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Spiewak returned to Charlton Select Board — Council

"TOWN CLERK TO BECOME APPOINTED POSITION

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The
Town of Charlton held
its annual town election
on May 3, deciding com-
petitive races for select-
man, board of health, and
school committee while
voting overwhelmingly to
change the town clerk to
an appointed position.

The race for selectman
was the most watched
contest with a guaranteed
new addition to the town’s
highest elected board after |
Bill Borowski announced |
his retirement from town
office with the conclusion
of his term. The election
saw newcomer Michael
Joseph Kavorkian and
former selectman Karen
Spiewak seeking the one
open seat, with Spiewak
claiming victory rejoin-
ing the board after last
serving from 2018 through
2021. Spiewak’s previous

election bid in 2024 saw

Karen Spiewak
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her lose by only a single vote
and she claimed her latest vic-
tory by only a slightly more
comfortable margin of 528 to
515.

The other two contest-
ed races were for Board of
Health and School Commit-
tee which selected a familiar
and new face respectively.
The Board of Health saw in-
cumbent Jonathan Sanborn
elected for another term over
challenger Lori Fontaine in a
vote of 501 to 404. For the Dud-
ley Charlton Regional School
Committee challenger Antho-
ny Aube claimed victory over
incumbent Nicole Enberg in
a 519 to 472 decision to earn
a one-year term. Incumbent
Kelly Szela also earned an-
other three-year term on the
school committee in an unop-
posed re-election bid.

The rest of the races on the
ballot were all uncontested.
Nancy Landry was re-elected
as town assessor, Kristen Rus-
sell-May earned another term

Turn To SPEIWAK page A14

Capital spending sparks debate at
Sturbridge Town Meeting

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — Besides
a contentious hour debating
Article 8’s trail bridge project
(see the other story elsewhere
in this week’s edition), this
year’s Town Meeting saw very
little debate.

The vast majority of its
items passed without any at
all, including the $44.2 mil-

lion budget, which prompted
just one question (a woman
asking what the town’s reve-
nue is). Town Administrator
Robin Grimm said that’s not
something Town Meeting
votes on, but they’d include
that for future warrants. Fi-
nance Chair Kevin Smith add-
ed that the “amount of money
we’re spending is absolutely

equal to the amount we’re get-
ting in.”

He noted, however, the fu-
ture might be an issue, say-
ing, “Our five-year projection
shows our revenue being well
under our projected expens-
es.”

The only other item that ac-
tually sparked debate was the
$1 million capital plan. There,

Jeff Burdick objected to ris-
ing property taxes in recent
years. He said households had
seen 10-35 percent hikes in
2025, with single-family home
values rising 46 percent in the
last four years. That’s given
Sturbridge the fifth highest
taxes in Worcester County,

Turn To DEBATE page A14

Charlton Lions really clean up

730

law, that’s not what you want to see on
the roadside. The next common items are
plastic soda tumblers, lids and straws.
All manner of other items from diapers
to chair cushions, old tires, vape car-
tridges, paper towels, clothing, shoes, etc.
are tossed out of cars and left for some-
one else to pick up and dispose of. Thank
goodness for volunteers like the Lions
who do this — otherwise more of our tax
dollars would be (and are) spent to clean

Pictured: Robin and Jim Stoddard, Shelley Yeager-Doucette, Dana Gould, Rhonda Tetrault,
Gerry Wolfe and Kathy Gallant. (Behind the camera: Cynthia Young)

CHARLTON —You could say the
Chalrton Lions Club, like Lions Clubs
International, is working on its envi-
ronmental “merit badge.” For the recent
Earth Day weekend, they took part in
two of Charlton’s Earth Day activities —
the festival on Saturday, April 26, and the
roadside clean-up, which the Club car-
ried out on Sunday, the 27th.

The Festival, which was driven in-
doors due to heavy rain, was held in Dex-
ter Hall at Charlton Public Library in-
stead of on the town common as planned.
The Charlton Lions’ table focused on
trees. There was information about how
trees improve our environment and our
lives, free Earth Day bookmarks, and ac-
tivity pages for children about trees, with
a maze, word search and picture to color.
Because the Club meets at The Overlook,
the table also offered a hand-out from
The Overlook Tree Advisory Committee,

Courtesy

which endeavors to promote and pro-
tect trees on The Overlook senior liv-
ing campus and in the surrounding
Charlton community.

On Sunday, eight Lions spent a
few hours picking up enough trash
along Bond Road to fill the back of
a pickup truck. A few others picked
up a bag’s worth on route 31 between
The Overlook and Trolley Crossing
Road. The next day, incoming Club
President Dana Gould spent more
time single-handedly filling three
trash bags with litter found on Ma-
sonic Home Road between The Over-
look and North Main Street.

The most common items picked
up on both days were cigarette butts,
“nip” bottles — the small, capped
plastic bottles that liquor samples
come in - and beer cans. Given that
drinking and driving is against the

(508) 892-4378

up other people’s messes.
The Charlton Lions are businesspeo-
ple, homemakers, professionals, retirees

Turn To LIONS page A14

approves
fire station
CONSTTUCtion

bid
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — After
many years of delays and rever-
sals, Southbridge will finally
get a new fire station. On April
28, the Council unanimously
accepted a $20 million construc-
tion bid from PDS Engineering
& Construction Inc.

A few years ago, voters ap-
proved a debt exclusion for
$25.7 million, but a previous
round of bidding came in about
$4 million over that.

This time, Deputy Chief Joe
Hulyk said he was “proud to
stand here with a much better
scenario.” Even with the fact
the town has already spent a lit-
tle over $5 million on the project
(mostly on land acquisition), he
said “we have enough funds to
secure that construction con-
tract.”

Of course, that $20 million
total does not account for some
things. One is the “soft costs” in-
cluding furniture, equipment,
architecture and management.
Some of those are in the $5 mil-
lion already spent, some are be-
ing covered by a $913,000 USDA
grant and some of the land
costs are being reimbursed by
a $1 million congressional ear-
mark at the end of the project.
There’s also $1 million from
Free Cash being applied to con-
tingency that may or may not
be needed.

But the largest unincluded
cost is the interest over the 20
years it will be paid back. That
will be calculated when the
town actually goes out to bond
the project long -term after its
complete; Town Manager Jack
Jovan noted the plan is to in-
clude this work in a bond with
various road projects.

Councilor George Chenier, a
retired firefighter, said he looks
forward to “walk(ing) into that
building to compare what I had
when I worked there to what the
future guys are going to have.
It’s not loaded with bells and

Turn To COUNCIL page A14

RESIDENTIAL OIL TANK

INSTALLATION | REPLACEMENT | REMOVAL

Burnt dinner?
Order pizza.
Leaking oil tank?
Call Bond-Tite.
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Arbor Day tree seedling giveaway at
Southbridge elementary schools

SOUTHBRIDGE — For the celebra-
tion of Arbor Day, the Southbridge Ur-
ban and Community Urban Forestry
Advisory Board distributed tree seed-
lings to all the first through fifth grade
students at the Southbridge Public El-
ementary Schools.

The seedlings consisted of five va-
rieties of ornamental trees perfectly
suited for Southbridge: Eastern Red-
bud, River Birch, Paperbark Maple,
Carolina Silverbell, and Tupelo.

Members of the Urban and Commu-
nity Forestry Advisory Board along
with Ryan Aho of the Bartlett Tree
Experts company visited West Street
School on Monday, April 28, and East-

ford Road School and Charlton Street
School on April 30. The board mem-
bers visited each class for a brief pre-
sentation of the benefits of trees, how
trees grow and how to plant the seed-
lings given to the students. Students
were encouraged

to ask questions.
The South-
bridge Urban
and Community
Forestry Board
members who

participated in
the Seedling give
away were Bianca
Andrianopoulos,

Steve Brady, and John Moore.

The board thanks the Southbridge
School District for giving us the op-
portunity to visit the schools. We also
would like to thank former South-
bridge Urban Forester Bianca Andri-

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

\\ <
——V
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

CLUES ACROSS

1. Herring-like fish 33. Husks of corn

5. Perform on stage 38. Green vegetable

8. Soda 41. Showing guilt

11. Small growth 43. Soldier

13. In support of 45. Photographers

14. Step taken when walking 48. Language spoken in Nigeria
15. Hollyhocks 49, Mimic

16. Returned material 50. Expressed pleasure

authorization (abbr.) 55. Ancient Greek sophist

17. Feel pain 56. Beverage container

18. San Diego ballplayer 57. Night monkey genus
20. Inches per minute (abbr.) 59. Lace bugs

21. Fat from a pig’s abdomen 60. Hogshead (abbr.)

22, Create again 61. Frameworks

25. Honors once more 62. Keyboard key

30. Thin coating of gold 63. Greek goddess of the dawn
31. Welsh river 64. Influential Korean

32. Japanese novelist Mizumura independence figure

CLUES DOWN
1. A place to unwind 29. French seaport
2. Helped (archaic) 34. Thai river
3. Razorbill genus 35. Rocker’s accessory
4. Bleached 36. Extra charge
5. Continent 37. Influential American president
6. Fruit preserved in syrup 39. Pain in the head
7. Impediment to one’s freedom  40. Great Plains people
8. Nocturnal rodents 41. Consumed
9. Earthy pigment 42. Soluble ribonucleic acid
10. Relieved oneself 44. Improves
12. Golf score 45. Secret clique
14. Tech hub __ Alto 46. Behind the stern of a ship
19. Sportscaster Andrews 47. Dough made from corn flour
23. Records electric currents 48. Fallow deer
24. Popular Hitchcock film 51. Swiss river
25. Revolutions per minute 52. Grayish white
26. NY Giants legend 53. Engrave
27. Sports radio host Patrick 54. College’s Blue Devils
28. When you hope to get 58. Midway between south and

somewhere southeast

PUZZLE SOLUTION

ourtesy
Southbridge Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Board members

Steve Brady, Bianca Andrianopoulos, and John Moore at West Street
Elementary School.

Wings ch Song
presents “Here is
My Home” concert

May 17 & 18

STURBRIDGE — Wings of Song, a community cho-
rus drawing its 50 singers from southern Massachusetts
and northeastern Connecticut, with Music Director Nym
Cooke, offers two free concerts next month.

On Saturday, May 17 at 7:30 p.m., the chorus will per-
form in St. Joachim Chapel, part of St. Anne - St. Patrick
Parish, 16 Church Street, Fiskdale (Sturbridge). The next
afternoon at 3 p.m., the singers present their program at
Elm Street Congregational Church, 61 Elm St. in South-
bridge. Both concerts are free to the public, with a free-
will offering collected at intermission. Both venues are
handicapped accessible.

This Spring’s concerts are titled “Here Is My Home,”
and offer a bouquet of musical offerings that explore
the many varied meanings and feelings of home. From
the rich trove of Black spirituals, to 19th century “shape
note” tunes, to more classical popular songs from Paul Si-
mon, John Denver and others. Audience singalongs and
a moving tribute to the valiant people of Ukraine, whose
homeland has been under brutal assault for over three
years are among the repertoire.

Guest conductor Edward Bradley will lead the chorus
in three pieces: his own arrangement of “Misty Moun-
tains” from the popular movie “The Hobbit,” his original
“Open the Doors / Welcome Home!” and “A Ukrainian
Prayer,” by John Rutter.

In reference to another kind of assault on a people’s
home—the destruction and removal of four towns and
numerous villages in central Massachusetts’s Swift Riv-
er Valley to create the Quabbin Reservoir will be two of
the concert’s pieces. The variety continues with the Scot-
tish “Mingulay Boat Song”, the South African freedom
song “Singabahambayo,” Albert E. Brumley’s stirring
gospel march-song “T’'ll Fly Away’” and one of the great
home-coming stories of the Bible, “Prodigal’s Return.” A
memorable event, so arrive early to be sure of seats.
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anopoulos for organizing the event.
And lastly a special thanks to Ryan
Aho of the Bartlett Tree Expert Com-
pany for providing the 800 seedlings
presented to the students.

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUuTHBRIDGE TowN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays

........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays.. reeerereees 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday.....cccooeveevveeiiririereceeeeeenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoOLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 243-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church
256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.

« Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
www.charltonfedchurch.org

« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.

o Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org

Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com

Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am

« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.

» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
« Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com

* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

* Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

+ Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566

Phone 508-347-7297

Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org

Services - Sunday 9:00 am

Pastor Dan Purtell

« Holland Congregation Church

“Where the Bible is preached.”

11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org

Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org

Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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Budget to take center stage at Charlton lown Meeting

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Charl-
ton’s annual town meet-
ing is fast approaching,
with several items of in-
terest set to be discussed
on the May 19 warrant,
including the purchase
of a new fire engine and
bylaw changes, but the
new town budget will
take center stage as the
focus for many.

The proposed spend-
ing plan for Fiscal

Year 2026 comes in at
$44,039,388, an increase

QCC’s Phi

WORCESTER — At
this year’s PTK Catalyst
2025 convention, QCC’s
Alpha Zeta Theta Chap-
ter of Phi Theta Kappa
(PTK) Honor Society re-
ceived multiple awards
in recognition of the or-
ganization’s dedication,
research and communi-

ty service.
QCC’s PTK chapter
received the nation-

wide First Place in Hon-
ors in Action Research
Project - Distinguished
Theme Award for their

CHARLTON

$750,000, 17 Gale Rd, Hurley, Anne M,
and Darling, Mark C, to Darling, Todd,

and Darling, Pamela.

$442,400, 17 Bay Path Rd, Darling,
Todd R, and Darling, Pamela A, to Cari-
to, Lauren M, and Carito, Steven M.

HOLLAND

of 6.3 percent over the
current year. This rep-
resents increases in ev-
ery major category and
includes $22.8 million for
education and $3.8 mil-
lion for the general gov-
ernment expenditures.
Aside from debt service,
education was the big-
gest jump which Town
Administrator Andrew
Golas said has been a
constant in recent years.

“Educational spend-
ing continues to be the
most impactful spend-
ing increase for the up-
coming fiscal year. Total

project titled “Threads of
Dignity,” which analyzed
systemic factors contrib-
uting to the unhoused
population in Worcester,
Massachusetts.

