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Local writer pens accounts Woodstock

of the Flood of 1955

PUTNAM — Putnam native
Ronald P. Coderre is proud
to announce the release of a
booklet he’s written about his
experiences and memories of
The Flood of 1955.

“Aug. 19, 1955 is one of the
most significant days in the
170-year history of the com-
munity of Putnam. For those
old enough to remember, it’s
the day the town was taken
by surprise and devastated
by the flooding waters of the
Quinebaug and French riv-
ers,” said Coderre.

“The oral history of that
day and those that followed is
becoming more distant every
year. For that reason and oth-
ers, I felt it was important to
put the memories I have, as a
14-year-old boy at the time, in
print. It’s 70 years since that
fateful day and worth remem-
bering,” said Coderre, author
of the booklet.

Coderre, a veteran of the
United States Air Force (1959-
1965) and 1959 graduate of
Putnam High School, has been
writing locally for more than
40 years. He is remembered for
his sports column Ramblings,
Points and Comments which
ran for many years in The
Norwich Bulletin and The
Putnam Town Crier. It was
also published in the former
Windham County Observer
and The Journal Transcript
in Danielson. In 2019, Coderre
wrote the 100-year history of
the Mayotte — Viens American

Legion Post #13 and followed
in 2021 with the 125-year his-
tory of the Putnam Police

oId P. Coderre

Department. He’s also been
the person behind the pen
since 2007 of the semi-annual

publication The Community
Beat, the newsletter of the
Putnam Police Department.

“Writing my memories of
the 1955 Flood is something
T’ve thought of doing for many
years but never got serious
about sitting down and actual-
ly following through. In many
ways this venture turned out
to be more labor intensive
than originally envisioned.
However, it was very reward-
ing,” concluded Coderre.

Coderre is a 1969 graduate of
Assumption University where
he earned a Bachelor’s degree
in political science and a
Master’s degree and Certificate
of Advanced Graduate Studies
in Rehabilitation Counseling
in 1972. He served as Vice
President of Philanthropy,
Marketing and Public
Relations at Day Kimball
Hospital for 26 years. He’s
also served the community
in numerous governmental
positions, including the for-
mer Putnam City Council and
Board of Education. His civic
leadership capacities include
the Northeastern Connecticut
Chamber of Commerce, The
Putnam Little League, the
Putnam Business Association,
The American Legion and
the Putnam Rotary Club. He
resides in Putnam with his
wife Donna.

Proceeds of sales for the
booklet, which is on sale for

Turn To CODERRE page A9

Killimgly providing alternative bhigh school program

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — The Killingly
School District continues to
grow its slate of learning pro-
grams adding an alternative
high school to help students
who are struggling with tra-
ditional high school environ-
ments or who are behind on
credits to achieve graduation.

Superintendent Dr. Susan
Nash-Ditzel provided details
about the offering during the
Board of Education’s Oct. 8
meeting, explaining the cur-
rent iteration as a pilot pro-
gram which was conceptu-
alized over the summer and
currently host six students in
their mid to late teens. The stu-
dents have all either struggled
with or dropped out of tradi-

tional high school for one rea-
son or another and the goal of
the program is to give them a
second chance to achieve their
diploma.

“We have long recognized
that we have something miss-
ing for over-age and under
credited students in our high
school,” Nash-Ditzel said.
“We've tried to see if there’s
a pattern why students disen-

gage from high school. There’s
isn’t one specific pattern.
They’re all very unique sto-
ries. So, what we wanted to do
was offer an alternative pro-
gram that thought outside of
the box for students that have
fallen into this category.”

The Superintendent said the
program will cater to a “spec-

Turn To ALTERNATIVE page A9

‘Thompson voters clear path
for Belding-Corticelli development

S o f

Jason Bleau

The current state of the Belding-Corticelli site on Riverside Drive, which is the subject of mixed-used development plans.

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

THOMPSON — The Town
of Thompson has had a busy
month regarding the proposed

plan to revitalize and reuse
the old Belding-Corticelli mill
site on Riverside Drive. After a
public presentation and a spe-
cial town meeting, voters have
given the Board of Selectmen

permission to enter into agree-
ments that will allow for the
developer to proceed with
their plans.

The Belding-Corticelli mill
site at 630 Riverside Dr. is one

of several old mill properties
that have been the focus of
Thompson’s larger revitaliza-
tion initiatives. Earlier this
year it was confirmed that a

Turn To DEVELOPMENT page A9

voters deny
split budget

vote

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

WOODSTOCK — Woodstock
voters chose to maintain their
current process for voting on
their annual budgets together
during a town meeting on Oct.
7 after a long budget season
that took three referendums to
approve the eventual spending
plan on day one of the new
fiscal year.

The meeting discussed a pro-
posal to split the budget vote
into separate articles, making
the general government and
education budgets their own
individual items and imple-
menting advisory questions to
inform town officials if voters
felt the budgets were too high
or too low. Any budget would
not be considered complete
until both parts of the spend-
ing plan passed. Currently,
the town votes on the entire
budget as one single item.
Woodstock was looking to fol-
low Killingly and Thompson
by implementing a split bud-
get approach, but voters over-
whelmingly chose to maintain
the current process, keeping
the budgets together for future
referendums.

The proposal was not
brought forth through an offi-
cial public petition or the opin-
ion of the Board of Selectman.
First Selectman Chandler
Paquette explained that the
idea has been floated around
for years and selectmen decid-
ed to bring it to a town vote
after receiving feedback in the
wake of the long budget pro-
cess.

“It’s been asked for years
and years. We were always told
by the town attorney because
there isn’t a statute that goes
one way or another, that it was
not going to be voted on as a
split. It is now commonplace
in towns without charters, and
this has been asked for a long
time,” said Paquette.

While town officials present-
ed several advantages to the
idea including allowing the
Board of Selectmen and Board
of Finance to get a better read
on the public’s demands for
the budgets, many opponents
stressed the potential impact
to the education budget which
they feel has become a prime
target over the years.

This was the opinion of
Woodstock resident Matthew
Bennett.

“Splitting the budget is
going to have a deleterious
effect on the school budget as
those folks who believe that
education spending is too high
can simply vote repeatedly and
force that spending to unten-
ably low levels,” said Bennett.
“This also applies to the gener-
al government budget as well.”

While the idea of splitting
the budgets proved divisive,
the concept of advisory ques-
tions was more welcomed.
Woodstock Board of Finance
Chair Michael Dougherty said
he fully supported that aspect
of the change.

“If the budget is voted down
and everybody thinks it was
too low, we don’t have any way
of knowing that, so we have to
propose a new budget and it’s
just assumed that you all want
the budget lower, which I don’t
think that’s entirely true,”

Turn To WOODSTOCK page A9
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Eastern to serve as early-voting site
this fall election season

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern
Connecticut State University
will be an official early voting
site for the Town of Windham
this fall. Town residents and
Eastern students living on or
off campus are invited to cam-
pus from Oct. 20 to Nov. 2 to cast
their ballots before the Nov. 4
General Election.

Early voting at Eastern:

Who: Windham residents,
including college students who
reside in Windham during the
school year

When: October 20 — Nov. 2

Where: Paul E. Johnson Sr.
Community Conference Room,
J. Eugene Smith Library

Hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. daily

Extended hours: Tuesday,
Oct. 28 & Thursday, Oct. 30 - 8
a.m.-8 p.m.

This new initiative follows
the passage of Public Act 25-168,
approved by the Connecticut
General Assembly in 2025. The
law requires certain municipal-

ities to establish early voting 4.”

sites on public college campus-
es that meet student residen-

cy thresholds. As a result,
all four universities in the
Connecticut State Colleges
and Universities (CSCU)
system will host early vot-
ing sites beginning in 2025.
Eastern is proud to be part
of this statewide effort to
make voting more accessible
and convenient for students
and residents alike.

“By hosting early vot-
ing on our campus, we are
making participation in
our democracy more acces-
sible for students and local
community members,” said
Eastern President Karim
Ismaili. “I encourage all eli-
gible members of our com-
munity to take advantage of
this opportunity and make a
plan to vote - whether during
early voting on campus or on
Election Day, Tuesday, Nov.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff
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More information:
All  things voting

in

Connecticut: myvote.ct.gov

Register or check your sta-

tus: voterregistration.ct.gov

Eastern students: easternct.
edu/vote

Danielson Legion post seeks entrants
for Oratorical Speech Contest

DANIELSON American
Legion Post 21 Danielson invites
students in grades 9 — 12 from
Killingly High School, Harvard
H. Ellis Regional Technical
School, and Quinebaug Valley
Middle College, and home
school students from Killingly,
Brooklyn, and Pomfret, to par-
ticipate in an Oratorical Speech
Contest.

The subject of the speech
must be about some aspect of
the Constitution of the United
States, with the goal of devel-
oping student leadership quali-
ties, learning to think and speak
clearly and intelligently, and to
understand the responsibilities
of an American citizen.

This contest is held annually
at the Post, District, State, and
then National levels, with the
winners of each advancing to
the next level.

Post 21 Danielson and District
4 contestants will receive finan-
cial awards based upon the num-
ber of contestants from each
respective contest. The winner
of the District 4 contest will
advance to the State contest. The
winner of the State contest will
advance to the National contest
where the first-place winner will
receive a $25,000 scholarship,
the second-place winner will
receive a $22,500.00 scholarship,
and the third-place winner will
receive a $20,000 scholarship.

The American Legion will pay
the expenses of the State win-
ner advancing to the National
contest.

The Post 21 Danielson con-
test will be held locally in late
January 2026. The District
4 contest will be held in early
February 2026. The public is
invited to attend both events.

For more information: 1)
contact your local Guidance
Counselor or 2) visit ctlegion.
org then select Programs and
then Oratorical, or 3) contact
Charlie Crowley at (860) 481-2963
or chuck.crowley392@gmail.
com.

“My World” exhibit featured at Putnam gallery

PUTNAM — The work of
artist Jean McNally is on view
now through December 30, 2025,
at The Corridor Gallery in the
Putnam Municipal Complex, 200
School St., Putnam. Featuring a
fantastic collection of oil paint-
ings that capture the beauty of
our local area.

McNally was born and raised
in Putnam but has resided in
Woodstock for the last forty
years. She attended St. Mary’s
School, Putnam High School and

QVCC. Her gift of painting start-
ed when she retired just a few
years ago and it has grown into
a passion ever since.

“l have always loved
art in various forms but
had never tried painting

The exhibit is free and open
to the public. For hours and
more information, please visit
PutnamCtArtsCouncil.com.

COMMUNITY

before this time. Most of
my paintings are local
landscapes. I have come to
enjoy it immensely,” said
McNally in a recent inter-

CALENDAR

view.

Pomfret Democrats
announce October
candidate meet &

greet events

POMFRET - The Pomfret Democratic Town
Committee invites Pomfret voters to meet their candidates
at a series of informal gatherings throughout October.
These events give residents the opportunity to ask ques-
tions, share ideas, and hear directly from the candidates
about their priorities for Pomfret’s future.

Upcoming dates & locations:

All events are open to voters of every party affili-
ation who would like to learn more about the Democratic

slate of 17 endorsed candidates

Boards of Selectmen, Finance,

seeking positions on the
Education, Planning &

Zoning, ZBA, BAA, and Library Trustees. This is an
important election. Pomfret’s future for years will be
shaped by candidates elected in the November municipal

election.

The Pomfret Democratic Town Committee encour-
ages residents to stop by, join the conversation, and get
to know the candidates who are committed to keeping
Pomfret positive, productive, and proud.

Upcoming Dates & Locations:

Friday, Oct. 17 - 8 a.m.
Baker’s Dozen

Tuesday, Oct. 21 - 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Annual Chili & Chowder Fundraiser at

The Vanilla Bean Café

Thursday, Oct. 23 — 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Watercure Distillery

Friday, Oct. 31 — 8 a.m.
The Vanilla Bean Café

For more information, please contact the Pomfret
Democratic Town Committee Chairman Ray Wishart at

raymondwishart@gmail.com.
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(OCTOBER
17-24

Friday, Oct. 17
Pumpkins glow at the Putnam Green,
Craft fair booths and cider seen!
Music at 6, with vendors ‘til nine,
Downtown sparkles—crisp and fine.

Saturday, Oct. 18
In Brooklyn, kids can pick and play,
The Fall Family Fest runs half the day.
From 10 to 3 at the Fairgrounds lot,
Hayrides, apples, and cocoa hot.

Sunday, Oct. 19
The Pomfret Audubon leads a walk,
Through golden fields
where warblers talk.

Meet at 9 at the Center trail—
Rain or shine, with boots and pail.
Monday, Oct. 20
Thompson Library’s knitters meet,
At 1 p.m.—a cozy seat.
Bring your yarn and sip some tea,
While sharing townwide company.
Tuesday, Oct. 21
Eastford Town Hall holds open floor,
Selectmen meet at half past four

Budget chats and road repair,
Public voices welcome there.
Wednesday, Oct. 22

At Killingly’s Library, 6 p.m. start,
A spooky tales night warms the heart.
Costumes welcome, laughter too—
A candlelit evening just for you.
Thursday, Oct. 23
In Woodstock, the seniors dine,
Noon at Town Hall, fall-themed fine.
Stew and stories, dessert to share,
A friendly seat for all who care.
Friday, Oct. 24
Putnam’s River Fire ends the run,
Bonfires blazing when day is done.
Music drifts across the quay,
Farewell to autumn—Quiet Corner way.

Tiahma Rawls named
to Goodwin University
President’s List

EAST HARTFORD — Tiahma Rawls
has earned a spot on Goodwin University
President’s List for the summer 2025 ses-
sion.

Tiahma, a student from Brooklyn
is one of 277 students to make the
President’s List, reserved for those who
demonstrate exemplary academic per-
formance. Inclusion on the President’s
List requires a student to earn a 4.0 GPA
during a given academic session.

Goodwin University congratulates
Tiahma on making the President’s List
and demonstrating such a high stan-
dard of excellence in the classroom and
beyond!

Goodwin University in East Hartford,
is an innovative learning community
that empowers hard-working students
to become sought-after employees. We
tailor our programs to address the needs
of employers, and we shape them to fit
the lives of students. Classes are conve-
niently offered year-round - days, eve-
nings, weekends, and online. Degrees
may be flexibly layered across certifi-
cate, associate, bachelor’s, and master’s
programs in a variety of in-demand
fields. Better still, we surround our stu-
dents with the personal support and the
professional guidance they need - not
just to earn degrees, but to change lives
for themselves, their families, and their
communities. For more information,
please visit www.goodwin.edu.
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Thrift shop finds

Many readers of this column enjoy
attending estate sales or stopping when
they see a “yard sale” sign. Some of you
also like hunting for bargains at estate
sales. In today’s column, I'll share some
exciting thrift shop, estate sale, and yard
sale finds that took place this year, along
with some shipwreck treasures that were
recently discovered.

Some thrift shop buyers post their finds

buyer said that they bought a Chinese vase for $1
and had already been offered $2,500 for it. The deal-
er estimated that their $3,000 in purchases would
yield $30,000.

