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If you are not completely satisfied, 
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Please support the advertisers who support local news.

BVT receives 
CTI grant 
to expand 
workforce 
training

UPTON — The Blackstone 
Valley Vocational Regional School 
District has received an $880,000 
Career Technical Initiative (CTI) 
grant to train 84 adults for careers in 
high-demand skilled trades through 
the Blackstone Valley Technical 
Institute (BVTi).

The Round 11 grant, announced 
Aug. 10 by Massachusetts 
Secretary of Labor and Workforce 
Development Lauren Jones during 
an event at Greater New Bedford 
Regional Vocational Technical High 
School, is part of $15.5 million in 
CTI grants awarded to 24 organi-
zations across the Commonwealth.

The CTI program enables 
Massachusetts vocational technical 
high schools to use classrooms, 
labs, and equipment in the evenings 
and on weekends to provide work-
force training outside the traditional 
school day. Through partnerships 
with employers, workforce boards, 
community organizations and edu-
cational institutions, CTI helps 
prepare participants for in-demand 
occupations.

The Round 11 funding will sup-
port training in carpentry, auto-
motive collision, automotive tech-
nology, culinary arts, electrical, 
HVAC, plumbing and advanced 
manufacturing. The programs 
are designed to address regional 
workforce needs and provide adult 
learners with opportunities to gain 
industry-recognized skills and cre-
dentials.

Through BVTi, the District will 
continue to expand its adult educa-
tion programs. Fall courses include 
advanced manufacturing, electrical, 
HVAC, and welding. Spring cours-
es will include auto body, auto-
motive technology, construction, 
culinary arts, and plumbing.

“We’re proud to expand access 
to career technical education at 
BVT,” said BVT Superintendent-
Director Anthony E. Steele II. “This 
grant will allow BVTi to deliver 
high-quality career technical edu-
cation to adults seeking to upskill 
or retrain, strengthen the region-
al workforce by preparing skilled 
employees for in-demand careers, 
and generate revenue that supports 
our students and programs.”

This grant is funded by the 
Career Technical Initiative through 
State Appropriations and funds 
appropriated through the federal 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. 
This grant initiative is administered 
by Commonwealth Corporation on 
behalf of the Executive Office of 
Labor and Workforce Development 
and the Workforce Skills Cabinet.

For more information about 
adult education at BVT, visit 
the Blackstone Valley Technical 
Institute at  www.valleytech.k12.
ma.us/bvti or www.bvtadulted.org. 

 
A b o u t  t h e 

Commonwealth Corporation 
The Commonwealth Corporation, 
a quasi-public agency of the 
Executive Office of Labor and 
Workforce Development, adminis-
ters the Career Technical Initiative 
(CTI) grant program. In partner-
ship with the Executive Office 
of Education, CTI transforms 
career and technical education 

UXBRIDGE — Since the 
first vehicle rolled out in 3300 
BC, man has had a romance 
with the wheel. Feel the love 
at the Eighth Annual Uxbridge 
Lions Car Show on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the Valley Chapel, 14 Hunter 
Rd. in Uxbridge.  The event 
benefits the Uxbridge Lions’ 
local community projects.  All 
cars, motorcycles and trucks 
are welcome.  Last year more 
than 150 enthusiastic owners 
and awed spectators enjoyed 
the fall weather, entertaining 
music, picnic fare, local ven-
dors and the Sweet Wise Ice 
Cream Truck. Registration for 
every category is only $20.

     The judges will choose 
the top 40 participants with 
the Best in Show singled out.  
Those in attendance may vote 
for the People’s Choice Award.  
In 2025, Charlie Langevin of 
Seekonk, Massachusetts, won 
Best in Show with his 1956 
Chevrolet Belair Nomad with 
Marco from Ware voted the 
People’s Choice Award for 
his 2015 White Storm Trooper 

Lexus RC 350.  
     “Judging is no easy task,” 

says Lions President Mike 
Sulham, “since the quantity, care 
and beauty of the vehicles is 
quite amazing. And we couldn’t 
be happier with the  positive 
response from those who have 
come each year.”

      Local businesses and 
organizations can support the 
Lions Club charities and local 
projects by choosing to be a 
Diamond, Platinum, Gold or 
Silver Sponsor.  The Diamond 
Sponsor, with three available, 
provides the name of the busi-
ness or logo on the Dashboard 
Sheet, display area for prod-
uct and on-site advertising.  
Platinum, with five available 
for $250, provides company 
name or logo on one row of 
registered cars and a small dis-
play area plus on-site adver-
tising.  Gold, offered at $125, 
gives a small display area for 
products and on-site advertising 
and finally, Silver Sponsorship, 
at $75, provides advertising 
announcements at the event. 

Community 
Preservation 

Committee seeks 
pre-applications
NORTHBRIDGE —  The Northbridge Community 

Preservation Committee (CPC) is accepting Project Pre-
Applications for its next round of CPA funded projects. 
The Community Preservation Committee is a volun-
teer-appointed committee that oversees Northbridge’s 
Community Preservation Act (CPA funds) and recom-
mends projects for Town Meeting approval. For this 
round, eligible projects may be considered during the 
2027 Spring Annual Town Meeting. CPA funds are col-
lected from a local property tax surcharge to support Open 
Space Recreation, Community Housing, and Historic 
Resources. 

Each year, the Committee calls for Project Pre-
Applications (proposals) in August and September, with 
full applications due in October. The CPC is now solicit-
ing projects for FY2028. Municipal departments, commu-
nity organizations, and individuals may apply annually for 
CPA funds. First-time applicants are encouraged to attend 
a Community Preservation Committee meeting. The CPC 
may accept applications on an ongoing basis; however, 
CPC recommendation and Town Meeting approval are 
required prior to appropriating CPA funds.

Since local adoption in November 2017, Northbridge 
has dedicated over $2.3 million in CPA funds; includ-
ing Castle Hill Farm acquisition, Linwood Basketball 
Courts, and Building Assessment of the historic Col. 
James Fletcher House (circa 1770). At the 2026 Spring 
Annual Town Meeting, voters approved CPA funding for 
Cross Street Playground Improvements and the redevel-
opment of Quaker Street property awarded to Habitat for 
Humanity. 

Those interested in submitting a project applica-
tion or learning more about Northbridge’s Community 
Preservation Act are encouraged to contact R. Gary 
Bechtholdt II, Planning Director/CPA Administrator 
(Community Planning & Development) at 508-234-2447 
or  cpc@northbridgemass.org  For information on CPA 
goals, meeting schedule, eligible projects, and application 
process go to the Northbridge Community Preservation 
Committee Web site at https://www.northbridgemass.org/
community-preservation-committee.

SUTTON —  In 1826, the sleepy 
southwest section of Sutton, with 
its access to Manchaug Pond and 
the Mumford River gave birth to 
the Manchaug Mills and Manchaug 
Village.   By 1872, the operation was 
under the ownership of the B. B. & R. 
Knight Company out of Rhode Island 
producing muslin cloth with the Fruit 
of the Loom trademark.   By 1900, 
the village population approximat-
ed 1,600 persons of mostly French-
Canadian ancestry.   Fire, flood, and 
bankruptcy have changed this robust 
village, listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

The original 200-year-old mill 
building proudly stands along Main 
Street as the focal point complement-
ed by the 1870s Manchaug Store 
building, Post Office and Supervisor 
Mansion.   The Village is home to a 
variety of small businesses, includ-
ing J. D. Bousquet & Sons, Inc., 
District V House, Vaillancourt Folk 
Art, Blackstone Valley Auctions and 
Estates, LLC, Rev Fitness, Ruby 
Environmental, Inc, B. Thom Studies 
and much more (manchaugmills.com/
mill-businesses). 

The Sutton Historical Society 
invites members and the general pub-

lic of all ages to a free celebration and 
history sharing event on Saturday, 
Sept. 26, at 3 p.m. at the former Baptist 
Church, 439 Putnam Hill Road.  Light 
refreshments will be served.   Did you 
grow up, visit friends, work, camp, 
witness the chicken mill fire, swim at 
Stevens Pond Dam, attend Manchaug 
School, march or sing at a Memorial 
Day event, attend events at St. Anne’s 
Church, meet Rex Trailer, or just 
have inherited memorabilia from the 
Village?   The Society wishes to pre-
serve these stories, photos and mem-
orabilia for future generations.  Bring 
your memories through 2026, and join 
us for a Manchaug reunion.  If you are 
interested in sharing but are unable to 
attend, please reach out to us at  sut-
ton1704@gmail.com.  

  Parking is limited at the event.  
Additional parking is located at 6 
Whitins Road, Manchaug Mills a 
quick walk up Putnam Hill Road to 
the event.

  The Sutton Historical Society is 
a 501(c)3 organization dedicated to 
the preservation of Sutton History.  
Membership is open year-round.  For 
more information and our complete 
calendar of events, visit  Sutton1704.
org.

Uxbridge Lions plan 
Eighth Annual Car Show

Courtesy

Everyone loves to visit the trophy table at the Uxbridge Lions Car Show.

Celebrate Manchaug’s 
200th with Sutton
 Historical Society

Turn To GRANT page  A10

Turn To CAR SHOW page  A10



Chair Yoga exercise 
classes available

UXBRIDGE — The Uxbridge Senior Center is proud to present a live eight-week session of Chair Yoga 
Exercise classes for Seniors. 