“We have a very
strong officer team that
worked really hard,”
said Program Coordina-
tor of PTK Lizette Reid,
who traveled with the
team to Kansas City for
the convention.

The group was also
named a Distinguished
Chapter, placing it in

REAL ESTATE

educational  spending
increased by $1,742,485
between both the Dud-
ley Charlton Regional
School District and Bay
Path Assessments (8.27
percent). This accounts
for 66.7 percent of allnew
proposed spending for
the upcoming fiscal year.
There are a few staffing
increases included in
the operational budget,
specifically targeted to
public safety. These in-
cluded the addition of a
sergeant position in the
police department, an
additional  dispatcher

the top 10 percent of
PTK chapters world-
wide. This designation is
awarded only to chapters
that submit outstanding
entries for both the Hon-
ors in Action Project and
College Project Awards.
Additionally, the chapter
was recognized as a Top
100 Chapter among near-
ly 1,300 PTK chapters
globally, a distinction
reserved for chapters
that have earned 5-star
status.

The chapter’s success

Christopher, to Brynes Inv Group LLC.

$505,000, Park St, Edma, Daryl, to
Lcr Ma Properties LLC.

$392,000, 104 Dresser St, Mccarthy,

Jordan, and White, Danielle, to Yildi-
rim, Hasan, and Yildirim, Derya.
$390,000, 153 Everett St, Dos Santos,

Renato E, to Lebron, Nelvin P,
$325,000, 35 Ellis Rd, Arsenault, Don-
ald R, to Zenon, Valerie.

$459,000, 5 Inlet Dr, James M Vot-

zakis RET, and Votzakis, James M, to

Kali Holdings LLC.

$397,500, 33 Brimfield Rd, Dreambig-
homes LLC, to Lefevre, Elizabeth, and

Lefevre, Jay.

SOUTHBRIDGE

$1,250,000, 140 Hamilton St, Daggett,

STURBRIDGE

$650,000, 25 Woodside Cir, Cham-
pagne, Hayden, and Champagne, Em-

ily, to Nguyen, Huyen T, and Nguyen,

Nhat-Anh B.

$460,000, 107 Cedar St, Baldracchi,
Scott P, to Peter F Stansky T-2023, and

Christopher, to Brynes Inv Group LLC.
$1,250,000, 148 Hamilton St, Daggett,

Stansky, Peter F.

[—
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WASTE SERVICE
Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

Spring
Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 « Leicester, MA

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

Houses

Fully Insured

=

and EMS officer position
for the fire department,”
said Golas.

The Town Adminis-
trator added that one of
the biggest struggles of
the new budget was in-
creases to health insur-
ance costs. Charlton is
looking at a 19 percent
increase in that line item
over the current fiscal
year. He did confirm that
federal cuts have not had
a direct impact on bud-
get projections although
they are watching how
those cuts might impact
state appropriations.

extended to the regional
level as well, where they
were named the Most
Distinguished Chapter
in New England. They
also won Second Place in
the 2024 College
Project for the
Alpha Zeta The-
ta Community
Closet initiative,
which collected
clothing and hy-
giene  products
for unhoused in-
dividuals.
“Winning
five awards this
year, including

While the spending
plan does impose an
increase, Golas said
growth in the town’s in-
dustrial base has shifted
more of the tax burden
away from residential.
Overall residential tax-
payers now pay 71.4 per-
cent in the current fiscal
year, as opposed to 77.9
percent in 2023 and Go-
las expects that decrease
to continue into the new
year.

Full documents in-
cluding budget break-
downs have been made
available on the Town of

Goncalves. “This expe-
rience taught me that
strong leadership isn’t
about being the loudest
voice; it’s about listening
deeply, uplifting others,

Charlton Web site.

Aside from the bud-
get, the annual town
meeting will also ad-
dress several housekeep-
ing items, the results of
the May 3 town election,
the proposed borrowing
of $1.1 million for a new
fire engine, and close out
with nine different zon-
ing bylaw articles. The
annual town meeting
will take place at Charl-
ton Middle School start-
ing at 7 p.m. on May 19.

Theta Kappa Honor Soc1ety shines at international convention

and leading with authen-
ticity. That’s the kind of
leader I've become, and
the kind I will continue
striving to be.”

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry  Pottery «Toys
o Games « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins » Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives e Hunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept « Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

the Most Distin-
guished Chapter
in New England,
was an incredi-
ble affirmation
of the commit-
ment, resilience
and heart that
drove everything
we accomplished
as a team,” said
2024/2025  PTK
President Talissa

sCapstone

Plannm Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcomE

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Doors

Affordable™
Windows &

COMPANY, INC.

d

HOURS: MON. - FRI. 8-4:30 ¢ SAT. 9-1

1152 Main Street * Route 9
Leicester, MA * 508-892-9292
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*Promotion Price
Valid when you bring this ad.
Ends May 24th, 2025

MARVIN

We Deliver
Throughout
New England

) 38 |

Elevate Slider
Price Includes:

Ultrex Threshold

Clad Maintenance
Free Exterior

Handle Set
Low E Argon Gas
60x80 » 72x80

W
ELEEMTIM‘ X
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BARGAIN BAY

SELECTION

LARGE STOCK Online Bargain Bay

Visit our

affordablewindows.com ’

( )We Made The Choice So Simple ( Vit Qur Huge Showroon

)Best Price! Best SeIect:on’ Best Service!
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Trinity Catholic Academy
hosts Soc1al Studies Fair

SOUTHBRIDGE
| — Trinity Catholic Acad-
emy hosted its bi-annu-
al Social Studies Fair
on April 30. Students
| in grades 1 & 2 and 58
\| wowed the school commu-
nity with their individual
projects. A special thank
you to Mrs. Ladd, Junior
High Social Studies teach-
er, for organizing the
event and to all the judg-
es who volunteered their
time. We were especially
honored to welcome State
Senator Ryan Fattman.
Our students never fail to
impress us with their ded-
ication and commitment
to their education.

Grade 5: 1stplace-Ted
Frazier, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt

| 2nd place-Ka-
leigh Haglund, John FE
Kennedy

3rd place-
Alerix Gonzalez, Abra-
ham Lincoln

Grade 6: 1st place-Eve-
lyn Howard-Donlin, New
Zealand

2nd place-Syd-

ney Fitzgibbons, Kenya
3rd place-Mi-

chael Poulin, Cambodia

Grade 7: 1st place-Alex-
io Yacavace, Assassina-
tion of Abraham Lincoln

2nd place-So-
phia Gauthier, Vampires
of New England in 1788

3rd place-Ab-
igail Frazier, Salem Witch
Trials

Grade 8: 1st place-Lid-
ia Yanez Velasquez, The
Great Depression

2nd place-Lu-
cas Cournoyer, A Twist of
Fate: The Rubiks Cube

3rd place-Lo-
gan Petinelli, Apollo 11

For
Advertising
Information

Call

174-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

John Schlichte

Charlton Heritage
Preservation Trust
hosting nature
photography
program

CHARLTON — You are invited to attend “Zoom
in Your Focus on Nature,” an overview of nature
photography and videography, covering landscapes
to birds and animals. It will be presented in Dexter
Hall of the Charlton Public Library on May 21 at 7
p.m. This is a free, one hour event that is designed to
entertain and educate anyone; from those who prefer
cell phone cameras to diehards who keep up with the
latest mirrorless technology. The goal of the event is
to help show how time in nature with a camera can
change and enhance your focus in the woods.

The Charlton Heritage Preservation Trust (CHPT)
is pleased to feature John Schlichte, who is a profes-
sional nature photographer based in Central Massa-
chusetts. Photography became Schlichte’s vocation
after retiring from teaching special education in the
Worcester Public School System. John’s love of na-
ture came early with the encouragement of family
members.

According to Schlichte, “Growing up in Quincy,
my aunt would point out things that most people
would overlook, while adding how lucky I was to live
in an area that supported plant and animal diversity.”

Those early experiences expanded as he, “spent
time paddling canoes on the Charles River with his
dad.” Photography and videography are John’s pre-
ferred ways to stay connected to nature and he freely
admits to being somewhat obsessed with turtles, owls
and oddly pigmented birds and animals. He is often
called on to give presentations, including at Mass
Audubon.

The program will feature some of John’s favorite
photographs and the stories behind them, as well as
tips and tricks for composition and camera settings.
The technology might change but the strategies for
taking advantage of perspective, light and shad-
ows carries over whether you have a pocket camera
(phone, Go-Pro, Point and Shoot) or a DSLR/Mirror-
less camera. Basic post processing techniques like
cropping and adjusting contrast and exposure will be
touched on.

William Blasius, president of the CHPT Board of
Trustees had the opportunity to spend
some time with John photographing
nature in John’s home town.

“John’s character comes through in
his Instagram and YouTube posts. In
person, it is obvious that he wants to
share his knowledge, inspiration, and
sense of humor with all,” says Blasius.

Charlton Heritage Preservation
Trust is a 501(c) 3 non-profit land
trust which owns 19 conservation prop-
erties in town, totaling over 200 acres of
natural land open to the public. CHPT
works with landowners, developers,

--n‘

and the town to balance healthy eco-

nomic growth with conservation of

r"Quallty counts
when no one
is looking."
Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

DAVE’S
APPLIANCE Inc.

»
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3 GENERATIONS

Whlrlpool

JON’S LAWNS
Services:
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SHRUB TRIMMING
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ot \Q_/
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Sales & www.davesapp.com *=| | KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Service | 42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA Fully Insured  Owner/Operator
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 © Fri 9-5 ¢ Sat 10-3 J

important natural resources and his-
torically significant places. They rely
on donations of land and funds to make
new conservation projects possible.
CHPT depends on the volunteer help of
their members and friends to preserve
their conservation areas for the public
benefit.

You can find out more about the
work of Charlton Heritage Preserva-
tion Trust including information about
all of their properties and the May 21
nature photography program at the
Charlton Public Library on their Web
site at https://www.charlton-trust.org/
index.htm or our Facebook page.

N Ly
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Cornerstone Bank partnering with Greenlight Financial
‘Technology to help parents raise money—wise children

WORCESTER — Cor-
nerstone Bank, acommu-
nity bank with locations
throughout Central Mas-
sachusetts, is joining
forces with Greenlight®
Financial Technology,
Inc.,to help the next
generation build healthy

financial futures. Cus-
tomers will have free*
access to Greenlight’s
award-winning family
finance app that teaches
children how to earn,
save, give and spend
wisely—all with paren-
tal supervision.

“We’re thrilled to be a
part of this effort to arm
families with knowl-
edge that will ensure
a healthy financial fu-
ture for their kids,” said
Cornerstone CEO Todd
Tallman. “Greenlight
has come up with a very

FRESHMEN NAMED TO BAY

PATH HONOR ROLL

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical School congratulates
the following grade 9 students honor roll for the third quarter of the 2024-2025

school year.

High Honors

Madeline Candice Adugyamfi, Arlind Aliu, Matheus Holanda Antonelli, Isa-
bella Elizabeth Barrell, Caterina Beverlianna Boon, Morgan Lynn Brooks, Brian
Bui, Claire Elizabeth Calnan, Keegan Jack Champlin, Sydney Fustina Chisholm,
Alyssa Marie Cuevas, Esmee Elizabeth Cyr, Norah Abigail Dean, Ayla Rose Dris-
co, Fable Dufresne, Christopher Jeremy Feliciano, Madelyn Helena Frost, Alivia
Rose Gauvin, Vanessa Diane Gordon, Yadiel Enrique Hernandez Navarro, Fati-
ma Edilene Herrera, Jordyn Kate Labrecque, Brianna Ashleigh Laforest, An-
drew Arthur Lashua, Isabella Grace Leatham-Wright, Emily Ann Macko, Ginelly
Shantel Molina, Shea Alfred Mulligan, Saverio James Palaia, Julian Thomas Pa-
pierski, Jacob Louis Pecore, Alexia Grace Rondeau, Esmerelda Roasrio Tirado,
Jayden Jose Santos, Briana Jingchen Shi, Paul Joseph Skarzenski, Tatiana Ma-
ria Smolynsky, Victor Manuel Soblinski, Victoria Marie Sullivan, Ella Violette
Wall, Sydney Alexandra Winer, Spencer Thomas Wisniewski

