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Tarentino Memorial Park 
to be unveiled next month

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – The Parks and 
Recreation Committee has faced 
several challenges in its quest 
to unveil Tarentino Memorial 
Park, but members hope to pres-
ent a long-awaited ceremony 
next month.

The memorial park and 
outdoor basketball court at 
Community Field honor the 
life and legacy of fallen Auburn 
Police Officer Ronald Tarentino, 
Jr., who lived in Leicester 
and previously served on the 
town’s police force. Known for 
his frequent involvement in the 
community, Tarentino coached 
youth basketball in town and 
served as an adult league 
game official. He also played 
in Leicester’s men’s league at 
Town Hall, and he even washed 
the floor afterward and took part 
in other maintenance tasks.

Shortly after Tarentino’s 
death in 2016, Leicester Parks 
and Recreation Committee 
member Robert Pingeton came 
up with the idea to honor him 
with a memorial park and bas-
ketball court at Community 
Field.

Four years later, the court has 
been transformed from a vision 
to a reality. The grand opening 

is slated for Saturday, August 
15.

“We want this to be a very 
special day. We are all looking 
forward to it,” said Pingeton, 
who was a close friend with 
Tarentino.

Added Patrick McKay, 
the Chairman of the Parks 
and Recreation Committee, 
“The project came out great. 
Everyone did an excellent job, 
and we are very proud of the 
result.”

Several businesses, organi-
zations, volunteers, and town 
officials came together to fund, 
plan, and build the basketball 
court. Senator Michael Moore 
helped secure a $50,000 grant, 
and the State Police boxing team 
contributed another $10,000.

Construction work was com-
pleted by Vermont Recreational 
Surfacing and Fencing, Inc., of 
Monroe, New Hampshire. The 
Leicester Highway Department 
also played an instrumental 
role in the project, specifical-
ly Highway Superintendent 
Dennis Griffin. 

Officials also thank the 
Tarentino family for their sup-
port of the project. Every detail 
of the memorial court has a 
special meaning, even the col-
oration of the surface (blue in 

honor of police officers, and 
maroon to reflect the town’s pri-
mary color).

“We got the family involved 
right away, and we wanted to 
make sure everything was done 
right,” Pingeton said. “I can’t 
be prouder of how this court 
came out. It exceeds my expec-
tations.”

Although the planning and 
construction of the court went 
smoothly, several challenges 
have emerged since the project 
was finished in the spring. The 
original grand opening ceremo-
ny was scheduled for June 13, 
but it was postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Less than a week after the 
ceremony was rescheduled, the 
court’s hoops were damaged by 
several guests who handled the 
equipment roughly. Officials 
decided to take the hoops down 
until the grand opening in 
August. Vermont Recreational 
Surfacing and Fencing will send 
new rims in time for the cere-
mony.

Looking ahead, officials are 
hopeful that COVID-19 con-
ditions will remain improved 
enough to hold the August 15 
ceremony. The program is cur-
rently scheduled to begin at 11 

North Brookfield selectmen postpone July 4th festivities

Please Read TARENTINO, page A2

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD – A 
controversial Independence 
Day event was postponed last 
week, but not before plenty of 
fireworks.

After receiving strong dis-
approval from the Board of 
Health – including a scathing 
letter condemning the event – 
selectmen decided to postpone 
the July 4 event to an undeter-
mined date. The postponement 

was announced at the June 30 
Select Board meeting.

In a letter of their own, 
selectmen accused Board of 
Health members of being hyp-
ocritical and overly political in 
their opposition to the event. 
Selectmen also said Board of 
Health members went to great 
lengths to undermine the 
event.

“When the Board of Health’s 
complaints and pleas to every 
level of state government failed 

to stop the event, because the 
event is permissible under the 
Governor’s current orders and 
guidelines and falls squarely 
within the Governor’s politi-
cal expression exemption, the 
BOH enlisted political oper-
atives to contact the news 
media,” the Select Board state-
ment read. “By alerting the 
news media from Worcester 
to Boston, the Board of Health 
alerted thousands of people to 
the existence of this event and 

effectively invited thousands 
of potential visitors to crowd 
into our small town, thereby 
creating a true public health 
risk and an unmanageable 
public safety threat.”

Selectmen said the event was 
slated to be a small celebratory 
program for North Brookfield 
residents, drawing no more 
than 300 people. Selectmen ini-
tially planned to push forward 
with the event in spite of BOH 
disapproval, but ultimately 

decided to postpone during 
their June 30 meeting.

The event would have 
included a parade, music, food 
and drinks, family activities, 
and a laser light show. Board 
of Health members argued that 
the event was a public safe-
ty risk that defied Governor 
Charlie Baker’s orders on 
large public gatherings.

“The Board of Health is very 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Families will need to add masks 
to their back-to-school shopping lists, as 
classes will be returning in an unprecedent-
ed way this fall.

The Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE) recently released its preliminary 
guidance for the reopening of schools. 

Students and staff members can expect 
major changes to all aspects of education, 
most notably with the wearing of face cover-
ings. Students in the second grade and above 
are required to wear a mask/face covering 
that covers the nose and mouth. Students in 
kindergarten and the first grade should be 
encouraged to wear a face covering, officials 
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Schools will be reopening t

Area schools take steps 
toward reopening

Spencer voters 
approve all 

warrant articles
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – At a fast-paced, 
socially distanced Annual 
Town Meeting last week, vot-
ers approved all articles on the 
warrant.

Officials were thrilled with 
the patience and coopera-
tion of attendees at the June 
30 meeting. Several measures 
were taken to ensure the safety 
of guests at the David Prouty 
High School gymnasium.

All 32 warrant articles passed 
at the meeting, with very little 
discussion. 

“Social distancing went 
extremely well. People were 
very cooperative and under-
standing,” said Town Clerk 
Laura Torti. “It took only one 
hour to go through 32 articles.”

Article 1 authorized $436,100 
to be spent on construction 
services related to code com-

pliance improvements at the 
Senior Center. The building 
needs several upgrades to pro-
vide a fully compliant fire sup-
pression system.

Article 25 authorized $1.8 
million to upgrade the town’s 
wastewater treatment plant. 

Article 26 appropriated 
$63,218 for several purposes. 
These include a library boiler 
replacement; bridge repairs on 
North Spencer Road; a demo-
lition project at the Pleasant 
Street School; and the acquisi-
tion of radio receivers for the 
fire department.

With the passage of Article 28, 
voters approved $50,000 for fire 
department extrication tools 
and items for the Assessor’s 
Department.

Additional articles involved 
easements, capital improve-
ment projects, school funding, 
and salaried positions, among 
others.

Please Read 4TH, page  A13

Please Read SCHOOLS, page  A13
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Leicester Parks and Recreation Committee members Robert Pingeton, 
right, and Patrick McKay show off Tarentino Memorial Park at 
Community Field.

If it’s important to you,  
It’s important to us.
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LEICESTER —  Becker College is 
proud that the following local residents 
were named to the Dean’s List for the 
School of Graduate & Professional 

Studies for the spring 2020 semester.
Tori Robbie, of East Brookfield is pur-

suing a Bachelor of Arts degree in Early 
Childhood and Youth Education.

Natasha Basta, of Leicester is pursu-
ing a Bachelor of Arts degree in Early 
Childhood and Youth Education.

Christopher Toomey, of Spencer is 
pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Business Administration.

The Dean’s List recognizes all full-
time students (24 or more credit hours 
earned for the academic year; 12 min-
imum each semester - September 
through May) whose term grade point 
average is 3.50 or higher with no grade 
below a B- and no incomplete (I) or with-
drawal/failing (WF) grades.

Founded in 1784, Becker College is an 
undergraduate and graduate, career-fo-
cused private college, providing a sup-
portive and inclusive learning commu-
nity that prepares graduates for their 

first to last careers. 
Nearly 1,700 stu-
dents from the 
United States and 
around the world 
attend Becker 
College, which 
has campuses 
both in Worcester 
and Leicester, 
Massachusetts. 
With nationally 
recognized pro-
grams in nurs-
ing, game design 
and animal stud-
ies, Becker has 
been consistent-
ly ranked as a 
“Best College” for 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e 
education by The 
Princeton Review.
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OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday through Friday 8:30am-4:30pm

Scotland Hardwoods is now offering 
100% natural premium Hardwood Brown Bark Mulch 

(absolutely no additives) at wholesale prices.
100 sq.ft. of coverage = 1 yard of mulch

Come pickup (M-F  7am-3pm) 
or we can deliver to you free 

(through Memorial Day).
Cash, check and 

 credit cards accepted.

163 North Main St.
North Brookfield, MA
508-867-8800

SUBWAY of North Brookfield
Stay Safe Everyone!

WE ARE OPEN FOR TAKE OUT  

Outside Dining Available 
9am-9pm – 7 Days-A-Week!

Try our Summer Fav 
Turkey Bacon Sub! 
Foot Long Sausage Sub $4.99

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Greige • Brown • Blue • Blush 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray • Chip Stone

• Construction Stone 
• Drainage Stone

• Title V Sand • Presby Sand
• Brick Sand • Sandbox Sand  

• Pool Liner Sand
• Concrete Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Cold Patch • Crushed Asphalt

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

Where Everyone Goes  
For Their Piece Of The Earth!

Credit & Debit Cards ONLY

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupon WHITCO Hours: : Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm 
Sunday Noon- 7pm

140 Main St., Spencer, MA
 508-885-9343

FAST NEXT DAY  
DELIVERY OR  

SAME DAY PICK-UP

SAMSUNG DELUXE
 GAS STOVE

 Reg. $79900 

$62999

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

 Reg. $59900 

$56999

KITCHENAID 
DISHWASHER

 Reg. $79900 

$69999

7300 LG
WASHER  

OR DRYER
 Reg. $74900 

$64999

MAYTAG
TOP 

WASHER
 Reg. $69900 

$56999

LG SELF CLEANING 
SMOOTH TOP

STOVE
 Reg. $64900 

$59999

LG FRONT  
LOAD WASHER

Reg. $89900

$52999

FRENCH DOOR 
BOTTOM FREEZER

Reg. $149900

 
$99999

GE FRONT LOAD
 WASHER

$69999

WE HAVE 
BIKES 

         IN 
          STOCK 

WE 
REPAIR 
BIKES.
E-BIKES 

 IN 
STOCK!

DEHUMIDIFIERS  
 IN STOCK!

TV SALE
65” LG Reg. $649.99  $569.99
55” Smart Reg. $399.99  $319.99
Vizio 58” Reg. $449.99 $369.99
43” LG Reg. $349.99  $299.99
32” Smart Reg. $199.99  $159.99

4TH OF JULY TV & APPLIANCE SALE 4TH OF JULY TV & APPLIANCE SALE 
OVER 3000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK OVER 3000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 

FOR IMMEDIATE PICK-UP OR DELIVERY, FOR IMMEDIATE PICK-UP OR DELIVERY, 
MORE THAN ANYONE IN THE AREA! MORE THAN ANYONE IN THE AREA! 

See our July Flyer at WhitcoSales.com

GAS GRILL SALE 
OVER 500 IN STOCK!

AIR CONDITIONERS  
OVER 1000 IN STOCK!

a.m., with several officials, residents, 
and members of Officer Tarentino’s fam-
ily hopefully in attendance. 

The event will include hot dogs and 
soda sold for $1. There will also be an 
official dedication ceremony, and youth 
league basketball awards will be pre-
sented to youngsters whose leagues 
were abruptly shut down in March.

Looking long-term, officials are 
thrilled that the court will forever pre-
serve Officer Tarentino’s legacy of kind-
ness and community service.

“He was very involved in coaching 
and helping the kids. He was extremely 
civic-oriented,” Pingeton said. 

Tarentino was also a member of the 
Parks and Recreation Committee. In his 
memory, fellow members are looking 
forward to the finishing touches of the 
park. Benches and a wooden sign will 
likely be added prior to the ceremony.

TARENTINO
continued from page A1

Local residents named to 
Becker College’s Dean’s List

DON’T 
MISS 

A THING!
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Accuracy Watch

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

 1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Name: Pugsley
Breed: Pug/Mix 
Age: 11 years
Gender: Male
Size: Small
Hello! My name is Pugsley. I am a sweet senior 
pug looking for my new forever home. I am 
completely blind, and only have one eye, but it 
really doesn’t bother me much. I bump into things, but once I get used to an 
environment I get pretty good at navigating. Because I am blind, I could only 
go home with other pets if they are relaxed and very pet friendly animals. I do 
not have an issue with other animals, but if an animal had a problem with me 
I would have no way to defend myself, and I’m not sure how other pets would 
feel about me walking into them all the time. I am a very friendly boy, and my 
two favorite things in the world are food and attention. I would be a good fit 
for someone who has had a blind dog before, or someone who is generally dog 
savvy, since my needs are a bit unique. I would also do best in an adult or older 
kids only home, as young children may not know how to interact with me. If you 
think we’d be a good match, please come in and say hello!

Second Chance Animal Services Inc.
East Brookfield, MA• (508) 867-5525

www.secondchanceanimals.org 

Pet of the Week

ADVERTISEMENT: 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Town of Spencer
Valley and Mill Streets Improvement Project

The Town of Spencer has been awarded funds from the FY 2018 Massachusetts 
Department of Housing and Community Development Block Grant Program. Pro-
fessional engineering services are needed for the infrastructure improvement project 
on Valley and Mill Streets. The Phase I engineering services sought shall include 
site survey, wetland flagging at the drainage outfalls/stream crossings, site base plan 
development, and identification of any and all required easements, environmental 
permitting, preliminary design plans, final design plans and specifications, prepara-
tion of bid document and opinion of construction costs. In the event project construc-
tion funding is procured in the future, the engineer shall provide Phase II services 
including bidding assistance, construction administration, and resident engineering 
services.

A more detailed Request for Proposals (RFP) is available at the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, 60 Congress Street, Springfield, MA 01104, (413) 781-6045, 
from 9 AM to 5 PM. The RFP will be available from July 8, 2020 to the due date 
specified below, at the address above or in digital format via email by request from 
Sue Ortiz at sortiz@pvpc.org. Parties requesting the RFP electronically are strongly 
encouraged to verify that their email request has been received. PVPC is not respon-
sible for any requests that are not received. The Town of Spencer, awarding and 
contracting authority, reserves the right to reject any and all proposals if it is deemed 
in the best interests of the TOWN to do so.

Completed proposals are to be submitted no later than 
3:00 PM, Thursday, July 23, 2020 at the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, 

60 Congress Street – 1st Floor, Springfield, MA 01104-3419, 
Attention: Ted Harvey, Senior Planner.

North Brookfield Savings Bank 
donation helps Youth Center 
Summer Program go virtual

NORTH BROOKFIELD —  North 
Brookfield Savings Bank prides them-
selves on being a dependable, support-
ive, neighborhood bank that is always 
there to help. This of course applies 
when it comes to helping their custom-
ers to reach their financial goals and 
dreams, but it is equally important to 
NBSB that they answer the call and 
offer unwavering support to their local 
communities. When the Bank recently 
connected with the North Brookfield 
Youth Center and discovered their need 
to purchase Chrome Books and sup-
plies for their interactive E.T.E.A.M. 
2020 – Bee Observant Virtual Summer 
Program, North Brookfield Savings 
Bank answered the call and did not 
hesitate to immediately donate $3,000 to 
show their support.

“North Brookfield Savings Bank is 
very happy to be able to support this 
much needed virtual Summer Program 
made available by the North Brookfield 
Youth Center,” said NBSB President 
and CEO Donna Boulanger. “More now 
than ever, the youth within our commu-
nities need to be able to stay connected 
and engaged through programs just like 
these, which is exactly why when Chair 
of the Youth Center Board Fran Hart, 
reached out to us expressing their needs 
to make the program successful, NBSB 
immediately agreed to offer our finan-
cial support. Our relationship with the 
North Brookfield Youth Center spans 
many years and we support their ongo-
ing commitment to the youth of our 
community.” 

The  North Brookfield Youth Center 
E.T.E.A.M. 2020 – Bee Observant 
Virtual Summer Program goes through 
Aug. 13 and consists of a series of 
brain-based, movement-oriented and 
hands-on activities accommodating 
the needs of the different age groups, 
1st-2nd Grade, 3rd-4th Grade and 5th-6th 
Grade.   All activities, including hikes, 
will be recorded and presented with a 
ZOOM format to provide an opportu-
nity for interaction with the children 
and adults. Additionally, the program 
will have a Google Classroom compo-
nent which will include opportunities 
to interact through journaling, videos, 
and pictures.   The NBYC Team, which 
includes some of the North Brookfield 
Public School teachers and staff from 
the East Quabbin Land Trust, will guide 
the program.

  The following are just some of the 
activities and projects in the program 
with all supplies being provided free 
of charge. Projects will allow partici-
pants to create handmade items, grow 
gardens, go on hikes, take photos, make 
creative snacks and explore nature.

• Garden Boxes
• Pollinator Gardens and Yard Maps
• Pollinator Houses
• Scavenger Hunts
• Story Walks
• BioBlitz
• Creative Treats
• And more
As a local and dependable bank estab-

lished in 1854, North Brookfield Savings 
Bank’s relationship and commitment 

to the communities it serves runs deep. 
With two of the Bank’s Core Values 
focusing on the importance of support-
ing the communities and sharing kind-
ness, it is truly no surprise that North 
Brookfield Savings Bank once again 
stepped forward to ensure the commu-
nities knew that the Bank they have 
counted on in the past was there to help, 
just as they always have been.

“We are so grateful to North Brookfield 
Savings Bank for their support of the 
North Brookfield Youth Center and so 
many other organizations with needs in 
North Brookfield. They are always there 
for us and have once again shown their 
support with their donation towards the 
chrome books for the North Brookfield 
Youth Center E.T.E.A.M. 2020 – Bee 
Observant Virtual Summer Program.  
Due to the generosity of NBSB and the 
NBYC Board of Directors, I am excited 
to say that we will be able to provide 
chrome books to all of the participants 
in the program,” said Marty Toomey, 
Consultant to the North Brookfield 
Youth Center. “NBSB has been a strong 
advocate for our organization, and like 
us, believe what we do for the children 
in our community is vital.”

For more information about the North 
Brookfield Youth Center E.T.E.A.M. 
2020 – Bee Observant Virtual Summer 
Program, please contact Angela 
Babineau, Executive Director of the 
NBYC at 508-523-8341 or email at ababin-
eaunbyc@gmail.com.

Baker files bill aimed at 
increased police accountability
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

REGION – Amid national demands 
for police reform, Gov. Charlie Baker 
recently filed legislation designed to 
increase law enforcement training and 
accountability.

Among other objectives, Baker’s bill 
would create a framework for certify-
ing Massachusetts police officers; pro-
vide increased accountability; ensure 
that police departments have access to 
candidates’ training and disciplinary 
records; and provide incentives for offi-
cers to pursue advanced training oppor-
tunities.

Nationwide, officials at all levels are 
reexamining how police are trained, 
hired, and evaluated. Baker’s bill would 
help establish a comprehensive, effi-
cient system at the state level.

“This bill will create a more modern, 
transparent, and accountable system 
for law enforcement credentialing and 
training,” Governor Baker said. “It will 
provide police departments with the 
tools they need to build trust and strong 
relationships with every community 
across the Commonwealth – at a time 
when we need it most.” 

The bill – entitled  An Act to 
Improve Police Officer Standards  and 
Accountability,  and  to Improve 
Training – would require all police offi-
cers in Massachusetts to be certified. If 
passed by the legislature, the bill would 
also allow for decertification of officers, 
or suspension of certification, in the 
event of misconduct.

Moreover, the bill would  cre-
ate the Police Officer Standards and 
Accreditation Committee (POSA), 
which would be comprised of law 

enforcement and civilian representa-
tives. At least half of the committee 
members would be required to be per-
sons of color.

The POSA Committee would have 
several responsibilities, including the 
certification of all law enforcement offi-
cials in the state. These include non-mu-
nicipal departments serving transit 
agencies, colleges, and other entities. 
Additionally, the committee would 
manage a database of certified officers 
and ensure that training and miscon-
duct records are available to officers’ 
current and future employers.

Also, the committee would devel-
op a standardized background check 
for officers seeking employment with 
a new police department. The back-
ground check would include a review 
of the POSA database and the National 
Decertification Index.

“Massachusetts is one of four states 
without a police certification pro-
cess,”  said Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito. “But 
the high standards of training we 
require for our police departments give 
us a strong foundation on which to 
build one. This bill will allow police 
departments to make better-informed 
recruitment and hiring choices while 
improving accountability for all the 
communities we serve.”

Added State Secretary of Public Safety 
and Security Thomas Turco, “A com-
prehensive POSA system will enhance 
accountability and apply consistent 
standards statewide. It will improve 
public safety and public trust for the 
men and women who serve, protect, and 
inspire our cities and towns.” 

Local police leaders continue to famil-
iarize themselves with the Governor’s 

filed legislation. With the combination 
of the COVID-19 crisis and imminent 
police reforms nationwide, the land-
scape of law enforcement procedures is 
rapidly changing.

“There is a lot to digest, especial-
ly while still dealing with COVID,” 
Spencer Police Chief David Darrin said 
of the legislation. “I will be reviewing 
the Governor’s proposal, and we’ll see 
what makes it through the House and 
Senate.”

Baker’s bill would also provide incen-
tives for officers who pursue advanced 
training in relevant skills and special-
ties beyond the levels required of all 
police officers. Such training would 
include foreign languages; advanced 
domestic violence response procedures; 
advanced de-escalation techniques; and 
other high-level proficiencies.

Local police leaders were pleased to 
see an emphasis on training in the bill. 
They want to ensure that officers are 
prepared for an array of situations they 
will encounter on the job.

“I support all efforts to help enhance 
training,” said Sturbridge Interim 
Police Chief Earl Dessert, who agrees 
with many of the objectives in the Baker 
bill. “It’s also important to prohibit 
officers from being rehired in anoth-
er department after getting dismissed 
from an agency for misconduct. If that 
can be prevented, that is a great thing.”

The Governor thanks all contributors 
who helped craft the language in the 
bill.

“We are grateful for the Black and 
Latino Caucus and public safety offi-
cials’ collaboration on this bill, and 
we look forward to working with the 
Legislature to get it passed,” Baker said.  

North Brookfield 
Democratic Committee 
awards scholarship

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The North 
Brookfield Democratic Town Committee 
congratulates Jagger Bulger, the recipi-
ent of the second annual NB DTC schol-
arship in the amount of $750.  

Jagger will be attending Florida Gulf 
Coast University and has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership and service to 
his community. We wish him, and the 
entire 2020 graduating class, the very 
best in the future. Although we are 
all disappointed that the third annual 
North Brookfield Community Barbecue 
and scholarship fundraiser could not 
be held at the end of June this year, we 
plan to offer our scholarship again for a 
graduate of the class of 2021, and we are 
looking forward to our 2021 Community 
Barbecue!

Despite the inability to meet in person 
over the last several months, the North 
Brookfield Dems have maintained a 
busy virtual schedule, and have been 
happy to welcome new members to our 
group over the last couple of months. 

Monthly meetings have continued via 
zoom, and on May 17, the NB DTC host-
ed a virtual meeting with Congressman 
McGovern, which was attended by a 
variety of constituents from North 
Brookfield and the surrounding towns.  
Our next meeting will be taking place 
via zoom at 5:30 p.m. on July 12.  Please 
contact    northbrookfielddemocrats@
gmail.com  to receive the link for the 
meeting and visit  nbdemocrats.org  for 
further information about our group.  

Joe Fish  
returning to East 
Brookfield Select Board

EAST BROOKFIELD – A familiar face 
is returning to the Board of Selectmen, 
as Joe Fish earned a vacant seat with 
a write-in vote during the June 29 elec-
tion. 

Former selectman Shaun Richard 
stepped away from the Board after a 
single term. He will be replaced by Fish, 
who previously served on the Select 

Turn To BRIEFS page  A17

News Briefs

www.StonebridgePress.com
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – After an 
extended hiatus due to 
COVID-19, a pair of volun-

teer-run organizations are 
reopening to assist those in 
need.

Deja New celebrated 
Independence Day with a July 
4 reopening, and the New to 

You thrift shop will resume 
operations on July 15. Cheryl 
Cooney and other volunteers 
are thrilled to welcome the 
community back after an 
extended break.

Over the past several 
weeks, a dedicated team of 
volunteers has worked hard 
to sanitize both venues and 
prepare items. They want 
guests to feel safe and com-
fortable when they return.

“It feels good to be back. 
The money raised helps peo-
ple in all kinds of situations,” 
Cooney said.

