
G O S H E N  — 
Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, 
CRRN of  Athol (for-
merly of  Dudley and 
Douglas), Academy 
Director at Bay Path 
Practical Nursing 
Academy in Charlton 
was joined by her 
husband, Joseph 
Bolandrina at the 
Institute for the 
Musical Arts www.
ima.org. The Institute 
for the Musical Arts 
(I.M.A.) was founded by 
Ann Hackler and June 
Millington in Northern 
California in 1986 and 
received its nonprofit 
status in 1987.

In 2001, the proper-
ty was purchased in 
Western Massachusetts 
for a permanent facili-
ty. From IMA Web site, 
“The institute’s non-
profit mission is to sup-
port women and girls in 
music and music-relat-
ed businesses. Rooted 
in the legacy of  pro-
gressive equal rights 
movements, I.M.A.’s 

development is guided 
by the visions, needs, 
and concerns of  women 
from a diversity of  
backgrounds and has 
grown from the need to 
nourish ourselves and 
each other.”

The Bolandrinas met 
with June Millington 
a Filipina American 
guitarist, songwrit-
er, producer, educator, 
and actor. Millington’s 
career spanned from 
hard-rocking early 
days to the folkier 
sound she turned to 
in the mid- ‘70s (as a 
key part of  the wom-
en’s music movement, 
a queer-friendly alter-
native to the male-dom-
inated mainstream 
music industry.) As 
the co-founder of  the 
I.M.A. Millington 
runs rock camps for 
teen girls in Western 
Massachusetts and the 
invitation to attend the 
rock camps was extend-
ed to the practical nurs-
ing students, alumni, 
staff, and the friends 
and families of  the Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy community.

Millington released 
“Snapshots,” her first 

solo album since 1988. 
“Snapshots” has twelve 
tunes and a lot of  color. 
She recorded some of  
the tunes with teens 
from the rock camps, 
while singer Evelyn 
Harris, formerly of  
Sweet Honey in the 
Rock, and Millington’s 
brother, Scott, a drum-
mer, contributed to 
“Un-Knowable.” “The 
Ballad of  Fanny” is a 
vibrant acoustic demo 
that Millington record-
ed in 1971 and “Make Me 
Happy” dates from 1977 
or ’78, when she was 
living in Woodstock, 
N.Y. According to 
Millington, the bulk of  
the work on the album, 
took place in the fall 
of  2020 and early win-
ter of  2021 when she 
was riding out the pan-
demic at the I.M.A. 
Millington played all 
the instruments her-
self  on a few songs, and 
recorded many of  the 
vocal parts. Her work 
as a musician is influ-
ential with a message 
to keep pushing ahead. 
She is persistent and 
is still making a differ-
ence.
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Uxbridge unveils 
final report

UXBRIDGE — The Uxbridge Senior Center and 
University of  Massachusetts Boston Gerontology 
Institute are excited to share with you the report “Aging 
in Uxbridge: A Community Needs Assessment.”

This report is the result of  many months of  coordi-
nation and planning and is the culmination of  feed-
back and ideas from Uxbridge’s residents who have 
provided their time, energy, and ideas. Over the past 
year, many Uxbridge residents of  all ages participated 
in interviews, focus groups and a community survey.

The focus areas include outdoor spaces and public 
buildings; broader transportation options; respect for 
diversity and social inclusion; communication and 
public information; housing choices; social participa-
tion; civic participation and employment; community 
and mental and physical health services.

The report was researched and written by the 
expert team at the University of  Massachusetts Boston 
Gerontology Institute. We would also like to thank Dr. 
Caitlin Coyle and her team at UMass for their passion, 
enthusiasm, and dedication to this project.

We are grateful to everyone who participated in this 
process and provided thoughtful feedback including 
Uxbridge residents, community leaders, service pro-
viders, business owners, and municipal employees 
who gave of  their time and provided insights into how 
to make Uxbridge a more vibrant community.

Please join us on Wednesday, Feb. 19 at noon at the 
Uxbridge Senior Center, located at 36 South Main St., 
Uxbridge, for a presentation of  this Final Report. This 
is a luncheon meeting so please sign up early as space 
is limited. There will also be an evening Zoom meeting 
presentation at the Board of  Selectmen meeting which 
will be held on Monday, Feb. 24 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town 
Hall.

We trust you will find this report to be informative 
and we encourage you to participate in the work ahead 
to meet our community’s needs and improve the lives 
of  Uxbridge’s residents. This report will be shared 
widely, and the information will be used to support 
strategic and program planning.

Thank you for your support, vision, and engagement 
as we work to make Uxbridge a community for all ages. 
For more information, please contact Lisa Bernard, 
Director of  the Uxbridge Senior Center, at 508-278-8622 
or lbernard@uxbridge-ma.gov.

Courtesy

UniBank showed its appreciation for local first responders from the Uxbridge Police and Fire Departments last week by 
donating $2,500 each to both departments. Pictured in photo (left) are: Michael Welch (CEO of UniBank), Lt. Timothy 
Burke of the Police Department, Sandy Lemire (UniBank), Karen Beane (VP, Mortgage Consultant, NMLS# 485228) and 
Michael Sulham (VP, Relationship Branch Manager, NMLS# 688959).

NORTHBRIDGE — On 
Jan. 9, the Massachusetts 
Board of  Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) 
awarded $1.3 million in 
planning and design 
grants to thirteen librar-
ies. Whitinsville Social 
Library and the Town 
of  Northbridge was one 
of  the 13 municipalities 
awarded this competitive 
grant. Northbridge is one 
of  three municipalities 
on the waitlist for the 
grant.

The Massachusetts 
Public Library 
Construction Program 
(MPLCP) is a state-fund-
ed program that works 

with local communities 
to build, renovate, and 
expand public libraries.

The MPLCP awards 
grants in two phases: 
Planning and Design 
Phase and Construction 
Phase. Planning and 
Design includes the award 
of  a $100,000 grant part-
nered with $150,000 from 
the town via vote at the 
Spring Town Meeting in 
2024. These funds will be 
spent on hiring an archi-
tect to design and plan the 
library expansion. The 
plans will be submitted to 
MBLC by January 2026. 
Once the plans are inde-
pendently reviewed and 

pass the Level of  Design 
per MPLCP standards, 
Northbridge’s project 
will be recommended 
for a construction phase 
grant as soon as funding 
becomes available

There are many fac-
tors involved in fund-
ing becoming available, 
including the MPLCP's 
annual cap as set by 
the Governor’s Office 
of  Administration and 
Finance and potential 
delays in contracted 
projects. MPLCP could 

cover 45-50 percent of  
total construction costs 
for a library expansion 
project. Remaining costs 
may be procured through 
the town of  Northbridge, 
the Library Board of  
Trustees, and community 
fundraising efforts.

In early 2024, Library 
Director Rebecca 
Sasseville began creat-
ing a Library Building 
Program required to 
apply for the grant. The 
application was submit-
ted in late May 2024 and 

included feedback from 
local residents and library 
patrons. Comments 
included the library’s 
need for a dedicated pro-
gramming space, meet-
ing rooms, and a larger 
enclosed children’s room. 
The full Library Building 
Program is available on 
the library’s website.

Whitinsville Social 
Library has been locat-
ed at 17 Church St. since 
it was built by archi-
tect Richard Clipston 
Sturgis in 1913. It was 

constructed through the 
efforts of  Edward and 
Arthur Fletcher Whitin. 
The brothers sold it to 
the town of  Northbridge 
for $1.00 in 1917. The 
institution was found-
ed in 1844 and has been 
Northbridge’s public 
library since 1876. Except 
for a small addition in 
2000 for an elevator, hand-
icap accessible public 
bathroom, and the open-
ing of  the book stacks to 
the public, the building is 
unchanged.

DOUGLAS — The 
Blackstone Valley 
Community Chorus wel-
comes new and returning 
singers to Open Call for our 
2025 spring season! Open 
Call will take place on 
Sunday, March 2, at 6 p.m. 
at the Douglas Municipal 
Center Resource Room 
located at 29 Depot St. in 
Douglas. New members 
do not need to prepare an 

audition song, but should 
come ready to sing. There 
is a $35 membership fee to 
join. Rehearsals take place 
on Sundays at 6 p.m. at the 
Douglas Municipal Center 
beginning on March 9.

This season the BVCC 
is preparing a Gospel pro-
gram and collaborative 
concert with Joyful Voices 
of  Inspiration, a Boston 
based Gospel choir, to be 

performed on May 4 at 
Valley Chapel in Uxbridge.

The Blackstone Valley 
Community Chorus is a 
non-audition chorus with 
people of  varied ages and 
musical abilities brought 
together by a shared love 
of  music and a commit-
ment to providing our 
community with excep-
tional musical experienc-
es. We welcome anyone 

who would like to join us, 
we only ask that you have 
the ability to carry a tune. 
Whether you enjoy sing-
ing at your school, with a 
church choir, or in your 
car or shower, we hope 
you will consider joining 
our friendly musical fam-
ily! For more information 
on the BVCC, visit us on 
Facebook or at www.bvc-
chorus.org.

Courtesy

(Right) From left: Joseph 
Bolandrina, June Millington 
and Gretheline Bolandrina.
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or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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of the WEEK 

Good with Kids & Dogs! 
Meet Blue! 1 yr/64lb/Male/Shepherd/Husky Mix

Meet Blue!  He’s a handsome, smart, lovable dog who is good with kids and 
dogs.  Blue is super social and enjoys being the “mayor”.  That said, he isn’t a 
fan of crating.  Blue would do well in a home with a family who is looking for 
a well tempered, social, dog.  They would want to be home more often than 
not and be open to using a sturdy crate.  Blue is also a dog who would thrive 

going to doggie daycare.  Like many huskies, Blue can jump fences. That said, 
he wants to be where the party is.  So, if people and dogs are involved.....Blue 

will be front and center!  This special dog is always the first to hand out hugs & 
kisses, he will show you his skills sitting & laying down - he just wants you to 

think he’s great.  And, we do! Apply at PawfectLifeRescue.org

BLUE

rEAL ESTATE
BLACKSTONE

$720,000, 7 Orchard St, Carter, Nadine 
L, and Daniello, Christopher J, to Rodrick 
Ft, and Rodrick, Laurence A.

$480,000, 226 Elm St #226, Cordell Jr, 
Thomas C, to Sarmiento, Luis G.

$285,000, 39 Fairway Ln #39, Bessett 
Charles E Est, and Guilbert, Suzanne, 
to Sandra L Dutkevitch RET, and 
Dutkevitch, Sandra L.

DOUGLAS
$529,999, 22 Conservation Dr, Lackey 

Dam Properties Inc, to Rebello, Steven W, 
and Rebello, Melissa A.

$490,000, 84 South St, Buchanan, Kevin 
L, to Glaude, Robert E, and Glaude, 
Samantha E.

NORTHBRIDGE
$614,077, 17 Crestwood Cir #46, Stone 

Hill Partners LLC, to Gorzela, Richard S, 
and Gorzela, Donnamarie B.

$605,750, 144 Rolling Ridge Dr #50, 
Stone Hill Partners LLC, to Fregeau, 
Linda M.

$550,000, 221 Church St, Superior 
Realty TLLC, to Diniz, Gabryel C.

UXBRIDGE
$862,500, 32 Turner Farm Rd, Brown, 

Brian, and Kieran, Patricia, to Saini, 
Vikas C, and Saini, Archana K.

$740,000, 46 Landry Ln, Norberg, David 
S, and Norberg, Jacqueline A, to Riera, 
Diego F, and Riera, Deissy P.

$600,440, 189 Crownshield Ave #D, 
Woodlands Uxbridge Rlty L, to Trivedy, 
Ashish R, and Trivedy, Amee A.

$505,000, 36 Pouts Ln #36, Jenkins, 
Anthony, and Jenkins, Sarah, to Curran, 
Thomas.

$505,000, 36 Pouts Ln #36, Curran, 
Thomas, to Curran, Thomas, and 
Curran, Christy.

$85,000, 58 Landry Ln, Norberg, David 
S, and Norberg, Jacqueline A, to Riera, 
Diego F, and Riera, Deissy P.

$85,000, 73 Landry Ln, Norberg, David 
S, and Norberg, Jacqueline A, to Riera, 
Diego F, and Riera, Deissy P

Legislators seek support for those dealing with crumbling foundations

Local students earn Dean’s List honors at Nichols College

Local students named to President’s List at Plymouth State University

Plymouth State University announces Fall 2024 Dean’s List

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — For area residents who 
have grappled with the crumbling foun-
dations crisis since 2017, disappointment 
and setbacks have become all too familiar. 
But in spite of  the latest hitch endured 
when the State House of  Representatives 
failed to take up a bill meant to support 
affected homeowners, the new year is 
bringing fresh waves of  hope.

During the final legislative session 
of  2024, House members took no action 
on the bill that was approved by State 

Senate members. Had the bill been 
greenlighted, it would have provided 
desperately needed support to home-
owners.

“It’s frustrating that the House failed to 
take up the crumbling foundations bill in 
the previous legislative session, but we’re 
not giving up and will refile legislation 
this month,” said State Sen. Peter Durant 
(R—Spencer). “I am hopeful that we can 
garner support from our colleagues in 
the House, many of  whom have constitu-
ents struggling with this issue.”

The crisis began in 2017 with the dis-

covery of  multiple deteriorating foun-
dations in northern Connecticut and 
west-central Massachusetts, all of  which 
were constructed with concrete produced 
from stone aggregate that was supplied 
by the same quarry in Willington, Conn.

A 2018 investigation confirmed that 
the presence of  a naturally occurring 
iron sulfide mineral—pyrrhotite—taint-
ed the stone aggregate produced from 
one vein of  the quarry. Because the 
mineral causes a slow deterioration of  
concrete foundations when exposed to 
oxygen and water, problems didn’t start 

surfacing at homes until many years 
after they were built.

Homes constructed between 1983 and 
2015 could be impacted by the crisis, 
officials said. The majority of  the taint-
ed concrete was supplied by the now 
defunct J.J. Mottes Concrete and Septic 
Supply Company in Stafford, Conn.

Cracking, flaking, bowing, and sepa-
ration of  concrete are all indicators of  a 
problem that could jeopardize the entire 
house if  not addressed, officials warn.

The cost to replace a foundation ranges 
between $150,000 and $250,000 per house. 
Most home insurance policies do not 
cover costs associated with the crisis.

In recent years, many homeowners 
whose foundations are showing signs 
of  deterioration have been afraid to get 
testing done and risk being unable to sell 
their properties. Other residents have 
passed up opportunities to buy homes 
because they weren’t able to get exten-
sive testing done in finished basements.

Having spent several years advocating 
for affected homeowners, local legislators 
explained that it’s critical to continue 
putting pressure on their colleagues and 
conveying the direness of  the situation.

“We often hear about affordable hous-
ing and ways the legislature can work 
to provide that, yet we have people who 
can afford their homes until their foun-
dations crumble from a naturally occur-
ring element, and we are not working 
quickly enough to help them retain their 
homes,” Durant said.

