
NORTH BROOKFIELD 
—  For artist and illustra-

tor Russell “Russ” Buzzell, 
the landscapes, wildlife 

and history of rural New 
England have provided a 
lifetime of inspiration. This 
fall, visitors to his Buck Hill 
Studio in North Brookfield 
will have an opportunity 
to see both familiar exam-
ples of his work and the 
beginning of a new series 
exploring a distinctive part 
of Massachusetts history - 
its colonial taverns.

Buzzell will open his 
studio at 25 Tucker Hill 
Rd. for the second time 
as part of the 32nd annual 
Back Roads Studio Tour, 
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 
3 and 4, from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The free, self-guid-
ed tour includes eight art-
ists and craftspeople in 
Barre, Gilbertville, North 
Brookfield, Petersham, 
Spencer and Ware.

Among the works 
Buzzell will introduce 

during the tour is the first in 
a new series of pen-and-ink 
drawings depicting historic 
Massachusetts taverns, or 
“ordinaries,” as they were 
commonly known during 
the colonial period.

The idea grew from 
Buzzell’s interest in local 
history and his discovery 
of the important role these 
establishments played in 
early Massachusetts com-
munities. In 1656, the 
Massachusetts General 
Court made towns subject 
to fines if they failed to 
maintain an ordinary to 
accommodate travelers. 
More than places to eat, 
drink and sleep, ordinaries 
became important gather-
ing places for travelers and 
townspeople alike.

“Once I learned why 
there were so many of these 
old taverns scattered across 

Massachusetts, I started 
looking at them different-
ly,” Buzzell said. “They 
aren’t just interesting old 
buildings. They’re part 
of the story of how these 
towns developed and how 
people traveled, met and 
exchanged news. I thought 
they were worth preserving 
on paper.”

The first subject in 
the series is the historic 
Brookfield Inn on West 
Main Street in Brookfield, 

a building with a particu-
larly colorful connection to 
American history.

According to the 
Brookfield Historical 
Commission, President 
George Washington passed 
through Brookfield during 
his 1789 tour of New 
England. After dining at the 
Hitchcock Tavern in what 
is now West Brookfield, 
Washington and his party 

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

LEICESTER —  The 
Wolverine Grill at Leicester 
High School has opened for 
a new season building on 
what has been a successful 
first year of operation as 
an extension of the school’s 
culinary arts program.

The Grill debuted in 
March of this year, and 
its fall schedule includes 
breakfast and lunch with all 
the food cooked by students 
at the school, putting their 
skills learned in the class-

room to the test.
Program leaders met with 

the School Committee on 
Sept. 21, one day before the 
Grill’s first day of operation 
for the fall, providing an 
update on the young eat-
ery and how students have 
embraced the opportunity to 
hone their skills in a real ser-
vice environment. The Grill 
actually started off its sea-
son at the Leicester Harvest 
Fair earlier in September, 
giving the public a sneak 
peek at the new menu. 

It was there that School 
Committee members saw 

just how much pride the 
students have in the Grill. 
Committee Member John 
Higgins said he stopped by 
the booth and was thrilled 
to see how excited the kids 
were to be involved.

“You could see the joy 
in their faces. You could 
see that they really like 
what they’re doing and 
that they’re engaged – It’s 
obvious that they like what 
they’re doing and I real-
ly thought that was pretty 
cool,” Higgins said.

Chef Andy Aucoin, one 
of the educators that lead the 
students at the Wolverine 
Grill, said the Harvest Fair 
was a great example of how 
the students take the lead in 
creating delicious meals for 
their patrons. 

“The kids did phenome-
nal. Everything that we’ve 
taught in our training, in the 
shop, in the classroom they 
put to work out there. We 
really just went in, set them 
up, and got them going,” 
said the Chef.

As the Wolverine Grill 

moves to its stationary 
location, its second season 
brings both breakfast and 
lunch offerings, although 
they will be weekly not 
daily. Breakfast is a new 
offering held on Tuesdays 
from 9 until 11 a.m. Lunch 
will be offered on Thursdays 
from 11 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m., with both programs 
led by students with teacher 
guidance allowing them to 
embrace the full day-to-day 
operation of a kitchen and 
restaurant.

One of the major points 
made by program leaders is 
that the Grill is not designed 
to compete with local eater-
ies but to contribute to their 
success. They want to guide 
the chefs of tomorrow to 
support local businesses in 
the future.

The Wolverine Grill is 
located at the side door 
entrance of 70 Winslow 
Ave. Information on food 
offerings is being made 
available on The Wolverine 
Grill social media page on 
Facebook.

Free by request to residents of 
East Brookfield, West Brookfield, North Brookfield, Brookfield, Leicester and Spencer
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Historic Southbridge 
newspaper building 

heads to auction
Opening bid: $25,000

SOUTHBRIDGE: A nearly 200-year-old Southbridge 
landmark is heading to auction with an opening bid of 
$25,000, offering prospective buyers an opportunity to 
acquire a substantial historic property.

Stonebridge Press is selling its building at 25 Elm St., 
known as the Tiffany-Leonard House and long associated 
with the Southbridge News. Online bidding through Crexi.
com is scheduled to begin at noon on October 5, 2026, and 
run for two days. The listing describes approximately 9,536 
square feet on a 0.32-acre lot.

Stonebridge Press says the decision reflects how its 
employees now work. Staff members operate remotely 
from home offices, on the road and throughout the com-
munities the newspapers serve. Digital tools allow them 
to coordinate their work without gathering in one central 
office, leaving the company with more building than it 
needs.

The company continues serving its readers and adver-
tisers through that arrangement, with employees working 
in their local markets. Selling the Elm Street property will 
allow another owner to make use of space that no longer fits 
the publisher’s daily operations.

“We’d love to see someone in our communities get this 
property at a bargain price and put it to good use,” said 
Frank Chilinski, president and publisher of Stonebridge 
Press.

Purchased by the local newspaper company in 1997 for 
$190,000, the building has been vacant and for sale since 
January 2024. The most recent asking price was $295,000. 
Its municipal assessment is $480,300. 

Built around 1832, the Tiffany-Leonard House has a 
history reaching back to the region’s early manufacturing 
economy. Its original owner, Bela Tiffany, was a business 
partner of Samuel Slater in establishing a cotton mill in 
nearby Webster. The property later belonged to Manning 
Leonard, another prominent local businessman. Bela 
Tiffany’s lineage was the renown jewelers on 5th Avenue 
in New York City. 

The two-story brick house was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1989. Its Greek Revival archi-
tecture includes four tall columns supporting a triangular 
pediment, giving the front of the building the appearance of 
a classical temple. The brickwork and graceful proportions 
offer the kind of character that may appeal to a buyer who 
values older buildings.

Located near downtown Southbridge, opposite the Elm 
Street Fire House, the property is listed as an office build-
ing. Crexi’s description includes central air conditioning 
and two bathrooms identified as ADA compliant. Buyers 
considering a different use should review the property’s 
suitability and any required approvals.

The bidding will open at $25,000, subject to reserve and 
auction terms. Prospective bidders should review all auction 
terms and property documents. This will be a non-contin-
gent sale closing in early November. 

Photos, property information and registration details are 
available at Crexi.com by searching for 25 Elm Street, 
Southbridge. For more information or a building tour, 
contact Jonah Glickman at 508-868-3765 or email Audrey 
Hanna at ahanna@crexi.com.
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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Musician, songwriter and 
performer, Stan Matthews 
has always loved music. 
He listens to a wide variety 
of styles and draws inspi-
ration from everything he 
hears. He remembers being 

immersed in the music of 
performers such as Louis 
Armstrong, Eddy Arnold, 
Hank Williams, Roy Acuff, 
Tommy Makem, and the 
Clancy Brothers as a child, 
thanks to his mother, father, 
and maternal grandparents.  
It’s safe to say that the 
musical tastes of his fam-
ily helped start him on his 
musical journey. 

Matthews also credits the 
performance of the Beatles 
on “The Ed Sullivan Show” 
for influencing his desire to 
perform, explaining, “My 
mom put me in front of 
our black and white tv to 
watch The Beatles. After 
that nothing was the same.” 

Artist Russell Buzzell opens Buck Hill Studio 
for 32nd Annual Back Roads Studio Tour

Courtesy

Artist Russell Buzzell will open his Buck Hill Studio to visitors on 
Oct. 3 and 4 as part of the 32 Annual Back Roads Studio Tour.

Wolverine Grill adds breakfast, 
celebrates Fall opening

Musician Stan Matthews named 
Friends of the North Brookfield 
Town House Artist of the Month

Turn To MATTHEWS page  A10

Turn To BUZZELL page  A10
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WEST BROOKFIELD — Local 
poets, readers and lovers of the 
written word will have a new 
opportunity to share their favorites 
when the Merriam-Gilbert Public 
Library hosts “One Poem,” an open 
poetry reading series beginning in 
September.

The program is designed to pro-
vide a welcoming venue for writers 
to share their own poetry while 
introducing participants to the work 
of other published poets.

For each original poem a partic-
ipant reads, organizers ask that the 
reader complement it with a poem 
by an established, published writer. 
Selections can range widely, from 

Shakespeare and Anne Bradstreet to 
Charles Bukowski, William Butler 
Yeats, Rumi, Adrienne Rich and 
contemporary poets.

Participants do not need to be 
poets themselves. Those without 
original work are welcome to read 
favorite poems by published writ-
ers, while community members 
who would rather listen are equally 
encouraged to attend.

Readings will take place in 
round-robin fashion, with partici-
pants sharing no more than two 
poems during each turn. The num-
ber of opportunities each person has 
to read will depend upon attendance. 
Organizers ask participants to avoid 

p a r -
t i c u -
l a r l y 

lengthy selections so everyone has 
an opportunity to take part.

The series is intended to foster a 
creative community of writers and 
readers while exposing participants 
to poets and styles they might not 
otherwise encounter.

“One Poem” will run from 
September through May, generally 
on the third Thursday of each month 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Some dates may be 
adjusted because of holidays.

Programs will be held in the 
upstairs meeting room at the 
Merriam-Gilbert Public Library on 
Main Street in West Brookfield. 
The meeting room is accessible by 
elevator.

The series is open to the Central 
Massachusetts community.

“Come: read, listen, learn, savor,” 
organizers invite participants.

BROOKFIELD — One 
of Central Massachusetts’ 
favorite fall traditions 
returns to the Historic 
Brookfield Town Common 
on Saturday, Oct. 10 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Hosted by 
the Brookfield Community 
Club, the 47th Annual 
Apple Country Fair features 
close to 100 local crafters, 
artisans, and bakers, along 
with live music, food trucks, 
lawn games, face painting, 
raffles, and plenty of family 
fun. 

The fair brings togeth-
er the best of small-town 
charm with a vibrant mar-
ketplace of booths filled 
with hand-knit clothing, 
pottery, wooden décor, 
homemade soaps, pet toys, 
maple syrups, beaded jewel-
ry, locally-harvested honey 

and delicious small-batch 
treats—perfect for early 
holiday shopping or treating 
yourself.

But the fair is more 
than just shopping—it’s a 
full day of entertainment 
and activities for all ages. 
Enjoy live music by local 
favorites Chuck and Mud 
and Spooner Well, let the 
kids enjoy lawn games and 
face-painting, and dig into 
delicious bites from a vari-
ety of food trucks.

Don’t miss the raffle 
drawings held throughout 
the day, including a classic 
50/50 raffle and chances to 
win great prizes like fami-
ly passes to regional muse-
ums, gift certificates to local 
restaurants and shops, sport-
ing events and the ever-pop-
ular community-stitched 

quilt. In the days leading up 
to the Fair, be sure to visit the 
Merrick Public Library to 
see this year’s themed quilt 
on display. The quilt is cre-
ated through the talents and 
contributions of Brookfield 
community members, and 
will also be featured in the 
Fair raffle, giving one lucky 
winner the opportunity to 
take home this unique piece 
of Brookfield community 
history.

A favorite Fair tradi-
tion, the Apple Pie Baking 
Contest is open to bakers 
of all 
ages, 
w i t h 
youth 
a n d 
adult 
cate-

gories. Bring your best 
homemade apple pie and 
show off your baking skills! 
Entries for the apple pie 
contest will be accepted 
at the Library Annex (18 
Common St) on the Day 
of the Fair until 9:45 a.m. 
There are three Judging cat-
egories: children under 12, 
ages 13-19, and adults ages 
20 and older.

The Brookfield 
Community Club has 
been organizing the Apple 
Country Fair since 1979. 
The money raised at the 

Apple Country Fair has gen-
erated grants for community 
service projects, including 
(but not limited to): 

Supplies for the Town’s 
annual luminary display on 
Christmas Eve 

Programs and speakers 
for Brookfield Council on 
Aging 

Equipment for Brookfield 
Fire Department and EMS 

Improvements to 
Brookfield Recreation’s 
Lewis Field 

Equipment for Brookfield 
Scout Troops 

Programs at the Merrick 
Public Library 

Diane Martell 
Community Service Award 
for a graduating Brookfield 
Senior 

The fair is held outside on 
The Common rain or shine.