This class is a safe, gentle form of exercise that builds strength, improves balance, and
enhances flexibility using a stable chair for support. The benefits of chair yoga include better balance, pain 

relief, and flexibility.
The program will begin Monday, Sept. 28 from 10:30 -11:30 a.m. at the Uxbridge Senior
Center Satellite Site which is located at the McCloskey School at 62 Capron St. The class will run for one 

hour, one day a week, on Mondays, for an 8-week time frame. The schedule will vary and is not consecutive 
Mondays, due to the availability of the gym. This program is free for Uxbridge residents.

There is a requested donation of $25.00 for out-of-town residents. Checks can be made payable to the 
Uxbridge Senior Center. This is an eight-week specialized program designed for seniors. The instructor, Sue 
Gustafson, is a certified yoga instructor.

These workouts are safe and can be done at any fitness level. 
The class would be open to all in the community, including those 
outside the Town of Uxbridge. Interested individuals should call 
or stop by the Uxbridge Senior Center at 508-278-8622 for more 
information and receive their enrollment form, the schedule, and 
waiver forms prior to the start of the program. 

The Center is located at 36 South Main St. in Uxbridge, and is 
open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Shining Rock Golf 
Club crowns 2026 
Club Champions

NORTHBRIDGE — Shining Rock Golf Club hosted its 2026 
Club Championship on August 15 and 16, bringing together the 
club’s top golfers for two days of competitive play across five 
divisions. Results are as follows:

Men’s Championship  1st Place: Owen Murray (149) 2nd 
Place: Mitchell Tapley (160) 3rd Place: Tom Burr (164) 4th 
Place: Paul Randall (166)

Men’s Net 1st Place: Chris Maynard (156) 2nd Place: Jason 
Rych (158) 3rd Place: Bob Gendron (160)

Men’s Senior 1st Place: Phil Wright (67 points)* 2nd Place: 
Brian Lyman (67 points)* 3rd Place: Dennis Richey (66 points) 
*Settled by tie-break

Women’s Championship Winner: Kate Ricker (163)
Women’s Net Winner: Kendra Likely (173)
Congratulations to all of this year’s winners, and to every golfer 

who competed over the two-day event. The Club Championship 
remains one of the most anticipated events on Shining Rock’s 
calendar each year, showcasing the depth and talent of the club’s 
membership.

“Our Club Championship 
is always a highlight of the 
season, and this year’s field 
was as competitive as ever,” 
said  Dillon Malcolmson, 
PGA Member and General 
Manager of Shining Rock 
Golf Club. “Congratulations 
to all of our winners and 
to everyone who came out 
to compete. It’s exactly this 
kind of member participation 
and spirit that makes Shining 
Rock such a special place to 
play.”

For more information 
about Shining Rock Golf 
Club, including member-
ship, tee times, and upcom-
ing events, visit  www.shin-
ingrockgolf.com.
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www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Quality Work... Always

Master CraftsMan
Certainteed
Vinyl siding

Mark Vaz 774-244-6781

or

HAMMERHEAD CARPENTRY

Carpentry

To advertise in this directory the 2nd and 4th weeks 
of the month, please call Mikaela at 774-200-7308

or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
It’s the best deal in the house!

Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket

1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA 
508.234.8256 • 800.357.2265

MilfordFederal.com

Milford Federal Bank is proud to  
sponsor the Pawfect Life Rescue 

PAW of the WEEK! 

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip to MFB 
for a treat from our drive-up tellers, or stop in any 

branch and bring home a treat from our  
complimentary doggy biscuit bar.

PAW of the WEEK 
MASERATI

4 YRS./40 LB./FEMALE/BLUE HEELER MIX√ 
GOOD WITH KIDS, CATS & DOGS! 

Hi, I’m Maserati — but my friends call me Momma Masi. Life didn’t start out easy for me. I was found in a 
shelter-less community after my owner passed away, scared of people and covered in fleas and ticks. Despite 
everything I’ve been through, I never let my difficult past harden my heart.
I’m more comfortable with women and tend to warm up to them more quickly. I may need a little time to settle 
in and learn that I’m safe, but once I trust you, I become the sweetest Velcro dog. With patience, kindness, and 
the freedom to move at my own pace, my loving personality begins to shine.
My favorite place in the world is right beside my person—and if I had my way, we’d probably be touching at all 
times. Whether you’re relaxing on the couch, working around the house, or heading out for a walk, I’m happiest 
when I’m close enough to feel your presence. On walks, I gently lean against your leg as we go, almost as 
though I’m checking to make sure you’re still there. It’s one of my sweetest little quirks and a glimpse of just 
how deeply I bond with the people I love.
I get along wonderfully with other dogs and I’m also cat-friendly. I’m affectionate, gentle, and incredibly grateful 
for every bit of love I receive. After spending years raising puppies and surviving largely on my own, I’m finally 
ready for something I’ve never truly had—a patient, loving family who will give me the time I need and cherish 
me for the rest of my life.
If you’re looking for a loyal companion who will adore you with her whole heart, I just might be your girl. 
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Real Estate

BLACKSTONE 
None.

DOUGLAS
$699,900, 12 Whitin Hts, Robbins, 

Khristian, to Swenson, Elizabeth G, 
and Rabinovitz, Joshua R.

$285,000, Southwest Main St, 
Morningview LLC, to Kara F Murphy 
2023 Ret, and Murphy, Ryan.

NORTHBRIDGE
$622,500,170 Stone Hill Dr #3, Kim 

M Grant Ret, and Grant, Kim M, to 
Lemaire, Barbara L.

$439,900, 50 Roy St, Vera, Hector, 
and Vera, Adriana, to Piccioli, Joseph, 
and Piccioli, Alexandra.

$405,000, 62 Heritage Dr #62, 
Beverly Mcmullin Lt, and Grenon, 
Cassandra, to Rego-Faford, Sandy.

$350,000, 199 Pollard Rd, Johnson, 
Johnny, and Johnson, Emmah A, to 
Morin, Daniel J.

$346,000, 28 Fletcher St #28, 
Winslow, Jonathan, and Winslow, 
Theresa, to Malmquist, Christina A.

$178,000, Main St, Mcneill Sr, 
William S, to L C Smith & A H J K 
Tings, and Smith, Laurence C.

UXBRIDGE
$811,200, 127 Turner Farm Rd, 

Tf Rt, and Frateschi, Edward A, to 
Gomes, Joshua, and Gomes, Melissa 
Anne.

$799,900, 15 Hunter Rd, Sm Hunter 
Trust-2026, and Mockus, Michael A 
Q, to Donohoe, Tifani, and Donohoe, 
Andrew.

$695,000, 6 Chamberlain Rd, 
Lefebvre, Joseph C, and Lefebvre, 
Bonnie B, to Roias, Matthew, and 
Roias, Denise A.

$525,000, 5 Peters St #D, Dexter, 
Mark A, and Dexter, Amy L, to 
Crossman, Michael, and Crossman, 
Joann.

$489,000, 417 River Rd, Paille, 
Liseann, to Mullaly, Alex G, and 
Mullaly, Mollie E.

$474,900, 113 Hazel St, White Irt, 
and Niziak, Donna White, to Kon, 
Liliana.

$381,000, 2 Strathmore Shire Dr 
#A, Kraby Ft, and Maher, Lori Anne, 
to Dichiara, Keenan.

$340,000, 14 Seagrave St #14, 
Newman, Daniel J, and Gallant, 
Rebecca, to Jeudy, Ylaine, and Jeudy, 
Sancto.

$285,000, 21 Cedar Rd, Peso, Paul 
A, to Jackson, Chelsey, and Jackson, 
Joshua Brian.

David Phelps to 
perform at Valley 

Chapel
UXBRIDGE — David Phelps 

will be in concert at Valley 
Chapel on Thursday, Sept. 17. 

Phelps is an American 
Christian music vocalist, song-
writer, vocal arranger, and pro-
ducer who is best known for 
singing tenor in the Gaither 
Vocal Band and for his solo 
career. He has also released sev-
eral solo albums, including four 
Christmas collections. 

Tickets are available online or 
at Valley Chapel.



Enjoy a free meal 
and explore life’s 

big questions
 

UXBRIDGE —  Valley 
Chapel invites you to Alpha, a 
friendly and welcoming series 
where you can enjoy a free 
meal each week while explor-
ing questions of life, faith, and 
meaning.

 
Alpha runs every Wednesday 

evening from Sept. 23 to Nov. 
11, 6–8 p.m., at Valley Chapel, 
14 Hunter Rd., Uxbridge. Each 
gathering includes dinner, a 
short video, and open discus-
sion in a relaxed atmosphere—
no pressure and no charge.

 
Learn more and please reg-

ister at  www.valleychapel.us/
alpha.

Upton VFW 
continues 
summer 

flea markets 
through 
Oct. 10

UPTON — The Upton Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) Post will conclude its summer flea market 
series with events on  Saturday, Sept. 12 and 26, as 
well as Oct. 10. Please note that the event on Sept. 26 
will be held in conjunction with a town-wide event, 
Upton Heritage Day. Table spaces can be rented for 
$10  each. For an additional $5, a table can be pro-
vided by the Post.  

