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LEICESTER — Students and staff from 
Leicester High School’s Career Technical 
Education (CTE), Innovation Pathway 
programs and Performing Arts played 
an important role in this year’s Leicester 
Harvest Fair, demonstrating their skills, 
connecting with community members, and 
giving back to one of Leicester’s favorite 
annual events.

Students and teachers from every CTE 
and Innovation program at Leicester High 
School participated in some way, providing 
what Vocational Director William May 
described as “100 percent involvement” 
across the school’s CTE programs.

The Hospitality Program, led by Natalie 

Rodriguez, was among the first to arrive 
at the fairgrounds. Students and staff set 
up early and served hot and flavored iced 
coffees and specialty drinks to vendors pre-
paring for the event as well as community 
members attending the Harvest Fair.

Rodriguez said the event gave her stu-
dents an opportunity to put their natural 
strengths into practice.

“The Harvest Fair gave our students the 
opportunity to bring their natural hospi-
tality skills to life,” Rodriguez said. “The 
talent, creativity, and ability to connect with 
people were already within them. I simply 
helped them recognize those strengths and 
put them into action. I was incredibly proud 

of their teamwork, confidence, and profes-
sionalism.”

The Culinary Arts Program, working 
with teacher and Chef Andrew Aucoin and 
Wolverine Grill Manager Steve Dahlgren, 
served another popular fair favorite: fresh 
corn on the cob. Students prepared and 
served three different varieties of corn 
while also making hot apple cider and 
pumpkin rolls.

For Aucoin, the Harvest Fair was a 
perfect example of how hands-on learning 
prepares students for real-world experi-
ences.

East Brookfield 
Library plans 

two-week Ghost 
Craft program
EAST BROOKFIELD —  The East 

Brookfield Public Library is getting into the 
Halloween spirit with a two-part Ghost Craft 
Program planned for October.

Adults are invited to visit the library and cre-
ate their own centerpiece ghost display during 
sessions scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 8, at 4 
p.m. and Thursday, Oct. 15, at 3:30 p.m.

The craft is designed as a two-week project, 
with participants working on their displays 
during both sessions. Because the project 
requires both programs to complete, partic-
ipants must be available to attend on both 
dates.

The program is open to all adults, but 
advance registration is required.

The Ghost Craft Program is among the sea-
sonal activities offered by the East Brookfield 
Public Library and gives local residents an 
opportunity to create a Halloween decoration 
of their own while spending time with others 
in the community.

Those interested in participating should con-
tact the East Brookfield Public Library to sign 
up for the program.

SPENCER —  Spencer residents will 
have several important civic dates to keep 
in mind this fall, with in-person early vot-
ing beginning in October, the state election 
scheduled for Nov. 3 and a Special Town 
Meeting following two days later.

The Town of Spencer has announced 

that in-person early voting for the 2026 
state election will begin Saturday, Oct. 17, 
and continue through Thursday, Oct. 29.

Early voting will take place at Spencer 
Town Hall, 157 Main St. The hours will 
vary during the early voting period, and 
residents are encouraged to consult the 

town’s website for the complete schedule 
before heading to Town Hall.

The early voting period gives registered 
voters an opportunity to cast their ballots 

Courtesy

Last week, the Spencer Police Department said goodbye to Chief Michael Befford as he 
retired after a distinguished career in law enforcement. Befford came to the Spencer Police 
Department in 1998 as a Sergeant, and has spent the years since serving in leadership roles 
within the department. He later became a Lieutenant and ultimately Chief of Police, dedicat-
ing nearly three decades to the officers, staff, and community he served. Throughout those 
years, he has been a part of many changes and milestones within the department and has 
had the opportunity to work alongside countless members of the Spencer Police Department, 
other agencies, town employees, and members of the community. The department thanks 
Chief Befford for his years of service, leadership, dedication, and commitment to the Town of 
Spencer. Photo courtesy of the department’s Facebook page.

Spencer to 
review 

government 
format 

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER —  The Town of Spencer 
will examine its government format for the 
first time in nearly 30 years, possibly con-
sidering embracing a town charter system 
rather than a legislative act.

The Town of Spencer Act Establishing 
a Board of Selectmen, also known as the 
Spencer Governmental Act, was approved 
by the state legislature in 1998, and has 
not been altered since. The act established 
Spencer’s current government format with 
an elected Board of Selectmen. A hired 
Town Administrator serves as the man-
ager of the town and its various depart-
ments. Spencer is one of the few remaining 
municipalities in the commonwealth with 
a government established by legislative act 
rather than a town charter.

Spencer Board of Selectmen Chair Gary 
Woodbury said he had a conversation 
with Town Administrator Jeff Bridges who 
agreed it’s time for a long-overdue review.

“We thought it should be looked at 

LHS CTE, Innovation Pathway, and Performing 
Arts students make an impact at Harvest Fair

Spencer announces early voting, state 
election and Special Town Meeting dates

Turn To FORMAT page  A10

Turn To VOTING page  A10

Turn To FAIR page  A10
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Ware Comedy Show 
returns to Workshop13

WARE — Workshop13 is excited to announce the return of Ware Comedy Show, a 
Colorblindguy comedy event. This 21+ show takes place at 13 Church St., Ware, on 
Saturday, Sept. 26. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the performance begins at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are available for $20 thanks to the support of the Ware Cultural Council and can be pur-
chased in advance at www.workshop13.org. Comedy fans can expect a night filled with 
original material, quick wit, and memorable performances.

Returning as host is Boston Comedy Festival winner Dan Boulger. Dan headlined last 
year’s Ware Comedy Show and left audiences thoroughly impressed with his relaxed 
delivery, sharp observations, and polished stage presence. His ability to make comedy look 
effortless is a testament to his skill and experience.

Headlining this year’s show is Jake Silberman, a nationally touring comedian whose 
sharp wit, unique perspective, and exceptional crowd work have made him a favorite with 
audiences across the country. Jake’s ability to find humor in everyday life and connect with 
a crowd ensures a performance that is both intelligent and hilarious.

The opening acts are equally impressive. Avery Quinn has headlined venues throughout 
New England and regularly performs at the Comix stage at Mohegan Sun. His animated 
style and commanding presence immediately capture an audience’s attention. Joining him 
is Hilary Price, known for her offbeat sense of humor, originality, and relatable storytell-
ing. Her thoughtful, clever material consistently earns big laughs while giving audiences 
something to think about.

Together, these performers create a lineup loaded with talent, originality, and the creative 
material that defines great stand-up comedy. 

About Workshop13
Workshop13 is a dynamic center where arts, culture, and community converge—

expanding access to the arts and nurturing creativity and self-expression in our rural region.  
For more information visit workshop13.org, or call 413-277-6072.

Leicester Public Library 
hosting annual Craft Swap
LEICESTER — If you are interested in most any kind of craft, it’s worth your while to 

stop in at the annual Craft Swap at the Leicester Public Library, 1136 Main St. in Leicester, 
on Oct. 1, 2, and 3 during regular library hours!

“Our Craft Swaps have been very popular events!” Library Director Suzanne Finstad 
Hall exclaims. “Every time we hold the Craft Swap, the response has been awesome, with 
many area crafters and people interested in starting a particular craft coming to the library 
and finding materials they can use or bringing items they no longer need to give to neigh-
bors who share their interests.”

“You don’t need to have anything to swap,” Hall explains. “Anyone is welcome to come 
and browse through all the items we’ll have and pick out items needed to work on whatever 
you may be working on or try something new.”  

No donation is required to participate.
Every year attendees will find a wide variety of items, including paint, pencils, markers, 

brushes, art paper, sewing fabric, ribbon, yarn, felt, buttons, beads, jewelry making sup-
plies, craft tools, kits, books, and more!

If you have items to swap / contribute to the Craft Swap, please bring them to the library 
anytime the library is open prior to the Swap or that day.  

“We are fortunate to have a large number of people engaged in a variety of crafts, which 
means there are real-
ly a lot of items here 
to be found!” Hall 
continues.  

Contact the 
Leicester Library if 
you have any ques-
tions.  

EAST BROOKFIELD — Local 
artisans and craftspeople will 
have an opportunity to showcase 
their work this fall when the East 
Brookfield Public Library hosts its 
Annual Craft Fair.

The fair will be held Saturday, 
Oct. 17, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and will feature handcrafted items.

Library organizers are empha-
sizing that participating vendors 
must offer items that are genuine-
ly handmade. Products must be 
completely handcrafted rather than 

commercially produced items that 
have been modified with a small 
number of handmade additions.

Prospective vendors will be 
required to have their work 
reviewed before participating in the 
fair. Those interested may email 
photographs of their handcrafted 
items to cmacmaster@cwmars.org. 
Artisans may also bring one or 
two samples of their work to the 
East Brookfield Public Library for 
review.

The review process is intended 

to ensure that the annual event 
remains focused specifically on 
handcrafted goods and the work of 
participating artisans.

The Annual Craft Fair will take 
place Saturday, Oct. 17, from 9:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the East Brookfield 
Public Library.

Anyone interested in partici-
pating as a vendor should submit 
photographs by email or visit the 
library with samples of their work 
for consideration.

Real Estate

Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
None

EAST BROOKFIELD
$260,000, 355 Howe St, King, 

Patricia A, to Lashaway Holdings LLC. 
LEICESTER
$680,000, 6 Pond Ct, Hair, Renee 

M, to Amoakohene, Stefany, and 
Amoakohene, Kwaku.

$439,900, 18 Carleton Rd, Geldart, 
Brandyn, and Geldart, Elizabeth, to 
Soden, Stephanie.

$430,000, 11 King St Ext, Greenleaf 
Ft, and Fay, Carol A, to Mastrorio, 
Joseph, and Mastrorio, Meaghan E.

$350,000, 73 Sargent St, Daley 2nd 
John F Est, and Macdonnell, Meghan 
P, to Aguilar, Leonel, and Caraballo, 
Kyanisse.

$250,000, 82 Waite St, Fish, Joseph 
R, to Andrade, Robert.

$15,000, 165 Chapel St, Barrows, 
Christopher L, to Miller, Richard Fay, 
and Miller, Sandra Louise.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
None

 SPENCER
$500,000, 2 Church St, Cruz, Jorge 

Luis Dela, and Lazala, Linet Sanchez, 
to Lopez, Diego E, and Umana, Jenifer 
L.

$355,000, 20 Bell St, Michael J 
Coffey Ret, and Coffey, Michael J, to 
Guardado, Christian Joel.

$275,000, 17 Bixby Rd #5, 17 Bixby 
Rd T, and Goodrich Mtn Land LLC, 
to Gazaille, Andre, and Gazaille, Mary 
Ellen.