Mark your calendar, gath-
er your friends and family, 
and come celebrate fall in 
Brookfield.

For more information, 
visit AppleCountryFair.
com.
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Real Estate
Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
$351,201, 81 Webber Rd, Palleria, 

Jenny Lee, and Palleria, William A, 
to Rcf Iii Acquisition T, and Us Bank 
Na Tr.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$492,500, 473 W Sturbridge Rd, 

Ketner, Brent, to Ingram, Connor C, 
and White, Krystal.

$439,000, 117 Draper Rd, Barry, Jaz 
Pariece, and Barry, Steven Mark, to 
Cano, Hanssell.

$435,000, 155 Dunnbrook Rd, 
Lamoureux, Laurie, to Auger, 
Jefferson, and Malakie, Keara.

$375,000, 112 Blaine Ave, Charland, 
George A, to Kimball, Joel A, and 
Kimball, Brianne L.

LEICESTER
$560,000, 92-94 Sargent St, 

Annunziata, John A, to Brito, Rodrigo 
Barros.

$385,000, 90 Towtaid St, Sanko 
Flora L Est, and Szymczak, Linda, 
to Mcalary, Hayley, and Mcalary, 
Brandon.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$685,000, 147 Oakham Rd, 

Coughlin, Cynthia J, to Paul F Burns 
Ret, and Burns, Paul F.

$634,000, 7 Kittredge Rd, Guertler, 
Susanne, to Contonio, Thomas 
Anthony, and Contonio, Mary.

 SPENCER
$700,000, 57 Oakland Dr, Zalieckas, 

Joseph J, to Barrell, Richard, and 
Barrell, Penny.

$528,000, 20 Main St, Pray, Gregory 
L, and Pray, Catherine A, to Path To 
Freedom Fund LLC.

$500,000, 207 S Spencer Rd, Healey 
Lt, and Healey, James, to Healey, Brian 
W, and Healey, Jennifer M.

$468,000, 15 Hastings Rd, Gemme 
Kathleen M Est, and Kennedy, Kara 
Ann, to Gardner, Laura.

$450,000, 9 Westland Dr, Standring, 
Todd M, to Sawyer, John, and Sawyer, 
Nancy.

$310,000, 29 Pleasant St, Banyai, 
Thomas, and Banyai, Deborah, to 
Lindsey, Brittany.

WARREN
$469,000, 1102 East Rd, Hebert, 

Virginia L, to Denham, Aaron.
$450,000, 109 East Rd, Lone Oak 

Enterprises LLC, to Tuttle, Bradley, 
and Tuttle, Arielle.

$400,000, 114 Burbank Ave, 
Denham, Aaron Paul, and Denham, 
Lauren, to Silberstein, Andrew W, and 
Deluna, Brenda Isabe A.

WEST BROOKFIELD
None

Fall tradition continues with 
47th Annual Apple Country Fair 

Open poetry reading series 
coming to Merriam-Gilbert Library

Weekly Police 
Blotter

Spencer
The Spencer Police Department reported the following arrests 

during the week of Sept. 16-22.
Jared Joseph Pike, age 30, of Spencer was arrested on Sept. 17 in 

connection with a warrant.
Arthur D. Poirier, age 74, of Spencer was arrested on Sept. 17 for 

Indecent Exposure, Disorderly Conduct, and Disturbing the Peace.
Jeffrey Joseph Magierowski, age 47, of Spencer was arrested on 

Sept. 19 for Disorderly Conduct, Disturbing the Peace, and Assault 
& Battery on a person over the age of 60 and/or Disabled.

Leicester
The Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests 

during the week of Sept. 17-23.
William R. Denson, age 65, of Spencer was arrested on Sept. 17 

for Trespassing and in connection with a straight warrant.
Pamela Sue Koch, age 63, of Worcester and Terri Lynn Senosk, 

age 65, of Leicester were arrested on Sept. 18 for Larceny Under 
$1,200 By a Single Scheme and Conspiracy.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication 
received a summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 19 for Leaving the 
Scene of Property Damage.

Two individuals whose identities have been withheld from 
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 21 for 
Shoplifting By Asportation.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication 
received a summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 22 for Unlicensed 
Operation of a Motor Vehicle and operating a vehicle with No 
Inspection Sticker.



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER   3 Friday, October 2, 2026

NEW BRAINTREE — A cher-
ished autumn celebration will take 
place on Saturday, Oct. 3, as New 
Braintree hosts its 275th anniver-
sary celebration, Olde Home Day. 
Designed to highlight the town’s 
unique heritage and vibrant char-
acter, the daylong festival features 
a jam-packed schedule of activities 
for all ages.

The festivities kick off at 1 p.m. 
with a traditional town parade, 
leading into a diverse

afternoon lineup along the town 
grounds. Highlights include line 
dancing demonstrations led by J.P. 
Ellory—with plenty of audience 
participation—alongside perfor-
mances by the Next Step dance 
group and a wandering clown to 
entertain younger guests. Families 
can also explore a “Touch a Truck” 
exhibit, traditional children’s lawn 
games, children’s obstacle course, 

as well as a children’s scooter/bicy-
cle obstacle course. You can take a 
chance with the New Braintree 
Fire Association’s Duck Race as 
they travel the “river” down Utley 
Road. A bustling Farmers Market 
will be on the grounds showcasing 
local growers and artisans.

Food and drink offerings will 
highlight local favorites. Attendees 
can visit the Beer & Wine tent 
featuring selections from Lost 
Towns Brewing & Agronomy, or 
grab lunch from local food trucks 
Savage Wraps, and Off the Hook 
as well as some sweet treats from 
local bakers Music and classic fes-
tival competitions anchor the after-
noon. The band Over the Hump 
takes the stage from 2:30 to 3:30 
p.m., coinciding with the popular 
pie-eating contest for children and 
adults. Local bakers are also invit-
ed to enter their homemade cre-

ations into the Apple Pie Making 
Contest to compete for town hon-
ors. Bring your pies to the New 
Braintree Town Hall from 2 – 3 
p.m. Judging will begin at 3:30 
p.m. Check the New Braintree 
Web site at www.newbraintreema.
us for the contest rules.

As evening approaches, the ener-
gy picks up with a performance by 
Disco Lemonade from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m., culminating in a spectacular 
evening bonfire.

Organizers are encourag-
ing community members to get 
involved to help make the event 
a success. For volunteer oppor-
tunities, contest entry forms, or 
general information, contact event 
organizers at newbraintree275@
gmail.com or call (413) 537-4813.

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— The North Brookfield 
Board of Selectmen dis-
cussed the status of the fire 
chief search on Sept. 22, 
addressing concerns about 
certifications among the 
applicants.

North Brookfield has cre-
ated a three-person commit-
tee to lead the search for a 
new fire chief consisting of 
Police Chief Ryan Daley, 
firefighter Mario Polanco, 
and Brookfield Fire Chief 
Peter Martell. Part of their 
charge is to review appli-
cations for the position, 
including their qualifica-
tions. However, numerous 
applicants were found to be 

without the appropriate cer-
tifications listed in the job 
description or at least failed 
to include those certifica-
tions in their applications, 
leading the committee to 
consult with selectmen on 
how to proceed.

The committee reviewed 
nine applications with only 
one meeting all qualifica-
tions established in the job 
posting. Selectmen debat-
ed whether that means they 
should reduce the number 
of qualifications required or 
take a different approach to 
avoid narrowing the field to 
one single applicant. Any 
changes to mandatory qual-
ifications would require 
the job to be posted again, 
extending the search pro-

cess. 
Chief Ryan Daley rep-

resented the search com-
mittee and said they didn’t 
want to go backwards and 
reduce qualifications for the 
chief. 

“The requirements were 
put out on the post for the 
job, and they are what they 
are. Whether people had 
them or didn’t have them, 
put their resumes and sent 
in their applications, or 
didn’t put them in, forgot to 
put them in, I feel like that’s 
probably more so the case 
than not. I feel like they 
probably forgot to put some 
of these things in - Is it the 
committee’s obligation to 
call these people and say, 
‘Hey, do you have them?’ or 

is it our obligation to bypass 
that applicant because they 
didn’t have it and didn’t put 
it on their resume? That’s 
what we did. We bypassed 
them because they didn’t 
complete their application 
process the correct way,” 
said the Chief.

Selectmen felt proceed-
ing with one applicant 
would be risky but didn’t 
agree on reducing the qual-
ifications either. There was 
also the concern brought 
up by Chief Daley that they 
could be doing a disservice 
to the applicant that submit-
ted everything properly.

“I don’t think it’s a matter 
of the missing items 
so much as the fact 
that we’re bypass-

ing all these people because 
they didn’t put them in, and 
now we’re thinking about 
revamping everything when 
you do have somebody that 
put everything in the pack-
et. I think that’s where the 
waters are getting a little 
muddy. I think that’s where 
the issue lies,” said Daley.

It was Mary Beth 
Kularski, Executive 
Assistant to the Board of 
Selectmen, that offered the 
eventual compromise. She 
noted that just because the 
qualifications weren’t list-
ed on someone’s resume 
doesn’t mean they don’t 
have them. She recom-

mended sending out a blan-
ket email to all applicants 
asking them for their qual-
ifications.

Daley and the selectmen 
saw this as an agreeable 
solution and moved to pro-
ceed with this approach 
before making any further 
decisions on candidates 
for the job. This will pre-
vent the need for reissuing 
the job posting and allow 
existing candidates to 
prove they properly meet 
the standards for Chief of 
the North Brookfield Fire 
Department.

j j j j j j

Hanna is an enthusiastic and 
happy girl whose lovely smile 
can light up any room. She has 
a natural appreciation for the 
world around her and finds a 
lot of joy in spending time out-
doors. One of her favorite plac-
es to visit is the beach, where 
she enjoys exploring, taking 
in the scenery, and collecting 
seashells. Hanna is also caring 
and eager to help others. She 
enjoys being involved in group 
projects and events and takes 
pride in knowing that she has 
contributed. She is motivated by 
encouragement and does her 
best when she is given opportu-
nities to participate and feel that 
her contributions matter. Hanna 

thrives when the people around her recognize her efforts and encourage 
her to keep trying new things. With her cheerful personality, beautiful smile, 
and willingness to lend a helping hand, Hanna has a lot of joy to share with 
the people around her. She would benefit from a family who will encourage 
her interests, celebrate her accomplishments, and give her opportunities to 
be an active and meaningful part of family life. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/60245393446 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.          

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.          

Hanna 
Age 11 

Registration #9518 

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

* Real Estate 
* Wills
* Powers of Attorney
* Notary Public  

508-885-9400

ROGER F. BANKS
  ATTORNEY AT LAW

35 years experience 

     Fundraiser Benefit Dinner
Please join us for an evening of great food and fun. Learn about our rescue 
and the horses and donkeys in our care. CNEER is a grassroots rescue located 
in West Brookfield, MA .Our mission is to rescue, heal and restore the spirit 
of the horse when it has been damaged through abuse, neglect and abandon-
ment. We are committed to making a difference - one horse at a time.

October 24, 2026
Hardwick Crossing Country Club 

262 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA01031
Doors open at 5 pm, Buffet Dinner served at 6 pm
Single ticket $100 - Bundle of Two Tickets $175 

Payment must be received b y October 10th
To purchase tickets online please use the QR code or this link:

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/fall-fundraiser-banquet 

Saving one horse many not change the world but for that one horse the world is changed forever.

Or pay by check made payable to 
CNEER, 96 New Braintree Road, 

West Brookfield,MA 01585
CNEER.com or 

Visit Us on Facebook

Qualifications create concerns in 
North Brookfield Fire Chief search

New Braintree prepares to mark 
275th anniversary with 

Olde Home Day celebration

SPENCER — For the sixth consecutive 
year, the Exchange Club of Spencer will in 
November announce the recipients of their 
18 Under 18 awards to those under the age 
of 18 who reside in the towns Spencer or 
East Brookfield. The Exchange Club mem-
bership has annually been made aware of 
young men and women whose impact on 
their communities may have gone unno-
ticed. They are not necessarily the highest 
academic achievers, star athlete or the most 
popular among their peers. They are those 
unassuming young adults who demonstrate 
attributes of leadership, passion, a caring 
and supportive nature, selflessness and cit-
izenship. They are making a difference to 
others and their communities.

 The Exchange Club has acknowledged 
and awarded nearly 100 young adults with 
the 18 Under 18 award over the past five 
years who were nominated by their teachers, 
employers, school counselors or others who 
felt they made a difference in their commu-
nities. Award recipients were recognized 
with citations and presented with monetary 

awards. This year’s award ceremony will 
be held during a Worcester Railers game at 
the DCU Center in Worcester on Sunday, 
Nov. 22.

 The Exchange Club membership is pur-
posefully invested in the present and future 
of the Spencer and East Brookfield com-
munities. They wish to highlight the innate 
talents that our youth exhibit unselfishly 
every day in what sometimes seems like 
the simplest of actions of caring and the 
ability to relate to others. They believe that 
curiosity, analytical thinking, dependability 
and a strong work ethic make the greatest 
difference where we all live, work and play. 
The club’s vision of the future is that these 
young men and women will carry on the 
Exchange’s mission of “Unity for Service.”