        If additional information is needed, contact 
Post member David Kennedy  at 508-529-3314 or 
through the Upton VFW Facebook page.

      Coffee and donuts will be available throughout 
the morning, then hot dogs, chips, and cold 
drinks for lunch.

      Parking is free, and there are no rain 
dates.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

j j j j j j

Darion and Julian are kind, respect-
ful brothers who are looking for a lov-
ing and supportive family. Darion, the 
older of the two, is an easygoing young 
man who does well with routines and 
feels most comfortable in environments 
where expectations are clear and con-
sistent. He has a cheerful personality 
and is thoughtful in the way he interacts 
with others. Darion enjoys building posi-
tive relationships and is known for being 
a caring and considerate brother. Both 
Darion and Julian enjoy spending time 
with their peers and have a strong pas-
sion for sports, especially football and 

basketball. They thrive in environments where they can stay active, work as 
part of a team, and build connections with others. Participating in sports and 
other extracurricular activities gives them opportunities to strengthen their 
teamwork skills, confidence, and sense of accomplishment. With encour-
agement, guidance, and consistent support, Darion and Julian continue to 
grow their interests, develop their strengths, and build confidence in who 
they are. They would benefit from a family who will celebrate their individu-
ality, support their goals, and provide a nurturing environment where they 
can continue to thrive. 

https://www.mareinc.org/recruitment-group/51030325292 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.  

Julian, Darion 
Age 14, 12 

Registration #9438 9439 

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Tickets can be 
purchased on-line 

or by calling
(508)867-2345

HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS  
Thursdays-  Sirloin Steak French Dip $20 • Fridays-  Whale’s Tale Fish & Chips $20

Lobster Feast • sunday, september 13• 12:30
Upon Arrival: Herbed Cheese & Crackers  • Cauldron Clam Fritters

In the Barn: Starter  • Fresh Damariscotta Steamers  
• Homemade Old Bay Cheddar Biscuits

What You’re Really Here For…Pound and a Half Hard Shell Lobster , 
Howe’s Farm Corn on the Cob •Grand Finale- Yummy Seasonal Dessert

SEND 
SUMMER 
OUT WITH 
A BANG! 

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Local 
resident 

named to 
Dean’s List 

at Dickinson 
College

CARLISLE, Pa. —  Jocelyn Renae Mrotek, a 
rising sophomore international studies major at 
Dickinson College, has been named to the dean’s list 
for the spring 2026 semester. 

A graduate of Tantasqua Regional High School, 
Mrotek is the daughter of Douglas and Sharon 
Mrotek of Fiskdale. All students earning a position 
on the dean’s list-a recognition of academic excel-
lence-must have a grade-point average of 3.7 or 
above on a 4.0 GPA scale for the semester. 

Dickinson is a nationally recognized institution 
chartered in 1783 in Carlisle, Pa. With an enroll-
ment of 2,100 students, Dickinson emphasizes small 
classes with extensive opportunities for research, 
fieldwork and internships in each of our 46 majors. 
Our distinctive educational approach translates into 
a competitive edge, leading graduates into a job or 
graduate school within one year. Dickinson has one 
of the top off-campus study programs in the nation 
and was one of the first colleges in the country to 
achieve carbon neutrality. www.dickinson.edu

Local residents 
named to 
Simmons 
University 
Dean’s List

 
 
BOSTON — Katherine DiPillo of Millbury and Eva 
Llopiz of Douglas were named to the 2026 spring 
semester dean’s list at Simmons University in Boston. 
 
To qualify for dean’s list status, undergraduate 
students must obtain a grade point average of 
3.5 or higher, based on 12 or more credit hours 
of work in classes using the letter grade system. 
 
About Simmons University 
Located in the heart of Boston, Simmons is a respect-
ed private university offering nearly 50 majors and 
programs for undergraduate women and graduate 
programs open to all on campus, in blended formats 
or entirely online, in nursing and health sciences, 
business, communications, social work, public health, 
library and information science, and more. Founded 
in 1899, Simmons inspires a culture of education, 
connection, and action through high-impact learning 
with engaged faculty, an immersive community that 
forges lifelong networks, and career-centered pro-
grams that accelerate professional success. The result 
is a Simmons experience that prepares graduates to 
thrive as they launch and advance in their careers. 
For more information, please visit   www.simmons.
edu.
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Editorial

Opening the 
doors to a 

second chance at 
a skilled 
career

For generations, vocational education has been associ-
ated primarily with teenagers preparing to enter the work-
force after high school. The continued expansion of the 
Blackstone Valley Technical Institute offers a reminder 
that career education does not have to end at graduation.

An $880,000 Career Technical Initiative grant award-
ed to the Blackstone Valley Vocational Regional School 
District will allow the district to train 84 adults in several 
high-demand trades. That is good news not only for those 
84 students, but for employers and communities through-
out the Blackstone Valley.

The grant will support training in carpentry, automotive 
collision, automotive technology, culinary arts, electrical, 
HVAC, plumbing and advanced manufacturing. Fall pro-
grams through BVTi include advanced manufacturing, 
electrical, HVAC and welding, with additional programs 
planned for the spring.

There is something remarkably practical about the 
concept behind the state’s Career Technical Initiative. 
Massachusetts has vocational schools filled with expen-
sive equipment, specialized laboratories and instructors 
with valuable expertise. Much of that infrastructure was 
traditionally used during regular school hours.

CTI asks a sensible question: Why should those 
resources sit idle during evenings and weekends when 
adults throughout the region are looking for opportunities 
to build new careers?

Opening vocational facilities beyond the traditional 
school day essentially gives taxpayers greater use of an 
investment they have already made.

It also recognizes that careers rarely follow perfectly 
straight lines.

A person who chose one occupation at 18 may discover 
at 35 that the industry has changed. Someone who spent 
years raising children may be looking to re-enter the 
workforce. Another worker may have lost a job, reached 
the ceiling in an existing position or simply realized that a 
different career could provide greater stability.

For those people, returning to a traditional college 
setting for several years may not be practical. Career and 
technical education can provide another route, particular-
ly when programs are tied closely to occupations where 
employers need trained workers.

That need is evident throughout the trades. Communities 
depend upon electricians, plumbers, HVAC technicians, 
automotive technicians, carpenters, welders and man-
ufacturing workers. These are not abstract workforce 
categories. They are the people who keep homes heated, 
businesses operating, vehicles running and construction 
projects moving.

There is another benefit worth recognizing.
Blackstone Valley Tech already serves students from 

Douglas, Grafton, Millbury, Northbridge, Sutton and 
Uxbridge, along with several other surrounding commu-
nities. Expanding adult education strengthens the school’s 
role as a regional workforce institution rather than a 
building serving only students between roughly ages 14 
and 18.

Superintendent-Director Anthony E. Steele II also 
noted that the adult programs can generate revenue sup-
porting the school’s students and programs. If the district 
can simultaneously prepare adults for better employment, 
provide employers with skilled workers and make greater 
use of facilities already supported by participating com-
munities, that is a model worth developing.

Vocational education has changed considerably from 
the old perception that it was an alternative for students 
who were not headed to college. Today’s technical schools 
increasingly combine rigorous academics, sophisticated 
equipment, industry credentials and direct pathways into 
both employment and higher education.

BVTi extends that philosophy to people who may have 
left the classroom years or even decades ago.

Eighty-four adults may seem like a modest number 
across an entire region. For each person who emerges 
with a marketable skill, however, the impact can be sub-
stantial. A new credential can mean a new occupation, 
better wages and greater economic security for a house-
hold.

Education should not have an expiration date.
Sometimes the most valuable classroom is the one 

whose doors remain open after the regular school day 
ends.

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond

OPINION
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

An “A-ha!” moment
 To the Editor:

I always wondered how the Uxbridge Urchin man-
aged to churn out so much antisocial bile with such 
alacrity that she pretty much owned the top position on 
the BVT Letters to the Editor page.  By chance, as I was 
Googling her claims about Ayana Pressley, up popped 
the print incarnation of Fox News – the Boston Herald!  
I didn’t realize that the Herald, still existed – although, 
in this case, ‘existed’ takes on a somewhat restricted 
connotation.   But, there was Bev’s latest screed about 
Pressley ‘corruption,’ almost word for word.  The only 
thing she left out was the phrase “there is no evidence,” 
which the Herald appended to every theorized infrac-
tion.   All this time, I suspected Howie Carr’s radio 
program as the Urchin’s malevolent wellspring.  Turns 
out Carr’s (he also writes for the Herald) is just one of 
them.  Easier, and quicker, to cut and paste on-line.   I 
just hope that Pressley, her husband and any other 
Democrat found guilty of criminal activity, be removed 
from office and punished accordingly.   At least we 
know they won’t be pardoned like every Republican 
scam artist, fraudster, drug dealer that pays Trump off.  

