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Commupnity celebrates topping off
of new high school
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David Prouty High School Senior Class President Lauren Tutlis delivers a speech during the topping off ceremony of the new David Prouty High School.

Poetry reading and
book talk at Leicester
Public Library

LEICESTER — Tuesday, March 31 from
6 - 7:45 p.m., join former Poet Laureate,
two-time Pushcart nominee, and Lunar
Codex contributor — and home town boy
— Christopher Reilley to discuss his new
book “Pour Decisions: Notes from Behind
the Bar” and talks about writing, publishing,
editing, workshopping.

The event is free, no registration required.
Books available for sale at $3 off cover price,
and an additional $3 from every book sold
goes to the Friends of the Library.

This new poetry collection from Christopher
Reilley—a longtime bartender, former Poet
Laureate, Lunar Codex contributor, and two-
time Pushcart Prize nominee—offers a sharp-
ly observed portrait of American tavern life
as experienced from behind the bar. Rooted
in years of service across working pubs and
late nights, the collection traces the emotional
undercurrent of public life one conversation,
one pour, one closing shift at a time.

Rather than romanticizing nightlife, the
poems attend to the lived textures of the work
itself: fleeting intimacy, humor, grief, and
moments of unexpected grace. Bars emerge
not as spectacle but as civic interiors—places
where people arrive unguarded and language
becomes both refuge and currency. With a
voice shaped by literary discipline and sus-
tained labor, Reilley writes with a rare author-
ity grounded equally in craft and experience.

Early readers have praised the collection for
its restraint and clarity.

“Funny, bruised, and honest as hell,” wrote
one longtime bartender. Another called it
“working-class poetry at its best—unpreten-
tious, generous, and real.”

Reilley served as Poet Laureate of Dedham,
has work archived on the moon in the Lunar
Codex, and has twice been nominated for
the Pushcart Prize. Coincidentally, this book
launches on the second anniversary of the
Nova mission, the first to successfully land
on the moon. This collection extends a body
of work known for its attentiveness to place,
labor, and voice, positioning the barroom as a
vital site of contemporary American life and
the bartender as both witness and translator.

The book will appeal to readers of contem-
porary American poetry, working-class and
documentary writing, regional literature, and
oral-history-influenced verse. It is well suited
for literary festivals, university programming,
community readings, and cross-disciplinary
arts events.

More information is available at the
Library’s Web site: www.leicesterlibrary.org,
or call 508-892-7020.

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — The Spencer - East
Brookfield Regional School District held
a special celebration on March 2 for the
long-awaited topping off ceremony of the new
David Prouty High School.

Topping off ceremonies traditionally cel-
ebrate a project’s success and progress by
placing a beam, normally signed by numer-
ous stakeholders, at the building’s highest

point. The David Prouty beam included an
evergreen tree affixed to the beam as part
of the tradition meant to bring good luck to
the new building. District Superintendent Dr.
Paul Haughey started the short but cheerful
ceremony acknowledging the long road to
completing the project and the role the new
building will play in building future genera-
tions of learners.

“Today, we look up at the highest point

Turn To TOPPING OFF page A4

Leicester Elementary hosts
Community Reading Day

LEICESTER — To cel-
ebrate National Reading
Month, Leicester Elementary
School welcomed members

of the community into its
classrooms on March 11 for a
special Community Reading
Day, a morning dedicated to
sharing stories and celebrat-
ing a love of reading with
students.

The day began in the
school’s library, where com-
munity readers gathered for
coffee and pastries. During
the informal meet-and-greet,
participants introduced them-
selves, shared their roles in
the community, and had the
chance to connect with one
another before heading to
their assigned classrooms.

Each of the school’s 28 ele-
mentary classrooms was Vvis-

ited by a special guest reader.
Community members spent
time reading with students
and sharing their enthusiasm
for books, creating a memo-
rable experience for both the
children and the volunteers.

As the morning conclud-
ed, many readers expressed
how meaningful the experi-
ence had been and how much
they enjoyed spending time
with the students. Several
commented on how special it
felt to be welcomed into the
classrooms and to help foster
a love of reading.

Leicester  Elementary

Turn To READING page A4

North
Brooktield
officers
recognized
for role in
2025
shooting
investigation

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

NORTH  BROOKFIELD
— Almost a year to the day after
a pair of North Brookfield offi-
cers helped resolve a shooting
incident out of Southbridge, the
Southbridge Police Department
acknowledged their bravery and
quick response in a letter submit-
ted to the North Brookfield Police
Chief and Board of Selectmen.

Selectmen read the letter for the
public record during a meeting
on March 10 which recognized
North Brookfield officers Brent
Lavoie and John Francis for help-
ing locate a vehicle involved in a
shooting in Southbridge on March
13,2025. The letter was signed by
Southbridge Police Chief Shane
Woodson, who complimented the
two officers as fine examples of
their community department.

“The North Brookfield Police
Department should be proud to
employ officers of this quali-
ty. Officer Lavoie and Officer
Francis are a credit to your agen-
cy, and their efforts are appreciat-
ed and admired,” wrote Woodson.

The two North Brookfield
Officers jumped into action after
receiving a BOLO (be on the look-
out) that contained a description
of the suspect vehicle involved in
a shooting in Southbridge during
the night hours of March 13,2025.
They soon located the vehicle at a
residence in North Brookfield and
observed a firearm in the passen-
ger seat. According to an offi-
cial report from the Southbridge
Police in 2025, the vehicle was
then towed away to Southbridge
where officers discovered a hand-
gun, loaded magazines, and 25
rounds of ammunition.

However, the letter from
Woodson revealed another
important detail of the investiga-
tion which saw Officers Francis
and Lavoie remove even more
weapons from local streets.

“During further investigation,
Officers Lavoie and Francis
recovered the suspected firearm
used in the shooting, still inside
the vehicle. The also recovered
two semi-automatic rifles and
hundreds of rounds of live ammu-
nition inside the residence of the
registered owner of the vehicle,”
wrote Woodson.

Both officers were recognized
with a standing ovation during
the Board of Selectmen meet-
ing with the board members also
complimenting their commitment
to the job.

According to the official arrest
report from the Southbridge
Police Department last year, the
shooter was identified as Jose
Paredes of Southbridge who was
officially arrested on March 18,
2025 on charges of discharging a
firearm within 500 feet of a dwell-
ing, possession of a firearm with-
out a License to Carry, possession
of a loaded firearm without a
License to Carry, and unlawful
possession of ammunition.
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«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INCOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!
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i ‘WINDOWS AND SIDING . .
®

B+U+I*L*D+E*R 774-230-3967
774-230-3967 Quality Building Since 1985 WINDOWS
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS ¢ ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING

4 ROOFING # DECKS# WINDOWS ¢ DOORS ¢ AUTHORIZED HARVEY DEALER
¢ LICENSED & INSURED ¢ HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

‘\
v
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

CLUES ACROSS
1. Inclined to do 34. Slang for trucks with trailers
4. Sketches 36. Swiss river
10. Book of Chronicles (abbr.) 37. Exchange rate
11. Atomic #58 39. British School
12. Dorm official 40. College teacher
14. Small Eurasian deer 41. Foreign Service
15. Southern constellation 42. Horse gear
16. Workers’ groups 48. Cost to fly
18. Former 50. A salt or ester of boric acid
22. Excellent 51. Mocking
23. Romance language related to 52. One who bird-watches
Spanish 53. Concluding passage
24, Reference 54. A major division of geological time
26. Equally 55. Sodium
27. Dirty towels 56. A way to produce
28. A cargo (abbr.) 58. Soak
30. Ammunition 59. Laughed loudly and harshly
31. You get one in summer 60. Affirmative
CLUES DOWN
1. Moth species phalonidia 29, Payment (abbr.)
2. Quantum of energy 31. Cuisine style
3. Break the law 32. Genus of true flies
4. Location of White House 33. City in western France
5. Official cancellation of a decision 35. Arrogance
6. Where rockers work 38. One holding a position of
7. Cut of beef: __ mignon command
8. Nocturnal burrowing reptile 41. Weekday
9. Atomic #62 43. An evening party
12. Genus of evergreen subshrubs 44, Print errors
13. Flowering plant of the legume 45. Not good
family 46. Egyptian Sun god
17. Inches per minute (abbr.) 47. East German town
19. Tropical fruit 49. Olfactory property
20. Hot fluid beneath the earth's crust 56. Atomic #37

21. James __, painter 57. “Pollock™ actor Harris

25. Popular dessert
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Kindergarten registration
now open, free Integrated
Preschool available for
Leicester families

LEICESTER — The
Leicester School District
is pleased to announce
that Kindergarten regis-
tration is now open for
the 2026-2027 school
year. We are also excit-
ed to continue offering
tuition-free enrollment in
our integrated preschool
program for Leicester res-
idents.

Children who turn five
years old on or before
Aug. 31 are eligible to
enroll in Kindergarten
at Leicester Elementary
School. School hours
are 8:30 am. to 3 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
There is no registration
deadline, and families are
encouraged to register as
soon as possible to help
us prepare for the upcom-
ing school year.

To enter Kindergarten,
students must provide:

Proof of a lead screen-

ing with results

A physical exam dated
within 13 months of the
start of school

5 doses of Diphtheria,
Tetanus, and Pertussis
(DTaP)

4 doses of Polio

3 doses of Hepatitis B

2 doses of Measles,
Mumps, and Rubella
(MMR)

2 doses of Varicella
vaccine or documentation
of chickenpox disease

Families are invited
to attend Kindergarten
Information Night on
Wednesday, April 8, from
5-7 p.m. at the Leicester
Middle School Fine Arts
Center. The evening will
include an informative
presentation, a ques-
tion-and-answer session,
and a tour of Leicester
Elementary School. It is
a wonderful opportunity
for families to learn more

and begin building con-
nections within the school
community.

Registration  infor-
mation can be found at:
https://leicester.k12.
ma.us/for_parents/stu-
dent_registration.

In addition to
Kindergarten registra-
tion, Leicester is proud to
offer a tuition-free inte-
grated preschool program
for in-town residents.
Children who turn three
or four years old on or
before Aug. 31 are eli-
gible to apply. District
residents who qualify for
special education services
may begin attending once
they turn three, regardless
of the birthdate cutoff.

Children enrolling in
the preschool program
must be independently
toilet-trained (no diapers
or pull-ups), unless a spe-
cific special education

service requires other-
wise. Children who are
not yet independently
using the restroom during
the school day will need
to wait to begin the pro-
gram until they are devel-
opmentally ready.

More information about
the integrated preschool
program can be found at:
https://sites.google.com/
Ipsma.net/leicester-in-
tegrated-preschool?us-
p=sharing.

For questions about
Kindergarten or Preschool
registration, please con-
tact Leicester Elementary
School at (508) 892-7050.

We look forward to wel-
coming our newest learn-
ers and partnering with
families as they begin this
exciting educational jour-
ney in Leicester!

School District accepting
applications for Kindergarten

& Preschool

SPENCER — The
Spencer-East Brookfield
Regional School District
is now accepting
Kindergarten & Preschool
applications for the 2026-

2027 school year.
Kindergarten (for
children who  will

reach the age of five
years old by Aug. 31)
Letters were mailed out
last week to all families
that listed their eligible
child(ren) on the 2025
town census and emails
were sent to all resident
families that have a child
currently enrolled in our
Cubs’ Corner Preschool
program that will be of
age by the cut-off date.
Kindergarten is offered
at both Wire Village
School in  Spencer
and [East Brookfield
Elementary School in East
Brookfield. Students are
enrolled at the school in
their town of residence, in

WANTED TO BUY

accordance with District
policy. School hours are
8:25 am. to 2:45 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
There is no registration
deadline.