This year’s refiled bill would establish 
a commission to study the best ways 
to deal with the growing problem of  
crumbling concrete. Bay State legislators 
are hoping to catch up to their counter-
parts in Connecticut, who have already 
taken several significant actions to assist 
homeowners.

“Connecticut has established a work-
able program, and we certainly could use 
that as a model, or find a method more 
suitable for Massachusetts,” Durant said.

Last year, the proposed legislation was 
passed in the Senate at a formal sum-
mer session, then again at an informal 
December session.

DUDLEY — Nichols College is proud 
to recognize the academic accomplish-
ments of  students on the fall 2024 Dean's 
List.

Dean's List recognizes those students 
who achieve high grades during a single 
semester. In order to be included on the 
Dean's List, a student must have a min-
imum grade point average of  3.5 for at 
least 12 undergraduate credit-hours and 
must have received no grades below B- 
during the semester.

The following local students have 
achieved Dean's List honors for the fall 

2024 semester:
Saige Frazier of  Uxbridge
Collin Harty of  Whitinsville
Jack Morvan of  Uxbridge
Shane Okenquist of  Uxbridge
Victorya Pacheco of  Douglas
Tyler Richardson of  Uxbridge

About Nichols College
Nichols College has earned busi-

ness accreditation from the pres-
tigious Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of  Business (AACSB 
International), the longest serving glob-

al accrediting body for business schools 
and the largest business education net-
work connecting learners, educators, and 
businesses worldwide. Founded in 1815, 
Nichols transforms today's students into 
tomorrow's leaders through a dynamic, 
career-focused business and profession-
al education. Nichols offers real-world 
learning focused on professional depth 
- combined with vibrant living, competi-
tive athletics, and an unmatched alumni 
advantage - equipping students to exceed 
their own expectations. www.nichols.edu

PLYMOUTH, New Hampshire — 
922 students have been named to the 
Plymouth State University President's 
List for the Fall 2024 semester. To be 
named to the President's List, a student 
must achieve a grade point average of  
3.70 or better for the Fall 2024 semester 
and must have completed at least 12 cred-
it hours during the semester, at least nine 
of  which must confer grade points, at the 
time the lists are finalized.

Nolan Shayer, Undeclared major of  
Douglas

Devon Gokey, Cell and Molecular 
Biology major of  Uxbridge

Cecelia White, Allied Health Sciences 
major of  Douglas

About Plymouth State University
Established in 1871, Plymouth State 

University serves the state of  New 
Hampshire and the world beyond by 
transforming our students through 
advanced practices where engaged learn-
ing produces well-educated undergradu-
ates, and by providing graduate education 
that deepens and advances knowledge 

and enhances professional development. 
The Plymouth State Cluster Learning 
Model emphasizes open, integrative, and 
project-based experiences. With distinc-
tion, we connect with community and 
business partners for economic develop-
ment, technological advances, healthier 
living, and cultural enrichment with a 
special commitment of  service to the 
North Country and Lakes Region of  
New Hampshire. To learn more about 
Plymouth State University, visit www.
plymouth.edu.

PLYMOUTH, New Hampshire — 
Plymouth State University recognizes 
376 students who made the Dean's List 
for the Fall 2024 semester. To be named to 
the Dean's List, a student must achieve a 
grade point average between 3.50 and 
3.69 during the Fall 2024 semester and 
must have completed at least 12 credit 
hours during the semester, at least nine 
of  which must confer grade points, at 
the time the lists are finalized.

James Oatis, a English major of  
Northbridge

Justine Brueggemann, a Allied Health 
Sciences major of  Whitinsville

About Plymouth State University
Established in 1871, Plymouth State 

University serves the state of  New 
Hampshire and the world beyond by 
transforming our students through 
advanced practices where engaged 
learning produces well-educated under-
graduates, and by providing graduate 
education that deepens and advances 
knowledge and enhances profession-

al development. The Plymouth State 
Cluster Learning Model emphasizes 
open, integrative, and project-based 
experiences. With distinction, we con-
nect with community and business 
partners for economic development, 
technological advances, healthier liv-
ing, and cultural enrichment with a 
special commitment of  service to the 
North Country and Lakes Region of  
New Hampshire. To learn more about 
Plymouth State University, visit www.
plymouth.edu.



DUDLEY — 
Nichols College 
is proud to recog-
nize the academic 
accomplishments 
of  students on the 
fall 2024 President's 
List.

P r e s i d e n t ' s 
List recognizes 
those students 
who achieve high 
grades during a 
single semester. 
Students whose 
semester grade 
point average is 
3.85 or higher for at 
least 12 undergrad-
uate credit-hours 
and no grades 
below B- will 

receive President's 
List honors.

The following 
local students 
have achieved 
President's List 
honors:

Ella Haker of  
Uxbridge

Casey Holland 
of  Douglas

Chloe McDonald 
of  Uxbridge

Z a c h a r y 
O'Meara of  
Northbridge

A l e x a n d r i a 
Patterson of  
Uxbridge

Joshua Pinoos 
of  Whitinsville

E t h a n 

Soyinthisane of  
Douglas

Victoria Symock 
of  Douglas

B e n j a m i n 
Wiersma of  
Uxbridge

Erin Wyndham 
of  Northbridge

About Nichols 
College

Nichols College 
has earned busi-
ness accreditation 
from the presti-
gious Association 
to Advance 
C o l l e g i a t e 
Schools of  
Business (AACSB 
International), the 
longest serving 

global accrediting 
body for business 
schools and the 
largest business 
education network 
connecting learn-
ers, educators, and 
businesses world-
wide. Founded 
in 1815, Nichols 
transforms today's 
students into 
tomorrow's lead-
ers through a 
dynamic, career-fo-
cused business 
and professional 
education. Nichols 
offers real-world 
learning focused 
on professional 
depth - combined 

with vibrant liv-
ing, competitive 
athletics, and an 
unmatched alumni 
advantage - equip-
ping students to 
exceed their own 
expectations. www.
nichols.edu

EASTON — 
Stonehill College 
proudly recogniz-
es the students 
named to the Fall 
2024 Dean's List. 
To qualify for this 
recognition, stu-
dents must achieve 
a semester grade 
point average of  
3.50 or better. They 
must also have suc-
cessfully complet-
ed all courses for 
which they were 
registered during 
the term.

Justine Michaud 
of  Douglas

Rory Paul of  
Uxbridge

Camryn Salera 
of  Douglas

Katharine Tubbs 
of  Northbridge

N i c o l a s 
DeNorscia of  
Whitinsville

T y l e r 
Fairweather of  
Uxbridge

Maria Pinheiro 
of  Uxbridge

About Stonehill 
College

S t o n e h i l l 
College, a Catholic 
institution of  
higher learning, 
was founded by 
the Congregation 

of  Holy Cross in 
1948. Located on 
the beautiful 387-
acre campus and 
former estate of  
Frederick Lothrop 
Ames in North 
Easton, it is a com-
munity of  schol-
arship and faith, 
anchored by a 
belief  in the inher-
ent dignity of  each 
person.

Through more 
than 100 academic 
programs in the 
liberal arts, scienc-
es, business and 
pre-professional 
field, Stonehill 
College provides 
an education of  
the highest cal-
iber that fosters 
critical thinking, 
free inquiry and 
the interchange 

of  ideas for more 
than 2,500 stu-
dents.

S t o n e h i l l 
College educates 
the whole per-
son so that each 
Stonehill graduate 
thinks, acts and 
leads with cour-
age toward the 
creation of  a more 
just and compas-
sionate world.
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www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Mikel and I 
can make one handed three 
shots in basketball!    
Mikel is a thoughtful, ma-

ture and likeable teen. When 
asked to describe his personal-
ity, Mikel stated “I am friendly, 
and I try to be kind to others.” 
Mikel has a variety of interests. 
He loves watching and playing 
sports, specifically basketball 
and football. Mikel enjoys sing-
ing and dancing to pop and 
HipHop music. He is a real fan 
of songs by Bruno Mars and 
Anderson .Paak. Mikel also 

likes playing video games such as Mario and NBA 2K. 
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/

child/7138  

 Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.   

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with.  

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) 
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process. 
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and 
teens in foster care. 

Mikel 
Age 17 

Registration # 7138 

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Funds proposed for infrastructure statewide

QCC’s Dental Clinic offers free preventative 
dental services for seniors and veterans

DA’s office receives $50,000 to implement Juvenile Diversion program

Stonehill College announces fall Dean’s List

Local students earn President’s List honors at Nichols College

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — 
Gov. Maura 
Healey recently 
announced major 
upgrades planned 
for the state’s 
roads, bridges, and 
regional transpor-
tation systems.

During an 
a n n o u n c e m e n t 
earlier this month, 
the Governor out-
lined $8 billion 
in infrastructure 
projects target-
ed over the next 
decade. The invest-
ments will be 
made without rais-
ing taxes, officials 
pledged.

The plan will 
be filed as legis-
lation in the com-
ing weeks as part 
of  the Governor’s 
Fiscal Year 2026 
budget proposal 

and an accompa-
nying supplemen-
tal budget.

“This historic 
transpor tat ion 
proposal rep-
resents smart, for-
ward-thinking fis-
cal management, 
and it will have 
an impact on peo-
ple in all regions 
of  our state,” said 
Healey. “We’re 
going to invest 
billions of  dollars 
to deliver better 
roads, less traffic, 
safer bridges, and 
a transit system 
that works in every 
region.”

Across central 
Massachusetts, 
officials have 
long called upon 
state leaders to 
make significant 
investments in 
road and bridge 
improvements. 

The Governor’s 
new plan is expect-
ed to bring relief  
to drivers whose 
daily commutes 
not only cause 
traffic headaches, 
but also damage 
to vehicles due to 
banged-up roads.

“This plan will 
accelerate our 
efforts to repair 
crumbling bridg-
es, fix our cul-
verts, and advance 
important projects 
throughout the 
state,” said Lt. Gov. 
Kim Driscoll. “Our 
administration 
knows the role a 
safe, reliable, and 
efficient trans-
portation system 
plays in the future 
of  Massachusetts, 
and this plan rep-
resents a gigantic 
step forward.”

If  approved, the 

proposal would 
direct $857 million 
in surplus Fair 
Share revenue 
from FY24 to pub-
lic transportation. 
Additionally, the 
proposal would 
dedicate $765 
million in Fair 
Share resources 
from FY26 to the 
Commonwealth 
Transportation 
Fund.

As part of  the 
capital expansion 
effort, Governor 
Healey intends to 
file a multi-year 
Chapter 90 bill 
later this month 
that would grow 
the funding pool 
directed to cities 
and towns to $300 
million per year 
for five years.

The transpor-
tation proposal 
includes $2.5 bil-

lion for road and 
bridge repairs 
across the state 
through MassDOT, 
with money set 
aside for culverts, 
small bridge 
repairs, and safe-
ty and congestion 
hotspots.

The funding 
would also allow 
for projects advanc-
ing east-west rail 
operations. These 
include proposed 
capacity improve-
ments near 
Pittsfield, track 
work and accessi-
bility upgrades in 
Springfield, and 
station planning 
in Palmer. The 
ultimate goal is to 
reduce traffic con-
gestion by offering 
fast, reliable rail 
service linking 
the Berkshires to 
Boston.

WO RC E S T E R 
— Quinsigamond 
C o m m u n i t y 
College’s Dental 
Hygiene Clinic is 
continuing to offer 
free preventative 
dental services to 
anyone aged 55 
or older, as well 
as active military 
members and vet-
erans. The clinic, 
located at QCC’s 
West Boylston 
Street campus, 
offers dental 
assessments, teeth 
cleaning, X-rays 
and fluoride treat-
ments. For patients 
who are not in the 
aforementioned 
categories, rates 
are $25 for adults 
and $20 for chil-

dren.
“We currently 

have a relation-
ship with Senior 
Connection (for-
merly Central 
Mass. Agency on 
Aging) through 
a grant that gives 
our senior patients 
free services in 
the dental clinic,” 
said Dental Clinic 
Operations and 
Facilities Manager 
Sheryl Ficorilli.

The grant, 
which began in 
January of  2022, 
has supported over 
750 senior patients. 
The program also 
provides transpor-
tation to and from 
the dental hygiene 
clinic.

QCC’s dental 
hygiene students 
are required to 
spend a certain 
number of  hours 
in direct patient 
care and the 
patients from this 
program provide 
that valuable inter-
action.

“This helps our 
students gain the 
necessary skills 
to graduate and 
become active 
in the area den-
tal community," 
Ficorilli added.

To make an 
appointment or for 
more information, 
call 508-854-4306 or 
visit www.QCC.
e d u / d e n t a l - hy -
giene-clinic.

“Gov. Healey and 
Lt. Gov. Driscoll 
have stressed that 
t r a n s p o r t at i o n 
systems must 
work if  we want 
our communities 
to thrive,” said 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Transportation 
Secretary and CEO 
Monica Tibbits-
Nutt. “With the 
Governor's plan, 
we are taking very 
actionable steps to 
increase the use of  
Fair Share revenue 
and offer munic-
ipalities more 
money through 
the Chapter 90 pro-
gram.”

Additional pro-
posed funding 

includes $400 mil-
lion to address 
workforce and 
safety initiatives 
identified as neces-
sary by the Federal 
Transit Authority; 
$25 million for a 
Winter Resilience 
A s s i s t a n c e 
Program for 
municipalities; 
and $25 million 
for RTA workforce 
recruitment and 
retention.

The Governor 
also plans to 
use $1.2 bil-
lion in Grant 
A n t i c i p a t i o n 
Notes (GANs) to 
borrow against 
future federal 
highway grants to 

finance priority 
projects statewide.

The financing 
plan was heavi-
ly informed by 
the work of  the 
Transportation 
Funding Task 
Force, which 
was created by 
Governor Healey 
through executive 
order last January. 
The task force 
spent the past year 
reviewing current 
and projected rev-
enue sources.

To learn 
more about the 
Governor’s trans-
portation and 
infrastructure pro-
posals, visit www.
mass.gov.

WO RC E S T E R 
— The Worcester 
County District 
Attorney’s Office 
has received a 
$50,000 grant to 
expand its youth 
diversion program 
to the residents of  
Southbridge and 
Fitchburg, accord-
ing to Worcester 
County District 
Attorney Joseph 
D. Early, Jr.

The grant from 
the Executive 
Office of  Public 
Safety and 
Security (EOPSS) 
will allow the 
office, in collabora-
tion with Choices, 
Inc., to expand the 
Early Diversion 
Worcester (EDW) 
program, which 
diverts vulnera-
ble adolescents 
between the ages 
of  12 to 18 who 
might otherwise 

enter the crimi-
nal justice system 
due to the impact 
of  school suspen-
sions.

“By reaching 
kids early, we can 
work to adapt and 
modify behavior, 
while hopefully 
preventing a life-
time of  involve-
ment with the 
criminal justice 
system,” Early 
said. “This is 
crime prevention 
at its best.”