Honors

Davian Alexander Alicea Aponte, Chase Michael Anthony, Nyahlise Lillian
Aviles, Yaniel Aviles, Gianna Rae Bedard, Elizabeth Susan Bennington, Julia
Rose Bukowski, Sydney Rae Cavan, Julie Elizabeth Chenier, Cassidy Lynn Chick-
ering, Sadie Ann Cleary, Ayva Marie Coffey, Noah James Cole, Bryan Colon Ser-
rano, Brody James Coughlin, Jackson Murray Coughlin, Addyson Kaeleigh Cou-
tu, Blake Nicholas Curboy, Holly Marie Dailey, Tavish McKinely Davis, Warren
James Day, Allan Carreiro De Belli, Arielle Grace Deauesault, Elaina Nichole De-
fazio, Oliver Gage DeLorge, Aaron Justin Desautels, Symeon Downie, Alice Ma-
rie Dufault, Rylie Anne Dwyer, Dominik John Dziubasik, Emanuel Jesus Felicia-
no Rodriguez, Madyson Riley Fitzgerald, Kylee Marie Fournier, Anthony Joseph
Fredette, Melody Starr Fuentes, Autumn Rae Gatto, Matthew Donald Graves,
Evelyn Ann Gray, Ryan James Grupposo, Marcus Roy Hamilton, Addison Katie
Harrington, Eva Rose Harvey, Shaylan Rose Hesselton, Chloe Rose Hosley, Emma
Mae Jalbert, Veronica Mae Jensrud, Colin Henry Joyce, Jannie Mahoney Kab-
ba, Brooke Marie Kasprzak, Cadence Gillian Kilderry, Alana Dianne Kowalews-
ki, Olivia Corinne LaMountain, Wesley Patrick Lawless, Kaitlin Angela Lulu,
Amelia Layne Magorian, Julia Danielle Marini, Aydan Michael Marsh, Sherlyn
Mazariegos Hernandez, Isabella Adeline Monahan, Logan James Mondino, Car-
ly Jane Moody, Marieliz Magdalena Morel, Raider Keith Newton, Adalynn Jane
Nietsche, Nathaniel Leif Noyes, Teagan Patrice O’Halloran, Landen Spencer
Olszta, Giavanna Bella Orsi, Gabriella Olivia Pace, Emma Elizabeth Panczyk,
Matilda Cecile Paradis, Mason D. Michael Parker, Micheal Thomas Payson, AJ
Jesse Perron, Kurtwood Russell Pettiford, Joseph Lewis Pretty, Timothy Ray-
mond Pupka, Tianyu Qi, Ava Sophai Reed, Blake Leonard Richard, Christopher
Jeffrey Richardson, Bo Carl Riley, Shaye Patricia Riley, Emilyanis Joan Rodri-
guez, Ethan Vance Rodriguez, Ava Victoria Rondeau, Keomar Arnaldo Rosario
Sanchez, Isabella Roszkowski, Aiden Lee Rubito, Rianna Gathoni Ruo, Kayla
Elizabeth Shepard, McKaelyn Carvalho Shine, Thomas Francis Shivick, Alejan-
dro Javier Sierra Varas, Nelson Tobias Sorto, Heather Holiday Starr, Owen Miles
Stewart, Angela Sofia Suarez Pineros, Olivia Ruth Torres, Haidynn Anne Tuttle,
Shafick Yamal Vasquez-Grande, Gina Grace Vautour, Castiel Lee Vazquez, Colin
Anthony Vega, Logan James Verity, Sadie Mckenna Villegas, Noah Hoel Water-
house, Robert Charles Welch, Colby Deary Wells, Madison Elizabeth Wells

Principal’s List

Shaila Irma Agudo, Sophie Catherine Anderson, Zachary Barry Barsalou,
Lily Jean Brown, Abel Pax Burdick, Derek Alexander Campos, Andrew Mason
Carter, Cristian Michael Choquet, Raymond Joseph Clouthier, Zion Colon Maldo-
nado, Mason William Costa, John Michel Rousseau Daniel, Nadya Anita Delgado,
Ryder James Diggins, Nicolas James DiGioia, Brian Thomas Finnegan, Adrie
James Ford, Nikolas William Foustoukos, Jayden Robert Afolabi Giwa-Bello, Ca-
leb James Goyette, Aiden Peter Hammond, Victoria Rose Kaiser, Caleb John Ko-
zlowski, Lindsay Kanha Labonte, Ayden Stacey Laird, Valentina Medeiros Lima,
Martha Mumbi Ngigi, Benjamin Michael O’Brien, Hayley Ann Paradis, Jocelyn
Rose Peck, Parker Jonathan Piehl, Jackson Bruce Reed, Brady Leonard Reilly,
Nicholas Donald Richard, Camden David Rockwood, Jacob James Rovezzi, Lil-
iana Morgan Rubito, Grace Autumn Shoblom, Aaron B. Sivilay, Jaelyn Doherty
Thomas, Levi A. Verderber, Sione Flynn Villegas, Thomas Earl Welch, Benjamin

Richard Wolanski, Chloe Olivia Young

I| /) l& /d
Famiy Dining & Girt Guide
Too Busy o Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikagla at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.
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creative and fun way to
instill good habits with
money early in life.”

Greenlight offers a
debit card and app that
allows parents to send
money instantly, auto-
mate allowance pay-
ments, manage chores,
set flexible spending
controls, get real-time
notifications of all trans-
actions and more. Kids
get hands-on money
management experi-
ence along with access to
Greenlight Level Up™,
an in-app financial liter-
acy game with a best-in-
class curriculum, edu-
cational challenges and
rewards.

A recent survey of
families commissioned
by Greenlight shows a
critical need for accessi-
ble and effective finan-
cial education. Only 35
states require a personal
finance course for stu-
dents, and teens nation-
wide scored an average
of 64 percent on the Na-
tional Financial Litera-

Performin

of Northeast Connecticut Fund

cy Test.

Here are some of the
survey’s findings:

91 percent of kids and
teens say they need fi-
nancial knowledge and
skills to reach their goals

94 percent of parents
agree

Parents rank person-
al finance as the #1 most
difficult life skill to teach
their children

81 percent of parents
say they need more fi-
nancial education re-
sources

Cornerstone custom-
ers can find a link to a
free* Greenlight sub-
scription on the bank’s
website, adding their
Cornerstone account as
a funding source.

Disclaimers: Green-
light is a financial tech-
nology company, not a
bank. The Greenlight
app facilitates banking
services through Com-
munity Federal Savings
Bank (CFSB), Member
FDIC. The Greenlight
card is issued by Com-

munity Federal Savings
Bank, member FDIC,
pursuant to license by
Mastercard Internation-
al.

*Cornerstone Bank
customers are eligible
for the Greenlight SE-
LECT plan at no cost
when they connect their
Cornerstone Bank ac-
count as the Greenlight
funding source for the
entirety of the promo-
tion. Subject to mini-
mum load requirements
and identity verifica-
tion. Upgrades will re-
sult in additional fees.
Upon termination of
promotion or removal of
Cornerstone Bank fund-
ing source, customers
will be responsible for
associated monthly fees.
See terms for details. Of-
fer ends March 10, 2028.
Offer subject to change
or renewal.

Card images shown
are illustrative and may
vary from the card you
receive.

A MEW 60-MIMUTE ToURING MUSICAL
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Health screenings
are an investment
in your future self

It’s easy to put off routine health check-ups.
Life gets busy. We feel fine. We assume we’re
too young to worry. But catching a problem
early, when it’s most treatable can make all the
difference. Preventive health screenings aren’t
about fearing the worst; they're about giving
ourselves the best shot at living well. From
your 20s through your 60s and beyond, here’s
a decade-by-decade breakdown of essential
screenings that everyone should prioritize.

In your 20s, the focus is on building a health
baseline. This is when your long-term hab-
its start taking shape. Even if you feel great,
it’s important to get your blood pressure and
cholesterol checked. These simple screenings
can reveal early signs of heart disease risks. If
you're sexually active, regular STI screenings
and, for women, a Pap smear starting at 21 are
critical. A mental health check-in should be
part of the routine too, especially in a decade
filled with transitions. It’s also smart to begin
annual skin checks, particularly if you’ve had
alot of sun exposure.

By your 30s, it’s time to pay closer attention
to subtle shifts in your health. Continue mon-
itoring your blood pressure, cholesterol, and
STI status. Add in screenings for diabetes risk
especially if you have a family history or car-
ry extra weight. If you're trying to conceive or
just want to know where things stand, a fertil-
ity check can offer insight. Watch for signs of
thyroid issues like fatigue or weight changes,
and keep up with dental and eye exams every
year or two.

Your 40s are when chronic conditions often
start creeping in, sometimes without symp-
toms. This is the decade to stay vigilant. Wom-
en should begin mammograms at 40 or earlier
if there’s a family history of breast cancer.
Everyone should consider a baseline colonos-
copy by age 45. Diabetes, cholesterol, and heart
screenings are more important than ever, and
it’s a good idea to test for glaucoma during your
eye exam. This is also a smart time to check in
on your mental health, as burnout and midlife
stress can take a toll.

By your 50s, screenings shift from preven-
tive to potentially lifesaving. Colonoscopies
should continue every 10 years or as your
doctor advises. Women should consider bone
density tests, and men should discuss pros-
tate screenings with their doctor. Hearing
loss becomes more common, so a hearing test
is worth scheduling. This is also the age for a
shingles vaccine, and if you’ve had ongoing
risk factors, a cardiac stress test might be wise.

In your 60s, staying ahead of health issues
becomes even more important. Annual flu and
pneumonia vaccines are recommended, and
if you’ve ever smoked or been around second-
hand smoke regularly, you may qualify for a
lung cancer screening. Continue yearly vision
and hearing checks, and consider cognitive
screenings if memory issues arise. Osteoporo-
sis becomes more common in both women and
men, and regular skin checks should continue
to catch early signs of skin cancer.

No matter your age, health screenings are
a way to invest in your future self. They help
you catch issues early, manage risks, and stay
in control of your well-being. Ask questions,
track your numbers, and make time for the
care you deserve. After all, staying healthy
isn’t something that just happens it’s some-
thing we have to work for. When was your last
check-up?

OPINION

Creative churching

“Because we
loved you so much,
we were delighted
to share with you
not only the gos-
pel of God but our
lives as well.”

— 1 Thessalo-
nians 2:8

BeyonD
THE PEWS

Throughout
Christianity, Juda-
ism and other faith

BY
DR. RB MCFEE

traditions, sacred
worshipful moments
occur whenever and
wherever we congre-
gate mindful of our

We tend to think
about church as a Sab-
bath experience. In and
of itself, that’s not a bad
thing if you are availing
yourself of this time of
worship, contemplation,
fellowship, and spiritual
renewal.

But as the weather
warms up and we start
taking to the great out-
doors, I think about
the worship services
I've experienced on the
beach, in chapels of the
woods, in amphitheaters
at state parks, at outdoor
cafes, and well you get
the idea — what I think
of as “Creative Church-
ing©!”

In Judaism, even the
dining room can be, and
are places of worship.

Consider the weekly
observance of Shabbat
— the Jewish Sabbath

down to Saturday sun-
down when many Jews
celebrate worldwide the
prayers, the lighting of
the candle, the breaking
of bread and sharing the
wine. By all accounts it
is considered one of the
holiest days in Judaism.

“The Sabbath is the
presence of God in the
world, open to the soul of
man.”

Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel

Rabbit Heschel was
correct. The sharing of
our faith in God, and
commitment to serve
as His ambassadors on
earth is something we
all can do on the Sab-
bath, whether it is Fri-
day, Saturday, or Sunday;,
at Shabbat, in temple,
church or other sacred
spaces.

God, and those who
are among us who
want to share a journey
of faith. Consider Meth-
odists held faith based
events outdoors in tents.

Sometimes the theme,
the setting can be cre-
ative as well. Consider...

When we get togeth-
er and prepare meals
for the homeless are we
worshipping? When we
help others at Habitat
for Humanity, are we
worshipping? When we
clear trash from hiking
trails are we worship-
ping?

Any place God’s
Goodness is shared with
others-even thrift shops
like those at Charlton
City UMC - focusing on
relationship with God as
we serve Him by serving
others, I would suggest
“yes” these are Creative

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

which is Friday sun-

Turn To BEYOND page A14

TO THE

EDITOR

Black history is American history - the
truth is vital for our humanity

To the Editor:

On March 27, the President of the
United States signed an Executive
Order titled “Restoring Truth and
Sanity to American History” with a
goal of targeting many important mu-
seums, libraries and specifically the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of
African American History and Cul-
ture (NMAAHC) for promoting an al-
leged “improper ideology.” This order
threatens not only the ability of insti-
tutions to engage with the honest and
truthful telling of Black history, but
also our shared ability as a nation to
understand Black history as a funda-
mental component of American his-
tory.

As Americans, we must stand to-

gether and collectively resist the era-
sure and silencing of the truth of our
country and the amazing stories of re-
silience and brilliance that has created
the country we love.

These museums in D.C., Boston and
across the country, have impacted my
life profoundly and helped me to better
understand America, myself and my
community and that’s why we must
work together to resist the calls for
defunding, altering exhibits and cen-
sorship. Let’s show our children that
fighting to uphold the truth is always
the right thing to do.

Sincerely,
Michelle Chalmers
Charlton

Historic vote looms for deteriorating
Brimfield Town Hall

To the Editor:

The town of Brimfield stands at a
pivotal moment as residents prepare to
vote on a crucial initiative to renovate
the historic town hall. Years of neglect
and deferred maintenance have left
the building in desperate need of re-
pair, impacting accessibility for elder-
ly and disabled residents, hindering
the efficiency of town services, and
threatening the structural integrity of
a cherished community landmark.

As Director of Historic Brimfield, I
have witnessed firsthand the pride our
town holds for its rich history and the
deep connections we share. That’s why
the current state of our town hall is so
concerning. It’s not just a building; it’s
a symbol of our community, and right
now, it’s a symbol in disrepair. We ur-
gently need to renovate and update vi-
tal systems and ensure proper access
for our elderly and disabled residents,
who are currently facing significant
barriers.

Past votes have turned a blind eye
to its decay, but this time, we cannot
afford inaction. This is our chance to
save a vital piece of Brimfield’s histo-
ry, to transform it into a space where
everyone, regardless of age or ability,
can access essential services with dig-
nity. It’s about providing our dedicated
town employees with safe and func-
tional workspaces. And ultimately,
it’s about preserving the pride we all

share in calling Brimfield home. It’s
time to choose progress, accessibility,
and a future worthy of our heritage.

The proposed renovations aim to
address critical issues such as leaky
roofs, outdated and failing vital sys-
tems (including HVAC and technolo-
gy), insufficient space, and significant
accessibility barriers that prevent
many residents from easily accessing
town services and participating in civ-
ic life.

The current state of our town hall
is demonstrably inadequate. Years of
deferred maintenance have created
significant challenges, and it’s our re-
sponsibility to ensure a functional and
welcoming space for all residents. This
isn’t just about fixing an old building;
it’s about investing in the very heart of
our community.

The upcoming vote presents an op-
portunity to rectify these longstanding
problems and create a revitalized town
hall that serves as a point of pride
and accessibility for all generations.
A “Yes” vote is a vote for progress, for
inclusivity, and for preserving Brim-
field’s heritage for the future.

Residents are urged to participate
in this historic vote and choose to in-
vest in Brimfield’s future.

Roseann Bergdoll

Director; Friends of

Historic Brimfield

Brimfield Historical Commission

Questions to ask your
financial advisor

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

You should always be able to ask
as many questions as you’d like when
working with your financial advisor.
So, before you have your annual review,
think carefully about what you’d like to
ask.