Application and nomination forms may 
be accessed on the Facebook pages of the 
Spencer Exchange Club, Spencer Bulletin 
Board or atwww.spencerexchangeclub.org. 
Sponsorship forms may also be accessed at 
those locations.

Spencer Eschange Club to present 
18 Under 18 Youth Leadership awards
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When you plan a trip, you consider not 
only the destination but also the climate, 
activities that interest you, transportation 
needs, anticipated costs, best time to go and 
coverage for your work, home, or pets. It’s 
a holistic approach — looking at your trip 
from a variety of angles.

It’s wise to apply that same holistic 
thinking when you plan for your financial 
future — that is, bringing into the picture 
all elements of yourself.

Here are some things that may affect 
your financial strategy: 

Your views on helping your family  – 
Your decisions about helping your family 
are clearly going to be a major part of 
your financial strategy, and this is true at 
virtually all stages of your life. When your 
children are young, you’ll need to decide if 
you’re going to save money for their col-
lege education, and if so, how much, and 
in what investments. When they’re young 
adults, you may also need to decide how 
much financial support you’re willing to 
provide for major expenses such as down 
payments on a new home or a new car. And 
when you’re drawing up your estate plans, 
you’ll need to consider how and when to 
distribute assets to your children, grandchil-
dren, or other family members.

Your personal beliefs – As someone with 
civic, ethical, and moral concerns, you may 
feel compelled to make charitable gifts 
throughout your life and then make philan-
thropy part of your legacy. To accomplish 
these objectives, you’ll want to include 
gifting techniques in your financial strategy 
today and your estate plans for tomorrow. 
Of course, for the estate-planning compo-
nent, you’ll need to work with your tax and 
legal advisors.

Your purpose in life when you retire  – 
Having a purpose can bring fulfillment 
beyond financial security. Leading up to 
retirement, your purpose may involve pro-
viding for your immediate family, bringing 
value to your profession, or contributing to 
your community. When you retire and step 
off your career path, you’re entering a new 
world of possibilities. How will you define, 
and live out, your new sense of purpose 
at this stage of your life? Do you seek to 
broaden your horizons by traveling around 
the world? Or spend more time volunteer-
ing? Can you pursue hobbies that give 
you a chance for self-expression? Each of 
these choices will carry different financial 
implications for how much you’ll need to 
accumulate for retirement and how much 
income you will need to take out each year 
from your retirement accounts, such as 
your IRA and 401(k).

Your health – Your physical and mental 
health can play big roles in your financial 
plans and outlook. On the most basic level, 
the healthier you are, and the better you 
take care of yourself, the lower your health 
care bills will likely be during retirement, 
which will affect the amount you need to 
put away for health care. And you also may 
need to prepare for the costs of long-term 
care, which can be enormous — in fact, 
a private room in a nursing home in can 
easily cost $100,000 per year, according to 
Genworth, an insurance company. 

It can be challenging to weave all these 
elements into a single, unified vision, so 
you may want to get some help from a 
financial professional. But, in any case, be 
prepared to look at your situation holis-
tically because, when putting together a 
lifetime’s financial strategy, every part of 
your life matters.

 
This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

A landmark 
worth a 

second look
A newspaper’s work has never been con-

fined to four walls. It happens at town meet-
ings, along Main Street, on school sidelines 
and in conversations with the people who 
call our communities home.

Still, a building can become part of a 
newspaper’s identity. That is true of 25 Elm 
St. in Southbridge, the historic Tiffany-
Leonard House, long associated with the 
Southbridge News and Stonebridge Press 
Newspapers.

Now, we hope someone will give it a new 
purpose.

Stonebridge Press is putting the property 
up for online auction through Crexi, with 
bidding beginning Oct. 5 at noon. The 
opening bid is $25,000. The auction will be 
live for just 48 hours.

That number deserves a second look. It 
raises the possibility of acquiring a historic 
building for less than the price of a new car. 
But an opening bid is a starting point, not a 
promised selling price. The auction is sub-
ject to terms that prospective buyers should 
read carefully.

Why are we selling? Because the way we 
produce your newspaper has changed over 
the years.

Our employees now work from home 
offices, on the road and throughout the 
communities we serve. Stories, photo-
graphs, advertising and page layouts can 
move between colleagues without everyone 
gathering under one roof. We still need 
people who know their communities. We 
no longer need the space that once brought 
those people together.

The building has been vacant since 
January 2024. Keeping it empty serves 
neither our needs nor the property’s future.

Built around 1832, this brick landmark 
has nearly two centuries behind it. Its 
columns and distinctive architecture are 
reminders that buildings can contribute 
something to a town beyond square foot-
age. They give a place character and con-
nect one generation to another.

Of course, character alone does not make 
a project practical. Any interested buyer 
should tour the property, examine its con-
dition, understand the costs and investigate 
what uses would be permitted. An attrac-
tive purchase price is only one part of the 
calculation.

We have a financial interest in this sale, 
and readers deserve that acknowledgment. 
We also would welcome seeing a familiar 
landmark occupied and useful again.

Perhaps the right person is reading this 
newspaper. Perhaps you know someone 
who should take a look.

Visit Crexi.com and search for “25 Elm 
Street, Southbridge” to see photographs, 
property information and auction details. 
Bidding is scheduled for Oct. 5 & 6.

An old newspaper building has room 
for new ideas. We hope someone in our 
communities will see a possibility worth 
pursuing.

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor To the Editor:

Welcome to Spencer, home of the 
state’s largest and most challenging obsta-
cle course! Yes, you too can play “Dodge 
the Craters” absolutely free of charge! 

All you need are your vehicle and a valid 
driver’s license. But if you lose part of 
your vehicle in a crater, game over.

Pat Sweet
Spencer

Play “Doge the Craters”

To the Editor:
Thank you very much for the won-

derful coverage of last week’s Leicester 
Harvest Fair!   The articles and photos 
and the tribute to the high school stu-
dents in the Editorial all highlight what 
is so special about that annual event. 
The work and knowledge of the CTE 
students has added a valuable dimension 
to the Fair visitor’s experience. We on the 
Harvest Fair committee owe so much to 
the community organizations, middle and  
high school students, Boy Scout troops, 

local crafts people, and other volunteers 
who come together each September  
to provide food, entertainment, demon-
strations and educational exhibits, as 
well as the critical help in setting up 
and taking down all the equipment 
necessary to stage the Fair. Your cov-
erage celebrated that strong com-
munity participation — thank you! 
Sincerely,

Christie Higginbottom 
Leicester Harvest Fair Committee

Thank you for your coverage of 
 Leicester’s Harvest Fair

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy
Letters to the Editor must include the 
author’s name, address, and a daytime 
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for 
publication. Only the author’s name 
and the town in which they reside will 
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will 
not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor 
to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decency 
standards, and any submission may be 
rejected at any time for any reason he 
or she might deem appropriate.

To the Editor:
Trump was already a big fan of fake 

news, so has added a TV station to his 
UnTrue Social network.

I expect his election security claims and 
moves to control it, to ramp up as long as 
his poll numbers keep falling. Even his 
most devout cult fans, being among those 
he is bankrupting, are losing confidence in 
his leadership.

My worry is how will those in a position 
to curtail him ignoring laws, court orders 
and the Constitution respond to his illegal 
orders to invoke the Stalin style election, 
where it matters not who votes and how, 
only who counts the votes. While I am not a 
fan of Elon Musk, I set stock in him saying 
he delivered Trumps last victory, and that 
he is working to do it again.  Anyone who 
thinks the guy who makes cars that can take 
you anywhere without a driver, cannot hack 
voting machines or voter rolls, is living in 
blissful ignorance.

Anyone who does not see him meeting 
Xi and Putin at airports and rolling out red 
carpets, as the opposite of calling out  our 
leaders as communists for representing the 
working people, has swallowed the hook.  
Admitting China’s state media, while lock-
ing out three American news networks., 
is so similar to Hitler’s behavior, as to be 
remarkable. 

Who remembers the plan to free the 
Iranian people from their evil leadership? 
That has become genocide and erasure of 
their entire population, and the pea brain 
announced it at the UN. This guy having 
the nuclear codes is way off the rails.

Little Mikey, realizing that Hegseth’s 
illegal and abominable behavior was no 
longer to even  be tolerated by Repubs, took 
his ball and went home until game is over, 
SCOTUS keeps proving who owns them 
and laws and precedents, no longer rule.

Although the Cheeto is a mail in voter 
himself, and I have been since Covid, I will 
make it a point to go in person this year, 
to dispel any speculation that mail ballots 
changed the election. I reviewed KK’s 
thoughts on the coming ballot questions, 
and while we generally agree, we differ on 
same day registration. Waiting until elec-
tion day to register, just says you have no 
problem distracting from the days business 
and making the effort to do it in advance 
shows irresponsibility. I further noted no 
mention of question #9.    While I am not 
in total agreement with the bill, I will vote 
for it.  If the most liberal sate in the nation 
cannot pass rational gun legislation, we can 
all assume there will be more thoughts and 
prayers, but nothing else.   I have a ques-
tion. Now that everyone has assault rifles, 
why have none stopped school shootings?  
As a boomer, we grew up trained to hide 
under desks from bombs.   This is not an 
improvement.  

The Sandy Hook shooter, killed his 
mother, used her keys to get assault rifle 
from safe, then went to the school and 
killed teachers and Kindergarteners. This 
law “might” have prevented this, or might 
not have, but doing nothing is also a deci-
sion.

Ken Kimball 
Brookfield

To the Editor:
I have wondered just what the Republican 

Party stands for. I understand a conserva-
tive approach to finances –  don’t  spend 
what you don’t have – and have practiced 
that for all my life. I remember a time when 
the “trickle down” theory was supposedly 
going  to  benefit  us all, but it never  did 
trickle  down to me. Certainly, the last 
10-plus years are very confusing to me, so 
I have some questions. 

Does a Republican agree that grabbing 
people off the street without a warrant 
mainly because they are black or brown 
and may have an accent is right?  

Does a Republican approve when that 
person is thrown into a concentration, 
excuse me, a detention camp without a trial 
and without proof that they belong there 
and without notification to family is right? 

And, about  these concentration — I 
mean, detention — camps, who is paying 
for the upkeep, the food, the heat, the 
water, the staff? 

Does a Republican agree with bombing 
small boats, killing over 100 people, with-
out knowing who they are and what they 
are doing? 

Do the Republicans really believe we 
should go to war with Iran without a 
clear plan and  definitely an  exit plan? 
We don’t have billions of dollars to give the 
American people health insurance, food, 
shelter but we can bomb a country “out of 
existence”? Do we not know how long the 
memories of a country like Iran can be? We 
remember 9/11 25 years later but we have 
killed one of their presidents and his child. 
Do you really think they will forget? 

Do Republicans believe it is a conserva-
tive budget move to attack Argentina for 
oil that we may never see since the big oil 
companies don’t think it worth it to rehab 
the system that is there?  

And what about our  servicemen  and 
women? What about the danger they are 
being put in in Argentina and Iran? We 
have already lost some of them and how 
many more are injured or maimed for life? 
And now, we  are in charge of  security 
for Greenland and he is talking about Cuba. 

Where is the budget and manpower com-
ing for that? Can we just agree that he 
wants to rule the world?  

Do the Republicans agree that requir-
ing some Haitians in Ohio must wear 
ankle monitors or be  immediately deport-
ed? Doesn’t it make you think of the Jews 
or the Slaves? What is happening to  the 
human beings in this country? 

We  haven’t  heard about the Epstein 
files for a while have we? I have said he 
is a master at diverting attention. Iran, 
Greenland, Venezuela, Cuba.  What’s  he 
afraid of? The truth? 

Do the Republicans who so ardently 
support his every word or action think it 
right to demolish the East Wing to build a 
gaudy ballroom rivaling Versailles? There 
is no one I have ever heard of who wants 
the ballroom. Is it going to house the 
homeless he has created? Is it going to be 
a soup kitchen for those who cannot afford 
food? It going to be a place where people 
can go to get warm because they cannot 
afford heat? 

This is a man who is mentally ill and 
the people who support him are vile.  How 
dare he threaten to demolish the Kennedy 
center unless his name is on it? How dare 
he construct an arch with his name on it at 
what cost we can only imagine? And how 
dare he insist that a new warship that was 
supposed to be named after a (black) hero 
at Pearl Harbor be named after him? How 
dare he threaten our elections with lies pur-
porting that in spite of facts to the contrary 
they are corrupt. 

This person has enriched him-
self and his family with Billions, not 
Millions,  Billions  of dollars while decent 
people of this country cannot afford gas 
for their cars, food for their families, heat 
for their homes, or a sense of peace that all 
will be all right.  

This person has  the nuclear  codes  and 
one  has to  wonder what he might in the 
middle of the night while in one of his 
snits. I pray for us all, and for him. 

 Judy Rose 
East Brookfield 

Look at your 
financial 
situation 

holistically

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

Fake news

Some questions for Repbulicans
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"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree              Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• 60 ton Crane
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Log Length Firewood
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
• Hazardous Tree Removal

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Letters to the EditorThat is a 
perfectly 
good box

My wife tried to throw away a box the other day. Not 
some battered old thing that had spent six months in the 
garage. This was a good box. A very good box. Clean. 
Sturdy. Nice square corners. Medium-sized. The kind of 
box that immediately makes a man think, “We should keep 
that.”

