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MUSIC 
BINGO AT 
HOLLAND 
COMMUNITY 
CENTER
The  Friends  of Holland 
Community Center will be host-
ing a Music Bingo event with 
Amanda Meli  on  Saturday, 
April 6 from 6-8 p.m. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. The Center 
is  located  at  40 Brimfield 
Rd. in Holland.   This fundrais-
ing event has been a huge suc-
cess in the past, so we suggest 
you  purchase  your tickets 
ahead of time by calling 413-

245-3163 or stopping by the Community Center Monday through Thursday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. (We are open most eve-
nings, you may call for evening hours.) Tickets are $10, and you will automatically be included in the door prize drawing. 
We will also have a table with raffle baskets and gifts.  All proceeds benefit programs and events for all ages held at the 
Holland Community Center. 

Free by request to residents of Charlton, Charlton City and Charlton Depot
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  Southbridge schools seek $42 million, 
need “massive repair”

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— The school district 
will be seeking $42 mil-
lion to operate this year, 
with $9.7 million coming 
from local taxes. Accord-
ing to last week's public 
hearing by Receiver Jef-
frey Villar and Business 
Manager Seth Racine, 

that's “the bare mini-
mum allowed by law,” 
but represents an addi-
tional $428,142 coming 
from local taxpayers.

“We can't get much 
more conservative than 
this budget at this point,” 
Villar added.

 At the same time, Vil-
lar noted Southbridge 
is getting an extra $2.86 

million in Chapter 70 
and other state educa-
tion aid, plus has recent-
ly accumulated “more 
than $2 million” in vari-

ous grants. One of  those 
links the high school to 
Clark University to ad-
dress kids' mental health 
issues and could mean 

$2 million by itself  over 
several years.

As many know, the 
schools have been in 
receivership for many 

years, and still face sig-
nificant issues. Villar 
said they've seen “sig-
nificant progress” in 

Charlton police 
arrest student 
with pellet gun 

on bus
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Charlton police have released 
details concerning a reported firearm on a Dud-
ley-Charlton Regional School District bus that result-
ed in the arrest of  a student.

According to a release from District Superinten-
dent Steven Lamarche, officials at around 3 p.m. on 
March 14 at Shepherd Hill Regional High School were 
informed that a student was possibly in possession 
of  a weapon onboard bus #53. After communicating 
with School Resource Officer Philip Megas of  the 
Charlton Police Department, an investigation took 
place that confirmed the suspicions.

“Officer Megas worked with the Charlton Police 
Department. Upon responding, a 12th grade Shepherd 
Hill Regional High School student did have a pellet 
gun in their possession. The student was immediate-
ly taken into custody,” Lamarche said in a statement 
to parents. “Bus #53 carries students from Shepherd 
Hill Regional High School and Dudley Middle School. 
This is now a Dudley and Charlton Police matter, and 

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — Pole 
hearings normally last 
only slightly longer than 
it takes to read the legal 
notice, since they almost 
never have questions.

But four related ones 
at the March 18 select-
men's meeting triggered 
all kinds of  neighbor-

hood concerns. Com-
bined, the four involved 
erecting 18 poles near 
and along Podunk Road 
to carry three-phase 
powerlines for electrici-
ty from a Charlton solar 
array.

The objections start-
ed almost immediately, 
with Chris Williams say-
ing she didn't want a pole 

stuck right in front of 
her home. 

Julie Mina said she's 
concerned the project 
will involve removing 
up to 50 trees, which 
now provide screening 
from traffic and general-
ly block passing people 
from seeing the aban-
doned road behind her 
house. If  they're gone, 

she said she's worried 
that people might ven-
ture down there far more 
often than now.

“I wouldn't have built 
[here] had I known they 
were going to take down 
those trees,” she said. 

She suggested having 
a road gate, plus a “sound 
barrier and dust barri-
er,” and also expressed 
concern the high-tension 
wires might be a health 
risk to her two young 
children.

Selectman Mary Dow-
ling said she thought the 
gate was a “reasonable 
request,” but didn't know 
whether the board has 
the authority to order Na-
tional Grid to install it.

Town Administrator 
Robin Grimm noted that 
road is public, shared by 
both the town and state, 
albeit not maintained. 
Thus, she said she'd need 
to check the law to see if 
Sturbridge can gate it. 
That “might not be some-
thing we could do, even if 
both parties approved,” 
she said.

The National Grid 
spokesmen said they 
didn't know about health 
risks and argued a gate 
would slow emergency 
response. They said the 
plan called for erecting 
all-new poles that will be 
38 feet high (taller than 
the present ones) and de-
signed to carry heavier 
wires. One of  those (at 
the top, called the tree 
wire) is not electrified, 
but designed to catch 
the weight of  falling tree 
limbs and protect the 
electrified lines beneath 
it.

They said the upgrades 
will improve service to 
homes in that area, in-
cluding laterals to them, 
since “service in that 
area is not good, not reli-

SCHOTT donates $5,000 towards Southbridge Youth Center
S O U T H B R I D G E 

— SCHOTT, a local glass 
manufacturer, is com-
mitted to supporting sur-
rounding communities 
through various efforts 
particularly, programs 
that foster growth and 
enrichment for our local 
youth. 

This month, SCHOTT 
generously donated 
$5,000 to the local youth 
organization, Bridge 
of  Faith Youth Center 
(BOFYC), to support their 
efforts in “bridging the 
gap” amongst local mid-
dle and high school-aged 
children in the South-
bridge community. The 
BOFYC’s program goal 
is to provide local youth 
from sixth to 12th grade, 
a place where they can 
have access to the sup-
port and resources neces-
sary to experience higher 
education.

The Bridge of  Faith 
Youth Center is construct-
ing a state-of-the-art fa-
cility, only steps away 
from the SCHOTT North 
America, Inc. plant.  On 
March 20, SCHOTT col-
leagues, Vicki Shrews-
bury (Director of  HR), 
Doug Reed (Director of 
Operations), and Brigitte 
Sterf  (Marketing Man-
ager) joined Massachu-

From left to right: Kent Boyle (BOFYC Treasurer), Doug Reed (SCHOTT), Esteban Carrasco Jr. (BOFYC Executive Director) Vicki 
Shrewsbury (SCHOTT), Yamilka Castillo (BOFYC Secretary), Mass. Senator Ryan Fattman (Worcester and Hampden District) 
Mass. State Rep Elect John Marsi (6th Worcester District)

Want to learn more about the Bridge of Faith Youth Center? Check out their website at https://bridgeoffaithyouthcenter.org/

setts State Senator Ryan 
Fattman (Worcester and 
Hampden District) and 
Massachusetts State 
Representative Elect 
John Marsi (6th Worces-
ter District) at the youth 
center. During this visit, 
SCHOTT presented Kent 
Boyle (BOFYC Treasur-
er), Esteban Carrasco, 

Jr. (BOFYC Executive 
Director), and Yamilka 
Castillo (BOFYC Sec-
retary), a $5,000 “Hero 
Sponsor” level donation 
to support the organiza-
tion's efforts. 

“SCHOTT is very 
proud to be a part of  the 
Southbridge community 

and to support oppor-
tunities that will foster 
stronger community 
ties and empower the 
next generation to reach 
their full potential,” said 
Shrewsbury.

“We are extremely 
grateful to SCHOTT for 
their continued invest-

ment in the youth of  our 
community, this gift will 
have a generational im-
pact,” Carrasco, Execu-
tive Director of  Bridge of 
Faith Youth Center.  

As a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization, the Bridge 
of  Faith Youth Center re-

Turn To STUDENT page  A14

Turn To PODUNK RD.  page  A14Turn To SCHOTT page  A14

Turn To SCHOOLS page  A14

  Podunk Road pole plan draws heat



CHARLTON — Charl-
ton residents are invited 
to help clean up the Town 
for Earth Day 2024. The 
roads are strewn with 
trash, so show your ap-
preciation for the planet 
by cleaning up a mile (or 
two!) on Saturday, April 
27. 

Online registration 
begins April 1 at https://
www.townofcharlton.
net/238/Earth-Day-Com-
mittee.  Sign-up for a 
road, or portion of  a road, 
or sign up in person the 
morning of  the event. 
Beginning at 8 a.m., road 
volunteers may pick up 
yellow bags, gloves, safe-
ty vests, boxes of  water, 
and pickers on the Town 
Common.  Supplies cour-
tesy of  a grant from The 
Last Green Valley and 
from donations from 
The Charlton Recreation 
Commission,  and sever-

al Earth Fest Planning 
Group members.  A lim-
ited supply of  pickers is 
available, one per family/
group. Please reuse pick-
ers from previous years if 
you have them. 

The Earth Day Com-
mittee urges volunteers 
to use caution when pick-
ing up roadside trash. Use 
gloves and wear bright 
clothing or a safety vest. 
Never open containers 
containing unknown sub-
stances.  If  you find nee-
dles or syringes, contact 
the Police for disposal; do 
not touch or place them 
in bags with other refuse. 
Citizens can 
bring the 
filled bags 
to the dump-
ster, donated 
by Casella 
Waste, be-
hind Town 
Hall. 

 Town to mail “leak list” notices to residents
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — After delaying it 
from the previous meeting, the select-
men voted 4-1 to abate half  of  a nearly 
$3,000 water bill that hit local property 
owners Sylvie and Miki Baca last fall. 

Town Administrator Robin Grimm 
also said she'd draft a letter to mail to 
everyone on the water system to in-
form them of  the existence of  the “leak 
list” and urge them to check it regular-
ly to see if  their home or business is on 
it. She noted the next meter reading is 
April 1, but the letter will go out before 
the bills do. 

Some selectmen noted that might 
spark a flurry of  abatement requests. 
To even be considered for one, peo-
ple seeing issues with their bills must 
contact the town within 10 days of  the 
bills being sent out. Such requests go 
through the finance department first, 
but can be appealed to the selectmen 

acting as water/
sewer commis-
sioners.

“It could be a 
real headache. 
But we have this 
and need to fix it,” 
Chair Jamie Good-
win said. 

Later, he also 
observed, “I don't 
care how we stop 
having multiple 
bills for people on 
the leak list, but 
this is not accept-
able. Frankly, this 
is on Veolia be-
cause they're the 
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Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Winter
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Lilyann and I 
want to be a teacher!   
Lily is a creative, energetic, and 

caring girl. She likes to sing and 
learn TikTok dances. Lily loves 
gymnastics. She likes to listen 
to music and journal. She has a 
great sense of humor with playful 
banter. Lily is a leader with a take 
charge attitude. She’s a great ad-
vocate for herself and others. She 
wants to be a teacher in the future. 
Lily attends school daily and re-

ceives some additional support 
in school. She is a strong student 
and does well academically. Lily 
takes initiative and thrives with one 

on one attention. 
Lily would do well with a family of any constellation who would be able 

to support a gradual, planful transition. Lily says she would love to have 
two parents and a younger sibling. She loves animals and would love 
to have a dog. Lily is of Caucasian descent. Lily would do well with ex-
perienced parents who can provide a supportive, consistent structure. 
She would like to maintain contact with her former foster mother. She 
has contact with two younger siblings, as well as phone contact and 
occasional visits with her father, who resides out of state. 
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/8795 
  Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . 
Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guid-
ance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out 
all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Lilyann 
Age 14 

Blackstone Valley Tribune

2 columns x 3 inches

800.521.0111   MA Auc Lic# 111 • Ref #24-2050

Info, Full Terms, Broker Reg & More at:

www.JJManning.com

38 William Ward St., Uxbridge, MA
2,594± sf Ranch on .4± Acres

Abuts State Park with Forest Views
Friday, April 5 at 11am On-site

Open House: Thursday, March 28 (11am-1pm)

AUCTIONReal 
Estate

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR  
The Town of Brookfield is seeking qualified 
applicants for the position of Town Adminis-
trator. Responsibilities include professional, 
administrative, supervisory, and technical 
work. See job description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary commensurate with experience. 
Current appropriation $89,989.00 

Please submit a resume and cover letter to 
Selectmen@brookfieldma.us. 

Open until filled.
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer
 

Charlton celebrates Earth Day April 27
The Charlton Middle 

School held its annual 
design contest focused 
on this year’s Earth Day 
theme, Planet vs. Plastics. 
Sixth-grader Lia Nguyen 
created the winning tee 
shirt design (attached). 
These tee shirts, which 
are donated by Millenni-
um Power Company, are 
available on a first come, 
first serve basis, one per 
person. 

Charlton will continue 
its Earth Day celebration 
with Earth Fest, to be held 
on the Town Common 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  In 
case of  inclement weath-

er, the Fest will be moved 
inside to Dexter Hall on 
the second floor of  the 
Charlton Public Library. 
A variety of  vendors will 
promote environmental-
ly sustainable lifestyle 
choices and teach ways 
to help the earth, its ani-
mals, and plants. 

Vendors include An-
nieMike’s Honey, Bless-
ings Farm, the Buffum-
ville Army Corps of 
Engineers, Capen Hill 
Nature Sanctuary, Charl-
ton Business Alliance, 
Charlton Conservation 
Commission, Charlton 
Garden Club, Charlton 

Heritage Preservation 
Trust, Cornerstone Bank, 
Eric’s Aviaries, Keep 
Charlton Beautiful Com-
mittee, The Last Green 
Valley, Local 4 Life, the 
Opacum Land Trust, Sec-
ond Chance Mobile Adop-
tion, and the Shepherd 
Hill Regional High School 
Envirothon Club. 

The Grey Whiskey 
Pickers and Wormtown 
Mugwumps, Worces-
ter’s premier purveyors 
of  jug band music, will 
provide live musical en-
tertainment.  The event 
will also feature several 
food trucks, including No 

Coast Kitchen, Timeless 
Fry & Grill, 3 Kings BBQ, 
The Toasted Roasters, 
Suzie Q’s Ice Cream, and 
more. 

Volunteers also have 
an opportunity to win 
raffle prizes donated by 
Treehouse Brewery and 
Cornerstone Bank.

Thanks to the Charlton 
Recreation Commission, 
Cornerstone Bank, Mil-
lennium Power, and Ted’s 
Package Store for spon-
soring this year’s event. 
The Last Green Valley 
has provided financial 
support for Charlton’s 
Earth Day Fest.

Southbridge Senior Citizens 
Association announces bus trip to 

Hart’s Turkey Farm
SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Senior Citizens Association, based at 

the Casaubon Senior Center, 153 Chestnut Street in Southbridge is pleased to an-
nounce that it is accepting reservations for its trip to Hart’s Turkey Farm restau-
rant in Meredith, New Hampshire.

The bus trip will be held on Saturday, Aug. 24. The trip will depart from the 
St. Joseph’s Church parking lot at 10 H Putnam Rd. Extension at 7:30 a.m. bound 
for Hart’s Turkey Farm, located in Meredith, New Hampshire. Once there, trip 
goers will have a choice of  Turky, Roast Beef  or Broiled Haddock. After enjoying 
a delicious meal, the bus will depart for Wolfeboro, New Hampshire to visit the 
Wright World War II Museum. At the museum travelers will enjoy a self-guided 
tour including exhibits of  aircraft, tanks and everyday life during the war years. 
Once our visit to the museum is completed, we will board our motor coach for the 
return trip home. We expect to arrive in Charlton around 7:30 p.m.

The price for the trip is $119. Seats may be reserved by filling out a reservation 
form available at the Casaubon Senior Center or by requesting a form at south-
bridgeseniorcitizens@yahoo.com and submitting a $25 per person deposit in per-
son or by mail to the Casaubon Senior Center, 153 Chestnut St., Southbridge, MA 
01550. Checks are to be made payable to: And Away We Go Travel. Final payments 
are due no later than July 24. For questions regarding the trip you may call John 
at 774-230-6472. Come enjoy a beautiful day with your friends!

only ones who knew about the leak list 
in this present group.”

The issue stemmed from a leak water 
contractor Veolia's routine meter-read-
ing system picked up at 425 Main St., 
initially last summer. Veolia superin-
tendent Shane Moody described the 
“leak list” at the last meeting, noting it 
has existed for years, but has been used 
only when customers complain about 
bills. He wasn't at this meeting.

Mary Blanchard was the sole no 
vote, saying she didn't see the issue as 
the town's fault. To her, abatements in 
general mean “other ratepayers are 
footing the bill on this” when proper-
ty owners have some responsibility to 
maintain their systems.

The other selectmen agreed with 
that point, but supported abating half 
the cost (meaning the Bacas will get re-
imbursed). Mary Lou Volpe said she's 
concerned about “repercussions for 
prior people” who were denied abate-
ments, while Mary Dowling noted the 
town “could have mitigated” the leak 
“because we had the information.”

Technically, the board observed that 
Veolia is a “private vendor,” not a town 
department. It's overseen by the DPW, 
but they noted this issue predates Di-
rector Heather Blakeley's becoming 
director and told her not to “take own-
ership” of  it. 