While sifting through the Herald’s headlines, I had 
another revelation - it read more like Stephen Miller’s 
fever dream of dystopian society – Democrats do all 
the bad stuff!     Not a single mention of the ongoing 
Republican stewardship of our country - no mention of 
war; Epstein; gas prices; rampant corruption; eroding 
civil rights; SS troops in the streets; flock cameras; 
citizen protest becoming criminalized; Trump’s name 
on buildings/airports/money/passports/police blotters; 
the derision and total lack of respect with which we are 
viewed around the world; etc.  I noticed this same infor-
mational void when watching Fox – it’s see no evil, 
hear no evil, speak no evil…unless it’s engendered by 
Democrats.  So, there is a reason that the MAGA crowd 
is clueless.  They aren’t just dumb, they are also unin-
formed.   Isn’t that double jeopardy?  They know that 
Fox lies – it’s already paid $785 million for lying about 
the 2020 election being stolen, and has another $2.7 
billion case pending against them.    (To say nothing of 
the roughly 400,000 unnecessary COVID deaths due to 
lies about the necessity of wearing a mask and social 
distancing that they promoted.)   Yet MAGA continue 
to watch and diddle while America burns.

Trump is a lame-duck President, so anything I write 
about he and his administration – including the follow-
ing — is not intended to disabuse anyone of supporting 
him.   You can’t vote for him again, thank god.   But 
none of what he is doing would be possible without the 
consent – in this case abdication - of the Republican-
controlled Congress.  No Republican should be voted 
into public office – at any level of government – until 
the party is reconstituted and cleansed of the spineless 
cowards that now infest its ranks.   But more on that in 
a coming letter. Here are just a couple more examples 
of how Trump and the GOP are destroying our country:

- Ever since Donald Trump returned to the White 
House, his administration has taken a sledgehammer to 
anti-corruption efforts, destroying policy after policy 
dedicated to preventing bribery and money launder-
ing in the country. But this week brought the biggest 

blow yet: the Treasury has obliterated a rule intended 
to deter the use of devious shell companies, handily 
reopening the American economy to anyone looking to 
hide their illicit wealth. On Tuesday, the Department of 
the Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(FinCEN) announced that businesses formed in the 
United States would no longer need to disclose their 
actual owners, and that nearly all the data already 
gathered on such companies would be destroyed. This 
move, which Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent called 
“a victory for common sense and American small busi-
nesses,” effectively undoes years of progress in curbing 
devious financial networks, both domestic and foreign. 
It also delivers a new shelter for wealthy Americans 
who wish to dodge taxes and move money around 
undetected. Corporate entities that allow owners to stay 
anonymous are handy vehicles for corruption—they 
enable dodgy characters from around the world to stash 
their proceeds in an otherwise legal American business. 
After a brief experiment cracking down on these black 
boxes, the U.S. has decided to let them multiply instead.

- Trump just fired every remaining member of the 
federal commission that helps run America’s elections, 
just months before the mid-terms.  This commission is 
the agency that certifies voting machines and supports 
election officials.  Trump spent years claiming election 
fraud, and now he has dismantled the safeguards that 
keep elections fair.  If he is so worried about electoral 
fraud – fraud that never existed before he lost the 2020 
election - why would he do this?? What is he planning 
for the mid-terms?

-  the Trump administration has now targeted, halted, 
and negotiated multi-billion-dollar buyouts to cancel 
major offshore wind farm leases on both the East Coast 
and the West Coast.  The latest being the $1.22 billion 
wired a German energy company to not build wind 
farms.

That is the fifth time this year it has paid a company 
to walk away from clean power, and the total is closing 
in on $4 billion of public money…your tax dollars. 

RWE was set to put wind turbines off the coast of 
Humboldt, Calif. Enough to power roughly 600,000 
homes.   Instead, Doug Burgum’s Interior Department 
cut them a check to abandon the leases and pour the 
money into gas. This is not a subsidy for wind. It is a 
payout to kill it.

RWE is taking the cash and dropping $900 million 
into a Louisiana gas terminal and a fleet of new gas 
plants. So the “energy security” on offer is you breath-
ing more of what comes out of a smokestack, on pur-
pose, because your government paid a premium for it.

Burgum’s justification is the best part. He said 
Americans deserve energy that doesn’t lean on “costly 
subsidies.” He said this while handing $1.22 billion to 
a foreign corporation.

 
They think we are all stupid.

Rick Bevilacqua
Whitinsville

Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of verification in order to be considered for publication. Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be published. Letters submitted without all of the required informa-
tion will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission satisfies our requirements 
and decency standards, and any submission may be rejected at any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 8/17/26 was $4.49 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

OXFORD —  bank-
Hometown is pleased to 
announce the addition of 
four experienced bank-
ing professionals across 
its retail network. These 
appointments reflect the 
bank’s continued invest-
ment in customer service, 
employee development, 
and community-focused 
banking throughout 
Central Massachusetts and 
northeastern Connecticut.

 
Jerusa DeBrito appoint-

ed AVP, Branch Officer in 
Leominster

Jerusa DeBrito has 
joined bankHometown as 
assistant vice president, 
branch officer of the bank’s 
9 Sack Blvd., Leominster 
office.

With nearly 30 years of 
retail banking experience, 
DeBrito most recently 
served as AVP, bilingual 
branch manager at M&T 
Bank. She is known for 
her relationship-focused 
approach and commitment 
to serving customers and 
the community.

DeBrito serves as a 
board member of Fresh 
Start Furniture Bank and 
She’s Local and is a mem-
ber of the American Heart 
Association’s Go Red 
Awareness Committee. 
She earned a Certificate 
in the Fundamentals of 
Banking from the New 

England College of 
Finance and has participat-
ed in the Certified Financial 
Educators’ Financial 
Wellness Program.

 
Alison Tozzi named 

AVP, Branch Officer in 
Putnam

Alison Tozzi has joined 
bankHometown as assis-
tant vice president, branch 
officer of its 182 Main 
St., Putnam, Connecticut 
office.

Tozzi brings nearly 30 
years of banking experi-
ence to the organization. 
Most recently, she served 
as branch manager at 
KeyBank and previously 
worked as a senior per-
sonal banker at Bank of 
America. Her extensive 
background in branch 
leadership and customer 
service will support the 
continued success of the 
Putnam team.

 
Dhimitri Piluri joins 

Worcester Office as Branch 
Officer

Dhimitri Piluri recent-
ly joined bankHometown 
as branch officer of the 
bank’s 1001 Millbury St., 
Worcester office, bring-
ing more than 10 years of 
banking experience to the 
role.

Most recently, Piluri 
served as branch man-
ager at Savers Bank and 
previously held positions 
as a relationship banker 
at Main Street Bank and 
Santander Bank. He has 
developed expertise in cus-
tomer service, relationship 
management, and retail 
banking operations.

Piluri holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in marketing from 
La Sapienza University in 
Italy and a master’s degree 
in information technol-
ogy from Southern New 
Hampshire University. A 
strong advocate for finan-
cial education, Piluri has 
volunteered with Junior 
Achievement, assisting 
with lessons on budgeting, 
saving, credit, and loans. 
He has also participated 
in financial workshops for 
immigrants and low-in-
come families and served 
through the IRS Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program.

 
Maria Baker joins 

Sturbridge office as 
Assistant Branch Manager

Maria Baker recently 
joined bankHometown 
as assistant branch man-
ager of its 331 Main St., 
Sturbridge office.

Baker has 25 years of 
banking experience and 
most recently served 
as market manager at 
Cornerstone Bank. Her 
extensive knowledge of 
retail banking and custom-
er relationship manage-
ment will be an asset to 
the Sturbridge team and its 
customers.

“At bankHometown, 
our success is driven by 
the talented individuals 
who serve our customers 
and communities every 
day,” said Robert Morton, 
president & CEO of 
bankHometown. “We are 
excited to welcome these 
accomplished banking 
professionals to our team. 
Their experience, leader-

ship, and commitment to 
relationship banking will 
strengthen our ability to 
deliver exceptional ser-
vice, build meaningful 
customer connections, and 
support the communities 
we proudly serve.”

           
About bankHometown
Founded in 1889, 

bankHometown is head-
quartered in Oxford, 
Massachusetts. We have 
$1.6 billion in assets and 
offer a complete line of con-
sumer and business deposit 
and lending products and 
services through 15 loca-
tions throughout Central 
Massachusetts and north-
east Connecticut.  We’re 
proud to fulfill our com-
munity banking mission—
providing individualized 
financial support, compre-
hensive products and ser-
vices, and banking tools—
to ensure our customers 
can unlock their potential 
and build a successful 
future.

 
Through our charita-

ble giving program, The 
Giving Tree, we support 
non-profit organizations 
and causes throughout 
Worcester and Windham 
Counties. In 2025 alone, 
The Giving Tree donat-
ed more than $550,000 
and over the last decade 
donated more than $3.3 
million.  bankHometown 
was named a Corporate 
Citizenship Award win-
ner by Boston Business 
Journal  for the past six 
years, reaffirming our sta-
tus as one of Massachusetts’ 
most charitable compa-
nies. Additionally, we 
were named a 2025 Top 
Place to Work award win-
ner by The Boston Globe, 
and both bankHometown 
and our parent compa-
ny, Hometown Financial 
Group, were recognized as 
five-time USA Today Top 
Workplaces award recip-
ients. For more informa-
tion, visit bankHometown.
com.