The current 
Early Diversion 
Program has suc-
cessfully enrolled 
and screened 60 
youth since its full 
implementation in 
February 2024. One 
parent of  a partici-
pant shared, “The 
Choices program 
is a supportive, 
accepting environ-
ment that has had 

a huge impact on 
my son and our 
family. In just a 
couple of  months, 
he has made new 
friends and has 
found the motiva-
tion to strive for 
his dreams again. 
We are forever 
grateful.”

Research by 
Citizens For 
Juvenile Justice 
(CFJJ) has shown 
that youth are 
twice as likely 
to be arrested 
during periods 
of  school sus-
pension or expul-
sion. In response 
to this issue, the 
Healey-Driscoll 
Administration 
allocated nearly 
$200,000 through 
the Title II Formula 
Grant Program to 
support nonprof-
it organizations, 
local police, and 

state agencies 
working to pre-
vent at-risk youth 
from entering the 
juvenile justice 
system. The fund-
ing is designed to 
improve outcomes 
for adolescents 
through commu-
nity-based organi-
zations that offer 
essential services 
and support.

The program 
offers a pre-arrest 
diversion model 
that provides 
comprehensive, 
trauma-informed, 
recovery-oriented, 
and equity-based 
behavioral health 
services to youth 
and their families. 
These services 
will be provid-
ed at the Choices 
program center in 
Worcester, where 
participants will 
receive individual-

ized care.
Voluntary par-

ticipants in the 
program will 
undergo a compre-
hensive intake and 
assessment, which 
will guide the 
development of  a 
person-centered 
care plan. This 
plan will consider 
the child’s current 
risk status, history, 
available resourc-
es, and the needs 
of  both the child 
and their family. 
In addition, par-
ticipants will have 
access to daily 
programming and 
free transportation 
to the Choices cen-
ter in Worcester. 
It is anticipated 
that the program 
will assist 20 to 25 
youth through the 
duration of  the 
grant.



To the Editor:
The recent collapse of  a building on 

South Main Street in Uxbridge, which 
resulted in the closure of  several busi-
nesses and the hospitalizations of  two 
individuals, highlights an imperative 
issue in our society today: the low-quality 
and aging infrastructure that is detrimen-
tal to our communities. This collapse sug-
gested to be caused by an excessive load of  

water, demonstrates the susceptibility of  
structures to large amounts of  weight and 
environmental stressors, and demands 
attention immediately.

While this specific infrastructure fail-
ure was local to Uxbridge, it is also hap-
pening on a global scale. For example, 
recently in Turkey, a four-story building 
collapsed and trapped at least five people. 
Although the exact cause remains a mys-

tery, such accidents result from structural 
failures, poor supervision, faulty design, 
and disregard for proper protocols.

To address this pressing matter, it is 
vital that local governments and proper-
ty owners not only actively assess their 
structures, but also comply with build-
ing regulations to ensure safe structures 
are built. While taking shortcuts in con-
structing new buildings may save a few 

pennies in the short term, the long-term 
negative effects it can have on families 
and businesses are often fatal and not 
worth the risk. Investing in the strength 
of  our infrastructure is a commitment to 
ensuring the well-being of  our commu-
nities.

Logan O'Connell
Uxbridge

To the Editor:
Society has changed throughout the 

years — along with technological advanc-
es — but I would argue that these differ-
ences are not for the better.

During the early 2000s, social media was 
a new set of  platforms that no one really 
cared about. Not even thirty years later, 
this form of  technology has completely 
engulfed individuals as it has become the 
determining factor of  how one interacts 
with the world around them. Today, the 
average individual spends at least two 
hours a day on various social media 
platforms where they are met with count-
less false realities. Those posting tend 
to only pick the best of  the pictures to 

show or they edit these images to elevate 
their physical attributes. Studies have 
shown that so much exposure to these 
facades has plummeted one’s self  esteem. 
Because of  this, these platforms have 
become one of  the leading causes of  eat-
ing disorders in adolescents.

Some might argue that social media 
provides a place where one can express 
themselves and celebrate their bodies; 
however, the depressing truth is that in 
more cases than not, witnessing these 
unrealistic beauty standards — through 
social media — often crumbles mental 
health and tends to lead to issues with 
body image that follows many well into 
adulthood. More contemporary gener-

ations have fallen into the trap social 
media has set. These individuals are 
being nurtured in an environment that 
makes one believe there is always some-
thing wrong with them.

I urge the adolescents of  the Blackstone 
Valley community to realize the negative 
influence of  this usage of  social media. 
If  we are to raise our children in an envi-
ronment of  self  love instead of  the trend 
of  hatred, we need to stand together and 
break the cycle before it is irreversible. 
Consider your role in this issue. Will you 
be the change or only fuel the fire of  the 
problem?

Hannah Ostroff
Northbridge

To the Editor:
St. Augustine was correct: anger, 

hope and courage do make change! 
On a freezing, brilliant-blue-sky day in 
Washington, D.C., the 47th President of  
the United States was inaugurated while 
the vanquished composed ‘gracious’ 
faces and the victors wide smiles. Not 
surprising, because that is how it is 
done in a Democracy, with pomp and cir-
cumstance for the “peaceful transfer of  
power” occurring 60 times since George 
Washington took the first Oath of  Office. 
Once again, ‘free speech’ prevails, and 
a eulogy can now be written for those 
among the fear-mongering legacy media 
and local pundits. It’s refreshing.

Although the ceremony was held in 
the Capitol Rotunda and Visitors Center 
with a smaller audience due to frost-bite 
weather conditions, 20,000 packed the 

Capitol One Arena, with untold tens 
of  thousands filling nearby streets to 
be part of  the “America First” cele-
bration. There is loud cheering for the 
long-awaited, hope-filled, future-forward 
agenda being espoused.  It’s refreshing.

The Inaugural Address was an import-
ant recitation of  promises made to those 
who voted for him and those who did 
not. Some still decry his ‘plain speak-
ing’, but voters responded in record num-
bers; corporate and world leaders, even 
some across the aisle, are attentive to the 
vision of  a “Golden Age” being laid out 
by a President who says what he means 
and means what he says. Four years 
ago, great hope was placed in promises 
by a self-proclaimed “peacemaker” and 
“unifier,” afterwards rendered meaning-
less. Now, with President Trump voicing 
those same promises, America is confi-

dent they will be fulfilled. It’s refreshing!
And those nominated for cabinet 

positions have been tapped based on 
resumes of  proven merit and expertise 
in specific areas. Aside from partisan 
opposition’s ‘delaying tactics’, nomi-
nees have answered Congressional 
questions in common sense terms, 
instead of  the usual ‘political hack 
speech,’ and expressed clear under-
standing of  “America First” policy to 
guide various agencies. It’s refreshing!

Pushback from certain quarters is 
expected, but the First 100 Days of  the 
second Trump Presidency should be 
amazing… as his first 36 hours in office 
attest with an astounding $500 billion pri-
vate investment of  built-in-America A.I. 
infrastructure announced. It’s refreshing!

Jane F. Keegan
Uxbridge
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Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include 

the author’s name, address, and a 
daytime phone number for purposes 
of  verification in order to be consid-
ered for publication. Only the au-
thor’s name and the town in which 
they reside will be published. Letters 
submitted without all of  the required 
information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the Edi-
tor to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decen-
cy standards, and any submission may 
be rejected at any time for any reason 
he or she might deem appropriate.

Just had to smile on Jan. 20

Reject the negative influence of social media

Northbridge should join the movement to ban plastic bags

Sustainability starts with us

The case for mosquito control in Blackstone

Investing in infrastructure is an investment in the well-being of the community

Carpenter Causeway: Pass at your own risk

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Keeping it local—why our 
community matters most

Big stories from far away dominate our 
feeds, leaving little room for the stories that 
directly impact our daily lives. But here in 
New England, we have something special, a 
culture of  pragmatism, resilience, and a com-
mitment to our neighbors that deserves more 
of  our attention than any distant drama.

When you know what’s happening in your 
town, you can make better decisions, partici-
pate in meaningful ways, and strengthen your 
community. From town meetings and school 
board decisions to the opening of  a new busi-
ness or a neighbor organizing a food drive, 
these are the stories that impact our daily lives.

Local news reminds us that what happens 
right outside our door often affects us far 
more than what’s unfolding hundreds of  miles 
away. Sure, keeping an eye on national or glob-
al events is important, but the real opportu-
nities for change and impact start right here.

Living in New England is a badge of  honor. 
This isn’t an easy place to call home, and 
we like it that way. The winters are brutal, 
the terrain is rugged, and the people. We’re 
straightforward, skeptical of  nonsense, and 
fiercely independent. But beneath that no-non-
sense exterior is a deep sense of  loyalty and 
community.

We might argue about who makes the best 
chowder or complain about tourists clogging the 
roads in leaf-peeping season, but when someone 
in our community needs help, we show up.

Social media and national headlines are filled 
with division and negativity, but we know better. 
We’ve built a culture where actions matter more 
than words and where we measure people not by 
their politics, but by how they treat others.

Ask yourself, how can I make an impact 
here? Can you volunteer at a local food 
pantry? Mentor a student? Organize a block 
party to bring people together? These small, 
tangible actions might not make national 
news, but they’ll make a world of  difference 
to the people around you.

At the end of  the day, we’re New Englanders. 
We don’t fall for the fluff  or the fearmongering. 
We know life is about the relationships we build 
and the community we create. It’s about show-
ing up, speaking truth, and taking care of  the 
people around us.

To the Editor:
The Carpenter Road Causeway 

in Whitinsville begs to be replaced. 
Spanning the Carpenter Reservoir, 
which connects to Whitin’s Pond and 
provides a haven for diverse wildlife, 
the causeway shows signs of  struc-
tural deterioration and is in “poor 
condition,” as identified by the 2022 
“Technical Memorandum Carpenter 
Causeway Evaluation,” generated by 
the engineering firm Fuss & O'Neill and 
published by the town of  Northbridge. 
Cracks in the masonry pose a concern 
for potential collapse. Portions of  the 
protective chain link fence are miss-
ing. There is also evidence to suggest 
that the hydraulic opening beneath the 
causeway, which allows water to flow 
from one side of  the reservoir to the 
other, is responsible for the formation 
of  harmful algae blooms. In the interest 

of  the public’s safety and the health of  
the reservoir, solutions have been pro-
posed by the town of  Northbridge for 
the rehabilitation, removal, or replace-
ment of  the causeway. Out of  the three 
alternatives, replacement is the best 
option. However, it is unclear when any 
plans will be executed.

Improving the causeway in any sense 
comes at a high cost. According to the 
2022 evaluation of  the causeway, remov-
al will amount to over two million, and 
replacing the current structure with a 
raised span bridge will cost more than 
double the funds. The expenses associat-
ed with repairing the causeway (improv-
ing the current structure and widening 
the road) fall somewhere in between. 
While replacement requires the most 
money, it seems to be the most logical 
solution. Eliminating the causeway will 
cut off  many Carpenter Road residents 

from quick access to the Whitinsville 
town center, as well as delay emergency 
response to homes across the reservoir. 
Meanwhile, repairs to the causeway’s 
structure will only slightly increase its 
lifespan; this course of  action will still 
require eventual replacement.

It is clear that the town of  Northbridge 
must pursue full replacement of  the 
causeway while continuing to keep 
community members updated about the 
project’s progress. Though the length 
of  time needed to finalize plans and 
execute a final decision is understand-
able, the causeway’s continuous deteri-
oration cannot wait much longer. The 
safety of  Carpenter Road homeown-
ers, the protection of  the surrounding 
environment, and the existence of  the 
causeway itself  are at stake.

Emeln DeWeerd
Whitinsville

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyondOPINION

To the Editor:
From the patches of  grass that grow 

along the streets and roads that make 
up this town, to the beautiful dams that 
border various ponds and lakes home to 
Northbridge, piles of  plastic bags collect 
litter and contaminate the waterways and 
the air we breathe every day. Yet, all of  
the restaurants, grocery markets, conve-
nience stores, and businesses in this town 
continue to bag their products with plastic 
receptacles, ignoring the necessity for an 
easy switch that could ultimately improve 
pollution issues and the destruction of  the 
environment: the ban of  plastic bags and 
the promotion for the use of  paper bags.

As a citizen of  Northbridge for nearly 
18 years, I want to see an improvement 

of  the undeniable issue regarding pol-
lution in this town. Therefore, I highly 
recommend that our community begins 
to not only recognize the harsh effects of  
plastic waste, but act against the usage of  
this harmful material. The use of  plastic 
bags poses extremely detrimental effects 
on the environment that are not spoken 
about enough: the release of  toxic chem-
icals into the air, the amount of  time it 
takes for this material to decompose, and 
the consumption of  energy that occurs as 
a result of  creating plastic. The pollution 
of  plastic is not only harmful to wildlife, 
marine life, and other organisms, but to 
humans as well due to the proliferation 
of  microplastics and the toxins released 
into the air, due to the fact that plastic 

takes hundreds of  years to degrade.
However, this issue is proven to be able 

to be resolved as seen in surrounding 
towns and cities that have complete-
ly banned the use of  plastic bagging: 
Grafton, Hopkinton, Upton, Westborough, 
and several others, making up 70 percent 
of  the state of  Massachusetts that has par-
ticipated in this ban. As a community, I 
believe that there is no better way to begin 
to advocate for change than to contribute 
to the large percentage of  townships that 
have already begun to move towards the 
cause for a better environment by also 
participating in the ban of  plastic bags.

Sincerely,
Katie Godin
Northbridge

To the Editor:
In the near future, the Blackstone 

Valley will be home to a brand-new 
845,000-square-foot UPS distribution cen-
ter on the border of  Grafton. With such 
grand industrial progress in our commu-
nity, it is imperative that the people and 
governments of  the Blackstone Valley 
fail not to forget the extensive impact 
that even small communities can have 
on the cascading issue of  climate change. 
Sustainability is often viewed simplisti-
cally on a national and global scale; how-
ever, in order to effectively deconstruct 
the international challenge of  global 
warming, consideration of  attacking the 
issue on a local level is essential.

Advocating for eco-friendly practices 
can significantly reduce the carbon foot-

print in a local area. The primary objective 
of  local governments and businesses is to 
serve their community, which is why com-
munal commitment to the environment 
would likely encourage companies and 
municipalities to align their respective 
ideals with environmental stewardship. 
Should the Blackstone Valley community 
endorse environmentally friendly practic-
es, not only would major facilities (such 
as the upcoming UPS distribution center) 
be inclined to implement carbon-neutral 
operations, but smaller buildings and 
businesses would also likely follow suit. 
Whether it be placing restrictions on 
industry, improving recycling workflows, 
or simply encouraging responsible water 
use, local sustainable efforts supported 
by the locals and implemented by their 

governments in places like the Blackstone 
Valley will make a significant positive 
impact on not only our community but 
also the communities around us.