An Ohio couple had a great unexpected find
when they decided to stop at a thrift shop while
driving home. As they were leaving the shop, a gold
frame caught the woman’s eye, according to the
“U.S. Sun.” She purchased it for $2.90. When she
got in the car, she noticed a label that said “Johann
Berthelsen.” She at first thought Berthelsen was
a local painter, but her research later showed he
was a well-known artist. She consigned it to a local
auction house, and it brought $2,267.

Switching gears to the seas, coins from a
1715 Spanish shipwreck were just discov-
ered in Florida, according to NBC News.
Over 1,000 gold and silver coins were
aboard the ship when a hurricane sank it
off “Florida’s Treasure Coast.” The coins
include pieces of eight, which could be
broken into eight pieces and then spent
individually. The coins are estimated to be
worth $1 million. Other items like a gem-

online on Reddit, and Yahoo! News recent- ANTIQUES,  stone and gold necklace were also pulled
ly shared a few. One buyer paid $40 for a from the wreck. Whether you're diving
gold ring that was estimated to be worth COLLECTIBLES 100 feet down into the ocean or diving
$162. Elsewhere, a Canadian woman found & FSTATEs  into athrift store jewelry box, you may be
a diamond and pearl ring in a “store grab lucky enough to find some treasures too.

bag” from a Canadian thrift store which ° ° ° ° * ® * * 4. ginglecollector Civil War memo-
could also sell in the low hundreds of WAYNETUISKULA yapilia auction will be online later this

dollars. Another thrift store buyer found

a diamond ring in a “bulk trash pile.” The
diamond ring could sell in the low to mid-hun-
dreds.

An estate sale buyer recently found the sale of
their dreams, according to a “Newsweek” article.
The estate sale buyer/dealer posted live on social
media when they were allowed inside the garage
door at an estate sale. They said they were the
third person to enter the sale and there were about
200 people waiting to come in. The dealer posted
images of a statue which was titled “Dying Gaul”
priced at $8. There was what looks to be a Victorian
era figural incense burner marked for $5. The

month. There is still time to consign for
our major auction that will follow. We are
accepting consignments of gold, platinum, dia-
monds, and other fine jewelry, sterling silver flat-
ware and holloware, paintings, statues, gold and
silver coins, and other valuable antiques and col-
lectibles. Please visit our Web site, https://central-
massauctions.com, for links to upcoming events.
Contact us to consign items or for auction infor-
mation at: Wayne Tuiskula Auctioneer/Appraiser
Central Mass Auctions for Antique, Collectibles
Auctions and Appraisal Services info@central-
massauctions.com or (508-612-6111)

Collect and save some
heirloom vegetable seeds

Melinda Myers
The disease-resistant Abe Lincoln heirloom tomato was
introduced in lllinois in 1923.

Be a part of history and save money when plant-
ing next year’s garden. Collect
and save the seeds from your
favorite heirloom tomatoes, pep-
pers, beans and peas this fall.

Seeds of heirloom plants have
been collected and passed along
for generations, producing off-
spring identical to the parent
plant. Hybrids on the other hand
involve crossing different plants

the varietal name and date they were collected.
Store in a cool location.

Saving seeds from tomatoes requires a bit differ-
ent preparation. Once the fruit is fully ripe scoop
out the gelatinous center. Place this in a container
of water set in a warm location to ferment. Swirl
or stir the contents twice a day. After about a
week the good seeds will sink to the bottom of the
container.

Remove and compost the layer of fermented
tomato waste and the inferior seeds floating on
the surface. Pour the remaining water and the
good seeds sitting on the bottom of the container
through a fine mesh strainer. Rinse the seeds,
removing any of the gelatinous material that may
remain. Spread the seeds on a piece of paper to
dry.

Once dry, place the seeds in an envelope labeled
with the date and variety and set in a sealed jar
or plastic container. Store in the
refrigerator or other consistently
cool location until it’s time to
start them for next season.

GARDEN
MOMENTS

Use your saved seeds the follow-
ing year for the best results. Then
MELINDA repeat each season.

MYERS
Start with these and then con-

to create a unique or improved

variety. Saved seeds from hybrid

plants do not grow into plants with all the same
characteristics as the parent plant.

Heirloom peas and beans are generally self-pol-
linated, so they form seeds that will grow into
plants like the parent plant. Allow the peas and
beans you plan on saving to dry on the plant. Once
the pods turn brown and the seeds rattle inside,
they are ready to harvest. This is about six weeks
after you harvest snap beans for eating and about
four weeks after the normal picking stage for peas.

Protect plants from frost or pull them out of the
ground and hang them in a cool dry location, so
the pods can finish drying if needed. Remove the
pods from the plants, spread them out and allow
them to further dry indoors for about two weeks.

Remove the seeds from the dried pods, store in
an airtight opaque container in a cool dark loca-
tion. You may want to store different varieties
separately in paper packets and all the packets in
one large airtight container. Label the seeds with

Paws to hold raffle basket Purr-looza

sider trying other open-pollinated
vegetables, flowers and even tree
and shrub seeds. You’ll find helpful information
in books, online and on the Seed Savers Exchange
website. Saving your own seeds can help you save
money while preserving and planting a bit of gar-
dening history.

Melinda Myers has written more than
20 gardening books, including the Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything” streaming courses and
the nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program. Myers is a columnist and
contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine
and her Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Courtesy

Putnam Rotary Club Past President Doug Porter donated some
of the surplus money from his presidential year to Daily Bread.
Rotarian Karen Osbrey receives the check for Daily Bread. Club
President Kathy Kirk is at right.
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A1 CT AUDUBON

Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust proper-
ties for the week of Oct. 6: Yellow-rumped Warbler,
Black and White Warbler, Parula Warbler, Blue-headed
Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Golden-
crowned Kinglet, Catbird, Lincoln’s Sparrow, Eastern
Towhee, Pileated Woodpecker, Purple Finch, Pine Warbler,
Common Yellowthroat, Black-throated Blue Warbler,

Cedar Waxwing Snow goase

([ GOLD & SILVER h
Buying and Selling
U.S. and Foreign Currency & Coins & Bullion

Postcards and Vintage Photos
Thurs. 10 to 2pm, Sat. 12:30- to 3pm. Sun 11 to 1pm

Available 7 days a week call 860-705-9067
-4 Above All Collectables B '.

24 S.Chestnut St.Wauregan CT &\,

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Your goals are as unique as you.

Personalized service means having a financial advisor who
understands you and what you're trying to achieve, and helps
to create a unique strategy based on your needs and
circumstances.

Let’s talk. Contact us today to learn more.

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385
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MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

® §

Thermostats

PUTNAM — Paws Cat Shelter is holding a raffle basket
purr-looza on Saturday, Oct. 25 at the Knights of Columbus,
68 Providence St., Putnam, from noon to 5 p.m. More than 50
fantastic baskets to choose from. $20 for 25 tickets or $5 for six
tickets.

Preview some of the baskets on Oct. 24 from 6-7 p..,m during
our steak dinner fundraiser.

Skip the line and purchase tickets ahead, call/text 860-315-
1228 or stop by the shelter at 74 School St., Putnam. All win-
ners must pick up their prize between 5 and 6 p.m. on Oct. 25.

Paws is a non-profit, all volunteer organization caring for
the cats of our communities. For more information on how
you can donate, contact Paws at 860-315-1228.
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Fluorescent
Lamps

Thermometers Mercury Switches

SEND US YOUR NEWS!I! + | >

Email Us& _/i.\—

news@stonebridgepress.news

Please contact your local Board of Health or
Department of Public Works for information
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

Ih WASTE
' INNOVATIONS
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Autummn
lessons in
neighborimess”

Fall in the Quiet Corner doesn’t
need a calendar to announce itself.
You can hear it in the school bus
engines at dawn, smell it in the wood
smoke that drifts through Woodstock
Valley, and see it in the long after-
noon light spilling across hayfields
in Pomfret and Eastford.

This is the season when Northeast
Connecticut feels most itself. The
fairs are winding down, the last out-
door markets are closing, and res-
idents are turning their attention
back to the rhythms that define
small-town life—selectmen’s meet-
ings, library programs, and high-
school football under the lights.

What’s striking, year after year,
is that these local traditions aren’t
maintained by chance. They exist
because ordinary people take time
out of full lives to care for their com-
munities. The volunteer who keeps
the Thompson Memorial Day com-
mittee running is the same person
helping decorate the town common
for Halloween. The Brooklyn resi-
dent who spends a Tuesday evening
in a building committee meeting will
be serving cider at a school fundrais-
er the next weekend.

That’s what binds this corner of
the state together: not politics or
population, but participation. In a
world where so many conversations
happen through screens, the simple
act of showing up—in person, on
time, and with purpose—still car-
ries weight. It’s a quiet kind of civic
courage.

So, as the days shorten and our
small towns settle in for another win-
ter, let’s take stock of what holds us
steady. The neighbor who plows your
drive, the local farmer who keeps the
stand open one more weekend, the
librarian who turns a quiet room
into a hub of activity—all of them
remind us that community isn’t an
idea; it’s an ongoing act.

The leaves will fall, the festivals
will fade, and the snow will come
soon enough. But if we continue to
look out for each other, Northeast
Connecticut will remain what it has
always been—a collection of small
towns with large hearts.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Proud to support Coderre for mayor

To the Editor:

My name is Leah Collins, a new resident
of Putnam, and I'm proud to support David
Coderre for mayor as the Republican candi-
date.

As a local businessman and Chair of the
Board of Finance, David understands both
our community and its finances. He’s com-
mitted to supporting small businesses, man-
aging the town’s budget responsibly, pursuing

outside funding for local projects, and keep- :
ing taxes fair for residents.

I believe his leadership will help Putnam
continue to grow while preserving the char- :
acter and sense of community that make our :

town special.
Sincerely,

Bogdanski is the right person to move Putnam forward

To the Editor:

I believe Mike Bogdanski will make a
knowledgeable selectman for the town of
Putnam. Having lived and worked in our
community for years, Mike has a good grasp
of how town government should be run like a
business with a limited budget and carefully
examined expenditures.

Mike is a strong advocate for both teens and
seniors in our community as evidenced by

his ongoing involvement with the Aspinock

Historical Society, and his work with the sophisticated world of high

“tech, a focused dog can be

His integrity, leadership skills and vision : trained to find whatever

for the future make Mike the right person to :

advance the town of Putnam as a great place of the truffle hunting dogs

:my husband, our friends
cand I met on a pleasant day

PAT HEDENBERG “on a truffle farm in south-

PuTNAM ern France. I'm fascinated
:by working dogs of every

: description.

DARE program, where he has raised more
than $50,000.

to live, work and play for future generations.

['will proudly vote for Tammy Wakefield this November

To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Tammy
Wakefield for Killingly Town Council.

Tammy has been an active servant of the com-
munity for as long as I have known her. She
teaches CPR to our town staff and has helped
us get designated as a HEARTSafe communi-
ty. She has faithfully baked for our multiyear
champion football team. She has served as
a nurse for our regional 4-H camp. Among
other things, when she was not on the coun-
cil, she served in various boards and com-
missions. Tammy has a heart for Killingly.

In the highly politicized environment, we

find ourselves these days, Tammy remains :
one of the few who attempts to meet people :
in the middle. As a counselor, I have never :
known Tammy to vote on something that was :
arepublican or democrat idea. Her vote is for :
those things that help Killingly remain strong :
and grow. We need more people like Tammy :
in local, state, and federal office that care not :
about party, but about what would best serve :
the people. This is why I am proud to vote this :
November for Tammy, and encourage you to :
do the same. We are stronger as a community :

when we cast aside politics and come togeth- : 1
- less.

er as citizens of a great town.

RAYMOND WOOD rate than I thought it would
: Wi

DANIELSON :be. Jean Marc, who looked

‘like a Frenchman right out

cof central casting, arrived

Please vote for Martha Emilio for Selectman

To the Editor:

In our more than 35 years living in Pomfret,
Martha Emilio has always been an active
member of our community. When we were
fairly new to the community, Martha became
involved in Day Kimball Hospital and was
elected to the DKH Board of Directors. Later,
as a member of the DKH Women’s Board she
moved up in the organization through her
enthusiasm to Women’s Board President. It
was through her leadership that major chang-
es were made in the DKH gift shop bringing
additional revenue to the hospital.

Martha was Pomfret’s representative for
CT Tourism Board. Her work helped secure
a $100,000 grant for Quiet Corner marketing
and publicity, Meanwhile, Martha started the
Pomfret Proprietors to bring small businesses

ly event has grown each year and draws peo-

assists local non- profits each year.

(As her husband of more than 41 years, I

the needs of all Pomfret citizens.

Nov. 4.
Thank you,
Tony EMILIO
POMFRET

The case has been made for Trump’s removal

To the Editor:

This is certainly a week for criticizing
speech coming out of Donnie Despot’s Reich.
In an interview on CNN, Stephen Miller said,
“Under Title 10 of the US Code, the President
has plenary authority, has—” He made a
sudden stop, followed by an unscheduled
commercial break that CNN imposed. CNN
realized what Miller said as being blatantly
un-Constitutional and traitorous in his use
of the term “plenary authority.” Cornell
University’s Legal Information Institute
defines it as “power that is wide-ranging,
broadly construed, and often limitless for
all practical purposes.” This slip exposes
Miller’s real view of what he advocates for
our future. And remember Miller is certainly

the most influential voice in Despot’s ear.

And Despot himself added his own view.; cooking school in Hampton

He gloated that his administration took action; years ago. The group bought

against people who burned the American flag,:
saying, “We took the freedom of speech away”: (1o time.

You MAGA’s have got to answer the questiong it in with a dozen eggs. The

of whose side is Despot on? Flag burning:
has long been established as legal freedom of : strong it permeated the eggs

speech. He does not have the power to nullifyg even after they were cooked.

part of the First Amendment. This is clear:
proof that he has no intention of honoring: jocured us that truffle oil

his oath of office to defend and support theg truffles in glass jars and

Constitution. This, and his failing mental: ji}o1 essence of truffle

state, demands his removal with the use of items are not the real deal.

: No wonder truffle fries seem
STEPHEN ETZEL:

PuTNAM:
- effort because they are in
:demand and the supply is

the 25th Amendment.

A potential enthusiastic return to Killingly BOE

To the Editor:

When I was asked to consider filling in for
longtime friend Danny Rovero’s unexpired
term on the Killingly Board of Education, my
hesitation was tempered by the knowledge
that it would be over by November. I honest-
ly never assumed that I would be willing to
return, if successfully elected, to a once held
position.

However, in my limited experiences since
being accepted by the BOE in June, I have
developed an increased enthusiasm since
observing, what I perceive is the very posi-
tive direction of where the Killingly educa-
tional community is headed. The outstand-
ing leadership provided by Central Office
Administration; the positive comments com-
ing from building Principals; and the gener-
al good vibes displayed at the opening day
Convocation for all personnel, lead me to
envision a positive outcome for the 2025-2026
school year. And I would enjoy being part of
it.

