
(SCDC) and is the school's 
first international confer-
ence qualifier.

From March 7-9, Lewis 
attended SCDC at the 
Marriott Copley and 
Hynes Convention Center 
in Boston. She joined over 
3,500 students at this year's 
conference who participat-
ed in over 50 competitive 
categories related to mar-
keting, hospitality, finance 
and entrepreneurship.

Lewis competed in the 
Business Growth Plan 
event, which involves 
idea generation and strat-
egy development needed 
to grow an existing busi-
ness. Participants in the 
Business Growth Plan 
category analyze current 
business operations and 
identify opportunities for 
growth and expansion. 
Lewis submitted a paper 
outlining her business, El's 
Creations, and wrote about 
how she plans to expand 
her business while over-
coming the risks that may 
arise. She also presented 
the plan to a judge as part 
of  the competitive event.

Lewis placed in the 
top five of  the Business 
Growth Plan category and 
qualified to compete at 
the International Career 
Development Conference 
(ICDC) in Anaheim, Calif. 
in April. She is Uxbridge's 
first ICDC qualifier. She 
will join over 23,000 stu-
dents from across the 
world and represent 
Massachusetts DECA in 
her event.

Free by request to residents of 
Douglas, Northbridge, Uxbridge, Linwood, Whitinsville and North Uxbridge
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Douglas residents running 
in Boston Marathon

Local Animal Control Officer talks dog licensing

Cub Scouts hold Blue and Gold ceremony

UHS senior Ellie Lewis attends DECA State 
Conference, qualifies for international competition

UXBRIDGE — Principal 
Michael Rubin and DECA 
Advisor Corey Guerra 
are pleased to recognize 

senior student Ellie Lewis, 
who recently competed at 
the DECA State Career 
Development Conference 

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

DOUGLAS — Inspired by their personal journeys, 
residents Rebecca Rokne and Suzie Thibault will be 
charity runners in this year’s Boston Marathon.

Rokne said she is running and fundraising for the 
Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation in honor of  
her late grandfather.

“This is my second Boston Marathon; I ran Boston 
in 2022, also for the Multiple Myeloma Research 
Foundation,” Rokne said, adding that she raised more 
than $16,000 for the MMRF back in 2022. “The expe-
rience in 2022 absolutely changed my life. I found so 
much purpose in raising money for a cause that means 
so much to me. I was able to raise money to help save 
others who are diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma, 
even though my grandfather is gone.”

Additionally, training for Boston and running it 
allowed Rokne to build “so much mental strength,” 
she said.

“I have not always been the most confident person, 
but after I ran the Boston Marathon, I felt like I could 
do anything. By running it again, I am hoping to 
remind myself  of  that,” Rokne said.

She hosted a fundraiser at Chipotle, Panera, and a 
pasta dinner at Point Breeze; residents interested in 
making donations can do so via Rokne’s “Givengain” 
page: If  anyone would like to make donations, they can 
donate via my givengain page:

g i v e n g a i n . c o m / p r o j e c t / r e b e c c a - r a i s -
ing-funds-for-multiple-myeloma-research-founda-
tion-67434

Rokne, a Douglas resident, ran cross country and 
track in high school.

“After that, I fell in love with running, and ran for 
Douglas until I graduated in 2017. I proceeded to run 
for Westfield State in my undergraduate career, where 
I lost the majority of  my athletic seasons during my 
junior and senior years due to Covid-19,” Rokne said. 
“When my seasons were cut short, I actually became 
more dedicated and self-motivated and vowed to get 
myself  into the marathon.”

Rokne ran the Baystate Marathon in Lowell the fall 
after she graduated from Westfield.

“I was so incredibly shocked that I could do that, 
I actually cried when I crossed the finish line,” she 
said. “Then, during a really hard time in my life, I was 
offered a bib from the Multiple Myeloma Research 
Foundation, where I would get the opportunity to run 
in honor of  my grandfather, just six months after my 
first marathon. It truly changed my life for the better.”

Two years later, she is running again to remind her-
self  that she is “capable of  anything, and to persevere 
through anything that comes my way,” Rokne said.

“I was offered to rejoin the MMRF's team for cures, 
and gladly accepted. Fundraising this year has come 
harder than it did two years ago, and I have been 
plagued with small running injuries and illnesses 
along the way, but I will not give up. I know that I will 
cross that finish line even if  I have to crawl,” Rokne 
said.

Beyond the Marathon, Rokne is also a graduate stu-
dent at Northeastern University, getting her Master’s 
Degree part-time, and is a volunteer part-time track 
and field coach at Douglas High School. 

Rokne said her grandfather passed away due to 
Multiple Myeloma in 2013.

“When I lost him, I naively vowed that I would do 
anything to help find a cure to the cancer that took him 
from me. Little did I know that I might actually have 
the opportunity to make even a small difference in the 
lives of  those with Multiple Myeloma by fundraising 
for the MMRF, twice now,” she said.

Rokne’s grandfather, William Russell, was a native 
of  Millbury.

Courtesy

Uxbridge High School senior Ellie Lewis competed at the DECA State Career Development 
Conference March 7-9, and is the school's first international conference qualifier.

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

REGION — As part 
of  a new communi-
ty engagement effort 
on social media, the 
Blackstone Regional 
Animal Shelter has 
recently released infor-
mation from Animal 
Control Officer Kevin 
Sullivan regarding dog 
licensing.

“We think this will be 
a fun way to keep open 
dialogue, have fun with 
some of  the not-so-fun 
aspects of  our job, and 
get public feedback,” 
the animal shelter 
released in a statement.

AC O  S u l l iva n 
said it’s that time of  
year again—"license 
your dog,” Sullivan 
released.

“While we completely 
understand that life some-
times gets away from us, 
we try and help. This is 

why we remind you on 
the census in November, 
publish in the papers in 
January, post on social 
media in February, send 
the reminders in March, 
and unfortunately issue 
fines in April,” Sullivan 
said.

Sullivan said that 
the licensing of  dogs is 
required for a simple 
reason:

“Your town dog 
license correlates with 
your dog’s rabies vac-
cine, and it's the way 
to help eradicate a hor-
rific deadly disease 
with a 99 percent death 
rate,” Sullivan said. 
“It's actually pretty 
affordable and proba-
bly the cheapest thing 
you'll ever pay at the 
Town Hall. We high-
ly recommend doing 
it when paying your 
taxes.”

For those who do not 
wish to license their 

dog, Sullivan said that 
“fines will be issued 
and fees applied.”

“Fines will eventu-
ally be sent to court, 
your fines/fees/and 
license costs accu-
mulate, and eventual-
ly, it catches up,” he 
said, adding that the 
Blackstone Valley 
Animal Control covers 
six towns within the 
Blackstone Valley. “We 
service a population of  
48,000 people and have 
roughly 11,000 dogs.”

Sullivan added that 
having an unlicensed 
dog could impact a res-
ident in many ways, 
including if  a dog runs 
away or bites someone.

“Best case scenario: 
Fido got away, Animal 
Control picks Fido up, 
and now you have to 
do everything last min-
ute,” he said. “License 
Fido, pay an unlicensed 
fine, and whatever 

compiled fines and fees 
already exist. You are 
also compiling storage 
fees while doing so.”

However, if  the dog 
has bitten someone or 
makes it to a roadway 
and causes an acci-
dent, Sullivan that if  
a dog is unlicensed, 
an insurance compa-
ny can decide it won’t 
cover the expenses 
because of  the unli-
censed dog.

“You are now respon-
sible for all expenses,” 
he said, adding that 
“both of  these scenar-
ios happen regularly.”

“Most dog licenses are 
less than $20. Protect 
yourself, protect your 
pet, and license your 
dog,” Sullivan added.

Dog license lists are 
further utilized by 
ACO's during emergen-
cies, when loose dogs 
are located, and when 
bites occur.

DOUGLAS — The Cub 
Scouts from Douglas Pack 
316 recently held their 
annual Blue and Gold 
ceremony at the Douglas 
High School.

The Blue and Gold is 
a celebration of  the anni-
versary of  Scouting. It 
brings families together 
for an evening of  fun and 
recognition. Highlights of  
the evening included skits 
from each den and awards 
to recognize all the scouts 
in the Pack for their 
accomplishments and 
progress toward ranks.

The evening concluded 
with a special Pack 316 
Arrow of  Light Ceremony.  
Pack 316 had six Arrow of  
Light recipients this year, 
they are: Oliver Bayer, 
Anthony Colaizzi, Adam 
Crowley, Declan Meade, 
Lucas Roth, Vincent 

Wright. Receiving the 
Arrow of  Light is the cul-
mination of  a Cub Scout’s 
career. It is the highest 

award that a Cub Scout 
can earn and is the only 
Cub Scout emblem that 
can be worn on a Boy 

Scout uniform. During 
the ceremony, the scouts 
received their Arrow of  
Light emblems. They 

were presented a special 
Arrow of  Light pin to a 
parent as a way of  thank-
ing them for the support 
they received throughout 
their Cub Scouting years. 
Before crossing the bridge 
to Boy Scouts, the Arrow 
of  Light recipients were 
honored with a special 
slide show highlighting 
their Cub Scout journey. 
Representative Joseph 
McKenna and Senator 
Ryan Fattman addressed 
the families and scouts 
and recognized the Pack’s 
Arrow of  Light recipients 
for their accomplishments 
with congratulatory let-
ters from the State House 
and Senate.

Pack 316 would like 
to congratulate all of  
its scouts and wish the 
Arrow of  Light recipients 
the best as they start their 

Boy Scouting journey 
with Troop 316! The Pack 
would like to thank Dave 
& Rebecca Berchem who 
were the leaders for the 
Arrow of  Light den.  The 
Pack would like to extend 
a special thank you to 
Troop 316 Boy Scout Trent 
Fragala who was the den 
chief  for our Arrow of  
Light den.

Cub Scouts is a year-
round program with activ-
ities throughout the year.  
Pack 316 activities include 
a hiking program, an 
annual Pinewood Derby, 
rocket launching, commu-
nity service, fishing and 
camping. For information 
about Douglas Cub Scout 
Pack 316, please send an 
email to douglaspack316@
gmail.com, visit www.
douglaspack316.com or 
find us on Facebook.

Courtesy

The Cub Scouts from Douglas Pack 316 recently held their annual Blue and Gold ceremony 
at the Douglas High School.

Turn To MARATHON page  A8

Turn To LEWIS page  A8



MILLBURY — 
Please join us for 
a Painting Class 
Fundraiser at 
Millbury First 
Congregational 
Church, 148 
West Main St., 
Millbury, on 

Saturday after-
noon, May 11 at 
3 p.m.

Sue Dion will 
be teaching us 
how to complete 
an image of  the 
American Flag 
in the night sky 

using acryl-
ic paint. You 
will leave class 
with a Patriotic 
Painting ready 
to display for 
Memorial Day, 
Flag Day, Fourth 
of  July, Veterans 

Day or any time 
of  year. No 
experience is 
necessary, and 
beginners are 
welcome. The 
$40 fee includes 
the class and all 
materials. Sign 

up at suedionart.
com.

You may con-
tact Janice 
Fortin at 508-826-
6381 with any 
questions or to 
assist with regis-
tration.
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PAW 
of the WEEK 

Meet Bitsy! 4mo/10lb/Female/Chi mix!
This puppy’s world revolves around playtime, belly rubs, and the occasional 

nap. Her infectious spirit is hard to resist, as she greets everyone with a 
wagging tail and puppy kisses. Bitsy’s friendly demeanor is a testament to her 
love for people. Despite her small size, she has a heart full of love to give. Her 
playful antics are a source of endless amusement, making every day brighter. 

Apply for Bitsy at www.pawfectliferescue.org

BITSY
**AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION 

3/30/24**

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Advanced
BUILDING SERVICES

Southbridge Mass

774-230-4231
New Construction •Additions • Remodeling

Decks & Porches • Kitchens & Baths
Basements • Windows & Doors • Siding & More

774-230-4231 • glenlatour69@gmail.com

Blackstone Valley Tribune
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800.521.0111   MA Auc Lic# 111 • Ref #24-2050

Info, Full Terms, Broker Reg & More at:

www.JJManning.com

38 William Ward St., Uxbridge, MA
2,594± sf Ranch on .4± Acres

Abuts State Park with Forest Views
Friday, April 5 at 11am On-site

Open House: Thursday, March 28 (11am-1pm)

AUCTIONReal 
Estate

 Talented Hairstylist Wanted
Thriving Auburn Salon seeks Talented Hairstylist!  
If you’re passionate, hardworking and ready to el-
evate your career, contact us today to explore how 
you can become part of our growing salon and 
spa family.  Let your creativity flourish in an envi-
ronment where talend is celebrated and success is 
a shared journey.  Whether you prefer renting or 
commission, this is your opportunity to be a part of 
an exceptional salon with a united and skilled team.  
Contact us for a beautiful career move!  

untamedsalonspa@gmail.com 
confidentiality respected

Real Estate
BLACKSTONE

$405,000, 27 Saint Paul St, Blackstone 
Vly Realty LLC, to Ebrecht, Derek, 
and Freed, Andrew.

$365,000, 115 King St, Parker, 
Andrew J, and Parker, Robin E, to 
Duquette, Robert, and Duquette, 
Kathleen.

DOUGLAS
$520,000, 306 Wallum Lake Rd, 

Proia, Jane A, to Sullivan, Daniel, 
and Sullivan, Julie.

$499,000, 182 Yew St, Allsworth 
Raymond S Est, and Boucher, Janice 
E, to Carneiro, Angela.

$325,000, 24 Charles St #11, Robbins, 
Francis J, and Robbins, Bette A, to 
Martellotta, Daniel.

$75,000, Isabella Dr #1, Emerald 
Funding Inc, to Morningview LLC.

NORTHBRIDGE
$680,000, 376 Lincoln Cir, Tames, 

Michelle M, to Reid, Sarah E.
$585,000, 1-3 Woodland St, Superior 

Realty TLLC, to Loja, Ana L.
$557,245, 37 Viewpoint Way #88, 

Stone Hill Partners LLC, to Weibe, 
Claire.