However, it is still important to con-
sider the opposing side of  the climate 
change issue. With efforts centered 
around protecting the environment come 
higher upfront startup costs. Despite the 
increase in initial funds required, the 
investment in eco-friendly methods will 
pay itself  off  in the long run. As exam-
ples, smart climate control can reduce 
cooling and heating costs on average 
by 10-15 percent. Furthermore, waste 
reduction programs typically cut dispos-
al costs to up to 50 percent. This list of  
cost-efficient alternatives goes on and on, 
leaving a clear choice when it comes to 

making an investment in sustainability 
as a government and a business. Thus, 
as the Blackstone Valley continues to 
flourish, it is pivotal that as a community, 
we take responsibility for our towns and 
the impact, recognized or not, of  our 
community on the environment. With 
major new additions like the UPS cen-
ter on the Grafton border arising often, 
the community must commit itself  to 
advocating for local eco-friendly efforts 
and holding local businesses accountable 
for their own climate friendly efforts as 
such support will generate remarkable 
environmental and economic benefits. 
Sustainability starts with us.

Respectfully,
Corbin Swaim

Grafton

To the Editor:
The mosquito control project is one of  

the major issues in Blackstone. The town 
has already scheduled several meetings 
to discuss the topic in 2025. Discussing 
mosquito control is important due to 
the health risks related to the West Nile 
Virus (WNV), which was detected in 
August 2024. Those who raise opposing 
viewpoints on the issue argue that while 
utilizing pesticides is a great way to kill 
fully grown mosquitoes, there could be 
potential environmental impacts.

I strongly support the mosquito con-

trol project in Blackstone, believing 
that the health benefits individuals gain 
outweigh the negative impacts. Public 
health should be the priority instead of  
questioning the solution. The disease can 
have severe consequences and possibly 
lasting impacts on individuals when they 
are infected. Although I certainly recog-
nize the concerns about environmental 
impacts, modern mosquito control meth-
ods are designed to target the ones that 
need to be eliminated, and most impor-
tantly humans should be prioritized. The 
methods would be non-invasive, mini-

mizing the negative effects and process-
ing the project meticulously. This issue 
needs to be taken care of  immediately 
to reduce the future risks involved with 
mosquitoes.

I would address someone concerned 
about the environmental impacts with 
the opposing viewpoint, highlighting the 
importance of  balanced approaches that 
consider both public health and envi-
ronmental protection. I would present 
the targeted areas, provide information 
about what types of  pesticides the town 
would utilize, and promise the reduced 

usage of  pesticides to minimize his or 
her concern about the environment. 
State and local agencies or departments 
will work closely to ensure that the use of  
pesticides is guided and monitored care-
fully. I recommend that a person attend 
community meetings that are held reg-
ularly. Community members should stay 
informed about mosquito control efforts, 
possibly participate in local meetings, 
and take action to improve the situation.

Sincerely,
John Kim

Millville

LETTERS CONTINUED PAGE A5



‘the freedom for an individual to say 
ridiculous things. Even the things we 
hate.” However, free speech comes with 
responsibility for each citizen. If  your 
speech ‘targets a particular individual for 
harm, leads to incitement, true threats, 
defamation, obscenity, fraud, and oth-
ers’(UofPITT), it is not protected by the 
First Amendment.

Further, “Schools must take action to 
remedy behavior (speech) that interferes 
with a particular student’s ability to exer-
cise their right to participate fully in 
the life of  a university.”(ACLU) If  little 
‘Liam’ wore that shirt as targeted harass-
ment or as an invasion of  privacy toward 
a particular individual/s or interfered 
with that individual’s right to participate 
in school fully, then he (or the parent who 
suggested his shirt) isn’t protected.

Another Bev case of  Free Speech going 
amuck because of  the ‘evil and powerful’ 
disinformation villain that lurks wherev-
er humans abide is her proclamation that 
Fauci is unforgivable and responsible for 
all COVID deaths, including her father’s 
death. A naive reading of  her letters could 
encourage further threats to a man and 
his family who have already spent years 
receiving them. ‘Big Daddy’ just revoked 
his security detail because Fauci’s free 
speech threatened Big Daddy’s ‘delicate 
point of  view’ on anything COVID. This 
incident depicts the issues confronting 
us when free speech never gets to the 
truth, provides only part of  the truth, or 
suggests a conclusion not warranted by 
underlying research and how it can hurt 
all of  us. If  that isn’t enough, there is a 
moral question. Ever hear of  the 8th com-
mandment – You shall not bear false wit-
ness against our neighbor. Want to guess 
why that commandment was included?

Let’s take a look back to the dark times 
of  March 2020. The Life Care Center 
of  Kirkland became “ground zero’ for 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Of  the first 
46 deaths in Washington, 30 were vul-
nerable seniors at Kirkland. On March 
1, 2020, MYNorthwest News reported, 
“Ellie Basham, its executive director, said 
that residents and employees are being 
monitored and those with symptoms or 
who were potentially exposed are quar-
antined.

The facility has banned families, vol-
unteers, and vendors as a precaution.” 
Later, on March 13, 2020, CMS announced 
measures to protect nursing homes. 
“Facilities should restrict visitation of  
all visitors and nonessential health care 
personnel, except for certain compas-
sionate care situations, such as an end-of-
life situation.” Seema Verma (not Fauci 
–director of  NIAID), the Administrator 
for CMS under Trump, implemented the 
visitor restrictions for nursing homes 
in 2020. However, Fauci supported the 
restrictions on nursing homes. Only as 
the pandemic progressed and it was bet-
ter understood how COVID was trans-
mitted and what, in fact, were adequate 
prevention measures could they change 
their approach to protecting seniors. It 
took CMS until Sept. 17, 2020 to issue 
new guidance about visitors. It was now 
better understood what infection preven-
tion practices needed to be maintained 
to keep this population safer and allow 
visitors.

The biggest issue was allowing visitors 
to visit without endangering other resi-
dents. Within six months, they changed 
their guidance because they had actual 
data about the impact of  COVID-19 on 
this population, infection control proce-
dures, and saw the effect of  ‘prolonged’ 
isolation on residents. So within 26 weeks 
and 6 days, CMS better understood how 
to protect nursing home residents while 
allowing craved visitation by loved ones, 
etc.

On April 21, 2020, a little over a month 
from the original CMS Memorandum, 
Bev G. lost her father, who “had been in 
declining health for some time.” And I 
am very sorry for your loss. He died a 
short time after the pandemic had been 
identified while everything was being 
done to keep the nursing home popu-
lation safe. Your animus against Fauci 
is unfair and unjustified. Creating the 
perfect visitation requirement for this 

vulnerable population was never possi-
ble – certainly not in a little over 5 weeks. 
If  you need a scapegoat, try Trump. ‘Big 
Daddy’ in late Jan. 2020, “We have it total-
ly under control. It’s one person coming 
in from China, and we have it under 
control.” By early February 2020, Trump 
was already starting to move against 
Fauci's statements and sideline him. On 
Jan. 6, 2020, I started ordering N95 masks 
– I saw it coming. I literally got on a 
plane, flew to MI, and, as my mom liked 
to say, kidnapped her and brought her 
back to Massachusetts. We were happy 
to try everything Fauci/others suggested 
to keep her safe from COVID-19. She did 
die on May 24, 2021, on the palliative care 
floor at Milford Hospital from natural 
causes at 93, not COVID-19.

The Bev G. tirade continues about 
Fauci, as he “refused to permit the 
use of  IVM or Hydroxychloroquine 
for COVID patients.” Fauci had no say 
over the courts as she pointed out that 
Lorigo, a lawyer, secured the treatment 
for perhaps as many as 100 cases through 
court orders. However, "Merck, which 
manufactures the drug, stated in 02/2021 
affirming its position that there’s no sci-
entific basis for potential therapeutic 
effect against COVID-19 from IVM.” And 
“on Aug. 26, the CDC issued a health alert 
warning of  a five-fold increase of  calls 
to poison control centers regarding IVM 
exposure.” Free speech allows her to note, 
“Over 20 clinical trials tracked the results 
with reductions in COVID fatalities up to 
74 percent.” Bev picked a citation from 
PUBMED from 2021. The results cited 
are from Peru. She just chose not to tell 
you the rest of  the story. Even as IVM 
use in Peru was approved, a health min-
ister from Bolivia stated,” It is a product 
that does not have scientific validation in 
the treatment of  COVID-19.” On 8/21/21, 
Rounder(Houston Press) said,” There is 
no evidence IVM helped fight COVID in 
Peru.”

He continues, “There have been studies 
in Peru, but they have the same problem 
many other IMV studies have: they are 
badly designed and rife with bias. Only 
more clinical data done with proper con-
trols will show if  IVM has any benefit, 
though so far no such study has.”

A further study from August 2024, 
International Journal of  Antimicrobial 
Agents stated: “The collision of  research 
and misinformation showed the need for 
and importance of  generating and timely 
disseminating clear recommendations; 
unfortunately, there was an absence 
of  timely and robust evidence to guide 
health care professionals the public and 
policymakers. Several studies tested 
repurposed and new drugs as potential 
treatments for COVID-19. IVM was pro-
posed as an antiviral to treat COVID-19 
and was used in several regions, partic-
ularly in Latin America. The dissemina-
tion of  some positive results of  poorly 
designed and powered IVM studies con-
fused the general population, patients, 
clinicians, and decision-makers who 
may have manipulated the information 
due to individual and political inter-
est, as had happened previously with 
Hydroxychloroquine.” “Nowadays, the 
NIH recommendation against the use of  
IVM for COVID-19 is based on high-quali-
ty randomized controlled trials reporting 
effects on clinical outcomes, mainly all-
cause mortality.”

“Major health organizations including 
the FDA, CDC, and WHO recommended 
not using IVM for COVID-19.”

What irony, Bev “will never forgive 
Fauci” precisely because he exer-
cised his free speech, you know – ‘The 
Indispensable Right,’ per his job require-
ments. Fighting a pandemic requires 
‘learning from uncertainty’ as quick-
ly as possible. So “Do the best you can 
until you know better. Then when you 
know better, do better.” (Maya Angelou). 
“Though there are many reasons to ele-
vate freedom of  speech, one is that “it 
ensures a search for truth,” as Holmes 
might suggest. Perhaps, at some point, 
the search for truth can bring her peace.

Linda Lacki
Northbridge
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 01/27/25 was $3.47 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Free peace

Mendon needs a grocery store!

Not every day needs to be a victory

Douglas can balance economic growth
with a small town feel

Well, I might as well not build a well

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR CONTINUED

To the Editor:
I am writing to you to address the 

lack of  convenience in Mendon 
Massachusetts. There are no grocery 
stores in Mendon, and some Mendon 
townspeople are forced to travel up to 20 
minutes just to run to the nearest one. At 
that point, a “quick run” to the grocery 
store no longer exists. There has been 
talk about a grocery store being built 
but it's been two years and there's still no 
store. Now is the time to take action and 
finally give the people what they want 
and need.

Some individuals think a grocery 
store would bring too much traffic, and 
others bring up the excuse that a large 
chain wouldn't want a small town like 
Mendon. To that, I say we already have 
many large attractions in Mendon: the 
Mendon Twin drive-in, Imperial Cars, 
and Southwick's Zoo. If  these attractions 

aren't messing up our traffic, then we 
can figure out the traffic pattern for a 
small-town grocery store. Along with 
this, since our town has so much to offer, 
there is most definitely a store or chain 
that would benefit from being built here, 
big or small. A smaller grocery store 
would honestly be ideal for our town to 
help us keep that small-town feel that 
some citizens are afraid of  losing.

I think a grocery store would be a great 
addition to our quaint but fun town. 
This added convenience would just make 
our town that much better. The Mendon 
Town Board of  Selectmen needs to sup-
port and revisit this idea for action to 
finally be taken. Thank you for reading 
this leader and hopefully I’ll see you at 
the new Mendon town grocery store!

Sincerely,
Georgia West

Mendon

To the Editor:
In Bev’s recent letters, she chose to 

‘school’ us on free speech without, for 

one, discussing its inherent responsibili-
ties toward others. As she puts it directly, 
the real essence of  being American is 

To the Editor:
New Year’s Eve. A night full of  laugh-

ter, parties, champagne, and of  course, 
the ball drop at Times Square. While each 
celebration will look a little different, 
one nigh-universal tradition that most 
partake in is the New Years Resolution: 
the decision to make a change with the 
coming of  the new year.

Most resolutions will be a promise of  
improvement. Whether it's getting to 
the gym more often, cutting out some of  
those devilish sweets, simply deciding to 
be a little kinder, the new year is seen as 
the perfect time to forge new habits and 
change for the better.

Tragically, only about 5 percent of  
these resolutions will come to fruition. 
In fact, only 20 percent will make it to 
February. The second Friday of  January 
has ended so many of  these resolutions 
that it’s literally called Quitter’s Day. A 
novel idea, but an unrealistic one.

Why is this the case? Well, there's 

no definitive answer, but I have some 
ideas. It's not easy to be disciplined; it's 
tempting to skip one day of  working out, 
or to have three slices of  cake at some-
one’s birthday. And while some dessert 
or a day off  isn’t the end of  the world, 
momentum is powerful. After a few days 
of  the scale moving in the wrong direc-
tion, becoming discouraged and giving 
up altogether is not uncommon.

However, momentum goes both ways. 
After a week of  consistency, insignif-
icant changes compound. Goals inch 
closer. Difficult activities become rou-
tine. This year, Quitters Day is already 
in the rearview mirror. It may be too late 
to have never quit, but it's never too late 
to try again. Habits are hard to create, so 
don’t give up after a failure. In the long 
run, all that matters is that there are 
more days won than lost. Not every day 
needs to be a victory. Just most of  them.

CJ Najem
Douglas

To the Editor:
I have been a resident in Douglas 

for almost a decade. From firsthand 
experience, and after many conversa-
tions with fellow Douglas residents, I 
believe that the town would benefit 
from more community buildings in 
order to improve the town’s economy.

After talking with individuals on 
the Douglas town committee, there are 
already a few existing community busi-
nesses and buildings within Douglas; 
however, some aren’t open during the 
winter, and some don’t provide the basic 
needs of  an individual. This forces resi-
dents to travel across town lines in search 
of  things such as a grocery store, any kind 
of  medical center, and entertainment. A 
recent survey, conducted by the Master 
Plan Committee, indicated these needs 
and desires within Douglas, encouraging 
residents to remain hopeful and persistent 

for the future improvements of  the town.
Before the commercialization of  

America sweeps through this small town, 
I believe Douglas should take advantage 
of  the vacant buildings and empty proper-
ty for the benefit of  the town. For instance, 
there is a parcel of  land on North/Gilboa 
Street that is desirable for development. 
While this project specifically may 
require taxpayer dollars, reorganization 
of  traffic patterns, and a collective effort 
from Douglas residents, a new building 
could work to improve Douglas’ economy.

I understand that balance must be 
maintained between the established 
town and what I am proposing, but if  
done correctly, this town could thrive 
even more and ensure that money con-
tinues to flow within the town borders.

Respectfully,
Gillian McGee

Douglas

To the Editor:
Building a private well should be an 

excellent cost-cutting measure for res-
idents of  Douglas, right? While that is 
the case for some, in reality, the zoning 
regulations actually make it much more 
difficult than it needs to be.

