution with a 93-year history of educat-
ing traditional-aged students and working
adults. Now serving more than 200,000
learners worldwide, SNHU offers approx-
imately 200 undergraduate, graduate, and
certificate programs, available online and
on its 300-acre campus in Manchester, NH.
Recognized as one of the “Most Innovative”
regional universities by U.S. News & World
Report and one of the fastest-growing uni-
versities in the country, SNHU is committed
to expanding access to high quality, afford-
able pathways that meet the needs of each
learner.

Letter submission

Pohcy

etters to the Editor must include the
author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for
publication. Only the author’s name
and the town in which they reside will
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will
not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor
to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency
standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he
or she might deem appropriate.

For Advertising
Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridye press.news

3.500 to 3.699 for the reporting term are
named to the Dean’s List. Full-time sta-
tus is achieved by earning 12 credits over
each 16-week term or paired 8-week terms
grouped in fall, winter/spring, and summer.

Lexie MacDonald of Spencer

Jamie Hiott of Spencer

Jessica Remick of Spencer

Margaret Lacaire of North Brookfield

Melissa Benway of Leicester

Southern New Hampshire University
(SNHU) is a private, nonprofit, accredited
institution with a 93-year history of educat-
ing traditional-aged students and working
adults. Now serving more than 200,000
learners worldwide, SNHU offers approx-
imately 200 undergraduate, graduate, and
certificate programs, available online and
on its 300-acre campus in Manchester, NH.
Recognized as one of the «Most Innovative»
regional universities by U.S. News & World
Report and one of the fastest-growing uni-
versities in the country, SNHU is committed
to expanding access to high quality, afford-
able pathways that meet the needs of each
learner.
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Serving Central Mass
Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA
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This year marks 250 years of our
nation’s existence since the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. Throughout
the nation, there will be greater reflection
on our historical journey to the country we
are today. Most of us appreciate the parts
of that journey that have contributed to
democracies throughout the world; but that
journey has seen many hills and valleys.
Where are we now?

Many of our ancestors wanted to start
life anew in this land of opportunity, where
they hoped to escape oppression and dis-
crimination, and where people had the abil-
ity to participate in the choice of leadership.
During our nation’s history there have been
times when we have fallen short of being a
great country. Some people have had the
opportunity to become extremely wealthy,
but not always by just means. Such wealth
often came at the expense of others. Is
that what made this country a great land of
opportunity? Did it matter how that wealth
was obtained, and how it was spent? We
take pride in emphasizing the freedoms we
enjoy; and this coming Memorial Day, we
will be honoring those who died in battles
trying to protect those freedoms. But what
freedoms were they defending? The free-
dom to exploit and tax minorities while
denying them their right to vote? Freedom
to pollute the land, water and air, to squan-
der out national resources, and now risk the
continued survival of our world?

Taxation without representation
was the evil that moved many to embrace
the Declaration of Independence. Our

President and his loyalists plan to cut taxes
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for the wealthiest while cutting social and
environmental programs that would benefit
all. He is currently attempting to take $10
billion from the coffers of the IRS. Who
pays for that? Who is being represented?

We pay substantially to have the most
powerful military in existence, but what is
its purpose? To enable better trade deals
via the backing of our military might? To
become the private army of an autocrat
who refuses to recognize any needs but
his own? To honor this autocrat with mil-
itary parades on his birthday? To back his
unlawful threats of revenge and retribution,
or to even suggest a willingness to devas-
tate another nation and eliminate hundreds
of thousands to millions of its inhabitants?
Is Trump confusing self-service with ser-
vice?

This year, we will be encouraged to
better appreciate our historic contributions.
I'hope that we reflect on not just the accom-
plishments, but also the failures. If more of
our citizens learned a true accounting of
our history and the times our country failed
to meet standards of real greatness, perhaps
we would be less likely to repeat the mis-
takes of our past. Perhaps we would not be
in our present position, sending our youth
abroad to potentially sacrifice their lives at
the misguided whim of a mentally compro-
mised leader obsessed with superficial val-
ues like golden ballrooms or even golden
toilets. Unfortunately, his obsession with
gold does not extend to the golden rule.

Davib W. BROWN
NORTH BROOKFIELD

BOAT OW
RSTECANY,

\

e T

TOPS i Interiors b COVCI'S
Marc Bouvier 508-867-8072

Tree

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+years’ experience

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358

Fully Insured -:-
Free Estimates BBB
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Kindergarten
registration now open,
free integrated pre-
school available for
Leicester families

LEICESTER — The Leicester School
District is pleased to announce that
Kindergarten registration is now open for the
2026-2027 school year. We are also excit-
ed to continue offering tuition-free enroll-
ment in our integrated preschool program for
Leicester residents.

Children who turn five years old on or
before Aug. 31, 2026 are eligible to enroll in
Kindergarten at Leicester Elementary School.
School hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday
through Friday. There is no registration dead-
line, and families are encouraged to register
as soon as possible to help us prepare for the
upcoming school year.

To enter Kindergarten, students must pro-
vide:

Proof of a lead screening with results

A physical exam dated within 13 months of
the start of school

5 doses of Diphtheria, Tetanus, and
Pertussis (DTaP)

4 doses of Polio

3 doses of Hepatitis B

2 doses of Measles, Mumps, and Rubella
(MMR)

2 doses of Varicella vaccine or documenta-
tion of chickenpox disease

Registration information can be found at:
https://leicester.k12.ma.us/for_parents/stu-
dent_registration

In addition to Kindergarten registration,
Leicester is proud to offer a tuition-free
integrated preschool program for in-town
residents. Children who turn three or four
years old on or before Aug. 31, 2026, are
eligible to apply. District residents who qual-
ify for special education services may begin
attending once they turn three, regardless of
the birthdate cutoff.

Children enrolling in the preschool pro-
gram must be independently toilet-trained
(no diapers or pull-ups), unless a specific
special education service requires otherwise.
Children who are not yet independently using
the restroom during the school day will need
to wait to begin the program until they are
developmentally ready.

More information about the integrat-
ed preschool program can be found at
https://sites.google.com/lpsma.net/leices-
ter-integrated-preschool 7usp=sharing.

For questions about Kindergarten or
Preschool registration, please contact
Leicester Elementary School at (508) 892-
7050.

We look forward to welcoming our newest
learners and partnering with families as they
begin this exciting educational journey in
Leicester!

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

Trash
Removal

Weekly
Pickups

Cleanouts
~ Reliable ~

www.durkintrucking.com
&s Spencer
508-885-4499

P.E.T. of the Week

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Hercules is a sensitive, loyal dog who I
takes his fime getting comfortobg with ¢»

new people. He isn't a “love at first
sight” kind of guy-he needs multiple
meet-and-greets before feeling safe
enOUﬁh to go home-but once he trusts
you, his bond is deep and devoted.
With his person, Hercules truly shines.
He loves going on walks (where there
isn't a lot of traffic walking past), playing with his toys, and winding
down with some well-earned snuggles at the end of the day. He forms a
strong attachment to one person and is happiest in a calm, predictable
environment.

Hercules would do best in a single-person household and cannot go to
an apartment. He needs a home with more space and a stable environ-
ment. A home with no children living in or visifing is required. Because
he bonds closely and can be protective, he needs an experienced,
committed adopter who understands his needs. Continued professional
dog behavior training would be a big benefit for him and will help set
everyone up for success.