$240,000, 34 N Main St #34, Griffin, 
Misty, and Griffin, Shawn, to Griffin, 
Thomas.

UXBRIDGE
$649,900, 32 Nicki Way #32, Byrne, 

Francis R, and Byrne, Michelle M, to 
Moore, William R, and Moore, Jane E.

$570,000, 70 N Main St, Kibbe, 
Randy, to Rausch, Noah R, and Absi, 
Chloe E.

$150,000, 355 Aldrich St, Pereira, 
Luis M, to Laflamme, William.

Douglas FD releases open 
burning season safety tips

Millbury FCC
hosting painting class

BY KIMBERLY 
PALMUCCI

TRIBUNE 

CORRESPONDENT

REGION — A 
local fire agen-
cy has released 
safety tips for 
open burning 
season, adding 
that residents 
always need a 
permit to burn 
brush.

“Every per-
mit contains 
valuable safety 
information and 
gives direction 
on when and 
where burning 
is allowed,” the 
Douglas Fire 
D e p a r t m e n t 
released.

Open burning 
season begins 
Jan. 15 and ends 
May 1 in commu-
nities where it is 
allowed, accord-

ing to reports.
Every single 

time you wish to 
burn, you must 
call the num-
ber on the top 
of  the permit to 
see if  weather 
conditions make 
burning on that 
day safe.

Douglas fire 
officials said 
that some weath-
er conditions, 
such as wind 
and low humid-
ity, can “turn a 
small fire into 
a large fire that 
can threaten 
homes and open 
space.”

The state’s 
Department of  
Fire Services 
reported that 
weather con-
ditions change 
rapidly, especial-
ly in the spring.

“Permits can 
be rescinded 
if  conditions 
change suddenly, 
making it unsafe 
to burn,” the 
DFS released.

According to 
Department of  
Environmental 
Protection reg-
ulations, open 
burning must be 
a minimum of  
75-feet from any 
dwelling, be con-
ducted between 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
and take place 
on the land clos-
est to the source 
of  material to be 
burned.

“Be sure air 
quality condi-
tions are accept-
able for burning 
by calling the 
MassDEP Air 
Quality Hotline 
at 800-882-1497 

or visit MassAir 
Online,” the DFS 
added.

Bur ning is 
allowed for the 
following mate-
rials with a per-
mit: brush, cane, 
driftwood, and 
forestry debris 
from other than 
c o m m e r c i a l 
or industrial 
l a n d - c l e a r i n g 
operations; agri-
cultural materi-
als such as fruit 
tree and bush 
prunings, rasp-
berry stalks, 
and infected 
bee hives for 
disease control; 
trees and brush 
resulting from 
a g r i c u l t u r a l 
land clearing; 
fungus infected 
elm wood, if  no 
other acceptable 
means of  dispos-

al are available.
The follow-

ing materials 
are prohibited 
from burning, 
according to 
reports: brush, 
trees, cane, and 
driftwood from 
c o m m e r c i a l 
and/or indus-
trial land-clear-
ing operations; 
g rass,  hay, 
leaves, stumps, 
and tires; and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
material and 
debris.

For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
visit mass.gov/
dfs.

Any ques-
tions about open 
burning can be 
directed to the 
Douglas Fire 
Department at 
508-476-2267.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308



UPTON — 
The Blackstone 
Valley Tech 

Class of  2025 
would like to 
invite you to a 
pro wrestling 
event, held in 
the BVT compe-
tition center!

This event 
will be held on 
Friday April 12 
at 7 p.m. Doors 
will open at 6:30 
p.m., and con-

cessions will 
be available for 
purchase as well 
as raffle baskets. 
Tickets are avail-
able for ring-
side seats for 
$20, and general 
admission for 
$10. The event 
is appropriate 
for all ages, and 
will feature sev-

eral rounds of  
wrestling, fea-
turing several 
pro wrestlers 
who train out 
of  Showcase 
Pro Wrestling 
in Woonsocket, 
R.I. Tickets can 
be purchased on 
the Showcase 
Pro Wrestling 
Web site.

UPTON — 
B l a c k s t o n e 
Valley Regional 
V o c a t i o n a l 
Technical High 
School (BVT) 
students put the 
systems voc-tech 
mission on full 
display. During 
the first of  
three SkillsUSA 
c o m p e t i t i o n s , 
students test 
their vocation-
a l - t e c h n i c a l 
competency by 
competing with 
other trained 
career and tech-
nical education 
students from 
six vocational 
high schools. 
On March 13, 
227 BVT stu-
dents compet-
ed in the annu-
al SkillsUSA 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
District  V 
C o m p e t i t i o n 
with outstand-
ing outcomes.

The competi-
tion allows stu-
dents to demon-
strate their voca-
tional-technical 
education, skills, 
and knowledge 
with SkillsUSA 
e m p l o y m e n t 
and trade tests. 
S u c c e s s f u l l y 
d e m o n s t r at i n g 
their knowl-
edge in their 
career technical 
area of  study, 
e m p l o y a b i l i t y 
skills, and safety. 
Student compet-
itors from BVT 
proudly claimed 
36 gold, 27 silver, 
31 bronze medals 
and swept 9 cate-
gories.

68 students will 
advance from 
districts to com-
pete amongst 
the most tal-
ented vocation-
a l - t e c h n i c a l 
students in the 
Commonwealth 
at the SkillsUSA 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
State competi-
tion held at BVT 
in late April. An 
additional 43 
students will go 
directly to the 
state competi-
tion, and 13 stu-
dent delegates 
will represent 

BVT. The com-
plete list of  med-
alists is avail-
able at www.
valleytech.k12.
ma.us/skillsusa.

BVT students 
who ear ned 
medals at the 
S k i l l s U S A 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
District  V 
L e a d e r s h i p 
Conference are 
listed by home-
town:

Bellingham
Silver: Charlie 

Leighton, Major 
A p p l i a n c e 
T e c h n o l o g y ; 
Kiele Sarnie, 
C a r p e n t r y ; 
and Lucien 
S t e n e h j e m , 
Robotics & 
A u t o m a t i o n 
Tech.

Bronze: Pyper 
Bourre, Health 
Knowledge Bowl; 
and Matthew 
Skarin, Welding.

Blackstone
Gold: Haley 

M c K i n n o n , 
P h o t o g r a p h y ; 
and Carolyn 
P o w e r s , 
C o l l i s i o n 
D a m a g e 
Appraisal. 

Silver: Mia 
D e l V e c c h i o , 
Baking & Pastry 
Arts; and Ella 
Ruth, Welding.

Bronze: Paige 
Connolly, Baking 
& Pastry Arts; 
Parker Guilbert, 
Nail Care; and 
Samaria Saylor, 
Web Design.

Douglas
Gold: Caitlin 

Kelly, First Aid/
CPR; Om Patel, 
Mobile Robotics 
T e c h n o l o g y ; 
S a m a n t h a 
Pinto, Health 
K n o w l e d g e 
Bowl; and Skyler 
R o b i n s o n , 
R e s t a u r a n t 
Service.

S i l v e r : 
Colin Lavoie, 
Photography.

B r o n z e : 
Addison Taylor, 
Nurse Assisting.

Grafton
Silver: Connor 

M c i n e r n e y , 

H V A C / R ; 
Cooper Often, 
M e c h a t r o n i c s ; 
Owen O’Packi, 
T e l e v i s i o n 
( V i d e o ) 
P r o d u c t i o n ; 
Ryan St. Angelo, 
Culinary Arts.

B r o n z e : 
Audrey Bell, 
Robotics & 
A u t o m a t i o n 
Tech; Zoey 
D a u d e r i s , 
Basic Health 
Care; Isabella 
Grabau, Power 
E q u i p m e n t 
T e c h n o l o g y ; 
Soumith Madadi, 
C o m p u t e r 
P r o g r a m m i n g ; 
and Benjamin 
Miller, Urban 
Search & Rescue.

Hopedale
State Officer 

C a n d i d a t e : 
Kallie Allen. 

Gold: Gabriella 
Griffin, Health 
Knowledge Bowl; 
and Joshua 
Maillet, Diesel 
E q u i p m e n t 
Technology. 

Silver: Jason 
A b b r u z z e s e , 
M o b i l e 
Robotics; and 
Igor Freeman, 
A d d i t i v e 
Manufacturing.

B r o n z e : 
John Fumia, 
T e l e v i s i o n 
( V i d e o ) 
P r o d u c t i o n ; 
A s h l y n 
Leonard, Health 
K n o w l e d g e 
Bowl; Eleanor 
Poitras, Health 
Knowledge Bowl; 
and Mikayla 
Sanosi, Web 
Design.

Mendon
Gold: Kalynn 

B e l l e f o n t a i n e, 
Nurse Assisting; 
Noah LeFave, 
E l e c t r o n i c s 
T e c h n o l o g y ; 
Leila Leyvas, 
H e a l t h 
K n o w l e d g e 
Bowl; Abigail 
S c h a r n a g l e , 
Medical Math; 
and Arthur 
T u s o n i , 
T e l e v i s i o n 
( V i d e o ) 
Production.

B r o n z e : 
Sophia Blalock, 

C o s m e t o l o g y 
Over 500 Hours; 
and Charles 
Lozeau, Mobile 
R o b o t i c s 
Technology.

Milford
Gold: Lacey 

C o f f m a n , 
A d v e r t i s i n g 
Design; and 
Lizmary Vidal-
Sanchez, Dental 
Assisting. 

Silver: Andrew 
Dolan, Basic 
Health Care.

B r o n z e : 
Julia Ribeiro, 
Esthetics.

Millbury
Gold: Camden 

Darrell, CNC 2 
Axis Turning 
P r o g r a m m e r ; 
M a s o n 
D i o s o m i t o , 
M e c h a t r o n i c s ; 
Dylan Fleming, 
Major Appliance 
Technology; and 
Jayden Quang, 
Mechatronics. 

S i l v e r : 
Jack Kenary, 
T e l e v i s i o n 
( V i d e o ) 
Production.

Bronze: Nicole 
Boucher, Health 
Knowledge Bowl; 
Wyatt Darrell, 
M e c h a t r o n i c s ; 
J o n a t h a n 
Tremblay, Diesel 
E q u i p m e n t 
Technology.

Millville
B r o n z e : 

Hannah Murphy, 
Photography.

Northbridge
Gold: Sosie 

D e r k o s r o f i a n , 
M e d i c a l 
T e r m i n o l o g y ; 
C a t h e r i n e 
K i n g s b u r y , 
C u s t o m e r 
Service; Dylan 
Leeds, Mobile 
R o b o t i c s 
T e c h n o l o g y ; 
K a y l a 
L e p p a m a k i , 
Robotics & 
A u t o m a t i o n 
Tech; and Emma 
Vaughan, Baking 
& Pastry Arts.

Silver: Kayla 
C h a u s s e , 
C o s m e t o l o g y 
Under 500 
Hours; Zabel 
D e r k o s r o f i a n ; 

T e c h n i c a l 
C o m p u t e r 
A p p l i c a t i o n s ; 
Haley Marston, 
Dental Assisting; 
and Connor 
M c q u i l k i n , 
A u t o m o t i v e 
R e f i n i s h i n g 
Technology.

B r o n z e : 
Maddison Dos 
Santos, HVAC/R; 
and Mikaela 
Sadik, Television 
( V i d e o ) 
Production.

Sutton
Gold: Caroline 

Martin, Additive 
Manufacturing.

S i l v e r : 
A l e x a n d r a 
N u n n e m a c h e r, 
P a i n t i n g 
&  D e s i g n 
Technology.

B r o n z e : 
Benjamin Hicks, 
E l e c t r o n i c s 
Technology. 

Upton

Gold: Cassidy 
Lyon, Health 
K n o w l e d g e 
Bowl; and Ryan 

Poirier, CNC 
3 Axis Milling 
Programmer.

Silver: Justin 

F r a n s e n , 
M e c h a t r o n i c s ; 
and Laith Shloul, 
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Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 03/25/24 was $3.69 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal

Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

PRINCIPAL ASSESSOR
The Town of Brookfield is seeking qualified applicants for the posi-
tion of Principal Assessor. Responsibilities include professional, ad-
ministrative, supervisory, and technical work related to the enforce-
ment and interpretation of Department of Revenue regulations as 
pertaining to property tax assessment and abatement; valuation of 
real and personal property; analysis of deeds, plans of land own-
ership information and other data. Administers Chapter 61, con-
ducts field inspections, measures buildings, reviews market data 
and inspects interiors of structures to determine value. Qualified 
applicants should have experience in municipal assessing.  Can-
didates should have Massachusetts Accredited Assessors (MAA) 
certification or the ability to obtain certification. 
Preference will be shown to applicants proficient in Vadar, GIS, Pa-
triot and Microsoft Office. 
Applicants must have a valid motor vehicle operator’s license and 
must pass a CORI check.
Hours are Monday - Thursday (36 hrs.)  Salary commensurate with 
experience. Current appropriation $59,563.87. 
Please submit a resume and cover letter to Pking@brookfieldma.us. 
Open until filled. 

“The Town of Brookfield is an Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action Employer. 
We assure you that your opportunity for employment with the town will be 
based only on your merit, without regard to race, religion, sex, age, national 
origin or disability.”

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

**!! Massage Therapy Haven Available !!**
Seeking a serene space for your massage therapy practice?

**Tranquil Retreat ** 
Separate Entrance, serene waiting room ~

 Ideal for massage therapy sessions.
**Endless Potential **

Customize the space for various massage modalities
 and related services...

 inside an existing business to help inrease your clients... 
Amazing location with great visibility and ample parking.
Ready to elevate your massage therapy practice?

Contact Us Today!
 untamedsalonspa@gmail.com

BVT students earn 94 SkillsUSA
medals at District V competition

BVT Class of 2025 to hold 
pro wrestling event



To the Editor:
We the people knew Joe Biden, a.k.a. Mr. Magoo, wasn't going 

to be a good president, but how? Did we have a psychic use a 
crystal ball? Did we possess a time machine that sent us to 2024 
to see what treasures await? Was the Illuminati involved?

