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Sand offered to
keep seniors safe

Residents, dog safe after fire

Three-peat
Spartans down Monomoy for third consecutive Division 4 State Championship

Local police collect donations for those in need

Holiday season brings early deadlines
The holiday season is upon us, 

bringing with it an accelerated 
press schedule for your local week-
ly newspaper.

The deadline for next week’s edi-
tion (out Dec. 8), Monday afternoon 
at 4 p.m., will mark the conclu-
sion of  business as usual for the 
remainder of  the year.

The submission deadline for 
any press releases and letters to 

the Editor intended for publica-
tion in the Dec. 15 edition of  the 
Blackstone Valley Tribune will be 
Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 4 p.m.

For the following week (Dec. 22), 
the submission deadline will be 
Wednesday, Dec. 13 at 4 p.m.

For publication on Dec. 29, sub-
missions must be received no later 
than 4 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 19.

The deadline for our first edition 

of  2024, Jan. 5, will be Friday, Dec. 
22 at 4 p.m.

As always, submissions can be 
e-mailed to Editor Brendan Berube 
at news@stonebridgepress.news.

The Blackstone Valley Tribune 
thanks our readers for their coop-
eration with our accelerated sched-
ule, and wishes one and all a safe 
and happy holiday season.

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Many area police departments are giving 
back this holiday season by collecting donations for 
those in need.

On behalf  of  the town of  Blackstone, the Blackstone 
Police Department released that it is accepting dona-
tions for a family in town whose house was “involved in 
a devastating fire” on Nov. 21.

“This unexpected disaster has left them in a state 
of  distress and uncertainty,” the Blackstone Police 
Department shared. “As a close-knit community, we can 
come together to support them during this challenging 
time.”

Donations and gift cards to Target or Walmart for the 
family can be dropped off  at the police station lobby at 
any time. The family involved consists of  two parents, 
two girls, ages six and seven, one three-year-old boy, one 
baby girl, according to police.

“We thank everyone in advance for their help and 
kindness during this difficult time for the family,” police 
said.

Meanwhile, the Sutton Police Department said that it 
has collected donated Christmas items for different folks 
in town over the last several years; this year will be no dif-
ferent, police said, adding that the “Donations for Den” 
campaign will collect donations for the Massachusetts 
National Guard.

“Den is our newest officer who is also a Sergeant, 

Courtesy

A recent Fill-A-Cruiser event was held by the Millbury Police Department.

First Class, with the Massachusetts National Guard,” 
the Sutton Police Department released on social media. 
“Den and his soldiers were deployed in October to Texas 
for the foreseeable future as they help with some issues 
in that area. We'll be setting up a box in our lobby to col-
lect donations for these soldiers who will be away from 
their families over the holidays and make sure they 
receive them.”

Community members can donate candy, baby wipes, 
gum, snacks, lip balm, cheese crackers, toiletries, foot 
powder, beef  jerky, sun screen, board games, cards, 
stationery, pens, or “pretty much anything that doesn't 
need to be refrigerated,” police said.

“Let's show these soldiers that we have not forgotten 
about them and are here to support their efforts,” Sutton 
Police said.

In Millbury, the police department hosted its Fill-A-
Cruiser event on Nov. 25, during which unwrapped gifts 
were collected on the Common.

“We can’t thank everyone enough for stopping by and 
dropping off  toys, gift cards, and money,” the Millbury 
Police Department released in a statement after the 
event. “Our hearts are full right now.”

Police said Direnzo Towing stopped by with a flatbed 
full of  new bikes; additionally, the department thanked 
11-year-old Lydia Orsi, who personally raised 135 toys.

“From all of  us at Millbury PD, including Mikah and 
Dusty, Merry Christmas and happy holidays,” police 
added.

The gifts will be distributed to Millbury families in 
need, according to event details.

Meanwhile in Millville, police said the NAM Knights, 
Band of  Brothers Central Massachusetts Chapter, donat-
ed $500 to help with the Millville Police Department’s 
toy drive. Area President Joe Fitzpatrick presented the 
donation to Millville Police Chief  Bill Coupe.

“Every year as far as memory goes back, the Millville 
Turn To DONATIONS page  A15

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

REGION — To help keep seniors safe this winter, 
several area fire departments have announced they 
will provide sand for seniors.

According to the Uxbridge Senior Center, seniors in 
the community can contact the Senior Center if  they 
are in need of  a bucket of  sand for the winter.

“The Uxbridge Fire Department is, again, going to 
provide sand for seniors as part of  their 'Slip Safety for 
Seniors' division of  Senior SAFE,” the Senior Center 
released.

The Upton Department is offering a similar opportu-
nity for seniors in town.

“[With] funding provided through the Senior SAFE 
grant, the Upton Fire Dept. has developed a ‘sand for 
seniors’ initiative,” Upton Fire & EMS released in a 
statement. “This initiative allowed the Upton Fire 
Dept. to purchase buckets with easy-off  lids and scoops 
for the seniors in the town that own their own home to 
help in preventing slips and falls due to ice and snow on 
walkways and outside steps.”

Upton Fire & EMS shared that this is the depart-
ment’s third year offering this program; to date, the 
department has more than 40 buckets deployed to the 
“wonderful seniors in town.”

“The department will provide a full bucket with 
sand/salt or ice melt for no charge for the winter sea-

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

BLACKSTONE — Fire officials say the resi-
dents of  a Rayner St. dwelling are safe after a 
stove fire last week.

“The residents of  the home were able to make 

it out of  the home safely,” the Blackstone Fire 
Department released in a statement. “One of  the 
Blackstone crews was able to get a dog out of  the 
home quickly.”

Fire officials released that at 7 p.m. the evening 

WORCESTER — 
Saturday, Nov. 18 was 
the big day for the top 
seeded Uxbridge var-
sity field hockey team, 
as they played No. 3 
Monomoy for the Division 
4 State Championship at 
Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute.

The Spartans and 
Sharks faced off  last year 
in the State Semi-Finals, 
and it took double over-
time for Uxbridge to 
come away with that win. 
This year the Spartans 
are looking for a State 
Championship Three-
Peat after another phe-
nomenal season, with 
only one loss in their first 
23 games played.

Uxbridge head coach 
Kelly Rosborough said 
before the game, “Whether 
it is your first, second or 
even third trip to the state 
finals, the pressure feels 
the same.”

Rosborough was look-
ing forward to a great 
game with her players 
giving it their best out 
there. Rosborough con-
cluded saying, “I want to 
see smiles at the end of  
the game.”

It didn’t take long for 
the Spartans to strike 

first, as four minutes into 
the first quarter Julianna 
Casucci maneuvered 
the ball in front of  the 
Monomoy net for the first 
goal. The Sharks tried 
to counter, but a strong 
Uxbridge defense held 
them scoreless. The first 
quarter came to a close 
with the Spartans leading, 
1-0. 

The second quarter 
saw more back-and-forth 
action with both teams 
battling hard. Casucci 
kept fighting as the clock 
ticked down, and with 
seven seconds left in the 
quarter she put Uxbridge 
ahead, 2-0.

Another quarter 
brought another goal for 
Uxbridge as, in the third, 
Casucci took the ball 
down the right-hand side, 
centered it in front of  the 
Monomoy goal where an 
awaiting Ava Rosborough 
guided her shot into the 
back of  the cage, extend-
ing Uxbridge’s lead to 3-0.

The Spartans sealed 
the deal with a fourth 
and final goal when Tessa 
Johnston worked the ball 
through the middle of  the 
field to Ava Rosborough, 
who then put another shot 
past the Monomoy goalie.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

The Uxbridge varsity field hockey team is all smiles after capturing their third straight Division 4 
State Championship. This year they defeated Monomoy, 4-0, at Worcester Polytechnic University 
on Saturday, Nov. 18.

Turn To FIRE page  A10

Turn To CHAMPS page  A15

Turn To SAND page  A10

Smiles were without a 
doubt prominent on the 
Uxbridge players, coach-
es and spectators as they 
celebrated their Division 4 
State Championship for a 
third straight season.

Uxbridge finished 
its season 23-1, only los-
ing to Division 1 State 
Finalist Andover, 2-0. 
The Spartans defeated 
Walpole, the Division 
1 State Champion, 1-0. 
Uxbridge, which claimed 
the Central Mass. Athletic 
Directors Association’s 
Class A Tournament 
Championship before 
States, outscored their 
playoff  opponents, 35-0.

Uxbridge also became 
the third school, after 



African American 
Recognition Award.

This academic 
honor can be includ-
ed in college and scholarship applications and is 
designed to help students stand out during admis-
sions. Many colleges intentionally recruit awardees 
through College Board's Student Search Service™.

"We're happy to recognize Vanessa and acknowl-
edge her academic excellence and hard work. We 
are incredibly proud of  her strong academic perfor-
mance in the classroom and on the College Board 
assessments, including PSAT/NMSQT®, PSAT™ 10, 
and AP® exams," said Superintendent-Director Dr. 
Michael F. Fitzpatrick. "This recognition reinforces 
the great work she has done and will continue to do 
as she advances her career."

The criteria for eligible stu-
dents include:

• GPA of  3.5 or higher.
• PSAT/NMSQT or PSAT 

10 assessment scores that are 
within the top 10% of  assess-
ment takers in each state 
for each award program or 
earned a score of  3 or higher 
on two or more AP Exams in 

9th and 10th grade.
• Attend school in 

a rural area or small 
town, or identify as 
African American/Black, 
Hispanic American/
Latino, or Indigenous/
Native.

Eligible students 
are invited to apply on 
BigFuture during their 
sophomore or junior year 
and are awarded at the 
start of  the next school 
year in time to share their 
achievements in high 
school as they plan for the 
future. At the same time, 
colleges and organizations 
using College Board’s 

Student Search Service can connect directly with 
awardees during the recruitment process.

“It’s becoming increasingly hard for students 
to be ‘seen’ during the college recruitment pro-
cess. We’re exceptionally proud of  the National 
Recognition Programs for celebrating students who 
are at times overlooked but have shown their out-
standing academic abilities,” said Tarlin Ray, Senior 
Vice President of  BigFuture at College Board. “This 
is a benefit not only for students but also for colleges 
and universities committed to recruiting diverse 
and talented students.”

About Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational 
Technical High School (BVT)

Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational Technical 
High School serves the towns of  Bellingham, 
Blackstone, Douglas, Grafton, Hopedale, Mendon, 
Milford, Millbury, Millville, Northbridge, Sutton, 
Upton, and Uxbridge. Located in the heart of  the 
Blackstone Valley, BVT creates a positive learning 
community that prepares students for personal and 
professional success in an internationally competi-
tive society through a fusion of  rigorous vocational, 
technical, and academic skills.

UPTON — A Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational Technical 
High School student earned academic honors from the College 
Board National Recognition Programs, which celebrate under-
represented students who excel academically. Vanessa Lizotte, a 
senior in Information Technology, has been granted the National 
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Residential & Commercial
From a hole in your roof... to a whole new roof!

508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278
www.NoreasterRoofing.com

Visit our showroom  
1 Providence Ln., Whitinsville, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907 HIC#160483

Over 
30 Years 

Experience

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699$54999$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$69999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

SAMSUNG
WASHER 

MAYTAG 
DRYER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$69999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

50” Hisense................$279.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Hisense................$229.99
(Regularly $549.99)

65” Hisense................$379.99
(Regularly $649.99)

55“ Samsung....................$329.99

(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....................$649.99

(Regularly $799.99)
85” Samsung...............$899.99

(Regularly $1599.99)

TV DEALS
$69999

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR! • SEE OUR FLYER AT WHITCOSALES.COM

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$24999

BLACK NOVEMBER
SNOWBLOWERSGIANT TOY DEPT!