If you're patient, consistent, and looking for a deeply loyal companion,
Hercules may be the perfect match for you

o Ch, Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org [

Community invited to join
in North Brookfield’s Memorial
Day observance

NORTH BROOKFIELD —
On Monday, May 25, North
Brookfield is presenting a full
array of events to honor the
sacrifices and patriotism of
North Brookfield Veterans who
have given distinguished ser-
vice to their country over the
years. These events are:

8 am. — Starting at the
Walnut Grove cemetery and
concluding at the St. Joseph
cemetery a ceremony will take
place consisting of a Military
Color Guard, an invocation,
Firing Squad volley, and the
playing of Taps (near and echo)
to render appropriate gratitude
to deceased Veterans. We wel-
come and encourage fellow
Veterans to join us in these
tributes and the parade.

9:15 a.m. — The long tradi-
tion for a Town parade, hon-
oring deceased Veterans, will
depart from the town Firehouse
and proceed north on Grove
Street to the intersection of
North Main Street. It will then
move south on N. Main Street
to the intersection of Main,
Summer and School Streets.

pate in activities at the Haston
Library.

9:30 a.m. — Should there be
inclement weather an abbrevi-
ated Memorial Day program
will be held in the North
Brookfield Congregational
Church.

10:30 a.m. — Starting in
the center of town (N. Main/
School Streets) a Veteran’s
Color Guard and Firing Squad
will march to the Haston
library where they will be post-
ed. They will be accompanied
by members of the NB Jr./Sr.
HS band led by Ms. Chelsea
Saunders, bandmaster. Richard
Leblanc will also be supplying
patriotic music at the library
location.

10:35 a.m. — Ceremonies
will begin with opening com-
ments by MC Bill Cass and
an invocation given by Frank
Potter the chaplain of the N.
Brookfield VFW Post. This
will be followed by the long-
time tradition of the read-
ing of Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address. Historically this has
been done by the NBHS Ir.

Reno will be fulfilling that
honor. The bells of the N.B.
Congregational Church will
then be rung by Nic Guertin,
assisted by Noah Gillette, to
symbolize a sign of respect and
honor for Fallen Heros who
have given their all.

10:50 a.m. — Continuing
the ceremony in front of the
Town War Memorials (Haston
Library) includes speech-
es by honored guests: the
Pastor Nate Hayman, Pastor
of Pilgrim Baptist Church will
start and be followed by Jamie
Gilman (Chairman of the North
Brookfield Select Board).

11:05 am. — Richard
Leblanc will play the Hymns of
the various military branches in
order of founding (Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard,
Air Force and Space Force)
plus America the Beautiful.

11:25 am. — At this time
the most solemn part of the
program begins with the read-
ing of deceased veterans of
North Brookfield starting from
the Civil War to the present
conflict in the war against

read a poppy flower (by poppy
girls: Makailyn Chausse, Macy
Kilbourn and Claire Madden,
Makenna Killelea and Austin
Feeley)) will be attached to a
wreath supplied by the Ladies
Auxiliary of the N.B. American
Legion Post 41. A drum roll is
also rendered after each name
is read by an NBHS band stu-
dent. After the readings, the
Military Firing Squad will ren-
der a 3-volley salute in honor
of these deceased veterans.
Following the rifle salute, Mark
McGrail and a student from the
band will render the playing of
Taps with an echo.

The ceremony is concluded
by the lowering and raising of
the American flag by the com-
manders of the NB American
Legion (Vice Richard
Eccleston) and Veterans of
Foreign Wars (Cmdr Wally
Kitteredge) detachments.
Simultaneously, the community
will be led in the singing of the
National Anthem by Carleen
McQuaid. All are encouraged
to participate in the singing of
our National Anthem.

It will then disperse to partici- Class

President.

Whitney

terrorism. As each name is

West Brookfield Farmers Market
returns for 16th season

WEST BROOKFIELD — The West
Brookfield Farmers Market returns on
Wednesday, June 3 on the beautiful West
Brookfield Common for its 16h consecu-
tive season!

The 2026 Season market will feature 15
vendors with a wide array of locally grown
and made goods including 3 NEW vendors
sure to please our customers.

The West Brookfield Farmers Market is
held every Wednesday afternoon from 3 to
6 p.m. on the West Brookfield Common
starting on June 3 through Oct. 7, rain or
shine.

2026 featured vendors:

Autumn Leaf Mushrooms all sorts,
eggs, microgreens, Roundtable cheese
Bucha Bros. Kombucha

*Dragonfly Flower Farm
Freshly grown flowers- treat yourself

Flourish Farms Organic vegetable and
herb plants, microgreens, turmeric and
ginger root, figs in season

Grime’s Apiary Honey, honey sticks,
Bee pollen, hand cream, whipped honey

*Hoffman Breads Artisanal
breads, pastries

JARS Savory pastries, premade foods,
baking and soup mixes

Joy of Beans Fresh roasted coffee
,whole bean or ground, specialty teas

Kate Bakes ~ Sweet baked goods

Naultaug Farm Maple syrup

*Nonna’s Kitchen Granola, gra-
nola bars, herb blends for the kitchen

*Stillman Farm Fresh produce, vegeta-
ble and fruits

WEEKLY POLICE BLOTTER

Spencer

The Spencer Police Department reported the following arrests during the week of May

6-13.

Eduardo Rocha Sigueira, age 22, of Spencer was arrested on May 12 for Operating
Under the Influence (Liquor), Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and Unlicensed

Operation of a Motor Vehicle.

Collin Patrick Sweeney, age 26, of Oakham was arrested on May 13 in connection with

multiple warrants.

Leicester

The Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests during the week of May

7-13.

Bruce Kevin Lowe Dopnang, age 28, of Worcester was arrested on May 7 for Negligent
Operation of a Motor Vehicle, Failure to Stop for Police, and driving at a rate of speed

exceeding the posted limit.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication received a summons in
lieu of arrest on May 8 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of license, operating
an Uninsured Motor Vehicle, and for not being in possession of a driver’ s license.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication received a summons
in lieu of arrest on May 8 for Unlicensed Operation of a Motor Vehicle.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication received a summons
in lieu of arrest on May 10 for a Number Plate Violation to Conceal ID.

’ /7 / /
Fam) ! Dining & Gt Guide
- Too Busy to Cook?
- Askyour favorite local restaurant if they offer ding-in or take-out!

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikagla at 774-200-7306 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

d Mo Asinal
(&4, &155Y  East Brookfield, MA o 508-867-5525

N W Leicester
ye _  Veterinary

_ Clinic, LLC
1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524
P:508-892-9181 « F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com

Wellness exams e Vaccinations ¢ Cat Boarding
Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry e Radiology (Digital)
In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
¢ Pharmacy
e Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
¢ Domestic health certificates and much more!

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

GE

CHARLIES

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
MEMORIAL DAY
THROUGH LABOR DAY

LOBSTER

ROLLS

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

il 508-885-4033

Cards www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

Breakfast All Day

Lunch
ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

15 S. Main St., Leicester o 508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Thompson’s Maple Farm Ice
Cream, roasted maple pecans, bourbon
aged maple syrup

Crafts:

Chairman of the Board Cutting boards,
birdhouses, garden trellis,

B &D enterprises Turned wood
products, beautiful salad forks, knives, ink
pens

LEGALS

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P1515EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Alice Friend Lizak
Date of Death: 12/10/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Fair Havens, Inc. d/b/a Quaboag of
West Brookfield MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree and Or-
der and for such other relief as request-
ed in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Laura McDonnell of West Brookfield,
MA be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve With
Corporate Surety on the estate in un-
supervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 06/09/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections within
thirty (30) days of the return day, action
may be taken without further notice to
you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNI-
FORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised

administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date:May 11, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

May 22, 2026
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Local land
trust
celebrates
20 years of

land
conservation

LEICESTER — Do you recognize
the name Common Ground Land Trust?
As an all-volunteer, private, non-profit
(501c3) organization, we dedicate our
time and energy to open space protec-
tion in Spencer and Leicester. With sup-
port from individuals, students, families,
organizations, and businesses, our mem-
bership has grown over the years since
inception in 2006. This year, Common
Ground Land Trust is celebrating its
20th anniversary. Help us celebrate and
become a member!

