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Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

FALL IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

Courtesy

Students proudly display their certificates during the recent Scholars Breakfast at Knox Trail Middle School. Photo courtesy of the Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School District’s Facebook page.

State 
approves 
sale of 

Leicester 
hospital, 
nursing 
home

LEICESTER — A signif-
icant change in the region’s 
health-care landscape is under-
way after the Massachusetts 
Public Health Council voted 
recently to approve the sale 
of Vibra Hospital of Western 
Massachusetts and the adjoin-
ing skilled nursing facili-
ty on Huntoon Memorial 
Highway. The facilities will 
transfer to Everest Hospital 
LLC, a company entering the 
Massachusetts market for the 
first time.

The decision, issued Nov. 
12, followed a regulatory 
review by the Department of 
Public Health (DPH). State 
officials confirmed that the 
change in ownership met stat-
utory requirements regard-
ing financial stability, facility 
operations, and the protection 
of patient services. The sale 
includes both the long-term 
acute-care hospital and the 
25-bed nursing center located 
on the same Leicester campus.

According to the state filing, 
Everest Hospital LLC has com-
mitted to maintaining exist-
ing clinical services following 
the transaction. The company 
also indicated that all current 
employees will be offered 
continued employment. While 
these assurances are included 
in DPH documentation associ-
ated with the determination of 
need, the long-term operational 
plans for the facility have not 
yet been detailed publicly.

Cherry Valley American Legion 
congratulates Joe Richardson 

on appointment as Veteran 
Service Officer for Leicester

North 
Brookfield 

hosting Santa 
Parade & tree 

lighting
NORTH BROOKFIELD — The town of North 

Brookfield will officially kick off the Christmas 
season with a Santa Parade and Tree Lighting, 
Saturday, Nov. 29. The parade will begin at 5 
p.m., with the tree lighting and caroling at the 
church to follow at 6 p.m. Visit the library before 
the parade, beginning at 3 p.m., to write letters to 
Santa.

The parade leaves the high school and travels 
down North Main Street to deliver Santa to the 
Little Tree Park.

LEICESTER —  At a recent Leicester 
School Committee meeting, four Leicester 
High School students provided an update 
to the school’s administration about the 
partnerships with Shrewsbury and Clinton 
and how students are adapting to their new 
school.  This is the first full year of the 
partnership, and Shrewsbury and Clinton 

both send a bus to LHS to take advantage 
of Career Technical Education at LHS.  

Superintendent Brett Kustigian said, “It 
is vital for all students to feel welcome and 
this presentation shows that LHS is a great 
place to be, and the partnership is proving 
successful.”    

Students from Clinton and Shrewsbury 

are enthusiastically embracing the educa-
tional opportunities offered by Leicester 
High School (LHS). Many have eagerly 
joined various co-curricular clubs and ath-
letics, including the football team and stu-
dent council. These new students to LHS 
have a voice; as one student from Clinton 
stated, they “bring a whole new perspec-
tive to the school.”  

A standout for many students is the con-
tinued expansion of Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs, which not 
only make learning more interactive but 
have also been designed to be inclusive 
environments, encouraging participation 
from students across all communities 
(Leicester, Shrewsbury, and Clinton). The 
diversity of Leicester High School and the 
communities that have joined us enriches 
the educational experience at LHS. 

An overarching theme in the feedback 
from Clinton and Shrewsbury students 
and their families is that the warm, wel-
coming atmosphere of LHS distinguishes 
it from other schools. Whether it’s the 
compassionate support from an educator, 
the encouraging guidance from a fellow 
student helping a newcomer, or the advan-
tages of attending a school that can person-
alize students’ education, LHS has a sense 
of community that makes transitioning to 
this new environment inviting and support-
ive for all students.

CHERRY VALLEY 
— The Cherry Valley 
American Legion proudly 
announces and extends its 
heartfelt congratulations 
to Joe Richardson on his 
appointment as the Veteran 
Service Officer for the 
Town of Leicester.

In this vital role, 
Richardson will serve as a 
dedicated advocate for vet-
erans, ensuring they receive 
the benefits, resources, and 
recognition they deserve. 

His commitment to service 
and his deep connection 
to the veteran community 
make him an outstanding 
choice for this position.

“We are honored to cel-
ebrate Joe’s appointment,” 
said representatives of the 
Cherry Valley American 
Legion. “His leadership and 
compassion will strength-
en the support network for 
veterans in Leicester, and 
we look forward to working 
alongside him in service to 

those who have served our 
nation.”

The Cherry Valley 
American Legion remains 
committed to supporting 
veterans and their fami-
lies through community 
engagement, advocacy, and 
recognition of service. Joe 
Richardson’s appointment 
reflects Leicester’s ongoing 
dedication to honoring and 
assisting its veteran popu-
lation.

LHS partners with Shrewsbury and Clinton 
to offer educational opportunities to students

Courtesy

Pictured, from left to right, are LHS School Committee Liaisons Eryn Berkstresser, Taylor Gallant, 
Rhaegan Perry, and Jack Skoglund.
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2 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, November 28, 2025

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— The Haston Free Public 
Library has launched sev-
eral new digital resourc-
es this month, expanding 
access to e-books, research 
tools and online learning 
platforms for residents of 
North Brookfield and the 
surrounding towns. The 
updates, posted on the 
library’s Web site between 
Nov. 14 and Nov. 19, 

reflect a growing effort to 
meet community demand 
for remote and on-the-go 
library services.

The most recent additions 
include enhanced access 
through  CW MARS, the 
regional library consortium 
that supports more than 
150 public and academic 
libraries across central and 
western Massachusetts. The 
consortium has rolled out 

updated digital borrowing 
tools and expanded e-book 
and audiobook selections, 
which Haston Library 
patrons can access using 
their library cards.

Library staff noted in 
their Nov. 19 posting that 
residents now have smooth-
er access to reading apps 
such as  Libby, where new 
titles are being added week-
ly. The library emphasized 

that the platform 
now carries a 
broader selection of 
high-interest fiction, 
children’s materials 
and nonfiction cat-
egories that tend to 
see long waitlists 
during the holiday 
months.

In addition to 
e-books and audio-
books, residents can 
now use updated 
statewide electron-
ic resources made 
available through 
the  Massachusetts 
Board of Library 
Commissioners  and 

the  Massachusetts Library 
System, including online 
encyclopedias, lan-
guage-learning tools, 
genealogy databases and 
homework-help platforms 
for students. These state-
wide digital collections are 
refreshed regularly, and the 
November update made 
several new research por-
tals accessible to local card-
holders.

For students, the library 
has promoted its improved 
access to the Massachusetts 
Libraries statewide databas-
es, which include academic 
journals, age-appropriate 
research tools and multi-
media educational resourc-
es. These can be used 
from home, an advantage 
during the winter months 
when school assignments 
increase and families face 
limited evening travel.

The November updates 
also highlight technical 
improvements to the online 
catalog interface, allow-
ing patrons to place holds, 
renew items and manage 

family accounts more eas-
ily. The catalog enhance-
ments are part of CW 
MARS’ wider usability 
upgrade, rolled out to mem-
ber libraries this month. 
Staff at Haston Library 
said the changes are meant 
to reduce login problems 
and improve navigation for 
newer users.

In recent years, digital 
borrowing has become a 
significant portion of cir-
culation for small public 
libraries, particularly in 
rural areas where travel 
distances can be a factor 
for families and seniors. 
Providing more robust 
online resources allows 
libraries to maintain service 
levels even when building 
hours are limited or weather 
conditions affect in-person 
visits.

The library has encour-
aged residents who are 
unfamiliar with digital bor-
rowing to stop in for assis-
tance. According to recent 
notices, staff will continue 
offering one-on-one support 

for patrons 
who want 
help installing 
the Libby app, 
c o n n e c t i n g 
their devices 
or navigat-
ing the online 
c a t a l o g . 
A s s i s t a n c e 
is available 
during regu-
lar operating 
hours, and 
card registra-
tion can be 
completed in 
person with 

proper identification.
For families, the increased 

access to digital picture 
books and early-reader 
titles supports young read-
ers outside of regular sto-
ry-time hours. Library staff 
have also noted that many 
residents use digital audio-
books during holiday travel 
or long commutes, making 
the November refresh well-
timed for seasonal demand.

The Haston Free Public 
Library, like many small 
libraries in the region, has 
sought to balance traditional 
programs with technology 
upgrades. While in-person 
events such as youth crafts, 
book clubs and community 
programs continue, the new 
online resources give resi-
dents additional ways to use 
the library when schedules 
or mobility make in-person 
visits more difficult.

Residents may access 
the updated digital tools 
through the library’s web-
site or the CW MARS por-
tal. Library cards are free to 
North Brookfield residents 
and available to others in 
accordance with regional 
borrowing agreements.

As the library prepares 
for December program-
ming, the digital expansions 
announced this month sig-
nal an ongoing investment 
in both convenience and 
accessibility. For many in 
North Brookfield, the abil-
ity to borrow books, com-
plete research or participate 
in self-guided learning from 
home represents a mean-
ingful extension of public 
library service.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Community 
Calendar
Nov. 28– 

Dec. 5
When November fades and December is 

near, 
These local events bring good seasonal 
cheer. 
From Spencer to Warren, with stops in 
between, 
Here’s what’s happening—lively or serene.