The answer to those questions is obviously no. Let's take a 
detailed look at the man in charge and his rise to power and you 
will see that it didn't take a genius to know that Mr. Magoo was 

at best a hack. "Don't underestimate Joe's ability to (expletive 
four letters) things up," said Barack Obama in 2020.

Career politicians like Mr. Magoo aren't a rare find these days 
especially among democrats, they go in making lots of  promis-
es they never intend on doing. Once they get in office and the 
press asks about the promises they made to the American peo-
ple; it's always the same thing… blame the other guy. Mr. Magoo 

To the Editor:
As my Learned Friend says, only the Marxists can unite 

Christian, Jewish and Islamic religious groups. Here is how 
they do it:

In Michigan, a Catholic school filed suit in federal court 
challenging a new state law that would force Catholic schools 
to hire staff  who do not hold Catholic beliefs.

The Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) argues that 
"Michigan is forcing Sacred Heart [Academy] to make an 
unconstitutional and unconscionable choice between teach-
ing and practicing the Catholic faith or closing their doors 
forever, while denying parents the right to direct the upbring-
ing and education of  their children." John Bursch, the ADF 
Senior Counsel, said that "this sort of  illegitimate targeting 
creates a strong inference that the state's real target is the 
religious beliefs of  the Catholic Church and not discrimina-
tory conduct."

The suit alleges that Michigan purposefully amended 
its civil rights laws to add sexual orientation and gender 
identity, but "allowed no exemptions for religious entities." 
Sacred Heart argues that the Michigan legislature "expressly 
declined to add an exception for religious institutions as the 
legislators recognized that it was those religious institutions 
that would likely run afoul of  these provisions."

The Friend of  the Court Brief  by the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association, Samaritan's Purse, states: "That 
Christian organizations do so [discriminate in hiring based 
on their core beliefs in Jesus Christ as their Savior and The 
Bible as the Word of  God.] is no surprise." Groups that sup-
port the suit include Concerned Women for America, the 
Family Foundation, Illinois Family Institute, International 
Conference of  Evangelical Chaplain Endorsers, Pacific 
Justice Institute, the National Legal Foundation, and Classical 
Christian Schools.

Michigan forgot about the First Amendment to the 
Constitution: "Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof... Congress shall make no law... abridging the freedom 
of  speech, or of  the press; or the right of  the people peace-
ably to assemble (walk through the halls of  Congress on 
January 6th, unarmed, doing no harm), and to petition the 
Government for a redress of  grievances."

The Sacred Heart of  Jesus Parish of  Grand Rapids and 
Sacred Heart Academy object to the fact that the new 
Michigan civil rights legislation means that the state can 
force the school to obey the state or be sued. The state can also 
force Muslims and Jews to do the same thing - hire persons 
who do not share their religious beliefs and who live lifestyles 
in opposition to these beliefs, or be sued by job applicants or 
by the State Attorney General for violating the new law.

In December of  2023, Sacred Heart appealed to the U.S. 
Court of  Appeals for the Sixth Circuit (the federal appeals 
court) because the lower court dismissed their case. More reli-
gious groups joined them: the Jewish Coalition for Religious 
Liberty and the Religious Freedom Institute's Islam and 
Religious Freedom Action Team. The Jewish and the Islamic 
faith groups, together, state that the new law would have "a 

deleterious effect" on their minority faiths.
In plain English, this new law would essentially destroy 

those religions, temples, churches,  mosques, and their faiths. 
Why not just ban all religions? It would be more honest. 
That's really the ultimate goal. Because, you know, religions 
are so... religious. They really believe in God!

The religious groups who support the school recognize that 
the facts of  the Sacred Heart case do not involve them, but "the 
issue of  religious entities’ right to hire [people of  the same 
faith and practices] is of  great concern to all faith groups and 
to minority faiths especially." So states the Amicus Brief  by 
the Billy Graham Samaritan's Purse organization.

Did you know that Polish immigrants founded Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus Parish one hundred years ago? Sacred Heart 
Academy exists to support parents by giving their children "a 
classical Catholic education." Nearly 400 children from pre-K 
to 12th grade attend.

The Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) further states 
that the state of  Michigan amended their Civil Rights Act 
"but provided no protection for religious organizations that 
believe marriage between one man and one woman and the 
immutability of  sex support human flourishing."

ADF argues that this new law would require the Catholic 
Parish "to hire faculty and staff  who lead lives in direct 
opposition to the Catholic faith, speak messages that violate 
Church doctrine, and decline to articulate Catholic beliefs 
in teaching students and when advertising the school to pro-
spective students and job applicants."

The Jewish Coalition and Islam Religious Freedom Action 
Amicus Brief  states that "an exemption is essential and con-
stitutional because the law must defer to a religious organiza-
tion's own determination of  which roles and responsibilities 
are so tied to the group’s religious mission that they may be 
filled only by fellow believers."

Unsurprisingly, the Democrat Attorney General is fighting 
the Sacred Heart lawsuit. Unsurprisingly, upon her election, 
she sued St. Vincent Catholic Charities and threatened to 
stop state funding unless St. Vincent allowed non-traditional 
family adoptions. St. Vincent won the case. The U.S. District 
Judge said that the case about Catholic adoptions raised 
"a clear issue of  religious liberty, and past statements by 
[the Attorney General] raise a strong inference of  hostility 
toward a religious viewpoint." Surprised? Nope.

The state remains free to approve non-traditional family 
adoptions unfettered by religious beliefs through its own 
adoption agencies. Did you know that Michigan ranks among 
the worst of  the states for religious freedom? Do you think 
religious schools have the Constitutional right to only hire 
employees of  the same religion? They are free to hire people 
of  other faiths and beliefs, if  they want to, but does the state 
have the power to force them to do so?

Have you ever read the U.S. Constitution? Protect religious 
freedom. It is an antidote to tyranny.

Signed,
Bev Gudanowski

Uxbridge
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Southbridge, MA 01550
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Editorial

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond
OPINION

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

The 
origins of 
the Easter 

Bunny
The Easter Bunny will be getting 

a workout this season, as the newly 
fallen deep snow in some parts of  
New England may make for some 
difficult travel. But alas, with baskets 
filled with colorful eggs and choco-
lates, this beloved character has been 
a part of  Easter celebrations world-
wide. Where does this tradition stem 
from?

The legend of  the Easter Bunny 
traces its roots back centuries, inter-
twining folklore, mythology, and reli-
gious symbolism. While its precise 
origins are a bit of  a mystery, various 
theories and cultural influences have 
contributed to the emergence of  this 
cherished icon.

One prevailing theory suggests 
that the Easter Bunny’s lineage can 
be traced back to ancient pagan rit-
uals celebrating spring and fertility. 
In pre-Christian Europe, the hare 
was revered as a symbol of  fertility 
and new life, representing the arriv-
al of  spring after the barrenness of  
winter. As Christianity spread across 
the continent, pagan customs meld-
ed with Christian traditions, giving 
rise to a hybridized celebration that 
incorporated elements of  both.

Another theory proposes that the 
Easter Bunny found its way into 
Christian festivities through German 
immigrants who settled in America 
during the 18th century. In German 
folklore, the “Osterhase” or Easter 
Hare, was believed to lay colorful 
eggs as gifts for children who had 
been good. This tradition evolved 
over time, with the hare eventually 
morphing into the familiar bunny 
we know today, and eggs becoming 
synonymous with Easter.

Furthermore, the association 
of  rabbits with Easter can also be 
attributed to their prolific breeding 
habits, symbolizing fertility, abun-
dance, and the cycle of  life. This 
symbolism aligns seamlessly with 
the Easter narrative of  rebirth and 
resurrection, making the bunny a 
fitting emblem for the holiday.

Whether nestled in the pages of  
children’s books, adorning decora-
tions, or delighting young hearts 
during egg hunts, the Easter Bunny 
continues to evoke a sense of  wonder 
and joy.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
In case you missed it

Religious freedom is the antidote to tyranny

We the people knew

To the Editor:
The SJC is about to hear Snyder v. U.S., where Snyder wants 

to make taking bribes 'legal' – paying a politician for voting 
a certain way is not a bribe, it’s a 'tip!’ Just like tipping your 
waiter for a job well done. Which would make Clarabelle 
Thomas’ $267,000 camper just a ‘tip’ for being the deciding vote 
on Citizens United, which gave the rich the ability to buy any 
politician who is open to purchase. Good job, Clarabelle!  

Which brings me to poor Jane’s lamentation about Biden’s 
“insults towards the Supreme Court.” This is the same SJC that 
just unleashed the nationwide maelstrom of  abuses to women’s 
health by repealing Roe v. Wade, after Kavanaugh, Amy Coney 
Barrett and others promising that it was established law, and 
would never be revoked. So who should feel insulted, Jane? 
But she goes on – “Threats of  imaginary Social Security and 
Medicare cuts sowed more division.”  Imaginary? “In a new 
interview with CNBC, Trump said that he was open to cutting 
entitlement spending: “So first of  all, there is a lot you can do in 
terms of  entitlements, in terms of  cutting, and in terms of, also, 
the theft and the bad management of  entitlements — tremen-
dous bad management of  entitlements. There’s tremendous 
amounts of  things and numbers of  things you can do.” Okay, 
so square this for us Jane: In his last year in office, Trump 
commuted the sentences of  at least five people who collectively 
filed nearly $1.6 billion in fraudulent claims through Medicare 
or Medicaid.  Among them was Judith Negron, the former 
owner of  a Miami-area mental health company, who was sen-
tenced in 2011 to 35 years in prison for her role in filing $205 
million in fraudulent Medicare claims and ordered to pay more 
than $87 million in restitution. Trump commuted her sentence 
in February 2020. Huh? (And still the word ‘entitlements’ for 
money that we paid in to Social Security all those years.)  (Jane 
seems to have forgotten that she accused me of  being a ‘savant’.  
So, who is the name caller? But I do appreciate the observation, 
and the compliment.) 

Where was I… Oh, yeah… I really enjoyed QAnon Mikey’s 
retelling of  the GOP’s ‘greatest hits.’ “Those oldies but goodies 
remind me of  you…” He must be in the running for the Joseph 
Goebbels Award, for repeating lies until they become ‘truth.’ It 
would just be easier for us to succumb to the demagoguery, if  
he would provide a few examples of  his delusional accusations. 
What is an example of  “the two-tier justice system? - is it the one 
that allows Trump to be walking free, attacking judges and wit-
nesses, with 91 indictments hanging over him?  Or is it the one 
that allows Gym Jordan to remain in Congress having ignored 
a subpoena, and having been a prime mover in the attempted 
insurrection? Give us an example of  who “won’t prosecute any 
Democrats that are clearly guilty of  crimes”, and what crimes 
they are guilty of?  How about an example of  who is ‘attacking 
Christians”, and how they are doing it?  And finally, give us an 
example of  how Biden “continues dividing us Americans?”  
C’mon Mikey, you can do it… you’re an ‘instructor!”

The rest of  his ‘Biden Failures’ is simply a rehash of  Fox 
talking points, in spite of  them all having been debunked 
repeatedly.  Still trying to compare Biden’s handling of  docu-
ments with Trump’s? Mikey must have missed the latest wit-
ness to come forward and describe how he helped move boxes 
of  documents onto a plane, while the FBI was scouring Mar-A-
Lago for them? How he and two others were told to delete video 
surveillance footage? I do particularly love the reshaping of  the 

COVID pandemic, where Trump’s lies and mishandling almost 
destroyed the country. “Supermarkets forced people to go in 
one direction down the aisles while wearing a mask!” Oh the 
humanity! Imagine anyone trying to save the mushroom peo-
ple’s lives! Mikey forgot to mention that if  Trump hadn’t lied 
about the severity of  the virus – even though he had privately 
– he thought - told Bob Woodward the truth – almost half  a mil-
lion lives could have been saved. Maybe they should have just 
swallowed bleach as Trump had recommended? By the way, 
Ashli Babbit was one of  five people – including four policemen 
– who died as a result of  the attempted insurrection.  Maybe 
Mikey missed the video on Fox of  what Babbitt was doing right 
before she was shot? (A bipartisan Senate report found that at 
least seven people died in connection with the attack.)

Mikey has promised to continue providing Certified 
Republican Anti-Democracy Pablum – C.R.A.P. — “in the com-
ing weeks, right up to the election.”  By then, he should be a 
shoe-in for the Goebbels.  Although, he has stiff  competition 
in Trump – he of  the “I love the uneducated,” and “If  I ever 
become a politician, I’ll be a Republican.  You can tell them any-
thing, and they’ll believe it.” Right out of  the horse’s derriere.

There is good news - Trump is bringing back into his cam-
paign the criminals he pardoned – Manifort, Roger Stone, 
Flynn, Lewandowski.  He is putting the band back together!  
Mikey asked “What is this obsession people have for a man who 
has done nothing but lie, plagiarize, and associate himself  with 
the worst of  the worst?” Well, Mikey, that’s how you define a 
cult. But, thanks for asking a question that we all have.

One last note - the sham Biden impeachment hearings just 
turned into a bigger farce: the GOP’s first ‘prime witness’ 
turned out to be a Russian stooge, who lied about everything, 
and is now under arrest.  Not to be deterred, Gomer Comer and 
Gym Jordan brought in another ‘star witness’, who testified 
that everything ‘Biden – Ukraine’ was actually Russian disin-
formation, intended to help their ‘useful idiot’ Trump.   But, 
rather than pass legislation to fix the border, or provide help 
to Ukraine, House Republicans will keep at it in the hope of  
finding something to sully Biden before the election.  (If  only 
they could find his and Hillary’s emails!)  Did Fox report any of  
this?   How did Mikey miss it?  Was he too busy shoveling sand 
against the tide on the Cape? 