Do you enjoy outdoor recreation? If
you engage in activities such as birding,
hiking, hunting, fishing, or simply lis-
tening to the tranquil sounds of nature
around you, Common Ground Land
Trust may be a good partner for you.

Do you believe in the preservation of
land, water, and open space? Join our
land trust, become more informed, and
share your thoughts and talents.

Are you curious or interested in part-
nering with us? To learn more about our
goals and accomplishments you can find
us at:

Web: CommonGroundLT.org

Email: info@commongroundlt.org

Phone: 774-371-0156

Common Ground Land Trust, PO Box
400, Leicester, MA 01524

As stewards of multiple properties
in Spencer and Leicester, our work is
on-going and involves time, energy, and
community camaraderie. Whether you
are a resident of Spencer, Leicester, or
any other community, Common Ground
Land Trust welcomes you! Join today,
get involved, and protect the integrity of
our rural towns.

For Advertising
Iinformation
Call 774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge press.news

Tabitha Myers
named to

President’s List
at Bob Jones
University

GREENVILLE, S.C. — Tabitha Myers, a Junior Strategic
Communication major from East Brookfield, was among
over 580 Bob Jones University students named to the spring
2026 President’s List.

The President’s List recognizes students who earn a 3.75
or higher grade point average for the semester.

Founded in 1927, Bob Jones University is a Christian
liberal arts university located in Greenville, S.C. BJU offers
a well-rounded education that combines strong academics
with a biblical worldview, preparing students to succeed
in their future careers while deepening their faith. With
a student body representing 48 states, 40 countries and 5
territories, the University offers a dynamic campus envi-
ronment where each student is encouraged to pursue a
higher calling-anchored in truth, mentored in wisdom and
strengthened in faith.

Rachel Myers

named to the
Dean’s List

at Bob Jones
University

GREENVILLE, S.C. — Rachel Myers,
major from East Brookfield, was among approximately 600
Bob Jones University students named to the spring 2026
Dean’s List.

The Dean’s List recognizes students who earn a 3.00-3.74
grade point average during the semester.

Founded in 1927, Bob Jones University is a Christian

liberal arts university located in Greenville, S.C. BJU offers
a well-rounded education that combines strong academics
with a biblical worldview, preparing students to succeed
in their future careers while deepening their faith. With
a student body representing 48 states, 40 countries and 5
territories, the University offers a dynamic campus envi-
ronment where each student is encouraged to pursue a
higher calling-anchored in truth, mentored in wisdom and
strengthened in faith.

North Brookfield
church to host
Memorial Day

chicken barbecue

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The First Congregational Church of North
Brookfield will hold its annual Memorial Day Chicken Barbecue on
Monday, May 25, from noon to 2 p.m. on the church lawn under the large
outdoor tent.

The longtime community tradition will feature barbecued chicken din-
ners, live music, family activities, and games as residents gather following
Memorial Day observances.

The main dinner includes a half a barbecued chicken, whole potato, green
beans, salad, dessert, and a drink for $15. Organizers are also offering a
free hot dog meal for children under age 10 with the purchase of a chicken
barbecue ticket.

Additional hot dog meals will be available for $5 and include chips, a
drink, fruit cup, and dessert for adults and children over age 10.

Entertainment during the afternoon will include a free concert by the
Steve Bell Trio beginning at 1 p.m. on the church lawn. Family-friendly
activities are also planned, including cornhole, Gaga ball, and face painting.

Church officials encourage residents to purchase tickets in advance by
calling the church office at 508-867-8428.

Payton Prouty of Spencer
awarded an undergraduate
degree during Salve Regina
University's Commencement

NEWPORT, R.I. — Payton Prouty of Spencer was awarded an under-
graduate degree during Salve Regina University’s 76th Commencement
held May 17, on the University’s oceanside campus. Dr. Kelli J. Armstrong,
president, conferred 525 bachelor’s degrees upon the Class of 2026 A sepa-
rate ceremony was held Thursday, May 14 for recipients of graduate degrees
— 204 Master’s degrees, 25 doctoral degrees and five Doctor of Nursing
Practice degrees.

Located in historic Newport, R.I., Salve Regina University is a Catholic,
coeducational institution of higher education founded by the Sisters of
Mercy in 1947. It offers rigorous, innovative academic programming in the
liberal arts tradition that prepares students to be global citizens and lifelong
learners. More than 2,700 students from around the world are enrolled in
Salve’s 60+ academic programs, which include bachelor’s, master’s and
doctoral degrees along with graduate certificates and combined bachelor’s/
master’s programs. Every undergraduate student engages in Salve Compass,
a four-year experience that charts a personalized, values-based path con-
necting college to a successful, fulfilling career and life. The University is
also home to the Pell Center for International Relations and Public Policy,
a multi-disciplinary research center focused on the intersection of politics,
policy and ideas. For more information visit salve.edu.

www.StonebridgePress.com

Community
Connection

WORTHEAS 75177 i< OUR
JPJ[ZZ \ Pavscon

Fresh mgredtents, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997

Open 7 Days a Week » We Deliver

MAY SPECIALS
Bacon Ham and cheese Small
Pizza Sub Cheese Pizza
Sm. $6.99 Sm. 8” $5.99 |EVERYDAY 11-4
Lg. $9.99 Lg. 127 $6.99 | only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Cannot be combined
with other specials or coupons.

Burdett’'s
Trash
Pickup
LLC

URDETT’

TRASH PICKUP
L

for 15+ years -

Leicester West Brookfield
1205 Main St. 208 W. Main St.
508-892-9276 508-867-9567

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~

~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

Spencer, Leicester,
Ware, Warren and
all of the Brookfields.

508-248-9797 | Propane
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

PRIGE;;NM Tanks Filled

(JzD{) emm— $4.99 301-500... -$225 {0 80%
50-75 sverrrs $3.49 500 PLUS .vrvrrr §2.10

76150, $2.95 Dutel FUEl v $375  Driver
151-300.........$2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Thursday price 5/14/26 was 54‘59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” ﬂ‘;
.le -i

*prices subject to change

SR

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\orin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER ([J©) JEWELERS™ Bl

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com e 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

=]

For
Advertising
Information

Call

774-200-7308

Why p 5“6’ 8”_1 g :‘;’_tssoognéy trash elr(nail :@ and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
burdettstrashpickuplic.com mikae a Buy What You Like And 1 Will Install.

Family owned/operated Stonebrldge Fully Licensed And Insured: Lice'nse Number MPL-21763-]

SerViCing our Community PreSS.news Call 508 304 7816 « ]dralnman714@aol.com

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

= ///:/// s 7//:/‘///\:;//:/#:/’///:/’//* p— ==

JOHN DALY PLUMBING
The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988

Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

7/ g, =7 . = =

1 \ ! \
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SENIORS NAMED TO BAY PATH HONOR ROLL

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional
Vocational Technical School congratulates
the following students in grade 12 on being

named to the honor roll for the third quarter
of the 2025-2026 school year.