Friday, Nov. 29 
If leftovers wait and the fridge is full, 
The Spencer Public Library keeps the day 
cool. 
A Lego Free-Build from 10 to noon— 
Kids craft towers that nearly touch the 
moon. 
(Spencer Public Library, 69 East Main St., 
Spencer)

Saturday, Nov. 30 
In West Brookfield, shoppers will roam— 
The Village Storefront Stroll brings charm 
close to home. 
Local merchants open 10 to 4, 
Holiday treats and crafts galore. 
(Route 9 village center, West Brookfield)

Sunday, Dec. 1 
Leicester lights glow as dusk settles in; 
At 6 p.m. sharp, let the season begin. 
The annual Tree Lighting brightens the 
green, 
With cocoa, carols, and a festive scene. 
(Leicester Town Common)

Monday, Dec. 2 
A quiet start helps the week unwind; 
At the East Brookfield Library, you’ll find 
A crafting circle from 2 to 3, 
Where yarn meets needles peacefully. 
(East Brookfield Public Library, 104 Cottage 
St.)

Tuesday, Dec. 3 
North Brookfield seniors gather to dine— 
A hearty lunch served at 11:30, fine. 
Call ahead, enjoy the meal, 
And share a chat that feels quite real. 
(North Brookfield Senior Center, 29 Forest 
St.)

Wednesday, Dec. 4 
At Richard Sugden Library in Spencer town, 
Holiday story time brings smiles, not 
frowns. 
Join at 10:30 a.m. for tales well-told, 
Perfect for little ones two to four years old. 
(69 East Main St., Spencer)

Thursday, Dec. 5 
Warren’s crafters gather again— 
A knit-and-stitch from 1 to 3, with friends. 
Bring your needles, your hooks, your yarn, 
And finish gifts before the holiday barn. 
(Warren Public Library, 934 Main St.)

Haston Free Public Library
 expands digital access for residents

Workshop13 
highlights local 
musicians with 

Singer Songwriter 
Series

WARE —  Workshop13 is excited to highlight seven local 
and regional musicians - Charlie Diamond, Eric Troy, Tobey sol 
Laroche, O’Leyra, Catie Verostick, Makayla Nelson, and featured 
artist Taija New – in their new Singer Songwriter Series. This event 
takes place in Workshop13’s Grand Hall at 13 Church St., Ware, 
Mass. on Saturday, Nov. 29.. Doors open at 6pm and the perfor-
mance begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are priced on a sliding scale and are 
available at www.workshop13.org.

Special guests from the Musical Chairs of Massachusetts 
podcast/YouTube channel, Chris Guerra & Nikki Cross, will be 
present. Enjoy photo ops, meet and greets, food for purchase (free 
popcorn), and a cash bar. The performance will feature sound 
design by Brian Jyringi and be hosted by Amanda Meli and MC’d 
by Kevin Wherry.

Singer-songwriters will share their original songs and the sto-
ries behind them, “in the round” style, a performance format that 
brings  a  group  of  singer-songwriters together sharing the stage, 
with each artist delivering songs one after another. After intermis-
sion, enjoy a special featured performance by nationally touring 
artist Taija New, followed by powerful second round, a group 
curtain call, and a community meet-and greet with all performers.

About Workshop13
Workshop13 is a dynamic center where arts, culture, and com-

munity converge—expanding access to the arts and nurturing 
creativity and self-expression in our rural region.  For more infor-
mation, visit workshop13.org, or call 413-277-6072.
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When travelers cross 
a covered bridge in New 
England, few realize that 
many of those structures 
owe their design to an 
inventor from Spencer. 
William Howe, born in the 
town in 1803, changed the 
course of American bridge 
construction with a single 
idea—one that blended 
wood, iron, and mechanical 
logic in a way no builder 
had attempted before.

Howe’s family had deep 
roots in the region. Several 
members were skilled car-
penters and millwrights, 
familiar with the engineer-
ing challenges posed by riv-
ers, freight, and the expand-
ing transportation networks 

of the 19th century. By the 
1830s, as railroads pushed 
westward and manufactur-
ers demanded sturdier ways 
to move goods, bridge 
builders sought designs that 
could handle heavier loads 
without requiring rare or 
costly materials.

In 1840, drawing on 
his background and the 
growing needs of the 
era, Howe patented what 
would become known as 
the Howe truss—a structur-
al framework using wooden 
diagonals paired with ver-
tical iron rods that could 
be tightened or adjusted on 
site. This was an innovation 
of uncommon practicality: 
it allowed builders to fine-

tune a bridge’s strength 
after assembly, compensat-
ing for wood shrinkage or 
environmental changes. For 
railroad companies dealing 
with rapid expansion, it was 
a revelation.

The design quickly 
became one of the most 
widely used bridge frame-
works of the 19th century. 
Railroads adopted it across 
the Northeast, Midwest, 
and beyond. The simplici-
ty of its construction, com-
bined with its adaptability, 
made it ideal for frontier 
regions where skilled car-
penters were available but 
large iron components were 
expensive or difficult to 
transport.

Covered bridges built 
with Howe’s patented 
system became common 
throughout Massachusetts, 
including in Worcester 
and Hampshire counties. 
Although many have been 
replaced over time, sev-
eral Howe-truss bridges 
survive across the United 
States, preserved as histor-
ic landmarks. The design’s 
influence also extended 
into early timber-and-iron 
railroad bridges—struc-
tures that made high-vol-
ume freight transport both 
safer and more efficient at a 
key moment in the nation’s 
industrial development.

Howe’s achievement 
placed Spencer on the map of 

American engineering his-
tory. While the town later 
became more widely rec-
ognized for its wire manu-
facturing and textile opera-
tions, Howe’s work remains 
one of its most far-reaching 
contributions. Even after 
the development of all-iron 
and steel trusses, his design 
continued to appear in cov-
ered bridges and smaller 
spans well into the early 
20th century.

Today, the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission lists 
William Howe among the 
state’s significant 19th-cen-
tury inventors. Engineering 
texts continue to cite the 
Howe truss as a landmark 
example of combining 
materials in tension and 
compression in a way that 
was both economical and 
structurally elegant.

For residents of Spencer 
and the surrounding 
Brookfields, Howe’s legacy 
is not simply a technical 
milestone. It is a remind-
er that innovations with 
national impact often begin 
in small towns—shaped by 
local craftsmen, local land-
scapes, and local needs.

As covered bridges 
remain symbols of New 
England heritage, they also 
stand as quiet markers of 
Spencer’s place in the story. 
Every time a visitor walks 
through the timbered inte-
rior of a surviving Howe-
truss bridge, they are, in a 
sense, walking through a 
chapter of local history that 
helped hold up the expand-
ing nation.

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank has been rec-
ognized as one of the 2025 Best Banks to Work For, 
ranking #15 nationwide on the  annual listpublished 
by American Banker.  It’s the second year in a row 
Cornerstone has earned this honor celebrating banks 
that excel at creating supportive, engaging workplac-
es where employees feel valued and empowered to 
succeed.

The Best Banks to Work For program, now in its 
12th year, is conducted by American Banker in part-
nership with Best Companies Group. This year, 90 
banks across the country earned a place on the list 
following an in-depth evaluation of workplace policies 
and anonymous employee surveys assessing engage-
ment and satisfaction.

“We’re incredibly proud to be recognized among the 
best banks to work for in the nation,” said President 
and CEO Todd Tallman. “Our employees are the heart 
of Cornerstone Bank, and this recognition reflects their 
dedication, teamwork and commitment to our custom-
ers and communities.”

According to  American Banker  Editor-
in-Chief Chana Schoenberger, “The banks 
recognized as Best Banks to Work For are 
institutions employees want to join and stay. 
They understand how to give workers rea-
sons to find purpose in their jobs.”

To determine the rankings, each partici-
pating bank was evaluated through a two-
part process: a review of workplace practic-
es, policies and benefits (25 percent of the 
total score) and an anonymous employee 
survey (75 percent). The combined results 
determined the final ranking.

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, 

born of a long history of supporting the 
community, and providing a strong foun-
dation to help people and businesses thrive. 
Serving Worcester County, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and community-based 
banking model enables a unique ability to 
deliver outstanding service, with a personal 
touch. Cornerstone, which is a subsidiary of 
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, operating inde-
pendently under its own name and brand, 
provides the highest level of service and 
expertise for individuals, businesses, and 
community organizations with branch loca-

tions throughout Central Massachusetts. Cornerstone 
works to connect customers with opportunities 
through a broad range of deposit and loan products 
and services. Built on Trust is not just a tagline, but 
also one of our guiding corporate values. Whether a 
business or personal partnership, Cornerstone stands 
on the foundation that relationships are built on trust. 
To learn about Cornerstone Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings, please visit  cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

About  American Banker 
American Banker empowers banking professionals 
with insight into the ideas transforming their industry. 
Through journalism, events, and research, it connects 
more than 850,000 industry leaders online, in person, 
and in print every day.

About Best Companies Group 
Since 2004, Best Companies Group has identified 
and recognized great employers through independent 
research and employee surveys designed to measure 

workplace satisfac-
tion and culture.
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BARGAIN
 BAY

BIG SAVINGS
 ON

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Interior/Exterior Doors & Windows  at Super Bargain Prices

$38
As Low As

$75
As Low As

$16
As Low As

TAKE 
AN EXTRA 

20% off20% off
 All The Bargain Bay Products 

While Supplies Last
 When you bring this ad

See the Tab Bargain Bay 
at our website for a 

large selection!! 