Take, for example, how in section 6 of  
the Board of  Health's article on private 
well use, they write that "All private 
wells shall be located at least twenty-five 
(25) feet from existing buildings." Doesn't 
sound so bad, right? For a new home-
owner, maybe it isn't so bad; however, for 
someone looking to construct a building, 
expansion, or any new structure upon 
their existing land, it is quite annoying.

If  one examines the Massachusetts 
state laws, it only states that a well 
needs to be 5 feet away from any exist-
ing building, so why the discrepancy? 
The only feasible reasons that I could 
see are 1. Discouraging the use of  pri-
vate wells, and causing people to pay 
more for water through use of  munic-

ipal water, or 2. wanting to keep up 
the idea that Douglas is a "less settled" 
area with room for big lawns and bigger 
properties. While the latter may be the 
case, I think it's important to remember 
that settlement is inevitable. Douglas 
citizens can already see it through the 
continued construction of  developments 
and projects such as the distribution 
center along Route 16. As for the first 
reason, that just seems immoral. As 
for why I bring this up, right now, my 
family is in the process of  planning the 
construction of  an addition to our house 
and this unnecessary requirement is 
causing loads of  problems that could be 
solved with a largely inconsequential 
change in BOH legislature. I'm sure my 
family isn't the first, nor will we be the 
last to encounter this issue, but it would 
certainly be helpful for this (in my mind) 
bogus regulation to be repealed.

Sincerely,
Caden Anema

Douglas
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Are the winter doldrums 
setting in? Why not perk up 
your space with a paint proj-
ect? Since nothing trans-
forms a space quicker or 
cheaper than paint, it’s a 
natural choice for a mini 
makeover.  Whether you’re paint-
ing an entire room or a piece of  
furniture, the following ideas and 
techniques can help ensure paint 
perfection!

**
Paint is one the easiest, cost effec-

tive ways to alter and enhance the 
spaces you live in. The golden rule 
to painting walls is that dark col-
ors absorb light, making a room 
appear smaller, and whites and pas-
tels reflect the light, creating a spa-
cious feel. To expand a small room, 
paint the walls a color from the cool 
end of  the color wheel. In fact, paint 
company Sherwin-Williams recom-
mends choosing blue, green or violet 
hues to make walls appear to recede.

**
Paint can also be used to visual-

ly correct architectural flaws. To 
widen a long narrow room, use a 
slightly darker color on the short-
er walls and a lighter color on the 
longer walls. To make a low ceiling 
appear higher, be sure the ceiling is 
a lighter color than the walls. A long 
hallway can be shortened by paint-
ing the wall at the end a dark color 
to bring it closer. And rectangular 
rooms can instantly appear more 
symmetric by painting the two short 
end walls a darker shade.

**
The proper paint finish can be used 

to camouflage imperfect walls. For 
example, Paints that have no sheen, 
also known as "flat" or "matte" fin-
ishes absorb the light. These porous 
finishes are ideal for hiding flaws in 
ceilings and walls and are especially 
appreciated when working with old, 
plaster surfaces. The downfall is 
they cannot withstand cleaning and 
scrubbing so they are not practical 
for kitchens, bathrooms, children's 
rooms or other high traffic areas.

**
Eggshell finish has a slight sheen, 

similar to that of  an eggshell, so it 
is still somewhat effective at hiding 
flaws. Its velvety look makes it a pop-
ular choice and eggshell finish is a 
bit more reflective than flat paint so 
it doesn't show every scuff  and can 
tolerate light cleaning.

Satin finish paint is more dura-
ble than matte or eggshell finishes. 
It has a light sheen, and resists 
moisture, which makes it a popular 
option for kitchens and bathrooms.

Semi-gloss finishes reflect light 
and offer a bright, glossy finish 
which can really add to a room's 
appeal. Surfaces are easily cleaned, 
however the shiny finish shows 
surface imperfections, making it 
impractical for many applications. 
Newer trims and moldings are ideal 
candidates for semi-gloss paint.

A glossy finish provides a high 
gloss shine, is very durable and easy 
to clean. The brilliant shine is typ-
ically used for small accent areas, 
as the finish is very reflective and 
too distracting for most area appli-
cations.

**
Not sure how much paint to buy?  

Most major paint companies and 
home centers offer easy to use paint 
calculators on their websites for 
precise measuring. Or, to estimate 
the amount of  paint you need in 
order to cover the walls of  a room, 
multiply the perimeter of  the room 
by the ceiling height to get square 
feet. Subtract 20 square feet for each 

door and 15 square feet for 
each average-sized window 
in the room. The figure you 
end up with is a pretty close 
estimate of  the actual wall 
area. Keep in mind, you can 
expect one gallon of  paint to 

cover approximately 350 square feet.
**
Want to know the most efficient 

order of  painting a room? Experts 
advise painting ceiling, walls, trim, 
cabinets, and doors.

**
Quick Tips
For a quick patch job on walls, 

simply use items on hand: Mix equal 
parts of  starch and salt, with just 
enough water to make a thick paste.  
Apply and smooth over cracks or 
small holes.

When mixing up commercial plas-
ter, you’ll reduce lumps if  you add 
the powdered plaster to the water 
instead of  adding water to the plas-
ter.

Sanding is a tedious chore. To 
reduce sanding on plastered walls, 
simply go over freshly applied joint 
compound with a wet paint brush for 
a smooth finish.

Ensure a smooth surface: Before 
painting over an old bureau or other 
piece of  furniture, you can easily 
clean the finish by wiping it down 
with a lint free cloth dampened with 
straight turpentine. This method 
picks up any stray dust and helps 
smooth out the surface to prepare it 
for painting.

When painting new plaster, or 
other porous surface, paint on a solu-
tion of  water mixed with PVA glue 
first. This seals the surface and stops 
the paint from soaking into the plas-
ter, giving a better finish and making 
the paint go further!

When painting with a brush, 
always keep a wet edge as you paint, 
and work away from that wet edge. 
If  you paint over a dry edge, you will 
get overlap marks.

Aerosol paint is a popular choice 
for revamping furniture and small 
accessories, but it can be frustrating 
when the paint does not dispel even-
ly. Here’s a trick to ensure a finer 
and more even coat of  paint: Simply 
place the can in warm water several 
minutes prior to spraying. The high-
er temperature helps the paint to 
flow out more easily, and smoothly.

**
Win a Three Course Dinner for 

Two at the Publick House
Your tips can win you a great din-

ner for two at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. One winner 
per month (or whenever I receive 
enough tips for a column) will win a 
fabulous three course dinner for two 
at the renowned restaurant, located 
on Route 131 across the town com-
mon in historic Sturbridge.  Because 
I'm in the business of  dispensing 
tips, not inventing them (although I 
can take credit for some), I'm count-
ing on you readers out there to share 
your best helpful hints!

**
Do you have a helpful hint or 

handy tip that has worked for you? 
Do you have a question regarding 
household or garden matters? If  so, 
why not share them with readers of  
Stonebridge Press newspapers? Send 
questions and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or E-mail KDRR@aol.com.  
Hints are entered into a drawing for 
dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

water to dislodge pests like aphids 
and mites. Follow with an applica-
tion of  a lightweight horticulture 
oil like Summitâ Year-Roundâ Spray 
Oil. This organic spray controls 

aphids, mites, immature whiteflies, 
and all stages of  scale and mealy-
bugs.

And if  those tiny fruit-fly-like 
gnats are too annoying to toler-
ate, consider managing them with 
a Bacillus thuringiensis israelen-
sis product like Summitâ Mosquito 
Bitsâ(SummitResponsibleSolutions.
com). It’s labeled for controlling 
fungus gnat larvae and is non-toxic 
for people, pets, and plants.

Always read and follow label 
directions when using any product. 
You’ll have better results and pre-
vent problems caused by misappli-
cation.

Proper plant selection and ongo-
ing care will help keep your indoor 
plants healthy and children and pets 
safe from harm.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including 
the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
instant video and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & Blooms 
magazine and was commissioned by 
Summit for her expertise to write 
this article. Myers’ website is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Creating an indoor oasis of  green-
ery can help lift your spirits, reduce 
stress and improve your overall 
wellbeing. Challenges arise when 
growing indoor plants with kids and 
pets in the house. Keep them safe 
by selecting pet- and kid-safe plants 
and pest management strategies.

Increase your indoor gardening 
success by selecting plants suited 
to your home’s growing conditions 
and gardening style. If  you tend to 
overwater your plants, grow mois-
ture-loving plants or opt for more 
drought-tolerant plants if  you prac-
tice benign neglect. Once you have 
your list, double-check their people 
and pet toxicity. Consult with your 
veterinarian and visit the American 
Society for the Prevention of  
Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) web-
site for a list of  pet-safe and toxic 
plants. Consult with your pedia-
trician, local botanical garden, 
and children’s hospital for a list of  
kid-friendly indoor plants.

Keep an ongoing list of  all the 
plants you are growing. Include both 
common and botanical names for 
accurate identification. Research 
the care they need and their toxic-
ity to your pets and youngsters in 
the home. If  you suspect your pet 
or child has ingested a toxic plant, 
you’ll have the proper plant name 
when contacting your veterinarian 
or poison control center.

Display any toxic plants out of  
the reach of  curious kids and pets.  
This can be challenging if  your cat 
or child is skilled at jumping and 
climbing. With so many beautiful 
houseplants, play it safe and avoid 
those that are toxic or too tempting.

Secure plants against accidental 
tipping by inquisitive pets and kids 
with mounting putty. A couple of  
pieces on the bottom of  the pot will 
help reduce the risk of  spilled plants 
and soil. Invest in pots with wider 
bases for floor plants or secure sev-
eral pots together to reduce the risk 
of  tipping.

Cover the soil surface to prevent 
children and pets from digging. 
Fiber mulch and plant pot grid cov-
ers create a barrier between the soil 
and those who like to dig.

Once you narrow down the list, 
place your kid- and pet-friendly 
plants where they will receive the 
necessary amount of  sunlight. An 
east- or west-facing window pro-
vides enough light for most indoor 
plants. Keep those that need bright-
er light within two feet of  the win-
dow. Those that prefer lower light 
can be grown near a north-facing 
window or up to six feet back or off  
to the side of  an east- or west-facing 
window.

Regularly groom and wipe dust 
off  the leaves of  your indoor plants 
to help reduce the risk of  insect 
damage. Remove spotted leaves 
when they appear and adjust your 
watering. This is often enough to 
correct fungal disease problems. 
Enlist children in the ongoing care 
of  your indoor plants. This will help 
them gain respect for the plants and 
may instill a love of  gardening.

Give kids a hand lens and go 
on an indoor pest hunt. Children 
often find bugs more interesting 
than plants. Have them place yellow 
sticky traps like Summitâ Sticky 
Traps in various pots to help moni-
tor and trap insect pests.

Always look for kid- and pet-friend-
ly options when intervention is 
needed. Start with a strong blast of  

6 •                Blackstone Valley triBuneFriday, January 31, 2025

Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

Kid- and pet-friendly indoor gardening

MELINDA

MYERS

Garden

MoMents

Melinda Myers

Prayer plant (Maranta leuconeura) is a tropical plant with beautiful, unique foliage that’s 
non-toxic to pets and people.

Tips for Painting Perfection!

KAREN

TRAINOR

take

the

hint



Many people feel they 
can't have the life they want 
because of  their past limita-
tions or failures.

Maybe your family wasn't 
there for you, you didn't get 
the proper education, or 
you've been fired from mul-
tiple jobs or mistreated in 
relationships.

Many things aren't fair and can 
cause a chain reaction of  events 
that can take us far off  course. 
Sometimes, we make bad choices and 
miss out on the life we want, but that 
doesn't mean it has to stay that way

"All our dreams can come true, 
if  we have the courage to pursue 
them." – Walt Disney.

But what gives a person the cour-
age to pursue their dreams? One 
factor is a positive vision of  what's 
possible.

The problem isn't that people lack 
vision—it's that their vision of  the 
future is often shaped by the fail-
ures and limitations of  their past. In 
other words, they do have a vision—
but it's a negative one.

One trait of  a successful person 
is they don't allow themselves to be 
defined by their failures or their 
present unfavorable circumstances.

Instead, they define themselves by 
a positive vision of  their future.

That seems odd when you think 
about it. They define themselves by 
something that hasn't even happened 
yet.

It's easy to look at a great per-
son and assume they had everything 
handed to them or that somehow life 
was much easier on them than it was 
on you.

I have many fond memories of  
my parents taking me to Disney 
World. I've been on the rides, seen 
the movies, and heard about the 
man who built it all, Walt Disney. 
I've driven past the Disney skyscrap-
er in Burbank, Calif., hundreds of  
times; I've auditioned at Walt Disney 
Studios dozens of  times.

When surrounded by all that 
accomplishment, it's hard to imagine 
that Walt ever faced any hardship.

Most don't know that Walt Disney 
was fired from his job at the Kansas 
City Star after his newspaper editor 
told him that he didn't have enough 
imagination or creativity!

What if  Walt Disney allowed him-
self  to be defined by that moment, 
and for the next 20 years, he wan-
dered from job to job, telling himself, 
"I'm not creative, I don't have a good 
enough imagination…."

Instead, imagine Walt in Kansas 
City after Laugh-O-Gram failed, 
sitting alone in his office, staring 
at empty walls. He had no money, 
no plan, and no clear way forward. 
Perhaps he wondered if  his editor 
had been right all along—maybe he 
didn't have what it takes. It would've 
been so easy to give up then, to let 
the weight of  failure convince him 
to settle for less.

But he didn't.
He sold his camera, scraped togeth-

er enough for a one-way train ticket 
to Hollywood, and took a leap of  

faith. That train ride wasn't 
just a change of  scenery—it 
was a statement of  hope.

Walt was choosing to 
believe in a future that 
hadn't been written yet, even 
when his circumstances told 
him otherwise. The rest is 
history.

I often wonder how many poten-
tially great people never accomplish 
their vision because they believe 
in their failures more than in their 
dreams. They accept what their 
present circumstances are telling 
them instead of  what their future 
vision could create.

If  Walt Disney had been one of  
those people, we'd have missed out 
on one of  the most creative minds of  
the 20th century.

He wouldn't have created Mickey 
Mouse, one of  the most beloved 
characters of  all time. There'd be 
no Snow White, no Cinderella, no 
Fantasia—classics that redefined 
animation forever.

He wouldn't have built Disneyland, 
the first-ever theme park of  its kind, 
or Epcot, a visionary concept of  a 
utopian community.

The Disney legacy wouldn't have 
touched billions of  lives through 
films, theme parks, and innovations 
that continue to inspire the genera-
tions.

Walt Disney refused to let his fail-
ures or limitations define his future, 
so he became one of  the most influ-
ential people of  all time.

Like all great people, he focused 
on what could be instead of  what 
had been.

We have the same choice—focus on 
what could be and take the first step 
toward your vision.

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking

C H A R L T O N 
— The Practical 
Nursing Class 
of  2025 Mock 
Code Team 
(MCT) under 
the guidance 
and leadership 
of  Professors 
Cheryl Cahill, 
J e n n i f e r 
DeFilippo, and 
Angela McGrath, 
are set to pre-
pare and execute 
the Term 2 Mock 
Code Scenario.

