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Local Mason shares love of chess

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM
TOWNE LODGE
SOUTHBRIDGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — For
many years, the Southbridge
Chess Club has flourished
under the leadership of
Benjamin Marinelli, a former
Southbridge resident.

In 2019, Marinelli
earned second place at
the Continental Chess
Association tournament, fin-
ishing as runner-up in the
Eastern Class Championships
Class B section. The club
he founded meets at the
Jacob Edwards Library in
Southbridge on Saturdays in
April and May, then resumes
in the fall when the library’s
Saturday hours end in late
May. Most participants are
children and teenagers, along
with a few adults who enjoy
the challenge. Chess brings
people together, teaches
players to win and lose with
grace and builds valuable
skills. It strengthens focus,
sparks creativity, boosts con-
fidence, exercises the mind
and helps both children and
adults think carefully about
the consequences of each

move.
Marinelli enjoys teaching
this challenging game and
sharing his passion and skills
with the community. He has
taught chess at the library for
more than five years, with
support from co-instructor
Shielding Cournoyer, who
hopes to inspire more girls
and children to play. One tool
they use is the ChessKid.com
puzzles app, which allows
students to test their skills
on a touchscreen TV and see
whether their moves work.
Brother Benjamin Marinelli
is also a Master Mason and
a member of the Major
General Salem Towne Lodge
(MGSTL) in Southbridge. He
has belonged to the fraternity
of Freemasonry for more than
8 years and his commitment
to it has strengthened his ser-
vice to the community. He
believes in helping others not

Turn To CHESS page A6
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Co-lnstructor  Shielding Celebrate Amencas 2’50th at Charlton Public Library

Cournoyer watches one of

the students work through his  CHARLTON — On July ute to our shared history. will discuss his book “To did they write during the

chess problem on the chesskid. 4 our nation will com- On Tuesday, June 2 at 6 Defend All That Is Dear” on ~ American Revolution? What

com puzzle app. On the T.V. 1omorate and celebrate the  p.m., living history interpret-  Tuesday, June 16, at 6 pm.  tools did they use? What let-

monitor. 250th anniversary of the er Audrey Stuck-Girard will Hersee is a historian, writ- tering style? Can I write like
signing of the Declaration of ~present on Revolutionary er, and photographer based they did? We will explore

STURBRIDGE —
Behavioral Concepts
(BCI), a provider of
LEARN Behavioral,
will hold a senso-
ry-friendly Open House
and Summer Carnival
at their new Sturbridge
Learning Center, 179
Main St., Suite 2,
Sturbridge.

BCl is celebrating the
arrival of summer with
an Open House and
Summer Carnival event
for the whole fami-
ly on May 28, 2026,
from 4:30 — 6:30 p.m.
Children will have the
opportunity to partici-
pate in sensory-friend-
ly carnival-themed
activities, face painting
with Creative Chica,
and more!

This event is free and
open to the public.

BClI provides contem-
porary applied behav-
ior analysis (ABA)
therapy for children
with autism and Down
syndrome.  Serving
children ages one to 12
years, the Sturbridge
Learning Center pro-
vides center-based
ABA therapy, parent
education, diagnostics,
Early Intervention, and
Social Skills Programs.
Outside of the center,
the Sturbridge team
offers in-home ABA
therapy.

The Sturbridge
Learning Center offers
after-school treatment
hours to accommodate
busy family schedules.
There is no waitlist.
The center is conve-
niently located near

Independence. The Charlton  Fashion, bringing the world in Sturbridge whose book these questions and more

Sensoryﬁiendly open bouse Public Library invites you of Revolutionary-era fashion documents the full service in this hands-on 90-min-

to join us during the month to life through her unique of every known Sturbridge ute program! Participants

d S C . l M of June for several events blend of historical research soldier of the American will get the opportunity to
an ummer Larniva dy to honor this historic mile- and theatrical craftsman- Revolution. write in script, use a dip nib
stone. ship. Drawing on her back- On Tuesday, June 23 and ink and scribe a line

28 at B C I ’S new Sturbridge Starting June 4, the ground in theatrical design, at 6 p.m., calligrapher from the Declaration of

Charlton Public Library will ~ clothing construction, and Debby Reelitz will discuss Independence. Registration
be displaying military uni- hairdressing, Stuck-Girard “Calligraphy that inspired is required.

Leﬂrnlng Center forms of both a continental ~will speak at length on the a nation: Learn to write A complete schedule of

Old Sturbridee Village soldier and its more modern  hair, wigs, and fashion of like America’s founders.” upcoming events can be
-84 and UgS—20 a‘c’; d’ counterpart. All are welcome  the New England American Who was the calligrapher viewed on the Library’s cal-
: ’ to stop in the library during Revolution period. that wrote the Declaration endar at https://charltonli-

casily accessible for open hours to view this trib- Author Walter Hersee of Independence? How  brary.org/event-calendar/.

families in the region.
For more information

or to enroll a child at T ’d T S [ k k

the Sturbridge Learning own-Wide ag oale lares on jlea market town
Center, call 508-363- ) ) ) o
0200 or visit https:/ BRIMFIELD — secondhand shopper’s Town-Wide Tag Sale will plete with listings that

beiaba.com/locations/ | Brimfield is  known paradise. Organized by take place on Saturday, describe what shoppers

sturbridge. world-wide as a desti- Hitchcock Academy, the May 30 from 8 a.m. to can find at each site,
nation for treasure hunt- area’s community center 2 p.m. also noting any sales that
About BCI ing, but once a year, the located in Brimfield, the All of the sales are will continue through

BCI, part of the entire town turns into a 16th annual Brimfield included on a map com-  TurnTo TAG SALE psec A10

LEARN Behavioral
network, is one of the
nation’s leading pro-
viders of compassion-
ate autism care. For
more than 20 years,
BCI has been deliv-
ering evidence-based
services, helping chil-
dren with autism find
success and reach their
unique potential.

About LEARN
Behavioral

LEARN Behavioral
is a national leader in
autism treatment, offer-
ing  comprehensive
diagnostic services and
contemporary applied
behavior analysis
(ABA) therapy for chil-
dren with autism spec-
trum disorder (ASD).
With a nationwide
network of ABA pro-
viders and more than
100 Learning Centers
across the country,
LEARN delivers the
highest standard of
evidence-based care—

customized to meet the ) i . ) o
unique needs and inter- Sgt. Brian Cardrant of the Charlton Police Departrr!enf was recognized rec.ently for his heroic uchon.s by th.e. Cherlt?n Board of
Selectmen, the Massachusetts House of Representatives, and Congressman Richard Neal. Cardrant, while participating in the Tough
. . Ruck on April 19, witnessed a participant experience a medical emergency. Without hesitation, he relied on his training to initiate
fam,lly' FOI; more infor- life-saving measures, along with other bystanders, including performing CPR, until members of the Lexington Fire Department
mat'lon’ visit learnbe- arrived on scene. They then continued advanced life-saving care, including the use of an automated external defibrillator (AED).
havioral.com. The patient was transported to a local hospital, and is expected to survive. Photo courtesy of the department’s Facebook page.

Courtesy Photo

ests of each child and
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Brimfield to host first living

history cemetery tour

BRIMFIELD
— On June 13,
the  Spirit of
Brimfield- 250th
Committee and
the Brimfield
Historical
Commission
will co-host a
Revolutionary
War themed
cemetery tour
at the Brimfield
Cemetery located
at 28 Wales Rd.
Guided groups

will depart
every 30 min-
utes, beginning
at 10 a.m. from
the Brimfield
Elementary
School parking
lot. Along the
route, narrators
and costumed
interpreters will
present  power-
ful stories of the
Brimfield men
who left home to
serve in the patri-

ot cause, and the
families they left
behind.

Stories told by

actors in role,
include the fol-
lowing:

James and Mary
Thompson, a hus-
band-and-wife
duo, telling their
story of pride and
sacrifice, and the
family’s concern
for a certain cous-
in who led the

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”
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patriot cause.

Eudocia Janes,
sharing her father
William’s service
beginning at age
17, and the emo-
tional court testi-
mony he gave in
detail 55 years
later to secure his
war pension.

J oseph
Hitchcock, the
first English
child born in
Brimfield, who
watched a wil-
derness become a
town and colonies
become a country.
He answered the
Lexington alarm,
stood at the siege
of Boston, and
proudly sent his
sons and grand-
sons to fight for
freedom.

Deacon David
Morgan, from
a Springfield
love story to a
Revolutionary
legacy, not to
mention a family
tree that stretched
all the way to a
Gilded Age finan-
cier.

B eul ah
Danielson, the
steady sup-
port behind
her husband,
General Timothy
Danielson, who
held the home and
family  togeth-
er while he was
away. When peace
finally came,
would she be
there to enjoy the
liberty so dearly
won?

The tour will

also feature the
short stories of
Captain John
Sherman and his
son Bazaleel,
Nathaniel
Danielson,
Abner Morgan,
Christopher Ward,
and the infamous
General William
Eaton. Members
of the Brown fam-
ily, the Blodgett
family and the
Blashfield family
will also be rec-
ognized as their
graves are passed,
among others.
Registration for
this free event
is required and
space is limited.
Call Sue DeBruin
(508) 523-9544 to
register or to learn
more information.

Join Charlton Garden
Club for bands-on

paper making program

CHARLTON —
The Charlton Garden
Club’s  Monday,
June 8 meeting wel-
comes all to a free,
hands-on program
on paper making
that will be given
by the Resourcerer’s
Apprentice.
Cassandra Besse and
Kat Stewart are a
partner duo of artists
focusing on sustain-
ability and living in
harmony with nature.
Participants are asked

inch piece of natural
fabric to be used for
drying your paper.
Whether you’re a
novice or accom-
plished  gardener,
the Charlton Garden
Club is a great place
to meet other gar-
dening enthusiasts,
learn about plants
and planting, and to
share your gardening
tips and experiences.
This meeting will
be held at 6:30 p.m.
at the Charlton Arts

Hill Rd.

Club members
would also like to
thank all the folks
who supported last
month’s very suc-
cessful plant sale.
We’re hoping to
continue providing
programs, educa-
tion and beautifica-
tion efforts for our
town. For more
information about
the Charlton Garden
Club, please email
charltongarden-

i
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14, One who revitalizes
16. Indicates position
18. Dishonorable man
19. Singer King Cole
20. Short-tailed marten

ancient mythology

31. Follow orders
33. Deep ravine

8. Supermarket chain
9. Domain name

10. Semitic peoples
11. Designs anew

15. Cool!
17. Bank employee
23. A type of fever

animal

CLUES ACROSS
1. Streetcar 35. Perfumery practice
5. Take __ ofit! 37. Indian film director Sultan
10. SW Asia peninsula 38. Member of U.S. Navy
12. Beating wings to escape from a 40. Wing-like
perch 41. Very fast airplane

22. One point east (clockwise) of due 52. Indigenous person of Thailand
north 53. Combined
23. The god of the underworld in 55. Container

25. Dirt 57. Thou

26. Superconducting super collider 58. Return a favor

27. Not good 63. Go over once more
28. A way to sink 65. Removed

30. Unwell 66. “Silence of the

CLUES DOWN

1. Children’s game 29. Aspirations

2. Relative biological effectiveness 32. Baby's eating accessory
(abbr.) 34. Actress Thurman

3. Own (Scottish) 35. Turn into bone

4. Female follower of Bacchus 36. One who saves you

5. Subsides 39. Consume

6. Protects from weather

7. Spanish municipality

13. City associated with Jesus 49. Greek war dance

18. Central nervous system
21. Standardized piece of text 60. Naturally occurring solid material

24, Baglike structure in a plant or 62. Post-burning residue
64. Elevated railroad

27. Threaten persistently

42, Slang for cigarette

44, Most cars still need it
45. Political war chest

48. Cools down

50. Diminish toward one end

56. Expression of satisfaction

67. Comedian Rogen

40, Swiss river

43. A part of a river where the current
is very fast

44, Categories

46. Expressed amazement

47. It's important in respiration (abbr.)

51. Bland, semi-liquid food
54. Regard in a specified way
59, Taxi

61. Feline

m
L i K 0]

o

tobring anine-by-13-  Center,

4 Dresser

club@gmail.com.

REAL ESTATE

Charlton

$676,000, 34-A Worcester
Rd, Abaskhiroun, Essam A,
to Sawiras, Maged.

$625,000, 443 Worcester
Rd, D & L Ventures LLC, to
443 Worcester Road LLC.

$100,000, 0-A Young,
Sinkus, Algimantas, and
Sinkus, Silvestras, to
Lozoraitis, Helen V, and
Lozoraitis, Jean P.

$60,000, 4 Berry Corner
Rd, Gauthier, John Paul, and
Gauthier, John, to Bushe,
Sean D.

SOUTHBRIDGE

$676,000, 34-A Worcester

Rd, Abaskhiroun, Essam A,
to Sawiras, Maged.