Medical forms must
be completed by a physi-
cian and must detail that
your child has been given
the following immuniza-
tions (including the dates
the immunizations were

given):
5 doses Diphtheria,
Pertussis, and Tetanus
(DTaP)

4 doses Polio

3 doses Hepatitis B

2 doses Measles,
Mumps, Rubella (MMR)

2 doses of Varicella
Vaccine or Chicken Pox
disease

Proof of Lead Screening

Vision and Hearing
Screenings

Cubs’ Corner Preschool
The Spencer-East
Brookfield = Regional

Antiques & Old Stuff

School District’s Cubs’
Corner Preschool will be
relocated to the all-new
preschool wing at David
Prouty High School start-
ing with the 2026-2027
school year. Our program
is an integrated preschool
with tuition-paying stu-
dents, as well as special
needs students. The res-
ident rate is $20/day for
half days and $40/day for
full days. The non-resi-
dent rate is $22.50/day for
half days and $45/day for
full-days.

Sessions will be filled
on a first come, first
served basis. The follow-
ing sessions are offered:

Monday/Wednesday/
Friday: AM, PM or Full
Day

Tuesday/Thursday:
AM, PM or Full Day

Monday-Friday: AM,
PM or Full Day

Preschool
Requirements

Age require-
ment: Those
attending a
tuition-based
preschool slot
must be three

Eligibility

«Bottles o Crocks oJugs ¢Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items «Watches o Typewriters eSewing Machines
« Tools « Radios » Clocks « Lanterns eLamps « Kitchenware
« Cookware «Knives «Hunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic
« Fire Dept « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396
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TO PLACE AN AD: SPENCER NEW LEADER
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(774) 200-7308

mikacla@stonebridgepress.news T

LEGAL NOTICES: FRANK G. GHILINSKI
(508) 909-4127 frank@salmonpress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES: BUSINESS MANAGER

RyAN CORNEAU
860-928-1818 xr. 102

ryan@salmonpress.news

KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103
kerri@stoncbridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL
obits@stoncbridgepress.news
CALL: 508-909-4149

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
Jiv DINICOLA
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jim@stonebridgepress.news

OR send to Spencer New Leader BRENEEEEERUBE

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550 508-909-4101
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(3) years old
by the Aug.
31 cut-off date
to be eligible
to attend the
current school

year. District
residents
that  qualify

for  Special
Education
services may
attend once
they turn three,
regardless  of
the birth date
cut-off.
Toilet
Training: All
tuition-based
preschool stu-
dents must be
reliably toilet
trained (no dia-
pers or pull-
ups) at the
start of school.
Children who
do not evidence
signs of reliable
toilet training
while in school
will be found
ineligible for
enrollment.

Registration process
All student registrations
are done online. If you
would like to regis-
ter your child to attend,
please complete the Pre-
Registration Form to
begin  the registra-
tion process and select
the 2026-2027 school
year. Once your form has
been approved, you will
receive an email with fur-
ther instructions to create
your PowerSchool online
parent portal account
where you will complete
all of the required enroll-
ment forms and upload
required documentation.
Families must provide a
birth certificate (original
or copy with a seal), most
recent physical/immuni-
zation records/lead test
(dated within one year of
school start date), and two
forms of proof of resi-
dency from the accepted
documents listed on the
address form. Tuition-
based preschool families
must submit a deposit
equal to one week’s tui-
tion to secure their child’s
spot.

If you do not have
access to the internet to
complete the forms, we
have a kiosk set up inside
the Student Services
office at David Prouty
High School for families
to use. An appointment
is required to ensure that
the kiosk will be avail-
able and a staff member
is present to assist. The
office is open for appoint-
ments Monday through
Thursday, between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Please call 508-885-
8515 (opt. 0) with any
questions, to schedule an
appointment or to provide
supporting documenta-
tion.

For more information
about the Spencer-East
Brookfield = Regional
School District and to
stay up-to-date on the
latest happenings across
the district, please visit
the website at www.
sebrsd.org, follow us
on Twitter and Facebook,
and download
the SEBRSD mobile app.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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JOY (Just Older Youth) Adventurers

184 SuTtTtOoN RD. )
WEBsSTER, MA

otfers journey through Canadian
Rockies & Pacific Northwest

PAXTON — This jour-
ney traces an unforgetta-
ble path from Canada’s
Pacific Coast deep into
the heart of the Rockies,
blending vibrant cit-
ies with some of North
America’s most awe-in-
spiring wilderness.
Beginning in Vancouver,
the adventure opens amid
coastal mountains, his-
toric neighborhoods, and
lush green spaces before
drifting across the Gulf
Islands to the charming
capital of Victoria. Here,
manicured gardens,
waterfront views, and
rich heritage set an ele-
gant pace.

The landscape soon
transforms as the route

climbs inland through
British Columbia’s dra-
matic highways toward
alpine terrain. Highlights
include the soaring pres-
ence of Mount Robson
and the pristine beauty
of Jasper National Park,
where glacier-fed lakes,
rugged peaks, and serene
wildlife encounters
define each moment. A
cruise on Maligne Lake
and time along the iconic
Icefields Parkway lead to
the immense Columbia
Icefield, offering rare
access to ancient glaciers
and sweeping mountain
vistas.

Further south, the tur-
quoise waters of Lake
Louise and the storybook

charm of Banff National
Park deliver classic
Rocky Mountain magic,
balancing outdoor explo-
ration with relaxed town
life. Crossing into the
United States, the jour-
ney continues through
the untamed grandeur of
Glacier National Park,
where alpine passes, his-
toric lodges, and cultur-
al storytelling reveal the
soul of the “Crown of the
Continent.”

The experience con-
cludes as forests and
mountains give way to
vineyards, lakes, and the
energetic waterfront of
Seattle. From coastal ele-
gance to icy glaciers and
iconic skylines, this trip

weaves together nature,
culture, and comfort into
a richly layered explo-
ration of western North
America.

Pricing: $7,625 per per-
son (double) - includes
14 days with 20 meals,
hotels, and all transfers
within tour; but does
not include airfare and
transportation to airport.
Pricing for airfare and
ground transportation to
airport will be finalized
soon, but plan for under

508.943.9722

- SPORTSMEN
CLuB

Annual
Ham Meat

Raffle

Sunday March 29,2025

1:00 pm

$1,000 per person. For
more information, contact
Bill Murwin at whmur-
win@gmail.com or by
phone 508-756-3193.

Free Admission and
Complimentary Food

Workshop13 highlights local musicians
with Singer Songwriter Series

WARE — Workshop13 is excited to highlight seven local and regional musicians in the
next session of their Singer Songwriter Series: Jason Wood, Samantha Herman, Morgan
Alyse, Valerie Newman, Jake Goldstein, Josh Noone, and our featured performer Peter
J. Newland. This event takes place in Workshop13’s Grand Hall at 13 Church St, Ware,
MA on Saturday, March 28. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and the performance begins at 7pm.
Tickets are priced on a sliding scale and are available at www.workshop13.org.

Enjoy photo ops, meet and greets, and great local music. Hot coffee, tea, beer, and wine
are available for purchase, and free popcorn is provided. The performance will feature
sound design by Brian Jyringi and be hosted by Amanda Meli and MC’d by Kevin Wherry.
Singer-songwriters will share their original songs and the stories behind them, “in the
round” style. This performance format brings a group of singer-songwriters together shar-
ing the stage, with each artist delivering songs one after another. After intermission, enjoy
a special featured performance by Peter J. Newland followed by a powerful second round,
a group curtain call, and a community meet-and greet with all performers.

Singer/songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Peter J. Newland formed the Springfield,
MA rock band FAT in 1969, which is still performing today. FAT released albums on RCA
and their own Dream Merchant Records and were signed to Atlantic Records by Ahmet
Ertegun and Jerry Wexler in 1980. Peter wrote all the songs on the FAT albums, collabo-
rating on several with other FAT members. In 1985, Peter moved to Nashville and worked
as a staff writer for Paul Overstreet and Fitzgerald/Hartley. He has had songs cut by Hank
Williams Junior, Colin Raye, Tracey Lawrence, Alan Jackson and others. He moved back
to Springfield in 2002. He performs locally and regionally with his original band FAT, his
rock quintet RadioX, and The Peter J. Newland Trio.

F‘amllg Dmmg & Gift Gunde

Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

-

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Come oninfora
delicious meal!

Don'tforget...
TAKEOUT is available!

On Vacation

Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & TAVERN

In addition to our full menu
| THE SALEM March 26-April 1.

SUNDAY SPEciAL $28.00 Reopenmg April 2.

FResH LocAL ROASTED TURKEY DINNER [L 1007 =
INCLUDES STUFFING, GIBLET GRAVY,
BUTTERNUT SQUASH, WHIPPED POTATO,

TOSSED SALAD AND A SUNDAE FOR DESSERT!
Turkey raised at Liberty Family Farms.
Every Sunday for as long as it lasts. Reservations are appreciated

Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4 8 Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
www.salemcrossinn.com (508)867-2345

Breakfast All Day

Lunch
ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

15 S. Main St., Leicester « 508-892-3222

Amazing
Stuffed

Crepes
Everyday!

Breakfast & Lunch « BREAKFAST ALL DAY
Daily Specials « Homemade Soups

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS

Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad
Hours: Wednesday—Friday 5:30am-12:30pm Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am Wed: Yankee Pot Roast
ONLINE ORDERING Thurs:  Corned Beef & Cabbage
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM [ §] Fri: Fish and Chips

31 Pleasant St., Spencer, MA
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days * 6:00am-2:00pm = =

Got Space?

we do.

- —
-

CHARLIES

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 3/20 & SATURDAY 3/21

SEAFOOD
TRIO

AFTER 5PM
HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

il 508-885-4033 F

Ol’dS www.charliesdiner.com

WASTE SERVICE
Your Local Roll-Off SpeC|aI|st

WINTER
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars

10-15-20 Yd. Construction Sites

508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA
en T Fully Insured

» Friday's Child # 4
¢ Iriday's Child &+ 4

Ana is mature, insightful, and in-
credibly understanding. They have a
thoughtful way of looking at the world
and bring a level of self-awareness that
truly stands out. Ana’s favorite colors
— black, blue, red, and white — reflect
their bold and expressive personality.
Ana enjoys staying active and taking
care of themselves. They participate
in kickboxing, practice yoga, and en-
joy spending time at the pool. Volley-
ball is a particular favorite, and they
would love more opportunities to play

Age 15 and continue building their skills in the
Registration #9008 sport. Creative and artistic, Ana ex-
presses themselves in many ways. They have a strong musical side and
can play the bass clarinet, showcasing both talent and dedication. Wheth-
er through athletics, art, or music, Ana brings passion and depth to the
things they love.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/22622764828
If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child.
Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not;
renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive
parent, you won't have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is com-
pletely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit
well with. To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mare-
inc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today
to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care.
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TOPPING OFF

continued from page Al

of this new, 21st century
David Prouty High School,
but our focus remains on
what’s happening on the
ground, the students. This
topping off ceremony is a
celebration of resilience. It
is a tribute to our students
who have adapted, perse-
vered, and showed immense
gratitude to the construction
teams working around them.
This new building is for
you. It is designed to foster,
challenge, inspire, and bring
about the next generation of
leaders in our communities,”’
Haughey said. “As we place
this final beam, we aren’t
just signing steel. We're
pledging to support the stu-
dents who walk these halls
for decades to come. This
is more than just a building.
It’s our community’s collec-
tive pride.”