$200,000, 41 Sherman Grv, Benoit 
Jr, Richard A, to Staruk, William, and 
Staruk, Maribeth.

$150,000, 97 Smithville Rd, Laliberte, 
Anne L, to Matte, Daniel.

$95,000, 4 I Capen Rd, Hansen, 
Krystal L, and Hansen, Christopher, to 
Ferreira, Carrie, and Ferreira, Jason.

WARREN
$654,900, 345 Bragg Rd, 

Czaporowski, Richard J, and 
Czaporowski, Darleen M, to Balistreri, 
Joseph D, and Balistreri, Danielle C.

$512,000, 95 Town Farm Rd, 
Fountain & Sons Const Co, to Rubel, 
Kaitlin C.

$292,000, 59 School St, Lamb 
Marilyn L Est, and Lamb, Michael, to 
Floury, Audra.

$21,000, High St, Regan, Joshua 
Paul, to Lone Oak Enterprises LLC.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$622,222, 17 Moorings Way, Roger 

E Caron Retrut, and Caron, Roger E, 
to Gregory P Cusson Lt, and Cusson, 
Gregory P.

East Brookfield library seeks 
vendors for annual craft fair

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

Weekly Police 
Blotter

Spencer
The Spencer Police Department reported the following arrests 

during the week of Sept. 9-16.
Wallace E. Kittredge, Jr., age 58, of North Brookfield was arrested 

on Sept. 14 for Cruelty To an Animal and multiple counts of Assault 
with a Dangerous Weapon.

Leicester
The Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests 

during the week of Sept. 10-16.
Joao M. Gomes, age 49, of Brockton was arrested on Sept. 11 for 

Trespassing and Misdemeanor Breaking & Entering.
An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication 

received a summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 12 for Violation of an 
Abuse Prevention Order.

Moriah Washington, age 34, of Worcester was arrested on Sept. 
15 in connection with a warrant issued by Worcester District Court.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication 
received a summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 15 for driving at a rate 
of speed exceeding the posted limit and Operating a Motor Vehicle 
after suspension of license.
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Girl Scout Troop welcomes new members 
 
SPENCER —  Girls entering grades Kindergarten and 1 in the fall are invited to 

join Troop 65501.The troop meets in Spencer every other Sunday, 4:30-5:45 p.m. Girl 
membership registration fee is $111, and is active until September 30, 2027. Financial 
Assistance is available.  

  Girl Scouts is the premier organization for girls to learn about leadership, financial 
literacy, life skills, the outdoors, community service, science and technology. Girl Scout 
programming is customizable for all types of learners! Previous Girl Scout experience is 
not necessary. 

  You can register for a spot in the troop at  https://go.gscwm.org/troop65501. 
Questions? E-mail info@gscwm.org or call 508-365-0115.

            
About Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts 
 Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts serves nearly 6,000 girls in grades K 

through 12 with the strong support of over 2,500 adult volunteers in 186 towns and cities 
in central and western Massachusetts. The Girl Scout program allows girls to discover the 
fun, friendship, and power of girls together while building their personal leadership qual-
ities. GSCWM sup-
ports girls by giving 
them extraordinary 
opportunities to 
explore, experience, 
and learn about their 
world and helps girls 
recognize that they 
are vital members of 
their communities.

SPENCER —  The Gaudette Kirk Post 
138 American Legion Spencer invites 
golfers, sponsors, and community mem-
bers to participate in its Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament on Saturday, Sept. 26, at 
Heritage Country Club. This annual event 
combines a day of golf, fellowship, and 
giving back, with all proceeds supporting 
veterans in need.

The mission of the Gaudette Kirk Post 
138 Charity Golf Tournament is to help 
veterans by preventing hunger, homeless-
ness, and the lack of life’s basic necessi-
ties. Funds raised through the tournament 
provide direct assistance to local veterans 
and their families, ensuring those who have 
served our country receive support during 
difficult times.

Golfers of all skill levels are welcome 
to participate in the 18-hole scramble. The 
tournament fee is $115 per golfer, which 
includes 18 holes of golf with a cart, a light 
lunch at Heritage Country Club, and dinner 

at the Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American 
Legion following the tournament. The day 
will also feature on-course contests, raffles, 
prizes, and awards.

Businesses and organizations are encour-
aged to become sponsors, while individuals 
and foursomes are invited to register early 
and help make a difference in the lives of 
local veterans.

For registration, sponsorship opportu-
nities, or additional information, please 
contact Carol by phone at 774-454-0366 
or e-mail post138spencerma@gmail.com.

About Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American 
Legion

Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American Legion 
is committed to serving veterans, support-
ing military families, promoting patriotism, 
and strengthening the local community. 
Through its annual charity golf tourna-
ment and other fundraising efforts, the Post 
provides direct assistance to veterans by 
helping prevent hunger, homelessness, and 

the lack of basic necessities, honoring the 
service and sacrifice of those who have 
served our nation.

j j j j j j

Michael, who prefers 
to be called Mikey, is a 
bright, friendly, and lov-
able young man with 
a wonderful sense of 
humor. He has a warm 
and joyful personality 
that can light up a room, 
and his smile and laugh-
ter are truly contagious. 
Mikey has a natural 
ability to make others 
laugh and connect with 
the people around him. 
Mikey is very curious and 
loves asking questions 
when there is something 
he doesn’t understand. 
He is an avid reader, es-

pecially enjoying book series that allow him to get immersed in different 
stories and adventures. He is currently in 8th grade and is a bright and 
capable student, though he may occasionally need some support staying 
focused on his schoolwork. Mikey also has a creative and adventurous side. 
He is a great dancer, although he can be a little self-conscious when others 
are watching, and he is learning to play the guitar. He recently played on 
a football team and absolutely loved it, proving to be an excellent player. 
When he’s not playing sports, Mikey enjoys fishing, hiking, camping, and 
spending time outdoors. With his curiosity, sense of humor, and infectious 
personality, Mikey is a wonderful young man who is sure to bring joy to 
those around him. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22549117966 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.          

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.          

Michael 
Age 14 

Registration #6309 

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 9/25 & SATURDAY 9/26

ROASTED 
DUCK 

AFTER 5PM

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Meet Jessie!  
Animal ID 61594241 
Species Dog 
Breed Chihuahua, Short 
Coat/Mix 
Age 12 years 1 month  
Gender Female 
Size Small 
Color Beige 
Spayed/Neutered  
Declawed No 

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 

 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding
 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery

Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)
 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)

• Pharmacy
• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin

• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

Spencer American Legion Charity Golf 
Tournament set for Sept. 26 

       SPENCER — The larg-
est grassroots cultural fund-
ing network in the nation, the 
Local Cultural Council (LCC) 
Program enriches the cultural 
life of all cities and towns in 
Massachusetts. Led by munic-
ipally appointed volunteers, 
LCCs award $6.6 million every 
year, supporting 7,400 cultural 
programs that include every-
thing from field trips to lec-
tures, festivals, and dance per-
formances. 

         The Spencer Cultural 
Council grant cycle is now 
open (closes Oct. 15).   This 
is a very easy grant to apply 
for.  Grants are awarded/denied 
by Jan. 1.   The grants need 
to be completed by Dec. 31, 
2027.   Grants are reimbursed 
to grantees when paperwork 

is submitted after the program.  
For questions, contact Denise 
at dfarmosa@cwmars.org.  The 
online application can be found 
at  https://massculturalcouncil.
org/communities/local-cultur-
al-council-program/applica-
tion-process/.

         Who is eligible to apply 
for an LCC grant?

·         Applicants must reside 
or be located in Massachusetts. 
Local Cultural Councils may 
accept applications from any-
one included in the list below:

·         Individuals. Individual 
applicants must show that a 
public benefit results from 
the project for which they are 
applying.

·                  Incorporated private 
nonprofit organizations.

·         Unincorporated associ-

ations that can establish a non-
profit objective.

·         For-profit organizations 
whose application demon-
strates public benefit.

·         A group of individuals 
coming together with a com-
mon purpose (e.g., local com-
munity band, theater group) 
that do not have nonprofit sta-
tus.

·         Public schools, librar-
ies, other municipal agencies, 
and the Local Cultural Council 
itself.

·                 Religious organiza-
tions. Religious organizations 
or groups with a religious affil-
iation are eligible to apply for 
funding for a project or pro-
gram that: Is available to the 
general public.  Has the purpose 
of benefiting the public, not the 

religious organization.   LCCs 
cannot fund activities that are 
“inherently religious” such as 
religious worship, instruction, 
and proselytization.

         The Mass Cultural 
Council is extremely appre-
ciative of the efforts made by 
Local Cultural Council mem-
bers in ensuring public access 
to culture in our communities. 
LCCs and their grant recipients 
are vital partners in our attempt 
to raise awareness about public 
funding for arts and culture 
in Massachusetts, both in the 
Legislature and with the public.  
The Spencer Cultural Council 
is a local agency funded by 
Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

Spencer Cultural Council now 
accepting applications!
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If you’re planning to retire within the 
next few years — or you’ve recently retired 
— market volatility may feel especially 
unsettling. After years of saving and plan-
ning, you’re now entering a stage where 
your portfolio may shift from growth to 
providing income. The five-year window 
before and after your retirement date is 
especially critical — when market down-

turns can have an outsized impact on your 
long-term financial security.

While you can’t control the markets, 
there are meaningful steps you can take to 
“stress-test” your retirement income, so it 
is not consumed entirely by market drops 
before you stop working.

Explore your short- and medium-term 
income needs. One of the most important 
steps to take is to understand how much 
of your portfolio you’ll need to rely on for 
income. It depends on your other income 
sources such as Social Security, IRAs, 
401ks, pensions and wages if you work 
in retirement. You›ll want to avoid taking 
too much from your portfolio in response 
to a decline because that could increase 
the likelihood that your money may not 
last through retirement. A financial advisor 
can help you determine your threshold 
for monthly withdrawals, based on your 
income needs, long-term outlook, inflation, 
and risk tolerance.

Review your emergency fund. Are you 
able to set aside at least three to six months’ 
worth of essential expenses in cash or very 
low-risk investments? That could allow 
you to avoid digging too deeply into your 
portfolio or selling stocks or other volatile 
assets at a loss if the market drops. The 
income bridge from an emergency fund 
gives your longer-term investments time to 
recover and can reduce stress during down 
markets. You may even find you want more 
than six months in this fund to help weather 
emergencies, depending on your risk and 
your comfort level.