Either Mikey or Jane – sorry I get a headache reading their 
nonsense - asked why Biden hasn’t used an executive order to 
close the border?  Am I the only one who knows how to “do your 
own research?” Trump failed when he tried using his author-
ity to stop illegal immigration. A federal judge temporarily 
blocked this effort, saying Trump’s executive order "irreconcil-
ably conflicts" with immigration law. The law says people must 
be physically present in the U.S. to seek asylum, regardless of  
their immigration status, or how they entered.   An appeals 
court sided with the lower court, and the Supreme Court denied 
Trump’s request to block the appeals court’s ruling. "No presi-
dent has the authority to simply shut the border to migrants.” 
Hope that helps, Mikey.  Maybe you can use this in your Civics 
‘instructoring.’

Oh oh… I just heard a knock on the door… being my own 
‘little god,’ I better go hide my bible! 

Rick Bevilacqua
Whitinsville

Turn To LETTER page  A10



Like most New 
Englanders, I 
am a big fan 

of  Boston sports. I’m willing to talk 
about the Celtics, Bruins, Red Sox, and 
Patriots anytime. But this interesting 
story has its roots in a different sports 
franchise, namely the Miami Dolphins.

Joe Robbie was born in South Dakota on 
July 7, 1916. The son of  a Lebanese immi-
grant, he came from modest beginnings 
and worked a variety of  jobs to earn a liv-
ing. He spent time as a lumberjack, sports-
writer, served in the Navy, and eventually 
attended the University of  South Dakota 
where he received his law degree. Post 
graduation, Robbie’s legal career gradually 
morphed into local and state politics. But 
it’s what happened in March of  1965 that 
turns this into an interesting sports story.

In 1965, Robbie had a meeting with Joe 
Foss, the commissioner of  the American 
Football League. Foss encouraged Robbie to 
look into Miami as a potential site for a new 
expansion franchise. As a lifelong sports fan, 
Robbie was very much interested in the idea, 
but he personally didn’t have the money to 
make it happen. And so, Robbie formed a 
general partnership with a few other individ-

uals and raised the $7.5 million to purchase 
the expansion team. A couple of  short years 
later, Robbie bought out his remaining part-
ners and simultaneously became the prima-
ry owner of  the Miami Dolphins.

Fast forward to the 1980’s and Robbie’s 
family net worth had skyrocketed. In 1987, he 
even built a new $114 million stadium, appro-
priately called “The Joe Robbie Stadium.”

By most measures, Joe Robbie was a very 
successful businessman and he amassed a 
substantial fortune during his lifetime. So, 
when he died in 1990, one would assume 
his wife and children should remain finan-
cially “set for life.” Unfortunately, this was 
not the case for the Robbie heirs. When 
Robbie passed away most of  his net worth 
was tied up in illiquid assets (i.e. the new 
stadium). The estate tax bill due upon his 
death was an estimated $47 million. His 
wife and children did not have the funds 
available to pay this tax, and they were 
forced to sell the Miami Dolphins fran-
chise (and stadium) at a very, very deep 
discount. Unfortunately, the Robbie family 
would no longer be a part of  the NFL.

While 99.99 percent of  Americans will 
never own an NFL franchise or amass the 
type of  fortune Joe Robbie had, we can all 

learn an extremely valuable lesson from 
this story. Estate planning is extremely 
important. Had Robbie done a few things 
differently, his family would likely still 
own the Miami Dolphins today (fun fact: 
the Miami Dolphins franchise currently 
has an estimated value of  $5.7 billion).

You don’t need to be a multimillionaire 
to benefit from estate planning. Working 
with an experienced financial planner will 
help you create a plan for the various assets 
you do own (i.e., real estate, businesses, 
investment accounts, IRA’s, etc.). The goal is 
to get your assets transferred to the correct 
people, and in a tax-efficient manner. At a 
minimum, a financial plan should evaluate 
how your accounts are titled (individual, 
joint, trust, etc.), who you have listed as 
beneficiaries, review your asset allocation, 
and make proper use of  insurance. 

If  you’ve never had a formal finan-
cial plan prepared for your family, or if  
you’re overdue for a review, a member 
of  The Capstone Planning Group would 
be happy to assist.

This article was written by the 
author, Christopher Mallon.
About The Capstone Planning Group

The Capstone Planning Group is an 

experienced wealth management team 
conveniently located at Cornerstone 
Bank. The team offers comprehensive 
financial planning, asset management, 
and insurance. To learn more about the 
team and schedule a courtesy consulta-
tion please visit www.thecapstone.group.

Securities and advisory services are 
offered through LPL Financial (LPL), 
a registered investment advisor and 
broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). 
Insurance products are offered through 
LPL or its licensed affiliates. Cornerstone 
Bank and The Capstone Planning Group 
are not registered as a broker-dealer or 
investment advisor. Registered represen-
tatives of  LPL offer products and services 
using The Capstone Planning Group and 
may also be employees of  Cornerstone 
Bank. These products and services are 
being offered through LPL or its affiliates, 
which are separate entities from, and 
not affiliates of, The Capstone Planning 
Group. Securities and insurance offered 
through LPL or its affiliates are:

Not insured by FDIC or Any Other 
Government Agency | Not Bank 
Guaranteed | Not Bank Deposits or 
Obligations | May Lose Value
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUTTERS

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
774-200-7308

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridge press.news

Installations

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL 
& CARPENTRY  

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
#4153C • 8376A1 • 191806

508-885-BEST
Exclusive Discounts for 

Seniors & Veterans

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

BY CHRISTOPHER MALLON
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, 

PROGRAM MANAGER
LPL REGISTERED PRINCIPAL, THE 

CAPSTONE PLANNING GROUP

Financial Focus The story of Joe Robbie
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Hi! My name is Lilyann and I 
want to be a teacher!   
Lily is a creative, energetic, and 

caring girl. She likes to sing and 
learn TikTok dances. Lily loves 
gymnastics. She likes to listen 
to music and journal. She has a 
great sense of humor with playful 
banter. Lily is a leader with a take 
charge attitude. She’s a great ad-
vocate for herself and others. She 
wants to be a teacher in the future. 
Lily attends school daily and re-

ceives some additional support 
in school. She is a strong student 
and does well academically. Lily 
takes initiative and thrives with one 

on one attention. 
Lily would do well with a family of any constellation who would be able 

to support a gradual, planful transition. Lily says she would love to have 
two parents and a younger sibling. She loves animals and would love 
to have a dog. Lily is of Caucasian descent. Lily would do well with ex-
perienced parents who can provide a supportive, consistent structure. 
She would like to maintain contact with her former foster mother. She 
has contact with two younger siblings, as well as phone contact and 
occasional visits with her father, who resides out of state. 
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/8795 
  Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . 
Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guid-
ance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out 
all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Lilyann 
Age 14 

Comedic improv classes offered in Milford
MILFORD — The Central Mass. 

Actors’ Collective looks forward to 
offering three separate eight-week 
summer courses in comedic improv 
performance to be held inside the 
Milford Performing Arts Center, 
located at 138 South Main St.

Two of  the courses are geared for 
adults, 18 and older, and another is 
designed for teens ages 13-17. Each 
course provides eight weekly classes, 
costs $250, and can accommodate up 
to 15 participants.

The CMAC Improv Studio - Level 
1- Improv Basics course, according 
to program literature, invites begin-
ner-level adults to “learn the basics of  
improv comedy. Come ready to laugh, 

learn and unleash your creativity in 
a fun and supportive environment,” 
Monday evenings, 6-7:30 p.m., June 
10 through July 29. Instructor Matt 
Fear is a career theater professional 
and seasoned improv performer.

The CMAC Improv Studio - Level 2 
- Intermediate Improv course invites 
adults, who already possess a basic 
working knowledge of  improv (hav-
ing completed one or two levels of  
instruction from a prior comedy 
school) to learn about “what makes a 
good scene, what makes a good scene 
partner, and ways of  supporting a 
scene,” even from the periphery. 
Classes will meet Monday evenings, 
8-9:30 p.m., from June 10 rough July 

29, instructed by Matt Fear.
The CMAC Improv Studio Teen 

Improv course designed for ages 
13-17 is equivalent to the adults’ 
Improv Basics “but is geared for the 
summer teen crowd.” Classes will 
meet Thursday afternoons, 3-5, from 
June 13 through August 8. Vivian 
Eliza Nichols, a longtime theater 
professional who holds awards in 
comedic improv, will instruct.

To enroll, visit www.wearecmac.
com.

CMAC co-creators Fear and Nichols 
extend their special thanks to the 
Milford Performing Arts Center for 
hosting this brand new summer pro-
gram!

Add a warm, 
cozy feel to this 
year’s gardens with 
the 2024 Pantone 
Color of  the Year, 
Peach Fuzz. It was 
selected for gen-

erating a feeling of  kindness and ten-
derness and encouraging sharing, com-
munity, and collaboration. Consider 
including this color in your garden to 
convey these emotions or as a good excuse 
to add more plants to your landscape. 
  This is the 25th year the Pantone Color 
Institute has selected a color that reflects 
the spirit of  the times.  These are colors 
you are likely to see in home furnishings, 
advertisements, and even our landscapes. 
Peach Fuzz lies somewhere between pink 
and salmon. Many garden plants have 
flowers that fit into this color spectrum 
and can be used in containers and garden 
beds.

Dianthus VivaciaÔ Orange is hardy to 
zone 7a, but can be used as an annual in 
colder areas. The large double flowers top 
10- to 16-inch-tall plants and are showy 
during the cooler months of  the growing 
season. They combine nicely with other 
flowers and their sturdy stems make them 
suitable for cutting.

SuperTrouperÔ  Orange Dianthus has 
similar colored flowers that are about 20% 
smaller. It is hardy in zones 5 to 9 and has 
a spicy fragrance.

Celosia Celway™ Salmon has the same 
heat and drought tolerance as other celo-
sias. The spiky blooms are held atop 40- to 
48-inch stems, making them great addi-
tions to the middle or back of  the border.

If  you love salvias, you can find a vari-
ety of  peachy-colored blossoms. These 
plants tend to be deer-resistant and hum-
mingbird magnets. Just check the plant 
tag for more specific information on the 
mature size and hardiness.

Luxury Lace daylily has subtly fragrant 
star-shaped flowers. Hardy in zones four 
to eight it has the same low maintenance 
requirements as other daylilies. Just 
water thoroughly when needed.

Geum ‘Mai Tai’ has vermillion red flow-
ers that fade to a peachy pink early in the 
season. The 18-inch-tall burgundy stems 
are a nice contrast to the flowers. Grow 

it in full sun with moist soil in zones five 
to seven.

Last but certainly not least is threadleaf  
coreopsis ‘Crème Caramel’ (Coreopsis 
verticillata ‘Crème Caramel’). Hardy in 
zones five to nine, it slowly spreads mak-
ing it a nice addition to a sunny slope or 
traditional border. The fine foliage blends 
nicely with other flowers, adding welcome 
texture to any planting. Watch the peachy-
pink flowers deepen to salmon when tem-
peratures cool.

Use the artist’s color wheel to find col-
ors that pair well with these and other 
peach-fuzz-colored flowers and foliage. 
Then look for opportunities to add inter-
esting texture for some additional pizzazz. 
You and your visitors will enjoy the cozy 
warm feeling when walking through your 
landscape.

Melinda Myers has written more than 
20 gardening books, including  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition  and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant 
video and DVD series  and the national-
ly syndicated  Melinda’s Garden Moment 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for  Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Myers’ Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Evoke positive emotions by adding 
Pantone Color of the Year to your garden

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Ball Horticultural Company — Courtesy

Heat and drought-tolerant Celosia Celway™ 
Salmon has spiky blooms atop 40- to 48-inch 
stems.

Spring has sprung 
and gardening sea-
son is around the 
corner!  As all home 
growers know, it takes 
careful planning and 
many hours of  labor 
to produce a bountiful 
garden.  While nearly 
every successful gar-
dener has their own 
special tricks to ensure a productive 
crop, the novice planter may need a 
helping hand to nudge green sprouts 
from uncooperative soil. If  that’s the 
case, the following tips culled from 
various “green thumbed” sources, 
including previously published tips 
from readers, may just be all you 
need to make this the most success-
ful gardening season yet.

**
The addition of  peat moss is nec-

essary to keep window boxes and 
other container gardens properly 
watered. But, if  you are not wetting 
down the peat moss before adding it 
to the soil, you may be doing your 
garden more harm than good.  Peat 
moss must be moistened before it is 
used in potting mixes.  When dry, the 
substance actually repels water!

Here’s how to pretreat it: If  you 
want to wet a full bag of  peat moss, 
poke several holes in the bottom 
of  the bag and open the top. Then 
pour water slowly into the top of  the 
bag until it seeps out of  the bottom 
holes.  Push on the bag and knead 
it to ensure the peat is getting satu-
rated.    To test, scoop out a handful 
of  peat moss and squeeze it.  If  you 
can squeeze water out, it is ready to 
use.    If  not, keep wetting until you 
can.

**
Here’s an easy test to gauge if  your 

garden soil is ready to plant. Simply 
scoop up a handful of  dirt and 
squeeze it into a ball.    If  the ball 
crumbles when you release your fin-
gers, the soil is all set for digging.  If  
the ball sticks together, the soil is 
still to wet to work.

**
Flower bulbs are now plentiful at 

large garden centers.  But, bulbs sold 
at such places are a bargain only if  
you know how to avoid poor quality 
bulbs. Here are some tips:

* Bulbs should feel solid and 
heavy.  If  they are light, they may be 
dried out.

* Avoid bulbs with discolored, dark 
or moldy spots.

* Make sure there are no holes 
or other signs of  insect damage on 
bulbs.

* Pick over bulbs that have sprout-
ed; it is better if  they grow roots 
first.

**
Color Tip:  Garden designers rec-

ommend most flower gardens have a 
splash of  red. The bright color acts 
as a stunning accent when planted 
in a clump among white flowers and 

thick greenery!
**
Farmer’s Planting 

Timetables
Our forefathers took 

great pains to plant 
crops at the precise 
time of  year to promote 
a bountiful crop.  With 
this in mind, below is 
this column’s annual 

reminder of  some interesting “old 
farmer’s tales” that indicate when 
it is time to plant garden vegetables:

Lilac’s Bloom: When the lilacs 
have their first leaves it is time 
to plant cool-weather crops such as 
peas, lettuce, and onions.  When the 
lilac flowers are in full bloom, it s 
safe to plant tender crops such as 
tomatoes and corn.