Deja New, based at 759 Main 
St., is a community market-
place that uses funds to sup-
port several local organiza-
tions and families. In recent 
years, Deja New has assisted 
multiple community efforts, 
including the purchase of a 
wheelchair-accessible van 
for Leicester Primary School 
student Eddy Besse; the pur-
chase of a swing set for a fam-
ily with four special-needs 
children; relief provided to 
a family whose house was 
destroyed by a fire; and the 
purchase of a service dog for 

youngster Maddie Cole’s fam-
ily. 

Deja New also assists com-
munity organizations like 
Hearts for Heat, the Leicester 
Food Pantry, and the 
Greenville Baptist Church 
Food Pantry. Staffed entirely 
by volunteers, Deja New is 
the perfect example of a com-

munity providing support 
from within. 

To learn more about 
how you can assist Deja 
New or make a dona-
tion, call 774-368-0438. 
You can also visit www.
DejaNewLeicester.com. 

Meanwhile, the New to 
You thrift shop has now 
been open for five years 
(also located on the 759 
Main St. Saint Joseph’s-
Saint Pius Church 
grounds). Run by about 
20 regular volunteers, 
the shop helps support 
the food pantry and the 
church. All items are 
donated by the commu-
nity; items include glass-
ware, clothing, household 
items (no electronics), 
books, and several others. 
Items go to residents in 
need who receive vouch-
ers from the food pantry.

“We’re really excited to 
have our regular custom-
ers come back,” said vol-
unteer Donna McCance. 

Added Aurore McGrail, 
“There is a great camara-
derie with all of the volun-
teers and customers.”

New to You item dona-

tions will resume in August 
(by appointment only). Please 
call 774-368-0438 for more 
information.

“It will be a slow, careful 
process to get all of the new 
donations in place,” Cooney 
said.

Of course, volunteers are 
the linchpin that make both 
community operations work. 
Without residents eager to 
donate their time to give 
back, the town-based service 
model would never succeed.

“All we ask of residents is 
one hour per year,” Cooney 
told the New Leader. “If 
everyone gave us one hour 
of their time each year, they 
could make a huge difference. 
There are plenty of jobs that 
always need to be done.”

Community volunteers are 
in especially high demand 
during the COVID-19 cri-
sis. The food pantry, which 
was forced to operate curb-
side until a few weeks ago, 
has seen a major increase in 
requests. Cooney, who also 
runs the food pantry, is grate-
ful to everyone who takes 
time to give back – and she 
invites new volunteers to step 
up.

“We are always looking 
for volunteers,” Cooney said. 
“An hour each year is all we 
ask.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • 508-769-6603
Leicester, MA

Fully Insured

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$275
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

new • used • sales • service

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

Terry Dorr Langevin

of Spencer

Terry started a group on Facebook called, Bringing 

Some Comfort. This group makes blankets for children 

who have lost a sibling or parent to an overdose. Since 

April, 46 blankets have been made and distributed. 

Thank you Terry for your commitment to this loving 

cause, and for being a helpful exemplary member of 

our community. 

– submitted by Barbara Zollo McGrail

Marguerite (Derosier) Hayes celebrat-
ed her 99th Birthday at the home of her 
daughter Karen. She was born on  July 5, 
1921, and is the daughter of the late Har-
old and Gertrude Derosier of New Port N. 
H. Marguerite was married to Frances D. 
Hayes. She had one brother Harold who is 
deceased. She has eight children– Sandra, 
Kevin, Karen, Debbie, and step-daughter 

Jamie Geringer. Deceased are Francis, Robert, and Lou Ann. 
She has 35 grandchildren, 49 great grandchildren, seven 

great-great grandchildren. My Mom loves spending time 
with her children and grandchildren and with all of her 

friends at Howe Village.

Happy birthday Mom with love from 
Karen, family and friends.

HAPPY 99th 
BIRTHDAY!

Dillon Antonopoulos of West Brookfield graduates 
from Eastern Connecticut State University

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. —  Hundreds 
of students graduated from Eastern 
Connecticut State University this spring 
2020 semester. Dillon Antonopoulos of 
West Brookfield graduated Cum Laude 
with a Bachelor of Science in Physical 
Education. 

Eastern’s 130th  annual 
Commencement Exercises occurred via 
YouTube on May 19 amid the COVID-
19 pandemic, where the Class of 2020 
was addressed by Commencement 
speaker Mark Boxer, former executive 
vice president and chief information 
officer of Cigna. Boxer joined Eastern 
President Elsa Nunez and other uni-
versity officials as well as Senior Class 
Vice President Emily Kerfoot on the 
same day the University had originally 
planned to hold its graduation ceremo-
ny at Hartford’s XL Center. 

Boxer extolled the value of higher 
education, recounting his own journey 
and telling the graduates, “The knowl-
edge you gained here at Eastern is the 
fuel that will propel you to make a truly 
meaningful impact.”

Calling his college education “the 
right choice,” Boxer said, “It became 
the springboard for everything good in 
my life - personally and professionally.” 

He urged the graduates to continue 
their quest for knowledge, noting that 
he had continued learning in some edu-
cational setting each year since he first 
graduated from college more than three 
decades ago.

In her charge to the graduates, 
President Nunez said, “Since you 
arrived four years ago for summer ori-
entation, the faculty and I have been 
telling you that the liberal arts skills 
you learn at Eastern will serve you well 
throughout your careers and your per-
sonal lives.”

She cited critical thinking, profes-
sional communications, ethics, collab-
oration as competencies highly sought 
by U.S. employers. “Those same skills 
are critically needed today as we seek 
to get beyond COVID-19. I know each 
of you has the skills and the courage 
to find your place in this new world, 
where you will keep your head on your 
shoulders, keep your chin up, and make 
a unique contribution to society... Go 
forth now with confidence, compassion, 
and commitment. Come back and visit 
us when it is safe to do so. In the mean-
time, let us know if we can help you in 
any way. God Speed!”

Senior Class Vice President Kerfoot 

gave President Nunez the class gift, 
a check to establish a scholarship in 
the name of the Class of 2020. Kerfoot 
told her classmates, “As you sit with 
your family at home, watching this 
commencement, tell yourself you did it. 
You made it. Through all the challenges 
you have faced, you can be proud to 
be an Eastern alumnus. Be proud that 
you will go on in life knowing that you 
are going to accomplish such amazing 
things.

“It was a challenge, and the Class of 
2020 met that challenge with courage 
and determination. We learned we are 
capable of more than we might have 
realized. Resilience - the ability to sur-
vive and thrive during adversity - is 
something we all can be proud of. As the 
famous physicist Albert Einstein once 
said, ‘It’s not that I’m so smart, it’s just 
that I stay with problems longer.’ Let’s 
stick to it, Class of 2020!”

More than 40 percent of the Class of 
2020 are the first in their families to earn 
a bachelor’s degree. Approximately 90 
percent of Eastern students are from 
162 of the state’s 169 towns, with more 
than 80 percent of graduates staying 
in Connecticut to launch their careers, 
contribute to their communities and 

raise their families. The University also 
draws students from 34 other states and 
19 countries.

This year’s event was videotaped in 
Eastern’s otherwise empty Concert Hall 
in the Fine Arts Instructional Center, 
with each speaker taping their remarks 
separately in keeping with safety guide-
lines. Even as a virtual event, the grad-
uation ceremony maintained an atmo-
sphere of grace and dignity, with the 
stage a replica of the one used at the XL 
Center and “Pomp and Circumstance” 
and “America the Beautiful” played 
during the proceedings. At the end of 
the formal program, graduates watched 
as their names scrolled on the screen, 
sharing the celebration safely at home 
with their families.

Prior to Commencement, the univer-
sity sent each graduate their diploma 
cover, two copies of the evening’s pro-
gram, and their mortarboard and tassel 
to make their family’s festivities more 
complete.

People unable to view the graduation 
ceremony on May 19 may still watch it 
by visiting  www.youtube.com/Eastern 
Connecticut StateUniversityVideo.

Local service organizations re-open

Photo Kevin Flanders

Local volunteers have worked hard 
to continue supporting the commu-
nity during challenging times.
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5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions
WE ARE RE-OPENED 
FOR INDOOR DINING!
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 

WEDNESDAY – MONDAY 8am-8pm
Prime Rib Friday and Saturday Night 
Full Menu – Take out still available

Thank you to all who supported us during  
the past few months. Greatly appreciated!

E.B. Flatts 
Rte 9  E. Brookfield • 508-867-6643
Breakfast & Lunch Daily • Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat

NOW OPEN  
to Dine-in or Take-out!

Call 508-867-6643  
or check out our  
Facebook page  

for updates.  
Thank you for your business! 

Lemon Pepper Salmon
Crab Cakes

Brisket Mac & Cheese

Masks required to enter. 
Thank you

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 7/31/20 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 7/31/20 • Alcohol Excluded

1205 Main St. 
Leicester

508-892-9276

570 Summer St. 
Barre

978-355-4333

208 West Main St.  
W. Brookfield
508-867-9567

Open 
7 Days 
a Week

We 
Deliver

267 Webster St., Worcester  508-798-3111
See our Full Menu on Pages R10 & R11 of  

the 2020 Restaurant Guide

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Check with your favorite local restaurants frequently to see if their opening status  

has changed. Some may be open for outside dining and others may be opening soon!  
Please continue to frequent your local restaurants by 

ordering take-out or purchasing gift cards.

 Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

WE MAKE OUR OWN BREAD!

13 Mechanic St.
Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-3760  fiveloavesbakery.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-7

Take-Out  
Dinner for Two 

Dine-In or Take-Out
Starts at 2pm Monday-Friday~$25.00 

Specials listed daily on Facebook and on our Website 
Please wear masks to enter

Fresh Baked Bread  • Party Platters 
 Pastries, Cookies & Bars 

Specialty Cupcakes & Cake Orders

~ HOURS ~ 
Monday-Friday

10am-7pm
Dine-in or Take-out

New Hours: Tues-Fri 10-4;, Sat 10-2. 
Text or call 508-885-3385 for later appointment on 

Thursday evenings.

FREE head exam
Worn tip 

loses its grip

136 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385
cormierspencer.com  

Hurry in today for 
your FREE Cleaning 

& Inspection! 
before your  

diamond is gone.

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

Most

RepaiRs Done 
on pReMises

Bent prong won’t 
hold for long

~We do custom designs!~

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
 508.885.7705
Open 7 Days • 6am-2:30pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
 Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
 Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
 Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
 Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Fri: Fish and Chips 
 New Special Every Saturday

Amazing 
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!
Family Owned & Operated  

57 S. Maple St.,  (Rt. 9)Brookfield
508-867-6035

Like Us On Facebook & Instagram 
NOW OPEN Mon-Sat @ 9am

Call ahead for curb-side pick-up 
OR COME ON IN! 

Great selection of craft beer, 
specialty summer drinks, fine wines  

36 Packs $27.99

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com               (508)867-2345

REOPENING ON JULY 9!
Outdoor Dining 

Reservations are required; please wear masks upon entering

Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday from 4:00-8:00;  
Sunday noon-6:00 pm

~ we will serve inside if it rains ~   
We are looking forward to seeing you all again!

Please call ahead for pick-up orders 
 Gift Certificates Available

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS
HOWARD’S 
DRIVE-IN

Since 1947  
 Specializing in Fresh Seafood 

Lobster Rolls • Chicken • Steamers
 Burgers • Dogs • Ice Cream

Rt. 9 West Brookfield 
 (508) 867-6504 or (774) 200-5609 

H Call for Hours H Open 11am H
Combo Plates • Salads • Sandwiches • Appetizers 
Meal Deals • Kids Plates • Side Orders • Dessert

The “Captain”

FISHERMAN’S 
PLATTER

The “Junior”
FISHERMAN’S PLATTER

(smaller portions)
$25.95

#2 1/2 B-B-Q Chicken
#3 1/2 Fried Chicken
French Fries Cole Slaw 

Cranberry sauce 

chiken & rib dinner
12oz Baby Back Riblets
1/2 B-B-Q Fried Chicken
French Fries Cole Slaw 

Cranberry sauce 
$18.95

HOWARD’SHOWARD’S
DRIVE - IN

Since 1947

HOMEMADE FRENCH FRIES -  ONION RINGS

Fresh 
Seafood

BBQ 
Chicken 

Soft & Hard 
Ice Cream

Call Ahead For Takeout

508-867-6504

Specializing in BBQ Chicken

 Lobster Rolls * BBQ Ribs * 100% Haddock Dinner * Fisherman’s 
Platter * Burgers & Dogs * Seafood * Chowder * Clam Fritters… 

TOO MUCH TO LIST! 
Stop by and pick up our take-out menu or visit us at 

www.Facebook.com/HowardsDriveInInc

SOFT ICE CREAM 
 HARD ICE CREAM 

PREMIUM ICE CREAM 
 SHERBETS 

 FROZEN YOGURT

SUNDAES 
 BANANA BOATS 

 FUDGE BROWNIE  
SUNDAES 

 APPLE DUMPLING 
SUNDAE 

 FLURRIES 
 FLAVOR SAMPLERS…

AND MORE!

CLAMS • SCALLOPS • SHRIMP • CLAMSTRIPS  
HADDOCK • F. FRIES • C SLAW

$31.95

KID’S MENU
Served with French Fries & Cole Slaw

HOT DOG PLATE  $4.95
 w/Cheese $5.25
GRILLED CHEESE   $4.95
WING DING PLATE(4)  $6.95
CHICKEN TENDERS(3)  $6.95
FISH  $8.95
SHRIMP PLATE  $8.95
CLAM STRIP PLATE  $7.95
HAMBURGER PLATE  $6.75
 w/Cheese $4.25

ALL ITEMS PLUS 6.25% MEAL TAX

$10.95

www.StonebridgePress.com

Second Chance reminds pet owners  
to consider how pets are handling change

EAST BROOKFIELD —  For 
some pets, having the family 
at home all the time has been 
a dream come true…more play 
time, perhaps more treats and 
a lot more walks. For some 
other pets, too much of a good 
thing has been way too much 
and they want their house 
back.

We’ve all seen the memes, 
some of us may have shared 
more than few with all the 
extra time we suddenly had, 
but Second Chance Animal 
Services is reminding pet own-
ers to think about how the 
changes brought on by COVID-
19 have impacted their pet.  

We all need downtime and 
pets are no different.  Especially 
in larger households or families 
with young children, pets may 
need a break from the activity, 
noise and attention.  Having 
someplace quiet to escape for a 
break is a good idea for pets in 
these homes if possible.  If you 
find your pet wandering away 
from the action to take a nap, 
let them be for a while.

Pet owners should be on the 
lookout for signs of stress in 

their pet like excessive lick-
ing and chewing, whining, or 
new destructive behavior or 
accidents in the house.  Any 
new behavior can be a clue 
that something’s amiss.  If the 
behavior continues, pet own-
ers should talk to their vet-
erinarian to help address the 
issue.

Second Chance CEO Sheryl 
Blancato is also reminding pet 
owners to help their pet adjust 
as people return to work.  

“Consider adjusting your 
schedule slowly or have a 
friend or family member check 
on them if that’s an option.  
Pets thrive on routine so every 
time you have to change that 
routine, be patient,” Blancato 
said.

Blancato was thrilled to see 
how many pets were adopted 
from Second Chance as stay-
at-home restrictions were put 
in place.  

“It was an ideal time for pets 
to be welcomed into a family,” 
she said. “Now, as those fami-
lies may be spending less time 
at home, we hope adopters will 
help their new pets adjust to 

the change.”
If you’ve been home with 

your pets this whole time, 
Second Chance Medical 
Director Grace Park recom-
mends taking steps to teach 
your pet to be alone again, or 
for the first time with newly 
adopted pets.  

“This can include leaving 
them home alone for a short 
period and gradually extend-
ing the length of time you are 
out.  As you head out the door, 
you can reward calm behavior 
with a special treat.  A peanut 
butter filled Kong or a food-dis-
pensing puzzle toy is great if 
your pet is unable to destroy 
them,” she said.

Park also recommends 
adjusting your schedule as 
early as possible, to get your 
pet used to the new waking and 
feeding times. 

Most of all, Blancato and 
Park urge pet owners to 
remain understanding and not 
rush to surrender their pet if 
they return home to an acci-
dent or chewed-up shoe.  With 
a little time and training, your 
companion can adjust to the 

new schedule.  Pet owners who 
think their pet may need extra 

support can reach out to their 
veterinarian for help.
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MEAGHAN L. 4TH GRADE, SEBRSD

School vs. Home
My opinion on learning 

from home than rather than 
learning from school is that 
learning from home is better. 
Here are my three reasons 
why.

My first reason is that that 
you can stay in your paja-
mas. Instead of having to get 
dressed to go school, I can 
wear my pajamas.Pajamas 
are just are just more com-
fortable!

My second reason for 
liking home school more 
is you can do your school 
work whenever you want. If 
you were at school and your 
teacher placed work in front 
of you you would have to do 
it right then and there.

I like the pace of home 
schooling better.

My last reason is that you 
can do your school work any-
where. You can do it on your 
bed, or outside, or even in the 
car. My favorite place to do it 
is on my bed.

In conclusion what I am 
trying to say is that at home 
you can be comfy and you.

NORA M. – 4TH GRADE – SEBRSD

Would You Rather 
Learn at Home or at 

School? 
Learning at home is very 

different from learning 
at school. When I learn at 
school, I like it better. Some of 
the reasons that I like learn-
ing at school better are there 
are teachers and friends at 
school to help me with my 
school work and there are 
less distractions at school. I 
like the schedule better, and 
there are fun things to do 
after I do my school work. 

 First of all, my school 
work is easier to learn at 
school. Friends can help with 
work. Also, textbooks are at 
school to help me. In addi-
tion, there are a lot of teach-
ers to help you with your 
work.

Second, there are a lot more 
distractions at home. My 
brother distracts me when he 
has to do school work at the 
same time. When my brother 
is watching TV, the TV dis-
tracts me too. Furthermore, I 
want to play outside instead 
of doing school work some-
times. 

Third, I like getting up early 
and getting out of school ear-
lier. This means I can have 
more time doing fun things, 
for example arts and crafts, 
playing outside, or baking. I 
can also relax more. Finally, 
there is more time to finish 
your homework. 

Fourth, when you are done 
doing work at school, my 
teacher has fun things for 
us to do. For example, we 
have math games to play and 
auctions sometimes. Also, 
we can go to the school store 
every week. 

As you can see, learning 
at school is better because 
I have teachers and friends 
to help me, there are less 
distractions at school, the 
schedule is better, and there 
are fun things to do after 
school work is done. I am 
looking forward to going 
back to school!

School is Cool
BY OLIVER B., 4TH GRADE, SEBRSD
I would rather learn at 

school. I would be able to see 
my friends. In the morning 
I would talk with them in 
the gym before we had to 
go to our classroom. I miss 
working with them on group 
assignments. At recess we 
had a game where we made a 
base on the playground and 
tried to protect it. Lunchtime 
was my favorite. We used to 
talk and laugh together. Now 
I only see some of my friends 
at our Zoom meetings. 

At school we had field trips 
and fun activities, like The 
Fun Run and Field Day. I 
haven’t had any of those at 
home. Specials were the best. 
Gym was my favorite. We 
played really fun games. My 
favorite was Battleship. Mr. 
Donahue, who retired sadly, 
set up mats with bowling 
pins on them and teams of 
4 collect balls. The teams 
throw the balls and try to 
knock the bowling pins off 
each other’s mats. At home, I 
go for walks outside.

I’m going to Knox Trail 
next year. I didn’t get to 
spend my last year at Wire 
Village. I have been going 
to school there for 5 years. It 
makes me sad to think about 
never going back. I’m wor-
ried that I may not see all my 
friends from WVS at Knox 
Trail. All of the teachers that 
I’ve had at WVS were really 
nice and helped me. I will 
miss them and being able to 
say goodbye. 

PEYTON L., 4TH GRADE, SEBRSD
 In my opinion I would 

rather work from school.
 It is easier for me to work 

at school because when I am 
at home there are a lot of 
distractions. When i am try-
ing to do my remote work 
my dogs are always barking 
and my mom is also trying to 
work from home so that can 
be distracting as well .

 I also feel that it is easier to 
do my school work at school 
because i have my teachers 
help . Sometimes i need help 
with things that my mom 
or my brother cant help me 
with . It is easier when I am 
at school with my teachers 
who can help me if I have a 
question.

 It is also easier to work 
on my school work at school 
because it is more structured 
and I know what times i 
will be doing certain things. 
When I am doing my work 
at home i dont always do it 
at the same times everyday 
because sometimes i need 
my moms help or i am busy 
doing other things.

 For these reasons I would 
like  to keep doing my school 
work at school instead of 
doing my school work at 
home.

 
RYAN M. – 4TH GRADE - SEBRSD
  Would you rather learn at 

home or at school?
My favorite way to learn 

is at school.   It is easier to 
focus at school.  There are 
less things distracting me.  
There are no pets barking, 
and no siblings bugging you.   
You also don’t have to worry 
about the internet or com-
puter not connecting.   Your 

work is right in front of you 
not on the computer screen. 

I miss being with my teach-
er and friends at school.  I 
especially miss Oliver and 
Austin.  I miss playing on 
the playground.  My favorite 
is the swings.   At home you 
only get to see your friends 
on zoom.   It is easier to 
interact with my teacher and 
friends at school.  At school 
we get to work in groups.  At 
home I work by myself or 
with a parent.  At school I 
always have a teacher to ask 
for help. 

I feel like I learn more at 
school.  At school there is 
a schedule.  We have a set 
lunch and recess time and 
time for work.  The teacher 
is better at school because it 
is her job.  She likes being a 
teacher.  She helps me when-
ever I need help.  We get to 
do fun projects at school.  We 
learn more at school.  The 
teacher can teach us more at 
school.  The lessons are lon-
ger and have more details.  
We learn at school and then 
get to practice what we 
learned right away.

 It is important to 
learn from home right now 
because of Covid-I9.  We are 
helping to stop the virus 
from spreading by staying 
home.  I like staying home 
because I get to see my pets.  
I also get to sleep later and 
take more breaks. However, 
I can not wait to go back to 
school.

  RYCE R. -  4TH GRADE, SEBRSD  
I  strongly believe that 

working from school is a bet-
ter place to learn. 

My first reason is that you 
don’t have to go online and 
work. My second reason is 
that you can see each other 
and your don’t have to be 
online.  My third reason 
is that you can have your 
work in front of you.  There 
are many reasons why you 
should want to work from 
school than home . 

The first reason working 
at school is better is because 
you don’t have to do online 
classes and do work on com-
puters beacause it may hurt 
your eyes after bit of work-
ing.   

The second reason is 
because it is better to see 
people in person.  Its does not 
work that much on a zoom 
class. And you could have 
bad internet and miss things 
or forget about the class.

Third reson that’s good to 
have your work in front of 
you so you don’t have to be 
online and have to work on 
ipad/computer of an online 
programs and you can also 
aren’t distracted at school 
inless there is a major prob-
lome like the fire alarms 
behaviors and more.. I also 
think working from school 
is better because at your 
house you have Ipads and 
games and anything that can 
distract you like pets and 
more.  You also can have 
way more attention with the 
teachers you also get specials 
and more like plays, ect. And 
when you are at home you 
have to like put up a sched-
ule of all the zooms you have 
to go on and I think that’s 
that’s boring /:

So this is why I think 
working at schoool is better 
to learn at than home!
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SAM S.   GRADE 4  SEBRSD

Learning at home vs. 
Learning at school

If I had to choose between 
learning at home or school, 
I would have a hard time 
choosing because they both 
have advantages and disad-
vantages. Some advantages 
of home school are being 
able to sleep in, I get to spend 
more time with family, I get 
more outside time and we all 
stay home to stop COVID-19. 
However, I don’t like that I 
can’t chat with my friends 
face to face. I can at least chat 
with my friends on zoom! 

Some advantages of learn-
ing at school are that I learn 
more, I have events, like 
the fun run, where you try 
to run as many laps as you 
can to earn money for new 
equipment like a rock wall in 
our gym.  We have field day 
which is a day we have once 
a year and we play outside 
for almost the entire day!  I 
have specials like  gym and 
art , and having famous 
people come to the school to 
teach the kids something like 
a famous biker who taught 
us to always wear a helmet 
when riding anything! 

So, if I had to choose 

between learning at home or 
school I would have a hard 
time because they both have 
advantages and disadvantag-
es.  But, if I had to choose 
between home or school it 
would be school because you 
can do all of the sleeping in 
and seeing family just not as 
much!

SKYLAH K. 4TH GRADE – SEBRSD
I would like to work in 

school in the fall because it 
is very stressful at home.  I 
miss all of my classmates 
and teachers, and I cannot 
concentrate while I am stuck 
inside. I think that many 
other kids would like to go 
back because I have talked 
to a lot of my classmates 
and they seem like they are 
also having trouble concen-
trating too. The teachers are 
also probably missing their 
students very much, I know 
that I am missing the teach-
ers a lot. 