The ceremony was attend-
ed by representatives from
the school district, the build-
ing committee, the Prouty
Student Council, proj-
ect leaders including the
involved construction com-
panies and the architectural
firm, as well as the town
administration. However,
possibly the most important
attendees were the students
who walked into the school
for the first time to start the
school year back in August
and have spent months
watching the remaining por-
tions of the building come to
fruition.

David Prouty High School
Senior Class President

Lauren Tutlis helped punc-
tuate the importance of this
project to the student body
in her speech, talking about
how the children played a
role in fighting for a new
learning space.

“Our class will forever
hold a unique place in history
— the first to graduate from
the brand-new David Prouty
High School. What makes it
even more special is we’re
kind of a bridge between the
two eras, the heart of the old
David Prouty and we get to
walk through the new halls
of the new Prouty,” said
Tutlis, who later discussed
how students attended town
meetings and held signs to
support the building of a
new school.

“Education is our future.
Having a space that reflects
the value of education sends
a powerful message to the
students, staff, and our entire
town. When friends and
family ask us how the new
school is, we don’t hesitate.
We proudly tell them how
beautiful it is and how we
enjoy being in school with
the new building and how
worth the wait it was.”

When students returned to
school in the fall, they were
welcomed by the first phase
of the new building project,
which included classrooms
and a gym. Construction has
continued on a new auditori-
um, cafeteria and other facil-
ities during the school year
minimizing interruptions to
education while allowing
students to see the project
progress right before their
eyes.

READING

continued from page Al

School Principal Tracy
Steiger and  Assistant
Principal  Katie  Ford

expressed their gratitude for
the strong community sup-
port. They noted how fortu-
nate the school is to be part
of a community that consis-
tently shows up for its stu-

dents and values opportu-
nities to connect with them.

Events like Community
Reading Day highlight
the positive relation-
ship between Leicester
Elementary School and the
broader Leicester commu-
nity, while reinforcing the
importance of reading and
shared experiences in stu-
dents’ lives.

[eicester Senior
Citizens Club
launches mem-

bership drive

LEICESTER — The Leicester Senior Citizens Club is
a group of older adults that meets at the Leicester Senior
Center twice a month. The club is looking to attract new
members from all the area towns and cities.

The group meets on the first and third Tuesday of each
month. Meetings begin at 10 a.m. At the conclusion of
each meeting, there is a scheduled form of entertainment or
informational presentation.

The Leicester Senior Citizens Club is linking older
adults with each other, and to opportunities that improve
their health, well-being, and sense of community. It is the
club’s way of reducing the effects of isolation. We want to
offer special programs beyond normal hours, and we need
input and ideas from new members to help get us there.
Membership is open to all individuals aged 60 and older.
The cost to join is $10 for an annual membership.

To learn more about the membership drive or to sign up,
please visit the Leicester Senior Center at 40 Winslow Ave.,
Leicester, during operating hours (Monday through Friday,
9 am. - 2 p.m.), or call David Wood, Program Director at
the senior center, at (508)-892-7016.

Donations needed

for Community
Baby Shower

LEICESTER — Organizers are seeking donations for the
Leicester Regional Public Health Coalition’s Community
Baby Shower for expectant parents coming up May 7 from
1-4 p.m. at the Leicester Town Hall Gym, sponsored by
Walmart, Hannaford, Deja New, and C.A R .E. Leicester.

Items needed include diapers (newborn to size three),
baby wipes, rash cream, clothing (onesies), sleepers, sleep
sacks, hats, socks, and newborn outfits), hygiene & health
items such as baby wash, shampoo, lotion, manicure sets,
thermometers, and hand sanitizers), feeding equipment
(bottles), formula, burping cloths, bibs, nursing pads, and
pacifiers), gear & bedding (swaddle blankets, crib sheets,
pack ‘n plays, strollers, and car seats), and safety items such
as outlet covers and cabinet locks.

Donation drop-off bins are located at the Leicester Public
Library, Town Hall, Senior Center, and Deja New.

LEGALS

West Brooktield
Historical
Commission
announces 2026
scholarship

WEST BROOKFIELD — The West Brookfield Historical
Commission is pleased to announce its 2026, 15th annual
scholarship in the amount of $2,000. Qualified students
must reside in West Brookfield and may attend Quaboag
Regional High School, or be school- choice students, home
schooled students, and independent school students.

This award is made possible through the J. Irving and
Jane L. England Charitable Trust.

Application criteria:

The students must be planning to attend either a four-year
college/university program or a two-year college with the
intent to transfer to a four-year college. The Commission
will show preference to study plans with concentration on
History and History-related areas. Major or minors may
include Political Science, Social Studies, Anthropology,
Archaeology, Historical Preservation, Museum Studies, and
Education in any of these related fields.

Applicants must submit a brief essay based on one of
the Notable Persons or Significant Places listed on the
application. All necessary information will be found on the
West Brookfield Historical Commission website. http://
westbrookfield.org

Essays are due no later than April 6.

E-mail- info@westbrookfield.org

Mail: West Brookfield Historical Commission, PO Box
372, W. Brookfield, MA 01585.

The application and details can be found on the Historical
Commission Web site, http://westbrookfield.org.

Leicester Knights of
Columbus to hold
ham raffle

LEICESTER — Leicester Knights of Columbus, located
at 91 Manville St., Leicester, will have a Ham Raffle on
Sunday, March 29. Doors open at 11 a.m., and games begin
at noon. Game cards are 50 cents each. Prizes include
hams and gift cards. 50/50 Raffle and other raffles are also
included.

This is a family friendly event.

Worcester Probate

Brookfield Planning Board
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with M. G. L.,
Chapter 40A, Section 5 and the provi-
sions of the Brookfield Zoning Bylaws
Section 13.D, the Brookfield Planning
Board will hold a Public Hearing on
proposed amendments to the Town of
Brookfield Zoning Bylaw concerning a
temporary moratorium on permitting of
Battery Energy Storage Systems.

The hearing will take place
on Wednesday, April 8, 2026, in the
Banquet Hall of Brookfield Town Hall, 6
Central St., Brookfield, MA, starting at
6:45 pm or as soon thereafter as can
be heard. Meeting details and agenda
will be posted at www.mytowngovern-
ment.org/01506. A copy of the pro-
posed amendments may be inspected
at the office of the Town Clerk at
Brookfield Town Hall during normal
business hours.

Kevin Erkkila, Chair

Brookfield Planning Board
March 20, 2026
March 27, 2026

(SEAL) COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT Docket 24 SM 004226
ORDER OF NOTICE To: MELISSA
BARRETT-THOMAS, AS TRUSTEE
OF THE BROWN STREET REALTY
TRUST and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901
(et seq): Lakeview Loan Servicing
LLC, claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real property in
Spencer, numbered 19 Brown Street,
given by Melissa Barrett-Thomas and
Leroy Thomas to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Prospect Mortgage, LLC, dated
December 29, 2016, and recorded in
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 56545,
Page 291, and now held by plaintiff
by assignment, has/have filed with
this court a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status. If you now
are, or recently have been, in the active
military service of the United States of
America, then you may be entitled to
the benefits of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act. If you object to a fore-
closure of the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and answer in this court at Three

Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 Attest:
on or before April 20, 2026, or you may Deborah J. Patterson
lose the opportunity to challenge the Recorder

foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-
ance with the Act. Witness, GORDON
H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court
on March 4, 2026. Attest: Deborah
J. Patterson Recorder 24-013446
March 20, 2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEAL TH OF
MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket No. 26 SM 000806
ORDER OF NOTICE
TO:

Steven M. Barry Elise D. Barry

and to all persons entitled to the
benefit of the Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901

(et seq):

Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken
Loans, LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans Inc.
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property
in East Brookfield, numbered 128
North Street, given by Steven M.
Barry and Elise D. Barry to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for
1st Alliance Lending, LLC, its suc-
cessors and assigns, dated May 25,
2017, and recorded in Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 57166, Page 202,
as affected by a Loan Modification
Agreement dated September 30,
2022, and recorded at said Registry
of Deeds in Book 68488, Page 116,
and now held by the Plaintiff by
assignment, has/have filed with
this court a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service
of the United States of America,
then you may be entitled to the ben-
efits of the Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act. If you object to a foreclo-
sure of the above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and answer in this court at
Three Pemberton Square, Boston,
MA 02108 on or before 04/27/2026
or you may lose the opportunity to
challenge the foreclosure on the
ground of noncompliance with the
Act.

Witness Gordon H. Piper Chief
Justice of this Court on 3/6/2026

March 20, 2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

TO:

Heirs, Devisees and Legal

Representatives of the Estate
Manuel Zink, Susan Swan alk/a
Susan S. Zink, Jennifer Alden Zink
and Jonathan Peter Swan Zink a/k/a
Jonathan Zink,

ORDER OF NOTICE

Docket Number: 26 SM 000800
and to all persons entitled to the
benefit of the Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50
§3901 (et seq.:)
Argolica, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Spencer, 98 Clark Road, given by
Manuel Zink, , and to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as Nominee for Prospect
Mortgage, LLC, dated 07/22/2011,
and recorded at the Worcester
(Worcester District) County
Registry of Deeds in Book 47638,
Page 320, has/have filed with this
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service
of the United States of America, then
you may be entitled to the benefits
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act. If you object to a foreclosure
of the above-mentioned property on
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance
and answer in this court at Three
Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before_
4/20/2026 or you may lose the oppor-
tunity to challenge the foreclosure on
the ground of noncompliance with the
Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief
Justice of this Court on _3/9/2026
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
March 20, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No.WO26P0652EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:
Vera Heide Eberhardt
Date of Death: 11/13/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by David
Kuiper-Moore of Huntington IN re-
questing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
David Kuiper-Moore of Huntington
IN be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
04/07/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: March 05, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

March 20, 2026
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Nomination papers
for Brookfield town

Friends of the Leicester Library
to hold plant sale

LEICESTER — The Friends of the Leicester Public Library will host a Plant Sale during Library hours begin-

election due March 16

able. Cash or checks only.

ning March 19 - 26 at the Leicester Public Library. A variety of houseplants, herbs and other flora will be avail-

Donations of plants are gladly accepted any time the library is open before the sale. Varieties include monstera,

BROOKFIELD — Brookfield will hold its Annual Town
Election Monday, May 4, with polls open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at
Town Hall, 6 Central St.

Nomination papers for the Brookfield Annual Town Election are
available until the March 16 filing deadline at the Town Clerk’s
Office. The following offices and terms are open to candidates:

Moderator (1 Year Term)

Select Board (3 Year Term)

Assessor (3 Year Term)

Planning Board (5 Year Term)

Planning Board (4 Year Term)

Elementary School Committee (3 Year Term)

Water Commission (3 Year Term)

Board of Health (3 Year Term)

Trustee For Merrick Public Library (2 - 3 Year Term)

Cemetery Commissioner (2 Year Term)

Cemetery Commissioner (3 Year Term)

Town Collector (3 Year Term)

directly supports Library programs.

Monday, March 16, 5 p.m.

Last day to obtain and return nomination papers (49 days before
election)

Monday March 30, 5 p.m.