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

SNOW IS COMING...
BE READY!

SAMSUNG
TOP FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.

Still Going On!

BIKES HUGE
SELECTION!

Support Artisans
and Small Businesses

Buy Local
Buy Handmade

This Holiday Season
WWW.CRAFTWORKSCOOP.COM
243 WEST MAIN ST.,NORTHBORO, MA
(508) 393-9435
Mon-Fri 12-6; Sat & Sun 12-4   

Shop at CRAFTWORKS

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

$19.99 
Dinner specials 

Tuesday and 
Wednesday!

Friday Acoustics 
12-1 STEPHEN 

GEORGE 

United Church of Christ  
5 Church St. Whitinsville, MA

-Open & Affirming Church-

Taizé Service-  Saturday, December 9th at 6:30 pm  
Meditative services of readings and reflection, songs, silence & candlelight.

Sunday, December 17th  at 10:15 am
Sunday School Christmas Pageant Worship service 

with Organ, Piano, Cantor and the  Village Bell Ringers 
Bell Choir performing.

Christmas Eve ~Sunday, December 24th
10:15am - Worship Service

10 pm- Our traditional “Candlelight Service”  with Organ, Piano, 
 Village Bell Ringers and Chancel Choir performing. 

 Come as you are, all are welcome!

BVT student earns national recognition from College Board

Courtesy

Pictured are Michael Shain, founder and president of Thanks to Yanks; John Milot, 
Commander, American Legion Post 75, Franklin; Caroline Molla and Christine Molla,  both 
of Costello Real Estate Franklin. Yearly, around Veterans Day, Costello Real Estate takes 
up a collection in support of Thanks to Yanks initiative of hope for heroes which is an 
annual event in which needed item for veterans are collected. Costello real estate has 
always been generous in not only the collection of items but also in the donation of funds 
to thanks to Yanks to further its mission, of serving those who have served. For more 
information regarding Thanks to Yanks, please like them on Facebook.

Courtesy

Pictured, from 
left to right, are 
Principal Anthony 
Steele II, Senior 
Vanessa Lizotte, 
and Superintendent-
Director Dr. Michael 
F. Fitzpatrick. 
Vanessa Lizotte, a 
senior in Information 
Technology at BVT, 
earned academic hon-
ors from the College 
Board National 
Recognition Program.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!



(508) 234-2002
Win an iPad 

64GN,  9th 
Generation! Buy 
your $10 ticket 
at the Plummer 
Place front desk 
or through a 
FINE board 
member during 
November and 
December to 
enter the con-
test. The winner 
will be drawn on 
December 29th.

Tech Café: 
T e c h n o l o g y 
help is now at 
Plummer Place 
on the last 
Wednesday of  
the month from 
9 : 0 0 - 1 0 : 0 0 a m . 
Susan Letscher, 
one of  our vol-

unteers, will 
help you as 
best she can to 
answer your 
questions and 
fix your technol-
ogy problems. 
Please bring 
your device to 
the session. Our 
Tech Café will be 
held in the main 
dining room in 
a “drop in for-
mat”, no need to 
sign up.

We are looking 
for anyone inter-
ested in joining a 
new Meditation 
C l a s s  a t 
Plummer Place. 
It will be held 
on Thursdays 
at 9:30am. We 
would like to 

begin as soon 
as possible, call 
Michelle to get 
more informa-
tion and to sign 
up.

“Take  a 
Hike Plummer 
Place Walking 
Club” will 
meet Tuesday, 
December 5th, 
at 10:00am. 
Call Jeanne for 
the location. 
Weather permit-
ting.

W r i t i n g 
Your Way will 
meet Tuesday, 
December 12th 
at 2:30pm. Join 
instructor Lori 
Gannon in our 
new creative 

writing class. 
Call Michelle to 
learn more.

We need vol-
unteer out of  
town medical 
drivers. This is 
a very important 
service we pro-
vide at Plummer 
Place for seniors 
who cannot drive 
to their medical 
a p p o i n t m e n t s . 
If  you can spare 
some time, even 
if  it is one day 
a week, it would 
be much appreci-
ated. Drivers are 
reimbursed for 
their mileage. 
Call Michelle 
or Amy if  you 
would like more 
information or 

to volunteer.
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LUNA- Age: 1 year 
Meet Luna, the life of the party with a heart as big as her playful spirit! Luna 

is a beauty, and she is on the hunt for her forever home! She is great with older 
kids and teenagers, and would love a family that can join in on her zoomies! 

Luna is food motivated and enjoys learning new skills. 
She already knows commands like sit, paw, and down.

She is on the lookout for owners who are up for continuing her training 
sessions adventures! If you’re ready to bring Luna into your home, reach out today!

https://baypathhumane.org/available-dogs/#sl_embed&page=shelterluv_
wrap_1653909403420%2Fembed%2Fanimal%2FBPHS-A-15667

Hi! Our names are Asa and Lilianna 
and we like karate!  

Lilianna and Asa are amazing sibling 
group hoping to be adopted together. Lil-
ianna(Lilly), the older sister is very outgo-
ing. She is described as active, fearless, 
and strong-willed. Lilly also has a side 
she describes as “classy”, such as enjoy-
ing getting her nails done and putting on 
makeup. She attends in karate class and 
really enjoys it. Lilly also loves art, enjoys 
watching cartoons, and helping her fos-
ter mother in the kitchen. In school, she 
performs at grade level and would benefit 
from support and consistent structure to 
stay task. Lilianna is severely allergic to 
cats and dogs and families with cats will 
not be considered but her social worker 
would consider a family with a hypoaller-

genic dog. 

Asa, the younger brother, unlike his big sis has an introverted personality. 
He also likes to attend karate class. Asa likes indoor activities like mind-stimu-
lating games that include problem solving, drawing, and playing with cars. He 
also loves outdoor activities such as going to the park. In school, Asa performs 
above average compared to his peers. 

Lilly and Asa will bring joy to a home that can provide them with structure, 
consistency, and freedom to express their emotions. They will do well in a loving 
two parent family of any constellation, where they can be the only or youngest 
children in the home. Asa is biracial, being of African America and Caucasian 
descent and interested families must be dedicated to providing appropriate in-
formation and ethnic and cultural role models regarding his culture which in-
cludes discussing racism and discrimination. 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/children/6956-6957 

Can I Adopt?  
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 

your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive par-
ents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or home-
owners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have 
to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match 
you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and 
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways 
you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Asa and Lilianna 
Age 8 and 10 

FIVE PUREBRED 
POMERANIAN 

Puppies For Sale 
$2000 each
 vet checked, shots,

 dewormed.
 Ready to go. 
10 weeks old

Call 508-662-7741

Start a career you’ll love  
and open the door  
to possibility for  

individuals facing  
complex challenges.

openskycs.org/stonebridge-bv

Lost Diamond 
Ring 

Lost Hamilton and Oliver 
Street Southbridge, MA 

Solitary Diamond, 
4 prong, full setting
 engagement ring 

If found please call 
508-612-4506

Possible reward 

Working together for Uxbridge seniors

Milford Regional’s Tree of Life 
fundraiser taking place Dec. 4

Plummer Place
Home of the Northbridge Senior Center

UXBRIDGE — The Uxbridge Senior Center 
wishes to thank all the volunteers, contrib-
utors and donors who helped make the 2023 
Thanksgiving Meal Distribution Project a suc-
cess. The Senior Center packaged and delivered 
more than 260 turkey dinners to seniors through-
out the Town of  Uxbridge on Monday, November 

20th. This year, the senior center collaborated 
with the Mendon Street Kitchen in Uxbridge to 
cook the luncheon. The Town is truly blessed to 
have so many people who care for each other. 
It is with many hands that we accomplish so 
much. What a wonderful way for the community 
to come together for a great cause.

We especially want to thank our major contributors/
donors that helped make this project financially feasi-
ble- Fallon Health, Hannaford’s, Savers Bank, Table Talk 
Pies, the Mendon Street Kitchen, the Uxbridge Elderly 
Connection and Unibank.

The Senior Center also wants to acknowledge all our vol-
unteers, too many to name. (Some are pictured here) Thank 
you to Sophia Smith, a Sophomore from Northbridge High 
School, who contributed her time and talents to make 
special greeting cards for some of  our seniors. We espe-
cially want to thank Josh from Nature’s Medicine in 
Uxbridge, who donated a large majority of  the cranberry 
sauce and gravy to the Center. Thank you all for allowing 
the Senior Center to be a part of  this endeavor.  Our seniors 
thank you!

The Uxbridge Senior Center is located at 36 South Main 
St. For a current newsletter and to get more information on 
our programs and services, please contact Lisa Bernard, 
Director at the Center by calling 508-278-8622.

MILFORD — Milford Regional Medical 
Center will once again hold its Tree of  Life 
fundraiser on Monday, Dec. 4 from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. at the hospital.

This special evening celebrates the life and 
care of  those patients and families affected by 
cancer. Proceeds benefit the Oliva Fund, which 
provides resources to support patients and 
their families being treated at Milford Regional 
and the Dana-Farber/Brigham Cancer Center 
at Milford Regional.

The event is sponsored by the Milford 
Regional Healthcare Foundation, which rais-
es funds throughout the year to support the 
hospital’s most urgent and immediate patient 
care needs.

The December 4 event kicks off  with refresh-
ments and entertainment in the Atrium Café, 
located on the main floor of  the hospital, fol-
lowed by a brief  outdoor speaking program 
and tree lighting ceremony.

Those who wish to donate to the Tree of  

Life may purchase an angel to be hung on 
the Christmas tree to honor or in memory of  
someone affected by cancer. Gift levels include 
$200 for a gold angel, $100 for a silver angel, $50 
for a luminary or $25 for a light. Contributions 
may be made online at foundation.milfordre-
gional.org/treeoflife and must be received by 
November 30 to be included in the program.

“Milford Regional’s Tree of  Life remains 
such a poignant ceremony for so many in 
our community who have been affected by 
cancer,” said Milford Regional Vice President 
of  Philanthropy and Executive Director of  
the Milford Regional Healthcare Foundation 
Emily Quinn. “The event is also a time to 
reflect and be grateful for the advances the 
medical community continues to make in 
treating this disease that affects millions of  
people.”

For more information on the Tree of  Life or 
to make a contribution, view foundation.mil-
fordregional.org/treeoflife or call 508-422-2228.



4 • 															               Blackstone Valley TribuneFriday, December 1, 2023

TO PLACE AN AD:
Mikaela Victor

(774) 200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
Kerri Peterson

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Blackstone Valley Tribune 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: 
news@stonebridgepress.news 
OR send to Blackstone Valley Tribune 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

The Blackstone Valley Tribune (USPS 024-873) is published weekly by 
Stonebridge Press, 25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA  01550.  Periodicals postage 
paid at Southbridge, MA  01550.  POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to 
the Blackstone Valley Tribune, P. O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA  01550.