If there is one statistic that jumps out
to confirm my findings, it is the extremely
high teacher retention rate for the present
school year. It is a figure that hadn’t been
achieved since 2015 when eleven new teach-
ers were brought on board, compared to this
year’s eight. As a former building principal, I
understand that there are a variety of reasons
why teachers choose to move on. However, I
also know that job satisfaction can overcome

many of those reasons. A contented staff can
be a very productive staff.

Since my first involvement with the BOE
I have always believed that a school board
should be a non-partisan entity. Politics
should be left on the doorstep and all deci-
sions made by a board should be weighed by
what is in the best interest of the students,
with the resources that the community has
provided.

But I hearken back to when I was a fledgling
first year inductee. Dr. Lavius Robinson and
Helen Lupien, both Republicans, took me
under their respective wings, advised, men-
tored, offered proper protocol and, surprising-
1y, we usually arrived at the same decisions. If
a member of the other party offers a proposal
that is beneficial to the students, why would I
oppose it?

A Board of Education must take a leader-
ship role. However, for Killingly to achieve an
educational system that continues to thrive,

it takes the whole community. Town manage- again, the remarkable con-

‘nection between humans
cand dogs. The truffle hunt-
cers with fourlegs and the
‘truffle hunters with two
:worked in synchrony, much
: like the beagle and his han-

- dler in Boston.
KiLLINGLY

ment, community support, active parents and
even the student body, all have a role to play.
And, if I make a successful return to the BOE,
I will listen and respond to all queries or com-
plaints. We might even discover we share the
same common educational goals.

NELSON “Buzz” KING

LEAH COLLINS :
PurNAM :

When the four-

legged and two-
legged work in
synchrony

We timed our return from

‘ France to avoid a possible
:shut down at the airport
:in Boston and a predicted
strike in France. We man-
aged to avoid both possibili-
‘ ties, and arrived on a chilly
- evening at Logan. Gone are
§the long lines at Customs.

:Even the passport control
- gates were better staffed
than usual.
A lone bea-
gle and his
handler wan-
dered qui-
etly around
baggage
claim sniff-
ing in a des-
ultory way
at a sea of
black bags.
Even in our

NANCY WEISS

humans want to locate.
The beagle reminded me

I’'ve Dbeen

‘around border collies and

I'm in awe of them. I’'m not
smart enough to own one.
Two corgis we once owned
were vigilant guardians of
our property, the cats, and
sometimes the children. My
fox terriers made short work
of mice and moles. I thought
truffle hunting dogs were
a particular breed, but the
three we met were a mix —
one lab, one Yorkie and one
border collie puppy, more or

The hunt was less elabo-

‘with the dogs, let them

“out of the van and in min-

together in promoting local businesses. It Was : ;tas while the farm owner

through her efforts and Pomfret Proprietors : Johann, was describing the

that the Town Wide Tag sale began. This year- - gifficulties of truffle farm-

ple from multiple states. The event benefitsé ing, the dogs were off.

all town residents. Proceeds from this eventg of the hunt is to run after

Martha is passionate and speaks her mind. tﬁgrgu?felgcgeﬁl}é;ybg:g ?ﬁg
“tubers by the odor, which

speak with some authority .) She listens and : .,

will use her business expertise to represent: .,out four inches beneath
“ the soil. Tools consisted of a

Please vote for Martha Emilio during Early : long-handled device similar

Voting Oct. 20 - Nov. 2. Election Day, Tuesday; : o o trowel and a bent piece
- of metal resembling a shiny,
: short crowbar. The dogs dig
‘madly, but they don’t eat
‘the truffles.
: them to get a treat from Jean
: Marc of cheese or sausage.
- Now this was France, so you
: know he wasn’t giving them
: Velveeta and hot dogs.

The goal and the fun part

pheromones from

They unearth

My husband attended a
a truffle, which cost $28 at
The teacher put

essence of truffle was so

The farmer on our tour

a bit odd.
Truffles are worth the

;unpredictable. They sell for
“high prices and are viewed
‘as luxuries.
: being grown in several plac-
‘es in our country with mod-
- est success. Perhaps some-
:day we will see orchards of
co0ak trees surrounded by
- electric fence (there’s plen-
‘ty of thievery) and black
- nuggets unearthed by eager

I'm not naive, and understand the political dogs.

structure that goes into establishing a board. were given more truffles to

;eat than we will ever see
again. Too much of a good
: thing can just be too much,
: but the story of the trials of
‘farming, the determination
:of the young French family
: who inherited the farm, and
‘ the friendship of the savvy
:local outdoorsman to tri-
sumph over adversity made
: for a memorable time.

Truffles are

At the end of the tour, we

Best of all was to see, once
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Let’s do our small part and vote!

To the Editor:

Thank you, Kyle Napierata, for run-
ning for re-election to the Board of
Education. Your commitment to keep-
ing Killingly schools safe, belief in high
standards for education not indoctri-
nation, and responsible budgeting are
why I will be voting for you. You are
a reasonable person who has the abil-

ity to work through issues and that is
essential for serving on the Board of
Education.

Let’s get out and do our small part
for our community by voting for Kyle
Napierata on Nov. 4.

JUDITH PETERSON
DANIELSON

Farth — Canary in a coal mine

To the Editor:

My uncle Larry, a retired residential
developer in Orange County, Calif., told
me that permits are now being issued to
rebuild Los Angeles after last January’s
devastating fires. This led me to rewatch
some news footage of those monstrous
infernos, including an interview with
a guy whose entire neighborhood and
home of 20 years was turned to ash.
Eyes full of tears, he said: “I've seen
these kinds of things happen to other
people and you never think it’s going to
happen to you. And then it does.”

It turns out we're lucky to live here
in Connecticut’s Quiet Corner. Climate
models dating back to the 1990s predict-
ed the climate would remain relative-
ly stable in New England, while other
parts of the world suffer significant dis-
ruption. An increase in high intensity
rain events is one change we were told
to expect here, and we see that today:
In the summer of 2023, the capital of
Vermont, Montpellier, was submerged
in a devastating flood that caused more
than $1 billion in damages. Then in 2024,
flash floods dumped 13 inches of rain
in central Connecticut washing away
houses and people.

Except for a bit of a drought, we
enjoyed the best summer weather here
in recent memory. But other places in
the world were not so lucky. In Japan,
temperature records dating back to
1889 were broken (twice) and more
than 100,000 people suffered heat stroke
requiring hospitalization (another
record). Mediterranean countries also
heated into record territory. According
to World Weather Attribution (WWA),
an international organization that
monitors extreme weather events, in
July, Greece, Turkey and Cypress “expe-
rienced one of the most devastating
months of wildfires in recent years,
fueled in Greece by a record heatwave
above 45 degrees Celsius (115 degrees
Fahrenheit).” At the same time, nearly
a million acres burned in Spain despite
improved fire prevention methods, and
in Portugal, 650,000 acres burned—five
times the historic average.

Up in Scandinavia, Norway exceed-
ed 86 degrees Faherenheit 13 days in
a row, and Ylitornio, Finland, on the
edge of the Arctic Circle, exceeded 77
degrees Fahrenheit for 26 days in a row,
which according to WWA is “hitherto
unknown this far north in Europe.” In
nearby Iceland, temperatures reached
80 degrees Fahrenheit in May, breaking
the all-time record. Further west, in
Greenland, it reached 65°F—64 degrees
hotter than its May average. If that
happened here, Hartford would be 124
degrees Fahrenheit in May!

While 77 degrees Fahrenheit might
seem pleasant to us, subarctic and arc-
tic regions have ecosystems dependent
upon permanent ice and this warming

has caused problems too numerous to
mention here. Picture your refrigera-
tor loaded for a summer BBQ break-
ing down on you and you get the idea.
We need the Earth to remain cold up
there—all the time!

You could spin the globe and see
examples all over the world where
heat waves, fires, droughts, storms and
floods are accelerating and amplifying.
These are warning signs for us all. Yes,
we're lucky for the moment here in
Connecticut, but things that happen
elsewhere will come to bite us too.

In an alarming CNBC interview in
September, Gunther Thallinger who
oversees investment management and
sustainability at Allianz, the world’s
largest Insurer, warned that soon: “the
world could become uninsurable”. He
further stated: “we are fast approach-
ing temperature levels—1.5° degrees
Celsius, 2 degrees Celsius, 3 degrees
Celsius—where insurers will no longer
be able to offer coverage for” risks like
floods, fires, extreme heat and other
extreme events. This, while according to
Slayton Search Partners: “the demand
for insurance is rising across nearly
every region and product line”, outpac-
ing global economic growth over the
next decade.

Insurance, invented by ancient
Babylonians to protect their goods and
business transactions, is the fifth larg-
est industry on Earth. It became so
because of its vital role in growing the
economy by mitigating risk, providing
capital and stabilizing markets. Like
fertilizer on the farmer’s field, it’s an
essential component not only for eco-
nomic growth, but for stability in times
of stress, like the Los Angeles fires
and Vermont flood. It’'s easy to hate
Insurance, but we wouldn’t want to be
without it and return to a pre-Babylo-
nian economy.

The global changes in climate may
superficially appear to be insignificant
or even from afar, an improvement. But
mountains of gathering evidence are
a warning that climate change is not
only breaking the delicate threads of
the natural world, but also eroding the
underpinnings of the global economy. It
doesn’t come naturally to think in such
big terms. Few of us possess the exper-
tise or perspective to comprehend this
strange new danger to our world. And
so, it remains hard to believe what’s
happening elsewhere will come home to
roost. Until it does.

Coal miners once used a little canary
in a cage—to warm them when the air
in the mine shaft had become poisoned.
A little warning can save us if we are
smart enough to respond—and get the
hell out of the cave!

KEN WOLSLEGEL
WO0o0DSTOCK

Barney Seney is the right choice for Putnam

To the Editor:

Barney Seney is the right choice for
Putnam. He has devoted his life to pub-
lic service, having served in the military;,
the Connecticut State Police, as First
Selectman in the town of Thompson,
and as Mayor of Putnam. Barney is
a proven leader and understands that
service to the citizens is above service
to any political party.

Gloria Marion has also devoted
her life to serving the state’s and the
town’s citizens. She has served on the
Special Services District Authority as
Chairman, Finance Board, and current-
ly Board of Selectmen.

Scott Pempek, current Selectman
and realtor, brings a perspective from
a business point of view: Putnam must
promote itself to attract newcomers to
town.

Mike Bogdanski has joined the Unity
Slate. He retired recently, and serves
on numerous boards and commissions
in Putnam and beyond. He is ready to
bring his experience to the Board of
Selectmen.

Please join me in electing the Unity
Slate on Nov. 4. Early voting begins on
Oct. 20.

KATHLEEN ZAMAGNI
PurtnAM

David Griffiths will help Killingly move forward

To the Editor:

Killingly voters have an opportunity
this November to elect someone who
will bring proven experience and steady
leadership back to our Town Council. I
am proud to support David Griffiths for
an at-large seat.

David is no stranger to service—he
has previously served on the Council,
including terms as Chairman. That
means there is no “on the job training”
required. From day one, he can get to
work on the issues that matter most to
our town.

The most pressing challenge facing
Killingly is the long-overdue expansion
of our water treatment plant. This is a
project that will require significant state
and federal assistance. David’s knowl-
edge of town government, his ability
to navigate funding channels, and his
prior leadership experience make him
the right person to see this vital project
through.

As a farmer by trade, David also
understands the balance our town must
strike: protecting the rural character
that makes Killingly special, while still
encouraging thoughtful commercial
and industrial growth that broadens
our tax base and relieves the burden on
residents.

Finally, David has been a consistent
advocate for addressing quality-of-life
issues that too often go overlooked—
such as the growing problem of speed-
ing and traffic violations on our roads.
He believes the safety of our residents
should be a priority for the Killingly
Police Department, not an afterthought.

David Griffiths has the experience,
the common sense, and the commitment
to move Killingly forward while pre-
serving what we value most.

I urge my fellow residents to join me
in voting for Dave Griffiths.

DaviD SMITH
DANIELSON

Term limits aren’t a bad idea

To the Editor:

After reading last week’s reply
from Dave Clark, I had to again read
my letter that prompted his response,
and from what I could see, I never said
that term limits was the best solution,
or that I even proposed a solution at all.
However, I will say that his proposal
wasn’t a bad idea at all.

I have to admit that I was unaware
of how term limits on our presidents
came to happen, and I thank him for
the enlightenment. Included with
that, Mr. Clark added that “they” (the
Republicans), in ratifying the 22nd
Amendment, did not include term limits
for members of Congress because “that
would be like shooting themselves in
the foot.” And that quote remains true,
seeing that today’s politicians think the
job should be a “for life” position and
no doubt the now additional wallet-fat-
tening benefits have influenced that
decision. So, if yesterday’s republicans
were indeed responsible for us now not
having term limits, I'd say that today’s
democrats certainly owe them a sincere
debt of gratitude. Mr. Clark (and oth-
ers) may not be aware of the proposal
being pushed for by the “Convention
of States” (Article V convention) that
does include term limits, and one that
does have Republican backing? (And
I'll leave researching that to whomever

may be interested.)

I disagree with Mr. Clarks say-
ing that «To implement term limits, is
to remove the choice of the people to
elect their own representatives.» When
her death ended Dianne Feinsteirns U.S.
Senate reign, the only thing that did was
take away the people’s choice to vote for
her and that opened the door for them
to have future choices. And if term lim-
its (or that other fate) saw the removal
of Blumenthal, Courtney, DeLauro or
Murphy, the same would happen here.

I believe that if Harris had become
president, the goal was to give outright
citizenship to the millions of illegals
and make them democrat voters, and by
flooding the rolls ensure a future demo-
crat rule. So, wouldn’t that be rigging
the game in their favor as well and also
limiting the power of the voters? (And
if I came into this country without a
dime in my pocket and the democrats
handed me everything that I needed to
live, I'd vote for them as well.)

Anyhow, Dave, you were totally
correct when you said that «we have
the power to fire them,» but in consider-
ing the possibility of that, or term lim-
its for Congress ever happening, Dd say
that we both have a better chance at
winning the lottery.

Ep DELucA
NORTH GROSVENORDALE

ADDITIONAL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, SEE PAGE A-8

Community
Connection

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\forin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER (®) JEWELERS™ EAE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

FREE LOCAL
DELIVERY!

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

Find Us on Social Media

ne

| EZL
Owned and operated by the
Cormier family since 1947,

‘Covmier JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!
Jewelry appraisals!
We huy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com
Call or Text (508)764-7415
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RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Superior Products. Exceptional Service"

SIRINANASINIRE

31 DAY SALE
SINUENES NEE

WINDOWS
& DOORS

Renewal by Andersen are your local experts at providing
affordable solutions to your window and door problems.

Book your consultation today:

959-456-0067

It costs nothing to meet with us,
and we’ll provide you with an exact price quote!

SAVE 5350 + SAVE 5850

on every window: on every door*

NO interest for 48 MONTHS '

Interest is billed during promo period but will be waived if the amount
financed is paid in full before 48-month promo period expires.

Don’t wait!

This sale will not extend 959-456-0067

beyond October 31!

!Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 6 or more windows and/or 2 or more entry or patio doors. $350 off windows and $850 off doors discount valid during first appointment
only. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment with purchase must be made and documented on or before 10/31/25.
Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Southern New England Windows,
LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Southern New England. CT HIC.0634555. MA 173245. Rl 36079. All residents of islands will be subject to an island surcharge. See complete
information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2025 Andersen Corporation. ©2025 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

?Plan 6148. Subject to credit approval. Loan term is 48 months at fixed rate of 0.00% APR. For example, assuming the full credit limit is used on loan approval date, for every $1,000
financed at 0% APR, 48 monthly payments of $20.84. This example is an estimate only. Actual payment amounts based on amount and timing of purchases. Call 866-936-0602 for
financing costs and terms. Loans for the GreenSky® consumer loan program are provided by Synovus Bank, Member FDIC, NMLS #408043, without regard to age, race, color, religion,
national origin, gender, disability, or familial status. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of your lender, NMLS #1416362. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. GreenSky® is
a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC and is licensed to banks and other financial institutions for their use in connection with that consumer loan program. GreenSky Servicing, LLC is
a financial technology company that manages the GreenSky® consumer loan program by providing origination and servicing support to banks and other financial institutions that make or
hold program loans. GreenSky, LLC and GreenSky Servicing, LLC are not lenders. All credit decisions and loan terms are determined by program lenders.
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The cost of growing old: What to know now to be prepared

The golden years
should be truly golden—a
time to enjoy the fruits
of your labor, spend time
with loved ones, and pur-
sue passions you may
have put on hold during
your working years.
However, the reality is
that aging comes with
significant financial and
lifestyle considerations
that can catch even the
most prepared families
off guard. Understanding
these costs and planning
for them now is crucial
for maintaining indepen-
dence, dignity, and finan-
cial security in your later
years.

The rising reality of
aging costs

The numbers surround-
ing aging care costs in
2025 are substantial. The
median cost for senior
in-home care ranges from
$34-$35 per hour nation-
allyl, with significant
variation by state. For
families considering full-
time care, this translates
to $4,000 to $6,400 month-
ly for 40 hours per week
of continuous in-home
care2. Even more strik-
ing, nursing home costs
have reached a medi-
an of $361 per day for a
private room, or $10,965
per month—adding up
to an annual expense of
$131,5833.

These figures represent
more than just numbers
on a page; they represent
the financial reality that
millions of American
families will face as our
population ages. The
number of Americans
aged 65+ is expected to
reach 82 million by 20504,
making this a planning
imperative for individu-
als across all age groups.

Healthcare costs: The
hidden financial chal-

lenge
Beyond daily care
expenses, healthcare

costs present another sig-
nificant financial burden.
A 65-year-old who retired
in 2025 can expect to
spend $172,500 on health-
care throughout retire-
ment, up from $165,000
in 20245. This substan-
tial increase reflects the
growing complexity and
cost of medical care as
we age.

Research shows that
people aged 55 and over
account for over half of
total health spending,
despite making up just
31% of the U.S. popula-
tion6. This dispropor-
tionate impact highlights
why healthcare planning
becomes increasingly
critical as we approach
and enter our senior
years.

The personal side of
care planning

While statistics provide
a broad picture, the day-
to-day reality of senior
care involves much
more personal consider-
ations. Heather O’Rourke,
founder of Simplify Life
Services, LLC and a
former long-time mem-
ber of our team here at
WHZ, understands this
intimately. As a licensed
lifestyle management
professional specializ-
ing in senior assistance,
she emphasizes that “the
goal isn’t just managing
tasks—it’s  preserving
independence and digni-
ty while ensuring safety
and comfort in familiar
surroundings.”

O’Rourke notes that
many families under-
estimate the emotional

component of aging care
decisions.

“When we focus solely
on the financial aspects,
we often miss the human
element. Seniors want
to maintain their auton-
omy and stay connected
to their communities.
The most successful care
plans address both the
practical needs and the
emotional wellbeing of
the individual,” she says.

Planning strategies for
the future

The key to managing
aging costs is beginning
your planning while
you’re still healthy and
employed. Consider these
essential steps:

Long-term care insur-
ance: Policies purchased
in your 50s or early 60s
can provide significant
coverage for future care
needs

Health Savings
Accounts (HSAs): For
those eligible, HSAs offer
triple tax advantages and
can be used for medical
expenses in retirement

Estate and care plan-
ning: Document your
preferences for care and
establish financial power
of attorney

Explore All Care
Options: A remarkable
94% of seniors express
a preference to age in
place9, which often
proves more cost-effec-
tive than institutional
care. However, successful
aging in place requires
careful planning and
often involves a combina-
tion of services.

“Aging in place doesn’t
mean doing every-
thing alone,” O’Rourke
explains. “It means creat-
ing a support system that
allows someone to stay in

their home safely. This
might include profes-
sional caregivers, fami-
ly support, community
resources, and home
modifications—all coor-
dinated to work togeth-
er effectively.”

The role of profes-
sional financial plan-
ning

Given the complexity
and significant financial
implications of aging,
working with experi-
enced financial advi-
sors becomes crucial.
Professional guidance
can help you:

Estimate your specific
care costs based on health
factors and geographic
location

Develop tax-efficient
strategies for funding
long-term care

Coordinate insurance
coverage and benefit opti-
mization

Create contingency
plans for different health
scenarios

Finally, remember
that aging cost planning
isn’t just about covering
expenses—it’s about pre-
serving your ability to
leave a legacy for your
loved ones and causes
you care about. Proper
planning can help ensure
that care costs don’t com-
pletely deplete the assets
you’'ve worked a lifetime
to build.

The cost of growing
old is significant, but it’s
not insurmountable with
proper planning. The ear-
lier you start, the more
options you’ll have and
the better prepared you’ll
be for whatever the future
holds.

As O’Rourke says,
“The best time to plan for
aging care was yesterday.

The sec-

ond-best

FINANCIAL e is
today.

Focus 5% &% v

e © o o o o o family’s
BY LAURENCE  situation
HALE AND is unique,
HEATHER but every
O’ROURKE family
efit from

having a thoughtful, com-
prehensive plan in place.”

Don’t let the golden
years lose their luster due
to inadequate planning.
Start the conversation
with your family today,
consult with financial
professionals who under-
stand the complexities of
aging costs, and take the
steps necessary to ensure
your later years are char-
acterized by security, dig-
nity, and peace of mind.

Schedule a compli-
mentary discovery ses-
sion with our team at
WHZ Strategic Wealth
Advisors at whzwealth.
com or (860) 928-2341. We
will help you develop a
comprehensive strate-
gy that addresses your
unique needs and goals,
ensuring you're prepared
for whatever the future
holds.

Authored by Senior
Partner and  Chief
Investment Officer,
Laurence Hale AAMS,
CRPS®. AI may have
been used for the initial
research and drafting of
this piece. Securities and
advisory services offered
through Commonwealth
Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment
Advisor. 697 Pomfret
St., Pomfret Center, CT
06259 and 392-A Merrow

Remembering Asa Cutler

Mark Your attend -
Calendars: ed Killingly
Saturday, Nov. High School in
1 at 1:30 pm,, Killingly, Conne
the Killingly cticut, where he
Historical Society starred in foot-
will present “The ball, basket-
Web They Wove”; |4 ball & baseball.
Women and their | 2 He graduated
Wardrobes during I{ in 1970. Before
New England’s being draft-
Revolution by ILLINGLY ed by the New
Dirty Blue Shirts. AT York Mets in the

There will be a

20th round of

short  business 300 the 1970 Major
meeting at 1 ., .. . . o «» « LeagueBaseball
pm. All are wel- MARGARET Draft, the tight
come. 196 Main WEAVER end was
St., Danielson, CT expected to
06239. attend Boston

Support one of College on a football
Killingly’s Historic scholarship. Boisclair
Properties. Killingly received a September
Grange #112, 801 callup from the Mets in
Hartford Turnpike, 1974. In a 25 inning mar-

Dayville, will sponsor a
Turkey Dinner with fix-
ings on Saturday, October
18 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. $17
($1 discount if you bring
an item for the food pan-
try). Roast turkey, stuffing,
mashed potatoes, gravy,
butternut squash, cran-
berry sauce, rolls, slice of
pie. Dine in or take out.
Whole Apple or Pumpkin
Pies $16 each. To reserve
a dinner call Terry at
860-884-1813 or Penny
at 860-230-7367, or visit
them at wwwfacebook.
com/KillinglyGrange/
The Grange is collecting
non-perishable food items
for the food pantry.
Putnam Library has
received a grant for pro-
gramming from PBS/
WETA Studios in con-
junction with the release

of “The Revolution”
by Ken Burns, Sarah
Botstein and David

Schmidt. There will be a
showing of an exclusive
preview of the docuseries
on Oct. 25 at 12:30 p.m. at
Putnam Library.
Thebaseball play-
offs are still in full swing,
so I will continue honor-
ing local players. Some of
you may remember Bruce
Boisclair from when he
attended Killingly High
School. Wikipedia gave
the following summa-
ry of his career, “Bruce
Armand Boisclair (born
Dec. 9, 1952) was an
American former Major

League Baseball out-
fielder, who spent his
entire major league

career with the New York
Mets from 1974 to 1979. He
alsoplayedforthe Hanshin
Tigers of Nippon
Professional
Baseball in 1980. Boisclair

athon with the St. Louis
Cardinals at Shea
Stadium, Boisclair made
his major league debut
in the 23rd inning, pinch
running for Duffy Dyer.”
Bruce played with the
Mets organization from
1974-1979 when he injured
his wrist and missed
half the season. After
being released, in 1980 he
played with the Hanshin
Tigers for a year. He mar-
ried Dolores L. Mueller
October 8, 1978 in Los
Angeles, California. They
have two daughters, Erin
and Britt. (Some informa-
tion from Ancestry.com).

Special thanks
to everyone who attend-
ed my recent presen-
tation on “Abolition
and the Underground
Railroad in Northeastern
Connecticut.” As usual,
several attendees added
to my list of “hiding
places” for run-aways.
Secret rooms, tunnels!
I’'m always hoping to add
to the list so if you are
aware of a site, please
email me. Although most
underground railroad
agents remain anony-
mous, several from this
area left a paper trail--
-Henry Hammond of
Pomfret and Killingly and
Asa Cutler of Killingly
and Putnam. I even have
tracked down photos of
both individuals. Today,
I'll write about Cutler,
who apparently remained
an active abolitionist up
to his death and left a
nice paper trail.

Asa Cutler, the
older of the two men,
was born June 8, 1788
in Killingly, the son of
blacksmith Benjamin
Cutler who lived on what

is now Five Mile River
Road in Putnam. As a
young man Asa followed
in his father’s footsteps
as a blacksmith. On
September 30, 1813 he
married Sarah, daugh-
ter of Oliver and Tamar
(Davis) Torrey. By the
1820’s Northeastern
Connecticut had been
hit with “manufacturing
fever.” Asa Cutler was
not immune. “In 1825 he
with partners bought cot-
ton mills at North Oxford,
Massachusetts where he
was engaged in manufac-
turing four years, then
returned to Killingly.”
(A Cutler Memorial and
Genealogical History, p.
143, Ancestry.com). By
the 1830’s the anti-slav-
ery movement was tak-
ing hold in this area, and
Cutler became a staunch
abolitionist working with
national figures such as
William Lloyd Garrison,
editor of the Liberator,
and Unitarian minister
Samuel May. Cutler’s
name heads the list of
Killingly supporters on a
broadside that was pub-
lished February 24, 1838
to form a Connecticut
Antislavery Society. At
this point on time he
was living on what was
Killingly Hill and is
now Putnam Heights
across from the com-
mon. (Putnam was not
incorporated until 1855).
Killingly minister Elisha

Atkins and mill own-
ers Jabez Amsbury and
George  Weatherhead
were also signees. “In
1839, Asa again went to
Oxford, resumed his old
occupation and followed
the business successfully
until 1847, when he sold
a share of his interest,
settling permanently at
Pomfret Factories, now
Putnam. He was interest-
ed in public affairs and
very energetic in procur-
ing the set of incorpo-
ration of the new town.
He built a large brick
block of stores and many
dwellings which he rent-
ed.” (Cutler Memorial).
Cutler’shouse in Putnam,
across from the railroad
station, was known as a
safe haven for run-away
slaves by the yellow
blinds in its windows.
“The house on South
Main Street became the
rendezvous of those
interested in anti-slavery:
William Lloyd Garison,
editor of the Liberator;
Frederick Douglas,
Samuel May, Lucy Stone,
and many other noted
abolitionists, came to
Putnam, and here con-
ferred with Mr. Cutler.”
(Putnam Patriot, March
22, 1918; courtesy of the
late Robert Miller, former
Putnam municipal histo-
rian). His house is no lon-
ger standing but is visible
on the 1869 Putnam map
from O. W. Gray’s Atlas

Tasmyne Quinn named to
Goodwin University Dean’s List

EAST HARTFORD — Jasmyne Quinn has earned a
spot on Goodwin University’s Dean’s List for the sum-

mer 2025 semester.

Jasmyne, a student from Rogers, is one of 408 stu-
dents to make the Dean’s List, reserved for those
who demonstrate exemplary academic performance.
Dean’s List inclusion requires a student to earn a
minimum 3.5 GPA, the equivalent of an A- average,
during a given academic session. The student must
also be enrolled in a minimum of six academic credits

to qualify.

Goodwin University congratulates Jasmyne on mak-
ing the Dean’s List and demonstrating such a high
standard of excellence in the classroom and beyond!

Goodwin University in East Hartford, is an innova-
tive learning community that empowers hard-working
students to become sought-after employees. We tailor
our programs to address the needs of employers, and
we shape them to fit the lives of students. Classes
are conveniently offered year-round - days, evenings,
weekends, and online. Degrees may be flexibly layered
across certificate, associate, bachelor’s, and master’s
programs in a variety of in-demand fields. Better still,
we surround our students with the personal support
and the professional guidance they need - not just to
earn degrees, but to change lives for themselves, their
families, and their communities. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.goodwin.edu.

of Windham and Tolland
Counties, CT. Although
he moved to Putnam, Asa
retained his connections
to the Massachusetts
abolitionists and Anti-
Slavery Society. The
Aug. 6, 1851 issue of the
Massachusetts Spy from
Worcester, Vol. LXXX,
Issue 32, p. 2 noted that an
Anniversary Celebration
of the Abolition of slav-
ery in the West Indies
and Great Britain was
held in that city. Not only
was Cutler an attendee,
he was listed as one of
the vice-presidents of
the Society. Later that
year Cutler helped bring
nationally known abo-
litionist Lucy Stone to
Putnam as a speaker at
a meeting in Quinebaug
Hall in Putnam (The
Liberator, Friday,
October 3, 1851, Boston,
Mass., Vo. XXI, Issue 40,
p. 159; genealogybank.
com). His name appears
in a number of other arti-
cles in the Liberator (see
genealogybank.com for
newspaper articles about
Cutler).
Unfortunately,
Asa Cutler did not live
to see the end of slavery
in this country but died
March 7, 1859 after sev-
eral weeks of illness and
suffering.  Abolitionist
minister Samuel J.
May, Jr. himself, wrote

Rd., Tolland, CT 06084.
860-928-2341. All indi-
ces are unmanaged, and
investors cannot actu-
ally invest directly into
an index. Unlike invest-
ments, indices do not
incur management fees,
charges, or expenses. Past
performance does not
guarantee future results.
These materials are gen-
eral in nature and do not
address your specific sit-
uation. For your specific
investment needs, please
discuss your individual
circumstances with your
financial advisor.
S ource s

1 SeniorLiving.org,
“Senior In-Home Care
Costs | Elderly Home
Health Care Costs in 2025”
2 GolnstaCare, “In-Home
Elderly Care Costs in
2025: Complete Guide”
3 SeniorLiving.
org, “Nursing Home
Costs in 2025 by State
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4 Nurse Next Door, “The
Cost of Dignity: A Guide
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Happier Aging in 2025”
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ducted by CareScout®
8 SeniorLiving.org, “How
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9 Nurse Next Door, “The
Cost of Dignity: A Guide
to In-Home Care Costs
and Happier Aging in
2025”

a lengthy tribute which
appeared in the Friday,
March 25, 1859 issue of
the Liberator (p. 2). “Asa
Cutler was one of the
earliest Abolitionists of
New England, espousing
the cause in the days of
its darkness and peril,
and never wavering in
his attachments to it, nor
in his labors in its behalf,
to the very close of his
life. Wherever he lived,
there was an anti-slavery
centre (sic)...The early
agents and lecturers in
the Anti-slavery field
will, one and all, testi-
fy to the great value of
the help he gave them,
by his moral support and
his liberal pecuniary aid.
The Anti-slavery cause,
in his death, has lost a
very faithful and intelli-
gent friend, whose loss it
will be hard to supply.”