Review your mix. As you approach or 
begin retirement, does your portfolio reflect 
your need for stability and income? You 
may need to reduce exposure to riskier 
assets such as stocks and increase holdings 
in more stable ones, like bonds or cash 
equivalents. Your ideal allocation depends 
on your risk tolerance, spending needs, and 
other income sources. The goal is to shield 
your savings from major losses just as you 
begin drawing from them.

Consider market swings. If the value of 
your portfolio dropped 20% tomorrow and 
stayed there for a period, would you need to 
change your lifestyle or spending immedi-
ately? Would you need to go back to work? 
If your answer is yes, revisit your asset 
allocation or spending plan. A more conser-
vative approach may offer less upside but 
can provide greater confidence during the 
early years of retirement.

Assess your spending.  Even small bud-
get adjustments can make a big difference, 
especially early in retirement. Do you need 
to consider postponing a major purchase or 
trimming discretionary spending? If you’re 
still working, directing extra income into 
savings can help build a cushion. If you’re 
already retired, keeping withdrawals as low 
as possible during market downturns can 
help support long-term sustainability.

Stay grounded — and get support. Market 
swings are inevitable, but emotional reac-
tions and risky investing can lead to costly 
mistakes. Don’t abandon your investment 
strategy. Instead, focus on what you can 
control: your asset mix, spending, and 
flexibility. A financial advisor can help you 
stress-test your retirement plan, evaluate 
your options and stay focused on your long-
term goals — even when the markets are 
anything but steady.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Stress-test your 
retirement 
portfolio in 

volatile markets
When the classroom 
meets the community

There is a significant difference between 
learning how to do something and discov-
ering that what you have learned has value 
to someone else.

Students from Leicester High School had 
an opportunity to experience that distinc-
tion during this year’s Leicester Harvest 
Fair. They were not there merely as specta-
tors. Students from every Career Technical 
Education and Innovation Pathway pro-
gram participated in some fashion, along-
side members of the high school’s perform-
ing arts program. They served coffee. They 
prepared food. They painted faces. They 
talked about health assisting and electrical 
careers. They helped set up a tent. They 
sold products they had designed and manu-
factured. They performed music. 

In other words, they worked. That may 
be one of the most valuable aspects of 
career and technical education.

A classroom can teach a culinary student 
how to prepare food, but serving custom-
ers at a busy community event introduces 
another set of lessons. Students have to 
communicate, manage money, work togeth-
er and solve problems when something 
does not go according to plan.

Engineering students can design and 
manufacture a product at school. Putting 
that product in front of a customer introduc-
es them to marketing, sales and the some-
times intimidating experience of asking 
someone else to place a value on their work.

Students studying early education can 
learn techniques for working with children. 
Sitting across from a youngster waiting 
excitedly for face paint or a temporary tat-
too gives those lessons an entirely different 
dimension.

The Harvest Fair also gave Leicester res-
idents something valuable: a chance to see 
what is happening inside their high school.

Career and technical education has 
become an increasingly visible part of 
Leicester High School. The fair allowed 
residents to speak directly with teachers and 
students about programs including hospital-
ity, culinary arts, health assisting, early edu-
cation and care, electrical, building property 
and maintenance, and engineering. Those 
conversations matter.

Public education belongs to the commu-
nity, but much of the actual work of educa-
tion happens beyond public view. Residents 
see budgets, School Committee meetings 
and graduation ceremonies. They do not 
always get to see students mastering a trade, 
designing a product, preparing for a career 
or gaining the confidence that comes from 
discovering they are good at something. 
The Harvest Fair brought some of that work 
into public view.

It also demonstrated why community 
events remain important in a town like 
Leicester. A harvest fair may be built around 
food, entertainment, vendors and tradition, 
but its larger value comes from bring-
ing together people and organizations that 
might otherwise travel in separate circles.

Students met residents. Teachers 
explained their programs. School and town 
officials answered questions. Young musi-
cians performed before audiences outside 
their school. Vendors received help setting 
up. Children encountered high school stu-
dents serving as positive representatives of 
their community. 

The relationship worked in both direc-
tions. Leicester High School contributed 
to the Harvest Fair, and the Harvest Fair 
became an extension of Leicester High 
School’s classrooms. That is the sort of 
partnership worth cultivating.

Career preparation is obviously about 
helping young people develop skills that 
can lead to employment, further education 
and independence. But the best programs 
can accomplish something more. They can 
show students that their skills have a place 
in the community around them.

A cup of coffee, an ear of corn, a 
3D-printed keychain or a song performed 
in front of Town Hall may seem like small 
things.

For a student learning to turn knowledge 
into ability, and ability into service, they 
can represent something much larger.

The Harvest Fair offered Leicester res-
idents a glimpse of what its students are 
learning. More importantly, it gave those 
students an opportunity to discover what 
they can contribute.

Letters to the Editor
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Brendan Berube
Editor To the Editor:

I have witnessed a lifetime of mem-
ories.   My grandmother saw the end 
of horse and buggy travel, electricity 
telephones, radio and television, air con-
ditioning and supermarkets.   I have seen 
magnificent automobiles through years 
of evolution, phones wired to the wall, 
give way to a computer in your pocket 
that does more than my first two desktop 
PCs. I watched the first moon landing, 
and have seen technology advance from 
mind boggling to a concern, that even if 
we do not get to the “Terminator” level of 
AI management, there can be no question 
that control in the hands of a bad actor, is 
more than scary.

While I am in full agreement with KK’s 
environmental concerns, and the fact that 
“Drill, baby, drill” Captain Bone Spurs 
has set us back beyond our ability to 
ever fully recover, make no mistake, this 
year’s temperature average will exceed 
last year’s. 

Our nation, which is only 4 percent of 
the world’s population, will contribute 
at least 16 percent of its  air pollution.  
Trump literally paid off a company build-
ing a wind farm, off our west coast, to 
stop. He also halted the nearly completed 
northern bridge, so his major contributor 
can keep the funds flowing to him.   Not 
only is he responsible for a third of our 
deficit and counting, but his personal net 
worth and each family member, has seen 
their net worth triple.

Although the presidential Oath of 
Office, was for the first time ever, not 
sworn on a bible, it is to preserve, protect 
and defend the constitution. It is not to 
tear down public property and build mon-
uments to yourself.  Washington, Lincoln 
and Jefferson, all have memorials they 
did not build. God knows what makes 
you think yourself more worthy than 
they? The Kennedy Center is named for 
an assassinated president. Could be a path 

for others.
Just a bit over 250 years ago, we stood 

up to the most powerful empire in the 
world, and let them know that our freedom 
and liberty, were worth dying to obtain. 
Our current “King” has lost many of his 
crushing edicts in the courts.   I hope the 
polls where we fully expect to see masked 
thugs, will find many of us “standing out” 
even if we have already mailed our ballot 
as the court has affirmed.  If able, it would 
be my suggestion where long lines and 
intimidation is likely. There should be a 
law that requires voters will get to do so in 
a reasonable time or more polling places 
must be provided.

It is unclear whether suppressing voters 
is so they won’t need to “ find 11,780” 
votes, or they will seek to illegally seize 
ballots,  basically  to use the Stalin pro-
gram, where it matters not who votes or 
how, only who counts the votes. On that 
note, I would love to hear how Elon deliv-
ered the last election.

If we do not “need” foreign oil., but are 
getting much from Venezuela, I have to 
assume our radically increased pricing is 
just to not anger those whose oil supply, 
we have effectively cut off. I expect this 
is a giant windfall for the oil companies 
of the USA, and the gauging is likely 
popular with billionaire investors, not 
those maxing their credit cards to buy gas 
to get to work. 

You were warned what electing a felon 
would bring.   He hated who you hated. 
Congrats, you got rid of the employed 
illegals, paying billions into Social 
Security, they cannot collect. You are 
spending billions more on tugs and pris-
ons. That said, this somewhat resembles 
what you were promised. What doesn’t is 
the no end in sight Iran war, crazy price 
increases across the board, and a master 
at bankruptcy with an open ended credit 
card. We have arrived.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

Where have we arrived?

To the Editor:

Our state, with all its faults, ranks as one 
of the best in the United States. Likewise, 
if it were a country, it would stand one of 
the best in the world. This remains true, 
despite the current President’s ongoing 
efforts to damage our economy, insti-
tutions and we, the people. No John or 
John Quincy Adams, Kennedy, or H.W. 
Bush is he.

Each election year Massachusetts 
allows, even encourages  our  people and 
interest groups  to put questions on the 
ballot for “we the people” to decide  on.   

This year, we have eight questions to 
vote on. 

For your consideration, my sugges-
tions.

Ballot question 1:  Expanding the 
Public Records Law 

My Suggestion “A Yes vote would 
make most records held by Legislature 
and the Office of the Governor public 
records under the Massachusetts Public 
Records Law.”

My Suggestion: our Democratic con-
trolled state legislature ranks as one of 
the least transparent in the United States 
and the Office of the Governor serves as 
no shining light. Our elected, courageous 
and very experienced State Auditor Diana 
DIZoglio, wants to open these records so 
all can see. 

Ballot Question 2: Collective 
Bargaining for CPCS employees

My Suggestion: A Yes vote would spec-
ify that Committee for Public Counsel 
Services employees (public service law-
yers who provide legal assistance for 
those that cannot afford to pay a lawyer) 
may form a union to collectively bargain 
with their employer (the way police and 
teachers can). 

Ballot Question 3: The proposed law 
would eliminate political party primaries 
for state elections and instead establish 
a system where there would be a single 
all party primary in which all candidates, 
regardless of their political affiliation, 
would be listed on the ballot and voters 
could vote for any candidate on the ballot. 
The two candidates receiving the most 

votes in the primary would advance to the 
general election ballot.

My Suggestion: A Yes vote would 
eliminate separate party primaries and 
have an open primary where the two can-
didates receiving the most votes would 
run against one another. Some other states 
do this. I think Massachusetts should also 
do this because Democratic insiders, not 
we the people, mainly control who gets 
elected.  

Ballot Question 4: Election Day reg-
istration

My Suggestion: A Yes vote would per-
mit eligible citizens to register to vote or 
so update their voter registration at their 
polling place on election day.  This per-
mission exists in all other New England 
states, gives more citizens the opportunity 
to vote.  Also, because it requires proof of 
residence and signing of an oath backed 
by felony conviction- security against 
illegal voters. 

Ballot Question 5: State Revenue Limit 
and Rebate 

My Suggestion: A No vote would make 
no changes in the law relative to state  
revenue collection. Briefly, by reducing 
state revenue collection, it would benefit 
millionaires cause property taxes to rise 
and reduce funding for public, safety, 
education,  health care, affordable hous-
ing, road maintenance, etc.