President and Publisher

Frank G. Chilinski 
860-928-1818 ext. 103

frank@stonebridgepress.news

Business Manager

Ryan Corneau 
860-928-1818 ext. 102

ryan@salmonpress.news

Operations Director

Jim DiNicola 
508-764-6102

jdinicola@stonebridgepress.news

Editor

Brendan Berube

508-909-4106
news@stonebridgepress.news

Production Manager

Julie Clarke 
860-928-1818, ext. 305 

julie@villagernewspapers.com

Blackstone Valley 
Tribune published by 
Stonebridge Press

Real Estate
BLACKSTONE

$650,000, 142 Lincoln St, Jolicoeur, Gary, to Laforest, Christine 
A, and Laforest, Daniel J.

$410,000, 2-4 Howard St, Hennigan, Mark F, to Silva, Thiago.
$400,000, 15 Carter Ave, Tancrelle, Deborah L, and Vilnit, 

Patricia L, to Thornquist, Nicholas R.
$240,000, 22-24 Church St, Pisani, Sheila M, to Carpentier, 

James.

DOUGLAS
$675,000, 23 Hilltop Dr, Champagne, Keith L, and Champagne, 

Karolyn T, to Heckler, Gretchen, and Cardarelli, Jonathon.
$610,000, 31 Webster St, Lukianuk, Richard, and Lukianuk, 

Lee A, to Ghoummid, Said, and Hsissou, Fatima.
$490,000, 191 Walnut St, Fernandes, Danielle, to Bryant, 

Andrew, and Bryant, Amanda.
$464,900, 2 Nautical Way #2, Arpin, Gary P, and Arpin, Noreen 

F, to Patel, Mayurkumar.

NORTHBRIDGE
$625,000, 245 Sand Trap Ct #245, Davidson, Timothy, and 

Davidson, Bonnie, to Maloney, James, and Maloney, Colleen.
$525,000, 129 Rumonoski Dr, Kosciak, Neil J, and Kosciak, 

Jaime A, to Farrell, Dyan, and Geoghegan, Maura.
$290,000, 614-616 Sutton St, Buma, Paul R, and Buma, Patricia 

A, to Filho, Paulo, and Sardinha, Fabiana.
$229,900, 12 High St #12, Snell Jr, Bruce H, and Snell, Laura, 

to Huang, Lei.
$175,000, 315 Main St, Whitinsville Redevt, and Jolles, Leonard, 

to Kee Properties LLC.

UXBRIDGE
$762,700, 23 Bayliss Way, Sutton Street LLC, to Berger, Matthew, 

and Berger, Kara.
$600,000, 35 Capron St, Donaldson Holdings T, and Donaldson, 

Kevin T, to Melgarejo, Manuel R, and Ramos, Samantha.
$590,000, 125 Eric Dr, Morton, Michael W, and Morton, Kelly L, 

to Ashton, Craig, and Ashton, Shayna.
$400,000, 15 Myers St, 15 Myers Street Nt, and Jezerski, Cindy 

L, to Flanagan, Kevin M, and Flanagan, Deborah J.

Douglas Girl Scout 
Troop welcomes 

new members

First Congregational 
Church hosting Christmas 
floral arrangement class

DOUGLAS — Girls in 
grades 4 & 5 are invited to 
join Girl Scout Troop 65050.

The troop meets every 
other Tuesday, at 5:30 p.m. 
in Douglas. Register now to 
claim her spot as troops fill 
fast. Annual membership 
cost is $35 and financial 
assistance is available.

See for yourself  what Girl 
Scouts have to offer. Girl 
Scouts is the premier organi-
zation for girls to learn about 
leadership, financial liter-
acy, life skills, science and 
technology, the outdoors, and 
community service. Previous 
Girl Scout experience is not 
necessary.

You can register for a spot 
in the troop at https://bit.ly/
troop65050

Questions? Email info@
gscwm.org or call 508-365-
0115.

About Girl Scouts of  
Central and Western 
Massachusetts

Girl Scouts of  Central 
and Western Massachusetts 
serves more than 5,000 girls 
in grades K through 12 with 
the strong support of  3,000 
adult volunteers in 186 towns 
and cities in central and 
western Massachusetts. Girl 
Scouts’ mission is to build 
girls of  courage, confidence, 
and character who make the 
world a better place. Since 
1912, girls have explored 
new fields of  knowledge, 
learned valuable skills, and 
developed strong core val-
ues through Girl Scouts. 
Today, Girl Scouts is, as it 
always has been, the orga-
nization best positioned to 
help girls develop important 
leadership skills they need 
to become successful adults.

MILLBURY — A 
Christmas floral arrange-
ment class will take place 
at the Millbury First 
Congregational Church, 148 
West Main St.

Sandy Michalak of  Herbert 
E. Berg Florists will teach 
participants how to complete 

their own Christmas floral 
arrangement on Saturday, 
Dec. 16 at 1 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. Beginners 
are welcome, and advance 
registration is required.

Payment of  $25 is due by 
Saturday, Dec. 9 to Janice 
Fortin (508-826-6381).
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 11/27/23 was $3.79 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides of Beef Available!

Call now to order
 your Christmas 
Prime Rib Roast

Stock up 
now!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

FIREWOOD
 FOR SALE 

Green, cut,
 split, delivered

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

UniBank launches annual Holiday Giving program

Community breakfast seeks donations

Northbridge Historical Society to 
host Ken Turino for Christmas lecture

Uxbridge Public Schools selected to participate 
in educational technology peer learning cohort

Free Community 
Christmas Dinner 

at BVUMC

WHITINSVILLE — UniBank 
recently announced that the bank 
kicked off  its annual Holiday Giving 
Tree Program on Nov. 24 to make the 
season brighter for individuals and 
families throughout the community. 
The program is part of  the bank’s 
dedication to improving life for the 
communities it serves.

Each UniBank branch has chosen 
an organization that fills a need in 
their community and supports the 
program by making and purchasing 
items, and accepting donations from 
customers and the general public. 
Many local residents face difficult 
times around the holiday season and 
UniBank is pleased to work with local 
charitable organizations in support 
of  this effort to help its neighbors. 
Branch collections are as follows:

Blackstone: Requesting items to 
be distributed by the Divine Mercy 
Parish for individuals in Blackstone.

Douglas: Collecting non-perish-
able food items for the Douglas Food 
Pantry located at St. Denis Church.

Hopkinton: Requesting items that 
will be distributed to families in need 
by Project Just Because.

Milford: Requesting items that will 
be given to individuals and families 
in need in the Milford Community. 
Donations will be distributed by the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society at St. 
Mary of  the Assumption Church.

North Grafton: Requesting items 
needed by senior citizens that will 
be distributed by the Grafton Senior 
Center.

Shrewsbury: Requesting food dona-
tions that will be distributed by St. 
Anne’s Human Services.

Sutton: Items for senior citizens to 
be distributed by the Sutton Senior 
Center.

Upton: Items needed by senior cit-
izens to be handed out by the Upton 
Senior Center.

Uxbridge: Requesting specific 
items for individuals in Uxbridge to 
be distributed by the People First 
Food Pantry.

Whitinsville Main: Requesting 
items that will be distributed by the 
Friends of  Northbridge Elders to 
individuals in Northbridge.

Whitinsville Plaza: Requesting 
items to be distributed by the 
Massachusetts Department of  
Children and Families to benefit 
local children.

Worcester: Tags requesting specific 

WHITINSVILLE — Parishioners 
and volunteers from the Blackstone 
Valley United Methodist Church 
would like to cordially invite the 
community to a traditional turkey 
dinner, including the usual holiday 
meal favorites; potatoes, vegetables, 
squash, stuffing and cranberry sauce.

This year’s meal will be served 
on Monday, Dec. 25, from noon to 2 
p.m. in the Blackstone Valley United 
Methodist Faith Hall at 61 Linwood 
Ave., Whitinsville. Parking is avail-
able behind the church accessible 
from Church Street. The dinner is 
open to everyone free of  charge. 
Please come join us for a joyous 
Christmas celebration that will 
include holiday fun, food, and fellow-
ship with many from the community. 

For more information, call the 
church office at 508-234-2275.

items needed by women and children 
to be distributed by the YWCA.

Donated items may be dropped 
off  during regular banking hours 
through mid-December. Check with 
your local branch for specific details 
and deadlines. Visit www.unibank.
com for a listing of  branch locations 
and hours.

UniBank is rooted in the 
Blackstone Valley with assets of  $2.6 
billion as of  September 30, 2023. A 
full-service, mutually owned com-
munity bank, UniBank has branches 
in Central Massachusetts and the 
MetroWest region of  Massachusetts. 
UniBank is dedicated to contribut-
ing to the overall quality of  life and 

economic health of  the communi-
ties it serves, while maintaining a 
high level of  financial soundness 
and integrity. UniBank is an Equal 
Housing Lender and Member FDIC 
and Member DIF.  UniBank NMLS 
#583135. The company Web site is 
www.unibank.com.

WHITINSVILLE — St. Patrick’s 
Church, Whitinsville, has offered 
hot breakfasts at no charge through 
the John 21 Community Breakfast 
ministry for almost ten years.  The 
program has now served over 48,000 
free meals on Saturday mornings. 
Anyone can request a meal, includ-
ing guests from neighboring towns.

Currently, 80 meals are being pre-
pared each week. Our guests are 
invited to join us for inside dining, 
with an opportunity to socialize 
and enjoy being served a nourish-
ing breakfast on Saturdays from 8 – 
9:30 a.m. A dedicated volunteer also 

makes deliveries to local shut ins.
In order to sustain this pro-

gram, donations are sought from 
our community. This program has 
endured through support from fellow 
Churches, generous contributions 
from caring individual supporters/
local companies, and product/food 
donations from businesses.  Please 
consider supporting the John 21 
Community Breakfast during this 
season of  giving. Many donations 
can be used as a tax deduction.

This campaign will run from Nov. 
22 through Dec. 30.  One hundred per-
cent of  the contributions are used for 

supplies and to sustain this import-
ant ministry.

Contributions can be made mail-
ing a check payable to John 21 
Community Breakfast to St. Patrick’s 
Church, 7 East St., Whitinsville, MA  
01588 or electronically through the 
Web site, https://www.mystpatricks.
com/httpsgivingparishsoftcomap-
pgivingps-1443.

If  you have any questions or 
to volunteer, please call Shelly 
Mombourquette,  Pro g ram 
Coordinator, at 508-234-5656 or email 
shelly@mystpatricks.com.

NORTHBRIDGE — The 
Northbridge Historical Society, in 
association with The Northbridge 
Historical Commission, is pleased 
to present “The Spirit of  Christmas 
Past: Four Centuries of  Christmas 
in America,” a scholarly lecture by 
Kenneth C. Turino.

The presentation will trace the 
development of  the celebration of  
Christmas from when it was out-
lawed in 1600s New England through 
the mid 1900s as the modern trap-

pings of  Christmas come into place. 
How were Christmas trees raised? 
Stockings hung? How were the halls 
decked? These topics will be dis-
cussed and more!

Ken Turino is an award winning 
author and video maker whose 
work has appeared on PBS. He is 
currently on the Faculty of  Tufts 
University’s Museum Studies 
Department and is Manager of  
Community Partnerships and 
Resource Development at Historic 

New England.
This event was made possible by 

a grant from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council and the Northbridge 
Cultural Council. It will take place 
Dec. 14 at 6:30 p.m. at Northbridge 
Memorial Town Hall. Light refresh-
ments will be served. This is a free 
event but donations will be accepted 
to benefit the restoration and upkeep 
of  The Fletcher House. To RSVP, 
please email Christine Johnson (cfu-
lone@gmail.com).