It is very stressful at home 
because when  I am at home 
I just feel like I want to play. 
I also just don’t feel like I 
am in the right mood to do 
school when I am at home. 
In addition to that, I get to 
sleep in. Sometimes when 
I sleep in I get even more 
tired than when I don’t sleep 
in. Being able to wear paja-
mas all day is amazing, but 
when you wear pajamas all 
the time you can get into a 
bad habit of never wanting to 
get dressed! Therefore, when 
we do end up going back to 
school, having to get dressed 
every morning can be diffi-
cult. Just getting the motiva-
tion back up to get dressed 
and get back into a routine 
will be very hard, and some 
may get upset about that. 

I miss my classmates and 
teachers very much and the 
only way I actually can see 
them is when we go on a 
Zoom meeting, and even that 
is not the same as when I see 
them in real life. I miss hear-
ing their voices and actually 
interacting with them in per-
son. When we are at school 
we learn so much more than 
we do when we are at home 
learning through a computer 
screen. Also when we are in 
school we can do better art 
projects and all of us can do 
them because some people 
don’t have the supplies for 
the projects.

I have trouble concentrat-
ing at home because there 
are just so many other things 
to do than do school.  For 
example I can play, and I can 
paint. There are also more 
things to get distracted on at 
home than when we are in 
school.  Also concentrating 
is way easier when you are 
with someone to help  you 
focus but when you are at 
home there is really nobody 
to help  with that.  In conclu-
sion I am just trying to say 
that it is easier to concen-
trate when we are in  school.  
The three paragraphs are the 
reasons why I want to go 
back to school in the fall. #1 
It is stressful #2 I miss all my 
teachers and classmates and 
#3 I have trouble concentrat-
ing

The Write Stuff
All Ages Welcome! Open topics. 

Please share your creative writing and thoughts with us! 

This is the final Write Stuff of the 2019-20 season. 

Thank you to everyone who participated during this school year. 
Please feel free to submit your creative writings over the summer months to be published 

in September. Thank you to Lamoureux Ford for being so generous in supporting 
The Write Stuff each month. If you are a contributor or just enjoy reading these pages, 

please thank the friendly staff at Lamoureux Ford for helping us bring this to you.

Have a safe and Happy Summer!

SINCE 2001

Visit us on-line lamoureuxford.com or call 508-885-1000

Congratulations to the students for your success working from home these past 
few months. This proves that you can conquer any challenges you may face in 

life. Lamoureux Ford is very proud to support you and The Write Stuff.  
Have a great summer and stay healthy!. 

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield
SALES DEPARTMENT IS NOW OPEN  Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00/ Sat till noon. 

Please wear a face mask or covering inside the Dealership in Sales or in Service. Thank you.
SERVICE HOURS: Monday - Friday 8:00-3:00

2018 
Dodge Challenger R/T Coupe

5.7L V-8 cyl, auto, Granite Pearlcoat,
39K miles, Stk CU7397… $23,888

Bob’s pick for summer fun!  

Find this and more great new and used  
cars & trucks on our website, or just stop by!



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER   7 Friday, July 10, 2020

The Write Stuff
All Ages Welcome! Open topics. 

Please share your creative writing and thoughts with us! 

This is the final Write Stuff of the 2019-20 season. 

Thank you to everyone who participated during this school year. 
Please feel free to submit your creative writings over the summer months to be published 

in September. Thank you to Lamoureux Ford for being so generous in supporting 
The Write Stuff each month. If you are a contributor or just enjoy reading these pages, 

please thank the friendly staff at Lamoureux Ford for helping us bring this to you.

Have a safe and Happy Summer!

SINCE 2001

SNAKE H. 4TH GRADE, 

SEBRSD
I really like learning 

from school because 
I miss all my friends. 
My classmates were 
my friends and without 
them I don’t have the 
social interaction with 
my peers that I need to 
really grow as a person. 

I miss the routines 
I had during the day. 
I would do my work. 
I love my books and 
recess. I like school 
because it has rug time. 
I don’t have rug time 
at my home. I love my 
home too. I just real-
ly miss my friends and 
teachers. 

Recess was fun. I 
would play on the slide. 
I would play on the mon-
key bars. I do not like 
that the coronavirus 
took away such a good 
place. Coronavirus is 
scary and I understand 
why it is important that 
we can not be at school 
right now. I need to be 
at home to keep myself 
and my family safe 
from being sick.

I got to run around 
at gym. I like to run. I 
like to do push-ups. I 
like playing sports and 
games with my friends. 

I can’t wait to go see 
my friends and teach-
ers at school again. I 
love them all very 
much. That is why I 
like to be at school.

SOPHIA L. – GRADE 3 SEBRSD
I would rather have 

homeschool than going 
to school because ……

 We already started 
to do google classroom 
and it would be a hassle 
probably transferring it 
to our chromebooks!!!!!!

And  I enjoy doing it 
at home too because we 
can see our parents or 
guardians more!!!!!

I just don’t want to 
do it in the summer 
because we can still go 
outside and play and 
hopefully it will be done 
by then but it doesn’t 
like hot weather so 
when it is hot outside it 
will maybe be gone but 

it likes cold weather so 
when fall and winter 
comes it will probably 
come back but it also 
will be a hassle switch-
ing every year school 
homeschool school 
homeschool!!!!!!

That’s what i think!
 

STELLA H. – GRADE 3 - 

SEBRSD 
Would you rather do 

school work at home or 
at school?

I would rather do 
work at school because 
I feel like that if you do 
it at school, it is much 
easier than doing it at 
home. 

Another reason why 
I’d rather do work at 
school is because I can 
see some of my friends. 
Third, I would rath-
er do work at school 
because of how some-
times, there are hands-
on learning activities. 
Lastly, I’d rather be at 
school because of how 
I very much like how 
i can do group work, 
and be around other 
students.

TRISTYN M. 4TH GRADE, 

SEBRSD 
I really believe that 

learning from school 
is easier than learning 
from home. It is fun to 
learn at school. You 
get more interaction 
not just the computer 
screen. Also you get to 
see your friends while 
learning. These are 
some reasons learning 
at school is better.

It is fun to learn at 
school. At home you 
don’t get to do fun spir-
it days with your class-
mates. We can do exper-
iments at school and 
learn new things. Also 
while we are school we 
have specials like art, 
music, library, and 
gym that are fun. These 
are my reasons why it’s 
fun to learn at school. 

At school you get 
more interaction so 
it’s not just a comput-
er screen. Teachers  
can have more time to 

explain things to you. A 
lot of us are bored right 
now so at school we 
would have more stuff 
to do. Also at school we 
can learn in different 
ways and learn more 
things. This is how 
there is more interac-
tion at school.

While you are at 
school you get to see 
friends while learn-
ing. At school you get 
to do work with part-
ners. When you are 
at home you work by 
yourself. Friends can 
help explain things that 
you don’t get.It makes 
learning fun to do it 
with friends. That is 
why it is better to see 
friends while learning.

I strongly believe that 
learning from school is 
better than learning 
from home. You get 
to see friends while 
learning. There is more 
interaction at school 
and not just a computer 
screen. Also it is fun to 
learn at school. I think 
learning at school is 
better than learning 
from home. That is why 
I am looking forward 
to going back to school 
next year. 

V.H. 4TH GRADE, SEBRSD
I don’t like working 

at home because it is 
more challenging for 
me. I also don’t like 
working from home 
because there are a lot 
of distractions. At home 
you can also get inter-
rupted for lunch where 
as at school everything 
is planned. 

This assignment is 
to explain why I either 
like or dislike doing 
work at home or at 
school. I dislike doing 
work at home because 
I am not used to doing 
the work I have on a 
device. If you’re doing 
it on a device at home if 
you need any help with 
anything and you ask 
on the google classroom 
then everyone knows 
the answer to that ques-
tion.

At home when you’re 

doing the work and you 
dont know your code 
for that website you ask 
the teacher and she or 
he just tells everyone 
what your code or user-
name and password is 
in the google classroom 
if you don’t know how 
to read your email or 
use all this technology! 
I also don’t like typing 
to every individual in 
my class. I don’t like 
how anyone that saw 
that can just log into 
my account and ruin it 
and all of my data could 
just go down the drain.

I also liked going 
to school to see my 
friends.  Also, the 
internet isn’t always 
that great while going 
to school doesn’t need 
an internet connection 
because you can learn 
on paper. I also like see-
ing my teacher because 
i think that she is awe-
some!!! I love being able 
to sit in the cafeteria to 
see all the people

The reason I don’t 
like doing work at 
home is because you 
might have things to do 
and your work might 
just interrupt whatev-
er you were doing at 
home. Like if some-
thing happened or you 
were just trying to take 
a nap and your parent 
or guardian could make 
you wake up and do it.  
I would much rather 
learn at school.  

ALEXIA R. GRADE 4, SEBRSD
 I strongly 

believe going to school 
is better than remote 
learning . I love stay-
ing up late and doing  
school work any time i 
want to but , I always 
get destracted . At 
schoolI can foucused 
easier . My friends and 
I would always go to 
breakfast and play at 
recces . I feel that in the 
classroom i learn easier 
.  After two monthes of 
remote  learning I feel 
that I prefer going to 
school for learning .

   Normally at home 
I wake up at eight and 

eat breakfast . Then i 
would do some school 
work , play with my 
dog and jump on our 
trampoline . Some day I 
dont do my school work  
because i get distracted 
playing or doing some-
thing else. I have been 
going on walks,baking 
and making paper flow-
ers. Last week my fam-
ily and I hade a camp 
fire and made s’mores .   

       When I have school 
i wake up at seven , 
brush my teeth and get 
ready . My friends and 
i would ride the bus 
and go down to break-
fast. Then I go to my 
classroom and learn 
lots of things. My favor-
ite time of the day was 
going to special . After 
that my class woukd go 
back to the classroom 
and eat snack and do 
daily geography . Next 
we would go to lunch 
and recces . Lastly we 
would would do math, 
pack up and wait for 
our bus to be called.

     In comparing 
remote learning and 
going to school I rather 
go to school .  I rath-
er be with my friends 
than stay home . I like 
learning in the class-
room because it keeps 
me focused.  I hope in 
the fall we can go back 
to school . Cant wait 
to see my friends and 
teachers ! 

AVA R,GRADE 4 - SEBRSD

 In the last two 
months of being home 
doing remote learning 
I would  prefer working 
at school. In my opin-
ion I dont get that dis-
tracted as I do at home.  
When I do work at 
school I feel way more 
focused.  I feel remote 
learning is harder than 
working in school.  I 
strongly believe I can 
work better in a group, 
than working alone 
at home. I miss being 
able to work with my 
friends.  My teacher 
knows what im learn-
ing, but sometimes my 

parents don’t under-
stand, so it can be chal-
lenging.  At home I’ve 
been learning other 
things like baking and 
arts and crafts. It is dif-
ferent from school.  I 
cant wait to be back ay 
school! 

 At home 
schoool is different, I 
can wake up whatev-
er time I want with-
out setting an alarm 
clock. Then I usally do 
some schoolwork on 
the computer. Fridays 
and Mondays we usally 
have zoom, so i wake 
up at  nine am, and get 
ready. Every week my 
family and I go on a 
run, or play a game out-
side. My mom and Dad 
still have to go to work, 
and my mom works at 
night so i cant see her 
at night. Sometimes I 
get disracted and dont 
do all my school work 
because I get focused 
about other things.  

 When i have 
school i wake up early, 
and get ready. Around 
eight am the bus comes 
and picks me up, I ride 
the school bus with my 
friends. When i get to 
school i go downstairs 
and eat breakfast in 
the lunch room. Then 
i go to the gym and my 
teacher gathers us and 
bring my classmates 
and i to the classroom. 
We usally do all of our 
classes at a certain 
time, like math is at the 
end of the day. We only 
leave the classroom for 
special, lunch, and to go 
to the bathroom. 

 In comparing 
remote learning and 
school, I prefer school, 
because it keeps me 
more focused and we 
learn for most of  the 
day.  I get to spend 
time and play with my 
friends.  Even though 
we might do more work 
in school It is still very 
fun to do, because i 
have friends with me.

Summer Reading program in 
full swing at Haston Library

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Summer is in full swing, which 
means plenty of summer reading 
fun for local youngsters.

The Haston Free Public 
Library’s summer reading pro-
gram will run from July 6 through 
Aug. 22. Area children are invited 
to take part in this year’s theme: 
Imagine Your Story, which encom-
passes stories related to myths, 
fantasy, and fairy tales.

As in past years, children will be 
asked to keep a log of all the books 
they read during the program. 
Even if they read only one book 
each week, they will be eligible 
to select a prize at the end of the 
program.

Participants can also play a 
game called  Librainium, which 
includes activities in reading, 
writing, drawing, and other top-
ics.  Kids’ Librainium creations 
may be kept in a portfolio, which 
they will receive at the start of the 
program. Projects will ultimate-
ly be displayed in the children’s 
library at the end of the summer.   

For library officials, it has been 
disappointing to be away from 

kids and families these last few 
months. They hope the summer 
reading program can provide 
some fun and learning over the 
extended summer break.

“Summer is such a great time to 
read.  You can read anything you 
want and keep learning the whole 
time,” said Haston Public Library 
children’s librarian Rosemary 
Mackenzie.  “We’re looking for-
ward to helping children find 
books and watching their reading 
logs grow.”  

While access to the library 
remains limited due to the coro-
navirus, librarians will assist fam-
ilies in the selection of books and 
other library materials.

Additionally, this year’s sum-
mer reading program will fea-
ture the first-ever First Lady 
and Blades Summer Reading 
Challenge. Libraries throughout 
the Commonwealth will work 
toward their own goals and will be 
entered into a drawing for Boston 
Bruins prizes. The challenge is 
a collaboration between the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC), the 

First Lady of the Commonwealth 
Lauren Baker, and the Boston 
Bruins.   

“Our Haston Library goals are 
to have at least 40 children read 200 
books and compile 20 Librainium 
portfolios, which will be tracked 
from July 1 to Aug. 14,” read a 
statement issued by the library. 
“We hope lots of kids will partici-
pate in summer reading and help 
us hit our goals.”

As soon as certain reading 
goals are met, the library will be 
entered into a drawing for sever-
al Bruins prizes. These include 
a Zamboni ride during a Bruins 
game; high-fiving with the play-
ers; sitting on the bench during 
pregame warmups; and receiving 
signed memorabilia like jerseys 
and pucks.  

A summer reading party with 
prizes will take place on Saturday, 
Aug. 22, at 10 a.m.

Families are asked to register 
their children for the program by 
calling 508-867-0208. You can also 
send an email to illnb@cwmars.
org. 

Lake Wickaboag to 
receive herbicide 

treatment
WEST BROOKFIELD 

— West Brookfield Board of 
Health along with the Lake 
Wickaboag Preservation 
Association (LWPA), 
have announced that on 
Wednesday, July 15, Lake 
Wickaboag will receive an 
herbicide application to 
treat nuisance aquatic veg-
etation.    

SOLitude Lake 
Management, the contractor 
hired by the West Brookfield 
Board of Health to apply the 
herbicide and algaecide, has 
requested that the use of the 
lake’s water be restricted as 
follows so as to not interfere 
with the treatment applica-
tion and to allow the chem-
icals to reach maximum 
effectiveness:

Swimming, fishing and 

boating 1 day – July 15 
Livestock watering for 2 

days- July 15, 16
Direct Drinking for 4 days 

– July 15, 16, 17, 18
Irrigation for 6 days-July 

15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20
Members of the LWPA 

will notify boaters and 
swimmers by placing signs 
on streets leading to the lake 
and by placing red flag buoys 
on the lake.  As part of their 
education program, they 
will also send a reminder to 
residents through the local 
cable access channel before 
the application begins.

 If you need additional 
information, please feel free 
to contact SOLitude Lake 
Management, at (508) 885-
0101.
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To the Editor:
I am just passing on some thoughts I 

have had regarding the mask scenario 
we are all going through.  When I was 
growing up, there were only two people 
that wore a mask; the Lone Ranger 
and Zorro. Some others did wear ban-
danas, but they were the ones that 
would rob stage coaches and hold up 
the local town bank. Then TV brought 
on a couple of medical programs, Ben 
Casey and Dr. Kildare, who both wore 
medical masks.   The next mask con-
cept I remember came out of the Far 
East showing some citizens of large cit-
ies like Hong Kong or Tokyo wearing 
masks due to air pollution.  And here 
we are now, with people worldwide 
wearing masks to help prevent the 
spread of a virus and its deadly effect.

As inconvenient as it is to dawn the 
mask, I have gleamed some positive 
and interesting results from the pro-
cess. The first thing that comes to mind 
is the ingenuity and imagination used 
in making masks.  Aside from the typ-
ical medical mask I’ve seen, there are 
masks with sports team logos, or with 
the ferocity of a shark, wolf or even 
lion mouth.  Other masks were made 
from clothing and bed coverings.  Then 
there are those with the tranquility 
of flowers, pastels, and some that are 
just out and out pretty.  The venue 
for masks has become unlimited in its 
creative display and possibly shows the 
character of the wearer. 

The masking concept for me has also 
taken on an audio/visual application. 
In the audio spectrum, I have noted that 
the mask muffles one’s speaking/enun-
ciation ability, and we become diffi-
cult to hear and understand.  However, 
even before the mask era began, I have 
been told by a very close, reliable, and 
trust worthy source that I “hear but do 
not listen.”  I guess, therefore, that cor-
rective action needs to be taken on both 
sides of the masked communication.  
For the speaker; talk directly to your 
listener, use a little higher volume with 
crisper enunciation (can’t discount our 
Boston accent). The listener needs to 
pay better attention/listen to what is 
being said.

The video segment I find the most 
interesting. Because the mask covers 
the mouth/nose area all that is left to 
look at are the persons’ eyes. When 
speaking with another “masked” per-

son you literally/figuratively are see-
ing eye to eye with them.  One of the 
first things that really struck me was 
actually seeing the color of the other 
person’s eyes. There are so many amaz-
ing eye colors out there that we have 
just not taken the time or cognizant 
effort to recognize. The multiple shades 
of blue run from a deep night blue to 
a sparkling blue radiance. There are 
brown eyes that cover the spectrum 
of polished chestnut, a smooth swede/
leather, to an almost ebony black.   
And then the other rainbow of colors 
includes misty greens, grays, hazel, 
an unrelenting array of colors that we 
have never really taken the time to see 
before.

Continuing with the video portion, 
it has been said that the “eyes are the 
window to the soul.”  I find this to be 
so true.  When only looking into some-
one’s eyes you get a glimpse of their 
state of being. You can see joy, hap-
piness, sincerity, sadness, wellbeing, 
complacency, anxiety; their/our emo-
tional state is exposed. It is really grati-
fying and heartwarming to see a person 
smile with only their eyes and knowing 
they mean it.  My overall eye contact 
observations have led me to believe 
that the vast majority of people are in 
a state of contentment and wellbeing 
in spite of the present circumstances.  
I also found that an others’ voice and 
intonation may say one thing but the 
eyes never lie.

Some of the other good things I have 
found while wearing a mask: I don’t 
need to shave as often because the 
mask hides the beard, I don’t have to 
go to the store because I can’t find my 
mask, I don’t need to go out socially 
because I can’t find a mask to match my 
ensemble, I have to go home because 
my mask is getting old/worn out/dirty.  
The benefit list is only limited by your 
imagination, just like the mask style/
design.

In closing please consider a few con-
cepts:  the ingenuity/design of a mask 
speaks volumes about the wearer, 
talk a little louder/cleared, be a bet-
ter listener, and when communicating 
always look the other person in the eye 
for a full perspective of who they are.

Stay safe and healthy.

James J. Foyle
N. Brookfield

The magical mask

Editorial

Wondering 
about the 
weather

We’ve noticed, as of late, that weath-
er forecasts have been more inaccurate 
than usual.  In trying to figure out which 
weather app is the most accurate, we 
came up empty.  There were several days 
we should have expected rain and thun-
derstorms but unfortunately came up 
short. After a dry spell and high tempera-
tures last week, the thought of sitting on 
the front porch watching a thunderstorm 
seemed like a dream.  This week, finally 
welcomed more rain making lawns and 
gardens across the region perk up. 

After some digging, we found that it’s 
the novel Coronavirus that has affected 
our weather forecasts. We could say that 
we’re surprised, but this virus has affect-
ed every aspect of our daily lives, so why 
not weather forecasts too?

Experts say that the drop in airline trav-
el has reduced the amount of data needed 
to make an accurate forecast.  Typically, 
forecasts change by the hour. Aircrafts 
pick up wind, humidity and temperatures 
during flight. Data from weather balloons 
and satellites is still being used, however 
the accuracy comes from the planes.  Of 
course, this affects weather being tracked 
by the Global Forecast system as well. 
Data taken from the ocean is also not 
being gathered at the rate it was prior to 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

So, with forecasts being in question 
every day, we figured we’d hop in the 
time machine, something we love to do on 
all occasions, and learn about some tips 
our ancestors used.  

We’ve all heard the phrase, “Red sky at 
night, sailor’s delight; red sky by morn-
ing, sailors take warning.” This phrase 
dates back to Biblical times, and happens 
to be quite accurate. Weather in the north 
typically travels from west to east, so if 
you see a colorful sunrise, that means 
there are clouds to the west, which could 
bring bad weather.  If the clouds grab hold 
of the sunset as they travel to the east, 
there is a high chance for calm weather 
the following day.  

By the 1700’s, modern thermometers 
were commonly used, with barometers 
stepping on to the scene in the next cen-
tury. Thomas Jefferson used such tools 
to record the weather on a daily basis. 
Moving forward the telegraph allowed 
people to communicate the weather over 
long distances, which lead to weather 
maps. This allowed people to track pat-
terns. Rising air pressure, meant calm 
weather while dipping pressures meant a 
storm was on the horizon. 

Weather balloons were used in the 1900’s 
to track moisture and winds, which lead 
to more research into just what makes 
weather tick.  Weather radar was found 
by chance during WW II, when radar was 
used to try to track down enemy aircraft.  
While doing so, rain was found.  Tools 
advanced rapidly into the 1950’s through 
the 1980’s. 

The Old Farmer’s Almanac shared 
some sayings that were used for some 
old fashioned forecasting. “The higher 
the clouds, the finer the weather,” The 
Almanac says. “If you spot wispy, thin 
clouds up where jet airplanes fly, expect 
a spell of pleasant weather. Keep an eye, 
however, on the smaller puff clouds 
(cumulus), especially if it’s in the morn-
ing or early afternoon. If the rounded tops 
of these clouds, which have flat bases, 
grow higher than the one cloud’s width, 
then there’s a chance of a thunderstorm 
forming.”

“Clear moon, frost soon” means that 
a clear night, makes the Earth’s surface 
cool at a faster rate, and with no cloud 
cover to keep the heat in, causes frost and 
a cold morning. 

“When clouds appear like towers, the 
Earth is refreshed by frequent showers.” 
If you see large, white clouds that resem-
ble castles, there is likely a lot going on 
weather wise.  If white clouds grow, and 
turn grey, a storm is coming. 

“Rainbow in the morning gives you 
fair warning.” Where there’s a rainbow, 
there’s a shower, and hopefully a pot of 
gold. 

“Ring around the moon? Rain real 
soon.” A ring around the moon means that 
warm weather is in the near future, with 
some rain.  According to the Almanac, 
“High thin clouds get lower and thicker 
as they pass over the moon. Ice crystals 
are reflected by the moon’s light, causing 
a halo to appear.”

It’s unfortunate, but true: During this 
period of economic uncertainty, one 
of the busiest “industries” has been 
financial scamming. But it goes on even 
during normal times, too, so you’ll want 
to know what to look for, and how to 
defend yourself.

For starters, just how 
widespread is financial 
fraud? Consider this: 
In 2019, more than 3.2 
million fraud cases were 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission, with 
identity theft being the 
most common type of 
fraud, accounting for 
about one-fifth of the 
overall cases. And fraud-
ulent new accounts 
(mortgages, student 
loans, car loans and 
credit cards) amounted 

to about $3.4 billion in 2018, according to 
a study by Javelin Strategy & Research.

To help yourself from being victim-
ized, consider the following suggestions. 
They are certainly not an exhaustive 
list, but they should prove useful.

Watch out for unsecure web-
sites.  Make sure a website is secure 
before entering any payment or person-
al information. Look for sites that start 
with HTTPS, rather than those with just 
HTTP, which are not secure and can 
be hacked. But even a site with HTTPS 
can still be used by scammers, so, if you 
don’t recognize the name of the com-
pany or group that’s requesting your 
information, do some research to make 
sure it’s legitimate.