$625,000, 443 Worcester
Rd, D & L Ventures LLC, to
443 Worcester Road LLC.

$100,000, 0-A Young,
Sinkus, Algimantas, and
Sinkus, Silvestras, to
Lozoraitis, Helen V, and
Lozoraitis, Jean P.

$60,000, 4 Berry Corner
Rd, Gauthier, John Paul, and
Gauthier, John, to Bushe,
Sean D.

STURBRIDGE

$350,000, 5 Hinman St
#4, Laslocky, Carolyn V, to
Vincent, Sarah Joy.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter o Glassware eSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing ¢« Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

TOPLACE AN AD

WITH STONEBRIDGE PRESS:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE
MIKAELA VICTOR

(774) 200-7308
mikacla@stonebridgepress.news
LEGAL NOTICES:

(508) 909-4127
legals@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103
kerri@stoncbridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
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E-MAIL
obits@stoncbridgepress.news

CALL: 508-909-4149

OR send to Stonebridge Ppress

P.0. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
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TO SUBMIT A LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

E-MAIL: news@stoncbridgepress.news
OR send to Stonebridge Press,
P.0. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550”

The Sturbridge Villager (USPS#024-955) is published weekly by Stonebridge Press, Inc., 25 Elm St.,
Southbridge, MA 01550. Periodical postage paid at Southbridge, MA and additional mailing office(s).
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Stonebridge Press P. O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550.
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OPEN 10 CLOSE

SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8 am.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 am.-12 p.m.

JAcoB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 am.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25 will
be our last open Saturday until Labor
Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ......oceveeererrerreereens 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday ....coooveveeieenineneeeseseenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org

POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................... 8 am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office ....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............ (800) 275-8777
ScHooLS

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon — Thurs 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

¢ Central Baptist Church
256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
¢ Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
¢ Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road,
248-4488 www.charltonbaptist.org,
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
¢ Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St. 248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale
(508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm. Daily
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
*Elm Street Congregational Church,
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone: 508-764-8085 ¢ Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
*Faith Baptist Church,
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
Phone number 508-764-6132,
Worship Service: Sunday 10::00 a.m.
¢ St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862,
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
¢ Assemblies of God Southern New England District
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
¢ Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street -
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
¢ New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
¢ Federated Church of Sturbridge and
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
* Bethlehem Lutheran Church-
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
* Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
*Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
*St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 & 8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church
(508) 765-3701
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Brookfield Cemetery, Tantasqua Chestnut

Project team up for chance to

bring a long-lost species to historic grounds

BROOKFIELD
— Students and
teachers of the
Tantasqua Chestnut
Project  recent-
ly teamed up
with officials of
the Brookfield
Cemetery for a
chance to bring new
life to the historic
burial grounds.

The first seeds of
potentially  blight
resistant, regional-
ly adapted chestnut
trees, developed by
students over the
past 10 years in the
school’s near 200-
tree orchard were
chosen and planted
by students across
five locations in the
Cemetery’s new-
est burial block.
American chestnut
trees, likely pres-
ent throughout the
Town of Brookfield
before the turn of
the last century, fell
victim to a dead-
ly fungus that was
accidently

imported to the
U.S.

The Brookfield
Cemetery plantings
mark the Tantasqua
Chestnut Project’s
10-year anniversa-
ry and a possible
rebirth of the iconic
American chestnut
tree amongst the
hallowed graves
of those who cer-
tainly knew the tree
in centuries past.
The plantings will
be monitored over
time by students
and teachers of the
Project and evalu-
ated for health and
vigor. With some
luck, and perhaps
a replacement or
two as needed, the
Town of Brookfield
may become host
to the first healthy
American chestnut
trees in the area for
over 100 years. In
celebration of the
cemetery plantings

and

the 10th anni-
versary of the
Tantasqua Chestnut
Project, students
and teachers will
be making a spe-
cial public presen-
tation. Join them at
the Merrick Library
in Brookfield on
Thursday, May 28,
at 7 pm. to look
back into history at
the rise and fall of
a socially and envi-
ronmentally import-
ant species, and
understand its pos-
sible return at the
hands of thousands
of dedicated scien-
tists, including the
students and teach-
ers of the Tantasqua
Chestnut Project.

History of the
tree and its downfall

More than a cen-
tury ago, American
chestnut trees, the
“Redwoods of the
East,” were one of
the dominant forest
species in Eastern
forests of the U.S.
It is estimated that
a quarter of the
total community of
Eastern forest trees
was composed of
American chestnut.
Their abundance,
paired with their
value as a com-
mon timber and
food product led
to the old saying,
“American chestnut
takes a person from
cradle to grave.”
Unfortunately, just
after the turn of
the last century, a
devastating blight
arrived in the

United  States.
Four billion
American chestnut
trees, inhabitants
of our forests for
40 million years,
were wiped out in
a mere 40. Today,
American chestnut
trees are functional-
ly extinct, a thwart-

ed remnant smol-
dering in the under-
story of our Eastern
forests, unable to
fulfill their historic
ecological or social
role.

History of the
effort to save it

Since the begin-
ning of the demise
of the American
chestnut tree, those
who loved and val-
ued it worked to
save it. Attempts
ranged from simple
to heroic but in the
end, none sufficed
to stop the spread
of the disease, nor
revitalize what had
already been lost.
It seemed that the
cause was hopeless.
In 1983, more than
30 years after the
last hold-out trees
succumbed to the
blight, a group of
scientists and lay
people, guided by
corn geneticist,
Charles Burnham
and Nobel Prize
winning plant
breeder, Norman
Borlaug, set out on
a new path, to breed
a tree able to defend
itself against the
blight.

The Tantasqua
Chestnut  Project
and  Brookfield
Cemetery

On June 1, 2011,
an EF3 tornado
tore a swath of
destruction across
38 miles and many
local communities,
from Westfield to
Charlton. Homes
were  destroyed,
forests lay in ruin,
but quietly, as the
dust settled, a sil-
ver lining began to
emerge amongst
the wreckage of the
forests. Bright sun-
light reached all the
way to the ground
amidst the tangle.
Blighted  native

American chestnut
trees that had been
withering in the
shade of the under-
story for more than
100 years instantly
began to grow, old
roots still intact.
Though still under
siege by the blight,
they reached for
the sky, temporarily
relieved

of the wusual
pressure of their
competitors, and
bathed in light, they
began to flower.
Discovered on the
slopes of Mt. Ella
in Monson’s Flynt
Park, these unex-
pected trees became
the center of a
school project that
has made a real-life,
long-term science
project accessible to
over 3000 students
to date, many of
whom have dedi-
cated their time to
it outside of school
hours as members
of the Tantasqua
Chestnut Club.
With support from
the national and
local level of the
American Chestnut
Foundation

and the MA/
RI Chapter, along
with an invaluable
partnership with the
RePlanting Monson
Tree Committee and
the Monson Parks
and Recreation
Department, stu-
dents and teachers
from  Tantasqua
Junior High have
spent the past 10
years as part of the
modern effort to
save the species.

They used the
window of oppor-
tunity opened by
the 2011 tornado to
cross breed hybrid,
potentially  blight
resistant American
chestnut trees
developed by the
American Chestnut
Foundation with

native flowering
chestnut trees at
the Monson site.
The resulting seeds,
potentially  blight
resistant and region-
ally adapted to the
New England cli-
mate, were harvest-
ed and planted in
a research orchard
at Tantasqua
Junior High. The
trees planted in
the Brookfield
Cemetery are the
“grandchildren”
of those original
natives from the
mountain, the first
offspring to be har-
vested from the
Tantasqua orchard
since it began 10
years ago.

About the
Tantasqua Chestnut
Project

The Tantasqua
Chestnut  Project
was founded by
a group of stu-
dents and teachers
who were inspired
by the might of a
struggling species
which has lasted
in our forests for
over 120 years at
a severe handi-
cap caused by the
ever-present chest-
nut blight. With the
opportunity created
by the 2011 tor-
nado, the decision
to join the effort
to save a species
became a no-brain-
er. With open minds
and a willingness
to work together to
figure out what to
do first, and sec-
ond, and third...stu-
dents and teachers
of the Project have
worked together,
to develop what
we now call the
Tantasqua Chestnut
Project. The Project
has evolved to focus
on three pillars of
effort; 1. Contribute
to the development
of a chestnut tree

Dementia Friendly Charlton
hosting brunch

CHARLTON —
Dementia Friendly
Charlton will be
hosting a morning
brunch for those
living with demen-
tia and their care
partners on June
13 from 10:30
a.m. to noon at the
Charlton Federated
Church, 64 Main St.,
Charlton.

This event will
be welcoming, low-
key, and flexible,

recognizing  that
social outings can
be challenging for
those with a dement-
ing illness. The meal
will be buffet, with
self-seating  and
plenty of table space.

To help us plan,
please register your
interest in attend-
ing before June 8.

Recognizing  that
unexpected  situ-
ations may arise,

cancellations can be

made up to the morn-
ing of the event. To
register, cancel, or
for questions: phone
(508-248-5550 at the
Charlton Federated
Church) or email:
dementiafriendly-
charlton@gmail.
com. Please provide
name and number of
attendees. There is
no cost to attend this
event. Donations are
welcome to help sup-
port our organization.

Dementia
Friendly Charlton
is a non-profit orga-
nization which sup-
ports  individuals
with dementia as
well as their families
and caregivers. We
work to raise aware-
ness and understand-
ing of dementia
through educational
programs,  com-
munity events and
encouragement of
dementia-friendly

Charlton local named to PennWest
Universitys spring Deans List

CALIFORNIA,
Pa. — Sawyer
Ayotte of Charlton
was named
to PennWest
University's spring
2026 Dean's List.

Ayotte, a
PennWest Clarion
student who is

studying Exercise
Science, was
among more than
2,800 outstanding
PennWest students
recognized  for
superior academ-
ic  performance

during the spring
semester.

To be eligible
for the Dean's

List, degree-seek-
ing undergradu-
ate students must
earn a minimum

semester GPA of
3.4 while taking
at least 12 graded
credits.

businesses. Visit our
site on the town of
Charlton Web site
(townofcharlton.net)
and/or our Facebook
page for more infor-
mation.

that can resume
its ecological role
in Eastern forests.
2. Contribute to
the re-establish-
ment of American
chestnut trees
within our region.
3. Contribute to
the public under-
standing of this
ecological issue.
The successes of
the Project have
been made possi-
ble through a net-
work of community
supporters includ-
ing the Tantasqua
School Committee
and  administra-
tion, the Tantasqua
Education

Foundation, the
American Chestnut
Foundation, and
wonderful  part-

nerships with the
RePlanting Monson
Tree Committee,
the Monson Parks
and Recreation
Department, and
now the Brookfield
Cemetery
Commission.

Last day to register to

vote in Southbridge

election June 9

SOUTHBRIDGE
— The Town
Clerk’s office advis-
es all residents that
the last day to reg-
ister to be eligible
to vote in the local

election to be held
Tuesday, June 9 is
Friday, May 29.

The Town Clerk’s
office will be open
from 8 am. to 5
p.m.

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.
Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

B+UI'L+D+E*R

*‘REMODELING

EXPERT

*PROFESSIONAL

INSTALLED
‘WINDOWS AND SIDING . .
®

774-230-3967
Quality Building Since 1985

/"'""!

HARVEY

WINDOWS

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS ¢ ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING
4 ROOFING 4 DECKS$ WINDOWS ¢ DOORS ¢ AUTHORIZED HARVEY DEALER
¢ LicENSED & INSURED ¢ HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE

«Capstone

Planning

www.thecapstone.group

Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

GREENDALE

PHYSICAL

440 Washington St./Rt. 20
508-426-8066 - greendalept.com

THERAPY

If you're interested E
in becoming a
patient of our new
Auburn office scan to .
receive more info. E J

gﬁ; ol

Where you don't have to be an Olympic athlete to be treated like one.

What should you do in the new year? Get your “estate
needs in order”. No one likes to talk about death, that is
why you should have everything done in advance. Make
sure your hard-earned money and investments are left to
those you want. Call me for a free consultation. Also, han-
dling all types of real estate matters.

Cournoyer & Cournoyer, P.C.
Attorney Don Cournoyer, Jr.
Cell: 508-868-7943
don @cournoyerlaw.net

[—
VIsA

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA:

SPRING
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Fully Insured




4 *STONEBRIDGE PRESSe

Thursday-Friday, May 28-29, 2026

www .StonebridgePress.com

STONEBRIDGE |
PrESs |/

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898
Fax (508) 764-8015

www.StonebridgePress.com

FRANK G. CHILINSKI

PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER
BRENDAN BERUBE

EpITOR

Teaching
patience, strategy
and community

In an era when so much of childhood
is spent swiping screens, rushing from
one distraction to the next, there is
something quietly remarkable about a
room full of young people sitting across
from one another over a chessboard.