UXBRIDGE — Superintendent 
Michael Baldassarre and Director 
of  Technology and Digital Learning 
Jessica Brittingham are pleased to 
share that Uxbridge Public Schools 
was recently selected to partici-
pate in the Educational Technology 
(EdTech) Peer Learning Cohort.

The EdTech Peer Learning Cohort 
is a year-long collaborative program 
that focuses on leveraging educa-
tional technology to create affirm-
ing learning environments in which 
all students are able to engage in 
deeper learning.

Uxbridge was one of  12 districts/
school systems selected by DESE to 
participate.

DESE and The Learning 
Accelerator (TLA) developed the 
EdTech Systems Guide in response 
to an increase in virtual learning 
following the COVID-19 pandemic, to 

support school leaders in choosing, 
evaluating, and implementing edu-
cational technology.

The EdTech team collaboratively 
identified the development of  digi-
tal skills as a primary focus for the 
year-long work.

TLA will collaborate with Uxbridge 
Public Schools to tackle meaningful 
challenges by refining the use of  spe-
cific technologies, centering digital 
equity, and showcasing best practic-
es around technology integration in 
alignment with the district’s goals.

Beginning in October, the EdTech 
Peer Learning Cohort meets twice 
monthly, once a month as a team, 
and once a month with the district 
coach, from the TLA. Additionally, 
the cohort will meet three times per 
year with teams from 11 other dis-
tricts throughout the state to discuss 
educational technology and prob-

lems of  practice.
The Uxbridge team consists of  

Team Chair Jessica Brittingham, 
Assistant Superintendent Karen 
Dwyer, Uxbridge High School 
Principal Michael Rubin, Uxbridge 
High School teachers Corey Guerra 
and Casandra Knauer, Whitin 
Intermediate School teachers 
Lisa McLaughlin, Gail Williams, 
and Cayce Pappas, and Taft Early 
Learning Center teachers Alison 
Scagnelli and Amanda Gallerani.

“I would like to thank Director 
of  Technology and Digital Learning 
Jessica Brittingham for spearhead-
ing this initiative,” said Baldassarre. 
“This program gives school adminis-
tration the opportunity to imple-
ment the best educational technolo-
gy practices into our district and to 
provide our students with opportu-
nities to engage in deeper learning.”



Add a bit 
of  greenery 
to your front 
steps, window 
box or patio 
with a win-
ter container 
garden. You’ll 
find all the 

ingredients you need at your local garden 
center, craft store, and maybe even a few 
in your backyard.

Start with a walk through your yard 
and look for evergreens and other poten-
tial ingredients for your winter contain-
ers.  Fruits like rose hips, winterberries, 
holly berries, crabapples and others add 
color to the container.  Fluffy seedheads 
of  grasses make a nice vertical accent 
and add a bit of  motion to the arrange-
ment.

Next, convert one or two of  your sum-
mer or fall containers into a winter dis-
play.  The container should be able to 
tolerate the winter conditions in your 
area. Concrete, iron, metal, wood and 
fiberglass containers are best suited for 
year-round use. Even plastic pots will last 
for a few years when left outside.

Or start a new container for winter. 
Repurpose or purchase a container. 
Nursery pots that once housed trees and 
shrubs make excellent options. These 
black containers provide the perfect 
backdrop for greenery and are available 
for free from most garden centers and 
fellow gardeners.

Make sure the pot has drainage holes 
to prevent water-logged soil and water 
from overflowing the pot. Fill the contain-
er about seven eighths full with a well-
drained potting mix.  The soil helps hold 
the greenery, twigs and other materials 
in place and adds weight to keep the pot 
upright throughout the winter.

Consider using a mix of  greens for a 
variety of  textures and various shades 
of  green. Pine, spruce, arborvitae, box-

wood and junipers may be growing in 
your landscape and most are available at 
garden centers. Spruce tips are popular, 
allowing you to add “mini” trees or create 
vertical accents in your containers.

Use greens to cover the pot and create 
an attractive base for your winter dis-
play.  Place some branches upright and 
others at a 45-degree angle so the greens 
drape over the edge. Secure the stems by 
placing them at least four inches deep in 
the soil.

Now add some color and vertical inter-
est with stems of  red twig dogwoods, 
paper birch branches, berry-laden stems 
from holly and winterberry and curly 
willow branches. Artificial material and 
outdoor ornaments can also be used. It’s 
your opportunity to get creative.

Do consider adding other elements 
such as evergreen cones, seed pods, alli-
um seedheads, and balloon plant pods. 
Leave them natural or add some paint 
and glitter.

Water thoroughly to remove air pock-
ets and lock your ingredients in place.  
Keeping the soil moist until the potting 
mix freezes can help extend the beauty 
of  the greenery. The winter containers 
will also last much longer in cooler tem-
peratures. And those displayed in more 
sheltered locations out of  direct sunlight 
and wind will suffer less drying.

Once your container is complete it is 
time to relax and enjoy your holiday cel-
ebrations.

Melinda Myers has written more than 
20 gardening books, including the recently 
released Midwest Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small Space Gardening. 
She hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant video and DVD series 
and the nationally syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and contributing edi-
tor for Birds & Blooms magazine. Myers 
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.
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To advertise in this directory the 2nd and 4th weeks 
of the month, please call Mikaela at 774-200-7308

or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
It’s the best deal in the house!

Roofing
ShingleS

or
rubber

MasteR
CRaftsMan

CeRtainteed
Vinyl
siding

Bill Skerry 508-414-9457

Mark Vaz 774-244-6781

Quality Work... Always

or

HAMMERHEAD CARPENTRY

ROOFING

We sometimes find our-
selves standing at the feet of  
towering giants and facing 
impossible battles. The types 
of  battles that make you ques-
tion everything you thought 
you knew, making you feel as 
if  you don't have what it takes 
and that you should give up 
and die.

What if  I told you that this 
perception, this daunting outlook, is 
often a mere illusion?

There is a truth that many of  us find 
hard to believe: that deep within you 
lies everything you need to triumph 
over your giants.

At an early age, Stephen Wiltshire 
received an autism diagnosis, a con-
dition that faced significant stigma 
during his childhood. He was non-ver-
bal until the age of  five; few could 
have imagined his disability would 
eventually become one of  his greatest 
strengths.

Stephen had a love for drawing; he 
was passionate about it. It was his 
way of  connecting and communicat-
ing. Being autistic, I'm sure nobody 
thought Stephen had any chance in 
art.

Soon enough, Stephen had the atten-
tion of  a teacher who noticed his 
remarkable talent. His drawings, char-
acterized by their stunning detail and 
complexity, were entered into compe-
titions and started winning awards.

As fate would have it, Stephen dis-
covered that he had an eidetic memo-
ry that allowed him to draw complex 
landscapes and cityscapes even after 
just a glance.

Against all odds, Stephen's per-
ceived disadvantage also came with 
an advantage that gave him every-
thing he needed to become a world-
class artist.

Ludwig van Beethoven, a renowned 
musical genius, faced an unimag-
inable challenge as he began to lose 
his hearing. Many might have thought 
this marked the end of  his illustrious 
career. Yet, in an astonishing turn of  
events, this loss became a transforma-
tional force in his musical journey.

His compositions got better as 
he lost his hearing; they soared in 
depth and expression. Astoundingly, 
Beethoven's most celebrated works 
emerged when he was entirely deaf.

This profound loss forced him to 
listen in a new way, feeling the vibra-
tions of  each note. He began to per-
ceive and compose music in a way he 
never had before.

This unforeseen challenge 
became the catalyst that pro-
pelled his artistry to unprece-
dented heights.

What seems like a crippling 
setback can be precisely what's 
needed to bring you toward 
your destiny.

Aron Ralston, an adventurer 
and mountaineer, lived for the 
thrill of  conquering the great 

outdoors. His passion for exploring 
remote canyons and scaling rugged 
peaks was not just a hobby but a 
profound expression of  his connec-
tion with nature. Ralston's adventures 
showed his profound love for the wil-
derness, a love that would be tested in 
ways he probably never imagined.

In April 2003, a routine solo can-
yoneering trip in Utah became a life-
or-death struggle. While navigating 
a narrow canyon, a dislodged boul-
der trapped his right arm against the 
canyon wall. For five agonizing days, 
Ralston battled the elements, his phys-
ical limits, and mounting despair.

With dwindling supplies and no 
hope of  rescue, he faced an unimag-
inable decision: amputate his trapped 
arm with a dull pocketknife to escape. 
This harrowing choice marked a turn-
ing point not only in his ordeal but in 
his entire life.

Ralston was undoubtedly forced to 
alter his relationship with the out-
doors dramatically. What had once 
been a playground became the scene 
of  his most profound challenge.

Yet, it deepened his respect and 
appreciation for the wild and led him 
down a new path.

He penned his memoir, "Between a 
Rock and a Hard Place," recounting 
his extraordinary survival and the 
lessons learned in the canyon.

His story inspired millions, leading 
to speaking engagements and even 
a film adaptation, "127 Hours," that 
brought his tale to a global audience.

In losing a part of  himself, Ralston 
found a deeper purpose and discov-
ered that even with losing his arm, he 
still had everything he needed to get 
to the next level of  his life.

Each of  us has an untapped well 
of  inner strength. More often than 
not, we possess the tools necessary 
to navigate life's biggest challenges. 
Sometimes, the presence of  a daunt-
ing obstacle reveals the actual depth 
of  our ability. Next time you feel over-
whelmed or insufficient, hold onto 
this truth: within you lies everything 
you need to overcome and succeed.

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

The strength to overcome 
obstacles lies within you

Outdoor winter container gardens

Whitinsville Christian School honor roll

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Melinda Myers

Winter container gardens made of natural materials add beauty and color to the winter landscape.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@ stonebridgepress.news

WHITINSVILLE — Whitinsville 
Christian School has released its 
honor roll for the first quarter of  the 
2023-2024 school year.

