
BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — Dudley’s 
retired Police Chief  
Steven Wojnar was hon-
ored on April 1 with a 
special award by Sunrise 
Pomona Grange #9 in rec-
ognition of  his decades 
of  dedication to the town.

Wojnar was presented 
with the National Grange 
2024 Public Service Award 
in a special ceremony 
during a meeting of  the 
Board of  Selectmen. The 
honor recognizes indi-
viduals who have prov-
en their commitment to 
being a servant of  the 
people. Wojnar devoted 
over three decades of  his 
life to the town in law 

enforcement starting as a 
reserve officer in 1988. He 
was promoted to Sergeant 
in 2002 and then Chief  a 
year later, a position he 
would hold for the next 20 
years until his retirement 
in 2023. 

Before presenting the 
award, members of  the 
Sunrise Pomona Grange 
#9 listed off  just a selec-
tion of  Wojnar’s accom-
plishments and contri-
butions to his communi-
ty during career. These 
included serving as a 
Court Liaison Officer and 
Crime Scene Technician 
and leading many pro-
grams with the Dudley 
schools such as start-
ing the School Resource 
Officer Program and serv-

ing as field attendance 
officer. His role in the 
local schools earned him 
the nickname “Officer 
Friendly” at Mason Road 
Elementary School.

During his career, 
Wojnar was heavily 
involved in charitable 
programs and causes 
including the United 
Way of  Webster and 
Dudley, Helping Address 
the Needs of  Dudley 
Seniors (HANDS), and 
the Jimmy Fund. He has 
served on the Southern 
Worcester County Drug 
and Counter Crime Task 
Force, as President of  
the Central MA Chiefs 
of  Police, and as a mem-
ber of  the Executive 
Planning Committee 
for the National Center 
for Missing & Exploited 
Children. He served a 
term as President of  the 
Massachusetts Chiefs 
of  Police Association in 
2018 and helped respond 
to the first Amber Alert 

in Massachusetts in 2003. 
Wojnar has continued to 
contribute to his commu-
nity as Director of  Public 
Safety at Nichols College. 
The recognition also 
came nearly ten years 
to the day after Wojnar 
received a cancer diagno-
sis, a battle he has since 
won.

Wojnar was known as 
a softspoken and humble 
leader during his time 
with Dudley Police, and 
those traits shined once 
more when selectmen 
asked him to comment on 
his latest honor. 

“This was always one 
of  those things where you 
did this job and you’re not 
a golfer or a tennis player, 
you’re part of  a team no 
matter where you work. 
I was fortunate to have 
a great wife and family 
behind me, a great group I 
worked with, a great com-
munity. I always admired 

WEST BOYLSTON 
— Worcester County 
Sheriff  Lew Evangelidis 
is pleased to announce 
the recent round of  lieu-
tenant promotions at 
the Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Office. These 
new lieutenants will 
join the superior offi-
cer’s group and assume 
administrative responsi-
bilities at the Worcester 
County Jail and House 
of  Correction. The last 
round of  lieutenant pro-
motions at the Worcester 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
took place in 2021. Among 
those promoted from 
the rank of  sergeant are 

Auburn’s Tony Delarosa 
and Ryan Bennett.

 
Delarosa, an 11-year 

WCSO veteran, began his 
career in 2012 and was 
promoted to sergeant 
in 2017. Before his pro-
motion to lieutenant, 
Delarosa worked in the 
receiving/intake area at 
the Worcester County Jail 
and House of  Correction. 
He was also a member 
of  the Special Operations 
Group and the WCSO 
Critical Incident Stress 
Management team. 
Delarosa will now take 
on additional oversight 
and responsibility in this 

area as well as maintain 
his specialty roles.

 
Bennett, a 17-year 

WCSO veteran, began his 
career in 2006 and was 
promoted to sergeant 
in 2022. Before his pro-
motion to lieutenant, 
Bennett worked in the 
WCSO Special Services 
Department and for 
CEMLEC as an FCC-
licensed drone pilot. He is 
also an active member of  
the WCSO Honor Guard. 
Bennett will now take 
on additional oversight 
and responsibility with-
in the Special Services 
Department.

 
With the rank of  lieu-

tenant, the recently pro-
moted individuals will 
be responsible for com-
manding and supervising 
sergeants, officers, and 
staff  under their charge. 
In addition, the lieuten-
ants will be responsible 
for monitoring the care, 
custody, and control of  
inmate activity, ensuring 
the safety of  both staff  
and inmates.

 
“At the Worcester 

County Sheriff ’s Office, 
promotions are grant-
ed  to  those who have 
earned them through 
exceptional merit, 
unwavering work ethic, 
and steadfast dedica-
tion to duty,” commented 
Evangelidis. “This group 
has proven themselves 
as leaders during their 
tenure with the sheriff ’s 
office. I look forward to 
seeing the lieutenants 
settle into their roles, 
mentor newer staff, and 
execute the mission of  
the sheriff ’s office for the 
residents of  Worcester 
County.”

 
The Worcester County 

Jail and House of  
Correction is responsible 
for pre-trial detainees and 
inmates sentenced to two 
and a half  years or less. 
The facility can house 
more than 1,000 inmates 
and is in West Boylston. 
The sheriff ’s office also 
operates community 
centers in Fitchburg, 
Worcester, and Webster.
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Dudley Board 
of Health 

closes Subway 
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY – The Dudley Board of  Health has ordered 
the closure of  the longstanding Subway restaurant at 
157 West Main St. after a series of  violations dating 
back to December of  2023.

The Dudley Subway is owned by Seema Sub Shop 
LLC, and has been in business for roughly 14 years. 
On Dec. 29, Dudley Health Agent Patrick Hannon per-
formed an inspection revealing 14 violations. During 
a hearing before the Board of  Health on March 19, 
Hannon noted that he thought the store was clean 
and that food storage was organized but revealed the 
only employee on hand that day was untrained in how 
to take proper food temperatures, was not ServSafe 
certified, and was not trained in allergen awareness. 
Records concerning food temperatures were not avail-
able to Hannon at the time of  inspection. Hannon left 
an order that a certified food manager be on site when 
food is being served, proper training be administered 
to the employees, and that temperatures be recorded 
every two hours until further notice. Failure to follow 
those orders would risk revocation of  the food service 
permit, which Hannon said was not appealed. Hannon 
paid a second visit to the restaurant the next day when 
the owner was there where the only violation recorded 
was once again issues with food temperatures.

A follow-up inspection was performed on Feb. 24 
where a different employee was alone, again improp-
erly trained and not a certified food manager. This 
employee shared negative comments concerning the 
owner and the condition of  the store, and revealed that 
they had been improperly trained in re-heating tactics 
for the food. The business was also not adhering to the 
temperature logging requested by the Health Agent. 
Hannon told the Board of  Health that the first employ-
ee he met in December, identified as Lauren Dobson, 
who testified during the hearing, visited his office, 
sharing information and around 225 photos from the 
business showing poor storage practices, cleanliness 
issues, and food quality concerns. Hannon found the 
photos disturbing and commended the employee and 
her coworker for coming forward. 

“I think the girls finally got comfortable enough that 
we weren’t trying to make it their fault that they were 
willing to come forward and actually say what was 
really going on at the Subway,” Hannon told the Board 
of  Health.

A selection of  the photos was presented during 
the hearing showing moldy vegetables, evidence of  
date tampering with cold-stored foods, visible proof  

Wojnar honored with 
Grange Public Service Award

Courtesy

Retired Dudley Police Chief Steve Wojnar is presented with the National Grange 2024 Public Service Award by members of 
Sunrise Pomona Grange #9.

Oxford School 
Committee approves 
collaborative fund, 
eyes budget again

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

OXFORD — The School Committee became the first 
of  15 districts participating in the SWCEC to approve 
establishing a capital reserve fund.

According to Southern Worcester County 
Educational Collaborative (SWCEC) director Arnold 
Lundwall, the plan aims to set aside up to $2 million in 
budgets surpluses as a “safety net” to cover equipment, 
space and other needs “slowly over time.” One of  the 
latter might include the ability to fund their “first 
refusal” rights to buy their two campuses if  their pres-
ent landlords decide to go out of  business or otherwise 
sell. Another might be to “bring our students together” 
in one location, he said.

The collaborative now runs out of  a former bowl-
ing alley in Southbridge and a former farmhouse 
in Dudley. Lundwall noted both landlords have been 
“good partners with us” for more than 15 years, noting 
as an example that one donated a playground.

The key issue, he said, is that collaboratives don’t 
have access to state MSBA school renovation funding 
for projects. Any spending would have to be approved 
by the board of  directors, which is a committee of  the 
superintendents of  participating districts, so it will 
have “no risk to the districts.” To create this fund, they 
need approval from two-thirds of  those districts.

Chair Corey Burke said he’s happy with the collab-
orative’s services, but visited it and agreed their cam-
puses need some work. Member David Cornacchioli 
agreed, noting he started his teaching career in a 
Worcester collaborative.

Lundwall said SWCEC tries to return students to 
theor home districts “if  the students are ready;” he 

Courtesy

WCSO Lieutenant Tony Delarosa (Left) poses 
with Sheriff Lewis Evangelidis (Right).

WCSO Lieutenant Ryan Bennett (Left) poses 
with Sheriff Lewis Evangelidis (Right).

Sheriff’s office promotes Auburn residents at 
Worcester County Jail & House of Correction
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OXFORD — In a whirl-
wind of  captivating per-

formances, Sheryl Faye 
transported students at 

Clara Barton Elementary 
School on an unforgetta-
ble journey through the 
lives of  three remarkable 
women in history. With 
her incredible talent and 
passion for storytelling, 
Sheryl Faye assumed the 
roles of  Clara Barton, 
Helen Keller, and Abigail 
Adams, igniting a spark 
of  curiosity and fasci-
nation among the young 
audience. A wonderful 
way to wrap up

Women’s History 
Month!

This program is sup-
ported in part by a grant 
from the Oxford Cultural 
Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council, a 

state agency. The 
Oxford Cultural 
Council played a 
vital role in pro-
viding the resourc-
es needed to bring 
this enriching 
experience to 
the students of  
Clara Barton 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School. Their com-
mitment to foster-
ing cultural appre-
ciation within the 
community shines 
through initiatives 
like these, demon-
strating the power 
of  collaboration in 
education and the 
arts.

WEBSTER — On 
Friday, April 26 and 
Saturday, April 27, the 
Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School Drama Club 
will present “Clue: High 
School Edition.” The play 
is based on the screen-
play by Jonathan Lynn, 
which was inspired by 
the Hasbro board game, 
Clue, and was written 
by Sandy Ruskin. The 
show also features orig-
inal music by Michael 
Holland.

Published by 
Dramatist’s Play Service, 
the comedic whodunnit 
is set in the late 1950’s, 

when Joseph McCarthy’s 
House Un-American 
Activities Committee was 
waging war on commu-
nists and Barbie had just 
made her official debut 
in American toy stores. 
On a stormy night, six 
strangers have been invit-
ed to a dinner party by a 
mysterious “Mr. Boddy.” 
Before the night is over, 
all of  the guests have col-
orful aliases, they have 
received murderous 
“party favors,” and their 
host is dead before des-
sert. 

So who is the mur-
derer? Join Colonel 

Mustard, Mrs. White, 
Mrs. Peacock, Miss 
Scarlet, Professor Plum, 
and Mr. Green as they, 
along with overly helpful 
butler, Wadsworth, race 
around Boddy Mansion 
trying to find the killer 
before it’s too late. Was it 
Colonel Mustard in the 
study with the lead pipe? 
How about Miss Scarlet 
in the conservatory with 
the revolver? Come see 
the show and see if  your 
suspicions are correct!

The SHRHS Drama 
Club has been delighting 
local audiences since 2010 
under the direction of  

Performing Arts Director, 
Kristin Griffiths, and 
Assistant Performing 
Arts Director, James 
Foley. The SHRHS Drama 
Club strives to give stu-
dents the opportunity 
to explore the world of  
theatre and to strengthen 
their skills in acting and 
theatre tech, as well as set 
and costume design. Past 
performances include 
this past January’s 
“Tim for Mayor,” a stu-
dent-written produc-
tion by current senior, 
Harry Kennan, and last 
spring’s “Just Another 
High School Play.” This 

spring’s performance of  
Clue: High School Edition 
features immensely tal-
ented student actors, as 
well as a skilled stage and 
tech crew.

There are two perfor-
mances of  “Clue: High 
School Edition”: Friday, 
April 26 and Saturday, 
April 27 at 7 p.m. in 
the Connie Vanco Galli 
Auditorium at Shepherd 
Hill Regional High 
School. Tickets are $15 
for Adults, $10 for stu-
dents (with valid ID) 
and seniors. Children 
five and under are free. 
Tickets can be purchased 

in advance at https://our.
show/cluehsedition or at 
the door for an additional 
$2 walk up fee.

Due to the sound of  
gunshots and artistic 
representations of  mur-
der, parental discretion is 
advised.

For more informa-
tion, contact Performing 
Arts Director, Kristin 
Griffiths, at kgriffiths@
dcrsd.org or Assistant 
Performing Arts Director, 
James Foley, at jfoley@
dcrsd.org.

DUDLEY — Nichols 
College has announced 
that Ralph Crowley, Jr., 
president and chief  exec-
utive officer of  Polar 
Beverages, will give 
the Commencement 
Address at the 2024 com-
mencement exercises on 
Saturday, May 4.

Crowley has led Polar, 
founded in 1882 and the 
largest privately owned 
sparkling beverage bot-
tler in the country, since 
1992. Under his leader-
ship, Polar has grown 
from an $18 million to a $1 
billion enterprise. Polar 
made several key acqui-
sitions of  manufacturing 
facilities that accelerated 
the growth of  the compa-
ny, including Adirondack 
Beverages in Scotia, New 

York, Polar South of  
Fitzgerald, Georgia and 
Polar Texas Bottling in 
Temple, Texas. Polar also 
gained significant market 
share through the distri-
bution of  seasonal Polar 
Seltzer flavors while con-
currently embracing heri-
tage recipes, such as Polar 
Orange Dry and Birch 
Beer, that reflect the com-
pany’s roots.

Crowley was instru-
mental in bringing the 
Worcester Red Sox to 
Central Massachusetts 
and serves on the orga-
nization’s Board of  
Directors. The Woo Sox 
play their home games 
in Polar Park. He and 
his siblings also own 
Wachusett Mountain Ski 
Area in Princeton. He 

is widely known for his 
philanthropic leadership 
in Worcester and beyond 
and serves on numerous 
nonprofit boards and 
advisory councils.

Crowley received a BA 
from Bowdoin College 
and an MBA from Clark 
University. He will receive 
an Honorary Doctorate in 
Business Administration, 
as will Amy Pitter, for-
mer chief  executive offi-
cer of  the Massachusetts 
Society of  Certified 
Public Accountants.

Pitter led MassCPAs 
from 2015 until her retire-
ment in December 2023. 
The organization rep-
resents 11,000 accounting 
professionals across the 
Commonwealth, includ-
ing those serving in public 

accounting, busi-
ness, government, 
nonprofit and edu-
cation. As CEO, 
Ms. Pitter devel-
oped programs to 
help accounting 
professionals pros-
per, while building 
the pipeline of  
accountants and 
increasing diver-
sity in the profes-
sion.

Prior to her 
stint as CEO, 
Pitter served as 
commissioner of  
the Massachusetts 
Department of  
Revenue. She 
boasts more than 

25 years of  experience 
helping government agen-
cies transform their busi-
nesses. She earned a BA 
from Connecticut College, 
an MA in accounting from 
Northeastern University, 
and a JD from New 
England School of  Law.