Bay Path 
P r a c t i c a l 
N u r s i n g 
Academy’s MCT 
and Simulation 
T r a i n i n g 
i m p r o v e s 
response to 
code events. 
During cardi-
ac arrests, the 
quick response 
of  a code team 
requires cohe-
siveness, timely 
d e f i b r i l l a t i o n , 
and clearly 
defined roles. It 
is important for 
members of  the 
healthcare team 
to intuitive-
ly know their 
role as part of  
the response 
team especially 
during code situ-
ations when sec-
onds count.

“We contin-
ue to believe 
in using sim-
ulation train-

ing to improve 
p e r f o r m a n c e, ” 
said Gretheline 
B o l a n d r i n a , 
DHA, MSN 
Ed, RN, CRRN 
A c a d e m y 
Director.

“We are bless-
ed to have the 
continued guid-
ance, experience, 
and expertise 
of  our PN facul-
ty!” Bolandrina 
added.

The timely use 
of  defibrillation 
and empowered, 
confident nurses 

result in a pos-
itive response 
to code events. 
According to the 
American Heart 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s 
Get With The 
G u i d e l i n e s 
(GWTG) resusci-
tation program, 
time to first 
shock is one of  
four achieve-
ment metrics. 
The guidelines 
state that hospi-
talized patients 
exhibiting ven-
tricular fibril-
lation or pulse-

less ventricu-
lar tachycardia 
should receive 
d e f i b r i l l a t i o n 
within two min-
utes to improve 
outcomes.

In 2017, the Bay 
Path Practical 
N u r s i n g 
Academy MCT 
was formed to 
improve resus-
citation skills 
and comfort lev-
els for practical 
nursing stu-
dents. The MCT 
meets for a full 
day of  prepara-

tion, with mem-
bers practicing 
as much as pos-
sible. On Mock 
Code Day, the 
MCT runs the 
code scenarios 

multiple times. 
The formation 
of  the MCT 
increased mock 
code opportu-
nities and par-
ticipation three 
times in an 
academic year. 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n 
in mock codes 
increases the 
comfort level of  
practical nurs-
ing students. An 
effective code 
team is one that 
acts safely, and 

efficiently, and 
saves lives. The 
MCT aims to be 
proficient with 
skills and knowl-
edge, effective 
with communi-
cation, and high-
ly organized.
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Spring into action 
and give me a call 

or check out my 
website

www.lisacaron.com.

Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

Residential & Commercial
From a hole in your roof... to a whole new roof!

508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278
www.NoreasterRoofing.com

Visit our showroom  
1 Providence Ln., Whitinsville, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907 HIC#160483

Over 
30 Years 

Experience

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

QUEEN: $299
          (REGULARLY $599) 

$69999

GIANT TOY DEPT. CLEARANCE!

WHITCO 508.885.9343
INSTANT

FINANCING
UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

G.E. DELUXE
COIL TOP

STOVE
Reg. $599.99

$499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1299.99
$1499.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

WHIRLPOOL
WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$1299.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

32” Smart..................$129.99
Regularly $139.99

43” Smart..................$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV...................$189.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$429.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$499.99
Regularly $899.99

85” Samsung 4k TV..$849.99
Regularly $1799.99

ALL OLED TV’S ON SALE!

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

$1499.99

BUY NOW!
BEAT THE APPLIANCE

PRICE INCREASES!

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

WINTER SALE!  VOTED
WORCESTER COUNTY’S
“BEST APPLIANCE STORE”

2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024

ALL FREEZERS 
ON SALE!

Mock Code team prepares for Scenario 2

Walt Disney

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
1/31  Ryan Hood    2/1 youR MotHeR
2/7  CHRis BReault 2/14  Kylie HaRRis
2/15  so luCKy (dave MatHews tRiBute Band)

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Courtesy

Members of the 2025 MCT, from left: Delene Sarsfield of Charlton, Loise Ngigi of South 
Grafton, Jason Houatchanthara of Fiskdale, Grant Peterson of Millbury, Maria De Amorim 
Hentschke of Worcester, Chalinant Desrosiers of Oxford, Emily Bamberger of Wales, and 
Gorret Rusoke of Springfield.



(508) 234-2002

VA Services Rep, Carl Bradshaw, 
will be at Plummer Place the second 
Thursday of  every month to help you 
with questions or concerns regarding 
VA services. His office hour will be 
from 10-11:00am in the main dining 
room.

Our Women’s Circle, Women on 
the Move, will meet Wednesday, 
February 5th at 9:30am. We will have 
a guest speaker for this meeting. New 
members are always welcome! Call 
Michelle or Amy for more informa-
tion.

Plummer Place Singers meets 
on Wednesdays at 1:00pm. Raianne 
Richards will lead you as a group, 
to develop your skills, to enjoy the 
camaraderie, and to perhaps sing for 
others. If  you would like to join this 

group, please call the Center to sign 
up. The cost is $5 per class.

“Writing Your Way” will meet 
every 2nd and 4th Thursday of  the 
month from 2:00-3:30pm. All writers 
are welcome to share their writing 
with others, get motivated to write 
their story, and get feedback from 
fellow writers! Lori Gannon is the 
instructor for this class, call the 
Center for more information. $5/
class.

Meditation group meets every 
Thursday at 9:30am. Set your inten-
tions to start your day in a calm, 
relaxing manner. There is no com-
mitment, join us when you can. 
Beginners to meditation are always 
welcome.

Grief  Support Group will meet at 
2:00pm on the second Monday of  each 
month. Our next meeting is Monday, 
February 10th. Sign up in the main 
office or call Michelle at Plummer 
Place for more information.

We are accepting donations for 
our Plummer Place Café. Heavy duty 
plasticware utensils, heavy duty 
plates large and small, bowls, nap-
kins, plastic cups, crystal lite packs, 
bottled water either large or small, 
creamers, decaf  coffee and regular 
coffee, Shaw’s gift cards. We appreci-
ate all donations to help our café run 
successfully!

Whitinsville - Bruce 
Frieswick, 73, of  Whitinsville, 
Massachusetts, passed away on 
January 9, 2025.

Born on November 22, 
1951, Bruce was the son of  
Andrew and June Frieswick 
of  Whitinsville. A lifelong resi-
dent of  his beloved hometown, 
he built a life rooted in family, 
community, and service.

Bruce was a proud graduate 
of  Blackstone Valley Tech and 
went on to earn his bachelor’s degree in 
Electrical Engineering from Johnson 
& Wales University after attending 
Central New England College. He was 
a dedicated employee St. Vincent’s 
Hospital, where he worked for over 40 
years as a biomedical engineer techni-
cian.

In retirement, Bruce found joy in 
fishing both locally and at the Cape Cod 
Canal, as well as tending to his garden. 
He volunteered for several organiza-
tions in Northbridge and throughout 
Massachusetts, embodying the spirit of  
service that defined him.

Bruce is survived by his 
devoted wife of  47 years, 
Carol; his children Alana 
Kimball and her husband 
Jeffrey of  Concord, NH; 
Robert Frieswick and his 
wife Rebekah of  Sutton; 
and Jon Frieswick. He was 
a proud grandfather to 
three grandchildren: Caia 
Kimball, Paige Frieswick, 
and Owen Frieswick. He is 
also survived by two sisters, 

Marilyn Adams and her husband Todd, 
and Jeanne Frieswick and her partner 
Charles Amereihn; as well as numerous 
aunts, an uncle, nieces, nephews, and 
great-nieces and nephews.

Bruce’s legacy of  kindness, dedica-
tion, and love will be cherished by all 
who knew him. May his memory bring 
comfort to those he leaves behind.

A Mass of  Christian Burial will be 
held Wed., Jan. 29, 2025 at 11 AM in 
St. Patrick’s Church, 1 Cross Street, 
Whitinsville.

Burial will follow in the parish ceme-
tery. www.bumafuneralhome.com

Bruce Frieswick, 73
Obituaries
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A.C. 75A
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
The Trial Court
Worcester. SS
Probate Court

To all persons interested in the estate 
of Leo Morrissette late of Southbridge, 
in said County, deceased
A petition has been presented to said 
Court for authority to sell at private sale 
-public auction - certain real estate of 
said deceased and that the petitioner 
may become the purchaser of said real 
estate. 
If you desire to object thereto you or 
your attorney should file a written ap-
pearance in said Court at Worcester 
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on 
the Eighteenth day of February 2025, 
the return day of this citation.
Witness, Leilah A. Keamy, First Justice 
of this Court, this Seventeenth day of 
January , 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate 
January 31,  2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises:  192 Maple Street, 
Douglas, MA 01516
  By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Kathleen 
Federico f/k/a Kathleen Gagliard and 
Michael G. Federico to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as Mortgagee, as nominee for ARC 
Home LLC, and now held by Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation, said mortgage 
dated August 26, 2021 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
65951, Page 210, as affected by a 
Loan Modification dated July 7, 2023 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 69523, Page 264; said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Mortgagee, as nominee for 
Arc Home, LLC to Arc Home LLC by 
assignment dated August 5, 2024 and 
recorded with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 70855, Page 170; said mort-
gage was assigned from Arc Home 
LLC to Freedom Mortgage Corporation 
by assignment dated August 28, 2024 
and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 71107, Page 388; for 
breach of the conditions in said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction on February 21, 2025 at 
01:00 PM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit: 
The land in the Town of Douglas, 
County of Worcester, Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, and more particular-
ly bounded and described as follows:  
BEGINNING at a point on the northerly 
side of Maple Street in said Town of 
Douglas, said point being the south-
easterly corner of land now or formerly 
of Michael Millette, et ux;
 Thence S. 20º 17’ 00” E., 57.35 
feet by a stone wall to a point;  
Thence S. 3° 08’ 00” E., 89.02 
feet to a point in said stone wall;  
Thence S. 20° 25’ 00” E., 35.64 
feet by said stone wall to a point 

at other land of the grantors;  
Thence N. 20º 34’ 40” E., 
632.42 feet to a point;  
Thence S. 71º 00’ 49” E., 100.00 
feet to a point at land now 
or formerly of John Cosma;  
Thence N. 18º 59’ 11” E., 574.60 feet 
to a point at land now or formerly of the 
Southern New England Railroad Co.;  
Thence N. 66º 54’ 33” W., 42.37 
feet to a point at land now or for-
merly of Michael Millette, et ux;  
Thence S. 33º 39’ 53” W., 1,066.51 
feet to the point of BEGINNING.  
Containing 3.15 acres, more or less, 
and being shown as Lot # 1 on a plan 
entitled “Land of Gordon L. Bliss et ux 
al., Douglas, Mass., March 26, 1981, 
Scale 1” = 100’, John R. Andrews III, 
Land Surveyor,” recorded with said 
Deeds in Plan Book 486, Plan 107. 
Being all and the same premises con-
veyed by deed recorded in Book 52980 
Page 322.
 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
  For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated October 16, 2014 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
52980, Page 322.
 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
January 24, 2025
January 31, 2025
February 7, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P4300EA 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of:
Francis E Brady, Jr.

Date of Death: October 27, 2024 
To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of :
Petitioner Eugene M Brady of North-
bridge MA
Eugene M Brady of Northbridge MA-
has been informally appointed as Per-

sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without Surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
January 31,  2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P0169EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Douglas M Warren
Date of Death: 11/13/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative  
has been filed by 
Virginia A Ethier of Millville MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:  
Virginia A Ethier of Millville MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
02/18/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 

Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 17, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
January 31, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO24P4305GD  

CITATION  GIVING NOTICE OF 
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED 

PERSON PURSUANT TO  
G.L. c. 1908, §5-304 

In the matter of: 
Jeffrey Schiappucci 
Of: Blackstone MA 

RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by Department Of Devel-
opmental Serv of Worcester, MA 
in the above captioned matter alleging 
that Jeffrey Schiappucci  is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting that
Gayle Greene of Ashburnham, MA
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is 
on file with this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific authority. 
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of 
02/18/2025. This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to 
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to 
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may 
make this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State 
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
January 17, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
January 31, 2025

LEGALS

Plummer Place
Home of the

Northbridge Senior Center
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners 
since 1988 

Fully licensed and 
insured 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for 

one low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
774-200-7308

StonebridgePress.com

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

Douglas Adult Social Center

Simon Fairfield Public Library

(508) 476-2283
Hours of  operation: Monday through 

Thursday 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m.-
noon

DAILY ACTIVITIES: All our daily 
activities are free of  charge.

Monday: Painting class 9:45 to 11:45, 
Balance & Strength Exercise 12pm, Mat 
Yoga 2pm

Tuesday: Walking club 9 am, Cribbage 
9:30 am, Zumba 9:30 am, Lunch & Bingo 
11:30am, Technology Class 1pm (call to 
make an appt.), Line Dancing 2 to 2:45pm 
(starting Jan. 7)

Wednesday: Balance & Strength 10am, 
Darts 11:30 am, MahJong 1pm, Dominoes 
1 to 2:30pm

Thursday: Walking club 9am, Chair 
Yoga 9:30am, Pitch 9:30am, Hand and 
Foot card game 12:30pm

Friday: Balance & Strength 10am

FEBRUARY EVENTS:
The center will be closed on Monday 

February 17th.

• Wellness/ Blood pressure Clinic with 
Nurse Ann: Monday February 3rd & 
Tuesday February 18th from 10 am to 
12 pm.

• Hearing aid cleaning w/ Darci on 
Thursday February 6th from 10:00 am to 
11:00 am. Please call the center to sched-
ule your appointment @ 508-476-2283.

• FREE Valentine Craft Thursday 
February 6th @ 11:30. All supplies 
included, refreshments will be served. 
Please call the center to sign up by 2/3, 

@ 508-476-2283.
• Valentine’s Day Celebration 

Thursday February 13th @ 12:00. A tur-
key luncheon with all the fixings will 
be served. The Counterfeit Cash Band 
will be performing the hits of  Johnny 
Cash from 12:30-2:00 the entertainment 
for this event is being sponsored by 

the Douglas Cultural Council. Please 
call the center to sign up by 2/6 @ 508-
476-2283.

• Lunch & a Movie Thursday 
February 20th @ 11:30. We will be 
watching 53Blast. Lunch is tacos with 
all the fixings for $4.00 per person. 
Please call the center to sign up by 2/14 

@ 508-476-2283. 

PLEASE CALL (508) 476-2283 TO 
SIGN UP FOR PROGRAMS & CLASSES

Check our website for events that may 
not be listed here

https://www.douglas-ma.gov/202/
AdultSocial-Center-Senior-Center

290 Main St., Douglas
(508) 476-2695

February 2025 Schedule
The Simon Fairfield Public Library’s 

February 2025 Schedule. Please note that 
some events do require registration. If  
you have any questions regarding any 
events, please do not hesitate to contact 
the library at 508-476-2695 or email at us 
at douglas@cwmars.org.

Please note that we will be closed on 
Monday, February 17th in Observance of  
President’s Day.