Here are a few suggestions:

Are my goals still realistic? When you
first began working with your financial
advisor, you may well have articulated
several financial goals. For example,
you might have said that you wanted to
pay for most of your children’s college
education, or that you'd like to retire at
age 55, or that you hope to travel inter-
nationally every year during retirement.
In fact, you could have many different
goals for which you're saving and in-
vesting. When you meet with your fi-
nancial advisor, you’ll certainly want to
ask whether you're still on track toward
meeting these goals. If you are, you can
continue with the financial strategies
you've been following; but if you aren’t,
you may need to adjust them. The same
is true if your goals have changed. You
and your financial advisor will want to
build a strategy to address any new or
different goals such as emergency cash
needs, having adequate insurance pro-
tection or estate planning.

Am I taking on too much — or too
little — risk? Put market declines in per-
spective. The financial markets always
fluctuate, and these movements will af-
fect the value of your investment port-
folio. Suppose you watch the markets
closely every day and track their im-
pact on your investments. You may find
yourself fretting over their value and
wondering whether you’re taking on too
much investment risk for your comfort
level. Conversely, if during an extended
period of market gains your own portfo-
lio appears to be lagging, you might feel
that you should be investing more ag-
gressively, which entails greater risk. In
any case, it’s important to consult with
your financial advisor to determine your
risk tolerance and use it as a guideline
for making investment choices.

How will changes in my life affect
my investment strategy? Your life is
not static. Over the years, you may ex-
perience any number of major events,
such as marriage, remarriage, loss of a
spouse, birth of children or grandchil-
dren, changing jobs or illness leading to
early retirement. When you meet with
your financial advisor, you will want to
discuss these types of changes, because
they can affect your long-term goals and
your investment decisions.

How are external forces affecting my
investment portfolio? Generally speak-
ing, you will want to create an invest-
ment strategy based on your goals, risk
tolerance and time horizon. And, as
mentioned, you may need to adjust your
strategy based on changes in your life.
But should you also make changes based
on outside forces, such as interest rate
movements, political events, inflation,
new tax legislation or news affecting in-
dustries in which you have invested sub-
stantially? Try not to make long-term
investment decisions based on short-
term news. Yet, talk with your financial
advisor to make sure your investment
portfolio and spending strategy are not
out of alignment with relevant external
factors.

By making these and other inquiries,
you can help yourself stay informed
about your overall investment picture
and what moves, if any, you should make
to keep advancing toward your goals. A
financial advisor is there to provide you
with valuable guidance — so take full ad-
vantage of it.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Aduvi-
sor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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Always room for tomatoes

GARDEN
MOMENTS

e e e 000 00

MELINDA
MYERS

Nothing beats the fla-
vor of fresh-from-the-gar-
den tomatoes. Keep them
close at hand by growing
one or more in contain-
ers on your patio, balco-
ny, or front steps.

Any tomato can be
grown in a pot, but de-
terminate varieties are
shorter and more com-
pact, making them a bit
easier to manage in a
container. They produce
fruit in a relatively short
period of time, making
them great choices for
preserving as well as us-
ing fresh. Look for a D or
determinate on the plant
tag, seed packet or in the
catalog description.

Indeterminate toma-
toes, often designated
with an I, are usually
much taller and contin-
ue to grow, flower, and
produce fruit until frost
kills the plant or you
pinch out the growing
tip. These are usually
staked or grown in wire
cages to save space, re-
duce pest problems and
make harvesting easier.
Many new containers
have built-in trellises or
creative gardeners craft
their own, making it eas-
ier and more attractive to
grow these bigger plants
in pots.

Semi-determinate va-
rieties are in between
these two. They are com-
pact like determinates,
often trailing but pro-
duce fruit throughout the
growing season like inde-
terminate varieties.

You can now find com-
pact varieties often sold
as miniature and dwarf

plants that grow well in
small four-to-eight-inch
pots. They are a great
option for those with
limited space, gardening
on balconies, indoors in
a sunny window or just
about anywhere. Kitchen
Mini tomatoes, Heart-
breakers, Red Velvet and
Micro Tom Thumb are
just a few.

Grow one tomato
per container for maxi-
mum productivity. Use a
five-gallon or bigger con-
tainer for large varieties
and at least a two to three
gallon or similar size
pot for smaller varieties.
Some research suggests
growing tomatoes in a
pot that is atleast 14 inch-
es but preferably 20 inch-
es wide will yield greater
results. Adding flowers
and herbs to the contain-
er boosts the beauty and
diversity of your con-
tainer garden but will
reduce the number of to-
matoes produced.

Growing tomatoes in
containers also allows
you to start the season
earlier. Just move the
planter inside when the
weather is harsh and
back outside when the
weather is warm and
sunny. As the weather
turns cold at the end of
the growing season, cov-
er the planter or move it

rse LumberCosiinc?
Building Materials & Supplies N
Lumber ® Insulation ® Mouldings
Drywall ® Ceilings ® Flooring
Hardware ® Cements ® Siding ® Roofing
g Windows ® Doors ® Concrete Block
1 Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn * Dimension Lumber
Boards ® Timbers ® Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

WJolljFreede800-764-323 1§07 bl iy kEevd]
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Melinda Myers

If gardening space is limited, grow tomatoes in hanging bas-
kets or containers.

into a frost-free location
as needed. Some garden-
ers even move a pot or
two inside to finish off
the tomato season.

Plant tomatoes in a
container with drain-
age holes and fill it with
a quality potting mix.
Reduce the time spent
watering with a self-wa-
tering pot that has a res-
ervoir to hold water and
extend the time between
watering. Further re-
duce the need to water by
adding an organic, sus-
tainable soil amendment
like certified organic
Wild Valley Farms’ wool
pellets (wildvalleyfarms.
com) to the potting mix.
Made from wool waste,
this product reduces
watering by up to 25 per-
cent.

Water thoroughly
when the top few inches
begin to dry Mulch the
soil with evergreen nee-
dles, shredded leaves, or
other organic mulch to
keep the soil consistent-
ly moist and suppress
weeds. Consistent soil
moisture encourages
more flowering and fruit-
ing, while reducing the
risk of blossom end rot,
cracking, and misshapen
fruit.

Harvest tomatoes
Turn To GARDENING
page A1l
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An ode to teachers

Professor Fowler sat appeared—yvisitors not of
in his home, recently the body, but of the heart.
retired, alone with his P OSITIVELY They came to tell him
thoughts—and none of what he could not see: that
themgwere kind. SPEAKINGING he had changed lives.

A teacher who had That a word of encour-
dedicated his entire life TOBY MOORE agement had saved one
to shaping young minds, from despair. That alesson

he now sat convinced he
had failed.

Looking back over decades in the
classroom, all he could see was the
void—the faces forgotten, the lessons
lost to time.

He spoke the words aloud, his voice
thick with regret:

"T walked from class to class...teach-
ing unhearing ears...unwilling heads...I
moved nobody, I motivated nobody, I left
no direct imprint on anybody."

His retirement had not come by
choice. It had been forced upon him
by an institution eager to make room
for the next generation. And now, with
his life's work behind him, he sat in the
darkness of his own doubt, convinced
his efforts had vanished like chalk dust
after the final bell.

This story, by the way, is from an old
episode of “The Twilight Zone,” titled
“Changing of the Guard.”

And yet, as I think about Professor
Fowler, my mind drifts to teachers to-
day—living in the modern world, deal-
ing with pressures he could scarcely
have imagined.

The teacher today faces crowded
classrooms, shrinking budgets, end-
less paperwork, shifting standards, the
strain of technology, and the silent bur-
den of wondering if any of it is making
a difference.

I wonder if, after long and weary
days, teachers ever question whether
the hours spent planning lessons, lis-
tening to struggling students, breaking
up conflicts, inspiring curiosity—if any
of it will truly matter.

I wonder if they ask themselves
whether their voice will linger, whether
their encouragement will echo, wheth-
er their belief in a student who didn't
yet believe in themselves will survive
the tests of time.

It's easy in the haze of exhaustion
and bureaucracy;, to feel invisible.

To feel, like Fowler once did, that no
imprint has been left behind.

But here's the part of Fowler's story
that every teacher today needs to hear.

That night, sitting in his despair,
something remarkable happened. One
by one, the faces of his former students

Community
Connection

on courage had inspired
another to give their life to
a cause greater than themselves. That
a belief in decency and kindness had
taken root and flourished long after the
final grades were given.

They stood before him—not as stu-
dents he once taught, but as proof that
his life had mattered far more than he
ever realized.

It's more than just an old television
episode—it's a truth lived out in class-
rooms daily.

Some days it feels like you're shout-
ing into the wind, wondering if you are
reaching anyone, if any of it matters.

It does.

Somewhere right now, there is a stu-
dent who carries a seed you planted—
something you said and taught when
they needed it most.

And that seed will grow, often quietly;,
invisibly, sometimes over decades.

You may never see it bloom. But it
blooms nonetheless. Every encourag-
ing word. Every ounce of patience. Ev-
ery lesson, even the ones you think fell
flat. Every moment you chose to believe
in someone who didn't yet believe in
themselves—these things matter more
than you will ever know.

You are building lives. You are shap-
ing futures. You are winning victories
for humanity that no history book will
ever fully record.

So, in this week where we celebrate
teachers, I want you to know:

You are not invisible. You are not for-
gotten. You are not wasting your time.

You are changing the world, one stu-
dent at a time. And for that—for every-
thing—you have my deepest thanks.

I, like so many others, am grateful—
forever grateful.

Each of us carries something you
gave us: a word, a hope, a strength, a
belief.

I want to thank you—for believing in
us, for guiding us, for helping to shape
who we became.

In the end, teachers have lived a very
good life, a very full life, a very rich life.

And I hope, like Professor Fowler
came to realize, you wouldn't have it
any other way.

i
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Fine Jewelry & Gifts

‘Covmiico JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Owned and operated by the
Cormier family since 1947.
Free jewelry inspection!

Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com
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eMonday price 5/5/25 was $3-05 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” " ig"j

working for you? Contact me
today.

email:

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street

*prices subject to change
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Life-saving on the sea

SOUTHBRIDGE — Did you know the Coast Guard had a prior existence as the US Life Saving Service?

Whether you do or don’t, come to Southbridge Historical Society on Wednesday, May 14 at 7 p.m., when Dennis Picard will talk about “Daily Life in the US Life
Saving Service Along the Coast of New England in the 19th Century.” He’ll tell some tales of life and dangers on the sea, and how crews of small vessels found ways
to rescue shipwrecked sailors in our region.

Picard is retired from OSV and has presented various programs over the years on many fascinating subjects. He’s a member of the editorial board of “The Coun-
try Schoolhouse Journal” and on the board of directors of the Pioneer Valley History Network.

The talk is at the Ruth Wells Center for the Arts, 111 Main St. The public is invited to this free event, and there will be snacks afterward.

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs Register

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA fW
Charlton

Dudley
Youth
Football

S e e e Saturday

CHARLTON — Charl-
ton Dudley Youth Foot-
ball and Cheer will be

9 2365 FHSTORIC OEFICE BU| LD isration for the Fall s

FOR SALE 0

We'll be at the Grange
(Upper Hall), 10 Main St.
in Charlton, and at the
Dudley Town Hall from
9:30 am. to 12:30 p.m.
Cheer and Football ath-
letes who live in or attend

. Historical building, also known as . Listing price: $550,000 o Woodstont or Thoms.
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 . Building size: 9,536 SF son are Invited fo regls
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Sheriff’s Office launches new therapy dog program

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — The dog
days have arrived ear-
ly this year, thanks to
a new therapy dog pro-
gram launched by the
Worcester County Sher-
iff’s Office (WCSO).

Made possible by an
English Labrador Re-
triever named Milo, the
WCSO’s Therapy Dog
Unit was created to en-
hance staff wellbeing,
reduce workplace stress,
and foster an even more
supportive environment
for employees.

Officer Lindsay Mc-
Namara, a 10-year veter-
an of the Sheriff’s Office,
serves as Milo’s handler.
McNamara previously
served in various WCSO
units, including receiv-
ing, classifications, and
line operations.

In her new role, Mc-
Namara oversees Mi-
lo’s daily training and
responsibilities around
the facilities. This will
ensure the Therapy Dog
Unit provides emotion-
al and mental health
support to employees
around the clock, offi-
cials said.

“We’ve been looking
into this type of program
for years,” said Sheriff
Lew Evangelidis. “After
speaking with partners
in corrections across the
state who have existing
therapy dog programs,
we determined this pro-
gram would bring tre-
mendous value to our
daily operations.”

Currently employing
roughly 600 staff mem-

Bay Path faculty, staff, LPN, & student volunteers
take part in SkillsUSA state competition

Courtesy

WCSO Officer Lindsay McNamara is teaming up with English Labrador Retriever Milo to lead a new program.

bers, the WCSO is ded-
icated to maintaining a
supportive and positive
work environment. Of-
ficer McNamara looks
forward to taking part in
several programs with
Milo that assist the staff.
These include working
alongside teams pro-
viding critical incident
stress management, mil-
itary peer support, and
other offerings focused
on employee wellbeing.

“I'm honored to step
into this role alongside
Milo, supporting the
team I've worked with
for over a decade,” Mc-
Namara said. “Stressful
situations are a daily

occurrence in any jail
or house of corrections,
but we have systems in
place to help employees
manage stress. By com-
bining my experience
in corrections with the
skills that Milo will de-
velop through hundreds
of hours of training,
we’ll be able to respond
to various situations to
connect with staff and
help reduce anxiety and
stress.”

Studies show that
therapy dogs help de-
crease stress for indi-
viduals exposed to high-
stress environments or
traumatic situations.
Nationwide, employees
with regular access to

Courtesy
From left: J. Peloquin, Dr. A. Healy, H. Bedard D. Bytyqi. S. Celestin, J.Goyer, and K. Hernandez.

UPTON — The Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy volunteer faculty, staff,
alumni, and nursing students participated as members of the panel of judges for
the secondary competition, Basic Healthcare Conference, during the recent Skill-
sUSA state competition held at the Blackstone Valley Tech.