Review your credit reports.  As men-
tioned above, the fraudulent opening of 
new accounts is a big source of financial 
scams. To be sure nobody has opened 
new accounts under your name, try 
to review your credit reports at least 
once a year. You can get them for free 
at AnnualCreditReport.com.

Follow up on fraud. If you’ve already 
been victimized by having new accounts 
opened in your name, contact one of 
the three major credit reporting agen-
cies (Experian, Equifax or TransUnion) 
and place a 90-day fraud alert on your 
credit file. You might also want to file 
a complaint with the Federal Trade 
Commission, print it out and file it with 
your local law enforcement agency. And 
it’s also a good idea to contact the fraud 
department of the financial companies 
where the thief has opened a fraudulent 
account in your name.

Be alert for suspicious 
links. “Phishers” have gotten quite good 
at sending out messages that look like 
they’re from reputable businesses. But 
if you examine these messages careful-
ly, you can usually determine if there’s 
something off about them. For example, 
no legitimate business will tell you, via 
this type of message, that you have to 
“correct your account” by providing 
additional information. And if you do 
hit the link provided, and it takes you to 
a third-party site, you can be pretty sure 
it’s bogus.

Resist “act now” offers. If you get an 
offer, via phone or online, urging you 
to “act immediately” on an investment 
opportunity, discontinue the communi-
cation. No reputable financial advisor 
will ever try to force you to take such 
swift action, and if an investment is 
legitimate, it will be available tomor-
row, next week and next year.

Use your shredder. You probably have 
the option to “go paperless” with all 
your banks and financial services pro-
viders, but, if you still do receive paper 
documents, be sure to shred them when 
they’re no longer needed.

You save and invest for years to help 
achieve your long-term goals. Don’t let 
any of your efforts be undone by finan-
cial fraudsters.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.  Please con-
tact Jeff Burdick, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or  jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com. 
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Protect yourself 
against financial 

scammers

Financial 
Focus

JEFF 
BURDICK

To the Editor:
While President Trump bungles the 

pandemic in a way that no other devel-
oped nation has, our unemployment rate 
is still higher than at any time since the 
Great Depression, racial strife threat-
ens our unity in ways unseen since 
the 1960’s, President Trump focused on 
what is really important – monuments. 
You know, giant pieces of stone and/or 
metal. What better place to explain to 
Americans what is really important than 
at the Grandaddy of all monuments – Mt. 
Rushmore.  

Some may not know this, but Mt. 
Rushmore sits on stolen land. Now in a 
sense the entirety of the United States 
was stolen from the native peoples but 
most of the land did not have title per se 
because before Europeans arrived the 
Native Americans did not recognize land 
ownership in the way Europeans did. 
The black hills region of South Dakota, 
where Mt. Rushmore sits, is however a 
more clear-cut theft. The Lakota people 
did have title, known as the Treaty of 
Fort Laramie signed in 1868 and ratified 
by the U.S. Senate.

All was well with the new Indian res-
ervation until gold was discovered in 
the region known as the “Black Hills 
Gold Rush.” The government eventu-
ally broke the terms of the treaty with 
an expedition into the area by George 
Armstrong Custer (of Custer’s last stand) 
and failed to prevent American settlers 
from moving onto tribal lands. Rising 
tensions led to the Great Sioux War of 
1876. The U.S. Congress unilaterally mod-
ified the several times including seizing 
the Black Hills in 1877.

The Sioux Nation eventually took 
the U.S. Government to court over the 
broken treaty and it ended up in the 
Supreme Court in 1980. The court ruled 
that the government had illegally taken 
(stole) land granted in the 1868 treaty and 
granted the Sioux Nation an 1877 mar-
ket value of $15.5 Million with 5 percent 
annual interest since then. The Sioux 
Nation has refused to accept payment 
because they still want their land back.

The President, at Mt. Rushmore, on 
stolen land, proclaimed that “this mon-
ument will never be desecrated.” He 
said “there is a growing danger that 
threatens every blessing our ancestors 
fought so hard for, struggled, they bled to 
secure.” “Our nation is witnessing a mer-
ciless campaign to wipe out our history, 

defame our heroes, erase our values, 
and indoctrinate our children.” He said 
“Angry mobs are trying to tear down 
statues of our founders, deface our most 
sacred memorials, and unleash a wave of 
violent crime in our cities.” «This attack 
on our liberty, our magnificent liberty, 
must be stopped, and it will be stopped 
very quickly.»

I couldn’t agree with the President 
more. Angry mobs of “MAGA” wearing 
white folks are trying to erase our his-
tory, attack our liberty and threaten the 
American way of life for anybody that 
isn’t in the alternate reality known as 
Trumpism.  

Trump seems to no longer be con-
cerned about foreigners such as immi-
grants and “ChGINA” ruining his ver-
sion of America. He has decided that the 
true enemies of America are Americans 
– the majority that don’t vote for him. 
Non-white, non-Christian, white liberals, 
and the well-educated are apparently the 
true enemies of “the people”. Trump is 
not trying to build a better country, a 
more perfect union – he is dragging us 
backwards.

I couldn’t help but notice the press 
given to our local area over the on-then-
off Fourth of July celebration stunt from 
North Brookfield. It should be obvious to 
all that the canceled event was really a 
middle finger to our governor, a middle 
finger to the law itself, an anti-lockdown 
protest, and an anti-BLM rally all rolled 
into one. One need not look any deeper 
than Selectman Dale Kiley’s own quoted 
public comments in the media. I also 
saw that there was an actual protest on 
July 4th. From the news, I learned that 
Kiley is a retired State Police Lieutenant, 
but in the video, he didn’t exactly look 
retirement age... I am a big proponent of 
defund, abolish, and replace the police, 
and as another letter writer has pointed 
out, the hypocrisies are huge with cops, 
especially when it comes to respecting 
and enforcing the law.

To protect and serve… Hosting a 
large gathering in direct violation of the 
Governor’s orders using town resources 
but calling it “political expression” in the 
middle of a pandemic…Justified in part 
by calling the pandemic which is dis-
proportionately killing black and brown 
Americans (but will eventually reach 
all Americans) “hysteria”…and justified 
in part as a response to a Black Lives 

Grandaddy of all monuments
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Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
During the last couple of weeks, the 

New Leader has featured two solid 
Kevin Flanders articles about our school 
districts.

The first laid out the serious challeng-
es the Spencer - East Brookfield School 
District likely will have this Fall as a 
result of coronavirus  caused reduced 
funding. Hard working officials indicat-
ed that 22 teaching positions may need 
elimination t in a district that already 
has significant underfunding gaps. It 
also and serves large numbers of less 
well-off students.

The second, last week, titled, 
“Community Rallies in Support of Local 
Schools” covered a Leicester march and 
rally supporting more funding for public 
schools.

According to the article: “Fearing 
a decline in state awarded Chapter 70 
funds this year due to coronavirus, the 
school community rallied in support of 
teachers and programs…The Chapter 
70 program is the major source of state 
aid for public elementary and secondary 
schools. Several (local) school districts 
(including Leiceste)r have already made 
cuts (and may have to make more) in 
staff and programs to prepare for state 
budget reductions.” 

The article quoted a Leicester teach-
er: “The message was that teachers 
are essential, not expendable. Our slo-
gan was ‘SOS’ Support Our Students. 
Whether students need support from 
educators…(or) programs such as art 
and athletics, we want to assure (they) 
have access to what they need to be well 
rounded and successful.” 

In addition to educators and stu-
dents US Congress McGovern and State 
Representative LeBoeuf, both strong 
supporters of public education,  attend-
ed the event. 

Sadly, our school districts face an 
uphill battle to secure sufficient fund-
ing. At state level, the past funding for-
mula did not meet the needs of less well 
off school districts. Now,  significant 
additional educational funding (unlike 
other budget areas), seems to depend 
on increased state tax revenue. Such 
increases seem unlikely during the 
Covid economic depression. 

At national level, the possibility of 
significant funding for public education 
seems even worse.  For example, in his 
Fourth of July speech, President Trump 
said: “Against every law of society and 
nature, our children are taught in school 
to hate their own country and to believe 

Articles supporting our schools, 
and a letter trashing them

To the Editor:
If I were to go to Confession in this 

current climate of revolutionary 
upheaval, I think the discussion might 
go something like this: 

“Forgive me, Father, for I have 
sinned.” 

O.K., tell me about it. 
“It’s women; I’ve been having very 

dark thoughts about them lately.” 
Well, have you thought about cold 

showers to see if that helps? 
“What?! No, no, no.... not those kinds 

of thoughts, Padre; if this was 60 years 
ago when I was 18, maybe we could’ve 
talked, but, no, those days are long 
gone.” 

Well, then, what is it?
And, I would then explain: It’s 

not all, or even most, women that I 

have come to despise,  but, rather,  a 
certain cohort of the “fairer sex” that 
thinks of themselves as social justice 
warriors, as front-line shock troops 
in the vanguard of the burgeoning 
Second American Revolution, and 
just as tough, brave, and heroic as any 
American man who ever fought his way 
to the top of Mt. Suribachi, or waded 
ashore at Omaha Beach, or fought door-
to-door at Fallujah.

These are the “special girls”; the 
white, millennial, badly educated 
daughters of upper middle class privi-
lege, the “twenty”- and “thirty”-some-
things who, having had their brains 
washed clean by a decade or two of 
exposure to America-hating, Marxist 

Women on my mind
To the Editor:
For Spencer, the original BLM start-

ed in 1861. Many residents left their 
farms and lives to fight for racial 
change. They sacrificed their lives and 
health for this cause. Their fight is 
ingrained in the heritage and history 
of their descendants. There are people 
now who are trying to minimize their 
courage and efforts that brought about 
real change. I grew up with my proud 
heritage and history of my great grand-
father, Levi F. Shepard of Sterling. 
He was mustered into the 34th Mass 
on Dec. 7, 1863. He fought and was 
wounded at the battle of New Market 
in Virginia fighting Confederates. He 
took a musket ball to the chest. Has was 
taken prisoner and spent 6 months at 
the notorious Andersonville prison. He 

survived with the help of a local soldier. 
Being close to death he was released in 
a prisoner exchange. He recovered in 
a Washington Hospital and continued 
fighting in the 24Th infantry until he 
was mustered out at the end of the war. 
He returned home to Sterling and had 
to fight off bouts of Malaria he contract-
ed during the war.

I take umbrage to Mr. Har-Yarok’s 
assertion when he says I don’t under-
stand the meaning of white privilege. 
I know that Levi, who was white too, 
understood the issue well. He put his 
life and ultimately my existence on 
the line to improve it. We grew up 
honoring his memory and his sacri-
fice. Maybe Har would like to further 

The original BLM in Spencer

To the Editor:
My letter last week was drafted rather 

hastily, and there are a few clarifica-
tions and additional details. First, the 
planned July 4th did not occur. I want to 
extend my sincerest thanks to the North 
Brookfield Board of Health for sounding 
the alarm and notifying the news media 
in Worcester and Boston. The BoH are 
the true patriots by escalating the issues 
- ensuring that our society stays on the 
rails of law and order. 

First, I want to respond to some of the 
bonkers quotes that were reported in the 
media. Chairman Daley said “The virus 
is not a death sentence” as though that 
were true, and as though that made his 
plans in any way OK. The virus is a death 
sentence to approximately 1 percent. 
That translates to 48 North Brookfield 
residents, 8,306 Worcester County resi-
dents, or 69,000 Massachusetts residents. 
Of those that survive, as many as 20 
percent need hospital services, and we 
are seeing California, Arizona, Florida, 
and Texas rapidly run out of hospital 
capacity. The fatality rate could climb 
substantially if there isn’t a hospital bed 
for everyone that needs one. There are 
a significant number of people who are 
very ill for weeks and months, not get-
ting better but not getting worse. This is 
a very serious virus! 

I understand that the North Brookfield 
BoS collectively do not think it is a prob-

lem, and a majority of the townspeople 
may agree. They are wrong. Gov. Baker 
has overruled them anyway so their 
opinion is irrelevant. The BoS has unan-
imously called the current health crisis 
“COVID hysteria.” They are wrong and 
they have been overruled. 

The BoS has called the BoH “hypocrit-
ical,” “political,” and claims they acted 
unconstitutionally. The BoS has called 
the BoH “political operatives” who 
intended to sabotage the event. They 
were half-right, the BoH did sabotage 
the event although I would argue that is 
what they were elected to do. The BoS 
claims the event was permissible under 
state orders (it wasn’t). Gov. Baker spe-
cifically called out North Brookfield at 
a press conference last week. The BoS’s 
opinions on the matter were and are 
irrelevant and the BoH were the canar-
ies in the coal mine and the true patriots.  

Chairman Kiley called the planned 
July 4th  event “political expression.” 
He is wrong. A government (town) spon-
sored event is not a political rally or 
a political protest, it is a parade and a 
party. The government itself does not 
engage in political expression, citizens 
do. Political expression may not utilize 
town resources in any way. Chairman 
Kiley is either unaware his planned 
event is not political expression or he 

Towns are governments, not people

Community 
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To the Editor:
I wish to thank the voters of Spencer for 

re-electing me to the Board of Selectmen.  
I also wish to thank the folks that were 
kind enough to let me display one of my 
signs on their property. I will continue 
to work hard at moving Spencer forward 
and improving the quality of life for all 
the citizens of Spencer.

Ralph E. Hicks, Ed.D.
Spencer

I will continue to 
work for the 
citizens of Spencer
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Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
The Spencer Rescue Squad (SRS) has 

been our community’s most valued 
resource for prehospital care since 1959. 
With the current health crisis gripping 
our nation and having an impact on 
everyone’s lives and health, the work 
of our emergency personnel is more 
important than ever.  

Last week, residents received the 
SRS membership brochure in the mail, 
and I kindly ask you to review it to 
understand everything the SRS does for 
your community. 

Let’s face it, the cost of being trans-
ported to a hospital by trained profes-
sional paramedics and EMTs is costly. 
Avoid the stress of being faced with a 
large bill by simply becoming a SRS 
member. For only $50 for an individual 
or $70 for an entire family, you can rest 
assured that you and your loved ones 
will receive prompt medical attention 
and never see a bill for that service. 
Retired folks only pay $45, whether sin-
gle or a couple.

Ambulance transportation is 
extremely important today, and none 
of us know when we’ll need the services 
of the SRS. However, when we do need 
to call for an ambulance, the last thing 

we want to worry about is how to pay 
for the service. With unemployment 
affecting so many, loss or reduction of 
medical insurance may cause you to 
hesitate to call for an ambulance in an 
emergency. Is that a risk worth taking 
when SRS membership is an affordable 
cost?

If you’ve passed on becoming a 
member in the past, don’t miss out the 
opportunity this year when your mem-
bership is more important than ever. If 
you’re currently a member, thank you! 
Your membership is greatly appreciat-
ed and please remember to renew your 
annual membership. 

I urge you to take a few minutes to 
read the brochure. If you didn’t receive 
or misplaced it, or if you have ques-
tions, don’t hesitate to contact us at 
508-885-4476. 

For 61 years, we have served the 
Spencer community. Your membership 
helps to ensure that we will continue 
serving you with the best ambulance 
care every day. Thank you  or your 
support. 

Gerald Robertson, Treasurer                                                                                                                                 
Board of Directors                                                                                                                                        

 Spencer Rescue Squad

Please consider supporting the Spencer 
Rescue Squad

To the Editor:
Regarding COVID-19, day after day 

we are setting record after record 
with the most number of new cases. 
President Trump has had a controver-
sial set of decisions ranging from his 
Mt. Rushmore event to his “Salute to 
America” event on the National Mall. 
Trump’s leadership on this pandemic 
has been a failure since day one. He has 
denied it. He has had crackpot theories 
about it. He has offered no leadership 
at all.   

The situation with the federal 
response has been laughable. People 
look to the President for leadership, 
and what we’ve seen over the last few 
months is a parallel universe where the 
president happy-talks the nation about 
the virus going away and disappearing 
in the heat. He suggested injecting peo-
ple with detergent and disinfectant. We 
have Dr. Birx and Dr. Fauci desperately 
trying to get facts and information out 
to the American people yet unable to 
break through because the President 
of the United States refuses to model 
the behavior that would ultimately filter 
down to everyone and send a clear signal 
that the pandemic is serious, and he’s 
serious about slowing it down. If from 
the very beginning he put on a mask, 
didn’t call it a hoax, and didn’t make up 
all sorts of racist names for it we might 
be in a better place. If the president had 
shown symbolic leadership for his loyal 
base perhaps we wouldn’t be back to 
exponential growth. 

All the blame, however, does not rest 
with the president, much of it rests with 
Americans themselves. It wasn’t Donald 
Trump who went to crowded bars in 
Arizona, Texas, Florida, and California. 
It wasn’t Trump that dragged people to 
beaches, house parties, and pool parties. 
That is the country giving up. That is 
our collective failure. That is a sign that 
the country just got tired of doing the 
right thing. This is the result of a social 
breakdown and a humiliation for the 
country. We had one job as a country 
this year and that was to control COVID. 
It is a job that most European nations, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, 
China, and others rose to the occasion on 
and we as a nation failed. The curves are 
now in exponential growth and rising 
as fast as they were in March. While we 
have not had leadership out of Trump, 
the American people didn’t rise to the 
occasion either.

We have had many different and novel 
failures responding to this pandemic. 

The President rejected the WHO tests 
that were working elsewhere in the 
world and our CDC messed up the first 
tests made here. We also had social fail-
ure. With the lack of presidential lead-
ership sprung hope of a coherent and 
effective decentralized response. Our 
culture seems to disrespect expertise. 
What we saw is that it turned us all into 
armchair epidemiologists, we’re trying 
to make decisions individually, we have 
no collective decision making from our 
leaders who seem to be stepping aside 
and hoping the blood doesn’t splatter on 
them. All cultures balance moral values 
on a spectrum of individualism (con-
cern only for oneself) and collectivism 
(concern for the community at large). 
Individualism works for many things 
but certain things such as a pandemic or 
an asteroid hurtling towards the earth 
require collectivism to address. The cul-
ture of the United States is particularly 
individualistic to a pathological level 
and it is paralyzing our ability to address 
the pandemic.  

This pandemic didn’t bring us togeth-
er with common purpose, it put dyna-
mite in the cracks that already existed 
and blew the wounds deeper. Over 70 
percent of Americans are angry about 
the position we are in right now and 
over 80% of Americans are dissatisfied 
but we don’t all agree on what we should 
be angry about. On our nation’s birthday 
we are in a humiliating moment.

The clouds are darkening around 
Trump’s reelection. He is behind in the 
polls badly, behind in every swing state 
by a much larger margin compared 
to 2016, and even states like Georgia, 
Texas, and Arizona could be competitive 
for Biden. Biden is running a good cam-
paign right now by mostly being silent, 
projecting stability, and letting Trump’s 
crazy define the election. We see dis-
affected Republicans forming groups 
like “The Lincoln Project” and “Bush 43 
Alumni” creating new devastating ads 
every few days against Trump. These 
are not Democrats, they are Republicans 
trying to take their party back, have 
respect for the constitution, respect rule 
of law, and respect limitations of exec-
utive power which are all items Trump 
has thumbed his nose at. They are stand-
ing up for the office of the presidency, 
the republic, and doing everything they 
can to communicate to the nation that 
we need to go in a new direction.

David Rosenberg
Spencer

America, humiliated

To the Editor:
During this time of uncertainty and 

change, I think it is best to remember 
why we are still grateful.

I am grateful for my family and 
friends for the love, support and hope 
they provide.

I am grateful for waking up to the 

warmth of the sun and the beauty of 
nature.

I am grateful not to be full of the 
anger that consumes John McRae.

Susan Giorgio
Spencer

Remember what you are grateful for

To the Editor:
As much as I feel like an oracle at 

times, it would be nice if I wasn’t right 
so much. The disasters I have been 
predicting are here, and are only get-
ting worse.

When I first heard of the planned 
North Brookfield Independence Day 
celebration in the news, I laughed and 
thought about riding my bicycle past 
it just to see [it]. I figured there would 
be an incredible traffic jam of giant 
trucks and SUV’s beyond what the 
local road network could handle so 
driving wouldn’t be feasible. I was so 
disappointed that it got canceled at the 
last minute and the crazies from New 
York to Boston wouldn’t be descending 
on North Brookfield.  

As for COVID, the horse is out of the 
barn – America expressed its collec-
tive values and said loudly and clearly, 
“We won’t control this, you will get 
it, and you’ll probably survive.”   We 
never took plague management seri-
ously, and our fate is pretty inevita-
ble at this point. My only hope now 
is that it blows up spectacularly due 
to irresponsibility so that hopefully, 
some independents not under Trump’s 
spell see it for what it is. They clearly 
need to be smacked over the head 
with it so if the Brookfields became a 
new hotspot in the middle of the state 
that controlled COVID the best in the 
nation would be awesome. To then 
overlay COVID hotspots with a red/
blue map…

I like to be entertained by my poli-
tics, and I have to say, this just keeps 
getting better and better. After 2008, I 
thought it couldn’t get better, but every 
four years I prove past-me wrong. Who 
would have thought 2016 could be 
topped? The 100 year plague hits and 
Donald Trump is president…Donald 
Trump actually defends Confederate 
monuments…

Despite North Brookfield’s errone-
ous claim that an Independence Day 
parade is “political expression” and 
not a parade it seems North Brookfield 
did have an actual protest on July 4. 
There were a lot of American flags, 
Trump flags, the Gadsden flag, some 
guy wearing a flag/constitution 
shirt, a woman dressed as the statue 
of Liberty, and some guy dressed as 
Uncle Sam. That cast of characters 
was actually having a protest. It was a 
pro-Trump protest, a Trump rally, and 
a rally to American Nationalism. As 
silly as I think it was, that is actually 
political expression.

COVID…My favorite topic late-
ly… Anybody not living under a rock 
knows it is spinning out of control in 
America. At our peak back in April 
we had 34,000 new cases per day. Last 
week we started having 40,000 days. On 
Tuesday, Dr. Fauci warned Congress 
that if we don’t turn things around we 
will be looking at 100,000 new cases per 
day. Last week we got as high as 57,497 
new cases per day.

The EU and the UK have opened their 
borders to scores of countries, travel is 
still prohibited from the United States. 
Canadians are allowed to travel to 
Europe now but Americans can’t go 
to Europe or Canada. In 2015 Donald 
Trump was worried about infectious 
disease flowing over our southern bor-
der. As it turns out Canada is the nation 
that needs to worry about infectious 
disease flowing over their southern 
border. Even Mexico is becoming con-

cerned about Americans visiting and 
is looking to fortify their own border 
because COVID rates in So. California, 
Arizona, and Texas are significantly 
worse than in Northern Mexico. In a 
sense Trump was right about disease 
being an issue on our southern border 
– however the issue is disease flowing 
from the US to Mexico…

As it stands today we have 2.9 million 
confirmed cases of COVID in the US 
and 129,718 confirmed deaths. It is still 
climbing. I predict we will see at least 
1 million deaths before this is over and 
it won’t be over until 2022. Hospitals 
in Houston are literally above 100 per-
cent ICU capacity, with other hotspots 
nearing 100 percent fast. The gover-
nor of Texas has even prohibited local 
governments from imposing their 
own lockdowns. Miami-Dade, FL has 
imposed an enforceable curfew to 
stop people from socializing. Arizona 
is careening towards hospital over-
run. The “American Carnage” Trump 
described when he took office is here!

Monuments in the United States 
are becoming a big issue. Monuments 
memorialize what we are proud of, 
not our entire history. Do we have a 
monument to the trail of tears where 
Trump’s favorite president, Andrew 
Jackson, made Native Americans walk 
from Georgia to Oklahoma with 20 
percent of them dying along the way? 
Do we have monuments showing fron-
tiersmen holding scalps of Seminole 
Indians to turn in for their bounties? 
Does Germany have giant statues of 
Hitler so that Germans can learn about 
Nazi history? Does Ukraine have giant 
statues of Stalin to remind everybody 
about the famine? Of course not!

We read about history in books or 
perhaps in documentaries. We build 
statues to memorialize what we are 
proud of. Are we proud of traitors 
who fought and lost a war against 
the United States in a failed effort to 
preserve chattel slavery? Statues say 
more about those who erected them 
and maintain them than about the 
actual people they memorialize. They 
are a statement of values. Perhaps 
we should replace every Confederate 
monument in the country with a mon-
ument to an abolitionist, Union sol-
diers, Civil rights heroes, etc. I really 
think we should let black people decide 
what goes in the place of the thousands 
of Confederate Monuments which all 
need to go. 