She noted the “leak list” has 100 

properties on it now, although some of 
them are probably businesses that use 
water 24 hours a day, and thus not actu-
ally leaking. They initially talked about 
sending the notice with the next bill, 
but Blakeley said they contract out bill-
ing and can only add two lines to it, not 
a detailed note. But they will be posting 
the list on the website and updating it 
often.

As Goodwin put it, the leak list is 
“complicity. I don't think it's the cause” 
of  this problem. He decried using the 
list as Veolia has been, rather than “to 
circumvent our wasting hundreds of 
thousands of  gallons of  water. That 
is problematic, and that is not your 
[Blakeley's] fault.”

Blakeley said she was “not sure who 
made that determination” to create 
and use the leak list this way.  But be-
cause of  the recent concerns, Grimm 
has had her start reviewing the billing 
data before mailings with Finance Di-
rector Barbara Barry, although “that's 
never been a DPW duty.” Grimm not-
ed they've been finding “a whole host 
of  errors in inputting and data entry” 
they didn't know about previously.

That change somewhat riled Good-
win, who said it amounted to setting 
policy without selectmen's approval.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 



SOUTTHBRIDGE — The 
Southbridge Police Depart-
ment reported the following ar-
rests during the week of  March 
18-25.

Sean Moodie, age 39, of 
Southbridge was arrested on 
March 18 in connection with a 
warrant.

Jessica M. Powers, age 42, of 
Southbridge was arrested on 
March 21 for Possession of  a 
Class B Drug. Ryan Fortier, age 
29, of  Southbridge was arrest-
ed during the same incident for 
Distribution of  a Class B Drug 
(subsequent offense) and in 
connection with a warrant.

A 21-year-old male from 
Southbridge was issued a 
summons in lieu of  arrest on 
March 21 for Lar-
ceny From a Per-
son over the age 
of  65 and Larceny 
of  an amount less 
than $1,200 By 
False Pretense.

Destyne Ellen 
McKeon, age 35, of 
Oxford was arrest-

ed on March 22 for Shoplifting 
By Concealing Merchandise.

A 26-year-old female from 
Worcester was issued a sum-
mons in lieu of  arrest on March 
22 for Operating a Motor Vehi-
cle after suspension of  license 
and a Motor Vehicle Lights Vi-
olation.

A 42-year-old male from 
Southbridge was issued a 
summons in lieu of  arrest on 
March 22 for Leaving the Scene 
of  Property Damage and a 
Marked Lanes Violation.

A 31-year-old male from 
Southbridge was taken into 
protective custody on March 22 
for Domestic Assault and Bat-
tery, Assault on a police officer, 
Resisting Arrest, and Disorder-

ly Conduct.
Iniajia Shaila Louise John-

son, age 21, of  Southbridge was 
arrested on March 23 in con-
nection with a warrant.

Reinaldo Rosado Ortiz, age 
41, of  Southbridge was arrest-
ed on March 24 for Unlicensed 
Operation of  a Motor Vehicle.

Isaias Velasco, Jr., age 23, of 
Southbridge was arrested on 
March 24 for Disorderly Con-
duct and Interfering with a po-
lice Officer. Donnovin Michael 
Aviles, age 19, of  Southbridge 
was arrest during the same in-
cident for Carrying a Firearm 
Without a License, Possession 
of  Ammunition Without an 
FID Card, and Possession of  a 
Large Capacity Feeding Device.
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Advanced
BUILDING SERVICES

Southbridge Mass

774-230-4231
New Construction •Additions • Remodeling

Decks & Porches • Kitchens & Baths
Basements • Windows & Doors • Siding & More

774-230-4231 • glenlatour69@gmail.com

PRINCIPAL ASSESSOR
The Town of Brookfield is seeking qualified applicants for the posi-
tion of Principal Assessor. Responsibilities include professional, ad-
ministrative, supervisory, and technical work related to the enforce-
ment and interpretation of Department of Revenue regulations as 
pertaining to property tax assessment and abatement; valuation of 
real and personal property; analysis of deeds, plans of land own-
ership information and other data. Administers Chapter 61, con-
ducts field inspections, measures buildings, reviews market data 
and inspects interiors of structures to determine value. Qualified 
applicants should have experience in municipal assessing.  Can-
didates should have Massachusetts Accredited Assessors (MAA) 
certification or the ability to obtain certification. 
Preference will be shown to applicants proficient in Vadar, GIS, Pa-
triot and Microsoft Office. 
Applicants must have a valid motor vehicle operator’s license and 
must pass a CORI check.
Hours are Monday - Thursday (36 hrs.)  Salary commensurate with 
experience. Current appropriation $59,563.87. 
Please submit a resume and cover letter to Pking@brookfieldma.us. 
Open until filled. 

“The Town of Brookfield is an Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action Employer. 
We assure you that your opportunity for employment with the town will be 
based only on your merit, without regard to race, religion, sex, age, national 
origin or disability.”

LINE DANCING
for the Absolute Beginner

Thursdays from 5-7pm
starting  April 4, 2024

at The Hayloft Barn,
Sturbridge, MA
6 week program $48

To register - email
forty.arroyo@gmail.com

or call 508 461 7247 - LL

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

 Talented Hairstylist Wanted
Thriving Auburn Salon seeks Talented Hairstylist!  
If you’re passionate, hardworking and ready to el-
evate your career, contact us today to explore how 
you can become part of our growing salon and 
spa family.  Let your creativity flourish in an envi-
ronment where talend is celebrated and success is 
a shared journey.  Whether you prefer renting or 
commission, this is your opportunity to be a part of 
an exceptional salon with a united and skilled team.  
Contact us for a beautiful career move!  

untamedsalonspa@gmail.com 
confidentiality respected

Highway Superintendent: 
The Town of Brookfield is seeking 
an experienced full-time Highway 
Superintendent. Full job descrip-
tion at brookfieldma.us. 
Please submit resume and cover 
letter to selectmen@brookfield-
ma.us. Application review will be-
gin after March 28th.  Resumes 
accepted until position is filled. 
Brookfield is an equal opportunity 
employer

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

QCC offers free tax return 
assistance through VITA program
WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community 

College is once again offering free tax assistance 
through the IRS’s Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance (VITA) program. Certified volunteers and 
trained QCC students will assist with preparing 
tax returns for people who make $60,000 or less 
and people with limited English language skills. 
The VITA program provides services primari-
ly at the Main South Community Development 
Corporation and also offers workshops at QCC’s 
main campus in Worcester and the QCC at South-
bridge location.

“Everyone should know how to do their own 
taxes. This program helps us get to know where 
our money is going and why,” said Mohamed 
Kanafani, a student in the Business Administra-
tion Transfer program at QCC.

“This is a good resource, especially for low-in-
come families,” said Business Administration 
Transfer student Nahum Echevarria, adding, 
“Sometimes when you’re done, clients are really 
grateful and you get to see their smile and grati-
tude.”

Elizabeth Coffey, another Business Adminis-
tration Transfer student, noted that clients speak 
a variety of  languages and the VITA program 
has an advantage over other tax establishments 

in that many volunteers can translate during the 
tax preparation process. Coffey speaks Spanish, 
Echevarria speaks Spanish and Portuguese and 
Kanafani speaks Arabic.

QCC has been involved with the VITA pro-
gram since 2018, thanks to the work of  QCC As-
sistant Professor of  Accounting Eduardo Rivas.

“Students learn about taxes, but also other 
skills that they can put on their resume,” Rivas 
said.

Anna Kessler, a biology student, noted that the 
program has helped her learn how to work with 
people and remain empathetic yet professional 
during difficult conversations.

New to the program this year is a tax-specific 
platform, which allows for the entire process to 
be done remotely. According to Rivas, remote op-
tions were previously available but piecemealed 
together, whereas the new platform seamless-
ly allows for fully remote service including the 
signing and uploading of  documents as well as 
remote communication.

QCC’s VITA services are offered through April 
12. For more information visit www.qcc.edu/ser-
vices/income-tax-assistance or email Eduardo 
Rivas at erivas@qcc.mass.edu.

Don’t fall victim to scammers claiming 
affiliation with Sheriff’s Office

REGION — Worcester 
County Sheriff  Lew Evan-
gelidis is issuing a warning 
to residents regarding a re-
cent phone scam involving 
the Sheriff ’s Office. The 
phone scammer poses as an 
employee of  the Sheriff ’s Of-
fice and informs the victim 
that they have an arrest war-
rant or charges filed in their 
name or that of  a loved one. 
The scammer then demands 
payment of  a fine to avoid be-
ing arrested and serving jail 
time.

 
Another common phone 

scam involves telling individ-
uals they have missed jury 
duty, which also results in a 

fine.
 
“Unfortunately, we recent-

ly received a report of  an in-
dividual who was scammed 
out of  over $20,000,” com-
mented Worcester County 
Sheriff  Lew Evangelidis. 
“With the amount of  infor-
mation sharing and readily 
available data on consumer 
habits, scammers may know 
where you bank, the products 
you buy, or the names of  your 
loved ones. Scam artists will 
go to any length to trick you 
into sharing personal infor-
mation or issuing irrevers-
ible payments.”

 
According to the Federal 

Communications Commis-
sion, or FCC, this type of  scam 
is called spoofing. Spoofing is 
when a scammer deliberate-
ly falsifies the information 
transmitted to your caller 
ID display to disguise their 
identity. Scammers often use 
neighbor spoofing so it ap-
pears that an incoming call 
is coming from a local num-
ber or spoof  a number from 
a company or a government 
agency that you may already 
know and trust. 

 
In the case of  the Sheriff ’s 

Office scam, the scammers 
use the names of  actual offi-
cers and “spoof ” the depart-
ment’s phone number. The 

scammer asks for money to 
clear up a non-existent war-
rant. In some instances, the 
caller requests that payments 
be made in the form of  gift 
certificates or via apps such 
as Venmo or Cash App. The 
scammer will then have the 
victim remain on the line un-
til the victim purchases the 
gift certificates or relays spe-
cific financial information to 
the scammer.

 
The Worcester County 

Sheriff's Office encourages 
people to be aware of  calls 
like this and to never give 
personal or financial infor-
mation over the phone to 
anyone whom you didn’t call 

yourself.
 
"Our department does not 

contact residents and demand 
payment or ask for credit card 
information. Today's scam 
artists are always testing new 
tactics. Residents need to be-
ware of  any unsolicited calls 
that ask for their personal or 
financial information,” com-
mented Evangelidis. "These 
callers can sound convincing, 
may be aggressive, and try to 
intimidate you with threats 
of  jail time or steep fines. We 
encourage anyone who gets 
a suspicious call to hang up 
and contact their associated 
institutions directly to verify 
any requests.”

Southbridge police log
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**!! Massage Therapy Haven Available !!**
Seeking a serene space for your massage therapy practice?

**Tranquil Retreat ** 
Separate Entrance, serene waiting room ~

 Ideal for massage therapy sessions.
**Endless Potential **

Customize the space for various massage modalities
 and related services...

 inside an existing business to help inrease your clients... 
Amazing location with great visibility and ample parking.
Ready to elevate your massage therapy practice?

Contact Us Today!
 untamedsalonspa@gmail.com

Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:30 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

Police Department (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ..............  (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School...........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  
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BRIMFIELD 
$320,000, 1494 Dunhamtown Brimfield Rd, Aikey, Scott C, 

and Aikey, Debra A, to Ja Property Group LLC.

CHARLTON
$715,000, 124 Oxford Rd #122B, T Reardon Builders Inc, to 

Ricard, Jeffrey A, and Ricard, Meredith.
$241,000, 40 Carroll Hill Rd, Butler, Patricia A, and Bank 

Of  America Na, to Scribner Development LLC.
$150,000, Carroll Hill Rd #5, Gunter LLC, to Doherty, Ke-

lan P.
$130,000, E Baylies Rd #2, Meagher, Katherine G, and Me-

agher, Charles F, to Kennedy, Tom, and Williams, Sarah.

HOLLAND
None

SOUTHBRIDGE
$333,500, 45 Sunny Hill Dr, Helliwell, John A, to Santiago, 

Isaias, and Desmarais, Genevieve.
$255,000, 328 Worcester St, Scudder Bay Capital LLC, to 

Chamberland, Derek C.

STURBRIDGE
$735,000, 13 Meadow View Ln, Blodgett, William A, and 

Blodgett, Susan F, to Singh, Bablesh, and Bhadwal, Savita.
$715,000, 118 Leadmine Ln, Kellaher, Gary F, and Kella-

her, Sherry L, to Carlson, David S.
$715,000, 98 Gladding Ln, Paquin, Teresa, to Kellaher, 

Gary F, and Kellaher, Sherry L.
$470,000, 170 Shepard Rd, Gaboury Robert L Est, and 

Stevens, Rose M, to Destefano Jr, Daniel, and Destefano 
Sr, Daniel.

$225,000, 505 Main St, Bounphasaysonh, Jenny, to Stl505 
LLC.

Real Estate

Joshua Hyde Public Library

306 Main St., Sturbridge
508-347-2512
mayent@cwmars.org

KIDS PROGRAMS
SPRING STORYTIMES 

- Tuesdays and Fridays at 
10:45am. April 2 through 
June 14th (except for April 
16, 19, and May 7). Drop in 
for stories, songs, rhymes, 
and a craft! Children must 
be accompanied by an adult 

caregiver. No registration 
required. 

SCHOOL VACATION 
WEEK - Monday, April 15 
through April 19.

Tuesday, April 16 at 
10:30am - BUILDWAVE - a 
STEM workshop for kids. 
For ages 5+ with an adult 
caregiver. Registration is re-
quired.

Thursday, April 18 at 
2:00pm - DIY SPA KIT with 
The Burncoat Center for 

Arts and Wellness. For ages 
8-12 with an adult caregiver. 
Registration is required.

Friday, April 19 at 11:00am 
- SING & SWING with Deb 
Hudgins. For children in-
fant through 6 years with an 
adult caregiver. Registration 
is required.

Thursday, April 25 at 
6:00pm - LEGO CLUB. Ages 
5-12 with an adult caregiver. 
Registration is required.

ALL AGES PROGRAM
Monday, April 8 at 2:45pm 

- SOLAR ECLIPSE GATH-
ERING. Join us on the 
Common to watch the solar 
eclipse. Solar eclipse glasses 
will be available while sup-
plies last. No registration 
required.

TEEN & ADULT PRO-
GRAMS

Tuesday, April 9th at 
4:15pm on Zoom*. DATA 
ART. Meet artist and scien-
tist Jill Pelto. She uses wa-
tercolors to tell stories about 
science data. Registration is 
required and you may watch 

the program on your own 
or at the Sturbridge Senior 
Center (located at the Feder-
ated Church) with others.

Saturday, April 27 at 
1:00pm - 3D FELTED SCULP-
TURE presented by Pop up 
Art School. In this begin-
ner’s class, you will learn 
how to use a barbed needle 
and merino wool roving to 
create a cute otter. Needle 
felting is fun, easy and relax-
ing. For ages 13+. Registra-
tion is required.

Tuesday, April 30 from 
3:00pm to 6:00pm - COMMU-
NITY PUZZLE SWAP. Love 
puzzles? Come share. Do-
nate beforehand or on the 
day of  the swap. Bring your 
own, take one home. Puzzles 
of  all sizes. In addition, ta-
bles will be set up to work co-
operatively during this time.

BOOK GROUPS
Afternoon Book Group ~ 

Exploring the Importance 
of  Place - Tuesday, April 9 at 
1:00pm - This month’s book 
is “CROW MARY” by Kath-

leen Grissom. No 
registration re-
quired.

A r m c h a i r 
Travelers Book 
Group ~ Challeng-
ing Boundaries - 
Wednesday, April 
17 at 6:30pm - This 
month’s book is 
“THE DUTCH 
HOUSE” by Ann 
Patchett. No reg-

istration required.
World Build-

ing Book Group ~ 
a book group for 
lovers of  science 
fiction and fanta-
sy - Tuesday, April 
23 at 6:30pm. This 
month’s book is 
“SLEEPING GI-
ANTS” by Sylvain 
Neuvel. No regis-
tration required.



milial or parental status 
or sexual orientation.

Non-Discrimination 
Statement

In accordance with 
federal civil rights law 
and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civ-
il rights regulations and 
policies, this institution 
is prohibited from dis-
criminating on the basis 
of  race, color, national 
origin, sex (including 
gender identity and sex-
ual orientation), disabil-
ity, age, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity.

Program information 
may be made available 
in languages other than 
English. Persons with 
disabilities who require 
alternative means of 
communication to ob-
tain program informa-
tion (e.g., Braille, large 
print, audiotape, Amer-
ican Sign Language), 
should contact the re-
sponsible state or local 
agency that adminis-
ters the program or US-
DA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Re-
lay Service at (800) 877-
8339.