About Nichols
Nichols College has 

earned business accred-
itation from the pres-
tigious Association to 

Advance Collegiate 
Schools of  Business 
(AACSB International), 
the longest serving glob-
al accrediting body for 
business schools and the 
largest business educa-
tion network connect-
ing learners, educators, 
and businesses world-
wide. Founded in 1815, 
Nichols College trans-
forms today’s students 
into tomorrow’s lead-

ers through a dynamic, 
career-focused business 
and professional educa-
tion. Nichols offers real-
world learning focused on 
professional depth - com-
bined with vibrant living, 
competitive athletics, 
and an unmatched alum-
ni advantage - equipping 
students to exceed their 
own expectations.  www.
nichols.edu
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Shrewsbury’s Own…
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Hi! Our names are Giavanna and 
Xander and we are so excited to 
meet our forever family!  
Giavanna (Gia) and Xander are 

sweet, soft-spoken siblings. Gia 
loves to read, write, and try new 
things, such as taking piano les-
sons! She is described as very 
smart, happy, funny, and often of-
fers help when she sees someone 
who needs it. Gia gets along well 
with all her peers, and her teacher 
says she is an excellent student and 
a “joy in class.” 
Gia’s younger brother Xander loves 

to play video games, board games, 
and Legos. He also likes basketball and takes drum lessons. Once you 
get to know him, Xander is very funny and witty and comes up with great 
one-liner jokes! 
Gia and Xander would do well in a loving, two-parent household. A fam-

ily for Gia and Xander would support their relationships with their three 
younger siblings, who they see monthly. Both Gia and Xander do well in 
the family setting and enjoy activities such as watching movies, playing 
games, and going out together. 
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/children/8342-8343 

   Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 

your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive par-
ents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or home-
owners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have 
to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help 
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and 
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways 
you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Giavanna and Xander 
Age 10 and 12 
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Country Bank appoints 
Thomas Dufault as Senior 

VP, Retail Lending

Shepherd Hill’s Drama Club presents 
“Clue: High School Edition”

Ralph Crowley, Jr. to deliver Nichols College 
Commencement address

Courtesy

Sher yl Faye 
performing as Helen 
Keller.

Sheryl Faye profiles women in history at  
Clara Barton Elementary School

WORCESTER — 
Country Bank, a lead-
ing financial institution 
serving Central and 
Western Massachusetts, 
is pleased to announce the 
appointment of  Thomas 
Dufault as the Senior Vice 
President of  the Retail 
Lending Department. 
With an impressive 35 
years in the mortgage 
industry and an entrepre-
neurial and construction 
background, he brings a 
wealth of  knowledge and 
leadership to his new role.

Dufault has gained 
extensive experience in 
construction standards, 
business acumen, and 
process improvements 
throughout his career. 
His diverse background, 
including being a previous 
business owner, makes 
him the ideal candidate 
to lead Country Bank’s 
Retail Lending team.

In addition to his pro-
fessional achievements, 
Dufault is also commit-

ted to community ser-
vice. He has served on 
the Board of  Habitat 
for Humanity North 
Central Masschusetts for 
ten years, with the past 
four years as the Board 
President. He supports 
various charitable ini-
tiatives, including the 
United Way of  North 
Central Massachusetts, 
the American Cancer 
Society, Heifer Project 
International, and the 
Alzheimer’s Association. 
He has also served on 
various committees and 
boards in the town of  
Rutland where he lived for 
twenty-six years with his 
wife and two daughters.

“I am excited to join 
Country Bank and con-
tribute to its contin-
ued success in helping 
customers obtain their 
dreams of  homeowner-
ship,” said Dufault. “I will 
focus on offering innova-
tive products to help meet 
our customers’ needs with 

a simple application and 
approval process while 
offering a superior cus-
tomer experience. I am 
eager to make a difference 
for the retail lending team 
and for our customers.”

“We are incredibly 
pleased to welcome Tom to 
our leadership team; his 
extensive background in 
Retail Lending brings an 
exciting level of  strategic 
insight and direction to 
the Country Bank brand 
of  Community Banking. 
His commitment to stra-
tegic and empathetic lead-
ership, community sup-
port, and entrepreneur-
ial spirit align with our 
iSTEP Corporate Values 
of  Integrity, Service, 
Teamwork, Excellence, 
and Prosperity. We are 
proud that Tom has cho-
sen Country Bank as his 
Employer of  Choice,” stat-
ed Miriam Siegel, First 
Senior Vice President 
and Chief  Culture & 
Development Officer.



WEBSTER — Money is usually a very 
personal and sensitive topic. Not so 
at the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library! 
Recently, parents from Webster Head 
Start were invited to participate in a five-
part course focused on personal finance.  
This series of  workshops were hosted by 
the Library with the support of  Webster 
Five Bank, MAPFRE Insurance, Friends 
of  the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library, 
and Webster Head Start.

Webster Five’s Brenda Sullivan, 
Assistant Vice President and Marketing 
Manager, and Worcester Community 
Action Council’s Melissa Trinidad, Lead 
Financial Empowerment Coach, each 
highlighted one element of  personal 
finance per session. Topics included: sav-
ings, banking, borrowing, credit reports, 
and housing. These complex subjects 
were made manageable because of  the 
expertise of  the presenters.  

Recognizing the busy schedules that 

most young families keep, Webster Five 
sponsored an evening meal before each 
session so that the families could enjoy 
each other’s company. After dinner, the 
children were treated to a storytime and 
activities, led by Head Start Staff, while 
their parents participated in the sem-
inar. Adults were asked to complete a 
pre-assessment sheet, to privately assess 
their understanding of  the topic being 
discussed. At the close of  each informa-
tion session, the same assessment was 
used to gauge their level of  understand-
ing.

An indicator of  success was not only 
the level of  attendance (the majority of  
participants attended all five sessions), 
but their level of  active participation 
and engagement. In all cases, the parents 
indicated that the sessions were very 
helpful and that they appreciated the 
opportunity to support each other and 
learn about area resources and contacts. 

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

OXFORD — The last selectmen’s 
meeting focused largely on honoring 
the police in various ways.

The first form came as the board 
voted to promote Jeromy Grniet to lieu-
tenant and Kenneth Meade to sergeant 
after Chief  Mike Daniels described his 
process for recommending them.

He said he purposely waited six 
months after starting to see how peo-
ple in the department worked togetehr, 
what process to sue, who’d test well and 
“who can show the skills.” That was 
more than just for these promotions, 
he noted; he’s in general looking for 
officers “who have the potential to move 
up.”

Daniels said these two specifically 
shined as part of  a two-day process. 
Day one featured the written testing fea-
turing “thigs you’d probably see at the 
executive or administrative level.” Day 
two was a formal assessment center for 
practical skills, so he could see “where 
their strengths and weaknesses are.”

“This gave me a lot of  information,” 
the chief  said. “That was awesome 
because now I know the direction of  
the department and who’s going to help 
us get there.” 

Regarding Grniet, Daniels said 
“everyday since I started here, he’s been 
very helpful. … He’s been my sidekick 
and most valued team member.” Grniet 
has been on the force since 1999 and 
served as acting chief  during last year’s 
search for Daniels, who replaced retir-
ing Tony Saad. Regarding Meade, he 
said Meade was “very surprised” to see 
Daniels come in to ride with him on an 
overnight shift; he’s served since 2002.

John Eul also praised them, noting 
the Auburn police commended their 
actions during a March 9 shooting. 

“That says a lot when your peers rec-
ognize your professionalism,” he said.

Daniels added he was “impressed 
how much they care about this commu-

nity.” He dubbed his first six months as 
chief  “a dream” because the collabora-
tion within the department “has been 
awesome.”

Later, the department and board hon-
ored dispatcher Stephanie Dvareckas 
with “the Stork Award” for her “com-
passionate support [that] rose above 
the daily challenges” during a 911 call 
Feb 25 from the husband of  a woman 
in labor. 

Sgt. Joseph Conlin, who recommend-
ed her to the chief, said the father to 
be called “frantic” and there was no 
time for EMS to get there, so Dvareckas 
“gave articulate directions to dad” on 
how to help. By the time the ambulance 
got there, baby Austin had been born. 
He noted it’s rare for a dispatcher to get 
a Stork Award.

Chair Dennis Lamarche briefly sum-
marized three legal cases. One, known 
as the “59 Quaboag Ave case” (Casey 
Fleming et al vs the Zoning Board), 
was heard in December and “all three 
judges ruled in favor of  the town,” and 
“affirmed the town was not arbitrary” 
in issuing a cease and desist order to 
stop breeding bearded dragons there, he 
said. One of  the appellants in that case 
was selectman Robert King, but the 
issue began before his election.

The other two are still ongoing, 
both in Land Court. One, the “Oxford 
Logistics Center case” (Michael Evans 
et al vs the Planning Board) is a resi-
dents’ appeal of  that board’s approval 
of  the project, which saw significant 
neighbor opposition during the lengthy 
public hearing process last year. The 
other is a developer’s appeal of  the 
Zoning Board’s rejection of  a proposed 
40B project at 722 Main St. Lamarche 
said he expects the court to hear them 
sometime this summer.

In other business, the board extended 
the application deadline for the town’s 
Hannah Harwood scholarship to May 
20. Usually, it’s awarded about now, but 
nobody has applied so far this year. 

Anyone getting money gets in in two 
chunks – one before college begins and 
the second after providing documen-
tation they’ve completed their first 
semester.

In her report, Town Manager Jen 
Callahan announced Oxford was 
approved for participation in the state’s 
Vacant Storefront Program, which gives 
small businesses a tax break for filling 
vacant storefronts downtown. She also 
noted the March 22 and 28 housing plan 
forums drew good turnout, with 344 
survey responses. One point they high-
lighted is that “49 percent of  Oxford 
population would qualify for affordable 
housing based on income,” she said, 
noting there will be future forums. 

Additionally, Callahan noted the 
town’s seeking small businesses to par-
ticipate in another forum at 9 a.m. June 
5 at Carbuncle 
Beachhouse on 
how to help eco-
nomic develop-
ment. For more 
general residents, 
she added the 
transfer station 
will host bulk 
days April 27 
(north half  of  
town) and May 4 
(south half). Kids 
are being invited 
to acting classes 
on Mondays from 
April 22-May 20 as 
part of  the Oxford 
C o m m u n i t y 
Theater Program; 
those do have a 
tuition cost.

Gus Steeves can 
be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.
com. 
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152 Main St., Spencer
508-885-3385 • CormierSpencer.com

Tues., Wed, Fri 10-5 •Thurs 10-6 • Sat 10-3 
Closed Sun & Mon

It’s Different In Here!
A Family Business Since 1949

ART 
GALLERY&

“Mother’s Day is one month away! 
Order now to make sure you’re ready

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

PAW 
of the WEEK 

Meet Gus! 3mo/19lb/Male/Husky mix!
Introducing the G pups! These playful, smart & friendly puppies are sure to 

steal your heart! They will bring laughter and joy to your home. The G pups are 
excited to see what New England has to offer! They can’t wait for long walks, 

playing fetch and finding a warm lap in the evening!
Apply for Gus at www.pawfectliferescue.org

GUS
**CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR 

ADOPTION**

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

Oxford selectmen promote two 
officers, honor dispatcher

Personal finance at the Gladys E. Kelly Library
For 

Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news



2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Mon, 

Tues, Thurs: 9 a.m.-8 
p.m., Wed: 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Fri: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat: 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING 
LIST!

	 Want to receive 
updates about our 
upcoming events? Sign 
up for email alerts by 
visiting our website or 
contacting our Program 
Coordinator Randa Cox 
at rcox@cwmars.org.

Spice Club Each month 
will feature a new spice, 
recipes, and cookbooks. 
Stop by the lobby to grab 
a sample of  that month’s 
spice, then take it home 
and cook!  March’s Spice 
is Garlic Powder

Are you spring clean-
ing your crafting mate-
rials? Bring in any yarn, 
fabric and other crafting 
materials. Then on May 
6th come in and find new 
supplies to take home. 

Adult Programming
YOGA – Saturday April 

13th, 20th, and 27th at 9:30 
AM 

Join Julie or Lauren 
at the Gladys E. Kelly 
Library for a vinyasa 
yoga class for all levels. 
In Sanskrit, Vinyasa 
yoga translates to the 
“uniting of  movement 
with breath”. A typical 

class involves centering 
the mind with the breath, 
aromatherapy, movement 
of  the body to release 
energetic blockages, and, 
finally, rest and relax-
ation. Classes are free. 
Funded by the Friends 
of  the Gladys E. Kelly 
Public Library.

ADULT BOOK 
DISCUSSION GROUP— 
April 22nd at 6:30 PM

	 This month’s 
book discussion will be in 
the Library’s Community 
Room. The Group will 
be discussing Horse by 
Geraldine Brooks. Stop 
by the library, or reach 
out by phone at 508-949-
3880, or by email to rcox@
cwmars.org for inquiries. 
*Save the Date Geraldine 
Brooks will be coming 
June 6th at 6:30 PM for a 
FREE author talk. 

ADULT BOARDGAME 
NIGHT--- April 29th at 
6:00 PM

Come in and play 
games with other board 
game enthusiasts. Learn 
a new one, or play one 
you know and help others 
learn!

COOKBOOK CLUB—
May 14th  at 6:00 PM 

	 Every month 
there will be a new 
cookbook and you will 
choose a delicious recipe 
to make! You can choose 
anything out of  the cook-
book to bring and share. 

Whether you like to cook 
or bake there will always 
be something for you! 
We will eat and discuss 
our favorite and our least 
favorite things of  the 
cooking adventure. You 
can pick up your copy 
from behind the circula-
tion desk.

FRIENDS CONCERT 
SERIES PRESENTS: 
BLACKSTONE VALLEY 
MUSIC AN EAGLES 
TRIBUTE ---- April 11th at 
6:30 PM

	 Returning once 
again after last year’s 
successful run of  Meet 
The Beatles, Blackstone 
Valley Music presents its 
second of  a now annual 
tribute concert series An 
Eagles Tribute, perform-
ing the band’s greatest 
hits and fan favorites as 
recorded on their icon-
ic albums. Comprised of  
teachers, staff  and former 
students from our neigh-
borhood music school 
located in the heart of  
downtown Uxbridge, this 
series has been inspired 
by the hard work and 
dedication of  former 
BVM Rock Band Camp 
students Vito Caccavelli 
and James Briand, 
who have since high 

school succeeded in pro-
ducing quality tribute 
concerts including The 
Beatles Abbey Road, 
Fleetwood Mac Rumors 
and two sold out concerts 
for Pink Floyd’s The Wall.

TASTING CLASS-
-- HERB BUTTER 
MAKING---- April 23rd at 
6:00 PM

	 This short tast-
ing class will show you 
how to spice up your 
butter! We will be mak-
ing different types of  
herb butter by using 
fresh herbs, spices and 
garlic.  Registration for 
this event opens Tuesday, 
April 9 at 9:00 AM.

Children’s and Young 
Adult Programming

Scavenger Hunt---- All 
Month Long 

	 What’s more 
exciting than a scavenger 
hunt? Come upstairs to 
the Children’s room to 
pick up a list of  things 
to find all around the 
library. Once you’ve 
completed the scavenger 
hunt, check in with the 
Children’s Librarian to 
redeem a prize.

MAKER MONDAYS – 

Mondays from 3:30-4:30 
PM

Feeling artistic? We 
will have a variety of  
craft materials available 
to put your creativity to 
the test! Every month we 
will rotate our craft mate-
rial, stop in to see what 
we’re making this month! 

LEGO CLUB--- First 
two Tuesdays of  the 
month at 3:30 PM

	 Come play with 
the library’s Legos. If  
you like, we can put your 
work on display!

No registration 
Required

	
BUILD TUESDAYS - 

from 3:30-4:30 PM
	 Join us for the 

last two Tuesday for 
a self-guided STEM-
based building chal-
lenge, appropriate for 
all ages. Younger kids 
should bring a parent. 
Instruction sheets will 
be provided. Contact 
Andrew at 508-949-3880, 
or atai@cwmars.org for 
more details.