Last day for registrars to certify Nomination Papers: (35 Days
before election)

Monday, March 30, 5 p.m.

Last day for
(Letter to the Town Clerk)

Please note you can now register to vote online at: https://www.
sec.state.ma.us/ovr/.

candidates to withdraw

Christmas cactus, spider plants, Swedish ivy, string of pearls, string of turtles, and other favorites. All money raised

[=Yuabbin

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Quabbin Regional School District

Should be YOUR CHOICE for School Choice.

Quabbin Regional Middle High School is hosting a
Prospective Middle
and High School Students

School Choice Open House for Grades 6-12

Celtic traditions

THURSDAY, APRIL 2ND 6:00 - 8:00 PM

come to life at Old

The night will feature information on:

+ Innovation Pathways Program including .
Advanced Manufacturing, Information
Technology and Business & Finance

Sturbridge Village

STURBRIDGE — Celtic traditions will come to life at Old
Sturbridge Village>s annual Celtic Celebration this March with
live music, traditional dance performances, storytelling, and for the
first time, the chance to meet two Scottish Highland calves visit-
ing from Moonlit Run Farm in Barre.

+ Rich STEM offerings including robotics,
biotechnology, cybersecurity, Project Lead
The Way, Artificial Intelligence,
Horticulture

IB (International Baccalaureate) World
School Diploma Programme

+ AP (Advanced Placement) Courses

+ Comprehensive World Languages
including American Sign Language

+ Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training

Corps (NJROTC)

+ Award winning performing and visual arts
programs including music, drama, arts,
video production and digital design

Throughout the weekend of March 21-22, visitors will learn
about Irish and Scottish history and the ways they shaped 19th-cen-
tury New England. They will be treated to a host of Celtic traditions
including fiddle tunes, bagpipes, and musicians alongside a variety
of demonstrations and activities, including: + Athletics, Clubs & Activities

Irish poetry readings and folk tales

Harp performances by Cate Mahoney on Saturday and Shelley
Otis on Sunday

Play Rounders (an Irish game similar to baseball)

A Celtic magic show with magician Daniel GreenWolf & Bella

A step dancing performance by the Inishfree Dance School

Character presentations about an immigrant’s experience in early
New England

website: WWW.qrsd.org
OR EMAIL: schoolchoice@grsd.org

Celtic Celebration is sponsored by Southbridge Credit Union.
This event will occur on March 21 and 22 from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and is included with general daytime admission or Village mem-
bership. To learn more, or to purchase tickets, visit osv.org/event/
celtic-celebration.

WEEKLY
POLICE
BLOTTER

Spencer

The Spencer Police Department reported
the following arrests during the week of
March 4-10.

Frederick O.Cook,age 27,0f Framingham
was arrested on March 9 for Operating
Under the Influence (Liquor) and Negligent
Operation of a Motor Vehicle.

A 28-year-old male from Spencer was
taken into protective custody for intoxica- \
tion on March 10.

Juan Robles,

VI(

SSITE (CA\N\\QI

age 18, of Worcester

. FULL Full Auto Bod
was arrested on March 10 for Disorderly MARINIE DETAILING & Automotive Regair
Conduct and Disturbing the Peace. ¥ ) — k= Inside & Out

0il Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires

Leicester Check Engine Light

The Leicester Police Department reported
the following arrests during the week of

Batteries & Featuring;

March 5-11. s Antifreeze Testing ~All Major Brang
Anthony James Urraca, age 26, of %ﬁ Free w/oil change ~ ¥ame Tires

Leicester was arrested on March 5 for
operating a motor vehicle after suspension
of license and operating a vehicle with No
Inspection Sticker.

An individual whose identity has been
withheld from publication received a sum-
mons in lieu of arrest for operating a motor
vehicle after suspension of license, operat-
ing a vehicle with No Inspection Sticker,
and operating a motor vehicle after suspen-
sion of registration. A second individual
received a summons in lieu of arrest for
operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle.

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

B== 508-867-9736 K

TOPS b Interlor Se COVCI'S
Marc Bouvier 508-867-8072

Young’s

Tree

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References
Workmans Comp Insured

¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental 'ﬁ\ Y
* Hazardous Tree Removal 2

Service

Timothy Stolhberg Tyler, Jr., age 38, « Stump Grinding L
of Spencer was arrested on March 11 for « Bohcat Rental j,,g
operating a motor vehicle after suspension e (ali71 . Reif
of license, operating a vehicle with No Sp CCIH'IIZIHg * Lot Clearing ’*.,-—;1_

e Storm Clean-up
¢ Firewood $265/cord (2 cord m|n)
e Astroturf For Sale

¢ Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175
e 7= ~= i A0

—

Inspection Sticker, and Possession of a
Class A Drug.

Amnong Lionel Mairo, age 18, of
Worcester was arrested on March 11 for
operating a motor vehicle after suspension ’
of license and driving at a rate of speed |Fully Insured

In Dangerous Trees”

35+years’ experience

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358

n_

BBB

Quabbin Regional Middle/High School
800 South Street, Barre, MA 01005 978-355-4668

To schedule a campus visit or for more information please visit our

+ Opportunities for paid & unpaid
internships

Families new to
Quabbin please
R.S.V.P. to

Jessica Bennett, Executive
Assistant to the Superintendent

jbennett@qrsd.org
(978) 355-4668 ext. 8500

EOE: Quabbin Regional School District’s Policy of nondiscrimination will extend to students, staff, the general public and individuals with whom it does
business; and will apply to race, color, national background, religion, sex, disability, economic status, political party, age, handicap, sexual orientation,
gender identity, homelessness and other human differences.

OVID

r"Quallty counts S

when no one o4

is looking.” 'BBB.
Asphalt paving

for over 50 years!

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ESTABLISHED 1963 & =7
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured * Owner/Operator J
CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS . |

: o A

e =) )

House Clean Outs * Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics

Whole Houses ¢ Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass
Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

exceeding the posted limit. Free Estimates
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“The Secret World of Elephants” exhibit now
open at the EcoTarium!

WORCESTER
— “The Secret World of
Elephants” exhibit opened
at the EcoTarium on March
7, with a special Opening
Day celebration. As the
inaugural exhibition in the
Museum’s new Stoddard
Exhibition Hall, the exhibit
invites visitors to explore

the remarkable lives, abil-
ities, and history of the
world’s largest land mam-
mals, and reveals new sci-
entific insights into how
elephants think, commu-
nicate, and shape entire
ecosystems, as well as the
urgent challenges they face
today.

marks  the
first time  Worcester,
Massachusetts, is able to
be the host city for a large-
scale national science exhi-
bition, thanks to the new
Stoddard Exhibition Hall,”
said Noreen Johnson Smith,
President & CEO of the
EcoTarium. “The 8,000

“Today

square foot Stoddard Hall
features 16-foot high ceil-
ings and flexible IT and
electrical infrastructure to
support modern, immersive,
tech-driven  exhibitions.
The kind of exhibits you
could only find in Boston
or New York City or at the
Smithsonian in Washington

A night of harmony and hope

JAK-L. FOUNDATION TO HOST DUELING PIANOS IN AUBURN

Courtesy

The members of the JAK-L Foundation. Front row, from left: David Boucher, Christine Afful, Joy Kochinskas, Devon Renfro, Steve
Kochinskas. Second Row, from left: Karen Sisko, Kathy Konkol-Saad, Kim Sterczala, Shirley Shepardson, Kerry Bielicki, Ruth Cahill,

Laurie Boucher

AUBURN — Get ready
to sing, dance, and make
a difference. On Saturday,
May 2, the local community
will gather at J. Anthony’s
Italian Grill for a high-ener-
gy “Dueling Pianos” event
presented by the JAK-L
Foundation.

The evening promises
a vibrant blend of music
and laughter, but the mis-
sion behind the melodies is
deeply personal. Proceeds
from the event will directly
support youth mental health
and suicide prevention pro-
grams within the local com-
munity.

Turning pain into purpose

The JAK-L Foundation
was established in 2023 by
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Ford F-150s

Choose from 6! 2022/23/24

from 346,999.' #TU11693R

Ford Escapes choose from 10!
2023/24/25 « Hybrid, Active, and ST-Line

from 826 999! ...,i6s
Lincoln Corsair choose from 2!

2022 - Reserve - fully loaded and low miles

335, 999.’ #TUT1480R

Ford Explorers choose from 3!
XLT's, 4x4's -

from 331 999! vz
_2023 Ford Bronco “Heritage Edition”

° Robin's egqg blue, Sasquatch, VB, loaded

s58 999. #TUTIBBIR
2024 Ford Transit T250

Save Thousands!

President Joy Kochinskas.
For Kochinskas, a local
salon owner and stylist for
more than 25 years, the
cause is an intimate one.
After losing her sister to
suicide in 2017, she became
a dedicated advocate, par-
ticipating in the “Out of the
Darkness” walks for years
before founding the JAK-L
Foundation to create a more
direct impact on mental
health awareness.

“I'm hoping to make
more of an impact on the
mental health society,”

Kochinskas said regarding
the foundation’s mission.
Alongside an active event
committee, the foundation
is working to transform

how the community dis-
cusses and supports mental
wellness.

Event details

The event kicks off at
8:00 PM, though support-
ers are encouraged to arrive
early.

When: Saturday,
May 2
Time: 8 — 10 p.m.
(doors open at 7:30 p.m.)
Where: .
Anthony’s Italian Grill, 917
Southbridge St., Auburn
Admission: $35 per
person (plus fees)

Pro-Tip: Guests who
enjoy dinner at J. Anthony’s
prior to the show will
receive priority seating for
the performance.

Community support

The success of the JAK-L
Foundation is driven by a
dedicated team of volun-
teers. The event committee
includes David Boucher,
Christine  Afful, Joy
Kochinskas, Devon Renfro,
and Steve Kochinskas.
Supporting the front lines
are team members Karen
Sisko, Kathy Konkol-Saad,
Kim Sterczala, Shirley
Shepardson, Kerry Bielicki,

Ruth Cahill, and Laurie
Boucher.
By attending, guests

aren’t just buying a ticket to
a show —they are helping to
“spark meaningful change”

for local youth who may be A

struggling in silence.

If “Great Service” still mean

something (0 your...

low miles

4 door Cargo Van, VB, automatic, 19k miles

s35 995 H#TUNB37

» On-site Finance Department « Extended Warranty Options o ‘b‘v

It’s at I amoureux!

2024 Genesis GV80

3.5 Prestige, loaded,

ss' 999. #TU11656

DC are now available right
here in Worcester.”

The EcoTarium wel-
comed distinguished guests
to the opening ceremony
of “The Secret World of
Elephants,” including
Senator Michael Moore;
EcoTarium Board Chair
Joseph Bartulis; Trustees
Ray  Quinlan, Harry
Kokkinis, and Dr. Flo
Tseng; and longtime sup-
porters, community leaders,
and friends Judy Stoddard
King, Barbara Merolli,
Sarah Ribeiro, Cynthia
Pitcher, and Linda Robbins.
EcoTarium Corporators,
staff, and visitors also joined
the celebration to mark this
momentous occasion.

Following the ceremony,
visitors excitedly formed
a line, and then the doors
to Stoddard Hall opened
to reveal this magnificent
exhibit!

“As we enter our third
century of continuous
operation as a science and
nature museum, we are
singularly focused on our
guests: the curious, the stu-
dious, the explorers, the

passionate science students,
and lifelong learners who
are eager to discover and
learn more,” said Smith.
“The Elephant exhibit will
inspire everyone to learn

low miles

2023 Chevy Tahoe “LT”

5.3/V8, 4x4, low miles

from 856,988.' #TUN596

2023 Mitsubishi Edge “SE”

AWD, roof, low miles

from 322,999.' #TU11690
2023 BMW XI-SUV

Navigation, roof, heated seats, 43k miles

ss' 499 H#TUN714R o
2022 Audi A4 “Premium Plus” o5

AWD, Turbo, heated seats

ss', 999.’ #CUBO33R

2025 Nissan Sentra choose from2r  °

SVs, automatic, low miles

szz 999. #CUBO37R

Choose from over 50 Quality Fully Serviced Vehicles! .

more about these beautiful
creatures who roam the for-
ests of Southeast Asia and
the savannahs of Africa.”

Featuring life-size mod-
els, including a scientifical-
ly accurate woolly mam-
moth, touchable teeth casts,
multimedia experiences,
and interactive displays, the
exhibition highlights ele-
phants’ extraordinary sens-
es and behaviors. Visitors
can discover how elephants
“hear” with their feet, use
the 16 muscles in their
trunks, and maintain com-
plex social bonds.

The exhibit also explores
the long relationship
between elephants and
humans, from their roles in
war and work to their pres-
ence in religion and cul-
tural symbolism. Notable
objects on display include
Vietnamese puppets of the
legendary Trung sisters and
a large figure of the Hindu
god Ganesh.

The exhibit will run
through Sept. 7. Visitors
can learn more, view ticket
timeslots, and get tickets on
the EcoTarium Web site.

The Secret World of
Elephants is organized by
the American Museum of
Natural History, New York
(amnh.org).

o
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From silver medals to success

BAY PATH ALUMNA MOREEN BARBER ACHIEVES MILESTONE RN STATUS

Moreen Barber

CHARLTON — In a journey defined
by academic excellence and a deep-seated
commitment to patient advocacy, Moreen
Barber of Natick (formerly of Worcester)
has officially reached the pinnacle of her
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Devereux Therapeutic
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

nursing education. This March, Barber
achieved a major career milestone, pass-
ing the NCLEX-RN on her very first
attempt—a feat that follows her gradua-
tion from the Advanced Placement LPN
program at Quinsigamond Community
College (QCC).

For Barber, the road to becoming a
Registered Nurse began in Charlton at the
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy. A
standout member of the PN Class of 2022,
she was recognized early on for her clini-
cal sharpness and competitive spirit, earn-
ing a Gold Medal in Medical Terminology
at the SkillsUSA District level and a Silver
Medal at the State level.

A foundation in excellence

Barber’s time at Bay Path was marked
by more than just high marks; it was
defined by service. From serving as an
officer for the UNICEF Club to volun-
teering at community health clinics and
middle school screenings, she consistently
looked for ways to apply her skills beyond
the classroom.

After passing her NCLEX-PN on the
first try in September 2022, Barber imme-
diately entered the workforce, gaining
vital experience in rehabilitation and geri-
atric care at Marlborough Hills and later at
Eliot Rehabilitation in Natick. Even while
working as a dynamic LPN, she remained
focused on her goal of advanced practice.

A full-circle moment

In December 2025, as she prepared to
graduate with her Associate in Science
in Nurse Education from QCC, Barber
reached out to retired Academy Director,
Dr. Gretheline Bolandrina, with a heartfelt
invitation: “I’'m kindly inviting you to
attend my pinning ceremony at QCC. This
has been a long journey starting with you
at Bay Path. Please join me in celebrating
this achievement. You are a blessing to
me.”

The pinning ceremony served as a
bridge between her foundational training
at Bay Path and her future as a Registered
Nurse. During her clinical rotations at
St. Vincent’s Hospital (Maternity), and
UM ass, Barber was praised for her critical
thinking and her ability to coordinate com-
plex care plans in emergency and surgical
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Skills for the future

With a robust clinical toolkit that
includes certifications in Dementia Care,
Mental Health First Aid, and Infusion
Therapy, Barber brings a high level of
expertise to the nursing field. Her back-
ground in end-of-life care, surgical recov-
ery, and quality improvement makes her
a vital asset to the Central Massachusetts
healthcare community.

As she transitions into her new role as an
RN, Barber continues to embody the spirit
of the “lifelong learner.” With a proven
track record of enhancing patient outcomes
and a dedication to ethical practice, her
journey serves as an inspiration to nursing
students across the Commonwealth.
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EDITORIAL

A beam raised, a
community lifted

There are moments in the life of a com-
munity when progress becomes visible in
a very real way. On March 2, residents of
Spencer and East Brookfield experienced
one of those moments when the Spencer—
East Brookfield Regional School District
marked the topping off of the new David
Prouty High School.

A topping off ceremony is a longstanding
construction tradition. The final beam, often
signed by those involved in the project, is
raised to the highest point of the structure.
An evergreen tree, symbolizing good luck
and continued growth, is often attached as
the beam is placed.

But while the ceremony may be rooted in
construction tradition, the meaning behind it
goes far deeper.

The beam raised at David Prouty High
School represents years of conversation,
planning, debate, and ultimately commit-
ment by the community. Major school con-
struction projects are rarely quick or simple.
They require patience, persistence, and trust
that the investment will benefit generations
to come.

What made the Prouty ceremony particu-
larly meaningful was the recognition that the
building itself is not the ultimate goal. The
goal is the students.

Superintendent Dr. Paul Haughey cap-
tured that sentiment during the ceremo-
ny when he reminded attendees that while
the community looked up at the building’s
highest point, the real focus remains on the
students learning inside.

That perspective matters.

Schools are more than structures of steel,
brick, and glass. They are places where
young people discover interests, test ideas,
develop friendships, and prepare for the
responsibilities of adulthood. The environ-
ment in which those experiences take place
can make a significant difference.

For years, many residents recognized that
the previous David Prouty High School
building was showing its age. Like many
mid-20th century school buildings across
Massachusetts, it served generations well
but eventually reached the point where ren-
ovation and modernization were necessary.

Replacing or rebuilding a school is never
an easy decision. It involves significant
financial commitment from taxpayers and
often requires multiple rounds of public dis-
cussion and voter approval.

That is why the image of students attend-
ing town meetings and holding signs in
support of the new school carries particu-
lar meaning. The people who will benefit
most directly from the investment were not
passive observers. They became part of the
conversation.

Senior Class President Lauren Tutlis
spoke about that connection during the cer-
emony, noting that her class stands in a
unique position. They carry the memories of
the old Prouty while also experiencing the
promise of the new one.

That bridge between generations is some-
thing many communities understand well.
School buildings often become landmarks
that tie together decades of shared experi-
ences. Alumni remember classrooms, ath-
letic fields, concerts, and graduation cere-
monies. Families see siblings, cousins, and
neighbors pass through the same halls.

The new Prouty building will eventually
become part of that same tradition.

It is also worth noting the thoughtful
approach taken during construction. By
opening portions of the building while other
sections continue to be completed, the dis-
trict has allowed students to remain part of
the daily life of the school while minimizing
disruptions to their education.

Students have been able to watch the
building rise around them, seeing firsthand
how a major project comes together piece
by piece. In its own way, that has become a
learning experience as well.

The topping off ceremony marks an
important milestone, but it is not the fin-
ish line. The final phases of construction,
including the auditorium and cafeteria, will
continue to take shape in the months ahead.

Still, the beam now standing at the build-
ing’s highest point sends a clear message.

The Spencer and East Brookfield com-
munities made a decision to invest in their
future. They chose to provide students with
a modern learning environment designed to
support the next generation of teachers, art-
ists, athletes, scientists, and leaders.

Years from now, most people will not
remember the details of the construction
schedule or the debates that took place
during planning. What they will remember
are the students who walked those halls, the
teachers who inspired them, and the oppor-
tunities that began inside those classrooms.

A beam of steel may mark the highest
point of a building.

But the real measure of success will be the
young people who grow within it.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

When Leicester shows up, we are powerful

To the Editor:

Something powerful happened in
Leicester last [week].

Our Democratic caucus filled the room
at the Leicester Public Library with ener-
gy, purpose, and something that has been
missing from too many places lately:
people showing up for each other and for
democracy.

If you weren’t there, you missed a night
that reminded all of us why this work
matters.

Last year, our caucus was small. This
year, the room was nearly five times
larger. Neighbors, new faces, longtime
Democrats, first-time participants —
people came because they believe this
moment matters and that our town has a
role to play in shaping the future.

And the momentum in the room was
unmistakable.

We were honored to welcome repre-
sentatives and speakers from across the
Democratic community, including a rep-
resentative from Jim McGovern’s office,
State Rep. David LeBoeuf, and several
leaders and candidates working every
day to move our state and our country
forward.

A special thank you to the speakers who
joined us and energized the room:

¢ Anne Gobi, representing the Maura
Healey—Kim  Driscoll ~ campaign
¢ Alex Rikleen Candidate for U.S. Senate
. Shannon  Teabo Candidate
for MA State Senate in the
Worcester &  Hampshire  district
e Diego Maldonado, represent-
ing Senator Markey’s campaign

Their presence made something very
clear: people are paying attention to what
is happening in Leicester.

But the most important part of the night
wasn’t the speakers.

It was the people in the room.

People who care enough to
show up on a Monday night.
People who  believe democra-

cy is something we build together.
People who are ready to organize, speak
up, and make sure our community has a
voice.

If you missed it, don’t worry — this is
only the beginning. There will be many

more opportunities to get involved, to
stand together, and to help shape the
direction of our town, our state, and our
country.

But if last night proved anything, it’s
this:

When Leicester shows up, we are pow-
erful.

That is how movements grow.

And after last night, one thing is certain:
the momentum in Leicester is real.

And we’re not slowing down.

Our next moment together is coming
quickly.

On March 28th from 12:00-2:00 PM,
we will gather in Leicester for the No
Kings Protest — a rally to stand up for
democracy, accountability, and the idea
that in America no one is above the law
and no one rules alone.

This one is going to be big.

In fact, I will say it plainly: this is the
event that is going to put Leicester on the
map.

If last night showed us anything, it’s
that when people in this town decide to
show up, something remarkable happens.
Voices grow louder. Communities grow
stronger. And the message spreads far
beyond the room we’re standing in.

So if you were there last [week] —
thank you. You helped spark something
real.

And if you missed it, don’t worry. The
next chapter is only weeks away.

March 28.
Noon to 2 p.m.
Leicester.

Come stand with us.
When Leicester shows up, we are pow-
erful.

And we are just getting started.

Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Warm Regards,
ELIZABETH M. ZITO
CHAIR
LEICESTER DEMOCRATIC TOWN
COMMITTEE

Beware of icebergs

To the Editor:

Most well informed people know that
75 to 85 percent of icebergs are hidden
from view below the surface. Navigators
bare this in mind when anywhere prox-
imate to visible floating ice. It is also
vital to observe caution when dealing
with politicians. I received a letter from a
congressman, that detailed several issues
that he had voted for and some he voted
against. With a little research, I found out
it was all in one bill.

Some years back, there was a ballot
initiative related to the state’s gasoline
tax. There was not much detail or clarity,
except for the provision in the law that
specified that the tax would automatically
increase at the inflation rate, and that was
not acceptable because the legislature did
not go on record supporting the increase.
Then, there is what Paul Harvey, used to
call the rest of the story. I believe the rate
was 8 cents a gallon, and was all commit-
ted to be used on roads and bridges. It
would have gone up a penny in three or
four years. The repeal you voted for, took
all the funding from roads and bridges
and became general funds. Can anyone
tell me if the Trump tariffs made it to the
general funds?

I have been voting for a long time.
Although my last license renewal request-
ed all the info in the proposed new federal
voting bill, one would think that informa-
tion would be better provided when reg-

Letter submission

Pohcy

etters to the Editor must include the
author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for
publication. Only the author’s name
and the town in which they reside will
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will
not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor
to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency
standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he
or she might deem appropriate.

istering than creating a foolish issue while
the polls are open. The census showed
who lives here, including dogs. The voter
registry shows address and party affilia-
tion. They usually ask me where I live,
look up names of voters living there,
check me off, and give me a ballot. After
filling it out, same process when turning
it in. If I had to show passport, license,
birth certificate, it would be nutso, but
only increase the time to vote (excluding
getting everything together) a minute.
That is here. In urban centers where they
are doing everything they can to suppress
voting, which can already take several
hours, I expect it will discourage vot-
ing. In a true committed democracy like
Australia, everyone is registered at birth
and all legal voters are mailed a ballot
elections last a month, you can go there,
or vote by mail. You can sign your ballot
and vote for nobody; as long as ballot
returned, you will not be fined.

Other than fools who still think 2020
election was stolen, research by even the
GOP Heritage think tank says fraud per-
centage is under .0000000008, and would
change no result ever. So, many of you
are thinking, what is the problem with
ID requirements.? The problem is that
it is an iceberg. States can and do have
ID rules, but what this bill actually does
is pick up on the Big Brother Al registry
that Musk and DOGE started trying to
build and the courts stopped. Unless you
think that political registry is entitled to
your mother’s maiden name, and every-
thing that can possibly known about you,
by anyone, anywhere, then you need to
stop going online acting indignant that
many do not support the invasion of your
privacy. Worried about illegal voters?

Participate locally. Do not sign on to
the Big Brother 1984 program that Trump
says will yield GOP wins everywhere.

Isn’t this presidency already enough of
an iceberg for you? Those lower prices,
no foreign wars, stability and internation-
al respect, have all sunk below the waves.
Tired of winning yet?

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

Ease the
squeeze on
your
retirement
income plan

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

Rising prices may not dominate head-
lines the way they did a year or two ago,
but if you’re retired, you’re probably still
feeling them. Even when overall inflation
cools, the costliest expenses — like health
care, utilities, insurance, and property taxes
— tend to rise faster than broad inflation
numbers suggest. That creates a squeeze
that can make you question whether your
income plan is built to last.

Fortunately, you often can adjust without
drastic cuts that affect your lifestyle. Start
by understanding where the pressure comes
from and how to build more flexibility into
your plan.

Inflation hits retirees differently. You’ve
likely noticed your grocery bill, prescription
drug costs and heating expenses haven’t
returned to “normal.” Even small increases
compound over time, and can chip away at
your buying power.

If your income plan was created years
ago, it may assume lower inflation or rel-
atively stable price increases over time.
Recent years have shown that’s not always
the case.

Why some income plans feel
strained. Any plan relying on fixed with-
drawals or rigid budgets can feel tight when
living costs rise. If you’re drawing from
investments, you may hesitate to increase
your withdrawals because of market vola-
tility. And if you depend on fixed income
sources like Social Security or a pension,
yearly cost of living increases may not keep
pace with your expenses. You might live
25 to 35 years in retirement, giving small
annual cost increases decades to add up.

What you can do without sacrificing
stability. A few adjustments can help you
stay ahead of rising costs and maintain your
financial confidence.

First, review your withdrawal strategy.
Ask your financial advisor about flexible
approaches that increase income when mar-
kets and portfolios perform well and pull
back during tougher times. This protects
your long-term plan with room to respond
to rising prices.

Next, rebalance your portfolio. You
may uncover opportunities to shift toward
investments with more consistent income
or better tax efficiency. Sometimes a small
tweak can generate extra cash flow without
increasing overall risk.

Finally, look at your income sources. You
may be less affected by rising costs if you
delay taking Social Security, work a part-
time job, add inflation-protected bonds,
or create predictable lifetime income with
annuities, if they’re appropriate for your
situation.

Don’t overlook health care: Health care
costs often grow faster than general infla-
tion. Medicare premiums and out-of-pocket
expenses can rise annually, and the need
for long-term care remains a big financial
uncertainty for retirees. Building health
care-specific inflation into your plan now
can help prevent surprises later. Any sav-
ings you have in a health savings account
can help you cover health care costs. And
many pharmaceutical companies offer
financial assistance programs to help pay
for costlier medications.

Stay flexible and informed: Today>s
retirements look different from those of
even a decade ago. The key is staying
flexible, reviewing your plan regularly and
making small adjustments before pressure
builds. A financial advisor can help you
find the right approach to navigating rising
costs without disrupting the life you’ve
worked hard to build.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones,
Member SIPC
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It’s time for the President to start hearing *“no”

To the Editor:

These past couple weeks we have wit-
nessed our President declare “an excursion”
into Iran. He has assured us that the mas-
sive bombing of that country will likely free
the people of Iran to select regime change.
What has this US display of military might
accomplished?

The “excursion” has demonstrated that
we have a mighty military that apparent-
ly does not need or seek congressional
approval to engage in hostile activities
against other nations. Our Secretary of
“War,” Pete Hegseth, has declared that
under his and Trump’s leadership, our mil-
itary would not be hampered by ‘“Woke”
rules of engagement, whether long held
international standards or our own congres-
sional laws.

Here at home, we are beginning to see
economic repercussions, but perhaps the
least appreciated loss is to our international
image. If the rule of law is so easily ignored
by our leadership, who will want to do busi-
ness with us? What value is a treaty or trade
agreement with a country that believes it is
above the law? Despite Trump’s constant
claims, he is not the stabile genius he pre-
tends to be; and his repeated business ven-
tures in the past ending in fiscal bankruptcy
should have served as a warning against
reliance on his managerial skills.

Trump needed to distract public attention
away from the momentum of the Epstein
scandal. But the genuine anger over the
lies and cover up used to protect wealthy
abusers of young girls and women will not
be easily quelled. Most Americans, regard-
less of political background and as they
are learning more details, will not relent
until justice is finally delivered to the guilty
parties. Hopefully, our country can begin
the lengthy process of rebuilding the trust

of the international community through our
participation and contributions to solve the
environmental and social threats that can no
longer be ignored.

Our world is facing an ever-increas-
ing number of challenges, with the threat
of irreversible environmental degradation
topping the list. When we most need
cooperation to address common threats
we all face, we now are beginning to see
the consequences of a chaotic winner take
all strategy. Canada, for good reason, has
declared itself free to seek other nations
with whom to enter trade agreements and
other alliances. Others will likely follow
suit, and the US will probably find that
our embracement of the “America First”
attitude will result in an “America Alone!”

Freedom! America, Land of the Free!
Free to what? Free to abuse children, to
pollute the air we all breathe and the water
we all drink, to treat people like mer-
chandise to sell and trade? With freedom
comes responsibility. Every parent tries
to instill that appreciation in their children.
Unfortunately, some “spoiled rich kids”
feel entitled to freedoms they don’t deserve.
Trump is clearly a spoiled bully. He does
not deserve a Nobel Peace Prize. He does
not deserve his image carved on our moun-
tains, his name attached to libraries, ball-
rooms, monuments, or currency. He does
not deserve a reign of retribution in which
he can punish those who would dare to put
our nation’s and the world’s welfare above
his own. A schoolyard bully quickly loses
his power when his threats are recognized
for the pathetic power displays they are.
It’s time for our privilege-seeking President
to start hearing the word “no

DaviD W. BROWN
NORTH BROOKFIELD

Trump’s personal war of choice and what he thinks
— in his own words

To the Editor:

We already have in Trump’s words that
he decided to go to war because of his
“feel.”

Then recently he called the war an
“excursion.” Dictionaries define as a ‘short
journey or trip, especially one engaged in as
a leisure activity. No President in America
history — Washington, Lincoln, Roosevelt
etc. has ever said in any way shape or form
that war, with all its’ grief and pain is any-
thing like an “excursion.”

Read, for an example,
Gettysburg Address.

Trump also recently said that the Iran
war will end “When I feel it in my bones,”
as if he, and he alone, will decide. In his
damaged, delusional, self centered mind,
we Americans, our government, the rest of
the world and even the people of Iran have
nothing to say that he needs consider.

Lincoln’s

All disagree.

The No Kings rallies scheduled for
Saturday March 28 give us a chance to have
our say. With now between 2,000 and 3,000
planned, including from Leicester, Spencer
and the Brookfields to Boston can provide
good places to show and tell Trump and his
“servants” that we have a role to play and
that we very much disagree.

The last No Kings rallies drew about
seven million people. Studies from other
countries show that when about three per-
cent of a country’s population, turn out
show their opposition even bad leaders
listen — the millions “butterfly” effect if
you well. For the United states this means
something like nine or 10 million people.
So, let’s not only go to one, but bring
friends, neighbors — even relatives.

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER

The lost art of knowing
your town

The other day, I needed to stop Convenience has its advantages.
at a small local bank branch to take LANTERNS But sometimes, I wonder if
care of a simple errand. Nothing ALONG we’ve quietly traded away a few
complicated, just the sort of quick MAI of those small human moments
visit that most people expect to N along the way.
finish in a few minutes. STREET When everything is done

While I was waiting, I noticed =———————through a screen, there are fewer
something that used to be fairly — BY CHARLES  chances to run into someone you

common in Massachusetts towns
but feels a little rarer these days.

The teller greeted nearly every person
who stepped up to the counter by name.

Not loudly, and not in a showy way. Just
a friendly, matter-of-fact kind of greeting.

“Morning, Bob.”

“How are you today, Linda?”

One fellow walking out the door paused
long enough for a quick conversation about
someone’s daughter who had recently gone
off to college. Another customer asked
about the progress of a new roof being put
on the teller’s house.

None of it lasted long. A minute here, 30
seconds there.

But it reminded me of something that
used to be second nature in small towns:
people knowing one another, not in the
grand sense of lifelong friendships, but in
the simple recognition that comes from
sharing the same streets, shops, and side-
walks for years.

There was a time when nearly every town
had places like that.

The hardware store where the owner
remembered what kind of paint you had
bought the year before.

The diner where the waitress didn’t need
to ask how you liked your eggs.

The post office where the clerk might
mention that your neighbor had picked up a
package earlier that morning.

None of these connections were particu-
larly dramatic. They were small, everyday
acknowledgments that people lived side by
side in the same place.

Over the years, many parts of life have
grown more efficient, which is not always a
bad thing. Self-checkout lanes move quick-
ly. Online banking saves a trip across town.
Packages arrive at the door without anyone
needing to stand in line at the counter.

know. Fewer moments when a
casual “How are you?” turns into a
short conversation about a local ball game
or the latest town project.

And those small conversations matter
more than we sometimes realize.

They help knit a town together.

In Massachusetts communities, where
many residents have lived for decades and
families often return generation after gen-
eration, those everyday connections create
a sense that a place belongs to the people
who live there.

You are not simply passing through.

You are part of the town’s ongoing story.

That doesn’t mean everyone needs to
know everyone else’s life history. No one
expects that.

But there is something reassuring about
walking into a familiar place and seeing a
face that recognizes yours.

A quick greeting.

A nod.

Maybe a short conversation about the
weather, or the Red Sox, or how quickly the
kids seem to grow up.

By the time I finished my errand at the
bank that day, I had heard at least half a
dozen people greeted by name. Some lin-
gered to talk. Others hurried off to their next
stop along Main Street.

The teller returned to her work without
much fuss.

To her, it probably felt like a normal
morning.

And perhaps that’s exactly the point.

In the best small towns, the quiet habit of
knowing one another doesn’t feel unusual
at all. It simply feels like the natural way a
community should work.

A town where people recognize one
another, even in small ways, is a town
where neighbors are never very far apart.
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JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

Vorin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ [zt

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

NORTHEAS p774 56 OUR
JPJ[ZZA Lasscon

Fresh mgredzents, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997

Open 7 Days a Week * We Deliver
MARCH SPECIALS

Mushroom Tuna Sub Small
Pizza Sm. 8” $5.99 Cheese Pizza
Sm. $6.99 Lg. 127 $6.99 |EVERYDAY 11-4
Lg. $9.99 ot Baoon only $5.00!
for $1 more NO LIMIT!

Cannot be combined
with other specials or coupons.
West Brookfield
1205 Main St. 208 W. Main St.
508-892-9276 508-867-9567
~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester

5082489797 © Prdpane
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE PRICE PER GAL Tanks Filled
(11— $4.99 301-500... .$2.

to 80%
50-75 wursnrinnes $3.49 500 PLUS. .$2.10
76-150...r0. $295 Dute] FUEl ... s375 _ Driver
151-300.........$2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Friay price 3/13/26 was =489 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!”

*prices subject to change

e

e

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For

Advertising
Information
Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988

Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
Buy What You Like And I Will Install.

Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Laughter is the best medicine,
s0 get your dose at the
Bradley Playhouse

PUTNAM, Conn. — The Theatre of Northeastern
Connecticut at the Bradley Playhouse is excited to present
Season 12 of Scott Higgins Comedy All Stars. Four com-
edy headliners that perform all over the country and have
been seen on Comedy Central, Amazon Prime, HBO, and
Showtime are ready to take the stage. They have been heard
on podcasts and SiriusXM Radio, and now Scott Higgins
brings them live to The Bradley for one night of hilarious
comedic skits, saying what we all think but wouldn’t dare
say out loud.

Dan Altano (Whose album “Stand-Up Dad” debuted #1
on iTunes), Emily Ruskowski (Appeared on Laugh TV on
Fox and 2 Dope Queens podcast), Chris Monty (Seen on
HBO and Amazon Prime), and Howie Mason (A Regular
at Mohegan Sun and Foxwoods), with host Scott Higgins
(Behind The Funny Podcast — Boston Comedy Choice
Nominee Best Podcast) will bring a night of laughs that will
surely leave you wanting more.

Laughter is the best medicine, so come and get your dose.
This is a show you don’t want to miss.

Scott Higgins Comedy All Stars is one show on March
28 at 7:30 p.m. The suggested audience is 18 and up. Line
up is subject to change with notice.

The Bradley Playhouse is located at 30 Front St. (Route
44) in Putnam. All seats are reserved. Reservations may be
made with a major credit card online at www.thebradley-
playhouse.org or by calling 860-928-7887. Tickets may be
purchased at the theater box office, either before the perfor-
mance, or at the door if available. Purchasing your tickets
ahead of time is always a good idea.
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS

Cornerstone Bank commits
$7.500 to support Abby’s House
50th Anniversary Gala

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank has donated $7,500
to support the Abby’s House 50th Anniversary Gala, sched-
uled for May 29 at the Hogan Center at the College of the
Holy Cross. The milestone gift builds on the bank’s ongoing
commitment to the organization, following donations in
2023, 2024 and 2025.

“Abby’s House has been opening doors for women and
children in Worcester for half a century, and we are proud
to stand with them at this historic moment,” said Todd
Tallman, CEO of Cornerstone Bank. “Their impact is pro-
found, and this contribution reflects our belief in their mis-
sion and our commitment to strengthening the communities
we serve.”

Abby’s House provides shelter, affordable housing, advo-
cacy and support services to women and children. Over the
past five decades, the organization has helped more than
16,000 women and their children rebuild their lives and
achieve stability and independence. It operates one of the
first overnight shelters for women in the country and is
now the largest provider of affordable, supportive housing
in Worcester designed specifically for women and children.

The 50th Anniversary Gala will celebrate Abby’s House’s
legacy, recognize key community partners and support the
organization’s continued work to meet the evolving needs
of families across the region.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, born of a long
history of supporting the community, and providing a
strong foundation to help people and businesses thrive.
Serving Worcester County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone
Bank’s local presence and community-based banking model
enables a unique ability to deliver outstanding service, with
a personal touch. Cornerstone, which is a subsidiary of
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, operating independently under its
own name and brand, provides the highest level of service
and expertise for individuals, businesses, and community
organizations with branch locations throughout Central
Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to connect customers
with opportunities through a broad range of deposit and
loan products and services. Built on Trust is not just a tag-
line, but also one of our guiding corporate values. Whether
a business or personal partnership, Cornerstone stands on
the foundation that relationships are built on trust. To learn
about Cornerstone Bank’s personal and business banking
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.com or call 800-
939-9103.

Cleaning Services

Cornerstone Bank donates
$5,000 to support Veterans
Inc. Recovery Summit, 35th
Anniversary Military Gala Ball

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank has donated $5,000
to Veterans Inc. to support the organization’s Annual
Recovery Summit and 35th Anniversary Military Gala Ball.
The contribution builds on the bank’s continued support,
which included a $5,000 donation in 2025 and $3,000 in
2024.

“We are proud to continue to support Veterans Inc. and
the meaningful work it does for veterans and their families,”
said Todd Tallman, CEO of Cornerstone Bank.

The funding helps advance Veterans Inc.’s mission to be
there for veterans and their families in their time of need and
to help end veteran homelessness through holistic support-
ive services such as housing, employment and training, case
management, food security, health and wellness programs
and family support.

The Annual Recovery Summit focuses on grace, self-re-
flection and inner healing through the recovery journey. The
event offers learning opportunities, performance art and
networking with the health community.

The bank’s support also helps power the Veterans Inc.
35th Anniversary Military Gala Ball on Oct. 24, which will
celebrate more than three decades of service to veterans
across New England and beyond.

Veterans Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit incorporated in 1990,
has helped more than 100,000 veterans and their families
and is the largest provider of veteran services in New
England.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, born of a long
history of supporting the community, and providing a
strong foundation to help people and businesses thrive.
Serving Worcester County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone
Bank’s local presence and community-based banking model
enables a unique ability to deliver outstanding service, with
a personal touch. Cornerstone, which is a subsidiary of
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, operating independently under its
own name and brand, provides the highest level of service
and expertise for individuals, businesses, and community
organizations with branch locations throughout Central
Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to connect customers
with opportunities through a broad range of deposit and
loan products and services. Built on Trust is not just a tag-
line, but also one of our guiding corporate values. Whether
a business or personal partnership, Cornerstone stands on
the foundation that relationships are built on trust. To learn
about Cornerstone Bank’s personal and business banking
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.com or call 800-
939-9103.

ALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists ¢ Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 - Fax: 508-234-2231

:508-

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678 i -

Award Wlnnlng High Performance
Windows & Doors

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
-----------------------u

Your Window & Door Experts!

Lifetime

Diagnostics ¢ A/C Repair - - .
Tune Ups & Engine Repair Warranty Bonde‘d Snowblower & Generator Repalr
Brakes ¢ Alternators ¢ Starfers ¢ ABS Fully Vaccinated Tractor Service
Alignments e Tires...and more 100% Call Wendy for a FREE .
_ FINANCING Tune-Ups & Repairs
Maijor Insurance Referral Shop AVAILABLE estimate at: i H
Honoring All Insurance Estimates . Pickup & Delivery

/- |
.

784-1550:

HOUSE CLEANING
AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.

774-262-9166

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford

WORCESTERCOUNTY
\_LAWNMOWER.COM

(=]

For Advertising Information, Gall 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news
l:mn | ROOFING |

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY MASONRY

CHIMNEY ",:I:'ff, i,‘;},‘}ﬁ”g’s - SAUNDERS &
CLEANINGS f\& R David | |sows rooFive we d 0
: Read our reviews at the
Startmg at $99 M';SE(%EIR;IES?ASLLL:PE Barbale Better Business Bureau. o
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OUTDOOR Interior and Exterior ROOFING gan
MASONRY & LIVING CONSTRUCTION ) Residential, membt?r since 2009.
o o, Fapoting Fg::ﬂ::‘;:;';‘;" P‘;)VW:; rWashing | \ew Construction Roofing/Gutters (:?gth;I-lng::c:z:
Rebuilding, Re-lining, dlipapering \
i i Steps, Pati ; _ Repair Work 508-765-0100 .
W&?tgﬁrrrcw)r?y%e’;c;ijﬁ?\laéﬁn Wa:E':rSPI'OOIf(i):g General Repalr 369 Main St, Flllﬁ Licensed Lifetime material warranty & COntaCt Mlkaela TOday
& Stair Repair, Concrete Walkways FuIIy Insured Sted 25 yr. labor warranty available
Walkways, Stonewalls and Insured MA Reg #153955 - -
New Roofs. Construction _ Stone Veneer Over 40+ Years Spencer, MA MA LI #0S089127 ) TC;LC nggggﬂ 774 200 7308
8 Carpentry Brick and Block Work Experi 1-833-963-4330 MAHIC. LIC #1079721 Full Ins;Ired Free Estimates .k 1
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BHS Class of 1986 seeks community’s help locating classmates for 40th reunion
REGION — As the Bartlett behalf—so long as you have their Richard Bernier Tina Giakoumis Fumiyo Mochizuki
High School Class of 1986 pre- current contact details. Organizers Sheila Bialoncik Alicia Goudreau Deborah Munsch
pares to celebrate its 40th reunion  emphasize that any help tracking Beth Bialy Richard Guerin Brett Napierata

on Sept. 26, organizers are asking them down is truly appreciated, as Jason Borski Robert Hamm Wayne Parmentier
the community for assistance in personal connections often suc- Doreen Bourget Scott Horanzy Brian Poplawski
locating classmates who have not ceed where digital outreach falls Eric Brisbois Jane Houle Gary Poplawski
yet been reached through social short. Kathleen Brown Todd Hufault Edward Powers
media or via text. A list of classmates the com- Paul Browning Joseph Hughes William Radcliffe
To make the process simple, mittee is hoping to locate appears Paul Bugan Melissa Jankowski James Remy
the reunion committee has cre- below. With the community’s sup- Cindy Bullens Thor Johnson Debra Ross
ated a short contact-information port, they hope every member Sandra Butt Nena Johnston Collin Salmon
form and is encouraging residents, of the Class of 86 will have the Mont Canterbury Lisa Kozlowski Dale Schleis
friends, and former classmates to  opportunity to join this milestone Stephen Carlson Robert Krasnecky Theresa Sergel
help spread the word. If you know  celebration. Daniel Chapdelaine Jill Krause Henry Skiba
someone on the “missing class- Kelly Cobb Michael Kryger Alan Standrowicz
mates” list, organizers ask that Peter Allain Ken Cournoyer Rick Lawson Jeffrey Surozenski
you text them the link to the form Beth Antonopoulos Timothy Decker Deborah Leite Karen Toukonen
so they can update their informa- Marie Aperges Tammy Deschenes Linda Lifer Joseph Veronick
tion. Andrew Baca Aaron Dorcas Patricia Majewski Douglas Waldron
Contact Info Form: https:/ Austin Bailey Daniel Doyle Renee Marchand Robert Wheeler
tinyurl.com/BHS1986-40 Years David Beardsley Dorothy DusoSelina Fife Jennifer Marsh Edward Zdrok
If it’s easier, you may also com- Frank Belanger James Gardner Jennifer Mason
plete the form on a classmate’s Carolyn Bembenek Jeffrey Gatto John Meagher
(T / T
hope2own.com Tnpressive vicas: v j<
508.943.4333 ] Stpencer - 56 Jolicoear Ave.

Staron Pelletier - Owaner Broboern
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Brya« Pelletier

Featuned Listing ~ Vew To Marker! Webster - 24 (Cooper BA
%eweammm Wmm&%eéme

Tucked away on Coop-
er Rd. Webster Lake with
access at Lakeside beach/
boat ramp. 3rd of 4 homes
being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of
living area, 7 rms, 4 brs,
2 Y% baths, 9ft ceiling,
wood flooring throughout
with ceramic tyle baths.
Spacious main BR Suite
w/ walk-in closet, and pri-
vate full bathr, double sink
vanity, finished lower level
walk-out w/ slider. Central
AC, garage

Impressive view! 1/2 acre overlooking Cranberry Meadow
| Pond! Nicely appointed Colonial, better than new! 3 bedrooms,
2-1/2 Bath! Master Bedroom Suite. 2 car garage Howe State
Park close hy. Deeded Beach Rights! a Must See!
, assisted sale

Fﬂ REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

$545,000

Webster ~ 55 Stlater Stweet

e o

e 7 s

Sprawling 62’x30’ fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre level w/24'x24’ 2
car att’d garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower level, 3 BRs, 2-1/2
Baths, 2 stone fireplaces w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. Open floor plan w/15x13’
kitchen, 15’x22’ living rm, 13’x11’ dining rm, 10°x28’ breezeway w/sliders to rear deck, and
3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors, replacement windows/doors & more, more, more!
How do you like it? Call today to schedule a showing! $525,000

$649,900.00

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

(T UWebster Lake U Listing!! () Hebaten Lake — 302 %Reeazﬁ Dland
P ) On 7ﬂm pamz,‘ o 0 “p;umz'e 2d "’ ( X:& enovated + move-in ready

Astounding Panoramic Views across
mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun
drenched from early morning sunrise till
" sunset! View the lake from all windows.
" Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shore-

Webster Lake Waterfron 31 Baywew"

1.t 1 lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq
4 ft. Open kltchen/dmmglllvmg
1| w/cathedral ceilings + wall of
| '.' ~ | windows. Primary suite w/pri-
.| vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms,
2nd Full bath. Lower level
family room w/walkout to
| water. Wraparound deck, new
4 vinyl railings, terraced yard,
sandy beach, professional
landscaping. Many updates
$775,000

Panoramlc View, from this ahsolutely Iovely home 2600 +/- SF, 3+
Beds, 2 full baths, 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37

in closet. Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW
S 0il Heat! Central Air. Garage.  $ 900,000.

Acres! Sandy Waterfront! $1,100,000

PUBLIC AUCTION

WEBSTER
4 Browns Brook Rd

Mortgagee’s Sale of Real Estate on Premises

|
eecled Acce'ssTo_, >

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y
- ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

Dudley-Southbridge Waterfront
30.2 Acres, Great for .
¥ = —~ Privacy, 4 Potential Lots Properties
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25th @ 10:00 AM Dudley- Beat the Spring Market
his 960+SF three bedroom ranch features B .h . F = 1 - 115 ACICS, Perc Test B Hy ers begln
600:SF finished walkout b t t i ;
with full bath, 10,019:SF Lot. TERMS: A $3,000 *Finis?leg Lolef:f Iif\fel Charlton- their search early.
deposit shall be paid i h or bank cashier' i
el e g n o by oy Kichen| 99 Actes, Posibe Callfora _
sale. The balance to be paid within 30 days. Other 50 Old Spencer Rd. $525,000 Subdivision Development Market Analys1s
terms to be announced at the sale. .

www.amgauction.com
508-842-1900

AUCTION
MARKETING
GROUP

\ Dale W. Schaetzke, CAl, AARE PO Box 107, Shrewsbury, MA LIC#207 )

www.Stonebridge
Press com

TEMPLETON- NEW TO MARKET

*3 Bedrooms * 1 Acre
*Privacy and Outdoor Space

17 Gray Rd $709,000

-
2025
AWARDS

TOP 3 PRODUCERS
WORCESTER

100 % CLUB

k)

JO-ANN
SZYMCZAK

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

ERA Key Realty

ssssssss SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com

Donnaflannery@erakey.net

OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FIVALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE

TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
> SOLD & SOLD DOLLIAR VOLUME 5
A ERA HALL OF FAME - A

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callenl 995@co| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

Buying or Selling a home?
Every move is a new
beginning! Let me help you
navigate the path through
your next journey..

Bob Berk REALTOR
Re/Max Vision
Worcester MA
508-367-9226

bobberkrealtor@gmail com
Call for a free market anal lysis!

B |MLS| &

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak

st #
CRS, GRI, SRES .
508-943-7669 =

s

774-230-5044

COMING SOONT!!
FREE CLASSES

*Learn about how to be show ready in selling your home
*Learn about the impact of Solar, Title 5,
Home Inspection Requirements,
and Buyer Agency when Selling Your Home

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

@ m mis|
Licensed in MA & CT]
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OCC(C’s director of

community engagement

receives Black

WORCESTER
— Quinsigamond
Commumnity
College’s Director of
Community Engagement,
Sean Harris, was recent-
ly named a 2026 Black
Excellence of the Hill
award recipient by the
Massachusetts Black and
Latino Legislative Caucus
(MBLLO).

This annual honor cel-
ebrates Black and Latino
Community leaders who are
making a meaningful differ-
ence in their communities.

Sean Harris

Harris was nominated for
the award by Massachusetts
State Representative David
LeBoeuf.

“Sean embodies the best
of QCC and the Worcester
community. We are incred-
ibly proud to see his impact
recognized at the state level
with this distinguished
honor,” said QCC President
Dr. Luis Pedraja.

A longtime pillar of
the Worcester communi-
ty, Harris has supported
local organizations and
initiatives for decades.

ward

He is the founder of the
Professional Men of Color
Dinner Club and serves on
the boards of the Business
Improvement District for
Downtown Worcester and
Dress for Success. In 2023,
he was recognized with the
BIPOC Community Leader
Award from the Diverse
Professional Roundtable.
Additionally, Harris was
a founding member of the
Worcester Youth Center and
later served as its youngest
executive director.

Harris has worked at
QCC since 2021, becoming
the Director of Community
Engagement in 2023. In
addition to fostering rela-
tionships and partnerships
between QCC and the
surrounding community,
he co-chairs the Access to
Opportunity Committee
and serves as a member of
the Advisory Council for
Access & Opportunity.

“I'm deeply honored to
be recognized among such
dedicated leaders from
across the state. Working
within the Worcester com-
munity has always been
rooted in unity and what
we can accomplish togeth-
er,” said Harris.

The award winners were
celebrated last week at a
ceremony featuring remarks
from Massachusetts
Lieutenant Governor
Kim Driscoll and keynote
speaker Mechalle Brown,
President of the 7uice
Foundation and mother of
Celtic’s star Jaylen Brown.

Here Today Adopted
Tomorrow hosting
“Spay”ghetti Supper

PALMER — Here Today Adopted
Tomorrow (HTAT) invites all animal lovers
to our annual “Spay”ghetti Supper fund-
raiser at the St. Thomas Parish Center in
Palmer on Saturday, March 28.

Enjoy a delicious chef-prepared meal
while helping the very cats in our com-
munity! Whether you’re a true party ani-
mal or simply want to make a difference,
it’s a great way to support a good cause
with friends and family. Plus, enjoy raffles,
prizes, and plenty of fun throughout the
evening!

Each year, HTAT sees more cats paw-
ing at its doors for help. As prices rise,
everyone feels the strain—but many people
don’t realize that rising costs affect pets,
too. It’s not just veterinary care that has
exploded; as food and housing prices rise,
many loving pet owners find themselves
struggling to keep up. When life becomes
overwhelming, cats can be the ones caught
in the middle.

That’s where HTAT steps in. Events like
the “Spay”ghetti Supper make our support
possible, helping us provide food, shelter,
and care for cats who might otherwise fall
through the cracks.

HTAT Executive Director Rachael Max
says the event is a chance for the communi-
ty to come together while making a real dif-
ference. “ ‘Spay’ghetti Supper is one of our
most popular events of the year,” said Max.
“It’s always a fun night, but it also plays an
important role in helping us continue our
work with cats who need a little extra care
and attention.”

The “Spay”ghetti Supper takes place at
the St. Thomas Parish Center in Palmer on
Saturday, March 28, 2026, from 5:00-6:30
PM. Advance tickets are $15 for adults and
$10 for seniors and kids under 12, while
limited door tickets will be available at $20
for adults and $15 for seniors and kids. To
purchase tickets, visit www.heretodaysanc-
tuary.org or call 413-324-8224.

If you are local and need assistance feed-
ing or caring for your pet, HTAT can help.
Local cat owners can spay or neuter their
cats for $80 or less, and strays and ferals
can be fixed for free! Visit www.hereto-

daysanctuary.org to learn more about our
community assistance programs.

About Here Today Adopted Tomorrow
Animal Sanctuary

Here Today Adopted Tomorrow (HTAT)
was founded by mother-daughter team
Barbara Horn

and Rachael Max. HTAT is a volunteer
driven group focused on helping cats and
the people who love them in our com-
munity. In 2012 we opened our no kill,
cageless cat adoption center for adult cats
and kittens in Brimfield, MA. It is deeply
important to us that every resident’s stay at
HTAT is comfortable and healthy, making
for well-adjusted, happy animals. Shortly
after opening, we realized there were more
homeless cats than we could handle by
adoption alone. We believe that pets are
cherished members of the family and that
every cat deserves care, respect, and the
chance to thrive, no matter their circum-
stances. We have programs to help special
needs cats flourish and get adopted, as well
as community assistance programs to help
pet owners keep their pets, such as our Pet
Food Pantry, low-cost spay-neuter program,
and free cat behavior program. Each year,
HTAT helps over 1,500 animals and their
families. For more information, visit here-
todaysanctuary.org.

Visit Here Today Adopted Tomorrow
on Facebook at facebook.com/heretoday-
sanctuary, and follow us on Instagram at @
heretodayadoptedtomorrow.
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WE'RE GOING TO SPEND TODAY
CREATING A BETTER TOMORROW.

Because cancer is a terrible thing, and heart disease still exists. Because there are

questions about the mind and body that still need answers, we’ll continue to be

relentless in our pursuit of better ways to help you live your healthiest life.

ummbhealth.org/choose | 855-UMASS-MD

." UMass Memorial Health

THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF HEALING

The hospitals and services of UMass Memorial Health

UMass Memorial Medical Center | UMass Memorial Medical Group | Harrington

HealthAlliance-Clinton Hospital | Milford Regional | Community Healthlink