To file a program 
discrimination com-
plaint, a Complainant 
should complete a Form 
AD-3027, USDA Pro-
gram Discrimination 
Complaint Form which 
can be obtained online 
at: https://www.usda.
gov/sites/default/files/
documents/USDA-OAS-
CR%20P-Complaint -
Form-0508-0002-508-11-
28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from 
any USDA office, by 
calling (866) 632-9992, or 
by writing a letter ad-
dressed to USDA. The 
letter must contain the 
complainant’s name, 

address, telephone num-
ber, and a written de-
scription of  the alleged 
discriminatory action 
in sufficient detail to in-
form the Assistant Sec-
retary for Civil Rights 
(ASCR) about the nature 
and date of  an alleged 
civil rights violation. 
The completed AD-3027 
form or letter must be 
submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of 

Agriculture
Office of  the Assis-

tant Secretary for Civil 
Rights

1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410; or

2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 

690-7442; or
3. email:
p ro g r a m . i n t a ke @

usda.gov

This institution is an 
equal opportunity pro-
vider.

• Stonebridge Press •5www.StonebridgePress.com Thursday-Friday, March 28-29, 2024

Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 03/25/24 was $3.69 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL
570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma

tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Changing jobs? Consider these 401(k) options: 
•   Leave the money in your previous employer's plan
•   Move it to your new employer's plan
•   Roll it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
•   Cash out the account subject to early withdrawal penalties

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works 
best for you. 

New job, new retirement account options

IRT-1948L-A AECSPAD 21342433 

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com www.Stonebridge

Press.com
For 

Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

FISKDALE — Tan-
tasqua Regional School 
District/Union 61 Public 
Schools Food Services 
programs offer healthy 
nutritious meals for 
breakfast and lunch. 
Free and reduced priced 
meals are available to 
qualifying households. 
For a Free and Reduced 
Meal Application, they 
are available at each of 
our schools, or online at 
http://www.tantasqua.
org/superintendent/
docs/massachusettsfre-
ereducedpriceschool-
meals.pdf     

TRSD/Union 61 Pub-
lic School Districts

320A Brookfield Rd.
Fiskdale, MA 01518
Free or Reduce Price 

Meals for breakfast and 
lunch are available any-
time throughout the 
school year. Please note 
your children may qual-
ify for free or reduced 
meals if  your household 
income falls within the 
limits on the chart below.

FEDERAL ELIGIBILI-
TY INCOME CHART For 
School Year 2023-2024

Households will be no-
tified of  there children’s 
eligibility for free or re-
duce meals if  they are 
members of  the house-
hold’s receiving assis-
tance from the: 

Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program 
(SNAP) 

Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Res-
ervations (FDPIR); or 

Temporary Assis-
tance for Needy Fami-
lies (TANF) if  the State 
program meets Federal 
standards. 

Households will be 
notified of  any child’s 
eligibility for free meals 
if  the individual child 

is other Source Categor-
ically Eligible, because 
the child is categorized, 
as defined by law as:

Foster
Homeless, 
Migrant, 
Runaway, 
Enrolled in an eligible 

Head Start, or 
Enrolled in an eligible 

pre-kindergarten class. 

If  children or house-
holds receive benefits un-
der Assistance Programs 
or Other Source Categor-
ically Eligible Programs 
and are not listed on the 
notice of  eligibility and 
are not notified by the 
school of  their free or 
reduced mal benefits, 
the parents or guard-
ian should contact the 
school or should submit 
an income application. 
Household notified of 
their children’s eligibili-
ty must contact the LEA 
or school if  the house-
hold chooses to decline 
the free and reduced ben-
efits.

TRSD/Union 61 Pub-
lic Schools prohibit dis-
crimination against its 
customers, employees, 
and   applicants for em-
ployment on the basis of 
race, color, national or-
igin, age, disability, sex, 
gender identity, religion. 

reprisal, and where 
applicable, political be-
liefs, marital status, fa-

Tantasqua Regional School District offers free and reduced meals

Tantasqua Regional School District offers free and reduced meals

FISKDALE — Tantasqua Regional School District/Union 61 Public Schools Food Services 

programs offer healthy nutritious meals for breakfast and lunch. Free and reduced priced meals 

are available to qualifying households. For a Free and Reduced Meal Application, they are 

available at each of our schools, or online at 

http://www.tantasqua.org/superintendent/docs/massachusettsfreereducedpriceschoolmeals.pdf       

TRSD/Union 61 Public School Districts

320A Brookfield Rd.

Fiskdale, MA 01518

Free or Reduce Price Meals for breakfast and lunch are available anytme throughout the school

year. Please note your children may qualify for free or reduced meals if your household income

falls within the limits on the chart below.

FEDERAL ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART For School Year 2023-2024

Maximum Household Income Eligible for Free

Meals

Maximum Household Income Eligible for

Reduced Price Meals

Household size Yearly Monthly Weekly Yearly Monthly Weekly

1 $18,954 $1,580 $365 $26,973 $2,248 $519
2 25,636 2,137 493 36,482 3,041 702
3 32,318 2,694 622 45,991 3,833 885
4 39,000 3,250 750 55,500 4,625 1,068
5 45,682 3,807 879 65,009 5,418 1,251
6 52,364 4,364 1,007 74,518 6,210 1,434
7 59,046 4,921 1,136 84,027 7,003 1,616
8 65,728 5,478 1,264 93,536 7,795 1,799
Each additonal person: +6,682 +557 +129 +9,509 +793 +183

Households will be notified of there children’s eligibility for free or reduce meals if they are members of 

the household’s receiving assistance from the: 

 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

 Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR); or 

 Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) if the State program meets Federal standards. 

Households will be notified of any child’s eligibility for free meals if the individual child is other Source 

Categorically Eligible, because the child is categorized, as defined by law as:

 Foster

 Homeless, 

 Migrant, 

 Runaway, 

 Enrolled in an eligible Head Start, or 

 Enrolled in an eligible pre-kindergarten class. 

Opacum Land Trust to hold Annual Meeting breakfast
PALMER — Are you interested in outdoor recre-

ational access and protecting land, water, and wild-
life for current and future generations? We invite 
you to join your Central Massachusetts land con-
servation organization, Opacum Land Trust, for 
the Annual Meeting Breakfast at 10 a.m. on Satur-
day, April 27 at Pathfinder Regional Technical High 
School, Panek St, Palmer. Come and enjoy a hot com-
plimentary breakfast and learn about how you can 
make a difference this Earth Month with Opacum 
Land Trust. Hear about what is happening locally 
to protect local land, water, and wildlife, and learn 
about what Opacum Land Trust has in store for 2024 
and updates on current projects. There will be a 
50/50 raffle, Opacum merchandise, and information 
about land conservation in your local community at 
the breakfast. 

At noon, we will lead a walk with Opacum Direc-
tors at the Jean M. Booker Conservation Area on Hov-
ey Rd, Monson. You can learn about forestry, reading 

the landscape, the history of  our New England land-
scapes, and more on this naturalist led walk. 

REMEMBER TO RSVP – Please RSVP by April 
18. You can RSVP online at www.opacumlt.org/
events/2024-annual-meeting-breakfast/, by scanning 
the QR code below or call the Opacum Land Trust of-
fice at (508) 347 – 9144.  

Opacum Land Trust is a regional, non-profit land 
conservation organization protecting land for wild-
life, forestry, farming, water, and outdoor recreation. 
We work in a 13-town region stretching from east-
ern Hampden Country and southwestern Worcester 
County in the towns between Monson and Charlton. 
Founded in 2000, Opacum currently protects over 
2,200 acres of  land and is actively working to protect 
more land across the service area. Reach out to us 
at Opacum Land Trust, PO Box 233, Sturbridge, MA 
01566; 508-347-9144, and visit the website for news and 
events at www.OpacumLT.org



Everyone has been 
squeezed by inflation.  
Prices are up but in-
come, for most, remains 
flat, whether we’re on 
social security or still 
earning a wage.  Once 
you pay for housing and 
food, if  you can, what 
money is left?

And you can’t walk 
out the door naked.  You 
still need to clothe your-
self.  $100 lululemon 
sweatpants are proba-
bly out of  the question.  
Where to shop, then?

Good thing that thrift 
stores and thrifting are 
on the rise.  Seventy-five 
percent of  all U.S. con-
sumers are willing to or 
prefer to shop at thrift 
stores; for millennials, 
at the bottom of  the 
wage pool, the percent-
age rises to 83 percent.  
Thrifting is not only 

becoming necessary be-
cause of  our wallets, it 
is also good for the en-
vironment, as I’ve writ-
ten about before (2,000 
gallons used in the cre-
ation of  a single pair of 
jeans, for instance, not 
to mention the energy 
and chemicals).  

Further good news 
that Charlton City UMC 
at 74 Stafford Street 
boasts of  one of  the best 
thrift stores in the area, 
and it opens for the sea-
son April 19.  Starting 
April 19, we’ll be open 
Fridays and Saturdays, 

9 a.m. to 2 p. m.  We are 
excited to once again 
serve the community in 
this tangibly meaning-
ful way.

You may have expect-
ed me to write about 
Holy Week and Easter, 
as that is what time of 
year it is.  But I am re-
minded, by our serving 
the homeless in Worces-
ter on Easter day, rather 
than going home to our 
own private celebra-
tions, that the most im-
portant thing we do as a 
church is to live the good 
news.  Talking about 
how good God is pales 
in comparison to living 
God’s goodness.  And 
we certainly hope we 
are doing that by help-
ing our community stay 
clothed affordably.

We’ll see you April 19!
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The 
origins of 
the Easter 

Bunny
The Easter Bunny will be getting 

a workout this season, as the newly 
fallen deep snow in some parts of  
New England may make for some 
difficult travel. But alas, with bas-
kets filled with colorful eggs and 
chocolates, this beloved character 
has been a part of  Easter celebra-
tions worldwide. Where does this 
tradition stem from?

The legend of  the Easter Bunny 
traces its roots back centuries, inter-
twining folklore, mythology, and reli-
gious symbolism. While its precise 
origins are a bit of  a mystery, vari-
ous theories and cultural influences 
have contributed to the emergence 
of  this cherished icon.

One prevailing theory suggests 
that the Easter Bunny’s lineage can 
be traced back to ancient pagan ritu-
als celebrating spring and fertility. In 
pre-Christian Europe, the hare was 
revered as a symbol of  fertility and 
new life, representing the arrival of  
spring after the barrenness of  win-
ter. As Christianity spread across 
the continent, pagan customs meld-
ed with Christian traditions, giving 
rise to a hybridized celebration that 
incorporated elements of  both.

Another theory proposes that 
the Easter Bunny found its way 
into Christian festivities through 
German immigrants who settled in 
America during the 18th century. In 
German folklore, the “Osterhase” 
or Easter Hare, was believed to lay 
colorful eggs as gifts for children 
who had been good. This tradition 
evolved over time, with the hare 
eventually morphing into the famil-
iar bunny we know today, and eggs 
becoming synonymous with Easter.

Furthermore, the association 
of  rabbits with Easter can also be 
attributed to their prolific breeding 
habits, symbolizing fertility, abun-
dance, and the cycle of  life. This 
symbolism aligns seamlessly with 
the Easter narrative of  rebirth and 
resurrection, making the bunny a 
fitting emblem for the holiday.

Whether nestled in the pages of  
children’s books, adorning decora-
tions, or delighting young hearts 
during egg hunts, the Easter Bunny 
continues to evoke a sense of  wonder 
and joy.

Spring is almost here, which means 
it’s time for some spring cleaning. This 
year, in addition to tidying your home 
and surroundings, you might want to 
consider sprucing up your financial en-
vironment, as well.

Here are some suggestions for doing 
just that:

Improve your vision. Once the days 
are warmer and longer, you may want 
to get outside and clean all the winter 
grime and smudges from your win-
dows, allowing you to see the world 
more clearly. And you may want to 
bring more focus to your financial vi-
sion by asking some key questions: Is 
my investment strategy still appropri-
ate for my needs, goals, and family sit-
uation? If  not, what changes should I 
make? And am I prepared for changes 
in my life, such as health challenges or 
a need to retire earlier than planned? 
The answers to these and other ques-
tions can help you clarify where you 
are, in terms of  your financial picture, 
and where you want to go.

De-clutter. As you look around your 
home, you may find things such as 
expired health care products, old pre-
scriptions, ancient cleaning solutions, 
and so on, in addition to duplicate 
household items (how many blenders 
do you really need?) and non-working 
equipment — printers, laptops, etc. 
Most people find that eliminating this 
clutter gives them a good feeling – and 
more livable space. As an investor, you 
can also find clutter in the form of  re-
dundant investments — for example, 
you might own several nearly identical 
mutual funds. You might be better off 
selling some of  these funds and using 
the proceeds to find new investments 
that can help you further diversify your 
portfolio. As you may know, diversifica-
tion is a key to investment success, but 
keep in mind that it can’t prevent all 
losses.

Plant seeds of  opportunity. Whether 
they’re planting camellias and crocuses 
or carrots and cilantro, gardeners are 
busy in the spring, hoping their efforts 
result in lovely flowers and tasty foods. 
And when you invest, you, too, need to 
plant seeds of  opportunity in the form 
of  investments that you hope will grow 
enough to enable you to make progress 
toward your goals. So, you may want 
to review your portfolio to ensure it’s 
providing this growth potential, given 
your individual risk tolerance.

Reduce dangers. You may not think 
about it that much, but your home and 
surroundings can contain potential 
hazards. You might have ill-fitting caps 
on cleaning products with toxic chemi-
cals, or sharp cutting instruments pro-
truding from shelves in your garage, or 
heavy, cracked tree branches hovering 
close to your roof. Spending some time 
on a spring-cleaning sweep can get rid 
of  these dangers — and devoting time 
to consider the possible threats to your 
financial security, and those of  your 
family, can pay off, too. For starters, re-
view your life insurance to determine if 
you’ve got enough. Your employer may 
offer some coverage as an employee 
benefit, but it might not be sufficient, 
so you may need private coverage. And 
the same is true for disability insur-
ance, because if  something were to 
happen to you, and you couldn’t work 
for a while, you’d still want to protect 
your family’s lifestyle. 

Spring is a great time for brighten-
ing your physical space — and your fi-
nancial one, too.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com.

Time for financial spring 
cleaning?

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

By Rev. John H.D. Lucy

Charlton City UMC

Beyond the 
Pews

Thrift revival

Suicide – the whispered epidemic
BY DR. RB MCFEE

Did you know the theme song to the 
movie and television show “M*A*S*H” 
was titled “Suicide is Painless?”

I can assure you as a physician, sui-
cide is anything but “painless.”  Any 
doubt, ask the ones who survived the 
gunshot blast, the poisoning, the oth-
er instruments of  self  harm. And for 
the ones who did die from suicide, the 
pain never fully leaves the ones left be-
hind. Trust me, suicide is not painless. 
But like the title to MASH theme song, 
sadly remains largely invisible. It is a 
stealth pandemic. 

And like so many clinical situations, 
there isn’t one simple test or treatment 
for this complex, deadly challenge. 
While the outcomes are the same – 
death, disability, loss and grief, the 
causes and interventions are varied. 

Consider the following information 
from the Collaborative Assessment and 
Management of  Suicidality (CAMS)1 

In Massachusetts, suicide is the 
2nd leading cause of  death for ages 

10-24
2nd leading cause of  death for ages 

25-34
4th leading cause of  death for ages 

35-44
6th leading cause of  death for ages 

45-54
10th leading cause of  death for ages 

55-64
19th leading cause of  death for ages 

65+
The statistics for veteran suicides 

are no less encouraging. 
According to various medical, men-

tal health and suicide prevention orga-
nizations, the need for greater aware-
ness, opportunities for dialogue, places 
for support, counseling and therapeutic 
interventions are at a critical juncture. 
How could it be otherwise when peo-
ple who otherwise are in their peak of 
health succumb to self  inflicted harm? 

Think about it…the second leading 
cause of  death for young adults is sui-
cide.

From the time I started an adoles-
cent practice in New York over 20 years 
ago, to today suicide remains a leading 
cause of  death afflicting teens.  

Some might argue the suicide rates 
are worse than ever before, and in cer-
tain groups they would be right. 

What are we missing? 
As a child I remember my aunts 

whispering the word “cancer” when 
talking about a family member who 
recently died. I asked my grandmother 
why the whispering. I ask myself  today 
why when talking about the cause of 
death of  a loved one we still whisper 
the word “suicide?”  

We’ve come a long way since then; 
“cancer” is no longer whispered, and 
significant progress has been made. 
The public was engaged, preventive 
and protective strategies were pursued, 
money raised, research increased and 
therapies developed. The same can be 
achieved with suicide.

Sadly, the stigma of  mental illness 
remains. It, too, in many ways is the 
whispered epidemic. But it is that de-
nial and subsequent need for greater 
awareness of, participation in preven-
tion strategies, availability of  trained 
professionals and opportunities to 
reach out and help those who are at 
risk, that contributes to the problem. 