That is exactly what has been hap-
pening at the Jacob Edwards Library
in Southbridge, where the Southbridge
Chess Club continues to grow under
the leadership of Benjamin Marinelli
and his fellow instructors. The club
may seem simple on the surface, but its
impact on the community reaches far
beyond the black-and-white squares of
a chessboard.

Chess is one of those rare activities
that manages to be both deeply indi-
vidual and strongly communal at the
same time. Every player must think
independently, solve problems, and
make decisions alone. Yet every game
also requires respect for another person
sitting across the table. Players learn
patience. They learn discipline. They
learn humility when they lose and grace
when they win.

Those are lessons that matter at any
age, but especially for children and
teenagers trying to navigate an increas-
ingly noisy and distracted world.

What makes the Southbridge Chess
Club especially valuable is that it exists
in a truly public and welcoming space.
The Jacob Edwards Library has long
served as more than a building filled
with books. It has become one of the
area’s most important gathering places
for learning, creativity and community
connection. Programs like the chess
club reinforce the role libraries con-
tinue to play in modern life. They are
not relics of the past. They are active
centers of civic life.

The club also reflects the impor-
tance of local volunteers and mentors
who quietly dedicate years to helping
others. Marinelli has spent more than
five years teaching chess at the library,
sharing not only technical skills but
also enthusiasm and encouragement.
Co-instructor Shielding Cournoyer’s
efforts to encourage more girls and chil-
dren to participate is equally important.
Chess has historically been seen as an
exclusive or intimidating activity by
some young people. Expanding access
helps ensure more children feel wel-
come at the table.

That kind of mentorship can have a
lasting effect. A child may arrive at the
library unsure of themselves, nervous
about trying something new, or strug-
gling to connect socially. A few games
later, they may discover confidence,
friendship, and a sense of belonging.

It is also worth recognizing that chess
offers something increasingly rare today:
the opportunity to slow down and think
carefully before acting. Every move has
consequences. Rash decisions are often
punished. Patience is rewarded. Those
lessons extend naturally into everyday life.

The use of tools like ChessKid.com
also shows how traditional activities
can adapt successfully to modern tech-
nology. The goal is not to reject tech-
nology altogether, but to use it thought-
fully in ways that encourage learning
and interaction rather than isolation.

Southbridge has always benefited
from residents willing to invest their
time and energy into programs that
strengthen the community. Sometimes
those efforts happen on athletic fields or
in civic organizations. Sometimes they
happen quietly around folding tables in
a library meeting room.

The Southbridge Chess Club is a
reminder that meaningful community
building does not always require massive
budgets or grand facilities. Sometimes it
begins with a few dedicated people, a
welcoming public space, and a willing-
ness to teach the next generation.

In communities everywhere, there is
frequent discussion about how to help
young people build resilience, focus,
and confidence. Programs like this
already provide part of the answer.
They create opportunities for learning,
friendship and personal growth while
bringing generations together around a
shared challenge.

That is a move worth celebrating.

OPINION

Five questions that could

change how you see retirement

Saving for retirement is
important, but it's only part
of the picture. If you're with-
in five to 10 years of your
target retirement date, it's
time to start thinking about
what you actually want your
retirement to look like. After
all, getting to retirement isn't
the end goal — it's what you
want to do once you're there
that matters.

Start by asking yourself
these five questions.

FINANCIAL
Focus

like proximity to family,
access to health care, cost
of living and climate.
What will your retire-
ment lifestyle cost? It’s not
uncommon for retirees to
discover that their travel,
entertainment or leisure

TREVOR
NIELSEN

expenses were higher than
expected. The more active
and involved you plan to
be, the more you will likely
need to budget.

When do you want to
retire? The age at which you
retire matters more than you may real-
ize. Retiring early sounds appealing,
but it means saving more and having
less time to do it. It can also create gaps
in health care coverage and income
before key benefits kick in. For exam-
ple, Social Security benefits can begin
at 62, but at a reduced amount. Full
benefits are available between ages 66
and 67, depending on birth year, and
waiting until 70 means the maximum
benefit. Medicare doesn't start until age
65, and penalty-free withdrawals from
retirement accounts generally aren't
allowed until age 59%.

For couples, timing gets even more
complicated. Staggering retirement
dates can sometimes maximize bene-
fits; in other cases, retiring at the same
time works better.

A financial advisor can help you sort
through these decisions and find the

approach that makes the most sense for
your situation.

How do you want to spend your time
in retirement? Many new retirees are
surprised to find that having unlimited
free time feels disorienting rather than
freeing. Thinking ahead about how to
fill the days with meaningful activity
— whether that's travel, volunteering,
pursuing hobbies or spending more
time with family — can make the transi-
tion smoother.

It helps to sketch out what a typical
week, month or even first year might
look like. If there are big gaps, it's
worth thinking now about what might
fill them in rewarding ways.

Where do you want to live as a retir-
ee? Some retirees stay put, while others
downsize or relocate entirely. Either
way, it's wise to consider whether a
chosen location will work well as you
get older, taking into account factors

Does your retirement
involve  giving  back?
Retirement often brings

both the time and motivation to be
more generous. Whether the goal is
helping family members, donating to
charity, or volunteering in the commu-
nity, it's worth defining those goals and
building them into an overall plan.
Now that your vision is taking shape,
turn it into a plan. Work with your
financial advisor to align your savings
with the life you want — and revisit
that plan as your priorities evolve so
your retirement keeps pace with you.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-
347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, Member
SIPC.

The last real waiting rooms

The other
morning, I found
myself sitting
in a small-town

Massachusetts
waiting room with
six other people

and absolutely
nothing to do.
No television

blaring headlines

[LANTERNS ALONG
MAIN STREET

be slipping away
around the edges.
We used to talk
to strangers more.
Not deeply. Not
dramatically. We
weren’t  pouring
our souls out in
the hardware store
aisle. But there
was an understand-

nobody asked for.
No giant digital
screen  flashing
advertisements for
prescription drugs
with side effects
worse than the original illness. No
music pounding through hidden ceiling
speakers.

Just silence.

Well...not complete silence.

There was the occasional page turn-
ing from a woman reading a paperback
novel. Somebody coughing politely
into a handkerchief. A coffee machine
making tired little gurgling noises in
the corner. Rain tapping against the
windows.

And every single person in that room
was pretending not to notice each other
while secretly noticing everybody.

New Englanders are specialists at
that.

The gentleman across from me wore
a Red Sox cap that had clearly survived
several presidential administrations.
One woman had one of those enor-
mous handbags that probably contained
everything short of snow tires and
jumper cables. An older fellow near

Letter submission
polic

Letters to the Editor must include
the author’s name, address, and a
daytime phone number for purpos-
es of verification in order to be
considered for publication. Only
the author’s name and the town in
which they reside will be published.
Letters submitted without all of the
required information will not be
accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements
and decency standards, and any sub-
mission may be rejected at any time
for any reason he or she might deem
appropriate.

By CHARLES

the door kept folding and unfolding his
umbrella like he was trying to solve a
puzzle.

Nobody spoke for nearly 15 minutes.

Then, as always happens in small
towns eventually, somebody cracked
first.

A woman looked out the window at
the rain and sighed, “Well, I guess the
gardens needed it.”

That was it. The opening pitch.

Within two minutes, the entire room
had become a committee on tomatoes.

One man said his plants were late this
year. Another insisted you shouldn’t put
them out before Memorial Day no mat-
ter what the weather says. Somebody
else brought up rabbits. Then chip-
munks. Then how nobody can keep
woodchucks out of anything anymore.

And suddenly the room wasn’t quiet
anymore.

People laughed.

People nodded.

The fellow with the umbrella told
a story about his grandfather cover-
ing tomato plants with old bed sheets
during a June frost back in 1962. The
woman with the giant handbag offered
everybody butterscotch candies from
somewhere deep inside it like a magi-
cian pulling scarves from a hat.

For 20 minutes, nobody looked at a
phone.

I noticed that afterward.

Not because phones are evil. Lord
knows I use one often enough myself.
My son can somehow pay bills, check
the weather, order dinner, and watch a
baseball game all on one little screen.
Meanwhile I still occasionally press
the flashlight button accidentally and
spend five minutes wondering why my
pocket’s glowing.

But there was something comforting
about that waiting room conversation
because it reminded me of an older
kind of American life that seems to

ing that if you sat
beside somebody
long enough, even-
tually one of you
would mention the
weather, the roads,
the Red Sox, or how expensive blue-
berries have gotten.

And from there, conversation simply
happened.

I worry sometimes that younger folks
are losing those tiny everyday inter-
actions that quietly hold communities
together.

Not friendships exactly.

Something smaller than friendship,
but important all the same.

Recognition.

Familiarity.

The sense that you belong among
other human beings instead of merely
passing beside them.

A town isn’t only buildings and
roads. It’s thousands of little moments
where people acknowledge each oth-
er’s existence. Holding doors. Waving
from pickup trucks. Talking about gar-
dens in waiting rooms.

That’s the glue.

You remove enough of those ordi-
nary moments and eventually people
begin feeling lonely without quite
understanding why.

I don’t think most of us need giant
solutions nearly as much as we need
small reminders that we still live along-
side one another.

A conversation about tomato plants
can do more good than people realize.

Eventually the nurse called my name,
and as I stood up, the fellow in the Red
Sox cap nodded toward the rain outside
and said, “Good soaking rain, anyway.”

Everybody murmured agreement like
members of a town council.

I smiled all the way down the hall-
way.

And I thought afterward that maybe
the last real community centers in
America aren’t fancy places at all.

Maybe they’re ordinary waiting
rooms where strangers still talk about
gardens while the rain falls outside.
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“Mangia, Meatballs and Murder”

comes to Casaubon Senior Center

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Delvena
Theatre Company will be present-
ing “Mangia, Meatballs and Murder”
at the Casaubon Senior Center, 153
Chestnut St., Southbridge on Tuesday,
June 16, at 1 p.m.

Who dunnit? An exciting, live,
comedic, interactive murder mystery
performance set in Luigi’s Ristorante
featuring Lynne Moulton, Joseph
Zamparelli and Fran Baron in multiple
roles. Come put your “super sleuth”
on — having much fun along the way.
Token prizes will be awarded.

The Delvena Theatre Company
has been doing to-go shows for the
last several years at various venues
throughout the New England area.
The Company was founded in 1992,
and prior to “going on the road” per-
formed at different locations through-
out Massachusetts, most often at the
Boston Center for the Arts. Delvena
was nominated for five Independent
Reviewers of New England awards.
Its production of “Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?” was on Theatre
Mirror's Best List for acting, direct-

Actors sought for living

history cemetery tour!

BRIMFIELD — As part of
Brimfield’s 250th celebration of the
American Revolution, a living history
cemetery tour is being planned for June
13. The tour includes powerful stories
of the men who left home to serve in
the patriot cause and the families they
left behind. Registration details to fol-
low.

Organizers are seeking a male actor
to portray a notable Brimfield resident
whose family sent fourteen men to
fight for freedom. Narrators, who will
read short graveside scripts, are also
needed. Contact Sue DeBruin through
the Friends of Historic Brimfield at
(413) 239-0288 to lend your talents and
make history come alive!

ing and production. Presentations of
“Anna Weiss” and “Beyond Therapy”
were included on Theatre Mirror's best
play list and 'Blue Heart' was placed
on Aisle Say's best list.

“Mangia Meatballs and Murder” is
supported in part by a grant from

the Southbridge Cultural Council, a
local agency which is supported by
the Massachusetts Cultural Council,
a state agency. For more information,
call the Senior Center at (508) 764-
1469.

Rachel Gormley of Chariton

named to Western Carolina

University Chancellor’s List

CULLOWHEE, N.C. — Rachel
Gormley of Charlton has been named
to the Spring 2026 Chancellor's List
at Western Carolina University. To
qualify for this honor, students must
achieve a GPA of 3.8 or higher.
Students named to the Chancellor's
list are also named to the Dean's List.

As the westernmost institution in the
University of North Carolina System,
WCU attracts students from around
the globe for its nationally ranked
programs, affordability through NC
Promise and exceptional student sup-

port. Recognized as a top adventure
college and surrounded by the Blue
Ridge and Great Smoky Mountains,
students can explore the region's vast
natural diversity through unrivaled
experiential learning and recreational
activities. Offering residential, hybrid
and online programs for undergrad-
uate and graduate degrees at our
main campus in Cullowhee, WCU in
Asheville located at Biltmore Park,
and wherever students are through
distance learning.

Community
Connection

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 * FAX: 508-347-6985

VISIT OUR STORE FOR

WEEKLY SPECIALS!
i

Covmies JENELERS

WE BUY GOLD

Trusted with

Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and
more since 1947!