Native American’s Rule: The 
American Indians passed this reli-
able tip on to European colonists, 
and many farmers still rely on it 
today.  Tender crops should not be 
planted until    the    leaves on an oak 
tree are as big as a squirrels ear 
(about an inch or so long).

Moon Signs: Many natural garden-
ers plant successfully by the phases 
of  the moon.  Here’s how:  Between 
the new moon and the first quarter: 
sow or transplant leafy plants and 
those that bear seeds on the outside 
of  the fruit, such as strawberries.

Between the first quarter and the 
full moon: plant crops whose seeds 
develop inside the fruit, such as 
tomatoes, peas, beans and squash.

From the full moon to the last 
quarter:  plant root vegetables.

Never plant from the last quarter 
to the new moon.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House
Your tips can win you a great din-

ner for two at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. One win-
ner per month will win a fabulous 
three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the town common 
in historic Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dispensing tips, 
not inventing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m counting 
on you readers out there to share 
your best helpful hints!

Do you have a tip that has worked 
for you?  Do you have a question 
regarding household or garden 
matters?  If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press 
newspapers?  Send questions and/
or hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o the 
Southbridge Evening News, PO 
Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550. Or 
email  KDRR@aol.com.  Hints are 
entered into a drawing for dinner 
for two at the historic Publick House 
Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Gardening Tips and Tricks



Growing up, my 
dad was a huge 
fan of  Zig Ziglar, 
filling our home 
with the sound of  
his motivation-
al speeches. One 
story that always 
stuck with me 
was the story 
about a million 
dollar racehorse.

Ziglar poses a 
thought-provok-
ing question: "If  
you did have a 
m i l l i o n - d o l l a r 
racehorse, would 
you let him stay 
up half  the night 
drinking coffee 
and booze, smok-
ing cigarettes, 
and eating junk 
food?" Of  course, 
you wouldn't! He 
then extends the 
analogy, asking, 
"Would you treat 
a $10 dog or a 
$5 cat that way? 
What about a bil-
lion-dollar body?"

The point he's 
trying to make 
is clear. You are 
that billion-dol-
lar body. You 
may not feel like 
a Billion Dollars 
but nobody is 
going to bring 
you the life you 
want except your-
self. It's true that 
you're are the 
best investment 

your money can 
buy. You must 
invest in your-
self  to get far in 
life, but it takes 
work. Investing 
in yourself  takes 
time, patience, 
and sacrifice.

This invest-
ment concept 
extends beyond 
the racetrack 
to the broader 
market of  our 
personal develop-
ment, where the 
stakes are high, 
and the returns 
on investment 
can be life-chang-
ing.

C o n s i d e r 
your person-
al development 
as a portfolio. 
Diversification is 
key to any sound 
investment strat-
egy. Similarly, 
investing in 
oneself  encom-
passes various 
aspects: physical 
health, mental 
well-being, emo-
tional strength, 
and intellectual 
growth.

It requires con-
sistent effort. 
Whether it's com-
mitting to a regu-
lar workout rou-
tine at the gym, 
attending night 
classes to further 

our educa-
tion, or seek-
ing therapy 
to address 
u n d e r l y i n g 
issues, each 
action signi-
fies an invest-
ment in our 
well-being and 
future success.

Through the 
years, I eventu-
ally started to 
think of  myself  
as an investment 
in my future, and 
I thought a lot 
about bad habits. 
Just like savvy 
investors review 
and adjust their 
portfolios to 
optimize perfor-
mance, we must 
p e r i o d i c a l l y 
assess our hab-
its, routines, and 
choices.

While we may 
know on an intel-
lectual level that 
we need to take 
care of  ourselves 
to accomplish 
our dreams and 
be healthy, it's 
not easy, and bad 
habits are hard 
to kick. Very few 
of  us can kick a 
bad habit Cold 
Turkey.

Bad habits, in 
this analogy, are 
like underper-
forming assets. 

They drag 
down our 
o v e r a l l 
portfolio's 
v a l u e —
our life's 
p o t e n -
tial and 

well-being. Just 
as an investor 
wouldn't hold 
onto a stock 
plummeting in 
value without 
good reason, we 
shouldn't cling 
to habits that 
don't serve our 
ultimate goals 
of  health, happi-
ness, and success.

Yet, the pro-
cess of  divesting 
from these hab-
its isn't akin to 
simply clicking a 
"sell" button. It's 
a gradual, some-
times challeng-
ing process of  
trial, error, and 
perseverance.

I've been paying 
close attention 
to Bitcoin since 
2016, and I'm 
always amazed 
at its volatility. 
Yet, amidst the 
ups and downs, 
it keeps trending 
upward.

W a t c h i n g 
Bitcoin's ascent 
has taught me 
that volatility is 
part of  the jour-

ney. There will 
be days when our 
resolve weakens, 
and old habits 
resurface like 
a market cor-
rection testing 
investors' nerves.

However, it's 
not the daily 
fluctuations that 
define our suc-
cess but the over-
all trend. If  you're 
gradually becom-
ing more mindful 
of  your health, 
more resilient in 
facing stress, and 
more dedicated 
to your person-
al growth—even 
amidst occasion-
al setbacks—
you're on an 
upward trajecto-
ry.

Remember, the 
most significant 
investments don't 
yield returns 
overnight. They 
require time, 
belief  in their 
value, and the 
patience to ride 
out the volatili-
ty. Your invest-
ment in yourself  
is no different. 
Each step toward 
breaking a bad 
habit, no matter 
how small, is a 
deposit into your 
b i l l i o n - d o l l a r 
body's account, 

accruing com-
pound interest 
in the form of  a 
healthier, more 
fulfilled life.

As you contin-
ue on this jour-
ney, don't beat 
yourself  up if  
you have the occa-
sional backslide, 
stop counting cal-
ories for a couple 
of  days, get too 
busy to make it 
to the gym, or 
aren't able to stay 
on track the way 
that you thought 
you should. 
Volatility is part 
of  the game; just 
keep focused on 
making those 
baby steps and 
keep trending 
upward!

Keep the image 
of  the million-dol-
lar racehorse 
in mind, and 
remember, that 
racehorse is you! 
Would you bet 
against a horse 
of  such value 
by neglecting its 
care? Unlikely. 
Then why bet 
against yourself ? 
By viewing each 
choice and habit 
through the lens 
of  investment, 
you position 
yourself  to suc-
ceed and thrive.

Trout fish-
ing is produc-
ing some impres-
sive fish in Mass. 
waters, with 
some impressive 
rainbow trout 
being caught at 
various ponds 
and lakes in the 
valley.  Mass. 
has pretty much 
stocked all ponds 
and lakes in the 
valley  at least 
once, and trout 
will continue 
to be stocked 
up to Memorial 
Day week-
end.  Because 
of  the high 
water from 
recent heavy 
rain, streams 
and rivers may 
not be stocked 
until waters 
recede.  Many 
anglers are 
smoking  the 
trout that they 
catch.

The Uxbridge 
Rod & Gun 
Club will open 
their  pond for 
the April trout 
fishing derby 
on April 13, 
for members 
only.  The pond 
will receive 
another huge 
trout stock-
ing prior to 
the derby.  The 
derby will start 
at 7 a.m., and 
will end at 10 
p.m.  Cash prizes 
will be awarded 
for the largest 
trout.

Trout fish-
ing  anglers need 
to be remind-
ed again that 
Wallum Lake in 
Douglas is closed 
to all fishing 
until April 13, as 
the lake is con-
trolled  by Rhode 
Island regu-
lations.  When 
Wallum Lake 
opens, the trout 
limits are six 
fish per day.  To 
check on all 
r e g u l a t i o n s , 
go to the Web 
site at Rhode 
Island  freshwa-
terfishing.com.

Most local Rod 
& Gun Clubs in 
the valley have 
had their annual 
wild game din-
ners, with tick-
ets selling out 
in one day.  The 
W h i t i n s v i l l e 
Fish & Game 
club will be hold-
ing their pistol & 
clay shoots every 
Wed at 6 p.m., 
and they are 
open to the pub-
lic.  Check out 
their newly reno-
vated ranges.

This past 
week, I was driv-
ing  down the 
road on Route 16 
near my house 
when a large 
rabbit was spot-
ted crossing the 
road, and it was 
very large, but 
what made him 
stand out was 
the huge ears he 
was sporting.  It 
was the size of  
a large snowshoe 

hare, but it defi-
nitely  was not a 
hare. I had one in 
my backyard last 
year.  Now, there 
are a lot of  rab-
bits throughout 
the valley area, 
but these do 
not have all the 
features of  the 
standard New 
England cotton-
tail rabbits we 
are used to see-
ing.

The Eastern 
cottontail rab-
bits are also 
located  in New 
England, and 
have many of  
the same fea-
tures of  a New 
England cotton-
tail.  Whatever 
they are, they 
raised havoc 
with my vegeta-
ble  garden and 
with my flower 
bed last year, 
prompting me to 
fence off  the gar-
den this year.

Bear are com-
ing out of  hiber-
nation, and 
sightings are 
being reported 
by homeown-
ers throughout 
the valley that 
have bird feed-
ers out.  They are 
the number one 
food source they 
enjoy eating.

Take A Kid 
Fishing & Keep 
Them Rods 
Bending!
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

JOIN US FOR 
EASTER 
DINNER

Special Menu 
Seatings at 

Noon, 2, and 4

Residential & Commercial
From a hole in your roof... to a whole new roof!

508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278
www.NoreasterRoofing.com

Visit our showroom  
1 Providence Ln., Whitinsville, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907 HIC#160483

Over 
30 Years 

Experience

Women’s self defense program held at Plummer Place
NORTHBRIDGE — Situational 

awareness, basic self-defense tech-
niques, and safety strategies were 
just a few of  the things discussed 
recently at a women's self-defense 
program held at Plummer Place, 
Home of  the Northbridge Senior 
Center. Mandi Remillard, chief  
instructor, and Seanna Longacre, 
assistant instructor of  Family Karate 
Center in Whitinsville demonstrated 
many safety preparedness skills and 
shared numerous self-defense tips on 
how to confront opponents in seri-
ous situations.

"This program was extremely 

informative and provided numerous 
techniques and resources to use in 
order to protect and defend your-
self," shared Joan McCaughey, one of  
the attendees.

"Empowering seniors and older 
adults with self-defense skills is an 
essential step to ensuring the safe-
ty and well-being of  our communi-
ty," said Amy Cowen, program and 
volunteer coordinator for Plummer 
Place. "We are delighted to have part-
nered with Mandi and Seanna and 
hope to have them back again!"

For more information on Plummer 
Place, Home of  the Northbridge 

Trout season produces impressive fish

Senior Center, please call (508) 
234-2002. For more information on 

Family Karate Center, please call 
(508) 234-0900.

Courtesy

Don Cook with a nice brown trout caught last weekend at Lousia Lake. 

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

Treat yourself like a million-dollar racehorse



In addition to Lewis, senior students 
Syrianna Douangsavanh and Brynn 
Doherty will attend ICDC and compete 
in the School-Based Enterprise (SBE) 
event. Sophomores Erin Roche and 
Sophia Freire will attend DECA's Thrive 
Academy in Anaheim.

A central part of  the DECA program 
is the opportunity to attend leadership 
and competitive conferences around the 
state and country throughout the year. 
These conferences give members a real-
istic insight into the industry and an 
opportunity to engage with profession-
als and demonstrate their knowledge. 
Competitions begin at the District level 
where students compete against peers 
from other high schools in the area. 

Competitors can advance to the State 
level and then to the International level.

About DECA
DECA is a nonprofit high school busi-

ness and marketing organization that 
prepares young leaders and entrepre-
neurs for careers in marketing, finance, 
hospitality and management. DECA 
serves both high school and college stu-
dents with over 250,000 members and 
4,000 chapters internationally.

DECA prepares members to be college 
and career-ready, helping members devel-
op skills in problem-solving and leader-
ship. The organization supports class-
room instruction and connects schools 
to real-world experiences, helping stu-
dents apply their learning through proj-
ect-based activities that require creative 
solutions with practical outcomes in an 
authentic business context.

“He actually did track in high school 
himself, but his track career was stopped 
short due to a back injury on the hurdles. 
He was an Air Force veteran, and then 
spent his career as a truck driver most of  
his life, who loved his Peterbilts,” Rokne 
said. “I can still remember watching from 
the window as his big red truck would pull 
into the driveway when he came home 
from work while my gram was watching 
me. We would wave at each other, with my 
sippy cup and baby doll in hand. While he 
has been gone for a while now, I can still 
remember that image vividly.”

Rokne said her grandfather always 
made her feel support and like she was 
“capable of  doing anything.”

“When he got his diagnosis, we also 
found out it might be too late for him to 
fight it, but he had wanted to try. I felt 
robbed of  him being able to be at my 
high school graduation, and having him 
help teach me how to drive, two things he 
promised me we would still get to do,” she 
said. “I always knew he believed in me, 
and losing him hit me hard. I lost a father 
figure and best friend, but have vowed to 
do anything I can in honor of  him. I hope 
to make him proud with my fundraising 
and running the Boston Marathon, and I 
know that he would believe in me even in 
moments I would not believe in myself.”

And Rokne said she will think of  her 
grandfather when the Marathon gets hard 
or if  she finds herself  “hitting the wall.”

“I will always remember his sense of  
humor, storytelling, and a really great 
Donald Duck impression,” she said.

Additionally, Rokne said another 
Douglas resident, Thibault, is running 
and fundraising for the Price Center, her 
employer, and also in honor of  her clients 
who she is dedicated to helping.

The Boston Marathon will be held on 
Monday, April 15.