 

Jerusa DeBrito Alison Tozzi Dhimitri Piluri Maria Baker

bankHometown strengthens Retail Banking 
team with key leadership appointments

Colleen Carney

W O R C E S T E R 
—  Webster First Federal 
Credit Union has 
announced the promotion 
of Colleen Carney to Chief 
Risk Officer. The appoint-
ment reflects the growing 
importance of risk man-
agement within the cred-
it union and recognizes 
Carney’s leadership in 
supporting Webster First’s 
continued success.

“Colleen brings a strong 
and well-rounded back-
ground in banking, oper-
ations, finance, revenue 
management, and risk man-
agement,” said President 
and CEO John Thomasian, 
“As Webster First contin-
ues to demonstrate strong 
performance and sustained 
growth, the importance of 
a comprehensive and pro-
active risk management 
function has never been 
greater. I am confident that 
Colleen will excel in this 
important leadership role.”

Before joining Webster 

First, she spent 10 years 
at Flagship Bank in 
Worcester. She earned 
a B.S. in Business 
Administration, magna 
cum laude, from Worcester 
State University.

Carney joined Webster 
First in October 2007 
as Spencer Branch 
Manager. During her ten-
ure, she earned an M.S. 
in Management from 
Worcester State University 
and later transitioned to the 
Accounting Department as 
Assistant Vice President of 
Risk Management in July 
2018. She was promoted to 
Vice President of Revenue 
in October 2020, and in 
January 2024 assumed 
responsibility for risk man-
agement as Vice President 
of Risk and Revenue. In 
this role, she expanded 
and strengthened the cred-
it union’s risk manage-
ment function, enhanced 
the work of the Risk 
Committee, and helped 
ensure that risks across the 
organization are appropri-
ately assessed, evaluated, 
mitigated, and managed. 
She is currently pursuing 
an M.S. in Enterprise Risk 
Management at Boston 
University.

Carney said “I am hon-
ored to step into the newly 
created role of Chief Risk 
Officer and grateful for 
the opportunity to help 
shape this important func-
tion for the credit union. 
Establishing this position 
reflects our continued com-
mitment to strong gover-
nance, thoughtful risk man-
agement, and long-term 
organizational strength. 
I look forward to work-
ing collaboratively across 
the organization to protect 
and support our members, 
employees, and commu-
nity while helping guide 
sound decision-making 
and responsible growth.”

About Webster First 
Federal Credit Union 
Webster First Federal 
Credit Union ranks among 
the largest credit unions 
operating in Massachusetts. 
Since its founding in 1928, 
Webster First has grown 
its operations, services, 
and membership to serve 
four counties across the 
state, Worcester, Essex, 
Middlesex, and Suffolk 
with branches throughout. 
For more information, visit 
websterfirst.com.

Webster First Federal Credit Union promotes 
Colleen Carney to Chief Risk Officer
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FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

Leah Guanipa — Courtesy

CARS IN THE PARK RETURNS TO WHITINSVILLE
Area residents enjoyed a day of food, entertainment, family fun and classic wheels at the Whitin Community Center’s 12th Annual Cars in the Park event held at Whitin Park this past Saturday.
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Brookfield 
Orchards

Join Us

Let’s get 
Local

Saturday, August 29 10am-4pm
1 Lincoln Rd., North Brookfield MA 01525

508-867-6858   www.BrookfieldOrchards.com

Supporting Local
 is What this Event is All About!!

Wagon Rides, Face Painting, Corn Hole Games, 
Cider Donuts, Fudge, Family Memories and more!

Live Music from 12 to 4
The East Hill Band

Local Beer & Wine The Local’s Market

20+ Vendors 
Stay Updated 

with Facebook to 
see who else is 
participating!

Local Food Trucks

news@stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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BLACKSTONE — Library Director 
Lisa Cheever and the Blackstone Public 
Li-brary Board of Trustees are pleased to 
present a September schedule packed with 
events and activities.

 
The library invites the community to 

enjoy the last weeks of summer and tran-
si-tion into fall with this month’s lineup of 
book clubs, events, crafts and more.

 
The Blackstone Public Library is locat-

ed at 86 Main St.
 
Children’s Programs 
Wag, Read, Repeat: Therapy Dogs 

Return to Blackstone Library
The therapy dogs are back at the 

Blackstone Public Library, and they won’t 
leave without hearing a story. Children are 
invited to read books aloud to a specially 
trained and certified therapy dog as part 
of the “Wag and Read — Reading with a 
Therapy Dog” program. Parents can sign 
their children up for 15-minute sessions 
during Monday evening meetups. This 
is a chance for children ages 5 and up to 
practice their reading skills with a certi-
fied therapy dog who never complains, 
judges or spoils the ending. Registration 
is required.

•	 WHEN: 5 to 6 p.m. and 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m., Mondays, Sept. 14, 21 and 28

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Registration 
required. To reserve a 15-minute session, 
call 508-883-1931 or email Children’s 
Librarian Tressy Collier at tcollier@
cwmars.org.

Lego Club
Children ages 6 and older are invited to 

this month’s Lego Club meeting. Partici-
pants will be given a theme to base their 
creations on, and can work inde-pendently 
or team up with friends or a parent to build 
their own Lego project.

•	 WHEN: 6 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 
24

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Registration 
begins for Blackstone residents on 
Monday, Aug. 31, and Tuesday, Sept. 8, 
for all library patrons. Space is limited to 
20 children, and registration is required. 
For more information or to register, call 
508-883-1931, or email Tressy Collier 
at tcollier@cwmars.org. When emailing, 
please include your child’s full name, age 
and the caregiver’s email and phone num-
ber.

Drop-In Pumpkin Craft
Welcome the fall season by creating 

your own pumpkin craft at the library 
using beads and pipe cleaners. This event 
is appropriate for children ages 4 and 
older.

•	 WHEN: 6 to 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
Sept. 29

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Registration is not 
required.

 
Music and Movement Class for Tots 

and Preschoolers
Join Brenda Lau from Apple Tree Arts 

for a free enrichment series filled with 
singing, dancing, guitar music and more. 
This program is appropriate for children 
ages 4 and older.

•	 WHEN: 11:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Tuesdays, Sept. 22 and 29, Oct. 20 and 27, 
Nov. 17 and 24, and Dec. 8 and 15.

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Registration is 
required and begins on Monday, Aug. 

31. For more information or to regis-
ter, call 508-883-1931 or email Tressy 
Collier at tcollier@cwmars.org. This pro-
gram is sponsored by the YMCA Family 
and Community Partnership (YFCP), 
a grant program funded by the MA 
Department of Early Education and Care 
and administered by the YMCA of Central 
Massachusetts.

 
Children’s Fall Story Times
The library is pleased to offer two six-

week story time sessions this fall, includ-
ing Story Time and Craft Classes and 
Toddler Story Time:

 
Story Time and Craft Classes
Beginning in September, the library will 

offer “Story Time and Craft Classes” for 
preschoolers and kindergarteners ages 3 
to 5. Each class includes two stories and 
a simple craft.

•	 WHEN: 11 a.m. on Mondays 
beginning Sep. 14, and 1 p.m. on 
Thursdays beginning Sept. 17

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Registration 
begins on Monday, Aug. 31, for Blackstone 
res-idents and Tuesday, Sept. 8, for all 
library patrons. Space is limited to 15 chil-
dren. For more information or to register, 
call 508-883-1931 or email Tressy Collier 
at tcollier@cwmars.org. When emailing, 
please include your child’s full name, age 
and the caregiver’s email and phone num-
ber.

 
Toddler Story Time
Babies and toddlers ages 6 months to 3 

years are welcome to participate in Tod-
dler Story Time. Stop by the library to read 
board books, sing songs and fin-gerplays, 
play games and explore toys and books. 
This story time will last 45 minutes.

•	 WHEN: 10:15 a.m., Fridays, 
beginning Sept. 18

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Registration 
begins on Monday, Aug. 31, for 
Blackstone res-idents and Tuesday, Sept. 
8 for all library patrons. Space is limited. 
For more information or to register, call 
508-883-1931 or email Tressy Collier 
at tcollier@cwmars.org. When emailing, 
please include your child’s full name, age 
and the caregiver’s email and phone num-
ber.

 
Young Adult Programs 
YA Chess Club (and Board Games!)
Stop by the library for these drop-in 

events to practice your chess skills or play 
some board games. This is not an instruc-
tional class, and all skill levels are wel-
come. Students in grades 5 through 12 are 
invited to attend the Monday evening club 
meetings.

•	 WHEN: 5 p.m., Mondays, Sept. 
14, 21 and 28

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Registration is not 
required. For more information, call 508-
883-1931 or email Mandi Whipple at 
mwhipple@cwmars.org.

 
YA Un-Book Club
Join us for our monthly Un-Book Club 

meeting! This club has no set book titles 
or reading requirements. Instead, students 
in grades 5 through 12 are invited to 
discuss their recent reads and find their 
next book. Meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month.

•	 WHEN: 6 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 
15

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 

Library
•	 MORE INFO: Registration is not 

required. For more information, call 508-
883-1931 or email Mandi Whipple at 
mwhipple@cwmars.org.