STORYTIME--- April 
23rd, and 30th at 10:00 AM

Mornings will be filled 
with fun stories, songs, 
and activities perfect 

for ages 2-5. 
Siblings are 
welcome to 
join.

STUFFED 
A N I M A L 
STORYTIME 
---- April 24th 
at 10:00 AM

	 J o i n 
L i b r a r y 
D i r e c t o r 
S o n d r a 
M u r p h y 
for stories, 
songs, and 

fun with our plush pals! 
This story time is geared 
toward ages birth to 3, 
but siblings are welcome.

MUSIC TOGETHER---- 
Saturdays April 13th, and 
27th at 11:00 AM

	 Fun, fabulous, 
uplifting, magical early 
childhood music class! 
For ages 0 to 6 and their 
families. Funded by the 
Friends of  the Gladys E. 
Kelly Public Library.

SENSORY BIN 
EXPLORATION---- April 
22nd and 29th at 10:00 AM 

	 Join us for open 
sensory bin exploration. 
Bins will be filled up with 
sand, rice, dirt, dry pasta, 
and more! This program 
is geared towards ages 2 
to 5, but siblings are wel-
come.

NATIONAL LIBRARY 
DAY PARTY --- April 16th 
at 10:00 AM

	 Help us celebrate 
National Library Day by 
dressing up like a librar-
ian (cardigans and glass-
es encouraged). We will 
have a library-themed 
story time and book craft. 
Every child will leave 
with a book.

HORSE 101 ---- April 
20th at 12:00 PM 

	 Lindsay from 
Winterberry homestead 
will be here teaching 
us about horses. Safety 
working around horses, 
learn how horses think, 
along with nutrition and 
shelter needs. This pro-
gram is supplemental 
to our author talk with 
Geraldine Brooks coming 
June 6th at 6:00 PM.
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Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal

Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

First Congregational Church
Dudley Hill

135 Center Road, Dudley, MA
Turkey Supper

with all the fixin’s
Saturday, April 13, 2024

Seatings at 5 pm & 6:15 pm
Menu: Turkey, stuffing, mashed potato,
turnip, squash, gravy, cranberry sauce

bread & butter, golden gingerbread
Tea, coffee, water

Tickets: $18 – ages 13 and up
$10 – ages 6 – 12• Children 5 and under – free

Reservations are RECOMMENDED
Limited seating available (100 per seating)
Takeouts available for those dining in only.

Call 508-943-7320
Leave your name, telephone number, 

time of seating and 
number of seats you are reserving.
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Almanac
Open to Close

DUDLEY

Dudley Town Hall (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

Dudley Police Department (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Dudley Fire Department (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday.........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

Oxford Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of  Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs.......... 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday............................. 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday................................... 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Oxford Police Department (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

Oxford Fire Department (987-6012)
Monday-Friday................. 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

Webster Town Hall (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday...................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday............................... 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Webster Police Department
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 Webster Fire Department (949-3875)

Monday-Friday......................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday................................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Gladys E. Kelly Library

Booklovers 
Gourmet 
celebrates 

Independent 
Bookstores Day 

 

WEBSTER — Booklovers’ Gourmet is happy to announce 
our participation in the 11th Anniversary of  Independent 
Bookstore Day! 

Booklovers’ Gourmet will have a variety of  exclusive 
items for sale and as giveaways, from specialized tote bags, 
to banned books puzzles and water bottles. There will be 
special sweet treats and raffle prizes too. This year, we are 
excited to be one of  the chosen indie bookstores nationwide 
to participate in the Golden Ticket scavenger hunt offered 
through Libro.fm. The lucky winner of  the Golden Ticket, 
hidden somewhere on the store’s shelves, will win 12 Free 
Audiobooks!

“We are thrilled to be part of  celebrating and showcasing 
all that indie bookstores have to offer our communities and, 
after being in business for 29 years, it’s a perfect time to show 
our gratitude for the loyal support & local love we feel each 
and every day, too,” Deb Horan, owner of  the store, said.

 Independent Bookstore Day (Indie Bookstore Day) was 
established in 2013 to promote, celebrate, and highlight the 
value of  the Independent bookstore community. The day has 
been observed on the last Saturday of  April every year since 
2013. This year there are over 900 stores participating across 
the country.

Independent Bookstore Day is organized by the American 
Booksellers Association, a national not-for-profit trade orga-
nization, that works with booksellers and industry partners 
to ensure the success and profitability of  independently 
owned book retailers, and to assist in expanding the commu-
nity of  the book.



5 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Open Monday – Friday 

8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Email: SeniorCenter@

Webster-MA.gov
Like the Webster 

Senior Center Facebook 
page to view our pho-
tographs, news and 
announcements. Please 
stop by to pick up our 
monthly newsletter for 
a complete list of  activ-
ities, upcoming events 
and our monthly lunch 
menu. You may also join 
our email list to view our 
newsletter online. You do 
not have to be a resident 
of  Webster to participate 
in our activities and pro-
grams. ALL Seniors are 
welcome!

The Webster Senior 
Center will be closed on 
Monday, April 15th in 
observance of  Patriot’s 
Day.

Tri-Valley Lunches 
are served Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays at 11:30 am.  
Please call (508) 949-
3845 at least 48-hours in 
advance to reserve or 
cancel your meal. A $3.00 
donation is appreciated. 

All meals include milk, 
bread and fruit or des-
sert. This week’s menu: 
Tuesday 4/16 Chicken 
Pot Pie, mashed potatoes, 
corn niblets. Wednesday 
4/17 Salmon Primavera, 
rice pilaf, peas & onions. 
Thursday 4/18 Spaghetti 
& Meatballs, marinara 
sauce green beans. 4/19 
Garlic Herbed Chicken, 
cornbread stuffing, roast-
ed brussels sprouts.

Need Transportation? 
Contact SCM Elderbus 
at 1-800-321-0243 at least 2 
business days in advance 
to schedule transporta-
tion. Elderbus is avail-
able Mondays – Fridays 
8:30 am to 3:00 pm.

A SHINE (Serving the 
Health Insurance Needs 
of  Everyone) Counselor 
is available at the Webster 
Senior Center. Please call 
(508) 949-3845 to schedule 
an appointment.

Come on down to the 
Bomba Beauty Salon 
at the Webster Senior 
Center! Call 508-341-8724 
for an appointment. 
Bomba Beauty Salon is 
open for walk in appoint-
ments on Wednesdays 
from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm. 

Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays by appointment 
only from 10:00 am to 3:00 
pm. Call (508) 341-8724 to 
schedule an appointment. 

NEW! Genealogy 
Workshops by Seema 
Kenney will start in 
April! First workshop will 
be “Starting Your Family 
History Research” on 
Friday, April 12th at 9:30 
am. Please sign up at the 
Senior Center front desk 
or by calling (508) 949-
3845.

Don’t miss our April 
Ice Cream Social on 
Thursday, April 18th at 
12:00 pm. Sponsored by 
Webster Manor. Please 
sign up at the Senior 
Center front desk.

Koffee Klatch - get 
together and chat with us 
as we watch mini-series 
on Thursday mornings 
at 10:00 am. Coffee, tea, 
and refreshments will be 
served – come join us! 
Our March series will be 
the Netflix series, “The 
Keepers”, Who killed 
Sister Cathy, a docu-
series about the nearly 
five decades old unsolved 
murder of  nun Catherine 
Cesnik. We will be show-

ing this series every 
Thursday from March 
7th through April 18th.

The REC Farmer’s 
Market is now setting 
up in the Webster Senior 
Center on Thursdays 
from 1:00 – 2:30 pm. 

Join us for movie mati-
nees! We will be showing 
“Oppenheimer” in two 
90-minute segments. Part 
One on Monday, April 
22nd at 1:00 pm and Part 
Two on Monday, April 
29th at 1:00 pm. Popcorn 
and refreshments will be 
served. Please sign up at 
the Senior Center front 
desk.

Free Blood Pressure 
Screening at the Webster 
Senior Center on Friday, 
April 26th from 9:30 – 
11:30 am. Please sign in 
when you arrive.

Mondays and 
Wednesdays:  Exercise 
Classes with Forty 
Arroyo – Chair Dancing 
– the perfect workout for 
any fitness ability!  Cost: 
$3.00 per class. 

Mondays: Knitting/
Crochet Social 10:00 am 
– 12:00 pm

Bingo:  Every Tuesday, 
starts promptly at 1:00 

pm. Please plan to arrive 
by 12:30 pm to allow time 
to buy your bingo sheets. 
Bingo sheets are not sold 
after 12:45 pm. 

Do you like to play crib-
bage? Our weekly crib-
bage group meets every 
Thursday at 1:00 pm – feel 
free to join us!

Calling card players 
or interested persons 
to the Webster Senior 
Center – come join us for 
6-card or 13-card pitch! 
Six card pitch meets on 
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm. 
Thirteen-card pitch 
meets on Thursdays at 
1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets 
every Friday at 1:00 pm – 
beginners welcome!

Webster Senior 
Center Trips are back! 
Trip 1: Ricky Nelson 
Remembered, performed 
by Matthew & Gunnar 
Nelson at Lake Pearl, 
Wrentham, MA on 
Wednesday, May 22, 2024. 
Cost: $131.00 per person 
includes transportation, 
plated luncheon, meal 
tax & gratuity, and show 
ticket. Trip price does 
not include bus driver 
gratuity. Trip 2:  Jimmy 

Buffett Tribute & Maine 
Lobster Bake at Foster’s 
on Monday, July 15th.  
Cost: $137.00 per person 
includes show ticket, 
transportation, lun-
cheon, meal taxes & gra-
tuity.  Trip price does not 
include bus driver gratu-
ity. For more information 
call (508) 949-3845.

The Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Office House 
Numbering Program will 
create a custom wood-
en sign with your house 
number free of  charge. 
One sign per senior 
household. Please con-
tact the Webster Senior 
Center if  you are inter-
ested in having a house 
number sign made for 
you. (508) 949-3845.

Senior SAFE is a pro-
gram that supports fire 
and life safety education 
for seniors. The Webster 
Fire Dept. will do a home 
visit to ensure that you 
have the correct smoke 
and CO2 alarms and that 
they are working proper-
ly, at no cost to you! All 
you have to do is give 
them a call at (508) 949-
3875.
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Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Friday price 4/05/24 was $3.59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Home Health Care
Do you need help 

with your personal care?
Meals? Cleaning? Errands? 

Transportation to Dr. Appointments?
Let me help you...

25+ years experience, Confidential,
 Compassionate, Affordable
Pet care and dog walks too...

Please call Christine 774-232-4212
CNA/HHA/Overnights/Hospice Care

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

Webster Senior Center

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
This Saturday, April 
13, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., the Quinebaug 
Masonic Lodge locat-
ed at 339 Ashland Ave, 
Southbridge will be host-
ing an Open House. All 
lodges located through-
out Massachusetts will 

also be hosting this 
Open House. Quinebaug 
Masonic Lodge was char-
tered in 1859 and has been 
around for an astounding 
165 years. The Lodge is 
thriving due to the strong 
bond of  Freemasonry 
and family-oriented men 
in this community.

If  you like history and 
tradition, come down and 
visit the Lodge. During 
this Open House period 
you will be able to see 

the mysterious Lodge 
meeting room along 
with ancient symbols. 
Additionally, our walls of  
photos represent previ-
ous Lodge Past Masters, 
dating back more than 
100 years. We will give 
you a tour and explain 
what Freemasonry is 
to men and their fami-
lies in our communi-
ty. In its 165 years the 
Quinebaug Masonic 
Lodge of  Freemasons has 

continued to make good 
men better. One of  our 
famous founding fathers, 
Benjamin Franklin, once 
said “Is there greatness 
in you.” Ask this ques-
tion to yourself  and if  so, 
come to this open house 
and talk to our broth-
ers.  If  you would like 
more information about 
Freemasonry and to find 
a lodge nearest you, visit 
our Web site at www.
massfreemasonry.org.

Masonic Open House is back!

Courtesy

Quinebaug Masonic Lodge located at 339 Ashland Ave. in Southbridge invites you to come and see the history and mystic of 
Freemasonry. We are looking for a “Few Good Men”; is there greatness in you?

Bartlett High 
School Athletic 
Hall of Fame 

announces 2024 
inductees

WEBSTER — The 11th induction ceremony for the 
Bartlett High School Athletic Hall of  Fame will be held 
on Oct. 26 at the Richard A. Nowak Gymnasium, St. 
Joseph School, 50 Lincoln St., Webster, at 6 p.m.

The new class includes 11 individual athletes, one 
contributor, and a team: Paul Love, Class of  1928; 
David Oleszewski, Class of  1965; Charles Satti, Class of  
1967; James “Jamie” Hetherman, Class of  1979; Mark 
Begreen, Class of  1980; Joanne Starosta Grzembski, 
Class of  1988; Heather Mortell Gustafson, Class of  2007; 
Shawn Gatto, Class of  2015; Alexander Givins Perry, 
Class of  2015; Tyler Davern, Class of  2017; Anthony 
Grzembski, Class of  2017; John Bialy, Contributor; 1993 
Boys’ Track Team.

A detailed listing of  the sports played and accom-
plishments will follow at a later date. 

The Committee will be hosting a Golf  Tournament 
on Saturday, June 22 at the Harrisville Golf  course, 125 
Harrisville Rd., Woodstock, Conn. at 1 p.m. For infor-
mation regarding induction or the golf  tournament, 
please contact Athletic Director Anthony Paranto at 
(508) 943-8552, ext. 34028.
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Viewpoint
THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The Webster Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

Wachusett Reservoir was hot last week 
for numerous anglers, as this week’s pic-
tures show.  Trout fishing was not bad 
either, if  you could stand the cold wind 
that was blowing all week. 

Wallum Lake opens this Saturday, and 
should be a great day outdoors. The lake 
was stocked two times by Massachusetts, 
and the trout should provide some great 
fishing. The Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club 
will also open their trout pond to fishing 
for members only.

Eastman Party boats had some slow 
fishing last week with spotty fishing for 
haddock and pollock. There were plenty 
of  Cusks being caught.  Mass. saltwater 
fishing regulations have changed very  

little from last year, with scaup increas-
ing another inch. 

Tautog fishing in both Mass. & Rhode 
Island should start to improve in the next 
two weeks.  Although a three fish daily 
bag limit is still in effect, catching a few 
of  these hard fighting fish are all worth 
the effort.  Eating one of  these fish can 
provide a meal like no other ocean fish. 

Turkeys are starting to become more 
active in the last few days. Sightings by 
local hunters have increased also.  The 
Mass. turkey season opens on April 29.

Striper 
m i g r a -
tion is 
s l o w l y 
h e a d -
ing our 
way, and 
a n g l e r s 
are only 
d a y s 
a w a y 

from catching them. The one fish daily 
limit is the same as last year, with a slot 
limit still in effect.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep them Rods 
Bending.

Freshwater 
fishing 

heats up

Letters to the Editor

Jesus is alive
Two weeks ago, my wife and 

I went to Notre Dame Academy 
to watch a musical production 
of  “Godspell.” Just like “Jesus 
Christ Superstar,” “Godspell” is 
a 1970s production trying to pres-
ent the life of  Jesus Christ to the 
Hippie generation. Watching a 
bunch of  high school girls re-en-
act the life and teachings of  
Christ was special.

Except I was taken aback 
when “Godspell” ended with the 
Crucifixion of  Christ. Just like 
“Jesus Christ Superstar,” both 
of  these modern renditions of  
the life of  Jesus Christ end with 
his death. Nothing after the cru-
cifixion! How can that be? How 
can someone tell the story of  
Jesus without His victorious 
end of  resurrecting from the 
dead? That is like telling a story 
but leaving the most central part 
of  the story out. It doesn’t make 
much sense. 