Whitinsville--Victoria K. 
(Arakelian) Bedigian, 102, 
passed away peacefully at her 
home surrounded by family 
and friends, Tuesday, March 
19, 2024. She was predeceased 
by her beloved husband of  
54 years, Harry Bedigian, in 
1999. She is survived by her 
four sons: Philip Bedigian of  
Whitinsville; Harry Bedigian 
and his wife Jean, of  Redwood 
City, California; Jeff  Bedigian and his 
wife Jayne, of  Whitinsville; and Mark 
Bedigian and his wife Margot, of  
Naperville, Illinois; nine grandchildren, 
nine great grandchildren, and many 
nieces and nephews. In addition, she 
was predeceased by her brothers Varkis 
and Theodore Arakelian, and sisters 
Helen Andrews and Margaret Hagopian.

A daughter of  Kazar and Ohdig 
(DerSarkisian) Arakelian, Vicky was 
born in Whitinsville on November 25, 
1921, and was a graduate of  Northbridge 
High School. She was a long-time mem-
ber of  the Village Congregational 
Church where she taught Sunday school 
and was the former treasurer of  the 

Women’s Fellowship of  the 
Village Church. While rais-
ing her four boys was her 
priority, Vicky was a pio-
neer in helping to advance 
opportunities for women. It 
wasn’t until her boys were 
school age that she entered 
the workforce. She was previ-
ously employed at the former 
Whitinsville Savings Bank, 
currently Unibank, and 

worked her way from teller to assistant 
treasurer and mortgage officer before 
retiring in 1989. Vicky’s family and 
spending time with them was always the 
center of  her life.

Calling hours and the Funeral Service 
were held Friday, March 22, 2024, at 
the Village Congregational Church,  
followed by burial will follow in Pine 
Grove Cemetery. In lieu of  flowers, 
donations may be made to the Village 
Congregational Church, PO Box 217, 
Whitinsville, MA 01588. Carr Funeral 
Home, 24 Hill St., Whitinsville is assist-
ing the family. To share a memory or 
condolence with the family, please visit 
www.carrfuneralhome.com

Victoria K. Bedigian, 102
Douglas- Raymond J. 

Richards, 94, of  North St. 
passed away on Sun. March 
24, 2024 peacefully at home, 
surrounded by his loving 
family. He was predeceased 
by his wife of  66 years, 
Pauline M. (Bellerose) 
Richard on May 13, 2019. 

He is survived by his 4 chil-
dren, Barbara A. Bourassa 
and her husband James of  
Shrewsbury, Paul R. Richard and 
his wife Paula of  Jamestown, RI, 
Stephen J. Richard and his wife 
Verneice of  Northbridge, and Brian 
D. Richard and his wife Susan of  
Uxbridge; 7 grandchildren, Jennifer 
Yarnie, Christopher Bourassa, 
Lauren Beischel, Lisa Bourassa, 
Stephenie Orphin, Jeffrey Richard, 
and Katelyn Audet; 9 great-grand-
children, Edward Yarnie, Nathaniel 
Yarnie, Cassandra Beischel, Owen 
Audet, Mason Richard, Liam 
Beischel, Georgia Audet, Jameson 
Richard, and Caleb Audet, and sever-
al nieces and nephews. He was pre-
deceased by a grandson Christopher 
Richard, and brothers, Alyre M. 
Richard, Michael F. Richard, and 
Robert R. Richard.

Born in Douglas, MA on April 29, 
1929 he was the son of  Alyre J. and 
Mary (Herbst) Richard, and was a 
lifelong resident of  Douglas. A grad-
uate of  Douglas High School Class 
of  1946, he furthered his education 
and attained his engineering degree 
from Worcester Junior College. Ray 
worked as an Industrial Engineer 

for 35 years for Wyman 
Gordon in Grafton and 
Worcester until his retire-
ment in 1990. Previously 
he had worked for Pratt 
Whitney and Whitin 
Machine Works.

Ray was a member 
and former Division 
Commander of  the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary for over 
50 years, where he taught 

classes, and performed vessel 
inspections. He was also a mem-
ber of  the Knights of  Columbus, 
the Douglas School Committee and 
longtime parishioner of  St. Denis 
Church.

He enjoyed boating, fishing, taking 
bus tours with his wife, vacationing 
in Misquamicut and Jamestown, RI, 
as well as Myrtle Beach, SC. Ray 
loved hosting every holiday at his 
home, as spending time with family 
was one of  his greatest joys. He was 
a longtime woodworker and made 
beautiful furniture over the years.

His funeral Mass will be held on 
Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 10 AM in 
St. Denis Church, 23 Manchaug St., 
Douglas. Calling hours will be held 
on Monday, April 1st from 5-7 PM in 
Jackman Funeral Home, 7 Mechanic 
St., Douglas. In lieu of  flowers, dona-
tions in Ray’s memory may be made 
to: Dana Farber Cancer Center, 20 
Prospect St., Milford, MA 01757. 
To leave a condolence message for 
his family please visit http://www.
JackmanFuneralHomes.com

Raymond J. Richards, 94
Obituaries
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(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
  LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT
CITATION
Case No.  16 REG 43500  
Plaintiff:  Stonewall Trust, Lisa 
Bourgeois, Trustee  
To: Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Office of the Attorney General; Town 
Clerk, Town of Millville, Chairman of 
Board of Selectmen, both of Town 
of Millville, County of Worcester, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts; 
Allan M. Trank, Alice Gomes Monteiro de 
Pina Trank, Timothy P. Haggerty, Valerie 
S. Haggerty, Donald R. Blanchette, Jr., 
Judith A. Legare, Trustee of The Judith 
A. Legare Living Trust, John M. Laura, 
Carol A. Laura, James D. Murphy, 
Eileen S. Murphy, Roger Belanger, 
Jr., Tracey Phelan, Leonard P. Hogue, 
Gail A. Hogue, Marjorie E. Blanchette, 
Kris Ryan Kaczowski, Jody E. Durbin, 
James Galimi, Lisa Galimi, William 
H. Pleau, Helen R. Pleau, Robert E. 
Renault, Lisa M. Renault all of Millville, 
County of Worcester, Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts; Stephen Tourtellot, 
deceased, formerly of Worcester, or 
their heirs, devisees and legal rep-
resentatives; and to all whom it may 
concern:
Whereas, a complaint has been pre-
sented to said Court by Stonewall 
Trust, Lisa Bourgeois, Trustee of 
Millville, County of Worcester, and said 
Commonwealth, to register and con-
firm title in the following described 
land:
A certain parcel of land with the build-
ings thereon, situate in said Millville, 
bounded and described as follows:
The land in Millville, Worcester County, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
described on plan entitled “Plan of 
Land #46A Legg Street, #46Adj Legg 
Street, #113 Grove Street Millville, 
Mass. Surveyed for Lisa Bourgeois 
Trustee of Stonewall Trust” dated 
February 23, 2015, prepared by Civil 

Site Engineering LLC bounded and 
described as follows:
PLAN LOT 1
Northerly  by Plan Lot 3, forty-three 
and 37/100 (43.37) feet;
Easterly  by Legg Street, two hundred 
and 94/100 (200.94) feet;
Northeasterly by Legg Street, with a 
radius of 83.00 feet, a distance of one 
hundred eleven and 05/100 (111.05) 
feet; 
Northerly by Legg Street, two hundred 
fifty-five and 15/100 (255.15) feet;
Northerly  again by Legg Street, thir-
ty-one and 55/100 (31.55) feet; 
Northeasterly by the corner of Legg 
Street and Grove Street, eighteen and 
26/100 (18.26) feet;
Easterly by Grove Street, five hundred 
fifty and 33/100 (550.33) feet;
Southerly by land now and formerly 
of Allan M. Trank and Alice Gomes 
Montiero de Pina Trank, three hundred 
forty and 32/100  (340.32) feet; 
Westerly by land now and formerly of 
Allan M. Trank and Alice Gomes
 Montiero de Pina Trank, two hundred 
eighty-nine and 84/110 (289.84) feet; 
Westerly  by land now and formerly of 
Allan M. Trank and Alice Gomes
 Montiero de Pina Trank, ninety-nine 
and 92/100 (99.92) feet; 
Westerly again and by land now and 
formerly of Allan M. Trank and Alice
Gomes Montiero de Pina Trank, two 
hundred twenty-seven and 45/100 
(227.45) feet; 
Westerly  again four and 23/100 (4.23) 
feet; 
Northerly  by land now and formerly of 
Timothy P. and Valerie S. Haggerty, 
 twenty-four and 17/100 (24.17) feet; 
Westerly by land now and formerly of 
Timothy P. and Valerie S. Haggerty,
sixty-nine and 44/100 (69.44) feet;
Southerly by land now and formerly of 
Timothy P. and Valerie S. Haggerty, 
 six and 49/100 (6.49) feet; 
Westerly by land now and formerly of 
Timothy P. and Valerie S. Haggerty, 
 twenty-two and 95/100 (22.95) feet; 
Southerly by land now and formerly of 
Timothy P. and Valerie S. Haggerty, 

 sixteen and 89/100 (16.89) feet;
Westerly by land now and formerly of 
Timothy P. and Valerie S. Haggerty, 
one hundred thirty-one and 65/100 
(131.65) feet.
Containing 5.64 acres according to 
said plan. 
PLAN LOT 2
Northerly  by land now and formerly 
of James D. and Eileen S. Murphy and 
by land now and formerly of Roger 
Belanger, Jr., and Tracey Phelan,
 four hundred twelve and 69/100 
(412.69) feet; 
Easterly by Grove Street, two hundred 
seventy-one and 69/100 (271.69) feet;
Southerly  by Legg Street, three hun-
dred four and 08/100 (304.08) feet; 
Southwesterly by a curved line by 
Legg Street, with a radius of 50.00 
and a length of sixty-six and 90/100 
(66.90) feet;  
Westerly again by Legg Street, 
one hundred sixty-five and 79/100 
(165.79) feet; 
Containing 2.16 acres according to 
said plan.
PLAN LOT 3
Northerly  by land now and formerly 
of William H. and Helen R. Pleau, four
 hundred seventy-two and 95/100 
(472.95) feet; 
Easterly by Legg Street by three 
lines measuring fifty-five and 67/100 
(55.67) feet;
fifty-two and 53/100 (52.53) feet 
and one hundred forty and 42/100 
(140.42) feet;
Southerly by Plan Lot 1 forty-three 
and 37/100 (43.37) feet;
Southerly by land now and formerly of 
Timothy P. and Valerie S. Haggerty, 
 one hundred ninety and 66/100 
(190.66) feet; 
Easterly by land now and formerly of 
Timothy P. and Valerie S. Haggerty, 
ninety-two and 93/100 (92.93) feet; 
Southerly by land now and formerly of 
Allan M. Trank and Alice Gomes 
Montiero de Pina Trank, by two 
lines measuring two hundred thir-
ty-nine and 77/100 (239.77) feet and 
eighty-seven and 63/100 (87.63) feet; 

Westerly by land now and formerly of 
Robert J. and Jane P. Brossman and 
by by land now and formerly of Keith 
J. and MarcyAnn Deragon by  three 
lines measuring seventy-seven and 
26/100 (77.26) feet,  
 eighty-six and 22/100 (86.22) feet 
and one hundred thirty-five and  
39/100 (135.39) feet. 
Containing 3.45 acres according to 
said plan. 
The above-described land is shown 
on a plan filed with said complaint and 
all boundary lines are claimed to be 
located on the ground as shown on 
said plan.
If you desire to make any objection or 
defense to said complaint you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and an answer under oath, set-
ting forth clearly and specifically your 
objections or defense to each part 
of said complaint, in the office of 
the Recorder of said Court in Boston 
(at 3 Pemberton Square, Room 507, 
Boston, MA 02108), or in the office of 
the Assistant Recorder of said Court 
at the Registry of Deeds at Worcester, 
in the County of  Worcester, where a 
copy of the plan filed with said com-
plaint is deposited, on or before the 
Sixth day of  May next.
Unless an appearance is so filed by or 
for you, your default will be recorded, 
the said complaint will be taken as con-
fessed and you will be forever barred 
from contesting said complaint or any 
judgment entered thereon.
WITNESS, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court, this Seventh day 
of March, in the year two thousand 
four.
DEBORAH J. PATTERSON
RECORDER
From the office of: Jeffrey L. Ontell, 
Esq., Marsh, Moriarty, Ontell and 
Golder, 99 Rosewood Drive, Suite 220, 
Danvers, MA  01923
March 15, 2024
March 22, 2024
March 29, 2024

LEGALS

MARATHON
continued from page A1

LEWIS
continued from page A1



331 Main St.
(508) 476-2283
Hours of  operation: Monday 

through Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
Friday 9 a.m.-noon

DAILY ACTIVITIES: All our daily 
activities are free of  charge.

Monday: Painting class 9:45 to 
11:45, Balance & Strength Exercise 
12 pm, Mat yoga 2 pm

Tuesday: Walking club 9 am, 
Cribbage 9:30 am, Zumba 9:30 am, 
Bingo 12:00 pm, Technology Class 
1pm (call to make an appt.)

Wednesday: Balance & Strength 10 
am, Darts 10 am, MahJong 1 pm

Thursday: Walking club 9 am, 
Chair Yoga 9:30 am, Pitch 9:30 am, 
Hand and Foot card game

12:30 pm
Friday: Balance & Strength 10 am

APRIL EVENTS:

If  you are a Douglas resident, 
wondering where your newsletter 
has been? Please call the center 
to confirm your address or update 
us of  any changes made. If  you 
have changed from a post office 
box to home delivery we would like 
to know to. This will help us make 
sure your newsletter gets to you.

We have started a singing group, 
join “The Adult Social Center 
Singers” on Wednesday’s @ 12:30.

APRIL EVENTS:
Thursday 4th @ 11:00: We will be 

having a guest speaker in to discuss 
probate, wills & estate planning.  A 
taco lunch will be served after the 
presentation for $4.00 per person. 
Please RSVP before 3/24.

Friday 5th @ 5:30: The Sunshine 
Club is hosting a night of  dinner 
& line dancing. Doors open at 5:00, 
dinner @ 5:30. Tickets MUST be pur-
chased in advance, $10.00 per ticket. 
Tickets are available at the center!