High Honors

Addison Emily Aho, Adrianna Nataly
Alicea, Isabella Aria Bitar, Edward
Stephen Blash, Dominic Dewayne Boyd,
Aleah Claire Brink, Brianna Livia Brink,
Dominic Raymond Brodeur, Emily Ann
Corey, Valentina Ashley Culberson, Joseph
Michael Daige, Myiah Kiara DeLaRosa,
Basil Oliver Doud, Jocelyn Elizabeth
Evans, Yandel Feliciano, Jordan Mariah
Ferreira, Jayla Marie Fowler, Luke Robert
Heller, Liam Wayne Hesselton, Nicholas
Edward Jalbert, Zachary Raymond Landry,
Phoebe Alyson Lawendowski, Ava Rose
Mastrototaro, Emily Jean McDonald, Felix
Casey Menard, Alexis McGee Messina,
Liam Macrae Nicoll, Matthew Thomas
Obrycki, Mariah Lynn Pereira, Kayleigh
Jean Ramm, Samantha Jeanne Reseigh,

Nathan Alexander Rouille Montoya, Jordan
Joyce Russell, Sawyer Luke Schultz,
Luke William Smolski, Gaige Charles
Thompson, Haylee Marie Zurowski

Honors

Bayleigh Alexis Abdella, Helena Rowan
Adkins, Gianna Marie Albano, Jacob John
Archambault, Alexander Tyr Audunsson,
Arianna Rose Belanger, Ryan Michael
Berthiaume, David Betancur, Roger Joseph
Bishop, Dimitri Anthony Burtt, Cameron
James Cabana, Mecheanise Monic Calo
Resto, Samuel Ella Ceppetelli, Lily Sabina
Chartier, Charles Michael Congdon,
Hunter Matthew Coombs, Jacob William
Creeron, Brody Lawrence Cunningham,
Connor Anthony Czechowski, Samuel
Richard Davis, Treyton Joseph Dery,
Cody Daniel Dombroski, Max Andrew
Domineck, Zenovi Irene Dupont, Heidi
Lynne Ebbeling, Ethan Alexander Ford,
Tristan Alexander Garcia-Cruz, Aliyah
Marie Gonyea, Jocelynn Rose Gordon,
Molly Elizabeth Grant, Isaiah Terrence
Harris-Harrington, Sadie Lynn Hawley,

Kolton Trevor Hemenway, Hannah Jean
Ingalls, Natalie Rose Ingles, Joshua William
Irons, Amara Kimberly Johnson, Christian
Michael Johnson, Tabian Marschall
Keegan, Samuel Arjun Kittredge, Allison
Hemenway Klar, Cassie Lee Kotomski,
Marshall Thomas Lafond, Nia Mya
Laforest, Callie Mae Lambert, Gabrielle
Ruth LaPan, Miranda Kate Linde, Nicolas
Sebastian Londono, Cullen Gregory
MacLeod, Mystic Leigh Marion, Bradley
Anthony McCarthy, Madeline Beverly
McDonald-Trimby, Kyle Joseph Mondor,
Sebastian Luke Moniz, Alexis Paige
Moody, Chase Patrick Newman, Sebastian
Alexander Nieuwenhoff, Benjamin Francis
Nocchi, Connor James O’Brien, Kelsey
Lynn Olson, Cole Henry Paradis, Amari
Audrey Pereira, Jacob Paul Pratt, Samuel
Joseph Prefontaine, Jae Mia Prochnow,
Taylor Lynn Richard, Jorge Santiago, Jared
Robert Senosk, Brianne Marie Sentence,
Jaxon Russell Sitko, Nathan Adam Steen,
Yandel Omar Torres, Anne Louise Turcotte,
Sebastian Paul Vargas, Ezekiel Velazquez,
Esmerelda Velez, Natalie Helen Vigeant,

Harley Ann Wilson Wadden, Ava Quiyn
Wall, Marcanthony Justin Weld, Hunter
Earl White, Trey Stephen Wilkin, Noah
Williamson

Principal’s Trust

Violet Renee Aucella, Victoria Rose
Bachand, Vincent Paul Bedard, Lucien
Stephen Brodeur, Alissa Lynn Burlingame,
Liam Michael Carlson, Frederick James
Cierpich, Marianelys Cintron Perez,
Lorelie May Curboy, Nicholas James
Dasilva, Leia Marie Foster, Bridgette Ane
Gaudreau, Aiden Mark Giroux-Provencher,
Anthony Mark Gonya, Anna Rosa Guay,
Lillian Elaine Horner, Ayden Matthew
Kennedy, Joel Carlos Landor, Julianna
Rose Lovejoy, Michael Anthony Lulu,
Gianna Marie Morelli, Jeremiah Betsaleel
Noel, Kiarelis Ester Rodriguez, Yasmilette
Santana, Alexander Charles Skladzien,
Ashley Mikayla Tingle, Thadaeus Boadi
Tweneboa, Elias Manuel Vega, Londyn
Nancy Walker, Harrison Riley Wilson,
Brook Michelle Worthington, Nash Bradley
Zimmer

EAST BROOKFIELD PUBLIC LLIBRARY

122 Connie Mack Dr.
508-867-7928
Carolann MacMaster, MLIS
Library Director
Celebrating America from the Beginning
Come learn about how the National Parks played key roles in the Revolutionary
War, enter for your chance to win a book and view a musket, and pick up the
National Commemorative Stamp and coin, that tells the history of the National Parks.
Refreshments from the Revolutionary War will be served. This is a two-part program:
“Road to Independence” Monday, June 29th at 5:30
“World Turned Upside Down” Monday, August 10th at 5:30
All ages are welcomed; however, the program should hold the interest of people from
12 and up. Vincent Kordack is an East Brookfield resident with more than 38 years of
experience as a National Park Ranger, He was assigned to 16 of the 18 National Parks that
revolve around the Revolutionary War. Will share his vast knowledge with you.
Ed Popielarczyk, Magic Show
Thursday, August 13th at 10:30
All ages are welcome to attend, come see Ed do magic tricks and create his balloon art.
Ed also has a flea circus to show you! Ed has been doing magic shows for nearly 35 years.
Come to the library and enjoy the show.

ebplibrary @gmail.com
eastbrookfieldlibrary.org

Gilbert and Friends

Thursday, July 16th at 10:30

Come visit with our cute and smart special guests, Gilbert the Pig and his friends,
Meadow and Sprinkle! Pet them, feed them, and help them with some tricks. Take pictures
with our special guests and learn all about pigs! This program will be about an hour long.

All ages welcome, children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult caregiver. One
adult for every 2 children.

Springfield Thunderbirds

Thursday, August 6th at 10:45
Come meet the NHL St. Louis Blues affiliate the Springfield Thunderbirds mascot After
a stellar season, of knocking out the number one seed in the 2nd round. At posting the
T-Birds are still in the hunt for the Calder Cup.

--Story-time

Children ages 6 months to 6 years play games, listen to stories, and create art projects
to take home. Thursday at 10:30, caregivers are required to stay with the child. One adult
caregiver is required for every 2 children.

Arts
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

Adult caregivers must attend with any children under 12 years old. One adult for 2
children. (sorry, no exception to this rule for this program). Some art projects continue to
the next week. Starts Tuesday July 7th, 21st, 23rd, August 14th and 18th at 11:00

Activity and Play

Tuesdays 10:30

An extension of our Story-time, come and join the fun. Caregivers are required to stay
with the child. One adult caregiver is required for every 2 children.

and Crafts

Paper Airplane making June 30th

Cornhole July 7th

Sidewalk Chalk Drawing July 14th

Bubbles July 21st

Origami July 28th

Bracelet making August 4th

Tour our Pond August 11th

Knitting Group

Adult Knitting Group meets on Thursdays at 1:00. All skill levels are welcome! Bring a
current project or check out our many pattern books for inspiration.