How can we do better? After all, 
we’re all in this together.

For starters, treat suicide as any 
other largely preventable disease. We 
don’t need another high profile event to 
tell us what we know – that kids, teens, 
young adults and even the elderly are 
dying from self  inflicted methods. 

And, as one of  the leading causes of 
preventable death for virtually all age 
groups, with rising rates and suicide 
attempts even in the elderly, clearly we 
need to stop whispering the word! 

Although there is no one size fits 
all approach, there are ways we all can 
make a difference.

In addition to increasing the avail-
ability of  and access to mental health 
services, is the underutilized but im-
portant role of  protective factors. 

Each of  us can become a safe place. 
We can volunteer or share our exper-
tise with organizations working to pro-
vide greater services. 

We can be good to ourselves and oth-
ers. 

For example, bullying is a known 
contributing factor to suicidal ide-
ation.  Let’s stop treating it as a right of 
passage, let’s stop the denials (“not my 
child” ); let’s stop exhorting the victims 
to toughen up,  and lets get involved 
in curtailing the physical and online 
bullying.  One way is taking a greater 
interest in what your children are expe-
riencing in their cyber world.

And we can encourage seeking help 
– whether mental health counseling, 
speaking with clergy, getting help from 
primary care. 

There is a suicide help line in addi-
tion to general emergency numbers….

Emergency Phone Numbers
988 Suicide Help
911 General Emergency Help
Here are some common ingredients 

in the deadly internal mix that leads 
one to a dark place:

· Feeling alone
· Feeling hopeless
· Feeling like he or she doesn’t mat-

ter
· Feeling like there is no point or 

purpose to their life
· Shame/Guilt
If  someone you know has men-

tioned, talked about or worries you 
concerning suicide or self  harm, be 
a friend, save their life, help them get 
help.

We can take suicide from the whis-
pered epidemic to one that is openly 
discussed. Thankfully there are in-
creasing numbers of  groups from 
musicians collaborating with mental 

Turn To SUICIDE page  A16



Spring has sprung 
and gardening season is 
around the corner!    As 
all home growers know, 
it takes careful plan-
ning and many hours 
of  labor to produce a 
bountiful garden.    While 
nearly every successful 
gardener has their own 
special tricks to ensure 
a productive crop, the 
novice planter may need 
a helping hand to nudge 
green sprouts from unco-
operative soil.      If  that’s 
the case, the following 
tips culled from various 
“green thumbed” sourc-
es, including previously 
published tips from read-
ers, may just be all you 
need to make this the 
most successful garden-
ing season yet.  

**
The addition of  peat 

moss is necessary to keep 
window boxes and other 
container gardens prop-
erly watered.  But, if  you 
are not wetting down the 
peat moss before adding 
it to the soil, you may be 

doing your garden more 
harm than good.    Peat 
moss must be moist-
ened before it is used 
in potting mixes.  When 
dry, the substance actu-

ally repels water!  
Here’s how to pretreat 

it: If  you want to wet a full 
bag of  peat moss, poke 
several holes in the bot-
tom of  the bag and open 
the top. Then pour water 
slowly into the top of  the 
bag until it seeps out of  
the bottom holes.    Push 
on the bag and knead it 
to ensure the peat is get-
ting saturated.    To test, 
scoop out a handful of  
peat moss and squeeze 
it.    If  you can squeeze 
water out, it is ready to 
use.   If  not, keep wetting 
until you can.

**
Here’s an easy test to 

gauge if  your garden soil 
is ready to plant.  Simply 
scoop up a handful of  
dirt and squeeze it into a 
ball.  If  the ball crumbles 
when you release your 
fingers, the soil is all set 
for digging.    If  the ball 
sticks together, the soil is 
still to wet to work.

**
Flower bulbs are now 

plentiful at large garden 
centers.    But, bulbs sold 
at such places are a bar-
gain only if  you know 
how to avoid poor quali-
ty bulbs.    Here are some 
tips:

* Bulbs should feel 
solid and heavy.    If  they 
are light, they may be 
dried out.  

* Avoid bulbs with dis-
colored, dark or moldy 
spots.

* Make sure there are 
no holes or other signs of  
insect damage on bulbs.

* Pick over bulbs that 
have sprouted; it is better 
if  they grow roots first. 

**
Color Tip:    Garden 

designers recommend 
most flower gardens have 
a splash of  red. The bright 
color acts as a stunning 
accent when planted in a 
clump among white flow-
ers and thick greenery!

**.       
            Farmer’s Planting 

Timetables
Our forefathers took 

great pains to plant crops 
at the precise time of  
year to promote a boun-
tiful crop.    With this in 
mind, below is this col-
umn’s annual reminder 

of  some interesting “old 
farmer’s tales” that indi-
cate when it is time to 
plant garden vegetables:

 
Lilac’s Bloom: When 

the lilacs have their first 
leaves it is time to plant 
cool-weather crops such 
as peas, lettuce, and 
onions.    When the lilac 
flowers are in full bloom, 
it s safe to plant tender 
crops such as tomatoes 
and corn.

 
Native American’s 

Rule: The American 
Indians passed this reli-
able tip on to European 
colonists, and many 
farmers still rely on 
it today.    Tender crops 
should not be planted 
until    the    leaves on an 
oak tree are as big as a 
squirrels ear (about an 
inch or so long). 

 
Moon Signs: Many nat-

ural gardeners plant suc-
cessfully by the phases 
of  the moon.    Here’s 
how:    Between the new 
moon and the first quar-
ter: sow or transplant 
leafy plants and those 
that bear seeds on the 
outside of  the fruit, such 

as strawberries.  
Between the first quar-

ter and the full moon: 
plant crops whose seeds 
develop inside the fruit, 
such as tomatoes, peas, 
beans and squash.  

From the full moon to 
the last quarter:    plant 
root vegetables.

Never plant from the 
last quarter to the new 
moon.  

 
**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
c o u r s e 
dinner for 
two at the 
renowned 
restaurant, 
l o c a t e d 
on Route 
131 across 
the town 
c o m m o n 
in historic 

Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a tip 
that  has worked for 
you?  Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household 
or garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?   Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.
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Courtesy

Don Cook with a nice brown trout caught last 
weekend at Lousia Lake. 

Trout fishing is producing  some 
impressive fish in Mass. waters, with 
some impressive rainbow trout being 
caught at various ponds and lakes in the 
valley.  Mass. has pretty much stocked 
all ponds and lakes in the valley at least 
once, and trout will continue to be stocked 
up to Memorial Day weekend. Because of  
the high water from recent heavy rain, 
streams and rivers may not be stocked 
until waters recede.  Many anglers are 
smoking the trout that they catch. 

The Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club will 
open their pond for the April trout fish-
ing derby on April 13, for members 
only. The pond will receive another huge 
trout stocking prior to the derby.  The 
derby will start at 7 a.m., and will end at 
10 p.m.  Cash prizes will be awarded for 
the largest trout. 

Trout fishing  anglers need to be 
reminded again that Wallum Lake in 
Douglas is closed to all fishing until April 
13, as the lake is controlled  by Rhode 
Island regulations.  When Wallum Lake 
opens, the trout limits are six fish per 
day. To check on all regulations, go to the 
Web site at Rhode Island freshwaterfish-
ing.com. 

Most local Rod & Gun Clubs in the val-
ley have 
had their 
a n n u -
al wild 
g a m e 
dinners, 
with tick-
ets selling 
out in one 
day.  The 

Whitinsville Fish & Game club will be 
holding their pistol & clay shoots every 
Wed at 6 p.m., and they are open to the 
public. Check out their newly renovated 
ranges. 

This past week, I was driving down the 
road on Route 16 near my house when 
a large rabbit was spotted crossing the 
road, and it was very large, but what 
made him stand out was the huge ears 
he was sporting. It was the size of  a large 
snowshoe hare, but it definitely was not 
a hare.  I had one in my backyard  last 
year.  Now, there are a lot of  rabbits 
throughout the valley area, but these do 
not have all the features of  the standard 
New England cottontail rabbits we are 
used to seeing. 

The Eastern cottontail rabbits are also 
located in New England, and have many 
of  the same features of  a New England 
cottontail. Whatever they are, they raised 
havoc with my vegetable garden and with 
my flower bed last year, prompting me to 
fence off  the garden this year. 

Bear are coming out of  hibernation, 
and sightings are being reported by 
homeowners throughout the valley that 
have bird feeders out.  They are the num-
ber one food source they enjoy eating.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

Trout season
 produces 

impressive fish
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Ball Horticultural Company — Courtesy

Heat and drought-tolerant Celosia 
Celway™ Salmon has spiky blooms 
atop 40- to 48-inch stems.

 
Add a warm, cozy feel to 

this year’s gardens with 
the 2024 Pantone Color of  
the Year, Peach Fuzz. It was 
selected for generating a feel-
ing of  kindness and tender-
ness and encouraging shar-
ing, community, and collab-
oration. Consider including 
this color in your garden to 
convey these emotions or as 
a good excuse to add more 
plants to your landscape. 
  This is the 25th year the 
Pantone Color Institute  has 

selected a color that reflects 
the spirit of  the times.  
These are colors you are 
likely to see in home fur-
nishings, advertisements, 
and even our landscapes. 
  Peach Fuzz lies somewhere 
between pink and salmon. 
Many garden plants have 
flowers that fit into this color 
spectrum and can be used in 
containers and garden beds.

 Dianthus VivaciaÔ Orange 
is hardy to zone 7a, but can be 
used as an annual in colder 
areas. The large double flow-
ers top 10- to 16-inch-tall plants 
and are showy during the 
cooler months of  the growing 
season. They combine nicely 
with other flowers and their 
sturdy stems make them suit-
able for cutting.

  SuperTrouperÔ  Orange 
Dianthus has similar colored 
flowers that are about 20% 
smaller. It is hardy in zones 5 
to 9 and has a spicy fragrance.

  Celosia Celway™ Salmon 
has the same heat and 
drought tolerance as other 
celosias. The spiky blooms are 
held atop 40- to 48-inch stems, 
making them great additions 
to the middle or back of  the 
border.

 If  you love salvias, you can 

find a variety of  peachy-col-
ored blossoms. These plants 
tend to be deer-resistant and 
hummingbird magnets. Just 
check the plant tag for more 
specific information on the 
mature size and hardiness.

  Luxury Lace daylily has 
subtly fragrant star-shaped 
flowers. Hardy in zones four 
to eight it has the same low 
maintenance requirements 
as other daylilies. Just water 
thoroughly when needed.

 Geum ‘Mai Tai’ has vermil-
lion red flowers that fade to a 
peachy pink early in the sea-
son. The 18-inch-tall burgun-
dy stems are a nice contrast 
to the flowers. Grow it in full 
sun with moist soil in zones 
five to seven. 

  Last but certainly not 
least is threadleaf  coreopsis 
‘Crème Caramel’ (Coreopsis 
verticillata ‘Crème Caramel’). 

Hardy in zones five to nine, 
it slowly spreads making it a 
nice addition to a sunny slope 
or traditional border. The fine 
foliage blends nicely with 
other flowers, adding wel-
come texture to any planting. 
Watch the peachy-pink flow-
ers deepen to salmon when 
temperatures cool.

 Use the artist’s color wheel 
to find colors that pair well 
with these and other peach-
fuzz-colored flowers and 
foliage. Then look for oppor-
tunities to  add interesting 
texture  for some additional 
pizzazz. You and your visi-
tors will enjoy the cozy warm 
feeling when walking through 
your landscape. 

 Melinda Myers has written 
more than 20 gardening books, 
including Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition  and 
Small Space Gardening.  She 
hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything”  instant 
video and DVD series  and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden Moment 
radio program. Myers is a col-
umnist and contributing edi-
tor for Birds & Blooms maga-
zine. Myers’ Web site is  www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Evoke positive emotions by adding  
Pantone Color of the Year to your garden

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Treat yourself like a million-dollar racehorse
Growing up, my dad was 

a huge fan of  Zig Ziglar, fill-
ing our home with the sound 
of  his motivational speeches. 
One story that always stuck 
with me was the story about a 
million dollar racehorse. 

Ziglar poses a thought-pro-
voking question: "If  you did have a 
million-dollar racehorse, would you 
let him stay up half  the night drinking 
coffee and booze, smoking cigarettes, 
and eating junk food?" Of  course, you 
wouldn't! He then extends the analo-
gy, asking, "Would you treat a $10 dog 
or a $5 cat that way? What about a bil-
lion-dollar body?"

The point he's trying to make is 
clear. You are that billion-dollar body. 
You may not feel like a Billion Dollars 
but nobody is going to bring you the 
life you want except yourself. It's true 
that you're are the best investment 
your money can buy. You must invest 
in yourself  to get far in life, but it takes 
work. Investing in yourself  takes time, 
patience, and sacrifice. 

This investment concept extends be-
yond the racetrack to the broader mar-
ket of  our personal development, where 
the stakes are high, and the returns on 
investment can be life-changing.

Consider your personal develop-
ment as a portfolio. Diversification is 
key to any sound investment strategy. 
Similarly, investing in oneself  encom-
passes various aspects: physical health, 
mental well-being, emotional strength, 
and intellectual growth. 

It requires consistent effort. Wheth-
er it's committing to a regular workout 

routine at the gym, attending night 
classes to further our education, or 
seeking therapy to address underly-
ing issues, each action signifies an 
investment in our well-being and fu-
ture success. 

Through the years, I eventually 
started to think of  myself  as an in-

vestment in my future, and I thought a 
lot about bad habits. Just like savvy in-
vestors review and adjust their portfo-
lios to optimize performance, we must 
periodically assess our habits, routines, 
and choices.

While we may know on an intellectu-
al level that we need to take care of  our-
selves to accomplish our dreams and be 
healthy, it's not easy, and bad habits are 
hard to kick. Very few of  us can kick a 
bad habit Cold Turkey. 

Bad habits, in this analogy, are like 
underperforming assets. They drag 
down our overall portfolio's value—our 
life's potential and well-being. Just as 
an investor wouldn't hold onto a stock 
plummeting in value without good rea-
son, we shouldn't cling to habits that 
don't serve our ultimate goals of  health, 
happiness, and success. 

Yet, the process of  divesting from 
these habits isn't akin to simply click-
ing a "sell" button. It's a gradual, some-
times challenging process of  trial, er-
ror, and perseverance.

I've been paying close attention 
to Bitcoin since 2016, and I'm always 
amazed at its volatility. Yet, amidst the 
ups and downs, it keeps trending up-
ward. 

Watching Bitcoin's ascent has taught 
me that volatility is part of  the journey. 

There will be days when our resolve 
weakens, and old habits resurface like 
a market correction testing investors' 
nerves. 

However, it's not the daily fluctu-
ations that define our success but 
the overall trend. If  you're gradual-
ly becoming more mindful of  your 
health, more resilient in facing stress, 
and more dedicated to your personal 
growth—even amidst occasional set-
backs—you're on an upward trajectory. 

Remember, the most significant 
investments don't yield returns over-
night. They require time, belief  in their 
value, and the patience to ride out the 
volatility. Your investment in yourself 
is no different. Each step toward break-
ing a bad habit, no matter how small, is 
a deposit into your billion-dollar body's 
account, accruing compound interest 
in the form of  a healthier, more fulfilled 
life.

As you continue on this journey, 
don't beat yourself  up if  you have the 
occasional backslide, stop counting cal-
ories for a couple of  days, get too busy to 
make it to the gym, or aren't able to stay 
on track the way that you thought you 
should. Volatility is part of  the game; 
just keep focused on making those baby 
steps and keep trending upward!

Keep the image of  the million-dollar 
racehorse in mind, and remember, that 
racehorse is you! Would you bet against 
a horse of  such value by neglecting its 
care? Unlikely. Then why bet against 
yourself ? By viewing each choice and 
habit through the lens of  investment, 
you position yourself  to succeed and 
thrive.

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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Country Bank appoints new corporators, 
trustee at Annual Meeting

REGION — Country 
Bank, a leading finan-
cial institution in West-
ern and Central Mas-
sachusetts, announced 
the appointment of  four 
new corporators and a 
new trustee at its Annu-
al Meeting on Monday, 
March 11.

James Phaneuf, Chair 
of  the Board   welcomed 
the new corporators to 
the Bank, stating, "We 
are thrilled to have these 
accomplished individu-
als join our team. Their 
diverse backgrounds and 
expertise will contribute 
to the continued success 
of  Country Bank."

Ivon Gois, President 
of  Gois Broadcasting, 
brings a wealth of  expe-
rience to the Bank. Based 
in Worcester, Mr. Gois 
operates 12 radio stations 
in New England and is 
well-known for his contri-
butions to the media in-
dustry, ethnic and racial 
diversity work and his 
and financial expertise.