“For what?” my wife asked.
I didn’t appreciate the interrogation. I didn’t know what it 

was for yet. That’s not how boxes work. You keep the box 
first. Its purpose reveals itself later.

This particular box had arrived with something we 
ordered, and after unpacking it my wife broke down the 

packing material and headed toward the 
recycling.

I rescued the box.
“We don’t need that,” she said.
“We might.”
“For what?”
Again with the questions. This is one 

of the differences between us after 30 
years of marriage. My wife sees an 
empty cardboard box. I see potential. 
Maybe somebody will need to mail 

something. Maybe we’ll need to store something. Maybe 
one of the kids will move someday and suddenly require 
exactly one medium-sized cardboard box. Who’s going to 
look foolish then?  Not me.

The box went downstairs. It joined several other boxes. 
There is the long narrow one that could someday be use-
ful for something long and narrow. There is the small 
heavy-duty box that is obviously too well-made to discard. 
There is a shoebox, which hardly counts because shoebox-
es have been official household storage containers since 
approximately the beginning of civilization.

Then there are the truly elite boxes. Anyone over 50 
knows what I mean. These are boxes so well constructed 
that throwing them away would be an insult to manufactur-
ing. You pick one up and admire it.

“Look at this thing.”
Nobody else in the house looks.
“Double-walled.”
Still nothing.
“That’s a good box.”
At this point, your spouse leaves the room. Fine. Some 

people appreciate craftsmanship.
The problem, of course, is that boxes reproduce. You save 

one because it might be useful. Then another arrives that is 
slightly smaller, which means it serves an entirely different 
hypothetical purpose. Then you get a big one, and obvious-
ly you can’t throw that away because big boxes are hard 
to find when you need one. Soon, there is a section of the 
basement that looks as though you are preparing to relocate 
without telling anybody.

Every few months, my wife notices.
“Are we keeping all these?”
I know this is not really a question. So I conduct an inven-

tory. This generally involves picking up each box, examin-
ing it and deciding that, yes, we apparently are keeping all 
of them. Occasionally, I sacrifice one to maintain domestic 
peace. Usually the weakest. A bent corner will do it.

“Fine,” I’ll say. “This one can go.”
Then I flatten it with unnecessary solemnity and put it in 

recycling. The others survive another round.
I realize there is a certain absurdity to all this. Cardboard 

boxes are not rare. Stores have them. Neighbors have them. 
The world is not facing a cardboard shortage. But try telling 
that to a man who once needed a box at 7:30 on a Sunday 
morning and didn’t have one. That experience changes you. 
Besides, every now and then, the system works. Somebody 
needs to ship a Christmas present, pack up old dishes or 
carry something to the car.

“Do we have a box?”
That’s my moment. I don’t say anything. I simply walk 

downstairs and return carrying exactly what the situation 
requires. My wife looks at the box. Then she looks at me. I 
try not to appear smug.

Thirty years of marriage has taught me many things. One 
of them is knowing when you’ve won. Another is knowing 
enough not to say so.

The good box stays.

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

EAST BROOKFIELD 
— Local artisans and crafts-
people will have an oppor-
tunity to showcase their 
work this fall when the East 
Brookfield Public Library 
hosts its Annual Craft Fair.

The fair will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 17, from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and will 
feature handcrafted items.

Library organizers are 
emphasizing that partici-

pating vendors must offer 
items that are genuinely 
handmade. Products must 
be completely handcrafted 
rather than commercially 
produced items that have 
been modified with a small 
number of handmade addi-
tions.

Prospective vendors will 
be required to have their 
work reviewed before par-
ticipating in the fair. Those 

interested may email pho-
tographs of their handcraft-
ed items to  cmacmaster@
cwmars.org. Artisans may 
also bring one or two sam-
ples of their work to the 
East Brookfield Public 
Library for review.

The review process is 
intended to ensure that 
the annual event remains 
focused specifically on 
handcrafted goods and the 

work of participating arti-
sans.

The Annual Craft Fair 
will take place Saturday, 
Oct. 17, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the East Brookfield 
Public Library.

Anyone interested in 
participating as a vendor 
should submit photographs 
by email or visit the library 
with samples of their work 
for consideration.

East Brookfield library 
seeks vendors for annual craft fair

LEICESTER — “If you 
are doing fall cleaning, the 
Friends of the Leicester 
Library would appreci-
ate donations of unwant-
ed books, board games, 
puzzles, DVD’s, and CD’s 
for our Fall Book Sale,”  
Charissa Berube, Friends of 
the Leicester Library Chair, 
says.  

The Friends group holds 
a Book Sale every Fall and 
every spring.  

“The Book Sales are 
huge events, and we’re able 
to provide opportunities to 
purchase all sorts of books 
for all age groups at truly 
discounted prices,” Berube 
explains.  “It’s a terrific 
event that helps the library 
as well as people who come 
looking for books and the 
many other items we sell, 
and our Friends group truly 
enjoys helping through the 
events.”

The Fall Book Sale will 
be held on Saturday, Oct. 10 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
on Tuesday, Oct. 13 from 
9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.  

Proceeds from the Book 
Sale are used to purchase 
arts and craft supplies for 
children’s and adult pro-
grams and to sponsor spe-
cial educational presenta-
tions and programs.  

“The monies raised are 
truly important and help-

ful, as we’re able to offer 
popular programs that the 
library would not be able to 
afford otherwise,” Berube 
continues.

All the items that are sold 
at the Book Sale are con-
tributed by area residents.  

“We count on the kind-
ness of people who might 
be looking to clear out 
unwanted items and help 
the library in the process,” 
Berube states.

Please bring the items 
you would like to contribute 
to the inside of the library 
any day and time it is open.  
Please, no encyclopedias or 
medical textbooks.  

Bring your unwanted 
items to the Library over 
the next few weeks, then 
come to the Book Sale and 
find some great prices on 
books, games, and other 
items that you will use and 
enjoy!

 Annual Family Fall Fest open to all!
    

          NORTH BROOKFIELD — The First Congregational Church of North Brookfield 
will be holding its annual Family Fall Festival Saturday, Oct. 3 from noon to 2:30 p.m., 
with activities for all members of your family.

           The many activities include free hamburgers/cheeseburgers, chips, lemonade, 
and apple cider (hot and cold) for all. There will be a silent auction and cake/pie sale. A 
bouncy house, cotton candy machine, popcorn and games galore for the whole family, 
including the infamous {or famous} tug of war between the adults and the children. Other 
activities include horse rides, corn hole, Zumba with Melanie, and the North Brookfield 
Fire Department Fire Prevention team. 

Come have fun with us! This event is free to all who attend! Call the church office with 
any questions at 508-867-8428.

Friends of the Leicester Public 
Library announce Fall Book Sale

To the Editor:

During my life, I have lived, worked and travelled across 
our planet. By chance,  I often happened to be in a country 
that was either getting ready, having or just had an election. 

(Here, let me mention the great international election 
work, done by Jimmy Carter the Democrat, who fully 
accepted defeat by Republican President Ronald Reagan 
– in fact during my lifetime,  in 20 Presidential elections, 
only Donald Trump said he was cheated.)  

Likewise, I have worked  in elections both in our rural 
South during the Civil Rights Era and in New England in 
both in the 20th and 21st centuries. 

So, I have seen elections - both free and fair and other-
wise. 

Now, just not me, but people and neutral organizations 
that work day and night on American elections — with 
solid evidence — say because he will likely loose too much 
that Donald Trump and those loyal  to him and  not our 
Constitution again trying work hard   to prevent free and 
fair 2026 American elections.

Documented proof of this, with many proven examples, 
includes:      

Trying to change election rules by orders from President 
Trump

Blocking millions of Americans from voting if they 
cannot show proof of citizenship (almost no non-citizens 
try to vote)

Tampering with election equipment and voter files 
Trying to influence or punish election officials and vot-

ing organizations 
Using government departments and agencies to pretend 

voting is “rigged”
Providing support to those who want to destroy the free 

and fair election process
Cancelling back the ability of those organization who 

protect free and fair elections

This list could go on and on. To overcome this Trump 
effort to have a situation where one person and his loyal 
followers rule  and benefit , we need to both to have as 
many Americans as possible  stand loyal to our Constitution 
and, in this election, support Senate candidates like Chris 
Pappas in New Hampshire  and Troy Jackson in Maine .

Kevin Kane
Spencer      

Stealing our election
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Burdett’s 
Trash 

Pickup 
LLC

“Why pay more it’s only trash” 
508-612-8093 

burdettstrashpickupllc.com
Family owned/operated 
servicing our community

 for 15+ years - 
Spencer, Leicester,
 Ware, Warren and

 all of the Brookfields. 

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Wednesday price 9/28/26 was $5.75 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

OCTOBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Mushroom
 Pizza 

Sm. $7.99 
Lg. $10.99

BLT
Sub 

Sm. 8” $6.49 
Lg. 12” $7.49

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

         SPENCER — The 
largest grassroots cultur-
al funding network in the 
nation, the Local Cultural 
Council (LCC) Program 
enriches the cultural life 
of all cities and towns in 
Massachusetts. Led by 
municipally appointed vol-
unteers, LCCs award $6.6 
million every year, support-
ing 7,400 cultural programs 
that include everything 
from field trips to lectures, 
festivals, and dance perfor-
mances. 

     The Spencer Cultural 
Council grant cycle is now 
open (closes Oct. 15).  This 

is a very easy grant to apply 
for.   Grants are awarded/
denied by Jan. 1.   The 
grants need to be completed 
by Dec. 31, 2027.   Grants 
are reimbursed to grantees 
when paperwork is submit-
ted after the program.   For 
questions, contact Denise 
at  dfarmosa@cwmars.
org.   The online applica-
tion can be found at https://
massculturalcouncil.org/
communities/local-cultur-
al-council-program/appli-
cation-process/.

         Who is eligible to 
apply for an LCC grant?

·                 Applicants must 

reside or be located in 
Massachusetts. Local 
Cultural Councils may 
accept applications from 
anyone included in the list 
below:

·                  Individuals. 
Individual applicants must 
show that a public benefit 
results from the project for 
which they are applying.

·         Incorporated private 
nonprofit organizations.

·                  Unincorporated 
associations that can estab-
lish a nonprofit objective.

·         For-profit organi-
zations whose application 
demonstrates  public bene-

fit.
·         A group of individ-

uals coming together with 
a common purpose (e.g., 
local community band, the-
ater group) that do not have 
nonprofit status.

·                  Public schools, 
libraries, other municipal 
agencies, and the Local 
Cultural Council itself.

·         Religious organi-
zations. Religious organiza-
tions or groups with a reli-
gious affiliation are eligible 

to apply for funding for a 
project or program that: 
Is available to the general 
public.  Has the purpose of 
benefiting the public, not 
the religious organization.  
LCCs cannot fund activ-
ities that are “inherently 
religious” such as religious 
worship, instruction, and 
proselytization.

         The Mass Cultural 
Council is extremely appre-
ciative of the efforts made 
by Local Cultural Council 

members in ensuring pub-
lic access to culture in our 
communities. LCCs and 
their grant recipients are 
vital partners in our attempt 
to raise awareness about 
public funding for arts and 
culture in Massachusetts, 
both in the Legislature 
and with the public.   The 
Spencer Cultural Council is 
a local agency funded by 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

SPENCER —  Spencer 
residents will have sev-
eral important civic dates 
to keep in mind this fall, 
with in-person early voting 
beginning in October, the 
state election scheduled for 
Nov. 3 and a Special Town 
Meeting following two days 
later.

The Town of Spencer has 
announced that in-person 
early voting for the 2026 
state election will begin 
Saturday, Oct. 17, and con-
tinue through Thursday, 
Oct. 29.

Early voting will take 
place at Spencer Town Hall, 
157 Main St. The hours will 
vary during the early vot-
ing period, and residents 
are encouraged to consult 
the town’s website for the 
complete schedule before 
heading to Town Hall.

The early voting period 
gives registered voters an 

opportunity to cast their 
ballots before Election Day 
rather than visiting the polls 
Nov. 3.

Election Day itself is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
Nov. 3. Spencer voters will 
cast ballots in the Great Hall 
at Town Hall, with polls 
scheduled to be open from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Town officials are encour-
aging eligible residents to 
participate in the election.

The November election 
will be followed closely by 
another important date on 
Spencer’s municipal calen-
dar.

The town will hold a 
Special Town Meeting on 
Thursday, Nov. 5, beginning 
at 7 p.m. Town Meeting 
provides registered voters 
with the opportunity to con-
sider and vote on municipal 
matters placed on the meet-
ing warrant.

Additional information 
about the Special Town 
Meeting, including the war-
rant and matters scheduled 
for consideration, is expect-
ed to be available through 
the town as the meeting 
approaches.