Margaret M. Weaver
Killingly Municipal
Historian, October 2025.
For additional informa-
tion email me at mar-
garetmweaver@gmail.
com or visit the Killingly
Historical Center at 196
Main St., Danielson,
Wednesday or Saturday
10 am.-4 p.m. or call
860-779-7250. Like us at
Facebook www.facebook.
com/killinglyhistorical-
society

Kelsie Boulet-Briere named to
Goodwin University Dean’s
List

EAST HARTFORD — Kelsie Boulet-Briere has
earned a spot on Goodwin University’s Dean’s List for

the summer 2025 semester.

Kelsie, a student from Putnam, is one of 408 students
to make the Dean’s List, reserved for those who demon-
strate exemplary academic performance. Dean’s List
inclusion requires a student to earn a minimum 3.5
GPA, the equivalent of an A- average, during a given
academic session. The student must also be enrolled in
a minimum of six academic credits to qualify.

Goodwin University congratulates Kelsie on making
the Dean’s List and demonstrating such a high stan-
dard of excellence in the classroom and beyond!

Goodwin University in East Hartford, is an innova-
tive learning community that empowers hard-working
students to become sought-after employees. We tailor
our programs to address the needs of employers, and
we shape them to fit the lives of students. Classes
are conveniently offered year-round - days, evenings,
weekends, and online. Degrees may be flexibly layered
across certificate, associate, bachelor’s, and master’s
programs in a variety of in-demand fields. Better still,
we surround our students with the personal support
and the professional guidance they need - not just to
earn degrees, but to change lives for themselves, their
families, and their communities. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.goodwin.edu.
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Napierata will make a difference for Killingly’s students

To the Editor:

I enthusiastically write this letter in
support of my husband, Kyle Napierata,
running for reelection to the Killingly
Board of Education. Kyle’s commitment
to excellence in education, transparent
communication, responsible budgeting,
and common sense qualities all make
him an outstanding candidate. In addi-
tion, he has one of the best, if not the
best attendance record for serving on
the Board over the last five years.

Sadly, we are seeing a trend across
our great nation where students are
being taught what to think, rather than
how to think. Kyle believes Killingly
schools are better than these present
educational trends and will continue to
help keep them that way. He maintains
focus on what is best for all students and
opposes political agendas to infiltrate
our schools.

Being married to a teacher, and hav-
ing many family members employed by
Connecticut schools, Kyle understands
and appreciates the incredible amount
of arduous work and dedication school
employees put forth every day.

Kyle is committed to transparent

communication and understands that
parents and guardians have a vital
role in the collaborative partnership
between schools, administrators and
families. His ability to communicate
with anyone is impressive. You will not
find Kyle attacking opponents or post-
ing anything negative on social media. I
applaud him for that and for being open
to conversation and debate.

Working for more than 35 years at
a small, family owned business has
taught Kyle the value of being fiscally
responsible. He has taught his own
children two basic financial principles
to live by- don’t spend money that you
don’t have and going into debt is not an
option.

As an elected board member, Kyle
serves to represent the community as a
whole. He always asserts that he has “a
responsibility to the students, parents,
staff, and taxpayers of Killingly.”

Please join me on Nov. 4 and vote for
making a difference in the education
and safety of Killingly’s students and
staff, by voting for Kyle Napierata.

JEN NAPIERATA
DANIELSON

Join me in supporting Michelle Murphy for re-election

To the Editor:

I would like to endorse Michelle
Murphy for re-elections as the Killingly
Town Councilor at large. Over the past
four years, I have had the pleasure of
working closely with Michelle. She
has performed her duties to positively
impact the Killingly community and its
residents.

Michelle moved to Killingly 10 years
ago to live in a quiet rural community
with affordable living. As a fiscal con-
servative, she has persevered through
difficult challenges and decisions to cut
taxes. She believes senior citizens on
fixed incomes deserve to stay in their
homes after a lifetime of working.

Michelle believes in sustainable
growth and development while at
the same time preserving Killingly’s
rural country charm. Over the past
year, she campaigned to have the
Planned Residential Developments
(PRD) removed from rural zones in the

Planning and Zoning Commission’s
updated regulations. Under the PRD
four housing units per acre would be
allowed in rural zones. Michelle, as well
as the residents of Killingly, do not
believe increased density and housing
developments are appropriate in rural
zones.

Michelle brings with her a wide vari-
ety of life and job experiences from
working on her family’s chicken farm,
security guard, ironworker, and cur-
rently being the project manager of
a wastewater treatment facility These
are a few of the examples that make
Michelle a highly competent Town
Councilor and servant for the Town of
Killingly.

Please join me in re-electing Michelle
Murphy for Killingly’s Councilor At
Large.

ULrLA K. Tik-BARCLAY
DANIELSON

Join the discussion of Brooklyn’s future

To the Editor:

On Monday, Oct. 20, the Brooklyn
Town Governance Committee will hold
a Special Town Meeting to gather public
input. The meeting begins at 7 p.m. in
the Brooklyn Middle School auditorium
(119 Gorman Rd.), and will also be avail-
able remotely via Google Meeting.

According to the 2025 Brooklyn Town
Profile posted on the town Web site,
our community now numbers 8,456 res-
idents, with a median age of 40. More
than 6,500 Brooklyn adults are age 20
and older. Imagine if hundreds, or even
a thousand, of us showed up to take part
in shaping Brooklyn’s future.

The Town Governance Special
Meeting agenda, available on the town
Web site, outlines the Governance com-
mittee’s request for public feedback

on a draft proposal to create a Town
Administrator or Town Manager posi-
tion. The Board of Selectmen estab-
lished this committee to research and
present options for residents to con-
sider, an idea that’s been discussed in
Brooklyn for years.

This committee needs us. Our feed-
back will help guide the final report
submitted to the Board of Selectmen for
review and possible action.

Let’s show up, speak up, and be part
of this important discussion.

I hope to see you at the Town
Governance meeting on Monday, Oct. 20
at the Brooklyn Middle School.

Respectfully,
Lisa ARENDS
BROOKLYN

Thought I was done with them

To the Editor:

Let us compare a recent quote out
of No. Grosvenordale with another
late-night mini- screed from the Right’s
dear leader. First, from Mr. Piette: «Most
non-biased people realized Joe Biden
was not all there.”

And now, Trump: «The Biden FBI
placed 274 agents into the crowd on Jan.
6. If this is so, which it is, a lot of very
good people will be owed big apologies.
What a scam — do something!”

Quiz time: Who was the President
on Jan. 6, 2021? Surprise, it was the
same guy who started a riot to prevent
Joe Biden from taking office. So how
could Biden be running the Department
of Justice, while he was still a citizen,
before being sworn in? There Mr. Piette,
now you know. One thing Trump forgot
in his delirium was that he pardoned
them all.

So, this is what real leadership is like,

a real President in the White House. I
imagine your pride for a convicted felon
and grifter knows no bounds.

Who enacts the federal laws and pen-
alties for breaking said laws in this coun-
try? I believe it is a duty of Congress. Yet
Trump puts out an asinine order stating
anyone burning an American flag will
receive one year in prison. I'm against
burning our flag yet the Supreme Court
allows it as freedom of speech with no
penalty. Trump, judge, jury and execu-
tioner. What a leader. And Republicans
just sit on their hands and watch. Like
you.

You want to know who is the real
leader of this disastrous clown show?
Look no further than that little Gestapo,
Stephen Miller.

Rick ROCHELEAU
DANIELSON

Republicans are why you have more “Democrats”
to vote for

To the Editor:

Once again it is time to be the voice of
reason amidst all the yelling, hollering,
and guerilla marketing.

Certain individuals have taken it upon
themselves to go utterly brand-crazy
about how “if they don’t have an R next
to their name they’re a Democrat!” I
kindly invite those people to take a break
from being wise in their own eyes and
learn how the world really works.

Party registration in the state of
Connecticut has no real ideological test,
and traditionally the two parties include
their respective centers. You can agree
with a party on a single issue and a
single issue only and register with that
party. Even that’s not necessary though
because as a closed primary state you
could agree with a party on zero issues,
register, and then just vote what you
want but only have your party registra-
tion to mess with a party’s primaries.

Lastly, there’s the bureaucratic side of
everything. Here in Putnam, we have a
Democratic Town Committee that has

had blatant talent funnel problems for
years. On the flip side, the Republicans
hit representation caps and have to pri-
mary out some people who want to run
for office. That leaves the door wide open
for candidates to party-switch if they
have a disagreement with their party
leadership (which may not even be about
issues if it’s an administrative thing) or
think they’re going to get primaried. If
the other party’s Swiss cheese and will
take whatever they can get, why not?
The new names besides same old same
old you’ll see on the “Democratic row”
in Putnam this November should not be
interpreted as “Putnam going woke” or
“Putnam becoming a sanctuary city” as
people’s internet meltdowns might sug-
gest. With the way some of our elections
work, it is very easy to end up with a very
conservative Board of Selectmen with a
mix of Ds and Rs this November. That’s
the game, and that’s how it’s played.
JAY GERHART
PurNnaM

Keep the Killin%l“y Board of Education moving

n

To the Editor:

Under the leadership of BOE
Chair Susan Lannon, members Misty
Murdock and Nelson “Buzz” King, the
Killingly Public Schools has made great
strides over the past two years. I am
writing to enthusiastically endorse
Susan, Misty, Buzz and Kyle Provencher
in the upcoming local election.

Over the last two years, the Board of
Education has brought stability, respect-
ability and tangible positive data as
a result of their hard work for our
students and KPS Staff. Graduation
rates have increased, attendance has
improved, test scores have increased,
students report feeling safer in schools
and attracting and retaining quality
staff has increased. When Killingly
Schools are in the newspaper or on the
TV, it has been for positive reasons. A
far cry from previous leadership.

Killingly High School has always been
a school of choice for sending towns
through our award-winning Agriculture

e right direction

Education program and now, because of
the renewed positive perception of the
quality education that can be obtained at
KHS, the towns of Woodstock, Sterling
and Canterbury have joined Brooklyn
and Pomfret as an option for their stu-
dents. I don’t think we could receive a
better endorsement than having those
towns put the education of their stu-
dents in our hands. The current board
has only one agenda — make decisions
based on what is best for our students
and staff and keep politics out of our
meetings.

If you have been watching the last
two years, it’s obvious that this group
has achieved that goal. Killingly Public
Schools have never been in better hands,
please be sure to come out to support
Susan, Misty, Buzz and Kyle on Nov/ 4
to keep our schools moving in the right
direction.

KEVIN MARCOUX
KILLINGLY

Thank you, Thompson citizens!

To the Editor:

We would like to take this opportunity
to thank the residents of Thompson for
passing the two resolutions at the Town
Meeting on Oct. 8, which will grant a tax
deferment to the potential developer of
the 630 Riverside Dr., the former Belding
Corticelli Mill.

That developer, Robert Letskus of
Refined Living, Inc. is proposing to build
a phased, mixed use project including
condominium and commercial units at
the site of the demolished mill.

This site sits at the intersection of
Route 12 and Route 200 and is a “gate-
way” location into North Grosvenordale.
The mill was largely demolished in
the 1990’s. Unfortunately, one of the
last remaining components, the stair
tower, collapsed in 2023. Refined Living,
Inc. plans to incorporate the remain-
ing structures, consisting of the guard
house and smokestack, into the develop-
ment project.

The developer deserves this assistance
with tax deferment as he begins work to
design, seek approval for and construct
this much needed project. Concerned
citizens of Thompson formed a Belding
Corticelli Improvement Committee in
2012 specifically to seek solutions to
this site, which had become such an

eyesore “at our town’s front door.” Our
committee, now named the Mill Sites
Redevelopment Advisory Committee
(MSRAC), has been able to secure grant
funding to test, identify and define the
environmental contamination from the
years of mill operation.

This played a major role in allowing
any potential developer to understand
the likely clean-up costs, so critical in
their project assessment.

It is very satisfying for MSRAC and
for our town to see a qualified developer
step forward. It is such a visible and
important site in Thompson.

Thank you again to the Thompson cit-
izens who voted unanimously to approve
the tax incentives at the recent Town
Mee ng. Kudos also to our Selectmen,
Town Planner and Town Tax Assessor
for their efforts to make this happen!

And best of luck to Robert Letskus
and his team! We look forward to getting
familiar with the project that they will
be proposing for this important site!

Sincerely,

JANET BLANCHETTE, MSRAC
CHAIRMAN

StEVE LEWIS, MSRAC VICE-
CHAIRMAN

THOMPSON

High school and Legion
coach Tom Auclair’s death

shocks region

BY RON P. CODERRE

The sudden passing
of baseball coaching
legend Tom Auclair’s
death struck the greater
Northeastern Connecticut
region with the force of an
earthquake as the news
rumbled throughout the
area. The ‘shock waves’
that were felt by his mul-
titude of friends and for-
mer players reached a
level equivalent to a 10 on
the Richter Scale.

Tom Auclair, a man of
courage and conviction,
was someone that you
either loved or didn’t, but
admired. As a dedicat-
ed coach for more than
20 seasons at Tourtellotte
Memorial High School
and 21 summers with
the TriTown American
Legion Baseball he can
best be characterized as
a hard-nosed disciplinar-
ian who demanded more
than 100 percent from
his players. Although he
was demanding he placed
as much work and dedi-
cation on himself as he
did on his players. If you
played for Tom Auclair, he
demanded your undevot-
ed attention to the game
of baseball and he gave
the same.