I watched the fireworks at Mount 
Rushmore on TV because I was home 
anyway and really wanted to see the 
freak show. It seems that Trump is 
no longer as concerned with foreign 
threats as he once was. He now consid-
ers Democrats, those left of center, and 
even independents who are uncomfort-
able with him as enemies of the state. 
For Trump, the threat is no longer 
immigrants, it’s other Americans.  

He acted like the monuments nobody 
else could defend with a straight face 
are more important than the plague 
spreading through America that has 
now reached his son’s girlfriend. That 
speech and those non-socially dis-
tanced and unmasked fans were just 
beyond description. It was a perfect 
populist spectacle in an alternate uni-
verse.

 
Omar Har-Yarok
East Brookfield

How is this happening? 

eye catching
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Glenn LeBlanc
Plastering

Specializing in 
small 

plastering jobs; 
ceilings, 

additions, 
patchwork and 
board hanging

Over 30 Years
Experience.

3rd generation.
CALL

508-612-9573

Plastering

Peter Giles  
28 Years Experience

Custom Homes • Additions • Garages 
Remodeling • Decks

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Wood & Tile 
Flooring • Roofing • Siding • Windows

MA: 508-450-3913 
Email: Gilescontractingllc@yahoo.com 

Licensed & Insured in MA & CT
www.allconstructionneeds.com

Builder

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty BlacktopNew Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

SpringSpring
This section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550508-784-1550

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

for more information or for a free estimate
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

GUTTERS  GUTTERS  GUTTERS

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 
commercial • residential

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 
508.353.2279508.353.2279   gotogutterguy.com

Need new gutters… 
Look no further!

I’ll beat any of my competi-
tors prices by giving you back 
10% of your hard earned 
money off their lowest price 
guaranteed!

I’ll beat any of my competitors’ 
prices by giving you back  
10% of your hard earned  

money off their lowest price  
guaranteed!

\

50% Off  
GUTTER GUARDS

with gutter installation  
AND mention of this ad.  

Limit one per house,  
one per customer.  
Limited time offer

WASTE REMOVAL

TRUCKING INC.

• Residential • Commercial  
• Hauling • Recycling  

• Demolition • Transfer Station

Northbridge, MA 
508-234-2920

tomberkowitztruckinginc.com

TOM BERKOWITZ~Est. 1980~

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY
 HARDSCAPE 

RETAINING WALLS
CHIMNEY REPAIR

PATIOS 
FOUNDATION CRACKS
PRESSURE WASHING

WATER PROOFING
CORD WOOD

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
DELIVERY OF  
AGGREGATE

MasonryCustom Timber Sheds

DOUGLAS 
TIMBER 
SHEDS

Storage Sheds • Barns
Custom Built  

or Kits Available

JBEANE CONSTRUCTION 
Douglas, MA

James Beane
DouglasTimberSheds.com 

JBeaneConstruction@charter.net

508-864-4094

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

MAIN STREET  
SERVICES

Senior Citizen (65+) 
DISCOUNT

If we don’t do it,  
you don’t need it done.

Tradesman for over 40 yrs.

Call Rich for your 
next  project

508.963.1191

HANDYMAN

Handyman
Drain Clearing • Plumbing

Carpentry
Pressure Washing
Small Jobs to Total 

Renovations

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

per gallon
(125 gal min)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
per gallon on your next

fill up (min 75 gal)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 7/31/20. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& & PROPANEPROPANE

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
Fully Insured

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Concrete

—  SERVING CENTRAL NEW ENGLAND  —
WHY CONCRETE QUICK?

CONCRETE 
QUICK, LLC
No Minimum Purchase 

Buy Only What You Need

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility – according to your schedule
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job… no “Hot-Loads”
• Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
• No Job too small • No Minimum Quantity to purchase
• Cost Effective • No Waste • Environmentally Friendly

NO LOAD TOO SMALL!

WEEKEND Pours Available!
(508) 868-3946 ask for Clyde

ConcreteQuickLLC.com

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

50 COLORS • $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Power Washing 
Carpentry

SPRING SPECIAL 
BOOK NOW & SAVE
• FREE ESTIMATES • 

• FULLY Insured • 
• Reasonable Rates •

Rich O’Brien 
Painting

28 Years Of Experience

(508)248-7314

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERSElectrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing
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L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

Now 
Selling 
Quality 

Used Cars

Oil 
Change

$19.99
JULY SPECIALS

A/C RECHARGE*
*Does not include vehicles 
with 1234YF refrigerant

$54.99

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

We will remain open 
during the pandemic.

10% Senior 
Discount 65+

AUTO REPAIR

SMALL CAR 
CLINIC

322 Main Street (next to DPHS)
Spencer, MA 01562

Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5
By Appointment 508-885-3544

Full Service Auto Repair 
 Foreign & Domestic

Over 40 Years 
in Spencer

H: 508-867-6119 C: 413-324-6977

TREE SERVICE

• Hazardous 
 Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Furnace & Firewood
• Storm work
• Firewood $180/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Over 50 years in business
Roger Lusignan ~ Owner

508.867.6016 ~ 508.867.7885
West Main St., Route 9

E. Brookfield, MA 01515

Got Dents?
We’ll get your car  

looking like new again!
All collision repairs

LUSIGNAN’S 
Auto Body

NO JOB TOO BIG 

OR TOO SMALL

AUTO BODY

We Sell 

Used Cars 
Too!

www.countryautotirecenter.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

AUTO & TIRE

Have your car checked for 
Summer Travels

Oil changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires  
Check Engine Light

Full 
Towing 
Service 

Interstate Batteries in stock
Battery &

 Antifreeze Testing
Free w/oil change

Featuring:
All Major  Brand Name 

Tires

Congrats to the Class of 2020!

APPLIANCES

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
6 & 12 Months 

Financing Available

Speed Queen  
authorized dealer & servicer

Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated.  
Servicing household appliances since 1978.

Need Extra Storage Space? 
Brand New Facility in Brookfield Now Open!

Active Duty, Veterans, 
First Responder Discounts

4 Unit Sizes Available
(See Size Calculator on our Website)

Easy access on Route 9, Private Drive, Owner on site
Satisfaction Guaranteed • Affordable Prices
52 South Maple St. (Rt. 9), Brookfield, MA 01506

VictorySelfStorage.net • victoryselfstorage@gmail.com

508-868-7585

SELF STORAGE

2nd Building Complete. 
All unit sizes available!

ELECTRICIAN
Sweeney’s 

Electrical Service

Robert Sweeney - Electrician
robertsweeney67@yahoo.com 

508-882-8060 home 
 774-764-8411 cell

Honest and Reliable 

Professional

Residential  
Service Specialist

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

30+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

SAND & GRAVEL
Washed & Double Washed 

Crushed Stone
Washed Sand

Natural Round Landscaping Stone
(all sizes)

Screened Loam • Crushed Gravel
Stone Dust

SAND & GRAVEL

plant location
53 Brooks Pond Rd. 

North Brookfield, MA
 508-867-0400

Matter protest… Further justified by the 
results of the 2016 election… Interesting 
take, I do have to say…

The Police have incredible political 
power in Massachusetts which in my 
mind is beyond belief. The State Police, 
aside from the operational issues I have 
with them, is quite a racket in this state. 
I don’t know if anybody remembers but 
back when Deval Patrick was Governor 
he tried to allow “flaggers” (construction 
company employees) to direct traffic at 
roadside construction sites instead of 
cops making time-and-a-half. I know this 
sounds radical, but it is how it is done 
in 49 other states. At the time I thought, 
“slam dunk.” But nope… It blew up and 
turned into a political football. Although 
something ultimately passed, the police 
political arm managed to water that plan 
down so much that I can’t remember 
the last time I saw a “flagger” but every 
road construction project in my memory 
used cops, making time-and-a-half. All 

of our road construction projects are 
more expensive, and our taxes higher, 
because we have to pay probably 4x what 
we should for somebody to direct traffic 
around a backhoe.

For state employees, there is a wealth 
of public records available online. I don’t 
really want to get into names and num-
bers but I really encourage the public to 
do so in one tab and open salary.com in 
another tab. Let’s just say some people 
can retire in their 40’s with a state pen-
sion that leaves them with an upper-mid-
dle class income. Let’s also say there are 
a lot of cops with the same last name, 
and some of them earn more money than 
Dentists and Primary Care Physicians 
(who often graduate with upwards of 
$400,000 in student loans). Ever notice 
how big some of the houses are that have 
State Police cruisers parked out front?

Now my reasons for wanting to defund 
and abolish the police as we know them 
isn’t actually about money – it is about 
their treatment of the citizens. Please see 
page 12 of the June 19 edition for detailed 
reasons. But if it is the money that moti-
vates you, take a look at what our police 

in their current form cost. 
Finally, I want to mention that Elijah 

McClain, a 23-year old black man, was 
killed by the Aurora, CO police in 2019. 
He was stopped for “acting sketchy” 
because he was listening to music and 
dancing while walking down the side-
walk. The guy who called the po-po did 
not believe anybody was in danger or 
Elijah was armed. Elijah had never been 
arrested or convicted of a crime and 
was not committing a crime that night. 
Elijah was slammed against a wall and 
eventually Elijah was forcibly held to 
the ground by the cops in a choke hold, 
said he couldn’t breathe, vomited several 
times, tried to get up and was held down 
for 15 minutes before paramedics arrived 
and administered 500mg of Ketamine 
to sedate him. Elijah then had a heart 
attack and the lack of oxygen to his brain 
caused him to suffer brain-death and his 
family eventually removed him from life 
support and he passed away.

The coroner could not determine if his 
cause of death was the choke hold from 
the cops or the ketamine injection that 
the paramedics gave him (at the behest 

of the cops) so no charges were filed. 
Nobody was held accountable for Elijah 
McClain’s death, and the only crime he 
was accused of in his entire life was 
“resisting arrest.”

Low and behold, though, three police 
officers have been fired over an incident 
involving Elijah McClain. They were 
fired for mocking Elijah McClain by pos-
ing for a photo reenacting the choking 
of Elijah next to his memorial with all 
of them grinning and sharing the photo 
with fellow officers. They weren’t fired 
for killing Mr. McClain. They were fired 
for making fun of him.

Our state budget is a mess. 
Unemployment has cratered income tax 
receipts. Lockdowns have cratered sales 
and meals tax receipts. The pandemic 
response itself has cost a fortune. Our 
police are costing a fortune and terror-
izing our citizens.  It is long past time to 
reconsider our sacred cows and exam-
ine those budgets. When will enough be 
enough?

 
Terrance Washington

Spencer

WASHINGTON
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that men and women who built 
it were not heroes but that were 
villains.” 

These are not the views of any 
of the half dozen or so close fam-
ily members family, including 
wife and sisters (all graduates 
of Worcester State) who became 
teachers.  The same can be said  
the dozens of others I know and 
who then and now are neighbors 
and friends. 

Likewise, his Education 
Secretary, Betty DeVos, shows 
disdain for public schools calling 
them a “dead end.”  She choos-
es to ignore the fact that unlike 
almost any other developed coun-
try, we provide more educational 
support to the rich than we do for 
the less well off. Students.  

DeVos will likely now likely 
succeed in transferring hundreds 
of millions of dollars of Covid 
approved education funding from 
public schools in low income 
areas  to better off private schools  

 Add to those who abuse pub-
lic education last week’s News 
Leader letter interestingly titled  
“Now is the time for every good 
man to come to his country’s aid.”

To quote the  distorted and 
deceitful letter: “Maybe three 
generations of indoctrination at 
our so-called institutions of high-
er learning, not to mention K-12 
by a legion of guilt ridden hate-
filled hypocrites who taught their 
charges that America and espe-
cially white  Christian America 
is responsible for all the wrongs 
of the world has taken its toll,” 
etc., etc.   

I am of the first generation as 
are my wife, sisters and cousins 
and none of us were taught in the 
way the letter describes. Neither 
did my family’s teachers or  mine 
or those of children or the current 
teachers of my and my sister’s 
grandchildren.   

The letter sickens in many 
other ways.  

 Apparently, women — that is, 
half of our country’s population 
— should not get involved (how-
ever, do not consider the title sex-

ist). 
Likewise, recent immigrants, 

female or male, should not con-
sidered themselves included in  
“his country.” 

Other Americans  not “invit-
ed”   include “ingrates, Occupy 
Wall Street activists Democratic 
Socialists ( in other letters this 
includes almost all Democrats), 
Black Lives Matter (however do 
not consider this racist), those 
who speak English as a second 
language, those who see the value 
of cultures other than  “White 
America’s,”,  and “Obama”  (not 
“President” however do not con-
sider this  or previous abuse of 
Michelle racist) .

Overall, this letter reminds of 
immigrant, then Ambassador  
Patrick Gaspard quote here para-
phrased: 

A letter wandering aimlessly 
down the pages talking to itself, 
and responding to itself while the 
most of us try to avoid its hate 
filled words.  

Kevin Kane
Spencer

KANE
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was purposely trying to use 
town resources and position 
as a municipal employee to 
support his personal political 
expression which is forbid-
den. Chairman Kiley men-
tioned that the majority of the 
town voted for Donald Trump 
as though that was remotely 
relevant to the use of town 
resources.

Mr. Kiley seems to be 
unhappy that the BoH did 
not intervene to stop the 
BLM protests some weeks 
ago. It should be noted that 
“anti-lockdown” protests 
were not interfered with and 
only denounced. In the United 
States, our First Amendment 
enshrines political expres-
sion. In the United States we 
do not stop individuals from 
protesting, that is something 
authoritarian regimes do.

Dale Kiley, Jason Petraitis, 
and John Tripp are all citi-

zens and as individuals they 
are free to stage a protest on 
any topic they choose, so long 
as it is not sponsored by the 
town, uses no town resources, 
and does not benefit in any 
way from their positions as 
municipal officials including 
planning it at a BoS meeting or 
even in the town hall. As indi-
viduals and private citizens, 
they can have a “Blue Lives 
Matter” rally, they can hold 
a protest to criminalize video 
recording police officers, they 
can hold a protest to repeal 
the 13th-15th  Amendments, 
or they could even raise 
funds to install a Confederate 
Monument on private land in 
North Brookfield.

Mr. Kiley, Petraitis, and 
Tripp have rights of polit-
ical expression as individ-
uals. The Town of North 
Brookfield, however, has no 
such rights.

As it turns out, there was 
an actual protest in North 

KASPI
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happy that the Select 
Board has reconsidered 
their decision to hold a 
Fourth of July event,” 
read a statement released 
by the Board of Health. 
“It is the correct decision 
and the best possible way 
to ensure the people of 
North Brookfield stay 
safe and healthy, while 
maintaining the state’s 
progress of eliminating 
COVID-19.”

Board of Health mem-
bers said they are look-
ing forward to seeing the 

celebration occur at a 
time when conditions are 
safer. Several surround-
ing communities also 
called off Independence 
Day events due to COVID-
19 concerns.

“We want to stress, 
once again, that the BOH 
works solely in the inter-
est of health and safety 
for the people of North 
Brookfield, and no deci-
sions have been made for 
any political reason, nor 
have we  employed any 
‘operatives,’” the Board 
of Health statement read. 
“These claims by the 
Board of Selectmen are 
untrue, and make appar-

ent that Board’s con-
tempt for the work we do, 
as well as the guidelines 
and regulations set by 
the Commonwealth.”

Selectmen also 
slammed the Board of 
Health for condemning 
the Fourth of July event, 
but not opposing last 
month’s protest against 
racism and police brutal-
ity. Board of Health mem-
bers also did not raise 
concerns over unmasked 
guests visiting the small 
gravel beach on Brooks 
Pond, selectmen said.

“The Board of 
Selectmen are cognizant 
of the incendiary times 

in which we are living, 
and unlike the members 
of the Board of Health 
who seem arbitrarily 
concerned with public 
health only when it fits 
their political ideology, 
we will not expose our 
residents to the public 
health and public safety 
risks artificially created 
by the BOH’s unconsti-
tutional silencing of the 
free expression of their 
neighbors,” the Select 
Board statement read.

Board of Health mem-
bers contend that they 
have been prevented 
from effective operations 
by Select Board deci-

sions.
“As to the issue of 

Brooks Pond, the BOH 
has been in communi-
cation with the Pond 
Association and con-
tinues to work toward 
a solution to any over-
crowding,” read the 
Board of Health letter. 
“Enforcement of our 
solutions was rendered 
impossible by the Select 
Board’s vote on May 19 
to prevent the NB police 
from enforcing our 
orders. In addition, we 
have successfully worked 
with the East Brookfield 
Board of Selectmen, 
Playground Committee, 

and Board of Health to 
open the Town Beach at 
Lake Lashaway for our 
residents to use.”

No date has been 
announced for the 
rescheduled Fourth of 
July event, which also 
would have included a 
scaled-back Memorial 
Day program.

“We apologize to the 
many people who donat-
ed their time, effort, and 
funds to this event, and 
to everyone who was 
looking forward to enjoy-
ing the day,” selectmen 
wrote.
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said. 
“Face shields may be an option for 

those students with medical, behavior-
al, or other challenges who are unable 
to wear masks/face coverings,” read a 
statement released by the DESE.

All  adults in school buildings – 
including educators, administrators, 
and general staff members – will also 
be required to wear masks/face cover-
ings. Exceptions will be made for those 
with precluding medical conditions, 
disabilities, and other health or safety 
factors.

Also per state guidance, designat-
ed times when students can remove 
masks should occur  throughout the 
day. “Mask breaks” should occur when 
students can be six feet apart, ideally 
outside or near windows.

Additionally, staff members will 
be required to ensure that students 
are kept at least three feet apart in 
classrooms (six feet whenever possi-
ble). Classroom configurations of desks, 
tables, and other furniture must be 
adjusted to ensure proper distanc-
ing. Also, large common spaces in the 
school (cafeteria, library, and auditori-
um) must be rearranged to increase the 
amount of space between students. 

Elementary  schools should aim 
to keep students in the same group 
throughout the day, possibly with 
teachers rotating throughout the build-
ing instead of students. Middle and 
high schools are also encouraged to 
minimize large student interactions in 
classrooms and hallways. 

Moreover, each school must have 
a designated space for students who 
develop COVID-19 symptoms during 

the course of the day. This space must 
be separate from the nurse’s office. If 
a child is not feeling well, parents are 
encouraged to not risk sending their 
child to school.

State officials understand that the 
new guidance will seem like an over-
whelming change for many students 
and staff. They ask that all school offi-
cials be patient and understanding with 
students adjusting to a new normal.

“We want to start the school year 
with as many of our students as pos-
sible returning to in-person settings,” 
said Jeffrey Riley, the state’s

Commissioner of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. “If the current 
positive public health metrics hold, we 
believe that when we follow critical 
health requirements, we can safely 
return to in-person school this fall with 
plans in place to protect all members of 
our educational community.”

Screening will be a vital compo-
nent of a successful reopening plan. 
All members of the school community 
will be responsible for identifying and 
assisting students who are displaying 
symptoms. Parents, educators, nurses, 
counselors, and even bus drivers are 
advised to carefully monitor students 
and report any patterns of concerning 
symptoms. If a student is coughing or 
develops a fever or other symptoms, 
actions should be taken immediately to 
separate the student and arrange for a 
parental pickup, officials said.

Temperature checks are not current-
ly recommended for schools due to the 
potential for false positive and false 
negative results. 

“Part of our responsibility as educa-
tors, administrators, and parents is to 
do all we can to help our children in this 
difficult time,” Riley said. “It will take 
all of us working together to make this 

successful.”
State officials also recognize the 

potential that online learning will be 
needed again at some point during the 
upcoming year. If conditions worsen 
this fall and early winter, schools may 
need to utilize a rotating schedule that 
combines in-person and remote learn-
ing, with students alternating weekly 
between the two. Moreover, students 
who are sick for an extended period 
may be asked to participate in online 
learning to prevent the spread of the 
virus. 

Officials also understand that flu sea-
son will present an added challenge in 
identifying symptoms, assessing sever-
ity, and determining how long a student 
should be away from school. 

Despite the many challenges that 
lie ahead, state leaders are committed 
to making every effort to get students 
back into the classroom.

“As we all know, there is no substi-
tute for the attention and engagement 
that is only possible with in-person 
learning,” Riley said. “We can mitigate 
the risks associated with COVID-19 for 
in-person school programs and prevent 
the significant consequences of keeping 
students out of school and isolated.”

Even though students will be return-
ing to the classroom this fall, athlet-
ic fields might still be empty. State 
leaders will release further guidance 
this month on whether sports, clubs, 
and other extracurricular activities can 
return.

Meanwhile, local school officials are 
working hard this summer to outline 
a number of contingencies. The DESE 
is requiring each district and school to 
craft a comprehensive plan for remote 
learning that would be launched if 
another outbreak closes school.

Schools will also need to produce a 

separate plan to ensure that special 
education students can learn safely 
this fall. Depending on the individual 
health vulnerabilities of certain chil-
dren, some parents may feel more com-
fortable educating their kids at home. 
All school districts will need to have a 
remote learning program in place for 
students who are unable to return to 
in-person schooling.

Additional state guidance will be 
released this month regarding contin-
ued remote learning for those who need 
it.

“Remote learning may be a necessary 
option in the fall for some students 
who are unable to return to school 
due to underlying medical conditions,” 
Riley said. “Additionally, educators 
and other staff who are at higher risk 
of severe illness from COVID-19 will 
want to consult with their healthcare 
providers about whether a return to 
in-person school settings would be med-
ically inadvisable.”

State education leaders continue to 
monitor the latest COVID-19 metrics. 
Due to the speed at which conditions 
can change, state officials are urging all 
school districts to be ready for several 
potential learning scenarios through-
out the year. 

“The fall reopening guidance comes 
from a place of deep care and concern, 
with a focus on translating the public 
health data and evidence into prac-
tical application for school settings,” 
the DESE statement read. “We also 
acknowledge that it will likely elicit 
many new questions.  We intend to 
address the most common questions in 
a running series of FAQs, along with 
additional specific topical guidance 
throughout the summer.”

Hi! My name is Talia 
and I thrive in school.

Talia is a playful Caucasian 
girl with a great sense of humor. 
Those who know her say she is 
silly, kind-hearted and playful. 
She enjoys helping others and is 
always willing to try new things. 
Talia likes to write, draw, play 
cards, play with puzzles and lis-
ten to music. She also really loves 
animals and hopes to be a veteri-
nary technician. 

Legally freed for adoption, Talia 
will do well in a family of any con-
stellation that can provide her with 
routine and structure. She would 
be best as the youngest or only 
child in the home. It is very im-
portant to Talia that she is able to 
maintain her relationship with her 

biological sister

.Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adop-
tive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; 
renters or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be 
a good match for.    

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachu-
setts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-6273 or visit www.
mareinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a 
permanent place to call home. 
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Brookfield on July 4, and all should note 
that the BoH did not intervene. 

What galls me is that the people who 
want a Fascist police state hide behind 
patriotism in an apparent love for our 
constitution and wrap themselves in the 
American flag when in reality they are 
not patriots but nationalists.   

The constitution is a document out-
lining the rules our government must 
operate under. The constitution is what 
keeps their religion out of our govern-
ment, what protects protestors, guaran-
tees equal protection under the law, and 
even what prevents town funds from 
going towards a political rally. 

Constitutions are often changed. The 
United States is on our second one (the 
first was the Articles of Confederation, 
which failed after eight years). The 

Declaration of Independence was signed 
on July 4, 1776 but we didn’t have the 
Articles of Confederation (1st  constitu-
tion) until 1781 and we scrapped that 
as not working and replaced it in 1789 
with the constitution you now know. For 
those that don’t like our constitution, 
stop trying to reinterpret it. Advocate 
changing or even scrapping it! Countries 
get new constitutions all the time – South 
Africa is on their fifth one in effect since 
1997, Russia just voted on a new one that 
went into effect July 1!

Whether or not the people of North 
Brookfield should re-elect people who 
misunderstand basic civics, their roles 
as municipal officials, and have such dis-
regard for public health is a question left 
up to the people of North Brookfield. For 
a town that elected Donald Trump once, 
I’m not hopeful.

 
Tanya Kaspi

Spencer  

KASPI
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OBITUARIES

BROOKFIELD- Jean  T.  (Caron) 
Gagne, 76, died June 29, 2020 at home 
surrounded by her husband and chil-
dren after a long illness.  

She leaves her  husband, Edward 
A. Gagne;  whom  she spent 31 years 
with; a  brother, Russell Caron and 
his wife Joan; children Michael 
“Scott”  Letendre and his wife Laurie, 
Caron McNeaney and her husband 
James, Rebecca Day and her husband, 
Steve;  Mary “Kelly” Biando and her 
husband Ernest, Edward L. Gagne & 
his partner Tom Mulcahy; Lynn Dyer; 
and Catherine Rodriguez and her hus-
band Ricardo.  She also leaves 15 grand 
children, 11 great grand children, and 
2 great great grand children.   In addi-
tion, she had a very close relationship 
to her sister-in-law Carol Caron Peluso 
and her husband Bill.