$1895*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends December 6, 2025

Visit our
Online 

Bargain Bay
affordable

windows.com

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

RIO
Dog

Female/Spayed

Retriever, Nova 

Scotia Duck Tolling/

Mix

9 years

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 

 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding
 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery

Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)
 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)

• Pharmacy
• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin

• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

The Spencer inventor who changed American bridges

Cornerstone Bank 
named one of nation’s 

Best Banks to Work For

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

AUBURN: Kenneth 
“Ken” Leeds Hamilton, 
79, passed away on 
Tuesday, November 
18, 2025, surrounded 
by family.   Ken grew 
up in Millbury and then 
moved to Spencer to a 
home he loved for 46 

years. He served proudly in the United 
States Marine Corps and was a police offi-
cer for the Worcester Police Department, a 
job he loved. He also worked construction 
when he wasn’t on duty. After he retired, 
he drove a school bus for disabled children 
and he really loved those kids. He then 
worked at Leroux Market and Crossroads 
in Leicester for many years.

He was predeceased by  his parents Al 
and Evelyn Hamilton and his infant broth-
er Richard (Ricky)  Hamilton. He leaves 
his daughter Kim O’Mahoney and hus-
band Keith of Dublin Ireland, sister Nancy 
Cantwell and husband Tom of Sturbridge, 

Sharon  Katz and 
husband Marshall 
of Concord, Diane 
Renauld and husband 
Ted of  Shrewsbury, 
Deb Guterman and 
husband Peter of 
Mashpee, his god-
child Lisa  Cantwell of 
Brookfield, many nieces and nephews and 
his beloved cats  Moose and Skittles. He 
also leaves wonderful friends especially 
Dave and Brenda Metterville and Jennifer 
Vaughn.

The family would like to thank the entire 
staff of Brookdale Eddy Pond East for their 
excellent care, compassion and friendship.

Burial is private. Ken leaves a legacy of 
love and caring. He took interest in  those 
individuals that needed support the most. 
We love you Ken. Rest in peace.   Please 
visit:  www.morinfuneralhomes.com  to 
leave an online condolence.

Kenneth “Ken” Leeds Hamilton, 79

OBITUARY

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Thursday price 11/20/25 was $3.09 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Make it a ballpark w/ mustard, 
sauteed onions & peppers, 

and cheese for $1 more
Cannot be combined  

with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

NOVEMBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Meatball 
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Sausage Grinder 
 Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, 

PO Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550, 

or by e-mail to 
obits@

stonebridgepress.news

WEST BROOKFIELD 
— First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, 
UCC, 36 N. Main St., will be 
hosting a new event, Advent 
Interlude, on Tuesday eve-
ning, Dec. 2, at 7 p.m.  

Open to the communi-
ty, Advent Interlude is an 

hour of inspiring readings, 
short video presentations, 
and lively music offer-
ings designed to help folks 
reflect upon, and be inspired 
by, the true meaning of the 
Advent season, in prepara-
tion for the Christmas cele-
bration of the birth of Jesus. 

All are welcome and 
invited to come for a time of 
joy and then go out inspired 
by the true meaning of the 
season in which we prepare 
for the birth of the Christ 
child! For more informa-
tion, call 508-867-7078.

WEST BROOKFIELD 
—  A Wreaths Across 
America event will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 13 at noon 
on the Common. Sponsor 
a wreath to remember and 
honor a West Brookfield 
veteran. Wreaths will 
be placed on all of West 
Brookfield veterans’ graves 

at Pine Grove and Sacred 
Heart Cemeteries following 
ceremony.

For more informa-
tion, call Nadine Morin at 
774-200-3396 or Joanne 
Dorman at 508-867-2524.

As a Gold Star Sister 
here in West Brookfield, 
this event is special to my 

family and the entire town.  
We would be grateful for 
any advance publicity and 
hopefully some recognition 
from that day in the press.  
Last year, 400 wreaths 
were placed on our veter-
ans’ graves here in West 
Brookfield.

Advent Interlude at 
First Congregational

 W. Brookfield

Wreaths Across America 
honors W. Brookfield veterans

WEST BROOKFIELD 
— The First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, 
36 N. Main St., will host 
an open house on Sunday, 
Dec. 7 from 11:30 a.m. - 
5 p.m. during the town’s 
White Christmas celebra-
tion. 

The dining area opens at 
11:30 a.m. and the menu 
includes: A plentiful and 
delicious hot turkey sand-
wich with stuffing, gravy 
and cranberry sauce, hot 

dogs, chili dogs, chili by the 
bowl, two kinds of home-
made soup, chicken, egg 
and ham salad sandwich-
es, homemade pie - apple, 
blueberry and pumpkin and 
new this year - cheesecake! 
They will also offer a huge 
raffle with many items 
and gift cards, a concert 
by the Hardwick Memorial 
Handbell Choir at 1:30 
p.m., “Find-the-Elf” for the 
kids, free door prize raf-
fle and a bountiful baked-

goods table. A special treat 
this year is a raffle for a 
gorgeous handmade quilt. 
The pattern is Potato Chip 
and measures approx. 58 by 
68 inches. The Christmas 
tunes will be playing, and 
the atmosphere will be fes-
tive and cheery. A wonder-
ful place to be to welcome 
in our holiday season! 

Call the church for more 
information at 508-867-
7078.

First Congregational Church of 
West Brookfield participates in 

town’s White Christmas festivities
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LEICESTER — Leicester High School 
has released its honor roll for the first quar-
ter of the 2025-2026 school year.

High Honors
12th Grade: Kate Barbato, Kyle Bates, 

Eryn Berkstresser, Avery Bullock, Sophia 
Comeau, Brandon Escobar, John Gahagan, 
Shane Garrahie, Bueno Guzman Bueno, 
Emily Hunt, Natalia Kallio, Gabriel Key-
Wallace, Hannah Martin, Christopher 
Moffat, Zoe Morales, Nola Perry, Kassidy 
Poce, Nicole Tuson, Tyler Williams

11th Grade: Jacob Beaulac, Joshua 
McCormick, Sabrina Wright

10th Grade: Matthew Alves, Brady 
Bouchard, Andrew Boucher, Haylee 
Kularski, Brock Lopez, Alena Martinkova, 
Julianna McCormick, Trinity Medeiros, 
Charlotte Mercer, Katherine Ozarowski, 
Paula Roberts, Ryan Sweeney, Jayke 
Williams

9th Grade: Jordan Argyriadis. Camden 
Beaudry, Nick Nguyen, Hunter Wright

Honors
12th Grade: Lenny Angua-Mante, 

Abigail Baker, Landon Beveridge, Isabella 
Beyers, Collin Connor, Jacob Cosper, 
Jasmine Fuller, Jason Fuller, Jordan Giggey, 
Brody Grant, Rowen Hennessy, Savannah 
Kulig, Ava Lane, Elyssia Leboeuf, Isabella 
LePoer, Savannah Lumb, Castillo Martinez 
Castillo, Augustine Marubu, Bethany 
Parke, Lucas Sampaio, Jack Skoglund, 
Nathan Wilder, Dakota Zinkevich

11th Grade: Destiny Barshell, Inal 

Bouzid, Jenna Bush, Kelsey Cole, 
Alexander Fournier, Taylor Gallant, 
Kenneth Lane, Jahnisha Layne, Jeremy 
Ledbetter, Valerie Maynard, Kaidyn 
McDowell, Canas Merino Canas, Robert 
O’Neil, Gianna Panepinto, Laila Paquin, 
Ava Petruzzi, Jillian Rodrique, Taylor 
Rodrique, Hazinga Van Hazinga, Casey 
Waterman

10th Grade: Jack Albro, Anthony Andino, 
Muhammad Arslan, Russell Baker, Rory 
Barrett, Kennedy Bates, Emma Bernabei, 
Jude Campbell, Zachary Couture, Allison 
Gagne, Annalise Guzman, Hailey Knott, 
Joseph Kulla, Michael Lupien, Matthew 
Magoun, Joyce Marubu, Josiah McDonald, 

Max Milionis, Maia Mitchell, Trevor 
Moorghen, Nikolai Ngo, Brandon Nguyen, 
Alivia Perry, Desmond Strom, Shane 
Stuart, Jameson Wood

9th Grade: Elijah Belisle, Sarah Clark, 
Lucas Cruz, John Derrick, Brody Dufries, 
Javier Flores, Liam Gentile, Benjamin 
Hagglund, Braydon Herbert, Mya Jones, 
James Karas, Diana Kitchen, Callie Ladner, 
Papayaw Larbi, Rocco Lauder, Tighe 
Lauder, Brody Mateiko, Lila McDonald, 
Kingston Nguyen, David Pacheco, Jaedyn 
Perry, Thinh Pham, John Poppalardo, Ella 
RowdenZenah Stagg, William Toomey, 
Robert Zinkevich

Leicester 
Middle 
School 

announces 
Honor Roll
Leicester — Leicester Middle School 

has released its honor roll for the first 
quarter of the 2025-2026 school year.