 
Cursive Comeback: Keep in the Loop 

with Old-Fashioned Penmanship
Cursive handwriting used to be a stan-

dard part of the school curriculum, but its 
use has sharply declined in recent decades 
as education has become more digi-tal. 
But it’s making a comeback, including 
at the Blackstone Public Library, where 
students in grades 5 through 12 can prac-
tice their penmanship at 5 p.m. every 
Thursday.

•	 WHEN: 5 p.m., Thursdays, Sept. 
3, 10, 17 and 24

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Registration is not 
required. For more information, call 508-
883-1931 or email Mandi Whipple at 
mwhipple@cwmars.org.

 
Adult Programs
Learn How to Grow Mushrooms
Discover the skills you need to grow 

edible mushrooms at home using simple 
and accessible methods. This workshop 
explores mushroom varieties suitable 
for home cultivation, growing mediums, 
environmental requirements, inocula-
tion, maintenance, harvesting and com-
mon problems. Participants will leave the 
class with the knowledge needed to begin 
growing outdoor mushrooms.

•	 WHEN: 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
Sept. 15

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Registration 
is required. For more information or to 
register, call 508-883-1931 or visit the 
library’s events calendar. This program is 
sponsored by UniBank.

 
Give it Your Best Shot at the 

Photography Club
Join other photographers at the club’s 

monthly meeting and discuss vari-
ous pho-tography tips, tricks and ideas. 
Refreshments will be provided.

•	 WHEN: 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
Sept. 15

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Registration 
is required. Call the Blackstone Public 
Library at 508-883-1931 for more infor-
mation or to register. This club is funded 
by UniBank.

 
Pop-Up Library at the Senior Center
Join Ellen and other library staff mem-

bers as they help you discover your next 
great read or get a library card.

•	 WHEN: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 17

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Senior 
Center, 15 St. Paul St.

•	 MORE INFO: Registration is not 
required.

 
Blackstone Quilters Assemble at the 

Library
Patch it up with a group of like-minded 

crafters this September by joining the 
Quilting Club at the Blackstone Public 
Library. Come together for a relaxing and 
creative gathering with fellow quilters. 
Not a quilter? Become one. Learn some 
tips and tricks, while doing some quilting. 
Each meeting is an opportunity to learn, 
relax, share ideas, work on projects and 
enjoy each other’s company.

•	 WHEN: 1 to 4 p.m., Thursday, 
Sept. 24

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: This club is spon-
sored by the Friends of the Blackstone 
Li-brary.

 
Evening Blood Drive
Make a difference in someone’s life by 

donating blood at the library’s blood drive.  
Interested donors can register online at 
ribc.org/drives with the code RM5246. 
Walk-ins are also accepted.

•	 WHEN: 3 to 7 p.m., Monday, 
Sept. 28

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Public 
Library

•	 MORE INFO: Donors must have 
a photo ID and be age 17 or older, or 16 
with a signed parental consent form.

 
Ongoing Book Groups:
Get Spooked With the Grim Reader’s 

Society, a Horror Book Club
The strange, scary and mysterious 

world of horror literature comes alive with 
the Grim Reader’s Society, also known as 
The Horror Book Club, at the Blackstone 
Public Library. This monthly book club 
focuses on spooky, spine-tingling tales. 
The Grim Reader’s Society welcomes 
newcomers if they are brave enough. 
Scaredy-cats are welcome, too. Copies of 
the book of the month are available at the 
front desk.

•	 WHEN: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 3

•	 WHERE: Quiet Study #2, 
Blackstone Public Library

•	 MORE INFO: Contact Children’s 
Librarian Tressy Collier at tcolli-er@
cwmars.org or call 508-883-1931.

The Blackstone Book Group
The Evening Book Group, also known 

as the Blackstone Book Group, offers 
par-ticipants the chance to discuss amaz-
ing works of literature with like-minded 
readers. Copies of this month’s book can 
be found at the circulation desk.

•	 WHEN: 6:30 to 8 p.m., Tuesday, 
Sept. 8

•	 WHERE: Quiet Study #2, 
Blackstone Public Library

•	 MORE INFO: Contact Renee 
Milliken at rmilliken@cwmars.org or call 
508-883-1931.

Saddle Up With a Book at the Senior 
Center

The Senior Center Book Club meets 
on the third Tuesday morning of every 
month at the Senior Center on St. Paul 
Street. Monthly books are available at the 
library’s front desk or the Senior Center. 
New members are always welcome.

•	 WHEN: 11 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 15

•	 WHERE: Blackstone Senior 
Center, 15 St. Paul St

•	 MORE INFO: Contact Ellen 
Goudreau at egoudreau@cwmars.org or 
call 508-883-1931.

Spend an Afternoon Recapping the 
Latest Book of the Month

The Afternoon Book Club meets on 
the last Tuesday of each month. Join the 
group for a lively chat and a cup of tea. 
Take a seat, relax and unwind during an 
afternoon of great conversation about the 
Afternoon Book Club’s latest book of the 
month. Newcomers are welcome. Copies 
of the book of the month are avail-able at 
the front desk.

•	 WHEN: 3 to 4 p.m., Tuesday, 
Sept. 29

•	 WHERE: Quiet Study #1, 
Blackstone Public Library

•	 MORE INFO: Contact Donna 
Foster at dfoster@cwmars.org or call 508-
883-1931.\

Blackstone Public Library
 announces September schedule of events

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

774-241-0216
774-230-8373

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308 • email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

331 Main St.
(508) 476-2283
Hours of operation: Monday 

through Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
Friday 9 a.m. to noon

DAILY ACTIVITIES:  All our 
daily activities are free of charge.

Monday: Painting class 9:45am 
to 11:45am, Balance & Strength 
Exercise 12pm, Mat yoga 2pm

Tuesday: Walking club 9am, 
Cribbage 9am, Lunch & Bingo 
11:30am, Technology class 1pm 
(call to make an appt.) Line 
Dancing 2pm

Wednesday: Balance & strength 
10am, Darts 11:30am, Mahjong 
12:45pm, Dominoes 1 to 2:30pm

Thursday: Walking club 9am, 
Pitch 9am, Chair Yoga 9:30am, Tai 
Chi 10:45am, Hand and Foot card 
game 12:30pm

Friday: Balance & strength 
10am, Zumba 11:15am

 

Tuesday & Thursday lunch club, 
please call the Friday before to 
sign up. Lunch is $4.00 per per-
son. If you would like to attend, 
we offer free rides to & from the 
center and are willing to waive the 
lunch fee is necessary.

August Lunch Menu:
Tuesday 8/25: Scrambled eggs, 

sausages, home fries, English muf-
fin & fruit

Friday Shopping Schedule: 
Please call 48 hours in advance to 
schedule your ride. Grocery shop-
ping pick up starts at 9:30.

Hannaford: 8/28, 9/25
Walmart: 9/4, 9/18 
Price Chopper: 9/11

AUGUST EVENTS:
WELLNESS CLINIC DATES: 

Tuesday August 25th. Clinic is 
open from 10 am to 12 pm.

September Events: Line 
Dancing classes will start Tuesday 
September 15th @ 2pm

WELLNESS CLINIC DATES: 
Monday September 14th & 
Tuesday August 29th. Clinic is 
open from 10 am to 12 pm.

Lunch & a Movie: Thursday 
September 10th @ 11:30. Project 
Hail Mary, is about Ryland Grace, 
a science teacher with amnesia 
who wakes up alone on a space-
ship. He must use his scientific 
wits to stop an alien microbe from 
killing the sun and save humanity. 
Beef Stroganoff, carrots, & cake. 
Lunch is $4.00. Sign up by 9/4.

Bemis Nursery Milk House 
Pitcher: Thursday September 17th 
@ 11:00. The cost for this craft 
is $20.00. You must pay when 
you sign up, sign up by 9/8. 
Refreshments will be served.

Amy Azza, Estate Planning 
Attorney: Thursday September 
24th @ 12:00. Enjoy a free lunch 
compliment of Amy and listen to 
her estate planning seminar. Sign 
up by 9/17.

Cemetery Walk: Friday 
September 25th @ 1:00. The 
Sunshine Club invites you to 
come and tour the Douglas Center 
Cemetery. Learn about the ceme-
tery, and the history behind it.

Annual Smile Day Celebration: 
Wednesday September 30th @ 
12:00. Free lunch courtesy of 
Unibank & surprise entertainment. 
Sign up by 9/23.

October Events: 
Flu Shot Clinic: Wednesday 

October 7th from 9:00 to 11:00. We 
have teamed up with Hannaford’s 
Pharmacy for our Flu Clinic 
Vaccines. Like years past we will 
have the form you need to fill out 
for the tech, please bring your 
insurance card and drivers license 
or ID. Please call the center to 
schedule your appointment time. 

PLEASE CALL (508) 476-2283 
TO SIGN UP FOR PROGRAMS 
& CLASSES

Check our website for events 
that may not be listed here

h t tps : / /www.douglas -ma.
gov/202/AdultSocial-Center-
Senior-Center

Home of the Northbridge 
Senior Center

The following events will 
take place at Plummer Place, 
Home of the Northbridge 
Senior Center.  We are located 
at 20 Highland St. in Whitins
ville.   Telephone:   (508) 234-
2002.   Northbridge residents 
have priority for all program-
ming and events.   Please call 
the main office to sign up for 
special events and programs, 
so we can plan accordingly.  