The Town Clerk’s Office 
oversees election and voter 
records in Spencer. Town 
Clerk Sandra Fritze’s office 
is located at Town Hall and 
can be reached at 508-885-
7500, ext. 150. Regular 
Town Clerk’s Office hours 
are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday and 7:30 a.m. 
to noon Thursday.

Residents seeking the 
latest election information, 
including the complete 
schedule of early voting 
hours, should check the 
town’s website as the dates 
approach.

CHARLTON — The 
Charlton Historical Society 
(CHS) and the Leicester 
Historical Commission 
will collaborative on a 
full day program explor-
ing how the American 
Revolution shaped Central 
Massachusetts on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

The day includes tours 
of the Swan and Rider 
Taverns, a tour of the 
Number 2 Schoolhouse, a 
walking tour of Leicester 
Common, presentations on 
the Marquis de Lafayette 
and the Declaration of 
Independence, and break-
fast and lunch. The cost is 
$35 per person before Oct. 
3  and $40 the day of the 
event. This event is limited 
to 50 people.   Participants 
will drive in their own vehi-
cles to the two sites.   In 
addition to walking, the day 
will include climbing one 
flight of stairs.

Roadside taverns like the 
Swan built in 1768, played 

a key role in starting the 
American Revolution. 
Come learn how it was 
in the Swan that the term 
“minutemen” was first 
uttered. Frenchmen like 
the Marquis de Lafayette 
were essential in helping us 
win the Revolution. Fifty 
years after the Revolution, 
Lafayette returned to the 
United States for a trium-
phant tour of the new coun-
try. Learn what his stop at 
the Rider Tavern was like. 
The ideals of the Revolution 
would be a central part of 
American curriculums in 
one-room schoolhouses like 
the Number 2 one that is 
part of this full day of activ-
ities.

 
About CHS
The Charlton Historical 

Society  collects, preserves 
and shares the history of 
Charlton, Massachusetts. 
The Society maintains the  
Number Two Schoolhouse 
and the historic Rider 
Tavern, which serves as 

home to the Society.   The 
CHS regularly offers tours, 
talks, and activities for all 
ages in the Rider Tavern, a 
twenty-two-room turnpike 
inn restored to its original 
1799 condition.   The pri-
vate, nonprofit CHS also 
offers programs throughout 
the community. For more 
information  https://charl-
tonhistoricalsociety.com.

 
About the Friends of the 

Swan Tavern
The Friends of Swan 

Tavern is a registered 
non-profit group that assists 
the Leicester Historical 
Commission, a town agen-
cy with fundraising efforts, 
restoration, and repair work, 
as well as the operation of 
the tavern as a historical 
museum, community, and 
education center. Rotating 
historical displays and 
educational programs on 
local and regional history 
occur regularly at the Swan 
Tavern.

Spencer Cultural Council
now accepting applications!

Spencer announces early 
voting, state election and 

Special Town Meeting dates

Charlton and Leicester 
history groups team up

 for tavern crawl
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15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 10/2 & SATURDAY 10/3

CHILEAN 
SEA BASS

AFTER 5PM

Hi Mikaela, 

Here is an ad that is running in a di2erent paper that you can look at and grab info 
from.  You don’t need the food pictures because we’re not doing color.  
  
Also, we will be closed July 3-6 to celebrate the 4th of July 
  
r Facebook page for taven specials 
 

 

Yankee 
Magazine’s Choice 

for Best New 
England Cuisine!

salemcrossinn.com•(508) 867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Open Thurs -Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5. 
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting.

Hexmark Tavern is open Thurs. & Fri . 
Visit our Facebook page for Tavern Specials.

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

See Our 
Facebook 
page for 
Tavern 

Specials

Open Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting
Hexmark Tavern  is Open Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

Time 
to Make 

Thanksgiving 
Reservations

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Suzanne Strempek Shea

WARE — Workshop13 is excited to host 
a book reading and signing with award-
winning author Suzanne Strempek Shea as 
she shares Compositions, her extraordinary 
memoir capturing the humor, tenderness, 
and vivid detail of growing up in a closeknit 
PolishAmerican community in 1960s and 
’70s Massachusetts. 

This event is free and open to the public; 
you can RSVP at workshop13.org. It will 

take place in Workshop13’s newly renamed 
Urban Hall at 13 Church St., Ware, which 
is now accessible via vertical chair lift. It 
takes place on Oct. 4 from 2-4 p.m., with 
doors opening at 1:30 p.m.

Told through the eyes of her grade-
school self, “Compositions” brings to life a 
world shaped by faith, family, and tradition 
— where classrooms hold generations of 
memories, nuns teach with both patience 
and personality, and childhood moments 
become lifelong touchstones. With sharp 
observation and heartfelt storytelling, 
Strempek Shea reflects on the people, plac-
es, and rituals that formed her early years, 
from beloved woods and fishing holes to 
parish customs and family bonds that reveal 
both strength and vulnerability.

Her essays shimmer with nostalgia, 
humor, and emotional clarity, offering a 
kaleidoscope of scenes that feel both deeply 
personal and universally resonant. Readers 
and listeners alike will find themselves 
transported, reminded of the small miracles 
and quiet revelations that shape who we 
become.

About Workshop13
Workshop13 is a dynamic center where 

arts, culture, and community converge—
expanding access to the arts and nurturing 
creativity and self-expression in our rural 
region.  For more information visit work-
shop13.org, or call 413-277-6072.

Author Suzanne Strempek Shea 
comes to Workshop13

SPENCER — The 
Richard Sugden Library 
invites widows to an infor-
mal conversational group. 

“Every ending has a 
beginning.” “He’s in a better 
place.” We’ve heard it all. 
But, we have experienced a 
loss that was unique, equal 
to no other. We’ve also 
experienced love like no 
other. The Widows Group 
(WG) intends to build a 
community of love, sup-
port, patience, and under-
standing. 

Please join us 
Wednesdays (the first and 
third of each month) begin-
ning Sept. 2 from 1 - 2 
p.m. Lifting hearts, one-at-
a-time. September get-to-
gethers will be Sept. 2 and 
16  at the Richard Sugden 
Library, Spencer.

A  Haunted Story Swap 
will be held at the Richard 
Sugden Library on Sept. 10 
from 6 – 7:30 p.m.   Share 
your eerie experience.  

We’re gathering a record 
of otherworldly experienc-
es that  have occurred in 
Spencer and want to hear 
from you!   Our main goal 
is to collect cemetery-based 
accounts, but other stories 
will also be noted after-
wards.  Please join us for this 
exchange of tales  of  trepi-
dation and haunted hap-
penings!  Sponsor: Spencer 
Historical Commission and 
hosted by Prof. Garret D. 
Langlois, Ph.D.

Grow Happiness with 
Wendy O’Leary at the 
Richard Sugden Library, 
Spencer. Adult Happiness 
Club kicks off Sept. 17 from 
1-2 p.m.   Monthly sched-
ule: Oct. 29, Nov. 19, Dec. 
17, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 
18, April 15, May 13,and 
June 17.   The  in-person 
group will have an optional 
activity following the ses-
sion from 2-2:30 p.m. Sign 
up with Wendy O’Leary 
at  woleary25@gmail.

com.  Sponsor: Friends of 
the Library.

Traditional Folk Music in 
the 21st Century will be 
held at the Richard Sugden 
Library on Thursday, Sept. 
17 from 6 – 7 p.m.   Music 
is an essential part of con-
nection.   Derek Piotr, folk-
lorist, performer, and com-
poser shares his Fieldwork 
Archive, featuring more 
than 2,000 recordings 
of “non-singers” poems, 
hymns & songs.   Sponsor: 
Friends of the Library.

Sound Healing experi-
ence at the Richard Sugden 
Library, Spencer.   Immerse 
yourself in therapeutic 
sounds that calm the mind, 
heal the body, and uplift the 
spirit.   Adults are invited 
to join us as Allison, from 
Friendly Ass Farm, leads 
this time of relaxation.  Join 
us on Sept. 23 from 6-7 p.m.  
Tune into wellness. Vibrate 
with Harmony.   Sponsor: 
Friends of the Library.

Richard Sugden 
Library offers support 

group for widows
EAST BROOKFIELD 

—  The East Brookfield 
Public Library is prepar-
ing for a busy fall, with 
its annual Fall Craft Fair 
and a series of seasonal 
movie programs planned 
for October and November.

The library’s  Annual 
Fall Craft Fair will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 17, from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., bring-
ing together local crafters 
and shoppers for one of the 
library’s fall traditions.

Organizers are emphasiz-
ing that the fair is reserved 
for genuinely handcrafted 
items. Vendors interested 
in participating must offer 
items they have made them-
selves rather than commer-
cially produced products 
with minor handmade addi-
tions.

Prospective vendors are 
asked to submit photographs 
of their work to  cmacmas-
ter@cwmars.org for review. 

Crafters may instead bring 
one or two samples of their 
work to the library for con-
sideration.

The library will also offer 
several movie programs 
during the fall, inviting 
residents to bring along 
a snack, enjoy a film and 
spend some time with oth-
ers in the community.

The October schedule 
begins Tuesday, Oct. 13, 
at 1 p.m. with a showing 
of  “The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow.”

Halloween festivities will 
continue Thursday, Oct. 
29, with a Charlie Brown 
program beginning at 3:30 
p.m. Children are encour-
aged to attend in costume 
for a showing of  “It’s the 
Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown.”  Following the 
movie, costumed children 
will have an opportunity to 
“haunt” Town Hall.

November will bring two 

more movie programs.
“The Librarian”  will be 

shown Tuesday, Nov. 10, 
beginning at 1 p.m.

Later in the month, 
the library will get into 
the Thanksgiving spir-
it with  “A Charlie Brown 
Thanksgiving” on Thursday, 
Nov. 19, at 3:30 p.m. The 
program will include a 
Charlie Brown-inspired 
feast for those attending.

The combination of the 
craft fair and movie pro-
grams gives residents sev-
eral opportunities to visit 
the library this fall, whether 
they are searching for local-
ly handmade goods, look-
ing for an afternoon movie 
or bringing children out for 
a seasonal celebration.

For additional informa-
tion about the craft fair or 
upcoming programs, con-
tact the East Brookfield 
Public Library.

East Brookfield library 
plans Fall craft fair, 

seasonal movie programs

North Brookfield 
Cultural Council 

seeks funding 
proposals

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Proposals 
for community-oriented arts, humanities, 
and science programs are due Oct. 15.

The North Brookfield Cultural Council 
has set an Oct. 15 deadline for organiza-
tions, schools, and individuals to apply 
for grants supporting community cultural 
activities.

According to LCC spokesperson Nancy 
Waldron these grants can support a vari-
ety of artistic projects and activities in 
or around North Brookfield,  including 
exhibits, festivals, field trips, short-term 
artist residencies, performances in schools, 
workshops, and lectures.

The North Brookfield Cultural Council 
is part of a network of 329 Local Cultural 
Councils (LCCs) serving all 351 cities and 
towns in the Commonwealth. The LCC 
Program is the nation’s largest grassroots 
cultural funding network, supporting thou-
sands of community-based projects in the 
arts, humanities, and sciences every year. 
The state legislature provides an annual 
appropriation to Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency that allocates funds to each 
community.

This year, the North Brookfield Cultural 
Council will distribute about $7,200 
in grants. Previously funded projects 
include:  production of “Legally Blonde 
2, “programs “Birds of Prey,” “Watercolor 
Painting” at the Haston Library; Hip Hop 
Square Dance at the Senior Center.

For local guidelines and complete infor-
mation on the North Brookfield Cultural 
Council, contact Nancy Waldron at nancy.
rachel@comcast.net. Application forms 
and more information about the Local 
Cultural Council Program are available 
online at www.massculturalcouncil.org.

Quaboag Valley 
Amateur Radio 

Club to hold first 
meeting of the year

WEST BROOKFIELD — The Quaboag 
Valley Amateur Radio Club (QVARC) will 
hold its upcoming membership meeting 
on Tuesday, Sept. 29, at the Senior Center 
in West Brookfield at 73 Central Street. 
Doors open at 6 p.m., with the meeting 
starting at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend. 

The club will look ahead to an exciting 
milestone: celebrating the club’s 40th anni-
versary in March, 2027.

 
Club members will provide updates on 

their recent visit to the HamXposition in 
Marlboro, the largest amateur radio con-
vention in the Northeast. Members plan to 
discuss and share ideas for celebrating four 
decades of amateur radio service in the 
Quaboag Valley area and will be starting to 
plan special activities and events to mark 
the occasion throughout the year.

 
Looking toward 2027, the club will also 

discuss offering amateur radio licensing 
exam classes, electronic VE testing ses-
sions, and ways to welcome new members 
into the hobby.

 
QVARC warmly welcomes area hams 

and anyone curious about amateur radio 
to reach out and get involved. Whether 
you’re a licensed operator, a lapsed one 
looking to get back on the air, or simply 
curious what ham radio is all about, there’s 
a place for you in the club as it heads 
toward its 40th year.