8th Grade 
High Honors: Beverly Ampaw, 

Maxwell Belizaire, Jolene Boudreau, 
Landon Bullock, Justin Cai, Olivia 
Cardona, Avery Cole, Mila Cortes, 
Gavin Ford, Adalynn Grant, Christopher 
Harrington, Tyler Kularski, Fiona 
Liebman, Cadence Medeiros, Emma 
Mercier, Nana Obeng, David Sanborn, 
Lily Schrader, Joseph Ukpong, Leah 
Varney

Honors: Dianexiz Acevedo-Ortiz, 
Elisa Aguirre, Shayla Benson, Trey 
Blais, Michael Cormier, Bridget Dillon, 
Athena Flanders, Shelby Grant, Haidi 
Hadi, Emily Hipple, Juliette Hoakstra, 
Ava Johnston, Sophia Johnston, Aaliyah 
Layne, Sadie Lenahan, Ayla Lis, Reagan 
Lyon, Benjamin Marjault, Hunter Martin, 
Charlie Marttila, Francis Marubu, Owen 
Murphy, Sophia Muzzy, Sonya Potvin, 
Hailey Rooney, Harmony Rowland, 
Kayzen-Kalani Santana-Ernestburg, 
Rayman Singharaj, Anthony Sullivan, 
Jackson Trainor, Liam Tremblay, Aaliyah 
Trought, Aiden Valinski, Amy Van 
Hazinga, Brady Walsh, Brody Weber

7th Grade 
High Honors: Juliette Bellisario, 

Aubrey Bullock, Anna Derrick, Rylee 
Garrahie, Shaylie Moore, Stacy Morrobel 
Dominguez

Honors: Arianna Alicea Rodriguez, 
Mackenzie Beaulac, Edmund Besse, 
Charli Brunelle, Brooklyn Bullock, 
Kyesmarie Camacho, Victoria Cardona, 
Daniel Ciciliane, Sophia Collins, Logan 
Curren, Arizona Fleming, Jayden 
Gleason, Alessandro Guzman, Raegan 
Higgins, Sophia Kennedy, Larissa 
LaFlamme, Kris Lapi, Alivia Larson, 
Camille LeBlanc, Julianna LeClair, 
Andrew Lemerise, Mason Lynch, Nora 
MacDonnell, Olivia Maki, Jackson 
McKenzie, Karizma Menard, Alexander 
Perez, Logan Perry, Theresa Reynolds, 
Logan Ross, Scott Rowland, Leonel 
Sanchez Orellana, Isabella Sirianni, 
Michael Therrien, Charlyse Torres, 
Kason Ward

6th Grade 
High Honors: Maxwell Alade, Skylar 

Backstrom, Vivienne Belizaire, Leah 
Cunningham, Benjamin Machado, Tylor 
Moorghen, Layla Mullins, Addison 
Murphy, Autumn Schimke, Taymiyyah 
Sullivan, Madison Westberg, Dylan 
Williams

Honors: Gannon Arnberg, Kaydence 
Beamenderfer, Nolan Beaudry, Summer 
Blais, Huy Bui, Elizabeth Cooper, 
Guiliana Escobar, Draven Fernandes, 
Calvin Fryer, Owen Giddix, Hunter 
Hayes, Adhuresa Latifi, Luke LaBlanc, 
Noah Loosemore, Olivia Mason, Jackson 
McCauley, Santy Melendez Vasquez, 
Benjamin Miller, Anna Nguyen, Hafsa 
Oubih, Bentley Payne, Blake Potvin, 
Emilianna Rodriguez, Rayden Singharaj, 
Richard Spratt, Julianna Trainor, Anthony 
Walsh, Tristan Walsh, Scarlett Wells, 
Finian Wood, Julian Wooden

5th Grade 
High Honors: Julia Blanchard, 

Aubrielle Camacho, Kinsley Champagne, 
Ava Cunningham, Myles Derrick, Jurell 
Evans, Cristian Guzman, Maximus 
Huynh, Panjri Joshi, Jacob Lovejoy, 
Madelynn McNally, Victor Medina 
Garcia, Jada Moore, Allison Muzzy, 
Jayden Nguyen, Javian Ruiz, Aubrey 
Sanborn, Mason Settle, Joshua Soucie, 
Ryan Soucy, Phuc Khang Tran Ly, Jacob 
Varney, Brynn Wayman, Wyatt Zwirblia

Honors: Charlotte Barber, Jaziah 
Billinger, Mallory Brunell, Han 
Bui, Aubrey Colby, Delaney Copper, 
Gabriella Dillon, Declan Friend, Aryanna 
Furtado, Victoria Heenan, Avery Jackson, 
Madeline Jiang, Olivia Jyringi, Colin 
McGowan, Lila Meloche, Hattie Nadeau, 
Domenic Nardella, Grayson Nichols, 
Camila Pacheco, Mason Pacheco, Brock 
Patterson, Mason Patterson, Joseph 
Sirianni, Michael Siwale, Myla Snow, 
Aneesah Sullivan, Alexander Walsh, 
Ryder Walsh, Emmett Younger, Arham 
Zahid

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 11/28 & SATURDAY 11/29

SEAFOOD TRIO 
(HADDOCK, SCALLOPS, 
AND STUFFED SHRIMP)

AFTER 5:00 PM

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

FIREPLACE FEASTS 
November through April

1700’s style feast, prepared on the open hearth 
of a great fieldstone fireplace. 

• Delicious Fireplace Roasted Prime Rib…
 you can even enjoy seconds! 

• Deep Dish Apple Pie with fresh Whipped Cream
• Mulling and chowder demonstrations 

• Horsedrawn wagon or sleigh ride, weather permitting Gift Certificates

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

j j j j j j

Alanis is a beautiful, sweet, and lov-
ing little girl who adores music—es-

pecially Cocomelon! She loves being 
held and comforted by her caregiv-
ers, and nothing makes her giggle 

more than when they whisper softly 
to her. Alanis enjoys making sounds 
and listening to herself, delighting in 
the way she can express happiness 
and contentment. She feels espe-

cially at ease when her basic needs 
are met—after being fed, bathed, 
and having her diaper changed. 

Alanis currently receives early inter-
vention services, which focus on oral 

stimulation, mirror play, sensory engagement with toys, and plenty of 
nurturing physical contact to support her growth and development. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21177206691 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.              

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster 
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care.             

Alanis 
Age 4 

Registration #8733   

Leicester High School announces honor roll

Spencer’s 
Operation 

Undercover 
celebrates 
35 years

SPENCER — This will be the 35th year 
that “Operation Underwear” has been orga-
nized by the McPherson family. 

Beth McPherson will be collecting pack-
ages of adult underwear and socks until 
Dec. 22. Laura and Marcus Torti will 
deliver these items to Jerimiah’s Inn, Mass 
Veteran’s Shelter and Abby’s House, the 
week before Christmas. You are invited 
to bring these  to the Spencer Town Hall 
«giving tree,” Richard Sugden Library, 
or leave them in a hamper at the front of 
the McPherson home at 125 Pleasant St., 
Spencer.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

DUDLEY-
PRIVACY & INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

7 Acres- Buildable
 5 Acre Lot inlcuded, 2.5 

Baths, 24' Great Room, Hard-
wood Flooring Throughout,

2 Car Garage, Energy 
Efficient Construction

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

143 Charlton Rd. $595,000

27 W. Applewood Drive $615,000

*1.04 Acres * 477’ Backyard
*3 Full Baths

* Kithen w/ Granite Counters 
and Center Island

*Central Air, Hardwood Floors
*First Floor Laundry

*1st Floor Familyroom
 w/ Fireplace

*Lower Level Recreation Room

*2 Fireplaces
*3 Full Baths

*Kitchen w/ Breakfast Bar
*3 Bedroom

* Oversized Garage
*One Owner Home,

Well Maintained
*Central Air *Central Vac

DUDLEY- 
GREAT LOCATION!!

CHARLTON- 
52’X28’ SPLIT

SOUTHBRIDGE/
DUDLEY
30.2 Acres

753’ Frontage 
4 Potential House 

Lots
Great Recreational 

Land-
Wooded and 

Private

FREE 
HOMEBUYER 

CLASS
11-22-25

Seating Limited
Call Jo-Ann Szymczak

774-230-5044
For a reservation

GO BARTLETT GO BARTLETT 
HIGH HIGH 

INDIANS!!INDIANS!!
105TH CONTEST105TH CONTEST

COME JOIN US!COME JOIN US!
Happy Happy 

Thanksgiving!Thanksgiving!

43 East Main Street
 Webster, MA 01570

Finest Realtor Associates to 
Serve You!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RIWe Want Your Listings!

GOGO
BARTLETTBARTLETT

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

REAL ESTATE

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood

REAL ESTATE
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WORCESTER — The Worcester County 
Sheriff’s Office Regional Reentry Center 
received the Community Activism Award 
from the National Organization for Human 
Services at the organization’s national con-
ference on Nov. 8. The Regional Reentry 
Center was recognized for its holistic, per-
son-centered approach to supporting suc-
cessful reentry and long-term stability for 
individuals involved in the criminal justice 
system and returning to Worcester County 
communities.

Worcester Mayor Joseph Petty and the 
Worcester City Council formally rec-
ognized the Worcester County Sheriff’s 
Office Regional Reentry Center (RRC) 
during the Worcester City Council meet-
ing on Tuesday, Nov. 18, at Worcester 
City Hall. The ceremony highlighted the 
Center’s selection as the recipient of the 
Community Activism Award from the 
National Organization for Human Services 
(NOHS), a national nonprofit dedicated 
to enhancing human services, supporting 

professionals, and promoting excellence 
through advocacy, professional develop-
ment, and collaboration.

The NOHS Community Activism Award 
honors individuals, groups, and organiza-
tions that demonstrate exceptional com-
mitment to the communities they serve, 
equitable access to services, and com-
munity transformation. In its notification, 
NOHS highlighted the Reentry Center’s 
leadership, collaboration, and model of 
systemic advocacy, noting the program’s 
lasting impact on individuals and families 
throughout Central Massachusetts.

Sheriff Lew Evangelidis expressed deep 
gratitude for the recognition, noting that 
it reflected the dedication of the Regional 
Reentry Center team and the broader mis-
sion of the Worcester County Sheriff’s 
Office.

“This award is particularly gratifying 
because the concept of a reentry cen-
ter originated with one employee through 
a grant and donated space,” explained 

Evangelidis. “Over the past 15 years, the 
reentry center has evolved into an extraor-
dinary service organization that serves as a 
national model. It was incredibly humbling 
for our Regional Reentry Center to receive 
this national award, especially among so 
many outstanding initiatives and dedicated 
professionals across the country.”