Children’s Book Clubs (Registration 
Required)

Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 4 p.m.: Young 
Reader’s (Grades K-2), “Letters from a 
Desperate Dog” by Eileen Christelow

Thurday, Feb. 13 at 4 p.m.: Book Wizards 
(Grades 5-7), “Wonder” by R.J. Palacio

Tuesday, Feb. 25 at 4 p.m.: Book Bunch 
(Grade 2-5), “A Boy Called BAT” by Elana 
Arnold

Winter Storytime (Registration 
Required)

Monday, Feb. 3 & 10 at 10 a.m.: Storytime
Tuesday, Feb. 4 & 11 at 10 a.m.: Storytime

Children’s Programs
Tuesday, Feb. 4 & 18 at 11:30 a.m.: Music 

& Movement with Deb Hudgens
Wednesday, Feb. 5, 12, and 26, at 11:30 

a.m.: "Young Scientist's" STEM Program 
Ages 3-6 (Registration Required)

Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 3:30 p.m.: Lego 
Club I (Registration Required)

Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 3:30 p.m.: Lego 
Club II (Registration Required)

Wednesday, Feb. 19 at 6 p.m.: Reading to 
Gabby (Registration Required)

Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 3:30 p.m.: Lego 
Club III (Registration Required)

Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 6 p.m.: Gross, 
Weird, Cool Science

Adult Book Clubs
Thursday, Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m.: Greatest 

Book Club Ever, “Turtles All the Way 
Down” by John Green

Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 6:30 p.m.: Intrepid 
Readers, “Cry of  the Kalahari” by 
Delia Owens

Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 6:30 p.m.: Sci Fi 
Book Club, “I, Robot” by Isaac Asimov

Monday, Feb. 24 at 6:30 p.m.: Plot 
Twisters Book Club, Book TBA

Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m.: 
Muggle Meetup: “Harry Potter and the 
Chamber of  Secrets” by J.K. Rowling

Adult Programming
Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 5:30 p.m.: Sci Fi 

Film Club, Blade Runner 2049 (Patrons 
under the age of  17 must be accompa-
nied by an adult)

Thursday, Feb. 13 & 27 at 5:45 p.m.: 
Fiber Arts Friends

Saturday, Feb. 15 at 10:30 a.m.: 
Douglas Homeschool Network

Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 6:30 p.m.:  Short 
Cuts Film Club (Patrons under the 
age of  17 must be accompanied by an 
adult)

Thursday, Feb. 20 at noon: Get Help 
With Jenna Gouin



To the Editor:
The town of  Northbridge desperately 

needs a public park; it will be a terrific 
benefit to the community. The idea of  a 
park was originally brought to the town's 
attention on Oct. 22, 2024, during a town 
meeting. In this meeting, the vote was 
struck down because it did not reach a 

two thirds majority vote. One can assume 
this was because of  the tax increase that 
would come from trying to find the funds 
for this public works project. I would like 
to urge people to reconsider this decision, 
understand this from another perspec-
tive, and see the true value that a new pub-
lic park would bring to the community.

The building that exists in place of  
this potential park is in disarray. The 
old elementary school is in total dis-
repair: there are broken windows and 
graffiti on the inside. The building has 
also become an unsafe place for the 
youth of  the community.

However, a new public park would be 
an asset to youths in Northbridge and the 
surrounding towns, instead of  an unsafe 
building, this park would give older kids 
the opportunity to safely connect with 
one another and enjoy the outdoors. This 
addition would also be quite a communi-
ty-building event for the town. If  the entire 
town could come together to complete this 
project, that alone would boost morale as 
well as instill some pride in our devoted 
community. Once the park is built, it could 
potentially become a meeting place for 
many of  the groups that currently inhabit 
our town. Church youth groups, the com-
munity center, the town library, the senior 
center and so many other organizations 
in the Northbridge area would have a 
centralized place always available to them.

The plans for the park have already 
been created. All that remains is a “yes” 
vote from Northbridge citizens. With a 
“yes” vote, our town would become a 
more livable and thriving place. In a doc-
ument labeled “Cross Street Park - The 
Concept”; there is a mock-up of  what this 
park would look like, fitted with both 6 
tennis/pickle ball courts and a brand new 
basketball court; the plans would also pro-
vide public restrooms and a playground 
for the younger people of  this town.

Playgrounds are an important part 
of  children’s lives. While there are play-
grounds available for the youth of  our 
town, they are either not up to date 
with the standards, or they are part of  
a school. A new public park with recre-
ational facilities for all ages would be a 
worthwhile investment similar to other 
large public works projects in the town, 
like the new football field, the new ele-
mentary school, and the new fire station. 
This park is a missing puzzle piece to the 
greater town of  Northbridge, and I urge 
all town citizens to reconsider and get 
this important project off  the ground.

Thank you for your consideration 
and blessings,

Joanna Graves
Whitinsville

To the Editor:
The issue litters our streets, pollutes 

our parks and causes difficulty and hard-
ship for its victims: homelessness.

In many ways, homelessness has 
touched almost all individuals' lives in 
one way or another but in the Worcester 
area homelessness could potentially be 
impacting a whole lot more people in the 
next coming years as "the population of  
unhoused people in Worcester grew nearly 
20 percent from 2023-2024" (GBH,2024); this 
year marks the third that homelessness has 
been on the rise in the Worcester area. One 
of  the main reasons that homeless popu-
lations are so high is because Worcester 
is one of  the most difficult places to live 
due to its expensive housing and its "apart-
ment vacancy rate[s] [which are] hover-
ing in the low single digits" (Telegram & 
Gazette,2024). These challenges already 
make it difficult for the homeless to find 
housing yet another obstacle might pres-
ent itself  in the future after the 2024 June 
28th Supreme Court case which ruled that 
"cities can ban people from sleeping and 
camping in public places"(NPR, 2024). This 
ruling, although mostly taking place in the 
west, is predicted to sweep its way across 
the country and could potentially affect the 
town of  Worcester in the future. The rise of  
homelessness in Worcester and ruling of  
the Supreme Court need not be issues that 
go ignored (like the people in the homeless 
community so often are) and instead a call 
to action to provide affordable housing 
and oppose the Supreme Court's ruling in 
Massachusetts should be enacted in order 
that the homeless community may have a 
second chance at a better life.

The solution for diminishing the home-
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

774-200-7308

774-200-7308

MANUFACTURING JOB SHOP IS SEEKING

EXPERIENCED CNC MACHINIST
 CONVENTIONAL MACHINIST

ESTIMATOR

• CNC Milling Center
• CNC Turning Center
• Manual Bridgeports
• Manual Lathe
• CNC or Manual Vertical Milling Centers

Hours: M-Th: 7:00am-5:00pm, F: 7:00am-3:30pm.
Email resume or apply in person.

Southbridge Tool & 
Manufacturing Co., Inc.

181 Southbridge Road, Route 131, Dudley, MA  01571
(508) 764-2779 • Fax: (508) 765-1193

info@southbridgetool.com

 
Experience  on one or
more of the following:

For Immediate Hire!

$5000 SIGN-ON BONUS!

Laborers-
Material Handling
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person  
Package Steel

15 Harback Rd Sutton, MA
e-mail resume to:

Lucille@packagesteel.com
508-865-5871 x 3010

 

Welders/Plate 
Fabrication
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person  
Package Steel

15 Harback Rd Sutton, MA
e-mail resume to:

Lucille@packagesteel.com
508-865-5871 x 3010

 

For Advertising Information Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Millbury Senior Center

Hey, neighbor

Northbridge needs a public park

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR CONTINUED

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR CONTINUED

University of New England announces fall Dean’s List
BIDDEFORD and PORTLAND, Maine 

— The following students have been 
named to the Dean's List for the 2024 
fall semester at the University of  New 
England:

Emma Brothers of  Uxbridge
Samantha Billmyer of  Whitinsville
Dean's List students have attained 

a grade point average of  3.3 or better 
out of  a possible 4.0 at the end of  the 
semester.

The University of  New England is 
Maine’s largest independent university, 
with two beautiful coastal campuses 
in Maine, a one-of-a-kind study-abroad 

campus in Tangier, Morocco, and an 
array of  flexible online offerings. In 
an uncommonly welcoming and sup-
portive community, we offer hands-on 
learning, empowering students to make 
a positive impact in a world full of  chal-
lenges. We are the state’s top provider 
of  health professionals and home to 
Maine’s only medical and dental col-
leges, a variety of  other interprofes-
sionally aligned health care programs, 
and nationally recognized programs in 
the marine sciences, the natural and 
social sciences, business, the human-
ities, and the arts. Visit www.une.edu.

TRANSPORTATION
Monday - Thursday 8 - 4 P.M.
Friday 8 - 11:30 A.M.
Need a ride outside the WRTA 

Catchment Area?
Rides need to made in advance!
Call the Senior Center to schedule your 

ride 508-865-9154
FLORAL ARRANGMENT CLASS

SAM'S STEMS
Monday, February, 10th 1 P.M. - 3 P.M. 
price is $20
Call the center to sign up!

OTEGO STRENGTH
AND BALANCE CLASS

February, 13th 10 -11 A.M.
Call or stop by the center to sign up 

508-865-9154
THERAPY GARDENS

Chocolate Tasting
Thursday, February 6th 1 P.M. - 2 P.M. 
RSVP 508-865-9154

BETTER BREATHERS CLUB
Tuesday, February 25th 10:30 A.M.

SENATOR MOORE'S OFFICE
Meet with a representative from 

Senator Moore’s office!
Wednesday, February 5th
First Wednesday of  the month between 

11 – 12 P.M.
All are welcome to meet and discuss 

issues of  importance or looking for assis-
tance

TRANSPORTATION
All appointments will be accepted by 

the WRTA
Millbury Seniors 60 and older / those 

with ADA services call 508-752-9283 in 
order to register with the WRTA in 
advance if  they need transportation

Transportation Hours are Monday 
through Thursday from 8 A.M. to 3:30 
P.M. & Fridays 8 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.

Rides have to be scheduled by 4:30 P.M. 
the day before by calling 508-752-9283

For more information on regards to 
transportation call the center at 508-865-
9154
SENIOR CENTER EXERCISE CLASSES!

ZUMBA CLASSES
Mondays at 1 P.M. (Class is $3)

LIGHT EXERCISE CLASSES
Mondays and Fridays 9:30 A.M. – 10:15 

A.M. (Free!)
TAI CHI

Tuesdays 9:30 - 10:30 A.M. (class is $3)
LINE DANCING CLASSES

Wednesdays at 10:30 A.M. ( Class is $3)
YOGA

Thursdays 9 – 10 A.M. ( Class is $3)
SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES!

MAHJONG
Mondays at 12:45 P.M.

CRIBBAGE
Monday through Friday 8:30 A.M.

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC
Every Tuesday from 9 A.M. - 10 A.M.

SOCIAL BINGO
Wednesdays at 1 P.M.
Bring your pennies!

PITCH
Thursdays 1 – 3 P.M.

COLORING
Thursdays at 10 A.M.
Lunches are served Monday through 

Thursday 12 P.M. Friday 11:30 A.M.
The menu is available on the town web-

site, www.townofmillbury.org
Or our Millbury Senior Center 

Facebook page

A 48 hour reservation is required. Call 
the center at 508-865-9154

“MEMORY CAFÉ”
Please join us on Tuesday, February 

24th  at 1 P.M.
Refreshments will be served
A Memory Café is a monthly gathering 

for people with memory loss / challenges 
and their care partners. It is a time to social-
ize, make new friends, and have a good time

Our Outreach worker, Julie Fitzgerald, 
is happy to answer any questions, call to 
RSVP 508-865-9154!

SNAP APPLICATIONS  (Food Stamps)
Our appointments are on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays 10 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Call for an appointment & required 

documentation 508-865-9154
“This project has been funded at least 

in part with Federal Funds from USDA.
This institution is an equal opportuni-

ty provider
The SNAP Logo is a service of  the U.S. 

Department of  Agriculture.
USDA does not endorse any goods, ser-

vices or enterprises.”

School cell phone policies aren’t cutting it
To the Editor:

As a resident of  the Blackstone Valley 
and current high school student, cur-
rent school cell policies are no longer 
cutting it. Students are spending more 
time on their phones than actually 
learning. While these devices can be 
powerful tools for learning and social 
interaction, more often than not cell 
phones can do more harm than good.

Coming out of  the pandemic many 
schools such as those in the Blackstone 
Valley have been unable to grapple with 
students -most of  whom still face set-
backs from the pandemic- and their cell 
phone reliance. Locally, Northbridge 
High School has outlawed cell phone 

use by students among schools across 
the nation. By placing such bans, stu-
dents are able to more keenly focus on 
their studies without the distraction 
of  their devices; however, nuances are 
still important to acknowledge.

All students live in an increasingly 
digital world with problems ‘caused’ by 
phones, such as bullying and social iso-
lation, which have only transferred out 
of  real life onto devices. Additionally, 
most administrators placing policies 
have not grown up or learned in a dig-
ital classroom where online resourc-
es are prioritized on platforms such 
as Google Classroom. Yet, as most of  
these students are learning to navigate 

less population in Worcester is rather 
simple: build more affordable housing. 
Fortunately, this solution is already being 
acted upon as some forces such as 2018 
Housing First Coordinating Council 
and Worcester Community Housing 
Resources have been at work to con-
struct single-occupancy units or modular 
homes. However, their efforts to diminish 
homelessness are often wasted because 
the rise of  homelessness is greater than 
the amount of  houses that can be built 
at a time. Both organizations could be 
enabled to build houses faster if  they 
were provided the proper funds, funds 
that the community could donate in order 
to help solve the rise of  homelessness.

Although many might see donating 
money to this cause as pointless, this 
donation will go a lot farther than the 
meaningless $2 that some throw into the 
cap of  a homeless beggar because these 
funds will be able to foster actual change 
that will result in better futures for those 
who are homeless. Another action (that is 
not financially based) that can be taken to 
aid the lives of  the homeless in Worcester 
is protesting the application of  the 
Supreme Court's ruling in Massachusetts.

Despite the fact that the Supreme Court's 
ruling allows public spaces to be more 
clear and often safer, the judgement in 
many ways acts as a threat to those who 
are homeless due to the fact that they 
now are at risk of  obtaining a criminal 
record-a punishment that will only make 
it harder for them to obtain a living space. 
Consequently, since the Court's ruling only 
allows for the homeless to go backwards 
one can observe how this ruling should not 
be applied to Massachusetts. Furthermore, 
if  the Supreme court's ruling were to be 
applied to Massachusetts the homeless 
community would suffer and the popu-
lation of  homeless people would poten-
tially rise more due to the fact that many 
homeless would be considered convicts, a 
title that makes obtaining a house and job 
next to impossible. Therefore, the action 
of  building houses and breaking down the 
ruling's effect must be taken so that the 
rise of  the homeless population can finally 
diminish in Worcester because while the 
homelessness may not have a house next 
door to us, they are still our neighbors.

Emma Wierenga
Grafton

their device relationships, implement-
ing school-wide cell phone bans is the 
most effective way to foster a healthy 
learning environment and to isolate 
students from distraction. Initially 
some students may struggle, but with 
clear rules and guidelines students and 
teachers will see better academic per-
formances.