Ballot Question 6: Natural Resource 
Conservation Fund

A divided “No vote.”  A good idea, but 
bad taxation logic

Ballot Question 7: Single Family 
homes. Briefly, the proposed law would 
allow. with oversight,   for the building 
of smaller  sized and lot single family 
homes ( like for example, many on the 
new and old Route 56 between that town 
and Rochdale

A Fully Supported Yes vote
Ballot Question: Prohibit Retail Sale of 

Adult Recreational Use Marijuana 
A No vote I far from recommend its’ 

use, but with guardrails, feel it’s an indi-
vidual’s  choice  like alcoholic drinks.

Kevin Kane
Spencer

2026 state election ballot question suggestions

Editorial

Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a daytime phone 
number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for publication. Only 
the author’s name and the town in which they reside will be published. Letters sub-
mitted without all of the required information will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission satisfies 
our requirements and decency standards, and any submission may be rejected at any 
time for any reason he or she might deem appropriate.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER   5 Friday, September 25, 2026

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree              Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• 60 ton Crane
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Log Length Firewood
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
• Hazardous Tree Removal

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

The chair that 
knows summer 

is over
There is a chair sitting in my 

backyard that knows something 
I have been refusing to admit. 
Summer is over.

Technically, I suppose there 
are arguments to be made about 
calendars and equinoxes. I am 
not interested in them. The chair 
has rendered its verdict.

It is one of those outdoor chairs 
that spent most of June, July and 

August getting dragged around the yard. Sometimes 
it was on the patio. Sometimes it migrated under a 
tree. Occasionally it wound up near the grill, where 
I would sit with a cold drink and offer completely 
unnecessary supervision to whatever was cooking.

For three months, that chair had a purpose. Now 
it sits there alone. I walked past it the other morning 
and realized nobody had occupied it in at least two 
weeks.

This is how September works in New England. 
Summer does not really end. We simply stop using 
summer things. Nobody holds a ceremony for the 
garden hose. One day, it is stretched across the lawn 
because the tomatoes need water. A few weeks later, 
it is still lying there, except now you step over it 
and think, “I really ought to put that away.” You 
do not put it away. You simply continue thinking 
about putting it away until sometime in October, 
when the weather forecast contains a word such as 
“freeze,” and suddenly the garden hose becomes an 
emergency.

The same thing happens with the citronella can-
dle. Back in July, that candle was essential equip-
ment. It sat proudly on the table, bravely defending 
civilization from mosquitoes. Now it contains three 
drowned moths, two leaves and approximately half 
an inch of rainwater.

Still, I cannot throw it away. There is wax left. 
That is how they get you.

My wife has begun making subtle observations 
about the collection of summer equipment lingering 
around the house.

“Are you going to put those chairs away?”
Eventually.
“What about the fan in the bedroom?”
Still warm occasionally.
“The cooler?”
Could need it.
“For what?”
You never know.
This is not procrastination. It is seasonal caution.
Anyone who has lived in Massachusetts long 

enough knows that September cannot be trusted. It 
will give you a 48-degree morning, convince you to 
locate a sweatshirt, then produce an afternoon warm 
enough to make you regret every decision you have 
made since breakfast. 

So we hesitate. The window fan stays upstairs. 
The rake comes out, but the lawn mower remains 
ready. There might be a pumpkin on the front steps 
while a beach towel is still hanging in the garage. 
This is the only time of year when the household 
inventory makes absolutely no sense.

Eventually, of course, autumn wins. The chairs 
get folded. The hose gets drained. The grill gets 
used less often. That forgotten bottle of sunscreen 
gets moved somewhere mysterious, where nobody 
will be able to find it next Memorial Day. But I am 
not quite ready yet. The chair can stay out another 
week.

Maybe we’ll get one of those unexpectedly warm 
September afternoons. Maybe I’ll sit outside for a 
while with a cup of coffee and enjoy the yard before 
the leaves really start coming down. Or maybe I 
won’t. Either way, putting the chair away feels a lit-
tle too much like admitting something. And around 
here, summer deserves at least a decent argument 
before we let it go.

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

SPENCER — For the sixth consecu-
tive year, the Exchange Club of Spencer 
will in November announce the recip-
ients of their 18 Under 18 awards to 
those under the age of 18 who reside in 
the towns Spencer or East Brookfield. 
The Exchange Club membership has 
annually been made aware of young 
men and women whose impact on their 
communities may have gone unnoticed. 
They are not necessarily the highest 
academic achievers, star athlete or the 
most popular among their peers. They 
are those unassuming young adults who 
demonstrate attributes of leadership, 
passion, a caring and supportive nature, 
selflessness and citizenship. They are 
making a difference to others and their 

communities.
  The Exchange Club has acknowl-

edged and awarded nearly 100 young 
adults with the 18 Under 18 award over 
the past five years who were nominat-
ed by their teachers, employers, school 
counselors or others who felt they made 
a difference in their communities. Award 
recipients were recognized with citations 
and presented with monetary awards. 
This year’s award ceremony will be held 
during a Worcester Railers game at the 
DCU Center in Worcester on Sunday, 
Nov. 22. 

The Exchange Club membership is 
purposefully invested in the present 
and future of the Spencer and East 
Brookfield communities. They wish 

to highlight the innate talents that our 
youth exhibit unselfishly every day in 
what sometimes seems like the simplest 
of actions of caring and the ability to 
relate to others. They believe that curi-
osity, analytical thinking, dependability 
and a strong work ethic make the great-
est difference where we all live, work 
and play. The club’s vision of the future 
is that these young men and women 
will carry on the Exchange’s mission of 
“Unity for Service.”

Application and nomination forms 
may be accessed on the Facebook pages 
of the Spencer Exchange Club, Spencer 
Bulletin Board or atwww.spencerex-
changeclub.org. Sponsorship forms may 
also be accessed at those locations.

NEW BRAINTREE — A cherished 
autumn celebration will take place on 
Saturday, Oct. 3, as New Braintree hosts 
its 275th anniversary celebration, Olde 
Home Day. Designed to highlight the 
town’s unique heritage and vibrant char-
acter, the daylong festival features a jam-
packed schedule of activities for all ages.

The festivities kick off at 1 p.m. with 
a traditional town parade, leading into a 
diverse

afternoon lineup along the town 
grounds. Highlights include line dancing 
demonstrations led by J.P. Ellory—with 
plenty of audience participation—along-
side performances by the Next Step 
dance group and a wandering clown to 
entertain younger guests. Families can 
also explore a “Touch a Truck” exhibit, 
traditional children’s lawn games, chil-

dren’s obstacle course, as well as a chil-
dren’s scooter/bicycle obstacle course. 
You can take a chance with the New 
Braintree Fire Association’s Duck Race 
as they travel the “river” down Utley 
Road. A bustling Farmers Market will be 
on the grounds showcasing local growers 
and artisans.

Food and drink offerings will highlight 
local favorites. Attendees can visit the 
Beer & Wine tent featuring selections 
from Lost Towns Brewing & Agronomy, 
or grab lunch from local food trucks 
Savage Wraps, and Off the Hook as well 
as some sweet treats from local bakers 
Music and classic festival competitions 
anchor the afternoon. The band Over 
the Hump takes the stage from 2:30 to 
3:30 p.m., coinciding with the popular 
pie-eating contest for children and adults. 

Local bakers are also invited to enter 
their homemade creations into the Apple 
Pie Making Contest to compete for town 
honors. Bring your pies to the New 
Braintree Town Hall from 2 – 3 p.m. 
Judging will begin at 3:30 p.m. Check 
the New Braintree Web site at www.
newbraintreema.us for the contest rules.

As evening approaches, the energy 
picks up with a performance by Disco 
Lemonade from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., cul-
minating in a spectacular evening bon-
fire.

Organizers are encouraging commu-
nity members to get involved to help 
make the event a success. For volunteer 
opportunities, contest entry forms, or 
general information, contact event orga-
nizers at newbraintree275@gmail.com 
or call (413) 537-4813.

WEST BROOKFIELD —  Local 
poets, readers and lovers of the writ-
ten word will have a new opportuni-
ty to share their favorites when the 
Merriam-Gilbert Public Library hosts 
“One Poem,” an open poetry reading 
series beginning in September.

The program is designed to provide 
a welcoming venue for writers to share 
their own poetry while introducing par-
ticipants to the work of other published 
poets.

For each original poem a participant 
reads, organizers ask that the reader 
complement it with a poem by an estab-
lished, published writer. Selections can 
range widely, from Shakespeare and 
Anne Bradstreet to Charles Bukowski, 

William Butler Yeats, Rumi, Adrienne 
Rich and contemporary poets.

Participants do not need to be poets 
themselves. Those without original work 
are welcome to read favorite poems 
by published writers, while community 
members who would rather listen are 
equally encouraged to attend.

Readings will take place in round-rob-
in fashion, with participants sharing no 
more than two poems during each turn. 
The number of opportunities each per-
son has to read will depend upon atten-
dance. Organizers ask participants to 
avoid particularly lengthy selections so 
everyone has an opportunity to take part.

The series is intended to foster a cre-
ative community of writers and readers 

while exposing participants to poets and 
styles they might not otherwise encoun-
ter.

“One Poem” will run from September 
through May, generally on the third 
Thursday of each month from 4 to 
6 p.m. Some dates may be adjusted 
because of holidays.

Programs will be held in the upstairs 
meeting room at the Merriam-Gilbert 
Public Library on Main Street in West 
Brookfield. The meeting room is acces-
sible by elevator.

The series is open to the Central 
Massachusetts community.

“Come: read, listen, learn, savor,” 
organizers invite participants.

Spencer Exchange Club to 
present 18 Under 18 Youth 

Leadership awards

New Braintree prepares to mark 
275th anniversary with Olde Home Day celebration

Open poetry reading series coming to 
Merriam-Gilbert Library

news@stonebridgepress.news
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Burdett’s 
Trash 

Pickup 
LLC

“Why pay more it’s only trash” 
508-612-8093 

burdettstrashpickupllc.com
Family owned/operated 
servicing our community

 for 15+ years - 
Spencer, Leicester,
 Ware, Warren and

 all of the Brookfields. 

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Wednesday price 9/21/26 was $5.75 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Pepperoni
 Pizza 

Sm. $7.99 
Lg. $10.99

Meatball
Sub 

Sm. 8” $6.49 
Lg. 12” $7.49

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Leicester hosts annual 
Harvest Fair

LEICESTER — Leicester held its 26th annual Harvest Fair on Sept. 19, serving as 
the unofficial kickoff of the fall season for the community. The event featured a little bit 
of everything from historical experts showcasing the old practices of production to local 
vendors and artisans providing fun gifts and food options as well as music, games, and 
even local competitions for photography, floral arrangements, grown goods, and more. It 
was a fun filled day with a bit of a fall breeze, perfect for the small-town charm it evokes 
every year.