 
For more information about QVARC, 

upcoming events, or how to get involved, 
visit  www.qvarc.com  or find the club on 
Facebook at Quaboag Valley Amateur 
Radio Club.news@stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Town of Spencer 
Conservation Commission 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

In accordance with the requirements 
of the Massachusetts Wetland Pro-
tection Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the 
Spencer Wetlands By-Law:
Jeremy Crocker has filed an RDA 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission to rebuild a retaining wall lo-
cated at 3 Lake Avenue, Spencer, MA. 
Colleen Casey has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to demolish a deck and add a 
sunroom located at 81 Jolicoeur Av-
enue, Spencer, MA. 
Kenneth MacDonald has filed an NOI 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission for a proposed Single-family 
home located at 11 & 15 Wilson Ave-
nue, Spencer, MA. 
Applications can be reviewed at the 
Office of Development and Inspection-
al Services, Town Hall. A public hear-
ing regarding these filings will be held 
by the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2026 at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be pres-
ent or call in remotely to participate. 
Conservation Commission meetings 
open at 6:15 p.m. 

Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman 
October 2,  2026

Notice of Public Hearing for Zoning 
Amendment – Planning Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
October 20, 2026, in McCourt Social 
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main 
Street, Spencer, MA, and the hear-
ing will be conducted in person and 
remotely on the following items start-
ing at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter 
as can be heard:

Newly Proposed Article: Zoning 
Bylaw Article 4.8.12, Temporary 
Moratorium on Data Centers, in 
effect through November 5, 2027

Interested parties may review the 
proposed bylaw at the Office of 
Development & Inspectional Services 
and the Town Clerk’s office, located 
in Memorial Town Hall, during regular 
business hours, as well as posted 
on the Planning Board’s webpage at 
www.spencerma.gov.
October 2,  2026
October 9,  2026 

At the Zoning Board of Appeals 
public meeting to be held on Tues-
day, October 13, 2026, in the Mc-

Court Social Hall of Memorial Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, Spencer, MA, 
a public hearing will be held on the 
following items starting at 7:00 p.m. 

or as soon thereafter as can be 
heard:

Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 
Zoning Board of Appeals

Public Hearing Special Permits & 
Variance– Applicant: New England 
Power Company and Massachu-
setts Electric Company; Owner: 

New England Power Company: 7.5 
& 9 Meadow Road, Spencer, MA, 
Assessor’s Map U11-9 & 10. The 
applicant is seeking Special Per-
mits under section 4.9.3.C (Exten-
sion of nonconforming use) and 
3.4.1.G.9 (Earth removal within 4 
feet of groundwater table), and a 

Variance under sections 5.1 (struc-
tures within side setback) and 7.3 

(Variance requirements). Proposed 
construction and installation of 

certain substation-related equip-
ment and facilities at its existing 

electric substation. The property is 
located within the Rural Residential 

(RR) and Commercial (C) zoning 
districts.

September 25, 2026
October 2, 2026

NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
JOINT MEETING OF THE SPENCER 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN, 
PLANNING BOARD, ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS, AND 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Notice is hereby given that a Special 
Joint Meeting between the Board of 
Selectmen, Planning Board, Zoning 
Board of Appeals, and Conservation 
Commission of the Town of Spencer 
will be held on Wednesday, October 7, 
2026 at 6:00 P.M. in the Great Hall of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA.
This Special Joint Meeting will be 

held for the purpose of discussing 
the ongoing review and update of the 
Town of Spencer Zoning Bylaw and 
Subdivision Regulations, including rec-
ommended amendments and matters 
related to the regulation and adminis-
tration of land use within the Town.
Members of the public are invited and 
encouraged to attend. An opportunity 
will be provided during the meeting 
for members of the public to offer 
comments regarding the review and 
revision of the Zoning Bylaw and 
Subdivision Regulations.
October 2,  2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the provisions of 

Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 
131, Section 40 of the Wetlands 

Protection Act, the North Brookfield 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on October 13, 2026, 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Offices, 215 

No. Main St., No. Brookfield for an 
NOI filing and associated activities 
on 91 & 107 Oakham Road, North 

Brookfield.
Any person interested in this matter is 

invited to attend the hearing.
October 2,  2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

26 SM 003038
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Shaun Pelis; Jennifer M. Jenkins
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
TH MSR Holdings LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Spencer, numbered 21 Highland Street, 
given by Shaun Pelis to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for 
Prestige Home Mortgage, LLC, dated 
September 16, 2022, and recorded at 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 68227, 
Page 131, as affected by a Partial 
Release dated September 15, 2026 
and recorded at said Registry in Book 
74184, Page 22, and now held by the 
plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before November 9, 
2026 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on September 
22, 2026.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
October 2,  2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 97 East Charlton 
Road, Spencer, MA 01562
 	 By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained in 
a certain mortgage given by Jared 
L. Armstrong to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-
inee for loanDepot.com, LLC, and 
now held by loanDepot.com, LLC, 
said mortgage dated August 10, 2022 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 68071, Page 127, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for loanDepot.com, LLC, 
its successors and assigns to loan-
Depot.com, LLC by assignment dated 
May 1, 2025 and recorded with said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 71936, 
Page 222; for breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will be sold 
at Public Auction on November 5, 

2026 at 11:00 AM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the premis-
es described in said mortgage, to wit: 
BEGINNING at an iron pipe in the 
easterly line of East Charlton Road 
at a point which is one hundred 
twenty-two (122.00) feet, measured 
along the easterly line of said East 
Charleton, Road, from the southerly 
end of a curve connecting said line 
with the southerly line of Bacon Hill 
Road;
Thence from the point of beginning as 
defined above N. 27° 58’ E. along the 
easterly line of said East Charleton 
Road, one hundred and twenty-two 
(122.00) feet to a point;
Thence by a curve to the right having 
a radius of 22.95 feet, and length of 
26.57 feet to a point in the southerly 
line of Bacon Hill Road;
Thence 8. 85° 42’ E. by the southerly 
line of said Bacon Hill Road, three 
hundred and forty-six (346.00) feet to 
an iron pipe at a stone wall:
Thence 8. 9° 04’ W. along said stone 
wall and by land now or formerly of 
William V. & Alta M. Cambell, four 
hundred and sixty-seven (467.00) feet 
to an iron pipe;
Thence N. 56° 15’ W. by a wall, sev-
enty-one and 43/100 (71.43) to an 
angle;
Thence N. 44 degrees 08’ W. still by 
said wall, one hundred and sixty-three 
and 13/100 (163.00) feet to an angle;
Thence N. 51 degrees 00’ W. still by 
said wall, one hundred and ninety-two 
and 55/100 (192.55) feet to an angle;
Thence N. 10 degrees 12’ W. still by 
said wall eighty and 11/100 (80.11) 
feet to an angle;
Thence N. 53 degrees 21’ W. seven-
teen and 30/100 (17.30) feet to the 
point of BEGINNING.  
Meaning and intending to convey said 
premises as described in deed dated 
July 30, 2019 and recorded August 6, 
2019 with Worcester South Registry 
of Deeds in Book 60837, Page 23.
	 The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage shall 
control in the event of a typographical 
error in this publication.
	 Upon information and belief, 
the third and fourth bounds above 
should state S. and not 8. due to a 
typographical error.
	 For Mortgagor’s Title see 
deed dated July 30, 2019 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
60837, Page 23.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for loanDepot.com, LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
October 2,  2026
October 9,  2026 
October 16,  2026 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0436EA
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR ORDER OF 
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT

Estate of:
Bernard A Arsenault  

Date of Death: 08/28/2025
A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by
Randy Beauregard of Brookfield  MA
requesting that the court enter a for-
mal Decree of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance of a final ac-
count and such other relief as may be 

requested in the Petition. 
 IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the court. You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 10/20/2026. This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court. 
Date: September 18, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 2,  2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO20P3489EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL APPOINTMENT OF 

SUCCESSOR PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE

 Estate of:
Marian Elizabeth Cogswell 
Date of Death: 09/29/2020

To all interested persons: 
A Petition has been filed by: Joshua 
Velazquez of Spencer MA
rrequesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order that Joshua 
Velazquez of Spencer MA 
be appointed as Successor Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond 
and for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the court. You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 10/20/2026. This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court. 
Date: September 17, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 2,  2026

Town of Spencer 
Conservation Commission 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

In accordance with the requirements 
of the Massachusetts Wetland Pro-
tection Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the 
Spencer Wetlands By-Law:
Jeremy Crocker has filed an RDA 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission to rebuild a retaining wall lo-
cated at 3 Lake Avenue, Spencer, MA. 
Colleen Casey has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to demolish a deck and add a 
sunroom located at 81 Jolicoeur Av-
enue, Spencer, MA. 
Kenneth MacDonald has filed an NOI 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission for a proposed Single-family 
home located at 11 & 15 Wilson Ave-
nue, Spencer, MA. 
Applications can be reviewed at the 
Office of Development and Inspection-
al Services, Town Hall. A public hear-
ing regarding these filings will be held 
by the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2026 at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be pres-
ent or call in remotely to participate. 
Conservation Commission meetings 
open at 6:15 p.m. 

Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman 
October 2,  2026

LEGALS

For Legal Advertising Information, Call 508-909-4127  
email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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Carol Louise 
(Messier) Kenerson, 
79, of Spencer, 
Massachusetts, passed 
away peacefully on 
Thursday, September 
24, 2026, while visit-
ing her son, John, in 
Dubuque, Iowa, fol-

lowing a courageous 25-year battle with 
COPD.

Carol was born on Monday, December 
16, 1946, to Robert Messier and was 
lovingly raised in Spencer by her paternal 
grandparents, Eva and Joseph Messier. 
Their love, guidance, and support helped 
shape the woman she would become.

Carol is survived by her devoted 
husband of more than 60 years, Butch 
Kenerson; her daughter, Melissa Hassett 
of Brookfield, Massachusetts; her son, 

John; her grandchildren, Jessica Walker 
and Corey Costa, also of Brookfield, 
Massachusetts; and her beloved cat, Nora.

Carol was a member of the David 
Prouty High School Class of 1964, and 
for more than 30 years, she worked at 
Millbrook Distributors. She was a woman 
of remarkable dedication and strength, 
known not only for her strong work ethic 
but also for her unwavering devotion to 
her family.  After long days spent doing 
physically demanding work at Millbrook, 
she came home every night and prepared a 
home-cooked meal, made sure the family 
had clean and ironed clothes for the next 
day, and tidied the house before taking a 
few moments for herself to unwind with 
a couple of Salem cigarettes and a glass 
of Coke.

Among the simple pleasures Carol 
enjoyed were a weekly Friday night ham 

grinder from the Spencer Pizza House 
and Saturday night dinners that featured 
a T-bone steak at the Auburn Mall’s York 
Steak House and, after it closed, prime rib 
at Christo’s Restaurant in Worcester. These 
small traditions brought her happiness and 
became cherished family memories.

Carol’s life was defined by selflessness. 
She consistently placed the needs of oth-
ers before her own and found her greatest 
happiness in caring for those she loved. 
She took special pride in making birth-
days and Christmases memorable, always 
working hard to ensure those occasions 
felt special for her family. 

The family is deeply grateful to the 
ICU staff at Mercy Hospital in Dubuque, 
who used every available resource to help 

Carol fight a severe COPD exacerbation 
complicated by pneumonia. While her 
illness ultimately proved too great to over-
come, we are thankful for their exception-
al care, compassion, and dedication to her 
and our family.

Anyone who knew Carol understood 
that she never sought attention or recogni-
tion for herself. Honoring her wishes and 
the quiet humility that defined her life, no 
public memorial service will be held.

Carol’s kindness, strength, and selfless 
love for her family will be remembered 
always and missed beyond measure. Her 
passing has left us truly heartbroken and 
created a void in our lives and in our hearts 
that will never be filled.

Carol Louise Kenerson, 79
OBITUARIES

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to
 its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Advertise on this page 
for one low price!  Get 7 papers.

Call 774-200-7308

&Home 
 AutoFallFall

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Painting

FRESH COLOR PAINTING
YOUR VISION IN COLOR

Brighten Your Curb Appeal 
With a Power Wash 

Locally Owned, Operated And Insured. 
Ask About Senior And Veteran Discounts 

Call Today For A Free Estimate 
Over 15 Years Experience

Call Today: 774-241-6399

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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SCHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

How to Submit
 an Obituary
Guidance in 
Your Time of Need.
Posting an obituary is a meaningful way to 
honor the life of someone who has passed, 
share the loss with the community, and support the 
grieving process. It celebrates their life, 
family, memories, and accomplishments while
bringing people together in remembrance. 
An obituary also helps loved ones find comfort and 
closure during a difficult time preserves the individual’s 
story as an important part of the family’s 
history and legacy.

We offer easy placement and publications througout the area
Just drop us an email, be sure to include a photo if you would like.  

Inlcude your publication choice and provide a contact number for prepayment.

Deadline is Monday at noon for this week’s edition.
Our Rates: $ 250 per newspaper for 400 words or less. 

Photos and symbols included at no extra charge.
For obituaries over 400 words, the charge is $ 250 for each additional 400 words or less. 

Please note this price is per newspaper.