Julia Gibbons
Whitinsville
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

OPEN HOUSE 
16 BUCKBOARD PASS BROOKFIELD 

SAT 2/1/2025 11-1 $142,000!

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

Patrick Sweeney
Realtor
License #9529769
(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 
Realtor

License #904677
(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS                       Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

FEBRUARY 4TH •5-7PM 
LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE

DUDLEY TOWN HALL- SENIOR CENTER
1. What is the Homes for Heroes Program?

2. How Do I Finance an Investment Property?
3. Is Now a Good Time to Buy?

4. Is it Still a Sellers Market?

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

*1/2 Acre lot 
with Private 
Backyard
* Central Air 
and Central 
Vac
* hardwood 
Floors
*Lower LEvel 
Familyroom
* Easy  
Commuter 
Location

29 Charlton Road $499,900

DUDLEY- 2 BATHS
*Ideal for 
Owner  
Occupied
*2 Bedroom 
each level
*Garage w/ 
Loft area
*Newly 
Installed Septic 
System9 Quobaug Ave $425,000

OXFORD - 1ST FLOOR VACANT

CHARLTON- OPPORTUNITY FOR OWNING NEW CONSTRUCTION
*30’ Family Room
*3.5 baths... 3 Levels of Living area
*Hardwood Floors Throughout
*Cabinet Packed Kitchen  
 w/ Center Island
* Oversized Deck overlooking 6 Acres
*Established Subdivision- 
 Glenview Estates12 Elliott $695,000- Motivated Seller!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake - 237 Thompson Rd.
FOR RENT....1St floor 1 Bedroom Apartment! 
Sliders to large deck with outstanding views! 
Located in the mid section of the Lake. 

Catch the sunrises!
Heated by fuel efficient Natural Gas forced hot 
air. Enjoy Lake living!

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pristine, 
Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ road-
front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is full 
recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity!  $899,000

Location! Location! This Oversized & 
Well Maintained 2 Family offers 2,472 
sf Total! Apt 1 >1st Floor Unit >has 
1,052 sf, 3 BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd 
& 3rd Floor Unit has 2 levels >1,420 sf, 
5 BRs, 2 Baths. Corner lot w/.30 acre,  
22’x22’ Two Car Garage! 12’x16’Con-
crete Patio. Apartments fully occupied. 
PLEASE DO NOT TRESPASS onto the 
Property. $559,900

There are very few waterfront homes available for sale & many Buyers 
waiting for an opportunity to purchase. Call us at the Hope Real Estate 
Group for a no obligation consultation. If you are thinking of selling a 
Waterfront home on Webster Lake, please contact us to discuss pri-
vate showings to pre-approved Buyer prospects. 

Let’s talk Webster Lake!  

DUDLEY
 3 PRINCE CIRCLE   

Come to Pierpont Estates! Young 
2100 Sq Ft +/- Colonial on 1+ acre! 
Featuring 8 rooms, 4 Bedrooms! 
Master Bed W/Master Bath & Walk-
in Closet! 2 Baths and 1/2 Bath! Cozy 
propane gas fireplace. Hardwood 
flooring & carpeting. Central air. 2 Car 
Garage.  Yr. 2024 Taxes $5448 .  
assisted sale. $620,000

WEBSTER - 
38 COLONIAL RD.  

LAKE RESIDENTIAL      
Webster Lake Area! Investors take 
notice! Charming Ranch with possi-
ble extra buildable lot!  Home has 2 
bedrooms, 1 Bath. 1 Car Garage. Re-
cent Furnace and Ductless Mini-Split 
System. Vinyl Siding, Replacement 
Windows. 100CB. Interior needs up-
dating*  $399,900

SORRY, SOLD !   

13 Units -  4 Well Main-
tained & Updated Mul-
ti-Family Buildings with 2 
Commercial Spaces! Lo-
cated within the “ “Central 
Core” District of Downtown 
Southbridge!! .... Mixed 
Use Zoning !!  Heated Ga-
rage Space - Room enough 
for up to 18 Vehicles!!                      

$1,300,000

WATERFRONT

SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON

SORRY, SOLD !   
ON DEPOSIT

Featured New Listing!!

First Time Offered!! This Unique, Impressive, Well Maintained Custom Built 
Ranch Style Home! Incredible Functionality & More! Built in 2001 & offers 
1,462 sf+/- of One Level Living, 3 BRs, 2 Full Baths! Fabulous Split Floor 
Plan w/2 BRs & a Full Bath w/Double Walk In Shower, & a Private MASTER 
SUITE w/Private Full Bath, Walk-in Closet. Spacious Entry Foyer. Lg Triple 
Casement Windows overlooking rolling Landscape! $469,000

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 11:00AM-1:00PM
WEBSTER - 61 PARK AVENUE                  

OXFORD - 25 SUTTON AVENUE   
Location ~ Location! Move-in ready 
Commercial Office &/or Retail Space ! 
Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Com-
panies looking to expand, Banks, Med-
ical facilities etc...2 Level Free Standing 
Building on a Corner Lot - Located in 
an Active area of Restaurants & Retail 
1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20...Zoned GB 
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots

$1,150,000

ON DEPOSIT

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES! WATERFRONT LAND

WEBSTER - 25 SLATER ST 
Featured New Listing!!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

As temperatures drop, Cornerstone Bank is helping families stay safe and warm
WORCESTER — Temperatures are 

dropping and Cornerstone Bank, a com-
munity bank with locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts, wants to help 
make sure residents have the tools they 
need to get through the coldest months. 
Cornerstone is donating $25,000 toward 
the Worcester Community Action 

Council’s Emergency Fuel Fund.
“We know the high price of  

fuel is making it difficult for fami-
lies to stay warm as winter sets in,” 
said Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd 
Tallman. “That’s why we appreciate 
the Worcester Community Action 
Council’s work to make sure our neigh-

bors are taken care of.”
The Emergency Fuel Fund helps 

homeowners and renters pay home heat-
ing bills and past due balances on utility 
bills incurred from November through 
April of  each year. Income-eligible res-
idents can apply for aid through the 
agency’s federally funded Low Income 

Home Energy Assistance Program.
“As a community bank, we are 

committed to supporting causes that 
improve the quality of  life for those 
around us,” said Tallman. “We hope 
this donation helps offer some relief  
to residents facing challenges trying to 
safely get through the winter.”



KINGSTON, R.I. — The 
University of  Rhode Island 
is pleased to announce that 
several area students have 
been named to its Fall 2024 
Dean's List. Among them 
are:

Giovanni Biagioni of  
Northbridge

Olivia Frabotta of  
Northbridge

Avery Guillette of  
Uxbridge

Jillian Harper of  
Douglas

Oscar Hay of  
Whitinsville

Grant Houatchanthara 
of  Whitinsville

Kayla Kamishlian of  
Northbridge

Rylie Loftus of  Uxbridge
Mackenzie Malone of  

Whitinsville
Stephanie Massey of  

Whitinsville
Shelby Montville of  

Uxbridge
Erika Our of  Douglas
Mia Pellegrino of  

Northbridge
Ella Pezzullo of  

Uxbridge
Caitlin Porcelli of  

Northbridge
Meghan Roeder of  

Uxbridge
Payson Roy of  Uxbridge
Kevin Sawyer of  

Whitinsville
Lincoln Schiller of  

Uxbridge
Isabelle Washington of  

Whitinsville
Kailyn Washington of  

Whitinsville
To be included on the 

Dean's List, full-time stu-
dents must have completed 
12 or more credits for let-
ter grades which are GPA 
applicable during a semes-
ter and achieved at least a 
3.30 quality point average. 
Part-time students quali-
fy with the accumulation 
of  12 or more credits for 
letter grades which are 
GPA applicable earning at 
least a 3.30 quality point 
average.

Students named to 
the Dean's List repre-
sent nearly all of  Rhode 
Island's cities and towns, 
all six New England 
states, New York and New 
Jersey, and many other 

states and countries.
About the University 

of  Rhode Island
The University of  

Rhode Island is a diverse 
and dynamic communi-
ty whose members are 
connected by a common 
quest for knowledge. As 
a global education lead-
er and the state of  Rhode 
Island's flagship public 
research institution, URI 
offers distinctive oppor-
tunities designed to meet 
the global challenges of  
today's world and the 
rapidly evolving needs 
of  tomorrow. Founded 
in 1892, URI now enrolls 
more than 18,000 students 
and offers more than 200 
degree programs across 
nine schools and colleges. 
As a land- and sea-grant 
institution, URI is a key 
driver of  economic devel-
opment in Rhode Island 
and contributes signifi-
cantly to the health and 
vitality of  the state, the 
New England region, and 
the nation. To learn more, 
visit: uri.edu.
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LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

Bay Path UNICEF Club supports Philippine athlete

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 
welcomes new full time faculty

University of Rhode Island names 
area students to Dean’s List

Alexandra Weedon named to University 
of Mississippi Dean’s Honor Roll

CHARLTON — The 
Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy is 
pleased to welcome 
newly appointed full-
time faculty member. 
Melissa Zeien, BSN, 
RN, WCC of  Charlton 
had been named full-
time faculty. Professor 
Zeien assumed her role 
on Jan. 13.

Professor Zeine is an 
experienced RN with 
a specialty in Wound 
Care. She completed 
her Bachelor of  Science 
in Nursing (2016) at the 
Empire State College, 
State University of  
New York, and her 
Associate of  Science 
in Nursing (2010) 
at Suffolk County 
Community College in 
Selden, N.Y. She became 
Wound Care Certified 
(2022) through the 
Wound Care Education 
Institute.

Self-described as 
“calm,  responsi -
ble, reliable, caring, 
hard-working, and 
physically fit individ-
ual with strong lead-
ership skills and eth-
ics,” Professor Zeien 
works well in a group 
setting or one on one. 
She is well versed in 
theory and in practice. 

She enjoys collaborat-
ing with individuals 
from all socioeconomic 
backgrounds.

“We are excited to 
have Professor Zeien 
join the Practical 
Nursing Academy,” 
stated Gretheline 
Bolandrina DHA, MSN 

Ed, RN, CRRN Academy 
Director. “She came to 
the Academy in oppor-
tune time and brings 
with her expertise and 
experience that would 
greatly benefit the 
practical nursing stu-
dents and our Bay Path 
community.”

Courtesy

Melissa Zeien

CHARLTON — The Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy UNICEF Club 
2025 through their elect-
ed officers supports 
Philippine Athlete, 
Cyrusjet Tedi Bueno of  
Quezon City, Philippines. 
Harnessing the uniting 
power of  sports to bring 
focus to global citizenship, 
the practical nursing stu-
dents and UNICEF Club 
officers believe in sports 
as a critical tool in teach-

ing kids about teamwork 
and inclusion, creating 
safe spaces, overall child-
hood development, and 
fostering community 
engagement.

The UNICEF Club elect-
ed officers are Elizabeth 
Achayo of  Worcester as 
chair, Tamara Lidonde of  
Spencer as co-chair, Delene 
Sarsfield of  Charlton as 
secretary, Loise Ngigi of  
South Grafton as trea-
surer, and Rachel Anane 

of  Worcester as press 
relations officer. Achayo 
holds a college diploma in 
Human Services (career 
guiding and counseling, 
from Kenya). She is a sup-
port specialist with the 
Justice Resource Institute 
(Framingham, MA). 
Lidonde is a Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
with experience working 
at Venture Community 
Services and CareOne 
Concord. She completed 

her secondary education 
at Worcester Technical 
High School. Sarsfield 
is a CNA at CareOne at 
Millbury. She gradu-
ated from Holy Name 
Central Catholic Jr./Sr. 
High School in Worcester. 
Ngigi currently works 
for Venture Community 
Services (Sturbridge) 
as a direct support pro-
fessional. She graduated 
from Moi Girls Kamangu 
High School in Kenya. 
She obtained her CNA 

training at 3Dimensions 
Health Services in 2017. 
Anane works as staff  at 
Arbor (Southborough). 
Prior to coming to Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, she has taken 
courses at Framingham 
State University. The Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy UNICEF Club 
was founded in 2016 and 
each year club officers 
lead members through 
various fundraising meth-
ods that serve to educate 

and raise awareness of  
relevant issues happening 
locally and globally. The 
UNICEF Club meets after 
school hours. Plans are 
underway for educational 
fundraising activities.

Philippine swimmer 
Cyrusjet Tedi Bueno 
will be competing on 
the upcoming FOBISIA 
Swimming 2025 (https://
www.teemsglobal.com/
fobisia-swimming-2025 ), 
which will take place on 
Feb. 20 to 23 at Thanyapura, 
Phuket, Thailand. The 
2025 FOBISIA swimming 
is hosted at the world-class 
Thanyapura Sports and 
Health Resort. This event 
will bring together talent-
ed swimmers from across 
Asia to compete, build 
camaraderie, and inspire 
the next generation of  ath-
letes. The event is all about 
the exciting opportunities 
to embrace the moment, 
form new friendships, and 
striving for personal bests. 
As a key part of  the pro-
cess, Bueno’s participa-
tion is through generous 
supporters to help cover 
the costs of  travel, accom-
modation, training, equip-
ment, and cost of  partici-
pation.

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — 
Lindsey Labossiere of  
Uxbridge achieved a per-
fect 4.0 GPA during the 
fall 2024 semester, earn-
ing a spot on the Provost's 
List at Hofstra University. 
Lindsey's major is 
Criminology.

Hofstra University's 
primary mission is to 
provide a quality edu-
cation to its students 
in an environment that 
encourages, nurtures, 
and supports learning. At 
Hofstra, new ideas take 
shape through collabo-

ration, engagement, and 
interaction. Hofstra stu-
dents create their success 
with small classes and 
dedicated faculty, along-
side a beautiful campus, 
plus all the opportunities 
of  New York City within 
easy reach.

Lindsey Labossiere of Uxbridge named
to Provost’s List at Hofstra University

UNIVERSITY, Miss. 
— Alexandra Weedon 
of  Whitinsville was 
named to the University 
of  Mississippi's Fall 
2024 Honor Roll lists.

Weedon, in the B.A. 
in Allied Health Studies 
program, was named to 
the Dean's Honor Roll, 
which is reserved for 
students who earn a 
semester GPA of  3.50-
3.74.

To be eligible for 
honor roll designation, 
a student must have 
completed at least 12 
graded hours for the 

semester and may not 
be on academic proba-
tion during the semes-
ter.

The University of  
Mississippi, affection-
ately known as Ole 
Miss, is the state's 
flagship university. 
Included in the elite 
group of  R1: Doctoral 
Universities - Highest 
Research Activity 
by the Carnegie 
Classification, it has a 
long history of  produc-
ing leaders in public 
service, academics and 
business. Its 16 academ-

ic divisions include a 
major medical school, 
nationally recognized 
schools of  accountan-
cy, law and pharmacy, 
and an Honors College 
acclaimed for a blend 
of  academic rigor, 
experiential learn-
ing and opportunities 
for community action. 
Recognized among the 
nation's most beautiful, 
Ole Miss' main campus 
is in Oxford, which is 
routinely acknowl-
edged as one of  the 
country's best college 
towns.
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