Mechilia K. Salazar, 
CEO/Director of  Hope 
for Youth and Families 
Foundation in Spring-
field, is a respected leader 
in the nonprofit sector. 
Ms. Salazar's previous 

role as CEO of  the Lud-
low Boys and Girls Club 
demonstrates her com-
mitment to serving the 
marginalized and under 
banked communities. 
She often serves as the 
bridge between local 
businesses and the com-
munities they serve.

Samalid Hogan, a 
business consultant/
CEO, and principal at 
Greylock Management 
in Ludlow, is a seasoned 
professional with a 
strong track record of 
success. Ms. Hogan's 
leadership as past Pres-

ident of  the Springfield 
Rotary Club and her in-
volvement on various 
boards further highlight 
her dedication to mak-
ing a positive impact. 
Her passion for empow-
ering small businesses 
has made her a respected 
leader in the industry.

Walter Pacheco, a 
prominent figure in the 
hospitality industry, 
owns several Western 
and Central Massachu-
setts restaurants and in-
vestment properties. Mr. 
Pacheco's extensive busi-
ness acumen and local 

ties make him a valuable 
addition to the Bank.

In addition to the 
new corporators, Pres-
ident-elect Mary C. Mc-
Govern was appointed 
to the Board of  Trustees. 
Her expertise and lead-
ership will help guide 
the Bank's strategic ini-
tiatives and ensure its 
continued growth as she 
takes over as President 
on April 1. 

Country Bank is ex-
cited about the new ap-
pointments and looks 
forward to these indi-
viduals' valuable in-

sights into the markets 
it serves. With their 
combined expertise and 
dedication, the Bank is 
well-positioned to con-
tinue to make a differ-
ence in serving its cus-
tomers and communities 
for another 175 years.

About Country Bank
Country Bank is a 

full-service $1.8B mutual 
community bank serv-
ing central and western 
Massachusetts with 14 
offices in Ware, Palmer, 
West Brookfield, Brim-
field, Belchertown, Wil-

braham, Ludlow, Leices-
ter, Paxton, Charlton and 
Worcester. With a com-
mitment to personalized 
service and community 
involvement, Country 
Bank offers individuals, 
businesses, and munici-
palities a comprehensive 
range of  banking prod-
ucts and services. Coun-
try Bank is a member of 
FDIC, DIF, and the SUM 
network. Country Bank 
can be reached at 800-322-
8233 or online.

Nursing class of 2024 spreads acts of kindness
CHARLTON — 

Christine Abdi, Evelyn 
Kiplangat and Cath-
erine Ibrahim, all of 
Worcester and all mem-
bers of  the PN Class of 
2024 at Bay Path Prac-
tical Nursing Acade-
my, coordinated the 
collection of  groceries 
and snacks on campus 
to restock the practical 
nursing students’ food 
pantry.

Abdi, Kiplangat, and 
Ibrahim recognize that 
some practical nursing 
students struggle to 
find the funds to cover 
educational expens-
es. The struggle to be 
fully nourished while 
juggling home, work, 
and school is real. By 

maintaining a well-
stocked food pantry, 
the idea is to lessen 
the struggle. The nurs-
ing students are glad-
ly stepping up to help 
their peers. Their acts 
of  kindness do not go 
unnoticed. According 

to research, “spreading 
kindness not only helps 
others feel better about 
themselves -- it can also 
boost the giver's health 
and happiness!

Gretheline Bolan-
drina, DHA, MSN Ed, 
RN, CRRN Academy 

Director is grateful for 
the members of  the PN 
Class of  2024 for shar-
ing their kind gestures. 

"Our student nurs-
es continue to make 
the world a better 
place," she said. “Our 
faculty and staff  not 
only produce compe-
tent and prudent nurs-
es they are kind-heart-
ed nurses. All acts 
of  kindness, big and 
small, change the 
world, and kindness 
given to others is also a 
gift to oneself.”

The PN students are 
happy to give and con-
sistently does so. 

Bolandrina adds, 
“It is common for our 
alumni, faculty, and 

staff  to generously give, 
they give of  their time, 
resources, and many 
more kind gestures. 
Now, our students do 
too! When they give to 
nursing students, they 
invest in the nursing 
students’ future and 
provide a legacy for 
more generations of 
nurses. We are forever 
grateful for everyone’s 
support.”

Giving also shows 
appreciation for the 
education and training 
that Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy is 
providing them and it 
gives others a chance to 
have a similar experi-
ence of  support. 

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy welcomes new Financial Aid Administrator
CHARLTON — The 

Bay Path Practical Nurs-
ing Academy is pleased 
to welcome an appointed 
staff  member as the new 
Financial Aid Adminis-
trator (FAA).

Heidi Bedard, BSHS, 
AACJ, LPN of  Brook-
field assumed the role of 
FAA this month follow-
ing Mrs. Rita Barrette’s 
retirement. Bedard is 
a graduate of  Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Acad-
emy, class of  2014. 

Bedard was appoint-
ed as Notary Public in 
2022 by the Common-
wealth of  Massachu-
setts Office of  the Secre-
tary of  Commonwealth 
(One Ashburton Place, 
Boston, MA 02108). She 
joined Bay Path Practi-
cal Nursing Academy 
as sub secretary in 2021, 
and then as staff  (2022) 
to assist with medical 

onboarding and light 
clerical duties for the 
2023 cohort. Bedard was 
the 2021 Massachusetts 
Adult Immunization 
Conference (MAIC) 
Champion Awardee, 
and her achievement 
was recognized during 
the 26th Annual Mas-
sachusetts Adult Im-
munization Conference 
held, April 13, 2021. Be-
dard was the Clinical 
Coordinator of  Vaccine 
Management at the 
Family Health Center 
of  Worcester (FHCW). 
She is described by her 
colleagues as a “tireless 
champion of  immuni-
zations for the patients 
who receive care at the 
FHCW.” 

Bedard is responsi-
ble for many initiatives 
encouraging adult im-
munizations. Bedard’s 
meticulous planning 

resulted in FHCW’s 
provision of  over 3,425 
flu vaccines to low-in-

come, culturally diverse 
patients in need. Her 
efforts almost tripled 
2020’s adult flu vacci-
nation count of  1,250. 
Bedard and her team ac-
complished this through 
the establishment of  a 
walk-in, six-day a week 
community-based flu 
clinic and engaging in 
community outreach ef-
forts. Further, Bedard 
initiated efforts to de-
crease duplicate patient 
records for FHCW in the 
Massachusetts Immuni-
zation Information Sys-
tem (MIIS). 

Since March 2020, 
Bedard has decreased 
the duplicate patient 
records in the MIIS for 
FHCW from more than 
15,000 records to zero 
records. She continues 
to innovate and has im-
plemented a booster 
vaccination catch-up 

program for adults (18-
35). Bedard is a Certified 
Coordinator for Vaccine 
Management and is 
ACLS and BLS Certified 
(American Heart Asso-
ciation). She is excited to 
work with the 2024 and 
2025 cohorts to assist 
with their FAFSA needs. 

“We wish Mrs. Bar-
rette all the best on her 
retirement and are ex-
tremely excited to have 
Heidi Bedard at the Prac-
tical Nursing Academy 
as the new FAA,” stated 
Gretheline Bolandri-
na DHA, MSN Ed, RN, 
CRRN Academy Direc-
tor. “She brings with her 
nursing education expe-
rience and expertise, as 
well as meticulous dili-
gence that would be so 
inspiring and will cer-
tainly greatly benefit the 
PN students.”

Heidi Bedard

Break 
out of 

the same 
monotonous 

routine  
and find  

an exciting 
new job.

See the 
Classifieds 

today!

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news



Like most New 
Englanders, I am 
a big fan of  Boston 
sports. I’m willing to 
talk about the Celtics, 
Bruins, Red Sox, and 
Patriots anytime. 
But this interesting 
story has its roots 
in a different sports 
franchise, namely the 
Miami Dolphins. 

Joe Robbie was born 
in South Dakota on 
July 7, 1916.  The son of  
a Lebanese immigrant, 
he came from modest 
beginnings and worked 
a variety of  jobs to earn 
a living.  He spent time 
as a lumberjack, sports-
writer, served in the 
Navy, and eventually 
attended the University 
of  South Dakota where 
he received his law 
degree.    Post gradua-
tion, Robbie’s legal 
career gradually mor-
phed into local and 
state politics.  But it’s 
what happened in 
March of  1965 that 
turns this into an inter-
esting sports story.

In 1965, Robbie had 
a meeting with Joe 
Foss, the commission-
er of  the American 
Football League. Foss 
encouraged Robbie to 
look into Miami as a 
potential site for a new 
expansion franchise. 
As a lifelong sports 
fan, Robbie was very 
much interested in the 
idea, but he personally 
didn’t have the money 
to make it happen. 
And so, Robbie formed 
a general partnership 
with a few other indi-
viduals and raised the 
$7.5 million to purchase 
the expansion team.   A 
couple of  short years 
later, Robbie bought 
out his remaining part-
ners and simultaneous-
ly became the primary 
owner of  the Miami 

Dolphins. 

Fast forward to the 
1980’s and Robbie’s 
family net worth had 
skyrocketed. In 1987, he 
even built a new $114 
million stadium, appro-
priately called “The 
Joe Robbie Stadium.”

By most measures, 
Joe Robbie was a very 
successful business-
man and he amassed 
a substantial fortune 
during his lifetime. So, 
when he died in 1990, 
one would assume 
his wife and children 
should remain finan-
cially “set for life.”  
Unfortunately, this 
was not the case for 
the Robbie heirs. When 
Robbie passed away 
most of  his net worth 
was tied up in illiquid 
assets (i.e. the new sta-
dium). The estate tax 
bill due upon his death 
was an estimated $47 
million. His wife and 
children did not have 
the funds available to 
pay this tax, and they 
were forced to sell the 
Miami Dolphins fran-
chise (and stadium) at 
a very, very deep dis-
count. Unfortunately, 
the Robbie family 
would no longer be a 
part of  the NFL. 

While 99.99 percent 
of  Americans will 
never own an NFL fran-
chise or amass the type 
of  fortune Joe Robbie 
had, we can all learn 
an extremely valu-
able lesson from this 
story.  Estate planning 

is extremely 
important. Had 
Robbie done a 
few things dif-
ferently, his 
family would 
likely still own 
the Miami 
D o l p h i n s 
today (fun fact: 
the Miami 
Dolphins fran-

chise currently has an 
estimated value of  $5.7 
billion).

You don’t need to 
be a multimillionaire 
to benefit from estate 
planning. Working 
with an experienced 
financial planner will 
help you create a plan 
for the various assets 
you do own (i.e., real 
estate, businesses, 
investment accounts, 
IRA’s, etc.). The goal 
is to get your assets 
transferred to the cor-
rect people, and in a 
tax-efficient manner.  
At a minimum, a finan-
cial plan should evalu-
ate how your accounts 
are titled (individual, 
joint, trust, etc.), who 
you have listed as ben-
eficiaries, review your 
asset allocation, and 
make proper use of  
insurance. 

If  you’ve never had 
a formal financial plan 
prepared for your fami-
ly, or if  you’re overdue 
for a review, a mem-
ber of  The Capstone 
Planning Group would 
be happy to assist.

This article was 
written by the author, 
Christopher Mallon.

About The Capstone 
Planning Group

T he Capstone 
Planning Group is an 
experienced wealth 
management team con-
veniently located at 
Cornerstone Bank. The 
team offers comprehen-
sive financial planning, 
asset management, and 

insurance. To learn 
more about the team 

and schedule a courte-
sy consultation please 

visit www.thecapstone.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

JOIN US FOR 
EASTER 
DINNER

Special Menu 
Seatings at 

Noon, 2, and 4

Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

SOUTHBRIDGE RESIDENTS

#1 ALTERNATIVE TO TOWN PICKUP 
TRASH & RECYCLING 

SERVICES 

508-764-6677

CURBSIDE
CARTS

DUMPSTERS 

65 Gallon & 
95 Gallon Carts

2YD, 4YD, 6YD, 
8YD, & 10YD 

PROPER LOCATION 
REQUIRED

COMPETITIVE 
PRICING 

www.leboeufrubbishremoval.com

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED SINCE 1971

BY CHRISTOPHER MALLON
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, 

PROGRAM MANAGER
LPL REGISTERED PRINCIPAL, THE 

CAPSTONE PLANNING GROUP

Financial Focus

The story of Joe Robbie
Turn To FINANCIAL page  A14
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(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

24 SM 001133
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
The Heirs, Devisees and Legal 
Representatives of the Estate of 
Sandra J. Borey
Ellen Roberts
Alberta Boyle
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
GITSIT Solutions LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Southbridge, numbered 24 Marcy 
Street, given by Wilfred J Borey 
and Sandra J. Borey to James B. 
Nutter & Company, dated September 
25, 2008, and recorded in Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 43621, Page 
193, and now held by the plaintiff 
by assignment, has/have filed with 
this court a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before 5/6/2024 or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the grounds of 
noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on 03/31/2024.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
March 28, 2024

Town of Brimfield
Legal Notice - Request for Proposal

Solid Waste & Recyclables
Collection, Disposal, Transportation 

and Processing
RFP2024BOH01

The Town of Brimfield, Massachusetts, 
will accept proposals from qualified 
firms for providing the following Town-
wide services: 
Residential curbside solid waste col-
lection and transportation to a des-
ignated disposal facility; curbside 
recyclable materials collection and 
transportation to Contractor chosen 
processing facility and collection and 
transportation for disposal or process-
ing of solid waste and recyclable mate-
rials from municipal buildings/facilities, 
and other designated public areas. A 
single Contractor will be chosen for 
solid waste and recyclable materials. A 
single Contractor, who may or may not 
be the same Contractor, will be cho-
sen for collection from municipal and 
other designated public areas. The 
Town reserves the right to separately 
contract if it is in the best interests of 
the Town.
Specifications and proposal forms may 
be obtained at the Office of the Select 
Board, beginning 
March 21, 2024, Monday through 
Thursday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
or can be requested by emailing 
selectboard@brimfieldma.org.
Sealed proposals for furnishing the 
above will be received at the Office of 
the Select Board, Town Hall Annex, 23 
Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010 until 
11:00 a.m. on Monday, April 8, 2024 at 
which time the proposals will be public-
ly opened and read.
The Responder shall furnish with 
proposal a consent of performance 
bond of a surety company qualified 
to do business under the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 
satisfactory to the Owner, in the sum 
of one hundred percent (100%) of the 
annual contract. 
Per Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 30B, §1(b)(30), a contract for 
the collection, transportation,
receipt, processing, or disposal of 
solid waste, recyclable or compostable 
materials, is exempt from the
public bid laws of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. As such, the Town, 
at its own discretion, will
select the firm that it believes offers the 
best all-round package for solid waste 
and recycling services it seeks to 
obtain. Because this service is exempt 
from the bidding laws, the Town is 
free to negotiate with whichever firms 
it chooses and in whatever manner it 
believes is best suited to the Town’s 
needs. All firms responding to this 
Request for Proposals must clearly 
understand that this is not a formal 
bid process pursuant to the legalities 
of M.G.L. Chapter 30B. The Town of 
Brimfield is utilizing this format in order 
for all interested firms to provide a 
proposal that allows for a more direct 

comparison between all qualified pro-
posals.
Prevailing Wage Rates to be paid 
as determined by the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Labor and Workforce Development 
Department of Labor Standards 
under provision of the Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 149, Sections 
26 to 27H, apply.
The Responder’s attention is directed 
to the fact that compliance with all 
applicable local, State and Federal 
laws, regulations, ordinances and 
rules of all authorities having jurisdic-
tion over the collection and disposal of 
solid waste and processing of recycla-
bles shall be the sole responsibility of 
the Responder.
The services specified shall be provid-
ed for a one-year period beginning July 
1, 2024 and ending on June 30, 2025. 
Each proposal shall be submitted in 
accordance with the information for 
Responders and the contract docu-
ments. The Town reserves the right to 
extend the term of the contract up to 
three (3) years by negotiation with the 
awarded contractor.
The Town reserves the right to waive 
any informalities, to accept or reject, in 
whole or in part any or all bids, or take 
whatever other action may be deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.
Respectfully Submitted:

Martin J. Kelly, Select Board, 
Chairperson
Town of Brimfield
March 21, 2024
March 28, 2024