Jesus was dead, and is now 
alive. Think about the conse-
quences of  this reality! He was betrayed, 
arrested, beaten, tortured, killed and 
buried, yet, somehow, He came back to 
life. This is not a mirage. It is not sim-
ply a dream. 

No! The resurrection of  Jesus Christ 
is fundamentally different! Jesus the 
man was killed and buried on Friday. 
His friends mourned in despair think-
ing all their dreams came to an end. He 
was dead in the tomb all day Saturday. 
Then on the third day, which we call the 
Day of  the Lord, Sunday, He came back 
to life. He rose from the dead and pre-
sented Himself  alive. And He revealed 
Himself  to numerous people – first to 
Mary Magdalene, to Peter and the ten 
disciples, to Cleopas and Luke on the 
road to Emmaus, to Thomas and the 
eleven disciples a week later, to his 
followers on the beach where he ate 
with them (something a ghost wouldn’t 
do), to 500 followers all at once, and to 
others. The Risen Lord Jesus showed 
Himself  alive for 40 days following His 
Resurrection.

It all sounds quite outrageous. And it 
is! Who has ever heard of  anyone else 
coming back to life and appearing to 
many people over a six week period. 
This is the reason why skeptics today 
try to dismiss this story as a fairy 
tale, a pie-in-the-sky dream of  wishful 
thinking about someone rising from the 
dead. It just seems impossible. Because 
it is, humanly speaking.

Even two thousand years ago, such 
skepticism was just as adamant. As 
NT Wright, the famous New Testament 
scholar, notes, “Early Christianity was 
born into a world where everybody 
knew that the central claim of  its faith 
was ridiculous, and the early Christians 
knew it themselves… This claim seemed 
absolutely crazy. Ordinary, sober people 
knew perfectly well that dead people 
don’t rise back to life.”

No other major world religion claims 
that their central figure came back to 
life after death and is still alive today! 
Muslims would never claim that 
Mohammed is still alive. Buddhists 
know that the Buddha died and didn’t 
physically come back to life. Jews never 
claim that Abraham or Moses or David 
is still alive. Hindus claim that souls 
can be reincarnated but they don’t 
believe that a person who is dead comes 
back to life as the same person. The 
Christian claim to Jesus Risen from the 
dead is unique and revolutionary!

The idea is so absurd, in fact, that 
even some liberal Christians and 
churches have tried to soften this scan-
dalous idea by turning the reality of  the 
Resurrection into some spiritual met-
aphor, some psychological rebirth of  
hope or a “spiritual but not religious” 
beginning of  a new life. Of  course, the 
New Testament offers a witness to the 
radical new life that Jesus Christ offers 
all His followers – we do become a new 
creation in Christ through our Baptism 
and life in Him - but that is something 
that comes as a result of  the trans-
forming power we receive from the 
Risen Lord Jesus Himself. The spiritual 
metaphor doesn’t replace what truly 

happened. The dead, cruci-
fied man, Jesus, rose from 
the tomb and came back to 
life! He conquered death! He 
opened the gates of  eternal 
life, paradise, and humanity 
no longer needs to fear death 
if  they live with the Risen 
Christ!

 
If  we embrace this reality as 
true, if  we believe that Jesus 
overcame and conquered 
death and all the injustice 
and suffering He endured by 
rising from the dead, then it 
changes our entire perspec-
tive on life. If  we truly accept 
the fact that Jesus is alive and 
victorious, we can then com-
mit our lives to follow this 
Risen Lord, and our life will 
never be the same. Death is 
not the end of  our story! All 
the darkness and evil we see 
in our world – the violence 
and wickedness, any suffer-
ing and tragedy, the greed and 

egocentric desires, the lust and impu-
rity, the utter confusion and deception 
we see all around us – is not the end of  
the story!

Always remember how God became a 
man who lived on this same earth and 
experienced the greatest evil and dark-
ness of  this world. He was betrayed by 
his own friend. He was abandoned by 
his closest followers. He was rejected by 
His own people. He was unjustly arrest-
ed, beaten, tortured and killed. We have 
a God who understands the evil and 
darkness of  this world! He voluntarily 
experienced and endured it all for a 
purpose. To expose its temporary char-
acter. Evil and darkness, even suffering 
and death did not have the final say in 
the life of  Christ, and will not have the 
final say in our story of  life if  we walk 
with the Risen Christ!

The Risen Lord Jesus is the Victor 
over evil, darkness, and death! And this 
is where we come into the story. If  we 
choose to not only believe in the Risen 
Christ in an intellectual manner, but if  
we choose to commune with Him every 
day, to walk with Him and to walk as 
He walked, to allow His Spirit to dwell 
richly in us, and if  we choose to form 
our entire world view around “Jesus 
Risen From the Dead,” then our life will 
change!

When we walk with the Risen 
Jesus and live in the light of  Christ’s 
Resurrection, we walk in the spirit of  
the Beatitudes. We imitate the life of  
Jesus as a servant of  others. We sac-
rifice for others out of  our love for 
them. And ultimately, we fear nothing! 
Death is but a doorway into an eternal 
embrace in God’s love. Suffering is but 
a temporary experience which is trans-
formed when I accept the unconditional 
nature of  God’s love. Tragic events and 
affairs may seem to be overwhelming 
from a limited perspective, yet from the 
view of  our Risen Lord Jesus, we find 
courage and discover hope because we 
know He is victorious over all, and we 
will be victorious with Him.

When we walk with the Living Christ, 
our lives radiate with an eternal joy, 
hope, peace, gratitude and wonder!

Let me conclude with the words of  
Archbishop Anastasios of  Albania, 
who noted, “With Christ’s Resurrection 
everything was made new again; every-
thing was restored! From that point on, 
the question posed for every human 
being has been whether or not to partic-
ipate in this restoration.”

Christ is Risen and good prevails over 
evil. Christ is Risen and hope prevails 
over despair! Christ is Risen and light 
prevails over darkness. Christ is Risen 
and joy prevails over sadness. Christ is 
Risen and life prevails over death!

This is why, if  we choose to partici-
pate in this resurrection, we enter into 
a new beginning and a victorious life! 
Remember, never let anything in life 
ever allow you to forget the joy and new 
life we have in the Resurrection!”

To the Editor:
Many analysts project a bleak economic future for the 

United States due to the growing national debt currently at 
$34.6 trillion. The current spending rate will increase this 
debt to $54 trillion in 10 years. The current interest paid 
on this debt is $475 billion per year. This indebtedness will 
eventually create hyperinflation and an economic collapse 
like what occurred in Germany in 1923. 

The current ruling class makes no attempt to reduce 
spending or to lower this debt.  A Civil Society is dependent 
upon the ruling generation to preserve and protect our 
culture and successful economic policies for future genera-
tions. We are ignoring our responsibility to make sacrifices 
to reduce this debt. Can we love our children and grandchil-

dren but simultaneously betray them and jeopardize their 
future?

Appropriations are constantly created in the form of  
assistance programs, grants, pay raises and welfare pro-
grams. Massachusetts taxpayers are now required to pay 
$75 million every month to provide everything needed to 
thousands of  non-citizens. The current government  is con-
cerned with finding more funding to expand this migrant 
program.  Much higher taxes are coming and the debt to be 
paid by our children will continue to explode. We know what 
is happening, we just don’t care.

Eric Spahl
Dudley 

The allure of 
outer space 
and eclipses

Humanity’s fascination with outer 
space and celestial events like eclips-
es stretches back to the dawn of  our 
existence. From ancient civilizations to 
modern-day space agencies, the allure 
of  the cosmos has captured our imag-
inations and sparked a colossal sense 
of  wonder and curiosity. But what is it 
about outer space and eclipses that con-
tinues to captivate us?

One of  the most undeniable reasons 
is the utter scale and mystery of  the uni-
verse. Outer space represents the ulti-
mate frontier, a vast expanse of  unchart-
ed territory waiting to be explored. The 
unfathomable distances between stars 
and galaxies, the enigmatic nature of  
black holes, and the possibility of  extra-
terrestrial life all contribute to a sense 
of  awe and intrigue. The exploration of  
outer space offers us the chance to push 
the boundaries of  our knowledge and 
understanding, to uncover the secrets 
of  the cosmos, and to answer some 
of  humanity’s most weighty questions 
about our place in the universe.

Eclipses, in particular, hold a spe-
cial place because they offer a tangible 
connection to the cosmos. These rare 
celestial events, where the sun, moon, 
and Earth align in perfect harmony, 
produce breathtaking displays of  light 
and shadow that captivate millions of  
people around the world. Whether it’s 
a solar eclipse, where the moon passes 
between the sun and Earth, casting a 
temporary shadow on our planet, or a 
lunar eclipse, where Earth’s shadow 
falls across the surface of  the moon, 
eclipses remind us of  the beauty and 
grandeur of  the universe.

Moreover, eclipses have played a sig-
nificant role in shaping human histo-
ry and culture. Ancient civilizations 
viewed eclipses as omens or portents, 
often interpreting them as signs from 
the gods. Today, eclipses continue to 
inspire awe and wonder, bringing people 
together to witness these rare cosmic 
events firsthand. Whether it’s through 
scientific expeditions to observe and 
study eclipses or community gather-
ings to marvel at their beauty, eclipses 
have a way of  uniting us in our shared 
sense of  wonder and appreciation for 
the cosmos.

In addition to their aesthetic appeal, 
outer space and eclipses also hold 
immense scientific value. Studying the 
cosmos allows us to better understand 
the fundamental laws of  nature, from 
the forces that govern the motion of  
celestial bodies to the origins of  the 
universe itself. Eclipses provide scien-
tists with unique opportunities to con-
duct experiments and observations that 
would be impossible under normal cir-
cumstances, offering valuable insights 
into everything from solar physics to 
the dynamics of  Earth’s atmosphere.

Furthermore, our fascination with 
outer space and eclipses speaks to 
something deeper within us – a primal 
instinct to explore, to seek out new 
frontiers, and to push the boundaries of  
what is possible. 
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Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

By Fr. Luke 
A. Veronis

Saints 
Constantine 

and Helen 
Greek 

Orthodox 
Church, 
Webster

Beyond 
the 

Pews

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors

Courtesy

Pet is shown here with some nice large lake 
trout taken from Wachusett Reservoir last 
week.

A possible catch & release record lake trout 
caught at Wachusett Reservoir last week. 

The unsustainable path



Spring is here and it 
seems the perfect season 
to start a home project 
and/or prep for plan-
ning that backyard gar-
den,   From painting to 
gardening tips (and a few 
home remedies), read on 
for some “semi random” 
tips that seem especially 
appropriate to share this 
time of  year!

 
**

Spring is spruce-up 
season, and if  for you, 
that in includes painting, 
try these painting point-
ers from the pros:

Flat Out Frugal Paint: 
The higher the gloss of  
the finish, the easier the 
paint is to clean. However 
high gloss shows imper-
fections, that’s why flat 
is used. How do you get 
a flat finish with “wash-
ability?” Just mix a pint 
of  gloss finish paint into 
each gallon of  flat finish. 

**
Timing the Job: Choose 

warm dry mornings to 
paint. Cold weather 
retards drying of  paint 
and the dampness will 
spoil the gloss. And avoid 

using paint directly from 
the can as this may cause 
contamination and pre-
maturely age the paint. 
Pour the amount you 
expect to use in 30 min-
utes into a separate con-
tainer.

**
Backyard gardeners 

are prepping for planting 
this month.  Read on for 
some helpful hacks:

Beautiful Blooms: 
Planning a spring flower 
garden? For an interest-
ing mix, plan to merge 
short plants with tall 
specimens for variety and 
depth, and differing tex-
tures. And don’t underes-
timate the power of  fra-
grance. Plan a pathway 
of  flowers with strong 
floral scents to welcome 
visitors up to your door!

**
See the Light: Starting 

indoor seedlings and 
don’t have greenhouse 
light? No worries! It is 
possible to achieve satis-
factory results by utiliz-
ing your ordinary LED 
white shop lights. Gary 
Pilarchik of  therusted-
garden.com recommends 
5,000 lumens or higher. 
Hang the lights about two 
feet above the seedlings. 

**
An old fashioned lore 

worth repeating: Long 
ago farmers used to use 
the cricket‘s chirp to esti-
mate the temperature, 
and you can too! Just 
count how many chirps 
you hear in 15 seconds, 
then add 40.   This will 
give the approximate 
temperature in degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

* * 
H2O2 for Plants: 
Hydrogen peroxide. It 
does much more than 
sooth a sore throat or 
clean a cut! Even your 
plants can benefit from 
H2O2. Just water or mist 
plants with an ounce of  
hydrogen peroxide in one 
quart water. 

**

Produce Wash for 
Pennies: ‘Tis the season 
of  fresh produce - and 
pesticides. If  you’re buy-
ing a commercial pro-
duce wash, your hard 
earned cash may be liter-
ally going down the drain!  
Instead, in a spray bottle, 
mix two tablespoons of  
baking soda with one cup 
of  water. If  you want add 
a tablespoon of  lemon 
juice. Spray veggies, let 
sit for a few minutes and 
rinse! 

**
Garden Therapy:  

Here’s a stat worth 
repeating: If  you’re 
planning a garden, you 
may be reaping more 
than healthy plants! The 
Horticultural Therapy 
Association claims sim-
ply looking at trees and 
vegetation reduces stress, 
lowers blood pressure 
and relieves muscle ten-
sion. Gardening can pro-
duce endorphin highs 
similar to those experi-
enced when jogging or 
cycling! 

**
Skip the medicine cabi-

net and open the kitchen 
cabinet to try these pan-
try cures: 

 
It’s well know that if  
you’re drinking tea, 
you are boosting your 
immune system. But did 
you know studies show 
tea reduces the risk of  
some cancers? Actual tea, 
as opposed to herbal tea, 
is rich in powerful anti-
oxidants. The National 
Foundation for Cancer 
Research reports green 
tea is 100 times more 
potent than vitamin C 
and 25 times more potent 
than vitamin E at protect-
ing cells from cancer. 

**

Have a headache? Mix 
two tablespoons of  apple 
cider vinegar with two 
teaspoons of  honey in 
a glass of  water, drink 
it slowly, and get results 
within a half-hour.  Or 
eat ten to twelve almonds. 
Experts say the almonds 
are equal to taking two 
aspirins but won’t irri-
tate your stomach.

 
**
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a tip that 
has worked for you?    Do 
you have a question 
regarding household or 
garden matters?    If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?   Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.
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Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

I want to give a shout out to Webster 
Fire and Rescue! First, thank you for all 
you do to keep us safe. 

Second, I want you to know how 
much joy you have brought to our 
parishioners on Easter. Normally, 
we at the Episcopal Church of  the 
Reconciliation buy our Easter plants 
from a wholesaler an hour away from 
here. Seeing the lovely offerings you 
had last year for your fundraiser, we 
decided to shop locally and you did 
not disappoint. Know that your lilies 
lined the aisle of  our lovely 154 year old 
church, your tulips graced the stained 
glass windows, and a combination of  
hydrangeas, tulips, and lilies joined 
other spring cut flowers to enhance 
the front of  our altar. The colors were 
vivid, the quality excellent — my col-
leagues on the Washington National 
Cathedral Flower Guild would refer to 

them as “luscious”.  

Special thanks to Lt. Blair for his 
help. But the most thanks should go 
to those who stood in the bad weather 
for a couple of  days selling—with good 
humor and offers of  help to carry. I 
took the opportunity to stop by a couple 
more times to buy my own home embel-
lishments-I could not pass on those 
incredible blue/purple and bright pink 
hydrangeas.  Websterites, if  you missed 
the sale this year, mark your calendar 
for next Easter. Other churches, check 
them out. I, for one, will be there again! 

Thank you, Webster Fire and Rescue!

