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The winners of the award and volunteers pose for a picture holding the Long Subaru tote bag with supplies.

Long Subaru shows support for

Park Ave teachers

Tackle
The
Stigma
program
COTIng to
Shepherd
Hill

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — The Shepherd
Hill Regional High School
cheerleading team is introduc-
ing a new fundraiser for 2025,
the Tackle the Stigma 5K, help-
ing raise awareness of organi-
zations that focus in spreading
awareness of mental health
initiatives.

Shepherd Hill cheerleading
coach Loretta Andre credited
students Paige Warner and
Lucilia Tryba for leading the
effort which will help support
Break the Silence and Jak-L

Dean of Students at the school.

Long Subrau was even running a
special for educators from now until
the month of October with a little extra
cash back when you purchase a new
vehicle.

“From the bottom of our hearts we
can’t thank Long Subaru enough,” said
Amy Puliafico, the Principal of Park
Ave Elementary. “It just means a lot to
our community.”

WEBSTER — On Aug. 27, Long
Subaru presented several teachers
at Park Ave Elementary School with
$500 to spend on their classroom, but
it didn’t stop there, as every classroom
also received a tote bag full of class-
room supplies and, on top of all of that,
provided lunch.

“I have to go thank them personally,”
exclaimed Rebecca Beaupre, a 4th grade
teacher at PAE and one of the winners

of 500 dollars, as she sought out each of
the representatives volunteering their
own time from the company to help.
“There is nothing like an event that
brings the entire community at PAE
together to celebrate the beginning of
the year, but what made this special
was the volunteer staff. You could tell
they were excited to present this award
and to help Park Ave, which means alot
to all of us,” said Matthew Aronian, the

Foundation, mental health
advocate groups that have
worked with the district in the
past. The run will take place
on Sept. 14, utilizing sports
fields and other properties at
Shepherd Hill Regional High
School.

Speaking to the School
Committee in August, senior
Paige Warner said they felt the

Community invited to join

focus group to help fight scams Woman’s Club

DUDLEY — Tri-Valley,
Inc.,, an Aging Services
Access Point (ASAP)
serving the south-
ern Worcester County
area, is partnering with
SilverShield, a leading
scam prevention organi-
zation, to host a commu-
nity focus group dedicat-
ed to helping older adults
and caregivers recognize
and fight scams using a
new scam detection ser-
vice.

The focus group will
take place on Thursday;,
Sept. 25 at Tri-Valley, Inc.,
10 Mill St., Dudley, with
two available sessions:
10:30-11:30 a.m. and 1-2
p.m.

Participants will have
the opportunity to test a
new anti-scam tool devel-
oped by SilverShield,
which is designed for use
via text and email, no
app required. In addition,
participants will share
their experiences and

offer feedback related to
this new service.

To thank attendees for
their participation, all
focus group participants
will receive:

A free lunch

A free one-year
subscription to the
SilverShield Scam

Detector service
Entry into a gift card
raffle, with the first four

Turn To GROUP page A8

Churches.

Father Javier and youth from Saint Louis Church, Webster, enjoyed the end of summer
on an Aug. 14 whitewater rafting trip. This trip was organized through the Diocese
of Worcester and attended by middle and high school students from all the Diocesan

Courtesy

Dudley

celebrates
18th year at
The Mill @
French River

WEBSTER — The Dudley Woman’s Club
is excited to announce the kickoff of its 18th
club year at The Mill @ French River, located
at 9 Frederick St., on Sept. 11 at 6:30 p.m. Join
us for an evening of socializing with friends,
followed by our meeting at 7 PM. Whether
you’re coming solo or bringing a friend, we
invite you to discover all the wonderful activ-
ities we have planned for the year ahead!

The Dudley Woman’s Club is more than
just an organization; we are a vibrant com-
munity of dedicated women from diverse
backgrounds and ages, united in our mission
to support and address the growing needs of
our local communities. Together, we make
a difference! Our membership is open to all
women from Dudley and surrounding towns,
and we warmly welcome your participation.

Don’t let our name hold you back! Our club
and all events, including the Meet & Greet,
are open to women from all towns. Our more
than 70 members come from Webster, Dudley,
Southbridge, Charlton, Uxbridge, Millbury,
and several Northern Connecticut commu-
nities.

As volunteers, we strive to uplift our
neighborhoods and contribute positively
wherever we can. Our club year runs from
September to May, and you can see just how
much we accomplish during this time in our
Charitable Giving report available at www.
dudleywomansclub.org. We believe in mak-
ing an impact while having fun!

Bring a friend or five and join us on Sept.
11 at The Mill @ French River for our kickoff
event. It’s a relaxed opportunity to connect—
just walk in and be greeted with a smile!

This year, our voluntary giving project will
support the Boys and Girls Club of Webster,
highlighting our commitment to community
enrichment.

For more information about our club,
please visit www.dudleywomansclub.org. We
look forward to welcoming you!

event would be a great day of
unity for the community sup-
porting an important cause.
Andre added how proud she
was that this was a student-or-
ganized initiative.

“I feel like this event is going
to become very successful and
we’re looking to do this annu-
ally. That’s our hope. I think
this is very important and I
love how these girls came up
with this,” Andre said.

Superintendent Steven
Lamarche echoed those sen-
timents noting the event will
help solidify the existing rela-
tionship with the benefiting
organizations to continue the
district’s focus on the mental
health and wellbeing of the
students.

“It’s really strengthened our
relationship with Break the
Silence and Jak-L. We're really
partnering with them moving
forward. It’s really because it
was started by the students —
It’s going to help us put some
things in place that will real-
ly help our school and school
community, not only for this
year but for the future as well,”
the Superintendent said.

The event will also include
a vendor fair featuring other
mental health resources in the
area. Registration is now open
for the race which is scheduled
for Sept. 14 at 10 a.m. Those
looking to register can visit
tacklethestigma.racewire.com
for full instructions.
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QCC’s Children’s School getting a start on leadership

WORCESTER

Quinsigamond
Community  College’s
Children’s School: Early
Childhood  Education
Lab School has been
promoting leadership
through recent visits by
guests, including Senator
Robyn Kennedy and QCC
Chief of Police Steve
DiGiovanni.

In an effort to intro-
duce young learners to
positive leadership role
models, both Kennedy and
DiGiovanni held reading
sessions and engaged in
a discussion that educat-
ed the children on their
roles in the community.
The visit was part of the
Children’s School’s ongo-
ing commitment to pro-
viding enriching experi-
ences that support early

childhood development.

“Our focus with the
children right now is
on all the different roles
it takes to make a com-
munity thrive,” said
Director of the Children’s
School/Early Childhood
Education Lab Erin
Roache. “These visits
were a wonderful way to
start. It was beautiful to
see our diverse population
of children given a con-
nection to people in lead-
ership whom they might
not otherwise have the
opportunity to connect
with.”

Both visiting leaders
emphasized the impor-
tance of early childhood
education and community
investment in young peo-
ple’s development. The
interactive format allowed

children to ask questions
and see leadership in
action.

“Chief DiGiovanni and
Sen. Kennedy were patient
and took time to listen and
respond to the children.
Senator Kennedy even
fielded a few tough ques-
tions about the current
political climate. What a
beautiful moment to see
the children we advocate
for become their own
advocates with leader-
ship,” Roache commented.

Following DiGiovanni’s
visit, the children par-
ticipated in a Touch-a-
Truck style event, where
they could explore various
community service vehi-
cles up close. The hands-
on experience allowed
children to learn about
different careers in pub-
lic service while

-
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ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis

of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

fostering curiosity
about their com-
munity helpers.
The Children’s
School serves as
both a childcare
facility for commu-

in 2032!

ing history!

62

Tours begin at 10 a.m., and depart
every half hour throughout the day
No reservations needed — just bring your
curiosity and sense of wonder!

Don’t miss this rare opportunity to see,
learn, and fall in love with a piece of liv-

Courtesy

Sen. Robyn Kennedy (left) reads a book at QCC’s Children’s School: Early Childhood Education

Lab School.

nity families and a practi-
cal learning laboratory for
early childhood education
students at QCC. The dual
purpose creates a unique
environment where future
educators gain real-world

experience
while chil-
dren receive
care and
education.

Experience the magic of Tiffany
with guided tours of Tiffany
windows at FCC Dudley

DUDLEY — Step into history and beauty at the Grange’s Apple
Festival and Black Tavern Craft Fairs (Oct. 4)! Join us for exclu-
sive guided tours of the stunning Tiffany
Windows at the First Congregational
Church of Dudley (135 Center Rd.).

Led by educator and church member
Tom Boyd, Church Historian, and his
team of specially trained docents, these
20-minute tours will reveal the fascinating
story behind the windows’ creation —
and the remarkable connection between
famed inventor Hezekiah Conant and the
legendary Louis Comfort Tiffany himself.

Come hear the rich history of Dudley,
marvel at the breathtaking artistry of the
windows, and be part of an exciting effort
to help preserve these irreplaceable trea-
sures for the Church’s 300th anniversary
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Fairly large

6. Barrels per day (abbr.)
9. Cover the entirety of
13. Leafy appetizer

14. Showy ornament

16. Athletes

17. Closes tightly

18. Attack via hurling items

19. Where the reserves stand

21. Sword

22, Begat

23. Damage another’s reputation
24, Northeast

25. Turf

28. For each

29. Hours (Spanish)

31. Western state

33. One who offers help

36. Flanks

38. A woolen cap of Scottish origin

CLUES DOWN

1. Vipers
2. Ancient city in Syria
3. Slog
4. Emits coherent radiation
5. “Pollock™ actor Harris
6. Bleated
7. Monetary units of Afghanistan
8. Tooth doctor
9. One who takes apart
10. Commoner
11. Beat poet Ginsberg
12. Cave deposit material
14. Home energy backup
17. Begets
20. Face part
21. Frocks
23. Hill or rocky peak
25. Giving the impression of
dishonesty
26. About ear

15. Norse personification of old age

39. Free from drink or drugs

41. Tunnels

44, Mature

45. More dried-up

46. News organization

48. Steal something

49. Forms one’s public persona
(abbr.)

51. Female fish eggs

52. Small petrel of southern seas

54. Edible starches

56. Historical

60. In a place to sleep

61. Horse grooms

62. Oft-Broadway theater award

63. Chinese dynasty

64. Resembling a wing

65. Small projection on a bird’s wing

66. Of the Isle of Man
67. Derived unit of force (abbr.)
68. Plate for Eucharist

27. Male parents

29. Popular grilled food

30. Vaccine developer

32. Not conforming

34. Polite address for women
35. 1970 U.S. environmental law

37. Astronomical period of 18 years
40. One who fights the government
42. Center for Excellence in Education

43. Watches discreetly

47. An electrically charged atom
49. Hymn

50. Arabic given name

52. Popular pie nut

53. City in Zambia

55. Species of cherry

56. John __, British writer

57. Be next to

58. Make angry

59. Give birth to a lamb or kid

Edward Jones

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Have questions about withdrawing
funds, converting your account or
generating income?

Let’s work together to find the right strategy to help
keep you on track. Contact me today to get started.
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REAL ESTATE
AUBURN

$545,000, 3 Winchester Ave,
Beaudin, Lonn, to Laflash, Hannah,
and Laflash, Bryan.

$275,000, 701 Oxford St S, Spillane,
Janine T, to Spillane, Patrick, and
Nuzzolilo, Samantha.

DUDLEY

$610,000, 69-A Mason Rd, Boudreau,
Adam P, and Skeates, Marissa A, to
Sullivan, William M, and Sullivan,
Doreen N.

$140,000, 22 Intervale Rd,
Constitution Prop LLC, to Djousse,
Sylvie.

OXFORD

$440,000, 80 Ennis Rd, Gmerek,
Tyler, and Gath, Ariana, to Snow,
Holly, and Snow, Jack.

$370,000, 14 Sutton Ave, Diaz-
Alvarez, Maria, to Brandao, Maria I.

$275,444, 15 Thayer Pond Dr #1,
Miller, Tammy L, to Hurlbut, Connor.

WEBSTER

$4,650,000, 15 Maynard Ave, Tiffany
Murphy Prop LLC, to Webster 35 Re
Hldg LLC, and 4vm LLC.

$4,650,000, 19 Park St, Tiffany
Murphy Prop LLC, to Webster 35 Re
Hldg LLC, and 4vm LLC.

$4,650,000, 24-26 E Main St, Tiffany
Murphy Prop LLC, to Webster 35 Re
Hldg LLC, and 4vm LLC.

$4,650,000, 24-26 E Main St, Tiffany
Murphy Prop LLC, to Webster 35 Re
Hldg LLC, and 4vm LLC.

$4,650,000, 51 Prospect St, Tiffany
Murphy Prop LLC, to Webster 35 Re
Hldg LLC, and 4vm LLC.

$4,650,000, 72 Granite St, Tiffany
Murphy Prop LLC, to Webster 35 Re
Hldg LLC, and 4vm LLC.

$4,650,000, 8 Lake St, Tiffany
Murphy Prop LLC, to Webster 35 Re
Hldg LLC, and 4vm LLC.

$1,100,000, 49 Wawela Rd, Sullivan,
William M, and Sullivan, Doreen N,
to Candow T, and Candow, Scott R.