—

42 Gentral St, Southbridge MA

(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

\orin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing

in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs

MASTER JEWELERS™ E' =

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

508-248.9797 ropane

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE MEPRGL  Tanks Filled

PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

(L — $4.99 301-500....0r0e 225 0 80%
5075 uvssuveees $3.49 500 PLUS. .$2.10 ]
76-150..0.vrr. $2.95 Duel FUEl e $375  Driver
151-300.........$2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Tuesday price 5/19/26 was 34_59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” ﬂ y
.le -i

*prices subject to change

e E

rse EumbeRCosiinc
Building Materials & Supplies h

Lumber ¢ Insulation * Mouldings
Drywall * Ceilings * Flooring
Hardware * Cements * Siding * Roofing

# Windows ¢ Doors * Concrete Block

- Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn e Dimension Lumber
Boards * Timbers * Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

—

Toll Free ] cB00-764-323 1\ gU

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

For

Advertising
Information

Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988

Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
Buy What You Like And I Will Install.

Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

Community
Connection

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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June events at Charlton Public Library

For further details and to register
for programs, please visit our website
(charltonlibrary.org).

Additional parking is available across
the street at Town Hall and at the
Elementary School.

The library will open at 1 pm on
Wednesday, June 17.

The library will be closed Friday,
June 19. The library is closed Saturdays.

Movies @ the Library

All showings are on Tuesdays at 1:00
pm ONLY unless noted - Dexter Hall -
no registration required.

June 2: THE BIRDCAGE. A gay cou-
ple, Armand and Albert, are challenged
to play it straight when Armand's son
brings home his fiancée---the daughter
of an ultraconservative senator. 1996.
Rated R. 117 minutes.

June 9: THE EYES OF TAMMY
FAYE. Husband and wife duo Tammy
Faye and Jim Bakker develop a reli-
gious broadcasting network, ushering
bright and vivid televangelism into the
1980s. However, rumors of sexual mis-
conduct and poor financial choices stall
their meteoric rise, pushing the couple
and their messaging into infamy. 2021.
Rated PG-13. 126 minutes.

June 16: THE PATRIOT. Peaceful
farmer Benjamin Martin is driven to
lead the Colonial Militia during the
American Revolution when a sadistic
British officer murders his son. 2000.
Rated R. 165 minutes.

June 23: HAMILTON. Presenting
the tale of American founding father
Alexander Hamilton, this filmed ver-
sion of the original Broadway smash
hit is the story of America then, told by
America now. 2020. Rated PG-13. 160
minutes.

June 30: NATIONAL TREASURE.
A modern-day fortune hunter races to
find an ancient treasure hidden by the
Founding Fathers. 2004. Rated PG. 131
minutes.

Play Games!

Mondays, June 1 (Cribbage), 8
(party games), 15 (Cribbage), 22 (party
games), 29 (Cribbage) 12:30-2:00 pm
- Community Meeting Room - no reg-
istration required. Beginners and expe-
rienced players are welcome! Join us
to play an old favorite or learn a new
game!

Learn Microsoft Word Basics*

Monday, June 1, 1:00-2:30 pm - Local
History Room - registration required

Join us today to learn about Microsoft
Word! We'll start at the very beginning
and walk you through all the basics
like: opening, editing, and saving a file;
changing text style (font, color, size,
etc.); keyboard shortcuts;

inserting an image, link, or non-stan-
dard text/symbols; adding a comment;
finding text in a document; using num-
bering and bullets. Join us for a fol-
low-up class to learn more advanced
Microsoft Word skills on Monday, June
8.

Drop-in Tech Help* - Local History
Room - no registration required

Tuesdays, June 2, 9, 16 from 4:30-
5:30 pm; Tuesday, June 30 from 3:30-
6:00 pm

Do you have a few quick ques-
tions about technology? Would you
like to learn how to use apps like
Libby or Kanopy? Drop in and speak
with Charlton Library's Digital Skills
Instructor and get the dedicated support
you need. If you will need more than 15
minutes of tech help, please make a one-
on-one appointment. We cannot assist
with setting up a new device; fixing/
restoring/repairing a broken or infected
device, app, or email account; entering
sensitive information for you (e.g. cred-

it card information, social security num-
ber, online banking, etc.); keyboarding,
typing, or proofreading documents. We
cannot provide medical, legal, and busi-
ness advice or opinions.

Hotspots 101*

Tuesday, June 2, OR Thursday, June
4, 6:00-7:00 pm - Local History Room -
registration required

Need internet access on the go? Join
us to learn how to borrow and use a
mobile hotspot from the Charlton Public
Library. This quick, beginner-friendly
workshop will walk you through how
hotspots work, how to connect your
devices, and tips for using them while
traveling or at home. We’ll also cover
borrowing guidelines and hotspot con-
sideration. Perfect for anyone looking
to stay connected—no tech experience
needed!

Revolutionary Fashion

Tuesday, June 2, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Dexter Hall - registration required

Join us as living history interpreter,
Audrey Stuck-Girard, brings the world
of Revolutionary-era fashion to life
through her unique blend of historical
research and theatrical craftsmanship.
Drawing on her background in theatrical
design, clothing construction, and hair-
dressing, Audrey will speak at length on
the hair, wigs, and fashion of the New
England American Revolution period.

Better Read Than Dead Book Club

Wednesday, June 3, 11:00-12:00 -
Local History Room - no registration
required

Do you love true crime? So do we!
Join us for a monthly meet up to dis-
cuss entertaining and fascinating details
about true crimes (no meetings in July
& August). The book will be available
at the adult circulation desk one month
prior to the meeting. This month we will
discuss The Disquieting Death of Emma
Gill by Marcia Biederman.

Dementia Friendly Charlton Meeting

Wednesday, June 3, 2:30-3:30 pm -
Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required, all welcome.

Young Scientists Stem Program

Thursday, June 4, 10:15-11:00 am -
Storytime Room - registration required

Join us for a free in-person “Young
Scientists” series facilitated by STEM
Beginnings and hosted by the Charlton
Public Library. Children, ages 3-6, with
a parent/caregiver, will learn STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math) concepts through hands-on
activities, storytime, and simple exper-
iments. Parents/caregivers are encour-
aged to help their child and join in the
fun. Siblings are welcome and must
be supervised. Registration is required.
Space is limited to 12 children, ages
3-6. “Young Scientists” is sponsored
by the YMCA Family & Community
Partnership (YFCP), a Massachusetts
Coordinated Family and Community
Engagement (CFCE) Grant program
funded by the Department of Early
Education & Care and awarded to the
YMCA of Central Massachusetts.

Threaded Together Fiber Arts Group
(formerly Silver Needles Knit & Crochet
Group)

Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 pm - Local
History Room - no registration required

Bring your current project and relax
with friends. All are welcome regardless
of skill level.

One-on-One Tech Help*

Thursdays, June 4, 11, 25 at 4:00 or
5:00 pm - Local History Room - regis-
tration required

Do you have a more complicated
question than we can cover during
Drop-in Tech Help? Would you like

Family Dining & Gift Guide

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

to learn some basic email or inter-
net skills? Make a one-on-one appoint-
ment with the Charlton Library's Digital
Skills Instructor and get up to 60 min-
utes of dedicated support. We cannot
assist with setting up a new device;
fixing/restoring/repairing a broken or
infected device, app, or email account;
entering sensitive information for you
(e.g., credit card information, social
security number, online banking, etc.);
keyboarding, typing, or proofreading
documents. We cannot provide medical,
legal, or business advice or opinions.

How to do Genealogy Without
Breaking the Bank

Thursday, June 4, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required

This month we will have genealogist
Sara Campbell as a virtual guest speak-
er on How to do Genealogy Without
Breaking the Bank. The number of gene-
alogy websites, organizations, and pub-
lications can be daunting. This session
explores techniques to save money on
subscriptions and genealogy education.
Learn how to find free resources, how
to take advantage of trial memberships,
and how to target your genealogy dol-
lars. The Charlton Library Genealogy
Group is a friendly group of people who
share an interest in genealogy. We meet
monthly on the first Thursday of the
month from 6-7:30 in the Community
Meeting Room. Meetings will alternate
between general discussion topics and
guest presenters. The meetings are free
and open to the public.

Puzzle Race

Thursday, June 4, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Dexter Hall - registration required

Can your team complete a jigsaw
puzzle faster than your friends and
neighbors? Each team will receive the
same 300 piece puzzle provided by the
library. The team that finishes first or
completes the most before time is called
wins! Adults, teens, and families with
children aged 8+ are welcome to partic-
ipate. Registration is required- only one
person from each team should register.
Teams can have up to six members.
Don't have a team? Email Betsy at per-
ryb@cwmars.org and we'll put together
a team of interested folks!

Gardening Tech at a Glance

Friday, June 5, 12:30-1:30 pm - Dexter
Hall - registration required

This is an introduction to a variety
of different types of technology used
in gardening, including some gadgets
and apps. Please note that this is not
a detailed step-by-step, “how-to” class
about setting up garden tech, or a class
about how to garden. This is for people
ages 60 and up. This Senior Planet from
AARP class is being offered through the
Senior Planet licensing program.

Lego Club

Friday, June 5, 3:30-4:30 pm
- Storytime Room - no registration
required

This is a drop-in program recom-
mended for ages 5-10.

Learn How to Host a Zoom Meeting

Monday, June 8, 10:30-12:30 pm -
Community Meeting Room - registra-
tion required

Are you interested in hosting a Zoom
meeting but don't know where to start?
In this class we'll walk through the
basics of hosting a Zoom meeting and
demonstrating the features available
with a basic, free Zoom account. This
class is for folks ages 60 and up. This
Senior Planet from AARP class is being
offered through the Senior Planet licens-
ing program.

Learn Microsoft Word Advanced
Skills*

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

CHARLIES

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 5/29 & SATURDAY 5/30

BRAISED
SHORT RIB

'Salem Cross InN,

RESTAURANT & TAVERN
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Comeonin
or a delicious
meal!

AFTER 5PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

il 508-885-4033

COI’dS www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

for Father’s Day

_ HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS
Thursdays- Sirloin Steak French Dip $20 ¢ Fridays- Whale’s Tale Fish & Chips $20

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com K1 (508)867-2345
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8

Now taking
reservations

Monday, June 8, 1:00-2:30 pm - Local
History Room - registration required

Join us today to learn some advanced
skills to use in Microsoft Word! We'll
cover: advanced formatting, image for-
matting, tables, mail merge, tracking
changes, and using links and bookmarks
within a file.

Friends of Charlton Public Library

Tuesday, June 9, 3:30-4:45 pm -
Community Meeting Room

The monthly meeting of the Friends
of Charlton Public Library. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

Getting started with Amazon*

Tuesday, June 9, OR Thursday, June
11, 6:00-7:00 pm - Local History Room
- registration required

Curious about shopping online but
not sure where to begin? This begin-
ner-friendly workshop will introduce
you to the basics of using Amazon to
browse, compare, and purchase items
with confidence. You’ll learn how to cre-
ate an account, search for products, read
reviews, spot good deals, and avoid com-
mon scams. We’ll also explore helpful
features like wish lists and Subscribe &
Save. Perfect for first-time online shop-
pers or anyone looking to shop smarter
and safer from home.

New England Hiking

Tuesday, June 9, 6:00-7:30 pm - Dexter
Hall - registration required

Join author Jeff Romano for a slide-
show presentation highlighting hiking
opportunities throughout New England.
The program will cover destinations in
all six states with a focus on itinerar-
ies featured in his latest guidebook, an
updated edition to 100 Classic Hikes
New England (June 2023). Jeff will share
advice, provide insights, and answer
questions on how and where to plan your
next hiking adventure. The presentation
will also include information on New
England wildflowers, birds, wildlife,
history, and conservation success stories.

Adult Craft: Diamond Art

Tuesday, June 9, 6:00-7:30 pm OR
Wednesday, June 10, 11:00-12:30 pm -
Community Meeting Room - registration
required

In this month's adult craft is an intro-
duction to Diamond Art! Diamond Art
is similar to paint-by-numbers, where
participants apply tiny, faceted resin
"diamonds" onto a numbered, adhesive
canvas. We will be starting small, with
one-sided magnetic flowers. For adults
and teens ages 13 and up.

Book Group @ the Senior Center

Wednesday, June 10, 10:30-11:30 am -
Senior Center @ Town Hall

The Senior Center Book Group meets
at the Senior Center at 10:30 am on
the second Wednesday of the month.
Everyone is welcome! We will discuss
Fuzz by Mary Roach. Books are avail-

Turn To LIBRARY page A7

Courtesy Photo

Students of all ages enjoy playing chess during a
class in the Reading Room at the Jacob Edwards
Library.

Courtesy Photo

Ben Marinelli explaining a chess move to Caleb
Morales.

CHESS

continued fromcpage Al

only because it is the
right thing to do, but
also because it helps
him become a better man. He values honor
and integrity and those principles are evident
in his work within the community. For more
information about the Southbridge Chess
Club, visit their Facebook page at www .face-
book.com/southbridgechessclub. To learn
more about Freemasonry or find a lodge near
you, visit massfreemasonary.org.
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able to pick up at the library one month
prior to the discussion date.