Jean was born in Amherst, the daugh-
ter of Marion and Alphonse Caron. She 
worked as a hairdresser and also at 
various long term care facilities in 
Worcester County as an activity assis-
tant.  Jean was a very spiritual person 

who enjoyed reading tarot cards.  She 
would often be found volunteering at 
the West Brookfield Senior Center and 
also for  hospice.   She had a passion 
for baking and during the holidays 
she always made sure that her grand-
kids had her famous gingersnap and 
oatmeal raisin cookies, while during 
the summer it was her famous pota-
to salad.   Jean and Ed spent many 
summers in Maine where she simply 
loved going for a ride along  the coast 
and yard saleing while they drove.  Her 
most favorite times were spending time 
with family.   

A Graveside Service will be held 
at 11:00 AM Saturday, July 11, 2020 
at Sacred Heart Cemetery in West 
Brookfield. Please practice social 
distancing.  In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made in her name to 
the VNA  Hospice Care, 120 Thomas 
Street, Worcester, MA.  Arrangements 
are under the care of Pillsbury Funeral 
Home, 3 West Brookfield Road, 
Brookfield.  

Jean T. (Caron) Gagne, 76

SPENCER-Sheila Lynn (Anderson) 
Sheffer (McHugh), a long time resident 
of Spencer, MA, passed June 24, 2020, 
at the age of 65, surrounded by her 

loving family and 39 
year long companion, 
Thomas McHugh, 
Sr.. Sheila (She She) 
fought a long, valiant 
battle with cancer. 
Sheila was born in 
1954 to the late John 
and Wilma Anderson 
of Berlin, NY. There 

she grew up in a bubbling house-
hold with her siblings Rusty, the late 
Billy, Susan, Nancy, Karen, Patty and 
Michael. There was always work to 
do and mischief to make. Sheila spent 
much of her adult life in Spencer, MA 
raising her children Robert Sheffer 
and the late Christine (Sheffer) Karnes 
with her life partner, Thomas McHugh, 
Sr. Sheila was a waitress and bartender 
in many establishments (Brick Alley/
Trumbulls) in or near Spencer. Her 
warmth and gift of listening allowed 
her to make many friends along the 
way. Sheila enjoyed agood laugh and 
great party times with her friends and 
dear customers!

Sheila is survived by her son, Robert 
Sheffer and his family of Las Vegas, 
Nevada, granddaughters Kara Cadrin 
and Jennifer Karnes and their fami-
lies, and Thomas McHugh Sr. and fam-
ily of Spencer, MA., along with her sib-

lings, and numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins, aunts, uncles, and three loving 
great grandchildren; Chase, Aubree 
and Alaina. Our beloved “SheShe,” 
“Gigi,” “Gram”, “Grammy” will be 
remembered most for her loving smile, 
her kindness and immense strength. 
She may have been small in stature, 
but mighty in character.

Sheila’s and Thomas’s family would 
like to thank Dr. Siedler, Heidi, Fritz, 
Donna and Rose at the Harrington 
Cancer Center and Overlook Hospice 
Services for their kind and loving care.

Services will be graveside at the 
Berlin Community Cemetery on June 
30, 2020 at 11am. In lieu of flowers, 
please make donations to the Wilma 
Anderson Memorial Scholarship Fund 
℅ Berlin Fire Department, PO Box 
269 Berlin, NY 12022 or to the Spencer 
Fish and Game Club 155 Mechanic St., 
Spencer, MA 01562.

A family and friends gathering will 
take place at Spencer Fish and Game 
as soon as it is safe to do so. Please send 
me, Thomas McHugh, Sr,. an email at 
cashcartel49@gmail.com and I will per-
sonally keep those interested notified 
of the gathering at the Spencer Fish 
and Game.

God bless “SheShe” for her love and 
kindness that she showed to every-
one who knew her and for those who 
touched her heart! 

Thank you, Sheila, for touching my 
heart for 39 wonderful years. T.M.

Sheila Lynn Sheffer, 65

LEICESTER- Ruth A. (Allen) Burtt, 91, 
died Sunday, June 28 at home surround-
ed by her loving family.

She was prede-
ceased by her long 
time loving husband, 
Herbert H. Burtt, 
who passed away 
in 2016. She leaves a 
son, Gregory A. Burtt 
and his wife, Theresa 
of Leicester; and 3 
daughters, Sheila R. 

Barlow and her husband, Edward of 
Leicester; Lorraine A. Lyon and her 
husband, Barry of Leicester; and Diann 
L. Hale and her husband, Charles of 
Rutland. She also leaves a sister, Hazel 
Swimm of Monticello, ME, 11 grandchil-
dren, 12 great grandchildren and several 
nieces and nephews.

Born in Bridgewater, ME, she was the 
daughter of the late Raymond and Edna 
Allen. She graduated from Bridgewater 
High School where she met the love of 
her life, Herb. The two of them moved 
to MA where they planted their family 
roots but frequently vacationed back to 
ME throughout the years. Ruth worked 
in the cafeterias of Leicester Public 

Schools for 17 years prior to retire-
ment. Being a woman of faith, she was 
a Sunday School teacher at the Advent 
Christian Church in Worcester, and an 
active member of Oak Hill Bible Church 
in Oxford, MA for many years. She was 
a wonderful cook/baker, an avid garden-
er and home-canner, making the best 
bread and butter pickles around. She 
loved spending time with her family, 
especially her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. She will be remembered 
by all for her kind heart, loving spirit, 
and her generosity to others.

The family would like to send a special 
thank you to the J.H.C Hospice nurses, 
and the Visiting Angels of Worcester, 
especially for her caregivers, Sophia and 
Mary.  Memorial Services and burial 
will be at the convenience of the family. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
can be made to Oak Hill Bible Church, 
P.O. Box 277, Oxford, MA, or to the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation at UMMHC 
Philanthropy Office, 365 Plantation 
Street, Biotech 1, Worcester, MA 01605.

MORIN FUNERAL HOME, 1131 Main 
St., Leicester is directing arrangements 
for the family.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Ruth A. Burtt, 91

SPENCER: Dorothy M. (Sugalski) 
Jolicoeur, 87 formerly of 45 Ash St., peace-
ably returned to the Lord on Thursday, 
June 25th. She was the loving wife of 

Rene O. Jolicoeur for 
65 years (who passed 
in November 2018) 
and a resident of 
Spencer since 1954. 
She leaves daughter, 
Darlene Foley and 
her husband Brian of 
East Harwich, sons 
Rene Jolicoeur and 

his wife Sheree of Spencer and Thomas 
Jolicoeur of Syracuse, NY,   two broth-
ers Joseph Sugalski and his wife Ann 
of Thompson, CT and Stanley Sugalski 
and his wife Martha from Florida, four 
grandchildren, a great grandson and 
many nieces and nephews. She is pre-
deceased by sisters Irene, Theresa and 
brothers, Walter, Edward and Vincent. 
She was born in Webster and was 
the daughter of Stanley and Winifred 
(Kochanek) Sugalski and later graduat-
ed from Bartlett High School. 

Dorothy was very artistic and chan-
neled her talents as a portrait sketch 
artist and expert seamstress and demon-
strated an overall proficiency with a 
needle and thread. She loved flowers 
and for many years took great pride, 
spending endless hours in her rock gar-
den at the end of her driveway and 

somehow always evaded passing admir-
ers and motorists. For many years she 
played a significant behind the scenes 
role in the operation of Jolicoeur’s Dairy 
Farm, was a longtime hairdresser and 
retired from T.J. Maxx and Companies 
in Worcester and received countless 
awards as “Employee of the Month.” 
Dorothy was a devoted, loving wife; a 
marriage that was noted to be unique 
and special by many. She was a commit-
ted full-time stay at home mother who 
surrounded her children with uncon-
ditional love. She had an outgoing, fun 
loving personality with a distinct laugh 
that will stand as her hallmark. She was 
of strong religious faith and an active 
member of Mary, Queen of the Rosary 
Parish. 

A Memorial Mass was held in Our 
Lady of the Rosary Church,  7 Church 
St., Spencer on Wednesday, July 8th. at 
10 a.m. Burial will follow in Mary, Queen 
of the Rosary Cemetery, Spencer. There 
are no calling hours. J HENRI MORIN 
& SON FUNERAL HOME, 23 Maple 
Terrace, Spencer is directing arrange-
ments. In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to either Dementia Society 
of America, P.O. Box 600, Doylestown, 
PA 18901 or Alzheimer Assoc. of MA/
NH, 309 Waverly Oaks Rd., Waltham, 
MA 02452.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Dorothy M. Jolicoeur, 87

school teachers and col-
lege professors, now find 
themselves rising to posi-
tions of leadership in 
street-fighting, terrorist 
mobs such as Antifa, and 
the only slightly less-ob-
viously communist-ori-
ented, race-obsessed 
mass movement known 
as Black Lives Matter.

If you find the latter 
description offensive, go 
to their Web site (black-
livesmatter.com) and see 
for yourself what they 
stand for: an end of cap-
italism; communal rais-
ing of children and end 
of the nuclear family; 
hatred of Christianity 
and Judaism; end of 
the police; end of the 
Constitution; end of 
America, in general.

Now, these femme 
fatales who hate every-
thing normal are deter-
mined to be seen as lat-
ter-day, heroic,  radical 
female icons like those 
of the blood-drenched 
Reign of Terror in France 
(ca.1789)---murderous, 
diabolical termagants 
like Charlotte Corday or 
Madame Roland, or even 
Madame Defarge who 
was Dickens’ fictional 
blood-lusting, tyrannical 
knitter in “A Tale of Two 
Cities.”

One can see them in 
action on many YouTube 
videos of up-close foot-
age of the riots and may-
hem instigated by many 
of these products of 
American “higher” edu-
cation: obscenity-scream-
ing, slogan-chanting, spit-
ting, brick-throwing, lead 
pipe-swinging, fire-bomb-

ing, window-smash-
ing, venom-spewing, 
t a n t r u m - t h r o w i n g , 
flag-burning, graffi-
ti-spraying, monu-
ment-toppling, police-as-
saulting, city-destroying 
...scum.... the off-scour-
ings, the dregs  of what 
was once a reasonably 
sane and decent culture. 

Because of their fanat-
icism, their passionate 
hatred of anyone or any-
thing they see as slowing 
down the “revolution,” 
they are a menace that 
needs to be confronted. 
But, at times, they show 
themselves as complete 
frauds, as drama queens, 
as pitiable, whining 
frauds. 

For one thing, if one 
would be a street fight-
er, one would, it seems 
fair to say, require at 
least a measure of mus-
cular strength. In one 
video, which could be 
called comical if it were 
not so pathetic, we see 
one of these Amazons--
actually, a flabby, tat-
tooed, sweating, panting, 
crew-cut apple of daddy’s 
eye--atop a downed statue 
vainly bouncing a sledge 
hammer off the poor fel-
low in an attempt to hero-
ically break it to pieces 
(like those Berliners did 
so admirably in 1989 to 
the Wall when it came 
down). This was not one 
of those 16- to 20-pound 
bad boys, but more like 
a six-or-eight-pound split-
ting maul. Nonetheless, 
our very own Rosa 
Luxembourg could bare-
ly lift it, let alone swing 
it with any authority. 
The recoil from each 
feeble attempt to smash 
the  thing nearly shook 
the girl (there, I said it) 

from her perch ten feet 
off the ground.

Male and female, viva 
la difference. I’ve long 
thought, in the final anal-
ysis, the whole divide, 
the contest, between men 
and women ultimately 
comes down to three lit-
tle words: upper...body...
strength. It always has, 
it probably always will. 
This chick visually bore 
out that contention. 
What? You don’t like that 
descriptive? Stop calling 
us old white men names 
like bigot, racist, suprem-
acist, etc., and we’ll stop 
calling young, brainless, 
commie fanatic women 
“chicks” or other things 
we only say in the priva-
cy of our cigar and bour-
bon dens.

Another world-class 
video capture of a would-
be female Audie Murphy 
was shot last year in 
Portland, Ore.--a real 
Commie snakepit--when 
the local Antifa battal-
ion decided to attack a 
group called the Proud 
Boys who were conduct-
ing a peaceful demon-
stration in some park. 
Now, being cowards, 
Antifa only attacks when 
they know the commie 
mayor and police chief 
won’t arrest them; when 
they  greatly outnumber 
their opponents and hide 
behind their masks look-
ing like Billy the Kid and 
the boys holding up the 
Butterfield Stage for its 
shipment of gold; and 
when they can  swing 
and throw dangerous 
items (like case-hardened 
bicycle locks on chains, 
bricks, steel bars, etc.) all 
while hiding behind their 
anonymity. 

Here comes the assault, 

boys and girls throwing 
f-bombs with every other 
word thinking if they yell 
like soldiers or police in 
combat they might be as 
tough as them. Verbal 
intimidation can some-
times work, but not with 
these clowns.

In the front rank we see 
...I’ll say it...a girl whose 
mask has slipped down 
and whose foul mouthed 
imprecations can be 
heard above those of her 
“comrades.” She’s kind 
of cute, an aficionado of 
female pulchritude might 
have to admit, but prob-
ably  not well-acquainted 
with a yellow bar of Dial 
soap. She’s also brandish-
ing something that could 
kill you if she could get 
to you. As the two lines 
meet in a wild melee, all 
of a sudden a fist pow-
ers out of the scrum and 
pow! right in the kisser! 
---back snaps the head of 
Portland’s Joan of Arc.

She’s lying there on the 
hot pavement screaming 
in pain and shock that 
such a thing could’ve 
happened, and the tears 
flow like the Niagara over 
the American Falls. The 
viewer thinks “Get up, 
girl! There’s no cryin’ in 
baseball or Bolshevism. 
Get back into the brawl! 
If you’re prepared to frac-
ture someone’s skull over 
politics, be prepared to 
have your jaw broken 
in return if you lose the 
fight.” But, no, we last see 
her being dragged away 
from the combat zone--
still crying--by a couple 
of her no-account bud-
dies only too glad to find 
an excuse to get to a safer 
area. I was raised to never 
hit a girl (“Don’t you ever 
hit your sister!”), and 

still think it’s a reason-
able restraint placed on 
males having a natural 
strength advantage, but I 
have to admit, that image 
of this revolutionary cry-
ing her eyes out did not 
arouse much sympathy 
in me. Molly Pitcher she 
is not. If you fly with the 
hawks, you die with the 
hawks. I often wondered 
if she sipped her supper 
for the next few months.

Well, now that the past 
month’s destruction of 
property, injuries, and 
loss of life is being totaled 
up, now that the damage 
has been done, now that 
millions of Americans 
fear the country and 
our way of life  has been 
destroyed for all practi-
cal purposes, history will 
look to identify those 
responsible. My nomina-
tion for who should hang 
for this treason goes to 
second- and third-gener-
ation Marxist professors 
who bite the hand which 
feeds them--America, 
and its system; the main-
stream press (our version 
of Pravda and Izvestia); 
the utterly corrupt 
Democrat Party and their 
cowardly counterparts, 
the Republicans; the sell-
out global corporations; 
the feckless mainline 
churches; Hollywood; 
public school education; 
a politically-correct mil-
itary establishment, and 
other miscreants.

But, as Billy Bones 
says--in “Treasure 
Island”--  when thinking 
about what’s in the offing 
for captured  pirates, “...
if it comes to swingin’, 
swing one, swing all says 
I!”

When it comes, 
though,  to the actual 

boots on the ground, to 
the real agents provoca-
teur, the relentless agi-
tators who have brought 
on much of this wreck-
age, look no further than 
our own ignorant, over-
ly-emotional, gratuitous-
ly guilt-ridden, hate-filled 
white female products of 
our once-vaunted institu-
tions of learning. 

One can only hope that 
each and every one of 
them who ever fomented 
a violent mob-action, who 
firebombed a police car 
or a corner store, or who 
plotted and egged on sedi-
tion pays a very heavy 
price, indeed. I would say 
ten-to-twelve in a real 
federal prison would be 
about right, unless their 
actions resulted in death 
or crippling injuries to 
innocent victims, in 
which case twenty-to-life 
would be more equitable.

Of course, though, 
in this country, where 
wrong-doing from the 
left never seems to get 
punished, you can look 
forward to this crop of 
degenerate female crim-
inals to be put into posi-
tions of real power over 
you and yours should the 
unthinkable happen, the 
defeat of the only man in 
American public life will-
ing to fight these people, 
President Trump.

Stand up for our cham-
pion. Join us at our first 
Trump stand-out at the 
McDonald’s intersection 
(Route 9 and Meadow 
Street, Spencer) from 4 
‘til 6 p.m., Friday, July 10. 
Bring a flag or a sign, pre-
pare to have some fun.

John McRae
East Brookfield

McRAE
continued from page A9
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  Spencer Police Logs
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24
12:18-1:14 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 1:19 a.m.: 
disturbance (Temple Street), 
services rendered; 5:12 a.m.: 
accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 6:00 a.m.: mv stop 
(Meadow Road); 6:11 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street); 6:39 a.m.: 
commercial alarm (Main 
Street), services rendered; 
9:56 a.m.: fireworks complaint 
(West Main Street), spoken to; 
10:26 a.m.: lost/found (West 
Main Street), keys found; 10:43 
a.m.: medical/general (Bixby 
Road); 11:24 a.m.: mv lockout 
(Temple Street), assisted; 12:25 
p.m.: medical/lockout (Main 
Street); 1:16-1:32 p.m.: parking 
violations (Church, Temple 
street)s, tickets issued; 1:44 
p.m.: restraining order service 
(Pearl Street); 1:555:46 p.m.: 
medical/general (Charlton 
Street); 2:06 p.m.: fireworks 
complaint (Temple Street), ser-
vices rendered; 2:22 p.m.: sus-
picious persons (Clark Road), 
3 f/lying in road; 2:47 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Spring Street), 
welfare check; 2:59 p.m.: citi-
zen complaint (North Street), 
yard sign kicked; 3:15 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Crown Street), 
erratic operation; 3:18 p.m.: 
parking complaint (Highland 
Street), services rendered; 3:46 
p.m.: 911 call (Charlton Road), 
accidental; 4:00 p.m.: fraud 
(West Main Street), unem-
ployment scam; 4:20 p.m: mv 
complaint (North Spencer 
Road), erratic operation; 4:50 
p.m.: parking complaint (West 
Main Street), mv blocking 
air machine; 5:04 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Clark Road), welfare 
check; 5:46 p.m. commercial 
alarm (Main Street), services 
rendered; 5:55 p.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Charlton Road), child 
w/phone; 6:29 p.m.: medical/
general (Cranberry Meadow 
Road); 7:51 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Valley Street), servics 
rendered; 8:09-8:12 p.m.: park-
ing violations (Pearl Street), 
tickets issued; between 8:12-9:04 
p.m.: entire incident, including 
time, redacted from police log; 
9:04 p.m.: animal complaint 
(R. Jones Road), loose dog; 
9:15 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), erratic operation; 9:48-
9:56 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 10:02 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (West Main Street), inves-
tigated; 10:08 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 10:12 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Sampson 
Street), coyote in area; 10:33 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Greenville 
Street), mv parked in road.

THURSDAY, JUNE 25
12:13 a.m.: disturbance 

(South Spencer Road) m/f dis-
pute; 1:32 a.m.: disturbance 
(Maple Street), m/f disute; 
5:54 a.m.: DPW call (Charlton 
Road), tree on wires; 5:56 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street); 
6:26 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), Sturbridge PD 
bolo; 7:48 a.m.: mv stop (Linden 
Street); 7:51 a.m.: mv stop (West 
Main Street); 8:08 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street); 8:53 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street); 8:54 a.m.: 
medical/general (Kingsbury 
Road); 9:06 a.m.: medical/
general (Jolicoeur Avenue); 
9:15 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Chestnut Street), loose dog; 
10:36 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Ash Street), injured coyote; 
11:55 a.m.: fire/woods/grass 
(Charlton Road), services ren-
dered; 3:51 p.m.: mv stop (North 
Brookfield Road); 4:02 a.m.: mv 
stop (North Brookfield Road); 
4:07 p.m.: citizen complaint 
(West Main Street), spoken to; 
4:21 p.m.: mv stop (Northwest 
Road); 4:28 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Main Street); 4:42 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Bixby Road), 
speeding; 4:59 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Paxton Road), poss. 
rabies exposure; 5:46 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Howe Village), lift 
assist; 5:54 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Pine Acres), bear in 
yard; 8:26 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Main Street), erratic opera-
tion; 8:35 p.m.: fireworks com-
plaint (Hastings Road), info 
taken; 8:44 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Sunset Lane), misdial; 8:59 
p.m.: building checked, secure; 
9:07 p.m.: medical/general (R. 
Jones Road); 9:09-9:48 p.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 
10:06 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Main Street), info taken; 10:20-
10:21 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 11:29 p.m.: accident 
(Woodside Road), report taken.

FRIDAY, JUNE 26
12:58-1:48 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 1:54 a.m.: mv 
stop (Charlton Road); 2:07-
2:29 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 8:18 a.m.: mv stop 
(North Brookfield Road); 8:41 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street); 
8:52 a..m: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), info taken; 9:02 
a.m.: mv stop (Man Street); 9:33 

a.m.: mv stop (Charlton Road); 
9:36 a.m.: intelligence/drugs 
(Main Street), info taken; 10:01 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street); 
10:22 a.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), services rendered; 10:38 
a.m.: mv stop (Ch7:49 parlton 
Road); 10:53 a.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), accidental; 11:17 
a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), LTC change of address; 
11:37 a.m.: restraning order ser-
vice (West Main Street); 11:45 
a.m.: restraining order service 
(West Main Street); 12:11 p.m.: 
fraud (West Main Street), scam 
reported; 12:50 p.m.: commer-
cial alarm (West Main Street), 
services rendered; 12:59 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street); 2:33 
p.m.: mv lockout (Main Street), 
assisted; 2:40 p.m.: mv lockout 
(North Spencer Road), assist-
ed; 2:45 p.m.: warrant (Main 
Street), Paul A. Marrama, 40, 
81 Acushnet Avenue, New 
Bedford, arrest; 3:16 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Clark Road); 3:21 
p.m.: multiple LTC issued/7 
(West Main Street), assist-
ed; 3:23 p.m.: FID card issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 
4:00 p.m.: mv stop (Northwest 
Road); 4:27 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Main Steet), fox in area; 
4:36 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street); 4:57 p.m.: parking 
violation (South Street), tick-
et issued; 5:15 p.m.: mv stop 
(Howe Road); 5:31 p.m.; officer 
wanted (Calley Street), escort 
request; 5:49 p.m.: parking 
violation (Adams Street), tick-
et issued; 7:38 p.m.: medical/
general (Meadow Road); 7:49 
p.m.: medical/general (Wlson 
Avenue); 8:22 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (North Brookfield Road), 
illegal burn; 8:49-8:50 p.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 8:56 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Howe 
Road), investigated; 9:17 p.m.: 
fireworks complaint (Sunset 
Lane), info taken; 9:30 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (McCormick Road), 
investigated; 9:50 p.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 10:01 
p.m.: mv stop (Charlton Road); 
10:13 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 10:17 p.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Buteau Road), misdi-
al; 10:18 p.m.: medical/general 
(Clark Road); 10:35 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Mechanic Street); 
10:47-11:54 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure.