The library Wish List!

Cheap paper plates (the kind that you must use more than one or your food will spill

off.) Playdough Bubbles Large crayons Ribbon Cookies
Card stock all colors Purple glue sticks Small bags of chips  Sandwich bags
Large zip lock bags ~ Juice Coloring books Construction paper  Googly eyes
Feathers

Town Election Information and Voter Registration

Annual Town Meeting, June 10th, 7pm, at the East Brookfield Elementary School.

State Primary, September 1st, deadline to register to Vote is August 22nd at Spm. If
Registering at the Town Hall or 11:59. If registering online at https://www.sec.state.ma.us/
ovr/

General State Election, November 3rd. deadline to register to vote is October 24th at
Spm. if registering at the Town Hall or 11:59pm if registering online at https://www.sec.
state.ma.us/ovr/

Puzzle Making / Adult Board Games

If you like to build puzzles or play board games, maybe meet new people from the com-
munity, this program is for you! Program is for adults 18 years or older.

Hiring?
Reach More

Local Applicants

Walk-ins are welcome but registration is preferred so we can plan accordingly for
the snacks and number of games. Join us in the library for an afternoon of games and
snacks. Every other Tuesday at 1:00, starting June 2nd.

Saturday Board Games

All ages are welcome to come to the library and play a few board games. Saturday at
10:00

Baking Decorating Class

Come learn how to decorate cookies, cupcakes and cakes. We are looking for supplies
for this program which include the following. Cupcake wrappers, cake decorating supplies

such as decorating tips, bags, jimmies, cake mixes, cookie mixes, confection sugar, food

coloring. This program will be held on the last Tuesday of the month at 1:30. Donations
for this program are greatly appreciated. Registration is required one week prior to the
program. Please speak to Carolann for more details.

Food Shelf

Please bring new, unexpired food items to the library during our regular hours. Personal
items can include items such as shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, laundry deter-
gent, toilet paper, diapers, wipes, deodorant, barrettes, hair ties, socks, reusable plastic
containers for food, aluminum foil, plastic wrap, trash bags, dish soap, and more. Food
items suggestions: canned meat, canned vegetables, spaghetti sauce, mac and cheese that
can be made without milk, baking supplies. The collected items will be distributed to local
families and individuals in need. Our food shelf is always available during normal library
hours.

Game Day Afternoon

Thursday at 3:00 starting Jun 25th

Come learn to play different card games, like Uno, Go Fish, War, and more. All ages
are welcome to attend.

Library Book Talk Group

Meets the first Tuesday of every month, at 11:00. Stop by the library and pick up the
book in advance. Patrons are welcome to pick up the book even if they are not attending
the discussion.

Pokémon Go Club

Meets every Monday, at 3:30pm. Players must have their own device to play on.
All children and adults are welcome. Children under 12 years old must be accompanied
by an adult.

Drop in Craft

Every Monday in the children’s room there is a self-directed craft project. Craft projects
may have small parts. Children under 12 years old must be accompanied by an adult, with
one adult for every 2 children. This project is available as long as the supplies are available.

Technology Tuesday!

Need help with technology? We’re here for you! We can teach you how to do things
like using the library catalog to look for books and materials, place holds, add Libby to
your e-reader or phone, and generally make the most out of the online resources we have
available for you!

Movie Time

Stop by the library with your lunch and enjoy a block buster movie, meet new friends.
All shows start at 1:00 on Monday June 22nd, July 6th, July 20th, August 3rd and August
17th.

Reading Buddies

Starting Thursday June 25th at 2:00

Please call the library for your child to be matched with

Another child.

Sponsor An Author

Do you have a favorite author? Hate being on the waitlist to check out their newest
book? Our “Sponsor an Author” program is for you! Sponsoring the newest book guar-
antees that you will receive the book first as soon as we get it in. Your price is what the
library pays. See Carolann for details!

Library Hours

Monday 10-6

Tuesday 9-4

Thursday 9-5

Saturday 9-1

Library Staff: Carolann, Elyse, Sue, Ally, Hunter, Elliot

Library Closed: July 4th, August 29th

Friends of the Library

Want to help the library but don’t know how? Join the Friend’s Group! 1 hour 6 times
a year!!

Maker Space and Library of Things

Come visit our Maker Space area and Library of Things. There you will find cake pans,
charcuterie boards, platters, small specialty appliances, tools, button maker and so much
more. We are looking for items to add to our Library of Things and Maker Space, tools,
small kitchen appliances, gardening supplies, baby monitor, DVD player. Let us know
what you have and we will let you know if we can use it.

Summer Eats

Starting June 29th through August 13th

11:00 to 12:00

We will once again host the Summer Eats Program at the library all children are wel-
come to come by the library and pick up a FREE breakfast and Lunch meal.

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308

Hey
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Celebrating America from
the beginning at upcoming
library programs

EAST BROOKFIELD — Come learn about how the National Parks played key roles in
the Revolutionary War, enter for your chance to win a book and view a musket, and pick up
the National Commemorative Stamp and coin, that tells the history of the National Parks.
Refreshments from the Revolutionary War will be served. This is a two-part program:

“Road to Independence” Monday, June 29 at 5:30 p.m.
“World Turned Upside Down” Monday, Aug. 10 at 5:30 p.m.

First Congregational
W. Brookfield to host
concert June 20

WEST BROOKFIELD — The First Congregational Church of W. Brookfield, UCC, 36
N. Main St., W. Brookfield, will host a concert on Saturday, June 20 at 7 p.m., preceded
by a social hour from 6 - 7 p.m.

Solstice Sing for Peace and Justice - Songs to Cultivate Community, Compassion, and
Commitment will feature local singing group, A Chorus for These Times, directed by Nym
Cook with instrumentalists & guest artist Leslie Sweetnam.

All are welcome! Free yummy snacks!

There is no admission charge but donations will be accepted to support Abby’s
House, Worcester’s largest provider of affordable housing specifically designed to meet
the needs of women and children.

For more information, Call the church at 508-867-7078, contact Karen Murphy (kmur-
phy718@charter.net) or Nym Cooke (nymcooke@gmail.com).

Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church
to hold clothing drive

BROOKFIELD — The Committee for Ecology and Social Action of the Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church is sponsoring a clothing drive
through Helpsy, the largest clothing collector in the Northeast. Textile waste is a fast-growing problem, and occupies nearly 5 percent of all landfill space,

All ages are welcomed; however, the program should hold the interest of people from
12 and up. Vincent Kordack is an East Brookfield resident with more than 38 years of
experience as a National Park Ranger, He was assigned to 16 of the 18 National Parks that
revolve around the Revolutionary War. Will share his vast knowledge with you.

For
Advertising
Information

Call
774-200-7308

but 95 percent of unwanted clothing can be reused, repurposed, or recycled. Only 15 percent currently is. email.
From Monday, July 6 through Saturday, July 12, the church will be open between 3 and 7 p.m. so you can bring your old clothing (including slips, bras, ¢
underwear, socks) and certain other acceptable items, such as shoes, accessories (including hats, bags, belts, scarves and jewelry), luggage, stuffed animals mikaela@
and linens (including sheets, blankets, curtains, table linens and quilts). All items in any condition are acceptable if they are clean, dry, and odorless. .
The Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church is located at 9 Upper River Street on the Brookfield Common, near the junction of Route 9 and Route 148. Stonebndge
For more information, contact Barbara Hale at blh.buuc@gmail.com.
Press.news
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ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS §BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
| = KUBALA

lndoor/Outdoor Rcmode’ing

Decks~ Kitchens ~Bathrooms
Door~ Bedrooms ~ Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

LandscaPing

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing
Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
Tree Work ~Etc

Since 1969 [&]™ HOME mPROVEMENT

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Your Window & Door Experts!