Taking & Organizing Photos*

Thursday, June 11, 12:30-1:30 pm -
Dexter Hall - registration required

In this class, we dive into the Camera
app on the iPhone, exploring different
features of the camera and adjustments
that can be made for taking pictures
in different settings. We also go into
Photos and discuss organizing photos
into albums. Registration is required.

Kids Yoga with Lindsey

Fridays, June 12 & 26, 4:00-4:30 pm
- Community Meeting Room - registra-
tion required

In these classes, we will practice
breathing techniques (pranayama), yoga
postures (asana), and more to help par-
ticipants connect with their bodies,
minds, and spirits. This focus invites
kids to recognize the ability to act and
behave mindfully with compassion, to
be brave, to know happiness, and to
find inner peace and calm. While yoga
helps build strength and flexibility, it
also helps develop techniques for han-
dling stress. Dress comfortably, and
bring water and a mat if you have one.
For ages 5-11. Registration is required
for each child. Caregivers may attend
with children, but do not need to reg-
ister. Classes are provided by Lindsey
Haantrella at Haantrella Healing.

CPL Book Discussion - Drive Your
Plow Over the Bones of the Dead by
Olga Tokarczuk

Thursday, June 11, 6:00-7:00 pm -
Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required

Books are available for checkout at
the adult circulation desk one month
prior to discussion.

EcoTarium Traveling
Animal Adaptations

Friday, June 12, 10:00-10:45 am -
Dexter Hall - registration required

The EcoTarium's Animal Adaptations
program is an interactive, educator-led
session in which participants explore how
animals survive through specialized struc-
tures and behaviors. The program features
live ambassador animals, such as snakes,
hedgehogs, or turtles, along with natural
history specimens, including pelts and
skulls. Best for ages 3 and older.

Program:

Outdoor Adventure Apps

Monday, June 15, 12:30-1:30 pm -
Dexter Hall - registration required

Join us for a lecture presentation that
will discuss a brief overview of a few
popular mobile apps for outdoor enthu-
siasts. Please note, this will not cover
step by step instructions for how to use
any of the apps. This is for people ages
60 and up. This Senior Planet from
AARP class is being offered through the
Senior Planet licensing program.

Learn Adobe Acrobat Basics*

Monday, June 15, 1:00-2:30 pm -
Local History Room - registration
required

Today we'll be walking you through
the basics of using Adobe Acrobat.
We'll cover: creating a PDF from a
Word file or image; creating one PDF
from multiple files; adding, reordering,
and removing pages; editing, adding
and removing comments; exporting a
PDF to a different file type.

Save it Smart!*

Tuesday, June 16, 6:00-7:00 pm,
OR Wednesday, June 24, 10:30-11:30
am - Local History Room - registra-
tion required. Confused about saving
files, photos, or important information
on your device? This beginner-friend-
ly workshop will teach you simple
and practical ways to save, organize,
and access your digital content. Learn
the difference between downloading
and saving, how to take screenshots,
what a PDF is, and how to choose
between cloud storage and device stor-
age. Perfect for anyone looking to build
confidence with everyday tech skills.

Author Talk: Walter Hersee

Tuesday, June 16, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Dexter Hall - registration required

Walter J. Hersee is a historian, writer,
and photographer based in Sturbridge.
His book, To Defend All That Is Dear,
documents for the first time the full
service of every known Sturbridge sol-
dier of the American Revolution. He
believes that "An unexpected benefit
of this research was demonstrating how
modern tools—many unavailable even
a few years ago—can uncover forgot-
ten service and correct long-standing
assumptions. Our town’s Honor Roll
had not been updated since the 1880s,
and many believed no changes were
possible. That belief has been proven
wrong."

Young Artists Collective

Thursday, June 18, 5:30-6:30 pm -
Storytime Room - registration required

Join the Young Artists Collective for

a relaxed, creative space where young
artists can experiment and grow. Each
month we’ll explore a different art
medium—from acrylic painting to oil
pastels and more—while giving kids
the freedom to create at their own pace.
Participants are encouraged to bring in
their own artwork or project to work
on, share, or get inspired alongside
other young creators. This program is
intended for children ages 8-12. Please
be mindful of the fact that messes and
stains may occur, so please dress appro-
priately.

Alzheimer’s
Group

Thursday, June 18, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required

The Alzheimer’s Support Network
Caregiver Support Group is led by
Alzheimer’s Care Professionals and
experienced caregivers. We offer
information, resources, and strategies
specific to caring for someone with
Alzheimer’s and other dementias along
with support for transitioning to dif-
ferent care settings. Co-sponsored by
Tri-Valley and Charlton Public Library.

Caregivers Support

Death Cafe

Thursday, June 18, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Dexter Hall - no registration required

A Death Café is a group directed
discussion of death with no agenda,
objectives or course of action, no set
conclusions and no judgement. Death
Cafés provide a safe environment to
gather, eat cake, drink tea or coffee, and
enjoy open-minded conversation about
dying and death. It is an opportunity to
share, explore and question our own per-
ceptions of death. It’s not a bereavement
session — just an open conversation
about a topic that we often find taboo.
You are welcome to share as much or
as little as you wish. The group meets
monthly on the third Thursday of the
month from 6-7:30 pm in Dexter Hall.
Questions? Email kwalker4@mac.com.
The Death Cafe model was developed
by Jon Underwood and Sue Barsky Reid,
based on the ideas of Bernard Crettaz.

How to Video Chat With Zoom

Monday, June 22, 10:30-11:45 am
- Community Meeting Room - registra-
tion required

This is a hands-on workshop in which
participants  will explore joining a
Zoom meeting and using meeting con-
trols as participants (not hosts) of the
meeting. If you've been curious about
using Zoom this class is for you!

This workshop is for people ages 60
and up. This Senior Planet from AARP
class is being offered through the Senior
Planet licensing program.

Basic Adobe Lightroom Classic*

Monday, June 22, 1:00-2:30 pm -
Local History Room - registration
required

Lightroom Classic is a software pro-
gram by Adobe that allows you to view,
manage, and edit digital photographs.

Sample skills to be covered: under-
standing the screen elements, managing
a photo library, using histograms, basic
presets — quick editing, editing photos,
all-over edits, cropping and aligning,
basic masking (editing part of a photo).

Calligraphy that inspired a nation:
Learn to write like America’s founders

Tuesday, June 23, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Dexter Hall - registration required

Who was the calligrapher that wrote
the Declaration of Independence? How
did they write during the American
Revolution? What tools did they use?
What lettering style? Can I write like
they did? We will explore these ques-
tions and more in this hands-on 90-min-
ute program with calligrapher, Debby
Reelitz. Participants will get the oppor-
tunity to write in script, use a dip nib
and ink and scribe a line from the
Declaration of Independence.

Spencer Art Reception

Tuesday, June 23, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required

The Community Room Gallery is
featuring the artwork of Pete and Linda
Spencer this month! Join us this evening
for a reception to meet the artists, view
the art, and enjoy some fellowship.
Everyone is welcome, no registration is
required.

Save it Smart!*

Wednesday, June 24, 10:30-11:30 am
- Local History Room - registration
required

Thursday, June 25, 6:00-7:00 pm
- Local History Room - registration
required

Confused about saving files, pho-
tos, or important information on your
device? This beginner-friendly work-
shop will teach you simple and practical
ways to save, organize, and access your
digital content. Learn the difference
between downloading and saving, how
to take screenshots, what a PDF is, and
how to choose between cloud storage
and device storage. Perfect for anyone
looking to build confidence with every-

day tech skills.

Taking and Editing Videos*

Wednesday, June 24, 12:30-1:30 pm
- Community Meeting Room - registra-
tion required

In this class, we learn to use the
Camera app to take videos. We explore
settings that can be changed to adjust
video quality and discuss how to take
different types of videos on the iPhone.
We also go into Photos to learn to edit
videos.

Movin’ On Up

Wednesday, June 24, 2:00-3:00 pm -
Dexter Hall - registration required

YMCA Family & Community
Partnership presents “Movin' On Up,”
a FREE Musical Puppet Show for chil-
dren transitioning to preschool, kin-
dergarten, and first grade in Fall 2026.
Families with children, ages 3-6, will
enjoy songs, movement, and laughs with
Tom Knight and his puppet pals. Every
registered child will receive a book to
take home. Registration opens on June
8th. This event is sponsored by YMCA
Family & Community Partnership
(YFCP), a Massachusetts Coordinated
Family and Community Engagement
(CFCE) grant funded by the Department
of Early Education & Care and awarded
to the YMCA of Central Massachusetts.

Kindness Rocks

Thursday, June 25, 2:00-3:00 pm -
Storytime Room - registration required

Join us in the Storytime Room to
paint a kindness-themed rock! We'll use
paint markers and Sharpies to make our
designs. This program is best for ages
6 and older, but younger children may
attend with an adult caregiver.

Registration is required.

CULE: Charlton Ukulele League &
Ensemble

Thursday, June 25, 6:00-8:00 pm -
Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required

This club is a FREE, fun, low stress
and entertaining way for adults 18+
to learn music together. You will be
guided by experienced musicians who
encourage you to find your own level
of achievement. Making music together
is the perfect antidote to the feeling that
you will never be able to play music.
You can! What's more you'll enjoy
the company of others. Any questions?
Email Rich at Cule5632@gmail.com.

Gentle Flow Yoga

Tuesday, June 25, 6:00-7:00 pm -
Dexter Hall - registration required

Breathe, stretch, and unwind in this
relaxing 60-minute yoga class. Perfect
for beginners and experienced yogis
alike, this class will blend gentle, mindful
movement with calming breathwork and
end in a deeply restful savasana. Bring a
mat, water bottle and any props. (Some
blocks and knee pads available). Led by
Erin Anderson — RYT-200 yoga instructor
and SEL facilitator. This program is for
adults and teens ages 13 and older.

Tiny Tots at Night

Thursday, June 25, 6:00-6:30 pm -
Storytime Room - registration required

This is an evening version of our Tiny
Tots program! Best for babies - age 3.
Includes songs, fingerplays, scarves,
shakers, music, books & free play!

Critical Thinking Discussion Group

Friday, June 26, 1:00-2:00 pm -
Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required

No experience with critical thinking
discussion groups is necessary. Books/
materials are available for checkout one
month prior to discussion. Questions?
Email saga3 @charter.net.

Children's Planting with Blackstone
Veggie Gardens

Monday, June 29, 10:00-11:00 am -
Dexter Hall - registration required

Join us for a fun gardening program
for kids! We will decorate pots, mix
soil, create labels, and plant sunflower
seeds. This program is for children ages
4-12. Registration is required. There
are 25 spaces available. Registration
instructions: Please register each child
separately. Only register children who
are attending and participating in the
program. Younger siblings who are not
participating should not be included on
the registration form.

Exploring Outdoor Photography*

Tuesday, June 30, 12:30-1:30 pm -
Community Meeting Room - registra-
tion required

Following an introduction where we
discuss photography concepts, we walk
to a preselected location to learn about
different photography techniques, such
as portrait mode, panoramic photos,
and more. We get hands-on practice
with the camera's different features,
then return to the classroom for a slide-
show of favorite photos. Registration is
required.

Intro to Canva*

Tuesday, June 30, 2:30-3:30 pm
- Local History Room - registration
required

Thursday, July 2,6:00-7:00 pm - Local
History Room - registration required

Unlock your creativity and bring
your ideas to life with Intro to Canva!
This beginner-friendly course is perfect
for anyone looking to create stunning
visual content without needing graphic
design experience. Whether you're a
student, small business owner, content
creator, or just someone who wants to
make eye-catching presentations, social
media posts, flyers, or resumes—this
course will walk you through the basics
of using Canva. Each course will be
held twice for increased availability.

Setting Up a Gmail Account*®

Tuesday, June 30, 6:00-7:00 pm
- Local History Room - registration
required

New to email or need help getting
started? In this beginner-friendly work-
shop, you’ll learn how to create your
own Gmail account using Google. We’ll
guide you step-by-step through the sign-
up process, choosing a secure password,
and understanding the basics of sending,
receiving, and organizing emails. You’ll
also learn helpful tips for staying safe
online and managing your inbox with
confidence. No prior experience is need-
ed—just bring your curiosity!

Digital Art for Beginners: Exploring
the Procreate App*

Tuesday, June 30, 6:00-7:00 pm -
Community Meeting Room - registra-
tion required

In this class, we cover the basics
of creating art in Procreate, the most
popular digital art app for the iPad. We
cover various features in the app, such
as using different brushes, blending col-
ors, and importing photos to work from.
This class is for adults ages 18 and up.
Check our August calendar for classes
for kids and teens.

Business Setup & Digital Foundations*

Tuesday, June 30, 6:00-7:30 pm -
Dexter Hall - registration appreciated

This is the first part of a six part begin-
ner-friendly workshop series designed
to help small business owners and entre-
preneurs build a professional, safe, and
effective digital presence. Participants
will learn practical digital skills includ-
ing branding, websites, Al tools, online
visibility, cybersecurity awareness, and
social media integration.