SATURDAY, JUNE 27
12:01-12:11 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 12:12 a.m.: 
mv stop (Charlton Road); 12:22 
a.m.: distruabance (Laurel 
Lane), peace restored; 1:08 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street); 
1:36 a.m.: 911 call8:46 p.m. (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 1:53 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), no contact; 4:57 
a.m.: lost/found (Chestnut 
Street), ID found; 8:19 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Chestnut 
Street), neglected dog; 8:57 a.m.: 
parking complaint (Browning 
Pond Road), info taken; 9:02 
a.m.: officer wanted (Sunset 
Lane), spoken to; 9:46 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Main Street), 
sidewalk blocked; 10:11 a.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 
10:35 a.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), spoken to; 10:50 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Roberta 
Bay), sick possum; 10:53 a.m.: 
animal complaint (West Main 
Street), small dear walking 
in road; 10:55 a.m.: lost/found 
(Clark Street), clothes found; 
11:10 a.m.: fire (Ash Street), ser-
vices rendered; 11:28 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Clark Road); 11:36 
a.m.: animal complaint (Main 
Street), baby bald eagle found; 
12:11 p.m.: parking violation 
(Cherry Street), ticket issued; 
12:25 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Wilson Street), feral cat; 2:32 
p.m.: mv stop (Charlton Road); 
3:11 a.m.: residential alarm 
(Lincoln Street), services 
rendered; 4:08 p.m.: medical/
general (Church Street); 4:32 
p.m.: medical/general (Linden 
Street); 4:48 p.m.: mv stop 
(Northwest Road); 5:18 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Main Street), 
tailgating; 5:41 p.m.: RV com-
plaint (Thornberry Circle), 
go-cart on street; 6:47 p.m.: 911 
call (Paxton Road), open line; 
7:13 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Main Street), no contact; 7:33-
7:39 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 7:47 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), Grafton 
PD bolo; 7:58 p.m.: mv stop 
(Northwest Road); 8:04 p.m. mv 
stop (Route 49); 8:31 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Bixby Road), Brian 
Hall, 28, 54 Newpark Avenue, 
Hartford, CT, warrant arrest; 
8:46 p.m.: animal complaint 
(West Main Street), fawn in 
road; 10:09 p.m.: mv stop (Maple 
Street); 10:11 p.m.; building 
checked, secure; 10:23 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), 
State Police bolo; 10:25 p.m.: 
building checked, secure.

SUNDAY, JUNE 28
12:04-3:00 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 7:47 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Chestnut Street), 

services rendered; 8:07 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Lloyd Dyer 
Drive), snapping turtle; 9:46 
a.m.: mv stop (Maple Street); 
10:34 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Church Street), re: not on 
mv; 11:18 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (South Spencer Road); 11:33 
a.m.: officer wanted (Chestnut 
Street), tenant issue; 11:42 a.m.: 
lost/found (Lake Street), keys 
found; 12:34 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (North Spencer Road); 1:10 
p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
accidental; 1:42 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), 
Sturbridge PD bolo; 1:48 p.m.: 
mv stop (Cranberry Meadow 
Road); 1:50 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Ash Street), threats; 2:15 p.m.: 
911 call (Main Street), hang-up; 
2:17 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), Southbridge PD 
bolo; 2:30 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Main Street), erratic oper-
ation; 2:38 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (North Spencer Road), 
dead rabbit; 2:58 p.m.: offier 
wnated (Lincoln Street), theft 
reported; 3:32 p.m.: mv stop 
(Route 49); 3:33 p.m.: lost/found 
(West Main Street), lost license; 
3:44 p.m.: mv stop (Charlton 
Road); 4:02 p.m.: mv stop 
(Chestnut Street); 4:13 p.m.: 
mv stop (Pleasant Street); 4:29 
p.m.: mv stop (Browning Pond 
Road); 5:58 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street); 6:12 p.m.: parking vio-
lation (Adams Street), ticket 
issued; 6:57 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (South Spencer Road), 
dead fawn on trail; 7:11 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Main Street), 
tenant issue; 7:31 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 7:39 p.m.: DPW 
call (Northwest Road), tree 
down; 7:47 p.m.: officer want-
ed (North Brookfield Road), 
tree on wire; 7:49 p.m.: elderly 
matter (Lincoln Street), spoken 
to; 8:28 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 10:03 p.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Ash Street), spoken 
to; 10:13-10:22 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 10:46 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Main Street), dis-
abled mv; 11:13 p.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 11:37 
p.m.: building checked, secure.

MONDAY, JUNE 29
12:03-1:36 a.m.: buildings 

checked, secure; 2:33 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Church Street), 
welfare check; 2:40 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Howe Village); 
6:39 a.m.: mv stop (North 
Spencer Road); 6:51 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street); 6:53 a.m.: 
accident (Meadow Road), 
report taken; 7:09 a.m.: 911 call 
(Howe Village), disconnected; 
7:24 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street); 8:15 a.m.: parking vio-
lation (Mechanic Street), tick-
et issued; 8:39 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street); 8:43 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Main Street), sr. living 
issue; 9:26 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Lyford Road), debris in road; 
10:08 a.m.: animal complaint 
(West Main Street), caught pos-
sum; 10:17 a.m.: commercial 
alarm (Water Street), services 
rendered; 10:45 a.m.: parking 
violation (Irving Street), ticket 
issued; 10:49 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Cherry Street); 11:07 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Franklin 
Street), loose dog; 11:44 a.m.: 
medical/general (Wall Street); 
12:44 p.m.: animal complaint 
(West Main Street), raccoon on 
roof; 2:06 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), spoken to; 
2:25 p.m.: officer wanted (Bay 
Path Road), welfare check; 2:33 
p.m.: sex offender registration 
(West Main Street), assisted; 
2:38 p.m.: medical/general (Old 
East Charlton Road); 2:39 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Delude 
Avenue), loose dog; 3:21 p.m.: 
accident (West Main Street), 
report taken; 4:01 p.m.: mv 
lockout (Main Street), assist-
ed; 4:04 p.m.: fraud (West Main 
Street), scam call; 4:22 p.m.: 
residential alarm (Charlton 
Road), services rendered; 4:45 
p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 5:32 
p.m.: FID card issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 5:33 
p.m.: multiple LTC issued/3 
(West Main Street), assisted; 
5:37 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), LaShawn P. Porche, 32, 
200 Ridge Road, Middletown, 
CT, op w/suspended license, 
negligent operation, speeding, 
arrest; 6:37 p.m.: school alarm 
(Main Street), services ren-
dered; 7:30 p.m.: juvenile mat-
ter (Chestnut Street), scooter in 
road; 7:34 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Valley View Drive), unable to 
locate; 8:33 p.m.: harassment 
prevention violation (Maple 
Street), neighbor issue; 9:37 
p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
9:47 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street); 
10:04 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), erratic operation; 10:25 
p.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), no contact; 11:27 
p.m.: building checked, secure; 
11:36 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), req. welfare 
check; 11:39 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (North Spencer Road), 

investigated; 11:56 p.m.: build-
ing checked, secure.

TUESDAY, JUNE 30
12:07 a.m.: mv lockout (Main 

Street), assisted; 12:20-1:46 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 2:23 
a.m.: medical/general (North 
Spencer Road); 3:39 a.m.: 
accident (Pleasant Street), 
report taken; 7:15 a.m.: DPW 
call (Borkum Road), tree on 
wires; 7:52 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Starr Street); 8:01 a.m.: 
parking violation (Mechanic 
Street), ticket issued; 8:07 a.m.: 
parking violation (Cherry 
Street), ticket issued; 8:14 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street); 
8:36 a.m.: mv stop (Charlton 
Road); 9:34 a.m.: mv stop (West 
Main Street); 9:58 a.m.: mv stop 
(North Brookfield Road); 10:08 
a.m.: fire alarm (Main Street), 
services rendered; 10:14 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street); 11:09 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street); 
11:16 a.m.: parking com-
plaint (Mechanic Street), lane 
blocked; 11:20 a.m.: restraining 
order service (Pleasant Street); 
11:36 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street); 11:40 a.m.: restraining 
order service (Brown Street); 
12:32 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Pleasant Street), feral cat; 
12:32 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Maple Street), spoken to; 12:49 
p.m.: officer wanted (Bay Path 
Road), family issues; 1:05 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Bemis Road), 
investigated; 2:30 p.m.: 911 call 
(Charlton Road), accidental; 
2:35 p.m.: fraud (Wall Street), 
SS scam call; 7:03 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Bixby Road), hiss-
ing heard; 7:59 p.m.: mv stop 
(Charlton Road); 8:24 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Pleasant Street), 
welfare check; 8:26 p.m.: harass-
ing phone calls (Valley Street), 
social media posts; 8:34 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Paxton 
Road), disconnected; 9:08-
9:45 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 9:53 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Bay Path Road), info 
taken; 9:54 p.m.: mv stop (Ash 
Street); 10:36 p.m.: medical/
general (Mechanic Street).

# # #

 Leicester Police 
Logs

THURSDAY, JUNE 25
8:33 a.m.: fraud (Hemlock 

Street), report taken; 9:19 
a.m.: assist citizen (Winslow 
Avenue); 10:12 a.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), verbal warn-
ing; 10:35 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), citation issued; 11:13 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 3:32 p.m.: 
disturbance (Paxton Street), 
investigated; 4:03 p.m.: vandal-
ism (Tanglewood Road), ser-
vices rendered; 4:38 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation 
issued; 4:58 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 5:29 
p.m.:mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 5:55 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), citation 
issued; 8:43 p.m.: family prob-
lem (Marshall Street), services 
rendered.

FRIDAY, JUNE 26
12:25 a.m.: disturbance 

(Mayflower Circle), spoken to; 
8:15 a.m.: b&e/past (Woodland 
Road), report taken; 10:14 a.m.: 
fire/odor of gas (Lake Avenue), 
services rendered; 12:56 p.m.: 
welfare check (Main Street), 
spoken to; 1:48 p.m.: welfare 
check (Main Street), services 
rendered; 2:41 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 3:39 

p.m.: fraud (Charlton Street), 
assisted; 4:25 p.m.: investi-
gation (South Main Street), 
report taken; 4:57 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Srreet), verbal warning; 
5:17 p.m.: mv stop (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), verbal 
warning; 7:01 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Tobin Road), report 
taken; 7:37 p.m.: disabled mv 
(Main Street), assisted; 9:41 
p.m.: welfare check (Pleasant 
Street), assisted.

SATURDAY, JUNE 27
1:36 a.m.: mv stop (Main 

Street), verbal warning; 1:42 
a.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), citation issued; 11:03 
a.m.: communty policing 
(Main Street), services ren-
dered; 2:07 p.m.: faud (Willow 
Hill Road), report taken; 4:08 
p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Rawson Street), served; 
8:48 p.m.: disturbance (Folsom 
Street), referred; 11:34 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), Andrew Lee 
Dick, 43, 16 Kitteridge Road, 
Spencer, OUI liquor, negligent 
operation, marked lanes viola-
tion, arrest.

SUNDAY, JUNE 28
9:15 a.m.: mv stop (Main 

Street), verbal warning; 5:12 
p.m.: welfare check (Stafford 
Street), unable to locate; 8:09 
p.m.: wefare check (Willow Hill 
Road), services rendered; 9:41 
p.m.: welfare check (Monterey 
Drive), services rendered; 10:12 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
spoken to.

MONDAY, JUNE 29
1:23 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 

Street), verbal warning; 9:00 
a.m.: mv sto (Collier Avenue), 
no action required; 10:46 a.m.: 
assist other PD (Main Street), 
services rendered; 11:51 a.m.: 
welfare check (Main Street), 
report taken; 4:09 p.m.: harass-
ment (Brookside Drive), 
report taken; 4:27 p.m.: larceny 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
report taken; 4:52 p.m.: erratic 
operation (Crestwood Road), 
spoken to; 5:14 p.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), verbal warn-
ing; 6:38 p.m.: erratic opera-
tion (Stafford Street) unable to 
locate; 8:40 p.m.: erratic opera-
tion (Paxton Street), no action 
required.

TUESDAY, JUNE 30
12:03 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 

Street), written warning; 1:25 
a.m.: welfare check (Crestwood 
Road), report taken; 1:36 a.m.: 
accident (Stafford Street), 
report taken; 12:52 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written 
warning; 1:44 a.m.: harass-
ment (Main Street), no service; 
6:45 p.m.: malicious mischief 
(Henshaw Street), investigat-
ed; 11:17 p.m.: welfare check 
(Lillian Avenue), spoken to.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1
12:18 a.m.: welfare check 

(Henshaw Street), spoken; 8:25 
a.m.: assist other PD (South 
Main Street), services ren-
dered; 9:08 a.m.: harassment 
(Man Street), services ren-
dered; 9:50 a.m.: welfare check 
(Burncoat Lane), services ren-
dered; 10:17 a.m.: investigation 
(Winslow Avenu), services 
rendered; 1:32 p.m.: investiga-
tion (out of town, no location 
cited on police log), services 
rendered; 3:33 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Main Street), 
no service; 4:00 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Srreet), spoken to; 5:01 
p.m.: investigation (Bond 
Street), services rendered; 
11:17 p.m.: assist citizen (Main 
Street), report taken; 11:56 p.m.: 
assist other PD (Main Street, 
Spencer), services rendered.

POLICE REPORTS

GUESS YOU 
DIDN’T 

READ 
THE 

PAPER.

When things like speed limits change, 
we’re the first to know.  

You could be the second
Your Community Paper.

 Told ya.
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hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

  43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

O n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  C h a r  g o g g  a  g o g g  m a n  c h a u g g  a  g o g g  c h a u  b u n  a  g u n g  a  m a u g g

We Want  
Your Listings!

Featured New Listing!Featured New Listing!

Dudley - Marshall Terrace 12,000 +/- Sq, Ft. Po-
tential for a 2 family to be built! Town Water, Sewer.
 SORRY SOLD $70,000
Webster - 85 Upper Gore w/View of the Lake. 1+ 
acre! Much work done! Artesian well, Septic Design,& 
Conservation  $130,000
Webster - Potential 6 Buildable on Lots! Water/
Sewer Access, Zoned Lake Residential  $129,400
Douglas-Mount Daniels Lot #2-2.5 Acres of flat 
land that abuts Douglas State Forest  $132,900  
Oxford - 4 Leicester St. approx. 8.47 acres! River front-
age! Possible to be subdivided.  $99,900

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

DUDLEY - 25 MARSHALL TER.

 Custom Hip Roof Ranch ! 1,480+- Sqft. One Level Living. 
Spacious Open Floor Plan. Combination Kitchen/Dining 
w/Breakfast Bar, Cooktop Range & Built -in Oven, 3 Large 
Bedrooms w/Large Closets, Linen Closet, 1st Floor Laun-
dry Room, Hardwood Floors, Separate Bath Tub & Show-
er. Forced Hot Water Heat by Oil w/High End Cast Iron 
Baseboard, Recently Shingled Roof,  Overlooks Attractive, 
Level Landscaping!   $274,900.

WEBSTER - 195-199 THOMPSON RD

SORRY, SOLD!

3 ACRE COMMERCIAL SITE ~~ APPROX. 550 FT ROAD FRONTAGE ON 
STATE HIGHWAY RTE 193 A/K/A THOMPSON ROAD.  STATEGICALLY NES-
TLED BETWEEN TWO (2) I-395 (NORTH & SOUTH) ON-RAMPS & TWO 
(2) I-395 (NORTH & SOUTH) OFF-RAMPS. PROPERTY DIRECTLY ABUTS 
I-395! 48’X80’ CONCRETE BLOCK BUILDING, 7,680 SF TOTAL (3,840 SF 
MAIN / 3,840 SF LOWER LEVEL) FULL LOWER LEVEL USE AND ACCESS 
THRU DRIVE IN GARAGE DOOR! BUSINESS ZONED (GB-5)  MUNICIPAL 
WATER, SEWER AND NATURAL GAS! HIGH TRAFFIC ~ HIGH EXPOSURE ~ 
LOCATED RIGHT AT THE TRAFFIC LIGHT INTERSECTION OF RT 193 AND 
I-395 OFF RAMP! TWO (2) FINISHED OFFICES & LAV ~ MANY POSSIBLE 
USES ~ WHAT DO YOU HAVE PLANNED??!   $600,000.

WEBSTER - 548 SCHOOL ST

Aesthetically pleasing 4-5 BR CAPE!! 
1,800 SF Cape! 8 rooms. 4 lg rooms & 
bath on 1st flr, eat-in kitchen, living room, 
family room, office/possible 1st flr in-law 
bedroom. 2nd flr - 4 lg bedrooms & bath.  
2 car garage.  $199,900.

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 36 PARK AVENUE

Well cared for Colonial on Park Avenue! 
Hardwoods! Formal dining room, eat in 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms! Hollywood Bath. 
1-1/2 baths total. deck! Garage! Freshly 
Painted $264,900.

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE – 32 JACKSON RDWebster - New Lake Listing! 
WEBSTER LAKE - 100 LAKESIDE AVE 

WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! Extraor-
dinary Waterfront Contemporary! Architect designed with Lake Living in 
mind, Custom Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding 
open concept, water view from almost every room, upscale features & 
amenities! Nicely situated on a .25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake 
frontage! Enhanced by a all natural shoreline, exceptional views, profes-
sional landscaping & privacy. All you need to live is located on the 1st 
floor… including a grand 2 story foyer, cozy fireplaced living room, gour-
met kitchen, lake facing dining , half bath & laundry, formal dining room, 

media room & spacious 1st floor guest BR Suite w/private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced lake-facing corner master suite w/
luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! It Truly is a Great Opportunity to Own Something Special! Remember, Timing 
Is Everything!  $1,075,000.

ON DEPOSIT

DUDLEY - 5 FAIRVIEW AVE

3 bedroom 1-1/2 bath ranch. 16,000 
ft lot. Plumbing for lower level bath. 
Garage. Needs little updating. Recent 
Buderus Furnace. 
 assisted sale  $248,500.

SORRY, SOLD!

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL! EXTREMELY 
UNIQUE 3.32 ACRE WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT 
PROPERTY! Charming, year-round, 2 BR, 2 bath 
Ranch, located at the Southern most end of Webster 
Lake’s South Pond beyond Cedar Island! Extremely 
private w/direct Lake access. The home offers a full 
finished LL w/walkout access, a screened-in 18x20 
patio,18x26  det’d garage & 8x8  storage  shed.  Park 
like grounds!  $375,000

SORRY, SOLD!

OPEN HOUSE SUN 7/12 • 12-2
OXFORD – 377 Main St! 9 Rm Center Hall Colonial! .59 Acre Corner Lot! Charm 
of Yesteryear! Eat-In Frplcd Granite Kit w/Updated Cabinets, Frplcd Din Rm w/ 
Built-in China Cabinet & Butler Closet! Gracious Foyer! Spacious Frplcd Liv 
Rm! Breezeway to a Home Office or an Unfinished Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm or 
Craft Rm! Sit on the Front Porch and Enjoy Morning Coffee or Evening Tea! Huge 
2-Car Garage w/Loft-Storage Area! Mature Tree Studded Yard! $339,000.00

DUDLEY – 12 Glendale Drive! Conveniently Located 6+ 
Room Split Entry set on .52 Acres – 22,500’! Ready For You to 
Move Right In! New Flooring Throughout! Freshly Painted! 
Newly Applianced Kitchen! Cathedral Ceiling Living Room with 
Ceiling Fan! 3 Comfortable Bedrooms! 2 Full Bathrooms! 
Finished Lower Level with Kitchenette! Recent Deck! 
Forced Hot Water by Oil Heat! 1 Car Garage! $289,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT - 3 Lakeview Rd! Middle Pond – Reid Smith Cove! Ideal Summer or 
Yr Round 6 Rm Ranch! Western Expo – Beautiful Sunsets! Near All the Excitement that “Indian Ranch” 
provides, Dining, Concerts & the Indian Princess! An Arched Bridge to Your Own Private Island, a Great 
Place to Enjoy the Lake from! Open Flr Plan! Being Sold Fully Furnished! Recent Kit w/Quartz Counters, 
Breakfast Bar, SS Appliances, Tile Flr & Recessed Lighting! Liv Rm w/Hrdwd Flr, 6x14 Lake Facing Picture 
Window & Stone Frplc! 3 Remodeled Bdrms w/Ceiling Fans & Hrdwd Flrs! Master w/Bath & Laundry 
Closet! Screen Porch w/Lake Views! Dock! Carport! Shed! Still Time for this Summer! $579,900.00

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSITNEW PRICENEW PRICE

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 51’ Level Waterfront 
Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rms, 6 Bdrms, 
4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kit! Formal Din Rm w/
Cherry Hrdwds! Lake Facing Liv Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry Hrdwds! Slider to Waterfront 
Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bdrm w/Full Bath, Cherry Hrdwds & Walk-in Closet! 
Frplcd Lower Level Fam Rm! 1st & 2nd Flr Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $999,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Nice! .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds! 
297’ Waterfront! $4 Million Spent, Nothing Spared! 17 Rms! 5 Water View Bdrms, 5.5 Bathrms! Brazilian Cherry Hrdwd Flrs, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator, Ground Flr to Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bthrm w/Steam 
Shower off Exercise Rm! Billiard Rm! Media Rm! Center Isl Granite Kit w/Viking Gas Range, Sub-Zero Frig, Pantry & Breakfast 
Bar! Open Flr Plan! Din Area, Fam Rm w/Entertainment Center w/Wet Bar! Formal Din Rm, Frplc Liv Rm & Atrium! Library 
w/Deck! Waterfront Master Suite w/Office, Bdrm w/Triple Glass Dr to Private Deck w/Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Bathrm 
w/Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool, Dble Vanity, Separate Commode/Bidet/Sink Area! 16 Z’s of Updated Geothermal Heat/A/C! 
Recessed Lights & Fire Sprinklers Through Out! 3 Car Garage! Generator! Slate Roof! Reward Yourself! $2,499,900.00

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.Century21LakeRealty.com • www.WebsterLake.net  #1 on the Internet

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
LusignanLake ReaLty

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

WEBSTER LAKE – 112 Gore Rd! NORTH POND! Sucker Brook Cove! 
8 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath Ranch is Ready for You! Southwestern Exposure! 
Gorgeous Sunsets! Unique Waterfront! An Open Floor Plan! Lake Views 
from Nearly All Rooms! 2x6 Construction! Energy Efficient Blinds in 
Every Room! 4 Oil Tanks - Fill Up Once a Year! C/Air! Gas Fireplace! 
Whole House Fan! Meticulously Cared For! Large workshop! 3 Car 
Garage! Carport! 2 Sheds w/Electric! Back Yard is Perfect for Family 
Gatherings! Plenty of Off Street Parking! Summer is Here! $539,900.00

DUDLEY – 8 Tanyard Rd! 5 Rm 3 Bdrm 
Ranch! Some Sweat Equity Needed! 
13,000’ Lot! Eat-in Kit! Liv Rm w/Hrdwd 
Flrs & Picture Window! Mudroom/
Sunroom! Bdrms w/Hrdwds & Ample 
Closet Space! Full Tile Bath w/Linen 
Closet! Unfinished Lower Level! Gas 
Heat! C/Air! Garage! $249,000.00

DUDLEY – TOBIN FARM ESTATES! 9 Tobin Rd! 7 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath 
Federal Front Colonial! Move Right In! 2 Story Grand Entry w/Gleaming 
Hrdwds in the Din Rm, Liv Rm & Kit! Frplc Fam Rm w/Cathedrals & New Wall 
to Wall! Granite Kit w/Center Isl, SS Appliances & Din Area! Tiled Mudrm! 
2nd Flr w/Open Balcony! Master w/Full Bath & Walk-in Closet! Comfortable 
Bedrooms! Full Hall Bath w/Laundry! New Wall to Wall in Bdrms! Private 
Backyard w/Deck & Hot Tub! 2 Car Garage! Shed! Fire Pit! $449,900.00

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT
WEBSTER – 4 Jeffrey St! 5 Rm, 2 Bdrm, 
2 Bath Ranch! ¼ Acre Lot! Liv Rm w/
Cathedrals & Bay Window! Eat-in Kit w/
Isl! Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath! 
Hall Bath w/Laundry! Freshly Painted Int! 
Front & Rear Decks! Partially Fenced Yard! 
Oil Heat! Town Services! Garage! Lakeside 
Beach & Boat Ramp Near! $249,900.00

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

SHREWSBURY – Waterfront – Flint Pond w/Direct Boating Access to Lake Quinsigamond! The 
Quiet of Flint, All the Action of Quinsig! Privacy Galore on Sargents Island – 4.27 Acres – 2,000’ 
Waterfront! Beautiful Sunrises & Sunsets! Looking for a Getaway, Principal Residence or Second 
Home, Winters in Florida, Summers on the Island! Tons of Potential, Do a Little or Do a Lot! 4+ 
Rm, 1 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath “A” Frame with the Ability to Finish the Walk-out Lower Level, add a Family 
Rm, Bdrm, Bathrm! Nature Abounds, Visited by Deer, Fox, Eagles & More! In Time for Summer! 
$579,900.00

REAL ESTATE
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Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Chauvin Excavating LLC
Quality work since 1986

82 Dresser Hill Road, Charlton, MA 01507
Ph: 508-248-5772 • Cell: 508-922-0041
Email:bernie@ chauvinexcavating.net
TITLE FIVE INSPECTION  SERVICES 

Septics Installed &  Repaired. 
Full Service Site  Contractor 

Water & Sewer Lines Installed & Repaired  
New Home Site Work  

License & Insured 

Lake ReaLty

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
41 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.Century21LakeRealty.com
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2020

South Worcester County
$155,252,380 SOLD

WEBSTER
Updated  

Mobile Home
— 8 Holly Lane ~ $78,500 —

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669   774-230-5044
joannszymczack@gmail.com

Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Advantage 1

25 Union Street, Worcester MA 01604

Perfect for downsizing, 2 bedroom, new flooring, insulation,  
kitchen, bath, roof, windows, level private lot, parking spaces.