Dr. Adelina Healy, adjunct faculty at Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy
served as the Team Lead along with staff, Heidi Bedard, LPN, Financial Aid Ad-

ministrator for the Volunteer judges.
They supervised several stations and
prepared presentations.
grateful for the continued opportunity
and glad at how well everything went at
the SkillsUSA State competition. This
is the fifth year that Dr. Healy and Be-
dard worked with Erin Roy, RN Health
Careers Instructor at J. P. Keefe Tech-
nical High School in Framingham who
coordinated the participation of the

volunteer judges.

This year’s volunteers included Ju-
lie Peloquin, Donita Bytyqi,
Celestin, Jessica Goyer, and Kalie Her-

nandez, LPN.

The Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy volunteer judges were thank-
ful for the opportunity to serve. The
skills competition included measur-
ing height and weight, labeling human
anatomy, and the proper application
and removal of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE). SkillsUSA's mis-
sion is geared to empower members to
become world-class workers, leaders,
and responsible American citizens and
serves as the blueprint for workplace

readiness.

Both were

Sandra
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these support programs
have reported improve-
ments in workplace com-
fort and overall mental
health.

“Just like police, fire,
and other first respond-
ers, corrections officers
have demanding and
challenging jobs,”

of Worcester County
safe.”

In addition to various
internal K9 programs,
the WCSO partners with
Animal Assisted Ther-
apy Services of Mas-
sachusetts. Through a
contract with the orga-

nization, therapy dog
handlers visit certain
populations within the
facility to help lower
stress levels and reduce
tensions among inmates
in the housing blocks.

Evangelidis empha-
sized that prioritizing
the mental health and
wellbeing of staff leads
to better outcomes for
inmates.

“When employees are
supported and main-
tain mental resilience,
they can engage with
inmates constructively
and professionally,” read
a statement released
by the WCSO. “This ap-
proach fosters a more
rehabilitative environ-
ment within the facility.
With the establishment
of the Therapy K9 Unit,
the Sheriff’s Office reaf-
firms its commitment to
the wellness of both its
staff and the overall mis-
sion of rehabilitation.”

To learn more about
programs run by the

WCSO, visit www.
WorcesterCountySher-
iff.com.

Evangelidis said.

“Access to mental
health resourc-

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTER

es is crucial for
ensuring our em-

389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)
508-885-3560

ployees remain
safe, happy, and
healthy. Milo has
made an immedi-
ate impact on the
WCSO staff, who
work diligently to
keep the residents
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Carole J. Tanionos, 91

Charlton/Southbridge:
CaroleJ. (Daniel) Tanionos, 91,
of the Overlook in Charlton,
formerly of Southbridge,
passed away on Sunday, May
4th, in the UMass Memorial
Medical Center, University
Campus, Worcester, after an
illness.

Her husband, Sterrgios J.
“Steve” Tanionos, passed away
in 1985. She leaves her two
nephews, John L. Daniel and
his wife Linda of Southbridge
and Mark A. Daniel and his
wife Sandra of Southbridge; her grand-
nephews, Nicholas Daniel of Dudley
and Nathan Daniel of Shrewsbury. She
also leaves behind many cousins, great
grandnieces and nephews. She also
leaves her good friend, Renate Kendal of
Southbridge. Carole was predeceased
by her brother, George L. Daniel in
1992. Carole was born in Salem, MA
the daughter of Daniel and Marie Clare
(Fontaine) Daniel. She received her cer-
tificate in business from the Worcester
School of Business.

Carole was an Assistant Vice
President and Mortgage Underwriter
for the Bank of Boston and later for
the Cape Cod 5 Bank for 30 years. After
retiring she moved back to Southbridge
from Cape Cod and worked for several
years at the former Rom’s Restaurant
in Sturbridge and she also worked at
the Old Sturbridge Village Museum
Bookstore. She was a longtime

member of the St. George
Greek Orthodox Church in
Southbridge. Carole served
on the Southbridge Council on
Aging. She was also an active
member of the Southbridge
Casaubon Senior Center and
enjoyed following local poli-
tics.

The family would like to
thank the staff at the Overlook
Masonic Healthcare Center,
Charlton, especially Prima,
Abby and Christina for all of
the outstanding care Carole
received. The would also like to thank
the UMass Emergency Department and
the staff of the 7th floor ICU for the care
given to Carole during her illness.

A funeral service for Carole will be
held on Friday, May 9th, at 11:00am in
St. George Greek Orthodox Church, 55
North St., Southbridge. Burial in the
Ancient Cemetery, Yarmouth, MA, will
be held at the convenience of the family.
A calling hour in will be held on Friday;,
May 9th from 10:00 to 11:00am in the
church, prior to the service. There are
no calling hours.

In lieu of flowers donations may be
made to the St. George Greek Orthodox
Church, PO. Box 25, Southbridge, MA
01550.

The Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home,
130 Hamilton St., Southbridge, is direct-
ing arrangements.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Putnam- John Albani Jr, 74

Putnam- John Albani Jr, 74,
passed away suddenly from
natural causes on Friday,
April 18th, in his home, Little
River Acres, Putnam CT.
John leaves his brother David
and his wife Aimee Albani
of Holden, MA, his nephew
Justin Albani of Branford, CT, | -
and his niece, Emily Bostock
and her husband Nicholas of J*
Rutland, MA and their two |,
children. John also leaves

: \
i

dren with serious illnesses.
John enjoyed fishing, cross-
word puzzles, listening to
country and folk music and
was an avid antique collec-
tor throughout his life. He
enjoyed spending time with
3 his family, close friends and
neighbors. John valued his
friends and the good times
they had together. He was
great at telling stories and he
.. loved listening to one just as

many close cousins and long-
time friends. John was born
in Southbridge MA, son of John Sr. and
Bernadette Albani.

John worked as an independent con-
tractor and cabinet maker for many
years. The best years of his career was
when he worked in the Building and
Carpentry Facilities at the Hole in the
Wall Gang Camp in Ashford Ct, found-
ed by Paul Newman in 1988 for chil-

much. John had a passion for
the past and made sure the
next generation was aware of it and
ready to carry it forward.

It was his wish that services and
funeral be limited to the immediate
family. In order to honor his life, please
make any donations to the Hole in the
Wall Gang Fund, 555 Long Wharf Drive,
New Haven, CT, 06511. Share a memory
at Smithandwalkerfh.com

Theresa Marguerite Leire

It is with deep sorrow
to announce, Theresa
Marguerite Leire (Bouthillier)
of Dayville, CT passed away
peacefully on Saturday,
August 21, 2021 in Texas with
her son Bradley and daughter
in law Lindsey by her side.
She was born in Putnam,
CT on July 18th 1941 to the
late Adrien and Marie Ann
(Lafleur) Bouthillier. She
graduated from Killingly
High School. She held many
jobs, but her most beloved was
being a mother.

She is survived by her companion,
Burt Avery of Bozrah, CT; sister Olive
Warinsky (John) sister in law Barbara

Bouthillier, and sons Bradley,
Michael, and Wilfred; nieces,
nephews, grandchildren and
great grandchildren. She was
predeceased by her husband
Robert Leire, daughter Robyn
Leire; siblings Lorraine
Lafleur, Rachel LaBelle,
and Adrian Bouthillier, and
daughter in law Melanie
Harwood.

A graveside service will
be held Thursday, May 22,
2025 in Holy Cross Cemetery
Danielson, CT. Memorial

donations can be made to the charity
of donor’s choice. Share a memory at
Gagnonandcostellofh.com

Celebrate Spring with Old
Fashioned Lemonade Recipes

Last week’s record
high temperatures re-
mind us that bright sunny
days, shade tree breezes
and a comfortable back-
yard chaise are the per-
fect elements for warm
weather “easy living.”
And what could be more
delightful than taking a
well-deserved rest with
cool, refreshing drink
(even better if you can
enjoy it on a porch with a
friend or neighbor)!

There’s no  doubt
about it, nothing quite
“hits the spot” on a hot
New England spring
day better than a tall
glass of ice tea or lem-
onade. The sweet taste
and clanging ice cubes
of the thirst-quenching
drinks have prompted
recipe contests, starred at
country fair refreshment
booths, and spawned gen-
erations of young road-
side entrepreneurs.

With summer just
around the corner, here
are some great old-fash-
ioned lemonade and iced
tea recipes guaranteed
to refresh both body and
spirit.

*%

When people call for
Tea Time, this season, it’s
usually iced tea - in frosty
glasses filled to the brim.
Here are a couple of deli-
cious ways to serve up the
perennial favorite drink:

Citrus Tea Cooler: The
carbonation and orange
juice add sparkle and zest
to this alternative to tra-
ditional iced tea. Perfect
for a punchbowl at an out-
side get-together.

Ingredients: Three
bags or one tbsp loose
black tea; one and a half
cup boiling water; one
half cup fresh lemon
juice; one bottle (28 o0z)
lemon-lime -carbonated
beverage or ginger ale,
chilled; three quarters
to one cup sugar (or con-
version measurement of
Stevia or other non-sugar
sweetener); one tray ice
cubes ;one half cup fresh
orange juice.

Directions: Place tea
bags or loose tea in bowl.
Pour boiling water over
tea. Let stand five min-
utes. Remove bags or
strain to remove leaves.
Add sugar and stir until
all is dissolved. Place ice
cubes in two-quart serv-
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ing pitcher. Pour hot tea,
lemon and orange juice
over tea. Stir briskly sev-
eral seconds until mix-
ture is cold. Stir in chilled
lemon-lime carbonat-
ed beverage. Pour into
glasses and serve at once.
Makes two quarts

*%

Lemon Sparkler:
Here’s a quick and easy
version of a classiclemon
sparkler:;

Ingredients: Two cups
tea, brewed; one half cup
lemon juice; one half
cup sugar (or conversion
measurement of Stevia
or other non-sugar sweet-
ener); juice cubes (ice
cubes made with lemon
juice and a little water);
two quarts of ginger ale,
chilled.

Directions: In a pitch-
er, combine the tea, lemon
juice, and sugar stirring
until sugar is dissolved.
Just before serving, add
the ginger ale and pour
over juice cubes.

*%

Lemonade and sunny
days have gone together
forever. Many a summer-
time memory is sparked
by sipping a chilled tum-
bler of sweet lemonade.

0Old Fashioned Lemon-
ade

Most lemonade aficio-
nados agree the secret
to a great lemonade is
to make a heated syrup
as a base. This nostalgic
recipe from Hamilton
Beach, calls for fresh lem-
ons, oranges and mint
leaves!

Ingredients: Two cups
granulated sugar; two
and one half cups water;
juice of six lemons; juice
of two oranges; grated
peel of one orange; one
cup fresh mint leaves

Directions: In a medi-
um saucepan, combine
sugar and water. Bring to
a boil; cook over medium
high heat five minutes.
Let cool.

Add lemon juice, or-
ange juice and orange
peel to syrup. Add in
mint leaves. Cover and
let stand one hour. Strain
lemon syrup into a jar or

pitcher. Store in refrig-
erator until ready to use.
For each serving: Put one
third cup lemon syrup
into an eight ounce glass
filled with crushed ice
and cold water. Mix or
shake well.

%%

Quick Old Fashioned
Lemonade

No time for the recipe
above? Try this easy ver-
sion:

Ingredients: Two  or
three ice cubes; two ta-
blespoons lemon juice;
one and one half table-
spoons lime juice; two
tablespoons superfine
sugar (or conversion
measurement of Steviaor
other non-sugar sweeten-
er);; six to eight ice cubes;
two cups cold water.

Directions: Pour lem-
on and lime juice into a
pitcher, add sugar and
stir until dissolved. Add
ice cubes and water and
stir. Serve in tumblers.

Serves two.

Win Dinner for Two at
the Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
will win a fabulous three
course dinner for two
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route
131 across the town com-
mon in historic Stur-
bridge. Because I'm in
the business of dispens-
ing tips, not inventing
them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that has
worked for you? Do you
have a question regarding
household or garden mat-
ters? If so, why not share
them with readers of
Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions
and/or hints to: Take
the Hint!, C/o the South-
bridge Evening News, PO
Box 90; Southbridge, MA
01550. Or email KDRR@
aol.com. Hints are en-
tered into a drawing for
dinner for two at the his-
toric Publick House Inn.

Sturbridge voters reject trail bridge project

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — Although it got a notable majori-
ty (164-107), a long-promoted project to use Communi-
ty Preservation Act (CPA) funds to build a trail-access
bridge at 501 Main St. failed to hit the 2/3 vote it need
to past at Town Meeting April 28.

The deciding factor may have been Jeff Burdick's
appeal to put the funds toward other recreational
needs (playing fields) and “pay off our existing debt
first ... before we entertain new projects.” Specifically,
he urged the town to ask itself “Do we have the appro-
priate recreational facilities for our kids and grand-
kids? The answer to that is absolutely no.”

Burdick came with data, saying CPA costs average
homeowners $192 a year. Over the years, Sturbridge
has dedicated $14.1 million to open space, $4.1 million
to historic preservation (including $1.78 million for
the senior center), but just $589,000 for affordable hous-
ing and $556,000 for other forms of recreation, he said.

Another participant noted Sturbridge adopted CPA
in 2001 as a 3 percent surcharge on the tax bill (not on
the assessed value of the homes, which is already re-
duced by $100,000 before that calculation). At that time,
the town was getting a 1-to-1 match from the state, but
that has since fallen as more towns join the program.
By law, 10 percent of funding has to be allocated to
each of the first three areas Burdick cited above, but
the remaining 70 percent can be spent on any of them.

The project had several people speaking in its favor,
with Trail Committee Chair Brandon Goodwin being
the main one. He summarized it as aiming to provide

access for “a whole section of town that doesn't have
access to the trail system easily.” Specifically, the
bridge, which would look much like the Calcutt bridge
near Westville, would link parking lots on Route 20
to the Riverlands property, and he said he thought it,
and other trail expansion, would draw people to town.
About half of those attending a trail biking event last
year came from more than an hour away, and those
who stayed in town spent an average of $426 in hotel
and food costs, he said.