*These programs are funded by the
Massachusetts Broadband Institute
at the MassTech Collaborative
under the Municipal Digital Equity
Implementation Program. Funding was
provided by Massachusetts ARPA State
Fiscal Recovery Funds.
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Cynthia M. Dighton, 84

Southbridge: Cynthia M.
(Putnam) Dighton, 84, of Pine ' 4
St.., passed away on Monday,
May 18th, surrounded by loving
family.

She leaves behind her son,
Kenneth E. Blodgett and his wife
Martha of Fiskdale; her daugh- |
ter, Lynn M. Pariseau and her
husband Leroy of Southbridge
with whom she lived with. She

association where she enjoyed
many years of outdoor fun with
her family. While she was rais-
ing her children she worked at
David Prouty Jr. High in the
cafeteria. As the children got
older, she worked in admin-
istration at Upland Gardens
in Worcester until retirement.

Cindy was not one to sit still
l after retiring, she began to clean

also leaves behind five grand-
children, Melanie Barberio, and her husband
Mike, Joshua Blodgett, Benjamin Blodgett
and his wife Jodi, Lenna Pariseau, and Leo
Pariseau; four great grandchildren, Zachery,
Dylan, Mitchell, Viona and her former hus-
band, Neil K. Blodgett. Cynthia was prede-
ceased by her son, William “Billy” Blodgett
in April 1989 and a sister, Betty Viernes.
She attended schools in East Brookfield
and Spencer, MA. Cynthia had a very
strong faith and was along time mem-
ber of Charlton City United Methodist
church where she was always active in
many capacities. She was a member of
the woman’s auxiliary for the Spencer Fire
Department She belonged to a camping
association and the Snowbirds snowmobile

houses. Her pride and joy were
her grandchildren who she doted on and
brought her years of joy and happiness.

Her funeral will be held on Saturday,
May 30th, at 11:00 AM in the Charlton
City United Methodist Church, 74 Stafford
Street, Charlton. A Calling hour will be
held on Saturday, May 30th, from 10:30 to
11:00am at the church prior to the service.

Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home, 130
Hamilton St., Southbridge is directing the
arrangements.

The family respectfully requests flowers
to be omitted and in lieu of flowers dona-
tions be sent to the Charlton City United
Methodist Church, PO Box 1151, Charlton
City, MA 01508.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Jacob Edwards Library to

host program on women in

early Country music

SOUTHBRIDGE —
Berkshire-based  roots
musician Paula Bradley
(vocals, guitar, banjo)
brings stories and songs
of women in early country
music, highlighting their
often-overlooked contri-
butions to America's rich
musical legacy, to Jacob
Edwards Library, 236
Main St., Southbridge, on
Thursday, June 11 from
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Starting with unaccom-
panied ballads and con-
tinuing through the advent
of recording and radio, this
program explores country
music's history and women
who helped shape it.
Admission to the concert
is free and open to the pub-

lic. This program is funded
in part by a grant from
the Southbridge Cultural
Council, a local agency
which is supported by the
Massachusetts  Cultural
Council, a state agency.

A West Virginia-born
multi-instrumentalist
residing in the Berkshires,
Paula Bradley has been
involved in old-time and

roots music for many
years. Known for her
strong, spirited vocals,

she has toured (on banjo)
with old- time darlings
"Uncle Earl"; with old-
time powerhouse Bruce
Molsky (on guitar and
banjo uke); and with Tony
Trischka and Bruce as
part of the acoustic roots

trio "Jawbone". She was
a founding member of
the popular New England
honkytonk combo (on
piano and vocals) "Girl
Howdy," and with her late
husband, Bill Dillof, the
old time duet "Moonshine
Holler." She currently
leads her own popular
honky tonk/country swing
combo "Miss Paula &
The Twangbusters" and
pursues many musical
side projects. Bradley is
also an in-demand tradi-
tional music instructor,
and has been on staff at
music camps including
Swannanoa Gathering,
Mars Hill, Winter Village
Music, Augusta Heritage
and Ashokan.

LEGALS

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the
Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by EZ Learning Realty
LLC to Middlesex Loans LLC, dated
December 11, 2023, and recorded
at the Worcester County (Southern
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
69982, Page 207, of which mortgage
the undersigned together is the present
holder, for breach of the conditions of
said mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing the same will be sold at
Public Auction, at 11:00 A.M. on the
11th day of June 2026, at 100 North
Street, Southbridge, MA 01550, all and
singular the premises described in said
mortgage,
To wit:
The land in Southbridge, with the
buildings thereon and all privileges
and appurtenances thereto belonging,
more particularly described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin on the
southerly line of North Street, 39 feet
westerly from the corner of said Street
and Crystal Street;
THENCE westerly by said North Street,
55 feet, 1 inch to an iron pin;
THENCE southerly by land now or
formerly of Alfredo and Clorinda
Francazzi, 47 feet, 5 inches to an iron
pin;
THENCE westerly at right angles by
the last named land, 8 feet to an iron
pin;
THENCE southerly at right angles by
the last named land, 49 feet, 1 inch
to an iron pin at land now or formerly
of the Estate of Morton et al;
THENCE easterly, 34 feet 2 inches to
an iron pin in the ground; THENCE
northerly, 17 feet, 10 inches to an iron
pin in the ground;
THENCE again, easterly 21 feet, 10
inches to an iron pin in the ground at
land now or formerly of Guiseppi
A. Salviuola;
THENCE northerly by last named
land, 70 feet, 6 inches to the point of
beginning.
Said land is conveyed subject to and
with the privilege of enjoying two
certain rights of way to pass from
said North Street to the building on
the above-granted premises, first, that
right of way described in an indenture
dated November 16, 1926 between
Channing M. Wells et al and Francazzi
and recorded with Worcester District
Registry of Deeds in Book 2423,
Page 332, and second, that right of
way described in a deed from said
Channing M. Wells et al to Guiseppi
A. Salviuola dated July 17, 1928 and
recorded with said deeds.
For title see deed recorded with said
Registry of Deeds in Book 66274,
Page 300.
Premises to be sold and conveyed
subject to and with the benefit of
all rights, rights of way, restrictions,
easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all unpaid
taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water and
sewer liens and any other municipal
assessments or liens or existing
encumbrances of record which are
in force and are applicable, having
priority over said mortgage, whether
or not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens or
encumbrances is made in the deed.
Terms of sale: A deposit of five
thousand dollars ($5,000) by certified
or bank check will be required to be
paid by the purchaser at the time
and place of sale. The balance is to
be paid by wire transfer to Ligris +
Associates, PC, 1188 Centre Street,
2N0" Floor, Newton, MA 02459 on

or before thirty (30) days from the
date of sale. Deed will be provided to
purchaser for recording upon receipt
in full of the purchase price. In the
event of an error in this publication, the
description of the premises contained
in said mortgage shall control.

Other terms, if any, to be announced
at the sale.

Middlesex Loans LLC,

Present holder of said mortgage,

By its Attorneys,

Ligris + Associates,

PC 1188 Centre Street

Newton Center, MA 02459 (617) 274-
1500

May 21, 2026

May 28, 2026

June 4, 2026

Public Hearing Notice —
Timber Harvest

In accordance with MGL Chapter 132,
Section 40-46, the Sturbridge Select
Board will hold a public hearing on
the petition of Hull Forest Products
Inc for a forest cutting plan for land
on 155 Breakneck Road, Sturbridge
MA, 01566 owned by Hull Forestlands
LP. The hearing will be held on
Monday, June 15, 2026 at 6:35 p.m.
at Sturbridge Town Hall, Veterans
Memorial Hall, 2nd Floor, 308 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA.

May 28, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2531 EA
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ORDER OF
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
Estate of:
Alfred J Pappalardo
Date of Death: 04/11/2025
A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by
Gerald L Hickman, Jr.
MA
requesting that the court enter a formal
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final account and
other such relief as may be requested
in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at
the court. You have a right to object
to this proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 06/09/2026. This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and objection
if you object to this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written appearance
and objection followed by an affidavit
of objections within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may be taken
without further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 15, 2026
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
May 28, 2026

of Webster

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P4452EA

CITATION ON PETITION FOR SALE
OF REAL ESTATE BY A PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
Estate Of:

Allen A Paquin
Date of Death: 12/02/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Sale of Real Estate has
been filed by: Judy K Paquin of Rye
NY requesting that the court authorize
the Personal Representative to sell the
decedent’s real estate at a private sale.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at
the court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
06/16/026. This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you must file
a written appearance and objection if
you object to this proceeding. If you fail
to file a timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days of the re-
turn day, action may be taken without
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 20, 2026
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
May 28, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on June 17, at 7PM
on the application of Jesse & Jesse
Properties, LLC.
The applicant has filed a Notice of Intent
for the construction of a commercial
building, paved driveway and parking
lots, stormwater infiltration, and
associated site work within the 100-ft
buffer zone to a Bordering Vegetated
Wetland. The project location is: 360
Worcester Road, Charlton, MA 01507.
Parcel ID: 40-B-24
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined at
the Conservation Office by appointment
during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
May 28, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P1607EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Leon G. Bail
Date of Death: 01/07/2026
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Susan
Fauteux of Bondsville MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: .
Susan Fauteux of Bondsville MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the estate in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
06/16/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date:May 14, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

May 28, 2026

Auction
The equipment was owned and
abandoned by John Carpenter of
Carpenter Molds, located at 316
County Home Road,
Thompson CT 06277.
The items listed are HURCO CNC
MILL
The auction will be held at 342
Compass Circle,
Unit B4
North Kingston, Rl 02852
June 12, 2026 at 9am
May 21, 2026
May 22, 2026
May 28, 2025
June 4, 2026

Town of Holland
In accordance with the Wetlands
Protection Act, Chapter 131, Sec 40,
a public hearing by the Conservation
Commission will be held on Tuesday
05/26/2026 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Conservation Commission Room, sec-
ond floor, in the Holland Town Hall,
27 Sturbridge Rd, Holland, MA. This
meeting is to review a Request for
Determination (RDA) filed by Timothy
Haley for a septic repair at 8 Julia
Anna Drive Holland, MA 01521. To
comply with the Open Meeting Law, all
public hearings are scheduled for 6:30
PM and, barring unforeseen circum-
stances, will be taken in the order in
which they appear on the agenda. This
meeting will be held in person. The
application is available for review by at
the Conservation Commission Office,
Town Office Building on Mondays
(12:30 PM — 4:00 PM) and Tuesdays
(9:00 AM — 4:00 PM).
Conservation Commission
Town of Holland
May 28, 2026
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Allison Moloney graduates from Stonehill College

EASTON Allison
Moloney of Brimfield
received a Bachelor
of Arts degree at
Stonehill College's 75th
Commencement on
Sunday, May 17

At this year's ceremo-
ny, Leo J. Meehan III

75, president and CEO
of W.B. Mason, served as
keynote speaker. He also
received an honorary
degree alongside Matt
Brown '16, who estab-
lished the Matt Brown
Foundation, and Sister
Andrea Lee, I1.H.M.,

former president of St.
Catherine University and
Alverno College.

Read our full
Commencement recap
here.

About Stonehill
College

Stonehill College,

New Bocce League open

to community

SOUTHBRIDGE — Bay
Path Continuing Education
& the Southbridge Italian
Club have teamed up to
launch an exciting new
bocce league on Tuesday
nights throughout May and
June.

Bocce is a game that
all can enjoy—no spe-
cial skills or talents are
required! If you can roll a
ball, you can play! These
two community orga-
nizations are thrilled to
bring this sport to a wider
audience. Both Bay Path
Continuing Education and

the Southbridge Italian
Club are dedicated to
offering various events for
people to engage, social-
ize, and have fun. This new
league is a perfect fit. Here
are the details:

Tuesdays: May 12 -
June 30 (eight weeks)

» Teams of four to eight
players

* $240 per team

* One game per week at
either 6 or 7 p.m.

e Maximum of eight
teams — don’t wait!

o Only team captains
need to register for their

team.

o A brief information-
al captain meeting will
be held before the season
starts.

o Gather your friends (18
and older), form a team,
and come join us for a
fantastic time on the court!

Games will be held at:

Italian American Club

20 North St., Southbridge

To register your team,
call Bay Path Continuing
Education at 508-248-
5971, ext. 1715. Spots for
teams are limited, so don’t
hesitate—call today!

a  Catholic institu-
tion of higher Ilearn-
ing, was founded by the
Congregation of Holy
Cross in 1948. Located
on the beautiful 387-
acre campus and for-
mer estate of Frederick
Lothrop Ames in North
Easton, it is a community
of scholarship and faith,

anchored by a belief in

the inherent dignity of

each person.

Through more than 100
academic programs in
the liberal arts, sciences,
business and pre-profes-
sional fields, Stonehill
College provides an edu-
cation of the highest cal-
iber that fosters critical

thinking, free inquiry and
the interchange of ideas
for over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College edu-
cates the whole person
so that each Stonehill
graduate thinks, acts
and leads with courage
toward the creation of a
more just and compas-
sionate world.