The American Legion Cherry Valley Post 443 gets busy preparing classic burgers for Leicester’s Harvest Fair patrons.

Jason Bleau

Youngsters took part in a fun fishing game, one of many on the Town Common adding some family 
fun to the Harvest Fair.

One of the centerpieces of the Harvest Fair was the Leicester 
Women’s Club basket raffle which ran throughout the day and 
raised money for their scholarship fund.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMAN
Vice Pres ident

508-769-5007
jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JAMES GLICKMAN
Pr inc ipa l

Listed For Auction

To be Auctioned to the highest bidder.  
Two-Day Auction Starts October 5th, 2026.

For details, go to Crexi.com

Locals submitted everything from home-grown vegetables and fruits to photographs, flower 
arrangements and more to be judges in competition, adding to the small-town flair of Leicester’s 
Harvest Fair.

The Leicester Scout Troop 123 came together to provide some good eats throughout the day with 
baked potatoes as the main dish.

The First Congregational Church of Leicester was a popular stop for visitors looking for some fall 
flavor at their bake sale.

Yankee Notions was the first of several acts that provided musical entertainment throughout the 
day.

A local blacksmith shows off his skills as he creates a new product.

Students of Leicester High School’s Career Technical Education programs were on hand to talk 
about their chosen fields and how the high school helps prepare them for their futures.

Harkening back to the history of the region, local craftsmen and women kept the old ways alive 
showing how things like cloths and shoes were made back in the day.
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SPENCER — The 
Richard Sugden Library 
invites widows to an infor-
mal conversational group. 

“Every ending has a 
beginning.” “He’s in a better 
place.” We’ve heard it all. 
But, we have experienced a 
loss that was unique, equal 
to no other. We’ve also 
experienced love like no 

other. The Widows Group 
(WG) intends to build a 
community of love, sup-
port, patience, and under-
standing. 

Please join us 
Wednesdays (the first and 
third of each month) begin-
ning Sept. 2 from 1 - 2 
p.m. Lifting hearts, one-at-
a-time. September get-to-
gethers will be Sept. 2 and 
16  at the Richard Sugden 
Library, Spencer.

A  Haunted Story Swap 
will be held at the Richard 
Sugden Library on Sept. 10 
from 6 – 7:30 p.m.   Share 
your eerie experience.  
We’re gathering a record 
of otherworldly experienc-
es that  have occurred in 
Spencer and want to hear 
from you!   Our main goal 
is to collect cemetery-based 
accounts, but other stories 
will also be noted after-
wards.  Please join us for this 
exchange of tales  of  trepi-
dation and haunted hap-
penings!  Sponsor: Spencer 
Historical Commission and 
hosted by Prof. Garret D. 
Langlois, Ph.D.

Grow Happiness with 
Wendy O’Leary at the 
Richard Sugden Library, 
Spencer. Adult Happiness 
Club kicks off Sept. 17 from 
1-2 p.m.   Monthly sched-
ule: Oct. 29, Nov. 19, Dec. 
17, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 
18, April 15, May 13,and 
June 17.   The  in-person 
group will have an optional 
activity following the ses-
sion from 2-2:30 p.m. Sign 
up with Wendy O’Leary 

at  woleary25@gmail.
com.  Sponsor: Friends of 
the Library.

Traditional Folk Music in 
the 21st Century will be 
held at the Richard Sugden 
Library on Thursday, Sept. 
17 from 6 – 7 p.m.  Music 
is an essential part of con-
nection.   Derek Piotr, folk-
lorist, performer, and com-
poser shares his Fieldwork 
Archive, featuring more 
than 2,000 recordings 
of “non-singers” poems, 
hymns & songs.   Sponsor: 

Friends of the Library.
Sound Healing experi-

ence at the Richard Sugden 
Library, Spencer.   Immerse 
yourself in therapeutic 
sounds that calm the mind, 
heal the body, and uplift the 
spirit.   Adults are invited 
to join us as Allison, from 
Friendly Ass Farm, leads 
this time of relaxation.  Join 
us on Sept. 23 from 6-7 p.m.  
Tune into wellness. Vibrate 
with Harmony.   Sponsor: 
Friends of the Library.

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to
 its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P3010EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Doreen H Rose
Date of Death:  08/03/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by Susan 
Chabot of Spencer MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .
Susan Chabot of Spencer MA be ap-
pointed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised admin-
istration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/13/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-

pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 15, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
September 25, 2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

26 SM 002948
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Brian A. Woodward 
and to all persons entitled to the ben-

efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq): 
Rocket Mortgage, LLC 
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Spencer, numbered 138 East Charlton 
Road, given by Brian A Woodward 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Fairway Independent Mortgage 
Corporation, dated June 21, 2021, 
and recorded at Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 65477, Page 89, and now 
held by the plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before October 26, 
2026 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on September 
14, 2026.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder

September 25, 2026

At the Zoning Board of Appeals 
public meeting to be held on Tues-
day, October 13, 2026, in the Mc-

Court Social Hall of Memorial Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, Spencer, MA, 
a public hearing will be held on the 
following items starting at 7:00 p.m. 

or as soon thereafter as can be 
heard:

Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 
Zoning Board of Appeals

Public Hearing Special Permits & 
Variance– Applicant: New England 
Power Company and Massachu-
setts Electric Company; Owner: 

New England Power Company: 7.5 
& 9 Meadow Road, Spencer, MA, 
Assessor’s Map U11-9 & 10. The 
applicant is seeking Special Per-
mits under section 4.9.3.C (Exten-
sion of nonconforming use) and 
3.4.1.G.9 (Earth removal within 4 
feet of groundwater table), and a 

Variance under sections 5.1 (struc-
tures within side setback) and 7.3 

(Variance requirements). Proposed 
construction and installation of 

certain substation-related equip-
ment and facilities at its existing 

electric substation. The property is 
located within the Rural Residential 

(RR) and Commercial (C) zoning 
districts.

September 25, 2026
October 2, 2026

LEGALS

Friends of the 
Leicester Public 

Library announce 
Fall Book Sale

LEICESTER — “If you are doing fall cleaning, the 
Friends of the Leicester Library would appreciate donations 
of unwanted books, board games, puzzles, DVD’s, and 
CD’s for our Fall Book Sale,”  Charissa Berube, Friends of 
the Leicester Library Chair, says.  

The Friends group holds a Book Sale every Fall and 
every spring.  

“The Book Sales are huge events, and we’re able to 
provide opportunities to purchase all sorts of books for all 
age groups at truly discounted prices,” Berube explains.  
“It’s a terrific event that helps the library as well as people 
who come looking for books and the many other items we 
sell, and our Friends group truly enjoys helping through the 
events.”

The Fall Book Sale will be held on Saturday, Oct. 10 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and on Tuesday, Oct. 13 from 9:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m.  

Proceeds from the Book Sale are used to purchase arts 
and craft supplies for children’s and adult programs and to 
sponsor special educational presentations and programs.  

“The monies raised are truly important and helpful, as 
we’re able to offer popular programs that the library would 
not be able to afford otherwise,” Berube continues.

All the items that are sold at the Book Sale are contribut-
ed by area residents.  

“We count on the kindness of people who might be look-
ing to clear out unwanted items and help the library in the 
process,” Berube states.

Please bring the items you would like to contribute to the 
inside of the library any day and time it is open.  Please, no 
encyclopedias or medical textbooks.  

Bring your unwanted items to the Library over the next 
few weeks, then come to the Book Sale and find some great 
prices on books, games, and other items that you will use 
and enjoy!

  CHARLTON — The 
Charlton Historical Society 
(CHS) and the Leicester 
Historical Commission 
will collaborative on a 
full day program explor-
ing how the American 
Revolution shaped Central 
Massachusetts on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

The day includes tours 
of the Swan and Rider 
Taverns, a tour of the 
Number 2 Schoolhouse, a 
walking tour of Leicester 
Common, presentations on 
the Marquis de Lafayette 
and the Declaration of 
Independence, and break-
fast and lunch. The cost is 
$35 per person before Oct. 
3  and $40 the day of the 
event. This event is limited 

to 50 people.   Participants 
will drive in their own vehi-
cles to the two sites.   In 
addition to walking, the day 
will include climbing one 
flight of stairs.

Roadside taverns like the 
Swan built in 1768, played 
a key role in starting the 
American Revolution. 
Come learn how it was 
in the Swan that the term 
“minutemen” was first 
uttered. Frenchmen like 
the Marquis de Lafayette 
were essential in helping us 
win the Revolution. Fifty 
years after the Revolution, 
Lafayette returned to the 
United States for a trium-
phant tour of the new coun-
try. Learn what his stop at 
the Rider Tavern was like. 
The ideals of the Revolution 

would be a central part of 
American curriculums in 
one-room schoolhouses 
like the Number 2 one that 
is part of this full day of 
activities.

 
About CHS
The Charlton Historical 

Society  collects, preserves 
and shares the history of 
Charlton, Massachusetts. 
The Society maintains the  
Number Two Schoolhouse 
and the historic Rider 
Tavern, which serves as 
home to the Society.   The 
CHS regularly offers tours, 
talks, and activities for all 
ages in the Rider Tavern, a 
twenty-two-room turnpike 
inn restored to its original 
1799 condition.   The pri-
vate, nonprofit CHS also 

offers programs throughout 
the community. For more 
information  https://charl-
tonhistoricalsociety.com.

 
About the Friends of the 

Swan Tavern
The Friends of Swan 

Tavern is a registered 
non-profit group that assists 
the Leicester Historical 
Commission, a town agen-
cy with fundraising efforts, 
restoration, and repair work, 
as well as the operation of 
the tavern as a historical 
museum, community, and 
education center. Rotating 
historical displays and 
educational programs on 
local and regional history 
occur regularly at the Swan 
Tavern.

Charlton and Leicester history 
groups team up for tavern crawl 

Richard Sugden Library offers 
support group for widows

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550, 
or by e-mail to obits@stonebridgepress.news

Independent 
Congressional 

candidate Nadia 
Milleron to speak in 

Spencer Sept. 24
SPENCER — The Spencer Republican Town Committee 

will be hosting Nadia Milleron, the independent candidate 
for congress running against incumbent Richard Neal. The 
event will take place on  Thursday, Sept. 24 at 7 p.m.  in 
the event hall at Charlie’s Diner, 5 Meadow Rd., Spencer.