Medical Drivers
We are in  need of  med-

ical  drivers  for out-of-
town  medical  appointments.  
This is a very important ser-
vice that we provide for seniors 
who cannot drive themselves 
to their medical appointments.  
If you are interested  and  can 
spare any time, it would be 
most appreciated.  Drivers are 
reimbursed for their mileage.  
For more information, please 
call the main office.

Regular Programs:

Meditation with Kelly:
Every Thursday morning at 

9:30am
Book Club:

Third Wednesday at 10:30am
Please call Kelly for more 

information
Brew Crew: 
No Meetings in August
Dull Men’s Club:
No Meetings in August
Scrabble:
August 24th at 9:30am
Women’s Collective:
No meeting in August
Writing Your Way:
2nd  and 4th  Thursdays at 

2:00pm

Special Programs and 
Events:

Local Authors Fair
Wednesday, August 

26th 10:00am-12:00pm 
Calling all bookworms!  

Don’t miss this chance to meet 
talented local writers, explore 
their books and enjoy a morn-
ing celebrating storytelling and 
community connection.  FREE 
admission.   Complimentary 
coffee and tea will be provid-
ed, as well as free door priz-
es.   Books will be available 
from all authors for purchase 
that day.   Please call the main 
office to sign up so we can plan 
accordingly (508) 234-2002.  
Looking forward to seeing you 
there!

Douglas Adult Social Center Plummer Place

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 56 Driscolls Lane 
a/k/a 56 Driscoll’s Lane, Whitinsville 
(Northbridge), MA 01588
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Kenneth 
R. Rusakovich to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for loanDepot.
com, LLC, and now held by loanDe-
pot.com, LLC, said mortgage dated 
February 14, 2024 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 70208, 
Page 79, said mortgage was assigned 
from Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for loan-
Depot.com, LLC, its successors and 
assigns to loanDepot.com, LLC by 
assignment dated February 16, 2026 
and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 73204, Page 140; 
for breach of the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction on September 24, 2026 at 
10:00 AM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit: 
The land with the buildings there-
on, consisting of two parcels locat-
ed at the southeasterly side of 
Driscoll’s Lane, in the Village of 
Linwood, in the town of Northbridge, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, 
bounded and described as follows: 
P A R C E L  1 : 
Being the most southerly lot 
shown on a plan entitled “Land of 
Laurent L. Gauthier and Margaret 
R. Gauthier and land of John A. and 
Allan Malizia, Northbridge, Mass.” 
dated January I9, 1983, by John 
R. Andrews III, R.L.S. filed with 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds 
herewith Plan Book 508, Plan 52, 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINING at the northwesterly 
corner of the lot hereby described 
at the southwesterly corner of 
Lot “B” as shown on said plan; 
THENCE S. 56° 30” E. by the 
southwesterly line of said Lot “B”, 
218.00 feet. more or less, to a point; 
THENCE S. 34° W, 50.00 feet 
to the southeasterly comer 
of the lot hereby described; 
THENCE N. 56° 30” W., 210.6 feet, 
more or less, to the southeaster-
ly line of Driscoll’s Lane aforesaid 
as established by the highway tak-
ing in 1941 as shown on said plan; 
THENCE N. 26° 37’ E. by said 
line of Driscoll’s Lane, 50.2 
feet to the point of beginning.  
P A R C E L 2 
The land adjoining the northerly line 
of Parcel l located on the south-
easterly line of Driscoll’s Lane and 
shown as Parcel B on said plan, 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the northwest-
erly comer of Parcel 1 above 
described at the southwesterly cor-
ner of the Lot hereby described: 
THENCE: N. 26° 27’ E. by said 
line of Driscoll’s Lane, 50.2 feet 
to land now or formerly of Malizia; 

THENCE S. 56° 30” E by the southerly 
line of said Malizia land as shown on said 
plan, 224.80 feet, more or less, to a point; 
THENCE S. 34° W., 50 feet 
to the northeasterly corner 
of Parcel 1 above described; 
THENCE N. 56° 30’ W, 218.00 feet, 
more or less, to the point of beginning.  
Containing 11,080 square feet, 
more or less, according to said plan. 
Meaning and intended to convey the 
same premises as described by Deed 
dated 06/17/2022 and recorded on 
06/24/2022 in Book 67807 at Page 312 
in the Official Records of the Worcester 
(Southern District) Recording Office.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated June 17, 2022 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
67807, Page 312.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for loanDepot.com, LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
August 21, 2026
August 28, 2026
September 4, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.
. WO26P2622EA

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Estate Of:
Doris J St.Marie 
Also known as: 

Doris Jacqueline St.Marie
Date of Death: 07/30/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by 	
Mary C Mulrenin of Whitinsvllle MA
 requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .

Mary C Mulrenin of Whitinsvllle MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Withoutl 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
09/08/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 12, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 21, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.
WO26P2594EA

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Estate Of:
Carole Ann Prior

Date of Death: 07/27/2026
To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by 	
Pamela B. Pierce of Whitinsvllle MA
 requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .
Pamela B. Pierce of Whitinsvllle MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Withoutl 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-

fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
09/08/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 10, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 21, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO21P2041PM
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR ORDER OF 
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT

Estate of:
Eleanor Messina 

A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by
Lisa S Judkins of Shrewsbury MA
requesting that the court enter a for-
mal Decree of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance of a final ac-
count    , 1st and other such relief as 
may be requested in the Petition.

 IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the court. You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 09/01/2026. This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court. 
Date: July 28, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 21,  2026

LEGALS

Checks may be sent to the 
Uxbridge Lions Club, P.O. 
Box 455, North Uxbridge, 
MA 01538. Businesses and 
Vendors may contact Diane 
Seely at dmseely@hotmail.
com or call 508-450-2451.

     The Uxbridge Lions 
Club does not seem to get 
the recognition it deserves 
since it has been active 

in the community since 
before 2011 and has con-
tributed widely to many 
organizations and events 
in Uxbridge. Most visible 
right now is its Beautify 
Uxbridge Project providing 
flower displays around the 
downtown area. In addi-
tion, it is a member of the 
largest service organization 
in the world with clubs 
in 205 countries with its 
motto “We Serve.”                                                                                                                                         

CAR SHOW
continued from page  A1

schools across the state to 
become “Career Technical 
Institutes” that run three 
shifts a day for skill-build-
ing programs in the trades, 
construction, and manu-
facturing career pathways. 
For more information, 
visit www.commcorp.org.

About Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 
(BVT)

Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational 

Technical High School 
serves the towns of 
Bellingham, Blackstone, 
Douglas, Grafton, 
Hopedale, Mendon, 
Milford, Millbury, 
Millville, Northbridge, 
Sutton, Upton, and 
Uxbridge. Located in the 
heart of the Blackstone 
Valley, BVT creates a pos-
itive learning community 
that prepares students for 
personal and professional 
success in an internation-
ally competitive society 
through a fusion of rigor-
ous vocational, technical, 
and academic skills.

GRANT
continued from page  A1

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email:

mikaela@
stonebridge press.news

WORCESTER — A mul-
tigenerational team of edu-
cators and learners has come 
together to  improve phys-
ics education,  helping pre-
pare  the next generation of 
engineers, astrophysicists, 
and more. 

The collabora-
tion  began  when  QCC 
Professor of Integrated 
Science & Physics Dr. 
Andria Schwortz  noticed 
that many  post-second-
ary  physics teachers rely 
heavily on lecture-based les-
sons instead of active learn-
ing. Schwortz discovered lit-
tle research on the topic and 
set out to learn more with 
help from Michael Frey, 
who was a QCC student at 
the time, and Dr. Andrea 
Borowczak, Schwortz’s for-
mer Ph.D. advisor. 

Together, they conducted 
a qualitative study involving 

physics faculty from across 
the United States. Their 
findings were published 
in  “Education Sciences,”  a 
peer-reviewed internation-
al open-access journal, in 
an article titled,  “How to 
Engage Active Pedagogy 
with Physics Faculty: Watch 
Out for Powerlessness.” 

“Research has shown that 
active learning helps every-
one more than lectures,” 
Schwortz said. “So why 
do we still use lectures so 
much?”  

Frey was invited to join the 
project after Schwortz  wit-
nessed  his intellectual 
curiosity in an astronomy 
course. For the study, Frey 
helped develop interview 
questions and conducted 
several interviews, a level 
of responsibility Schwortz 
described as significant for 
an undergraduate student.  

“It’s been surreal. I started 
out as a student with a love 
of space. Now  I’ve  pub-
lished my first paper,” Frey 
said.  “Working with Andria 
and Dr. B has been amaz-
ing. It’s like a web; we’re all 
learning from each other.” 

Borowczak, director of the 
School of Teacher Education 
at the University of Central 
Florida, served as an exter-
nal mentor, contributing 
to the  writing,  review  and 
development of  the final 
article.  Throughout her 
career, she has studied part-
nerships  and  believes col-
laborative research creates 
opportunities for new per-
spectives and deeper under-
standing. 

“Working with Andria 
and Michael showcased 
our trust  of  each other, our 
unique voices and added 
another step in our relation-
ship,” Borowczak said.  “It 
was a pleasure working with 
them.” 