Absentee ballots available
in Southbridge

SOUTHBRIDGE —
Absentee ballots are now
available in the office of
the Town Clerk/Board of
Registrars, Town Hall,
for the Local Election,
which will take place on
Tuesday, June 9.

Persons wishing to
vote by absentee ballot
must obtain an appli-
cation for comple-

tion and return to the
Town Clerk/Board of
Registrars no later than

Monday, June 8 at noon.
Voters may vote by

absentee ballot for the

following reasons:

e Absence from Town
during the hours the
polls are open

e Physical Disability

e Religious Beliefs

Relatives may apply
for absentee ballots for
Southbridge residents
absent from the state,
residents in the armed
forces or merchant

marines, their spous-
es or dependents, and
prisoners. Applications
must be registered
voters of the Town of
Southbridge. The Local
Election will take place
on Tuesday, June 9,
with voting at Precincts
1,2,34 and 5 from 7
a.m. until 8 p.m. Voters
are urged to exercise
their right to vote at all
elections.

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
ALA

| l J HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

lndoor/Outdoor Rcmode’ing

Decks~ Kitchens ~Bathrooms
Door~ Bedrooms ~ Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

LandscaPing

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing
Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
Tree Work ~Etc

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Award Winning High Performance

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal Windows & Doors

Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services

Warrantied Work & Repairs ; i}
Diagnostics « A/C Repair L ifetime Owner: Seth Goudreau .

Tune Ups & Engine Repair Warranty 774-402-4694 Snowblower & Generator Repair

Brakes « Alternators « Starters « ABS . . . Tractor Service
Alignments » Tires...and more 100% Prices beating the competition Tune-Uns & Renairs
Ve e e e e :\',"L’:‘E‘fé’;‘_g Free Estimates Fully Insured Pick p& D I'p
Honoring All Insurance Estimates ickup elivery
1734 Providence Road (Rt 122) Black 508-987-2775

CALL NOW FOR

&

Northbridge, MA 01534 EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS - 492 Main St Oxford
Ph: 508-234-5211 e Fax: 508-234-2231 I . .
www.kearnsc(::(isioncom 508-784- 1 550 Dla ond WORCESTERCOUNTY

- = )
i - MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712 -

Fully Certified « RS# 2678 \. LAWNMOWER.COM

CONTRACTING

cHivNEYSMASONRY J| ELECTRICIAN m Home Improvement m

GJLEDUC

__PANTING_lf Plumbing | ROOFING _ soneridgepresaen

Stump Grinding

CHIMNEY COLONNA BONETTI’S C {% J ?
CLE_AN INGS| | ELECTRIC Home Improvement o ace
Starting at $99 LLC Roofing MASONRY HARDSCAPE '
ALL KINDS OF Siding RETAINING WALLS
MASONRY & Lic.# A1-8844 Decks OUTDOOR
CONCRETE WORK Remodeling LIVING CONSTRUCTION
New & Repairs, Repointing | RESIDENTIAL & Windows Chimney Repair We d().
Rebuilding, Fe-ining, COMMERCIAL p Baseme:to Il;isnishing Foundation Repair
Waterproofing, Foundation ELECTRICAL Licensed & Gutters Cleanin Steps, Patios
& Chimney Repair, New ’ Insured P Washi 9 Water Proofing
& Stair Repair, Concrete GENERATORS, ressure Washing Walkways
Painting Landscapin
e MY 506-867-2877 RISl [P werea
’ EV CHARGERS ver 25 Years Experience . : Asian Lonah
L LGty VR CYRCTLYY (0 o eereree) ferick and Block workf  Conact Mk Today Asian Longhorn
eed to get |t'done. Call . Cord Wood eetle Certifie g N\
-FREgaE"sm:.at es (508) A. Eagle Gutters Llcensidzggglnsured Brian French T00-7308 Fully Insured - Free Quotes
Quality Chimney aeag!egutters.com 508-347-4906 (413)222-5542 , REASONABLE RATES
(508)752-1003 234-4889 £ @ Cell 508-688-0072 cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com mlkaela@

PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Scott Bernard’s| | %725 MIKELAMBERT'S = SAUNDERS &
PLUMBING &
PAI NTI NG PRECISION g . "HEATING INC. David SONS ROOFING
b Read our reviews at the (] ’
PAINTERS Commercia/ Barbale Better Business Bureau. Advertlse on thls page
. . . s A+ rating and accredited
Interior and Exterior c ; inest " Residential ROOFING | [ rember since 2000,
: raftsmanship - , i -
Power Washing Since 1979 New Construction| |Roofing/Gutters| | C2ll Bill Toll-Free ' ’
Walloaperin . 1-866-961-Roof
pap g Interior-Exterior . Repair Work 508-765-0100 '
General Repalr Paints, Stains, 369 Main St, Fully Licensed Lifetime material warranty &
Fully Insured Wallpaper and Sted and Insured | [ Bborvarar e
Overdo+Years | | Fine Faux Finishes Spencer, MA MA LIG #0S060127 GSL. p0o54d e t 7 aners
i Satisfacti 1-833-969-4330 MA HIC. LIC #1079721 CT-HIC #0638641 ’
Experlence a lsf action INS. # CAC032585 Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Guaranteed Fully Insured C: 508-397-6709 Family Owned and Operated
- : 508-397-67 i ji
508-764-8548 Free Estimates . 508-248- fow Agf:z:'zgﬂ; Halor - -
774-230-8373 MIKELAMBERTSPANDH 0: 508-248-6709 N
774.452.0321 | |"GUEFTSPANA) | avidbarbale.com | | 2 D

For Advertising Information, Gall 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Streetcar 35, Perfumery practice

5. Take __ ofit! 37. Indian film director Sultan
10. SW Asia peninsula 38. Member of U.S. Navy

12. Beating wings to escape from a 40, Wing-like

perch
14. One who revitalizes
16. Indicates position
18. Dishonorable man
19. Singer King Cole
20. Short-tailed marten
22, One point east (clockwise) of due

41. Very fast airplane

42. Slang for cigarette

44, Most cars still need it
45, Political war chest

48, Cools down

50. Diminish toward one end

north 53. Combined
23, The god of the underworld in 55, Container
ancient mythology 56. Expression of satisfaction
25. Dirt 57. Thou
26. Superconducting super collider 58. Return a favor
27. Not good 63. Go over once more
28. A way to sink 65. Removed
30. Unwell 66. “Silence of the __ "

31. Follow orders
33. Deep ravine

67. Comedian Rogen

CLUES DOWN

1. Children’s game
2. Relative biological effectiveness

29. Aspirations
32. Baby's eating accessory

(abbr.) 34. Actress Thurman
3. Own (Scottish) 35. Turn into bone
4. Female follower of Bacchus 36. One who saves you
5. Subsides 39. Consume

6. Protects from weather 40. Swiss river

7. Spanish municipality

8. Supermarket chain

9. Domain name

10. Semitic peoples

11. Designs anew

13. City associated with Jesus

15. Cool!

17. Bank employee

18. Central nervous system

21. Standardized piece of text

23. A type of fever

24. Baglike structure in a plant or
animal

27. Threaten persistently

is very fast
44. Categories
46. Expressed amazement

49. Greek war dance

51. Bland, semi-liquid food
54. Regard in a specified way
59, Taxi

61. Feline
62. Post-burning residue
64. Elevated railroad

52. Indigenous person of Thailand

43. A part of a river where the current

47. It’s important in respiration (abbr.)

60. Naturally occurring solid material
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BHS Class of 1986 seeks community’s

help locating classmates for 40th reunion

REGION As the
Bartlett High School
Class of 1986 prepares to
celebrate its 40th reunion
on Sept. 26, organizers
are asking the community
for assistance in locating
classmates who have not
yet been reached through
social media or via text.

To make the process
simple, the reunion com-
mittee has created a short
contact-information form
and is encouraging resi-
dents, friends, and former
classmates to help spread
the word. If you know
someone on the “miss-
ing classmates” list, orga-
nizers ask that you text
them the link to the form
so they can update their
information.

Contact Info Form:
https://tinyurl.com/
BHS1986-40Years

If it’s easier, you may
also complete the form on
a classmate’s behalf—so
long as you have their
current contact details.
Organizers emphasize
that any help tracking
them down is truly appre-
ciated, as personal con-
nections often succeed
where digital outreach
falls short.

A list of classmates
the committee is hoping
to locate appears below.
With the community’s
support, they hope every
member of the Class of
’86 will have the opportu-
nity to join this milestone
celebration.

Peter Allain

Beth Antonopoulos
Marie Aperges
Andrew Baca
Austin Bailey
David Beardsley
Frank Belanger
Carolyn Bembenek
Richard Bernier
Sheila Bialoncik
Beth Bialy

Jason Borski
Doreen Bourget
Eric Brisbois
Kathleen Brown
Paul Browning
Paul Bugan

Cindy Bullens
Sandra Butt

4 Fridap’s Child + +
+ % % Friday’'s Child # 4+

Justice is a social, caring young per-
son with a great sense of humor that
easily brings smiles to those around him.
He enjoys connecting with others and
has a natural ability to make people feel
comfortable, often using his humor and
easygoing personality to build positive
relationships with both peers and adults.
Justice’s kind and thoughtful nature
shines through inhis interactions, and he
values spending time with people who
share his interests. Justice has a strong
love for reading, particularly when it
comes to anime and graphic novels. He
enjoys diving into imaginative storylines
and following his favorite characters,
which allows him to relax while also fueling his creativity. These interests
give him a unique way to express himself and connect with others who enjoy
similar genres. In his free time, Justice loves to get out and enjoy good food—
especially at two of his favorite spots, Popeyes and Applebee’s. A meal out at
either of these restaurants is a guaranteed way to make his day a little bright-
er. He also takes great pride in his gaming skills and often jokes that he is a
“professional” video gamer. Whether he’s playing competitively or just for fun,
gaming is something he truly enjoys and feels confident in. Overall, Justice
is a fun, engaging, and genuine young person who thrives in environments
where he can connect with others, share laughter, and enjoy the things he
loves. With the right support and encouragement, he has so much to offer

Justice
Age 12
Registration #9115

and will continue to grow and shine.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22666079150
Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adop-
tive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’thave to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. To
learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massa-
chusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and

Mont Canterbury
Stephen Carlson
Daniel Chapdelaine
Kelly Cobb
Ken Cournoyer
Timothy Decker
Tammy Deschenes
Aaron Dorcas
Daniel Doyle
Dorothy DusoSelina
Fife
James Gardner
Jeffrey Gatto
Tina Giakoumis
Alicia Goudreau
Richard Guerin
Robert Hamm
Scott Horanzy
Jane Houle

Todd Hufault
Joseph Hughes
Melissa Jankowski
Thor Johnson
Nena Johnston
Lisa Kozlowski
Robert Krasnecky
Jill Krause
Michael Kryger
Rick Lawson
Deborah Leite
Linda Lifer
Patricia Majewski
Renee Marchand
Jennifer Marsh
Jennifer Mason
John Meagher
Fumiyo Mochizuki
Deborah Munsch

Brett Napierata
Wayne Parmentier
Brian Poplawski
Gary Poplawski
Edward Powers
William Radcliffe
James Remy
Debra Ross

Collin Salmon
Dale Schleis
Theresa Sergel
Henry Skiba

Alan Standrowicz
Jeffrey Surozenski
Karen Toukonen
Joseph Veronick
Douglas Waldron
Robert Wheeler
Edward Zdrok

TAG SALE

continued fromcpage Al
Sunday. Several sales are
on-site at Hitchcock, so
the community center is
a great place to start your
shopping. The Brimfield
Farmers’ Market is also
running in the organi-
zation’s parking lot that
day from 9am to 1pm, so
consider fueling up with
kombucha and baked
goods, or adding some
fresh farm and handcraft-
ed goods to your day’s
loot.

Shoppers can pick up
a printed 11x17 map at
Hitchcock for $2 on the
day of the event or down-
load it from Hitchcock’s
website the day prior. So
far, listings include typ-
ical tag sale fare such

Town-to-Town

as clothing, household
items, toys, tools, house-
wares, small appliances,
free garden pots, clean-
ing supplies, kitchen
items, dishes, jewelry,
holiday décor, crafts,
baking, books, cds and
dvds, baby items, furni-
ture, pet supplies, assort-
ed tools and tech items,
and knick-knacks, along
with vintage and antique
items.

Unique items in the
listings include an origi-
nal Atari system, kayaks,
truck boxes, Amazon
Mystery Boxes, a 12-foot
aluminum boat, tin toys,
andirons, prints, baseball
cards, a bamboo fly rod, a
Modern Glenwood Home
Grand Wood Burning
Cook Stove, antique sew-
ing machine, table saw,

Home Town Service,

bench sander, and more.