As demanding as he
was on the field between
the foul lines, he demon-
strated the same type of
results with his students
in the classroom. The
young people who came
under his guidance will
probably attest that he
is the one educator they
respected most and say
thank you to today.

Tom Auclair and I were
very close friends. As
young men, we played
together on the Weiss’
Market and Deary Bros.
softball teams for many
years. On the baseball
diamond we also often
had opposing roles, I as
an umpire and Tom as a

coach. Despite our occa-
sional differences of opin-
ion about a ‘safe or out’
call or balls and strikes,
we were always, and I
emphasize always, able to
sit down together, share
a moment and remain
friends.

I remember when he
contacted me in my com-
munity relations role at
Day Kimball Hospital. He
asked if I could arrange a
tour of the birthing cen-
ter and maternity area for
one of his classes. I dis-
cussed the request with
the nurse in charge of the
unit, who was very will-
ing to accommodate the
students and Mr. Auclair.

The entire morning
presentation and tour
was well received by the
students.  The results
proved to be just what the
doctor ordered for every-
one. When I spoke with
the nurse following the
morning, she said and I
quote, “That was one of
the best groups of stu-
dents I've ever spoken to
in my career. And I want
to share that the teacher
was the very best I've ever
encountered. His love
for his students was obvi-
ous.” What a tribute to a
man who many said was a
‘tough guy’

Tom Auclair worked
hard for everything he
accomplished or under-
took in life. He was not
born with the prover-
bial ‘silver spoon in
his mouth.” He was a
hard-working high school
athlete who exceeded all
expectations. He went on
to play college baseball at
Eastern Connecticut State
University. He ended up
giving back to the area
with a combined more
than 40 years of coaching
high school and American
Legion Baseball and high
school girls basketball.

Tom was fortunate that
his wife, Jan, of 54 years

loved baseball and provid-
ed him with support in all
his endeavors. Together
they raised three children
who were a credit to the
family as students and
athletes. Their daughter,
Heidi was a softball pitch-
er on the Putnam High
School State Champion
softball team. Their sons
Adam and Aaron went on
to collegiate baseball and
careers in law enforce-
ment and public safety.

Following retirement
in 2006, Tom and Jan
enjoyed the warmth and
sunshine of Florida,
where Tom continual-
ly worked on perfecting
his golf game. Back in
Connecticut during the
summer months Tom ded-
icated himself to teaching
his grandsons and their
teammates the funda-
mentals of our national
pastime as he continued
perfecting his golf game
at Quinnatisset Country
Club.

The family has estab-
lished the Tom Auclair
Memorial Scholarship.
And T'll go on the limb
and say anyone who knew
Tom SHOULD step up
and support this fund in
memory of this man who
gave up so much of him-
self for the benefit of oth-
ers, often to his own det-
riment. Supporting the
scholarship is the thing
to do. Send donations
today to The Tom Auclair
Memorial Scholarship
Fund, PO. Box 157,
Thompson, CT 06277-0157.

Tom Auclair, rest in
peace. Your life was not
for naught. In years to
come, young men and
women, who you coached
and taught, and are now
themselves coaches or
teachers, will pass on
your legacy telling their
players and students this
is what I learned from
Coach Tom Auclair.
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prospective developer, Refined
Living, LLC, brought a mixed-
use development plan to the
town which was the subject of
several public meetings with
town boards and commissions.
A presentation on Oct. 1 served
as the first major public gath-
ering solely dedicated to pro-
viding details about the project.
A week later, on Oct. 8, voters
approved allowing the town to
enter into agreements for the
assignment of real property tax
liens and tax incentives for 630
Riverside Dr. which were essen-
tial to allowing Refined Living,
LLC to proceed.

At the Oct. 1 hearing, Robert
Letskus, CEO of Refined Living,
LLC, and other speakers from
the town provided insight into
the history and potential future
of the mill site which closed in
the 1960s and was demolished
in 2006. The town had utilized
a Brownfields Development
grant from 2015 to complete an
environmental assessment of

the site. Today the property is
overgrown with only a smoke-
stack and guard house remain-
ing from the original mill, both
of which are expected to remain
as part of the project. Letskus’s
plans include 64 two-bedroom
52 one-bedroom condominium
units, and 12 ground level com-
mercial storefront units. An
agricultural marketplace and
greenhouse components are
also being explored.

During the Oct. 1 presenta-
tion, Letskus expressed his
excitement for the project which
he said has been his main focus
for some time.

“For the last six months, I've
been obsessed with this project.
My development is very non-in-
trusive of the property,” Letskus
said. “The units are circulated
around the guardhouse. We're
going to revamp the guardhouse
and make it a business.”

At that same presentation,
First Selectwoman Amy St.
Onge said the project is a prom-
ising and exciting prospect
that would help with economic
growth and bring new life to

Thompson’s main corridor.

“It’s cleaning up something
that’s been an eyesore and
improving the area that really
is the gateway. When you come
from either direction on 395
what do you see when you first
enter North Grosvenordale?
You see a pile of rubble,” said
St. Onge. “We accomplish curb
appeal and, second, we are
going to accomplish environ-
mental cleanup. It’s time. Third
of course is vibrancy, bringing
commerce to this area at the
gateway is just going to be phe-
nomenal.”

It appears that citizens found
the proposal agreeable as there
was no major opposition from
those who voted in approval
of the items at the Oct. 8 town
meeting.

Town officials estimate that
the total tax implications for the
completed project are just under
$580,000 in tax revenue between
the residential and retail space
based on the current tax rate
which, inevitably, could change
as budgets fluctuate year to year.

[t all adds up

We sat in the shaded outdoor
café enjoying chips and tortilla
soup. It was our last day of vaca-
tion, and we were reveling in
the ambience of the San Antonio
Riverwalk — 15 miles of trees,
gardens, fountains, unique bridg-
es, shops, restaurants, and hotels
flanking the San Antonio River.
Half of the river is natural, and
half is man-made. It is only three
or four feet deep, so people can
safely walk the various paved
pathways along its banks without unsightly hand-
rails. Over the years it has been developed in such
a beautiful destination that over 11.5 million peo-
ple visitors each year.

As we nibbled on our snack, we were talking
with my niece who had met us there. It was our
last few minutes together, so we were catching up
on her life, commenting on the ducks and savor-
ing our time together. Suddenly my niece was
distracted. She interrupted our conversation and
called out something to a woman who was stand-
ing on a tour boat that had just docked nearby. The
lady was bent over the side of the boat looking for
something. We could see that it was her phone.
She had dropped it, and it had landed under the
seat that was now blocking her view of it. It was
perched partly on the deck of the boat and partly
dangling over the water. My niece was directing
her to the exact location of her “almost lost,”
phone which may have been worth $800-$1,000.

I was immediately reminded of something I
had overheard from one of those passing tour
boats just the day before. The guide was explain-
ing that every other year, in the winter, the city
of San Antonio drains the Riverwalk in order to
clean it out. Last year they found 1,000 cell phones

at the bottom of the river.
BEYOND That’s easily $800,000 worth
THE PEWS of phones. It all adds up!
e e o wws Itis amazing how small
things can make a big dif-
BY BISHOP ference, especially when one
JOHN W. person does it many times
HANSON or many people do it a few
ACTS 11 times. The cumulative result
MINISTRIES  ¢an be dramatically good
— O bad. Consider these few

examples:

If everyone in town threw
their empty cans out their car window, a beautiful
city could quickly turn into a garbage dump.

If everyone in the neighborhood planted a flow-
er garden, it could quickly seem like an affluent
neighborhood.

If everyone drove aggressively, flashing their
lights and honking their horn at anyone who
dares inconvenience them, it would feel like a
cruel dog-eat-dog world.

If everyone said please and thank you, the world
would seem like it is full of good people.

Jesus taught a powerful principle that, if fol-
lowed, would add up to making things dramati-
cally better for everyone. He said “Do to others
whatever you would like them to do to you. This
is the essence of all that is taught in the law and
the prophets.” (Matthew 7:12 nlt) If everyone in
the world truly applied this principle, it would be
a much more beautiful place to live. But we can’t
wait for everyone else to go first. We must go first
and trust that others will follow. If enough people
choose well, it will all add up, and our world will
be better for it!

Bishop John W Hanson oversees Acts II
Ministries in Thompson. For more information,
please visit www.ActsII.org.

Idea in the mind!

Andrew Carnegie was born on Nov. 25,
1835, in Dunfermline, Scotland. In 1848, his
family crossed the Atlantic and squeezed
into a single rented room near Pittsburgh.
Machines had wiped out his father’s weaving
trade. His mother took in mending and sold
bread to keep them alive.

No money. No connections. Schooling cut
short. Odds of success? Near zero.

At 13—before child labor laws or safety nets—he
was expected to earn a living. He worked from
dusk till dawn for $1.20 a week. Just enough to
keep the rent paid.

He clawed his way to a telegraph office—first as
a messenger, then as an operator, sending messag-
es across the wire faster than any train.

It opened a door to the Pennsylvania Railroad.
There, for the first time, he saw the inner work-
ings of power. He watched the men at the top. He
took notes. And somewhere along those tracks, he
made a quiet decision: He wouldn’t just ride the
rails—he’d own them.

He moved forward with that idea, built a steel
empire, and became the wealthiest man alive.

Carnegie then turned to a bigger question: What
creates success?

In 1908, he met a young reporter named Napoleon
Hill and dared him to find the answer. He opened
doors to tycoons and inventors, told Hill to study
them, and to write the playbook.

Years later, Hill delivered it—{first in “The Law
of Success,” then in “Think and Grow Rich.” That
book went on to sell over 70 million copies—and
it’s still reprinted and read around the world.

Of all the ideas Carnegie gave Hill, one grips me
most. He reportedly said:

“Any idea that is held in the mind—emphasized,
feared, or revered—begins at once to clothe itself
in the most convenient and appropriate form.”

Burn that into your mind!

Let’s break it down.

“Any idea held in the mind...”

What does it mean to hold an idea? It means you
keep it alive. You see it in your mind every day. You
write it down. You say it out loud. You paste it on
your fridge. You carve time for it. You take small,
doable steps now—not later.

“...Emphasized, feared, or revered...”

To emphasize means to want it deeply. You think
about it often. You're willing to give up comforts

Quiet Corner Al-Anon group
meets Wednesdays

WOODSTOCK — An open Al-Anon meeting

Congregational Church every Wednesday from 7:30-8:30 p.m.
The Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family Group is open to anyone affected by alcohol-
ism, family or friend. Any enquiries can be directed to 860-634-3271.

PosITIVELY
SPEAKING

MOORE

and distractions to chase it.

To fear it means the right kind of fear—
the voice that whispers, “If I don’t act, this
dream will die.” It gets you out of bed. It
drives you to do the hard thing first.

To revere it means to honor it. You treat
it like a calling. You protect it from doubt,
from cynics, from your own excuses.

“...begins at once to clothe itself in the
most convenient, appropriate form.”

What happened to Carnegie when his dream
began to clothe itself? The world began to respond.
A skill put him near railroad men. A boom in
demand met him on the tracks. A new way to make
steel found him. Partners appeared. Doors opened.
Setbacks drove him forward.

The idea became motion, then matter. It put on
names, places, timing, and tools—until it wasn’t
an idea anymore. It was his life.

Now you ask: When will my dream happen?

When farmers plant seeds, they don’t demand a
harvest tomorrow. They water. They weed. They
walk the rows before sunrise. They fight off the
pests, mend broken fences, pray for rain, and rise
again.

When a child is conceived, no mother asks, “Why
isn’t the baby born yet?” She
nourishes it for nine months,
knowing its time will come.

So it is with your dream.

One of the great teachers
of human potential, Bob
Proctor, taught that you may
not know a dream’s gestation
time, but you can shorten it
through focus and concentra-
tion.

Show up when it’s boring.
Work when it’s hard. Believe
when no one sees. Be patient
like a farmer. Fierce like a
parent. Steady like the sun.

If you hold the picture in
your mind, and you move
your feet—

If you believe through the
silence, Work through the
doubt, Stay lit by a desire that
doesn’t dim—Then one day,
your dream, dressed in real

TOBY

meets at the East Woodstock

Call 860-315-9656 to
schedule a hearing evaluation.

Does your insurance cover hearing aids?

Let us check for you. We work with Anthem BCBS,
United Healthcare, Hearing Care Solutions,
Amplifon, Nation’s Hearing, American Hearing
Benefits, and CT Medicaid.

Hearing Solutions for all Lifestyles and Budgets since 1981

CODERRE

continued from page Al

$25, will go directly to the
Putnam Aspinock Historical
Society. He’s currently
arranging book signings,
which will be announced
shortly. Copies can currently
be purchased at the Aspinock
Historical Society located in
the Municipal Complex at 200
School St. in Putnam.

“A publication on this sub-

ject is long overdue. We're so
pleased to support Coderre’s
work because we feel it’s
extremely important to
the history of Putnam. We
encourage people to share
the news with relatives
who may have moved from
Putnam and would be inter-
ested in this booklet,” said
John Miller, President of the
Putnam Aspinock Historical
Society.

WOODSTOCK

continued from page Al

Daugherty said told the audi-
ence. “This is why even if we
don’t split the budget vote, we
still need to include advisory
questions on the ballot.”

Voters eventually decided
to maintain the current prac-
tice although some did ask if
advisory questions could still
be added to the ballot which
town officials confirmed had
been done in the past.

The meeting also addressed
a resolution to authorize the
Town to convey property,

including an 8.2-acre par-
cel of town owned land on
Quarry Road, to Kim and
Patricia Neely for $14,000
with the proceeds from the
sale would go into the Town’s
open space fund. Another
item proposed an ordinance
making the Town Treasurer
an appointed position with a
third item addressing wheth-
er the town should hold its
annual town meeting in April
rescinding a resolution from
2010 which instructed it to be
held in May. All these items
were approved by a voice
vote.

ALTERNATIVE

continued from page Al

trum” of students. Some only
needs a few credits but oth-
ers needing much more work
to reach their diplomas. The
program creates individual
plans for each participant
that school officials hope will
put them on the right path
towards success.

“It’s a typical school day
schedule. We have two cer-
tified teachers. The good
news for this program is
that it’s budget neutral. We
are receiving a SEED grant,
special education expansion
grant, and that falls under the
KTA (Killingly Therapeutic
Academy) so even though we
haven’t received that money

yet, we know what the alloca-
tion is and we are able to pay
two retired certified teachers
the hours they are working,”

said Nash-Ditzel.
High school and district
administrators initially

wanted to include ten stu-
dents in the pilot program
but instead approached six
families for the first year of
the program. Each student
worked with a counselor to
formulate their individual
learning plans and adminis-
tration meets with both pro-
gram educations biweekly
to ensure each student is on
track.

Nash-Ditzel says they all
hope the program contin-
ues to grow and reach that
ten-student threshold in the
next year.

\. THE SIDIN

=
Financing available

We take pride
in our customer
service!

Siding * Roofing * Windows * Decks ® Sunrooms

AFFORDABL £/

FALL SPECIALS
NOW IN EFFECT
$$$9$

thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771 860.963.9035 [~
860.886.1718 860.564.7088

References Galore e Fully Licensed e Senior Discounts e Lead Safe

G STORE ' |

"
to qualified customers!