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
Request for Bids for

Aeration Pipeline CIPP 
Southbridge Wastewater 

Treatment Plant
The Town of Southbridge invites qual-
ified firms to furnish and install CIPP 
Liner at the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant (WWTP). Copies of the speci-
fications are available from the Town 
Website as of 09:00AM, on 3/18/2024.
The project location/details can be 
viewed at the WWTP located at 83 
Dresser Hill Road, Southbridge MA, 
Monday-Friday between the hours of 
7:30am and 3:00pm. Appointments 
are necessary, call 1-508-764-4927 to 
schedule.
All Bids for this project are subject 
to the provisions of Massachusetts 
General Las Chapter 30 Section 39M. 
Prevailing Wage Rates are required 
on this project. The current wage rate 
schedule is attached to the bid specifi-
cation package. 
The bidder will provide a 5% bid depos-
it with bid. 
The deadline for sealed bids is 
4/3/2024 at 10:00AM.  The sealed 
bid shall be clearly marked “Aeration 
Pipeline CIPP - WWTP”.  Bids are 
to be addressed to Town Manager, 
Town of Southbridge, 41 Elm Street, 
Southbridge, MA 01550.  Late bids will 
not be opened.
March 21, 2024
March 28, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Eric Vaughan 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
Guaranteed Rate, Inc., dated January 
31, 2018 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 58396, Page 54, of 
which mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, by assignment from:
 Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Guaranteed Rate, Inc., its 
successors and assigns to Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper, 
recorded on August 22, 2019, in Book 
No. 60917, at Page 335 
 for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 1:00 PM on April 12, 2024, 
on the mortgaged premises locat-
ed at 27 Henry Street, Southbridge, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land in Southbridge, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, with the build-
ings thereon, situated northerly from 
Worcester Street and on the westerly 
side of Henry Street, bounded and 
described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the southeast corner 
at an iron pin in the ground on the 
westerly line of said Henry Street and 
at corner of land now or formerly of 
Philibert Quevillon; 
THENCE northerly by said line of said 
street fifty-nine (59) feet, more or less, 
to an iron pin in the ground at land now 
or formerly of Henry A. Morse; 
THENCE westerly by land now or for-
merly of Henry A. Morse, seventy-one 
(71) feet to wall and land now or for-
merly of said Morse; 
THENCE southerly sixty-six (66) feet 
by land now or formerly of said Henry 
A. Morse to an iron pin in the ground 
at land now or formerly of said Philibert 

Quevillon; 
THENCE easterly by land now or 
formerly of said Philibert Quevillion, 
seventy-two (72) feet to the point of 
beginning. 
Said premises are Lot #13 as num-
bered and shown on a plan of lots 
made for Henry A. Morse by Arthur C. 
Moore, C.E., dated August 17, 1889.
	 For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 58396, Page 51.
	 These premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to and with 
the benefit of all rights, rights of way, 
restrictions, easements, covenants, 
liens or claims in the nature of liens, 
improvements, public assessments, 
any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens and any 
other municipal assessments or liens 
or existing encumbrances of record 
which are in force and are applica-
ble, having priority over said mort-
gage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
	 A deposit of Five Thousand  
($5,000.00) Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid by 
the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale.  The balance is to be paid 
by certified or bank check at Harmon 
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St., 
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or 
by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale.  Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price.  The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the event of 
an error in this publication.
	 Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale.
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC 
D/B/A MR. COOPER
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
24977
March 14, 2024
March 21, 2024
March 28, 2024

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain Mortgage 
given by Brian F. Haggerty to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Family Choice Mortgage 
Corporation, its successors and 
assigns, dated October 13, 2005 and 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
at Book 37560, Page 314, subsequent-
ly assigned to WELLS FARGO BANK, 
NA by MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., 
AS NOMINEE FOR FAMILY CHOICE 
MORTGAGE CORPORATION, ITS 
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS by 
assignment recorded in said Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds at Book 51705, Page 205, 
subsequently assigned to U.S. BANK 
TRUST, NA., AS TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 
MASTER PARTICIPATION TRUST by 
WELLS FARGO BANK, NA by assign-
ment recorded in said Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds at Book 55771, Page 8, sub-
sequently assigned to J.P. MORGAN 
MORTGAGE ACQUISITION CORP. by 
U.S. BANK TRUST, NA., AS TRUSTEE 
FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPATION 
TRUST by assignment recorded in 
said Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds at Book 
60912, Page 117, subsequently 
assigned to WILMINGTON TRUST, 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE OF OSAT 
TRUST 2021-1 by J.P. MORGAN 
MORTGAGE ACQUISITION CORP. by 
assignment recorded in said Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds at Book 67172, Page 338 
for breach of the conditions of said 
Mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 1:00 PM on April 11, 2024 at 
406 Main Street, Southbridge, MA, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said Mortgage, to wit:
A certain parcel of land, with the build-
ings thereon, and all the privileges 
and appurtenances thereto belonging, 
situated in said Southbridge, on the 
northerly side of Main Street, bounded 
and described as follows, to wit:
BEGINNING at a stone bound with a 
drill hole in the top at the S.E. Corner of 
land of the Estate of Lorenzo Plimpton;
THENCE easterly by the northerly line 
of said Main Street, twenty-six and 
ninety-two (26.92) feet, to an iron pin 
at the westerly line of a driveway;
THENCE northerly on the westerly 
line of said driveway, eighty-three (83) 
feet, to a pin at land now or formerly of 
William W. Buckley;
THENCE westerly on land now or for-
merly of said Buckley, sixty-three and 

two tenths (63.2) feet, to land of said 
Plimpton Estate;
THENCE southerly on the land of said 
Plimpton Estate, about eighty-eight 
(88) feet, to the point of beginning.
Reserving to said William W. Buckley, 
his heirs and assigns, a right of way 
for all usual purposes, to be used in 
common with the grantees and others 
over the N. E. corner of premises con-
veyed; which right of way is triangular 
in shape and not to exceed ten (10) 
feet in depth, measuring westerly and 
southerly from the iron pin marking 
the N.E. corner of premises herein 
conveyed. And as appurtenant there-
to a right of way ten (10) feet wide, 
extending from said Main Street, to 
premises in the rear of tract conveyed, 
for all usual purposes, which right of 
way shall always be kept open and 
unobstructed; the same being situated 
on the easterly side of the premises 
above described, which shall be used 
by the grantees, in common with oth-
ers.
Also that certain tract or parcel of land 
situated in said Southbridge, bounded 
and described as follows:
BEGINNING at a pin in the ground at 
land hereinbefore described marking 
S.E. corner of said premises and ten 
(10) feet from the line of a right of 
way as defined in a deed of premises 
from William W. Buckley to Edmund 
E. Suprenant, dated April 14, 1923, 
and recorded with Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds Book 2295, Page 
284, and extending on said right of 
way on the westerly line thereof for a 
distance on the land of William J. Earls 
et ux., twenty (20) inches;
THENCE westerly forty-nine (49) feet, 
more or less on land of said William 
J. Earls et ux, to a bound at land of 
the Estate of Lorenzo Plimpton, which 
bound is six (6) feet northerly from 
the N.W. corner of land hereinbefore 
described;
THENCE southerly on land of said 
Estate, six (6) feet, to the said N.W. 
corner of land hereinbefore described;
THENCE easterly on land hereinbe-
fore described, the northerly line fif-
ty-three and two tenths (53.2) feet, to 
the point of beginning.
Meaning and intending to convey a 
rectangular plot which is bounded on 
the east by a line twenty (20) inches 
in length, on the north by a line for-
ty-nine (49) feet in length, on the west 
by a line six (6) feet in length and on 
the south by a line fifty-three and two 
tenths (53.2) feet in length, all of the 
above courses being marked by iron 
pin driven into the ground;
BEING the same premises conveyed 
to Brian Haggerty by Deed of Armand 
H. DeGrenier and Susan A. Morrison, 
dated April 13, 1990, and recorded at 
the Worcester Registry of Deeds April 
13, 1990 in Book 12733, Page 38.
I herein subordinate my Homestead 
as recorded in Book 16377, Page 246 
and do not wish to terminate my rights 
of said Homestead by the within con-
veyance.
The premises are to be sold subject to 
and with the benefit of all easements, 
restrictions, encroachments, building 
and zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, municipal liens 
and assessments, rights of tenants 
and parties in possession, and attor-
ney’s fees and costs.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00) 
in the form of a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s check or money order will 
be required to be delivered at or before 
the time the bid is offered. The suc-
cessful bidder will be required to exe-
cute a Foreclosure Sale Agreement 
immediately after the close of the 
bidding. The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the form 
of a certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check satisfactory to 
Mortgagee’s attorney. The Mortgagee 
reserves the right to bid at the sale, 
to reject any and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the terms of the 
sale by written or oral announcement 
made before or during the foreclosure 
sale. If the sale is set aside for any rea-
son, the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the deposit 
paid. The purchaser shall have no fur-
ther recourse against the Mortgagor, 
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s 
attorney. The description of the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error in this 
publication. TIME WILL BE OF THE 
ESSENCE.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
Wilmington Trust, National Association 
not in its individual capacity but sole-
ly as Owner Trustee of OSAT Trust 
2021-1
Present Holder of said Mortgage,
By Its Attorneys,
ORLANS PC
PO Box 540540
Waltham, MA 02454
Phone: (781) 790-7800
23-004210
March 21, 2024
March 28, 2024
April 4, 2024
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUTTERS

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured

GU
TT

ER
 

CL
EA

NI
NG

S

GU
TT

ER
 

CL
EA

NI
NG

S

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
774-200-7308

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridge press.news

Installations

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL 
& CARPENTRY  

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
#4153C • 8376A1 • 191806

508-885-BEST
Exclusive Discounts for 

Seniors & Veterans

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER
 STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Public Meeting Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation 
Commission will hold a public meet-
ing on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, 
at 6:00 pm to review a Request for 
Determination of Applicability (RDA) 
permit application submitted by 
Heather Comee Wetland Consultant, 
C/O Jason & Courtney Cafarelli to 
determine whether the boundaries of 

resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) 
and/or map(s) are accurately delin-
eated at Brookfield Road (Assessor’s 
Map: 3-C-7) or if it is subject to the 
Wetlands Protection Act (as amend-
ed). 
Project location:  Brookfield Road, 
Brimfield, MA (Assessor’s Map: 3-C-7)
Meeting Location:  Public Participation 
will be In-Person at Hitchcock Academy, 
2 Brookfield Road, Brimfield, MA at 
6:00 PM.				  
Roger deBruyn – Co-Chair
Joseph Venezia - Co-Chair

03/04/2024
March 28, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of Charl-
ton Stormwater Management Rules 
& Regulations, the Charlton Conser-
vation Commission will be accepting 
comments on the following application:
The applicant, ZP Battery DevCo, LLC, 
has submitted a Land Disturbance/
Stormwater Management Permit for a 

proposed commercial battery storage 
project with associated utilities and ac-
cess drive.
The project site is located at Sturbridge 
Road/Griffin Road, Charlton, MA 
01507, and is also known as: Parcel ID 
27-C-9 and 27-C-9.1.
Copies of Land Disturbance Applica-
tion are available at the Charlton Con-
servation Commission office during 
business hours. 
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation Commis-
sion

LEGALS
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BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 4/31/24

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

The function room is now open! 

Fri 3/29 & Sat. 3/30 (after 5pm) 

COD OSCAR

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

OBITUARIES
Gerard (Jigs) La-

Fleche passed away 
peacefully at home on 
March 8 surrounded 
by his loving family.

He leaves his wife 
of  57 years Darcy 
(Domijan); his daugh-
ters Kerry Mossey and 
her husband Keith of 
Ashby and Nicole La-
Fleche of  Austin, TX; 
his grandsons Keegan 
and Owen Mossey; his 
siblings Paul LaFleche 
and his wife Lucille of 
Southbridge, Lucille 
Houde and her hus-
band Fred of  Hudson, 
FL and Old Orchard 
Beach, ME, Roger La-
Fleche and his wife 
Lenelle of  Brimfield, 
Joseph LaFleche and 
his wife Margo of 
Southbridge, sister-in-
law Gail LaFleche of 
Alpharetta, GA.  He 
was predeceased by 
his brother Philip La-
Fleche.  

Jigs was born No-
vember 18, 1942 in 
Southbridge, the son 
of  the late Gerard E. 
and Louise (Bourde-
lais) LaFleche.

He graduated from 
Assumption Prepara-
tory School in Worces-
ter and Nichols College 
in Dudley.  His career 
path was varied; man-
ager at American Op-
tical,  business owner 
at Beacon Craftsmen.  
The most rewarding 
chapter of  his work 
life was with Catholic 
Charities of  South-
bridge and Worcester 
and as business man-
ager at Saint Anne-
Saint Patrick Parish 
in Sturbridge. 

Volunteer work was 
important to Jigs.  He 
gladly gave his time 
and energy to South-
bridge Food Share,  

Tri-Community Ex-
change Club and St. 
Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety at St. Anne’s.  He 
was especially proud 
to assist in relocat-
ing immigrants from 
Kosovo and Sudan.

Jigs’ life was cen-
tered around his fam-
ily, friends and faith.  
These aspects were in-
terwoven throughout 
his 81 years.  

His roots were 
planted deep within 
the Southbridge and 
Sturbridge communi-
ties.  His friendships 
spanned decades, 
many of  his closest 
began in grammar 
school and his years at 
Assumption Prep and 
endured still.

He loved living in 
his neighborhood.  
The community that 
grew there was a vi-
tal part of  his fami-
ly and social life.  He 
and Darcy traveled 
extensively including 
trips to Israel, Turkey, 
and France with dear 
friends.  They enjoyed 
many winters in Flor-
ida after their retire-
ment.

Jigs’ family con-
nection was strong.  
Even after starting 
his own family and 
household, life still 
centered around Moon 
Street and the family 

he was raised in.  He 
was proud to be the 
oldest brother to his 
beloved siblings and 
pleased to extend that 
role to brother-in-law 
when he and Darcy be-
gan their married life 
together.  His love for 
his many nieces and 
nephews was a mutual 
appreciation society.

A great joy came 
with the birth of  his 
grandsons Owen and 
Keegan.  Playing wif-
fle ball on the porch, 
debating the merits of 
Red Sox vs. Yankees, 
and playing catch any-
where created cher-
ished memories.

He was a faithful 
and involved member 
of  Saint Anne-Saint 
Patrick Parish.  He 
particularly cared for 
morning Mass and 
Saturday coffee at the 
rectory.

He dealt with his 
Parkinson’s Disease 
diagnosis and progres-
sion with strength, 
dignity and resolve.  
Darcy was by his side 
and his champion, 
unfailingly caring for 
and cherishing him 
throughout the last 
years of  his life.

In lieu of  flowers do-
nations may be made 
to Worcester County 
Food Bank at food-
bank.org or St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society 
of  Saint Anne’s Parish 
16 Church Street Stur-
bridge, MA 01518.

Jigs’ funeral ser-
vices were held March 
13, 2024 at St. Anne’s 
Church. Sansoucy Fu-
neral Home, 40 Marcy 
Street, Southbridge as-
sisted the family with 
arrangements. 

 www.sansoucyfu-
neral.com

Dudley - Noella G. 
(McDonald) Faraday, 
83, died Thursday, 
March 14, 2024, at her 
home due to declining 
health.

Noella was born on 
Christmas Day 1940 
in Dudley, MA.  She 
was the daughter of 
the late Wilfrid and 
Annette (Bousquet) 
McDonald. She leaves 
behind her longtime 
caretaker and best 
friend, Dave Akeley.  
She also leaves three 
brothers: George Mc-
Donald of  Sturbridge, 
Richard McDonald 
and his wife, Sandra, 
of  Charlton, and Rog-
er McDonald and his 
wife, Linda, of  Stur-
bridge; one sister, Con-
stance Wagner and 
her husband, Herb, of 
Webster; two grand-
sons Michael and Da-
vid, both of  Ohio; a 
granddaughter, Melo-
ny McNeaney, of  Cal-
ifornia; her daughter-
in-law, Judy (Petro) 

Sobieski, of  South-
bridge; her sister-in-
law Rosemary McDon-
ald of  Marlborough; 
and several nieces 
and nephews.  She is 
predeceased by her 
children, Michael So-
bieski and Donna So-
bieski; her brothers 
Norman, Lucien, Rob-
ert, Raymond, and Ro-
land McDonald; and 
her sisters, Jeannette 
Gelineau and Lucille 
Dronzek.

Noella had a per-
sonality that always 
made people around 

her laugh, and this 
was especially true at 
family reunions held 
at her home. Noella 
was very fond of  an-
imals, especially her 
dogs.  She also liked 
gardening, and play-
ing cards for fun with 
her family.   Noella 
also enjoyed gold-min-
ing and prospecting 
at Herkimer Diamond 
Mines in Herkimer, 
New York, traveling, 
Niagra Falls, horses, 
ducks, and chickens.  
She will surely be 
missed by all.

There are no calling 
hours.  Burial in New 
Notre Dame Cemetery 
will be private and at 
the convenience of  the 
family.  Sansoucy Fu-
neral Home, 40 Marcy 
Street, Southbridge, 
MA has been entrusted 
with Noella’s private 
funeral arrangements.  
www.sansoucyfuneral.
com

Gerard “Jigs” LaFleche Obituary

Noella G. Faraday, 83

Upcoming events at  
Charlton Public Library 

Visit our Web site (charltonlibrary.
org) for a full listing of  programs and 
events.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 30, 10:00-2:00 
The Library will hold our Annual 

Easter Egg Hunt on the main floor of 
the Library.