. . . Award Winning High Performance
Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal Windows & Doors

Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services

Warrantied Work & Repairs = ) ) E
Diagnostics « A/C Repair - L ifetime - Owner: Seth Goudreau .
Tune Ups & Engine Repair = Warranty . 774-402-4694 Snowblower & Generator Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters + ABS - = . ] . Tractor Service
Alignments + Tires...and more - 100% . Prices beating the competition Tune-Uns & Renai
Major Insurance Referral Shop E :\IINAAIEIAcéT_cE; = Free Estimates Fully Insured Pe- ps ?palrs
Honoring All Insurance Estimates - E Plckup & Del“’ery
1734 Providence Road (Rt 122) - CALL NOW FOR - Black @ 208-987-2775 mrrm
Northbridge, MA 01534 = - - i =
Ph: 508-234-5211 « Fax: 508-234-2231 e o e~ | Diamond 492 Main St Oxford
www.kearnscollisioncom E 508—784—1 550 = WORCESTERCOUNTY

£
ELECTRICIAN Ryome Improvementll MASONRY

Fully Certified « RS# 2678

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
s mEEEEEEEE NSNS SN SN E N

\__AWNMOWER.COM

CONTRACTING

GJLEDUC

_PANTING_ |l Plumbing [l _ROOFING | Roofing

CHIMNEY | [ coLONNA | [BONETTI'S C==] G t S 7 Stump Gl‘llldlllg
CLEANINGS ELECTRIC | [Home Improvement o pa Ce H
Starting at $99 LLC Roofing MASONRY HARDSCAPE
ALLKINDS OF | | ;4 A1-8844 Decke T SUTDOOR
MASONRY & ) Remodeling LIVING CONSTRUCTION we dOo
CONCRETE WORK Windows Chimnos Rooai
New & Repairs, Repointing, RESIDENTIAL & Doors Imne_y epalr.
Rebuilding, Re-lining, COMMERCIAL Basement Finishing Foundation Repair
Waterproofing, Foundation . Steps, Patios
. . ELECTRICAL, Gutters Cleaning _
& Star Reoar oncra GENERATORS Pressure Washing Water Proofing .
par, ' - . Walkways Contact Mikaela Today
Walkways, Stonewalls, FIRE ALARM & Painting Landscaping Stone Veneer
New Roofs, Construction . o
& Carpentry. EV CHARGERS O‘ﬁ;jggsigfs&gsgigce Brick and Block Work 774 '200'7308 NE Longhgrn
Need to get it done? Call | P Cord Wood Therdd| Beetle Certified Y
_FRE(E’aE"s{}’;Ltes_ (508) L\censiggg;msured Brian French mikaela@ Fully Insured - Free Quotes
Quality Chimney 234-4889 508-347-4906 (413)222-5542 StOIlel‘idngl‘CSS.IlCWS REASONABLE RATES
(508)752-1003 Cell 508-688-0072 cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Scott Bernard’s| | %725 MIKELAMBERT'S = SAUNDERS &
= PLUMBING &
PRECISION g_{ﬂ HEATING INC. David SONS ROOFING
d e B b I Read our reviews at the (] ’
PAINTERS Commercial darpaie Better Business Bureau. vertlse on t ls page
. . . s A+ rating and accredited
Interior and Ex'terlor Cra]ér;;flsrtts hip Resjdenﬁa/’ ROOFI NG membt?r since 2009.
PowerWasI.ung Since 1979 New Construction| |Roofing/Gutters (i?gﬁBél_lng;I!-nF(::? l . '
WaIIpapermg? Interior-Exterior _ Repair Work 508-765-0100 or 0 ne 0 w Prlceo
General Repalr Paints, Stains, 369 Main St, Fully Licensed Lifetime material warranty &
Fully Insured Wallpaper and Sted and Insured o ISZO;\;V; :?Qéé:éanable
Overdo+Years | | Fine Faux Finishes Spencer, MA MA LIG #0S060127 GSL. p0o54d e t 7 aners
i Satistacti 1-833-969-4330 MA HIC. LIC #1079721 CT-HIC #0638641 '
Experlence a lsf action INS. # CAC032585 Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Guaranteed Fully Insured C: 508-397-6709 Family Owned and Operated
- : 508-397-67 i ji
508-764-8548 Free Estimates . 508-248- fow Agf:gi:‘,zgﬂimamr - -
774-230-8373 MIKELAMBERTSPANDH| | O 908-248-6709 5 =
774.452.0321 | |"“Gonnat con | | davidbarbate.com | | &

For Advertising Information, Gall 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news



10 SPENCER NEW LEADER .

Friday, May 22, 2026

FUTURE

continued from page Al

better structuring and con-
sistent scheduling, middle
school recess, and a struc-
tured after-school home-
work center were just a few
suggestions.

These early listening
sessions have allowed
district leadership to pro-
duce a list of early priori-
ties for this process which
include expending Student
Opportunities, strengthen-
ing career & college readi-
ness, enhancing culture and
belonging, refining systems
and supports, and increase
accountability.

Another goal of this
process, according to
McCormick, is to better
understand how the schools
should market themselves
to show students, both new
and existing, why North
Brookfield Public Schools

Town-to-Town

are worth the commitment.

“We partnered this year
with Kartoon Edu to do
two anchor videos for the
district. We started with
STEM. The second one was
a district-wide celebration,
kind of an experience video
showing the families of stu-
dents what we do within
the district. But how do we
make sure that we’re mes-
saging that consistently to
all of our stakeholders? I
think we need to be more
purposeful with our social
media presence and how we
tell our story,” McCormick
said.

The School Committee
offered some insight noting
that part of the struggle is
maintaining student num-
bers which are essential to
justifying these expanded
programs. However, these
new programs could also
serve as powerful tools
to increase student inter-

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS |

774-200-7308

est in remaining in North
Brookfield rather than
exploring outside options.
It was suggested that part of
this initiative could involve
seeking a better understand-
ing from students who plan
to leave the district about
what they found more desir-
able outside of the North
Brookfield schools.

The district’s study is far
from complete. McCormick
was set to host another
listening session the day
after the May 11 meeting,
incorporating input from
students. They plan is to
solicit input in the form of
surveys and additional lis-
tening sessions from stu-
dents, parents, and stake-
holders throughout the year
as they look towards the
next school year and how
they can continue to build
North Brookfield as a suc-
cessful district for all.

Place your ad" l_ day!

BOY SCOUT
TROOP 273

Grouped ltems: Electronics -

chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

YARI%ALE

SATURDAY, MAY 23RD

Universal Tag Parking Lot,
36 Hall Road, Du

Early Birds (8am to 9am) @ $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!
CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED!

stereos, speakers, etc.
(no TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture
- Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups,
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants,
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, FRIES AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE

ey

Deve

Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

reux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

FOSTER WAR RELICS &
PARENTS WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WANTED:
Seeking Quality WWIl & EARLIE?
Homes Throughout CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,

Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.

24/7 Support Over 40 years’
Generous experience.
Reimbursement, Call David
$1000 Sign-On (508) 688-0847.
Bonus. I'LL COME TO YOU!

# o Fridap’s Child # 4+

John is a relaxed and easy-going boy

environment.