Goodwin said his committee was hoping to get two
$500,000 trail grants to fund parts of the $2.1 million
project. To a couple voters, that was an issue - after
Goodwin said the town would be “on the hook” for that
money, they wanted to see the grants in hand before
approving the project.

It also prompted one woman to ask if they could
vote approval contingent on getting such grants. The
town attorney said they could not, but they could
make spending it contingent on that.

Another person sided with Burdick, saying the
town needs significant money for playing fields and
would like to see Sturbridge hold off on spending for
a few years to accumulate some for that use. A couple
hours after it failed, a woman moved to reconsider
that article. Moderator Leigh Darren decided not to
accept it after some of its proponents argued against
reconsideration on the grounds that around 160 people
had left by that time.

As it was, Town Meeting approved several much
smaller CPA-funded projects by huge majorities
without any discussion at all after rejecting that one.

Among them were a $38,000 Grand Trunk Trail exten-
sion and $14,700 to survey another new part of that
trail; $361,150 for affordable housing; $60,000 to contin-
ue the historical survey project; and projects to restore
historical gravestones and the Hyde family Bible.

After reconsideration was rejected, the voters made
short work of several Special Town Meeting items.
The only ones that saw any notable debate were Arti-
cles 46 and 47, to buy a 10-wheel dump truck ($480,000)
and a 6-wheel dump truck ($383,000), which were basi-
cally discussed together. Some voters objected to the
costs, with one saying he'd seen the state's bid list for
both citing much lower costs.

DPW Director Heather Blakeley said those were
without various items the town needs, and doing it
now is necessary because it takes two years to actually
get them. DPW has a few trucks it's already ordered
that have not yet arrived.

At issue is that the state was requiring DPWs to buy
electric trucks, however that law has been delayed by
two more years, she said. She plans to keep the current
fleet as long as possible and will seek other prices be-
cause earlier there was only one vendor quoting them.

Both trucks are being funded by Free Cash, and
thus only needed a simple majority to pass. Both votes
were much closer than any others that night - 65-47
and 61-51, respectively.

See other story for the rest of Town Meeting.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.
com.
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Grassroots Central Mass. bosting immigration program

STURBRIDGE — Grassroots Central Mass. pres-
ents a free program, “Immigration: Facts and Fic-
tion,” Saturday, May 10 from 3 to 5 p.m. on the lower
level of the Joshua Hyde Library, Sturbridge lower
level of the library

There is no doubt that immigration is complex
and an issue of concern for many of us. This pre-
sentation will focus on some of the reasons why
people immigrate to the US and many of the myths
and misconceptions that surround this process. We

GARDENING

continued from page A5

when fully colored or leave them on the plant a few
more days for an even sweeter flavor. You’ll enjoy the
convenience of harvesting fresh tomatoes right out-
side your door for use in salads, sauces, and other fa-
vorite recipes.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 garden-
ing books, including the recently released Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses “How to
Grow Anything” instant video and DVD series and
the nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment
radio program. Myers is a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & Blooms magazine and was
commissioned by Wild Valley Farms for her exper-
tise to write this article. Myers’ Web site is www.Me-
lindaMyers.com.

hope to foster a fuller understanding of some of the
struggles that prompt people to move from their
home countries and also to make connections to
the journey to the U.S. that many of our own fami-
ly members made either recently or in the past. We
plan to tell this story through music, poetry, and the
voices of people who have made the long journey
here along with the presentation of some histori-
cal facts. We hope to change the narrative that too
often portrays newcomers to our nation as somehow

a drain upon our resources or a threat to our safety
by sharing research on how incorrect these myths
are. We welcome you to join us for this interactive
presentation.

This event is being sponsored by Grassroots
Central Mass. For more information on Grassroots
Central Mass, please visit our Web site, https://
grassrootscentralmass.orgor email us atinfo@
grassrootscentralmass.org.

Arianna Lester recognized
for academic excellence at Stonebill’s

2025 Scholars Celebration

EASTON — Arianna Lester, a member of Stonehill College’s Class of 2025 from Sturbridge was recently
honored with a certificate of achievement at the 2025 Scholars Celebration, held Tuesday, April 29. Visit
Stonehill College’s Web site for more about this year’s program.

About Stonehill College

Stonehill College, a Catholic institution of higher learning, was founded by the Congregation of Holy
Cross in 1948. Located on the beautiful 384-acre campus and former estate of Frederick Lothrop Ames in
North Easton, it is a community of scholarship and faith, anchored by a belief in the inherent dignity of

each person.

Through more than 100 academic programs in the liberal arts, sciences, business and pre-professional
field, Stonehill College provides an education of the highest caliber that fosters critical thinking, free inqui-
ry and the interchange of ideas for more than 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates the whole person so that each Stonehill graduate thinks, acts and leads with
courage toward the creation of a more just and compassionate world.
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LEGALS

NOTICE OF SALE
Lein Sale
Request a Notice of Lein Sale be Pub-
lished on the following listed Units
Household & Misc, ltems
Unit No 060 & 689
Ryan Brosnihan
159 Depot Road
Charlton, MA 01507
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 090 Mathew Soper
126 Hartwell Street
Southbridge, MA 01550
Household & Misc, Iltems
Unit No 367 Daniel J. Halley
117 Stafford Street, Unit 61
Charlton, MA 01507
Household & Misc, Iltems
Unit No 289 Mark Corey
150 Main Street
Southbridge, MA 01550
LEIN SALE WILL BE HELD:
Date: 5/28/25
Time: 12 Noon
Location: 94 Brookfield Rd., Charlton
MA 01507
May 9, 2025
May 16, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. W017P3955PM
Estate of:
Alice Lahair
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ORDER OF
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
Estate Of:
Alice Lahair
A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by Jonathan J
Davey of Quincy MA
requesting that the court enter a formal
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final account ,
1st and other such relief as may be re-
quested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
court. You have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and
objection at this court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 06/03/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day;,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy,
First Justice of this Court
April 28, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman, Register of
Probate
May 8, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P1574EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Mark A Boniface
Also known as: Mark Boniface
Date of Death: 03/14/2022
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited For-
mal Testacy and/or Appointment has
been filed by Kerstin Comtois of Staf-
ford Springs CT
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Kerstin Comtois of Stafford Springs
CT be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised
administration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
05/27/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-

pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: April 30, 2025

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

May 8, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. 25P1481
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Leah Stefanie Forrester
Also Known As:
Leah Stefanie Watkins Date of
Death: September 21, 2024
To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of :
Petitioner
John Forrester of Southbridge MA
John Forrester of Southbridge MA
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to
serve without Surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.
May 9, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 82 Prince
Southbridge, MA 01550
By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained in
a certain mortgage given by Seth
Parenteau and Jennifer C Parenteau
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Guild Mortgage Company LLC,
and now held by Guild Mortgage
Company LLC, said mortgage dated
August 15, 2022 and recorded in the
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 68070,
Page 1, said mortgage was assigned
from Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Guild Mortgage Company LLC
to Guild Mortgage Company, LLC by
assignment dated March 21, 2024 and
recorded with said Registry of Deeds
in Book 70324, Page 340; for breach
of the conditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing the same
will be sold at Public Auction on
May 22, 2025 at 3:00 PM Local Time
upon the premises, all and singular the
premises described in said mortgage,
to wit:
A certain parcel of land with build-
ings thereon situated in the Town
of Southbridge, Worcester County,
Massachusetts, shown as Lot
5 on a plan entitled “Plan of Lots
in Southbridge, Mass Owned by
Clarence Soper & Joseph Jolin”, dated
April 1, 1980 as drawn by Robert
F. Para, Registered Land Surveyor,
Southbridge Massachusetts recorded
with the Worcester District Registry
of Deeds in Plan Book 486, Plan 21.

Road,

Containing 1.19 acres of land more
or less according to said Plan.
The Deed is recorded herewith.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated August 15, 2022 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
68069, Page 386.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and conveyed
subject to all liens, encumbrances,
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens
and assessments, if any, which take
precedence over the said mortgage
above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer's or cashier's check within
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Guild Mortgage Company
LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

April 24,2025

May 1, 2025

May 8, 2025

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
COUNCIL CHAMBERS -
TOWN COUNCIL
THURSDAY MAY 29, 2025 — 6:00 PM
PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to the Town of Southbridge

Home Rule Charter Chapter 10
Financial Provisions and Procedures
Section 5 Notice of Public Hearing

on Proposed Budget and Section 8
Notice of Public Hearing on Capital
Programs. The Town Manager will

be holding a Public Hearing on the
following:

1. FISCALYEAR 2026 PROPOSED
BUDGET

General Government $19,825,990
Public Safety $9,018,485
Public Works $2,647,767
Human Services $1,149,842
Bay Path $1,318,115
School Department $38,697,027
Sewer Enterprise Fund

$5,467,343
Water Enterprise Fund $4,509,791

Solid Waste and Recycling Enterprise
Fund $2,993,082
TOTAL $85,627,442
2. FISCALYEAR 2026 CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

Town Manager’'s recommended Five
Year Capital Improvement Program
and proposed funding of programs for
FY26.

Copies of FY 2026 Budget and Capital
Improvement Program will be available
for inspection at the Southbridge Town
Hall Town Manager’s office or on the
Town of Southbridge website, www.
ci.southbridge.ma.us , beginning on
May 15, 2025.

May 8, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO18P2668PM
Estate of:
Ronald Owens
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ORDER OF
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
Estate Of:
Lorraine Erickson
A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by Jonathan J
Davey of Quincy MA
requesting that the court enter a formal
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final account ,
1st and other such relief as may be re-
quested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
court. You have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and
objection at this court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 06/03/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-

line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy,

First Justice of this Court

April 29, 2025

Stephanie K. Fattman, Register of
Probate

May 8, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO24P3752GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
In the matter of:
Peter Dean
Of: Southbridge, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has
been filed by
Department of Developmental Serv
of Worcester, MA
in the above captioned matter alleging
that Peter Dean is in need of a Guard-
ian and requesting that
Gayle Greene/TLC Trust Inc of Fitch-
burg, MA
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve Without
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is
on file with this court and may contain
a request for certain specific authority.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00
A.M. on the return date of 05/27/2025.
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you object to
the petition. If you fail to file the written
appearance by the return date, action
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing
the written appearance, you or your
attorney must file a written affidavit
stating the specific facts and grounds
of your objection within 30 days after
the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has theright to
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer, one
may be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: April 29, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
May 8, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of
Charlton Stormwater Management
Rules & Regulations, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
accepting comments on the following
application:
The applicant, Kendall Homes Inc.,
has submitted a Land Disturbance/
Stormwater Management Permit
on April 16, 2025, for stormwater
infrastructure associated with the
construction of a single-family home,
well, and septic.
The project site is located at Lot 3
Sandersdale Road, Charlton, MA
01507, and is also known as: Parcel
ID 76-A-7.4.
Copies of the Land Disturbance
Application are available at the
Charlton Conservation Commission
office during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
May 8, 2025

For Legal Advertising Information,
Call 508-909-4127
email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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From left: Ashley Rincon, Natasha Rovan, and Loise Ngigi.

Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy student medalists at
SkillsUSA States Conference

MARLBOROUGH — Three Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy students were awarded gold and
silver medals at the recent SkillsUSA States Confer-
ence. Gold medal winners will be advancing to the
SkillsUSA National Conference to be held June 23-
28 in Atlanta, Ga.

The Practical Nursing student medalists are as
follows: Loise Ngigiof South Grafton, Gold Medal
First Aid/CPR; Ashley Rincon of Southbridge, Gold
Medal, and Natasha Rovan of Worcester, Silver Med-
al Medical Terminology.

“We are grateful to both SkillsUSA Advisors for
Bay Path, Mrs. Pam Staney and Mr. Christopher
Staney, and the Superintendent, Mr. Kyle Brenner for
his support,” said Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN
Ed, RN, CRRN Academy Director. “We are proud of
our Practical Nursing students and are grateful to
our PN faculty and staff who have also shown tre-
mendous support.”

This year’s success continues to increase the num-
ber of Bay Path Practical Nursing students who have
advanced to national competition over the years;
many of whom placed medals nationally.

According to the SkillsUSA Web site, “SkillsUSA’s
National Leadership & Skills Conference (NLSC)
is the largest gathering of America’s future skilled
workforce and the ultimate recognition of excellence
in career and technical education. Held in Atlanta
each June, the NLSC is a week-long celebration of
the skilled trades and the accomplishments of ca-
reer-ready leaders from across the United States. The
event brings together more than 16,000 attendees,
including students, instructors, industry partners,
government officials, administrators and more. The
highlight of the NLSC is the SkillsUSA Champion-
ships, where more than 6,000 state champions com-
pete for national gold, silver and bronze medals in 115

Cornerstone Bank expands with new
branch in Worcester’s latnuck Square

WORCESTER — Cor-
nerstone Bank, a com-
munity bank with loca-
tions throughout Central
Massachusetts, has
opened its 12th branch
at 1125 Pleasant St. in
Worcester.

“This is one of
Worcester’s most vi-
brant neighborhoods

8 with a bustling shopping

district near Worcester
State University and
the Worcester Airport,”
said Todd Tallman, CEO
of Cornerstone Bank.
“We're so excited to join
and serve this communi-
ty.”

Cornerstone is in-
viting the public to a
ribbon-cutting and fam-
ily-friendly grand open-
ing celebration from 10
a.m. until 1 p.m. There
will be a bouncy house,
ice cream truck, give-
aways and games. The
ribbon-cutting with Tim

N

kY

and CEO of the Worces-
ter Regional Chamber of
Commerce, will be there.

Complimenting the
essence of Tatnuck
Square, the exterior of
the new branch features
an exciting sculpture by
popular local artist Jose
Criollo. His work has
been featured through-
out Worcester and is
created from locally re-

Cornerstone  Bank
has been renovating
the property since pur-
chasing it last year. The
full-service branch in-
cludes two drive-up
lanes with ATM capa-
bilities and state-of-the-
art drive-up live video
tellers available during
banking hours. Inside,
there will be specialists
dedicated to lending and

available by appoint-
ment only, and even a
coffee bar.