All voters are invited and encouraged to attend for a 
speech and Q&A session.

The committee will meet regularly on the final Thursday 
of each month, holidays notwithstanding.

Any questions can be emailed to spencermarepublicans@
gmail.com.
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Advertise on this page 
for one low price!  Get 7 papers.

Call 774-200-7308

&Home 
 AutoFallFall

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Painting

FRESH COLOR PAINTING
YOUR VISION IN COLOR

Brighten Your Curb Appeal 
With a Power Wash 

Locally Owned, Operated And Insured. 
Ask About Senior And Veteran Discounts 

Call Today For A Free Estimate 
Over 15 Years Experience

Call Today: 774-241-6399

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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SCHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

 Annual Family Fall 
Fest open to all!

    
NORTH BROOKFIELD —  The First Congregational 

Church of North Brookfield will be holding its annual 
Family Fall Festival Saturday, Oct. 3 from noon to 2:30 
p.m., with activities for all members of your family.

           The many activities include free hamburgers/
cheeseburgers, chips, lemonade, and apple cider (hot and 
cold) for all. There will be a silent auction and cake/pie 
sale. A bouncy house, cotton candy machine, popcorn and 
games galore for the whole family, including the infamous 
{or famous} tug of war between the adults and the children. 
Other activities include horse rides, corn hole, Zumba with 
Melanie, and the North Brookfield Fire Department Fire 
Prevention team. 

Come have fun with us! This event is free to all who 
attend! Call the church office with any questions at 508-
867-8428.

North Brookfield 
Cultural Council 

seeks funding 
proposals

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Proposals for community-ori-
ented arts, humanities, and science programs are due Oct. 15.

The North Brookfield Cultural Council has set an Oct. 15 
deadline for organizations, schools, and individuals to apply 
for grants supporting community cultural activities.

According to LCC spokesperson Nancy Waldron these 
grants can support a variety of artistic projects and activities 
in or around North Brookfield,  including exhibits, festivals, 
field trips, short-term artist residencies, performances in 
schools, workshops, and lectures.

The North Brookfield Cultural Council is part of a network 
of 329 Local Cultural Councils (LCCs) serving all 351 cities 
and towns in the Commonwealth. The LCC Program is the 
nation’s largest grassroots cultural funding network, sup-
porting thousands of community-based projects in the arts, 
humanities, and sciences every year. The state legislature 
provides an annual appropriation to Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency that allocates funds to each community.

This year, the North Brookfield Cultural Council will 
distribute about $7,200 in grants. Previously funded projects 
include:  production of “Legally Blonde 2, “programs “Birds 
of Prey,” “Watercolor Painting” at the Haston Library; Hip 
Hop Square Dance at the Senior Center.

For local guidelines and complete information on the 
North Brookfield Cultural Council, contact Nancy Waldron 
at nancy.rachel@comcast.net. Application forms and more 
information about the Local Cultural Council Program are 
available online at www.massculturalcouncil.org.

East Brookfield 
seeks public input 
for Open Space 
and Recreation 

Plan update
EAST BROOKFIELD — The Town of East Brookfield, 

with assistance from the Central Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission (CMRPC), is updating its 2006 
Open Space and Recreation Plan and is seeking input from 
residents.

Community members are encouraged to participate in a 
survey to share their thoughts on open space, recreational 
opportunities, and priorities for the future. Public feedback 
will help guide the development of the updated plan, which 
is required to maintain the Town’s eligibility for State grant 
funding for conservation and recreation projects.

Residents can complete the survey online at https://
tinyurl.com/yv7b23fy. Hard copies are also available at 
Town Hall, the East Brookfield Public Library, and the 
Senior Center.

The Town encourages all residents to take part and help 
shape the future of East Brookfield’s parks, recreation 
resources, and open spaces.

SNHU announces 
summer President’s List

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — It is with great 
pleasure that Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) 
congratulates the following students on being named to the 
Summer 2026 President’s List. The summer terms run from 
May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point average of 3.700 and above for the 
reporting term are named to the President’s List. Full-time 
status is achieved by earning 12 credits over each 16-week 
term or paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/spring, 
and summer.

Christina Raymond of Leicester 
Giani Lewis of Spencer 
Cameron Hafner of Spencer 
Amanda Watson of West Brookfield 
Jessica Remick of Spencer 
Christine Seaver of North Brookfield 
Kuku Layne of Leicester 
Grace Wilbur of North Brookfield 
Marian Gomez of North Brookfield 
Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU)  is a pri-

vate, nonprofit, accredited institution with a 94-year his-
tory of educating traditional-aged students and working 
adults. Now serving more than 200,000 learners worldwide, 
SNHU offers approximately 200 undergraduate, graduate, 
and certificate programs, available online and on its 300-
acre campus in Manchester, NH. Recognized as one of the 
“Most Innovative” regional universities by U.S. News & 
World Report and one of the fastest-growing universities 
in the country, SNHU is committed to expanding access 
to high quality, affordable pathways that meet the needs of 
each learner.

East Brookfield library plans community tag sale
EAST BROOKFIELD — Residents looking to clear out some unwanted belongings or hunt for a bargain will have an 

opportunity to do both when the East Brookfield Public Library hosts a community tag sale later this month.
The tag sale will be held Saturday, Sept. 26, with a rain date of Saturday, Oct. 3. The sale will run from 10 a.m. to 2 

p.m., with participants able to begin setting up at 9 a.m.
Residents interested in selling items during the event must reserve their spot in advance by visiting the East Brookfield 

Public Library.
Library officials are asking prospective sellers to make their reservations in person rather than by telephone. Staff mem-

bers will explain where participants will be located and how they should set up for the sale, as well as answer questions 
about the event.

Participants should also plan to take all unsold merchandise and other belongings with them when the tag sale con-
cludes. No items may be left behind following the event.

The sale offers residents an opportunity to give household items a second life while bringing community members 
together for an autumn event at the library.

For information or to reserve a spot, visit the East Brookfield Public Library in person before the sale.
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SOUTHBRIDGE —  Trinity 
Catholic Academy is proud to part-
ner with Harvard Forest through 
the  Buds, Leaves, and Global 
Warming project, giving students the 
opportunity to participate in authen-
tic, hands-on scientific research right 
here on our school grounds.

Students in Grades 4 and 5 are 
each assigned a branch on a specific 
tree and become its “scientists” for 
the school year. Each week, students 

carefully observe their tree and col-
lect and record data, including leaf 
length and width, air temperature, 
and changes in leaf color. Through 
this ongoing observation, students 
are learning the importance of mak-
ing careful observations, collecting 
accurate data, and maintaining con-
sistent records.

The data collected by our students 
is shared with Harvard Forest and 
becomes part of a larger research 
project examining seasonal changes 
and how growing seasons may be 
affected by a changing climate.

This partnership provides our stu-
dents with a wonderful opportunity 
to see how the science they learn in 
the classroom connects to real-world 
research—and reminds us that even 
a single branch on a tree can contrib-
ute to a much bigger scientific story!

774-200-7308

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

2011 
Lincoln

 Town Car
205,000 miles 

Leather seats, airbags, 
recent michilan tires. 

Very dependable. 
 New manifold.  

$2,900 OBO 
774-635-9056

RENTAL: 
Winter storage for 
vintage vehicle(s). 

 Dry, safe, super-secure.  
Electricity provided for 

battery tender.  
Available Oct. 1st-May 1st. 

 $150/month. 
 Contact Joe

 @ 508-476-3490
 for details.

This is not an entry level position. We need someont who knows construction, 
takes pride in their work, pays attention to details, and can be trusted to 
keep a job moving and make sure the work is being done the right way.

If you are experienced, dependabe 
and looking for a great opportunity 
with a local construction company,
we’d love to talk with you!!

FOR SALE -
FALL SPECIAL 

1995 Pro 17 Basstracker Boat  $2,200.00

7.5 Johnson 2 stroke  $150.00 like new

Honda EX 650 Generator $150.00

225 Volt Arc Welder $150.00

Table Saw $75.00
CALL 508-892-8481 

www.StonebridgePress.com

“Today’s Harvest Fest was 
a great example of hands-on 
learning in action,” Aucoin said. 
“Our students took ownership 
of the entire process, from pre-
paring and grilling three differ-
ent varieties of corn, making 
hot apple cider and pumpkin 
rolls, to serving customers, 
handling money, promoting the 
Wolverine Grill, and interacting 
with the community.”

Aucoin said students worked 
together throughout the event, 
solving problems as they arose 
and representing the Culinary 
Arts program with pride.

“The positive feedback from 
everyone who attended was fan-
tastic, and the pumpkin rolls 
were definitely a standout! 
Events like this give our stu-
dents the opportunity to take the 
skills they learn in the classroom 
and apply them in a real-world 
setting.”

Melissa Ledbetter, Health 
Assisting teacher, also provid-
ed information about the Health 
Assisting opportunities available 
to Leicester High School stu-
dents, helping families and stu-
dents learn more about the career 
pathways available through the 
school’s CTE programs.

“The Harvest Fair was a 
great opportunity for the Health 
Assisting students to show off 
what they have learned in the 
classroom to the community 
of Leicester,” Ledbetter said. 
“We were able to interact with 
a number of people who came 
to our booth to learn about our 
program. I am so proud of our 
students as they are learning to 
give back to our community.”

The Early Education and Care 
Program, led by Nina Ryan, 
brought plenty of creativity to 
the event by offering free face 
painting and temporary tattoos 
for children of all ages. The 
activity was conducted under 
the supervision of Amanda Hart 
McCaffrey and provided stu-
dents with a hands-on opportu-
nity to work with children and 
demonstrate skills connected to 
their program.

The Electrical Program also 
had a strong presence at the fair. 
Teachers James Burgess and Jeff 
Romano showcased code books, 
tools, and other materials used 
in the electrical industry while 
speaking with community mem-
bers about the program and the 
career opportunities available to 
students.

“This event is a wonderful 
opportunity for the CTE stu-
dents to publicly feature their 
skills and knowledge,” Romano 
said. “This interaction also 
allows residents to see the prog-
ress being made in their school 
system.”

The Electrical Program expe-
rienced the highest student 
demand for CTE enrollment 
at Leicester High School last 
year, reflecting growing interest 
among students in skilled trades 
and technical careers. At the 
Harvest Fair, teachers were able 

to speak directly with families 
and community members about 
the training and career oppor-
tunities available in the various 
industries.

“It’s great to see the kids and 
community show up for each 
other,” Burgess added. “There’s 
a lot of support for CTE pro-
gramming in the town and it’s 
really fantastic that our students 
have this opportunity to put what 
they are learning on display.”