Age 13
Registration # 8291

Massachusetts.

play—spending time with a beaded necklace and other small objects, which
he enjoys manipulating and examining. These activities bring him comfort
and help him stay grounded. John’s gentle demeanor and steady interests
make him a joy to spend time with.

https:/www.mareinc.org/child/21191223350

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adop-
tive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’thave to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. To
learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massa-
chusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways
you can help children and teens in foster care.

i a;\\ a;\\ a;\\ ai‘\\ s

who thrives in a calm and structured
He enjoys engaging in
quiet, hands-on activities that allow him
to focus and explore at his own pace.
Matching games are one of his favorite
pastimes, as they give him a sense of ac-
complishment and enjoyment. John also
loves physical activity, especially jump-
ing on his mini trampoline, which helps
him release energy in a fun and healthy
way. He is particularly fond of sensory

SEINND US YOUR NEWS!IIY

Email Us

news@

stonebridgepress.news -
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TOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD

Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry

St. Mary’s Church

4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM

CHARLTON

Chip - In Food Pantry

McKinstry Building

37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph’s Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER

Leicester Food Pantry

St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish

759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM

NORTH BROOKFIELD

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry

Located in the church hall at 296 North
Main St. North Brookfield

Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the
month from 5:00-6:30PM

the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12
Noon-1:15PM

Any questions should be directed to the
Rectory office 508 867-6469.

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community
partner affiliated with the Worcester County
Food Bank.

OXFORD

Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf

Oxford Community Center

4 Maple Road

Oxford, MA 01540

Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

ROCHDALE

The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church

674 Pleasant St.

Rochdale, MA

Distribution: Every Monday from 12:00 -
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.

SOUTHBRIDGE

St. John Paul IT Parish Food Pantry

279 Hamilton St., Southbridge

Tuesday 3-5 p.m., Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
(508) 765-0245

Southbridge Food Share

Located at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church,
lower level

446 Hamilton St,

Southbridge, MA 01550

Email:
Southbridgefoodshare.org@gmail.com
Phone: 508-764-6583

Open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday,
from 10:00 am to 11:15 am.

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY

Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA 01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry,
Located in the St. Anne Church basement,
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations

Contact: 508-347-6398

UXBRIDGE

Fellowship Church in Uxbridge.

All are Welcome!

Manna Food Pantry

Open on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays.

6 to 8 pm (Doors open at 5:45)

Located on the lower level, right-hand side
of the building.
647 Douglas St., Uxbridge, MA
WEBSTER

Webster-Dudley Food Share

4 Church St #2

Webster, MA 0570

Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
Dudley residents.

Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD

Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry

First Congregational Church

36 North Main Street,

W.Bookfield, MA 01585

Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM -
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Massasoit Art Guild announces Spring Small Works
show at Leicester Public Library

LEICESTER — The Massasoit Art Guild
will present its Spring Small Works Art and
Photography Show from April 30 through
May 27 at the Leicester Public Library,
offering visitors a chance to view a wide
range of compact-format artwork created
by guild members from across the region.

The members-only exhibition will fea-
ture original pieces limited to a maximum
size of 12 by 14 inches, measured by out-
side frame dimensions. Artists may submit
up to two entries each. Organizers said the
smaller format encourages experimentation
and accessibility while allowing a broad
range of styles and media to be displayed
in a shared community setting.

The show will be judged as a single
category rather than divided by medium.
Awards will be presented for first, second
and third place, along with an honorary
mention. A People’s Choice selection will
also be recognized. Ribbon prizes will be
awarded to winners.

Artwork drop-off and check-in is sched-
uled for Thursday, April 30, from 9:30
to 11 am. in the library’s ground-floor
Community Room. Later that day, the guild
will host a public meet-and-greet recep-
tion with participating artists from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. in the same location. Organizers
encourage all participating artists to attend
the reception to connect with visitors and

fellow exhibitors.

The exhibition will remain on display
during regular library hours through May
27. Pick-up for submitted artwork is sched-
uled for Thursday, May 28, from 9:30 to 11
a.m., again in the Community Room.

Registration for the show opened Feb.
22 and continues through April 15, or until
available space is filled. Advance registra-
tion is required, and artists must complete
the entry process through the guild’s web-
site.

Guild representatives said the annual
small works exhibition provides an oppor-
tunity for artists to present new material
while also introducing local audiences to

the range of talent within the organization.
The show is designed to be approachable
for both established artists and newer mem-
bers interested in exhibiting their work
publicly.

Support for the exhibition is provided
in part through a grant from the Spencer
Cultural Council, a local agency supported
by the Mass Cultural Council.

Additional information about show rules
and registration is available through the
Massasoit Art Guild website. Questions
may also be directed to the organization by
email at massasoitartguild@gmail.com.

Fﬂ REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

508.943.4333

hope2own.com

Stanon Pelletier - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want !
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

Foatbidye - ¥
PEN HOUSE Saturday 11am- 1prr£

Gently used, well maintained RANCH on a cul-de- sac'
1,300 sf +-, 3 BRs, 2 full baths, gas fireplace, central AC. A
| comfortable open space w/lots of natural light, private main
BR w/California closets, a remodeled Bath w/handicap ac-
cessible wide-door roll-in shower. Offers a half acre of land
Close to I-84 & Sturbridge.

4 Sewant Way,

List Price: $459,000

N

@

de-sac!

Young (2019) Pristine Raised Ranch, 1800+
SF, 3 BRs, LL Family Rm, 2-1/2 Baths, Pri-
mary BR Suite, Central AC, Country Setting
with .70 Acre Lot & Lg Fenced Area on Cul-
$489,900

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Wetister Lake Waterfront!!
0@ Vadwm Pocut # 10

Wetster Lake Waterfront

Sy Farbon Villa

Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!
Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring
1 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for relaxation &
il convenience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.

Thonpoon ~ 6 Lillian Ave |\ —~ Webeter - 106 Eact Main St (Ree 12)
 Bonnette Anes on We&z‘mf Commencial

QX

22 Union Pt

List Price: $1,050,000.

O pportunity!

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High Traffic Count, 6,200 SF
Commercial Building, Currently

Units -> Potential for More. Economical,

75x80)
fficient
Natural Gas FHA
Heat & Coolmt{;
Its close proximity
to Successful Na-
tional Franchised
Businesses gen-
erates Significant
Commerce_at this
—= Location. Conven-
ient Access.

List Price:

$ 615,000

Original Owner, 1st Time
Offered, Well-Kept, 2-BRs,
. 1-1/2 Baths, 1,500+ SF, LL
Living Potential, Private
# Deck, 20-Unit Complex,
B Desirable Setting, 1395 in
mins.

List Price: $310,000

Astounding  Panoramic
Views across mid-section
of Webster Lake! View the
| lake from all windows.
| Located on a peninsula
| providing 2 Shorelines.
4 Fireplaced Living Room!
2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat!
Central Air. Garage.

$ 900,000.

Sprawling fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre
level, w/24’x24’ 2 car att'd garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus
1,000 sf +/- finished lower level,
places w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. Open floor plan
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway wr/sliders to rear deck, and
3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors,

Webster - 24 (oopern RA
_%eweammm Craftsman Style lome

Wetster Lake —
302 Rilldeern Foland
e,

Lake ront home w/1, 700+ -
sq ft. Open k|tchen/d|n|ng/
living w/cathedral ceilings +
wall of windows. Full baths.
Lower level family room w/

walkout to water.