“It’s such a fun day
and a unique way to fos-
ter a sense of commu-
nity,” says Hitchcock
Executive Director Cindy
Skowyra. “We hear often
how people enjoy inter-
acting with one another
as much as they enjoy
the hunt.”

For more information,
visit  www.hitchcock-
academy.org. Hitchcock
Academy is a commu-
nity center located at
2 Brookfield Road in
Brimfield serving the
community with educa-
tional, recreational, and
cultural programming.
Hitchcock is celebrating
70 years this year follow-
ing its 100 year history
as a school.

BIG TIME RESULTS

Te

FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Sturbridge
Fire Department
Hiring Part-Time/

On-Call Firefig
Min. req.: HS diploma/GED,
non-smoker, MA driver’s license
Starting $20.23 to $27.05, DOQ

Application and further details
https://www.sturbridge.gov/your-
government/pages/job-opportunities

hters

For
Advertising
Information

Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

wwii

The Killdeer
Island Club
Neighborhood

Yard Sale
will be held on

Saturday, June 6th
on Killdeer Island,
Webster

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:

& EARLIER

CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.

Call David 1
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

FREE PICK UP

ONLY

Whitinsville, MA

Bureau-
O drawer

Large couch
with day bed

Call 508-266-0178

Apartment for rent
7 Lyon Street,

SOUTHBRIDGE
first floor, garage

included

3 bedroom, no

pets, non smoker

Call 508-764-6425

LAWN MOWER
MAN WANTED!

information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways
you can help children and teens in foster care.

from 8:00 AM

to 2:00 PM.
Raindate is June 7th.

a;\\ ((i\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ rc;\\ a;\\
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S : R . T
hope2o0wn.com % ) Southtnidge ¥
D 508.943.4333 TR | / 14 Serwant Way \_ ]
Séa/wn peffdcm - Owaner Broboer \ ! ot 8 Gently used, well maintained RANCH on a cul-de-sac!
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl Tk . P 1,300 sf +-, 3 BRs, 2 full baths, gas fireplace, central AC. A
) —r ~ | comfortable open space w/lots of natural light, private main
REAL ESTATE GROUP We Want : BR w/California closets, a remodeled Bath w/handicap ac-
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 Your Listings' : %

Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

) Thompoon ~ 6 Lillian #ve ) ~ Websten - 106 Eact Wain St (Rte 12) We&j%ézﬂgspm
X ‘é’amad‘e%mw?ﬂe&m,lm 5<‘ Conmencial Opontnity! —

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80)
Commercial Building, Currently Units -> Potential for More. Economlcal ff|C|ent
Natural Gas
Heat & Coohm{;
Its close proximity
to Successful Na-
tional Franchised i § )

Businesses gen-  Sprawling fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre
erates Significant  |evel, w/24’x24’ 2 car att’d garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus

-1 Commerce at this 1000 sf +/- finished lower level, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fire-

cessible wide-door roll-in shower. Offers a half acre of land
Close to I-84 & Sturbridge. $459,000

ient Access. places w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. Open floor plan
List Price:  kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway wi/sliders to rear deck, and
$615,000 3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors, $525,000

Webster - 343@1‘0;:4;4 Clondos Welsten - 24 Coopen R

ve 7¢ew &wﬁwdm; Craftoman Style home
B > Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
. ster Lake with access at Lake-
.| side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
rms, 4 brs, 2 %2 baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
=’ sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out

~ w/slider. Central AC, garage
$649,900.00

Young (2019) Pristine Raised Ranch, 1800+
SF, 3 BRs, LL Family Rm, 2-1/2 Baths, Pri-
mary BR Suite, Central AC, Country Setting
with .70 Acre Lot & Lg Fenced Area on Cul-
de-sac! $489,900

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Welster Lake Wcu‘ez{mt / ) Webster Lake W Webston Lake — Webster Lake Watt'elrfront -
22 Union Pt S mtg‘%a&ﬂ/dfa,\ X& 0n ‘7aduw Doiut # 10 oL Rl Moy 31 Baviow

Original Owner, 1st Time
Offered, Well-Kept, 2-BRs,
. 1-1/2 Baths, 1,500+ SF, LL
Living Potential, Private
Deck, 20-Unit Complex,
Desirable Setting, 1395 in
mins.

$310,000

Astoundin Panoramic
OPEN HOUSE S & SUN 11-2 Views acrogss mid-section
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit! of Webster Lake! View the
Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!

Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring
'} 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for relaxation &

convenience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
MLS # 73507605 $1,050,000.

| lake from all windows. - .

" Located on a peninsula Lakefront home w/1, 700+ & o .
providing 2 Shorelines. 9 ft. Open k|tchen/d|n|ng/ Panoramic View, from this ab-
Fireplaced Living Room!  llving w/cathedral ceilings + solutely lovely home. 2600 +/-
5 Baths. FHW Oil Heat!  Wall of windows. Full baths. SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full baths, 2 car
c Air G *  Lower level family room w/ detached garage' 63 +/- wa-
entral Air. Garage. walkout to water. terfront. .37 Acres! Sandy Wa-
$ 900,000. $775,000 terfront! $1,100,000

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE REMI
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i

Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i‘“

[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y

' ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

*1st Floor Laundry *2 Baths
* Gleaming Hardwood Floors *20” 1st Floor
Family Room & Recessed Lighting
*Open Floor Plan w/ Cabinet
Packed Kitchen & Dining Area
*2 Generous Size Bedrooms
*Lower Level 28’ Game Room
*Wet Bar *Updates include Buderus Furnace

45 Aldea Ave. $510,00 *Roof *Oil Tank
BROOKFIELD- THOMPSON, CT MOBILE HOME
55+ COMMUNITY LIVING w7 )

. ] ' - . . - . *1 Bedroom Mobile Home that has been updated with new
Cathedral Ceilings Throughout *Floor to Ceiling flooring *Modern Bath w/ Skylight * Bump Out Living Area,

Center Fireplace * Updated Roof, Appliances, Flooring, adds Space for Day Bed * Kitchen has dishwasher
Trex Deck, C/A, Cabinet Packed Kitchen *Priavte yard *Totally applianced includes washer and dryer * Shed
20 Deer Run $285,000 wi Storage Shed 2 Sunrise Terrance

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc. .. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Ffe.ady for your next move? . FOR A PRI VATE SHOWIN G AND BUYER REPRESEN TATION “ SOII;‘FIIE)EE‘E\II\;IEE'TATE
?eoavmgl:fe Saﬁt,:itf‘:is: gﬂ:iﬁiz CALL DEB LISTEWNIK 508-847-0872 ReMax Professional Associates
dynamic market? Call me to discuss "A Long Time Oxford Re$ident, Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@ao| com

how we can create an effective plan
that will bring reslts!

She Knows The Market"

*Central Location * Private Yard

Ve Bob Berk REALTOR™ . *Sided*1st Floor Main Bedroom
(] EE%%%Z@E Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik) 3 Elm St. *2 Full Baths *1st Floor Laundry gEIMAx
N i omet RE/MAX
PV T ors, G, ks gy $445,000 ReMax Vision o ..
) ARD ¢ 508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 s =MLY RE/MAX Professional Associates
sty 02} |M| = 774-230-5044 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT]

When

. ERA Key Realty o
t S ? ContaCt Mlkaela T()day Donna ;T:r\::r:r; Realtor® Experlence
‘ 5 o a C e 508-612-6771 e and
- - Donnaflanneryrealtor.com 3
p u 774 200 7308 Donnaflannery@erakey.net C OMItment
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE Matter
‘ k 1 NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER . .
ml ae a@ SERVICE Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS ABR, GRI LRS C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

we do.

5 SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME > 508.612.1382
A ERAHALLOFFAME [, Q //v e 553:»4;\ MESRealty.com

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 \!T_,_./ Mary@WillSellit.com

stonebridgepress.news
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VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)
508-885-3560 (Open 7 days a week)

11” Hangmg Baskets

10” Potted; Dalhia, Canna,
Cleome, and Scented
Geranium (citronella)

4for 54 or 14.99 ea. '

VEGETABLES ARE HERE

« Sotocesteise.

INnspire. Sell.

Zinnias are
very easy to start
outdoors from
seed and will
produce loads of

308 4

LAKESIDE

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website

or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD

774-449-8333

308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK! pusic

5/22 EASY SEASON BINGO
5/29 PROFESSOR POP EVERY
6/5  JEFFANDERSON  THVRSBRY
WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99

Three-Gourse Meal Deals '\
Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday. “x

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Make
Reservations
for our
Fathers’

ay Brunch

MEMO

oGl

red hot prices...

SPECIAL SAVINGY ON

* BEDROOMS
* LIVING ROOMS
* RECLINERS
* OCCASIONAL PIECES
* ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS

0% INTEREST

Sundeen Furniture oays

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com T

limited time only!

STOREWIDE
SAVINGS!

5,
Pram S
* SEALY MATTRESSES MEMORIAL DAY

- FOR 1 FULL YEAR!
FINA|
HREE

241 Providence Rd Whitinsville, MA 01588 « 508-234-8777

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; THURS, FRI. 9:30-7:00pm; SAT. 9:30-6:00; Sun. 11-5

TOP-RATED, LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR SERVING
CHARLTON AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.

Financing available and major credit cards accepted.

FREE LAYAWAY « FREE DELIVERY

?—4’.'

NO ONE DOES IT BETTER

\ It's a bold statement. But one that we proudly stand
behind—because trust, quality and affordability

come standard with every job. No gimmicks, no

markups and no shortcuts. Just good, honest work.

long-lasting cut
flowers.
Pinch basil
plants regularly to
keep plants from
blooming and to
encourage lots of
branching with
lots of leaves.
Leaves are more
flavorful before
the plant blooms.
There’s still
plenty of time to
plant cucumbers,
summer squash

and beans.

If June begins
with cool tem-
peratures, try to
get in another
sowing of radish-
es and lettuce.

Prune  spring
flowering shrubs
after they bloom.

Check the
undersides of
perennial hibis-
cus plants for
sawflies.  They
are small, green,

June Gardening Tips
From the Charlton Garden Club

larvae
that skeletonize
the leaves.

Harvest straw-
berries when red
and firm. What
no strawberries?
Think of where
you could put in
a patch.

Fertilize roses
in mid-June and
again in mid-July.

Remove spent

slug-like

flowers from
hybrid tea roses,
grandifloras and
floribundas to
encourage the
production of
more flower buds.

If you are plan-
ning to use an her-
bicide to control
poison ivy, this is
the month to do
SO.

15th Annual Worcester Food Truck ¢
Craft Beverage Festival returns June 6

WORCESTER
— Food Truck
Festivals of
America (FTFA)
is excited to
bring back the
15th Annual
Worcester Food
Truck & Craft
Beverage Festival
on Saturday, June
6, from noon to
5 p.m., with an
exclusive VIP &
Beverage Lovers
Hour from 11
a.m.—noon.

Join us at
Worcester
Common as some
of Massachusetts’
favorite food
trucks and top
craft  beverage
vendors come
together for one
unforgettable day
packed with fla-
vor, fun, and fes-
tival vibes.

Come hun-
gry and explore
mouthwatering
eats from more
than a dozen food
trucks  serving
everything from
street tacos, juicy
burgers, and lob-
ster rolls to sweet
treats, whoopie
pies, and fresh-
squeezed lemon-
ade. Wash it all
down with an
incredible selec-
tion of local and
national craft
beverages.

The fun goes far
beyond the food!
Enjoy music,
lawn games,

‘ANDREW
PORTER

CONTRACTING, INC

N\

-
\

o %

henna art, and an
artisan  market
featuring unique
local vendors and
handmade goods
— making this the
perfect summer
outing for food-
ies, families, and
friends alike.

Tickets &
Packages — Buy
Early & Save!

General
Admission

$5 online in
advance | $10 at
the gate

Children 10 &
under are free

Foodie VIP

Package — $20
Online Only

e Early admis-
sion at 11 a.m.

e One free des-
sert from the VIP
Dessert Truck

e Bottled water

while supplies last

Beverage
Lovers Package
— $32 Online
Only

e Early admis-
sion at 11 a.m.

e Three bever-
age tickets

e Official FTFA
Koozie

e Bottled water
while supplies last

Beverage Six-

Pack-age — $59
Online Only

e Early admis-
sion at 11 a.m.

e Six beverage
tickets

e Official FTFA
Koozie

e Bottled water
while supplies last

Grab your tick-
ets now at https://
Worcester2026.
eventbrite.com.

Festival Location:
Worcester Common,
455 Main St.

Follow @
FTFofAmerica
on Instagram,
Facebook,
Twitter, and
TikTok for festi-
val updates, food
truck announce-
ments, giveaways,

and more!

Since 2012,
Food Truck
Festivals of

America has host-
ed more than 300
festivals nation-
wide, bringing
together the best
food trucks, craft

beverages, arti-
sans, and local
communities for

unforgettable
experiences coast
to coast.
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