Grade 6

High Honors: Chloe Barker, Evelyn 
Barnes, Lily Brochu, Ethan Cwiakala, 
Hadley DeFrancisco, Colin Dertien, 
Remi DesJardins, Gianna Dyke, Ruthie 
Philip, Ella Pitts, Stella Ryan, Lillian 
Schwenke, Alexis Thakkallapalli

Honors: Riley Ahearn, Madelyn 
Arrigan, Konstantinos Boras, Nathan 
Boria, James Bourguignon, Vienna 
Butzke, Antonina Cirincione, Brooks 
Corkran, Leonardo Dasilva, Luca 
Deliso, Charlotte Fogg, Atticus Freitas, 
Brayden Kurczy, Aletta Osterman, 
Hannah Reynolds, Kayo Silva, Valerie 
Taylor, Lucy Tinio, Jacob Tomasino, 
Brooklyn Zych, Micah Zylstra

Grade 7
High Honors: Elise Bastien, Molly 

Chambers, Thomas Cintolo, Ava 
Cormier, Kaleb DeWeerd, Sophie 
Finch, Audrina Lucas, Sienna Roach, 
Mason Thakkallapalli

Honors: Olivia Barnatt, Mackenzie 
Brower, Joao Victor Carvalho, Putnam 
Costello, Emily Coyne, Poliane Da 
Silva, Jack Foppema, Eliza Gaudiano, 
Kayden Harshaw, Mazzy Hollibaugh, 
Anya Hruzd, Dawson Martinka, 
Ethan McCabe, Elyse McGee, Mason 
Moesker, Caitlyn Neal, Hailey Paiva, 
Molly Piascik, Makayla Sedzro, Emma 
Simao, Effrosyni Tzimogianni, Arielle 
Zdanis

Grade 8
High Honors: Neriah Bagaya, Jacob 

Beatty, Judah Freitas, Isabelle Gava, 
Chloe Kelly, Raegen McAlister, Jacob 
Pitts, Ryleigh Shanahan, Michael Vos

Honors: Brayden Alix, Thomas Barry, 
Aislyn Butzke, Cadence Calarese, 
Annika Corkran, Casrae DesJardins, 
Alec Gazda-Tran, Tessa Grelewicz-
Ferreira, Joshua Hilgenberg, Cameron 
Houde, Jack Johnson, Tadala Kachaje, 
Katelyn Keeler, Mia McGuire, Kailen 
Murzycki, Madeline Olkowski, Emma 
Smith, Yvette Solorzano, Celine Tran

Grade 9
High Honors: Isabella Aloise, Nathan 

Bagaya, Emily Bastien, Demetri 
Boermeester, Samantha Boria, Amelia 
Bowler, Aberlin Cwiakala, Charlotte 
DeFrancisco, Avery Dertien, Gabriel 
Deters, Audyn DeWeerd, Mya Duffy, 
Josephina Dyke, Enson Enoch, Ian 
Finch, Emily Flagg, Mollaigh Flannery, 
Lucia Gaudiano, Jensen Gonneville, 
Jude Goodson, Miley Hazard, Aimee 
Jolicoeur, Hailey Kindl, Emma 
MacCarthy, Elliot McCabe, Eamon 
Moloney, Julia Monteiro, Neola Nigh, 
Sophia Robbins, Amelia Rufo, Brinley 
Rufo, Rachel Scott, Ruth Stenbuck, 
Elisavet Tzimogianni, Nathanael Vos, 
Emma Whitsitt

Honors: Amelia Besong, Owen 
Brown, Ethan Curry, Abby Flagg, 
Alexi Gilchrist, Eden Gluckin, Finch 

Harvey, Indiana Hollibaugh, Carrie 
Keeler, Connor Kitchen, Joshua 
LaBonte, Jaejun Lee, Vaughn Mulroy, 
Connor Neal, Maksim Smith, Matthew 
Taylor, Caleb Tetreault, Xin Jiannan

Grade 10
High Honors: Madison Amati, Kacy 

Brochu, Emily Burkhart, Maxwell 
DeFrancisco, Micah Deters, Matthew 
Dudley, Noah Garrant, Brinley 
Gonneville, Jack Hutchinson, Faith 
Najem, Maria Ramos, Kyria Sedzro, 
Justin Smith, Matthew Wren, Mark 
Yarger

Honors: Addison Boone, Natasha 
Carreiro, Eli Focht, Elijah Fortna, 
Ethan Hand, Jillian Lawson, Ryan 
Martinka, Cam Morse, Pham Minh 
Hang Nguyen, Emily Oatis, Charles 
Ramsdell, Ludmilla Silveira, 
Genevieve Tatulli, Lilly Wierenga, 
Brian Wright

Grade 11
High Honors: Charlotte Bartlett, 

Jack Carlin, Rebeca Dasilva, Emelyn 
DeWeerd, George Foint, Julia Gibbons, 
Katherine Godin, Braden Gorman, 
Ashley Jeong, Isabella Kling, Julia 
Lawson, Gillian McGee, CJ Najem, 
Logan O'Connell, Hannah Ostroff, 
Jacob Piascik, Rosemary Poe, Scarlett 
Shaw, Alison Sim, Corbin Swaim, 
Emma Wierenga

Honors: Caden Anema, Amanda 
Cinelli, Joanna Graves, Hyun Joon 
Kim, Chuqui Liu, Joshua Monteiro, 
William Mulroy, Gabriella Neves, 
Hannah Rejmer, Quinn Rice, Joseph 
Tatulli, Claire Tubo, Hannah Walton

Grade 12
High Honors: Asher Bell, Nicolas 

Belucio, Ella Brochu, Grace Conners, 
Caleb Deters, James Dudley, Ethan 
Enoch, Maria Fletcher, Kaylin Fogg, 
Annika Fortna, Colin Gava, Avery 
Glidden, Sining Guo, Evan Hand, Ava 
Ibrahim, Margaret Johnson, William 
Johnson, Makenna Kitchen, Hannah 
Lashley, Jaquelyn McNamara, Liam 
Menard, Meadow O'Connell, Carlie 
Paharik, Hayden Plourde, Nathan 
Romine, Isabella Silveira, Declan 
Smith, Justin Vos, Grace Walton, Eme 
Wyndham, Erin Wyndham

Honors: Molly Burkhart, Wesley 
Burns, Zach Casey, Noelle Champigny, 
Kathleen Crowley, Megan Foellmer, 
Camdyn Forget, Matthew Godin, 
Kelly Keeler, Adrienne Marshall, Sean 
McGrath, Victoria McNamara, Delia 
Moloney, Elyssa Pastor, Chloe Richey, 
Alexandria Weedon, Abigail Wozniak
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoFall

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Guaranteed
 Gutter 

Cleanings 

Call or Text 
(508)

450-7472

GUTTER 
CLEANING No Job 

Too Small
No Job 

Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

HandymanGUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When protecting your family, 
quality matters. We only use 
the two best products on the 
market; Certainteed Shingles 
and Owens Corning Shingles. 
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax 508-450-7472 
call or text 

gbmaintco.com
Financing Available 

A+ Rating BBB
Mass CSL #099487

Mass HIC number 124019 
Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter cleaning, gutter repairs,
 Certainteed Shingle Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

FSO
Painting and More
Pro Painter in the Brookfield 

and surrounding areas.
NOW THROUGH 
THANKSGIVING, 

GET 10% OFF 
POWER WASHING AND 

GUTTER CLEANING
Call Matt (229)256-6929
 or Linda (774)402-0852

PAINTING

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
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Asian Longhorn 
Beetle CertifiedBiggest Selection of Marble,  

Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop
300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Painting

GJ Leduc 
Painting
Interior and

 Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

508-764-8548

DUMPSTERS

SOOJIAN 
SERVICES
Dumpsters 
Available

15 or 30 yard
Two weeks 

time

(508)
 892 - 9602

reddumpster.
com
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER 
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low 

price! 
Get 7 papers.

774-200-7308



To the Editor:
The disruptions in US cities and 

globally after a middle-of-the-night 
attack against Israel by Hamas on 
Oct. 7 are appalling! What passes for 
‘freedom of  speech’ and ‘diversity 
of  opinion’ by protesters is awful to 
see and hear, because Hamas broke 
the existing ‘peace,’ a.k.a. ‘ceasefire.’ 
No matter the nationality, how can 
unprovoked barbarian-style mur-
ders of  over 1,000 (mostly Israelis) 
and hostage-taking of  more than 200 
by a known terrorist organization 
(imbedded among millions of  inno-
cent Palestinians in Gaza) warrant 
flag-waving praise for aggressor 
and condemnation of  victim, Israel? 
Such hatred shocks; the world is 
tilts!

Faced with surprise attack on the 
US homeland at Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 
1942, and the unimaginable on Sept. 
11, 2001, we defeated German and 
Japanese dictators in WWII; then 
fought to destroy terrorists harbored 
in Afghanistan.  Israel asks the same: 
justified defense to protect its State 
and, by extension, preserve peace in 
the wider Arab world and insulate 
Western Civilization against geopo-
litical impact.

The contrast between peace-
ful pro-Israel and lawless, disrup-
tive pro-Palestine rallies is dis-
played by vicious anti-Semitism on 
our streets and college campuses. 
“From the river (Jordan) to the sea 
(Mediterranean)” is no innocent 

‘aspirational’ slogan, as described 
by a US Congresswoman. Rather, 
since 1948, it continues as a clarion 
to erase Israel’s very existence by 
whatever means necessary as heard 
in the recent Hamas promise that 
“Israel can expect attacks again and 
again.”

What is happening before our eyes 
should awaken all people of  ‘faith’, 
because Islamic terrorist groups, by 
whatever name or country of  origin, 
seek dominance of  their religious 
rules through global jihad; Hamas 
in Gaza is but one. Sadly, Israeli 
and Palestinian populations are each 
trapped in the middle: the former 
fears never-ending attacks on their 
homeland while the latter, equally 
defenseless, is shamefully used as 
human shields by their ‘leaders’.

Exhibiting not one humanitarian 
‘heart beat,’ Hamas engages in a 
slow, tortured release of  innocent 
hostages (50 so far) in exchange 
for more than triple numbers of  
Palestinian prisoners. Scant relief  
and no lasting solution for peace are 
offered! Hamas is master of  ‘psy-
chological warfare,’ deadly as gun-
fire; somehow existential change in 
Gaza’s governance must be achieved. 
Since another chapter in this human 
tragedy is being written, perhaps 
this time, centuries-old books can be 
re-opened to where Jews and Arabs 
co-existed peacefully and profitably.

Jane F.  Keegan
Uxbridge
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25 Elm St.
Southbridge, MA 01550

Telephone: (508) 909-4126
Fax: (508) 764-8015

w w w.StonebridgePress.com

Frank G. 
Chilinski
President & 

Publisher

Brendan 
Berube

Editor  

Editorial

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond
OPINION

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

The power of 
small changes

In a world that often celebrates instant 
results and quick fixes, the true path to 
personal growth and self-improvement 
lies in the steady accumulation of  small 
changes. We live in an age where we’re 
bombarded with information about 
radical transformations and overnight 
success stories. However, it’s essential 
to remember that lasting change often 
comes from the consistent practice of  
good habits, one small step at a time.

The journey of  self-improvement can 
be daunting. Whether it’s striving for bet-
ter health, financial stability, or person-
al development, the thought of  making 
significant changes can be overwhelm-
ing. But here’s the secret: progress is not 
about massive, dramatic actions. Instead, 
it’s about the cumulative effect of  tiny, 
daily efforts.

Developing good habits requires patience, 
persistence, and an understanding that 
meaningful change doesn’t happen over-
night. Instead, it unfolds gradually.

Small changes are sustainable because 
they don’t disrupt your life drastically. 
When you start with tiny steps, you’re 
less likely to feel overwhelmed and give 
up. These changes become integrated into 
your daily routine, making them easier to 
maintain over the long term.

Consistency is the backbone of  habit 
formation. By taking small actions every 
day, you reinforce positive behaviors and 
build momentum. Over time, these behav-
iors become second nature, and you don’t 
have to rely on willpower alone.

Large changes can trigger resistance 
and anxiety. Our brains are wired to 
resist big, sudden shifts. In contrast, small 
changes are less threatening, making it 
easier to overcome the resistance that 
often accompanies change.

Celebrating small victories along the 
way boosts motivation and confidence. 
Each small change achieved is a step 
forward, reinforcing your commitment to 
your goals.

Life is unpredictable, and sudden 
disruptions can derail even the best-
laid plans. When your habits are built 
on small, manageable changes, you can 
adapt more easily to unexpected challeng-
es without losing sight of  your goals.