The Building Property and 
Maintenance Program also 
contributed to the Harvest Fair 
before the event even began. 
Earlier in the week, students and 
staff under the supervision of 
teacher Joe Richardson helped 
set up the major tent used for 
the event.

The Innovation Pathways pro-
gram also brought student-cre-
ated work into the communi-
ty. Engineering teacher Tracy 
Arsenault said students were able 
to take products they designed 
and manufactured themselves 
and use the Harvest Fair as an 
opportunity to learn about sales, 
marketing, and interacting with 
customers.

“Innovation Pathways are 
designed to be more than just 
the classroom,” Arsenault said. 
“Today, students took their engi-
neering-designed and manufac-
tured 3D keychains and fidget 
devices as well as Leicester 
branded clothing from the school 
store into the field and learned 
about sales and marketing.”

Arsenault said the response 
from fair attendees was especial-
ly encouraging.

“Reaction was very positive 
and customers were excited 
to learn that Leicester offered 
classes like this,” she said. 
“With one customer noting how 
the students took such pride in 
their work.”

The High School Chorus 
also represented Leicester High 
School during the Harvest Fair, 
performing twice, once in front 
of Town Hall and again at the 
Unitarian Church. The chorus 
is led by teacher Alexis Phillips, 
who said the annual event has 
become a meaningful tradition 
for the school’s student musi-
cians.

“This is an event we have 
been fortunate to be a part of 
for many years,” Phillips said. 
“I am so grateful for the Harvest 
Fair committee for always find-
ing ways to include our student 
musicians. Big thanks to Pastor 
Sue for all her help in making 
these performances so special 
for the students and myself.”

School Committee Chairman 
Jim Reinke also attended the 
Harvest Fair and said he was 
impressed by the students’ work 
and the enthusiasm shown by 
both students and staff.

“It was absolutely wonderful 
and exciting to see LHS CTE 
students showcasing their new 
skills, knowledge and crafts,” 
Reinke said. “The dedication 
and commitment of these stu-
dents was on full display and 
their pride in their trade was 
overwhelmingly evident”

Reinke said the Harvest Fair 

also provided an opportunity 
for school and town officials 
to speak with residents about 
the district’s MSBA project and 
the role of CTE programs in 
Leicester High School.

“The Superintendent and I, 
joined by Tony Pina from our 
OPM team at TERVA, School 
Committee member John 
Higgins, and Kevin Menard of 
the Select Board, spent most of 
the day fielding questions about 
the MSBA project,” Reinke 
said. “There were some great 
questions asked and everyone 
that we spoke with were appre-
ciative of our implementation 
of the CTE programs and all of 
the benefits that have come with 
it. There was an overarching 
enthusiasm among the folks that 
we spoke with and a common 
theme of ‘Give us more!’”

Superintendent Dr. Brett 
Kustigian also praised the stu-
dents for their contributions 
throughout the event, particular-
ly their willingness to help ven-
dors and community members 
behind the scenes.

“The only thing better than 
the weather during the Harvest 
Fair was hearing how helpful 
our students were when helping 
vendors set up,” Kustigian said. 
“Once again, Leicester students 
rise to the occasion, and I am 
super proud of them.”

For May, the participation of 
every CTE and Innovation pro-
gram was a meaningful exam-
ple of what career and technical 
education can bring to a com-
munity.

“We had 100 percent involve-
ment from every CTE and 
Innovation program at the 
school,” May said. “It is great 
to see the care and passion from 
the teachers and students in 
these programs as they dedicate 
their time and talents to help 
make the Harvest Fair a favorite 
community event.”

The Harvest Fair provid-
ed students with more than an 
opportunity to showcase their 
programs. It gave them a chance 
to work alongside their teachers, 
apply skills learned in the class-
room, interact with community 
members, and experience first-
hand the value of contributing to 
their community.

From serving food and bever-
ages to working with children, 
demonstrating electrical skills, 
promoting student-designed 
products, performing for the 
community, and helping vendors 
prepare for the event, Leicester 
students played a variety of roles 
throughout the day.

Through hospitality, culinary 
arts, early education, electrical, 
building maintenance, health 
assisting, engineering, and 
the performing arts, Leicester 
High School students contin-
ue to demonstrate that career 
and technical education and 
Innovation Pathways are about 
more than career preparation. 
They are also about service, 
hands-on learning, teamwork, 
creativity, and building strong 
connections between the school 
and the community.

FAIR
continued from page  A1

before Election Day rather than vis-
iting the polls Nov. 3.

Election Day itself is scheduled 
for Tuesday, Nov. 3. Spencer voters 
will cast ballots in the Great Hall at 
Town Hall, with polls scheduled to 
be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Town officials are encouraging 
eligible residents to participate in 
the election.

The November election will be 
followed closely by another import-
ant date on Spencer’s municipal cal-
endar.

The town will hold a Special 
Town Meeting on Thursday, Nov. 5, 
beginning at 7 p.m. Town Meeting 
provides registered voters with the 
opportunity to consider and vote 

on municipal matters placed on the 
meeting warrant.

Additional information about the 
Special Town Meeting, including 
the warrant and matters scheduled 
for consideration, is expected to be 
available through the town as the 
meeting approaches.

The Town Clerk’s Office over-
sees election and voter records in 
Spencer. Town Clerk Sandra Fritze’s 
office is located at Town Hall and 
can be reached at 508-885-7500, 
ext. 150. Regular Town Clerk’s 
Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through Wednesday 
and 7:30 a.m. to noon Thursday.

Residents seeking the latest elec-
tion information, including the com-
plete schedule of early voting hours, 
should check the town’s website as 
the dates approach.

VOTING
continued from page  A1

because it’s been that long. I think 
that we need to get together and 
decide what changes should be 
(made) and some changes where 
maybe we should enhance the lan-
guage that’s in there, but I think it’s 
worth looking at,” said Woodbury.

Changing even the language of 
a town government established by 
an act of the state legislature is an 
often long and complicated process 
requiring input from numerous par-
ties on the town level. Once changes 
are approved, they need to be sent to 
the state to be finalized and codified. 

With that in mind, moving to 
a charter system, where the town 
codifies its own government making 
it easier to amend, became a popu-
lar topic of discussion. Board Vice 
Chair Jonathan Viner said he would 
be in favor of at least considering 
that change.

“Legislative act is the most 
involved and difficult to change and 
it’s actually the least common as far 
as I recall,” said Viner. “There are 
relatively few towns in the state that 
have their government established 
by this.”

Another potential recommenda-
tion, brought up by Woodbury, was 
to change the need for a superma-
jority to hire and fire to a simple 
majority and make the Board of 
Selectmen more involved with con-
tracts and appointments. However, 

Town Administrator Jeff Bridges 
noted that the goal of the act from 
as it is currently written was to 
de-politicize that process by putting 
a lot of those responsibilities in 
the hands of a non-partisan Town 
Administrator.

Regardless of what actual chang-
es are proposed, Bridges assured 
selectmen that the town’s legal 
counsel will be heavily involved. 
He also detailed the level of involve-
ment residents of the town should 
expect to have in the process.

“There was actually a five-person 
committee to create this one back in 
the day. That committee should meet 
with town counsel and the board, 
whichever way you want to go, so 
that they understand what it says 
and what it means. Then, as chang-
es, proposals, all those good things 
come about, the committee incor-
porates things,” said Bridges. “Once 
the new draft is done, town meeting 
will have to vote on it. There will be 
a referendum to vote on it, and then 
it will be submitted to the legislature 
for amendment. Generally speaking, 
those processes take anywhere from 
18 months to two years depending 
upon the legislature.”

The Board of Selectmen request-
ed that the town’s legal counsel 
attend a future meeting to discuss 
what options are available to the 
town for different forms of govern-
ment and charter establishment as 
they determine what they want to 
prioritize for the review process.

FORMAT
continued from page  A1

Trinity Catholic Academy partners with 
Harvard Forest to study seasonal change
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ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

One Level Living
Beacon Park 

Condo
Fantastic Views 
of Webster Lake

*2 BR * 2 Baths
 * New Renovation

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

*4 Bedrooms * 3rd Level Au Pair Suite  * 24’x24’ Great Room
*2 Fireplaces *  Koi Pond with Waterfall

*Underground Sprinkler System • MLS #73536242
30 Knollwood $849,900

CHARLTON -”STONEYBROOK GARDENS”
*1.5 Acres 

*3 Full Baths
*Main 

Bedroom with 
Tray Ceiling
*Central Air

*Office
*Completely 

Finished 
Lower Level

95 A.F. Putnam Rd $675,000

CHARLTON-30X4- SPLIT ENTRY

*3 Bedroom *Country Kitchen 
*Wide Pine Floors*FANTASTIC 

1/2 Acre Lot with Botanical Like Grounds
*MLS # 73543247

 * 2 Baths *1/2 Acre Lot
 *Family Room *3 Bedroom

 * MLS #73546247
41 Worcester St. $449,5001994 Main St.  $519,000

GRAFTON- 
Charming Antique Cape

HOLDEN- 1500 sq. ft. RANCH

*7 Rooms *1.5 Baths * Skylight
 * 1st Floor Familyroom

  * MLS #73555830
9 Colonial Rd $545,000

SUTTON-NEW PRICE!

$545,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

60 WAKEFIELD AVE
 RARE WEBSTER LAKE DEVELOPMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY ~ Two (2) Strategic Building Lots with Direct 
Waterfront Ownership. Discover an unmatched real 
estate package combining the financial benefits of 
off-water property taxes with the luxury of premium, 
direct Webster Lake access. This rare offer features 
two cleared, build-ready contiguous lots paired with 
a commanding 2/3 fractional ownership interest in 
a prime waterfront parcel, complete with a private 
beach and boat dock.  MLS# 73564208   $525,000

Featured New Listing!