Send all Obituaries to obits@stonebridgepress.news
If you have any question please call Julie at 508-909-4105

PO Box 90 | Southbridge, MA 01550
508-909-4105 | www.stonebridgepress.com

Stonebridge Press Newspapers
Your Local News. In print and online.
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continued east and sought 
lodging in Brookfield. 
Local tradition holds that 
innkeeper Mercy Wheeler 
Bannister, suffering from 
a severe headache and not 
realizing which “president” 
was seeking accommoda-
tions, turned the party away. 
Washington continued to 
Spencer, where he spent the 
night at Isaac Jenks’ tavern.

The incident gave 
Brookfield its own varia-
tion on the familiar “George 
Washington slept here” 
claim: George Washington 
almost slept here.

Buzzell’s original pen-
and-ink drawing of the 
Brookfield Inn will be on 
display at Buck Hill Studio 
during the tour, and prints 
will be available for pur-
chase. He plans to continue 
the series with other historic 
Massachusetts taverns.

The project is a natural 
extension of Buzzell’s work, 
much of which reflects the 
farms, forests, wildlife, 
buildings and history of 
central Massachusetts.

Buzzell grew up on his 
family’s North Brookfield 
farm, where his childhood 
was spent milking cows, 
driving tractors and helping 
with the daily work of farm 
life. Art, however, was his 
first love. A 1960 graduate 
of North Brookfield High 
School, he graduated from 
the Art Institute of Boston 
in 1966.

His professional career 
included several years with 
the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society, where he illustrat-
ed publications and devel-
oped the detailed approach 
to wildlife and natural sub-
jects that continues to char-
acterize much of his work.

Buzzell went on to illus-
trate a number of books, 
including Ronald Rood’s 
Animals Nobody Loves, 
the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society’s The Farm Book 
and William G. Sheldon’s 
The Wilderness Home of 
Giant Panda. He was also 
a contributing artist for 
DeCourcy Taylor’s The 
Ultimate Fishing Book and 
The Art of Shooting Flying.

His illustrations have 
appeared in Gray’s 
Sporting Journal and 

Wisconsin Sportsman, and 
he has freelanced for the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Fisheries and Wildlife.

Buzzell works in oils, 
watercolors, pen and ink 
and scratchboard, with sub-
jects ranging from wildlife 
and rural landscapes to 
historical scenes. Among 
his best-known works 
are Sunday Afternoon 
on the Buzzell Farm and 
Wheeler’s Surprise, his his-
torical depiction of the 1675 
ambush of Capt. Thomas 
Wheeler’s company by 
Nipmuc warriors during 
King Philip’s War.

Russ isn’t the only sto-
ryteller in the Buzzell fam-
ily. Copies of  “The Artist, 
the Farmer, the Hunter, and 
the Good Guy,” written 
by Buzzell’s sister-in-law, 
Diane Buzzell, will also 
be available for purchase 
during the studio tour. 
The book tells the story of 
Russ and his brothers and 
their lives growing up in 
North Brookfield, provid-
ing another perspective on 
the family, community and 
rural New England life that 
have influenced so much of 
his artwork.

And visitors to Buck Hill 
Studio will get a taste of 
Buzzell family tradition in 
a more literal sense. Diane 
plans to make a batch of 
her well-known Swedish 
Brownies from an old fam-
ily recipe to share with 
studio visitors during the 
weekend.

The Back Roads Studio 
Tour was founded in 1994 
by a group of local artists 
and craftspeople who want-
ed to invite the public into 
their studios to see where 
and how their work is creat-
ed. More than three decades 
later, the annual event con-
tinues to offer visitors an 
opportunity to meet artists 
and craftspeople while trav-
eling the back roads of rural 
central Massachusetts.

In addition to Buzzell’s 
Buck Hill Studio, this 
year’s participating studios 
are Pieceful Primitives, Lou 
Meyerdierks, 36 Donnelly 
Cross Road, Spencer; 
Brookfield Paperworks, 
Elisabeth Hyder, 23 High 
St., North Brookfield; Jeff 
Palmer Designs, 14 Mill 
Rd., North Brookfield; John 
Collins Studio, 29 Beach 

Rd., Ware; Dragonbelly 
Ceramics, Lisa Cohen, 183 
Mechanic St., Gilbertville; 
Sheldon Farm Baskets, 

Sue Morello, 587 Sheldon 
Rd., Barre; and Petersham 
Leathers, Sylvia Brown, 
202 Popple Camp Rd., 

Petersham.
For more information 

about the Back Roads 
Studio Tour, participat-

ing artists and a tour map, 
visit  backroadsstudiotour.
org.

LEICESTER — The 
Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee is pleased to 
present “For the Love of 
Democracy,” a comedy 
fundraiser featuring the 
nationally known come-
dian  Jimmy Tingle, who 
has appeared on such 
prestigious outlets as 60 

Minutes, PBS, MSNBC, 
Fox, Comedy Central, and 
NPR, as well as present-
ing his own comedy spe-
cial on HBO. The event 
will be hosted by former 
radio show personality 
from WSRS 96.1 and Mix 
93.1 Chris Zito. 

  Show time is 

Thursday, Oct. 1, at the 
Leicester Social Club, 91 
Mannville Rd., Leicester, 
Massachusetts.   The show 
will benefit the campaigns 
of Incumbent State Rep. 
David LeBoeuf, Worcester 
17th  District; State Sen. 
candidate Shannon Teabo, 
Worces te r-Hampsh i re 
District; and State Rep. 
candidate Nick Lazzaro, 
Worcester 7th District.

 
VIP tickets are $50 for 

early admission and pre-
ferred up front seating at 
5:15 p.m. for an hour of one-

on-one time with all three 
of the candidates, as well 
as with U.S. Representative 
Jim McGovern, Jimmy 
Tingle himself, and 
host Chris Zito. General 
Admission tickets are $35, 
with doors opening at 6:15 
p.m. Tickets sales are han-
dled by ACT Blue and can 
be ordered at leicesterdtc.
com.

 
Come join the fun! We 

hope to see you there. In 
the words of the former 
Morning Radio Show host 
- “Tell Your Pals.”

Girl Scout 
Troop welcomes 
new members 

 
SPENCER —  Girls entering grades Kindergarten and 

1 in the fall are invited to join Troop 65501.The troop 
meets in  Spencer every other Sunday, 4:30-5:45 p.m. 
Girl membership registration fee is $111, and is active 

until September 30, 2027. Financial Assistance is 
available.  

 
Girl Scouts is the premier organization for girls 

to learn about leadership, financial literacy, life 
skills,  the outdoors, community service, science 
and technology. Girl Scout programming is cus-
tomizable for all types of learners! Previous Girl 
Scout experience is not necessary. 

 
You can register for a spot in the troop 

at  https://go.gscwm.org/troop65501. 
Questions?  E-mail  info@gscwm.org  or call 508-
365-0115.

            
About Girl Scouts of Central and Western 

Massachusetts 
 Girl Scouts of Central and Western 

Massachusetts serves nearly 6,000 girls in grades 
K through 12 with the strong support of over 2,500 
adult volunteers in 186 towns and cities in central 
and western Massachusetts. The Girl Scout pro-
gram allows girls to discover the fun, friendship, 
and power of girls together while building their 
personal leadership qualities. GSCWM supports 
girls by giving them extraordinary opportunities 
to explore, experience, and learn about their world 
and helps girls recognize that they are vital mem-
bers of their communities.

774-200-7308

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

YARD SALE
FOR SALE 

Day bed $500
Steel Shelving $100 each
Bookcase $50
Bookcases $100 each 
Cabinets $200 each 
Large Craftsman Cabinet $300

Prices are firm 
Cash only 

15 Wendy Lane Uxbridge, MA 
October 10th and 11th 

BUZZELL
continued from page  A1

When he was 12, it was 
the guitar riff to “Smoke on 
the Water” by Deep Purple 
that motivated him to tell 
his father that he wanted 
to learn how to play gui-
tar. The next day his father 
came home with a Jimi 
Hendrix record and told 
him that if he really wanted 
to learn how to play the 
guitar, he needed to listen 
to Hendrix, because he was 
the best.

Matthews started a band 
with his best friends in high 
school and upon graduation 
went on to Berklee College 
of Music in Boston. Not 
content playing other peo-
ple’s music in cover bands, 
he started writing his own 
songs making use of the 
interest in poetry he had 
developed in high school. 

He recorded a demo 
at a recording studio in 
Worcester, and his songs 
did get some airplay on 
WAAF and WBCN, the 
big rock stations back then. 

After shopping his songs to 
record companies in New 
York and London, Stan’s 
frustration with the reality 
of the music business led 
him to what he calls a “per-
sonal hiatus.” 

It was the release of 
Johnny Cash’s “American 
Recordings” series that 
brought Matthews back 
to his love of music and 
renewed his desire to create 
once again. His big chal-
lenge by that time was to 
juggle a renewed interest 
in songwriting with a wife, 
three children, and a full-
time job as a truck driver.

Stan Matthews, the dad, 
emphasizes to his now adult 
children that what matters 
is not whether you end 
up being famous or being 
unknown. Like every-
thing that we do in life, the 
important thing is to try. 
Here he uses the words of 
Vince Lombardi, “It’s not 
whether you get knocked 
down, it’s whether you get 
up.“  When he was much 
younger, he believed that 
I wanted to be a rock star. 
Now he is glad that he 
never did. Fame has a high 

price -- just look at Johnny 
Cash, Hank Williams, Jimi 
Hendrix and many more. 
Stan is convinced that he is 
much happier as a family 
man who also makes music 
than he would have been 
if he had made it to the 
big time. He is determined 
that he’ll continue making 
music until they put him 
“in the ground. My music 
will last long after I’ll have 
turned to dust. I did it my 
way,” he insists.

Matthews views each 
song as a painting. To him 
each instrument, musical 
note and word is color on 
a canvas. He writes as each 
song is a personal experi-
ence. His music is stark, 
stripped bare, and the lyrics 
are honest. He sings about 
life from the perspective 
of the working man. The 
intent of his music is to take 
you on life’s journeys: a 
search for love, the joy of a 
child’s birth, the struggle of 
relationships, the anguish at 
the loss of a job, the sorrow 
at a loved one’s passing.

Matthes has released four 
CD’s and won an award 
from the International 

Singer Songwriter’s 
Association. He continues 
to write and record music 
and poetry. Most Fridays 
he can be found at the open 
mic series at Lost Towns 
Brewing in Ware. For more 
information on new releases 
or future events, you can 
check out his Web site at 
www.stanmatthewsmusic.
com.

Matthews has lived in 
North Brookfield for seven 
years with Tonya, his wife 
of thirty-three years, their 
five children and at the 
moment, eleven chickens.

The Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House 
would like to thank Stan 
Matthews for helping us put 
a spotlight on the arts as our 
“Artist of the Month for 
October.”  

The Friends is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization 
focused on restoring, pre-
serving, and sustaining the 
Town House as a cultural 
center of North Brookfield.  
Every month this organiza-
tion recognizes a featured 
artist in their community.

MATTHEWS
continued from page  A1

LEICESTER — If you 
are interested in most any 
kind of craft, it’s worth 
your while to stop in at the 
annual Craft Swap at the 
Leicester Public Library, 
1136 Main St. in Leicester, 
on Oct. 1, 2, and 3 during 
regular library hours!

“Our Craft Swaps have 
been very popular events!” 
Library Director Suzanne 
Finstad Hall exclaims. 
“Every time we hold the 
Craft Swap, the response 

has been awesome, with 
many area crafters and peo-
ple interested in starting 
a particular craft coming 
to the library and finding 
materials they can use or 
bringing items they no lon-
ger need to give to neigh-
bors who share their inter-
ests.”

“You don’t need to have 
anything to swap,” Hall 
explains. “Anyone is wel-
come to come and browse 
through all the items we’ll 

have and pick out items 
needed to work on whatev-
er you may be working on 
or try something new.”  

No donation is required 
to participate.

Every year attendees will 
find a wide variety of items, 
including paint, pencils, 
markers, brushes, art paper, 
sewing fabric, ribbon, yarn, 
felt, buttons, beads, jewelry 
making supplies, craft tools, 
kits, books, and more!

If you have items to swap 

/ contribute to the Craft 
Swap, please bring them 
to the library anytime the 
library is open prior to the 
Swap or that day.  

“We are fortunate to have 
a large number of people 
engaged in a variety of 
crafts, which means there 
are really a lot of items here 
to be found!” Hall contin-
ues.  

Contact the Leicester 
Library if you have any 
questions.  

East Brookfield seeks pub-
lic input for Open Space and 

Recreation Plan update
EAST BROOKFIELD — The Town of East Brookfield, 

with assistance from the Central Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission (CMRPC), is updating its 2006 Open 
Space and Recreation Plan and is seeking input from resi-
dents.

Community members are encouraged to participate in a 
survey to share their thoughts on open space, recreational 
opportunities, and priorities for the future. Public feedback 
will help guide the development of the updated plan, which 
is required to maintain the Town’s eligibility for State grant 
funding for conservation and recreation projects.

Residents can complete the survey online at https://tinyurl.
com/yv7b23fy. Hard copies are also available at Town Hall, 
the East Brookfield Public Library, and the Senior Center.

The Town encourages all residents to take part and help 
shape the future of East Brookfield’s parks, recreation 
resources, and open spaces.