Sincerely,
Elaine F. Davies

Altar Guild
Episcopal Church of the 

Reconciliation
Webster

To the Editor:
I would like to refer the reader to 

the Web site address “federal  regis-
ter.gov” and then bring up executive 
orders.   There, you can find President 
Trump’s E O 13768 on Jan. 25, 2017 
(Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior 
of  the United States), which basical-
ly protected our country from illegal 
immigration.   Then scroll forward to 
President Biden’s EO 13993 on Jan. 20, 
2021 (Revision of  Civil Immigration 
Enforcement and Priorities), which 
completely reversed Trump’s executive 
order.  

With Biden’s signature, our southern 
border flew open for millions of  unvet-
ted migrants and enough drugs to kill 
thousands of  Americans.  We all should 
be extremely concerned about the hun-
dreds of  thousands of  “got-a-ways.”  

These are migrants who do not report 
to the border patrol and start receiving 
all the free stuff  (food, lodging, medical, 
debit cards, etc.) at taxpayers’ expense 
but rather secretly cross the border and 
go dark.  They are a danger to our coun-
try and they just walk in.   Democrats, 
including Gov. Healey, want congress to 
“fix” this chaos with more money (our 
money!) to care for her “new arrivals.”  

They (Pelosi— Schumer, for exam-
ple) say we need more workers in our 
country.  Why not raise the quotas/caps 
for friendly countries on existing immi-
gration laws.  We do not need terrorists 
from Iran, China, Iraq, and others just 
walking in. Biden did not have to make 
this crisis.  He chose to!          

Remember in November.
Carl W. Wilson

Oxford

To the Editor:
In Massachusetts, do we have tax-

ation without representation? I don’t 
remember voting for $2 billion (that 
we know of) support for illegals. What 
are they doing here? I didn’t vote for 
them, and why is taxpayer money being 
used to support them? My ancestors 
didn’t have support when they immi-
grated legally. Just think of  what the 
towns could do with that money. Our 
taxes, water, schools, permits going up 
— I don’t hear any protests from our 
alleged reps. Wonder why? Seems to me 
after two terms, they don’t represent 
us, just the party (doesn’t matter what 
party), and later on pension, or no show 
job in state government, state colleges. 
Voters passed term limits 30 years ago, 
why hasn’t the state constitution been 
changed? We all know why.

New Hampshire pays their reps $300 
for two year terms, two or three ses-
sions, and go home. What is so special 

about MA reps to be in Boston 365 days 
a year? MA is loaded with tax money, 
but what do they do with it? 

My friends complain, complain, but 
what do we do, nothing. If  voters don’t 
vote these alleged reps out of  office, or 
protest, write, email, X (Twitter), noth-
ing will change. I keep hearing democ-
racy, democracy, but do these reps know 
what it means? Democracy is govern-
ment by the people, not by the party.

I see for once, the state auditor wants 
to audit the state house, do you think it 
might be time, hasn’t been done since 
1922? Why is the state auditor having a 
problem doing this? MA Pike bond has 
been paid off  since 1989, why is there 
still a toll? It will go on, and on, unless 
we speak up, vote. Don’t matter what 
party, if  in love with one; at least make 
a change. Two terms, that’s it. 

Jim Allison
Webster

Stuff  I wonder about

Biden chose the path to a border crisis

Thank you, Webster Fire and Rescue!

Climbing Mt. Everest 
is a challenge that cap-
tures the imagination of  
adventurers worldwide. 
It is a daunting feat that 
pushes ones physical and 
mental endurance, resil-
iency, and technical skills 
to the limit. Standing at 
a staggering 29,032 feet 
above sea level, Everest’s 
summit is the highest 
point on earth. To put 
that height in perspec-
tive, commercial air-
planes fly around 31,000 
feet.

Climbers daring 
enough to attempt this 
challenge will often spend 
years physically training, 
planning, and preparing. 
When they finally arrive 
at base camp, a successful 
expedition can still take 
anywhere between six 
and 10 weeks — the aver-
age being two months. 
Often, extreme weath-
er conditions can make 

summiting impos-
sible. Climbers 
must contend 
with unpredict-
ably high winds, 
blizzards, and 
sub-zero tempera-
tures, even during 
the “climbing 
season”. Sudden 
changes can turn 
a promising bid 
into a perilous situa-
tion, forcing climbers to 
retreat or seek emergen-
cy shelter.

The mountain is noto-
rious for its steep ice 
slopes, deep crevass-
es, and rocky ridges. It 
requires the use of  ropes, 
shaky ladders, sherpas, 
and fixed lines to ascend 
safely. The Khumbu 
Icefall, a particularly 
hazardous section near 
Everest’s base camp, is 
well known for its unsta-
ble ice towers and seem-
ingly bottomless crevass-

es. 
As climbers ascend, 

the air becomes progres-
sively thinner, leading to 
reduced oxygen levels. 
This can cause altitude 
sickness, characterized 
by headaches, nausea, 
and fatigue. Taking just 
a few steps in these con-
ditions can be utterly 
exhausting. But for those 
individuals fortunate 
enough to reach the top, 
it is worth the effort to 
achieve a lifelong goal.   

Since 1953 approxi-
mately 6,664 different 
people have successfully 

summited Mt. Everest. 
Sadly, the mountain 
has also claimed many 
lives (approximately 
305). What might be 
surprising to learn is 
that 80 percent of  those 
deaths occurred on the 
way down --- after they 
successfully reached 
the summit.

When it comes to 
financial planning, it 
may seem your “climb” is 
done once you’ve reached 
retirement. But in reality, 
a new set of  challenges 
and decisions will pres-
ent themselves. How long 
will your portfolio last? 
Are you withdrawing too 
much or too little? Do you 
have a spending plan? 
How should you adjust 
your asset allocation? Is 
your portfolio protected? 
When should you take 
Social Security? What 
about taxes and inflation? 

Successfully reaching 

retirement is a fantastic 
accomplishment. But 
there is still plenty of  
work to be done. A knowl-
edgeable financial plan-
ner can help guide you 
through the vast array of  
retirement pitfalls.

About The Capstone 
Planning Group

The Capstone Planning 
Group is an experienced 
wealth management 
team conveniently locat-
ed at Cornerstone Bank. 
The team offers compre-
hensive financial plan-
ning, asset management, 
and insurance. To learn 
more about the team 
and schedule a courtesy 
consultation please visit 
www.thecapstone.group

Securities and adviso-
ry services are offered 
through LPL Financial 
(LPL), a registered 
investment advisor and 

broker-dealer (mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC). 
Insurance products are 
offered through LPL or 
its licensed affiliates. 
Cornerstone Bank and 
The Capstone Planning 
Group are not regis-
tered as a broker-dealer 
or investment advisor. 
Registered represen-
tatives of  LPL offer 
products and services 
using The Capstone 
Planning Group and may 
also be employees of  
Cornerstone Bank. These 
products and services are 
being offered through 
LPL or its affiliates, 
which are separate enti-
ties from, and not affil-
iates of, The Capstone 
Planning Group. 
Securities and insurance 
offered through LPL or 
its affiliates are:

Not insured by FDIC or 
Any Other Government 
Agency | Not Bank

Mount Everest (and your retirement)
BY CHRISTOPHER MALLON
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, 

PROGRAM MANAGER
LPL REGISTERED PRINCIPAL, THE 

CAPSTONE PLANNING GROUP

Financial Focus

An Array of Random Tips & Tricks 

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Dudley Grows 
Together Plant Hop 

scheduled
 

DUDLEY — The Dudley Agricultural Advisory Commission will host 
the third annual “Dudley Grows Together” Plant Hop on Saturday, May 18, 
from 9 a.m. - noon.  This is a rain or shine event.

 
Confirmed participants at this time include Armstrong Acres (heir-
loom tomato seedlings, herbs, and perennials), Farmer Tim’s (herb, 
vegetable, and flower seedlings), Walnut Lane Farm (compost and meat/
eggs), The Leo Family Homestead (herbs), Pleasant View Farm (honey, 
hay), Partridge Hill Gardens (daylilies and perennials), The Dudley 
Conservation Land Trust, The Dudley Grange, and of  course the Dudley 
Agricultural Commission, who will have free seeds available thanks to the 
generosity of  Ocean State Job Lot and the CT Master Gardeners.  

 

Lanette Lepper, member of  the Commission, had this to say: “The Plant 
Hop is a great way for the community to support our local growers while 
filling their gardens with plants that are already acclimated to our area.  
Many of  these varieties simply are not available at big-box stores.   We 
encourage gardeners to save the date and visit each location, ask questions, 
learn about new plants, and meet fellow gardeners who are excited to get 
their hands in the dirt!  It’s always a fun day for everyone, but bring some 
cash because not all of  our growers accept cards.”

 

Maps will be available online at dudleyfarmers.com and on the Common 
the day of  the event.  You can also search for «Dudley Grows Together» on 
Facebook.  Many growers have a social media presence, so you are encour-
aged to ‘like and follow’ for more information on what they will be offering.
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Until April 30, we’re discounting our most popular products

Windows & Doors 
Triple Savings Event

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/30/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $400 off each window and $850 off each entry/patio door and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase 
four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 4/1/2024 and 4/30/2024. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the 
promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. 
Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon 
request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 22022 Andersen brand surveys of U.S. contractors, builders, 
architects & homeowners. 3See Renewal by Andersen® Products and Installation Transferable Limited Warranty for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 
Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

1

3

2

Save $400

Save $850

Save $850

1-800-209-2746

Call for your Free Window and Door Diagnosis

Our Link to Andersen®: 
Renewal by Andersen is the full-service 
replacement window division of Andersen, 
the #1 trusted window brand.2

Superior Material:  
Our composite Fibrex® window material 
is 2X stronger than vinyl, which is why  
our windows will last for years.3

Certified Master Installers:  
When it comes to installations, 
experience matters. Our crews have 
installed thousands of windows and  
must pass our tough certification 
program. And if they’re not respectful 
and clean, we won’t hire them. 

on windows1

on patio doors1

on entry doors1

NO Money Down  |  NO Monthly Payments  |  NO Interest    FOR 1 YEAR1

+

+

+



Dudley 
police log

DUDLEY — The Dudley Police 
Department reported the following 
arrests during the month of  March.

Ryan Nicholas Livernois, age 37, 
of  Webster was arrested on March 
1 in connection with an out of  agen-
cy warrant.

Karen Ann Siegmund, age 58, of  
Dudley was arrested on March 2 for 
Operating Under the Influence of  
Drugs, a Marked Lanes Violation, 
and Negligent Operation of  a 
Motor Vehicle.

John Charles Mazeski III, age 44, 
no known address, was arrested on 
March 3 in connection with an out 
of  agency warrant.

Brady S. Bolduc, age 21, of  
Brookfield was arrested on March 
3 for Operating Under the Influence 
of  Alcohol, Negligent Operation 
of  a Motor Vehicle, and a Marked 
Lanes Violation.

Stephanie Ann Merceri, age 36, 
of  Kissimmee, Fla. was arrested 
on March 7 for Felony Breaking 
& Entering into a Building at 
Nighttime, Disorderly Conduct, 
and Disturbing the Peace.

Arthur Tolman Christian,a ge 38, 
of  Dudley was arrested on March 
13 in connection with a warrant. 
Michael T. McIntire, age 37, of  
North Oxford was 
arrested during 
the same incident 
for Possession of  a 
Class B Drug.

Ronald E. 
Zarzecki, age 52, of  
Dudley was arrest-
ed on March 13 for 
Furnishing Law 
Enforcement with 
a False ID and in 
connection with 
multiple out of  
agency warrants.

Adam Wierbik, 
age 49, of  Dudley 
was arrested 
on March 24 for 
Operating Under 
the Influence of  
Alcohol, Negligent 
Operation of  a 
Motor Vehicle, and 
a Marked Lanes 
Violation.

S a m a n t h a 
Rock, age 32, of  
Plainfield was 
arrested on March 
25 for Unlicensed 
Operation of  a 
Motor Vehicle, 
a Motor Vehicle 
Lights Violation, 
and multiple 
counts of  drug pos-
session.

Deborah Ann 
Pecore, age 57, 
of  Charlton 
was arrested 
on March 28 for 
Operating Under 
the Influence of  
Alcohol, Negligent 
Operation of  a 
Motor Vehicle, and 
a Marked Lanes 
Violation.
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We Buy: 
Small & Large Collections of Artwork, 

Baseball, Basketball, Football, and 
Pokémon Cards, Comics, Coins, 

Collectibles, Gold, Silver, Jewelry, 
Military Items, Stamps, Trains, Toys, 

Vehicles, Primitive Furniture, Late 1800’s, 
High-End Mid-Century Designer Furniture

We are looking for clients wanting 
to sell their small & large collections of the 
following items to earn some quick cash.

Make some $$$$ from your years of 
collecting! Turn it into money you can use 

for Vacation, Bills, Hobby, etc.

www.CleanSlateEstate.com • (401) 640-9385

399

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBUAG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — On 
Monday night, April 1, 
the upper and lower park-
ing lots at Quinebaug 
Masonic Lodge were 
packed full of  Master 
Masons from the 24th 
Masonic District and 
from throughout the 
State of  Massachusetts.  
There were special guests 
from the Grand Masonic 
Lodge of  Boston. The sur-
prising and special guests 
from the Grand Masonic 
Lodge of  Boston were 2 
Past Grand Masters of  
Massachusetts Brother 
Albert T. Ames and 
Brother Richard Maggio 
along with 5 Past Junior 
Grand Wardens and 
other dignitaries.

 
Two local men, 

Brother Bob St. Cyr, of  
Charlton and Brother 
Larry Burbridge of  
Union, Conn., were the 
recipients of  the Robert 
Johnston Service Award. 
This award is the third 
highest service award 
given to Master Mason in 
Massachusetts. The ser-
vice award is granted and 
presented once a year by 
the Master of  the Lodge 
and is signed and present-
ed by the District Deputy 
Grand Master of  the 24th 
Masonic District. The 
service award is given to 

the unsung Brother of  
the lodge working behind 
the scenes who goes 
above and beyond the call 
of  duty of  what’s expect-
ed of  a Freemason.

 Let me tell you a little bit 
about these two “Worthy 
Men” who received this 
Distinguished Service 
Award. Brother Bob St. 

Cyr has been a Master 
Mason for 16 years. 
During his years as a 
Master Mason, he has 
been the 24th Masonic 
District communication 

officer, Chairman of  the 
Lodges MYChips commit-
tee, Grand Lodge Officer, 
Grand Lodge Education 
and Training Committee 
-Membership Chairman, 

President of  the Masonic 
Secretaries Association, 
works at many fund-rais-
ing events and for the 
past 10 years still is the 
Quinebuag Lodge secre-
tary just to name a few. 

Brother Larry 
Burbridge has been a 
Master Mason for 42 
years. This man has pret-
ty much done it all, vol-
unteered and helped at 
every event the Lodge has.  
Educating and new can-
didates as they become 
members. He helps with 
whatever the needs are 
for the Lodge, big or 
small. He is the Veterans 
Service Officer for the 
Grand Lodge, Veterans 
Affairs Officer for the 
Grand Lodge, and the 
Veterans Liaison Officer 
for the Grand Lodge 
and the 24th Masonic 
District. His commit-
ment to his Lodge and 
Freemasonry is exem-
plary. The members of  
the Quinebuag Masonic 
Lodge are very proud of  
these two Brethren who 
received the 3rd highest 
service awards present-
ed to Master Masons in 
Massachusetts. If  you 
would like more informa-
tion about Freemasonry, 
go to massfreemasonary.
org to read to and to find 
a lodge nearest you. 