Participants will color their bag in 
the Children's Room, then head upstairs 
to collect their eggs and get a treat! No 
registration is required.

Lee Irish Dance Tour
Saturday, March 30, 1:00-2:00 - Dexter 

Hall - No registration required
Join us for some entertaining Irish 

Dancing in Dexter Hall to celebrate the 
season!

Lee Irish Dance in Charlton is per-
forming their “St. Patrick’s Day” dance 
tour. Great for all ages.

Movie Matinee
Tuesday, April 2, 1:00 - Dexter Hall - 

No registration required
Today we will show DEAD POETS 

SOCIETY starring Robin Williams. 
Maverick teacher John Keating re-

turns in 1959 to the prestigious New 
England boys' boarding school where 
he was once a star student, using poetry 
to embolden his pupils to new heights 
of  self-expression. 1989. Rated PG. Run 
time 128 min.

Better Read Than Dead Book Club

Wednesday, April 3, 11:00-12:00 - Sib-
ley Reading Area - No registration re-
quired

Today we will be discussing STARK-
WEATHER by Harry MacLean

Join us for a monthly meet-up to dis-
cuss entertaining & fascinating details 
about true crimes, both solved and un-
solved. This true crime book club is held 
on the first Wednesday of  the month.

Genealogy Presentation: Sustainable 
Genealogy-Separating Fact from Fic-
tion in Family Legends

Thursday, April 4, 6:00-7:30 - Commu-
nity Meeting Room - Registration Re-
quested

There are a lot of  textbooks that de-
scribe how to find your ancestors; in 
this talk by author Rich Hite, he will 
explain how NOT to. Sponsored by 
Friends of  the Charlton Public Library.

Solar Eclipse Talk
Saturday, April 6, 10:00-11:00 - Dexter 

Hall - No registration required
In anticipation of  the solar eclipse 

happening on April 8th, local amateur 
astronomer Craig Cortis will give a 
brief, non-technical talk on solar eclipse 
basics. He will explain how such eclips-
es happen, why they are infrequent, and 
share future eclipse dates. There will be 
time for questions and answers at the 
end. All participants will receive a pair 
of  eclipse glasses (supply is limited). All 
are welcome and registration is not re-
quired.

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
The Southbridge Lions 
Club No Limit Texas 
Hold ‘Em Poker Tourna-
ment, held on Saturday, 
March 9 at Maqui’s, was 
a huge success.  More 

than 72 players competed 
for a prize pool of  $3,600. 
Food and refreshments 
were served throughout 
the event, and a good 
time was had by all. 

The Lions would like 

to thank all the partic-
ipants who made this 
event special, and help 
us to benefit those in 
need in our community 
through the proceeds 
that were raised. 

Southbridge Lions hold successful poker 
tournament

OXFORD — Home-
town Financial Group, 
parent company of  bank-
Hometown, bankESB, 
and Abington Bank an-
nounced today it was 
named a winner of  the 
2024 Top Workplaces USA 
award by Energage. 

Top Workplaces USA 
celebrates organizations 
with 150 or more employ-
ees that are dedicated to 
building an exceptional 
people-first culture. Win-
ners are chosen based 
solely on employee feed-
back gathered through an 
anonymous, third-party 
employee engagement 
survey, issued by Ener-
gage, a leading provider of 
technology-based employ-
ee engagement tools. More 
than 42,000 organizations 
across the country were 

invited to participate in 
the Top Workplaces USA 
survey. Results are calcu-
lated by comparing the 
survey’s research-based 
statements, including 15 
Culture Drivers that are 
proven to predict high 
performance against in-
dustry benchmarks.

 “We’re honored to be 
nationally recognized as 
an employer of  choice 
for the second time in 
three years, and espe-
cially humbled that this 
honor resulted from pos-
itive feedback from those 
who know us best:  our 
employees,” said bank-
Hometown President and 
CEO Robert J. Morton. 
“Every day, I’m inspired 
by our compassionate, 
dedicated, and talented 
group of  employees, who 

demonstrate passion for 
unlocking the full poten-
tial of  our customers, our 
communities, and each 
other. We try hard to fos-
ter a work environment 
that’s inclusive, innova-
tive, team-oriented, and 
fun, and this honor proves 
that our employees be-
lieve we’re doing it right.”

 “Earning a Top Work-
places award is a badge of 
honor for companies, es-
pecially because it comes 
authentically from their 
employees,” said Eric 
Rubino, Energage CEO. 
“That's something to be 
proud of. In today's mar-
ket, leaders must ensure 
they’re allowing employ-
ees to have a voice and be 
heard. That's paramount. 
Top Workplaces do this, 
and it pays dividends.”

bankHometown parent wins 
2024 Top Workplaces USA Award

SOUTHBRIDGE — Southbridge Wa-
ter Department will start its semi-an-
nual hydrant flushing program on 
Sunday, April 7 at approximately 9 p.m. 
and continue during overnight hours 
for approximately six to eight weeks 
between the hours of  9 p.m. and 5 a.m.  
Flushing will start in the Westville 
area and continue easterly throughout 
the town.

The procedure will include the 
cleaning of  the reservoir intake 
screens, flushing accumulated sedi-

ments from the water mains and test-
ing the operation of  each hydrant.

The department requests that 
during this period customers check 
their water before washing clothes. 
Customers may also get accumulat-
ed sediments in their house laterals 
and experience some discolored wa-
ter.  This will clear after a brief  run 
of  water at the tap.  Please contact the 
Southbridge Water Department at (508) 
764-3207 if  you have any questions or 
comments.

Hydrant flushing starts Sunday
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BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal

Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

LANDSCAPING
JON’S LAWNS

Services: 
MOWING 

SPRING CLEANUPS 
SHRUB TRIMMING

MULCHING 
Call 508-248-5488

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Webster Five Foundation awards more than $79,000 in 
grants to local nonprofits 

AUBURN — Follow-
ing a successful year 
of  supporting commu-
nity causes in 2023, the 
Webster Five Founda-
tion is thrilled to an-
nounce their first round 
of  grant recipients for 
2024. This quarter, the 
Foundation has awarded 
$79,192 in grants to 20 or-
ganizations, 18 of  which 
are based in Worcester 
County. 

The Foundation pro-
vides grants each quar-
ter to nonprofit orga-
nizations or programs 
that support expanding 
or improving access to 
education, culture and 
the arts, social services, 
charitable activities, 
and community develop-
ment. In 2023 alone, the 
Foundation fulfilled 54 
grant requests, totaling 
$246,500.  

“At Webster Five, our 
commitment to sup-
porting local organiza-
tions that bring positive 
change to the communi-
ty is at the core of  our 
values,” said Don Doyle, 
President/CEO, Webster 
Five. "We’re excited to 
witness the impactful 
projects that will unfold 
thanks to the dedication 
of  these deserving non-
profits.” 

In this grant cycle, the 
Webster Five Founda-
tion awarded funding to 
the following organiza-
tions: 

AIDS Project Worces-
ter, Inc. (APW) -- $5,000 
for its Supporters of 
Worcester Area GLBT 
Youth (SWAGLY) pro-
gramming, a social sup-
port club for 11–18-year-
old LGBTQIA+ young 
people and allies that 
has been running since 
1984. APW uses advoca-
cy, education, and col-
laborative initiatives to 
enhance the lives and 
health of  people infect-
ed with and affected by 
HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis C 

(HCV), and other sexual-
ly transmitted infections 
(STIs). 

Assabet Valley Mas-
tersingers (AVM) -- $500 
towards offering free 
concert tickets for se-
niors at upcoming con-
certs in Shrewsbury, 
Northborough, and 
Southborough. AVM 
is a regional chorus 
with performances in 
Shrewsbury, Westbor-
ough, Northborough, 
Southborough, and 
Marlborough dedicated 
to performance excel-
lence and innovative 
programming.  

Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of  Central Mass/
MetroWest (BBBS 
CMMW) -- $6,500 to sup-
port the organization’s 
Big Futures – High 
School Mentoring Pro-
gram for at-risk students 
in Worcester schools. 
For more than 50 years, 
BBBS CMMW has 
helped transform the 
lives of  more than 30,000 
children facing adver-
sity by creating profes-
sionally supported men-
toring relationships. 

Center for Women 
& Enterprise (CWE) 
-- $3,500 to support Gen-
eral Operations of  the 
CWE Central MA office 
and its related program-
ming. The mission of 
CWE is to help women 
business owners and as-
piring female entrepre-
neurs launch and grow 
their businesses by pro-
viding greater access to 
the resources, tools, and 
support they need. 

Central Massachu-
setts Housing Alliance, 
Inc. (CMHA) -- $3,000 for 
the organization’s 39th 
Annual WALK for the 
homeless. CMHA has 
more than 35 years of  ex-
perience in providing di-
rect services to homeless 
and at-risk families and 
in leading community 
efforts to address home-

lessness through pro-
moting homelessness 
prevention and stabili-
zation services through 
collaborative communi-
ty partnerships. 

EcoTarium -- $3,000 
to support the cost of  of-
fering scholarships for 
the Museum’s Discovery 
Camps. Located on 45 
acres of  natural beauty, 
the mission of  the Eco-
Tarium is to inspire a 
passion for science and 
nature through one-of-
a-kind experiences, in-
teractive exhibits, and 
accessible programming 
for all. 

Genesis Club House, 
Inc. -- $5,000 for its Old-
er Adult Program for 
adults 55 years and older 
living with and manag-
ing a diagnosed mental 
illness. Genesis Club 
helps people in recovery 
from serious mental ill-
ness attain competitive 
employment, education, 
physical health, and sta-
ble housing.  

Girl Scouts of  Central 
and Western Massachu-
setts (GSCWM) -- $3,000 
to support the “It’s a 
Girl’s World” program-
ming, which focuses on 
providing young women 
with the opportunity to 
foster a sense of  belong-
ing and explore their 
true potential and lead-
ership abilities. GCSWM 
is a Girl Scout leader-
ship council that wel-
comes girls of  all ages, 
backgrounds, and inter-
ests to inspire the mis-
sion of  building girls of 
courage, confidence, and 
character who will make 
the world a better place.  

Horace Mann Educa-
tional Associates, Inc. 
(HMEA) -- $1,500 towards 
HMEA’s Day Habilita-
tion Program, which 
seeks to offer support 
programs for adults with 
disabilities. The mission 
of  this Franklin-based 
organization is to teach, 

support, and empower 
people with developmen-
tal disabilities and their 
families to live meaning-
ful lives of  their choice.  

Jeremiah’s Inn 
-- $5,000 for the orga-
nization’s Recovery 
Residence. Since 1982, 
Jeremiah’s Inn has 
worked to foster a sense 
of  community and mu-
tual aid through part-
nerships, volunteerism, 
and their nutrition cen-
ter.  

Literacy Volunteers 
of  Greater Worcester 
(LVGW) -- $1,500 for 
LVGW’s English as a 
Second or Foreign Lan-
guage (ESOL) for New 
Americans. The organi-
zation’s mission is cul-
turally compassionate 
English language edu-
cation to provide social 
and economic empower-
ment.  

Mass Audubon’s 
Broad Meadow Brook 
Wildlife Sanctuary and 
Conservation Center 
-- $12,192 to support its 
“Plant and Animal Ad-
aptations” program at 
Swanson Road Interme-
diate School, serving 
190 fourth grade Auburn 
students. Mass Audubon 
is inspired by a vision 
where nature is valued 
as essential to quality of 
life, and people live with 
appreciation and respect 
for the complex ecologi-
cal systems that sustain 
life on Earth, working 
together to ensure they 
are protected. 

Matthew 25 -- $2,000 
and a match of  up to 
$1,000 to support its 
housing project for a 
new two-family house at 
11 Mount Pleasant St., 
Worcester. Matthew 25 
acquires run-down or 
abandoned properties, 
renovates existing struc-
tures or builds new con-
struction on those prop-
erties in the Worcester 
area, and rents the fin-

ished homes to low-in-
come families at a per-
centage of  their income. 

Pathways for Change, 
Inc. -- $4,000 to support 
its General Operating 
Expenses. The mission 
of  Pathways is to ad-
dress the impact of  sex-
ual assault and abuse by 
providing quality and 
multicultural services to 
all persons whose lives 
have been impacted by 
sexual violence and edu-
cation geared toward the 
prevention of  violence. 

Regional Environ-
ment Council (REC) -- 
$3,500 for REC’s Youth 
Growing Organics in 
Worcester (YouthGROW) 
programming. The mis-
sion of  the Regional En-
vironmental Council is 
to bring people together 
to create a just food sys-
tem and to build healthy, 
sustainable, and equi-
table communities in 
Worcester and beyond. 

Science from Scien-
tists (SciSci) -- $2,500 to 
support its In-School 
Module-Based (ISMB) 
Education Program for 
Title 1 Worcester Public 
Schools. Bedford-based 
SciSci specializes in 
science, technology, en-
gineering, and math 
(STEM) experiential 
learning for third- 
through eighth-graders, 
with the goal of  measur-
ably improving the at-
titudes and aptitudes of 
students in STEM. 

Simon Says Give 
Worcester -- $3,500 to 
support its High Five for 
Supplies programming. 
As a kid-founded and 
run organization, Si-
mon Says Give provides 
low- to moderate-income 
graduating elementary 
school students across 
the city with binders 
filled with supplies for 
middle-school (High 
Five for Supplies), Birth-
day Celebrations to at-
need kids ages five to 12, 

and leadership/service 
opportunities for kids to 
run their programs. 

Straight Ahead Min-
istries, Inc. -- $2,000 to 
help support its Worces-
ter Youth Reentry Pro-
gram. Straight Ahead 
Ministries works to 
break an unforgiving cy-
cle of  recidivism for jus-
tice-involved young peo-
ple, ages 14 – 24, through 
authentic relationships 
and re-integration re-
sources. 

Worcester Youth Or-
chestras (WYO) -- $1,000 
to support its Financial 
Aid efforts to eliminate 
barriers to participation 
in their programming. 
WYO’s mission is to pro-
vide youth in central MA 
with an educational and 
enjoyable musical expe-
rience; and to provide 
accessible live musical 
and cultural enrichment 
to the greater Worcester 
community. 

YMCA of  Central 
Massachusetts -- $10,000 
to support its Achievers 
Program, a mentoring 
program focusing on 
assisting teens in their 
matriculation to college 
and in exploring future 
career paths through 
college preparation pro-
gramming, adult men-
torship, and career clus-
ter workshops. Spanning 
across six full-service 
branches, the YMCA of 
Central Massachusetts 
has evolved into one of 
the region’s most signif-
icant charitable insti-
tutions, serving 26,000 
members across nearly 
70 cities and towns.  

Since its inception in 
1996, the Foundation has 
awarded $3,978,700 to 296 
organizations. Grant ap-
plications for the next 
round of  funding will be 
accepted through June 
15.

Learn to draw and stitch 
labyrinths at Jacob 
Edwards Library

SOUTHBRIDGE — Learn to Draw and Stitch Laby-
rinths with mixed media fiber artist Lynda Shoup at the 
Jacob Edwards Library, Main Street, Southbridge, on April 
11 from 6 - 7:30 p.m. 

Walking labyrinths has been a source of  peace, con-
templation and prayer for people from many religious and 
philosophical backgrounds throughout history. In this fast 
paced society, people can benefit from tools to refocus, re-
lax and meditate. Not only are labyrinths grounding tools, 
but stitching has been shown to lower blood pressure and 
reduce stress. 

Let your fingers do the walking in this class as we learn 
how to draw a number of  labyrinths and stitch a finger lab-
yrinth for meditation on the go. 

Participants will learn how to:
determine the difference between a labyrinth and a 

maze
use a finger labyrinth
learn several types of  labyrinths and how to draw them
stitch a labyrinth onto fabric for a portable meditation 

tool
In keeping with the instruc-

tor’s textiles reuse philosophy 
, the fabric provided will be 
reclaimed materials. As far 
as is possible, the embroidery 
thread offered for stitching 
will also be reclaimed. 

Lynda Shoup is a mixed-me-
dia fiber artist who makes art 
journals, collages, handmade 
books, hands-on yarn, needle-
work, and printing. Her work 
often uses recycled materials 
and focuses on how disparate 
materials and ideas can be 
combined to create harmony. 

This program is support-
ed by a grant from the South-
bridge Cultural Council, a 
local agency funded by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Coun-
cil a State agency.  
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

CIESLA CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION 
237 FISKE HILL ROAD • STURBRIDGE, MA  01566 

508-347-3455

HELP WANTED
CDL Driver 

AMBITIOUS, DEPENDABLE  
APPLY IN PERSON 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00 – 4:30

 
  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

PART TIME COOK
20 HOURS PER WEEK
THURSDAY-SATURDAY 

EVENINGS
APPLY IN PERSON 

AT THE BAR 

ROOM FOR RENT 
STURBRIDGE

Many extras.
 owner occupied.  
Looking for adult 

male. $950/month. 
References required.  