VISA ™5

»

Charles A.

- 7

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester,
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ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
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Boys Cross-Country

Woodstock Academy 21
NFA 37
The Centaurs and

Wildcats finished off
their dual meet seasons
against one another at the
Woodstock Fairgrounds.

Jack Dempsey of
Norwich Free Academy
(2-6, 0-4 Eastern
Connecticut Conference
Division I) finished first
overall in 17 minutes,
39 seconds but he was
chased across the line by
four Woodstock Academy
runners.

Lucas Hecker was the
leader of the pack for
the Centaurs (4-1, 3-1) in
17:58 followed by Sam
Greene, Bronson Eddy
and Harrison Durand.

Girls Cross-Country

Woodstock Academy 19

NFA 44

Freshman
Langevin

Emelia
remained

undefeated on her home
course as she toured the
Woodstock Fairgrounds
in 20 minutes, 56 seconds.

SeniorsIsabel D’Alleva-
Bochain and Olivia Tracy,
in their final home meets,
finished third and fifth
respectively while fresh-
man Claire Bruneaux was
fifth for the Centaurs (3-2,
3-1 Eastern Connecticut
Conference Division I).

Helen Muench prevent-
ed the sweep as she fin-
ished second overall for
the Wildcats (2-5, 1-3).

Centaurs finish fourth
and sixth at Wickham
Park Invitational

The Woodstock
Academy girlscross-coun-
try team placed 4th in
the Large School race
at the Wickham Park
Invitational with fresh-
man Emelia Langevin
5th overall in 20:01.

Olivia Tracy was
36th for the Centaurs
while Clare Bruneaux

Killing High
School Weekly

Sports Wrap-Up

Field Hockey

Killingly field hockey secured a 2-1 home win in
overtime over NFA on Oct. 7. Killingly trailed 0-1 at the
half after a goal by Bella Ruta. Senior Josie Sanchez
scored in the third quarter to tie the game up. The
game stayed tied 1-1 and went into overtime. Senior
Goalie Sage Cusson Malone, posted 10 saves including
a stroke save. In Overtime, Freshman Olivia Cesolini
scored the game winning goal with just 18 seconds left
on the clock. It was an exciting game until the very
end! An overall outstanding team win! The team now
stood at 3-4 in ECC conference play after this game.

Girls Soccer

Killingly made the trip to Amistad on Wednesday,
Oct. 8 and came away with a strong team win 8-0. The
goals were scored by Nina Purcell, Adalyn Malarkey,
Madison Perry, Samantha Bourque, Kezlee Morrarty;,
Lianna Hutchinson, Ashley Boudreau, and Hazel
Clavette. Hazel, Lianna, and Madison each netted their
first varsity goals! Assists were provided by Gracie
Pekarovic-West (2), Aislynn Hassett, Kate Crowley,
Declyn Benjamin, and Adalyn Malarkey. The team
record is now 8-2-2 for the season.

The girls fell short in a tough 0-2 loss to Wheeler on
Friday afternoon, Oct. 10, despite controlling posses-
sion for the majority of the match.

The team now holds a solid 8-3-2 record as they
continue building momentum heading into the final
stretch of the season.

Volleyball
The Killingly Volleyball team traveled to Wheeler
High School on Wednesday, Oct. 8.

The JV record fell to 11-4, losing to Wheeler 1 set to
2, 26-24, 11-25, 19-25. Evangelina Stockwell had 3 kills;
Lillian McDonald had 3 assists; Violet Schafer had 2
aces; Lyla Rondeau had 3 digs, 3 aces, 3 Kills; Haillee
James had 2 aces, 2 Kills, 2 assists; Arya Davis gad
2 assists; Addison had 2 aces; Loretta Lannon had 5
blocks, 2 aces, 5 Kills; and Ellsie Antobenedetto had 2
kills to lead Killingly.

Killingly 3, Wheeler 2
Killingly 11-4

Wheeler 7-8

19-25, 22-25, 25-13, 25-23,15-7

The Varsity record rose to 11-4, defeating Wheeler 3
sets to 2, 19-25, 22-25, 25-13, 25-23,15-7.Danielle Veillette
had 6 digs, 5 aces; Kalynn Dombkowski had 13 assists;
Lyla Rondeau had 5 digs, 3 aces; Kayla Drinkwater
had 7 Kills; Kendall Rosen had 10 Kills; Jaliyah Blair
had 2 blocks, 4 aces; Shyah Baker had 17 aces, 10 kills,
13 assists; Loretta Lannon had 2 blocks; and Jayden
Durand had 3 aces, 5 kills to lead Killingly.

The team had two matches over the long weekend.
On Friday, Oct. 10, they traveled to Lyman High School.

The JV record fell to 11-5, losing to Lyman 1 set to 2,
25-13, 22-25, 5-25.

Killingly 1, Lyman 3
Killingly 11-5

Lyman 10-6

20-25, 25-21, 15-25, 17-25

The Varsity record fell to 11-5, losing to Lyman 1 set
to 3, 20-25, 25-21, 15-25, 17-25.

On Monday,Oct. 13, the team traveled to Hamden
High School.

The JV record fell to 11-6, losing to Hamden 1 set to
2, 17-25, 25-13, 23-25.

Killingly 1, Hamden 3
Killingly 11-6
Hamden 13-5
18-25, 16-25, 25-18, 17-25

The Varsity record fell to 11-6, losing to Hamden 1 set
to 3, 18-25, 16-25, 25-18, 17-25

Killingly was next scheduled to host Windham Tech
after this week’s press deadline on Wednesday, Oct. 15.

SPORTS
The Week in Sports at Woodstock Academy

placed 38th and Isabel
D’Alleva-Bochain was

43rd.
The Woodstock
Academy boys

cross-country team
placed 6th in the Large
school race with Lucas
Hecker in 23rd; Sam
Greene 30th; Bronson
Eddy 41st and Harrison
Durand 44th.

Boys Soccer

Woodstock Academy 1

St. Bernard 0

Zach Armbruster
scored off a free kick
from 28 yards out in the
first half and it stood up
as the Centaurs eclipsed
the .500 mark, improving
to 4-3-4 on the season.

The loss dropped the
Saints to 8-4 on the year.

Girls Soccer

Bacon Academy 2

Woodstock Academy 0

The Bobcats got a
goal in the first half and
another early in the sec-
ond to continue their
undefeated ways.

Bacon Academy fresh-
man Ava Galante put her
team on the board first,
taking a corner from
senior Arianna Elliott 23
minutes, 9 seconds into
the match and finding the
back of the net.

The Bobcats (13-0, 9-0
Eastern  Connecticut
Conference Division I)
put the win away when
Quinn Guntulis added a
second goal just 2:48 into
the second half.

Ellary Sampson made
eight saves in net for the
Centaurs (3-8-3, 2-4-3).

Prep Soccer
Woodstock Academy
Prep2 5

St. Thomas More 1

Five different players
scored for the Centaurs
who improved to 5-3
and 3-0 in the Global
Education Sports
Partners League with the
win over the Chancellors.

Mark Maruyama had
a goal and an assist
and Nico Ochoa, Luca
Passinha Braz, Victor
Schougaard and Antonio
Amado added goals in
the win for Woodstock
Academy at the Bentley
Athletic Complex.

Woodstock Academy
Prep2 2

Spire Academy 0

The Centaurs traveled
a long distance to pick up
their sixth win in nine
matches.

Jaehee Kim scored
both goals for Woodstock
Academy in the match
played at Western Reserve
Academy while Penrose
Ayeyei added an assist.

Woodstock Academy
Prep1 3

Andrews
Academy 1

The Centaurs kept
their winning ways going
despite being far from
home and being down on
the scoreboard early.

Richard Sarpong,
Alexavier Gooden and
Jeongbin Lee got the
goals for Woodstock
Academy (7-0, 2-0 Prep
Premiore League) while
Ozzie Pearman added a
pair of assists.

Osborne

Woodstock Academy
Prep2 3

University School 1

The Centaurs Prep 2
team played its second
match in two days, had to
battle back from an early
deficit, but still prevailed
to improve to 7-3 on the
season.

Victor Schougaard,
Mac Gallagher and Mark
Maruyama had the goals
for the Centaurs with
Fabian Crespo, Jaehee
Kim and Matias Solano
delivering assists.

Girls Volleyball

Woodstock Academy 3

Plainfield 0

Senior Gianna
Musumeci was effective
from the backline and
behind the service line
for the Centaurs who
improved to 11-5 with the
win.

The Libero had 24 digs
and 14 service points
including four aces for
Woodstock Academy.

Fellow senior Kaylee
Bundy led the offense
with 17 kills, Lily Morgis
had 27 assists and Vivian
Bibeau added 10 service
points in the win over the
host Panthers (9-8).

Woodstock Academy 3

NFA 0

The Centaurs saw their
starting setter, senior
Lily Morgis, go down due
to injury in the second set
but sophomore Phoebe
Huston filled in admi-
rably as the Centaurs
posted the shutout vic-
tory over their Eastern
Connecticut Conference
Division I rivals.

Huston finished with 15
assists for the Centaurs
and helped outside hit-
ters Kaylee Bundy (13
kills) and Kennedy
McCooey record 21 kills
as Woodstock Academy
improved to 12-5 overall
and finished 6-2 in the
Division.

Libero Gianna
Musumeci added 24 digs
on Dig Pink Night at

Woodstock Academy.

Alivia Bialowas,
Amirah Carter, Petra
Berry and Janiah Carter
all had four kills each
for NFA (9-7, 3-5) while
Savannah Guernsey had
11 assists.

Football

Griswold/Wheeler 47

Woodstock Academy 20

The Wolverines broke
open what was a one-pos-
session game at the half
by putting four touch-
downs on the board in
the third quarter.

Griswold/Wheeler
quarterback Kolby
Mills (12-for-25 passing,
190 yards) hit Nicholas
Watters with a 30-yard
touchdown pass and
Jason Demicco with a
short 3-yard toss for two
of those third quarter
scores.

He also scored one of
his own as he turned a
busted play into a touch-
down. Mills reeled in a
bad snap that popped
up into the air, tucked
it and ran it in from
two yards out. Demicco
added a 19-yard run to
account for the scoring in
the third quarter for the
Wolverines (3-1).

Mills also hit Watters
for a 12-yard score and
scored on a 1-yard scam-
per in the first half while
Demicco added a 3-yard
run for a touchdown.

Woodstock Academy
quarterback Elijah Poh
(12-for-26, 247 yards) had
three long completions
for scores. He hit Caydem
Herlihy (7 catches, 165
yards) for scores of 72
and 62 yards and Griffen
Bloom for a 39-yard tally
for the Centaurs (0-4).

DMAA students to compete at 15th annual
World Martial Arts Games

DANIELSON — Two members of the Danielson
Martial Arts Academy, 7th Dan black belt Master
Daryl Laperle and 3rd Dan black belt Aidan McKenna,
will travel to Oslo, Norway this November to compete
at the 15th annual World Martial Arts Games as part
of the U.S. Martial Arts Team New England.

Five-time Martial Arts Hall of Fame inductee,
Master Daryl Laperle, will compete in the full-con-
tact sparring and empty hand forms divisions. Third
Dan black belt, Aidan McKenna, will compete in the
weapons division with a bow staff form of his own
creation.

Both members of the Academy earned their spots
on the team last November at tryouts hosted by the
U.S. Team coaches. Tryouts included hopeful competi-
tors from different schools and Martial Arts styles all
over New England. Laperle and McKenna have been
training with other USA team members and coaches
since last year in preparation for this year’s compe-
tition.

The international World Martial Arts Games have
drawn hundreds of competitors from more than 22
nations in the past and are held in a different city
each year. This is the first year that New England will
be represented by its own team. Additionally, martial
artists Justin and Jewelianna Ramos-Ortiz — stars of
the hit Netflix series Cobra Kai - will be part of the
opening ceremonies and host one of the seminars at
the event.

In its 51st year, the Danielson Martial Arts Academy
(DMAA) is one of the longest running Karate schools
in New England. Master Laperle has been the school’s
head instructor for 31 years. Mr. McKenna has been
with the Academy for 12 years and, among other
instructing duties, has been running the school’s
weapons program for the past four years.

DMAA is a member of the Cheezic Tang Soo Do

VL »

CHEEZIC
TANG

\'SO0 DO

Federation, an international Karate organization with
more than 50 schools worldwide and more than 5,000
students. You can learn more about the Danielson
Martial Arts Academy by visiting www.danielsonmar-
tialarts.com.

would like to recommend attend the meetings.

drug addiction.

in Pomfret, call 203-561-7954.

New Al-Anon meeting in Pomfret

POMFRET — The recently formed Together We Can Do It Al-Anon Family Group is meeting at
Christ Church in Pomfret (Route 169) on Tuesdays at noon. Enter the lower level through the door by the
flagpole in the pollinator garden. This is an open meeting, meaning not only family and friends of people
suffering from the effects of addiction are welcome, but also professionals who may have clients they

Al-Anon is a worldwide program for people just like you, who are worried about someone with a
drinking problem. This Pomfret group will also welcome folks concerned about someone suffering from

Utilizing the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous, the group will discuss the Steps, Concepts, and
Traditions as well as offer support for your specific situation. No advice is given; understanding and sup-
port in a confidential setting are the largest benefits of membership in the group.

For more information about Al-Anon, visit www.al-anon.org. For information about the meeting

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL -~ VillagerNewspapers. com

HARMAC

((il)) Iy
HIII i IE I

_LAUNDRY _ RESTAURANT

®

PIZZA




VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS

Friday, October 17, 2025« A11

SPOR'TS

Putnam American Legion
hosts Golf Tournament

PUTNAM — Putnam’s
Mayotte-Viens American
Legion Post 13 held their
annual golf tournament
on Monday, Sept. 15 at
the beautiful Connecticut
National Golf Course in
Putnam. It was a perfect
day for golf - a beauti-
ful crisp clear day that
offered a hint of autumn
for the 27 foursomes
which completed the 18
hole course.

According to Post 13
Commander  Michael
Rocchetti, “The Golf
Tournament is one of our
most important annu-
al fund raising events
and a primary source
of income for the Post.
There was a great turn-
out, and the support, and
generosity of our local
community is evident!
It’s nice to know that the
community appreciates
the work our American
Legion Post is doing for
the local community.”

This year, the focus of
the golf tournament was
twofold — to honor the
legacy of Putnam’s only
Congressional  Medal
of Honor recipient — US
Navy submariner Henry
Breault, and to establish

and fund an endowment
for veterans scholarships
at Quinebaug Valley
Community College.

Brian Maynard, a past
Post 13 Commander,
served as the Chairman
of the Golf Committee
and put together a
team that included Ed
Morissette, Cara Mooney,
Shayna O’Brien, Emma
Prindle, Mike Vasar,
Earl Rosebrooks, Chas
MacKenzie, and Nick
Patel.

According to Maynard,
“This was an all-star team
— highly motivated and
very dedicated to making
the event a success.”