For Schwortz, the project 

reflects the ongoing cycle of 
mentorship that drives both 
teaching and research. 

“Dr.  B is  an amazing 
resource. If  I’m  stuck, 
I get on the phone with 
her,  and she sets me 
straight. Now  I’m  teaching 
Michael, and in the pro-
cess,  I’m  learning more as 
well,” Schwortz said.  

Through their  interviews, 
the team found that many fac-
ulty rely on lectures because 
they feel powerless to make 
change or believe they lack 
the  time to prepare more 
in-depth active  learning 
lessons.  While  percep-
tions  of powerlessness may 
not always reflect reali-
ty, Schwortz noted that time 
constraints are a  genu-
ine obstacle.  In addition 
to  teaching,  faculty mem-
bers often balance research, 
student advising, and service 
commitments. 

“It’s  important to get 
this info out there. If peo-
ple know why  it’s  a chal-
lenge, they can design 
things to get past the chal-
lenge,” Schwortz said. 

Schwortz and Frey pre-
sented their  findings at 
the last Massachusetts Unde
rgraduate Research Confere
nce and are already planning 
a follow-up paper. 

“How to Engage Active 
Pedagogy with Physics 
Faculty: Watch Out for 
Powerlessness”  is avail-
able  at  mdpi.com/2227-
7102/16/1/8. 

Three generations of scholars team up to improve physics education

Courtesy

Michael Frey and Dr. Andria Schwortz at the Massachusetts 
Undergraduate Research Conference.

Dr. Andrea Borowczak
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* New 30x50' Split 
Level Home
*3 Full Baths

*Cathedral Ceiling 
Familyroom

*Main Bedroom 
includes

 "Tray Ceiling"
*Office* Game Room

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

95 A.F. Putnam Rd $687,500

Featured Home- Charlton
Deb Listewnik
508-847-0872 

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

*4 Bedrooms *  Custom Gourmet Kitchen w/ Center Island * 4 Baths  
* 24’x24’ Great Room *Meticulously Maintained Grounds with 

Pergola and Koi Pond * Easy Access to Major Highways

30 Knollwood $849,900

CHARLTON 

*2 Acres 
*Hardwood 

Floors
  *Central Air
  * Gas Heat 
*30’ Great 

Room
*Gourmet 

Kitchen
128 Old Southbridge Rd $640,000

DUDLEY- REDUCED $40,000!
NEW CONSTRUCTION

*6 Rooms * Garage
* 3 Bedroom
* 1600 sq. ft. 

*Amazing Waterviews

* 3 Bedroom
 *Wide Pine Floors

 * Garage * 1/2 Acre of 
Meticulous Grounds

Build Your 
Own Dream 

Home!!
Call Jo-Ann or 
Bob for Details

*7 Rooms
 * 2 Baths

 *1500 Sq. Ft.
 *1/2 Acre Lot

*Finished Lower Level
34 Lake Sargent Dr  
$619,900

41 Worcester St.
$449,500 Fabyan Rd. $125,000

1994 Main St.  
$519,000

LEICESTER- 
WATERFRONT!!!

GRAFTON- 
Better than a Condo DUDLEY

5 ACRE LOT
HOLDEN- RANCH

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 
rms, 4 brs, 3 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood 
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle 
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double 
sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out 
w/ slider. Central AC, garage 
MLS # 73534271 $649,000 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

60 WAKEFIELD AVE
 RARE WEBSTER LAKE DEVELOPMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY ~ Two (2) Strategic Building Lots with Direct 
Waterfront Ownership. Discover an unmatched real 
estate package combining the financial benefits of 
off-water property taxes with the luxury of premium, 
direct Webster Lake access. This rare offer features 
two cleared, build-ready contiguous lots paired with 
a commanding 2/3 fractional ownership interest in 
a prime waterfront parcel, complete with a private 
beach and boat dock.  MLS# 73564208   $525,000

Featured New Listing!

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan 
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183  NEW PRICE $479,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Dudley - 3 Marshall Terrace  
A Contractor’s Opportunity! 
8,000 SF (80’x100’) level lot, 
great location, est. neighbor-
hood, key resources > town 
water & sewer & natural gas in 
street.  By appointment only!

.
MLS No. 73544127 $155,000.

OPEN HOUSE! SATURDAY 11 - 2 
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for relaxation & con-
venience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS $999,900.

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Point Snug Harbor Villa 

On the shores of prestigious 
Webster Lake! Experience 
ultra-luxury lakefront living 
with direct water access. This 
young modern craftsman lake 
home is masterly designed to 
maximize panoramic Western 
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home 
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of 
sophisticated, three-story living 
space, complete with multilevel 
waterside decks, a radius stone 
faced patio, and a tiered land-
scape with its own waterfall. 
From morning coffee to sunset 
gatherings, you will enjoy every 
minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet 
main level features a spacious 
open floor plan, welcoming you 

into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room 
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting 
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, 
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, 
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room 
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level 
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting 
memories!     MLS#73563787  $1,750,000

Webster- 18 DiDonato Ave 
THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
B L E - O N E - L E V E L - M O V E - I N -
READY-RANCH!  Offers 980 SF+, 2 
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room.  Situated on a 
7,104 sf level lot w/80’ road frontage, 
a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA-
RAGE!  Conveniently located in East 
Village. First Time Offered!
MLS #73534105 $333,000

Featured New Listing!
24 Laurelwood Dr

Webster Lake Waterfront

SORRY, SOLD!

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
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WORCESTER —  The 
41st annual Valley 
Friendship Tour drew more 
than 250 participants who 
walked, ran, and rolled 
through the Blackstone 

Valley on June 6 and raised 
nearly $110,000 to bene-
fit  Open Sky Community 
Services,  a nonprof-
it behavioral health and 
human services organiza-

tion.
  The Valley Friendship 

Tour, which starts and ends 
at Alternatives’ Whitin 
Mill, is Open Sky’s sig-
nature fundraising event 

for the agency’s nearly 
150 programs serving chil-
dren, adults, and families 
with mental health chal-
lenges, intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, 
substance use disorders, 
brain injury, homelessness 
and other complex chal-
lenges. Since it began just 
over four decades ago, the 
tour has raised millions 
in support of individuals 
and families in Central 
Massachusetts.

  “The Valley Friendship 
Tour is a visual represen-
tation of Open Sky’s mis-
sion – individuals of all 
abilities coming togeth-
er in the community 
with purpose,” said Ken 
Bates, President & CEO 
of Open Sky Community 
Services. “We are grate-
ful to this community that 
has been created over the 
past four decades and for 
its unwavering support of 
our neighbors throughout 
Central Massachusetts fac-

ing complex challenges. 
Thank you to our partici-
pants, attendees, sponsors, 
and staff for making this 
year’s Tour another one to 
remember.”

  Teresa Pitaro, a resi-
dent of Norwood who has 
a family member served 
by Open Sky, was the top 
fundraiser for the fifth year 
in a row. She raised nearly 
$7,000 for the 2026 Valley 
Friendship Tour.   

 The individual and team 
participants of all ages and 
abilities had the option of 
a 1-mile walk, 5K run or 
walk, or a 30-mile bike ride 
through the Blackstone 
Valley. The all-day event 
featured lunch, live music, 
raffles, and entertain-
ment on the Dennis H. 
Rice Community Plaza at 
Alternatives’ Whitin Mill.

  About Open Sky 
Community Services

 
Open Sky Community 

Services is a 501(c)3 non-

profit agency based in 
Worcester that has been 
helping individuals in our 
community achieve more 
than they imagined possi-
ble for over 50 years. The 
agency provides a wide 
range of services through-
out Central Massachusetts 
for children, adults and 
families with mental 
health challenges, intel-
lectual and developmen-
tal disabilities, substance 
use disorders, brain injury, 
homelessness, and other 
complex challenges. Open 
Sky Community Services 
has over 1,300 dedicat-
ed employees and  nearly 
150  programs through-
out the region, supporting 
more than 8,000 individ-
uals annually. Open Sky 
is committed to equity 
and belonging, and pro-
motes a trauma-informed, 
whole-person care culture. 
For more information, 
please visit  www.open-
skycs.org.
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774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

New 
Summer 

Menu 
& Hours 

(11-9)

LIVE MUSIC EVERY
 FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

2025

2025

Half Priced Apps 
Tues-Friday from 2-5pm
New Summer Mocktail Menu 

Wing Wednesday 
Aug 26

A/C’sGreat
Selection!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)DEALS  BETTER THAN

the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!

BLOWOUT
ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.

41st Valley Friendship Tour raises nearly $110,000 
for Open Sky Community Services

Lorie Martiska (right), Open Sky Executive Vice President and Chief Advancement Officer, poses 
with Teresa Pitaro, the 2026 Valley Friendship Tour top fundraiser.  Pitaro, of Norwood, has been 
the top fundraiser for five years in a row and she raised nearly $7,000 for this year’s community 
event.

Courtesy

Worcester-based nonprofit Open Sky Community Services brought together over 250 partici-
pants for its 41st annual Valley Friendship Tour fundraiser.  The community event, for all ages and 
abilities, was held on June 6 in Whitinsville to support Open Sky’s programs throughout Central 
Massachusetts.
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