Leicester Public Library hosting 
annual Craft Swap

LDTC to hold fundraiser benefiting 
local campaigns

East Brookfield 
Library plans 

two-week Ghost 
Craft program

EAST BROOKFIELD — The East Brookfield Public 
Library is getting into the Halloween spirit with a two-part 
Ghost Craft Program planned for October.

Adults are invited to visit the library and create their 
own centerpiece ghost display during sessions scheduled 
for Thursday, Oct. 8, at 4 p.m. and Thursday, Oct. 15, at 
3:30 p.m.

The craft is designed as a two-week project, with par-
ticipants working on their displays during both sessions. 
Because the project requires both programs to complete, 
participants must be available to attend on both dates.

The program is open to all adults, but advance registra-
tion is required.

The Ghost Craft Program is among the seasonal activ-
ities offered by the East Brookfield Public Library and 
gives local residents an opportunity to create a Halloween 
decoration of their own while spending time with others in 
the community.

Those interested in participating should contact the East 
Brookfield Public Library to sign up for the program.
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ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

One Level Living
Beacon Park 

Condo
Fantastic Views 
of Webster Lake

*2 BR * 2 Baths
 * New Renovation

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

*4 Bedrooms * 3rd Level Au Pair 
Suite  * 24’x24’ Great Room *2 

Fireplaces *  Koi Pond with Wa-
terfall *Underground Sprinkler 

System • MLS #73536242
30 Knollwood $849,900

CHARLTON -
“STONEYBROOK 

GARDENS”

*30’x50’ Split
*1.5 Acres

*Main BR w Tray Ceilings
*Cathedral Ceiling Liv-Dining-

Kitchen *3 Full Baths
95 A.F. Putnam Rd $675,000

CHARLTON-
NEW CONSTRUCTION

*7 Rooms
 * 3 Bedrooms 

* 2 Baths
*Kitchen

 w/ Dining Area
*Office

*30’ Great Room
*Eligible for VA 

Finacing
*Sided, Windows, 
Furnace Updated

3 Elm St. $425,000

OXFORD

*7 Rooms *1.5 Baths * 
Skylight

 * 1st Floor Familyroom
  * MLS #73555830

9 Colonial Rd $535,000

SUTTON-NEW PRICE!

$535,000

*2 BR Ranch
 *Open Floor Plan * Sided

 * Barn/Garage
(with Potetnital Rental unit)

78 Blackmer Rd. $415,000

SOUTHBRIDGE- 
MAJOR REDUCTION!!
NEW PRICE $415,000

17 ACRES!

REAL ESTATE 
INFORMATION SEMINAR

OCT. 10TH
Reservations Suggested

11 am-12 Noon
Black Tavern

Dudley HIll, Dudley, MA
Learn About Selling a House and

Financing Opportunites for Buyers

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-
acre, 2 car garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 
sf +/- finished lower level,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone 
fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan kitchen, liv-
ing rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183  $464,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Webster- 3 Oakwood Dr
Presenting a meticulously maintained Colonial! 
This inviting home, spans 2,042 sf +/-, 4 BRs, 
2-1/2 Baths. Offers a refined living experience 
designed for comfort & convenience. The kitchen 
is a culinary enthusiast’s delight, featuring a dining 
area w/picturesque views! Sleek stainless steel 
appliances, elegant maple wood cabinets & stone 
counters that provide both functionality & aesthet-
ic appeal. The living room offers a sophisticated 

ambiance, enhanced by hardwood floors, crown moldings & custom built in shelves. For 
special occasions enjoy the formal dining rm & a cozy everyday fireplaced family rm w/sliders to a very 
private deck. Also provides a 2 car att’d garage for secure parking & storage. Discover the exceptional life-
style afforded by this distinguished residence! We invite your inquiry & a private viewing! MLS#73523347      
$589,900

Open House Saturday & Sunday 12-2 
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will 
provide an exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an 
expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 
frplcs & more, all  designed for relaxation & conveni-
ence!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS   $975,000

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

ON DEPOSIT

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Point Snug 

Harbor Villa 

On the shores of prestigious 
Webster Lake! Experience 
ultra-luxury lakefront living 
with direct water access. This 
young modern craftsman lake 
home is masterly designed to 
maximize panoramic Western 
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home 
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of 
sophisticated, three-story living 
space, complete with multilevel 
waterside decks, a radius stone 
faced patio, and a tiered land-
scape with its own waterfall. 
From morning coffee to sunset 
gatherings, you will enjoy every 
minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet 
main level features a spacious 
open floor plan, welcoming you 

into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room 
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting 
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, 
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, 
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room 
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level 
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting 
memories!     MLS#73563787  $1,750,000

This Beautifully Maintained Two-Level Waterfront  Panoramic WATER VIEWS from almost every 
Single Window!! 50 Ft of Sandy Shoreline!! Front-row Northwest-facing Sunsets !!...The house 
Layout is Designed for a Seamless Indoor-Outdoor Lifestyle,  Weather-Protected Patio! The Gem 

of the House is the Living/Dining room Combi-
nation !! Offering a sweeping Wall of Windows 
to enjoy watching Mother Nature at her Finest!! 
Granite Countertops, Stainless-steel Appliances, 
White “ Soft-close” Cabinets and Solid Wood 
Flooring!!...This Main Level has an Effortless 
Layout adding a Roomy Convenient Bedroom & 
Large Closet, Full bath, 1/2 Bath & Laundry!!... 
Downstairs, the Walk-out Lower Level Transi-
tions into a phenomenal Guest Retreat with 2 
Bedrooms, Living space, and Full Bath!!..2 Car 
Garage! MLS#7356983       $1,050,000.

Featured New Listing!
24 Laurelwood Dr

Webster Lake Waterfront

Featured New Listing!
Webster Lake Waterfront - 86 Bates Point Rd 

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

Rare Lake Residential Building Opportunity! 1 of 
2 build-ready level, landscaped lots ~ each with 
1/3 ownership of a private, prime waterfront lot, 
swimmable & boatable, where you will enjoy a 
sun drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock ~ 
just baby steps away from your NEW home! You 
will have direct lake access, low off-Lake taxes, 
access to municipal water/sewer services and 
an established neighborhood. Build now or build 
later BUT enjoy Webster Lake IMMEDIATELY!
 Go To MLS # 73582966     $277,500.

Rare Lake Residential Building Opportu-
nity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped 
lots ~ each with 1/3 ownership of a pri-
vate, prime waterfront lot, swimmable 
& boatable, where you will enjoy a sun 
drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock 
~ just baby steps away from your NEW 
HOME! You will have direct lake access, 
low off-Lake taxes, access to municipal 
water/sewer services and an established 
neighborhood. Build now or build later 
BUT enjoy Webster Lake IMMEDIATELY!
 Go To MLS # 73582967 $247,500

Webster Lake ~
 60 Wakefield Ave ~ Corner Lot!

Webster Lake ~0 Wakefield Ave 

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Discover how a HECM can help you
enjoy a more secure reitrement!
Call Today for a FREE Consulation
Ruta Convent NMLS#484339
Reverse Mortgage Specialist
(508)641-1464

Corporate NMLS #1025894. CT Mortgage Lender License ML-1025894, FL Mortgage Lender Servicer 
License MLD1827. ME Supervised Lender License 1025894. MA Mortgage Broker and Lender License 
MC1025894. www.nlmsconsumeraccess.org 
# 4513957078 Expires 07/2029 Equal Husing Lender

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood
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WORCESTER —  The Quinsigamond 
Community College Foundation (QCCF) 
recently welcomed Joshua Duhamel, a 
QCC alum and public service professional, 
to its Board of Directors.

Duhamel brings extensive experience in 
municipal government, legislative affairs, 
strategic communications and community 
engagement. He currently serves as Chief 
of Staff for the Worcester City Council, 
where he directs operations, policy devel-
opment, constituent services and outreach 
efforts while serving as a liaison among city 
departments, elected officials and commu-
nity stakeholders. 

His appointment reflects the 
Foundation’s desire to bring a range of per-
spectives and experiences from the Greater 
Worcester community to its Board. As a 
Quinsigamond Community College alum 
and a leader in local government, Duhamel 
offers insight into the needs and opportuni-
ties of the region.

After transferring from QCC, Duhamel 
continued his education at Worcester State 
University, earning a bachelor’s degree in 
history and political science. His career has 
included service with the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives, where he served 
as an aide and later as director of constit-
uent services, helping advance legislative 
priorities, assist constituents, and secure 
state funding for communities across the 
region. Throughout his career, he has 
demonstrated a commitment to building 
partnerships and advancing initiatives that 
strengthen educational access, economic 
opportunity and civic engagement.

“QCC serves people at many differ-
ent starting points: students beginning 
college, adults returning to school and 

neighbors preparing for a new career,” 
said QCCF President Jorgo Gushi. “What 
makes the College so important to Central 
Massachusetts is what happens next. Its 
alumni carry their education into our 
workplaces, neighborhoods and civic life. 
Joshua’s path from QCC to public service 
in Worcester reflects that lasting impact, 
and I’m glad he is bringing his experience 
back to the Foundation Board.”

For Duhamel, joining the Foundation 
Board represents an opportunity to give 
back to the institution that helped launch his 
academic and professional journey.

“QCC provided an important foundation 
for my education and career,” said Duhamel. 
“I am honored to serve on the Foundation 
Board and support the College’s mission 
of creating opportunities for students from 
all backgrounds. As Worcester continues 
to grow and evolve, it is important that 
institutions like QCC remain accessible, 
responsive and connected to the communi-
ties they serve.”

The QCC Foundation Board of Directors 
provides leadership, advocacy and phil-
anthropic support to advance student suc-
cess and strengthen the College’s impact 
throughout the region. 

QCCF is an independent 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization that advances the 
mission of Quinsigamond Community 
College through philanthropy, community 
partnerships and strategic investment. The 
Foundation supports student scholarships, 
enhances life on campus, strengthens aca-
demic and workforce programs and helps 
create opportunities that empower students 
and faculty and enrich the QCC communi-
ty. Learn more at QCC.edu/foundation.

WEBSTER — Students, 
faculty, staff, and families 
of Saint Joseph School 
gathered in the schoolyard 
on Friday, Sept. 11, for the 

school’s annual Backpack 
Blessing.

Held near the end of 
the school day so parents 
could attend, the ceremony 

took place under a brilliant 
September sky. Students 
lined up with their class-
mates and placed their 
backpacks on the ground 

before them in preparation 
for the blessing.

Each backpack displayed 
a distinctive 2026 tag fea-
turing an orange, green, 
and yellow tie-dye design 
and a prayer asking God to 
protect the students, guide 
them throughout the school 
year, and help them demon-
strate kindness, understand-
ing, and respect. The prayer 
also reminded students to 
follow the Golden Rule 
by treating others as they 
would want to be treated.

The Backpack Blessing 
has become a cherished 

annual tradition at Saint 
Joseph School. Backpacks 
hold the pencils, crayons, 
notebooks, assignments, 
and other supplies students 
need each day. Through the 
blessing, they also become 
a reminder that students 
carry something even more 
important: the prayers and 
encouragement of their 
teachers, classmates, fam-
ilies, and faith community.

The ceremony reflects 
Saint Joseph School’s com-
mitment to educating the 
whole child by uniting aca-
demic learning with faith 

and character formation. As 
students begin another year 
of learning and growth, the 
blessing reminds them that 
God accompanies them 
throughout their education-
al journey and calls them 
to be sources of kindness, 
respect, and inspiration to 
others.

Saint Joseph School 
extends its best wish-
es to students, educators, 
and families throughout 
the community for a safe, 
successful, and rewarding 
school year.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

FALL IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

WHITCO 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

SCORE THE BEST  PRICES
                      IN THE AREA!

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!
FRIGIDAIRE 

DISHWASHER 
REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$899.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!
END-OF-SEASON

WE REPAIR BIKES!
GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES

    Visit Us First!!!

THOUSANDS OF

APPLIANCES!

END OF SEASON

TV SALE!
32” HDTV................  $99.99
40” HDTV................  $149.99
50” HDTV................  $199.99
  55” HDTV.............. $299.99
  65” HDTV.............. $299.99
  70” HDTV.............. $399.99
  75” HDTV.............. $599.99

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

Special Savings on...
EE  Bedrooms
EE  Living Rooms
EE  Recliners
EE  Occasional Pieces
EE  Entertainment Center
EE  Sealy Mattresses

We are in the process of selling out some of our 
current stock to make room for new 2026 models. Because

of this, we are offering savings throughout the store!

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!
see store for details

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-877
FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL / FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

M.T.W. & SAT. 9:30-6, TH. & FRI. 9:30-7, SUN. 11-5
www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders
will be take on these items. Floor Sample Clearance
items are sold on a first come first serve basis. 

Saint Joseph School celebrates 
annual Backpack Blessing

Courtesy

Some of Saint Joseph School’s youngest students duck and smile as Father Richard Polek, head-
master of the school and pastor of Saint Joseph Basilica, sprinkles their backpacks with holy water 
during the school’s annual Backpack Blessing.  

QCC Foundation welcomes 
Alum Joshua Duhamel to 

Board of Directors