Thursday 11th @ 9:00: Veteran’s 
Breakfast, FREE and open to ANY 
veteran that would like to come in 
and enjoy some conversation and 
breakfast. Please RSVP before 4/8.

Thursday 11th @ 11:30: National 
Grilled Cheese Day! Join us for a 
fun afternoon of  trivia and a grilled 
cheese luncheon. Lunch is $4.00 per 
person. Please RSVP before 4/8.

Thursday 18th @ 11:30: Lunch 
and a movie, featuring The Hill. 
We will be serving American Chop 
Suey, salad, and cupcakes. Lunch 
is $4.00 per person. Please RSVP 
before 4/15.

Thursday 25th @ 11:00: Bemis 
Nursery is back, and we are so 
excited! Join us in making a rain-
forest terrarium. The cost for this 
event is $20.00 per person and must 
be paid when you sign up. Please 
RSVP before 4/18.

PLEASE CALL THE CENTER TO 
SIGN UP, 508-476-2283.

The Sunshine Club invites you to 
cruise with them…. Join us for a 
river cruise down the Danube River 
on an AMA Water Way cruise ship. 
We will be going in October 2024. 
The Sunshine Club is organizing 
this trip through the AAA office 
in Webster. The trip is a seven day 
tour with an optional three day pre 
cruise in Prague and/ or 2 day post 
cruise tour in Budapest. Experience 
cultural and culinary highlights of  
this historic European region at 
the different port stops along the 
Danube River. For more informa-
tion about this itinerary and travel 
plans, please contact Pam Schwartz 
@ 508-476-4474. This trip is open to 
everyone!

Check our website for events that 
may not be listed here

https://www.douglas-ma.gov/202/
AdultSocial-Center-Senior-Center
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(SEAL)
THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT
Docket Number: 24 SM 000695
ORDER OF NOTICE
To:
David Ayer as Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate of Roberta Ann Ayer; 
Michael Scott Ayer; Ashley Margaret 
Ayer; Arthur John Stebbins; Jean Ma-
tus, as Guardian for Lukas Charles 
Stebbins; Jean Matus, as Guardian for 
Aiden Robert Stebbins; David Ayer, as 
Trustee of the Roberta A. Ayer Testa-
mentary Trust
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Longbridge Financial LLC
claiming to have an interest in a Mort-
gage covering real property in Whitins-
ville (Northbridge), numbered 45 Roy 
Street, given by Roberta Ann Ayer to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for Fairway In-
dependent Mortgage Corporation, dat-
ed February 10, 2021, and recorded in 
the Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 64474, 
Page 177, and now held by the Plaintiff 
by assignment, has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemem-
bers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the Unit-
ed States of America, then you may be 
entitled to the benefits of the Service-
members Civil Relief Act.  If you object 
to a foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, then you 
or your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 
02108 on or before April 29, 2024, or 
you may lose the opportunity to chal-
lenge the foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act. 
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Jus-
tice of this Court on March 18, 2024.
Attest:	
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
25390
March 29, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE
	 By virtue of and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Jay A. Ficco 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Drew Mortgage Associates, 
Inc., its successors and assigns, 
dated March 29, 2007 and recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 40899, 
Page 324 (the “Mortgage”) of which 
mortgage Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
is the present holder by Assignment 
from Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Drew Mortgage Associates, 
Inc., its successors and assigns 
to Nationstar Mortgage LLC dated 
December 21, 2023 and recorded at 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 70059, 
Page 204, for breach of conditions of 
said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same, the mort-
gaged premises located at 5 C Street, 
Douglas, MA 01516 will be sold at a 
Public Auction at 12:00  PM on April 
25, 2024, at the mortgaged premises, 
more particularly described below, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit:
The following property situated 
in Douglas, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts on the Southerly side 
of “C” Street, commonly called Maple 
Street, in the Village of East Douglas 
bounded and described as follows: 
Beginning at northwest corner of the 
premises at the northeast corner of 
house lot of Chester Wallis at said 

street line; 
Thence S. 27° 02’ E. sixty-two feet, 
bounded westerly by said Wallis land 
to a bound at north line of one Janton; 
Thence N. 68° 30’ E. fifty-one and 
eight-tenths feet, bounded southerly 
by said Janton and, a few feet, by 
land of Gniadek to an iron pin driven 
in the ground to mark the southeast 
corner of the premises and a corner 
of said Gniadek land; 
Thence N. 11° 10’ W. fifty feet to an 
iron pin driven in the ground in the 
South line of said Street, bounded 
easterly by said Gniadek; 
Thence N. 89° W. twenty-eight feet by 
said Street; 
Thence S. 75° 25’ W. forty and for-
ty-eight hundredths feet by said street, 
to the point of beginning. 
Together with a narrow strip eight 
feet wide adjoining and extending the 
length of said lot on the Easterly side 
thereof. 
BEING the same premises conveyed 
to the Mortgagor by deed dated 
March 27, 2007 and recorded prior 
hereto, Book 40899 Page 322.
	 For mortgagor’s title see deed 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 40899, Page 322.
	 The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid taxes 
and other municipal assessments and 
liens, and subject to prior liens or 
other enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence over this 
mortgage, and subject to and with the 
benefit of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions of record 
and subject to all tenancies and/or 
rights of parties in possession.
	 Terms of the Sale:  Cashier’s or 
certified check in the sum of $5,000.00 
as a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qualify 
as a bidder (the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt from this 
requirement); high bidder to sign writ-
ten Memorandum of Sale upon accep-
tance of bid; balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of the sale at the 
offices of mortgagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 Chelmsford 
Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be designated by 
mortgagee.  The description for the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publication.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
Korde & Associates, P.C. 
900 Chelmsford Street 
Suite 3102 
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Ficco, Estate of Jay A., 23-044068
March 29, 2024
April 5, 2024
April 12, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200

Docket No. WO24C0117CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Lauren Ann Lucette Carpentier
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by 
Lauren Ann Lucette Carpentier of 
Blackstone MA requesting that the 
court enter a Decree changing their 
name to: 
Lauren Anntoinette Lucette Sullivan

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 04/09/24. This is 

NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: March 18, 2024
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
March 29, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 83 Oak Street, 
Uxbridge, MA 01569
 	 By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained in 
a certain mortgage given by Hector 
A. Girouard to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
Mortgagee, as nominee for Generation 
Mortgage Company, and now held by 
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, not in its Individual Capacity 
but solely as Trustee of NCP SSNS 
I Trust, said mortgage dated August 
1, 2012 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 49419, Page 177, said 
mortgage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Generation Mortgage 
Company to Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, acting not in its individ-
ual capacity but solely as Trustee of 
Southside NSP Trust 2017-1 by assign-
ment dated November 17, 2022 and 
recorded with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 68523, Page 35; said mort-
gage was assigned from Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, FSB, acting not 
in its individual capacity but solely as 
Trustee of Southside NSP Trust 2017-
1 to Wilmington Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, not in its Individual Capacity 
but solely as Trustee of NCP SSNS I 
Trust by assignment dated February 7, 
2023 and recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 68829, Page 118; 
for breach of the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction on May 15, 2024 at 01:00 PM 
Local Time upon the premises, all and 
singular the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 
 A certain tract or parcel of land with all 
the buildings and other improvements 
thereon situated in the central part 
of the Town of Uxbridge, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, on the east-
erly side of Oak Street, so called 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING  at a point on the easterly 
side of Oak Street, said point being the 
northwest corner of land of Clarence A. 
and Odina Gauthier and the southwest 
corner of the parcel herein described; 
THENCE  N. 27° 06’ E, with said 
Oak Street, one hundred eigh-
teen and eighty-one hundredths 
(118.81) feet to a drill hole in wall 
at other land of the Ballou heirs; 
THENCE:  S. 60° 27’ E, by said Ballou 
heirs’ land two hundred twenty-five 
(225) feet, more or less to a granite 
bound at the northwest corner of land 
sold to Josaphat Archambault and wife, 
THENCE S. 48° 18’ W, with land of 
said Archambault eighty-two and 
sixty-seven hundredths (82.67) 
feet to a drill hole in the wall; 
THENCE N. 68° 00’ W, fifty-nine and 
nine tenths (59.9) feet to a corner of 
land of the aforementioned Gauthier; 
THENCE  N. 74° 06’ W, with said 
Gauthier land, one hundred forty 
(140) feet to the place of beginning; 
For chain of title see Deed 
at Book 7489, Page 110 
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated April 13, 1982 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
7489, Page 110.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 

liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2 n d  F l o o r 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, not in its Individual 
Capacity but solely as Trustee of NCP 
SSNS I Trust
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
March 29, 2024
April 5, 2024
April 12, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P0861EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Harvey L. Lavallee, Jr.
Also known as:

Harvey Lavallee, Harvey L. Lavallee, 
Harvey Lavallee, Jr.

Date of Death:  08/29/2009
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Claire T. Lavallee of Uxbridge MA
that the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Claire T. Lavallee of Uxbridge MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety  on the bond in unsupervised 
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/23/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 21, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 29, 2024

LEGALS

Douglas Adult Social Center



(508) 234-2002
“The Creation of  the 

Quabbin Reservoir”, 
Wednesday, April 

3rd from 1:00-2:00pm. 
Join local author J.R. 

Greene as he recounts 
the history of  the 

Metro Boston water 
system through the 
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

CIESLA CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION 
237 FISKE HILL ROAD • STURBRIDGE, MA  01566 

508-347-3455

HELP WANTED
CDL Driver 

AMBITIOUS, DEPENDABLE  
APPLY IN PERSON 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00 – 4:30

 
  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

PART TIME COOK
20 HOURS PER WEEK
THURSDAY-SATURDAY 

EVENINGS
APPLY IN PERSON 

AT THE BAR 

ROOM FOR RENT 
STURBRIDGE

Many extras.
 owner occupied.  
Looking for adult 

male. $950/month. 
References required.  

Call 508-647-3956

Plummer Place
Home of the Northbridge Senior Center

Millbury Senior Center

appointed Kamala Harris 
as the border czar and 
we all know how things 
are going there. Speaking 
of  the border, it seems 
that the only time liberal 
media pays any attention 
to the border was when 
Trump was in office. The 
so-called cages that were 
installed to house illegals 
when Barack Obama was 
POTUS have miraculous-
ly disappeared. Or anoth-
er way of  saying that, is 
that it's no longer a talking 
point because the media 
doesn't attack its own.

Let's look at Mr. Magoo's 
first bid for the highest 
office in the land via the 
Washington Post and for 
my conservatives who are 
avid readers; I do apolo-
gize for the redundancy 
but it's those pesky liber-
als that won't learn from 
history.

On Sept. 23, 1987, Joe 
Biden stood before a 
crowd of  reporters and 
ended his first presiden-
tial campaign amid ques-
tions about a value he’d 
worked hard to convince 
voters he had: authentic-
ity.

The collapse had begun 
11 days earlier, with news 
that Biden had lifted 
phrases and mannerisms 
from a British Labour 
Party politician while 

making closing remarks 
at a debate. Examples soon 
surfaced of  Biden using 
material from other politi-
cians without attribution, 
and he acknowledged he 
had been accused of  pla-
giarism in law school. To 
make matters worse, a 
video emerged of  Biden 
exaggerating his academ-
ic record while speaking 
angrily to a voter in New 
Hampshire.

“I made some mis-
takes,” Biden, then a U.S. 
senator, told the press as 
he announced the end of  
his candidacy, in a speech 
that was by turns regretful 
and defiant. “But now, the 
exaggerated shadow of  
those mistakes has begun 
to obscure the essence 
of  my candidacy and the 
essence of  Joe Biden.”

You just never know 
what is going to come 
out of  the mouth of  Mr. 
Magoo. It seems he's lived 
everywhere, he's done 
everything, and knows 
everyone. The sad truth 
is that some of  you knew 
that Mr. Magoo has lied his 
way to the top. Mr. Magoo 
was never a blue collar 
worker while claiming to 
be for the working man. 
Mr. Magoo claimed he was 
a coal miner and from a 
family of  coal miners, just 
another lie. Here are some 
more fabrications courte-
sy of  Mr. Magoo: Biden 
has said he was a civil 

rights leader, participat-
ing in sit-ins. Never hap-
pened. Mr. Magoo hung 
out with Nelson Mandela 
and was arrested in South 
Africa for being part of  
a peaceful protest (never 
occurred). The list of  
lies for Mr. Magoo is long 
and extensive but now 
whenever he lies we don't 
know if  it's the dementia 
or whether Mr. Magoo 
is a pathological liar. If  
Mr. Magoo was outfitted 
with a Pinnocchio nose 
his nose would reach our 
ionosphere but unfortu-
nately he does not and lots 
of  good people have been 
duped into voting for him 
including the liberal from 
Whitinsville. And for the 
record, the only reason 
most people read your 
article in letters to the 
editor is morbid curiosity; 
you are the car crash we 
must look at despite what 
we might see but don't get 
your hopes up it's only for 
a second.

Here's something about 
Joe aka Mr. Magoo that 
is not a lie, Joe Biden was 
against forced busing sim-
ply because he didn't think 
that having blacks in 
white schools was a good 
thing. In a 1977 Senate 
Judiciary hearing, Biden 
did talk about busing pol-
icies and how “unless we 
do something about this, 
my children are going 
to grow up in a jungle, 

the jungle being a racial 
jungle with tensions hav-
ing built so high that it is 
going to explode at some 
point.” So isn't it amaz-
ing that VEEP Kamala 
Harris had buried the 
hatchet with Joe Biden in 
regards to this very sub-
ject? Kamala brought it 
up during the democratic 
debate and tried to shame 
Biden or worse take him 
down and force him out of  
another presidential race 
but Mr. Magoo weaseled 
his way around the sub-
ject and became the demo-
cratic nominee for POTUS 
in 2020.