The Regional Reentry Center, located at 
365 Main St., Worcester, provides a com-
prehensive continuum of services to those 
involved in the criminal justice system, 
including:

Transitional and permanent housing 
assistance

Mental health and substance use treat-
ment

Workforce development and employ-
ment opportunities

Peer recovery coaching
Full wraparound supports tailored to 

individual needs

These programs help individuals rebuild 
their lives, reduce recidivism, and strength-
en the Worcester County community. To 
learn more about the center, visit the main 
street location, or call 508-752-1212.

TTaannttaassqquuaa  RReeggiioonnaall  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll 
TTeecchhnniiccaall  DDiivviissiioonn  

Now accepting Applications for  
school year 2026-2027 for grades 9 & 10 

All of our programs are Chapter 74 approved 
We service students from Brimfield, Brookfield, Wales, Holland, Sturbridge, 

East Brookfield, West Brookfield, and Leicester 

Culinary Arts  Information Technology 

Architectural Design Mechanical Design 

Health Careers  Carpentry 

Hospitality Management Electrical 

Business Tech   Advanced Manufacturing 

319 Brookfield Road, Fiskdale, MA 01518 • 508-347-3045 

TTaannttaassqquuaa  RReeggiioonnaall  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll 
TTeecchhnniiccaall  DDiivviissiioonn  

Now accepting Applications for  
school year 2026-2027 for grades 9 & 10 

All of our programs are Chapter 74 approved 
We service students from Brimfield, Brookfield, Wales, Holland, Sturbridge, 

East Brookfield, West Brookfield, and Leicester 

Culinary Arts  Information Technology 

Architectural Design Mechanical Design 

Health Careers  Carpentry 

Hospitality Management Electrical 

Business Tech   Advanced Manufacturing 

319 Brookfield Road, Fiskdale, MA 01518 • 508-347-3045 

319 Brookfield Road, Fiskdale, MA 01518
508-347-3045

To print an application,
 please go to 

https://technical.tantasqua.org 
Application for Admission 

is located within Forms

Tantasqua Regional
 High School

Technical Division

Tantasqua Regional
 High School

Technical Division

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC
 EVERY WEEK!
- Friday, 11/28: 
Professor Pop

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

The Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Choose from our large
 selection of fresh-cut 

Christmas Trees, 
Blue Spruce, 

Black Hills Spruce, 
Balsam Fir, 

Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir 
and Grand Fir.

All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM  
AT THE LUMBER YARD
OPENING DAY: Nov 28th!

Sheriff’s Office receives national award 
for reentry efforts in Worcester County

Courtesy

Sheriff Evangelidis, the WCSO RRC team, and Worcester City Officials pose for a photo with the NOHS award, a Proclamation from the city, and a citation from the Massachusetts State Senate.

Donations as of 11/21/2025 

Monetary Donations may be sent to: Spencer Toys for Kids, P.O. Box 186, Spencer, 
MA 01562.
New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off at: Spencer Fire Dept & ERA Key Realty 
Services (415B Main St), Cornerstone Bank (Spencer office), Choice Physical Therapy. 
If you would like to sponsor a child, please contact Donna at 
donnaflannery@erakey.net or call 508-885-6336. If you are in need of assistance, 
applications can be picked up at: Spencer Post Office, Mary Queen of the Rosary Food 
Pantry, Town clerk's office in the town hall, or ERA Key Realty Services (outside 
mailbox). You can see updates on Facebook at Spencer Toys for Kids.
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When it comes to saving for health-
care costs, few tools are as powerful as a 
Health Savings Account (HSA). Yet many 
Americans don’t take full advantage of it.

HSAs offer a rare triple-tax benefit. You 
don’t pay taxes when you contribute money, 
your earnings grow tax-free and you don’t 
pay taxes when you withdraw funds for 
qualified medical expenses.

It’s like a retirement account specifically 
for healthcare costs. Since out-of-pock-
et healthcare costs for couples in retire-
ment can be high (over $375,000 for those 
with Medicare and Medigap and nearly 
$200,000 for those with Advantage plans, 
according to 2025 Milliman Retiree Health 
Cost Index), maximizing your HSA should 
be a priority. 

Here are some things to consider: 
Ensure your eligibility.  To contribute, 

you must be enrolled in a high-deductible 
health insurance plan and cannot be on 
Medicare or claimed as someone else›s 
dependent. You also can›t have other health 
insurance coverage, though dental, vision 
and disability insurance are allowed.

For 2025, you can contribute up to $4,300 
for individual coverage ($4,400 in 2026) 
or $8,550 for family coverage ($8,750 in 
2026). If you’re 55 or older, you can add an 
extra $1,000 annually. HSA contributions 
are generally made through monthly pay-
roll deductions.

Think long-term. Many people treat their 
HSA like a checking account, spending the 
money as soon as medical bills arrive.

Another strategy, however, is to leave 
your HSA funds alone if you can afford to 
pay medical expenses out of pocket. This 
approach lets that money grow for future 
healthcare needs, including retirement.

This strategy transforms your HSA from 
a spending account into a powerful sav-
ings tool. You can always reimburse your-
self later for those out-of-pocket medical 
expenses, even years down the road, so 
long as you keep your receipts.

Invest for growth.  Most HSAs offer 
investment options, yet only 9 percent of 
account holders take advantage of them 
according to a 2025 Devenir HSA survey. 
The remaining 91 percent keep their entire 
balance in cash, missing out on potential 
growth opportunities.

Consider investing at least a portion of 
your HSA funds, especially if you don’t 
expect to need the money soon. Just keep 
enough cash available to cover any imme-
diate and significant medical expenses you 
might face.

Avoid early penalties. Before age 65, tak-
ing HSA money for non-medical expenses 
means paying income tax plus a 20 percent 
penalty. But once you hit 65, that penalty 
disappears and your HSA works much like 
a traditional IRA for non-medical with-
drawals.

Of course, using HSA funds for quali-
fied medical expenses remains tax-free at 
any age, making it the ideal use for these 
dollars.

The bottom line:  With healthcare costs 
continuing to rise, an HSA offers an oppor-
tunity to save money while reducing your 
tax burden. Whether you›re planning for 
next year’s medical bills or healthcare costs 
decades away, maximizing your HSA con-
tributions could be one of the smartest 
financial moves you make.

Whether you’re planning for next year 
or catching up for 2025, your HSA can 
help turn today’s savings into tomorrow’s 
financial security.

  This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Making the 
most of your 

Health Savings 
Account

The quiet value 
of gathering

Thanksgiving has a way of pulling fam-
ilies back into the same room, no matter 
how scattered they have become over the 
past year. Some arrivals require only a short 
drive across town. Others involve long 
flights, traffic-clogged highways, or rear-
ranged work schedules. However people 
manage it, the act of showing up remains 
the holiday’s core tradition.

In communities like Spencer, Leicester, 
and the Brookfields, the reunion itself often 
matters more than the meal. Some house-
holds will host three generations around 
one table. Others will welcome a single 
guest who would otherwise spend the day 
alone. Many families will adjust old rou-
tines to include new faces, new dietary 
needs, or the reality that the dining room 
is tighter than it used to be. None of that 
diminishes the purpose of the day.

Thanksgiving is one of the few occasions 
when people consciously slow down long 
enough to sit without hurry. Children return 
from college with stories and new habits. 
Parents take stock of another year lived at 
a pace that feels faster than the last. Older 
relatives measure the day by the comfort 
of familiar voices. Even families that have 
weathered disagreements find that the hol-
iday allows for a temporary truce, if only 
because everyone recognizes the value of 
an afternoon spent in each other’s company.

The simple routines hold the day togeth-
er: someone peeling potatoes, someone 
checking the rolls in the oven, someone 
else searching for the extra folding chairs. 
These unremarkable scenes create a kind 
of shared rhythm that needs no explanation. 
They remind families that presence is more 
important than perfection.

Not every household celebrates in the 
same way. Some will eat early so relatives 
can split time between multiple gatherings. 
Others will meet later in the evening due to 
work shifts, travel delays, or the demands of 
young children. A number of families will 
observe the day with smaller tables than in 
years past, marking absences that remain 
deeply felt. Thanksgiving does not erase 
those truths. But the act of coming together, 
even in changed form, offers stability at a 
time of year that can feel unpredictable.

In these towns, the holiday often extends 
beyond living rooms. Neighbors drop off 
pies or casseroles to households preparing 
for a crowd. Local faith communities orga-
nize meals for residents who need them. 
Friends share the long weekend with each 
other when travel is not possible. These 
gestures reflect a broader understanding 
that families are defined not only by blood-
lines, but by the people who choose to 
support one another.

As Thanksgiving approaches, the focus 
can return to what remains steady. A table—
even a crowded or uneven one—can be 
enough. Families do not need matching 
plates, flawless recipes, or quiet rooms to 
make the holiday meaningful. What matters 
is the willingness to gather, to listen, and to 
recognize the value of being in the same 
place, even for a few hours.

This week, many residents across the 
region will do exactly that. And in a year 
when daily life has often felt rushed and 
fragmented, the chance to sit together may 
be the most important tradition of all.

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:
Clarifying what the Department of 

Government Efficiency has delivered so 
far:

1) We have eliminated the Department 
of Consumer Protection. We can only 
assume because fraud and abuse no lon-
ger exists, and $500 million, that returned 
$18 billion to consumers the prior year, 
was unusual.

2) We have cut the $3.5 billion National 
Parks budget, that had been returning $55 
billion a year, because we no longer need 
all trails and attractions open, or clean 
restrooms, because we are discouraging 
foreign visitors and even our own.