$577,000, 18 Emerald Ave, Jrq
Investments LLC, to Addai, Timothy.

$540,000, 6 Brook St, Lopes, Daniel
A, to Joubert, Jyovani.

$445,000, 48 Aldrich St, Vu, Livia Q,
and Tran, Dat L, to Agyei, Abena O,
and Tsetse, Eric.

$408,000, 18 Ash St, Henry P& EE
Gawle RET, and Moseley, Karen A, to
Rigel Jr, Nicholas.

$160,000, 13 Goddard St, Millett Jr,
Thomas R, and Bk Of Ny Mellon Ttr,
to Amtd LLC.

ALMANAC
OPEN TO CLOSE

DUDLEY

DupLEY TowN HALL (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices),
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00
AM-12:00 PM.

DupLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week
DubLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday............ccoeceeen... 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OxrorD Town HALL (508) 987-6027
Board of Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues., Thurs......... 9a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday .............coeevvvrennene 9a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday ..o 9a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

OxroRD POLICE DEPARTMENT (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911
OxroRD FIRE DEPARTMENT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday ................ 8 a.m. to0 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

WEBSTER TowN HALL (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday ...........oevvvvneerrennerenn. 8am.to7pm.
Tuesday-Thursday . 8am.todpm.
Friday.......cooovvveevvervenennn. 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

WEBSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
WEBSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-3875)
Monday-Friday .........cccoo...... 8am.to4pm.
Saturday..........cceevvveeervveennrnns 8am.to12pm.
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24th Masonic District participates at Old Home Day

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

CHARLTON — On
Sunday, Aug. 31, it was
a beautiful day at the
Charlton Old Home Day
festivities on the common
in Charlton.

The tradition of Old
home Day began more
than 128 years ago. This
celebration is filled
with fun entertainment,
music, games, crafts
and food vendors and of
course the citizenship
awards and parades. Two
local lodges from the 24th
Masonic District have
been participating in this
fun event for a decade
now to set up to sell
their goods. Quinebaug

Masonic  Lodge of
Southbridge and Oxford
Masonic Lodge of Oxford
had a very, very busy
and exciting day try-
ing to keep up with the
demands of what the peo-
ple wanted.

There were all kinds
of food being sold, enter-
tainment and activities
for the children. The
Charlton Old Home Day
committee members
announced activities
that’s going on and the
live bands and music was
awesome. I loved watch-
ing the Frog Jumping
contest and watching
the children trying to get
their frogs to jump. There
were various organiza-
tions, nonprofit organiza-
tions, all kinds of crafts,

and many vendors sell-
ing their goods. At the
end there was a parade
with a lot of beautiful
old cars, firetrucks and
much more. Quinebaug
Masonic Lodge was
selling fresh hand cut
homemade French fries.
The long lines of people
waiting for those French
fries said it was worth
the wait. The lodge went
through many, many
pounds of potatoes.
Oxford Lodge was sell-
ing Lobster rolls, clam
chowder, chili and snow
cones. The delicious lob-
sterrolls was a bighit and
selling fast. The children
were going wild, crazy
over the flavored snow
cones and the chili went
fast. Both lodges at times

Courtesy

The lines got long in the afternoon for those fresh cut homemade French fries from the
Quinebaug Lodge (on the right), and Oxford Lodge on the left with their lobster rolls going fast
and children going wild over the snow cones.

had long lines and peo-

cious, tasty treats. If you est you, visit our Web site

ple were waiting for their ~would like more informa- at wwwmassfreemason-

. grelat, tion abou:ci Frleeénasonry ryorg.
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REGION — As area towns
face changing their bylaws to
address larger solar and bat-
tery storage projects in light of
state law passed last November,
citizens are trying to figure
out what the new laws actually
mean, and how to face the issue.

Last week, several from
across the state came togeth-
er in an online forum under
the auspices of Responsible
Solar Massachusetts, with the
big takeaway being that local
Boards of Health (BOH) have a
lot more authority to regulate,
and even stop, such projects
than many people think.

According to Mass
Association of Health Boards’
Government Relations Director
Mike Hugo, local health boards
have a different status than
other boards.

“A health regulation is looked
at by the court as a state stat-
ute,” he said.

Courts often say other kinds
of boards “did it wrong,” but
will only review a BOH decision
to determine “whether it’s arbi-
trary and capricious or not.” If
the BOH held public hearing(s)
on the issue and can show they
did due diligence to look at pos-
sible health harms, the courts
typically uphold such decisions,
he explained.

Such information was good
news to other participants.
They’re concerned the new laws
defining what’s eligible for state
alternative energy incentives
— dubbed “Smart 3.0” — aren’t
actually very protective for land
and communities.

Responsible Solar’s Janet
Sinclair said the law says devel-
opers “can’t put solar in core
habitat” or on ‘“permanently
protected land,” but those are
already prohibited. She’s con-
cerned it does too little to save
the most important remaining
forests, the ones that sequester
the most carbon.

“For those of us facing for-
est clearcuts for solar, there’s
not really much here that helps
us,” she said, later adding, “we
worked so hard to

certing” that many solar arrays
and battery sites of that area
are in cranberry wetlands and
often above Plymouth County’s
key water sources. (That’s
a key issue for Oakham resi-
dents, too; their Planning Board
rejected a battery storage site
in part because it’d endanger
the Quabbin watershed, but the
company appealed to the state.)

“I have some concerns about
how the state is circumventing
NEPA [National Environmental
Protection Act] guidelines,”
Berry said.

She also noted the electric
companies have been adding
significant fees to customers’
bills to cover such projects, but
the fees don’t seem to be related
to what their energy use is.

Sinclair said NEPA limits
might not apply because most
of the funding isn’t federal
money; most of it comes from
those ratepayers via the “smart
program” fees. The 2024 law
requries the state to create reg-
ulations for such projects, with
solar arrays of more than 25
MW and battery storage over
100 MW both going directly to
the state’s Energy Siting Board
for hearings. Smaller ones
go to local boards, but can be
appealed to the state.

She described the problem as
not illegal, just “really bad.”

To Berry, “What we real-
ly need to focus on is how do
we grasp some level of control
locally?”

She sees that as happening
“through having more local sit-
ing hearings.”

Other issues the forum
raised were impact on Native
American lands, with Harrison
observing Natives “have stew-
arded this land for thousands
of years.” But today, most
important Native cultural and
sacred sites are in private hands
and some are “prime sites for
solar,” so she urged raising
Native land concerns through
the public hearing process. She
noted the Mass Environmental
Policy Act and Mass Historical

permit or has state funding, and
local boards can do that, too.

Hugo said BOH authori-
ty comes from the MGL Chap
111 “nuisance” statutes, which
requires the board to take
action if it determines some-
thing is a public health threat.
That has been used to shut down
long-running businesses and
to Kill projects even after other
boards have approved them.

Regarding battery projects
specifically, he said they pose
various potential public health
risks, including noise from the
industrial cooling fans. Others
have cited the fact such facil-
ities usually cannot be extin-
guished if they catch fire; fire
departments can only limit
their spread while they burn
and produce toxic gases.

To Hugo, “We can save this
industry tons of money by put-
ting the Boards of Health in the
process early. ... They should
be going to the Board of Health
first.”
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Instead, she’d
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24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE « 508-753-7221

Salem Cross INN

When you bring this ad

See the Tab Bargain Bay ,
at our website for a
large selection!!

5 —
BARGAIN

Yankee
Magazine’s Choice
for Best New

Visit our

England Cuisine!
RESTAURANT & TAVERN BAY Basgain Bay
960 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 BIG sn‘""Gs affordable

windows.com

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!
See Our

OPcn Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sun&ag 12-5
Facebook
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting - page for

Hexmark Tavern is OPen Thurs. & Fri. 4-8 S.r::ceiraTs

www.salemcrossinn.com (508)867-2345 FKi || ‘§
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place \_

=
WHILE SUPPLIES LASU

As Low As As Low As As Low As
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GLADYS E. KELLY PuBLIC LIBRARY

2 Lake St., Webster

508-949-3880

Library Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m.-
8 p.m., Wednesday 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Friday 9 am.-5 p.m.,
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!

Want to receive updates about our upcoming
events? Sign up for email alerts by visiting our website
or contacting our Adult Services Librarian Jessica
Fontaine at jfontaine@cwmars.org

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff

o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

«Bottles « Crocks «Jugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
« Silver Plated Items «Watches «Typewriters «Sewing Machines
« Tools « Radios » Clocks « Lanterns sLamps  Kitchenware
« Cookware «Knives sHunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Volunteers: ESL Classes — Tuesdays at 6:00pm

The Literacy Cafe is a free weekly English con-
versation class offered by Literacy Volunteers of South
Central Massachusetts (LVSCM). This class is free to
attend and is open to all adults. No pre-registration
is required. For more information, email us at info@
lvscm.org.

Yoga Nidr — Wednesday Mornings at 8:15am

Join Adult Services Librarian Jess for a relax-
ingyoganidr practice to start your day on Wednesdays.
Jess will guide participants through a few simple yoga
asanas to release physical tension. Participants
will then settle into a reclined position for a
guided relaxation (yoga nidr ). If you have your
own yoga mat, please bring it and be sure to
dress in comfortable clothing. This program
takes place before the library officially opens.
Registration is required and Jess will meet you
at the program door.

Library for All — First Two Mondays; Last
Two Fridays 10AM (Chair Yoga or Craft)

This program includes one chair
yoga class and one craft project that will be held
on first two Mondays and the last two Fridays
of the month. Either join Jess for a one-hour
relaxing Chair Yoga class or join us for our

craft program. Check the online calendar to see

-

"~ Meet Kipper

walk, curling up for a couch snuggle, or keeping you company while you work.

he'll happily toss them around before settling in af your side.
At night, Kipper is easygoing - he sleeps soundly through the night in his bed.

with doggy pals in the past.
Could Kipper be the senior sidekick you've been searching for?

& AN\ MILFORD
[ /4 FEDERAL
Est 1887 Our Communily, Your Bank.
Milford Federal Bank is proud to
sponsor Baypath Humane Society's

)
Pet of the Week! '."

~ 1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA

Member 508.234.8256 = 800.357.2265
DIC MilfordFederal.com

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsacket

BAYPATH
HUMANE SOCIETY
OF HOPEINTON

Small Sheler Big Hear!

At 11 years old, this handsome senior is the perfect mix of calm and silly. His foster
describes him as easygoing, adaptable, and happiest just being with you. He's gentle,
affectionate, and loves people and new friends - whether that means joining you on a
Kipper is housetrained, crate trained, and knows all the basics (sit, down, paw, place, off,
rollover)—and he’s still learning! Whoever said old dogs can't learn new tricks has clearly

never met this boy. He travels well in the car and is always up for a daily woods walk, a
neighborhood stroll, or a burst of zoomies in the yard. Stuffed toys are his favorite, and

Kipper is looking for a cat-free home, but he has enjoyed the company of other dogs and
may do well with a well-matched sibling—or happily as a solo pet. He's enjoyed walking

500 Legacy Farms North + Hopkinton, MA 01748

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip
to MFB for a treat from our drive-up tellers,
or stop in any branch and bring home a treat
from our complimentary doggy treat bar.

which event is scheduled. No experience neces-
sary. This program is for teens and adults of all
abilities and their caregivers. Please call ahead
if special accommodations or requirements are
needed.

Yoga — Saturdays at 9:30am

Join Julie or Lauren at the Gladys E. Kelly
Library for a vinyasa yoga class for all levels.
A typical class involves centering the mind
with the breath, aromatherapy, movement of
the body to release energetic blockages, and,
finally, rest and relaxation. Classes are free.
Funded by the Friends of the Gladys E. Kelly
Public Library:.

Computer Basics for Beginners — Tuesday,
September 9th at 3:00pm
Come learn some computer basics
with Assistant Director Evan Hale and Adult
Services Librarian Jess Fontaine.

Literacy Volunteers: Citizenship Test
Preparation Class — Series Begins Thursday,
Sept. 11th at 6:00pm

Literacy Volunteers of South Central
Massachusetts (LVSCM) is pleased to offer a
free, 10-week US Citizenship Test Preparation
Class. Please note that the class is taught in
English, so students should be comfortable
speaking and listening to English in class.
Space is limited and registration is required. To
register, please email Emily at info@lvscm.org.

Fall Concert Series: Oakes and Smith -
Thursday, September 11th at 6:30pm

With close harmonies, soulful songs, Robert’s
engaging storytelling, and Katherine’s soar-
ing voice, husband-and-wife folk duo Oakes
and Smith creates an ethereal sound not
often heard in today’s popular music. Since
their start in 2010, the duo has performed in
many venues, including

SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

10-15-20 Yd.

—
VISA

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses - Attics -+ Cellars

Construction Sites

508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA
Fully Insured B

The Guthrie Center in
Great Barrington, MA;
the NJ Folk Project in
Morristown, NJ; Infinity
Music Hall in Norfolk,
CT; FloydFest in Floyd,
VA; Andrea Clearfield’s
Salon in Philadelphia;
The Kripalu Center for
Yoga &amp; Health in
Stockbridge, MA; and
Canyon Ranch in Lenox,
MA. They have also
released several EPs,
singles, and a full-length
album. At the heart of this
project are the bond of
love between Robert and
Kate and their shared pas-
sion to make meaningful
music. Oakes and Smith
hope to inspire their lis-
teners and remind them
that sincerity and soul are
still alive in our world.