Folks, don't blame your-
self  for casting your vote 
for Biden in 2020 because I 
would like to reach across 
the aisle and put all of  
that behind us. This gov-
ernment used to work for 
the people and now not so 
much. We need a change. 
Under Mr. Magoo things 
are bad and they can only 
get worse if  he has anoth-
er four years in office. I 
often talk politics on social 
media, and where I always 
find common ground is 
when I or someone else 
brings up term limits. 
Hacks like Joe Biden, 
Chuck Schumer, and any 
number of  the career pol-
iticians who have been 
in Congress for over 20 
years and are over the 
age of  67 should be dis-
missed. This includes 

republicans like Grassley. 
My point is very simple, 
these career politicians 
have been in there so long 
that they hold grudges 
and are catering to spe-
cial interests groups. 
Remember politicians 
were meant to work for 
the people and when they 
hold grudges and won't 
work for the people, what 
good are they?

We knew Joe Biden 
wasn't going to be a 
good president and we 
didn't use our hearts 
like the liberals do, we 
simply watched what he 
did during his years as 
a senator (the lies, the 
plagiarism, and hypoc-
risy), what he did as a 
VEEP under Obama 
with the quid pro quo 
and that backdoor deals 
with China, Russia and 
Ukraine. Now as you can 
see, Biden's three years 
have been a disaster and 
believe it lots and lots of  
people are taking notice. 
Social media use to be 
overwhelmed with anti-
Trump posts but now 
the tide has turned and 
I am seeing lots of  posts 
bashing Biden and it's 
no secret that the major-
ity of  these come from 
Blacks and Hispanics 
who are tired of  being 
lied to and used to stir 
racial tension. God bless.

Mike Downing
Whitinsville

LETTER
continued from page A4

CRAFT CLASS
Tuesday, April 23rd at 

1 - 2 P.M.
Class is $5 per person
Price may vary due to 

project
Call or stop by the cen-

ter to RSVP 508-865-9154

UPCOMING IN APRIL...

POT YOUR OWN 
PLANT

Tuesday, April 2nd 11 
A.M. - 12 P.M.

Call or stop by the cen-
ter to RSVP 508-865-9154

SOCK HOP
Thursday, April 18th 1-3 

P.M.
Call or stop by the cen-

ter to RSVP 508-865-9154

MILLBURY BANK 
PASTA LUNCH & SCAM 
PRESENTATION

TUESDAY, APRIL 9TH 
AT 12 -1 P.M.

Call or stop by the cen-
ter to RSVP 508-865-9154

COFFEE & DESSERTS 
WITH LIBRARY

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 
24th

12:30 - 1:30 P.M.

Call or stop by the cen-
ter to RSVP 508-865-9154

THERAPY GARDENS
TECH ESSENTIALS
Tuesday, April 16th at 

1-2 P.M.
Call or stop by the cen-

ter to RSVP 508-865-9154

BETTER BREATHERS 
CLUB

Tuesday, April 30th at 
10 - 11 A.M.

Meet with a representa-
tive from Senator Moore’s 
office!

Wednesday, April 3rd
First Wednesday of  the 

month between 11 – 12 
P.M.

All are welcome to meet 
and discuss  issues of  
importance or looking for 
assistance

Any questions please 
call 508-865-9154

TRANSPORTATION
All appointments will 

be accepted by the WRTA
Millbury Seniors 60 and 

older / those with ADA 
services call 508-752-9283 
in order to register with 
the WRTA in advance if  

they need transportation
Transportation Hours 

are Monday through 
Thursday from 8 A.M. to 
3:30 P.M. & Fridays 8 A.M. 
to 11:30 A.M.

Rides have to be sched-
uled by 4:30 P.M. the day 
before by calling 508-752-
9283

For more information 
on regards to transporta-
tion call the center at

508-865-9154

SENIOR CENTER 
EXERCISE CLASSES!

ZUMBA CLASSES
Mondays at 1 P.M. (Class 

is $3)
LIGHT EXERCISE 

CLASSES
Mondays and Fridays 

9:30 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. 
(Free!)

TAI CHI
Tuesdays 9:30 - 10:30 

A.M. (class is $3)
LINE DANCING 

CLASSES
Wednesdays at 10:30 

A.M. ( Class is $3)
YOGA
Thursdays 9 – 10 A.M. ( 

Class is $3)

SENIOR CENTER 

ACTIVITIES!
MAHJONG
Mondays at 12:45 P.M.
CRIBBAGE
Monday through Friday 

8:30 A.M.
Tuesdays at 1:00 P.M.
BLOOD PRESSURE 

CLINIC
Every Tuesday from 9 

A.M. - 10 A.M.
SOCIAL BINGO
Wednesdays at 1 P.M.
Bring your pennies!
PITCH
Thursdays 1 – 3 P.M.
COLORING
Thursdays at 10 A.M.

Lunches are served 
Monday through 
Thursday 12 P.M. Friday 
11:30 A.M.

The menu is available 
on the town website, www.
townofmillbury.org

Or our Millbury Senior 
Center Facebook page.

A 48 hour reservation is 
required. Call the center 
at 508-865-9154

“MEMORY CAFÉ”
Please join us on 

Tuesday, April 23rd  2:00 - 
3:30 P.M.

Refreshments will be 

served
A Memory Café is a 

monthly gathering for 
people with memory 
loss/challenges and their 
care partners. It is a time 
to socialize, make new 
friends, and have a good 
time

Our Outreach worker, 
Julie Fitzgerald, is happy 
to answer any questions, 
call to RSVP 508-865-9154!

SNAP APPLICATIONS  
(Food Stamps)

Our appointments are 
on Tuesdays & Thursdays 
10 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

Call for an appointment 
& required documenta-
tion508-865-9154

“This project has been 
funded at least in part 
with Federal Funds from 
USDA.

This institution is an 
equal opportunity provid-
er

The SNAP Logo is a ser-
vice of  the U.S. Department 
of  Agriculture.

USDA does not endorse 
any goods, services or 
enterprises.”

building of  the Quabbin 
Reservoir and the vil-
lages and towns that 
were destroyed in the 
process. Copies of  Mr. 
Greene’s assorted books 
will be on sale for cash 
only and range between 
$10-$25. Sign up in the 
main office.

Northbridge Police 
Panel at Plummer Place, 
Thursday, April 11th 
at 10:00am. We will be 
holding a roundtable /
open discussion with 
a few patrolmen and /
or sergeants for our 
seniors and older adults 
to bring their questions 
and specific concerns. 
Bring your questions 
on scams, stranger-dan-
ger or personal safety 
issues and join us. Sign 
up in the main office. 
Coffee and donuts will 
be served.

Kentucky Derby Party, 
Thursday, April 25th 
from 2:00-3:00pm. Come 
join us as we celebrate 
“the run for the roses” 
at Plummer Place. Light 
refreshments will be 
served. Derby themed 
games and race! You 
won’t want to miss this 
fun afternoon, Derby 
hats encouraged! $10/
ticket/limit 2 tickets 
per person. Northbridge 
residents have priority.

Did you know… Being 
a part of  Plummer Place 
is free! There is no mem-
bership, you do not have 
to join.  Just come on 
in and enjoy our many 
activities, resources, 
and social engagements! 
Some classes do require 
a minimal fee, see one 
of  our staff  for more 
information.

We need volunteer 
out of  town medical 
drivers! This is a very 
important service we 
provide at Plummer 
Place for seniors who 
cannot drive to their 
medical appointments. 
If  you can spare some 
time, even if  it is one 
day a week, it would 
be much appreciated. 
Drivers are reimbursed 
for their mileage. Call 
Michelle or Amy if  you 
would like more infor-
mation or to volunteer.
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Call for a FREE Market Analysis
 and Consulation

805 Beacon Park 
SOLD

17 Granite StSOLD

INVENTORY DOWN!!

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 316 Dresser Hill Rd  $399,900

10 Kerin Dr $309,500 34 Ridge Road $369,900

DUDLEY - One Level Living

New Britain CT SOUTHBRIDGE- Oversized Cape

*Great Yard 
* 3 Bedrooms

*Newly Carpeted 
and Freshly 

Painted Interior
*New Septic 

System
*BUYERS- Ask 

About FHA 
Programs with 
DownPayment 

Assistance

* 4 Bedroom * Garage 
Call Diane

*Recently Carpeted
* Fireplace

* 3 Bedrooms * 1.5 Baths
*Lower Level Family 

Room
* View of Exceptional 

Sunsets and
 Great Location for 

Rte. 84 MA Pike 
and Rte. 20

BUYERS-
New FHA 

Programs Avaiable 
with DOWN 

Payment Assistance
CALL FOR 
DETAILS

OPEN HOUSE
SAT 10-12

NEW LSITING

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

Bryan Pelletier * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd. Your Lake 

Home
 Here! 

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement 
block garage is located on the property..  Land area 
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable 
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town 
Water & Sewer available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE.  

SORRY, SOLD!

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK 
AT THIS ONE! 
This property offers a whole 
lot more than meets the eye! 
2 Family that served the same 
family for over 65 Years. 2 
BRs & 1 Bath, 1st flr. 1 -2 
Brs & 1 Bath 2nd flr. Offers 
a shared front entry porch 
& a separate finished side 
entry porch for the 1st floor 
apt only. A rear open porch 
provides a private space & 
scenic views for the 2nd 
floor. It’s situated on an acre 
plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land 
on the corner of Eastern Ave. 
and Pine St. 480’ on Pine St. 
which has DEVELOPMENT 
POTENTIAL.

$399,000.

BEING BUILT!! SPRAWLING 2000 
SF ONE LEVEL RANCH HOME! Sit-
uated on a level 1/2 acre Lot! OPEN 
FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining 

room, upscaled kitchen with 7’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful Hard-
wood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed.  $615,000

Featured Listing
WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  

NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! This 
Half Duplex home features one 
level living at its best w/ 2 bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, & 1,274 

sq/ft of living space! Gleaming hardwood floors can be found 
throughout! Cabinet packed kitchen w/breakfast b ar and tile 
floor! Large master bedroom w/ tray ceiling, walk-in closet & full 
bath w/ low step in shower! Low monthly HOA fees!$ $369,900

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
SORRY, SOLD!

A Unique Opportunity to Own a 
Rural Farmhouse on 2.52 Acres! 
Home has 1,978 Sqft +/-, 4 BRs, 
2-1/2 Baths. Total 8 Rms. Farm is 
in full operation with Goats, Sheep, 
Pony, Donkey, Duck, Chickens, soo 
much More! $450,000

THOMPSON - 
47 FAYBYAN WOODSTOCK RD 

WEBSTER - 40 LINCOLN ST

3 Family !  9 Bedrooms ! 3 Car Garage !! 
House Has Good Bones!! “Ageless” Character 
throughout this house $399,900

 Condominium Don’t Miss this one!! Beautiful & 
Large! 2 bedroom - 2nd & 3rd floor! Corner Lot. 
Land area 19,000 Sq. Ft. +/- ONLY $249,900.

WEBSTER - 
38 RAY STREET UNIT#3  SORRY, SOLD!
NEW LISTING

WEBSTER - 26 

NORMANDY AVE.
First Time Of-
fered!1960 era One 
Level, Spacious 3 BR 

Ranch Home on a large, near level, 10,000 SF Lot! 14x28 Carport (or Large 
Covered Patio as needed :-). Municipal water & sewer.  Hardwood floors in 
the Living Room and all 3 BRs. New Electrical Service Panel. 
 $322,000

SORRY, SOLD !! 

Michelle 
Alicea-Splaine
Salesperson

Cell 774.318.0862
masplaine@gmail.com

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

100 feet of flat waterfront on dead end street.  6 room Cape with 3-4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.  
New siding, new energy efficient windows, completely new kitchen with granite counter-
tops, new stove, refrigerator and dishwasher.  New bathrooms with new plumbing.  Skip 
the Cape and enjoy four season of waterfront activities like swimming, boating, fishing, 
skating, etc.  Vacant and ready for spring occupancy. $525,000 

Call Conrad at Re/Max, Professional Associates 508-400-0438.

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

DUDLEY WATERFRONT

35 Lawrence Rd, Dudley, MA

REAL ESTATE



WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Eastern 
Connecticut State University induct-
ed 32 students into Kappa Delta Pi, 
the international honor society for 
education. In order for an applicant 
to be considered, they must have 

more than a 3.0 GPA and have com-
pleted a total of  six hours of  educa-
tion courses.

Among those inducted was Marisa 
McComiskey '24 of  Northbridge, who 
majors in Elementary Education 

and Liberal Studies.
Kappa Delta Pi works to inspire 

and train future and current teach-
ers, helping to build community and 
create opportunities by "providing 
quality, equitable education for all." 

The honor society was established 
in 1911 and was the first to welcome 
women and people of  color. It contin-
ues to support people of  all kinds by 
providing resources to those work-
ing in education.
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$54999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$44999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$21999

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$22999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

Bill’s Daily Deals!See our store on 

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

Pre-season

BIKE
SALE!

GRILL
SALE!

GIANT
TOY
   DEPT!

EASTER
GOING

ON NOW!SALE!

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

New Spring specials.
Let us do the cooking!

Celebrating 50 Years

seafood

Route 31 Charlton Depot

Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11am to 8pm

WE ACCEPT 

MOST MAJOR 

CREDIT CARDS

www.ronniesseafood.com

Proudly Serving  
the Community

 for over 50 Years

Soft Service Ice Cream
Premium Hard Ice Cream

Specializing in  
Fresh Fried Seafood 

Indoor/Outdoor Seating!

NOW OPEN!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE Delivery & Removal • FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

COME CELEBRATE WITH US! We are celebrating  
by offering you savings of 20%-60% Off storewide.

v Bedrooms
v Living Rooms
v Recliners

Anniversary Sale!

Biggest Sale of the Year!

Storewide SavingS!

As an added bonus, qualified buyers pay 0% Interest and  
NO DOWN PAYMENT for 1 FULL YEAR!

REGISTER TO WIN A $500 SHOPPING SPREE! (No purchase necessary)

v Occasional Pieces
v Entertainment Centers
v Sealy Mattresses

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Marisa McComiskey of Northbridge inducted
into KDP education honor society
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