Quinebaug Masonic Lodge presents service awards

Courtesy

Special guests from the Grand Masonic Lodge of Boston Past Grand Master Brother Albert T. Ames, recipient Bro. Bob St. 
Cyr, District Deputy Grand Master of the 24th Masonic District Bro. Jonathan Neitz, recipient Bro. Larry Burbridge and special 
guest from the Grand Masonic Lodge of Boston Past Grand Master Brother Richard Maggio.

Community yard sale spaces available
AUBURN — Spring cleaning?  Don’t throw that good “stuff” away. Recycle it by selling it to someone who needs it!  
Do you have an accumulation of  things that are too good to throw away but you no longer need?  Don’t have enough to hold your 

own yard sale?  Join us on the lawn of  the First Congregational Church, 128 Central St. in Auburn, on Saturday, June 8, 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m., for our annual Community Yard Sale/Plant Sale. Spaces are available for a $25 fee, a limited number of  tables may be rented 
for $5 each. Don’t delay, reserve your space now by calling the church office at 508-832-2845.

 We also will be having our Plant Sale.  There will be a large selection of  annuals and perennials.  Those who have been buying 
plants from us return year after year and see how each year we have more and more to offer.  This year should be no different.  

 We’ll do all the advertising, and we’ll post plenty of  signs the 
day of  the event at key locations in town.  Due to our central 
location and previous yard sales (29), we expect our usual large 
turnout.  This is a rain or shine event.  

 
Auburn Historical 
Society hosting talk 
on Wachusett Dam 

and Aqueduct
AUBURN — The April 18 meeting of  the Auburn Historical 

Society and Museum will feature Paul Marrone, who will present 
the pictorial history of  the Wachusett Dam and Aqueduct. 

The Wachusett Aqueduct was built to carry the newly collected 
waters of  the Nashua River overland to the Sudbury Reservoir 
in Southborough. The aqueduct is largely invisible today and 
has since been replaced by the Cosgrove Intake. Mr. Marrone has 
compiled this history from the archives at Digital Commonwealth 
and will be taking a closer look at each of  the four sections.

This event will take place at the Auburn Sportsman’s Club, 50 
Elm St., on Thursday, April 18 at 6:30 p.m. The meeting is free and 
open to the public with plenty of  parking.

www.StonebridgePress.com



NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 2C John William Drive 
#2C, Pond View II Condominium, 
Auburn, MA 01501
	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Nancy Nichols 
to RBS Citizens, N.A., and now held 
by Citizens Bank, N.A. f/k/a RBS 
Citizens, N.A., said mortgage dated 
May 23, 2013 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 50961, 
Page 326, for breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will be sold at 
Public Auction on May 21, 2024 at 
11:00 AM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, directly in front of the building 
in which the unit is located, all and 
singular the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 
 The unit (“Unit”) known as Unit 
2-C John William Drive, Auburn, 
Massachusetts in the POND VIEW 
II CONDOMINIUM, a condominium 
“Condominium” established pursu-
ant to Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 183A, by Master Deed dated 
September 17,1985, and recorded with 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds 
at Book 8937, Page 84 (the “Master 
Deed”) which Unit is shown on the floor 
plans (“Plans”) recorded in Plan Book 
541, Plan 34 with the Master Deed.  
The Unit is conveyed together with:  
1. An undivided interest of .04762% 
of the common areas and facili-
ties (“Common Elements”) of the 
Condominium described in the 
Master Deed, attributable to the Unit.  
2. An exclusive right and easement to 
use any shed, steps, bulkhead or chim-
ney extending from the exterior the 
Unit as provided in the Master Deed.  
3. An exclusive right to 
use two parking spaces. 
 4. The exclusive right and easement to 
use the deck or patio adjacent to such 
Unit, if any, and to which there is direct 
access from the interior of such Unit.  
5. The exclusive right and ease-

ment to use the attic space, if any, 
above and accessible from such unit.  
6. An easement for the continuances 
of all encroachments by the Unit of any 
adjoining Units or Common Elements 
existing as a result of construction of 
the Condominium, or which may come 
into existence hereafter as result of 
settling or shifting of the buildings or 
of the Unit after damage or destruc-
tion by fire or other casualty, or after 
a taking in condemnation or eminent 
domain proceedings, or by reason of 
an alteration or repair to the Common 
Elements made by or with the con-
sent of the Trustees of Pond View 
Condominium Trust (the “Trustees’)  
7. The easement in common with the 
owners of other Units to use any 
pipes, wires, ducts flues, cables, con-
duits, public utility lines, and other 
common elements located in any 
of the other Units or elsewhere in 
the condominium serving the Unit.  
8. Rights and easements in com-
mon with other Unit Owners as 
described in the Master Deed. 
Same premises as Book 20656 Page 359 
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated October 28, 1998 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
20656, Page 359.
Said Unit will be conveyed together 
with an undivided percentage inter-
est in the Common Elements of said 
Condominium appurtenant to said 
Unit and together with all rights, 
easements, covenants and agree-
ments as contained and referred to 
in the Declaration of Condominium, 
as amended. 
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 

Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Citizens Bank, N.A. f/k/a 
RBS Citizens, N.A.
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
April 5, 2024
April 12, 2024
April 19, 2024

Warrant Article #22 (General) of the 
Annual Town Meeting held on May 
22, 2023, has received approv-
al from the Attorney General’s 
Office on September 5, 2023.  The 
Massachusetts Environmental Police 
have granted approval of Warrant 
Article 22 on March 29, 2024. The 
entire text of this by-law is posted in 
the following five places in accordance 
with G.L c. 40 § 32: Dudley Municipal 
Complex, Pearle Crawford Memorial 
Library, Mason Road School, Dudley 
District Court House and Shepherd Hill 
High School.
Attest: Lori A. Smith, Dudley Town 
Clerk
April 12, 2024
April 19, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P0831EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Estate of:
Robert B. Gillies

Date of Death:  04/01/2016
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited For-
mal Testacy and/or Appointment    
has been filed by Sharron L Gillies of 
Oxford MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/23/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 25, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 12, 2024

LEGALS
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Obituaries

Roland W. Mallas, 
Jr., 82

PADUCAH, KY – 
Roland W. Mallas, 
Jr., 82, formerly of  
Webster, MA died 
Monday, April 1, 2024 
at Southgate Nursing 
Rehab in Metropolis, 
IL.

He leaves 4 children: Dawn Willette 
and her husband Todd, James Mallas, 
Tim Mallas, Sr. and his wife Kimberly, 
and Christina Mallas; 9 grandchil-
dren, Desaray Mallas, Timothy Mallas, 
Jr., Ashley Mallas, Zachariah Mallas, 
Julia Mallas, Lilianna Mallas, Elijah 
Strickland, Caleb Mallas, and Amelia 
Mallas; a great-grandson, Jacob 
Smith; a great-granddaughter Roselyn 
Williams; 2 sisters, Claire Plasse and 
Patricia Mallas; nephews and nieces.

He was born in Chicago and raised 
in Webster, MA, a son of  Roland W. 
Mallas, Sr. and Audrey (Dow) Mallas. He 

moved to Kentucky in 
the 1990’s.

He was a United 
States Marine Corps 
veteran of  the 
Vietnam War.

Mr. Mallas was a 
retired truck driver 
for Roadmax.

A funeral service 
was held Wednesday, April 3, in the 
Lindsay Funeral Home, Paducah.

A second service was  held at 11:00 
AM Monday, April 8, in Scanlon 
Funeral Service, 38 East Main Street, 
Webster, MA. Burial will be in Mount 
Zion Cemetery, Webster, with military 
honors provided by the Webster-Dudley 
Veterans Council. A time of  visitation 
will be held from 9:30 until 11:00 AM 
Monday morning in the funeral home, 
prior to the service.

  www.websterfunerals.com  

Roland W. Mallas, Jr., 82

Virginia Mae 
(Mason) Fowler, 
86, passed away on 
March 29, 2024, at 
Brookside Healthcare 
Center in Webster. 
Born on April 22, 
1937, in Worcester, 
Virginia’s life was 
marked by her 

unwavering dedication to helping 
others and her vibrant personali-
ty.  She was predeceased by her lov-
ing husband, Robert R. Fowler in 1994. 
Virginia was employed as an assembler 
for Keeney Manufacturing Company 
in CT for many years. Throughout her 
life, Virginia found joy in the simple 
pleasures.  An avid reader with a love 
for traveling, she explored every state, 
with Hawaii holding a special place in 
her heart. Her adventures took her to 
numerous countries, and she particu-
larly cherished the experience of  cruis-
ing the open seas. Virginia’s “lunch 
dates” with her daughter and friends 
were treasured moments filled with 
laughter and camaraderie. She delight-
ed in socializing and nurturing rela-
tionships through these gatherings. She 
found great joy and excitement watch-
ing seagulls and butterflies in their own 

environment. Virginia’s generous spir-
it extended beyond leisure activities. 
She actively supported the Girl Scouts, 
eventually becoming a member herself. 
In her final moments, Virginia was 
surrounded by her loving family. She 
was preceded in death by her husband, 
Robert, and parents Hazel (Ewings) and 
John Mason but leaves behind a legacy 
of  love and kindness. Virginia is sur-
vived by her daughter Kathy Fowler and 
significant other, Dan Kirby, of  Webster; 
son John Fowler and his wife, Mary 
Anne, of  NY; grandchildren Jeremy 
Ducharme of  Quebec, Melanie Barton 
and her husband, Christopher, of  VT, 
Pascal Tremblay and his wife, Marie-
Pierre  of  Quebec, and Christopher 
Fowler of  CT; great-grandchildren 
Mason, Matthieu, and Felix; as well 
as several dear friends whose lives she 
touched with warmth and compassion. 
Family and friends celebrated Virginia’s 
life at Callahan, Fay & Caswell Life 
Celebration Home, 61 Myrtle St. in 
Worcester.  Burial will be in Hope 
Cemetery at the discretion of  the family. 
In lieu of  flowers, please consider a 
donation in Virginia’s name to the 
Danny Thomas St. Jude’s Children 
Hospital Fund at www.stjude.org.

Virginia Mae Fowler, 86

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 
to obits@stonebridgepress.news

I waited tables for quite a 
while in my early acting days. 
It’s a common choice for actors 
because you can work at night. 
That leaves your days free for 
auditions and acting gigs.

Even after I landed a lead 
role in Showtime’s  “A Separate 
Peace,” a film produced by Oscar win-
ners Dustin Hoffman & Michael Sugar 
and directed by Oscar nominee Peter 
Yates, I was back at the restaurant work-
ing shifts before and after filming.

It surprised a lot of  folks. They 
thought a movie role meant you made 
it big, but acting jobs can be few and 
far between. Keeping a steady job, like 
waiting tables, helped me pay the bills.

Being a waiter is straightforward 
but challenging. You’re always on your 
feet, rushing around. Customers are 
only sometimes lovely; some can be 
downright rude or impatient. And when 
you’re juggling several tables, plus deal-
ing with kitchen mix-ups, guess who 
customers blame? Yep, the waiter. 

Waiting tables is a job packed with 
stress. There were days when it was 
written all over my face, days when 
anyone walking by the kitchen could 
hear me grumbling under my breath. I 
was short with the kitchen staff, snappy 
with my managers, and could have done 
better at keeping my cool.

Quitting crossed my mind more often 
than I’d like to admit. I fantasized about 
making a grand exit, throwing my 
apron down and shouting, “I QUIT!” for 
everyone to hear, then striding out the 
door with my head held high.

Then came the day my managers 
decided it was time for a chat. They 
understood that the job was stressful, 
but they also made it clear that stress 
comes with the territory in the restau-
rant world. They told me straight: no 
matter how tough things got, losing my 
cool wasn’t an option. I was expected to 
handle it all with a smile, no exceptions.

I remember thinking, How am I 
supposed to keep smiling? What if  a 
customer yells at me for their steak 
being overcooked when they asked for 
it well-done? It seemed impossible at the 
time. How could I grin and bear it when 
things were so obviously not my fault, 

yet I had to act as if  they were?

It didn’t matter. Showing annoy-
ance and anger towards a custom-
er, no matter how much they might 
deserve it, wasn’t an option. I was 
forced to choose.   

After many nights of  soul-search-
ing, tossing, and turning, with thoughts 
racing through my head, I reached a 
decision. No matter what happened 
during my shifts, I had to keep smiling. 

No matter how tempting it was to 
snap back, showing annoyance or anger 
towards a customer was off-limits. I had 
to make a choice, which was definitely 
challenging.

I found myself  smiling at customers 
who sent back their meals because the 
soup was “too hot” or complained their 
ice cream was “too cold.” It seemed 
absurd, but as I kept my cool and flashed 
a smile—even when everything in me 
wanted to do the opposite—something 
unexpected began to happen. The stress 
that used to weigh me down started to 
lift.

As I made smiling a practice, I real-
ized it wasn’t about giving in or pretend-
ing the stress didn’t exist; it was about 
choosing how I reacted to it.

I realized that my smile wasn’t just a 
courtesy; it was my shield, a powerful 
defense against the relentless negativi-
ty and chaos that threatened to engulf  
me. No matter how unreasonable the 
customers were, how baseless the com-
plaints were, or how chaotic the kitchen 
became, I found something interesting.

I found that smiling, keeping calm, 
and not reacting to the negativity wasn’t 
me being a fake person. It was changing 
how I felt on the inside. I started to feel 
happy and soon enough I didn’t have to 
force it. 

I also noticed that the customers 
found it hard to continue their negativ-
ity when confronted with unwavering 
positivity. 

Next time you find yourself  about to 
lose your cool, take a breath and force 
a smile. It might feel unnatural at first, 
but give it a moment. That smile will 
start to work wonders, not just on those 
around you, but on you as well.

Keep smiling

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P1113EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Shirley D. Munroe
Also known as:
Shirley Munroe

Date of Death:  02/11/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by  
Jeffrey Ferraro  of Thompson CT
requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Jeffrey Ferraro  of Thompson CT
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety  on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/30/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regarding the administra-
tion directly from the Personal Represen-
tative and may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: April 03, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 12, 2024 

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF

 MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

24 SM 001328
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Marco Pacheco; Renee N Pacheco 
a/k/a Renee Pacheco
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act: 
50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage 
covering real property in Oxford, num-
bered 10 Sutton Avenue, given by 
Marco Pacheco and Renee Pacheco 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as 
nominee for First Eastern Mortgage 
Corporation, dated October 8, 2010, 
and recorded at Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 46452, Page 308, and now 
held by the plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before May 20, 2024 
or you may lose the opportunity to 
challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on April 3, 2024.
Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder

April 12, 2024

DUDLEY CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
A Public Hearing will be held at the 
Dudley Municipal Complex, 71 West 
Main Street in Dudley at 6:15 PM 
on 4/17/2024, to consider a Notice 
of Intent of Robert Couture for the 
property located at:
128 Old Southbridge Rd Lot 2 Dudley 
for new common driveway.