Programming for All
Ages

Introduction to
Capoeira - Saturday,
September 6th at 12pm

Introduction to
Capoeira — A brief over-
view of its history, high-

Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
774-200-7308

lighting its African roots and evolution in Brazil.
Musical Engagement — Hands-on experience with tra-
ditional capoeira instruments, such as the berimbau
and atabaque, and learning and singing traditional
songs in Portuguese. Demonstration — A live perfor-
mance by our instructors, showcasing the fluid and
acrobatic movements that define capoeira. Interactive
Practice — Participants will practice foundational
capoeira movements, emphasizing rhythm, balance,
and coordination. Closing Roda — A traditional capoei-
ra circle where participants apply what they’ve learned
to play capoeira together in the workshop finale.

Puzz Fest — Thursday, September 11th at 6:00pm
Assemble your team (up to 5 people!) and join

us to see which team can complete their puzzle first.
We’ll have snacks to keep you fueled as you tackle your
500 piece jigsaw. All teams will get to keep their puzzle.
Registration is required.

Children’s and Young Adult Programming

Creators Club — Mondays from 4:00-5:30 PM

We will have a variety of craft materials available
to put your creativity to the test! Come explore our
newly rebranded Monday night program: Creators
Club! Each month features a new theme highlighting
a different art supply for kids to experiment with and
turn into their own masterpieces. Septembers theme
is Yarn - kids can weave, wrap, or invent their own
creations! Artwork left behind will be displayed in the
children’s program room for the rest of the month.

Toddler Playtime-- Tuesdays at 10:00 AM
Kids 0 to 6 are invited to get their wiggles out
with weekly obstacle course and fun.

Mini Block Party — Tuesdays at 6:00pm
Play with magnets, wooden blocks, and Legos.

Storytime for Littles — Wednesdays at 10:00am
Join us for a few of our favorite stories, felt
story fun, and some free play. This storytime is geared
toward ages 0 to 3, but siblings are welcome.

Play-doh Storytime - Fridays at 10AM
Join Youth Services Librarian Andrew for
stories, play-doh, and fun! This storytime is geared
toward ages 2 to 5, but siblings are welcome.

Beginner Origami-Fridays at 3:45PM
Are you interested in making origami, but you
don’t know where to start? You can start here. And if
you do know how to make some origami, feel free to
come make some as well. For kids of all ages.

Snack Club: English Muffin Pizzas — Monday,
September 8th at 5:30pm
This is our newest program just for tweens.
Each month, kids ages 8-12 will get to make their own
tasty treats or try out fun new flavors with friends. This
month’s snack: English Muffin Pizzas! Due to limited
supplies, this program requires registration. Please
only sign up your child if they fall within the required
age range.

Kim the LEGO Lady — Tuesday, September 16th
Do you love building, creating, and having fun
with LEGO? Look no further! Kim the Lego Lady is
here and we want YOU to be part of our LEGO CLUB
adventure. Join us for interactive building challenges,
new skills and create fabulous imaginative builds. For
Ages 5-11.

Bay Path anmounces opening of
new Diesel Technology program

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School is proud to announce the launch
of its newest Chapter 74-approved program, Diesel
Technology, beginning with the start of the 2025-2026
school year. Incoming freshmen will be the first to
enroll in the program, making Diesel Technology the
school’s 23rd Career Technical Education (CTE) shop.

The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education recently approved Bay Path’s
application to establish Diesel Technology as an
official Chapter 74 program. The new offering was
made possible in part through grant funding from the
Skills Capital Modernization Grant, supported by the
Massachusetts Executive Office of Education.

Students in Diesel Technology will embark on a
four-year program that provides a solid foundation in
preventative maintenance, safety practices, diagnos-
tics, and essential technical skills. Areas of study will
include diesel engine systems, electrical and electronic
fundamentals, hydraulics, braking systems, and other
relevant topics. The program is designed to prepare
students for both immediate entry into the workforce
and advanced training opportunities in the diesel tech-
nology industry.

“We are incredibly proud and excited to announce
the launch of our new Diesel Technology program at
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School.
This is more than just a new program—it’s a direct
investment in the future of our students and our local
economy. The demand for skilled diesel technicians is
high and growing, offering our graduates
access to high-paying, essential careers
right here in our community. This pro-
gram will provide our students with the
hands-on skills and technical competen-
cies needed to succeed in a rapidly evolv-
ing industry. By partnering with leading
local businesses and using state-of-the-
art equipment, we’re ensuring our stu-
dents receive an education that is both
rigorous and relevant. We’re preparing
them for a meaningful career that will

WAR RELICS & FOSTER
WAR SOUVENIERS PARENTS
LNk WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

Over 40 years’ 24/7 Support
experience. Generous
Call David Reimbursement,
(508) 688-0847. $1000 Sign-On
I'LL COME TO YOU! Bonus. Call For Details.
Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769
(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Jet Ski Lift
For Sale
1 Shore

Master

Jet Ski Lift
$1200 0BO
Call 508-248-2950

high chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

BOY SCOUTTROOP 273

FALLYARD SALE
Saturday, September 20th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE We accept CREDIT CARDS!"
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no
TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture -
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups,
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts,
pants, jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items -

contribute to the strength and vitality of
our region for years to come,” said Kyle
Brenner, Superintendent-Director of
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School.

The Diesel Technology program
underscores Bay Path’s mission to pro-
vide high-quality technical education
that equips students with real-world
skills and opens doors to meaningful
careers.

Bay Path extends its gratitude to
MassHire, our many sponsors, commu-
nity partners, and advisory board mem-
bers whose guidance and support made
the launch of Diesel Technology possi-
ble, including: Advantage Truck Group,
C.M.TSS. Truck Service, E.L. Harvey
& Sons Inc., Massasoit Community
College, Milton CAT, National Grid, and
Volts, LLC.
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hope2o0wn.com
508.943.4333
Stianen Pelletier - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl
REAL ESTATE GROUP

We Want N
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 - - v L
Your Listings!

Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! =

? ; f[' . /-/—\
WEBSTER - 24 COOPERRD

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on Cooper
Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes be
ing built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2

| Baths, 9" Geilings. Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic Tile Floors in the
Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr, Dou-
= == ble-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough plumbed

Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gllmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

(T Featwed Vew Listing () () Suug Farbor Villa) (O WEBSTER LAKE-
>( WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT (§< >(' '\ WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT (5 et "l WEST POINT
7 31 BAYVIEW i o S ROAD!

“Off Season Rental”
October 1st-May 15th
4 Bedroom,

2 Bath,

2 Car Garage
$3500/month

(1) WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLERD <

a2 Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready(

i+ Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining i
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST' **THE VILLA'S at SNUG HAR

3 BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites

Panoramic View, from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides

ardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow
ens-Corning finished basement sys-

= tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath,
baths, 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37 Acres! Sandy Waterfront! The exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea- 7 i i
home is full of Natural SunLight! Mature landscaping of seasonal plants/shrubs & tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your kitchen area w/cabinets & refngerator'
yummy raspberries! Acres of untouched Forest across the street. Located on a low Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular - Morton Barn Style Garage .39 acre
traffic, private dirt road! Only a handful of homes! $1,100,000 Seasons! Its more than a home - it a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,075,000 $435,000
On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Webster Lake - 53 Colonial R Webster Lake Waterfront SORRY, SOLD! Webster Lake Waterfront Lots
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT! jUST 8 Long Island 4
] Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Anthue Island Cot- WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT! gm pﬂM 24
- ‘ SIMPLY AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTU- tage, with RareBoathuseIncIudedlExtremeyUnlque Clean
i 7 Coneen A s 15 CEDAR POINT RD In Beautiful, Calm, Witr Guue
G| NITY! OVER 31,000 SQ FT OF LAND! Sonveniences, wne. carm of 0 :

. 100+/- feet of Pris- Lot# 1003R Natural Level Shore line

~ tine, Sandy Shoreline!
8 Boasting 6  Large 3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!

e+ =\ 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood
et \-D‘ Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet
j \( so “AStove, Wrap-Around Screened

ummer Cottage on 9482 SF of land.
T Porch, Lg Outbuildin w/FuII

| go[r:;r:tzndlr;gv\\/ll:tv: ‘rft;;itttstlznagc\g::t:;z ) BathSpouerLaundry & Work | rooms, 2 Baths, 3 Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Ling
UnSELs + i Bihie. Well foorwgutdo[nrmg/o? Bedrooms, Garage. ~ 5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000 SORRY SOLD!

street, on 4 of the 5 possibly buildable. g | OfSeason Watr Usel 14300 P - All on a Private road Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line
assisted sale  $1,199,900 Storeine $585,000 $1,000,000 7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 SORRY SOLD!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937 .
[[B—\“ : Maria Reed 508-873-9254
=" Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
DUDLEY- NEW COLONIAL ON 7 ACRES #ﬁﬂ Service Deserves
* 24’ Great Room oo e Heroms Its Rewards
* Privacy

*Enjoy a Wooded
Natural Setting
*3 Bedrooms
=1 1=] ¥ *2.5 Baths
= — 7| *Upgrades include
— “7.'% %‘1 gi% El | Corian Counters A
B ([Tl [Tt I & " * 8 Center Isl?,nd Maria (Sun) Reed Bob Berk
TR Y %EL “Energy Efficient 508-873-9254 508-367-9226
g Heatlng SYStem Spencer Resident for 30 Years Charlton Resident for 25 Years
*Includes 2nd A Senior Reseidential Specialist Realtor, Educator
Buildable Lot i Licensed‘ e Charltorsleg’)iicfzﬁireSilslzrbrid e
128 0ld Southbrzdge Rd $875,000 Y Gpencen Onford. Aabam " Leicester Southbridge

CHARLTON- PRIVATE COMPOUND LEICESTER- ORANGE-
WITH INGROUND POOL RANCH 1600 SQ. ET SPLIT
4 *New Well * 2 o = W
Ranch Style Home | &
with Media Room
*2.5 Baths
- ~ *1864 sq. ft.
LT, *Outbuilding with

*Sided * Solar *3 Baths

Private Driveway . “Like New” P
“Perfect for Your . 2 I_(Iiar (li)arage ike *elwA roperty
_ _ Office or Business Vi 4t ejlt umps 31p o che
1C1or Ave resco ane
8 New Spencer Road $769,000 $455,000 $475,000

ERA Key Realty

ssssssss SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWIICE FOR CUSTOMER
Lead Removal busingsses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate. LD & SOLD DOARVOLME
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

> SOLD & SOLD DOLLIAR VOLUME 5
g ERA HALL OF FAME - g

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE
PROBLEMS” INVENTORY DOWN, E Wh.eﬂ
ReMax Professional Associates Xperience
Licansed in MA & CT LIS TINGS WANTED b pan d
We need properties to sell - any type! NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL!"! o c mmi tment
Conrad Allen CALL ME FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS o Matter
callent 9§5@aol com Ask about the Homes for Heroes Reward :
and See if Your Community Service Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
gEIHAx Jo-Ann (Nedroscik® Qualiﬁesfor an Award ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame
R E / M A x Szymczak | . . — 508.612.1382
CRS, GRI, SRES ¥ ReMax Vision Y B (72 rermax MESRealty.com
RE/MAX Professional Associates 508-943-7669 Wt - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 == =—MIS '\\' Hletan /‘I ,y' X
774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT| - Mary@WillSellit.com
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EDITORIAL

Back to

school,
back to

VIEWPOINT

THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor
Brendan Berube at THE WEBSTER TiIMES — news@stonebridgepress.news

Courtesy

Congratulations are in order for Emmeline Curtis and Nolan B. for reaching their goal of
completing the “1,000 Books Before Kindergarten” program at the Pearle L. Crawford

Memorial Library this August.

Way to go, Emmeline and Nolan! The 1,000 Books

Foundation’s mission is to promote reading to newborns, infants, and toddlers, and to
encourage parent and child bonding through reading. The 1,000 BBK challenge at the
Crawford Library is funded by the Friends of the Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library.

community  Welcome to our
Greek Festival!

As the first yellow buses rumble
down our roads and the leaves begin
their slow turn toward autumn, fam-
ilies across the region are preparing
for another school year. For some, it’s
the excitement of a child stepping into
a kindergarten classroom for the first
time. For others, it’s the nervous pride
of watching a senior set out on their last
first day. Whatever the stage, the back-
to-school season is more than a turning
of the calendar—it’s a reminder of how
deeply education is woven into the fab-
ric of community life.

Our schools are more than buildings
where lessons are taught. They are liv-
ing centers of connection, growth, and
shared identity. Friday night football
games bring neighbors together across
generations. Elementary school art
shows brighten the walls of libraries
and town halls. School concerts, plays,
and robotics competitions showcase not
only student talent but also the quiet
dedication of teachers, parents, and vol-
unteers who make them possible.

In a time when rural towns across
Massachusetts face tough questions
about growth, development, and how
to preserve their character, investing in
our schools remains one of the surest
ways to safeguard our future. A strong
school system makes our towns more
attractive to families, sustains property
values, and—most importantly—gives
our young people the skills and con-
fidence to succeed, whether they stay
here close to home or venture farther
afield.

But education is not only the respon-
sibility of educators and administra-
tors. It is the work of an entire commu-
nity. Parents can play a part by attend-
ing open houses, volunteering in class-
rooms, or joining booster clubs. Local
businesses can help by offering intern-
ships, sponsoring youth programs, or
donating expertise. Retirees, too, can
lend their time and wisdom—whether
tutoring, reading to young children, or
serving on school committees.

And itisn’tjustabout giving. It’s about
showing up. When we fill the bleachers
at a game, clap at a school play, or stop to
congratulate a student we know in the
grocery store, we send a powerful mes-
sage: You matter. What you do matters.
We are proud of you. That encourage-
ment shapes character just as surely as
any textbook.

This year, as the school doors open
once again, let’s make a renewed com-
mitment to support our students and
those who guide them. Let’s remember
that every investment of time, energy,
and attention we give to our schools is
an investment in the long-term vitality
of our local communities.

Back-to-school is not just about the
children returning to class. It’s about all
of us returning—returning to a sense
of shared purpose, shared responsibili-
ty, and shared pride in the place we call
home.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

Welcome! You are invited t0  jegma

our Saints Constantine and
Helen Church’s annual Greek
Festival, happening in Webster
this Saturday and Sunday,
Sept 6-7. It is time when our
Church Family welcomes you,
the larger Webster and Central
Massachusetts/Northeast
Connecticut communities, to

we’'ve been doing for the past
18 years during which we have
sent over 170 people to travel to
Tijuana, Mexico to build homes
for families in need through the
organization Project Mexico.
We've had the blessing to build
12 homes over those years
which have changed the lives of
the families there.

come and share with us in a BEYOND As a new school year begins,
weekend of delicious food, fun, our Church offered 100 back-
faith, and celebration. THE packs and supplies to our local

We are a Church that was schools. We will also give away
founded 106 years ago by PEWS 100 Thanksgiving baskets and

immigrants from Greece and

turkeys with gift cards to the

Albania. For many decades, By Fr. Luke Schools to help families enjoy
when our people felt margin- A ygronis ~ the holidays in November, as
alized by society as despised SAINTS well as offer support during the
immigrants, our Church acted Christmas season. Our Church
as a safe haven for parishio- CONSTANTINE g algo involved in a prison min-
ners to gather together, wor- AND HELEN istry.

ship God in their own native GREEK Our Saints Constantine and
tongue, feel comfortable speak- ORTHODOX Helen Church Family feels
ing their own language, main- CHURCH deeply blessed with God’s love
tain their ethnic traditions, WEBSTEI; and riches, and with the trea-

and remember their homeland
and heritage.

The community would gather during
the summer and hold a Church picnic,
with everyone cooking their favorite
Greek foods and baking delicious pas-
tries. Everyone enjoyed an afternoon
where it felt like they were back home
in the old country.

In the early 1980s, some of our parish-
ioners thought it would be wonderful to
share the treasures of our faith and her-
itage with our neighbors and co-work-
ers, giving people around town the
opportunity to “Taste Greece for a Day.”
Thus, began the tradition of our annual
Greek Festival, a hallmark for the town
of Webster, which is always held on the
weekend following Labor Day.

Our parishioners offer a labor of love
for weeks prior to the Festival baking
pastries in their homes, coming togeth-
er at the church to share in fellowship
as they cook and bake all our delicious
foods and treats.

We have a loving, warm, and welcom-
ing Church Family that loves to offer it’s
Christ-centered hospitality to all people.
Yet, we don’t want to only share our
ethnic traditions and treasures. We also
want to show everyone the love that we
have for our neighbors. Our festival is
just as much about our Greek Orthodox
Christian Faith as it is about our Greek
food and heritage. Jesus Christ teaches
us that the greatest two commandments
in life are to love God with all our heart,
soul, mind, and strength, and to love
our neighbor as ourselves. Our Festival
is one of the ways our Church Family
shares its love with our neighbor.

Of course, we strive to show our love
for neighbor in many other ways. On
the first Saturday of every month at
12:30 p.m., we offer our Living Bread
Luncheon. This is a delicious home
cooked meal offered to whomever wants
to come for a special treat in a warm
hospitable atmosphere. We typically get
between 70-90 people, many elderly, who
come and enjoy a day out. Many of our
guests actually come an hour or two
before the meal, simply to enjoy coffee,
pastries, and a warm, friendly atmo-
sphere of love. Everyone is welcome!

Recently, our Church participated in
Habitat for Humanity, helping to build
affordable housing for low-income fam-
ilies. This is a local way to imitate what

sures of the priceless ancient
faith of the original Church.
Thus, we try to share our blessings with
the community at large.

Sometimes people ask us if only
Greeks can be a part of our Church,
or if our church services are in Greek.
Of course not! Our Church in Webster
was founded by immigrant Greeks and
Albanians and some of the members of
our Church Family are third, fourth,
and fifth generation family members
of the original founders. The majority
of our community, however, are peo-
ple who have come to our church over
the past 20 years from all backgrounds
and ethnicities. Just these past two
Sundays, we had 12 adults who discov-
ered Orthodox Christianity and were
baptized or chrismated into our Church
Family. We are a Church that welcomes
everyone to “come and see” and discov-
er a loving community of faith in which
you can grow in your relationship with
our Lord Jesus Christ.

I often preach and remind our people
that it doesn’t matter what you believe,
what your lifestyle is, what mistakes
you’ve made in life, or where you're at or
not at in your journey of faith. Everyone
is welcome to come and discover a beau-
tiful faith community which will love
you, support you, encourage you, and
help you fulfill your divine potential.
Everyone is invited to come and begin a
journey of transformation and change.

When one enters into the Church, no
one should stay as they are. We believe
that one’s faith journey is a journey into
union with God, where we fulfill the
potential that He has placed in us from
the moment that we were conceived in
the womb of our mothers. This is what
makes our Journey of Faith so exciting.
It’s a journey without end into the eter-
nal glory of God.

So, “Come and See.” Come to our
Greek Festival September 6 and 7 and
enjoy the delicious food, pastries, Greek
dancers, Gift Shop, Church Tours,
Cafenio, Children’s Booth, Center Table,
and Raffles. “Come and See” our Church
also any Sunday morning, joining us for
worship. We hope to see you soon!

You can go to our Church Web site,
www.schwebster.org, for the details
of our upcoming festival and for our
church calendar to come and visit us
anytime!

LLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A thank you

To the Editor:

I would like to thank Dudley Library
Director Nicole Messier and the library
staff for allowing the Dudley Senior 13
Card Pitch League the use of the Fels
Community Room while the Dudley
Senior Center was closed for renova-

tions. This gave me the opportunity to
continue the enjoyment of my weekly
card playing.
I appreciate the library staff’s cooper-
ation and hospitality.
GARY BARONOSKI
DubpLEY

[Latest
quction
News

It’s been over a month since my last
auction news update. As usual, there is
alot to catch up on beginning with some
news from the United Kingdom.

Auction staffers found a rare book
while appraising
items in a Bristol,
England estate. A
book specialist was
looking through
a “run of the mill
bookcase” when
she spotted the rare
book, according to

ANTIOUE the Smithsonian
NTIQUES, Magazine. She recog-
COLLECTIBLES nized the pale green
book with mountains

. .&.E.ST.M.‘ES. . and a dragon as “the
WAYNE TUISKULA Hobbit.” When the

book was first pub-

lished in 1937 the
author, JR.R. Tolkien, designed the
cover with eagles soaring over forests
and mountains. Tolkien also created
ten black and white illustrations. There
were 1,500 copies of the first edition
printed with a few hundred now cur-
rently known. The book was missing
the dust jacket and had faded over the
years. Despite this, it sold for nearly
$57,000.

It seems like every year I write about a
new sports memorabilia auction record.
A new sports card auction record was
set by the “2007-08 Upper Deck Exquisite
Collection Dual Logoman Autographs
Jordan & Bryant card, numbered 1-of-1”
card. Collector Matt Allen and Canadian
investor Kevin O’Leary (known as “Mr.
Wonderful” on the “Shark Tank” televi-
sion show) were the winning bidders.
Upper Deck first issued “Exquisite”
cards for $500 for five cards during their
2003-2004 release. This is one of the first
times that patches and signatures were
used with a card, according to ESPN.
The card sold for $12.932 million, eclips-
ing the $12.6 million paid for a 1952
Topps Mickey Mantle card in 2022.

In upcoming auction news, over 1,000
Hollywood props are hitting the auction
block this week. One of the highlights of
the auction is Tobey Maguire’s Spider-
Man costume from the 2002 movie that
is estimated to bring between $100,000
and $200,000. The Batman suit worn
by Michael Keaton in the 1989 Batman
movie is expected to bring from $250,000
to $500,000. The bullwhip, belt, and
whip holster used by Harrison Ford in
“Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade”
also has a $250,000 to $500,000 estimate.
After some vetting, a lightsaber thought
to have been used by Darth Vader was
confirmed to be authentic. The lightsa-
ber was created from a camera flash.
Plastic strips were added, and it was
modified to hold a blade, according to
CBS. Estimated at $3 million, the “Star
Wars” saber is sure to be the highlight
of the auction.

We are offering some film props and
clothing in a one collector Laurel and
Hardy memorabilia online auction
that is currently running. The online
Pennsylvania transportation museum
auction ends on September 9th. A one
collector Civil War memorabilia auc-
tion will be online next month. Future
auctions will include gold jewelry, ster-
ling silver, art, and advertising signs,
along with a wide variety of other items
from multiple estates. We are always
accepting valuable pieces and collec-
tions for upcoming sales. Please visit
our website https://centralmassauc-
tions.com for links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for auc-
tion information at: Wayne Tuiskula
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique, Collectibles
Auctions and Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com or (508-612-
6111).
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Planting Bulbs this Season for Spring Flowers

Following a long
New England winter,
few signs of spring are
more welcome than the
first sprouts of green
popping up in a barren
garden. The promise
of a season of beautiful
blooms, the tiny shoots
are the gardeners reward
of a past autumn spent
preparing and planting.
Experts agree fall
offers ideal conditions
to plant perennials. In
fact, autumn is the pre-
ferred time to plant
spring blooming bulbs.
Therefore, it’s time once
again to review a begin-
ner’s guide to preparing,
planning and planting
bulbs now for a flourish
of flowers come spring.

*%

Choosing Choice Bulbs

If you are selecting
bulbs in bulk, such as
loose bulbs offered at
discount garden centers,
it’s important to follow
a few rules of thumb.
Typically, big bulbs pro-
duce the largest blooms
and may yield more flow-
ers, therefore, it may be
worth the cost to pay a
bit more for good sized,
healthy bulbs. However,
if you are on a budget
and have the time to wait,
smaller bulbs will even-

tually increase in size
and bloom each year.
When choosing a bulb,
look for those that are
firm and plump. Hold
them in your palm and
select bulbs that feel
heavy for their size. Avoid
bulbs with bruises, spots
or signs of mold. And
steer clear of soft, mushy
and lightweight bulbs.
Sprouting bulbs may indi-
cate a bulb that has been
in storage for a long time.
%%

Planning a
Flower Garden
A little thought and
preparation go a long
way in reaping the bene-
fits of a successful spring
and summer flower gar-
den. The planning you
take time for in the fall
will be apparent when
the flower garden plant-
ings burst with color
and texture next year.
Know your flowers before
you plan to plant. While
most bulbs require an
area where there is full
sun, other varieties
such as the iris and cro-
cus enjoy some shade
after blooming. For best
results select a location
in full sun or sun with
morning shade only. Well
drained soil is a requi-
site for flower bulbs. If

KAREN
TRAINOR

you have poor soil, raised
flower beds may be an
effective alternative.

* *
For best results, design
your garden with pen and
paper first, mapping out
the size of the beds and
the flowers to scale. Keep
in mind color, texture and
fragrance are all import-
ant factors when decid-
ing on a particular flower
garden plan. Plotting a
garden plan is an exciting
chore, and there are some
basic rules that ensure a
pleasant mix of color for
a showy display. Notice
how a clump of daffodils
and tulips are much more
charming than a tidy row
of the springtime flowers.
The eye is drawn toward
the burst of color when
these flowers are situat-
ed in generous groups of
plantings. Be sure to take
an accurate bulb count
of such large splashes of
plantings. Your layout
plan should also include

HinT

using flower bulbs as
accents in perennial
beds, or to fill in rock
gardens or as an interest-
ing border to greenery.
Be sure to plan for extra
bulbs to fill in areas or to
add as landscape accents.

* *

For an interesting mix,
merge short plants with
tall specimens to give
variety and depth as well
as differing textures.
And don’t underestimate
the power of fragrance.
Nothing is more delight-
ful than a pathway of
floral scents welcoming
visitors to your door!
You should also decide
if you want to plan out
every aspect of planting
a semi formal garden,
or if you choose instead
to toss convention and
bulbs to the wind, plant-
ing bulbs the natural
way, thus creating a natu-
ral sprinkling of blooms.
Scaling plants to the bed
is another important fac-
tor when plotting your
plan. A simple rule to
follow is to keep in mind
the tallest plant in an
island flower bed should
have a mature height that
is equal to about half the
width of the bed. Place
these plants in the cen-
ter, so they can be viewed

Lrom anger to strength

We've all had those
moments—the ones
where your blood goes
from zero to boiling in
two seconds flat. You're
cool, calm, and collected
until you’re not. It could
be the driver who cuts
you off or the co-work-
er who sends a “quick
email” at 4:59 p.m. Maybe
it’s that person with a dif-
ferent political opinion
than yours. It’s different
for everyone, but some-
times we lose control!

There’s a part of your
brain called the amyg-
dala—two little almond-
shaped clusters buried
deep in your head, respon-
sible for fight or flight
mode. Whenever you lose
control, the amygdala
presses the panic button.
Stress signals flood your
body. Heart rate spikes.
Cortisol surges. Rational
thought goes out the win-
dow, and you’re in fight
mode.

The amygdala is like
a built-in alarm system,
constantly scanning for
threats. It’s the reason our
ancestors ran from saber-
toothed tigers instead of
trying to pet them.

You’d think letting it
all out would make you
feel better, like releas-
ing steam from a pres-
sure valve—but it’s not
really like that. After a
moment of rage, your
brain doesn’t just cool off.
It can stay locked in fight
mode for hours. During

that time, your logi-
cal thinking is foggy,
you are emotionally

PosITIvELY

chronic anger lit-
erally weakens the
brain circuits tied

reactive, and even SPEAKING to empathy and
your memory and self-control. The
ability to learn drop JSSEE amygdala causes
dramatically. your fight response

Why? Because to grow more dom-
when the amygdala inant, while the

floods your system with
stress signals, it hijacks
the prefrontal cortex—
the part of your brain
responsible for reasoning,
planning, and impulse
control. That’s why you
say things you regret, or
make decisions that feel
smart in the moment but
dumb five minutes later.

The brain is like clay—
it reshapes itself based
on what you do over and
over. Every time you snap,
you're carving a deeper
groove in that “anger
pathway.” The more you
use it, the stronger it gets.
Which means the next
outburst comes faster,
with less provocation.

It’s like lifting weights
for the wrong muscle.
The more reps you put
in, the bulkier that anger
response becomes. Or like
watering weeds instead
of flowers—pretty soon
the weeds take over, chok-
ing out everything else.

Over time, your fuse
shortens. You become
easier to trigger. People
start tiptoeing around
you, because they don’t
know what version of
you they’re going to get.
To add insult to injury,

prefrontal cortex loses
influence. The result? You
become more impulsive,
less compassionate, and
stuck in a loop where
anger trains the brain to
get angrier.

But let’s look on the
bright side! When you
pause, take a breath, and
decide not to blow your
top, you're doing more
than just “holding it
together”—you’re actual-
ly retraining your brain.
That moment of restraint
activates your prefrontal
cortex—the part of your
brain responsible for
judgment, impulse con-
trol, and higher reason-
ing. At the same time, it
signals the amygdala to
calm down, which lowers
stress hormones such as
cortisol and adrenaline.

The more often you do
this, the stronger those
calm, rational circuits
become. You’ll find your-
self less over-reactive,
more compassionate,
and better at handling
conflict. Neuroscientists
refer to this as emotional
regulation—your ability
to feel the surge but not
get swept up by it. It’s like
building a stronger inner

pilot who can take back
the wheel from that rag-
ing chimp in your head.

If the payoffs to
restraint weren’t obvious,
there are other benefits as
well. People tend to trust
and respect those who
stay steady when others
lose control. Cooler heads
don’t just prevail—they
lead.

Regulating your out-
bursts is essential, no
matter what—but espe-
cially if you're leading an
organization or a family.
Keeping calm isn’t just
about appearances; it
keeps your brain in an
optimal state where you
can make wise decisions,
guide others with clari-
ty, and earn respect that
lasts. Have you noticed?
The strongest leaders—
the ones people trust
most—are typically those
who remain calm under
pressure.

So next time your blood
starts to boil, hit pause.
Walk into the other room,
close your eyes, and
breathe for a few minutes.
That’s how you train your
brain for strength instead
of weakness. Anyone can
lose it—real power is stay-
ing calm.

Toby Moore is a colum-
nist, the star of Emmy
- Nominated A Separate
Peace, and the CEO of
Cubestream Inc.

from all sides. Also
remember to take into
account plants that grow
and expand quickly.

*

Color is another major
consideration when
planting your bulbs. If
you want your garden to
be a showcase all season,
select a variety of bulbs
that flower during early,
middle and late spring
and summer for a con-
tinuous burst of color.
Just as in the home, in
the garden bed cool colors
seem to recede and warm
colors appear to come for-
ward. To make a small
garden area appear larger
and more spacious, plant
flowers in cool, light col-
ors. As a general rule
white goes a long way in
a garden bed, but if you
use a lot of white flow-
ers in an area, consider
adding a dramatic splash
of bright red or bright
pink or purple for visual
contrast. And, remember,
if you are growing flow-
ers to cut and bring the
blooms indoors, choose
colors that will go with
the decor of your home,
as well as harmonize with
one another in the garden.
Gardens, in fact, are
often planned around
color. The ambiance
of your outdoor living
space is determined by
color and your choices
decide whether your gar-
den flowers contrast or
complement each other
which can result in either
a subtle hue of color or a
spectacular show of bril-
liant blooms. The former,
which relies on soft pas-
tels to make a statement
in the flower garden, is
often achieved through
monochromatic plan-
ning. Choosing flowers
of all the same color fam-
ily may offer a soothing
garden setting. Interest is
accomplished by provid-
ing varying textures and
flower heights in mono-
chromatic pastel gardens.
For a more showy gar-
den, eye catching bright
reds, yellows, purples
and whites take center
stage in a flower bed.
Such contrasting colors
can be often be achieved
with little effort simply
by matching up opposite
colors on the standard
color wheel.

*%

Planting Prep: Planting
time varies depending
on location, but here in
the Northeast it ranges
from September until as
long as the soil can be
worked, usually around
the end of October.
Prepare your bed by mak-
ing sure soil is properly
fertilized. Be sure to dig
out the soil to the prop-
er depth. Loosen the soil
and if you choose, add a
bulb booster to the soil.
Bulbs should be plant-
ed with pointed side up.
Place them firmly, yet

gently, into the ground.
Cover the bulbs loosely
with soil, water light-
ly and add a layer of
mulch. . Typically, bulbs
should be planted three
times as deep as the
bulb is wide. In sandy
soils, you can plant a lit-
tle deeper, and in heavy
soils you can dig a slight-
ly shallower hole. Bulbs
should be spaced approx-
imately a width twice
the diameter of the bulb.
Note: Tulips should be
planted one inch deeper
then indicated if the soil
is not too heavy and their
location is permanent as
deep rooting can prolong
the effective life of the
tulip bulb.
*%

Forcing bulbs
Forcing bulbs indoors
allows the impatient gar-
dener to enjoy springtime
blooms during the winter
season. Certain bulbs,
such as the narcissus and
hyacinth lend themselves
to forced budding.

To do: Drop a bulb into
a glass jar and fill with
water and small peb-
bles until the water level
reaches the base of the
bulb. Position the jar in
a sunny window. Water
must remain at the same
level, so add moisture as
needed. To prevent mold,
change the water period-
ically.

*%

Win a Three Course
Dinner for Two at the
Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
(or whenever I receive
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner
for two at the renowned
restaurant, located on
Route 131 across the
town common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

*%

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that has
worked for you? Do you
have a question regard-
ing household or garden
matters? If so, why not
share them with read-
ers of Stonebridge Press
newspapers? Send ques-
tions and/or hints to:
Take the Hint!, C/o the
Southbridge Evening
News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

Communty
Connection

ABryzee

‘Gandle ‘Go.

559 Main Street
Fiskdale, Unit LL

https://bryzeecandleco.com
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JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

PROPANE

PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MCEPRAL Tanks Filled

- East Brookfield, Massachusetts

(0Eh( —— $5.70 300-500........c.en $255 10 80%
- 50-75 $3.40 500 PLUS .. $240 )
S p ecla I 1ZIn g 75150 s $3.05 Duel FUel one $375  Driver
150-300........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media 1 G

in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ D

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eThursday price 8/28/25 was s2-99 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com
3

“Gall Us First!” ,

*prices subject to change i

e R

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

e e e e e
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OBITUARIES

Arthur P. Daskowski, 76

1 WEBSTER -
= = M Arthur P “Art”
== Daskowski, 76, died
- V| Wednesday, August
: ' 20, 2025 at home sur-

rounded by the love
of his family after

an illness. His wife
of 56 years, Pauline
R. “P” (Verdone)
Daskowski died in April.
He leaves 2 sons, Thomas “TJ”

Daskowski of Webster and Todd M.
Daskowski and his wife April A. of
Chicago, IL; he was a proud “Poppy”
to his 2 grandchildren, Ty and Olivia
“Livy” Daskowski; 2 sisters-in-law,
Johnna Lussier and her husband
Richard of Webster and Jean Silvestri;
2 brothers-in-law, Thomas Verdone of
Dudley and Emile Malboeuf of Webster;
a sister, Deborah Patrowicz and her
husband Richard of Thompson, CT;
He was “Uncle A” to many nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by
his sister Sandra Avalos and his sis-
ter-in-law Roberta “Bobbie” Malboeuf.
He was born in Webster on February
22, 1949 and raised there, a son of Paul
and Julia (Kuchar) Daskowski and
was a 1967 graduate of Bartlett High
School. He received his Bachelor’s
of Business from Nichols College.
Mr. Daskowski first worked for
Goff & Cagan, C.PA. in Worcester,
he then was the plant manager for
General Spring in Oxford, later the
general manager for Imperial Spring
Company in Southington, CT, and in
retirement delivered cars for Long

Subaru in Webster.
He also worked as a
funeral assistant for
Sitkowski, Malboeuf
& Hickey Funeral
Home and Scanlon
Funeral Service,
both of Webster. He
fully retired in 2020.
Arthur was a veteran
of the United States Marine Corps,
serving during the Vietnam Era. He
was a lifetime member of the Polish
American Veterans.

He was a communicant of Saint
Louis Church. His greatest joys were
his sons and grandchildren.

A memorial Mass will be held on
Saturday, September 6 at 11:00 AM in
Saint Louis Church, 14 Lake Street,
Webster (please meet at church). Burial
with military honors provided by the
Webster-Dudley Veterans Council will
be in Saint Joseph Garden of Peace,
Webster. Funeral arrangements are
under the direction of Sitkowski,
Malboeuf & Hickey Funeral Home,
340 School Street, Webster. Pauline
and Arthur were able to adopt their
sons through the Catholic Charities,
because of this, it was their wish that
donations in his memory be made to
Catholic Charities, 10 Hammond Street,
Worcester, MA 01610 or to Saint Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St.
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105, or to
the Wounded Warrior Project, P.O. Box
758516, Topeka, KS 66675-8516.

www.websterfunerals.com

Wayne “Curly” E. Demers, 64

SUTTON/
OXFORD - Wayne
“Curly” F. Demers,
64, of Charlton, and
formerly of Oxford
and Sutton, passed
away on Thursday,
August 21, 2025, in
his home after a
brief illness.

He is survived by his wife of 42 years,
Susan M. (Nestor) Demers of Charlton;
four children, Alison E. O’Neill and
her partner Benjamin Cormier
of Charlton, Nicholas P. Demers of
Oxford, Nathan F. Demers and his fian-
cée Jessica Gilmore of Sturbridge, and
Patrick W. Demers of Charlton; two
grandchildren, Brady P. O’Neill and
Aubrey E. O’Neill, both of Charlton;
two brothers, Kevin Demers and his
wife April of Douglas, and Jeffrey
Demers and his wife Jana of Dudley;
and many brothers- and sisters-in-law,
nephews and nieces. He was prede-
ceased by his son-in-law, Jack O’Neill;

and his mother’s long-term partner,
Harold “Biz” Konkol.

He was born in Northbridge, son
of the late Adelard G. and Joyce A.
(Guertin) Demers. He was raised in
Sutton and lived in Oxford before retir-
ing to Charlton.

Curly worked at Aggregate Industries
in Shrewsbury for over 30 years, retir-
ing in 2018. He was a member of the
Teamsters Local 170 in Worcester. In
retirement, Curly was a sought-after
stone mason who built walls through-
out Massachusetts. He enjoyed hunt-
ing, fishing, antiquing, farm animals
and farm equipment. He liked tractors,
cars, and anything with a motor. He
will be remembered as a hard-working
man who liked to have fun, and who
valued family above everything.

Memorial calling hours are Saturday;,
November 8, 2025, from 10:00 am to 12:00
noon at Paradis-Givner Funeral Home,
357 Main St., Oxford. A prayer service
will be held on Saturday at the conclu-
sion of calling hours.

Robert S. Kokernak, 95

WEBSTER - Robert
S. Kokernak, 95, died
Wednesday, August
27, 2025 at home in
the presence of his
family. His wife of
63 years, Lorraine B.
(Savageau) Kokernak,
died in 2018.

He leaves a son,
Gary R. Kokernak and his wife
Christine of Dudley; a daughter; Kim
B. Fafard of Webster; 3 grandchildren,
TIan M. Fafard and his wife Nicole of
Oxford, Tyler G. Kokernak and his
wife Moria of Sturbridge, and Drew
R. Kokernak of Dudley; a great-grand-
son, Nathan M. Fafard; many neph-
ews and nieces. He was preceded in
death by 2 brothers, Morris Ashley and
Walter Kokernak and by 2 sisters, Alice
Grzelecki and Eleanor Gadoury.

He was born in Webster on May
6, 1930, a son of Stephen and Bertha
(Fuchs) Kokernak and attended the for-
mer Bartlett High School Trade School.

He served in the
United States Marine
Corps during the
Korean Conflict.

Mr. Kokernak
first worked at
Cranston Print
Works Company and
then for 15 years for
Reliable Painters in
Dudley, He retired as an assembler at
Jamesbury Corporation in 1995.

He was a Jack of All Trades and
master of several. He enjoyed garden-
ing, hunting, fishing and camping. He
loved to assemble model ships. His life
centered on his family, particularly his
grandchildren and great-grandson.

No funeral services are planned.
Donations in his name may be made
to VNA Care, 67 Millbrook Street,
Suite 500 North, Worcester, MA 01606.
Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of Sitkowski, Malboeuf & Hickey
Funeral Home, 340 School Street.

www.websterfunerals.com

Send all obituary notices to
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90,

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail -
to obits@stonebridgepress.news '
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Students named to Western New England
Unuversity’s Spring Dean’s List
SPRINGFIELD — Western New England University (WNE) takes immense pride

in recognizing the outstanding academic achievements of over 790 students who
have been named to the Dean’s List for the Spring 2025 semester.

Abigail Alicandro of North Oxford
Alyssa Clemence of Dudley

Carter Coughlin of Dudley

Kiana Tonkin of Dudley

Western New England University (WNE) is a private, nationally ranked, compre-
hensive institution with a focus on preparing work-ready and world-ready gradu-
ates. Founded in 1919 in Springfield, Massachusetts as a division of Northeastern
College, WNE’s 215-acre suburban campus serves more than 3,700 students, includ-
ing over 2,500 full-time undergraduates. More than 47,000 alumni have earned
degrees through its 90+ undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs at
Colleges of Arts and Sciences, Business, Engineering, and Pharmacy and Health
Sciences, and School of Law. Students come from 39 U.S. states and territories and
23 countries. Of 45,104 living alumni, 30% remain within the region, residing in the
four Western Massachusetts counties and northern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among nationally ranked universities in US News and World
Report, and among the Top 100 Undergraduate Engineering programs, and in the
Doctoral/Professional Universities category in the Carnegie Classification of

Institutions of Higher Education.

Pourings & Passages: Books

leading a local renaissance
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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

While education can
lead to an intellectual
renaissance, physical
bookstores can do the
same economically.

That, at least, could be
said of Main Street in
Danielson, where one of
the earlier establishments
was Pourings & Passages

in April of 2021.
“Main Street was
dead,” but since then

about a dozen stores and
restaurants have opened
in their neighborhood,
store owner Jim Weigel
said.

Unlike many stores,
this one’s entirely
non-profit, with all of
its 30 staff being volun-
teers, including Weigel,
and all of the thou-
sands of books being
donated. But like many,
it’s a labor of Ilove,
something Weigel said
he’d “always wanted”
to do while spending 37
years as a school librar-
ian. Over the years, he’d
been running book sales
for St James School, and
a friend said “you have
to get a brick and mortar.
... I've been learning con-
stantly on the job.”

These days, that seems
to fly in the face of inter-
net dominance of market-
ing, especially in books.
He noted Amazon’s rise
led to the demise of most
of the nation’s indepen-
dent bookstores, although
there’s been some resur-
gence inrecent years. Now
there are about 2400 indie
bookstores nationwide —
a “staggering statistic”
when there are 2000 cof
feeshops in Connecticut
alone, he said.

Pourings & Passages
is part coffeeshop in the
sense you can get a coffee
from the coffeemaker if
you want one. It doesn’t
have a counter for that
purpose, although count-
ers and displays around
the store feature locally
made jewelry, crafts from
St James folks, giant sea-
shells, half-done puzzles,
Killingly students’ art,
fancy tableware, toys and
teddy bears, among other
things.

Those are interspersed
with what Weigel’s calls
their “main mission”
— the books themselves,
shelved through seven
rooms, one of them “The
Man Cave.” That’s where
automotive, firefighting,
policing, and home repair
books are.

Some visitors know
that room once had a very
different life. It was the
fitting room for the site’s
previous incarnation as
a bridal shop. It’s become
one of the various rep-
resentations of Weigel’s
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The store as seen from the street corner.
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sense of humor on subtle
display around the store.

As you’d expect with
thousands of books,
there’s a broad spectrum
of topics — pretty much
anything from kids’ ear-
liest picture books to
archaeology, local authors
to famous world names,
a fair amount of politics
(which he noted doesn’t
move well right now), his-
tory, crafts, foreign lan-
guages, and loads of cook-
books, spiritual books,
and children’s books.

One of the latter stood
out as the store’s most
successful author event:
Allison Silver’s “Book of
Sam’s Dreams” sold 72
copies in a couple hours.
Like other local authors’
books, that sells for the
retail price, and Weigel
noted many authors give
the store a share of the
earnings or donate the
copies entirely. (Most of
the store’s used books go
for a few bucks apiece.)

Although the place rais-
es funds for St James -
he aims to donate $25,000
a year — Weigel noted
that he’s sometimes had
people complain about
a few of the books they
offer, objecting they’re
not Catholic. He makes a
point of saying Pourings
& Passages is not a reli-
gious bookstore, and talk-
ed about some of his expe-
riences with past efforts
to censor books (which he
strongly opposes, noting
“The good guys never ban
books”).

One of them was Judy
Blume’s “Forever,” which
one parent of a school
he worked in got the
administration to require
students to get parental
permission to read. He
recalled the students
themselves got creative
about circumventing that

— they obtained several
copies and set up their
own lending library for
just that book.

“Every adolescent
kid needs to read this
because they shouldn’t
get their information
from their friends or a
back alley,” Weigel said,
describing the book as
“extremely well written.”

Since they rely on dona-
tions — and a couple boxes
of them came in while we
talked — and don’t order
books, they can’t guaran-
tee any particular book
will be available, but do
take a list of ones clients
are seeking. Weigel noted
he discards quite a few
because of condition and
refuses those that smell
like the attic or basement.
But he’s also seen some
unusual titles sell despite
being in not-good shape,
since the buyers were
seeking their informa-
tion.

“Whenever I open a box
of books, I do my Snoopy
dance,” he noted.

To Weigel, although
bookstores are “a very
risky business” normally,
this one has the “perfect”
business model, since it’s
all-volunteer and all-dona-
tion-based, in a place with
“a very reasonable rent”
for five years. He has
started getting some calls
lately from people seeking
to sell books because of
the slowing economy, but
he turns them down, and
noted even other places
that normally do buy are
refusing or only offering
store credit.

Despite that, he said he
thinks “used bookstores
tend to do well in econom-
ic downturns because
they can still afford to
buy used books,” and is
looking forward to the
store’s 10th anniversary
in November.

“I love when kids come
in to get books,” he added.
“That’s the best part.”

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

GROUP

continued from page Al

attendees of each focus
group to check in receiv-
ing an additional raffle
ticket

This event is open to
the public and aims to
bring community mem-
bers together to help
shape tools that empow-

er individuals to better
detect and respond to
fraudulent activity.

“Scams are becoming
increasingly sophisticat-
ed and harder to spot,”
said Joe Vaudreuil of
Tri-Valley, Inc. “We’re
excited to partner with
SilverShield to equip
our community with the
tools and knowledge they
need to stay protected and

informed. We're thrilled
to offer this opportunity
to older adults and care-
givers in our communi-
ty to have their voices
heard.”

To sign up for a focus
group, participants
can register directly at
https://forms.gle/eLXiR-
fcz6UCDrnVz9.
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Three ways to preserve the beauty of your summer garden

Melinda Myers

Lay flat-faced flowers, like these Shasta daisies, face down on a flat

surface to dry.

Fall is quickly approach-
ing and as you prepare for
the change of seasons, con-
sider preserving some of
your summer garden’s beau-
ty. Photograph, dry, or press a
few of your favorite flowers to
enjoy and share with others.

Cell phone cameras have
greatly improved and allow

even novice photographers
the opportunity to capture the
beauty of their gardens and
favorite plants. Visit your gar-
den in the early morning or
evening when the light tends to
be perfect for taking pictures.
Try focusing on a favorite flow-
er, bouquet or garden that you
love. Watch how plant shapes,

colors and textures contrast
and combine to create pockets
of beauty in the garden.

Harvest and dry some of
your favorite flowers for dried
arrangements and crafts. Pick
the flowers when they are at
peak bloom and dry them. Cut
the flowers midday when they
contain less moisture, reduc-
ing the dry time.

Use a bypass pruner or gar-
den scissors to cut the stems
above a set of healthy leaves.
Remove the foliage and gath-
er them into small bundles.
Secure the stems with rubber
bands. They will contract when
the stems shrink and continue
to hold the stems tightly. Use
a spring-loaded clothespin to
hang the bundles from a hang-
er, clothesline or nail. Allow
the flowers to dry in a warm,
dark, dust-free location.

Lay flat-faced flowers, like
daisies, face down on a flat sur-
face to dry since they tend to
close a bit when hung upside
down. Simply cut off the stem
and place the flowers face down
on newspaper or craft paper
in a warm, dry location. Once
dried, you can glue them in
place or use florist wire to cre-
ate stems for arranging.

Be sure to pick a few seed-
pods and seedheads from

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

perennials and ornamental
grasses. Allow them to dry
on the plants, harvest and use
them to add interesting texture
and form to your dried flower
arrangements and projects.

Try pressing a few flow-
ers to use for making cards,
gifts, and works of art. Just
place the leaves and flowers
between pieces of craft or sim-
ilar paper in a flower press
or heavy book. You can pur-
chase or make your own flower
press with wood, bolts, wing
nuts, cardboard, and paper. Be
sure to sandwich the flowers
between sufficient layers of
paper to protect the pages of
your book.

Use freshly picked flowers at
their peak of beauty for best
results. Arrange the leaves and
petals as desired before press-
ing, since they will dry the way
you place them.

Once your flowers are placed

in between the paper and pages
of the book, close it, and stack
a few books on top for added
weight. Or evenly tighten the
flower press to apply needed
pressure. Your dried flowers
will be ready in about a month.

Store pressed flowers in
paper envelopes or between
sheets of paper. Place them in
cardboard boxes in a dry loca-
tion until you are ready to cre-
ate your pressed flower project.

As your gardens transition
into fall, look for other flowers,
foliage and seed pods to add
to your dried flower collection.
Continue to photograph your
garden and enjoy the beauty
every change of season pro-
vides.

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening
books, including the Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to Grow
Anything” instant video
series and the nationally syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program. Myers
is a columnist and contributing
editor for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists « Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics « A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Beautiful, Efficient,
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Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

BUILDER

ﬂ%@

B+U+*I*L"*

D+E+*R

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

508-784-1550:

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
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INCORPORATED

Remodeling Expert
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS ¢ DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS
Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
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CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &
CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,

Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation

& Chimney Repair, New

& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
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& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney

(508)752-1003
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HEATING INC.
Commercial,
Residential,

New Construction

369 Main St,
Sted
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@GMAIL.COM

HURLEY
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,
Delivered
GREEN

$250 per corn
Call John at
5089584350

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL#095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards
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OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Water Proofing
Walkways
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work|
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window
Cleaning

Residential
Commerical
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail2il

Interior and Exterior
PowerWashing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest
Craftsmanship
Since 1979

Interior-Exterior

Paints, Stains,

Wallpaper and
Fine Faux Finishes

Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321
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for one low price!
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« Sturbridge Villager
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LEGALS

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Laura L. Fasshauer
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Radius
Financial Group Inc., dated March 20,
2020 and recorded in the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 62099, Page 119, of
which mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, by assignment from:
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Radius Financial Group Inc., its
successors and assigns to JPMorgan
Chase Bank, National Association,
recorded on April 25, 2024, in Book
No. 70432, at Page 61
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National
Association to Selene Finance LP,
recorded on June 20, 2024, in Book
No. 70652, at Page 245
for breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 5:00 PM on September 19,
2025, onthe mortgaged premises locat-
ed at 4 Wysocki Drive, Unit 25, Phase
[ll, Stonegate Condominiums, Dudley,
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all
and singular the premises described in
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
Condominium Unit #25 in Phase Il of
the Stonegate Condominiums, Dudley,
Worcester County, Massachusetts,
a Condominium created pursuant to
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter
183A by Master Deed dated June 2,
1986 and recorded with the Worcester
District Registry of Deeds in Book
9497, Page 150, which unit contains
1,022 square feet and is shown on
the floor plans filed with said Master
Deed and on a copy of a portion
of said plans attached to Unit Deed
recorded in Book 10154, Page 182
and made a part thereof, to which it is
affixed the verified statement of a reg-
istered architect in the form required by
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter
183A, Section 9.
Said Unit is conveyed together with an
undivided 1.78 percent interest in the
common areas and facilities described
in said Master Deed.
Said Unit is conveyed to and with the
benefit of rights and interests recited
in the hereinbelow referenced Deed
and to the provisions of Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 183A.
Said Unit is to be used solely for resi-
dential purposes.
The mailing address of said Unit is
4 Wysocki Drive, Unit 25, Dudley,
Massachusetts 01571.
Being the same premises conveyed to
the herein named mortgagor by deed
recorded with the Worcester District
Registry of Deeds in Book 34534,
Page 306.
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed
recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 34534, Page 306.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions,
easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing
encumbrances of record which are in
force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Five Thousand ($5,000.00)
Dollars by certified or bank check will
be required to be paid by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale. The
balance is to be paid by certified or
bank check at Harmon Law Offices,
P.C., 150 California St., Newton,
Massachusetts 02458, or by mail to
P.O. Box 610389, Newton Highlands,
Massachusetts 02461-0389, within
thirty (30) days from the date of sale.
Deed will be provided to purchaser
for recording upon receipt in full of the
purchase price. The description of the
premises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of an error in
this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced
at the sale.
SELENE FINANCE LP
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
27961
August 29, 2025
September 5, 2025
September 12, 2025

Warrant Article #14 (General) has
been partially approved and no ac-
tion will be taken on Article #15, of
the Special Town Meeting held on
October 21, 2024, from the Attorney
General’s Office on April 25, 2025.

The entire text of this by-law is post-
ed in the following five places in ac-
cordance with G.L c. 40 § 32: Dudley
Municipal Complex, Pearle Craw-
ford Memorial Library, Mason Road
School, Dudley District Court House
and Shepherd Hill High School.
Attest: Lori A. Smith,

Dudley Town Clerk

September 5, 2025

September 12, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the
Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Thomas F
McCain to Manufacturers and Traders
Trust Company, dated October 17,
2022 and recorded in the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 68447, Page 232,
of which mortgage the undersigned is
the present holder, for breach of the
conditions of said mortgage and for
the purpose of foreclosing, the same
will be sold at Public Auction at 5:00
PM on September 26, 2025, on the
mortgaged premises located at 17
Pinehurst Drive, Webster, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, all and sin-
gular the premises described in said
mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land in Webster, Worcester County,
Massachusetts, on the northerly side
of Pinehurst Drive, being shown as
Lot 31 on “Plan No. 1, Subdivision of
Property of Emil DiDonato, Webster,
Massachusetts,” dated March 2, 1953,
recorded with the Worcester District
Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 225,
Plan 114, and bounded and described
as follows:
Beginning at a stake in the northerly
line of said Pinehurst Drive, 75 Feet
easterly on the easterly line of Ellen
Steel, measured along the northerly
line of said Pinehurst Drive:
Thence South 77 degrees 12’ east
by the northerly line of said Pinehurst
Drive, 75 Feet to a stake;
Thence North 12 degrees 48’ east by
Lot 32 a distance of 142.6 Feet to a
stake at land now or formerly of Hector
Patenaude;
Thence westerly by land now or for-
merly of said Patenaude and edward
LaPlante 75.29 Feet to a stake;
Thence South 12 Degrees 48 west by
Lot 30 a distance of 136 Feet to the
point of beginning.
Subject to the following restrictions:
1. No building or part of a building shall
be erected nearer than 25 Feet to a
street or proposed street line, with the
exception of the easterly side of Ellen
Street on which the proposed street
building line shall not be nearer than
15 Feet.
Subject to a first mortgage dated April
23,2021 and recorded in the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds at Book 65032, Page 177
in the original principal amount of
$216,879.00.
For mortgagor's(s’) title see deed
recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 49959, Page 62.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions,
easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing
encumbrances of record which are in
force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Ten Thousand
($10,000.00) Dollars by certified or
bank check will be required to be paid
by the purchaser at the time and place
of sale. The balance is to be paid by
certified or bank check at Harmon
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St.,
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or
by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the
date of sale. Deed will be provided to
purchaser for recording upon receipt in
full of the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in said
mortgage shall control in the event of
an error in this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced
at the sale.
M & T BANK
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
26850
August 29, 2025
September 5, 2025
September 12, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2960EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Deborah F Surozenski
Also known as:
Deborah Fay Surozenski,
Deborah Surozenski
Date of Death: 07/27/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Richard
J Surozenski of Webster MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other relief
as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Richard J Surozenski of Webster MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
09/23/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 22, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

September 5, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. W025C0297CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Nicole Colton Valente
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Nicole Colton Valente of Oxford MA
requesting that the court enter a De-
cree changing their name to:
Nicole Erin Angers

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 09/16/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance if
you object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 12, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
September 5, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P3001EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Bennett John Smith, Jr.
Date of Death: 11/19/2022
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Carol H. Smith of Webster MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Carol H. Smith of Webster MA be ap-
pointed as Personal Representative(s)

of said estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised admin-
istration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
09/23/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 28, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

September 5, 2025

Town of Webster

Office of the Town Clerk
The following Articles from the Annu-
al and Special Town Meetings held on
May 12, 2025 which received positive
votes have been approved by the At-
torney General’s Office: Special Town
Meeting Article 14 -To eliminate the
Bylaw Committee, Section 14-1 Annual
Town Meeting Article 8 -To amend Sec-
tion 334-2-Request for Building Num-
bers Complete copies of the articles
are available in the Town Clerk’s Office,
Webster Town Hall, 350 Main Street,
Webster, Massachusetts. August 29,
2025
September 5, 2025
September 12, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2899EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Alfred R Marks
Date of Death: 08/12/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by David
Marks of North Grosvenord CT re-
questing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
David Marks of North Grosvenord
CT be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
09/16/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 18, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

September 5, 2025
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WEBSTER SENIOR
CENTER
(508) 949-3845

Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.gov

Senior Center hours are Monday- Friday 9 a.m.- 4
p.m., with one Thursday a month 9 a.m.- 7 p.m.

Like the Webster Senior Center Facebook page to
view our photographs, news and announcements.
Please stop by to pick up our monthly newsletter for
a complete list of activities, upcoming events, and our
monthly lunch menu. You may also join our email list
to view our newsletter online. You do not have to be a
resident of Webster to participate in our activities and
programs. ALL Seniors are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays at 11:30 am. Please call (508)
949-3845 at least two business days in advance to reserve
or cancel your meal. A $3.00 donation for 65 and up,
and $5 for 55- 64 is appreciated. All meals include milk,
bread, and fruit or dessert. This week’s menu: Tuesday,
9/9: Braised beef, gemelli pasta, broccoli, pear crisp.
Wednesday, 9/10: Jambalaya, rice pilaf, green peas,
pineapple. Thursday, 9/11: Vegetable cheese bake, sea-
soned potatoes, mixed vegetables, chocolate pudding.
Friday, 9/12: Soup du Jour, turkey salad sandwiches on
multigrain bread, bean salad, grahams.

The next Friends Meeting will be on Wednesday,
September 10th at 10:00 am.

Need Transportation? Contact SCM Elderbus at 1-800-
321-0243 at least two business days in advance to sched-
ule transportation. Elderbus is available Mondays-
Fridays 8:30 am- 3:00 pm.

Come on down to the Bomba Beauty Salon at the
Webster Senior Center! Call 508-341-8724 for an appoint-
ment. Bomba Beauty Salon is open for walk in appoint-
ments on Wednesdays from 10:00 am- 1:00 pm, and
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays by appointment only
from 10:00 am- 3:00 pm. Please call (508) 341-8724 to
schedule an appointment.

Come enjoy September’s Forget-Me-Not Memory
Café on Friday, September 12th from 1-2:30 pm! We’ll
be falling into autumn with live music from Tony
Funches, formally of “The Platters”. Make sure to
sign up for all Friends events! Deadline for sign-ups is
Monday, September 8th.

Let’s celebrate the Fall equinox! The Friends of
the Webster Senior Center will be hosting their next
Friendship Series party on Monday, September 22nd
from 1-2:30 pm with live music from Bob Jordan! We
will also be hosting a Soup Social at 11:30 am! Please
make sure to sign up for BOTH! Deadlines for reserva-
tions will be on Wednesday, September 17th.

We are now offering MOVIE MATINEES every
Wednesday at 1:00 pm! Popcorn is provided, no registra-
tion is needed. Our September movies are-, “Girls Girls
Girls” on 9/10, “Father Goose” on 9/17, and “Mystic
Pizza” on 9/24.

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with Forty Arroyo
are the perfect workout for any fitness ability! The cost
is arecommended $3.00 donation per class. A new video
class will be offered Thursday and Friday mornings,
free of charge.

Knitting/Crochet group meets on Mondays from
10:00 am- 12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts promptly at 1:00
pm. Please plan to arrive by 12:30 pm to allow time to
buy your bingo sheets. Bingo sheets are not sold after
12:45 pm.

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our weekly Cribbage
group meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm. Feel free to
join us!

Calling card players or interested persons to the
Webster Senior Center! Come join us for six-card or thir-
teen-card pitch! Six-card pitch meets on Wednesdays at
1:00 pm. Thirteen-card pitch meets on Thursdays at
1:00 pm.

Mahjongg group meets every Friday at 1:00 pm.
Beginners welcome!

Calling all bridge players! Are you looking to spend
an afternoon playing Bridge? We're looking to get a
group together! If you're interested, please leave your
name and number with the front desk. Once we have
enough sign-ups, we’ll see what day works best for
everyone!

The Worcester County Sheriff’s Office House
Numbering Program will create a custom wooden sign
with your house number free of charge. One sign per
senior household. Please contact the Webster Senior
Center at (508) 949-3845. if you are interested in having
a house number sign made for you.

Senior SAFE is a program that supports fire and life
safety education for seniors. The Webster Fire Dept.
will do a home visit to ensure that you have the correct
smoke and CO2 alarms, and that they are working prop-
erly. This is at no cost to you! All you have to do is give
them a call at (508) 949-3875.

Care Central VNA & Hospice to
support transition of patients, staff

from Overlook VNA & Hospice

WEBSTER — Care Central VNA
& Hospice, a leading provider of
community-based home health,
hospice, private duty, and adult day
care in Central Massachusetts, will
be accepting the transfer of care
of patients and will be welcoming
staff for employment, following the
upcoming transition from Overlook
VNA & Hospice.

Overlook VNA & Hospice recent-
ly announced its decision to trans-
fer operations effective Aug. 28. In
collaboration with Overlook leader-
ship, Care Central is coordinating
a compassionate, well-structured
transition of care for patients who
choose to seamlessly continue with
their home health & hospice ser-
vices.

“Our foremost priority through-
out this transition is to ensure
patients and families continue to
receive uninterrupted, high-quality
care,” said Holly Chaffee, President

and CEO of Care Central VNA &
Hospice. “We are also proud to wel-
come members of the Overlook
team who share our commitment to
compassionate, community-focused
care.”

Care Central has initiated
onboarding efforts for Overlook
clinicians and support staff, many
of whom will continue serving the
same patients and service areas
to preserve continuity and trust.
Patients and families will be person-
ally contacted to ease the transition
and provide updated information
about their new Care Central care
team.

‘As a proud, free-standing non-
profit organization serving Central
Massachusetts, we are thrilled to
share a milestone moment in our
history—we are doubling in size,”
said Holly Chaffee, President & CEO
of Care Central VNA & Hospice.
“With this expansion, our service

amplify our impact across the non-
profit community.”

“This transition guarantees that
those we have been honored to serve
will continue receiving the same
high-quality, compassionate care
through a trusted organization that
shares our values and unwaver-
ing commitment to residents and
the community. By choosing Care
Central VNA & Hospice, patients
will not only experience continuity
of care but will also be comfort-
ed by the familiar faces of staff
they already know and trust,” said
Tameryn Campbell of Overlook
VNA & Hospice.

For more information about
Care Central VNA & Hospice or to
inquire about services or employ-
ment opportunities, please visit
www.carecentralvna.org or call 508-
943-0612.

AboutCareCentral VNA &Hospice
Founded over a century ago, Care

OXFORD SENIOR
_ CENTER
(508) 987-6000

Laura Wilson, Director

Open Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. — 3 p.m.
Email: seniorcenter@oxfordma.us

Web site: www.oxfordma.us

Facebook: Oxford, MA Senior Center

Lunches are served on Tuesdays and Fridays @ 11:45
am. Meals are prepared by our in-house cook. Please
call at least 48 hours in advance to reserve a lunch or
come in and sign up. DINE IN for $5.00 and TAKE OUT
for $6.00. (suggested donation)

Weekly Activities:

Mondays and Fridays @ 10:00 am — Cribbage

Tuesdays @ 9:15am — Strength & Balance w/ Donna
Freeland — Cost $3.00 per class

Wednesdays @ 9:15am - Chair Yoga w/ Heidi
Gambaccini — Cost $3.00 per class

Tuesdays and Wednesday @ 10:15 am - Needleworkers
(Knitting, Crocheting, Needlepoint)

Bring your favorite project and come join the group
for conversation and laughs.