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

Worcester: Condomini-
um, 2-3 BR, 2.5 BA, End 
unit, 1200 sq. ft.
43 Whispering Pines #46 
-$274,900

Charlton: New Construction, 3 BA, Red oak floors, 
custom maple kitchen, central air, corner gas fire-
place, $1000 agency bonus.
196 City Depot Rd -$415,000

Dudley: Established Subdivision, Home office, 1st 
flr full bath, 1st flr bedroom, fireplace, 20’ kitchen, 
3 season porch.
7 Joseph St -$319,900

Worcester: Burncoat 
Area, 3 Bdrm., 1.5 BA, 
Updated roof, electrical, 
Burnham furnace 2013, 
1800 sq. ft. & 2-c-garage
252 Beverly Rd 
-$387,500

Dudley: 4 Br., Cathedral 
22’x22’ family room, 
Hydro air, 1+ acre
90 Old Southbridge Rd 
-$439,900

Wooodstock, CT: 21 
acre, privacy, highway 
convenience, 4 bdr. na-
ture’s paradise, turkey, 
deer, solitude.
480 Route 197-
$650,000

ON DEPOSIT

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

HOME IS NOT A PLACE… 
IT'S A FEELING.

Buy with Confidence
Sell with Success

 DorrindaSellsHomes.com

Dorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 978.434.1990

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

Jennifer McKinstry, Realtor 
 774-230-0929  

  jennifermckinstry@rmxpa.com

Inventory is at an all-time low 
and so are interest rates, so now is a great time to sell!
Whether you are buying or selling a home or just curious about 
the local market, I would love to offer my support and services. I 
know the local community — both as an agent and a neighbor.

19 Stafford Street, Charlton, MA 01507 |  jennifermckinstry.com

“WE SOLVE REAL ESTATE PROBLEMS”
ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT
We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen  
(508) 400-0438  

www.ConradAllen.com

255 Park Ave., Ste 902 ~ Worcester, MA 01609 
Office: 508.556.6442  Cell: 508.847.0728 

EKokosinska@HarborOne.com
NMLS ID:2561. This is not an offer to lend or extend credit. Subject to underwriting approval

“I am fluent in Polish 
– Ja mowie po polsku”

           Offering: Jumbo, USDA, VA, FHA & MA Housing 
           Down Payment Assistance ~ Rehab & Conventional Loans

         Lending in MA, CT, & FL

CALL 

TODAY! 

If you are purchasing or want to refinance 
your home call

Eva S. Kokosinska
Branch Manager-NMLS ID:19571

Certified Mortgage Planner/Loan Officer 
23 yrs. Mortgage Experience

REAL ESTATE

Local Samaritans 
honored for 

lifesaving efforts

LEICESTER – Two local men were 
recently honored for their lifesaving 
efforts on Rochdale Pond.

On June 19, a fisherman was in 
distress on the water after his kayak 
capsized. Without hesitation, Jeffrey 
Burrows and Kyle Sebastyanski – who 
were taking part in leisure activities 
nearby in Rochdale Park – jumped into 
the pond and helped pull the fisherman 
to shore.

At the time of the incident, Burrows 
was walking his dog at the park; 
Sebastyanski was playing ball with his 
father. And in a matter of moments, 
they went from enjoying the hot weath-
er to saving a man’s life.

The fisherman was transported to the 

hospital and made a full recovery.  
On June 25, members of the Leicester 

Police Department and Leicester 
Emergency Medical Services joined 
Town Administrator David Genereux 
in honoring the town heroes. Officials 
invited the men’s families to the cere-
mony, where they were presented with 
awards honoring their heroism.

“Both men should be very proud that 
they saved a life that day,” read a state-
ment released by the Leicester Police 
Department. 

“It was our sincere pleasure to be 
able to present them with a lifesaving 
award. This type of event affects the 
entire community,” said LPD Chief Ken 
Antanavica. 

Photo Courtesy

Jeffrey Burrows, left, and Kyle Sebastyanski were honored last month for their lifesaving 
efforts.

Board for several years.
For the Spencer-East Brookfield 

Regional School Committee write-in 
vote, Chris Woodbury edged fellow 
Spencer resident Kate Campanale by 
just a single vote. Woodbury amassed 
62 write-in votes in Spencer and 4 votes 
in East Brookfield for a total of 66; 
Campanale earned 8 votes in Spencer 
and 57 votes in East Brookfield for a 
total of 65.

Woodbury, a former Spencer select-
man, could not be reached for comment 
by press time. Campanale previously 
served as a state representative serving 
Leicester and portions of Worcester.

The town is also saying goodbye 
to several longtime public servants. 
Ruth McNeaney and Susan Gordon are 
both stepping away from the Board of 
Health. McNeaney, who chaired the 
Board of Health, was also a member of 
the Cemetery Commission. 

Meanwhile, Finance Committee 
member Andrew Lynch is also depart-
ing town government after 24 years of 
service.

“The town thanks them for their 
many years of service. They have made 
countless contributions to our town,” 
said Select Board Chairman Theodore 

Boulay. 
The election saw a voter turnout of 

14 percent. 

Local students graduate 
from Nichols College

DUDLEY —  Nichols College grad-
uated over 300 students this spring. 
Virtual celebrations were held for both 
undergraduate and graduate recipients 
on May 2, 2020 with an in person com-
mencement ceremony promised for a 
date to be determined.

Amanda Witkowski of Spencer 
graduated with a Master of Business 
Administration & Master of Science 
in Organizational Leadership from 
Nichols College.

Sarah Morris of Spencer grad-
uated with a Master of Business 
Administration & Master of Science 
in Organizational Leadership from 
Nichols College.

John Lane of North Brookfield 
graduated with a Master of Business 
Administration & Master of Science 
in Organizational Leadership from 
Nichols College.

Leah Tower of West Brookfield 
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GOT A HOUSE 
FOR SALE?

Look for that new 
home in our real 
estate section.
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

2004 
Chevy Silverado 

Extended cab truck
82,000 miles

5.3 V8
Many new parts  

with plow
$1800 or BO

Call Graham 
508-892-3649

MOVING 
SALE

Power lift assist recliner, 
Nordic trac,  

XL multi use wall unit,  
& household articles.  
More added weekly.

4 Henry Rd, Webster, MA.
Park in road 10A to 2P

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

ITEMS FOR SALE
BEAUTIFUL PASTEL COUCH:  $175.00

LARGE BEIGE COFFEE TABLE: $75.00

LARGE PICTURE / MATCHES COUCH:  $50.00 

WORLD BOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA SET:  $75.00

FINE CHINA: 12 PIECE SETTING / MIKASA 
BRINDISI 5854 (BLACK & WHITE): $165.00

CROSS COUNTRY SKIES:  TRAK CONTACT 
BOOT TRAK & POLLS (CS120-39) $25.00 

WOMAN / GIRLS BIKE: ROYCE UNION ANNO 
1904 (12 SPEED):  $100.00

CROQUET SET:  WOODEN / 6 PLAYER SET 
WITH RACK-STAND:  $35.00

STORM DOOR WHITE (HARVEY)  
31 ½ INCHES X 79 ½: $75.00

CALL: 508-764-7644

E.B. Flatts
Rt. 9 E. Brookfield 508.867.6643

Breakfast & Lunch Daily | Dinners Thurs, Fri, Sat

Looking 
 to Hire 

All Positions
Applications can be  

picked up at the restaurant

ITEMS FOR SALE
Duo-Fast Heavy Duty Stapler …$60

Gold Star Room Air Conditioner,  
Model R5207Y3, 540 watts …$75

Binly Lawn Sweeper …$50

Clean Force Electric High  
Pressure Washer …$75

Call 508-476-9885

HELP WANTED
Looking to hire a temporary, 
part-time (9am-1pm) person  

to help with sanding,  
painting and staining. 

Call Paul 
1-508-909-6969

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

Warren:  
Large 3 BR townhouse,  

appliances,  
off-street parking,  

gas heat,  
dishwasher.  

Good rental history.  
Good location.  
$1100/mo.

Call Dave 
413-262-5082

GREEN & SEASONED 
FIREWOOD: 

Cut, Spilt & Delivered. 
Green Wood Lots 
Wanted. Call Paul 
(508) 769-2351

HELP WANTED
House cleaner needed  

for elderly person, 4 hours/week.
 CORI check & references required. 

Also looking for HANDYMAN with 
carpentry skills to do odd jobs 

around the house.

Please call to apply. 
774-641-7186. 

MUST WEAR MASK.
 Spencer, MA

Trailer  
For Sale 

with enclosed porch 
located at Indian Ranch, 

Webster, site G13.  
Completely furnished. 

 All appliances included 
and extras. Refrigerator,  
over/under wash/dry, 

A/C, Heat. View at 
 www.indianranch.com.

Contact Arthur or 
Sage 508-892-4576.

Town of Charlton 
seeks to fill a FT 

Medium Equipment 
Operator for  

DPW Department
Under the general direc-
tion of the DPW Superin-
tendent, responsibilities 
include operating all 
medium equipment in 
connection with con-
struction, maintenance 
and repair of streets 
and related facilities. 
Prior experience in the 
operation of medium 
equipment and trucks. 
Knowledge of hazards 
and applicable safety 
rules and regulations in 
equipment operation. 
License requirements: 
Class B, CDL and DOT 
medical card; Hoisting 
Engineer 2A endorse-
ment minimal. Submit 
completed application 
by 7/18/2020 along with 
resume to HR. Applica-
tions are available online 
at https://townofcharlton.
net/158/Human-Re-
sources. All applications 
can be emailed to Lynn.
Dyer@townofcharlton.
net or mailed to Town 
of Charlton, Human 
Resources, 37 Main St, 
Charlton, MA 01507

The Town of Charlton 
is an equal opportunity 

employer.

ARTICLES FOR SALE

010 FOR SALE

ARTICLES FOR SALE
Nordic Track Exerciser-$300 
Epson Photo Printer 
Cd/DVD with program
$650 
Car or Truck Sunroof
$100 
Rollup School Map
$50
Many Chairs 
$25 each.
Electric Fireplace
$140
2 Antique Printing Presses
Manufacturing1885- 
$1500 each.
Call:
508-764-4458

010 FOR SALE

CANON CAMERA
AE-1 MANUAL 
With Lens and Flash
52 mm UV  35 mm  52 mm
Zoom II
62 mm UV model 202
35-70 mm 1007773 
Asking  $150.00 
OR BEST OFFER
1-774-230-7555

010 FOR SALE

EXC.SOLID 68” L SHAPED
OAK DESK
LHF return 48” Power 
center with hutch lights & 2 glass
doors & Bk case. 
Original price $2200. now in like
new condition $1595.   
5 drawers & 2 file drawers with
key lock. Pictures available on
facebook.Click on messenger
then. Paulette
508-765-1231

FOR SALE
Baldwin Electric 
Player Piono
Includes 40 rolls. Best offer. 
774-232-9382

FOR SALE
Brand new8ft Leers Cap. Fits a
8ft bed for 2016 
and under. $850 
call 508-909-6070

FOR SALE
Four snow tires 
(2 are brand new) 
Size: 205 60R 16
Mounted on Ford Rims
$500
(508)779-0120
Leave name and phone num-
ber.

FOR SALE
Janome Sowing/ Embroidery
Machine. Includes: all feet,
Hoops software. $2,995. Call
860-774-5714 and leave a mes-
sage.

FOR SALE
LINCOLN WELDER
Gas portable, electric start
150 amps. 110-220.
$300
CALL: 508-248-7063 

FOR SALE
LINCOLN WELDER
Tombstone Style. Plug in.
250 amps.
$250
CALL: 508-248-7063 

010 FOR SALE

FOR SALE Remote control
Airplanes some with motors.
Eagle Magna 3 plus Fish 
locator. Still in box. 
Panasonic Base with 
speakers. 774-241-0027

FREE ITEMS
Large Picture Frame, Portable
Air Conditioning Unit-plus much
more
Please call 508-340-6701 for in-
formation

HOME SEWING 
S U P P L I E S  
including a large assortment of
fabrics in both prints and solids
to choose from.  Also includes
choices of a variety of laces,
trims, sequins and beads etc.
Please call 
413-436-5073.

ITEM FOR SALE:
Antique Dark Wood 5 Drawer
Bureau
size 34inch. long 19wide 
by 48 High $95
Pictures of items available by
email at:
rec142142@gmail.com
508-434-0630

QUALITY
bicycles,pictures,crystal wine
glasses,porcelain dolls,fig-
urines,lawn 
mowers,bookcases and girls
toys for sale.
CALL: 860-204-6264

TRAC VAC
Model 385-IC/385LH

Used Once
Best Offer

BEAR CAT
VAC-N-CHIP PRO

& VAC PRO
Models 72085, 72285,

72295
Used Twice
Best Offer

CALL 
(508)765-5763

TO SEE COME TO
22 TAFT ST. 2ND FLR
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

010 FOR SALE

TREES/FIELDSTONE:
Trees- Evergreens, Excellent
Privacy Border. Hemlocks-
Spruces-Pines (3’-4’ Tall) 5 for
$99. Colorado Blue Spruce
(18”-22” Tall) 10 for $99. New
England Fieldstone
Round/Flat, Excellent Retaining
Wallstone. $25/Ton
(508) 278-5762 Evening

VERMONT CASTINGS 
WOOD STOVE
Black enamel model vigilent
Great condition. 
CALL 508-943-5352

100 GENERAL

107 MISC. FREE

Free construction wood and
kindling wood; beams, ply-
wood, 2x4x, 2x6s, 2x8s, good
for woodstoves, not for building.
Clean. Delivery possible. Ask for
J.D. 413-262-5082

200 GEN. BUSINESS

205 BOATS

MIRROCRAFT 12 FOOT”V” 
BOTTOM. MINNKOTA
MAXXUM 40 POUND
THRUST, VARIABLE
DRIVE,VERY LOW HOURS. 3
SEATS WITH PEDESTALS
.OARS,ANCHOR,TRAILER,
SPARE TIRE . ALL VERY
GOOD CONDI-
TION.$1500.00.CALL 508-987-
0386 LEAVE MESSAGE.

284 LOST & FOUND

PETS

Did you find 
your pet?

Or find a home 
for one?

LET US KNOW!!!
Please call us so that we

can take your ad 
out of the paper...

Town-To-Town
Classifieds

508-909-4111

298 WANTED TO BUY

WAR RELICS & WAR 
SOUVENIRSWANTED:WWII
& EARLIER CA$H WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, Daggers, Bay-
onets, Medals, Badges, Flags,
Uniforms, etc. Over 40 Years Ex-
perience. Call David 
1-(508)688-0847. I’ll Come To
YOU!

400 SERVICES

442 LICENSED DAY

CARE

*************************
The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Office of Child
Care Services requires that all
ads placed in the  newspaper for
child care (daycare) in your
home include your license num-
ber

448 FURNITURE

SOLID OAK 
R E C T A N G U L A R  
DINING TABLE 
about 35 yrs old in sturdy condi-
tion but could use a light sand-
ing on top to 
refresh Asking $75.
CALL (508)637-1698

700 AUTOMOTIVE

725 AUTOMOBILES

VEHICALS FOR SALE 1999
F150 118k miles. 4x4 single
cab stepside capt. chairs
Loaded Red with Cap
$4,000. 2002 Chevy Silver-
ado 2500 HD black long bed-
loaded with plow. Low mil-
lige. 67 thousand. $7500.
Would consider partial trade.
Call Mike 508-752-7474.

740 MOTORCYCLES

2014 HARLEY
DAVIDSON 

(low rider). Accessories added:
windshield, crash bar, saddle
bags. 5300 
babied miles and care. 
Silver metallic. Recorded 100%
mechanically sound by Shel-
don’s of Auburn. Bike is truly
new condition. 
Call 508-414-9134 
for showing. Firm $12,000 as
bike is MINT! 

750 CAMPERS/
TRAILERS

2008 TRAILER 
FOR SALE
load rite 2 place ATV Trailer.
New tires. Asking 
$1,000 or best offer.
CONTACT
508-248-3707
and leave a message.

his education by downloading 
a free copy of “Life In the 34th 
Massachusetts Infantry.” He 
would then have an apprecia-
tion of the history of the people 
in these towns and the sacrifices 
they made to improve the lives 
of all people of all races. I am not 
sure what heritage he has and 
if they have made similar sac-
rifices. In fact, I urge everyone 
to go online to download a free 
copy of this book. I think this 
should be required reading in 
the David Prouty High School. 
Our students should learn what 
sacrifices our founders did so all 
people could live free. The inter-
net address for the download is:

https://archive.org/details/
l i fe34thmassin00l incrich/
page/434/mode/2up

Another book available for 
purchase online details the 

death and hardship these white 
men endured an Andersonville  
It was basically a concentration 
camp. The book is by Levi’s 
friend. Its name is “Death Does 
Seem to Have All He Can Attend 
To” by George A. Hitchcock. 
Maybe this elightenment would 
would change Har’s views. I 
doubt it.

Spencer residents should be 
extremely proud of this town for 
its tradition of fighting for racial 
justice and freedom. Indeed, 
the regiment roster in the book 
shows a proud history and tra-
dition of people from all the sur-
rounding towns. Read with pride 
on page 17 when 32 new recruits 
from Spencer were marched into 
camp with selectman Luther 
Hill in command. Know why 
when you pass Luther Hill Park 
his name is on it. He was an 
original member of BLM who 
fought to bring racial justice to 
all. So, Spencer, stand tall and 
proud. Don’t let people like Mr. 

Yarok tell you anything differ-
ent. Their purpose is to pick at 
old wounds, re-infect society, 
and try to erase the efforts of our 
fathers and brothers sacrific-
es. By tearing down others and 
minimizing their accomplish-
ments they try to provide some 
meaning to their otherwise sad 
uneventful lives. They need to 
educate themselves and realize 
empathy for suffering does not 
come the color of your skin but 
by the character of your soul. 

Finally, let’s all reflect on what 
the great Abraham Lincoln stat-
ed after elected “We are not 
enemies, but friends. We must 
not be enemies. Though passion 
may have strained, it must not 
break our bonds of affection. The 
mystic chords of memory will 
swell when again touched, as 
surely, they will be, by the better 
angels of our nature.”

Mark Robillard
Spencer

ROBILLARD
continued from page A9

graduated with a Master of 
Science in Accounting from 
Nichols College.

Dorothy Booth of 
Brookfield graduated with 
a Master of Science in 
Accounting from Nichols 
College.

Kristen Huston of Spencer 
graduated with a Master of 
Science in Counterterrorism 
from Nichols College.

Camden Dacey of North 
Brookfield graduated with 
a Master of Science in 
Counterterrorism from 
Nichols College.

Samantha Johnson of 
Leicester graduated with 
a Master of Science in 
Organizational Leadership 
from Nichols College.

About Nichols College
Nichols College is a col-

lege of choice for business 
and leadership education 
as a result of its distinctive 
career-focused and leader-
ship-based approaches to 
learning, both in and out of 
the classroom, and through 
impactful research and pro-
fessional education. Students 
thrive in a learning and liv-
ing environment that is sup-
ported by an experiential 
business curriculum and a 
strong liberal arts founda-
tion aimed at transforming 
them into tomorrow’s lead-
ers. Nichols also offers mas-
ter’s degrees in business, 
leadership, accounting, and 
counterterrorism, as well 
as a range of certificate pro-
grams, to promote career 
advancement for today’s pro-
fessionals.

Springfield College 
recognizes 2020 
graduates 

S P R I N G F I E L D 
—  Springfield College 
Recognizes 2020 Graduates

Laura Quink of Leicester 
has earned a Master of 
Science degree in Physician 
Assistant from Springfield 
College for studies completed 
in 2020.

Jane Campion of Leicester 
has earned a Master of Social 
Work degree in Social Work 
from Springfield College for 
studies completed in 2020.

Corinne Delaney of West 
Brookfield has earned a 
Master of Social Work 
degree in Social Work from 
Springfield College for stud-
ies completed in 2020.

Spenser Tarentino of 
Leicester has earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Sport Management from 
Springfield College for stud-
ies completed in 2020.

Springfield College salut-
ed the Class of 2020 with an 
official Class of  2020 web 
page  that included a special 
message from Springfield 
College President Mary-Beth 
Cooper.

On the  Class of 2020 page, 
individuals can submit a 
message to the Class of 2020, 
Class of 2020 members can 
submit a short video high-
lighting their experiences at 
the college, viewers can take 
a look back at some events 
that welcomed the Class of 
2020 to the campus, individ-
uals can view recaps of the 
virtual senior week events, 
and viewers can find all the 
names of the Class of 2020 
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Say it in  
living color!
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Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, Crooked Creek Farm 
sells local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages  
you can do so by Email or by Phone. Visit our website for cuts and prices.

CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: CrookedCreekMA@Gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Now Offering 
CSA Packages!
Please call for full details.

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

508-347-9017

Please contact Julie Stapleton at: (508) 867-0626 
or email your resume to 

JStapleton@QOTCMA.com

Start your Season off right – Come work for us!
We are a DEFICIENCY FREE  

Community Facility
 We offer Great Benefits!

Health and Dental  •  Flexible schedules  

We are looking for CNAs and Nurses  
to come join our team!

Looking for a new Career? 
For a limited time we have CNA scholarships  

available to the right applicants. 
Please inquire for further information.

	New Higher Sign-on Bonus
 New Higher Referral Bonus

Dive Into A New Career at

Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

47 East Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585

WE ARE CURRENTLY HIRING!
FT 7a-7p Nurse
FT 3p-11p Nurse
FT 7p-7a Nurse
FT 3p-11p CNAs

FT 11p-7a CNAs
PT Dietary Aide
PT Housekeeping

Limited Time Increased Bonuses
FT Nurse sign on bonus – 5k
FT CNA Sign on bonus -  3k

Referral Bonus – 3k
We also have a sign-on bonus for part-time staff!  

Inquire for more information.

General Family 
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• Same Day Crowns
• Cone Beam CT 3D X-Ray
• Computer Guided Implant Surgery
• Six Month Smiles - Clear Braces
• Veneers
• Dentures
• And More

For more information 
follow us on

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
824 Southbridge St., Auburn MA
(508) 832-8826

www.SteadfastFamilyDental.com
Dr. Benjamin Tubo

—  F A M I L Y  D E N T A L  —

SALES & 
SERVICEANGELO’S AUTO

Credit Doesn’t Matter: Slow Credit, 
Bad Credit, No Credit!

Requirements $400 per week gross income.  

All prices includes warranty.

ALL PURCHASED CARS COMES WITH  

FREE OIL CHANGES FOR 1 YEAR!

823 Southbridge Street 
Auburn , MA

508-832-2866 
 www.angelosautos.com

Oil Change Special
See Dealer For Details

Expires 7/31/20

$1799
+Tax

GOT A JOB? GET A CAR!
2008 Honda Accord 2011 Ram Dakota 2011 Ford Fusion 2011 Chevrolet Suburban

2012 Ford Escape 2012 Chrysler Town & Country 2014 Nissan Rogue 2014 Chevrolet Equinox

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com

graduates.
Springfield College is an indepen-

dent, nonprofit, coeducational institu-
tion founded in 1885. Approximately 
4,100 students, including 2,500 full-time 
undergraduate students, study at its 
main campus in Springfield, Mass., 
and at its regional campuses across the 
country. Springfield College inspires 
students through the guiding principles 
of its Humanics philosophy - educating 
in spirit, mind, and body for leadership 
in service to others.

Local students named to 
President’s List at Western 
New England University

SPRINGFIELD —  Western New 
England University congratulates more 
than 700 students named to the Spring 
Semester 2020 President’s List.

The following students are named 
to the President’s List for achieving a 
semester grade point average of 3.80 or 
higher.

Erin Butts of Brookfield is graduating 
with a BS in Actuarial Science.

Kayla Bolduc of Leicester is graduat-
ing with a BS in Health Sciences.

Collin Winkelmann of Spencer is pur-
suing a BS in Computer Science.

Shaylah Dorman of West Brookfield 
is pursuing a BS in Health Sciences.

Brianna Niedzialkoski of West 
Brookfield is pursuing a BA in 
Psychology.

Having just celebrated its Centennial, 
Western New England University is 
a private, independent, coeducation-
al institution. Located on an attrac-
tive 215-acre suburban campus in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, Western 
New England serves 3,825 students, 
including 2,580 full-time undergradu-
ate students. Undergraduate, graduate, 
and professional programs are offered 
through Colleges of Arts and Sciences, 
Business, Engineering, Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences, and the School of Law.   
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