Identify one habit you want to culti-
vate and break it down into the smallest 
possible steps. For example, if  you want 
to exercise regularly, start with just five 
minutes of  activity each day.

Set specific goals: Make your goals clear 
and measurable. Instead of  saying, “I 
want to get in shape,” say, “I will walk for 
10 minutes every morning.”

Establish a daily routine that includes 
your new habit. Consistency is easier to 
maintain when your habit becomes part 
of  your daily life.

Track your progress: Keep a journal or 
use habit-tracking apps to monitor your 
daily efforts. Seeing your progress can be 
motivating and help you stay on track.

Stay accountable: Share your goals 
with a friend or family member who can 
offer support and encouragement. Having 
someone to hold you accountable can be a 
powerful motivator.

Remember, the journey of  self-improve-
ment is not a sprint but a marathon. 
Embrace the process of  making small 
changes every day, and in time, you’ll look 
back and be amazed at the significant 
transformation that these incremental 
efforts have brought to your life. By cul-
tivating good habits one step at a time, 
you’ll not only achieve your goals but also 
develop the resilience and discipline nec-
essary for a lifetime of  positive change.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

What would Yogi do?

Happy Wokesgiving

It’s truly appalling!

To the Editor:
Yogi Berra once said, "When you 

come to a fork in the road..... take it."  
America is now at that proverbial 
fork. Down which path do we go?

Before getting to that, imagine 
anyone quoting a Fox source for 
political or economic ‘facts’ after 
Fox has admitted lying to their view-
ers? Politifact found that “60 per-
cent of  all Fox News statements are 
either mostly false, or a complete lie.  
That leaves 40 percent that are true, 
or mostly true (and 25 percent of  the 
‘true’ statements consist of  “…and 
now a word from our sponsors”).   
These lies have cost people their 
lives - remember the COVID 'hoax?’ 
Fox has already paid $785 million in 
fines for their on-air lies, and still 
faces a $2 billion defamation lawsuit, 
along with several additional ex-em-
ployee lawsuits. So, what does it say 
about someone who openly admits to 
still getting her ‘information’ from 
Fox?  Fun Fact: Fox is the #1 network 
in red (Republican) states with the 
lowest school test scores.

Marxist Joe Biden has foisted 
many terrible things on the people 
of  America in the last three years. 
We are all aware of  that dreadful 
infrastructure bill that Republicans 
all voted against, but back home, are 
now taking credit for; and then there 
is that horrible negotiated reduction 
in the prices of  critical drugs, com-
mencing in 2025.  And there’s more 
bad policy everywhere you look.

In the first 30 months of  Biden’s 
administration, 13.2 million non-
farm jobs were created. That is 10 
times more than Trump created 
in his first 30 months (Politifact). 
According to a local writer, those 
are mostly second or third jobs, so 
don’t matter. 13.2 million second 
and third jobs?  Are they all at 
McDonald’s?  It makes perfect sense 
to blame Marxist Joe for an econ-
omy that he has little control over. 
Apparently, some believe that he not 
only decides what jobs are avail-
able, but how many you can have, 
and who gets to fill them. Joe is not 
only a Marxist, he’s a dictator! The 
fact that, according to just released 
spending numbers, the economy is 

doing just fine doesn’t mean that we 
should give Marxist Joe any credit. 
It’s more satisfying to just ignore the 
fact that inflation in the U.S., at 3.2 
percent, is the lowest of  all the G7 
countries – basically, the countries 
with the world’s largest economies. 
Damn you, Marxist Joe!

Biden doesn't set food or gas pric-
es, and he doesn't control the Federal 
Reserve, which is on a mission to 
reduce an already low rate of  infla-
tion by raising interest rates and 
increasing the level of  unemploy-
ment.  (For reference, inflation was 
at 13 percent in the ‘70’s.) When 
interviewed, corporate execs brazen-
ly state that they are not lowering 
prices, even though their costs have 
come back down, and despite the 
impact of  unreasonably high prices 
on the economy. They simply refuse 
to cut into their new mega profits. 
Exxon and Citibank, for instance, 
have reported record billions in prof-
its this year alone. Laying off  highly 
paid, skilled workers only adds more 
profit to their bottom line. Of  course, 
Marxist Joe also decides whom, and 
how many employees get axed.

I personally wish Biden would 
fire Jerome Powell, the head of  the 
Federal Reserve. He is a lawyer, not 
an economist, whose sole solutions 
to inflation are to force job cuts and 
make it harder for consumers to 
buy cars, homes, appliances, and pay 
down credit card balances. He never 
considers anything on the supply 
side, such as price controls, or an 
excess profit tax (a bill that was 
killed by Republicans in Congress).  
To quote Alfred E. Newman: "What...
me worry?"  But, it's all Marxist Joe's 
fault.

But back to Yogi’s fork in the road:  
Does America maintain democra-
cy and continue left, or do we go 
'a droit,' as the French would say, 
with authoritarianism and/or fas-
cism?  If  we do go right, what will 
America look like? (For a post-Hal-
loween fright, Google ‘Project 2025’).

Well, we already have a far right 
Republican party that is focused on 
eliminating the Constitution and 
ending democracy in America. That 
sounds pretty appealing. We can 

surely count on GOP billionaires to 
help out the middle class. Look at all 
the freebies they give to the conser-
vative Supreme Court justices! We 
can always hope that the big tax cuts 
given to corporations will eventual-
ly trickle down to the rest of  us, as 
Reagan and every Republican since 
has promised. I know I’m still wait-
ing to be ‘trickled on.’

The far-right has already tried 
r e d i s t r i c t i n g / g e r r y m a n d e r i n g , 
restricting voting, inciting cultur-
al and social divisions, disseminat-
ing lies and misinformation through 
their media outlets, attempted a coup 
- known in polite circles as an 'insur-
rection' - to overturn the will of  
the people after the last presidential 
election, so we have some historical 
data as evidence. This party's erst-
while standard-bearer is the head 
of  a criminal enterprise, current-
ly under indictment in 4 separate 
jurisdictions, on 91 counts. He has 
openly promised to turn the country 
into a dictatorship, and "root out the 
Marxist vermin that infest our gov-
ernment.” Sounds like a despicable 
human being, but with the leader-
ship qualities we certainly deserve! 
This party does offer other choices 
who have promised to cut basic ser-
vices like social security, Medicare/
Medicaid, all public health care, food 
and child assistance programs, as 
well as take away our human rights, 
our bodily rights, our voting rights, 
our freedom of  religion, our right 
to vote, equality rights, workplace 
rights, and more. You know, all those 
things laid out in the constitution 
that they want to eliminate. The only 
'right' that we will retain is the right 
to buy personal weapons of  mass 
destruction. Which we will probably 
end up wanting to use on ourselves.

We will be told what books to read, 
what our children can be taught, 
what sex we can be, what sex we can 
have, who we can marry, what we can 
dress like, who we must hate, how, 
and who we must worship... wow! For 
women, having a baby will become a 
punishment! Republicans keep cry-
ing that the left is trying to take away 
their freedoms! I guess they mean 
taking away the far-right’s freedom 
to tell everyone else what they can 
and cannot do. An America, thusly 
‘forked,’ would certainly be a great 
place to live.

Since I am an Independent voter, I 
don’t expect you to take my word for 
anything regarding the Republican 
party.  Here is Rep. Chip Roy (R — 
Texas), this week on the floor of  the 
House (I bet no one saw this on Fox 
Faux Noise): “One thing!... I want my 
Republican colleagues to give me one 
thing—one—that I can go campaign 
on and say we did. Anybody sitting 
in the complex, if  you want to come 
down to the floor and come explain 
to me, one meaningful, significant 
thing the Republican majority has 
done for the American people?” The 
response?  Crickets.

I had intended to write on the topic 
of  whether today's Americans even 
deserve democracy - how we have all 
become 'one issue' voters, with no 
ability to think critically, or to look 
beyond our own selfishness, prej-
udices and fears, to recognize, and 
strive for a more inclusive, equal 
and free society. Ultimately, I may 
have just answered my own ques-
tion, and, fortunately, foregone the 
type of  discussion that could be too 
'woke' and offensive to some Bone-
head out there. But check in next 
week. If  the good editor ever again 
sees fit to print something I write, it 
may still happen. In the meanwhile, 
give thought to another of  Yogi’s 
aphorisms: “You’ve got to be very 
careful if  you don’t know where you 
are going, because you might not get 
there.”  Stay safe.

Rick Bevilacqua
Whitinsville

To the Editor:
Isn’t this the best “Wokesgiving” 

holiday season ever invented, con-
cocted or totally confabulated in the 
minds of  the ‘woke-folk’ masters and 
their minions?

Even more so since this 
‘Wokesgiving’ might just be the start 
of  the end of  “Wokeness” altogether. 
With more and more people learning 
the ins and outs of  the “Wokeness” 
editor in Microsoft Office 365, there 
are bound to be some fun days ahead.

Ever wonder how NPR and PBS, 
since the earliest days of  the pan-
demic, were always on the cutting 
edge of  “woke-speak” in their news 
reporting?

All of  that and more is due to 

the “inclusivity editor” that hides 
itself  within the Microsoft Word 
menus. With that “woke-monster” of  
‘non-offensive’ language unleashed 
on mankind during March of  that 
2020 election year.

With the Florida Bar and other 
online sources instructing us on 
how to go about accessing it.

The Sun reporting back in January 
2022:

The checker can be turned on and 
off  in a menu called “Grammar & 
Refinements,” which lists everything 
it checks: Age bias, Cultural bias, 
Ethnic slurs, Gender bias, Gender-
Neutral Pronouns, Gender-Specific 
Language, Racial Bias, Sexual 
Orientation Bias and Socioeconomic 

Bias.
Even better are the reports 

that mock Microsoft Founder Bill 
Gates and his “Equitable Math 
Curriculum” love child. Where it 
is professed that “White suprema-
cy culture shows up in math class-
rooms when the focus is on getting 
the ‘right’ answer.”

Meanwhile, for those who don’t 
know, “Wokesgiving” made its way 
into the online vernacular circa 
2016. With the term often used by 
the pro-woke persons and anti-woke 
people to mock each other in truly 
humorous ways.

Stephen Gambone
Northbridge
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Shotgun deer hunting season 
opened in Mass. this past Monday, 
in somewhat ideal conditions. 
The early morning rain was over 
by sunrise, followed by light 
winds in the morning, for hunters 
hoping to harvest a deer for the 
family’s freezer.

Deer have already started to 
become nocturnal (traveling and 
feeding only at night). Deer hunt-
ers often work in small groups, 
hoping to locate the deer,  often 
pushing them from their 
beds.  With the high population 
of  deer in Mass., hunters should 
have no problem harvesting a 
couple for the family freezer.

A canine respiratory dis-
ease known as CIRDC, “Canine 
Infectious Respiratory Disease,” 
Is a disease that is highly conta-
gious,  and has been detected  in 
numerous  pets recently.  People 
that frequent  dog parks are 
exposing  their pets to this dead-
ly disease.  Taking your pets to 
the veterinarian to diagnose and 
treat the disease can be extreme-
ly expensive, as most visits to the 

Veterinarian are.
Getting an appointment to the 

veterinarian can often take days, 
as most are often booked up. Pet 
owners are often referred to Tuffs 
medical clinic in Grafton, which 
is extremely  expensive.  Anyone 
that has had to take their pet to 
Tuff ’s, often come out with a bill 
of  $500 or more, a thousand dol-
lar bill is not unusual. Owning a 
dog that is healthy is great, and 
the companionship is most often 
a strong bond with the owners.