The new Tatnuck
Square Branch is open
Monday- Wednesday
from 8:30 am.-4 p.m.,
Thursday from 8:30 a.m.-
6 p.m., Friday from 8:30
a.m.-5 p.m., and Saturday
from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. The
branch is closed on Sun-
days.

skilled and leadership competitions.”

SOUTHBRIDGE POLICE LOG

Murray, the President -cycled metals and wood.

Rahni Bussiere inducted into
Stonehill College Homor Society

EASTON — Rahni Bussiere, a member of Stone-
hill College’s Class of 2025 from Charlton, was recent-
ly inducted into Lambda Epsilon Sigma, Stonehill
College’s honor society. The organization recognizes
outstanding juniors and seniors who have demon-
strated an excitement for both learning and sharing
their knowledge. Visit Stonehill College’s website for
more about this year’s Scholars Celebration.

About Stonehill College

Stonehill College, a Catholic institution of higher
learning, was founded by the Congregation of Holy
Cross in 1948. Located on the beautiful 387-acre cam-
pus and former estate of Frederick Lothrop Ames in
North Easton, it is a community of scholarship and
faith, anchored by a belief in the inherent dignity of
each person.

Through more than 100 academic programs in the
liberal arts, sciences, business and pre-professional
field, Stonehill College provides an education of the
highest caliber that fosters critical thinking, free
inquiry and the interchange of ideas for more than
2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates the whole person so
that each Stonehill graduate thinks, acts and leads
with courage toward the creation of a more just and
compassionate world.

investment consultation,

Grassroots Central Mass.
celebrates nature with
“Trees Are Treasures” event

STURBRIDGE — Grassroots Central Mass (GCM)
will continue its tradition of celebrating nature with
its sixth “Trees Are Treasures” tree giveaway and na-
ture events on Sunday, May 18 at Wells State Park in
Sturbridge from 10 a.m.- 3 p.m.

GCM, a local affiliate of Indivisible Mass Coalition
(IMC), is again co-sponsoring this year’s events with
Brookfields Fight Fear (BFF). Both GCM and BFF are
local groups dedicated to serving the communities
we live in through finding and supporting solutions
to issues in our communities, our state, and our na-
tion.

Our event includes a short, level walk along the
Mill Pond Trail at Wells State Park, where costumed
interpreters are stationed to discuss the importance
of wetlands, stone wall history and forest ecosys-
tems, at both child and adult levels. This is a family
friendly stroll.

This free event will also include children’s crafts
under the pavilion, storytelling, and a free tree seed-
ling giveaway. Join us to celebrate and appreciate the
beauty of our native forest. For more information
about this event, please contact Nancy Tame, above.
For more information about GCM, please visit our
Web site, https://grassrootscentralmass.org/.

SOUTHBRIDGE
The Southbridge Police
Department reported
the following arrests
during the week of April
21-28.

Travis S. Perry, age 34,
of Dudley was arrested
on April 21 for Speeding,
operating a motor vehi-
cle with No Inspection
Sticker, Operating a Mo-
tor Vehicle after suspen-
sion of license, Failure
to Stop for Police, Neg-
ligent Operation of a
Motor Vehicle, a Marked

Lanes Violation, and
Possession of a Class A
Drug.

Michael Aviles, age
38, of Southbridge was
arrested on April 21 for
Violation of an Abuse
Prevention Order.

Henry L. Alicea, age
24, of Southbridge was
arrested on April 22 in
connection with a war-
rant for Operating Under
the Influence (Liquor).

A juvenile, age 14,
received a summons in
lieu of arrest on April
23 for Shoplifting By As-
portation.

A 29-year-old male
from Worcester received
a summons in lieu of ar-
rest on April 24 for Oper-
ating a Motor Vehicle af-
ter suspension of license
(subsequent offense).

Christine Brenda
Lamontagne, age 64, of
Southbridge was arrest-
ed on April 25 for Assault
With a Dangerous Weap-

on against a victim over
the age of 60, Disorder-
ly Conduct, Disturbing
the Peace, Misdemeanor
Breaking & Entering,
and Assault with a Dan-
gerous Weapon.

A 53-year-old male
from Southbridge re-
ceived a summons in
lieu of arrest on April 25
for Shoplifting By Con-
cealing Merchandise.

Rodrick O’Dell Camp-
bell, age 23, of South-
bridge was arrested on
April 25 for Possession of
a Class A Drug, Posses-
sion of a Class B Drug,
Possession of a Large
Capacity Firearm, Car-
rying a Loaded Firearm
Without a License, Car-
rying a Firearm Without
a License, Possession of
Ammunition Without
an FID Card, multiple
counts of Possession of
a Large Capacity Feed-
ing Device, and in con-
nection with a warrant
for Carrying a Firearm
Without a License. Jalex-
us Javiel Morales, age 25,
of Southbridge was ar-
rested during the same
incident for Possession
of a Class B Drug with
Intent to Distribute,
Carrying a Loaded Fire-
arm Without a License,
Possession of Ammuni-
tion Without FID Card,
Possession of a Fire-
arm Used in a Felony,
and Carrying a Firearm
Without a License. Also
arrested during this in-

cident was Nayrelis Jin-
nette Fernandez, age 19,

+ % Friday’s Child 4 + +

of Southbridge for Car-
rying a Firearm (stun
gun) Without a License.

A 40-year-old male
from Southbridge was
taken into protective
custody on April 25.

A 33-year-old male
from Southbridge re-
ceived a summons in
lieu of arrest on April
27 for Operating a Motor
Vehicle after suspension
of license and a Marked
Lanes Violation.

Mateo Manuel Pare-
des Vincent, age 21, of
Southbridge was arrest-
ed on April 27 in con-
nection with multiple
warrants, for Assault &
Battery on a Person over
the age of 60 and/or Dis-
abled and Carjacking.

David Delgado, age
33, of Southbridge was
arrested on April 27 for
Misdemeanor Breaking
& Entering and multiple
counts of Violation of an
Abuse Prevention Order.

Juan Rivera-Santos,
age 37, of Worcester was
arrested on April 27 for a
Marked Lanes Violation,
Leaving the Scene of
Property Damage, and
Operating Under the In-
fluence (liquor).

A 40-year-old female
received a summons in
lieu of arrest on April 27
for Assault & Battery on
Healthcare Personnel.

Jailianne

Age 14

Registration #7402

class, where she can share her talents and connect with other

young artists. With her combination of compassion, imagination,

and charisma, Jai is sure to thrive wherever she goes.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/22533922820

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from
foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Re-
source Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information
on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways
you can help children and teens in foster care.

ai\\ ai\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ a;\\ aixx

Jailianne—known as “Jai’—is
a bubbly, joyful girl whose bright
spirit lights up every room. She
has a deep love for animals and
the outdoors, especially cats,
dogs, and any little critters she
finds. Jai’s caring nature shines
through in the creative “homes”
she builds for frogs and other
small creatures, using sticks,
leaves, and stones to make them
feel safe and at home. Beyond
her nurturing side, Jai is a natu-
ral performer. She loves singing,
dancing, and putting on shows for
family and friends. Her creativity
and confidence on stage suggest
she’d flourish in a chorus or acting

Can | Adopt?
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COUNCIL

continued from page Al

whistles like everybody
thinks it is. It’s a work-
ing building for working
people.”

Mike Marketti raised
the most detailed ques-
tions of the meeting, all

SPEIWAK

continued from page Al

as cemetery commission-
er, Robert and Thomas
Coleman each earned
positions on the Water
& Sewer Commission
as well as Erik Grotton
who was elected to fill a
vacancy, Robert Bering-
er was elected to fill a
vacancy on the Planning
Board, Cheryl Meskus
and Lance Russell Morin
each retained their seats
on the Library Board of
Trustees, Michael Bani-
ukiewicz and Bradford
Charles Howard were
both reelected as consta-
bles, and Michael Sulli-
van and Bonnie Seifert
were elected to the Hous-
ing Authority.

The ballot also includ-
ed a single question to
determine if the Town
Clerk should remain an
elected position or be
converted to an appoint-
ed one. The proposal was
placed on the election
ballot following a citizen
petition earlier this year.
Proponents argued that
the move would bring the
clerk position in line with
other formerly -elected
posts in the town hall that
have since been changed
to appointed and allow
Charlton to have a more
qualified and competitive
hiring pool. Opponents
were cautious about re-
moving electing power
from the voters for a town
hall position.

In the end voters over-
whelming chose to sup-
port the question in a 586-
386 decision, the largest
margin of victory on the
ballot by far, which will
allow the town to proceed
with implementing the
change before the expira-
tion of LaCroix’s current
term.

Town-to-Town

regarding budget. He
compared previous ver-
sions of the cost plan to
the current one, saying
he thought the “num-
bers start to get a little
fuzzy for me” because
“soft costs have all gone
up” and various things
that had been taken out
when the original bid
came in too high have
been restored to the
project. Specifically, he
noted architecture fees
have risen $175,000 and
owner’s project manage-
ment (OPM) costs about
$180,000.

Hulyk agreed, saying
that was partly “because
things have gone so far
beyond the (original)

tect (Kaestle Boos) has
completed most of its
work, but will monitor
the construction in pro-
cess, while the OPM'’s
work has mostly not yet
begun. But the internal
equipment costs “have
not been adjusted in any
manner.”

Marketti was partic-
ularly concerned about
the potential for change
orders jacking up the
total cost, and asked if
there was a way to pro-
hibit them in the con-
tract. Hulyk said they
can’t do that, but agreed
“we need to make sure
that doesn’t become an
issue.” The committee is
willing to meet frequent-

as advised by Ware and
Monson, where PDS did
recent projects, Hulyk
noted.

Hulyk and a couple
councilors expressed
some concern about the
impact of federal tariffs
on the cost of building
materials. Steve Kelly
described that as his
“only hesitation,” since
it “could be a signifi-
cant cost increase as this
project moves forward.”

That said, the council
praised Hulyk and the
building committee for
its work over such a long
period of time. The first
talk of a new station be-
gan around 20 years ago,
but it was sidelined for

few times. This version
of the committee has
been active since 2015.
Jovan noted only Hulyk
and John Szudga have
continued as commit-
tee members that whole
time, a period in which
Southbridge saw several
town managers.

John Daniel praised
Hulyk and the commit-
tee for their “remarkable
work.”

“You’'ve got to be eat-
ing and sleeping this
project ... and you’ve got
another 18 or 19 months
of no sleep,” Daniel said.
“It’s remarkable the
work that’s been done
here.”

Mike Montigny

for his “fluency” on the
various issues surround-
ing it.

Jovan dubbed this “a
very proud moment, a
happy moment” for the
town that’s “desperately
needed by the communi-
ty and the firefighters.”

Hulyk said this bid-
ding process received
five bids; the last one,
only two. He expects a
groundbreaking  cere-
mony to happen in early
June, followed by about
15 months of actual con-
struction work.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

timeline.” The archi- lytokeepaneyeoncosts, other major projects a agreed, praising Hulyk
gsgﬂeEEfmm oo Al Afterward, another butwasonlyseekingone 148-36. and $3.69 million for the
pag man proposed a sub- this year and funding it Voters approved a sewer department.
stitute motion that through Capital. (To the significant amount of In non-fiscal items,

averaging $7700 (a figure
that’s 37 percent above
neighboring South-
bridge), he said. Those
hikes are hardest on the
quarter of the popula-
tion that’s over 65 and
the 42 percent that make
less than $100,000 a year,
he added.

“If we continue at the
rate we are right now,
many ... can no longer
afford to live in Stur-
bridge,” he said.

would have cut a cruis-
er ($110,000), the library
outdoor program space
($110,000) and a $61,500
utility vehicle and apply
the $281,500 in savings to
reduce the tax rate.

The resulting discus-
sion included the town
attorney saying that
money can’t go to tax re-
duction. Finance Chair
Kevin Smith added the
town normally buys two
cruisers in the budget,

proponent, today’s cruis-
ersare “too big” and “too
nice for Sturbridge.”)
Another person noted
the library project is ac-
tually required work to
bring its HVAC system
up to code.

When the substitute
motion came to a vote,
it was soundly defeated,
39-151. Immediately after
that, the original capital
proposal was approved
with no further debate,

other budgeting that
night, including $100,000
for roads (atop what it’s
receiving in Chapter 90
funding); $167,160 for
cable access; $210,691
for Sturbridge Tourist
Association; $210,646 for
the Betterment Commit-
tee; $500,000 for a new
library elevator; $222,000
for the Capital Stabiliza-
tion Fund; $100,000 for
OPEB; $1.82 million for
the water department;

they approved several
bylaw changes regard-
ing accessory dwelling
units, acceptance of a
new veterans’ tax ex-
emption, and a variety
of mostly housekeeping
items.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

LIONS

continued from page Al

and community leaders.
The Club meets twice a
month at The Overlook.
For more information
about Lions service pro-
grams or about becom-
ing a Lion, visit www.
thecharltonlions.com or
email thecharltonlions@
gmail.com.

BEYOND

continued from page A4

Church and forms of
worship.

In the book The Prac-
tice of the Presence of
God by Brother Law-
rence, who said “The
time of work does not
with me differ from the
time of worship; and in
the noise and clatter of
my Kkitchen, even while
several people are at the
same time calling out
for different things, I
commune with God in
as great a tranquility as
if I were upon my knees
in prayer in the holiest
cathedral.”

If our spiritual lives
are to thrive, and with
it our physical, mental
and emotional health,

our relationship with
God, through worship,

prayer, service, joyful
living — must be regular-
ly renewed.

Being mindful of God
and our fellow travelers
on the faith journey re-
quires commitment and
consistency regardless
of the setting — private
prayer time at home,
formal Sabbath services,
and Creative Churching.

It’s not a zero sum
game, either! Each offers
fundamental blessings
and benefits.

Weekly worship ser-
vices are a good place
to start, especially for
nurturing, guidance and
support on the journey.

But just like people of
faith aren’t one size fits
all, if we want to offer a

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
774-200-7308

broad range of worship,
fellowship and service
opportunities, other sa-
cred but different experi-
ences such as café Bible
services, sports and faith
activities, communi-
ty service events, faith
walks — alone or with
members of your con-
gregation, or ecumeni-
cal activities are worth
considering.

Consider the Prayer
Trail at Charlton City
United Methodist
Church, or the activities
available at St. Josephs
Parish, or Federated
Congregational all in
Charlton, or the church-
es from Putnam, Ct to
Sturbridge, Ma. Regard-
less of religious tradi-
tion, there’s creative
churching to be found.

I
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And, there are so
many opportunities to
have fun, do some good,
and share moments of
faith yet to be created,
shared, in addition to
Sabbath worship.

What are your
thoughts? Feel free to
share them with me and
maybe we can share
them in a follow up arti-
cle (robinccumcmedia@
gmail.com ). I've also got
some ideas brewing that
will be shared in a future
article.

“Creative church” —
because God, faith, fel-
lowship and service are
more than once a week
events; they are who we
are as people of faith in
the world.

S =D

Permitting and Engineering Manager
Town of Sturbridge, MA
Department of Public Works

Under the direction of the Director of Public Works, the Per-
mitting and Engineering Manager provides a variety of en-
gineering services to the Department of Public Works and
other Town departments. These services include permitting,
inspection, project management, subdivision control, storm-
water permitting compliance, and supervision and oversight
of the Town’s Geographic Information System (GIS). Starting
salary range is $74,991 to $86,935 based on experience.

Full details are available on the Town of Sturbridge website
How to Apply: Interested candidates should submit their re-

sume, cover letter, and Town Application to Heather Blakeley
at hblakeley@sturbridge.gov

FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Gentral
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Sturbridge
Fire Department

Firefighter/Paramedic

Starting base salary

$60,777 - $72,234
24 hour shift, 48 hours/week

Application and further details:

https://www.sturbridge.gov/your-government/

pages/job-opportunities

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,

Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
'LL COME TO YOU!

Sturbridge

Fire Department
Part-Time/
On-Call Firefighters
Min. req.: HS diploma/GED,
non-smoker, MA driver’s license
Starting $19.49 to $26.06, DOQ

Application and further details:
https://www.sturbridge.gov/your-government/

pages/job-opportunities

Advertising
Information

774-200-7308
email;
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

For

Call

DUDLEY
FOR RENT

2 bedroom,
well kept,
quiet neighborhood,
off street parking,

Call 774-230-7731

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE We accept CREDIT CARDS!"
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no
TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture -
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups,
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts,
pants, jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items -
high chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

BOY SCOUTTROOP 273

SPRING YARD SALE
Saturday, May 24th




www.StonebridgePress.com

Thursday-Friday, May 8-9, 2025 STONEBRIDGE PRESS *15

A

Mul“ ‘-ﬂ.

ol i,
'-

l

e
it

.ﬂ

REA_L ESTAT

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570

We Want s
Your Listings!

Y \
hope2o0wn.com >(
508.943.4333

Starnon Pelletien - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR

'1640’ FHONTAGE 11 61 AGRES' WATEHFH(]NT LANIlt> j<

(T NEW PRCE!! 1640’ direct

waterfront on Cedar Lake!
Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pris-
tine, Undeveloped, Private &
Serene! Potential for up to 5
house lots! 119’ roadfront w/
Gravel Drive Access to Land
& Lake! A Once in a Lifetime

Concept Plan. Wood Floonng Throughout
+ w/Ceramic Tile Floors in the 2-1/2 Baths.
pacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Clos-
& Private Full Bath w/5" Tiled Shower,
- Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/

| Slider. Basement-rough plumbed for future
expansion. FHA Heat & Central AC! Garage.

2 $649,900.

-l

WEBSTER - 25 LATER ST
| SORRY SOLD! |

Location! Location! This
Oversized & Well Main-
tained 2 Family offers
2,472 sf Total! Apt 1 >1st
Floor Unit >has 1,052 sf, 3
" BRs &1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd &
i 3rd Floor Unit has 2 levels
>1,420 sf, 5 BRs, 2 Baths.
S Corner lotw/.30 acre, Two

Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! Opportunity! $750,000
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelleticr
WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD Featwed Listing WEBSTER -
, Jlow Featined Listieg - \NEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LISTING! .22 COOPER RD.
4] EUENIEN SVE N S T | New Construction! 2nd of 4
W ol ontadan () Suag Harben Yilla a9 s i
| Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at this ?>.( } L E self in a New Craftsman Style
W Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 e ~
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Open -4 home - Tucked away on Cooper

ks

11' J.H‘

OPEN HOUSE!
SUNDAY
12 TO 2:00

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING ATIT’S FINEST' THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE VIL-
LA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS
> Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular

SR -

Rd. Near Webster Lake w/Access
!to Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 4
BRS., 2-1/2 Baths! Walkout slid-
= erfrom Basement. 2 Car Garage!
E $649,900

| Charming Property Located
.| ona Dead-End, Corner lot!!
00| Well Maintained 2-Bed,
| 1-Bath Ranch has Great
Features! 0.37 Sq Ft Lot!
Recent Kitchen Renovation
include. Central Air ~ Wood

Fireplace! 2-Car Garage
$329,000

NEW LISTING

Car Garage! Patio.

Seasons! It's more than a home - it's a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,150,000
$559,900

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Featuned 2 Weboter Latke Waterdront Lots

Webster Lake Waterfront Bates Pacet A

88 Union Point In Beautiful, Calm, 2ccete: (Coce

| Excellent o portumtg! Natural Western Facing Lot# 1003R Natural Level Shore line
| Shoreline- Beautiful Sunsets - Views of Middle to 3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 ON DEPOSIT
North Pond! 7,000 +/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Win- Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line
terized cottage Fireplaced living room ! 12 X 30 one 5000+/- Sqg Ft $350,000 ON DEPOSIT
car garage. Beautiful Pine trees at the water’s edge! Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line
$660,000 7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 ON DEPOSIT

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=&
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY- 2- BEDROOMS

e

i
..
L 8

* Easy Commute to

mman ) *1600 sq. ft. * Hardwood Floors
Rtes. 20, 395, 146, 290 MA Pike *Close to Golf Course, Shopping, Schools
*Central Air * 2 Car Garage *Update Kitchen
* Partially Finished Lower Level %374 Acre Lot

*1/2 Acre Lot w/ Town Water & Sewer
*24’ Living/Diningroom
*3 Bedrooms
1 West Hollow Lane $435,000

* 2- Car Attached Garage
* 20’ Familyroom
36 Center Rd $495,000

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

When “| SOLVE REAL ESTATE Mary Hicks Realtore / Sandi Grzyb
. PROBLEMS” Over 25 years experience! § I look forward to
EXpel'lel‘lce ReMax Professional Associates URY 1 WO RC E STE R_serving you in all of
% Licensed in MA & CT | estat
| N al!d We need properties to sell - any type! & NEH: TH 5 5 121 : z:::urreeasles N
commltment c°nrqd A"en " — - ° Buylng
Matter 508.400.0438 Direct: 508.612.4794 « Selling

Home Office: 508.867.2222

e Investin
www.maryahicks.com 9

ccllen1995@ao| com

Mary Vigliatura StolarczyR CENTURY 21! P
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame gElHAx A NAME AROUND FOR 774.230.3500|508.943.6960
== s0sci213s R E / M Ax OVER HALF A CENTURY candigroyh.aast com
/1‘:‘: RE/MAX  MESRealty.com ' 160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562 :
L Vision ty.com RE/MAX Professional Associates mhicks@c21ne.com 65 Southbridge Street
o - Mary@WillSellit.com

Each office is independently owned and operated. Auburn, MA 01501

Got Space7

we do.

LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE

1) What is the Homes for Heroes Rewards Program?
2) Information on Financing Program
and Buyer Representation

ERA Key Realty

ssssssssss SERVICES
Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771

Donnaflanneryrealtor.com

Contact Mikaela Today VER30 YEARS S PO et May 10th.°1 1am-12noon
774—200—7308 NATIONAL ERA FII\IA;:?('I"’:‘\:IEIICE FOR CUSTOMER = ( \ k) Reservatlons Suggested
mikacla@ wrsepm s o | ok (o o Call Jo-Ann 508-943-7669 +774-230-5044
ERA HALL OF FAME [ % CRS, GRI, SRES 'fl ReMaX Vision @ [E =y

508-943-7669 -
774-230-5044

25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

by

stonebridgepress.news

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Licensed in MA & CT|
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Schmidt’s art inspived by sun and forest

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

Gus Steeves
Christina Cirillo Schmidt.

Proudly Serving
the Community

1 ww.ron mess ' ufood

f

SOUTHBRIDGE
—To Christina Cirillo
Schmidt, pretty much
anything can be inspi-
ration for art. But if one
thing stands out in her
current Jacob Edwards
Library show, it’'s the
sun. As a woman.

Like many people, she
got into mythology read-
ing Edith Hamilton’s
classic book on the sub-

\\\\F/,

{RONNIE’S,

Route 31 Charlron Depot
Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11am to 8pm

ject. There, and in many
cultures, the sun is por-
trayed as and/or associ-
ated with male energy.
But Schmidt noted some
places see it as female,
and that resonated more
for her.

As she noted in de-
scribing a couple small-
er pieces about mush-
rooms, what matters to
her is “the relationship

Soft Service Ice Cream
Frozen Yogurt
Premium Hard Ice Cream
Specializing in
Fresh Fried Seafood
Indoor/Outdoor Seating!

=L

"‘; WE ACCEPT .“

MOST MAJOR

ﬁ CREDIT CARDS

FIND YOUR

BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR ALIMITED TIME ONLY

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

Crown Jewel by Sealy’ Jewel Nile
Queen Mattress Only

$399°

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House

Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

Q@

="~ QT
TEMPUR-PEDIC § FOSTER'

$799°

EARNS

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL " « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM

“Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Thanks for
giving us

115

Nobody makes it to their 175th year alone. We've

been a part of this community since before cars,

before elevators, before the Civil War. Generations

of community members have put their trust in us,

despite all the changes in the world, all the things

we’ve had to weather. And, together, we've come out

all the better for it. To say thank you for 175 years,

we're giving 175 gifts to the community this year.

We couldn’t have made it without you.

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.

mjcountrybank

Made to make a difference.

Member FDIC | Member DIF

Christina Cirillo Schmidt talks about one of her pressed-leaf pieces as Margaret Morrissey

records for Facebook Live.

Christina Cirillo Schmidt, second from left, and her husband Rob, far right, gather with their
family and a few friends.

(of) the sun giving the
nurturing life for the for-
est floor.” That’s a femi-
nine force, and in some
fairy tales, the heroine
goes into the forest and
transforms, she added.

Various forms of my-
thology pop up in her art.
Some are pretty obvious
— several female figures
crowned in the sun and/
or ferns, or the Russian
Baba Yaga witch’s hut
on chicken legs — others
are more symbolic. A lot
of her pieces focus on a
single animal or plant.
There are a few salmon
—asacred species among
several Native American
peoples, especially in
the Pacific Northwest,
and a transformation
symbol in Irish legends
of Taliesin. There are
edible and toxic mush-
rooms, which ecological-
ly transform dead things
into new life.

There are also several
ferns, her favorite plant;
she noted they represent
“a place I want to be, the
green of the woods and
green of the forest floor.”
She has several pieces
in which ferns, vari-
ous flowers, and other
plant material have been
pressed and preserved.

Like many artists, her
foray into art began as a
child. She doesn’t quite
know when, but she’d
see her grandfather
working in watercol-
ors, charcoal and other
things, making murals,
and told herself “I want
to do that. ... It’s so cool
to create a world.”

But Schmidt said she
didn’t have a typical art
studio background. In-
stead, her training is in
architectural drafting,
with some summer art
classes that have since
included creating her
own woodblock prints.
At University of Con-
necticut, she combined
drafting and visual arts
into creating theater
settings, literally “build-
ing a world,” and met
her husband Rob, with
whom she now has two
daughters. One of them
is already following in
her artistic footsteps.

“As an artist, you're
always transforming
something, and I get
interested in so many
things,” Schmidt said,
admitting she’s had to
sometimes rein herself
in to finish projects.

One of her favorite
art styles is woodblock

printing. She carves
it herself - sometimes
with a plan, sometimes
just on inspiration. An
example of the former
is “Medusa,” which she
described as “extreme-
ly challenging to get the
details in the wood.” One
of the latter is a much
simpler sun image. She
prints both, and vari-
ous other images, on all
kinds of surfaces.

“You can pretty much
transfer that image on to
anything with a steady
hand,” but she notes
she favors paper for it’s
“crisp, clean look.” By
contrast, she sees fabric
as “finicky.”

Inspired by nature,
she said she “appreci-
ates the tiny details of
things.” But she also
notes the medium is a lit-
tle tricky — “Some of the
finer details, you're not
always sure they’ll show
up” in the final print.

Some of those are
available for sale at the
library, and more are at
her website, marigol-
drose.art on Instagram.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
143 Eagle Street Ware $385 000

Super Cute Well Maintained Home That Was Completely Renovated In 2005.This 3 Bedroom
2 Full Bath Cape On A Nice Manageable Lot Features A Spacious Eat-In Kitchen With Quartz
Counter Tops And Hardwood Floor, Open Floor Plan, Dining Room With A Gas Fireplace &
Hardwood Floors. Nice Sun Filled Living Room With Propane Stove And Wall Of Windows. 1St
Floor Includes Full Bath With Jacuzzi Tub And Master Bedroom With A Huge Walk-In Closet.
2Nd Floor Has 2 Good Size Bedrooms And Another Full Bath. Highly Energy Efficient Heating
System With Central Air. Large Deck. 26X16 Heated 1 Car Garage W/16 Ft Ceiling, Additional
Space For Storage. Town Water And Sewer

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Opening New Doors For Families Everyday

lisajCaroniRealfEstate

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

WY, Vet Siast, O B4y Broeldild, MA 01508

(Gel 1508537158299

Seerdn InstantlyAhttpz/vmilisacarontcom
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