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-
acre, 2 car garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 
sf +/- finished lower level,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone 
fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan kitchen, liv-
ing rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183  $464,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 
Open House Saturday 11:30-1

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Webster- 3 Oakwood Dr
Presenting a meticulously maintained Colonial! 
This inviting home, spans 2,042 sf +/-, 4 BRs, 
2-1/2 Baths. Offers a refined living experience 
designed for comfort & convenience. The kitchen 
is a culinary enthusiast’s delight, featuring a dining 
area w/picturesque views! Sleek stainless steel 
appliances, elegant maple wood cabinets & stone 
counters that provide both functionality & aesthet-
ic appeal. The living room offers a sophisticated 

ambiance, enhanced by hardwood floors, crown moldings & custom built in shelves. For 
special occasions enjoy the formal dining rm & a cozy everyday fireplaced family rm w/sliders to a very 
private deck. Also provides a 2 car att’d garage for secure parking & storage. Discover the exceptional life-
style afforded by this distinguished residence! We invite your inquiry & a private viewing! MLS#73523347      
$589,900

Open House Saturday & Sunday 12-2 
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for relaxation & con-
venience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS   $975,000

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

ON DEPOSIT

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Point Snug Harbor Villa 

On the shores of prestigious 
Webster Lake! Experience 
ultra-luxury lakefront living 
with direct water access. This 
young modern craftsman lake 
home is masterly designed to 
maximize panoramic Western 
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home 
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of 
sophisticated, three-story living 
space, complete with multilevel 
waterside decks, a radius stone 
faced patio, and a tiered land-
scape with its own waterfall. 
From morning coffee to sunset 
gatherings, you will enjoy every 
minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet 
main level features a spacious 
open floor plan, welcoming you 

into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room 
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting 
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, 
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, 
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room 
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level 
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting 
memories!     MLS#73563787  $1,750,000

This Beautifully Maintained Two-Level Waterfront  Panoramic WATER VIEWS from almost every 
Single Window!! 50 Ft of Sandy Shoreline!! Front-row Northwest-facing Sunsets !!...The house 
Layout is Designed for a Seamless Indoor-Outdoor Lifestyle,  Weather-Protected Patio! The Gem 

of the House is the Living/Dining room Combi-
nation !! Offering a sweeping Wall of Windows 
to enjoy watching Mother Nature at her Finest!! 
Granite Countertops, Stainless-steel Appliances, 
White “ Soft-close” Cabinets and Solid Wood 
Flooring!!...This Main Level has an Effortless 
Layout adding a Roomy Convenient Bedroom & 
Large Closet, Full bath, 1/2 Bath & Laundry!!... 
Downstairs, the Walk-out Lower Level Transi-
tions into a phenomenal Guest Retreat with 2 
Bedrooms, Living space, and Full Bath!!..2 Car 
Garage! MLS#7356983       $1,050,000.

Featured New Listing!
24 Laurelwood Dr

Webster Lake Waterfront

Featured New Listing!
Webster Lake Waterfront - 86 Bates Point Rd 

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Discover how a HECM can help you
enjoy a more secure reitrement!
Call Today for a FREE Consulation
Ruta Convent NMLS#484339
Reverse Mortgage Specialist
(508)641-1464

Corporate NMLS #1025894. CT Mortgage Lender License ML-1025894, FL Mortgage Lender Servicer 
License MLD1827. ME Supervised Lender License 1025894. MA Mortgage Broker and Lender License 
MC1025894. www.nlmsconsumeraccess.org 
# 4513957078 Expires 07/2029 Equal Husing Lender

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

•
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L

E
S
T
A
T
E

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge press.news
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DUDLEY — Tri-Valley, Inc. is proud to 
celebrate its 50th anniversary, marking five 
decades of service to older adults, people 
with disabilities, caregivers and families 
throughout the communities it serves.

Since its founding in 1976, Tri-Valley 
has grown and evolved alongside the peo-
ple and communities it serves. What began 
with a commitment to helping individuals 
remain independent in their homes and 
communities has developed into a broad 
network of programs, services and partner-
ships designed to promote dignity, choice, 
safety and quality of life.

“Fifty years represents much more than 
the passage of time,” said Lisa Prince, 
CEO. “It represents generations of people 
who have trusted Tri-Valley, employees 
who have dedicated their careers to serv-
ing others, community partners who have 
worked alongside us, and leaders who had 

the vision to build and strengthen this orga-
nization. Most importantly, it represents 
the thousands of consumers whose inde-
pendence, determination and voices have 
shaped who we are.”

Honoring the leaders who helped shape 
Tri-Valley

Tri-Valley’s 50-year history has been 
guided by dedicated executive leader-
ship, beginning with Mr. Donald Warner 
and continuing through former Executive 
Directors Ms. Patricia Clark, Mr. Bernard 
Gagnon and Ms. Marilyn Travinski.  

Each brought different strengths to the 
organization while carrying forward a com-
mon purpose: ensuring that people have 
access to the services and supports they 
need to live as independently as possible.

Under their leadership, Tri-Valley 
responded to changing community needs, 
expanded services, developed new part-
nerships and navigated significant chang-
es in aging and disability services. Their 
contributions established the foundation on 
which Tri-Valley continues to build today.

Celebrating the staff behind 50 years of 
service

At the heart of Tri-Valley’s history are its 
employees.

Over five decades, hundreds of staff 
members have answered phones, visited 
consumers in their homes, coordinated ser-
vices, delivered meals, supported caregiv-
ers, advocated for consumers, managed 
programs and performed the countless 
behind-the-scenes tasks necessary to keep 
services available to people who depend 
on them.

Some employees have devoted decades 
of their careers to Tri-Valley, carrying the 
organization’s institutional knowledge and 
mission from one generation of staff to the 
next.

Their stories — and those of every 
employee who has been part of Tri-Valley 
during the past 50 years — demonstrate 
that the organization’s greatest resource has 
always been its people.

Programs that have evolved with the 
community

Throughout its history, Tri-Valley has 
adapted its services to meet the changing 
needs of older adults and people with dis-
abilities.

Programs and services over the years have 
included our well-known and long-standing 
Meals on Wheels program and the origi-
nal State Home Care program.   Program 
offerings have expanded over the years to 
better serve the needs of community mem-
bers.  These include the Adult Family Care 
program, information and referral services, 
care management, caregiver and Veteran 
supports, protective services, options coun-
seling, transportation and others.

Today, Tri-Valley continues to pro-
vide services that give consumers greater 
choice and control over how and where 
they live. Its work includes Personal 
Care Management functions within the 
Massachusetts MassHealth system, one 
example of the organization’s continuing 
role in supporting people who choose to 
live independently in their communities.

The programs may have changed, 
expanded and modernized during the past 
half-century, but the purpose behind them 
has remained remarkably consistent: listen 
to the individual, respect their choices and 
connect them with supports that help make 
independence possible.

A community achievement
Tri-Valley’s 50th anniversary is also an 

opportunity to thank the many people and 
organizations that have shared in its work: 
consumers and their families, current and 
former employees, volunteers, Board mem-
bers, community organizations, health and 
human-service providers, municipal lead-
ers, state partners, donors and advocates.

To every person who has been part of Tri-
Valley’s first 50 years: thank you.

And as Tri-Valley begins its next 50 
years, its commitment remains rooted in 
the principle that has guided its work for 
generations — helping people live with 
choice, dignity and independence in the 
communities they call home.

Fifty years — and the work continues
As Tri-Valley celebrates its anniversary, 

the organization is also looking toward the 
future.

The needs of older adults, people with 
disabilities and caregivers continue to 
change. Technology, workforce challeng-
es, health care delivery and demographic 
shifts are transforming the human-services 
landscape. Tri-Valley enters its next chapter 
with the same willingness to adapt that has 
sustained the organization for five decades.

“As we recognize everyone who helped 
bring Tri-Valley to this milestone, we are 
equally excited about what comes next,” 
said Prince.  “Our mission continues 
because the need continues. We will keep 
listening to consumers, supporting our staff, 
strengthening our partnerships and finding 
new ways to help people live with indepen-
dence and dignity.”

About Tri-Valley, Inc.
Tri-Valley, Inc.  is a community-based 

human-services organization headquartered 
at 10 Mill St. in Dudley, Massachusetts. For 
50 years, Tri-Valley has connected older 
adults, people with disabilities and caregiv-
ers with programs, services and supports 
designed to promote independence, dignity 
and quality of life.

For more information about Tri-Valley 
and its 50th anniversary, visit www.trival-
leyinc.org.

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES
The 

Harvest 
Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and 

$8 purchase 
Tues. thru Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

FALL IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

Great
Selection!

WHITCO 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)DEALS  BETTER THAN

the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

END-OF-SEASON

WE REPAIR BIKES!
GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES

Special Savings on...
EE  Bedrooms
EE  Living Rooms
EE  Recliners
EE  Occasional Pieces
EE  Entertainment Center
EE  Sealy Mattresses

We are in the process of selling out some of our 
current stock to make room for new 2026 models. Because

of this, we are offering savings throughout the store!

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!
see store for details

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-877
FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL / FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

M.T.W. & SAT. 9:30-6, TH. & FRI. 9:30-7, SUN. 11-5
www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders
will be take on these items. Floor Sample Clearance
items are sold on a first come first serve basis. 

Tri-Valley, Inc. celebrates 50 years of 
service, independence and community

Webster Five 
Foundation 

awards nearly 
$186,000 to 54 

nonprofits in first 
half of 2026

AUBURN —  The Webster Five 
Foundation has awarded 54 grants totaling 
$185,917 during the first half of 2026, 
continuing its long-standing commit-
ment to strengthening the communities it 
serves. (To view the complete list of grant 
recipients, visit web5.com/bank-news.)

Through its grant program, the 
Foundation supports nonprofit organiza-
tions that expand access to education, arts 
and culture, social services, communi-
ty  development  and other charitable ini-
tiatives.

The Foundation’s largest grants awarded 
during the first half of 2026 include: 

Open Sky Community Services, Inc. — 
$15,000.00 toward the organization’s 
Aurora Staff-Supported Activities  which 
offers long term rental assistance and sup-
portive services for young adults who need 
support in accessing behavioral health ser-
vices, income and employment supports 
and tenancy stabilization skills.

CASA Project Worcester County, Inc. — 
$10,000.00 to support the CASA Child 
Court Advocacy Program.  As the only 
agency in Worcester reporting to the courts 
on the best interest of thousands of at-risk 
children, the priority of the program is to 
support abused and neglected children from 
across the 60 cities and towns that  com-
prise Worcester County.

YMCA of Central Massachusetts  — 
$10,000.00 for the Achievers Program 
towards the organization’s Achievers 
Program which provides workforce devel-
opment, leadership  skill-building and col-
lege and career readiness to 150 teens.

“Supporting dozens of nonprofit organi-
zations during the first six months of the 
year speaks to both the depth of need across 
our region and the incredible work being 
done to meet it,” said Brian Westerlind, 
President and CEO of Webster Five. “Each 
organization has its own mission, but 
together  they’re  helping create healthier, 
more connected and more resilient commu-
nities.  It’s  a privilege for Webster Five to 
support their work.”

Since its  inception  in 1996, the 
Foundation has awarded $4,633,321 to 321 
organizations. 

www.Stonebridge
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