3) We have gotten rid of USAID. This 
will mean those farms proudly displaying 
signs on their barns that read “We Feed 
the World” will come down as farmers 
bankrupted for investing in seed, pack-
aging and shipping equipment will be 
auctioned to China or other deep pock-
ets. Discontinuing the flow of food has 
already killed millions, as we just paid to 
incinerated 500 tons (100,000 pounds) of 
food already in the system, and are pay-
ing $10,000 a month storage on needed 
drugs  This program was started by JFK, 
seeing the impact we could so easily have, 
because we are Camelot.

During the government shutdown, the 
White House has accelerated purging 
government payrolls.  It is an ideal time, 
while the people who report unemploy-
ment figures are off, and those whose 
severance packages ended and became 
unemployment collectors.

A friend who worked for a downsizing 
government contractor years back went to 
work there right after he came home from 
Marine deployment to Vietnam.  Because 
he worked there as a cost accountant 
for so long, he was a late cut at age 60.  
Although he found other work, it paid far 
less and jobs in his field were long filled 
by earlier cut people in same trade.  When 
his unemployment ran out, he depleted his 
retirement funds. He was then required to 

start accepting his Social Security at  its 
lowest rate, as soon as he could.  This race 
to the bottom for him is now becoming an 
often repeated one. Project 2025.

I am watching the activity of the 
Supreme  Court and am a bit enthused 
seeing conservative judges probing what 
makes POTUS think he is entitled to 
usurp responsibilities like tariffs and 
purse powers , from congress.   I can 
only assume they have taken notice of 
the press secretaries’ comments, that the 
checks and balances of the three co-equal 
branches, are inhibiting him doing his job.  
The writing is on the wall, that enabling 
cutting appropriated funds, raising and 
distributing funds outside of congressio-
nal oversite, and withholding SNAP pay-
ments court ordered, is actually beyond 
King status

When Charles I tried it, Parliament had 
him beheaded.

How many of you think hiring 31,000 
masked agents, deploying troops to our 
streets, is really about rapists, drug dealers 
and thieves? I believe we are now moving 
beyond the day laborers, landscapers, 
pickers and packers, now working on 
school kids and people trying to nav-
igate the immigration system that the 
bipartisan immigration bill Biden wanted 
would have addressed.  The good news is, 
there will now be so many openings for 
unemployed people.

If you were of the impression that any 
of this was really about efficiency, please 
justify sending a carrier group costing us 
billions and using F-35 munitions costing 
us millions, to blow up little wooden 
boats, not knowing where they came from  
or are headed, then you are the kind of 
person who would use a sledge hammer 
for carpet tacks.

It bears repeating — “It is easier to con 
someone, tan to convince them, they were 
conned.”

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

DOGE

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must include the 
author’s name, address, and a daytime 
phone number for purposes of verifica-
tion in order to be considered for pub-
lication. Only the author’s name and 
the town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted without all 
of the required information will not be 
accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Edi-
tor to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decency 
standards, and any submission may be 
rejected at any time for any reason he or 
she might deem appropriate.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

There is a particular kind of 
quiet that settles over small towns 
in Massachusetts at this time of 
year. It’s not the deep winter hush, 
when the world seems padded in 
wool and the sidewalks squeak 
under snow boots. It’s a gen-
tler quiet, the kind that comes 
after the leaves finish their per-
formance and before the holiday 
rush starts tapping on the windows. It’s 
a space in the calendar where nothing 
much demands attention, and yet every-
thing feels like it’s gathering itself for 
something important.

I’ve always liked this pause. It’s the 
sort of stillness that lets you hear things 
you forget to notice: a screen door catch-
ing in the wind, a car starting reluc-
tantly in the driveway next door, or the 
muffled laughter of kids playing a last 
game outside before the cold becomes 
a convincing reason to stay in. These 
ordinary sounds remind me that most 
of life is built out of moments no one 
photographs.

At this time of year, people start fuss-
ing around their homes with a mix of 
anticipation and mild dread. A friend of 
mine was out on her porch last week, 
shaking a stubborn string of bulbs as 
if she could rattle some life back into 
them. “I swear these worked last year,” 
she said. I told her that holiday lights 
have their own personalities. Some are 
dependable. Some give up early. And 
some begin flickering with a sort of 
theatrical exhaustion, as though they’ve 
seen too many Decembers and would 
like a vacation.

It’s amusing what a person notices 
when not rushing. The shorter days pull 
more of life indoors, and the world 
seems to contract around kitchens and 
living rooms. People talk about “getting 
ready” for the holidays, but it’s rarely 
the big things that occupy them. It’s 
whether the good tablecloth is clean. 
Whether they remembered where they 
stored the roasting pan. Whether the dog 
will behave when company arrives—a 
concern that has caused more tension in 
households than any political conversa-
tion ever could.

One of the quiet joys of living in 
a small town is seeing how people 
approach the holidays in different ways 
but still end up making the season feel 
shared. Some neighbors decorate their 

homes early, glowing like bea-
cons long before most of us 
have untangled our extension 
cords. Others keep things mod-
est: a candle in each window, a 
wreath that’s been hanging on 
the same nail for twenty years, 
and maybe a single lighted star 
that looks as though it’s been 
guiding the same wise men 

around since the early ’90s.
What I’ve always appreciated, though, 

is the feeling that no matter how people 
get ready—enthusiastically, reluctantly, 
or somewhere in between—there is an 
underlying sense of kindness in the air. 
You see it in the way people hold doors 
for each other without needing to think 
about it. Or how someone lets another 
driver pull out first on a busy road, 
even if they themselves are late. These 
aren’t sweeping gestures, but they carry 
the same weight as any grand holiday 
message.

Most of us don’t need reminders about 
the importance of slowing down, but we 
take them anyway. Something about this 
season taps us on the shoulder and says, 
“Look, there is still warmth here. There 
is still softness.” It might be in the first 
smell of cookies baking, even if they 
come from a store-bought tube. Or in 
the way a grandparent leans in to listen 
to a story they’ve heard fifteen times but 
still pretend is new. Or in the laugh of a 
child who doesn’t yet understand what it 
means to worry about time.

And maybe that’s the purpose of this 
in-between season—the weeks when 
daylight shrinks and streetlights flick-
er on a little earlier each afternoon. It 
gives everybody permission to notice 
the lanterns along their own main street, 
whether actual lights or the people who 
brighten things simply by being there.

Winter will arrive soon enough, with 
all its demands and routines. But right 
now, in this softer stretch of the year, the 
world feels like it’s whispering instead of 
shouting. And if you’re willing to listen 
closely, you might hear something reas-
suring in that whisper: we’re all doing 
our best, we’re all moving at our own 
pace, and we’re all trying to bring a little 
light with us into the dark.

Sometimes, that’s enough.

Lanterns Along Main Street

By CHIPPY

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street
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BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Pot them up, give them 
a chill and enjoy spring 
flowering bulbs indoors 
or outside on a patio, 
deck or porch. Forcing 
spring-flowering bulbs 
like tulips, daffodils, hya-
cinths, grape hyacinths 
and crocus is a great way 
to use those bulbs that 
didn’t get planted in the 
garden or were on sale late 
in the season.

All you need is a suit-
able container, some well-
drained potting mix, the 

bulbs and a place to give 
the bulbs the chill neces-
sary to force them to bloom. 
Gather all your supplies and 
clear a space to assemble 
your bulb planter.

Select a container with 
drainage holes that is 
deep enough to accom-
modate the largest bulbs. 
Shorter varieties are less 
likely to flop but taller 
ones can be held upright 
with stakes, twigs and 
other decorative supports. 
Cover the bottom of the 
container with two inch-

es of a well-drained potting 
mix.   Place the bulbs close 
together about one half the 
bulb width apart with the 
neck of larger bulbs at or 

just below the soil surface. 
Set tulips with the flat side 
of the bulb facing the pot 
for a better display. 

Create a spring garden in 
a larger container by using a 
deep container and planting 
the bulbs in layers. Select a 
variety of bulbs that bloom 
at the same time for great-
er impact or use a combi-
nation of early-, mid- and 
late-blooming spring-flow-
ering bulbs to extend the 
bloom time and your enjoy-
ment. The package usually 
lists the color, height and 
bloom time of the bulbs.  

Place an inch or two of 
soil in the bottom and set 
the largest bulbs in place. 
Cover these bulbs with soil 
and add the smaller bulbs, 
like grape hyacinths and 
crocus, on the next level.  
Plant these bulbs close 
together for greater impact. 
Cover this layer with at 
least an inch of soil. Water 
thoroughly until the excess 
water drains out the bottom 
of the pot. 

Move your bulb-filled 
containers to a cool location 
where temperatures remain 
above freezing and between 
35 to 45 degrees Fahrenheit 
for 12 to 15 weeks. A spare 
refrigerator works well for 
this. Just avoid storing the 
bulbs with fruit, like apples 

and pears, that emit eth-
ylene gas that can nega-
tively impact flowering.  If 
refrigerator space is limited, 
you can store the unplanted 
bulbs in a paper bag, so 
they take up less space in 
the fridge for the needed 
chill before planting. 

Those gardening in cold-
er climates can also store 
the pots in an unheated 
garage.  Just water the con-
tainers whenever the soil is 
thawed and dry.   Or sink 
the container into a vacant 
garden space in your land-
scape.  Mulch the soil once 
the ground starts to freeze 
with evergreen boughs. 
The winter mulch makes 
retrieving the container eas-
ier in winter or early spring. 

Begin moving the con-
tainers out of cold storage 
once the 12- to 15-week 
chilling period is complete. 
Extend your enjoyment and 
the bloom time by remov-
ing one or just a few pots 
every week. Place the pot 
in a cool, bright location 
to encourage more compact 
growth. Water thoroughly 
when the top few inches of 
soil begin to dry. Soon the 
leaves will begin to sprout, 
and flowers will appear in 
about three to four weeks.

Provide ongoing care if 
you plan on moving the 

bulbs into the garden. 
Remove the faded flow-
ers, place the leafy plants 
in a sunny window and 
water thoroughly whenev-
er the top inch of soil is 
dry. Fertilize with a dilute 
solution of any flowering 
houseplant fertilizer. Move 
them into the garden once 
the danger of frost has 
passed. Be patient because 
it may be a year or two 
before they bloom again. 

Plant plenty for you to 
enjoy and share with others. 
Everyone will appreciate 
the extra spring color the 
forced bulbs provide.

 
Melinda Myers has 

written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including the  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd  Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” streaming 
courses  and the national-
ly syndicated  Melinda’s 
Garden Moment radio pro-
gram. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor 
for  Birds & Blooms  mag-
azine and her Web site 
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Bring a bit of spring indoors this winter 

Melinda Myers

A container of forced grape hyacinth, daffodil and tulip bulbs.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden
Moments

news@stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P3752EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Margaret R. Pataky
Date of Death:09/27/2025  

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by George A. Pataky of Leicester 
MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
George A. Pataky of Leicester MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
12/09/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: November 20, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
November 28, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200

Docket No. WO25C0561CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Lindsay Dawn-Jaffarian Holm
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by 
Lindsay Dawn-Jaffarian Holm
of Brookfield MA 
requesting that the court enter a De-
cree changing their name to:
Lindsay Dawn Jaffarian 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 12/16/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: November 13, 2025 
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
November 28, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Worcester Probate & Family Court, 
Docket No. WO25E0029PP. To Gary 
A. McComas and all other persons 
interested: A petition has been pre-
sented to said Court by Cynthia S. 
Roberts and Laura Lee Shortt of North 
Brookfield and Dover in the County 
of Worcester and Kent, representing 
that the petitioner holds an undivided 
part of certain land in said County, 
described in the petition, and request-
ing that such land be sold at private 
sale for not less than $50,677.47 and 
praying that partition may be made 
of all the land aforesaid according to 
law, and to that end that a commis-
sioner be appointed to make such 
partition and be ordered to make sale 
and conveyance of all, or any part of 

said land which the Court finds can-
not be advantageously divided either 
at private sale or public auction, and 
be ordered to distribute the net pro-
ceeds thereof. If you desire to object 
thereto you or your attorney should 
file a written appearance in said Court 
at Worcester before ten o’clock in the 
forenoon on the twenty third day of 
December, 2025, the return day of this 
citation. Witness, Leilah A. Kearny, 
Esq., First Judge of said Court, this 
twenty eighth day of October, 2025. It 
is ordered that notice of said proceed-
ing be given by delivering or mailing 
by registered mail or certified mail as 
a copy of the foregoing citation to all 
persons interested whose address-
es are known fourteen days at least 
before said return day, and if any per-
son is not so served, by mailing a copy 
thereof to the last known address of 
such person fourteen days at least 
before said return day; and by publish-
ing a copy thereof once in each week 
for three successive weeks in the 
New Leader, a newspaper published 
in North Brookfield, the last publica-
tion to be seven days at least before 
said return day. Witness, Leilah A. 
Kearny, Esq., First Judge of said Court, 
this twenty eighth day of October, 
2025. The land in North Brookfield, 
Worcester County, Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, being a certain parcel 
of land with buildings thereon situated 
on the westerly side of Lake Lashaway 
bounded and described as follows: 
Lots #1 & #2 of Block 4 on a plan 
of Pinecroft Lots owned by Howard 
S. Hill made by E.A. Chamberlain, 
Engineer, dated September 22, 1923 
and recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 
40, Plan 81. Being the same premises 
conveyed to Richard S. McComas and 
Wilma P. McComas by deed of William 
J. Vahey and Alma S. Vahey, husband 
and wife, recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds in Book 
4050, Page 577.
Kent Boyle
November 28, 2025

Notice of Public Hearing– 
Planning Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tues-
day December 16, 2025 in McCourt 
Social Hall of Memorial Town Hall, , 
157 Main Street, Spencer, MA, and 
the hearing will be conducted in 
person and remotely on the follow-
ing items starting at 6:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Stormwater Permit Amendment– 
Applicant/Owner: Graziele De Sou-
za/ JR Siding, Inc, Location: 4 & 6 
Eagleton St, Spencer Assessor’s 
Map R38-19 & 19-2. The applicant 
is looking for a Stormwater Per-
mit Amendment under the Spencer 
Stormwater Management Bylaw 
(Article 14 of the Spencer Gener-
al Bylaws) to amend an approved 
Stormwater Permit that was issued 
on March 21, 2023. The property is 
located within the Suburban Resi-
dential (SR) zoning district.
November 28, 2025
December 5, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO24P2597PM  
CITATION GIVING NOTICE 

OF CONSERVATOR’S ACCOUNT
In the matter of: Sandra Nichols 

 Of: Warren, MA  
Protected Person/Disabled Person/

Respondent 
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, you are here-
by notified pursuant to Rule 72 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the Probate & 
Family Court, that the 1st account(s) of 
Alison Bartlett-O’Donald  of of Holyoke, 
MA as Conservator of the property of 
said Respondent has or have been 
presented to the Court for allowance.
You have the right to object to the ac-
count(s) If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this court on 
or before 10:00 A.M on the return date 
of 12/16/2025 This day 1s NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline date by which 
you have to object to the account(s). If 
you fail to file the written appearance 
and objection by the return date  action 
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you, including the allow-
ance of the account(s).
Additionally, within thirty days after said 
return day (or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may order), you 
must file a written affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and grounds 

upon which each objection is based 
and a copy shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the Probate & 
Family Court 
You have the right to send to the Con-
servator, by registered or certified mail, 
a written request to receive a copy of 
the Petition and account(s) at no cost 
to you 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to 
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may 
make this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State 
expense. 
	 WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: November 13, 2025 

Stephanie K. Fattman
November 28, 2025

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

25 SM 003555
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Joan Namboira Katulege
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Village Capital & Investment LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Spencer, numbered 65 Maple Street, 
Units 1 & 2 a/k/a 65 Maple Street, 
given by Joan Namboira Katulege 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Fairway Independent Mortgage 
Corporation, dated June 30, 2023, 
and recorded at Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 69339, Page 132, and now 
held by the plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before December 29, 
2025 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on November 14, 
2025.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
November 28, 2025

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE

10 Meadow Road
Spencer, Massachusetts 01562

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by LATOUR REALTY LLC to the 
Webster First Federal Credit Union 
dated April 23, 2020 and recorded 
with the Worcester County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 62289, Page 112 
of which mortgage the undersigned 
is the present holder for breaching 
conditions of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing, the same 
will be sold at Public Auction, on the 
premises described in said mortgage 
on the 18th day of December 2025 
at 11:00 A.M. at the mortgaged prem-
ises of 10 Meadow Road, Spencer, 
Massachusetts, all and singular, the 
premises conveyed by said mortgage, 
and therein described as follows:
The land with buildings thereon 
known and designated as Meadow 
Road, Spencer, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts owned by Reginald 
Gobi dated December 27, 1967, 
Theodore P. Drazek R.L.S. bounded 
and described as follows:
Beginning at a point in the Easterly 
line of Meadow Road at a wall situated 
144.27 feet Northerly of a Worcester 
County Highway Bound, said point 
also being the Southwest corner of 
land of Lester D. Walker and the 
Northwest corner of the tract herein 
described as shown on said plan; 
Thence S. 15° 38’ E., 35.3 feet to a 
point; 
Thence S. 6° 12’ E. 245.57 feet to a 