I have often mentioned the risks 
of  taking your pets to a dog park, 
and with the recent outbreak of  
this disease, you should not do 
it! People take their dogs almost 
everywhere they go, and the risks 
are very high that they could 
become infected. Don’t do it!

Purchasing  a dog as a 
Christmas present for someone 
is also a foolish thing to do! There 
is too much going on, and the 
pup could be injured during all of  
the commotion of  opening other 
gifts.  Also, when you decide to 
buy a new family member and/or 
hunting partner, be sure to buy a 
healthy dog directly from a breed-
er.  Be sure to see both parents 
and spend a little bit of  time with 
them.  Labradors are still the no. 
one pet, but if  you do not do your 
homework before you purchase 
one, diseases like hip dysplasia 
could end up costing you hun-
dreds, if  not thousands of  dollars, 
not to forget to mention a short 
life for your new family mem-
ber. Choose wisely and good luck!

Christmas shopping for those 
special sportsmen is often a hard 
thing to do. It is best to give that 
special guy or gal a gift certif-
icate at their favorite sporting 
goods store.  Shopping at a Mom 
& Pop store is the best way to go, 
and will help keep the establish-
ment in business. Many of  these 

As we count down to Christmas, a host 
of  festive preparations take center stage 
in most families. This exciting time of  
year is hectic, and even more so for anx-
ious children eager to be part of  the 
pre-holiday activities. If  you’re searching 
for easy, creative ways to keep little ones 
from underfoot, look no further.  The fol-
lowing ideas are fun and easy ways to 
keep kids busy.    Best of  all, these imag-
inative projects make great gifts for the 
special loved one in a child’s life.

**
Magic Snowflake Ornament/

Suncatcher
This amazing scientific project takes a 

little time, but it is educational as well as 
interesting.  Kids really get a kick out of  
gifting teachers with this sparkly orna-
ment. (Adult supervision required.)

Materials: String, wide mouth jar (such 
as a mason canning jar); white pipe clean-
ers; boiling water; borax (such as 20 Mule 
Team Borax booster, available at grocery 
stores); pencil; blue food coloring (option-
al).

Directions:  Cut a white pipe cleaner 
into three equal sections. Twist the sec-
tions together in the center so that you 
have a six sided star shape. If  your points 
are not even, trim the pipe cleaner sec-
tions to the same length. Attach string 
along the outer edges to form a snowflake 
pattern. Attach a piece of  string to the 
top of  one of  the pipe cleaners and tie 
the other end to a pencil (this is to hang it 
from). Fill a wide mouth jar with boiling 
water. Mix borax into the water one table-
spoon at a time. Use three tablespoons 
of  borax per cup of  water. Stir until dis-
solved, (don’t worry if  there is powder 
settling on the bottom of  the jar). If  you 
want you can add a little blue food col-
oring now to give the snowflake a bluish 
hue. Insert your pipe cleaner snowflake 
into the jar so that the pencil is resting on 
the lip of  the jar and the snowflake is free-
ly suspended in the borax solution. Wait 
overnight and by morning the snowflake 
will be covered with shiny crystals. Hang 
in a window as a sun-catcher or

**
Coal Stocking Bags
Children love to think they aren’t 

the only ones who are “naugh-
ty” at times, and really enjoy 

bestowing this holiday teaser on family 
members and friends.    This tried and 
true project is so simple, yet never fails to 
garner giggles and fun!

Materials:  Small, coal sized rocks; 
black paint; ziplock bags or brown paper 
lunch bags; ribbon or twine.

Instructions: Have kids package paint-
ed rocks in zipper bags or brown paper 
bag pouches and tie with a ribbon for 
gift giving.  They can hand print out the 
following message and tie it to the bag:

I heard you have been naughty not 
nice,

And Santa even checked his list twice. 
So all the way from the cold North Pole,
All you’re getting is a bag of  coal!
**
Pinecone Trees
Gathering pinecones for holiday crafts 

is a generations old tradition that reflects 
one of  nature’s many gifts of  the sea-
son!    Creating cute, colorful, pinecone 
“trees” is easy enough for young children 
to do. The little trees are made simply by 
painting a single pinecone and are ideal 
for displaying on the windowsill, desktop 
or table.

Materials:  Pinecones, dried (see 
below)*; paints; glitter, beads; cinnamon 
candies, etc. and other adornments as 
desired; wine cork or a slice of  tree trunk 
for base.

Instructions:    Choose a pinecone that 
mimics the shape of  a Christmas tree 
(short and stout tall and slender, etc.). 
Paint pinecones green and decorate with 
beads or tiny buttons; cookie decorations 
such as cinnamon candies and silver 
balls, etc.; dip tips in glue and glitter, if  
desired, etc. Glue bottom of  pinecone to 
a wine cork or small tree trunk slice to 
form a base (trim bottom of  pinecone to 
make it flat for gluing).

*To dry pinecones for crafting; Lay 
pinecones out flat on an old cookie 

sheet.  Bake at 225 for two hours.  This 
not only helps the pinecones to open, but 
eliminates moisture and any insects.

Note:  a mix of  short, stout pinecones 
and long, slender ones cam create a “for-
est” of  varying heights for a tabletop 
display!

**
Garden Bows
The gardener on your child’s gift list 

will truly appreciate this creative tree 
ornament.  Perfect for a grandparent, 
teacher or special adult, the gift can be 
opened for use in the spring, or hung on 
the tree year after year.

Materials: Flower or vegetable seed 
packets; white glue; glitter; metallic tree 
garland; fishing line.

Instructions: Fold seed packet into 
pleats.  Spread white glue along the out-
side edges of  the pleats. Dip the pleated 
packets into glitter and let dry. Pinch the 
top of  the packet to create a fan. Hang the 
ornaments by wrapping them at center 
point with metallic garland. Thread fish-
ing line or ribbon through the garland 
and tie in a loop for hanging on tree.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House
Your tips can win you a great three 

course dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be entered into a 
random drawing. One winner per month 
(or whenever enough tips are received) 
will win a fabulous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned restaurant, locat-
ed on Route 131 across the town common 
in historic Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the 
business of  dispensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can take credit for 
some), I’m counting on you readers out 
there to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy tip 
that has worked for you? Do you have a 
question regarding household or garden 
matters? If  so, why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers? Send questions and/or hints to: Take 
the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.com.  Hints are 
entered into a drawing for dinner for two 
at the historic Publick House Inn.

I hope that 
you had a Happy 
Thanksgiving! As 
we near 2024, I’ll 
use today’s col-
umn to share some 
results from our 
2023 auctions.

In previous 
columns, I’ve dis-
cussed how comic 
books are classi-
fied. As a refresher, 
Golden Age comics 
were printed from 
1938 to 1956. The 
Silver Age of  com-
ics lasted from 1956 
to 1970. The Bronze 
Age spanned from 
1970 to 1985 and 
the Modern Age 
began in 1985 and 
continues today. A 
Golden Age super-
heroes comic book 

in great condition 
could make you a 
millionaire. More 
recent ones can 
still be valuable, 
though. We sold a 
group of  Bronze 
Age and Modern 
Age X-Men 
Comic Books that 
brought $2,880 in 
November.

Old and newer 
collectible toys 
also brought 
strong prices this 
year, including 
two cast iron toys 
from our June auc-
tion. Kenton Toys 
of  Kenton, Ohio 
began manufac-
turing toy trucks 
in 1903, according 
to the National 
Museum of  
American History. 
An early 1900s 
Kenton Toys Cast 
Iron Police Patrol 
Horse Drawn 
Carriage brought 
$960. “Samuel F. 
Pratt, Pascal P. 
Pratt, and William 
P. Letchworth 
established the 
Buffalo Malleable 
Iron Works in 
1836,” according 
to worthpoint.
com. They began 
toy production in 
1889. A late 19th 

century Pratt & 
Letchworth Cast 
Iron Horse Drawn 
Steamer Fire 
Engine sold for 
$1,020.

Some more 
modern toys also 
sold well in our 
2023 auctions. 
“The Munsters” 
was the 18th high-
est-ranked TV 
show for the 1964-
65 season. A 1964 
Talking Herman 
Munster figure by 
Mattel with orig-
inal box sold for 

$900. The intro for 
“Six Million Dollar 
Man” became 
a 1970s catch 
phrase: “We can 
rebuild him; we 
have the technol-
ogy.” A 1970s The 
Six Million Dollar 
Man Venus Space 
Probe in the box 
went for $960. Even 
newer toys can be 
valuable. A 2016 
Lego Ghostbusters 
Fire House MIB 
(mint in box) sold 
for $780 earlier this 
year.

Baseball and 
other sports cards 
continue to be 
popular with col-
lectors, especially 
graded cards of  
star players. Cards 
featuring two Hall 
of  Famers brought 
strong prizes in 
our June auction. 
A 1954 Topps Hank 
(Henry) Aaron 
#128 PSA 5 (out of  
10) Baseball Card 
fetched $4,425. 
Mickey Mantle 
cards in good con-
dition are highly 
desirable. A 1952 
Bowman Mickey 
Mantle #101 PSA 6 
(out of  10) Baseball 
Card knocked it 
out of  the park, 
selling for $5,000.

We are expecting 
more strong auc-
tion results at our 
major multi-es-
tate online auc-
tion which starts 
soon and ends on 
January 10th. We 
will be offering 
fine art including 
paintings by list-
ed artists (those 
whose works have 
sold at auction), 
Pablo Picasso lim-
ited edition pot-
tery, and bronze 
sculptures. We 

have gold, plati-
num, and diamond 
jewelry and a large 
amount of  ster-
ling silver. There’s 
also a wide range 
of  mid-century 
modern furniture 
and accessories. 
We will also offer 
aviation and Civil 
War memorabilia 
and much more, 
including a book 
from the 1600s. Our 
online estate auc-
tion of  a Concord, 
Mass. home is also 
currently run-
ning and will end 
on Dec. 12. The 
Concord home has 
fine furnishings, 
oriental rugs, an 
antique tall case 
clock, and more. 
Please visit our 
Web site, https://
centralmassauc-
tions.com, for 
links to upcoming 
events.

Contact us at: 
Wayne Tuiskula 
A u c t i o n e e r /
Appraiser Central 
Mass Auctions 
for Antique, 
C o l l e c t i b l e s 
Auctions and 
Appraisal Services 
www.centralmas-
s a u c t i o n s . c o m 
(508-612-6111).

Be alert against CIRDC

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Aiden, Charlotte, 
& Holden Walker enjoying a day of pheasant 
hunting recently with their dad.
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As you save for retirement, you’ll want 
to take full advantage of  the investment 
vehicles available to you — and one of  the 
best is a Roth IRA. But what sets it apart 
from other accounts?

Three key factors distinguish the Roth 
IRA:

Tax-free earnings  – When you invest 
in a Roth IRA, your earnings can grow 
tax free, provided you don’t begin taking 
withdrawals until you’re 59 and a half  and 
you’ve had your account at least five years. 
If  you don’t meet these criteria, withdraw-
als of  earnings will be subject to taxes and 
a possible 10 percent penalty.