This is a Public Hearing under the 
requirements of G.L. CH. 131 §40, 
as amended.Plans are availble at the 
Dudley Conservation office on Mondays 
and Tuesdays from 11:30-4:30 PM. For 
more information, call 508-949-8011
April 12, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P1005EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Alan Gene Broden
Also known as:

Alan Broden, Alan G Broden
Date of Death:  02/10/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative   has been filed 
by  Robert L Broden of Sturbridge 
MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Robert L Broden of Sturbridge MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety  on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/23/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 28, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 12, 2024

Notice of Public Hearing
Dudley Planning Board

Proposed Zoning Amendment
Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40A, 
Section 5, the Dudley Planning 
Board will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday, April 24, 2024, at 7:00 
pm in the Dudley Municipal Complex, 
Room 321-A, 71 West Main Street, 
Dudley, MA 01571, on a proposed 
zoning amendment:
To amend the Dudley Zoning Bylaw, 
Section 7.01, Driveway / Curb Cut 
Permit, Subsection IV.F by adding 
design standards for the construction 
of shared driveways, and to change 
the special permit granting authority 
when more than two houses will use 
the same driveway from the Zoning 
Board of Appeals to the Planning 
Board.
The proposed amendment is on the 
Town web site and on file in the offices 
of the Planning Board and Town Clerk, 
71 West Main Street, Dudley, MA 
during the hours of 8:00 am – 4:00 
pm Monday – Thursday and 8:00 am 
to noon on Fridays. Any person inter-
ested or wishing to be heard on the 
zoning amendment should appear at 
the time and place designated.
Guy Horne, Chairman
Dudley Planning Board
April 5, 2024
April 12, 2024

DUDLEY CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Dudley 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on April 17, 2024, at 
6 PM on the application of William H 
Webb for Webb Construction Co.
The applicant has submitted a Request 
for Determination of Applicability for the 
removal of old concrete patio and stairs 
and asphalt boat ramp and replace with 
permeable pavers. The project location 
is: 166 Klondike Rd. Dudley, MA.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Dudley 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person.
Copies of the RDA may be examined at 

the Conservation Office by appointment 
during business hours.  
April 12, 2024

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain Mortgage 
given by Alice L. Chmura and Jan T. 
Mathieu to Springfield Institution For 
Savings, dated October 15, 1993 and 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
at Book 15662, Page 11, subsequent-
ly assigned to Bank United by First 
Massachusetts Bank, NA as successor 
in interest to Family Bank, NA (FKA 
Family Bank, FSB) successor by merger 
to Springfield Institution For Savings by 
assignment recorded in said Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds at Book 22710, Page 376, 
subsequently assigned to Bank United 
by First Massachusetts Bank, NA as 
successor in interest to Family Bank, 
NA (FKA Family Bank, FSB) successor 
by merger to Springfield Institution For 
Savings by assignment recorded in said 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds at Book 68364, 
Page 152, subsequently assigned to 
Wells Fargo Bank, FA by Washington 
Mutual Bank f/k/a Washington Mutual 
Bank, FA successor by merger to Bank 
United by assignment recorded in said 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds at Book 47321, 
Page 77, subsequently assigned to The 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
as received of Washington Mutual 
Bank formerly known as Washington 
Mutual Bank, FA successor by merger 
to Bank United by Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. by assignment recorded in said 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds at Book 63588, 
Page 229, subsequently assigned to 
Wells Fargo Bank, FA by The Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation as 
receiver of Washington Mutual Bank 
formerly known as Washington Mutual 
Bank, FA successor by merger to Bank 
United by assignment recorded in said 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds at Book 48211, 
Page 190, subsequently assigned to 
U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for 
LSF9 Master Participation Trust by 
Wells Fargo Bank, NA by assignment 
recorded in said Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
at Book 55766, Page 107, subsequent-
ly assigned to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
by U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee 
for LSF9 Master Participation Trust by 
assignment recorded in said Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds at Book 63011, Page 279, 
subsequently assigned to U.S. Bank 
Trust, N.A., as Trustee for LSF9 Master 
Participation Trust by Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. by assignment recorded in said 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds at Book 56300, 
Page 48, subsequently assigned to 
DLJ Mortgage Capital, Inc. by U.S. 
Bank Trust, National Association, not 
in its individual capacity but solely as 
trustee for LSF9 Master Participation 
Trust by assignment recorded in said 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds at Book 64368, 
Page 393, subsequently assigned to 
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, not in its individual capacity but 
solely as Owner Trustee of CSMC 
2019-RPL10 Trust by DLJ Mortgage 
Capital, Inc. by assignment recorded 
in said Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds at Book 
68261, Page 72 for breach of the condi-
tions of said Mortgage and for the pur-
pose of foreclosing same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 11:00 AM on April 26, 
2024 at 26 Hall Road, Webster, MA, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said Mortgage, to wit:
A certain tract or parcel of land on the 
easterly side of Hall Road, Webster, 
MA shown as Lot No. 990 on Plan 
entitled “Revised Subdivision of Plans 
No. 3 and No. 4 of Lots at Lakeside” 
owned by Helmi M. Hall dated July 5, 
1966 and recorded in the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 
305, Plan 74, and further bounded and 
described as follows:
BEGINNING: at a point on the easterly 
side of Hall Road, said point being 
the northwest corner o: the lot herein 
conveyed;
THENCE: , easterly by Lot #989, a dis-
tance of 293.86 feet;
THENCE: southeasterly, a distance of 
100.97 feet;
THENCE: westerly, by Lot #991, a dis-
tance of 307.86 feet to Hall Road;
THENCE: northerly by Hall Road, a 
distance of 100 feet to the point of 
beginning.
SUBJECT to the restrictions set forth in 
Book 12594, Page 352.
The premises are to be sold subject to 
and with the benefit of all easements, 
restrictions, encroachments, building 
and zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, municipal liens 
and assessments, rights of tenants and 
parties in possession, and attorney’s 
fees and costs.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00) 
in the form of a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s check or money order will 

be required to be delivered at or before 
the time the bid is offered. The suc-
cessful bidder will be required to exe-
cute a Foreclosure Sale Agreement 
immediately after the close of the bid-
ding. The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the form 
of a certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check satisfactory to 
Mortgagee’s attorney. The Mortgagee 
reserves the right to bid at the sale, to 
reject any and all bids, to continue the 
sale and to amend the terms of the sale 
by written or oral announcement made 
before or during the foreclosure sale. If 
the sale is set aside for any reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the deposit paid. 
The purchaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Mortgagor, the 
Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. 
The description of the premises con-
tained in said mortgage shall control in 
the event of an error in this publication. 
TIME WILL BE OF THE ESSENCE.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, not in its individual capacity but 
solely as Owner Trustee of CSMC 
2019-RPL10 Trust
Present Holder of said Mortgage,
By Its Attorneys,
ORLANS PC
PO Box 540540
Waltham, MA 02454
Phone: (781) 790-7800
22-000857
April 5, 2024
April 12, 2024
April195, 2024

The Dudley Board of Health will hold 
a public hearing on April 16th at 
5:30pm to discuss and take public 
comment relative to a proposed local 
housing regulation, that will require all 
non-owner -occupied rental properties 
of two (2) units or more to register 
the property with the board of health, 
and will require a housing inspection 
to verify that each apartment meets 
the current Massachusetts Minimum 
Standards of Fitness for Human 
Habitation 105 CMR 410.00:  (State 
sanitary code, chapter II) before occu-
pancy. The local regulation will also 
require an inspection each fall and 
spring as well. The proposed fees are 
Registration; $100.00, Fall inspection; 
$100.00, Spring inspection; $100.00. 
The draft regulation is available online 
at dudleyma.gov and at the board of 
health office. 
April 5, 2024
April 12, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P0999EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Michael John Russell
Date of Death: 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Paul J Russell of Wiscasset ME 
requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Paul J Russell of Wiscasset ME be 
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety  on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
05/14/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 26, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 12, 2024

LEGALS
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BURLINGTON, Vt. 
— Kathryn James of  
Webster was named to 
the Champlain College 
President’s List for the 
Fall 2023 semester.

Students on the 
President’s List have 
achieved a grade point 
average of  4.0 or high-
er during the semes-
ter. James is currently 
enrolled in the Computer 
Science and Innovation 
program.

Making the President’s 
List is a tremendous 
achievement. Many of  
the high achievers bal-
ance their career-focused 
classes with jobs, intern-
ships, clubs, and volun-
teering. We congratulate 

them on this great accom-
plishment and honor.

Founded in 1878, 
Champlain College is 
a small, not-for-prof-
it, private college in 
Burlington, Vermont, 
with additional campus-
es in Montreal, Canada, 
and Dublin, Ireland. 
Champlain offers a tra-
ditional undergraduate 
experience from its beau-
tiful campus overlooking 
Lake Champlain and 
more than 90 residen-
tial undergraduate and 
online undergraduate 
and graduate degree pro-
grams and certificates. 
Champlain’s distinctive 
career-driven approach 
to higher education 

embodies the notion that 
true learning occurs 
when information and 
experience come togeth-
er to create knowledge. 
Champlain ranks in mul-
tiple categories of  U.S. 
News and World Report’s 
“Best Colleges;” is includ-
ed in The Princeton 
Review’s 2024 list of  
“The Best 389 Colleges;” 
was named a 2023-2024 
College of  Distinction 
for Education, Business 
and Career Development; 
and was awarded one of  
America’s Best Colleges 
by Money for combining 
quality and affordabili-
ty. www.champlain.edu

DUDLEY — The Dudley Agricultural 
Advisory Commission will host the 
third annual “Dudley Grows Together” 
Plant Hop on Saturday, May 18, from 
9 a.m. - noon.   This is a rain or shine 
event.

Confirmed participants at this time 
include Armstrong Acres (heirloom 
tomato seedlings, herbs, and perenni-
als), Farmer Tim’s (herb, vegetable, and 
flower seedlings), Walnut Lane Farm 
(compost and meat/eggs), The Leo 
Family Homestead (herbs), Pleasant 
View Farm (honey, hay), Partridge Hill 
Gardens (daylilies and perennials), 
The Dudley Conservation Land Trust, 
The Dudley Grange, and of  course the 
Dudley Agricultural Commission, who 
will have free seeds available thanks to 
the generosity of  Ocean State Job Lot 
and the CT Master Gardeners.  

Lanette Lepper, member of  the 
Commission, had this to say: “The Plant 
Hop is a great way for the community 
to support our local growers while fill-
ing their gardens with plants that are 
already acclimated to our area.   Many 

of  these varieties simply are not avail-
able at big-box stores.   We encourage 
gardeners to save the date and visit each 
location, ask questions, learn about new 
plants, and meet fellow gardeners who 
are excited to get their hands in the dirt!  
It’s always a fun day for everyone, but 
bring some cash because not all of  our 
growers accept cards.”

Maps will be available online at dud-
leyfarmers.com and on the Common the 
day of  the event.  You can also search for 
«Dudley Grows Together» on Facebook.  
Many growers have a social media pres-
ence, so you are encouraged to ‘like and 
follow’ for more information on what 
they will be offering.

Oxford 
Woman’s 

Club offers 
scholarships
OXFORD — The Oxford Woman’s Club 

will be awarding three $750 scholarships 
to graduating seniors who reside in the 
town of  Oxford.

Applications are available at the 
Guidance Department or by emailing 
Anne Marie at simplyannie14@gmail.
com.

Real Estate
AUBURN 

$515,000, 1 Washburn Rd, Marois, 
Nicholas, and Marois, Molly, to Byczko, 
Jacob P, and Byczko, Peter.

$416,000, 10 Buttonwood Ln, Forziati, 
Adam L, and Ott, Shannon, to Eldridge 
3rd, Robert.

$332,500, 20 Harrison Ave, Geddes Ft, 
and Geddes, Beverly F, to Mcnamara, 
Michael L, and Mcnamara, Doyle J.

$275,000, 5 Kimball Rd, Duguay Richard 
C Est, and Murphy, Constance, to Halliday, 
Christopher.

DUDLEY 
$125,000, 5 Sophies Way, Sawmill Road 

LLC, to Surowaniec, Pawel.

OXFORD
$620,000, 10 Sullivan Blvd, Pkjkeka LLC, 

to Mackintosh, Evan, and Mackintosh, 
Cortney.

$15,000, Pine Hill Rd, Guerard, Ronald 
F, to Roulet, Charles V.

WEBSTER
$555,000, 11 June Ave, Raymond C Rohr 

T, and Weiss, Tammy, to Bratica, Anthony 
J.

$400,000, 100 Thompson Rd, Lebel 
Realty Invs LLC, to Sorto, Jose S.

$399,999, 6 James St, Tcp Homes Inc, to 
Alkuheli, Aamer, and Kokaz, Rana.

$380,000, 202 Beacon Park #202, Raucci, 
Michael A, and Raucci, Marie K, to 
Sciabica, Karen A, and Hayes, Douglas P.

$355,000, 805 Beacon Park #805, 
Townsend, Gary L, and Townsend, 
Kathleen, to Bonin, Alyssa.

Kathryn James of 
Webster named to 
Champlain College 

President’s List

Dudley Grows 
Together Plant Hop 

scheduled

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308 
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Installations

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL 
& CARPENTRY  

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
#4153C • 8376A1 • 191806

508-885-BEST
Exclusive Discounts for 

Seniors & Veterans

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUTTERS

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured

GU
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
774-200-7308

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

Monday Men’s 
Business

Single – Dan Labay 160, 
Josh Antos 130, Duncan 
MacDougall 128

Series – Dan Labay 
393, Duncan MacDougall 
339, Nate Assanov & Josh 
Antos 337

Series over average – 
Dan Labay +72

Women’s Ten Pin City
Single – Division 1 – 

Natalie Wood 201, Nicole 
Shepard 142

               Division 2 
– Bernie Stackpole 156, 
Jessica Jacques 131

Series – Division 1 
– Donna Dziadula 543, 
Edna Miranda 424

               Division 

2 – Charlene Hebert 417, 
Sharon Daniels 351

Tuesday Chet’s Social
Single – Ryan Pelletier 

138, Tom Smith 123, 
Richard Girouard 118, 
Courtney Boulay 107, 
June Carpenter 106, 
Dawn Gleason & Diane 
Levesque 103

Series – Ryan Pelletier 
390, Richard Girouard 
311, Tom Smith 308, June 
Carpenter 288, Diane 
Levesque 280, Erin Van 
Dam 275

Series over average – 
Ryan Pelletier & June 
Carpenter +39

Summit Tenpin
Single – Division 1 – 

Derek Reynolds 224
               Division 2 – 

Donny Altiery 191
Series – Division 1 – 

Eric Apher 619
               Division 2 – 

Brett Mattson 524

Thursday Morning 
Coffee

Single – Sue 
Kolodziejczak 98, 
Jackie Arpin 97, Carol 
Kondratowicz, Donna 
Lewandowski, Kirsten 
Nicholas, and Lorraine 
Biadasz 96

Series – Barbara 
Penniman 269, Lorraine 
Biadasz 258, Donna 
Lewandowski 257

Series over average – 
Barbara Gomes +31

Week ending April 7

Monday Men’s 
Business

Single – Mike Nardone 
143, Ryan Pelletier 136, 
Tim Labay 133

Series – Mike Nardone 
370, Ryan Pelletier 363, 
Michael Kustak 345

Series over average – 
AJ Gagner +49

Women’s Ten Pin City
Single – Division 1 – 

Joanne LaBonte & Donna 
Dziadula 172, Marie 
Piegorsch 169

               Division 
2 – Sharon Daniels 154, 
Jessica Jacques 137

Series – Division 1 – 

Natalie Wood 561, Claudia 
Allen 472

               Division 2 – 
Kelly Apher 395, Bernie 
Stackpole 365

Tuesday Chet’s Social
Single – Tom Smith 124, 

John Dupuis 120, Richard 
Girouard 114, Trish 
Shead 111, Courtney 
Boulay 107, Erin Van 
Dam 106

Series – Tom Smith 340, 
Ryan Pelletier 331, John 
Dupuis 318, Erin Van Dam 
295, Courtney Boulay 289, 
Diane Levesque 287

Series over average – 
John Dupuis & Adam 
Levie +24, Courtney 
Boulay +37

Summit Tenpin
Single – Division 1 – 

Eric Apher 213
               Division 2 – 

Edna Miranda 200
Series – Division 1 – 

Bob Hanville 651
               Division 2 – 

Kerry Clark 495

Thursday Morning 
Coffee

Single – Pat Blake 
99, Nancy Cutler 96, 
Maribeth Marzeotti 95

Series – Joan 
Wentworth 266, Pat Blake 
264, Donna Lewandowski 
259

Series over average – 
Joan Wentworth +35

Mohegan Bowl winter leagues Week ending March 31
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Call for a FREE Market Analysis
 and Consulation

Webster
17 Granite St

On Deposit On Deposit
Oxford
27 Walnut St

INVENTORY DOWN!!