point;
Thence S. 24° 50’ E., 200.23 feet to a 
point; the last three courses being by 
a wall and said Walker land;
Thence S. 36° 42’ E., 78.20 feet still 
along said Walker land to a point;
Thence S. 69° 06’ W., 42.60 feet 
crossing a brook, as shown on said 
plan, to a point at a wall and land of 
Raoul Chalifoux;
Thence S. 30° 11’ W., 100.0 feet along 
said wall and Chalifoux land to a point;
Thence N. 68° 42’ W., 199.68 feet 
along other land of the grantors to a 
point;
Thence N. 53° 34’ W., 183.42 feet 
still along said grantors’ other land 
to a point in the Easterly line of said 
Meadow Road;
Thence Northeasterly, 203.95 feet 
along a curve to the left in the Easterly 
line of Meadow Road to a point at a 
Worcester County Highway Bound, 
Station 6 + 93.07, 1959 County 
Alteration; said curve having a radius 
of 1030 feet;
Thence N. 29° 35’ 41” E., 165.36 feet 
still along the Easterly line of Meadow 
Road to a point at a Worcester County 
Highway Bound;
Thence Northwesterly along a curve 
to the left along the Easterly line of 
Meadow Road, 144.27 feet to the 
point of beginning, said curve having 
a radius of 1030 feet.
Containing 2.56 acres of land. Said 
plan is recorded in Plan Book 319, 
Plan 118.
For title deed, see deed recorded 
herewith at Book 60681, Page 398
The said premises will be sold subject 
to and with the benefit of all restric-
tions, easements, improvements, out-
standing tax titles, mortgages, liens, 
rights of tenants and parties in pos-
session, unpaid taxes, municipal liens 
and other public taxes, assessments, 
liens or condominium fees, having 
priority over the mortgage described 
herein, if any.  The above described 
lot is sold subject to the requirements 
of the Title V standards for subsurface 
sewerage disposal system 310 CMR 
15.00 et al., if applicable. 
The Mortgagee reserves the right to 
postpone the sale to a later date by 
public proclamation at the time and 
date appointed for the sale and to 
further postpone at any adjourned 
sale date by public proclamation at 
the time and date appointed for the 
adjourned sale date.
In the event that the successful bidder 
at the foreclosure sale shall default 
in purchasing the within described 
property according to the terms of the 
Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the 
Memorandum of Sale agreement exe-
cuted at the time of the foreclosure, 
the Mortgagee reserves the right, but 
not the obligation, to sell the property 
by Foreclosure Deed to the second 
highest bidder (or other successive 
bidders, in the order of their bid) 
provided that the said highest bidder 
shall deposit with the Mortgagee’s 
attorney, James M. O’Brien, Esquire, 
the amount of the required deposit 
as set forth herein within three (3) 
working days after written notice of 
default of the previous highest bidder, 
and the balance of the sale price shall 
be paid by certified or bank check by 
the purchaser, and the deed shall be 
delivered to said highest bidder, within 
thirty (30) days of such notice.
TERMS OF SALE:  Cash, cashier’s 
or certified check in the sum of Ten 
Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars as a 
deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qual-
ify as a bidder (the mortgage holder 
and its designee are exempt from this 
requirement); high bidder must sign 
a Memorandum of Sale upon accep-
tance of bid and tender deposit of 
$10,000.00 in cash or by certified or 
bank treasurer’s check.  The balance 
is to be paid in cash or by certified 
or bank treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
within thirty (30) days thereafter to be 
deposited with James M. O’Brien, 
Esquire, 271 Greenwood Street, 
Worcester, MA 01607.  A foreclosure 
deed will be delivered upon payment 
of the balance due.  The description 
of the premises in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error in this 
publication.  Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale.
WEBSTER FIRST FEDERAL CREDIT 
UNION 
Present Holder of Said Mortgage
By its Attorney, 
James M. O’Brien
271 Greenwood Street
P.O. Box 70505
Worcester, MA 01607 		   
November 21, 2025
November 28, 2025
December 5, 2025
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO25P2577GD   

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 

In the matter of: 
Brett Tyler Cordeiro
Of: Worcester,  MA  

RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by Annette Fay Cordeiro of 
Spencer, MA in the above captioned 
matter alleging that  Brett Tyler Cor-
deiro in need of a Guardian and re-
questing that  Annette Fay Cordeiro 
of Spencer, MA (or some suitable 
person) be appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is 
on file with this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific authority. 

You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 12/02/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you or your at-
torney must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days after the 
return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may 
limit or completely take away the 
above-named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right to ask 
for a lawyer. Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State expense.
	 WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: November 13, 2025 

Stephanie K. Fattman
November 28, 2025

LEGALS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

&Home 
 AutoFallFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Excavation
Septic system
Lot clearing 

Retaining walls
Driveway install
40,000 lb jack 

hammer 
Stump removal 
Hazardous tree 

removal
Seasoned firewood 

$300/cord
Complete Site Work
860-382-5071

AERIAL 
TREE 

SERVICE

TREE SERVICERoofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@
gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

HURLEY HURLEY 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  Cut, Split,  
DeliveredDelivered
GREENGREEN

$230$230 per cord per cord
Call John at  Call John at  

508-958-4350508-958-4350

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

The Leicester proper-
ty has been part of Vibra 
Healthcare’s regional 
footprint for more than a 
decade, serving patients 
who require extended hos-
pital stays, rehabilitation, 
and complex medical care 
that cannot be provid-
ed in standard acute-care 
settings. Local health offi-
cials say the facility fills 
a key role in the central 
Massachusetts continuum 
of care by serving patients 
discharged from Worcester 
hospitals.

Regional observers note 
that the arrival of a new 
operator could have impli-
cations for staffing levels, 
referral patterns, and the 
availability of specialty 
services. The facility draws 
employees from Leicester, 
Spencer, Paxton, and sev-
eral Brookfield-area towns. 

While Everest Hospital’s 
pledge to retain staff offers 
near-term stability, area 
leaders and families with 
connections to the facility 
say they will be watching 
for any operational chang-
es that emerge under new 
ownership.

DPH’s approval doc-
uments also highlighted 
ongoing oversight require-
ments. The agency will 
continue receiving quar-
terly reports from the new 
owner regarding service 
levels, staff retention, and 
compliance with state regu-
lations governing long-term 
acute-care hospitals.

Local officials have not 
issued public statements 
about the sale, and the 
buyer has not yet released 
a detailed transition plan. 
The Town of Leicester’s 
most recent update refer-
enced the state’s approval 
but provided no addition-
al information. As of this 

week, no filings indicate 
modifications to licensing, 
bed counts, or service cat-
egories.

Community members 
with relatives at the nursing 
center have raised practical 
questions about what the 
transition means for conti-
nuity of care, visiting pro-
cedures, and insurance cov-
erage. State regulators have 
emphasized that patient ser-
vices must continue unin-
terrupted during and after 
the ownership change, but 
further specifics will like-
ly emerge when Everest 
Hospital begins its formal 
management of the facility.

The sale arrives during 
a period of broader change 
in post-acute and long-term 
care across Massachusetts, 
where facilities face per-
sistent staffing shortages, 
increased oversight, and 
rising operating costs. 

SALE
continued from page  A1

news@stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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The holiday season is a 
special time of year. Regard-
less of which holiday peo-
ple celebrate in December, 
billions of people across the 
globe embrace chances to be 
a little more festive and spend 
additional time with fami-
ly and friends over the final 
month of the year.

Tradition contributes to the 
special feeling felt in many 
communities each December. 
Holiday celebrants who can’t 
get enough seasonal magic 
can take note of some of the 
many unique traditions across 
the globe that help make the 
month of December such a 
special time of year.

The Yule Lads, Iceland
In a tradition that might 

call to mind the seven 
dwarves who welcomed 
Snow White into their home 
in the classic fairy tale, the 
Yule Lads of Iceland are said 
to leave a small gift for chil-
dren who leave a shoe on their 
windowsills before going to 
bed beginning on the night of 
December 11. The tradition 
continues through Christmas 
Day, with each night featuring 
a visit from a different Yule 
Lad.

Hiding Brooms, Norway
Norwegian folklore sug-

gested evil spirits and witches 
awoke on Christmas Eve, and 
this unique tradition is rooted 
in efforts to keep those unwel-
come holiday guests grounded 
and avoid lost brooms. On the 
night of Julaften (Christmas 
Eve), Norwegians hide their 
brooms in closets inside their 
homes to keep them from be-
ing stolen by ill-intentioned 
witches.

Night of the Radishes, 
Oaxaca, Mexico

Held annually on Decem-
ber 23, the Night of the Rad-
ishes is a local celebration in 
Oaxaca, Mexico. This unique 
event celebrates oversized 
radishes, which certainly mer-

its the celebration’s inclusion 
on any list of unusual holi-
day season celebrations. The 
event involves the carving of 
large radishes into figures, a 
tradition that began as a way 
to attract more customers to 
Oaxaca’s Christmas market. A 
formal radish-carving compe-
tition was instituted in the late 
nineteenth century, and the 
Night of the Radishes contin-
ues to draw visitors today.

Krampus Parades, Austria 
(various sites)

The holiday season might 
be a heartwarming time of 
year in many locales, but the 
various Krampus parades 
throughout Austria turn that 
notion on its head. Krampus is 
a horned anthro-

pomorphic figure in central 
and eastern Alpine folklore. 
Krampus is something akin to 
Santa Claus’s alter ego who’s 
said to punish bad children 
rather than reward good ones 
with gifts. Legend says Kram-
pus and his band of less-than-
jovial elves roamed an area 
of the Alps and delighted in 
causing mayhem. Austrian 
Krampus parades take place 
at night and feature revelers 
dressed in scary costumes, 
making this a unique if not 
exactly lighthearted holiday 
season tradition.

Tradition figures promi-
nently during the holiday sea-
son, and some customs stand 
out for their uniqueness. 

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$369.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

HUNDREDS OF BIKES     E-BIKES!  

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

20% Off
ALL TOYS!

With this ad.  Expires 122//11/2025MATTRESS SALE!

OPEN BLACK FRIDAY 8 TO 9 

M.T.W: 9:30-6:00, TH. FRI: 9:30-7:00, SAT: 9:30-6:00, SUN: 11-5

www.lisacaron.comwww.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

H A P P Y
THANKS
GIVING

New 2 You hosting 
annual Christmas Bazaar
LEICESTER — New 2 You Thrift Store & Furniture Annex invites the community to 

its Fifth Annual Christmas Bazaar Dec. 6 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Embrace the season’s spirit and discover a treasure trove of unique gifts, delightful 

treats, and festive joy! Enjoy extended shopping hours with special buys and discounts 
at our thrift store. Raffles will include a 50/50, raffle table, and our scratch ticket raffle. 
There will also be face painting and crafts for kids, along with food, including meatball 
subs, chicken nuggets, fries, popcorn, desserts, and more. There might also be a special 
visit from Santa!

New 2 You is located at 759 Main St., Leicester.

Spencer library hosting 
Roaring Holiday Frolic

SPENCER — A Roaring Holiday Frolic will be held at the Richard Sugden Library 
Tuesday, Dec. 2nd from 5 – 8 p.m. 

All ages are invited to join us in a Roaring 20’s / Mardis Gras celebration. Roaring 20’s 
/ Mardis Gras attire is encouraged. Join us with a small group from the David Prouty High 
School Band, artwork displayed from David Prouty students. A jazz pianist will play from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. The Shining Stars are back to dance for us. Snacks and crafts will also be 
available. 

Come join the fun...more surprises await!
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