Featuned Listing
_zae&m ~ 53 Stater Stueet

s

3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fire-

$525,000

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
- side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
~ rms, 4 brs, 2 %2 baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
" sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out
- w/ slider. Central AC, garage
$649,900.00

Webster Lake Waterfront -
_ 31 Bayvlew"

Panoramic View, from this ab-
solutely lovely home. 2600 +/-
SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full baths, 2 car
detached garage! 63’ +/- wa-
terfront. .37 Acres! Sandy Wa-

$775,000 terfront! $1,100,000

m mis|

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044

Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254 1=y
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Licensed in MA & CT

OXFORD COLONIAL BROOKFIELD-
*Central 55+ COMMUNITY LIVING
Location — .
*Private Yard
*Sided
*1st Floor
Main Bedroom 5
*3 Full Baths *Cathedral Ceiling *3 Bedroom *2 Full Baths
st Floor *Center Fireplace * Open Living Concept for Cabinet
g : Laundry packed Kitchen/ Dining Area/ Living Room
3Elm St $445 000 20 Deer Run $285,000
WORCESTER- SOUTHBRIDGE CONDO
SPACIOUS 2
bedrooms
3 UNITS *) Baths
(*Open
*3 bedrooms Living
: Concept
féch Il_llmt Kitchen/
as Heat Dining
*Sided room.
by . *De-Lead Ci Livingroom
2 AlmontAve $825 000 Certificate | 18 Maria Ave $219 900 “Deck
“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

ERA Key Realty

ssssssss SERVICES
Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

> SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME >
Q ERA HALL OF FAME - g

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

PROBLEMS”
ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT
We need properties to sell - any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
collen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

When
Experience
and

Commitment
Matter

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI CRS C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

// \\ 508.612.1382
Ay 5;:;2“ MESRealty.com

\\!______,// Mary@WillSellit.com

$699,000

iR

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak
CRS, GRI, SRES  #[14
508-943-7669 i -
774-230-5044

I T'S A GREAT TIME TO BUY!
I DUDLEY-NEW CONSTRUCTION

25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

*2 Acres *24' Great Room
*2 Car Garage * Central Air
* Gas heat * Privacy but
Highway Convenience

Deb Listewnik508-847-0872
ReMax Vision o Bis
Licensed in MA & CT]
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CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK! pusic

308 4
A
LAKESIDE

5/22 EASY SEASON BINGO
5/29 PROFESSOR POP EVERY
6/5  JEFFANDERSON  THVRSBAY
WEEKLY SPECIAL 5
Check out our $19.99

Three-Course Meal Deals \
Availahle Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday. *

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE

CLOSED MONDAYS Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,

serve online 308lakeside.com

Please visit our website
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

EAST BROOKFIELD

Seth Newton returns to
Workshop13 for pre-tour show

WARE — Workshopl13
is excited to welcome Seth
Newton back to their Grand
Hall stage to kick off his
international “Across the
Sea” European tour. This
pre-tour show takes place
at 13 Church St., Ware, on
Sunday, May 31. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m., and the
performance begins at 6
p.m. This all-ages event
will start with opening band
Woodshed, a folk/country/

774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

americana band that loves
putting harmonies in your
ear. Tickets are available on
a sliding scale from $10-

1 $20, and can be purchased

in advance at www.work-
shop13.org.

Seth Newton is
an internationally touring,
signed singer-songwriter
known for his strong, dis-
tinctive four-octave vocal

range, passionate genre-de-
fying sound and unforget-
table live performances. He
emerged from the heavy
rock scene in Worcester,
Massachusetts, and has
gone on to build a broad
and dynamic solo career —
releasing dozens of origi-
nal studio recordings and
performing on some of the
most prestigious stages
around the world.

About Workshop13

Workshop13 is a dynam-
ic center where arts, culture,
and community converge —
expanding access to the arts
and nurturing creativity and
self-expression in our rural
region. For more informa-
tion visit workshopl3.org,
or call 413-277-6072.

MENORAL DAYsal

red hot prices... limited time only!

SPECIAL SAVINGY ON

* BEDROOMS
* LIVING ROOMS
* RECLINERS
* OCCASIONAL PIECES
* ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS

STOREWIDE
SAVINGS!

y
*x SEALY MATTRESSES MEMORIAL DAY

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd Whitinsville, MA 01588 « 508-234-8777
FREE LAYAWAY ¢ FREE DELIVERY E
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; THURS, FRI. 9:30-7:00pm; SAT. 9:30-6:00; Sun. 11-5

TOP-RATED, LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR SERVING
CHARLTON AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES. |

Financing available and major credit cards accepted. N

EMORIAL

Bring your family’s memorial back to
its original beauty.
Have it cleaned by us professionally.

PEPIN
GRANITE INC

MONUMENTS

Specializing In:
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193 &

Family Owned/Operated ¢ Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 ¢« 1500 Main St.e Leicester, MA 01524

DIsCOVER

Leo Pepin Jr. ¢ Chantelle Pepin

£ PORTER

CONTRACTING, INC

It's a bold statement. But one that we proudly stand
)p behind—because trust, quality and affordability
come standard with every job. No gimmicks, no
markups and no shortcuts. Just good, honest work.

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)
508-885-3560 (Open 7 days a week)

11” Hangmg Baskets

iy 2 for
L $42

or $24.99 ea.

6” Geraniums 12” Geranium

Patio Pots
$
6 for 46 P 2 for$55
or $7.99 ea. or $29.99 ea.

. bs . A . ¥ vl - U - -
Where E veryo|ne Goes For -
Their Piece Of The Earth!

SPRING IS HERE!

LANDSCAPING STONE [
Purple ® Red » White |

GREAT SELECTION
OF GAS GRILLS!

BEAT THE COMING PRICE INCREASES!

TWIN: $199 / FULL: $269 / QUEEN: $299

(REG. $299) (REG. $499) (REG. $599)

DEALS BETTER THAN ANY BIG BOX STORE!
FRIGIDAIRE DISHWASHER - Reg. $449.99
G.E. STOVE w/AIR FRY - reg. $899.99 $699.99
SMOOTH TOP STOVE - Reg. $699.99 $599.99
21 CU. FT. FREEZER - Reg. $999.99 $799.99
G.E. 27 CU. FT. FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR reg. $1999.99...... $1499.99
5 CU. FT. CHEST FREEZER - reg. $699.99 $189.99
AMANA WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $599.99 susuussssssssssssssssassssssssassns $489.99
ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. REFRIGERATOR - Reg. $699.99.suusresssrenss $599.99
FAMOUS MAKER OVER THE STOVE MICROWAVE - reg. 5249.99 .... $229.99
LG WASHER & DRYER - Front Load, Reg. $1599.99ussssssssssssnnssrnnssrnnss $1 ,39999
MAYTAG DELUXE WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $699.99.suusmsssssssssnass $499.99
FRIGIDAIRE SIDE BY SIDE - Reg. $1,499.99 susssesssssssessssesssssssessssenss $1099.99

SALE!

43” Smart TV $199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV
Regularly $699.99

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

s = .
m ' Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

or SPENCER! ot [} (O S
MATTRESS SALE! §

$32009

Light Gray  Dark Gray
Greige © Blue

e Construction Stone
o Title V Sand e Utility Sand
¢ Concrete Sand e Pool Liner Sand |-,
e Chicken Coop Sand e Silt
o Stone Dust ¢ Crushed Gravel
e Crushed Asphalt
o Crushed Concrete  Cold Patch |-

WE REPAIR BIKES! | :
SPRING BIKE

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA
WH I I CO 508.885.9343

F- SELF PICK-UP OR CALL ‘;‘
HOME OWNER
= To SCHEDULE YOUR MLLIIVEM

TUNE-UP: - DELIVERY TODAY!

$49.99!

NO
MINIMUMS —g=

98 N. Spencer Rd.,e Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA _ g
. .popgsgnqandqravpl.gom, o

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM



