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author
showcases
debut novel in
Damelson

Jason Bleau

Maggie Montville of Dudley shows off her debut novel during
a signing and meet and great at Pourings and Passages in
Danielson.

BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT

DANIELSON, Conn. — Becoming a published author
is a dream many writers long to accomplish. For
Dudley, Mass. native Maggie Montville, that dream has
now become a reality with the release of her first book,
“The Sideshow.”

Montville, who graduated high school earlier this
year, officially released her first novel after a roughly
two-year publication process, showcasing the finished
product during a meet and greet at Pourings & Passages
in Danielson, Conn. on Aug. 9. “The Sideshow” is
described as a young adult horror-suspense thriller
that takes inspiration from several different literary
classics to create an engrossing mix of genres and
characters. While the process from start to finish was
long and required significant dedication, Montville
said it was rewarding, and she plans to continue to
expand on her bibliography with her second novel
currently in the works.

“The Sideshow” started as a short story for
Montville’s creative writing class, but she found enough
inspiration to expand the tale into a full-fledged book.
She called the novel a thrilling story driven by the
experiences of her characters as a murder mystery
unfolds around them.

“It’s more like a psychological horror story under
the surface. It’s more about the characters, what drives
them, and the actions around them and how that affects
their behaviors. It’s based off a lot of stories. There’s
a ton of literary allusions to stories like Alice in
Wonderland,” ‘The Wizard of Oz, and ‘Frankenstein.’
Each of the characters are meant to be parallels to
classic storybook characters but in a twisted way,”
Montville said.

The original concept emerged in Montville’s junior
year, sparking a multi-year process where she part-
nered with an editor to finalize the project earlier this
year. She leaned on a close friend to create the art for
the book. While to many the process may be daunting,
Montville wants to encourage any other aspiring writ-
ers to follow their passion as she did.

“Persevere. Keep going. Take much needed breaks
when you need to keep yourself invested in the proj-
ect,” was the advice Montville wished to share. “The
dream is so achievable and can definitely be done if
you put in the time and effort.”

“The Sideshow” is now available on Amazon or
through Montville’s website, maggiemontville.com.
Montville plans to continue her writing career as she
enters college, currently working on her follow-up
book “Echoes in the Frame” expected to release in
2026.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

WEBSTER — Various
aspects of public safe-
ty dominated the Aug. 4
selectmen’s meeting.

Swearing in the new
fire chief Kkicked things
off. Jeff Saad has been
in the department since
2011, and deputy chief
about two years.

AsTown Administrator
Rick Lafond put it, when
they did their search for
deputy then, “It was real-
ly clear to us we were
really looking for the
next chief.” Saad’s next
two years were “an audi-
tion” for the top post, and
Lafond said “he’s done an
outstanding job.”

Retiring Chief Brian

he’ll “walk away feeling
very comfortable that
Jeff’s extremely capable
of taking charge of the
department.” To him,
that was particularly
important given that
they’ve spent 15 years
“building a department
we're pretty proud of.”
Saad said he wants to
“continue to raise the
bar” of improvement
in the department, and
thanked his family for
“the sacrifices they make
for what this job entails.”
Later, the board heard
the semi-annual police
department report from
Chief Michael Shaw.
Over about half an hour,
he summarized the first
half of 2025, starting as
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Emerging  ‘Webster’s new Fire Chief
sworn in

department has a recuit
in the academy until
January, Officer Bak was
award First Responder of
the year for delivering a
baby, and Shaw plans to
host lieutenant’s and ser-
geant’s assessment cen-
ters to promote people in
October.

In the field, he noted
they’ve seen “a lot more
pursuits lately,” which is
“a trend we see nation-
wide” of more people
running from arrest
(sometimes slowly) than
earlier in his career. That
sometimes played a role
in the various arrests
he discussed. That list
included various drug
busts; a juvenile caught
with a firearm that was

in where the accused
turned on the gas pos-
sibly intending arson; a
March raid where two
officers were seriously
dog-bitten; a man arrest-
ed in April for car theft
and assaulting a woman
with a knife; another for
shooting at juveniles on
his property in June.
Beyond those, Shaw
cited lots of statistics.
This year has seen 510
incidents, 479 arrests
and 214 car crashes so
far., Among them, he
said crimes vs people
have dropped 15 percent
(sexual assaults are up,
but the total number is
still low), there are “a lot
more shopliftings” and
car thefts have “almost

Hickey agreed,

saying

usual with staffing. The

not his parents’; a break-

Scott Mills promoted to

AUBURN — The town of
Auburn has a new Police Chief!
On Aug. 15, R. Scott Mills became
the new police chief for the Town
of Auburn.

Mills started his police career
in 1993 in the town of Norwell
before transferring to the Auburn
Police Department in 1997.

After working in Patrol
Division, becoming a member of
the CEMLEC SWAT Team and
then the Detective Unit, Mills
was promoted to Sergeant in 2002
where he supervised patrol shifts
and was given the opportunity

Police Chief in Auburn

to learn about other important

aspects of police administration.

While at the rank of Sergeant
over an eleven-year period, Mills
oversaw the Communications
Dispatchers, was in charge of the
Property and Evidence Room,
was responsible for Firearms
Licensing under the direction
of Chief Sluckis and immersed
himself in learning the ins and
outs of grant writing and admin-
istration.

In 2013, then Sgt. Mills returned
to the Detective Unit as the super-
visor, working all manners of

major investigations, includ-
ing the 2016 murder of Officer
Ronald Tarentino, Jr. He served
as the Investigations Division
Supervisor until the start of 2022,
when Chief Lemon promoted
him to the rank of Provisional
Lieutenant and then to be the
Department’s first Deputy Police
Chief that same year.

As Deputy Chief, Mills
revamped the Department’s
policies with a move towards
State Accreditation, obtained a

Turn To MILLS page A10

Turn To SAAD page A10

Dudley exploring
locations for AEDs

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — The Dudley Board of Health is
hoping to increase access to AEDs, working to
place two of the devices in heavily trafficked
areas to be available in case of emergencies.

Automated External Defibrillators, or AEDs,
are portable medical devices that deliver shocks
to a patient to re-establish normal heartbeat
during cardiac arrest. Dudley has two AEDs
they are looking to place in strategic areas to
be available for public use if a situation arises
with plans to donate one to a local business and
station another as an accessible town property.

Board of Health Chair Roberta Johnson dis-
cussed the plans with the board-at-large on July
15, explaining one of their priorities is to donate
an AED to local business Upside, a popular eat-
ery and bar located in a heavily trafficked plaza
and nearby to the town’s library.

“I would like to leave one with them because
it’s at a central location on Schofield Avenue.
There’s a pizza restaurant and a liquor store,
there are businesses on that street. I think the
library has their own, but (Upside) is the estab-
lishment that’s open the latest,” Johnson said.

The staff at Upside have already been properly
trained in use of the AED according to Johnson.
The AED would be donated by the town to be
kept at the business for any emergency.

The second AED will likely be positioned
at a town property, likely the town hall or the
schools. Joshua Place, a series of apartments
off West Main Street, was also discussed as

Turn To AEDS page A10
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1992 Victory Hwy (Rt 102
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OPEN: Thur 4-9pm, Fri 4-10pm, Sat 4-10pm, Sun 12-8pm
£ BELLARESTAURANTANDBANQUET.COM

Every Thursday and Sunday We Offer:
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CHICKEN &
ROAST BEEF

with bread, salad, pasta & potato
not applicable for

$21o00PP larger parties
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Tax and gratuity are not included. Excluding Holidays.



2 ¢ STONEBRIDGE PRESS ¢ Friday, August 15, 2025

www.StonebridgePress.com

Bay Path awarded grant to expand adult workforce traiming

CHARLTON — Bay
Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School is
thrilled toannounceithas
been awarded a Career
Technical Initiative (CTI)
Round 10 grant totaling
$1,337,077.24, a workforce
development initiative
supported by the Healey-
Driscoll Administration
and the Massachusetts
Workforce Skills Cabinet.

This highly competi-
tive grant will allow Bay
Path to deliver no-cost,
credentialed training
and job placement ser-
vices to unemployed
and underemployed
adults across Worcester
County. Training will be

Technology, Building
Maintenance, Culinary
Arts, Diesel Technology,
Electrical, HVAC,
Manufacturing, and
Welding—fields critical
to the Commonwealth’s
economic growth.
“We’reincredibly grate-
ful to the Healey-Driscoll
Administration and the
Workforce Skills Cabinet
for this CTI grant,” said
Superintendent-Director
Kyle Brenner. “This fund-
ing allows Bay Path to
significantly expand our
adult training programs,
directly addressing
the critical demand for
skilled tradespeople in
our region. We’'re proud

helping build a stronger,
more resilient workforce
across Massachusetts.”

The Career Technical
Initiative is designed to
meet persistent work-
force shortages in the
trades and manufactur-
ing sectors by leveraging
the state’s vocational
school infrastructure.
Bay Path will continue its
close collaboration with
MassHire Career Centers
and regional Workforce
Boards to provide
high-quality training
leading to industry-rec-
ognized credentials and
direct employment path-
ways.

Eligible participants

provided in Automotive to empower individu- must be 18 years or older

Collision Repair, als with the skills they and either unemployed or
Automotive Repair need to thrive, while underemployed—defined
as earning less
than $56,100 annu-

ally (or $27 per
ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

\\ *
FEESN
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

CLUES DOWN

1. Policemen (French) 31. A way to save for your future
2. Toy dog 32. A way to travel behind

o
3. Inflamed colon discase 33. Midway between northeast
4. Muscular weaknesses and east

5. Helps little firms 37. Head pain

6. References 38. Loud lawn insect

hour). Most recent high
school graduates qualify
as underemployed and
are encouraged to apply.

Bay Path is building
on a record of success.
Through previous CTI
Rounds 7 and 9, the school
trained more than 70
adult learners in trades
such as Culinary Arts,
HVAC, Manufacturing,
and Automotive Collision
Repair—many of whom
are now working in their
chosen industries.

“As a graduate of the
CTI Program I am excit-
ed for the new group
of students that will be
able to take advantage of
the hands-on vocational
training. This program
will provide them the
skills and tools needed to
acquire jobs and improve
their lives. I am work-
ing in the auto collision
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Auto manufacturer 35. Moved on foot
4. The 23rd letter of the 36. Passenger’s spot on a motorcycle
Greek alphabet 41. A way through
7. Two-year-old sheep 45. “Rule, Britannia” composer
10. Member of indigenous 46. Leader
people in Asia 47. Flowing
11. Airborne (abbr.) 50. Common greetings in Arabic
12. Actress de Armas countries
13. Not moving 54. Solution for all difficulties
15. Cool! 55. Soft clothing fabric
16. Plants of the arum family 56. Building material 9103.
19. Perceptible by touch 57. Sea bream
21. Rorschach test 59. A way to cause to be swollen
23. Monetary units 60. One and only
24, Art 61. Skin color
25. Cardinal number 62. Wreath
26. Dueling sword 63. Nevertheless
27. Hates 64. They _
30. Fixed in one place 65. Sea eagle
34. Pie mode

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

field and am planning
on more education to
better my current posi-
tion and enhance my
career. The support that
Bay Path and MassHire
provided throughout the
program and after with
job assistance was key!”
said Pamela Truenow /
Long Subaru, CTI Auto
Collision class of 2025.
Bay Path’s CTI employ-
er partners include
Masonic Health System/
The Overlook, ckSmith

Superior, C&C Temp
Control, Inc., Kinefac
Corporation, Upper

Blackstone Clean Water,
Dexter, MassDOT, Sheet

Service  Contractors,
Table 3 Restaurant
Group, Fuller Collision
Center, Long Subaru,
Harr Motor Group,
UMass, and Flexcon.

As the need for skilled
tradespeople continues
to grow, Bay Path and
its network of employer
partners remain commit-
ted to building opportu-
nity, strengthening local
economies, and support-
ing the success of work-
ing families across the
Commonwealth.

Interested participants
can learn more or apply
by visiting masshirecen-
tralcc.com/baypathcti.

Metal

Workers
Local #63,
BAPS,
The Arec,
Primetals,
HVAC/R

Cornerstone Bank
tees up big donation
to support
senior living

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, a community bank
with locations throughout Central Massachusetts, is donat-
ing $7,500 to the Briarwood Continuing Care Retirement
Community with a gold sponsorship in the Briarwood Golf

Outing Sept. 25 at Cyprian Keyes Golf Club in Boylston. It’s
the third year in a row the bank has donated that amount to

“We’re proud to support Briarwood’s mission to promote
independent living among seniors,” said Dan D’Amico, VP,
commercial services manager at Cornerstone Bank, who has
participated in the tournament in recent years.

“We look forward to this fun event every year,” said Tim
Gardell, VP, commercial lender at Cornerstone. “It’s become

The Briarwood Community in Worcester provides residen-
tial living ranging from independent living to assisted living,
memory care and full-service nursing home care.

Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, born of a long
history of supporting the community, and providing a
strong foundation to help people and businesses thrive.
Serving Worcester County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone
Bank’s local presence and community-based banking model
enables a unique ability to deliver outstanding service, with
a personal touch. Cornerstone, which is a subsidiary of
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, operating independently under its
own name and brand, provides the highest level of service
and expertise for individuals, businesses, and community
organizations with branch locations throughout Central
Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to connect customers
with opportunities through a broad range of deposit and
loan products and services. Built on Trust is not just a tag-
line, but also one of our guiding corporate values. Whether
a business or personal partnership, Cornerstone stands on
the foundation that relationships are built on trust. To learn
about Cornerstone Bank’s personal and business banking
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.com or call 800-939-

«Capstone

Planning Group
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REAL ESTATE
AUBURN

$$455,000, 53 Burnett St, Desautelle
Rita J Est, and Peepas, Katherine,
to Kilonzo, Jeniffer, and Njehia,
Bernard.

$449,650, 17 Bridge St, Deso Gary
D Est, and Deso Jr, Robert E, to
Madani, Zahir.

$415,000, 134 Prospect St, Wigen,
Suzanne E, and Wigen, Russell J, to
Boisvert, Arielle.

$325,000, 10 Tuck Farm Rd #4,
Becker, Maggie R, to Bitsue, Naomi.

$320,000, 3 May Ln, Popielaczyk,
Devon P, to Balous, Connor.

DUDLEY

$685,000, 10 Tobin Dr, Benvenuti,
Michael, and Benvenuti, Tracy L,
to Marks, Michelle D, and Kennedy,
Edward J.

$635,000, 90 Marsh Rd, Antos,
Leonard J, to 90 Marsh Rd Nt, and
Conner Land TLLC Tr.

$470,000, 15 Grace Ln, Leblanc,
Kenneth, to Farmer-Mason,
Katelynn M, and Mason, Trevor A.

$205,000, 1 Wysocki Dr #9, Modena
Inc, to Reyes, Alicia O.

OXFORD

$600,000, 2 Depot Rd, Creamer,
Colin J, to Abaskhiroun, Essam A.

$431,000, 270 Main St, Good
Shepherd Epis Church, to Malo, Eric
N, and Malo, Alysha I.

$420,000, 19 Corbin Rd, Powell,
Dawn M, and Powell, Andrew D, to
Colon, Anthony L.

$400,000, 1 Henry Marsh Rd #A,
Teiko, Theophilus N, to Rangel,
Rodrigo.

$249,200, 3 Thayer Pond Dr #10,
Cove, Chelsea M, to Dube, Normand

$152,500, 3 Thayer Pond Dr
#11, Boyns, Stephen D, to Shaw
Development Inc.

$75,000, 1 Westview Dr, Lacki,
Maryann, to Picard Jr, Robert W, and
Picard, Michelle M.

WEBSTER

$585,000, 28 Joyce St, Korch,
Leonard, and Korch, Megan, to 28
Joyce St LL.C.

$488,500, 6 Boyden St, Korch,
Leonard R, and Korch, Megan E, to
435 Main Street LLC.

$450,000, 14 Stockbridge St #A,
Brown Ft, and Brown, Paul A, to
Boone, Michael, and Boone, Jean A.

$415,000, 37 Scenic Ave, Garces,
Mario, and Garces, Meaghan, to
Brien, Jessica P.

$319,000, 245 Sutton Rd, Ackley,
Wendy B, to Hogan, Michael.

$240,000, 8 May St, Plaza Jean
Loretta Est, and Plaza, Mark A, to
Dasilva, Aparecido.

ALMANAC
OPEN TO CLOSE

DUDLEY
DupLEY Town HALL (508) 949-8000

Wednesday...... ...9am. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday ....ooooooceeevveereererernnnn. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

OxroRD PoLICE DEPARTMENT (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911
OxroRD FIRE DEPARTMENT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

Friday ......ooeevvveevvevenrennn. 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

WEBSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
WEBSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-3875)
Monday-Friday ...........cco....... 8am.to4pm.
Saturday..........coeevveeerrrvennnnne 8am.to12pm.
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Local officials go the extra mile in support of
Pan-Mass Challenge

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER
STURBRIDGE — Local
public safety agencies are
thanked for once again
teaming up to ensure a
safe Pan-Mass Challenge.
Held on Aug. 2 & 3, the
event brought togeth-
er thousands of riders,
volunteers, and guests
in support of the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.
The annual ride
requires countless hours
of preparations from par-
ticipants, including phys-
ical training and fund-
raising. The same level of
commitment is invested
in the event from a public
safety standpoint, with
multiple agencies work-
ing together to plan logis-
tics for the big weekend.
“I’d like to thank all of
our public safety part-
ners for their tremen-
dous support during this
year’s PMC event,” said
Sturbridge Police Chief
Earl Dessert. “As always,
this operation would not

be possible without the
collaboration and dedi-
cation of our fellow law
enforcement agencies,
support teams, and vol-
unteers.”

The following agen-
cies and departments
teamed up to ensure a
safe ride: Massachusetts
Emergency
Management Agency;
Sturbridge Emergency
Management; Sturbridge
Fire Department and
EMS; Massachusetts
State Police; Worcester
County Sheriff’s Office;
CEMLEC SWAT and the
CEMLEC Motor Unit; the
Environmental Police;
East Brookfield Police
Department; Sturbridge
Police Department;
Quincy Police
Department; and the
Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT).

“I also want to thank
PMC staff members
Sue Brogan and Matt
McGuiness for their con-
tinued partnership, com-

munication, and Ilead-
ership throughout the
planning and execution
of this massive event,”
Chief Dessert added.

The 2025 PMC marked
the end of an era, as rid-
ers departed from the
Sturbridge Host Hotel
start line for the final
time. Beginning next
year, the start line will
be moved to the College
of the Holy Cross in
Worcester.

For Sturbridge resi-
dents and public safety
leaders, watching the
final launch from the
traditional start line
brought a range of emo-
tions, with riders pour-
ing onto Route 20 in town
for the last time.

“As this marks the final
year the PMC will kick
off from Sturbridge, it is
bittersweet. While I am
saddened to see the event
move on, I am extremely
proud of the many years
we hosted the start of
this ride without a sin-

gle major safety issue,”
Dessert said. “Our top
priority has always been
the safety of the riders,
and I know we delivered
the level of security
they deserved—from full
intersection coverage
to detailed coordination
across jurisdictions.”

Added Dessert, “To
the men and women of
the Sturbridge Police
Department—thank you
for always going the extra
mile. The behind-the-
scenes coordination and
commitment each of you
demonstrates every year
is a point of pride for our
agency and our commu-
nity.”

To ensure a safe ride,
local departments begin
planning far in advance
of the event, coordinat-
ing everything from traf-
fic control operations to
rider and spectator sup-

ports.

“A  heartfelt thank-
you to Lieutenant
Larry Bateman

and Matthew Wyke
(Sturbridge Emergency
Management), who has
overseen the security
planning for the PMC for
many years. Their work
starts months in advance
and is a major reason
why this event has con-
sistently gone off with-
out a hitch,” Dessert said.

The PMC is a fully
supported bike-a-thon
that provides riders
with fundraising tools
and guidance; meals and
snacks at hub sites; water
stops along routes; and
mechanical and medical
assistance.

The PMC raises more
money for charity than
any other single athletic
fundraising event in the
country. All funds raised
by the event support the
Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute, a

and research.

“l want to wish all
PMC riders many more
years of safe and success-
ful rides,” Dessert said.
“Lastly, I extend my deep-
est gratitude to the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.
The PMC has raised an
extraordinary amount
of money for patients
and families, and we are
proud to have played a
small role in supporting
that mission.”

The PMC is Dana-
Farber’s single largest
supporter. Since 1980, the
event has raised rough-
ly $1.05 billion for Dana-
Farber.

To learn more about
the PMC and how you
can join the fight against
cancer by making a dona-
tion, visit www.pmc.org.

world lead-
er in adult
and pediat-
ric cancer
treatment

SBryzee

Auburn to receive Mass Save

Municipal Energy Manager grant

AUBURN — Auburn announced it
will receive funding for the inaugural
Mass Save Municipal Energy Manager
Grant program from The Sponsors of
Mass Save® to hire an energy manag-
er who will lead efforts to reduce the
municipality’s energy use and carbon
emissions in municipal buildings. As
part of a concerted effort to become
more energy efficient, the energy man-
ager will help Auburn utilize Mass
Save programs and incentives for ener-
gy efficiency and building decarbon-
ization projects in municipal build-
ings, with a focus on K-12 schools.

“I would like to extend our sincere
thanks to Mass Save for the gener-
ous grant that is helping to fund our
new Energy Manager position. With
the ever-increasing cost of energy,
it is essential that we work together
to reduce consumption where possi-
ble,” said Dori Vecchio, Auburn Town
Manager, “This new position will col-
laborate with both town residents and
municipal departments to identify and
implement energy-saving opportuni-
ties that will benefit our entire com-
munity.”’

The funding that Auburn receives
is part of a statewide program which
will help 63 municipalities across
Massachusetts become more energy
efficient through the hiring of 24 ener-
gy managers. These managers will
help cities and towns complete energy
efficiency projects that impact commu-
nities, with a particular focus on K-12
school buildings.

“Residents and businesses through-
out Massachusetts will benefit from
increased energy efficiency that

these 63 municipalities will experi-
ence through this impactful pro-
gram,” said Tilak Subrahmanian, Vice
President of Energy Efficiency and
Electric Mobility at Eversource. “We
are committed to working with par-
ticipating communities over the next
three years to complete projects that
immediately lead to energy savings
and improved sustainability of com-
munity fixtures like schools, fire
departments, and public spaces.”

By helping their communities to
take advantage of Mass Save pro-
grams, the energy manager will drive
participation in energy efficiency and
building decarbonization projects that
will create healthier and more sus-
tainable schools and public buildings
and bolster the municipality’s role in
achieving the Commonwealth’s cli-
mate goals. To learn more about the
Mass Save Municipal Energy Manager
Grant and other ways the Sponsors of
Mass Save are creating a clean energy
future for all, please visit www.mass-
save.com/community.

About the Sponsors of Mass Save®

Mass Save® is a collaborative of
Massachusetts’ electric and natural
gas utilities and energy efficiency ser-
vice providers including Berkshire
Gas, Cape Light Compact, Eversource,
Liberty, National Grid, and Unitil.
They empower residents, business-
es, and communities to make energy
efficient upgrades by offering a wide
range of services, rebates, incentives,
trainings, and information.

We respectfully ask that Mass Save
is referred to as “the Sponsors of Mass
Save,” or “the Mass Save Sponsors,” to

reflect the participation of all utility
and energy efficiency service provid-
ers within the collaborative. For more
information, please visit https://www.
masssave.com/.

Thank you to the Board of Selectmen
and Town Administration for support-
ing sustainability
goals and reducing
carbon emissions
and energy costs.
Any questions
regarding this ini-
tiative can be direct-
ed to:

Ener gy
Management
Division

energymgr@
town.auburn.ma.us

(508) 832-7704

‘Gandle “Go.

559 Main Street
Fiskdale, Unit LL

https://bryzeecandleco.com

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing ¢« Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

WASTE SERVICE

Spring

Your Local Roll-Off Speéialist

Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Fundyaiser supports DCRSD
Baseball and Lacrosse

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses - Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 * Leicester, MA

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — A recent fundraiser procured significant funds that
will help purchase equipment and celebratory championship clothing for the
Dudley Charlton Regional School District’s Baseball and Girl’s Lacrosse programs. c

The money, which was raised through donations on SNAP Raise, helps offset
the expenses for specialty items for both programs. District
Athletic Director Chris O’Donnell appeared before the School
Committee in July where he revealed that the platform used
allowed supporters and families to voluntarily donate to help
funds over the course of around a month’s time.

The items that will be covered by the money include cham-
pionship shirts for the lacrosse team as well as goal targets,
box goals, stand-up goalie foam, collapsible defenders and a
team camera. The baseball program will invest in a weight-
ed mound tarp and home plate for weather protection, base
plugs to keep bases secure, and stone dust for infield, lines,
and home plate.

O’Donnell explained that the funding was a way to offset the
existing program budget and allow families and supporters to
donate by choice to benefit local sports.

“These funds are raised supplemental, and do not supplant
our operating budget and our basic responsibilities. These
teams took part in the SNAP fundraising application. This is
a platform that the Class of 2025 at Shepherd Hill rook part in
successfully and used. The contributions came from family
members, parents, relatives, friends, etcetera. Families can
choose to donate through the app online in any amount,” said
O’Donnell. “The goal behind these fundraising efforts was to
cover the cost of specialty items in order to help strengthen
and expand the programs beyond their current rosters. Both
teams had successful years, winning Midland-Wachusett
League. The future is bright for both groups.”

The School Committee accepted the funding after asking
for some specifics about how the money was raised and how
it would be used. The combined price tag for all expected
investments between the lacrosse and baseball teams came
out to roughly $8,975. It was not clear if enough funds had
been raised to cover all or only a portion of that cost.

[—
VIsA

Fully Insured

[
MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

=
A =

Thermostats Fluorescent

Lamps

Thermometers Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or
Department of Public Works for information
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

Ih WASTE
' INNOVATIONS

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news




4 * STONEBRIDGE PRESS e Friday, August 15, 2025

www.StonebridgePress.com

GLADYS E. KELLY PuBLic LIBRARY

2 Lake St., Webster

508-949-3880

Library Hours: Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday 9 am.-8 p.m., Wednesday 9
a.m.-1 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Library is closed on Saturdays
through the summer

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!

Want to receive updates about
our upcoming events? Sign up for email
alerts by visiting our website or con-
tacting our Adult Services Librarian
Jessica Fontaine at jfontaine@cwmars.
org

Adult Programming
Yoga — Tuesdays at 6:00pm

Join Julie or Lauren at the Gladys E.
Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga class
for all levels. A typical class involves
centering the mind with the breath,
aromatherapy, movement of the body to
release energetic blockages, and, finally,
rest and relaxation. Classes are free.
Funded by the Friends of the Gladys E.
Kelly Public Library.

Literacy Volunteers: ESL Classes —
Tuesdays at 6:00pm
The Literacy Cafe is a free
weekly English conversation class
offered by Literacy Volunteers of South
Central Massachusetts (LVSCM). This
class is free to attend and is open to all
adults. No pre-registration is required.

WEBSTER SENIOR CENTER

5 Church St.

(508) 949-3845

Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.
gov

Senior Center hours are Monday-
Friday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., with one Thursday
amonth 9am.-7p.m.

Like the Webster Senior Center
Facebook page to view our photographs,
news and announcements. Please stop
by to pick up our monthly newsletter for
a complete list of activities, upcoming
events, and our monthly lunch menu.
You may also join our email list to view
our newsletter online. You do not have
to be a resident of Webster to partic-
ipate in our activities and programs.
ALL Seniors are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and
Fridays at 11:30 a.m. Please call (508)
949-3845 at least two business days in
advance to reserve or cancel your meal.
A $3.00 donation for 65 and up, and $5 for
55- 64 is appreciated. All meals include
milk, bread, and fruit or dessert. This
week’s menu: Tuesday, 8/19: Meatloaf
with gravy, garlic mashed potatoes, car-
rots, rice krispy treats. Wednesday, 8/20:
Roast turkey with gravy, mashed sweet
potatoes, roasted brussels sprouts, pear
crisp. Thursday, 8/21: Hot dogs, baked
beans, coleslaw, baked apples. Friday,
8/22: Soup du Jour, roast beef sandwich-
es, bean salad, yogurt.

Need Transportation? Contact SCM
Elderbus at 1-800-321-0243 at least two
business days in advance to schedule
transportation. Elderbus is available
Mondays- Fridays 8:30 am- 3:00 pm.

Come on down to the Bomba Beauty
Salon at the Webster Senior Center!
Call 508-341-8724 for an appointment.
Bomba Beauty Salon is open for walk in
appointments on Wednesdays from 10:00
am- 1:00 pm, and Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays by appointment only from
10:00 am- 3:00 pm. Please call (508) 341-
8724 to schedule an appointment.

We are now offering MOVIE
MATINEES every Wednesday at 1:00
pm! Popcorn is provided, no registra-

tion is needed. August movies include
“My Friend Irma” on August 20th, and
”Love Me Tender” on August 27th.

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with
Forty Arroyo are the perfect workout for
any fitness ability! The cost is a recom-
mended $3.00 donation per class. A new
video class will be offered Thursday and
Friday mornings, free of charge.

Knitting/Crochet group meets on
Mondays from 10:00 am- 12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts
promptly at 1:00 pm. Please plan to
arrive by 12:30 pm to allow time to buy
your bingo sheets. Bingo sheets are not
sold after 12:45 pm.

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our
weekly Cribbage group meets every
Thursday at 1:00 pm. Feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested
persons to the Webster Senior Center!
Come join us for six-card or thir-
teen-card pitch! Six-card pitch meets on
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm. Thirteen-card
pitch meets on Thursdays at 1:00 pm.

Mahjongg group meets every Friday
at 1:.00 pm. Beginners welcome!

Calling all bridge players! Are you
looking to spend an afternoon playing
Bridge? We’re looking to get a group
together! If you're interested, please
leave your name and number with the
front desk. Once we have enough sign-
ups, we’ll see what day works best for
everyone!

The Worcester County Sheriff’s
Office House Numbering Program will
create a custom wooden sign with your
house number free of charge. One sign
per senior household. Please contact the
Webster Senior Center at (508) 949-3845.
if you are interested in having a house
number sign made for you.

Senior SAFE is a program that sup-
ports fire and life safety education for
seniors. The Webster Fire Dept. will do
a home visit to ensure that you have the
correct smoke and CO2 alarms, and that
they are working properly. This is at no
cost to you! All you have to do is give
them a call at (508) 949-3875.

’//)‘:/7/)\:/7//\:7/\:/7,/‘_4—- ;

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media F1®

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\(orin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ D

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

> 05.245.0797 Tropane

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

MCEPRAL Tanks Filled

(25— $5.70 300-500........0..... $2.55 to 80%
I T $3.40 500 PLUS........... $2.40 )

P | — $3.05 Duel Fuel .......... 375  Driver
150-300.........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eMonday price 8/11/25 was 52.99 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com
3

“Gall Us First!” ,

*prices subject to change i

e R

For more information, email us at info@
lvscm.org.

Yoga Nidr — Wednesday Mornings at
8:15am
Join Adult Services Librarian
Jess for a relaxing yoga nidr practice to
start your day on Wednesdays. Jess will
guide participants through a few sim-
ple yoga asanas to release physical ten-
sion. Participants will then settle into a
reclined position for a guided relaxation
(yoga nidr ). If you have your own yoga
mat, please bring it and be sure to dress
in comfortable clothing. This program
takes place before the library officially
opens. Registration is required and Jess
will meet you at the program door.

Library for All — First Two Mondays;
Last Two Fridays 10AM (Chair Yoga
or Craft) SPECIAL EVENT FRIDAY,
AUGUST 22nd!

This program includes one
chair yoga class and one craft project
that will be held on first two Mondays
and the last two Fridays of the month.
Either join Jess for a one-hour relaxing
Chair Yoga class or join us for our craft
program. Check the online calendar to
see which event is scheduled. No expe-
rience necessary. This program is for
teens and adults of all abilities and their
caregivers. Please call ahead if special
accommodations or requirements are
needed.

Adult Book Group — Monday, August
18th at 6:30pm
Join the adult book group in
the community room to discuss Why
We Read: on Bookworms, Libraries, and
Just One More Page by Shannon Reed.
Copies are available at the circulation
desk.

Sesion  Informativa: Programa
Acelerador de Negocios de EparaTodos
— Monday, August 25th at 6:00pm

(Tienes un negocio o una idea
que quieras hacer crecer? Unete a
nuestra sesion informativa para con-
ocer como el Programa Acelerador de
Negocios de EparaTodos puede ayudarte
a lanzar y expandir tu negocio. Este pro-
grama gratuito ofrece mentoria person-
alizada, capacitacion empresarial y una
comunidad de apoyo para ayudarte a
alcanzar el éxito.

Genre Book Club — Thursday, August
28th at 6:00pm
Join our Genre Book Group!
Each month we’ll read a different genre.
September’s genre is historical folklore:
Gods of Jade and Shadow by Silvia
Moreno-Garcia.

Craig Harris- Bob Dylan and the Band
Talk — Thursday, August 28th at 6:30pm
Based on his ninth book,
Last Waltz: The Full Story of The
Band (Rowman & Littlefield, July
2025), music historian, percussionist,
and Washington DC radio host Craig
Harris uses rare recordings, a video
montage, and intriguing stories to
trace this still-influential quintet from
their days with Ronnie Hawkins and
Dylan through their 1990’s resurrec-
tion, Helm’s three Grammy winners
and Robertson’s soundtracks for Martin
Scorsese films including Killers of the
Flower Moon. Join Craig Harris for his
talk: Bob Dylan and the Band.

Programming for All Ages
Puzz Fest — Thursday, August 21st at
6:00pm
Assemble your team (up to 5
people!) and join us in the Community
Room to see which team can complete
their puzzle first. This intergeneration-
al program is recommended for ages 6
and up, but there must be at least one

adult on the team. This puzz fest is a
pizza-themed event, so make sure to
register! All teams will get to keep their
puzzle.

Library for All: A Music, Dance, and
Comedy Show: Reading Rocks! - Friday,
August 22nd at 10:00am

A Music, Dance and Comedy
Show: Reading Rocks features wonder-
ful classic and original songs and tales.
The show engages audiences with songs,
comedy, technicolor magic, animals and
music technology. Join us for this novel
performance which will be accompa-
nied by visual and sensory experiences.
Everyone will dance, sing, laugh, use
their imaginations and connect with
new friends. The show is crafted to be
inclusive for everyone, including audi-
ence members on the Autism Spectrum.

Shishito Pepper Tasting Class -
Friday, August 22nd at 3:00pm
Registration is required for this
family shishito pepper tasting program.
Join Jess as we try some of the bounty
from our garden!

Children’s
Programming

Maker Mondays — Mondays from 3:30-
4:30 PM

Feeling artistic? We will have a vari-
ety of craft materials available to put
your creativity to the test!

and Young Adult

Toddler Playtime--- Tuesdays at 10:00
AM
Kids 0 to 6 are invited to get
their wiggles out with weekly obstacle
course and fun.

Mini Block Party — Tuesdays from
6:00pm
Play with magnets, wooden
blocks, and Legos.

Friendship Bracelets — Wednesdays
at 11AM
Grab your bestie and come
make beaded bracelets in the children’s
program room. This is a self-guided pro-
gram, all materials are provided. Ages 8
and up.

Outdoor Messy Play — Thursdays, 3:30-
4:30pm
Outdoor Messy Play is back!
We supply the messy materials for your
children to play with, along with a hose
for washing off outside afterwards! This
program is extremely messy, please
dress in something you don’t mind get-
ting dirty or stained.

Play-doh Storytime — Fridays at 10AM
Join Youth Services Librarian
Andrew for stories, play-doh, and fun!
This storytime is geared toward ages 2
to 5, but siblings are welcome.

Beginner Origami-Fridays at 3:45PM
Are you interested in making
origami, but you don’t know where to
start? You can start here. And if you do
know how to make some origami, feel
free to come make some as well. For kids
of all ages.

School Bus Storytime - Wednesday,
August 27th (2 sessions)

Is your little one going to school
for the first time this year? Join us for
storytime and a ride on a real school bus
to prepare them for the upcoming year.
Author Carrie Finison will be sharing
her book “Hurry, Little Tortoise, Time
for School!” She’ll also be leading a
tortoise-themed craft and she’ll bring
coloring pages as well. Registration is
required, but children of all ages are
welcome. Please sign up for only one
session.

OXFORD SENIOR CENTER

323 Main St.
(508)987-6000
Laura Wilson, Director

Open Monday - Friday 8:30 am. — 3
p.m.

Email: seniorcenter@oxfordma.us

Website: www.oxfordma.us

Facebook: Oxford, MA Senior Center

Lunches are served on Tuesdays and
Fridays @ 11:45 am. Meals are prepared
by our in-house cook! Please call at
least 48 hours in advance to reserve a
lunch or come in and sign up. DINE IN
for $5.00 and TAKE OUT for $6.00. (sug-
gested donation) All meals come with a
beverage and dessert.

Weekly Activities:

Mondays and Fridays @ 10:00 am —
Cribbage

Tuesdays @ 9:15am - Strength &
Balance w/ Donna Freeland — Cost $3.00
per class

Wednesdays @ 9:15am — Chair Yoga
w/ Heidi Gambaccini — Cost $3.00 per
class

Tuesdays and Wednesday @ 10:15 am
- Needleworkers (Knitting, Crocheting,
Needlepoint)

Bring your favorite project and come
join the group for conversation and
laughs.

Wednesdays @ 1:00 pm - Chair
Volleyball — Lots of laughs and only two
rules (1) stay seated (2) have fun!

Thursdays @ 10:00 am — Dominoes

Fridays @ 9:00 am - Walking Club
(weather permitting) Wear your comfy
shoes and meet at the senior center.

Thursdays @ 12:30pm- Tap Dance w/
Amanda G. — Cost $5.00 for one hour
drop in class

Monthly Activities:

Let’s Talk Oxford History -
2nd Tuesday of each month @ 1pm
- Sponsored by the Oxford Historical
Commission

Men’s Coffee Group — 2nd Wednesday
of each month @ 10:30am - coffee and
pastry are served.

Tri-Valley Inc. Options Counseling
- 3rd Tuesday of each month from
12:30pm — 2:30pm. By appointment.

SHINE (Serving the Health Insurance
Needs of Everyone) — 3rd Wednesday of
each month. By appointment.

Book Club - 1st Friday of each month
@ 12:45pm — reserve your book from the
Oxford Public Library

Movie Matinee - 2nd Friday of each
month @12:45 - August movie “About My
Father” starring Robert DeNiro

BEANO - 4th Friday of each month @
12:45pm — arrive by 12:30pm to purchase
your BEANO sheets.

BUS TRIP:

Red Apple Farm, Smith’s Country
Cheese, and lunch @ The Inn at East
Hill Farm - September 11th $129 pp.
Spots are still available for this taste of
New England day trip at a great price!

Call 508-987-6000 or stop at the senior
center to get more information and to
sign up.

e onebridgePress.com
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THOMPSON
— Richard D. Majercik
of Pompeo Road has been
selected by the nominat-
ing committee to be rec-
ognized and honored as
the August 2025 Town of
Thompson Veteran of the
Month.

Vietnam War veteran,
Sgt. E-5 Richard (Dick)
Majercik enlisted in the
United States Army in
July 1967 and received
his honorable discharge
on April 17, 1970. During
his three-year term
serving his country, Sgt.
Majercik accomplished
with honor and distinc-
tion a wide variety of
assignments and deploy-
ments ranging from the
dangerous and horrific
Jungles of Vietnam; to
Ft. Lee, Va., teaching at
the Memorial Activities

Quartermaster School
for the United States
Army.

Sgt. Majercik complet-
ed his basic training at
Fort Jackson, S.C. He was
then assigned to Fort Lee,
Va. for hisadvanced train-
ing in Grave Registration
before he was deployed to
begin his tour of duty in
Vietnam.

Upon his arrival in
Vietnam, he was assigned
to a grave registration
point in An Khe, where
he performed recoveries
and identification of his
heroic fellow fallen sol-
diers. The surroundings
were a canopy of vegeta-
tion in the tropical jungle.
Cobras and tigers posed
as much of a foe as the
Viet Cong enemy. His unit
subsequently was reas-
signed, designation Dong
Ha, and Phu Bai and
while passing through Da
Nang encamped on China
Beach he was pulled from
his platoon, because of
his extensive mortuary
background to assist
with mortuary work.
Sgt. Majercik was need-
ed for this work due to
the enormous demands
at that point in the ongo-
ing war. This assignment
came from the direct
order of General William

Richard Majercik named
Thompson’s Veteran of the Month

Westmoreland; the com-
mander of the United
State forces in Vietnam.
Sgt. Majercik, along
with his Mortuary Team
during the TET Offensive
of 1968, proceeded to
embalm and prepare well
in excess of 8,700 U.S.
Military casualties killed
in action for their return
home to the United States
and to their final resting
place. There were more
than 17,000 soldiers there
from 1967 to 1968. Most
of this tedious and tena-
cious work was accom-
plished under anything
but perfect conditions.
With Sgt. Majercik’s
leadership and assis-
tance, the remains of
the largest number of
casualties to ever occur
during the Vietnam con-
flict over a 60-day period,
were able to be returned
back to their homes in
the United States. Sgt.
Majercik was the first
military embalmer to be
assigned to embalming
duties in the Vietnam
war, and was so recog-
nized by numerous let-
ters of appreciation and
commendation on behalf
of the U.S. Government
for answering the call for
volunteer embalmers. He
also received commen-
dation from the French
Government for prepar-
ing a French civilian
plantation owner with
the minimal supplies for
doing restorative work.
Of note, one of the thou-
sands of casualties that
Sgt. Majercik prepared
for return the US. was
an Army soldier from
Thompson, Sgt. David A.
Provost. Sgt. Majercik
insisted that he person-
ally accompany Sgt.
Provost’s body home
to his family, and to a
Webster Funeral Home
and to personally bring
some comfort to the
Family as best he could.
“You never forget that
horror, and you never
look back,” he stated.
“You just did your job. If
I was called today, there
would be no hesitation,

God and Country!”

Majercik further stat-
ed he was “blessed with
the honor of preparing to
bring many of his broth-
ers and sisters’ home.”

Upon return to the
States, Sgt. Majercik
was assigned to Fort
Lee, Virginia to be
an instructor in their
Quartermaster School.
He taught finger print-
ing, dental and anatomi-
cal charting and instruct-
ing on the legalities of
operating a military mor-
tuary system. At Ft. Lee,
he not only taught but
was the NCOIC of the
burial squad for the State
of Virginia. As a result
of his preparation and
presentation of instruc-
tions, he was bestowed a
Letter of Commendation
for his impressive per-
formance as an instruc-
tor and noncommis-
sioned officer with the
Memorial Activities
Branch, Special Subjects
Division and Support
Services Department of
the United States Army
Quartermaster School.
Major Ramon Fournier,
in a letter presented to
Sergeant Majercik, stat-
ed that his performance
had been unquestion-
ably superior, and that
his knowledge, willing
attitude, and application
to the task at hand had
caused his superiors and
contemporaries to regard
him with high esteem,
and that his depend-
ability has been vigor-
ously demonstrated. He
further stated that his
manner of performance
reflects credit upon him-
self, this department, the
Quartermaster School
and the United States
Army.

For his exception-
al and extraordinary

service, Sgt. Majercik
was been  present-
ed The Good Conduct
Medal, the National

Defense Service Medal,
The Vietnam Service
Medal, The Vietnam
Campaign Medal with
dev. 60, The Vietnam

Counteroffensive Phase
111, 1V, V and V1 and the
TET 69 counter offense
medals by the United
States Government. In
addition, Sgt. Majercik
was recently awarded
the coveted “Quilt of
Valor” by the Quilt of
Valor Foundation after
being nominated for this
National Award by one
of his fellow Mortuary
Service Members Phil
Jeffries of Pennsylvania.
Jefferies served with Sgt.
Majercik  throughout
their 3 years of service
to our Country. Jefferies
stated that he nominated
Majercik for this award
because of his calmness
in terrifying situations in
Vietnam and his profes-
sionalism throughout his
time in service.

Sgt. Majercik was
born in Dudley, Mass. in
1947 to parents Anthony
P. Majercik and Lena
(DeFusco) Majercik.
He was educated at St.
Anthony Grammar
School and Dudley
Elementary School. Dick
graduated from Bartlett
High School Class of 1965.
He went on to study at the
New England Institute of
Funeral Directors and
Embalming in Boston.
Dick has one brother Dr.
Col. Donald Majercik
who is a surgeon in
Vermont, and retired
member of the Air
National Guard. Dick has
a son Richard Majercik
II, and his daughter-in-
law Vien who reside in
Oxford, Ma. and a daugh-
ter the late Lisa-Beth
Majercik of Chicopee,

He is a Past President of
the Webster Exchange
Club, past venerable of
the Sons of Italy, past
Grand Knight of the
Knights of Columbus
and fourth degree knight
of the Cardinal Wright
Assembly, a life mem-
ber of the Clydesdale
Breeders Association of
America and the Friesian
Horse Association, Life
member NRA, VFEW of
Webster, Life Member of
the Auburn Elks, NRA
certified safety officer,
certified Judge for the
Kansas City barbeque
society and the New
England barbeque soci-
ety, and a Member of
the Danielson Veterans
Coffee House. He is also
a Webster Reserve Police,
and has served as a
Captain and Commander,
Deputy Sherriff for
Worcester County, served
as a Webster deputy mod-
erator, Webster School
Committee and Board of
Health. Past President of
Worcester County Rehab
and Board member, Board
of Directors of Tri-Valley
Elder Services, NRA safe-
ty Officer, Board member
of Synkinetics, in Natick
and has served on New
England Schools and
Colleges accreditation
teams, past president of
the Webster Downtown
Business Association,
and has chaired the
Fund-Raising Campaign
for the Webster Band
Stand. He has also
served on the Board of
the Office of Community
Development, and
chaired the search com-

mittee for the past Town
Manager.

Mr. Majercik owned
and operated the Shaw-
Majercik Funeral Home
in Webster for 55 years,
and is now semi-retired.
He was a partner in the
ownership of Smith
Stationers in Webster,
and the original partner
of Dal-Ma in Webster and
a partner of TRM Realty
Trust.

Dick’s hobbies include
trap shooting, showing
his Clydesdale horses,
competing in driving
competitions, collecting
horse drawn vehicles, old
cars, pocket watches and
clocks. A long-time pas-
sion and his love of cook-
ing, has had him teaching
several Italian cooking
classes, making sausage
and breads, many various
types of Italian pastas for
his family and friends,
all of which he learned
from his great aunts and
uncles. Dick has always
had a passion for travel,
and has had the oppor-
tunity to travel all over
Europe, in particular
Italy and the Caribbean.

Our August Veteran of
the Month is a long time
resident of his beautiful
Pompeo Road Farmhouse
along with his partner,
Debra Pierce Durant,

and their cherished
Clydesdales.
Sgt. Richard D.

Majercik will be rec-
ognized and present-
ed a plaque at the Aug.
6 Board of Selectman
Meeting as has all pre-
vious Thompson Veteran
of the Month recipients.

Ma. In addition,
Dick is the proud
grandfather of 5
adult grandchil-
dren and 4 great
grandchildren.
Dick is a
Life Member
and a Board of
Directors and
House Committee
member of the
Valley  Springs
Sportsman
Club in North
Grosvenordale.

Edward Jones

hosting seminar
on health care &

retirement

AUBURN — Join Edward Jones Financial Advisors for a free
seminar on “Health Care & Your Retirement” Thursday, Sept.
18 at Brookdale Eddy Pond West, 669 Washington St., Auburn.

Medicare Open Enrollment begins Oct. 15. The increasing
cost of health care is a growing concern for current and future
retirees. In fact, 30 years ago, retirees spent almost twice as
much on food as on health care; now the amounts are nearly
equal.

Join speakers Dennis Antonopoulos (Financial Advisor for
Edward Jones) and Lynne Mussulli (Medicare specialist) for
our presentation where we will discuss:

- Medicare coverage and traditional medical expenses

» Long-term medical care expenses

- Strategies for addressing out-of-pocket expenses

Registration begins at 5:45 p.m., with the seminar following
at 6 p.m.

To register, please call Karen Rieser at (508) 832-5385 or
e-mail karen.rieser@edwardjones.com by Sept. 17.
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PAWNFECT

LIFERESCUE

Enjoy Hhe Day - Ran, Fedeh, Play!

PAW of the WEEK
SCOOBY

**CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION**
Good with Kids & Dogs!

Courtesy

If you've participated in the Auburn Public Library’s Summer Reading program, please make sure to present your Meet Scooby!
completed reading log at the library by Aug. 23 in order to claim your raffle tickets. Drawings for the Summer 4 vr/14 Ib/Mal hihuahua/Dachs-
Reading prize baskets will occur on Aug. 25, and all winners will be notified via email that day. Thank you to the y/14 b/ ahi/r% M:':(a ua/Dachs

Friends of the Auburn Public Library for funding the prize baskets! And thank you to the over 700 kids, teens, and
adults who participated in the Auburn Public Library’s 2025 Summer Reading program! Pictured: Helen Poirier
(middle), Literacy Promotion State Chair of the Gen. Ebenezer Learned Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution presents Auburn Public Library staff (from left to right holding certificates, Samuel Korstvedt, Ollie
Bowers, Caitlin Myler, Patricia Bogatkowski, David Wood, and Jarad Nelson) with Literacy Champion Awards for
contributing to their community in an outstanding manner by promoting literacy.

Meet Scooby! He'’s a 4 year old, 14 pound, Male, Chiweenie
Mix. Scooby is excited to settle down and find his forever
family to give him all of the attention! He’s a playful, affection-
ate and snuggly little lap dog that is sure to steal your heart!
Could Scooby be the one for you?

Apply at PawfectLifeRescue.org

. MILFORD
< //\\ FEDERAL

Est.1887 Our Community. Your Bank.

LOWEST PRIGES * FULL SERVIGE

Serving Worcester County for
almost 60 years!

Shrewsbury’s Own...

Milford Federal Bank is proud to
l sponsor the Pawfect Life Rescue
PAW of the WEEK! ¢g%

we do.

prww.alsoil.com Bring your furry friend along on your next trip to MFB

for a treat from our drive-up tellers, or stop in any
branch and bring home a treat from our
complimentary doggy biscuit bar.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

We accept
most major
credit cards

1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA

Member 508.234.8256 » 800.357.2265 @
FDIG MilfordFederal.com oo
24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE « 508-753-7221 : —
Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket
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EDITORIAL

Striving for
a world free
from
stereotypes

In a world where information is at our
fingertips and connections span con-
tinents, it is baffling to us that stereo-
typing still prevails. We pride ourselves
on progress, yet we allow preconceived
notions to shackle our understanding
of each other. It’s high time we collec-
tively recognize the damage of assump-
tions and vow to liberate ourselves from
the confines of stereotypes.

Stereotyping is the enemy of empa-
thy, born from our innate need to catego-
rize and simplify complex realities. It’s
natural for the mind to seek shortcuts,
but these shortcuts often lead us astray,
blinding us to the richness of human
diversity. When we assume we know
someone based on their appearance,
back- ground, or a single characteristic,
we deny them the depth of their indi-
viduality and inadvertently perpetuate
ignorance.

Let’s face it, we’ve all been victims of
stereotypes. Whether it’s being judged
by our nationality, gender, appearance,
or hobbies, we know the frustration of
not being seen for who we truly are. So,
why do we continue this harmful prac-
tice? Fear, laziness, or perhaps a lack of
awareness? Regardless of the rea- sons,
it’s time to shatter this cycle.

Consider the story of the introvert-
ed librarian who’s also a salsa danc-
ing champion, or the tattooed artist
who spends weekends volunteering at a
shelter or going to classical music con-
certs. These are glimpses into the lives
that stereotypes fail to capture. It’s not
enough to say, “Don’t judge a book by
its cover.” We must actively seek to turn
the pages, engaging with the stories
beneath the surface.

The path to change begins with
acknowledging our biases. Recognizing
that we all hold them allows us to con-
front them head-on. Education is a for-
midable weapon against stereotypes. By
learning about different cultures, histo-
ries, and experiences, we open the door
to a more inclusive perspective. It’s a
journey toward realizing that our world
is a mosaic of vibrant, individual lives,
each with its own colors and textures.

But this change isn’t just about
self-improvement; it’s a societal shift.
By resisting stereotypes, we create an
environment where empathy flourishes.
We extend the hand of understanding
to those who’ve been marginalized and
silenced. We pave the way for collabora-
tion that’s based on shared goals rather
than preconceived judgments.

It’s time to rewrite the script of our
interactions. Let’s ask questions and lis-
ten attentively. Let’s engage in conversa-
tions that bridge gaps and build bridges.
Let’s be curious about the people we
encounter, seeking to understand their
unique perspectives.

Aswe strive for a world free of assump-
tions and stereotypes, let’s remember
that change is gradu- al. But every step
taken is a step closer to a society where
each person is seen, heard, and valued
for who they truly are. Let’s be the
generation that breaks the chains of
stereotype, forging connections that are
genuine, lasting, and transformative.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor
Brendan Berube at THE WEBSTER TiIMES — news@stonebridgepress.news

Compassion in our world today

Compassion. A powerful
word and a more powerful
action. And this is what we
hear in the story of Jesus feed-
ing the 5000 people. Jesus sees
a crowd—not just a mass of
people but individuals who
have needs and struggles, pain
and suffering, sickness and
confusion. Jesus sees this in
the individuals and His heart

turning point. Christ puts the
responsibility of compassion
into the hands of His followers.

In the same way, Christ is
asking us today: How are we
feeding the hungry? What are
we doing to heal the broken?
Are we welcoming the stranger
and seeing the face of God in
each person? Will we comfort
the refugee, the prisoner, the

is moved. BEYOND immigrant, or even those we
He doesn’t turn away He may perceive as the enemy?
doesn’t retreat to His own THE When we read about the suf-
comfort. He doesn’t simply fering of the innocent women
offer a spiritual message P EWS and children in Gaza, or in
and forget about their physi- « « « « « « « « Ukraine, or South Sudan, will
cal needs. He steps into their By Fr. LukE Wwe treat them as a number
suffering. He heals. He feeds. A Vgronis  Or will we try to get involved
He offers physical bread to SAINTS through the International
nourish their bodies as He Orthodox Christian Charities
offers His spiritual Presence CONSTANTINE or some other international
to feed their souls. He offers ~ AND HELEN  hymanitarian agency that tries
a miracle of feeding 5,000, but GREEK to relieve the suffering?
not simply with bread but with ORTHODOX You and I may not have the
love. CHURCH, power to stop wars or rewrite
And through this Jesus WEBSTER laws. But we can offer bread,

offers a model for us to imi-
tate. The Greek word used for
“compassion” means to be moved from
the deepest part of our being. It’s not
offering pity but active mercy, a love
that suffers with and acts for others.

And so, this story challenges us to
look at others the way Christ looked at
the crowd. Are we moved by the suffer-
ing of the world all around us or have
we become numb and indifferent? Have
we allowed our hearts to break when we
see the anguish and torment of others?

Today, there are crowds all around
us—and their cries still rise to heav-
en. In Gaza every day, we see count-
less innocent civilians - many of them
women and children - caught in the
midst of war, facing starvation. Imagine
being a mother trying to feed your child
and yet seeing them die of maltuntri-
tion. Where is our compassion for them.
What about the suffering in Ukraine
and in South Sudan?

Our country is made up of immi-
grants and yes, there are many immi-
grants who have entered this country
illegally. Many are fleeing violence, pov-
erty, and political danger. Millions have
lived in this country for many years,
some from their childhood into adult-
hood, and yet they now fear the future
with uncertainty, and are treated in an
inhumane manner, ignored or rejected
by society.

Whether or not we agree on political
policy, the Gospel does not allow us to
ignore their humanity. Masses of suf-
fering often become simply a number,
and we forget that each one of these
people was created in the image and
likeness of God. They are our brothers
and sisters.

Christ’s compassion was never condi-
tional. He didn’t show compassion only
to those people who were worthy. He
simply saw their suffering and respond-
ed with love.

St. John Chrysostom challenges us:
“If you cannot find Christ in the beggar
at the church door, you will not find Him
in the chalice.”

When the disciples see the hungry
crowds, they say, “Send them away.”
But Jesus corrected them and say, “You
give them something to eat.” This is a

Library

presence, and love in our daily

lives. And God can multiply
what we offer—just as He multiplied
five loaves and two fish.

The Orthodox Christian faith is not
merely about beautiful liturgies or
theological precision. It is about imitat-
ing Jesus Christ in the compassion He
showed to the crowds. St. Silouan the
Athonite said: “The person filled with
the Holy Spirit will show compassion
for all people.”

St. Paisios would often weep over the
suffering of people he had never met,
saying, ““Love for others should never
be limited only to our family, but should
embrace all of humanity.”

So how do we live this out?

Will we pray daily and remember
those in war zones, refugees, and dis-
placed persons by name and region.

Can we generously support humani-
tarian aid agencies who serve in these
difficult places.

Let us speak up in our community, not
with anger, but with clarity and love,
demanding that our politicians uphold
the dignity of all people.

In your own town, can we look for the
crowds among us - the lonely neighbor,
the undocumented worker, the teenager
struggling with identity and fear and
show compassion — active mercy —to all
those in need.

Some may say, “But I only have a
little—just five loaves and two fish.”
Good. Offer this to the Lord. That’s all
He needs.

Let us offer our heart. Offer our time.
Offer our attention to those whom the
world ignores or turns into a number.
Christ never looked at the masses but
saw individuals lost, hungry and in
need. And remember, He will take what-
ever we may offer, and bless it, break it,
and multiply it.

Today, let us imitate Christ in His
compassion.

Let us not be like the disciples who
said, “Send them away.” Let us not be
like those who thought they had too
little. Instead, let us listen to our Lord as
He says to us, “Bring whatever you have
to Me and I will multiply it and feed the
people.”

Loft offers

“a smile and a book”

N READER’S
— | JOURNEY
- |
i GUS

PALMER — If you're seeking the
Library Loft in Palmer, it looks like
what it once was - an elementary
school at 1085 Park St.

Inside, the classrooms still have their |

old numbers and if you need a bath-
room, the staff takes you to the princi-
pal’s office.

But these days, far more than learn-
ing goes on in those classrooms. Among
other things, Schoolhouse Commons
hosts a craft store, a clothing alteration

shop, a frame and print shop as well as ¥

the Library Loft.
As the store’s name suggests, it’s an
outgrowth of the Palmer Library, spe-

cifically started by the Friends of the [

Library 26 years ago to raise funds for
library events. It’s the first door on the
left as you climb the fairly steep stairs

to the main floor, a small, well-lit maze B

of thousands of titles including tons
of children’s books and some that are
quite old.

They’re all donated, and some have
come from hundreds of miles away.

“We have a man who comes down |

from Vermont,” and another from
New York, “because they don’t have
anything like this where they live,”

Often, she noted, “people buy books,
read them, then bring them back [as
donations] and we resell them.”

Turn To JOURNEYpage A7

Gus Steeves

Barbara Lynn Marriott gets a little sun from

said volunteer Barbara Lynn Marriott. the Library Loft window.

Art

We’ve reached number 1 on the top
10 list of antiques and collectibles that
regularly sell well for us. As a refresh-
er, here’s the rest of the top 10 list that
we’ve covered in previous columns.

10. Transportation

memorabilia

9. Old Chinese
antiques

8. Vintage and

antique posters and
advertising signs
7. Vintage
antique cars
6. Historical memo-
rabilia

and

5. Comic books
ANTIQUES’ 4. Baseball cards
COLLECTIBLES and sports memora-
bilia
& ESTATES 3. Gold and Silver
e oo 000 oo Coins and Sterling
WAYNE TUISKULA  Silver

2. Estate jewelry,
gold, and diamonds,
gold watches

And finally, art is number 1 on my top
10 list. Art encompasses a wide variety
of styles and mediums. There are paint-
ings, metal sculptures, stone sculptures,
pottery, folk art in wood and metal, and
many other forms. Art of course has a
long and varied history ranging from
cave drawings dating back to around
40,000 years ago to a 2019 piece of con-
ceptual art featuring a banana taped to
a wall.

Unlike most antiques, older isn’t
always better when it comes to art. A
2019 Art Newspaper article reported
declining sales in Old Masters paintings
while contemporary art was seeing an
increase in value.

In general, we have seen strong values
for many works by listed artists over the
past year. A J. L. (French sculptor Jean
Leone) Gerome, “Gold leaf on Bronze
Statue of Woman - Green Alabaster
base” sold for $6,300 last year. An Italian
born artist Arnoldo Pomodoro “Gold
Patinated Bronze Sculpture” brought
$7,800. Bessie Potter Vonnoh was born
in S. Louis, MO, and worked in New
York. Her “In Arcadia” bronze statue
brought $11,400 last year.

Paintings also brought good auction
results last year. An untitled oil on can-
vas landscape by Charles Gruppe went
for $2,100. Gruppe was born in Canada
but painted in Rockport, Massachusetts,
a hotbed of artists. The Rockport Artist
Association was formed in 1921, and
the town is home to the Rockport Art
Museum. An abstract oil on canvas
painting by French born artist Jacques
Doucet titled “La Promenade de
Kafka” fetched $5,400 last year. A Julian
Onderdonk, a Texas Impressionist
painter known for painting bluebonnet
flowers, “A Glowy Sky” signed oil on
board painting sold for $9,600 last year.

A Boston estate modern art collec-
tion featuring many paintings by
United Kingdom artists was part of our
January 2024 auction. A 1967 Craigie
Aitchinson fish still life oil on canvas
brought $16,800. Barbara Hepworth’s
“Rhythmic Form” Abstract oil and
ink on board sold for $37,200. The two
most valuable paintings were by United
Kingdom artist William Scott. Scott was
a Senior Lecturer at the Bath Academy
of Art in Bath, England, from 1946 to
1956. During a trip to New York, he met
Jackson Pollock, Elaine de Kooning,
Mark Rothko, and Franz Kline. Their
influence changed his painting method
completely and he became an abstract
impressionist like them. A William
Scott “Grey Theme I” oil on canvas
painting reached $105,000. William
Scott’s “Nine Pears on a White Plate,” c.
1956 o0il on canvas fetched $141,000.

Maurizio Cattelan’s “Comedian,” the
artwork of a banana duct taped to a
wall that I alluded to earlier, sold for
$6.2 million last year. The piece includes
instructions on replacing the banana
when it goes bad, although some have
chosen to eat the banana before it rots.

Our online auction of the
Harlansburg Transportation Museum
in Pennsylvania starts this week. We
continue to work on the Laurel and
Hardy memorabilia auction and Civil
War memorabilia auction. We are
accepting quality consignments for
other upcoming auctions. Please visit
our website https://centralmassauc-
tions.com for links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for auc-
tion information at: Wayne Tuiskula
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique, Collectibles
Auctions and Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com or (508-612-
6111).
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Whether relaxing on
the shore of still waters,
or wrangling in a tem-
peramental trout, the
sport of fishing remains
a simple pleasure life-
long memories are made
of. With several popular
waterways in our area,
fishing is an outdoor
activity enjoyed by locals
both young and old alike.

Planning to drop your
line into the waters this
weekend? Read on for an
array of classic tips from
successful anglers - all
geared to help make your
time at the fishing hole
more productive!

*%

Successful fishers
make it a habit to change
their line. Fishing line
has memory- it will
retain the twist, nicks
scrapes, and it gets weak-
er every time it is used.
Don’t chance losing the
“big one” to brittle line!

*%

And be sure to match
your hook size to your
bait: small for small,

Tried and True Fishing Tips

large for large. It makes
a difference in holding
your bait, and in how
many strikes you will
get.

%%

Take a valuable fish-
ing tip from old timers
who say “if you find the
bait you’ll find the fish.”
To do this efficiently,
they make it a habit to
scan the water for bird
activity. Follow the birds,
who follow the bait, and
you’ll likely find the fish!

E

When throwing into
the wind, drop your rod
tip to the water right after
making the cast. You’ll
get more distance and
will also get the slack out
of your line in case you
get bit just when the bait
hits the surface. If you
leave the rod held high,
the wind will make an arc
out of your line and you'd
lose control of the bait.

E

Still no bites? It could
be your bug repellent.
Never handle bait after

HinT

KAREN
TRAINOR

applying it as the scent
will keep the fish away.
*%

Tips to Track Trout

* Did you Kknow
Rainbow Trout favor 56
degree water? Find that
temperature and you're
sure to find the fish! If
it’s cold out, trout can
typically be found on the
surface of a lake. If it’s
hot out, they’ll be deeper
in the water.

*Remember, trout have
tough mouths. Keep your
hooks sharp - and use a
number 4 hook for best
results!

* Want to up your
odds of trout for supper?
When lake fishing, dip

your crawler in the oil
from a can of smoked
oysters!

* Trying to tempt the
best trout? Try this secret
recipe from anglers:
Combine two ounces of
cod liver oil with 20 drops
oil of anise. Mix well.
Dip your bait in the mix-
ture and string up the
trout!

*%

These old fashioned
bait recipes are tried and
true secret weapons from
successful fishermen -
but best of all, you can
whip them up with ingre-
dients from your kitchen
cupboards!

*Anglers swear refrig-
erator biscuit dough is a
great bait for trout. Just
pull a raw biscuit apart
and start reeling in the
“big one!”

*Even fish love spicy
food, as this super lure
recipe will attest. Mix
together 8 ounce ground
aniseed or fennel seed
and two ounces ground

allspice. Sprinkle 1/16th
oz. oil of cloves over the
above and mix. Store in
tightly sealed jars for a
few days while the odors
blend. Put a drop on fish
bait.

*If you’re fishing with
salmon eggs or worms,
don’t forget to add a min-
iature marshmallow to
the hook to keep your
bait buoyant!

*Try this quick tip: dip
your crawler in the oil
from a can of smoked
oysters! Fish love it!
*%

Win a Three Course
Dinner for Two at the
Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
(or whenever I receive
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner
for two at the renowned

Don’t pray like a beggar!

Stop praying like gar, and your brain
you’re begging for POSITIVELY wires itself to expect
scraps. " scraps. Pray like a

SPEAKING  commander, and

That’s why your you activate the net-
plans fall apart. TOBY works in your mind
That’s why the MOORE that seek solutions,
world ignores your recognize opportu-
voice. nities, and pull you

You Kkneel, you whis-
per, you plead—but all it
shows is a lack of faith.

You weren’t made to
beg. You were made to
command.

Don’t get me wrong—
prayer is a form of faith.
But if you pray like some-
one who doesn’t believe...
if you doubt, if you're
just hoping for a miracle
you secretly think will
never come... if you're
waiting, crying, com-
plaining—then it’s not
faith at all. It’s a broad-
cast of fear and lack.

Neuroscience tells us
your brain listens to the
story you repeat. It takes
your words as marching
orders. Pray like a beg-

toward what you claim.

Scientists found that
just watching tiny par-
ticles changed how they
behaved. Prayer works
the same way—what you
focus on with expectation
shapes what shows up.

Life works the same
way. If you expect little,
you'll get little. If you
expect abundance with
unwavering certainty,
you start tuning into the
version of reality where
it’s already yours.

You're not here to plead
for crumbs—you’re here
to speak as if the feast is
already set before you.

The master put it plain:

JOURNEY

continued from page A6

Marriott’s been help-
ing out here more than 12
years, after coming in as
a customer “all the time.”
She said the woman work-
ing there then was sick
and considering closing
it, so she urged her not
to and stepped in to help.
(The Loft is managed
by Friends’ President
Eleanor Szlachetka, but
she wasn’t there when I
visited.)

One of Marriott’s favor-
ite events is seeing kids
bring in boxes of books to
donate.

“They’re so proud.
They feel they can part
with these books they
don’t even want me to
take them out of the box.
They want to do it,” she
recalled.

On the other end of the
spectrum, she recalled
having a little girl come
up 25 cents short, so she
gave her the book anyway.

“There was no way I
was going to deny it to
her for 25 cents. Her face
lit up, and she went out
to tell others about it,”
Marriott said. “Those are
the things that make me
want to be here.”

So do the fairly fre-
quent times when she’s
turned into counselor and
friend to people who sim-
ply need someone to talk
to — one, she noted, “just
wanted human contact.”
She notes she’s often got-
ten into conversations
with people and ended
up closing the place, but
continuing to talk. (Store
owners in the place tend
to check on each other’s
safety, since some are
still working past closing
hours.)

Marriott notes the
store often gets visitors
who went to school here
years ago. She also often
gets book recommenda-
tions from patrons, and

sometimes ends up sell-
ing donations “right of
this desk before they get
shelved.”

Lbrary Friends’ groups
frequently have at least
for-sale bookshelves or
nooks, but not too many
have their own full-
fledged stores like this
one. Among those that do
exist are Worcester’s Food
for Thought, the Friends
Book Shop in Easton, and
others.

The American Library
Association’s site
(https://www.ala.org/
united/friends/ideashar-
ing/bookstores) offers
two guides on how to start
such stores, one from
Stamford, Conn., and the
other from Houston. The
Stamford one (Ferguson
Public Library) includes
job descriptions, pric-
ing guides, overview of
where they get books and
what the funds go to, mar-
keting plans, volunteer
surveys, sample forms,
and all kinds of other
things.

One of its observations
dovetailed well with what
Marriott has seen. On
page 170, it states, “Most
of our customers are
highly price-sensitive.
As much as a third of
our revenue comes from
dealers; they have to buy
‘at wholesale’ to buy at
all. Our poorest clients
can’t afford to pay much
but value literacy and
the books offered in the
Shops. Clients who would
pay more just end up buy-
ing more books....”

As Marriott put it, “We
just try to make it count
for people. ... A smile and
a book — that’s a good way
to finish your day That
and good coffee.”

The Loft is open 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday, and 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturdays.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

“If anyone says to this
mountain, ‘Go, throw
yourself into the sea,’
and does not doubt in
their heart but believes
that what they say will
happen, it will be done
for them.” That’s author-
ity! It’s knowing reality
bends to conviction.

He also said,
“According to your faith,
let it be done to you.” In
other words, you don’t get
what you want; you get
what you expect.

And “Whatever you
ask for in prayer, believe
that you have received
it, and it will be yours.”
That’s the mental blue-
print—see it done before
it’s done.

Begging mode doesn’t
just feel weak—it makes
you weak. Neuroscience
calls it a low-agency
mindset. When you
approach your goals from
desperation, your brain

flips into survival mode.
You become less capable
of spotting opportunities
or making bold moves.
You’re programming
your reality to deliver the
same disappointments,
over and over.

Flip the lens, and
everything changes.
When you speak and
act with certainty, your
nervous system recali-
brates. Dopamine and
serotonin rise, your
motivation climbs, and
your tolerance for risk
increases. You start
scanning for proof that
what you've declared is
already unfolding. It’s not
magic—it’s chemistry.

Faith in command
mode looks different. It’s
not passive, waiting on
the sidelines for some-
thing to change. It steps
onto the court and plays
to win. It’s the voice that
says, “This will happen,”
instead of “I hope this

happens.” It’s moving
your feet before you see
the finish line, because
you know it’s there.

Every great spiritu-
al teacher, every revo-
lutionary leader, every
game-changer in busi-
ness, art, or science—
whether they spoke in
the language of God, the
universe, or the human
spirit—operated with
that same unshakable
conviction.

Before David Kkilled
the giant, he declared it
first. Standing in front
of Goliath—armed with
nothing but a sling, a few
stones, and an unshak-
able belief—he didn’t
whisper a prayer of sur-
vival. He spoke a state-
ment of victory. “This day
the Lord will deliver you
into my hands!” It wasn’t
just a declaration; he was
saying that his prayer
was already answered,
and the answer was yes!

restaurant, located on
Route 131 across the
town common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!
*%

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that has
worked for you? Do you
have a question regarding
household or garden mat-
ters? If so, why not share
them with readers of
Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions
and/or hints to: Take the
Hint!, C/othe Southbridge
Evening News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

You are not here to
rehearse defeat in your
mind. You are not here to
train your nervous sys-
tem for scraps. You are
here to speak life into
your own story—out
loud, without apology,
without retreat.

Every word you speak,
every image you picture,
every act you take is cast-
ing a vote for the reality
you will live in tomorrow.
Stop praying in fear. Stop
reinforcing lack.

Pray like you own the
place. Speak like the
thing you want is already
written in the book of
your life, not from an atti-
tude of pride, but from
humility.

The truth is simple:
reality doesn’t give you
what you hope for—it
gives you what you com-
mand, and then work for
like it’s already yours.

Annual flowers that take the heat

As temperatures
rise, some annuals
slow down or stop
flowering due to
heat stall. They will
recover as tempera-
tures cool but may
leave your gardens
or containers look-
ing less colorful.

Take some time

A GARDEN
) 45 MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

now to evaluate annual flowers that are thriving in
your garden and those that may need to be left off the
plant list for next year’s garden.

Start looking for more heat-tolerant plants and cul-

tivars to use in the future. A visit to your local botanic
garden and viewing gardens in your neighborhood
can help provide insight and inspirations for plants
suited to your summer weather.

Zinnias are known for their heat and drought toler-
ance. These long-blooming annuals come in a variety
of colors and heights. Wheat, plume, and crested
celosia not only add color, but also interesting flower
shapes to gardens and arrangements.

Angelonias, also known as summer snapdragons,
are upright plants that make great vertical accents
and add season-long color to containers and gardens.
Granvia strawflowers are taller, more vigorous plants
with larger flowers than older strawflower varieties.
Enjoy them in the garden and for months after in
arrangements, dried wreaths, and other decorations.

Annual vinca, Catharanthus, with its shiny leaves
and long-lasting flowers, thrives in hot, dry weath-
er. The dainty flowers of the Soiree® Kawaii series
and the fringed, ruffled flower petals of the Soiree®
Flemenco series provide a unique flare. Include pen-
tas with their star-shaped flowers to help attract and
support butterflies. You’ll find plants with white, red,
pink, lavender, violet, and bicolor flowers, and even a
few trailing varieties.

Cupheas are not only heat tolerant but are magnets
for hummingbirds. These season-long bloomers are
covered with flowers and do not need deadheading.
Mandevilla is another long-blooming, heat-tolerant
plant that thrives in sunny locations. You'll find
upright, trailing, and tall climbing varieties to include
in gardens, containers, and hanging baskets.

If you are looking for a heat-tolerant, trailing plant,
consider bidens. The BeeDance® series is an earlier
and continuous flowering variety, Moss roses and
other portulacas are also trailing and low-growing
plants that can be used as annual groundcovers, edg-
ing plants, and trailers in containers.

Look for more heat-tolerant cultivars of your favor-
ite annuals that tend to stop blooming during hot
weather. Heatopia™, Hot® Waterblue, Techno®, and
Laguna® lobelias show more heat tolerance than
many older lobelia cultivars. White Stream™, Snow
Princess®, and Frosty Knight® are a few alyssum
cultivars to consider. They tolerate the heat but prefer
moist well-drained soil.

Hot Pak™ French marigolds have been bred for

increased hot weather tolerance. The triploid mari-
golds like Endurance™ and Zenith™ are a cross
between the African and French marigolds. They have
the longer bloom time of the French marigold and the

Melinda Myers

Heat-tolerant Sun Parasol® Giant Peach Sunrise Mandevilla
and Blue Tiara™ Supertunia® .

heat tolerance of the African species.

Don’t give up on heat stalled annual plants in your
garden and containers. Continue to water the heat-
stressed plants as needed but wait for them to recover
before fertilizing if needed. Trim back leggy plants
and once the temperatures cool, the plants will start
flowering.

Continue to watch for, try, and evaluate new, more
heat-tolerant additions for your gardens and contain-
ers. Finding the right plants for your growing condi-
tions and garden design can help boost your garden’s
beauty and your enjoyment even as temperatures rise.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening
books, including the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small Space Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant video
series and the nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program. Myers is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine and her
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.
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“It’s not a dumpster, it’s a big mousetrap”

BY GUS STEEVES

CORRESPONDENT
CHARLTON — You
wouldn’t think cars

would be a major issue
for flying beings. But
they are.

“That bird didn’t have
a death wish, it saw some-
thing moving,” Julie
Collier said. “That trig-
gered the instinct to go
get it. There’s no instinct
to look both ways.”

One of the most com-
mon ways raptors find
their way to Wingmasters,
the bird rehab Collier and
her partner Jim Parks
run in Leverett, is by div-
ing for such prey and not
seeing the oncoming car
that hits them en route.
They’ve taken many such
birds to Tufts Animal
Clinic in Grafton, but not
all survived.

“When things go
right,” they get to release
the birds back into
the wild; that can take
years. Some, however,
are never releasable,
and Wingmasters has a
permit to keep them at
Rattlesnake Gutter Land
Trust and use some of
them for educational
events.

Last Thursday, they
brought several of those
birds — mostly owls, but
also one peregrine falcon
— to Charlton Library to
talk about what they do,
the lives of such raptors,
how they hunt, some
myths, and other details
of the species they work
with.

“If you’re looking for
gratitude in this world,
do not raise a teenager
and don’t rehab birds
of prey,” Collier noted,
describing one they’d
cared for as being “six
ounces and all of them

Local communities take

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER
REGION — Several
local communities recent-
ly held National Night
Out (NNO) events con-
necting law enforcement
agencies and the resi-
dents they serve.
Typically held on the
first Tuesday of August,
the NNO program is
intended to foster the
creation of relationships
between community
members and law enforce-
ment agencies. Residents
often only see police offi-
cers and other personnel
in uniform during the
course of their duties, but
NNO events help build
familiarity during fun,
laid-back settings.
“National Night Out
enhances the relationship
between neighbors and
law enforcement while
bringing back a true
sense of community,”
read a statement released
by NNO organizers. “It
provides a great opportu-
nity to bring police and
neighbors together under
positive circumstances.”
Multiple area lead-
ers attended NNO pro-
grams this year, includ-
ing Senator Mike Moore,
Senator John Cronin,
Worcester County
District Attorney Joseph

COLLIER, PARKS EXPLORE LIVES AND MYTHS OF HUNTING BIRDS

Gus Steeves

Julie Collier with their rehabbed peregrine falcon.

nasty” even after three
years in their care.

In their experience, the
peregrine is “the wisest
bird here today,” Parks
said, while Collier added
the smartest one they’ve
rehabbed was a gold-
en eagle and the second
was a red-tailed hawk,
far brighter than their
owls. On a scale of 1-10,
they rate eagles as 10, the
hawk as 9.75, and owls as
1-4 depending on species.
Parks later cited the barn
owl as a 4, while Collier
noted some other types
are just 1 or even 0.5.

The peregrines are
“the opposite of owls”
in variosu respects, she
said. Peregrines hunt
by day using speed and
sight — diving at 200 mph
it’s “nature’s jet,” so
that even when the prey
hears them, they don’t
have time to react. They
migrate south for winter
and can’t deal with cold.

Early, Jr.,, and Worcester
County Sheriff Lew
Evangelidis.

“We enjoyed a great
evening at National
Night Out events across
the county. These events
are all about bringing
the community and pub-
lic safety together,” read
a statement released by
the Worcester County
District Attorney’s Office.
“Thank you to the many
police departments,
towns, cities, and commu-
nity organizations for a

great night.”
The following indi-
viduals, agencies, and

departments are thanked
for their involvement in
NNO activities this year:
the Worcester Police
Department; YMCA of
Central Massachusetts;
Worcester Fire
Department; Worcester
EMS; Grafton Police
Department; Petersham
Police Department;
Fitchburg Police
Department; Barre Police
Department; Barre Fire
Department; and the
Quabbin Regional School
District.

Members of the Central
Massachusetts Law
Enforcement Council
are also thanked for dis-
playing equipment and
vehicles for youngsters to
check out.

Owls, by contrast, are
cold-adapted, slow, silent
night hunters by sound
who stay year round
(snowy owls are from
the Arctic and find this
area usually too warm).
Collier flicked and waved
feathers of both; the for-
mer were clearly audible,
the latter, not at all.

Most owls hunt rodents
(peregrines mostly hunt
birds in flight), and
have somewhat adapted
to human settings. The
owls have fluffy, fur-like
feathers evolved to insu-
late, with most of them
having feathered feet and
camouflage. Peregrines
have thin, bare taloned
feet which they can use
as fists to knock prey
birds out of the sky or
grab them in flight. An
owl’s bark-looking cam-
ouflage is often so good
people can walk right by
one and not see it watch-
ing them from a tree’s

Jim Parks with one of their barred owls.

hollow. Collier said to
“let the bird reveal itself.
Owls are very, very good
at sitting still, which fal-
cons are hopeless at.”
Peregrines have
become an urban species;
Parks noted there’s a nest
of them atop Worcester’s
Travelers Insurance
building that has driven
away most of the other
bird species that used
to be there. Years ago,
there were just 39 nest-
ing pairs of peregrines
in the US, and they were
endangered due to DDT
use. (Today’s parallel is
rodenticides; they urged
people not to use them
at all. “You’ll never wipe
out the rodent popu-
lation. You’ll just cre-
ate havoc for beautiful

birds,” Parks said.) Now
there’s at least 50 pairs
in Massachusetts alone,
with recovery thanks to
captive breeding.

The owl species they
brought faced similar
recovery paths except for
the barn owl, which is
still endangered. It’s also
the least camouflaged of
their sample species and
would normally migrate
but has taken advan-
tage of human places
for warmth in winter.
Barred owls, by contrast,
have recovered alongside
the beavers, since they
favor wetlands.

All birds of prey share
four traits, Parks said —
binocular vision, flying
ability, talons and curved
beaks. Many also love

art in National Night Out

Local law enforcement leaders celebrate the annual National Night Out program.

“National Night Out
is an annual communi-
ty-building campaign
that promotes police-com-
munity partnerships and
neighborhood camarade-
rie to make our neighbor-
hoods safer, more caring
places to live,” read the
statement released by the
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NNO leadership team.
Each year, millions of
guests take part in NNO
activities across all 50
states. Individual commu-
nities celebrate the occa-
sion with such activities
as block parties, festivals,
parades, cookouts, public
safety demonstrations,
youth events, and visits

from emergency person-
nel.

“We extend our sincere
appreciation to all the
public safety departments
and vendors who partic-
ipate in these celebra-
tions,” read a statement
released by the Worcester
County Sheriff’s Office.
“This occasion holds

our trash since they can’t
smell it but it attracts lots
of prey; as Parks put it,
“Ask the owl or hawk, it’s
not a dumpster, it’s a big
mousetrap.” Often, they
hunt the same things at
different times; he noted
“where you see a hawk
by day, you’ve got an owl,
too.”

When it comes to
myths, both had several
they sought to debunk.
Some were inaccurate
names; Collier noted
screech owls do not
screech, they call with
a “melodic trill.” (The
screeches we hear are
usually foxes or fishers.)
Likewise great horned
owls aren’t horned; those
tufts are for insulation
and silent hunting. (They
are “the most aggressive
hunting bird of anything
that lives in the north-
east” and favor ‘“things
marked with white.”
Females will attack peo-
ple who come too close
to nests, aiming for their
faces —not out of vicious-
ness, but to protect their
young.)

Owls also aren’t “wise,”
and can’t turn their
head 360 degrees — just
180. Also, she said she
“wished more Americans
understood” that waving
hello to animals is seen
by them as a threat. The
birds don’t see the spec-
trum of shades we can;
mostly, they just see the
bright colors (red, yellow,
orange, black and white)
with others being shades
of grey to them. But they
can also “see by the light
of moon and stars in a
way you and I can’t.”

Gus Steeves can be

reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

I
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Courtesy

great significance, as it
promotes the strengthen-
ing of positive relation-
ships between our com-
munities and law enforce-
ment.”

To learn more about
NNO and how you can
join the mission, visit
Www.natw.org.

UMass Amherst announces
Spring 2025 graduates

Amelia Rose Nelson
Rachel Tawney Toth

AMHERST — Approximately 5,000
students received bachelor’s degrees
in over 100 majors at the University
Amherst’s
Undergraduate Commencement on
May 16, 2025 at the McGuirk Alumni

of Massachusetts

Stadium.

Below is a list of students from your

Adriana
Dudley

Morgan White

Treyden James Finlay
Colin Humphries
Kirolos Samy Ibrahim
Grace Chong Jocson

Aml Ahmad Rachid

area that received a Bachelor’s degree

from the University of Massachusetts

Ambherst:

Auburn
Shivani

Oxford

Demetria Daphne Teguis

Haley A Higgins
Nsanga Esther Kalemba

Mi Meh

Allada Huy

Samantha Catherine Anusauskas

Nathaniel Edward Archambault

Mia Beth DelloStritto
Savana Giurleo
Tracy Van Le

Brenden Peter Mullaney

Webster

Vinh Tran

Kylee Jean Croteau
Robert Francis Gatzke
Gabriela Piwowarczyk
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Local historian explom‘ region’s numerous Bay Paths

Gus Steeves
Don Duffy

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Our region is
littered with roads, trails and
buildings called “Bay Path,”
including the vocational high
school in Charlton.

As historian Don Duffy told a
few dozen people at the library
last week, they don’t actually
refer to a single thing. Over
the centuries, the region has
been criscrossed by numerous
“Bay Paths,” all of them so
named because they connect-
ed to some route leading to
Massachusetts Bay.

The most famous of them
wasn’t at all a direct route any-
where, at least in this region.

“It wasn’t a normal, let’s go
in the easiest way we can go
path. It involved hills,” he said.

His map depicted how the
path was actually conceived
as a network of line-of-sight
connections between major
hills like Steerage Rock, Coys
Hill and Mashamucket (now
Mugget), with lower levels
typically running along rivers
(Chicopee, Ware, Quinebaug,
Quaboag). People didn’t usual-
ly travel the whole route; they
just used it to get from one
village to the next.

“When you got to the hill,
you didn’t climb the last little
bit,” Duffy said. “They went
around the steepest parts.”

In fact, he said, there are
actually at least three Bay

QCC’s respiratory care program wins national award

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community College’s Respiratory Care program recently received
the Distinguished RRT (Registered Respiratory Therapist) Credentialing Success Award from the
Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care (CoARC). This is the third time QCC has received

this award.

The award is given by CoARC to accredited programs that have a three-year running average of 90 per-
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Two audience members look over Duffy’s map depicting the lines of sight
of various hills along the Native Bay Path network.

Paths. The original path was
the Native American one, a sin-
gle-file trail that’s still visible
in places as a narrow ‘“scoop”
or linear depression caused
by many thousands of feet
over many centuries. When
Europeans came, they often
laid out property lines with ref-
erence to that path - “as skin-
ny as it was, everybody knew
where it was,” Duffy said — and
put stone walls on either side
of it. Over the years, those col-
onists found the original path
didn’t suit their animals and
wheeled vehicles, so they shift-
ed it off the hills. Some of those
stretches have since become
major roads and highways like
Route 20; others are still cart
paths in the woods.

Beyond our region, Duffy
said “the Indian paths didn’t
stop. They just kept going”
west into the Berkshires and
north and south along the
Connecticut.

He noted some parts of the
network aligned with Kkey
astronomical points, but didn’t
know a lot about that aspect of
it. In some areas, the path pass-
es through large collections
of Native cairns, dozens or
hundreds in parallel lines, but
there are also several smaller
groups and single cairns all
over the woods. They come in
various types, but he said the
most common is “a monster
rock and above it a bunch of
small stones.” Also common

are what he called “gates to the
underworld,” where Natives
stuck smaller rocks and other
gifts to the gods into crevices
in boulders.

In some places, they formed
effigies of animals. He cited
two specifically - a turtle
in Brimfield and a snake in
Monson, but noted “it wasn’t a
great thing. If I didn’t tell you,
you wouldn’t know what this
thing was.”

Other presenters have noted
you can tell Native structures
from colonial-era ones by the
size of the lichens on the rocks;
lichens grow at a very slow but
steady rate for centuries.

Duffy said a lot of the work
of identifying the Native Bay
Path and related structures
was recorded by Levi Chase in
1919; his book “The Bay Path
and Along the Way” is avail-
able free online at the Library
of Congress website.

“It’s nice he did this because
otherwise we wouldn’t know
where things were,” Duffy said.

One audience member spec-
ulated the cairns were rocks
the Natives removed from their
farm fields, like the colonists
later did. But Duffy noted
many of them are in areas the
Natives didn’t farm; they pre-
ferred gravelly, south-facing
hillside locations and river-
side flatlands; they didn’t have
plows or domestic animals who
could break through clay and
other denser soils. For years,

we thought Native agrlculture
dated to about 300 CE in this
area, but recent DNA work has
pushed that back to about 600
BCE, he added.

Mary Santos said she lives in
a house along the old Bay Path,
the old Daniel Harrington
property. She cited a document
saying the Harrington Road/
Pumpkin Lane was laid out in
1783 “on the ancient way,” but
the original home was gone by
1830. Some parts of the Native

path are still walkable in that
area, she noted.

Another man said the same
about stretches running
through Oxford’s Clara Barton
Camp. He noted it crossed the
French River where Quaboag
Avenue now is. (Duffy noted
one Native name in this area
was the Quaboag Path.)

Gus Steeves can be reached
at gus.steeves2@gmail.com.

together.

$160 for their school!

Courtesy

Best friends and All Saints Academy fourth grade classmates
Evelyn LeBoeuf and Makenna Daoust love to make bracelets
When summer break kicked off, they thought about
setting up a stand to sell their creations. Evelyn, who lives with
cystic fibrosis, knows the important role that people have played
in raising funds to help find a cure for her condition. With all that
in mind, Makenna and Evelyn decided to sell the bracelets, with
50 percent of the proceeds going to a non-profit organization.
With the love of their school in mind, they decided that is where
their earnings would be donated.
girls sold their homemade cookies and lemonade.
Aug. 2, the girls set up their stand and began selling their
products. With all their hard work and dedication, the girls raised

In addition to the bracelets, the
On Saturday,

1)

118 Green St.

cent of students passing both required credentialing exams and earning their Registered Respiratory

Therapist certification after graduation. QCC is one of 75 respiratory care programs in the country that

won an award out of more than 400 programs.

“I am incredibly proud of our respiratory care students and faculty With the growing demand
for respiratory therapists, QCC graduates are well-prepared to meet workforce needs thanks to the
strong clinical training they receive, as reflected by this award,” said Assistant Dean of the School of

Healthcare Shanan Stratis.

The Respiratory Care program at QCC is a 20-month associate degree program that prepares students

to enter the workforce as a licensed RRT. Graduates from the program are often employed at QCC’s clin-

ical affiliates such as UMass Memorial Medical Center and Mass General Hospital.

“Our program strives to see our students succeed while they are with us and after they graduate and
sit for their exams, so that they can become successful respiratory therapists and fill vital positions

to serve our local communities,” said Respiratory Care Program Coordinator and QCC alum Daniel

Marsala.

QCC’s Respiratory Care program began in 1967, and is the oldest respiratory pro-
gram in the state. For more information, visit gcc.edu/respiratory-care.
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BITUARIES

Elizabeth M. Bell

OXFORD - It is
with great sadness
that our dear step-
mother, Elizabeth M.
(Riordan) Bell, passed
away on Monday,
August 4, 2025, at
CareOne in Millbury.

She was prede-
ceased by her hus-
band and best friend of 24 years, Charles
F. Bell who died in 2017. She is survived
by two stepdaughters, Robin S. Bell and
Karen L. Bell, both of Oxford; and her
brother, Francis J. Riordan of Oxford.

She was born in Worcester, daugh-
ter of the late Francis P. and Jane

E. (Doherty) Riordan, and lived in
Worcester before moving to Oxford in
1993. She graduated from Commerce
High School in Worcester.

Mrs. Bell worked for the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for
over 30 years, retiring in 2013. She
enjoyed Kknitting, baking, making
cream puffs, and chocolate chip cookies
were her favorite.

A funeral service was held at 11:00
a.m. on Monday, August 11, 2025, at
Paradis-Givner Funeral Home, 357
Main Street, Oxford. Burial followed
at St. John’s Cemetery in Worcester.
Calling hours were Sunday, August 10,
2025, from 5-7 p.m. at the funeral home.

Lydia Kowalski Cane

1932

Gainesville, FL
&+ Lydia K Cane passed
M| away at Magnolia
.j Ridge on August 5th
«® after an extended ill-
| ness due to a serious
fall. There will be a

= to remember her

at Haven Hospice at
4200 NW 90 Blvd, Gainesville, FL. on
Tuesday, August 26 at 4:30.

She was born on December 19, 1932,
in Webster Massachusetts where she
grew up. She earned her accounting
certificate and worked as an office man-
ager in Worcester Mass for over 40
years. Later, she moved to Florida and
continued to work in office manage-
ment and later as a hostess at Bonefish
Grill.

She was the loving wife of Joseph
Cane. who pre-deceased her in 2007.

- 2025

She enjoyed volunteering at hospitals,
which she did in Sarasota, Ocala and
North Florida in Gainesville.

Lydia leaves behind her two nieces
and their spouses, Patricia and Fred
Gregory of Gainesville and Kerry and
Louis Ramunno of Cleveland, Ohio.
She is also survived by great nieces
and nephews in California, Ohio, and
Philadelphia.

We thank the staff at Magnolia Ridge
and Haven Hospice for her care during
this last year. Finally, she also leaves
her church family, which meant a lot
to her. Donations in her memory may
be made to St Paul Parish National
Catholic Church, 5245 SE 112th St.
Belleview, F134420. Arrangements have
been entrusted to the Shaw-Majercik
Funeral Home, 48 School St., Webster,
MA 01570. For memorial guestbook
please visit www.shaw-majercik.com.

Send all obituary notices to
Stonebridge Press,
PO Box 90, Southbridge,

or by e-mail to

Stonebridgepress.news

MA 01550,

obits@
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Elvin is a unique and thoughtful

Lillian M. Cyr, 91

WEBSTER - Lillian
M. (Lebeau) Cyr, 91,
died Monday, August
11, 2025 in the Life
Care Center of
Auburn in the pres-
ence of family Her
ol husband of 69 years,
Eugene J. “Joe” Cyr,
died in 2023.

She leaves 5 children, Michelle
Cove and her significant other Carl
Paglione of North Grosvenordale, CT,
Colleen Anderson and her significant
other John Beresik of Webster, Jerilyn
Wasielewski and her husband Mark of
Ellington, CT, Russell Cyr and his wife
Renee of Pepperell, and Pam Cyr and
her wife Joyce Holupka of Boston; 10
grandchildren, Jessica Dulmaine and
her husband Jay of Oxford, Ryan Cove
and his wife Tiana of Lake Forest,
IL, Kayla Schmitz and her wife Emily
Schmitz of Granby, Paul Anderson and
his wife Jill of Whitinsville, Jeffrey
Wasielewski of Wilmington, VT,
Kristen Harp and her husband Ben
of Andover, CT, Zachary Wasielewski
of Ellington, CT, Christopher Cyr
and his significant other Chris of
Boston, Madeline Cyr and her hus-
band Akhanda Shrestha of Arlington,
and Erica McIntyre of Granby; 7
great-grandchildren, Samantha and
Alexander Holton, Ariah “Ellie” Mark,
Isabelle Cove, Callen Harp, and twins
Julian and Desmond Anderson; a sis-
ter, Doris Ducharme of Turners Falls;

nieces and nephews.

She was born on October 4, 1933 in
Webster, a daughter of Raymond and
Mary (Szczepaniak) Lebeau and grad-
uated from the commercial course at
Saint Anne’s School.

Mrs. Cyr was a secretary for the
Harry Seder Company and later at
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish for many
years before she retired. She supported
her husband’s businesses, namely the
Fish & Chip Outlet, Jean Cyr’s Candy
Store and the Pastime Café.

An active member of Sacred Heart
of Jesus Church, she was one of the
founders of the parish bingo, worked
at the church festivals as a coordinator
and was once a member of the parish
council.

Lillian took part in her children’s
activities, especially sports. She served
as the president of the Lassie League
and was a female umpire. She enjoyed
skiing.

Her funeral will be held on Saturday,
August 16, from the Sitkowski,
Malboeuf & Hickey Funeral Home, 340
School Street, with a Mass at 10:00
AM in Sacred Heart of Jesus Church,
16 East Main Street. Burial will be
in Sacred Heart Cemetery. Visitation
will be held from 4:00 to 7:00 PM on
Friday. August 15, in the funeral home.
Donations in her name may be made to
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, 18 East
Main Street, Webster, MA 01570.

www.websterfunerals.com

SAD
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doubled.” He also noted
they’ve “gotten more
guns off the street this
year than in 5-10 years,”
with some of them “ghost
guns” (ones without ID
numbers, sometimes 3D
printed).

Regarding outreach,
Shaw said the depart-
ment’s public advocate is
close to finishing becom-
ing a licensed mental
health clinician. She’s
had 190 contacts of vari-
ous types so far this year
(40 more than last year at
this time), with more of
them accepting referrals
for services. Of them, 58
were for mental health
issues, 36 domestic vio-
lence, 31 substance abuse,
23 each housing and elder
needs.

He also noted the ani-
mal shelter has gotten
new Kennels via a Fels
grant. It’s housed 94 ani-
mals this year, including
nine dogs rescued in a
recent animal abuse case.

Beyond those issues,
the board also voted
to send acceptance of
the donation of two
landlocked parcels off
Houghton Street to Town

Meeting for acceptance.

Assessor Mark Becker
said they were left over
from the development of
15-20 homes in the 1940s.
They’ve changed hands
a few times since then,
but these two plots are
“about 300 or 400 feet
from the existing road,”
an attorney deemed them
unbuildable, and neigh-
bors didn’t want them.

“The town has 12 to 13
properties in that area,”
but it’s largely unused
because of the proxim-
ity of the sewer plant,
Becker said. “If some-
body’s willing to expend
resources to build roads,
drainage, utilities, water
and sewer [it’s theoreti-
cally developable], but it’s
pretty prohibitive at this
point.”

He noted both parcels
are only 5000 sq ft, half of
today’s zoning minimum,
so they’d also have to
be combined with other
plots there. The town
owns all the land between
them and the nearest
road.

Later, Lafond updated
the board on an issue not
far away - the Brandon/
Mill bridge. He said
there’s a $600,000 state
budget line item to fund
part of the $1.3 million to

install a temporary, mod-
ular steel bridge there.
That bridge, already in
state hands, should last
“as long as you need it”
to provide time for the
long process of designing
and funding a permanent
replacement, he said.

He added he’s spoken
to Dudley’s administra-
tor, who thinks Dudley
has enough money to
fund the project (in part
because the state’s add-
ing to Chapter 90 this
year). That road actually
has two bridges — the
closed one in Dudley, and
a still open but old one in
Webster. He noted both of
them would be replaced
in a future TIP project,
but those take years.

Lafond’s report also
included mention of the
ongoing process to find
a new planner, comple-
tion of the May Street
Park, discussions with
the library trustees
about whether to use
their annual donation to
fund a library job (it now
goes to debt payments),
and future concerns
about potential override
requests.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@,
gmail.com.

child. He is naturally shy and pre-
fers to avoid confrontation, find-
ing comfort in calm and familiar
environments. Although he loves
sports, Elvin chooses not to join
sports teams, enjoying physical
activity in his own way. He has a
special love for toys, especially
locks and keys, and always car-
ries a heavy set of them with him.
Along with his locks and keys, Elvin
also treasures a set of walkie-talk-
ies that he enjoys using. When he
grows up, Elvin hopes to become
a custodian, inspired by the cus-
todian at his school. Elvin attends
an after-school program where he
takes Taekwondo classes, an activ-
ity he truly enjoys and looks forward
to. His quiet strength, unique interests, and dedication make him a
remarkable child with a lot to offer.

Elvin

Age 13
Registration #9084

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22664085795

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won’'t have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can
help children and teens in foster care.
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MILLS

continued from page Al

$94,000 grant for the Department’s Body
Worn Camera program and oversaw
the day-to-day fiscal operations, Police
and Communications budgets and was
responsible for the internal discipline
of all Department members.

He was appointed by Town Manager
Dori Vecchio to replace Chief Lemon
upon his retirement, and was officially
promoted to Chief of Police on July 15.

Mills holds a Bachelor’s degree in
English/Communications from North
Adams State College, a Master’s
Degree from Anna Maria College in
Criminal Justice and has completed

the FBI-LEEDA Leadership Program
and the New England Institute for Law
Enforcement Management.

Mills is an avid reader and student
of leadership who is constantly looking
to improve himself and others around
him.

“We are going to invest in officer
safety and wellness through innovative
programs and realistic, high-quality
training,” Mills said. “We will continue
our commitment to overall public safety
through proactive traffic enforcement
initiatives, enhancing our strong rela-
tionships with the schools and young
people and we will continue to meet the
standards of investigative excellence as
we work to prevent and solve crimes.”

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

news@
stonebridgepress.news
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continued from page Al

an option. The Board of
Health planned to consult
local EMS to determine
the proper location.

As of the July meeting,
the Board of Health was

y just waiting on pediatric

pads for the devices before
stationing them at their
new locations. Johnson
revealed that the pads
were on backorder. The
Board of Health will not
issue an official vote on
the matter until all the
equipment is in hand and
ready to go.
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School District to receive free early literacy tutors

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON
The Dudley-Charlton
Regional School District is
among 272 districts that will
receive free, high-dose early
literacy tutoring in the upcom-
ing school year thanks to state
funding.

The announcement was
made by Gov. Maura Healey’s
administration on Aug. 4
which confirmed that the
Dudley-Charlton  Regional
School District was among
the hundreds of educational
institutions that will receive
the service with a primary
focus on helping students in
early education, particularly
first grade, build foundational
reading skills. The program,

which is operated through the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE),
provides tutors at no cost to the
districts or students.

In her announcement,
Healey touted the tutors as
an important tool to help pre-
pare younger students for later
years in school and build a sta-
ble foundation for their educa-
tion journey.

“It’s crucial for our teach-
ers and schools to have access
to the resources they need to
support every young reader,”
said Healey in a statement.
“This initiative will help bring
high-dosage early literacy

tutoring directly to students
who need it most, giving them
the foundational skills essen-
tial for Ilong-term success.
With the partnership of the

Legislature, we are delivering
schools the support they need
to reach all their learners.”

Our correspondent reached
out to the Dudley-Charlton
Regional School District, where
Assistant Superintendent Kelly
True explained that this isn’t
the first time the schools have
received tutoring funding from
different sources, but that this
state funding, which will ben-
efits first graders at Charlton
Elementary School and Mason
Road School in Dudley, will be
essential to helping preparing
students for their long-term
education.

“Early literacy is obviously
incredibly important because
this is where our students
are really just first starting
to understand how to learn.
Their learning the alphabet,

their learning all the sounds
and how to put them together,
building phonological aware-
ness. For some Kids, it can be
hard to put it all together. At
this point, and especially this
year, it seems to be even more
critical that we have this kind
of tutoring,” said True.
Dudley and Charlton had
previously qualified for these
support services through Title
1 grant funding from the state,
which allocates money based
on a formula involving the
number of low-income stu-
dents and families. Several dis-
trict schools had been grand-
fathered into that program,
but this coming school year is
the first that Charlton Schools
will not benefit from that fund-
ing making the Governor’s
announcement even more sig-

nificant to the district’s contin-
ue support of early literacy.

The program is funded
through the Governor’s $1.3
billion supplemental budget
which included $25 million in
Fair Share money as part of
the administration’s goal of
improving literacy for students
across the Commonwealth.
Schools selected for the pro-
gram were required to prove
that they were embracing
high-quality early literacy
models to qualify.

The tutoring will be offered
both in-person and virtually to
allow flexibility with the child’s
schedule and availability. The
tutors are provided through a
third-party contracted by the
state.

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates  Damage Appraisal

||/x|(u

Beautiful, Efficient,

WINDOWS & DOORS

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BUILDER

Affordable

LA

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

ﬂﬁ%@

.. ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified * RS# 2678

Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services - E B+U+*I*L*D*E*R
Warrantied Work & Repairs - Lifetime - INCORPORATED :
Diagnostics * A/C Repair - Warrant = = i
Tune Ups & Engine Repair - y : | Remodeling Expert Snowblower & Generator Repair
Bra;l\(ﬁs . AIte;'nathrs . Starzers * ABS E oy - 4 FINISHED BASEMENTS Tractor Service
'gnments * Tires...and more = FINANCING - ¢ ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES Tune-Ups & Repairs
Major Insurance Referral Shop = AVAILABLE = 4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS Pickup & Delivery
Honoring All Insurance Estimates = = 4 WINDOWS ¢ DOORS
1734 Providence Road (Rt 122) - CALL NOW FOR = 4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS 508-987-2775 (=] =
Northbridge, MA 01534 I EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS 1 492 Main St Oxford =

Stump Grinding

508-784-1550

f m MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712 -
: 2 N EEEEEEEEEE NN N

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY m

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

WORCESTERCOUNTY
\ LAWNMOWER.COM [E*:¥ J

AWNMOWEH

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

GJLEDUC

Home Improvement@ MASONRY

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest
Craftsmanship
Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains,

(ot Space’

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today Wallpaper and
Fine Faux Finishes
7742007308 Satisfaction
mikaela@ Guaranteed
g Free Estimates
stonebridgepress.news 274.452.0321

475 MIKE LAMBERT'S

- PLUMBING &
fv\ 3 HEATING INC.
Commercial,
Residential
New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@GMAIL.COM

CHIMNEY BONETTI’S C ; J
CLEANINGS 1:1_{ B EAS Hunl“ Home Improvement % PAI NTI N G
Starting at $99| (Y& ||| M L'; Roofing MASONRY HARDSCAPE
ALL KINDS OF ST RACTRAL A SRV TIAR FIREwooD Siding RETAINING WALLS I t . d Ext .
- - Decks OUTDOOR nterior an erior
MASONRY & 774_ 200-4880 Cut, S |it Remodeling LIVING CONSTRUCTION .
CONCRETE WORK| | Business 8925 Af : PN, Windows Chimney Repair Power Washing
New & Repairs, Repointing, i H .
Rebuildping Re—ﬁning 9| |Journeyman Lic.1364 Delivered Doors Foundation Repair Wallpapering
' M Waterproofing, Foundation Master Lic. 21787 GREEN Basement Finishing Steps, Patios .
Asian Longhorn & Chimney Repair, New _ Gutters Cleaning Pool Surrounds General Repair
Beetle Certified & Stair Repair, Concrete | | Www.beastelectrical szso 10 '] | FPressure Washing Pressure Washing Fully Insured
Fully Insured ¢ Free Quotes Nvgv?llg\gg?: gé%g?ﬂ% . contracting.com Painting Landscaping | Rproperty Maintenance
& Carpentr TopB.E.A:S.T2021 @ Call John at Over 25 Years Experience Water Proofing Over 40+ Years
REASONABLE RATES Need to ggt it done? gmail.com Residential Specialist | J Delivery of Aggregate Experience
PROMPT SERVICE Call me! : 508:958-4350 Licensed and Insured Cord Wood
ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER -FREE Estimates- North Brookfield, MA i 7 a 128231 Brian French 508-764-8548
OWNERS / OPERATORS Quality Chimney q’ ACCREDITED 508-347-4906 (413)222-5542
508-688-2159 (508)752-1003 | | s s Coll oon.eao.0072 | [ Tempaeiabpltly | 774-230-8373

Advertise on this page

JOHN DALY . SAUNDERS &
Plumbing DaV]d Ba[hale SONS ROOFING for one low pr;ce!
Specializing Bettr Busiess Buroa,
in repairs or new RO 0 FI N G A+ rating and accredited Get 7papers.
installs for home , member since 2009
, Roofing/Gutters| |call Bill Toll-Free Call 774-200-7308
owners since 1988
Fully licensed and insured| |~ Repair Work 1622%’3?6?3? « Spencer New Leader
Filter Your Water with ; vl
a Reverse Osmosis Funlé Il_lcensgd zgff:.”f;ebﬁzﬂ'ﬂnvﬁgvaﬁﬁe o Sturbr 1dge Villager
Under Sink and nsure MA Reg #153955 :
Or Countertop System MA LIC #CS069127 CSL £095450 ° Charlton Vlllager
Lic #MPL 21763 MAHIC. LIC #1079721 CT-HIC #0638641 S hb d N
INS. # CAC032585 Fully Insured, Free Estimat e Southbridge News
508 :?(? 4I.I 7816 ;agz/g/sgxned ;E;ed Ospienr]aaleeds W b t T
N - C: 508-397-6709 | |now Accepting All Major e VveDster 11mes
Email 0:508-248-6709 Credit Cards
jdrainman714@aol.com davidbarbale.com 8 @ « Auburn News .
: % « Blackstone Valley Tribune

ALL WE KNOW IS LOGAL ~ SalmonPress.com

EEI-]

LAUNDRY

RESTAURANT




12 ¢ STONEBRIDGE PRESS e

Friday, August 15, 2025

www.StonebridgePress.com

LEGALS

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Grace Boro
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Mega
Capital Funding Inc., dated March 17,
2023 and recorded in the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 68940, Page 170, of
which mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, by assignment from:

Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Mega Capital Funding Inc.,
its successors and assigns to Mega
Capital Funding, Inc., recorded on
August 26, 2024, in Book No. 70937,
at Page 59
for breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 3:00 PM on September
8, 2025, on the mortgaged premises
located at 15 Glenview Road a/k/a 15
Glen View Road, Auburn, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, all and sin-
gular the premises described in said
mortgage,

TO WIT:

The land in Auburn, County of
Worcester, bounded and described as
follows:

Being all of Lot #14 on a Plan of
Highlawn Manor Estates, dated July,
1951, drawn by R.B. Cullinan, Surveyor,
recorded in Worcester District Registry
of Deeds, Plan Book 186, Plan 61,
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at a stone bound on the
easterly side of Glenview Road, it
being the northerly corner of said Lot
# 14 as shown on said plan;

THENCE S. 50 degrees 35 40” E.
142.81 feet by Lot #13 as shown on
said plan to a stake;

THENCE S. 35 degrees 14’ 30” W. by
lots 9 & 10 as shown on said plan 100
feet to a stake;

THENCE N. 52 degrees 37’ W. by lots
# 15 as shown on said plan 149.77 feet
to a stake;

THENCE by a curve to the right a radi-
us of which is 160 feet, a distance of
40.39 feet to a stone bound;

THENCE N. 37 degrees 23’ E. 19.07
feet to a stone bound,;

THENCE by a curve to the right the
radius of which is 124.29 feet, a dis-
tance of 47.05 feet to the point of
beginning.

Said last three courses being by
Glenview Road.

Containing 15,200 square feet of land,
more or less.

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see
deed recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 68821, Page 330.

These premises will be sold
and conveyed subject to and with
the benefit of all rights, rights of way,
restrictions, easements, covenants,
liens or claims in the nature of liens,
improvements, public assessments,
any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax
liens, water and sewer liens and any
other municipal assessments or liens
or existing encumbrances of record
which are in force and are applica-
ble, having priority over said mort-
gage, whether or not reference to
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made
in the deed.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of Ten Thousand
($10,000.00) Dollars by certified or
bank check will be required to be paid
by the purchaser at the time and place
of sale. The balance is to be paid by
certified or bank check at Harmon
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St.,
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or
by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the
date of sale. Deed will be provided to
purchaser for recording upon receipt in
full of the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in said
mortgage shall control in the event of
an error in this publication.

Other terms, if any, to be
announced at the sale.

MEGA CAPITAL FUNDING, INC.
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,

HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.

Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500

26353

August 15, 2025

August 22, 2025

August 29, 2025

INVITATION TO BID
The Town of Webster Department of
Public Works is requesting sealed bids
for a new 2026 Ford F350 regular
cab 4x4 pickup or equal. Bids will
be received up to and read at 10:00
am on Thursday, August 28, 2025.
Specifications are available at the
Town of Webster/Highway
Department, 23 Cudworth Rd, Webster,
MA 01570.
All envelopes must be marked “BID
TRUCK”

Office hours are Monday — Friday 7:00
am — 3:00 pm, office number 508-949-
3862.

The Town of Webster through its Board
of Selectmen reserves the right to
reject any all bids if deemed to be in
the best interest of the Town.

August 15, 2025

August 22, 2025

MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by American Painting and
Improvement LLC to Crowd Lending
Fund One, LLC, dated December 29,
2023 and recorded at Worcester Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds on December 29,
2023, in Book No. 70055, at Page 1, of
which mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder Crowd Lending Fund
One, LLC, for breach of the
conditions of said mortgage and for
the purpose of foreclosing same will
be sold at public auction at 10:00 AM,
on August 26, 2025 on the mortgaged
premises being known as 27 Dresser
Street, Webster, MA, being all and sin-
gular the premises described in said
mortgage to wit:
The Land referred to herein below is
situated in the County of Worcester,
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and
is described as follows:
That certain lot or parcel of land situ-
ated in the Town of Webster, County of
Worcester, Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, being Lot No. 38 on a Plan of
Lots recorded in the Worcester Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds entitled “Dresser
Land” in Book 1348 page 653 is bound-
ed and described as follows:
Said lot boWlds northerly by land now
or formerly of Theophil Koeller and
measures 63 feet in width and 165 feet
in depth.
Being the same premises as described
in Book 1653 at page 200.
Being the same premises as conveyed
to the mortgagor by deed of U.S. BANK
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, as Trustee
for LEHMAN XS TRUST MORTGAGE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2006-I0ON, dated
December 7, 2023, recorded on De-
cember 29, 2023 at Worcester County
Registry of Deeds in Book No. 70054,
at Page 393.
The above described premises will be
sold SUBJECT TO and with the bene-
fit of all restrictions, easements, cove-
nants, conditions, building and zoning
laws, to any and all unpaid taxes, tax
titles, water and sewer charges, munic-
ipal or other public taxes, assessments
or liens, rights of tenants and parties in
possession, if any.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of $7,500.00 DOLLARS shall
be required to be made to the mortgag-
ee in cash, by certified or by cashier’s
check at the time and place of the sale
as a deposit. The successful bidder
will be required to execute an Auction
Sale Agreement immediately after
the close of the bidding. The balance
of the purchase price shall be paid in
cash, by certified check, by cashier's
check, or other check satisfactory to
Mortgagee’s attorney within thirty (30)
days thereafter at the offices of BARSH
AND COHEN, P.C., Attorneys for the
Mortgagee, 500 Turnpike Street Suite
201, Canton, MA 02021, in exchange
for which and at such time and place,
the deed shall be delivered to the pur-
chaser for recording.
The Mortgagee reserves the right to
amend the foregoing terms of sale by
written or oral announcement made
before the auction sale, during the sale
thereof or at the commencement of or
during any postponed sale, the right
to bid at the sale, to reject any and all
bids, and to postpone the sale up until
the time the property is declared sold
by the auctioneer.
The description of the premises con-
tained in said mortgage shall control in
the event of an error in the Notice of
Mortgagee’s Sale or its publication.
OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED
AT THE TIME AND PLACE OF THE
SALE.
Dated: July 24, 2025
(signed:) Crowd Lending Fund One,
LLC Present Holder of said Mortgage
By its Attorneys,
Barsh and Cohen, P.C.
Neil Cohen, Esquire
Attorney for the Mortgagee
500 Turnpike Street Suite 201, Can-
ton, MA 02021
(617) 332-4700
August 1, 2025
August 8, 2025
August 15, 2025

COMMONWEAL TH OF
MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket No. 25 SIM 002324
TO:
Matthew T. Curtis Suzanne L. Curtis

and to all persons entitled to the benefit
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act,
50 U.S.C. c.50 §3901 (et seq):

U.S. Bank Trust National

Association, not in its individual
capacity but solely as owner trustee
for RCF 2 Acquisition Trust

claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property
in Douglas, nhumbered 71 Locust
Street, given by Matthew T. Curtis
and Suzanne L. Curtis to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for
Omega Mortgage Corp., its succes-
sors and assigns, dated December
8, 2009, and recorded in Worcester
County {Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 45227, Page 77,
as affected by a Loan Modification
Agreement dated February 17,2013,
and recorded at said Registry of
Deeds in Book 51120, Page 81,
and further affected by a Loan
Modification Agreement dated
December 3, 2015, and recorded
at said Registry of Deeds in Book
54867, Page 305, and further affected
by an Assumption Agreement dated
August 9, 2019, and recorded at said
Registry of Deeds in Book 61072,
Page 290, and further affected by a
Loan Modification Agreement dated
August 22,2019, and recorded at said
Registry of Deeds in Book 61072,
Page 295, and further affected by a
Loan Modification Agreement dated
September 23, 2020, and recorded
at said Registry of Deeds in Book
63453, Page 192, and now held by the
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the gctive military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the above
mentioned property gn that basis, then
you or your attorney must file a written
appearance and answer in this court at
Three Pemberton Square, Boston,
MA 02108 on or before 09/15/2025
or you may lose the opportunity to chal-
lenge the foreclosure on the ground of
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief
Justice of this Court on 8/1/2025
Attest:

A TRUE COPY

ATTEST

RECORDER

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder

August 15, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. W025C0411CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Jason Stuart Howard
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Jason Stuart Howard of Oxford MA
requesting that the court enter a De-
cree changing their name to:
Jason Christopher Howard
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 08/26/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance if
you object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 29, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 15, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO95P2125WF1
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
William James Sullivan
Also known as: William J Sullivan
Date of Death: 04/29/1995
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Probate of
Will has been filed by Janet L Waite of
North Billerica MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as requested
in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
09/02/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-

line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 07, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

August 15, 2025

{SEAL)
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. W025P2645GD
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor
In the interests of
Izsabella Vegas Rico
of Webster, MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of
a Minor by filed on 07/30/2025 by
Ernest M Enno of Webster, MA
will be held 08/26/2025 08:30 AM
Guardianship of Minor Hearing
Located Worcester Probate & Family
Court
You need to:
2. Response to Petition: You may re-
spond by filing a written response to
the Petition or by appearing in person
at the hearing. If you choose to file a
written response, you need to:
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at
least five (5) business days before the
hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a
parent of the minor child who is the
subject of this proceeding you have a
right to be represented by an attorney.
If you want an attorney and cannot af-
ford to pay for one and if you give proof
that you are indigent, an attorney will
be assigned to you. Your request for an
attorney should be made immediately
by filling out the Application of Appoint-
ment of Counsel form. Submit the ap-
plication form in person or by mail at
the court location where your case is
going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing:
A minor over age 14 has the right to
be present at any hearing, unless the
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s
best interests.
ORDER TO PETITIONS
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of the
Notice and Petitions for Appointment of
Guardian of a Minor be served in hand
on the minor, (if 14 or more years of
age and not the petitioner), the guard-
ian, the parents of minor, and any oth-
er person if ordered by court, at least
fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing
listed above. Service must be made by
the sheriff, constable, or other person
appointed by the Court.
If service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party at least
fourteen (14) days prior to the date of
hearing listed above,
If the identity of whereabouts of an in-
terested party is not known. IT IS FUR-
THER ORDERED THAT copies of this
Notice and Petition for Appointment of
Guardian of a Minor be served on all
interested persons at least fourteen
(14) dates prior to the hearing date
by first class mail and by publishing a
copy of the Order and Notice once in
the Webster Times pubication to be
at least Seven (7) days prior to the
heaing date.
If required, service of the United States
Veteran Administration and the Depart-
ment of Childern and Families may be
accomplished by regulare mail at least
Seven (7) days prior to the hearing.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An im-
portant court proceeding that may af-
fect your rights has been scheduled.
If you do not understand this notice or
other court papers, please contact an
attorney for legal advice.
Date: July 30, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
August 15, 2025

For Legal Advertising
Information
Call 508-909-4127
email:
legals@
stonebridge press.
news
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Pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 1341 and M.G.L.
c. 21 §§ 26-53, notice is given of a 401
water quality certification application
for impact of 143,750 square feet of
Land Under Waterbodies at Pout Pond
in Webster, MA for the purpose of
hydro-raking the pond and its channel
to restore them to their original states.
The hydro-raked material will be stored
at a nearby dredged material stor-
age facility via W.L. French Excavating
Corporation at Fish Road in Dudley,
MA. Additional information may be
obtained through the Applicant’s rep-
resentative, Goddard Consulting LLC,
at 1442 North Main Street, Palmer, MA
01069. Written comments should be
sent to: MassDEP Western Regional
Office, 436 Dwight Street, Springfield,
MA 01103 within twenty-one days of
this notice.

Any group of ten persons, any
aggrieved person, or any governmen-
tal body or private organization with
a mandate to protect the environment
who submits written comments may
appeal the Department’s Certification.
Failure to submit written comments
before the end of the public comment
period may result in the waiver of any
right to an adjudicatory hearing.
August 15, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2693EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Damon Dennis Anderson

Date of Death: 07/04/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Brandon D Anderson of Dudley
MA requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Brandon D Anderson of Dudley MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
09/02/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 05, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

August 15, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 11 Dalessandro
Avenue a/k/a 11 D’Alessandro Avenue,

Dudley, MA 01571

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Scott Roseen and
Karen Roseen to Household Finance
Corporation Il, and now held by U.S.
Bank Trust National Association, not
inits individual capacity but solely as
owner trustee for RCF 2 Acquisition
Trust, said mortgage dated April 1,
2003 and recorded in the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds in Book 29550, Page 155, as

affected by a Loan Modification dated
April 11, 2023 and recorded in the
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 69122,
Page 86; said mortgage was assigned
from Household Finance Corporation
Il to U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as trustee
for LSF8 Master Participation Trust
by assignment dated September 11,
2014 and recorded with said Registry
of Deeds in Book 52797, Page 325;
said mortgage was assigned from
U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as trustee for
LSF8 Master Participation Trust to DLJ
Mortgage Capital, Inc. by assignment
dated April 3, 2017 and recorded with
said Registry of Deeds in Book 61008,
Page 371; said mortgage was assigned
from DLJ Mortgage Capital, Inc. to U.S.
Bank Trust National Association, not
in its individual capacity but solely as
owner trustee for RCF 2 Acquisition
Trust by assignment dated September
15, 2022 and recorded with said
Registry of Deeds in Book 68285,
Page 19; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction on September 11,
2025 at 3:00 PM Local Time upon the
premises, all and singular the premis-
es described in said mortgage, to wit:

The land with the buildings there-
on of every nature and description
and all the privileges and appurte-
nances thereto belonging, situated
on the westerly side of D’Alessandro
Avenue, in Dudley, Worcester County,
Massachusetts, and being Lot #15
on plan of lots surveyed for Stanley
Deren et al, Dudley, Mass., dated
August 28, 1952, drawn by Henry
A. Racicot, Engr., and recorded with
the Worcester District Registry Of
Deeds, Plan Book 184, Plan 13, and
bounded and described as follows:
Beginning at the southeasterly corner
thereof, at a stake on the westerly side
ofsaid D’Alessandro Avenue, said stake
being at the northeasterly corner of Lot
#16 as shown on the aforesaid plan;
Thence North 82 deg. 18 West by
the northerly line of said Lot #16 for
a distance of ninety-eight and sev-
enty-three hundredths (98.73) feet to
a stake at land of John Ruda, Jr.;
Thence North 6 deg. 18’ East by land
of said Ruda, a distance of eighty-
three and sixty-five hundredths (83.65)
feet to a stake at the southwester-
ly corner of lot #14 on said plan;
Thence South 81 deg. 19’ East by the
southerly line of said Lot #14 a distance
of one hundred and fifty hundredths
(100.50) feet to a stake on the west-
erly line of said D’Alessandro Avenue;
Thence South 7 deg. 39’ West by the
Westerly line of said D’Alessandro
Avenue. a distance of eighty-two
(82) feet to the point of beginning.
Subject to the following restrictions:
1. NO BUILDING OR PART
OF A BUILDING SHALL BE
ERECTED OR MAINTAINED
THEREON WITHIN THIRTY (30)
FEET OF THE STREET LINE;
2. NO HOUSE SHALL BE BUILT
THEREON AT A LESS COST
THAN SIX THOUSAND AND
00/100 ($6,000.00) DOLLARS;
3 THE PREMISES AND BUILDING
THEREON SHALL BE USED FOR
TRADE ORMANUFACTURE BUT FOR
RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES ONLY;
4. NO STABLE SHALL BE ERECTED
THEREON ANO NO HORSES,
CATTLE, SWINE, OR POULTRY
SHALL BE KEPT ON THE PREMISES.
SUBJECT ALSO TO THE RIGHTS OF
THE NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE
AND TELEGRAPH COUNTY AND
THE  WORCESTER COUNTY
ELECTRIC COMPANY TO ERECT
AND MAINTAIN POLES AND
WIRES, AS RECORDED WITH THE
WORCESTER DISTRICT REGISTRY
OF DEEDS, BOOK 3359, PAGE
56 AND IN BOOK 3489, PAGE 407.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY
CONVEYED FROM HENRY R.
GELINEAU, NOT STATED TO
SCOTT ROSEEN AND KAREN
ROSEEN, HUSBAND AND WIFE/
T/BIE BY DEED RECOROED
5/29/1998, IN BOOK 20005, AT
PAGE 130, IN THE REGISTER'S
OFFICE OF WORCESTER COUNTY,
MASSACHUSETTS.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated May 29, 1998 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
20005, Page 130.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and conveyed
subject to all liens, encumbrances,
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens
and assessments, if any, which take
precedence over the said mortgage
above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check,
bank treasurer's or cashier's check
at the time and place of the sale by
the purchaser. The balance of the
purchase price shall be paid in cash,
certified check, bank treasurers or
cashier’s check within thirty (30) days
after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger
2nd

Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for U.S. Bank Trust National
Association, not in its individual capac-
ity but solely as owner trustee for RCF
2 Acquisition Trust

Present Holder of the Mortgage

(401) 217-8701

August 8, 2025

August 15, 2025

August 22, 2025

Street
Floor

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE

OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 189 Main
Oxford, MA 01540

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Dominico DiGiovanni
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as
nominee for LYC Mortgage, LLC, and
now held by JPMorgan Chase Bank,
National Association, said mortgage
dated February 28, 2013 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
50516, Page 73, as affected by a Loan
Modification dated November 5, 2020
and recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 64700, Page 103; said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for LYC Mortgage LLC
to JPMorgan Chase Bank, National
Association by assignment dated
February 15, 2017 and recorded with
said Registry of Deeds in Book 56760,
Page 126; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction on September 8,
2025 at 11:00 AM Local Time upon the
premises, all and singular the premis-
es described in said mortgage, to wit:

The land in said Oxford, together
with the building thereon, situated
on the westerly side of South Main
Street, shown as Lot C on Plan entitled
“Plan to show Division of Property in
Oxford, MA owned by Victor Casavant
et ux, Book 2176, Page 268" dated
December 10, 1956, survey and
plan by Kenneth Shaw and record-
ed with Worcester District Registry of
Deeds, Plan Book 222, Plan 11, and
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at the Southeasterly cor-
ner thereof at an iron pipe in wester-
ly line of South Main Street at land
now or formerly of H. LaCrosse;
THENCE by said LaCrosse land N 77
degrees 27’ W one hundred twenty and
93/100 (120.93) feet to an iron pipe;
THENCE by land now or former-
ly of Victor Casavant et us N 19
degrees 30’ E one hundred six and
31/100 (106.31) feet to an iron pipe;
THENCE by said Casavant land S
70 degrees 30’ E ninety four and
25/100 (94.25) feet to a point;
THENCE by a curve to the right (radi-
us 20 feet) for a distance of thirty one
and 41/100 (31.41) feet to a point
in west line of South Main Street;
THENCE southerly by the westerly side
of South Main Street by a curve to the
left (radius 2032.50 feet) for a distance
of sixty four and 69/100 (64.69) feet
to a Massachusetts highway bound;
THENCE  southerly by  said
street seven and 24/100 (7.24)
feet to a point of BEGINNING.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated February 25, 2013 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
50516, Page 71.

TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all

Street,

liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check,
bank treasurer's or cashier's check
at the time and place of the sale by
the purchaser. The balance of the
purchase price shall be paid in cash,
certified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check within thirty (30) days
after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the
sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for JPMorgan Chase Bank,
National Association
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
August 8, 2025
August 15, 2025
August 22, 2025

DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
WATERWAYS REGULATION
PROGRAM
Notice of License Application pur-
suant to M.G.L. Chapter 91
Chapter 91 License Application
Number 25-WW01-0092-APP

Applicant: Town of Dudley

Project Location: 0 New Boston
Road, Waters of Carpenters Pond,
Dudley, Worcester County
Notification Date: August 17, 2025
Public Comments Deadline: September
17, 2025

Public Notice is hereby given of the
Chapter 91 License Application by
the Town of Dudley for removal of the
Carpenters Pond Dam and associat-
ed structures thereto, installation of
temporary cofferdams, stream channel
restoration, and improvement dredging
within waters of Carpenters Pond at 0
New Boston Road, Dudley, Worcester
County. The proposed project has been
determined to be a Water-Dependent
Use.

The Department will consider all writ-
ten comments on this Chapter 91
Application received by September 17,
2025 (Public Comments Deadline).
Failure of any aggrieved person or
group of ten (10) citizens or more
to submit written comments to the
Department by the Public Comments
Deadline will result in the waiver of
any right to an adjudicatory hearing
in accordance with 310 CMR 9.13(4)
(c). The group of citizens must include
at least five (5) citizens who are resi-
dents of the municipality in which the
proposed project is located. A public
hearing may be held upon request by
the Municipal Official.

Project plans and documents for this
application are on file for public viewing
electronically at: https://eeaonline.eea.
state.ma.us/EEA/PublicApp/  (enter
25-WWO01-0092-APP in the Search
Page in the Record ID field). If you
need assistance, please contact ivan.
morales@mass.gov or if you do not
have access to email, please leave a
voicemail at (857) 276-3013 and you
will be contacted with information on
alternative options.

It is recommended that documents and
correspondence be filed electronically
with the email address specified above
when possible. Alternatively, com-
ments may be mailed to lvan Morales
at MassDEP Waterways Regulation
Program, 100 Cambridge Street, 9th
Floor, Boston, MA 02114.

August 15, 2025

Notice is hereby given by Precision
Auto Rebuilders, Inc., 243 West Main
St, Dudley MA 01571 pursuant to the
provisions of G.L. c.255, Section 39A
that on 9/5/25 @ 5 PM at Precision
Auto Rebuilders, Inc., 243 W Main St,
Dudley, MA 01571

The following motor vehicle will be sold
at a private sale to satisfy the garage
keeper’s lien thereon for storage, tow-
ing charges, care and expenses of
notices and sale of said vehicle:
Description of vehicle: VIN#
4T4BF3EK3BR088557 ; 2011 Toyota
Camry Grey, Reg# NONE

August 15, 2025

August 22, 2025

August 29, 2025

For Legal Advertising Information
Call 508-909-4127
email:legals@stonebridge press.news
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Local officials go the extra mile in support

of Pan-Mass Challenge

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER
STURBRIDGE — Local
public safety agencies are
thanked for once again
teaming up to ensure a
safe Pan-Mass Challenge.
Held on Aug. 2 & 3, the
event brought togeth-
er thousands of riders,
volunteers, and guests
in support of the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.
The annual ride
requires countless hours
of preparations from par-
ticipants, including phys-
ical training and fund-
raising. The same level of
commitment is invested
in the event from a pub-
lic safety standpoint, with
multiple agencies work-
ing together to plan logis-
tics for the big weekend.
“I’d like to thank all of
our public safety part-
ners for their tremen-
dous support during this
year’s PMC event,” said
Sturbridge Police Chief
Earl Dessert. “As always,
this operation would not
be possible without the
collaboration and dedi-
cation of our fellow law

gone off without a hitch,”
Dessert said.

The PMC is a fully sup-
ported bike-a-thon that
provides riders with fund-
raising tools and guid-
ance; meals and snacks
at hub sites; water stops
along routes; and mechan-
ical and medical assis-
tance.

The PMC raises more
money for charity than
any other single athletic
fundraising event in the
country. All funds raised
by the event support the
Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute, a world leader in
adult and pediatric cancer
treatment and research.

“I want to wish all
PMC riders many more
years of safe and success-
ful rides,” Dessert said.
“Lastly, I extend my deep-
est gratitude to the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.
The PMC has raised an
extraordinary amount
of money for patients
and families, and we are
proud to have played a
small role in supporting
that mission.”

The PMC is Dana-

enforcement agencies, Department; and the For Sturbridge resi- and I know we delivered ing everything from traf: Farber’s single largest

support teams, and volun- Community Emergency dents and public safety the level of security fic control operations to supporter. Since 1980, the

teers.” Response Team (CERT). leaders, watching the they deserved—from full rider and spectator sup- event has raised rough-
The following agen- “T also want to thank final launch from the tra- intersection coverage to ports. ly $1.05 billion for Dana-

cies and departments PMC staff members ditional start line brought detailed coordination “A heartfelt thank- Farber

teamed up to ensure a Sue Brogan and Matt arange of emotions, with across jurisdictions.” you to Lieutenant To learn more about

safe ride: Massachusetts McGuiness for their con- riders pouring onto Route Added Dessert, “To Larry Bateman the PMC and how you can

Emergency Management tinued partnership, com- 20 in town for the last the men and women of and Matthew Wyke Jjoin the fight against can-

Agency; Sturbridge munication, and leader- time. the Sturbridge Police (Sturbridge Emergency cer by makinga donation,

Emergency Management; ship throughout the plan- “As this marks the final Department—thank you Management), who has Visit www.pmc.org.

Sturbridge Fire ningandexecutionof this year the PMC will kick for always going theextra overseen

Department and EMS; massive event,” Chief off from Sturbridge, it is mile. The behind-the- the securityy LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES

Massachusetts State Dessert added. bittersweet. While I am scenes coordination and planning for] BROOKFIELD

Police; Worcester The 2025 PMC marked saddened to see the event commitment each of you the PMC for| Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry

County Sheriff’s Office; the end of an era, as rid- move on, I am extremely demonstrates every year many years.,| St MarysChurch

CEMLEC SWAT and the ers departed from the proud of the many years is a point of pride for our Their work| *Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506

CEMLEC Motor Unit; the
Environmental Police;
East Brookfield Police
Department; Sturbridge
Police Department;
Quincy Police

Sturbridge Host Hotel
startline for the final time.
Beginning next year, the
start line will be moved
to the College of the Holy
Cross in Worcester.

we hosted the start of
this ride without a sin-
gle major safety issue,”
Dessert said. “Our top
priority has always been
the safety of the riders,

agency and our commu-
nity”

To ensure a safe ride,
local departments begin
planning far in advance
of the event, coordinat-

starts months
in advance
and is a major
reason why|
this event has|
consistently

Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM

CHARLTON

Chip - In Food Pantry

McKinstry Building

37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507

Worcester Youth Leadership Institute
celebrates 12th graduating class

WORCESTER — While
many students traditionally
have headed off to summer
vacations, for the past 11
years, some area high school
and college students have
participated in the Worcester
Youth Leadership Institute.
The program offers students
a six-week learning experi-
ence which exposes them to
a variety of Worcester busi-
nesses, industries, and men-
tors. The Institute is a part
of a broader effort by the
Worcester Regional Chamber
of Commerce to develop and
mentor Worcester’s future
leaders.

The Institute is a partner-
ship between the Worcester
Chamber, MassHire Central
Workforce Board, The
United Way of Central
Massachusetts, Worcester

Community Action Council,
and the City of Worcester’s
Youth Opportunities Office,
and DPH, with support
from National Grid and GFI

Town-to-Town

Partners.

“The goal is simple—expose
Worcester’s young people to
the myriad of businesses,
leaders, mentors, and possi-
bilities available in their own
communities,” said Timothy
Murray, president and CEO
of the Worcester Chamber.
“These youth are our future
leaders. We want them to
know and understand their
community can offer them
a unique college experience
and fascinating job opportu-
nities, and provide insight
and perspective on the city’s
history, leadership, business
community, and government
make-up.”

Coordinated by Walter
Jovel, the Institute identi-
fied 25 youth, ages 15 — 21,
who are participating in the
city’s YouthWorks employ-
ment program and who were
nominated by their employ-
er. They are participating in
a six-week, summer leader-
ship program as part of their

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

employment program.

“We think this is an awe-
some opportunity to enhance
our employment program,”
said Jeff Turgeon, executive
director of MassHire Central
Workforce Board. “These
students have already shown
initiative by participating in
the YouthWorks program,
and by offering extended
learning experience outside
of the typical workday, are
able to give them a unique
experience and hopefully
a greater appreciation for
their community.”

The Institute, which will
run from July 11 to Aug. 15,
will introduce the partici-
pants to the business, gov-
ernment, education, and
nonprofit sectors in a vari-
ety of ways including talks
and question-and-answer
sessions with the leadership
structures of various sectors
and organizations.

The youth participants are
all a part of the Worcester

Place your ad‘'tods

174-200-730

YouthWorks employment
program, where they are
working Monday through
Thursday at the City or other
area nonprofits. Topics have
included career exploration
as well as leadership focus
areas from the Worcester
fabric, such as entrepre-
neurism, economic devel-
opment, public health, and
nonprofit organizations.

The program launched
in 2014 after conversa-
tions between Tim Murray,
George Smith and Ron Scott
from United Families for
Change, Worcester Mayor
Joseph Petty, City Manager
Edward Augustus, and City
Councilors Philip Palmieri
and Sarai Rivera. All of the
partner organizations came
together and have graduated
150 students over the past
nine years.

FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

FOR SALE

-Grandfathers clock
Grank telephone

Hutch with

4 shelves full

of antiques

Best Offer

Gall 508-765-5190

Cruiser

One Owner
108 Hours

2005 Yamaha
Jet SRi Fx

High Output

Excellent Condition
Including Cover

$ 4,500 OBO
Call 508-248-2950

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’

experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph's Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER

Leicester Food Pantry

St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish

759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM

NORTH BROOKFIELD

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry

Located in the church hall at 296 North
Main St. North Brookfield

Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the
month from 5:00-6:30PM

the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12
Noon-1:15PM

Any questions should be directed to the
Rectory office 508 867-6469.

St. Joseph's Food Pantry is a community
partner affiliated with the Worcester County
Food Bank.

OXFORD

Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf

Oxford Community Center

4 Maple Road

Oxford, MA 01540

Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

ROCHDALE

The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church

674 Pleasant St.

Rochdale, MA

Distribution: Every Monday from 12:00 -
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.

SOUTHBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry,
Located in the St. Anne Church basement,
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations

Contact: 508-347-6398

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY

Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA 01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry,
Located in the St. Anne Church basement,
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations

Contact: 508-347-6398

WEBSTER

Webster-Dudley Food Share

4 Church St #2

Webster, MA 0570

Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
Dudley residents.

Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD

Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry

First Congregational Church

36 North Main Street,

W.Bookfield, MA 01585

Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM
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August programs at the Worcester Talking Book Library

WORCESTER — The
Worcester Talking
Book Library pro-
vides free materials to
Massachusetts residents
of any age who are unable
to read traditional print
due to a visual or phys-
ical disability. We have
access to more than 1.2
million volumes of acces-
sible material, including
digital books, large type
books, audio-described
videos, braille, and mag-
azines in recorded and
braille format. Providing
mail-order service by tele-
phone as well as service
on a walk-in basis, the
Worcester Talking Book
Library serves customers

from nine months to more
than 100 years old. We
are located at Worcester
Public Library, 3 Salem
Square in Worcester,
Mass. Programs take
place at the Worcester
Public Library unless
otherwise noted. These
programs are typical-
ly geared toward those
who are blind or visual-
ly impaired, but all are
welcome to attend! Best
of all, they are free!
Questions? Call us at
508-799-1730 or email talk-
book@mywpl.org.

Tuesday Movie
Matinees

All showings are at 2

p.m. in the Banx room
unless otherwise noted.
Movies are audio-de-
scribed for the visually
impaired. No registra-
tion. Snacks provided!

Aug. 12: “Going in
Style.” 2017. Rated PG13.
96 minutes. Starring
Morgan Freeman,
Michael Caine, and Alan
Arkin, who team up as
lifelong buddies who
decide to buck retire-
ment and step off the
straight-and-narrow for
the first time in their
lives when their pension
fund becomes a corporate
casualty. The three risk
it all with a daring bid to

knock off the very bank
that absconded with their
money.

Aug. 26: “A Real Pain.”
2024. Rated R. 89 minutes.
Starring Kieran Culkin
and Jesse Eisenberg.
Mismatched cousins
David and Benji reunite
for a tour through Poland
to honor their beloved
grandmother. The adven-
ture takes a turn when
the odd-couple’s old ten-
sions resurface against
the backdrop of their
family history.

Summer Night Sounds
with Hands On Nature
Monday, Aug. 11, 3 p.m.,

Banx Room. No registra-
tion required.

What makes those
amazing songs we hear
outside our windows
during the warm summer
nights? Is that a cricket, a
katydid, a treefrog? Join
Heather from Hands On
Nature to learn who’s
making those chirps and
peeps! You might be sur-
prised at what you learn,
and your nighttime lis-
tening experience will be
greatly enhanced!

Accessible Tech for
Apple Devices

Thursday, Aug. 21, 10
a.m., Banx Room. No reg-
istration required.

Learn the latest in
Apple’s assistive tech for
the blind and visually
impaired with an expert
from the Massachusetts
Association for the Blind
& Visually Impaired.
This program will focus
on assistive technology
for the iPhone, iPad, and
Apple watch.

Worcester Public
Library is located at 3
Salem Square, Worcester.
Parking will be validated
for the McGrath Lot.

Y
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WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD

b

“‘f«« NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on Cbop
% Rd, Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 i
Homes being built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Wood Flooring Throughout w/
Ceramic Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in
Closet & Private Full Bathr, Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/
Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

/’

hope2o0wn.com

508.943.4333

Starnon Pelletier - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

REAL ESTATE GROUP
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

THOMPSON - 34 BONNETTE AVE () Suug Fanbon Yilla) ) WEBSTER-11PARKRD.  STURBRIDGE 66 WESTWOOD IR
o0 o ;X ' WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT \J?..l A — " WATERFRONT LAND
n eautifu onnette g . O e o

Acres! Handsome & well-
maintained  3-bedroom,
2-bath Split entry home!
Cathedral Ceiling living
room & Sunroom! Gen-
erator, Extensive irrigation
- system. 2 Car Garage.

- assisted sale  $449,900

MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the beaten path,
on a rarely traveled side road! Each apartment
boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living area ~ the1st floor
Apt has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath. The 2nd Floor
Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs & Full Bath. Updated Boil-
ers w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks Heat by Natural
Gas. $510,000

C'  WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLERD

2 Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready| X\
. Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining ™ *
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great
& Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub.
ardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
= tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath,
- kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator.
Morton Barn Style Garage .39 acre
$435,000

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake! Secluded
11.61 Acres - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Se-
rene! Potential for up to 5 house lots! 119’ road-
front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 +

Cedar Lake is full recreational- $899,000

| Welcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE”
offering the perfect blend of mod-
ern amenities. Recently remodeled
open concept kitchen living room
& dining area featuring granite
== countertops, new flooring & recent
.. | appliances. Updates include roof,
" windows, doors, Roth oil tank &
Hot Water Heater New heating sys-
tem $405,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST' **THE VILLA'S at SNUG HAR

BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-

tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular
Seasons! It's more than a home - it a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,075,000

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd Webster Lake Waterfront Webster Lake Waterfront I e&,{m abe WW
o] WEBSTER  LAKE 88 Umon Point 8 Long Island SORRY, SOLD. W ‘4/ W .é’ota
1 WATERFRONT! Excellent  oppor- Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cot- WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT! gm pm zd
iUST SIMPLY AN | tunity! Natural tage, with Rare BoatHouseIn%udwlllEx}\r,lemeily Ur&lunﬂCéean 15 OEDAR PﬂINT RD
B i 3 el Maintained, Modern .

POFlyl'(l;JFI{\IE'I[')‘I(?LE\?EF;K : \é\{]eos::me Bezzct:?lﬂ A sor}ven\}enc'es; \évitgesé)hgran [)f In Beautiful, Calm, Zuter (?Aw

1 4 I- I m s _ 0
"“ | Sunsets - Views £ BRE 500 Bt Harwond ~ 100+/- feet of Pris Lot# 1003R Natural Level Shore line

31,000 SQ FT OF
LAND! Summer Cot-
tage on 9482 SF of
land.Commanding view, breathtaking Western

- tine, Sandy Shoreline!
| Boasting 6 Large
| rooms, 2 Baths, 3

of Middle to North
Pond! 7,000 +/- Sq.
Ft. Waterfront Lot!
Fireplaced living

3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line

—Stove, Wrap-Around Screened
w/FuII

= Porch, Lg Outbuildin
Bath/Shower/Laund
shop. Patio! Town

tr/SWr +

Sunsets + 5 Waterfront Lots across the street, Private Well for Outdoor &or - Bedrooms, Garage. 50004/ Sq Ft $350,000 SORRY SOLD!

on 4 of the 5 possibly buildable o erage, o e e o =mm Allon a Private road Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line

assisted sale $1,199,900 | "$660,000 Simalin e L $1,000,000 7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 SORRY SOLD!
PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

B, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 =

Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

SAT. AUGUST 16TH « 10AM-2P
DUDLEY BLACK TAVERN REAL ESTATE FAIR

Information Available for Buyers and Sellers on
Title 5 Inspections - Home Inspections - Properties for Sale
Homes for Heroes Rewards - Stop & Chat
Mortgage Financing Programs « Drawings for Gift Certificates

DUDLEY- NEW CONSTRUCTION

LEICESTER- ONE LEVEL LIVING

*2 Acres
4 Pine Hill Road, Oxford j 2¢Creat Room
Stunning new 3-bdrm, 2.5 bath 2,400 SF home on a 4 *Haifiwf)z 4
private 3/4 -acre lot at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac. Floors

White cabinet Kit, quartz countertops, center is-
land & SS appliances. Open floor plan and hardwood
floors throughout the 1st fir. Quality finishes.

T i Call Rich Anzalone
W RE/MAX A-Team Realty 508-736-5731

| * Customized

| Features Include

8’ Quartz Center
Island

128 Old Southbridge Rd $795,000

*Vinyl Sided *4 Heat Pﬁmps *Generator
Hookup * 3 Bedroom * 2 Car Garage

2 Victor Ave $465,900

“1 SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Wh.e n ERA Key Realty
Experlence EEEEEEEEEE SERVICES
onna rlannery xealtor
By <o an d D Fi Realtor®
Kin. 508-612-6771 S \ =
commitment Donnaflanneryrealtor.com bra “j 1
fl key.
Matter OVIR 30 YEARS SELINGLOCA REM ESTATE. An Informational OPPOY tunity
Mary Vig]iatura Sto]arczyh NATIONAL ERA HNA;::,:“:‘E’“:E FOR CUSTOMER fOl‘ Buyel‘ S and Sellel’ S tO Leal‘ n AbOllt
O S s | g et g | e g Real Estate at Your Leisure
/; [E) MESRealty.com o mawsormeoos il 508.013.7669 ﬂﬁ 25 Union St Worcesses MA ot0s 3 B
\ Lo 4 el X - 508-943-7 o nion St., Worcester S
N Mary@WillSellit.com 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|
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BARTLETT HIGH CLASS OF 1995 CELEBRATES 30-YEAR- REUNION

The Bartlett High School Class of 1995 from Webster will be holding their 30th high school reunion on Saturday, Sept. 13 at Tree House Brewing, 129 Sturbridge Rd., Charlton. There
will be a designated area for the members of the class to gather and celebrate starting at 2 p.m. Outside food and non-alcoholic beverages are allowed to be brought to the brewery.
For more information contact Erin at (508) 341-5347 or elanderson1228@gmail.com.

Courtesy

Master Masons gather for Family Fun Day

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

HUDSON — On Sunday, Aug. 10,
Master Masons, their family and

friends converged to the grounds of the
American Heritage Museum, located

A/C SALE! MATTRESS SALE!
o —

43” Smart TV.

g T — —"}!—W e

in Hudson, for the Masonic Family Fun
Day.

The main field at the museum was
full of pop-up tents, that represented
all the Masonic Districts in the state.
There were all kinds of foods and games
for children and adults. Children were

WE INSTALL

TWIN: $199

(REGULARLY $299)

FULL: $269

(REGULARLY $499)

SAMSUNG

WASHER & DRYER
#46300 Reg. $1599.99

slzgg.ss

(REGULARLY $599)

TELEVISIONS,
MICROWAVES &
DISHWASHERS!

\__AFTER REBATE! ) |

lining up at the 24th Masonic District’s
pop-up tent, that was selling cotton
candy and snow cones. Master Masons,
as far as western Massachusetts,
traveled the long distance to attend
this event. What a way to meet other
Brethren and their family from other
lodges throughout the state. The fellow-
ship and comradery were fun for all.

The best part of this family fun day
was at the American Heritage Museum
exhibits. Representing Americas con-
flicts from the American Revolutionary

{ War to today. The amount of military

equipment on display was amazing,

| there were tanks of different wars,

from different countries, to cannons,
artillery, trucks, war plans of all kinds
and much, much more. It brought you
back in time with all the war battles on
display and the stories from decades
past. Some of these exhibits brought
tears to your eyes, with what our sol-
diers endured. If you would like more
information about Freemasonry, go to
www.massfreemasonaryorg to find a
lodge nearest you.

Courtesy

Children all excited and waiting
to get cotton candy and snow cones at
the 24th Masonic District pop-up tent.
Backgrounds all lined up, side by side are
pop-up tents from other Masonic Districts,
from throughout the state participating in
this Masonic Family fun Day event.

Best prices of
the Year!

WE SELL E-BIKES!

(51200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

BIKE SALE!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

\( GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

DELUXE
FRIGIDAIRE
INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99
S| .99
999

Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$349.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV.

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99

QUEEN: 5299

TP ———
SAMSUNG TOP LOAD

WASHER & DRYER
Pair - Reg. $1199.99

\__AFTER REBATE! J

GAS RANGE
Reg. $899.99 Reg. $399.99

$ .99
. ssss.ss 299 ‘

G.E.DELUXE ) FRIGIDAIRE )
AIR FRY DISHWASHER

Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Reg. $899.99

\ 3799.99

(WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. FT)) (
TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATO

Il ssgs.ss

LG #3400

WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

18 CU. FT. OVER THE STOVE
REFRIGERATOR MICROWAVE
Reg. $699.99 Reg’ $24999

FRIGIDAIRE ][FAMOUS MAKER )

‘199" J *1399*

(" GE27CU.FT. [
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $1999.99 FREEZER

‘1399 °189*

(MAYTAG DELUXE ) [ WHIRLPOOL )

WASHER OR || SIDE BY SIDE

DRYER Reg. $1499.99 Reg. $459.99
Reg. $699.99

5CU. FT.
CHEST

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER

‘548~ |(‘1199*|°399*

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

WHITCO

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

- usmc_'*vm
VISA B ' Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 10am-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

Courtesy

Winner Nancy Hattabaugh holds her gift
certificate from Point Breeze Restaurant.

Friends of
the Library

enjoy a
sweet reward

WEBSTER — Congratulations
to Jane Place and Nancy Hattabaugh,
winners of $100 gift certificates to Point
Breeze Restaurant. All new and con-
tinuing members of the Friends of the
Gladys E. Kelly Library of Webster
were eligible for the prize drawing held
on Aug. 1. Place and Hattabaugh know
there are other benefits to joining the
Friends, too, like discounted tickets
to the annual gala, Bites, Books and
Blooms, coming up on Sept. 25.

All members of our communi-
ty are winners when people join the
Friends. With membership fees start-
ing as low as $10, the Friends support
the many programs for children and
adults at our local library. Just last
week children’s programs included
Indoor/Outdoor Fun (bouncy castle!),
Storytime, Friendship Bracelets, and
adults could enjoy yoga, Music of the
Beach Boys, and mindfulness training,
all free of charge. These programs are
not included in the town budget. They
are paid for solely by the Friends.

Check out all that is going on at
the library in downtown Webster this
week, and say thank you to a Friend.
Better yet, become a Friend yourself
and do your community a favor! There
are no required meetings to attend,
no obligations. You are simply adding
your contribution and your name to the
list of people who recognize all that the
library is doing. Ask how to join at the
circulation desk or visit the Web page,
https://gladyskellylibrary.org/about-
us/friends.
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