Call 508-647-3956

able.” The plan is to do 
the work this summer or 
fall, with residents expe-
riencing brief  outages (a 
couple hours long) at the 
project's end while the 
lines are moved from the 
current poles to the new 
ones. One of  them said 
they'd notify the town 
when that was going to 
happen, and it wouldn't 
be in winter. One section 
will be put underground.

Selectmen voted to 
approve all four projects, 
but said they still have 
to go before the Con-
servation Commission. 
Grimm intends to hold a 
“neighborhood meeting” 
on Podunk Road in the 
near future with Nation-
al Grid and residents to 
address concerns more 
directly.

Chair Jamie Goodwin 
said he wants to ensure 
“poles aren't placed wil-
ly-nilly and residents 
who reach out don't run 

into what 
many people 
run into with 

National Grid, which is 
absolute silence.”

The board also ap-
proved a long list of 
smaller items. One of 
them was a permit for 
the New England Moun-
tain Bike Association 
(NEMBA) to hold one 
of  its Adventure Series 
bike rides along the Riv-
erlands and Leadmine 
trails June 15 from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.

According to Trails 
Committee Chair Bran-
don Goodwin, local 
NEMBA members and 
TrailsCom people have 
been very active in up-
grading those trails over 
the past year, and some 
have claimed they're 
among the best in the 
region. When the event 
happens, they will partly 
block the area for safety, 
to avoid issues between 
riders and hikers, he 
said.

However, Elizabeth 

Newlands of  the Divi-
sion of  Fish and Wildlife, 
which holds the Lead-
mine conservation ease-
ment, said her agency 
is concerned about the 
sheer number of  trails 
that have developed 
there, especially south 
of  the gas pipeline. She 
argued some of  them 
are “not consistent with 
the recreational master 
plan the town prepared 
in 2012,” and DFW wants 
to make sure the land's 
“multiple recreational 
values are being kept.”

Brandon Goodwin 
agreed that some un-
marked trails do exist 
there, mostly added to go 
around wetlands or by 
neighbors to get to the 
regular trails.

One item the board 
delayed for more infor-
mation – namely cost 
impact and updated com-
parison to nearby towns 
– was a Grimm proposal 
to shift to a 70/30 insur-
ance split. She said she'd 
like to see that “for the 

PODUNK RD.
continued from page 1
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they will continue to investigate with 
the school's cooperation.”

The Charlton Police later released 
their own statement confirming the in-
cident but did not reveal the student’s 
identity, likely due to limitations re-
garding the identification of  a minor. 

“Charlton Police officers stopped 
the school bus that the student was re-

portedly riding, and an investigation 
was conducted,” Charlton police said 
in their report. “Based on the infor-
mation obtained during this investi-
gation, the item was determined to not 
be a firearm. Based on these events an 
18-year-old male student was removed 
from the bus, and appropriate action 
was taken. Currently the matter re-
mains under investigation and there is 
no danger to the public.” 

It should be noted that in the State 

of  Massachusetts possessing a pellet 
gun is not considered the same as hav-
ing traditional firearms or dangerous 
weapons. State law limits the owner-
ship and possession of  a pellet gun 
to those considered adults over the 
age of  18 and if  a pellet gun is used in 
a crime or is fired in public it can be 
considered the same as using a tradi-
tional firearm. Police did not indicate 
that the weapon was discharged on the 
bus nor were any injuries to students 

reported.
The Dudley-Charlton Regional 

School District offered its thanks to 
the individual who contacted the Shep-
herd Hill Regional High School office 
to report the incident. The matter re-
mains under investigation by both 
Charlton and Dudley Police. Officials 
did not disclose any specific charges 
against the student and any further 
discipline will be handled in the court 
system.

STUDENT
continued from page 1

standardized test scores but still have 
“a long way to go as a district.” He 
showed several screenshots from the 
state's MCAS Explorer pages depict-
ing Southbridge as being number 9 in 
eighth grade math score growth state-
wide, among other things.

But he admitted Southbridge fac-
es a serious issue of  teacher reten-
tion, although that's not unique to 
town and has become a problem since 
Covid among many districts. Seventy 
percent of  the teacher force has less 
than two years' experience, and only 
a handful have more than 10. To him, 
that requires focusing on professional 
development and various additional 
support staff, often provided by vari-
ous contractors and partners.

Despite that, though, he said this 
budget eliminates nine positions 
“largely through attrition.” Villar said 
nobody's going to lose jobs, but most of 
those posts are now vacant, with the 
people who once did them being shift-
ed into other roles.

On the student side, key issues are 
attendance, income issues, mental and 
behavioral health needs, and the result-
ing learning gaps at various grades. 
He noted Southbridge is defined as 

90 percent “high needs,” putting it in 
the top 5 in Massachusetts. The higher 
grades have more attendance issues, 
with the Academy and high school 
both being under 90 percent when the 
district's goal is 95 percent, one chart 
showed. Beyond that, chronic absence 
is very high at that level – 45 percent 
at the high school (50 percent among 
seniors specifically) and 72 percent at 
the Academy. 

The state defines “chronic” as 10 
percent of  school days or more per 
year, but does not exempt medical or 
mental health issues as causes.

 To help that, Villar said each school 
has an attendance committee that 
reaches out to families.

He also noted there's been “a pret-
ty significant uptick in disruptions of 
class across the district.” That's part 
of  the reason for the district's 20 “full-
time equivalent” counselors of  various 
types, plus various outside vendors. 
One of  the latter is Cartwheel, a re-
mote counseling service which Villar 
said has helped address the fact that 
many local families have trouble get-
ting to out-of-town services and teens 
generally try to avoid them anyway.

One of  the biggest districtwide is-
sues is the condition of  the buildings 
themselves. Villar said he expects a 
lengthy report from Context Archi-

tecture that details physical facilities 
needs to arrive in April. The material 
he has seen so far shows “the middle 
high school is new, but all of  the other 
buildings are in need of  massive re-
pair.” 

His presentation included several 
pages of  photos, and he described a 
variety of  issues with doors, windows, 
HVAC, energy inefficiency and more. 
His budget is seeking $600,000 in capi-
tal repairs for this fiscal year, although 
he also noted he cut $1 million from 
maintenance. 

For larger work, he said a major is-
sue will be how to fix them while the 
schools are in operation. One of  sever-
al options Context will present is that 
of  building a new school as “swing 
space” housing a rotating group of 
grades while other schools are being 
fixed and then becoming a permanent 
school. Others may include consoli-
dating schools and various individual 
school partial- and full-repair concepts. 
He noted he thinks they'll recommend 
“renovat[ing] as new. The best thing 
to do is replace it all. The structure is 
OK” but everything in most buildings 
is decades old.

Whatever option Southbridge likes 
will require Council approval, and very 
likely voter ballot approval of  debt ex-
clusions. Villar noted the estimate for 

a new elementary school alone is $75-
100 million based on size. A few years 
ago, a similar report projected just $30 
million in district-wide needs.

If  Southbridge opts to do any ma-
jor project, it can seek Mass School 
Building Authority aid, which typical-
ly covers 70-87 percent of  the total cost 
of  a major renovation or new build-
ing. MSBA also offers the Accelerated 
Repair Program for partial repairs. 
However, neither program is fast, and 
both have extensive backlogs. Webster, 
for example, waited more than sev-
en years for Bartlett to get approved 
(and had to do two ballot votes on top 
of  that), while Oxford just voted for 
school repairs that MSBA had rejected 
a few times when criteria changed.

The school budget will go to the 
Town Manager for inclusion in the 
town's overall budget, although the 
Council can only give the school budget 
a yes or no vote as a whole under state 
law. The charter calls for the council to 
hold hearings and vote on the full bud-
get before the end of  May, and individ-
ual sections will go through various 
subcommittees between now and then.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 

SCHOOLS
continued from page 1

lies on support from local 
business sponsorships, 
individual supporters, 
and state and town gov-
ernment grants. 

“With this donation to 
Bridge of  Faith, we are 

thrilled to support the 
construction and reno-
vation efforts for the new 
Youth Center on Charl-
ton Street! This center 
will have a lasting im-
pact on the lives of  young 
people in Southbridge 

by creating a supportive 
and safe environment 
for them to learn, grow, 
and develop essential life 
skills for their future,” 
said Shrewsbury. 

current team and any 
recruitment we do be-
cause we really do have a 

hard time competing [for 
staff] right now.”

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

group.
Securities and advisory services 

are offered through LPL Financial 
(LPL), a registered investment 
advisor and broker-dealer (mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC). Insurance prod-
ucts are offered through LPL or 
its licensed affiliates. Cornerstone 
Bank and The Capstone Planning 
Group are not registered as a bro-
ker-dealer or investment advisor. 
Registered representatives of  LPL 
offer products and services using The 
Capstone Planning Group and may 

also be employees of  Cornerstone 
Bank. These products and services 
are being offered through LPL or its 
affiliates, which are separate enti-
ties from, and not affiliates of, The 
Capstone Planning Group. Securities 
and insurance offered through LPL 
or its affiliates are:

Not insured by FDIC or Any Other 
Government Agency | Not Bank 
Guaranteed | Not Bank Deposits or 
Obligations | May Lose Value
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Call for a FREE Market Analysis
 and Consulation

805 Beacon Park 
SOLD

17 Granite StSOLD

INVENTORY DOWN!!

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 316 Dresser Hill Rd  $399,900

10 Kerin Dr $309,500 34 Ridge Road $369,900

DUDLEY - One Level Living

New Britain CT SOUTHBRIDGE- Oversized Cape

*Great Yard 
* 3 Bedrooms

*Newly Carpeted 
and Freshly 

Painted Interior
*New Septic 

System
*BUYERS- Ask 

About FHA 
Programs with 
DownPayment 

Assistance

* 4 Bedroom * Garage 
Call Diane

*Recently Carpeted
* Fireplace

* 3 Bedrooms * 1.5 Baths
*Lower Level Family 

Room
* View of Exceptional 

Sunsets and
 Great Location for 

Rte. 84 MA Pike 
and Rte. 20

BUYERS-
New FHA 

Programs Avaiable 
with DOWN 

Payment Assistance
CALL FOR 
DETAILS

OPEN HOUSE
SAT 10-12

NEW LSITING

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

Bryan Pelletier * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd. Your Lake 

Home
 Here! 

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement 
block garage is located on the property..  Land area 
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable 
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town 
Water & Sewer available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE.  

SORRY, SOLD!

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK 
AT THIS ONE! 
This property offers a whole 
lot more than meets the eye! 
2 Family that served the same 
family for over 65 Years. 2 
BRs & 1 Bath, 1st flr. 1 -2 
Brs & 1 Bath 2nd flr. Offers 
a shared front entry porch 
& a separate finished side 
entry porch for the 1st floor 
apt only. A rear open porch 
provides a private space & 
scenic views for the 2nd 
floor. It’s situated on an acre 
plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land 
on the corner of Eastern Ave. 
and Pine St. 480’ on Pine St. 
which has DEVELOPMENT 
POTENTIAL.

$399,000.

BEING BUILT!! SPRAWLING 2000 
SF ONE LEVEL RANCH HOME! Sit-
uated on a level 1/2 acre Lot! OPEN 
FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining 

room, upscaled kitchen with 7’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful Hard-
wood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed.  $615,000

Featured Listing
WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  

NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! This 
Half Duplex home features one 
level living at its best w/ 2 bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, & 1,274 

sq/ft of living space! Gleaming hardwood floors can be found 
throughout! Cabinet packed kitchen w/breakfast b ar and tile 
floor! Large master bedroom w/ tray ceiling, walk-in closet & full 
bath w/ low step in shower! Low monthly HOA fees!$ $369,900

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
SORRY, SOLD!

A Unique Opportunity to Own a 
Rural Farmhouse on 2.52 Acres! 
Home has 1,978 Sqft +/-, 4 BRs, 
2-1/2 Baths. Total 8 Rms. Farm is 
in full operation with Goats, Sheep, 
Pony, Donkey, Duck, Chickens, soo 
much More! $450,000

THOMPSON - 
47 FAYBYAN WOODSTOCK RD 

WEBSTER - 40 LINCOLN ST

3 Family !  9 Bedrooms ! 3 Car Garage !! 
House Has Good Bones!! “Ageless” Character 
throughout this house $399,900

 Condominium Don’t Miss this one!! Beautiful & 
Large! 2 bedroom - 2nd & 3rd floor! Corner Lot. 
Land area 19,000 Sq. Ft. +/- ONLY $249,900.

WEBSTER - 
38 RAY STREET UNIT#3  SORRY, SOLD!
NEW LISTING

WEBSTER - 26 

NORMANDY AVE.
First Time Of-
fered!1960 era One 
Level, Spacious 3 BR 

Ranch Home on a large, near level, 10,000 SF Lot! 14x28 Carport (or Large 
Covered Patio as needed :-). Municipal water & sewer.  Hardwood floors in 
the Living Room and all 3 BRs. New Electrical Service Panel. 
 $322,000

SORRY, SOLD !! 

Michelle 
Alicea-Splaine
Salesperson

Cell 774.318.0862
masplaine@gmail.com

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

100 feet of flat waterfront on dead end street.  6 room Cape with 3-4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.  
New siding, new energy efficient windows, completely new kitchen with granite counter-
tops, new stove, refrigerator and dishwasher.  New bathrooms with new plumbing.  Skip 
the Cape and enjoy four season of waterfront activities like swimming, boating, fishing, 
skating, etc.  Vacant and ready for spring occupancy. $525,000 

Call Conrad at Re/Max, Professional Associates 508-400-0438.

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

DUDLEY WATERFRONT

35 Lawrence Rd, Dudley, MA

REAL ESTATE
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caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street • Brookfield, MA  01506

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Listing Specialist 
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years

508-341-8299
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday” 

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street • Brookfield, MA  01506

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Homes are still selling quickly. If you’re in the market 
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my 

SPRING SPECIAL!

Listing Specialist 
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years 

508-341-8299 
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday” 

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

Homes are still selling quickly. If you’re in the market
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my

SPRING SPECIAL!

Listing Specialist
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years

508-341-8299
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday”

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$54999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$44999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$21999

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$22999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

Bill’s Daily Deals!See our store on 

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

Pre-season

BIKE
SALE!

GRILL
SALE!

GIANT
TOY
   DEPT!

EASTER
GOING

ON NOW!SALE!

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

New Spring specials.
Let us do the cooking!

Celebrating 50 Years

seafood

Route 31 Charlton Depot

Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11am to 8pm

WE ACCEPT 

MOST MAJOR 

CREDIT CARDS

www.ronniesseafood.com

Proudly Serving  
the Community

 for over 50 Years

Soft Service Ice Cream
Premium Hard Ice Cream

Specializing in  
Fresh Fried Seafood 

Indoor/Outdoor Seating!

NOW OPEN!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE Delivery & Removal • FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

COME CELEBRATE WITH US! We are celebrating  
by offering you savings of 20%-60% Off storewide.

v Bedrooms
v Living Rooms
v Recliners

Anniversary Sale!

Biggest Sale of the Year!

Storewide SavingS!

As an added bonus, qualified buyers pay 0% Interest and  
NO DOWN PAYMENT for 1 FULL YEAR!

REGISTER TO WIN A $500 SHOPPING SPREE! (No purchase necessary)

v Occasional Pieces
v Entertainment Centers
v Sealy Mattresses

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

health services (Annual Particle Accelerate Festival 
in Putnam, Ct) to the annual Out of  the Darkness Walk 
to prevent suicide held at Polar Park (2,3).

Increasingly a strong spiritual health and faith 
life is being recognized as a protective factor in risk 
reduction of  suicidal ideation, along with being part 
of  a supportive network, including a faith community.
Towards that end, recognizing churches can be a great 
resource for the community writ large, and for our 

neighbors, in addition to our growing food bank, and 
other good neighbor ministries, one of  the outreach 
missions Charlton City United Methodist church is 
to embarking on is addressing suicide prevention. 
Through a variety of  programs starting March 27th, 
Charlton City United Methodist Church (CCUMC) 
will be offering a series of  meditation and support 
groups, and possibly workshops, for those experienc-
ing anxiety and depression or suicidal thoughts, or are 
survivors of  suicide.  The purpose of  the meditation 
and support groups is to, once a month, gather in a 

safe space without judgment to be listened to, form a 
community, and learn some beneficial spiritual tools.
We will also be participating in a variety of  outreach 
programs that will include a variety of  professionals 
drawn from a wide range of  disciplines and expertise 
directed at risk reduction, protective measures, sui-
cide prevention, and related.For further information 
please contact Pastor John Lucy of  CCUMC at (508) 
248-7379 or john@cc-umc.org.Together, we can make a 
difference, and help reduce the deadly impact of  sui-
cide in our community. 

SUICIDE
continued from page 6
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