Maynard also congrat-
ulated the tournament
winning foursome of
Northeast Flooring &
Kitchens (Alec Foucalt,

Josh Rice, Andrew
Senecal, and Chris
Lajoie), with a score of

55, which is 17 under par.

Maynard kicked-off the
event with the Pledge of
Allegiance. He also talk-
ed a bit about the impor-
tance of the Legion’s
programs in Putnam, and
the postive impact they
have on the local commu-
nity. He also expressed

sincere gratitude for the
primary tournament
sponsors which includ-
ed Big Garry’s Discount
Liquors, and The
Supported Living Group.
We also thank all of the
other spnsors includ-
ing our “Colonel-level”
Sponsors:Roger Franklin,
The HILB Group, EDS
Mechanical, FCT Inc
(Earl Rosebrooks), and
Northeast Kitchens
and Floring [George
Amenabar]. Our “Major-
level” sponsors includ-
ed: Jewitt City Savings
Bank, Michael Rocchetti,
Waste Inovations, Service
Master by Mason, Downes
Construction, Michael
Losasso, Arbella (Marie
Glaude), A Block Away
Construction LLC, Delta
Dental (James Cannon),
KIllingly glass, Venture
Communications &
Security, Beacon Mutual
Insurance, and Bank
Hometown. Special
thanks also to our many
tee sponsors: Kevin
Lengyel & Associates
LLC, Krolln Kutz, Rawson
Materials, Putnam
Police Department,
Tee Sign in honor of
Alan-Scott Herman,
D & S Construction,
Quinn Family, Mark
Brule [in honor of
Thomas Brule USMC],
Unicorr Packaging,
Spirol International
Co., Bachand Longo &
Higgins, Baker’s Dozen,
and Sunny’s Discount

Liquors.
Commander Michael
Rocchetti added, “We

are also thankful for
the many donations we
received for raffle prizes,
and for the people who
came out today to golf at
our tournament. It’s just
overwhelming we exceed-
ed our expectations! How
lucky we are to live in
such a great community!”

Putnam’s American
Legion Post 13 has been
active in our communi-
ty since 1919. This vet-
eran’s organization
stands on four pillars
- Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation, National
Security, Americanism,
and Children & Youth.
The Legion has a wide
variety of related pro-
grams that directly sup-
port our local community.

860-315-1228.

Steak dinner to benefit Paws Cat Shelter

PUTNAM —The Knights of Columbus, 64 Providence St., Putnam, is hosting
a steak dinner fundraiser to benefit Paws Cat Shelter on Friday, Oct. 24. Food
will be served from 6-7 p.m. Eat in or take out.

$30 per ticket includes sirloin steak, baked potato, green beans and a roll.
Tickets are limited and can be purchased at Knights of Columbus, Paws Cat
Shelter, 74 School St., Putnam, and Joseph Jewelers, 153 School St., Putnam.

Paws is a non-profit, all volunteer organization caring for the cats of our
communities. For more information on how you can donate, contact Paws at

@W@W

Funeral Homes and Crematory
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“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory
104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 » 860-928-7723 * GilmanAndValade.com
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Harry Hewko, 103

Harry Hewko, 103 of
Dayville died October
4, 2025, at his home
in Dayville. He was
born on July 15, 1922,
in Brooklyn to the son
of the late Wasyl and
8 Julia (Russin) Hewko.

Harry enlist-
ed in the Navy on
December 30, 1941 served until January
9, 1946, with an Honorable Discharge
and a rating of Petty Officer First
Class. He was a Service Manager for
40 years at the local Ford and Mercury
dealership. Harry and his dad built the
foundation for the Killingly Rifle Club
on South Street in Brooklyn. Harry
was a past President and Officer of the

club. He also served
as an Officer in the
VFW for several
years. Harry lived at
Alexander’s Lake for
74 years. He loved to
play golf at Brooklyn
Country Club and
Connecticut National
Golf Club with Don
Costello. He enjoyed going to Vermont
and weekends to snow mobile with
friends from 1950 to 1970.

He was predeceased by his first wife
Margaret and his second wife Faye.

He will be buried with Margaret in
Holy Cross Cemetery in Danielson on
October 16, 2025, at 10:30.

Judge John D. Boland,77

Judge John D.
Boland of Pomfret,
CT passed away
peacefully at home
on October 10, 2025
at age 77. John was
born on June 8, 1948
d in Carbondale, PA
ol to Floran and Stella

Boland. In 1955, the
family moved to Stamford, CT. Later,
John would make his home in Pomfret,
CT for over 48 years.

He leaves behind his beloved wife of
53 years, Susan Preston Boland, and
their three children: Daniel Boland
(Meeok Kim) of Cambridge, MA,
Vanessa Boland Edouard (Arps) of
Quincy, MA and S. Micaela Maines
(Matthew) of Woodstock, CT. He also
leaves behind his five grandchildren:
Evelyn, Theodore, Russell, Simon, and
Juliette. He is survived by his brother
Floran Boland (the late Virginia) of
West Hartford, CT, and sister Maureen
Cooper (Johann) of Willington, CT.

John was born into a devout Catholic
family and found the church so irresist-
ible that he spent four years studying
for the priesthood in minor seminary
and at Fairfield University However, at
age 20, after becoming active in anti-war
movements and political campaigning
for Bobby Kennedy, he decided to leave
college and that path behind to serve as
a Peace Corps Volunteer in a tuberculo-
sis control program in Bolivia. When
he returned, he enrolled at UCONN,
where on the first day of classes, he met
Susan. They were both 22, and have
been inseparable ever since.

John went on to complete a BA and
MA in literature at UCONN, then a
Juris Doctor at Georgetown University.
After graduating, he launched a twen-
ty-seven year career as a lawyer in gen-
eral practice in Northeast CT, largely
at the partnership of Boland, St. Onge,
and Brouillard. He practiced many
forms of law, and was proud of his
ability to resolve cases through medi-
ation. He was the town attorney for
Pomfret, Chaplin, Ashford, Brooklyn,
and Canterbury.

A deep commitment to strengthening
our civil society led him to serve on the

Pomfret Board of Education (8 years),
the town’s Board of Finance (14 years,
Chairman for 8 years). He was a long-
term member of the Democratic Town
Committee. He also served on the boards
of United Services (8 years, President
for 3 years), Natchaug Hospital (8
years) and on the Ethics Committees at
Day Kimball Hospital (17 years). One
of his proudest accomplishments was
being one of the founders and the first
president of the Quinebaug-Shetucket
Heritage Corridor Corporation (now
The Last Green Vally, Inc.), which
protects the cultural, historical, and
natural heritage of over 700,000 acres
across 35 towns in Northeast CT and
Southeastern MA. Despite all of these
endeavors, John still made time to have
dinner with the family every night.

In 2004, his civil service took a new
form, as a judge of the Connecticut
Superior Court where he served multi-
ple terms in family, criminal, juvenile,
and civil divisions. His judicial assign-
ments included service as the presid-
ing judge of the New London Judicial
District Family Division and as pre-
siding judge of the Windham Judicial
District Juvenile Division. He served
honorably until his retirement in 2020.

He was passionate about the arts,
literature, and many forms of music,
particularly opera. He read broadly and
voraciously; he would adamantly tout
Moby Dick as the best novel ever writ-
ten. He loved to travel, and vacations
were packed with museums and explo-
ration. He spoke Spanish, Portuguese,
Italian and French, and studied a half
dozen other languages just for the fun
of it. He loved sitting around discuss-
ing ideas and politics with friends until
the late hours of the evening.

Calling hours will be held on
Saturday, October 18 from 3-6pm at
Smith and Walker Funeral Home, 148
Grove Street, Putnam, followed by a
private burial. A Celebration of Life
will be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory can be made to UNICEF, Last
Green Valley, or Day Kimball Hospital.
Share a memory at Smithandwalkerfh.
com

Send all obituary notices to D
Villager Newspapers, PO Box 90, 2
Southbridge, MA 01550, or by email -,
to obits@stonebridgepress.news '

SMITH AND WALKER

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
148 Grove Street, Putnam, CT 860-928-2442
www.smithandwalkerfh.com
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GAGNON AND COSTELLO

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
33 Reynolds Street, Danielson, CT 06239 860-774-9403

Funeral Directors
Timothy Farner, Steven Farner, Andrew Farner

Serving ALL Faiths with Dignity

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Joseph | Horvat (25-00360)

The fiduciary is:

ANDREA L TRUPP A, LAW OFFICE

OF ANDREA L. TRUPP A, LLC, 880

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated October 7, 2025, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk

ROUTE 171, WOODSTOCK, CT
06281
October 17, 2025

Town of Woodstock IWWA
On October 6, 2025, the Town
of Woodstock Inland Wetlands &
Watercourses Agency made the fol-
lowing decisions:

] Approved permit #08-25-01
— 37 Phelps Road (MBL 5130/30/14B)
- George F. Place Irrevocable Trust c/o
Russell Barbour — Timber Harvest

] Approved permit #09-25-01
— 0 Route 197 (MBL 5124/19/20) -
Glenn M. Lee — Wetlands crossing for
driveway construction for future resi-
dence

. Approved, permit #09-
25-03 — 11 Laurel Hill Road (MBL
7272/34/0F31) - Daphne Smith-Naylor
— Removal of invasive plants along

waterfront

o Approved, permit #10-25-02 -
150 Route 169 (MBL 6395/64/11)- The
Woodstock Academy — Renewal of
Permit for Parking Lot Expansion at
Loos Center
Details of these approvals may be
obtained by contacting the Woodstock
Land Use Department at landuse@
woodstockct.gov
October 17, 2025
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DMAA students shine at
C T Yankee Nﬂtzomll Ybumﬂment

Courtesy

Tournament volunteers Joy Thompson, Jodi Clark, Roxy
Huckabee Labbe, Amanda Giles, and Sarah Wolfburg.

= Northeast C1' Education Foundation

Golf Tournament raises $58,000

PUTNAM — The Northeast CT Education
Foundation (NCEF) held its first golf tournament on
Wednesday, Sept. 17 at Connecticut National Golf Club
in Putnam. The tournament is one of several annual
events held to help students from Northeast CT pursue
their dreams of higher education attainment. Thanks
to the generosity of sponsors and players, the NCEF
raised over $58,000 at this year’s outing.

Foundation Vice President and 2025 Golf Committee

DANIELSON — On 1st Weapons 3rd Breaking Blackbelts (18+) Chair Peter Deary shared, "I am honored to lead this
Oct. 5, members of the ond Forms Women: year’s tournament and want to thank our ‘Village
Danielson Martial Arts 11-12 Year Olds: 4th Sparring Caryssa Adams; ©f sponsors, volunteers, golfers, partners and all
Academy attended The Girls: 2nd Weapons 2nd Forms Foundation Members whose amazing support, .bOt},}
61st Connecticut Yankee Aurora Huling: ond Sparring monetary and physical, helps us achieve our mission.
National Tournament 2nd Breaking Under Blackbelt 18+ Elizabeth Walsh: Congre_ltulatlons to the 2025 winners: First Place
hosted by The Cheezic 2nd Forms Men: 3rd Forms Team with a score of 54, Roggr Noll, Scott Vose,
Tang Soo Do Federation. 4th Sparring Kile Gagnon: 2nd Weapons Sean Vigue, and Patrick Kozelka; Second Place Team
DMAA took home numer- 1st Weapons ond Breaking Putnam Plastics with a score of 57, Jim Dandengau,
ous medals in each divi- 3rd Forms Blackbelt Seniors (35+) Deb Dapdeneau, Ryan Dandeneau, and Bpad Rabitor;
sion. Boys: 4th Sparring Women: and Third Place Tegm Bakers Dozen Wlth a score

Colby Densmore: 1st Weapons Cathleen Anderson: of 57, Trevor Cardinal, Jeremy Hendrickson, Dan

7-8 Year Olds: 2nd Breaking Camilo Jaimes: 4th Forms Durocher, and Mark Lowell. Closest to the Pin on Hole
Girls: 4th Forms ond Forms 1st Breaking 7 was Rocky Bedard at six feet one inch, on Hole 9 was
Avery Dietlin 4th Sparring 2nd Sparring Melinda Densmore: Patrick Kozelka at 22 inches, and Hole 11 was Ryan
ond Sparring Jeff Fugazzi: 1st Breaking Dandenegu at five feet one inch. On hol,e 18, Wome;n S
2nd Weapons 1st Breaking Under Blackbelt 4th Forms Long Drive: Kelley Rochefort, and Men’s Long Drive:

1st Forms Seniors (35+) 3rd Sparring Brendan Meehan. L .

9-10 Year Olds: 2nd Sparring Women 2nd Weapons The NCEF extends its sincere appreciation to the
Girls: 1st Weapons Dawn Dionne: Men: staff at CT National, The G7 Catering Company,
Liliana Huling: 4th Breaking Daryl Laperle: National Anthem singer Linda Colangelo, and all
4th Breaking 13-17 Year Olds: 3rd Forms ond Forms volunteers. With_beautiful Weather apd a full field of
2nd Forms Girls: 1st Sparring 1st  Sparring teams, golfers enjoyed a fantastic outing. )
4th Sparring Kyra Dionne: (middleweight) The mission of the Northeast Connectlcut Educgtlon
1st Weapons 1st Breaking Junior Blackbelt 1517  Brian Densmore: Foundation is to provide scholarships and other finan-
Autumn St. Jean: 3rd Forms Year Olds: 4th Weapons cial support to regldents of qutheast Connecticut who
1st Breaking 1st Sparring Girls: want to pursue hlghel.‘ education.
4th Forms 2nd Weapons Jaycee Adams: For more informa- _ For more information on how to support local stu-
2nd Sparring Olivia Mello: 3rd Forms tion regarding classes at dents at CT State Community College Quinebaug
ond Weapons ond Breaking Danielson Martial Arts, Valley, please coptact Director ' of Institutional

1st Forms Boys: please call 860-779-0699 Advanqement Momque C.K. Wolanin at (860) 932-4174
Boys: 2nd Sparring Hunter St. Jean: or visit their Web site OF monique.wolanin@ctstate.edu.
Ziggy Fugazzi: 1st Weapons 2nd Forms at danielsonmartialarts. 10 learn more about the NCEE and for a complete
1st Breaking 4th Sparring COML. hstiof 2025 sponsors, please visit necteducationfoun-
1st Forms Boys: 3rd Weapons dation.org.
3rd Sparring Orion Huling:

COUNTRY LIVING AT

WESTVIEW COMMONS

75 Unit Independent and Assisted Living Facility

“u Pl :I:’m-

; "

* EASY Month-to-Month Lease < NO Waiting List Fees « NO Assessment Fees °
e NO Community Fees « NO Up-Front Deposits « NO Draining Your Savings e

 One and two-bedroom units (available up to 1,075 sqft.) with kitchenettes
« specialty finishes, such as coffered ceilings, oversized bathrooms and walk-out patio doors
 washer/dryer hookups » weekly housekeeping and linen service ¢ three chef-prepared meals daily ¢

Give us a call at 860-428-2230 to request
more information or schedule your personal tour.

COUNTRY LIVING
WESTVIEW

117 Ware Road, Dayville, Connecticut 06241 ® 860-428-2230  westviewcommons.com COMMONS