Wednesdays @ 1:00 pm — Chair Volleyball — Lots of
laughs and only two rules (1) stay seated (2) have fun!

Thursdays @ 10:00 am — 12:00 pm Dominoes

Fridays @ 9:00 am — Walking Club (weather permit-
ting) Wear your comfy shoes and meet at the senior
center.

Monthly Activities:

Let’s Talk Oxford History — 2nd Tuesday of each
month @ 1pm - Sponsored by the Oxford Historical
Commission

Men’s Coffee Group — 2nd Wednesday of each month
@ 10:30am — coffee and pastry are served.

Tri-Valley Inc. Options Counseling - 3rd Tuesday of
each month from 12:30pm - 2:00pm. By appointment.

SHINE (Serving the Health Insurance Needs of
Everyone) - 3rd Wednesday of each month. By appoint-
ment.

Book Club - 1st Friday of each month @ 12:45pm —
reserve your book from the Oxford Public Library

Movie Matinee - 2nd Friday of each month @12:45 —
September movie “80 for Brady”

BEANO - 4th Friday of each month @ 12:45pm -
arrive by 12:30pm to purchase your BEANO sheets.

Information Presentations:

MassEDP/Massachusetts Equipment Distribution
Program- Specialized phone equipment for qualified
individuals with permanent disabilities~ Education/
Presentation Tuesday, September 16th @ 12:30pm

Oxford Housing Authority (OHA)- Information
Presentation Tuesday, September 23rd @ 12:30pm

LEGALS

territory  will Central VNA & Hospice provides
reach 128 towns, home health, hospice, palliative
welcoming30new care, and wellness services to resi-

dents across Central Massachusetts.
With a team of compassionate pro-
fessionals, Care Central is commit-

communities into
our care. This tre-
mendous growth

allows usto touch ted to helping individuals live safe-
the lives of even 1ly and comfortably at home while
more patients receiving high-quality, personalized

and families with
the compassion-

care.
About Masonic Health System

ate, high-qual- Masonic Health System of
ity care they Massachusetts, Inc. (MHS) is the
deserve. Equally parent corporation of two sub-
important, we sidiaries: The Overlook Life Care

are honored to
welcome talented
members of the
Overlook team
whose dedica-
tion to our mis-
sion will further
strengthen our
presence and

Community and Overlook Health
& Rehabilitation Center. Together,
these organizations provide a fully
integrated continuum of health care
and senior living services through-
out the Commonwealth.

For more information, call 866-
753-5429 or visit www.overlook-mass.
org.

Local students named to
President’s List at Western
New England University

SPRINGFIELD — Western New England University
(WNE) takes immense pride in recognizing the out-
standing academic achievements of more than 400
students who have been named to the President’s List
for the Spring 2025 semester. Students are named to the
President’s List for achieving a semester grade point
average of 3.80 or higher.

Carter Coughlin of Dudley

Abigail Alicandro of North Oxford

Western New England University (WNE) is a private,
nationally ranked, comprehensive institution with a
focus on preparing work-ready and world-ready grad-
uates. Founded in 1919 in Springfield, Massachusetts
as a division of Northeastern College, WNE»s 215-acre
suburban campus serves more than 3,700 students,
including over 2,500 full-time undergraduates. More
than 47,000 alumni have earned degrees through its
more than 90 undergraduate, graduate, and profes-
sional programs at Colleges of Arts and Sciences,
Business, Engineering, and Pharmacy and Health
Sciences, and School of Law. Students come from 39
U.S. states and territories and 23 countries. Of 45,104
living alumni, 30% remain within the region, residing
in the four Western Massachusetts counties and north-
ern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among nationally ranked univer-
sities in US News and World Report, and among the
Top 100 Undergraduate Engineering programs, and
in the Doctoral/Professional Universities category in
the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher
Education.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 6 Carol Drive, Unit 5B,

Oxford, MA 01540

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained in
a certain mortgage given by Brian
Elliot and David Elliot to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Caliber
Home Loans, Inc., and now held
by NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint
Mortgage Servicing, said mortgage
dated January 7, 2019 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
59912, Page 297, said mortgage was
assigned from Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as
Mortgagee, as nominee for Caliber
Home Loans, Inc. to NewRez LLC
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing by
assignment dated August 29, 2024 and
recorded with said Registry of Deeds
in Book 70962, Page 330; for breach
of the conditions in said mortgage
and for the purpose of foreclosing the
same will be sold at Public Auction
on October 9, 2025 at 01:00 PM Local
Time upon the premises, directly in
front of the building in which the
unit is located, all and singular the
premises described in said mortgage,
to wit:
Unit B (the *“Unit’) in Building 5
(the  “Building”) of  Buffumville

Heights Estates Condominium (the
“Condominium”) located in Oxford,
Worcester County, Commonwealth of
Massachusetts and created pursuant
to a Master Deed recorded on July

1, 1987 with the Worcester District
Registry of Deeds, Book 10602, Page
30.

The mailing Address and Post Office
Address of said Unit is 6 Carol Drive
(formerly Dolge Court), Unit 5B,
Oxford, MA 01540.

Said Unit 5B contains 2250.1 square
feet, more or less, as shown on floor
plans of said condominium recorded

with said Registry, Plan Book 579,
Plan 12, a copy of a portion of said plan
being attached to the first unit deed to
which is affixed a verified statement in
the form required by Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 183A, Section 9.
Said Unit is also conveyed together
with and subject to:

a. An undivided interest of 4.9400%
in the common areas and facilities
described in the Buffumville Heights
Estates Condominium Master Deed.
b. The benefit of, and subject to all ease-
ments, rights, restrictions, agreements
and provisions created in said Master
Deed, and the Declaration of Trust cre-
ating the Buffumville Heights Estates

Condominium Trust and the By-Laws
contained therein, recorded in Book
10602, Page 58, as the same may
be amended of record, the Rules and

Regulations from time to time promul-
gated thereunder, and the floor plan.
c. Subject to and with the benefit
of all easements, rights, restric-
tions and agreements as recited in a
deed of Matthew Rockman Trustee
of the Estate of Monsam Building
Contractors, Inc. to John J. Sneade
dated January 19, 1989, recorded with
said Registry in Book 11883, Page 256.
d. The Exclusive right to park passen-
ger motor vehicles with the driveway or
portion of the driveway that exclusively
servessaidUnit(the “ParkingArea”);and
e. The exclusive right to use the deck
adjacent.to said Unit as shown on said
plans.

This conveyance is also subject
to and with the benefit of the pro-
visions of Massachusetts General
Laws Chapter 183A, as now in force
and as from time to time amended.
For title See deed from Jeffrey M.
Fox and Kara M Fox f/k/a Kara M.
Pierce to be recorded herewith.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated December 13, 2018 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
59912, Page 295.

Said Unit will be conveyed together
with an undivided percentage inter-

est in the Common Elements of said
Condominium appurtenant to said
Unit and together with all rights,
easements, covenants and agree-
ments as contained and referred to
in the Declaration of Condominium,
as amended.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and conveyed
subject to all liens, encumbrances,
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens
and assessments, if any, which take
precedence over the said mortgage
above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer's or cashier's check within
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for NewRez LLC d/b/a
Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

September 5, 2025

September 12, 2025
September 19, 2025
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Agawam South Rebab promotes Bay Path
alum to Assistant Dirvector of Nursing

CHARLTON
— Agawam South
Rehabilitation is proud to
announce the promotion
of IsabellaBoateng, RN, to
the position of Assistant
Director of Nursing &
Infection Control Nurse.
In her new role, Boateng
will help lead the facili-
ty’s nursing department,
ensuring the continued
delivery of high-quality,
patient-centered care.

Boateng will be respon-
sible for overseeing daily
nursing operations,
supervising and mento-
ring nursing staff, and
leading the facility’s vital

infection prevention and
control initiatives. She
will collaborate with
interdisciplinary teams
to develop and implement
comprehensive care
plans, serving as a key
liaison between admin-
istration,  healthcare
providers, residents, and
their families.

“Isabella is a natural
leader whose dedication
to patient-centered care is
evident in everything she
does,” said Dr. Gretheline
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN
Ed, RN, CRRN, Academy
Director at Bay Path
Practical Nursing

I e 8

Lisal GCaron RealfEstate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMG, CDPE, E-PRO
42 \V. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

CASUAL WATERFRONT

308 4 DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY
LAKESIDE LIVE MUSIC LINEUP wMusIC
9/5 Jonny TavLoR BE!EE\P

9/7 Evan Couture THURSDAY

9/12 Sean FuLLERTON
9/14 Jonny TavLor

Check out our
ew Summer Menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website [§
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET T / TTITTTLIL I . Check
EAST BROOKFIELD : out the
774-449-8333 new Fall/

B308LAKESIDE.COM Winter
menu

Find us on
Facebook

FIND YOUR

BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

Crown Jewel by Sealy’ Jewel Nile
Queen Mattress Only

$399°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

Upgrade toan $799°

Adjustable Base

CARRYING THE o Oy>"™~_ STEARNS
TOP BRANDS TEMPUR-PEDIC & FOSTER’

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL " « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

“Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM

Academy, where Boateng
graduated from with a
Certificate in Practical
Nursing in 2021. “Her
clinical expertise, calm
demeanor under pres-
sure, and compassion-
ate approach have made
her an invaluable asset.
I am thrilled to see her
step into this leadership
role and confident she
will excel in advancing
the mission of care at
Agawam South Rehab.”
Boateng’s journey to
this leadership position
is marked by continu-
ous professional growth.
She recently earned her
Associate of Science in
Nursing from Capital

Community College and
became a Registered
Nurse in June 2025. Her
career includes valuable
experience as a Clinical
Nurse Liaison with
Stern Consultants, where
she honed her skills in
care coordination and
patient advocacy, and
as a Licensed Practical
Nurse (LPN) with Genie
Healthcare.

Boateng shared her
excitement and feelings
of being honored for the
opportunity with Dr.
Bolandrina, who recog-
nized Boateng’s focus on
providing compassion-
ate, high-quality care and
advocating for patients

even as a PN student.
Boateng looks forward
to supporting Agawam
South Rehab’s excep-
tional nursing team and
contributing to their con-
tinued success in serving
the community.

With a strong founda-
tion in geriatric treat-
ment, dementia care,
and regulatory compli-
ance, Boateng brings a
wealth of knowledge and
a resourceful, energetic
approach to her new role.
Her promotion reflects
Agawam South Rehab’s
commitment to recogniz-
ing and fostering talent
from within its commu-
nity.

Dudley Cultural Council
accepting grant applications

DUDLEY — The Dudley Cultural Council will begin accepting grant applications
from qualified local organizations,
schools, and individuals for community-oriented arts, humanities, and science
programs on Sept. 2, and ending on Oct. 16.

Drawings and Mixed Media Art by Tim Oliver will be on
display and for sale Sept. 6-30 at Booklovers’ Gourmet,
72 East Main St., Webster. A meet the artist reception
will take place on Saturday, Sept. 13, from 2-4 p.m.
Free and open to the public with light refreshments. For
more information, call 508-949-6232. Oliver states, “My
artwork is quite varied. Works range from pen & ink,
sharpies, stained glass, working with real spider webs
& mosaics from crushed egg shells. My joy of course is
creating the actual art. But there is also great joy when
one of my pieces makes a person stop & want to explore
it a bit. | view this as a gift & privilege.”

Courtesy

Applications may sup-
port a variety of artistic
projects and activities in
Dudley including exhibits,

festivals, field trips,
short-term artist residen-
cies, or performances in
schools, workshops, and
lectures.

Dudley Cultural Council
is part of a network of 329
Local Cultural Councils
representing every city
and

town in the
Commonwealth. The state
legislature provides an
annual appropriation to
the Mass Cultural

Council, a state agency,
which then allocates funds
to each community.

This year, the Dudley
Cultural Council will dis-
tribute $11,600 in grants.

Mass Cultural Council
online application and pro-
cessing information may
be found at:

https://masscultural-
council.org/communities/
local-cultural-council-pro-
gram/application-process/

Dudley Cultural Council
application guidelines and
priorities may be found at:

https://masscultural-
council.org/local-council/
dudley.
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Sincere
Age 10
Registration #7381

he also has

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won’'t have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can
help children and teens in foster care.

a§\\ ai\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ a;\\ aixx

Sincere, who prefers to go by
John, is an incredibly smart and
thoughtful boy with a bright imagi-
nation. When asked what he wants
to be when he grows up, John says
he wants to be “brave” like a super-
hero—a reflection of his kind heart
and strong spirit. John enjoys a va-
riety of creative and enriching ac-
tivities. He loves drawing, coloring,
baking, swimming, playing video
games, and going to church—es-
pecially because it means a trip for
ice cream afterward. He does very
well in school and is especially
passionate about science, though

skills for his age. While John isn’t
interested in most sports, he thrives
in artistic settings and truly enjoys swimming. His creativity, intelli-
gence, and gentle personality make him a joy to be around.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/22542013028

exceptional reading
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