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 316 Dresser Hill Rd  $300’s

34 Ridge Road $300’s

ACT NOW!!! DISCOVER DUDLEY 

SOUTHBRIDGE- Seller Relocating! Deceiving Cape

As the Leaves fill in so does your Privacy– 
Great Country Location 

But Convenient to 
Shopping,  School, Walking trails

SELLER MOTIVATED
New Carpeted • New Spetic System 

• Town Water
DUDLEY-Low Taxes, covenient to com-

munity, Rte. 146, MA Pike, 396

Great Yard
Great Room

Fireplace
1.5 Baths 

Fantastic Sunset & Views
3 Bedrooms
Family room
 w/ Pool Table

24” Kitchen/Dining Room
AGENCY BONUS

AGENCY BONUS

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd. Your Lake 

Home
 Here! 

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement 
block garage is located on the property..  Land area 
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable 
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town 
Water & Sewer available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE.  

SORRY, SOLD!

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK 
AT THIS ONE! 
This property offers a whole 
lot more than meets the eye! 
2 Family that served the same 
family for over 65 Years. 2 
BRs & 1 Bath, 1st flr. 1 -2 
Brs & 1 Bath 2nd flr. Offers 
a shared front entry porch 
& a separate finished side 
entry porch for the 1st floor 
apt only. A rear open porch 
provides a private space & 
scenic views for the 2nd 
floor. It’s situated on an acre 
plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land 
on the corner of Eastern Ave. 
and Pine St. 480’ on Pine St. 
which has DEVELOPMENT 
POTENTIAL.

$399,000.

BEING BUILT!! 
SPRAWLING 2000 SF 
ONE LEVEL RANCH 
HOME! Situated on 

a level 1/2 acre Lot! OPEN FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining 
room, upscaled kitchen with 7’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beau-
tiful Hardwood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed.$614,500

 Condominium Don’t Miss this one!! Beautiful & 
Large! 2 bedroom - 2nd & 3rd floor! Corner Lot. 
Land area 19,000 Sq. Ft. +/- ONLY $249,900.

COMING SOON! WEBSTER-22 HALL RD 

1st Time Offered!!  Better than new! Young 2200 Sq ft Cape. This one can 
be your’s! Young 2200+ Sq ft Cape/Split  7+ Room, 4 bdrs. 3 full baths! 
Master bed/Bath! Bonus - finished stairway to the massive unfinished 2nd 
floor. 3/4 Acre of land mostly Landscaped. beach, boat ramp, Sailing As-
soc. very close by. Kitchen w/Island & dining room. Hardwood, ceramic, 
& carpet flrs. Heated 2 car garage. So much more!  $599,900 

NEW LISTING

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  

Featured Open House !!  
WEBSTER 

38 RAY STREET UNIT#3  
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12 - 1:30 

WEBSTER - 22 COOPER ROAD  
New Construction Gorgeous 2500 
SQ FT Colonial. 4 brms, 2-1/2 Bath. 
Open Concept 1st flr, Crown Mold-
ings, High End Cabinetry W/Island, 
Granite Counters. Hardwood Floor-
ing throughout, MASTER SUITE 
- WALK IN Closet, Hugh MASTER 
BATH! 2 car Garage, Close to Lake-
side Beach & Boat Ramp! 2nd one 
of 4 To Be Built! $549,000

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

FREE
MARKET

ANALYSIS
25 Union Street, ste 400
Worcester, MA 01608

MARIA SUN REED
Call or Text 508-873-9254

Brighten up your Life 
with Home Ownership

Call me about 
Multi-Families

100 feet of flat waterfront on dead end street.  6 room Cape with 3-4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.  
New siding, new energy efficient windows, completely new kitchen with granite counter-
tops, new stove, refrigerator and dishwasher.  New bathrooms with new plumbing.  Skip 
the Cape and enjoy four season of waterfront activities like swimming, boating, fishing, 
skating, etc.  Vacant and ready for spring occupancy. $525,000 

Call Conrad at Re/Max, Professional Associates 508-400-0438.

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

DUDLEY WATERFRONT

35 Lawrence Rd, Dudley, MA

REAL ESTATE

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood



specifically noted four 
who went back to his 
previous town, Grafton, 
and graduated with hon-
ors. The collaborative is 
only seeking a 2 percent 
tuition hike this year 
“versus that 14 percent 
you’re seeing from pri-
vate schools.”

Afterward, the board 
took its fourth look at 
the budget, specifically 
asking Superintendent 
Mike Lucas to compare 
it to Town Manager Jen 
Callahan’s proposal. The 
biggest concern they had 
was about wanting the 
town to send all of  the 
state’s Chapter 70 funding 
to the schools, with mem-
bers arguing it’s intend-
ed for education aid. He 
noted the state increased 
it by $1.27 million this 
year specifically because 
of  the district’s increased 
needs and additional stu-
dents, but decried what 
he said was the town’s 
share being cut by $1 mil-
lion.

Lucas said the commit-
tee’s plan calls for $21.86 
million, while Callahan’s 
is $20.85 million. Of  it, the 
town’s share is $9.64 mil-
lion; the rest comes from 
state aid. He said that 
while the total increase 
the board is seeking is 8.8 
percent, just 5.5 percent 
($501,521) is coming from 

local taxes. 
“These are not wishes 

and dreams,” he said. “...
This is our opportunity 
to give our kids the best 
education possible.”

Burke said he’s con-
cerned friends in other 
town departments are 
“being misled we’re try-
ing to harm those depart-
ments. … We are in no 
way trying to take money 
from those departments.” 
He noted he’d welcome 
more detailed discus-
sions with the Finance 
Commitee and selectmen 
over the district’s goals 
and needs.

Todd Proctor said he’s 
especially concerned that 
their requested $300,000 
in “circuit breaker” 
money be included in the 
special ed budget. Since 
it’s hard to predict when 
new students will need 
out-of-district services, 
he noted the district is 
only a couple students 
away from having to cut 
teachers to cover that 
cost without this money.

Leah Filipkowski said 
she believes the plan to 
replace kindergarten 
Chromebooks and keep 
three posts (a middle 
school interventionist, 
reading specialist and 
tech person previous-
ly federal ESSER grant 
funded) are “really 
important.” The kids use 
those computers not to 
play games but to devel-

op skills they need for 
later schooling, and those 
posts ensure the scholols 
can prepare the kids for 
high school and later 
because “the pandemic 
really hurt those grade 
levels,” she said.

Palmina Griffin said 
she wants to see the 

written agreements 

covering “schedule 19 
indirect costs,” which 
should exist document-
ing the district/town hall 
understanding of  how 
to share the various ser-
vices the town provides 
the schools. She said she 
recalled a memo covering 
the DPW maintenance 

of  school fields, but most 

such arrangements “just 
kind of  evolved” over 
time without documenta-
tion that she could find. 
In some cases, the School 
Committee managed 
assets the town side now 
manages, and she wants 
to “avoid redundancy.”

“The town does a lot of  

lifting for us and helping 

us with all these indirect 
costs. That’s much appre-
ciated,” she said. 

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

OXFORD
continued from page  A1
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, April 27th

from 8AM to 12 PM

Friends of St. Louis Yard Sale
Located in the Church parking lot

Cleaning out? Save you item that are clean & in 
working order to donate to our yard sale.

Rent a space - $10 Need a table - Additional $20
We are accepting donations which can be

dropped off at the church hall.
Saturday, April 20, from 8AM to Noon

Thursday, April 25 from 4 to 6PM
Friday, April 26 from 4 to 6PM

Please Note: We cannot accept large furniture, bedding or electronics. 
Clothing accepted in clean decent condition (no rips or holes)

 
  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495
(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

PART TIME COOK
20 HOURS PER WEEK

THURSDAY-SATURDAY EVENINGS
APPLY IN PERSON , AT THE BAR 

ROOM FOR RENT 
STURBRIDGE

Many extras.
 owner occupied.  
Looking for adult 

male. $950/month. 
References required.  

Call 508-647-3956

of  reuse of  liners for the food heating systems, and 
evidence of  reuse of  a meatball container without 
proper cleaning just to name a few violations. Hannon 
said some of  the photos were shared with Subway’s 
corporate office and that company representatives 
were concerned about the conditions. Hannon posted 
an emergency order temporarily closing the business 
until the hearing was held.

The hearing featured input from both Town Counsel 
and a legal representative of  Seema Sub Shop LLC 
who cross-examined both Hannon and Lauren Dobson 
while presenting their cases. The defense for Seema Sub 
Shop LLC argued that there had been no complaints of  
customers getting sick from the food and noted that a 
photo contained in a text message between the owner 
and Dobson about expired cucumbers had not actually 
reached the owner who instructed Dobson to use fresh 
cucumbers instead. The attorney felt that his client 
had made sufficient efforts to improve following the 
orders of  the Health Agent and had invited Hannon 
back to inspect the store again with no response. The 
owners also acknowledged the lack of  training with 
intent to correct those issues. The defense also noted 
that the restaurant’s temperature logs were in line 
with Subway’s corporate requirements.

The defense was not enough to convince the Board 
of  Health to allow Subway another chance to improve. 
Board members argued that it took the restaurant 
being closed for them to address issues in the first 
place. They also explained that while Subway may 
have its own corporate requirements, local Board of  
Health orders supersede those standards and were 
not followed by the business. Board of  Health member 
Jennifer Cournoyer felt that the restaurant’s multiple 
violations gave her pause in allowing them to continue 
to operate in Dudley. “When we get violation after vio-
lation after violation and then it takes shutting some-
body down to hear from them, it’s an insult to us, like 
you didn’t take us seriously,” said Cournoyer.

The board acknowledged that the decision was diffi-
cult as they were caught between risking public safety 
or hurting local business. After nearly an hour and a 
half  the board determined that Subway was too big 
of  a risk to reopen and voted to revoke the license for 
Seema Sub Shop LLC for serious and repeated viola-
tions of  the food code. The business owners will have 
the opportunity to appeal the decision in Superior 
Court if  they choose, but for now the business will 
remain closed.

SUBWAY
continued from page  A1

the Grange – it’s good, 
down to earth people 
doing really good work to 

promote agriculture and 
things in the communi-
ty, so I can’t really thank 
them enough for this. It’s 
a tremendous honor,” 
said Wojnar.

Before closing the cer-
emony, Wojnar was also 
honored with a special 
resolution recognizing 
the Grange award by 
Dudley Selectman and 

newly elected State Rep. 
John Marsi, who noted it 
was among his first offi-
cial presentations since 
taking office.

Dudley Selectman and State Rep. John Maris presents former Police Chief Steve Wojnar with a resolution from the House and

WOJNAR
continued from page  A1

Melinda Myers

Hydrangeas are a favorite of hungry deer 
making them susceptible to severe damage 
so strategies to protect these plants are 
recommended. 

Low maintenance, beautiful flow-
ers, and plenty of  varieties have made 
hydrangeas a favorite landscape plant. 
It seems you can’t visit a garden center 
or nursery without being tempted by 
one of  the traditional favorites or newer 
hydrangea varieties.

 

Despite their easy-
care nature, hungry deer 
can make it difficult to 
fully enjoy these plants. 
Rutgers University rates 
landscape plants based 
on their susceptibility to 
deer damage. According 
to Rutgers, hydrangeas 
are occasionally severe-
ly damaged by deer, 
meaning they are a plant preferred by 
deer and protection is advised. Your 
experience may be different and can 
vary from year to year, but it is always 
wise to be prepared to protect key plants 
in your landscape.

 
Deer like to browse leaves, tender 

shoots, flower buds, and blossoms. 
Damage is worse when populations are 
high, food is scarce, and when environ-
mental stresses like cold and deep snow 
are present. Once deer find a place to 
dine, they tend to return. Their dam-
age has a rough or torn appearance as 
opposed to a clean cut like that made by 
a pruner. Preventing damage is always 
the best way to maximize your enjoy-
ment. Even if  your plants have escaped 
damage in the past, continue to watch 
for deer tracks, droppings, and plant 
damage. 

 
Fencing is one option but not always 

the most attractive or practical. An eight-
foot fence is the recommended height 

for protecting large 
areas. The University 
of  Minnesota found 
deer can be kept out 
of  small gardens that 
are 8 x 16 feet or small-
er with much shorter 
fences. Sturdy decora-
tive posts and some-
what invisible deer 
fencing tend to make a 

less obtrusive fence. Always check with 
your local municipality for any fencing 
restrictions.

 
Many gardeners report success using 

high-test fishing line. Create a barrier 
using strong five-foot posts with the 
fishing line spaced at two-foot intervals. 
 

Scare tactics may provide some short-
term help. Motion-sensitive sprinklers, 
noise makers, and smells are often used. 
Several gardeners reported success 
placing colorful wine bottles inverted 
over rebar posts. The rattling helped 
discourage deer browsing and added 
an ornamental element to the garden. 
Change scare tactics to increase success. 
 

Place key plants closer to your home, 
in the back of  large beds, or surround-
ed by less susceptible plants. Making it 
hard to reach the plants can help dis-
courage damage to hydrangeas.

 
Repellents are another option.  Treat 

susceptible plants before the deer start 
browsing for the best results. Look for 
a rain and snow-resistant product, like 
organic  Plantskydd  (plantskydd.com), 
which does not need to be reapplied 
as often. That means you’ll save time 
applying and spend less money.  

 
Maximize results by treating new 

growth according to the label directions. 
Most liquid repellents need time to dry 
and can only be applied when tempera-
tures are above freezing. Always check 
the label for the product being applied 
and follow the directions for the best 
results.

 
Continue to monitor the landscape 

for signs of  deer presence and dam-
age and adjust your management 
strategies as needed. Be persistent 
so you can increase your success. 
 
Melinda Myers has written more than 20 
gardening books, including The Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
instant video and DVD  series  and 
the nationally syndicated  Melinda’s 
Garden Moment radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 
for  Birds & Blooms  magazine and was 
commissioned by Tree World Plant Care 
for her expertise in writing this article. 
Her Web site is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Enjoy and protect hydrangeas from hungry deer

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

FRIDAY ACOUSTICS 
4/12   KYLIE HARRIS

4/19   LEANDRO AND STEVE
4/26   JONNY TAYLOR

MOTHER’S DAY 
BRUNCH 

10 to 3

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$54999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99
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$44999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
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MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 
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LG SMOOTH
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10 CU. FT.
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TWIN: $199
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MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
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G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
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LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
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18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

Bill’s Daily Deals!See our store on 
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TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

GRILL
SALE!
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HUGE Appliance Package Rebates!
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hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

New Spring specials.
Let us do the cooking!

Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

For Advertising Information,Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Courtesy

On April 2, the Park Avenue Play Ensemble put on their  first rendition of “Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs” for the entire Park Avenue Elementary Community. “This was just 
like going to the Hanover Theatre,” said one Park Avenue Elementary employee. The Park 
Avenue Ensemble has been practicing profusely for the past three months and the hard 
work has paid off. Deb Casatellani and Kerri Williams were the masterminds behind the 
curtains with some help from several other staff members. The show included costumes, 
lights, music and sound effects that left a lasting image to the Park Avenue Community. 
“I have to say, it was the real deal,” Mr. Aronian whispered to a neighboring staff member. 
“The performers were excellent, “ he concluded. There will be a live show for the parents 
later in the week and this is something the school plans to build upon in the years to 
come. “Having something like this is special.” said Mr. Aronian. “This is how you build a 
strong,lasting community.” 

Oxford 
Woman’s 
Club offers 
scholarships

OXFORD — The Oxford Woman’s Club 
will be awarding three $750 scholarships 
to graduating seniors who reside in the 
town of  Oxford.

Applications are available at the 
Guidance Department or by emailing 
Anne Marie at simplyannie14@gmail.
com.

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news
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