No penalties on withdrawals of  con-
tributions  – You fund a Roth IRA with 
after-tax dollars, which means you can 
withdraw your contributions — not the 
earnings — at any time for any reason, 
without facing taxes or penalties. So, you 
could use some of  your Roth IRA money 
for non-retirement purposes, such as help-
ing pay for a child’s college education.

No required withdrawals at age 73 – With 
a traditional IRA or a 401(k), you must start 
taking withdrawals — called required 
minimum distributions, or RMDs — once 
you reach 73. But this rule doesn’t apply 
to a Roth IRA — you can keep it intact as 
long as you like. You may need to tap into 
it for some of  your retirement income, but 
if  you don’t use it all, the remainder could 
benefit your beneficiaries.

A Roth IRA does share one similarity 
to a traditional IRA: It can be funded with 
virtually any type of  investment, includ-
ing stocks, bonds, mutual funds, certifi-
cates of  deposit (CDs) and so on.

However, unlike a traditional IRA, a 
Roth IRA does have income limits.

For the 2023 tax year, if  your modi-
fied adjusted gross income was less than 
$138,000 (for a single filer) or $218,000 (mar-
ried filing jointly), you can put in the 
full amount of  $6,500 and an additional 
$1,000 catch-up contribution if  you’re 50 or 
older. The amounts you can contribute will 
gradually decline at higher income levels 
and are phased out entirely at $153,000 for 
single filers and $228,000 if  you’re married 
and file jointly. These income ranges will 
likely change for the 2024 tax year, so you’ll 
want to consult with your tax advisor for 
details.

Still, even if  you’ve contributed to a 
traditional IRA or a 401(k) for many years, 
you may have a chance to eventually “con-
vert” some, or all, of  these funds to a Roth 
IRA and gain its benefits. It’s not hard to 
do this conversion — it involves minimal 
paperwork from your traditional IRA or 
401(k) provider — but it does come with 
tax issues. Any money that’s converted 
from a traditional IRA or 401(k) to a Roth 
IRA will be treated as ordinary taxable 
income. This can trigger a large tax bill, so, 
unless you have the money available from 
other accounts to pay the taxes, the conver-
sion may or may not make sense for you. 
But you don’t have to convert all the funds 
at once. By spreading the conversion over 
several years, you could reduce the effect 
of  a large tax hit in any single year. You 
may want to consult with your tax advisor 
before converting any funds to a Roth IRA.

If  you can find a way to contribute to a 
Roth IRA, either directly or through a con-
version, consider it carefully — you’ll find 
a lot of  upsides to this investment account.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor at 5 Albert St., Auburn, MA 01501 
Tel: 508-832-5385 or  dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com.

Know the key benefits 
of a Roth IRA

DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

Financial  
Focus

small  shops have gone out of  business 
over the last 20 years or so, and there are 
very few left.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!



of  the fire, a first-alarm fire assign-
ment was called for the stove fire at 
65 Rayner St. in Blackstone. Crews 
from Blackstone and Woonsocket 
responded initially, according to 
reports.

“Crews arriving to the scene found 
smoke coming from various areas 
of  the residence,” fire officials 
released. “A working fire assign-
ment was made, calling in additional 
crews and apparatus, including an 
ambulance and Rapid Intervention 
Team [RIT].”

According to reports, Blackstone 
Car 2 and Car 1 arrived soon after 
the initial responding units and 
requested a second alarm as “addi-
tional crews were needed for exten-
sive overhaul inside and outside the 
residence.”

Mutual aid crews responded 
from the following departments: 
the Woonsocket Fire Department; 

Bellingham Fire Department; 
Mendon Fire Department; Millville 
Fire Rescue; Uxbridge Fire 
Department; Cumberland Fire 
Department; and North Smithfield 
Fire & Rescue Service, Inc.

“Thank you to the Providence 
Canteen for providing assistance 
to our crews,” Blackstone’s Fire 
Department released.

Additionally, the fire department 
shared that it “put into service” 
its new Engine 2 and within three 
hours of  being in service, it had 
been called to the fire.

“Engine 2 was the first-arriving 
apparatus and deployed the initial 
hand lines, which extinguished the 
fire,” the department released.

The fire was investigated by the 
District 7 Fire Investigation Unit 
along with the State Fire Marshall's 
Office, according to reports. The 
Blackstone Police Department is col-
lecting donations for a family whose 
house was involved in a “devastating 
fire” on Nov. 21.

son,” the department continued.
Residents interested in the Upton pro-

gram may contact Lt. Bonnie Lopez at 
508-529-3421.

According to the Department of  Fire 

Services, “Senior SAFE” is a grant pro-
gram that supports fire and life safety 
education for seniors.

“Seniors have a high risk of  dying in 
a fire,” the state’s Department of  Fire 
Services released on its website. “Fire and 
burns risks for seniors include: cooking, 
smoking, home oxygen use, and electrical 
and heating dangers.”

Senior SAFE also aims to improve safe-
ty in senior housing. Other programs 
include: smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarm installation; testing and replacing 
batteries; installation of  house numbers; 
heating limiting devices on stoves; in-hood 
stove fire extinguishers; and nightlights.

“Education is key to improving the 
safety of  seniors at home. Senior SAFE 
creates partnerships between agencies 
that serve seniors and fire departments. 
Together, these agencies collaborate on 
local fire and life safety education pro-
grams.”
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Whitinsville-
Ernest (Ernie) 
Joseph Racicot, 
91, of  Heritage 
Dr., passed 
away peaceful-
ly on Thursday, 
N o v e m b e r 
23, 2023 at 
B l a c k s t o n e 
Valley Health 
and Rehab after 

a period of  declining health.
He is survived by his loving wife 

of  67 years, Cecilia J. (St. Martin) 
Racicot. He also leaves 3 children, 
Mary Legg and her husband James 
of  The Villages, FL, Deborah Boyd 
of  Dudley, and Laurie McGonigle 
and her husband Sean of  Milford; 
5 grandchildren, Heather West, 
Jonathan Dawe, Shelby Fortin, 
Kaitlyn Legg, and Andrew Legg; 5 
great-grandchildren, Avery, Ayden, 
Chloe, Noah, and Thomas, and many 
cousins, nieces and nephews. He was 
brother of  the late Donald, Earl, and 
Florence Racicot.

Born in Whitinsville on October 
16, 1932, he was the son of  Joel A. and 
Mabel F. (Skeary) Racicot and was 
a lifelong resident of  Whitinsville. 

Educated in the 
N o r t h b r i d g e 
public schools, 
Ernest went 
on to serve in 
the U.S Army 
during the 
Korean War era, 
and was honor-
ably discharged 
as a Corporal. 
Ernie worked 
nearly forty years for the former 
Whitin Machine Works and retired 
in 1987.

Ernie was a true gentle man and 
loved his family wholeheartedly.  He 
enjoyed family vacations, walks with 
his wife, the ocean, cruising, the 
New England Patriots, and playing 
Flight Simulator.

As to his wishes, services will be 
privately held at the convenience 
of  his family. In lieu of  flowers, 
donations in Ernest’s memory 
may be made to: the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave., 
Floor, 17 Chicago, IL 60601.

( h t t p s : / / a c t . a l z . o r g / s i t e /
Donation). To leave a condolence 
message for his family please visit: 
www.Jackmanfuneralhomes.com

Ernest (Ernie) Joseph Racicot, 91
N o r t h b r i d g e - - T h a l i a 

Dorothy (Ashworth) 
Oosterman, 84, of  
Northbridge, passed 
peacefully surrounded 
by her family on Tuesday, 
November 21, 2023.

She was born in 
Northbridge in 1939, to 
Anne (Westra) and Herbert 
Ashworth. She lived in 
Northbridge her entire life 
and graduated from Northbridge 
High School in 1956. It was there that 
she met and later married her life-
long love and beloved husband Jim 
Oosterman. Jim and Thalia were 
proud to have recently celebrated 
their sixty fourth wedding anniver-
sary in October.

Thalia graduated from nursing 
school and worked at Memorial 
Hospital and UMASS in Worcester 
for many years.

She had a wonderful sense of  
humor and was a friend to all she 
met.  She made the world a better 
place with her unconditional love 
and compassionate spirit. She will 
be dearly missed by her friends at 
the Fresenius Kidney Care Dialysis 
Center in Sutton.  The entire 
Oosterman family would like to 
extend their gratitude for the excep-
tional care which Thalia received 
there over the past few years.

A former Girl Scout, avid reader 
and puzzle maker, she was also tal-
ented with needlepoint and Swedish 
weaving. Thalia enjoyed time spent 
sailing on calm seas and spending the 

winter months with friends 
in Nokomis, Florida.

Perhaps Thalia’s great-
est legacy is her remark-
able family.  A loving wife, 
devoted mother, confidant, 
and best friend, Thalia is 
survived by her husband 
Jim; son Steve, daughter-in-
law Kathy; daughter Karen 
Barkin, son-in-law Steve; 
daughter Wendy Hagarty, 

son-in-law Ted; son Wayne; daugh-
ter Holli, son-in-law Freddy; daugh-
ter Jean; daughter Jodi Barnard, 
son-in-law Jimmy; daughter Bridget 
Barber; son Ron Clouatre, and 
daughter-in-law Heather.  Thalia was 
predeceased by her beloved daughter 
Alice.

In addition, Thalia leaves 18 grand-
children and 20 great grandchildren 
whose lives were enriched by this 
remarkable woman, each one hold-
ing a special place in her heart; her 
grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren were her pride and joy.  Each 
one treasured their time spent visit-
ing on Cooper Road.

A selfless mom and wife, Thalia 
opened her heart and her home to 
many over the years. She considered 
all who passed through members of  
her beloved family.

In keeping with her wishes, funer-
al services will be private. In lieu 
of  flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to Fresenius Kidney Care 
Dialysis Center, 10a Galaxy Pass, 
Sutton, MA 01590.

Thalia Dorothy Oosterman, 84

Obituaries

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO23P4054EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Antoinette Trant
Date of Death: 02/15/2023

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Linda A. Boyle of Blackstone MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Linda A. Boyle of Blackstone MA
 be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
12/19/2023 .
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-

ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: November 20, 2023
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
December 1, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO23P4026EA
Estate of: 

Domenic Anthony Migliacci
Also Known As: 

Domenic A. Migliacci, Jr. 
Domenic A. Migliacci

Date Of Death: 
October 14, 2023

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner 
Lisa B. Migliacci of East Douglas, 
MA
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Lisa B. Migliacci of East Douglas, 
MA
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond. 
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested 
parties
are entitled to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the 

powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Petitioner.
December 1, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200

Docket No. WO23C0261CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Luigi Antonio Cianciulli
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by 
Luigi Antonio Cianciulli of Uxbridge 
MA requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to: 
Louis Anthony Cianciulli

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 12/12/2023. This is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: November 17, 2023
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
December 1, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO23P32797EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Paul D. Eldredge
Date of Death: 10/12/2023

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by 
Kendalyn J. Banks of Exeter RI
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Kendalyn J. Banks of Exeter RI
 be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
12/19/2023 .
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: November 16, 2023
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
December 1, 2023

LEGALS

SAND
continued from page A1

FIRE
continued from page A1
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1-800-209-2746

“ How much will  
new replacement 
windows & doors 
cost me?”

Renewal by Andersen has a phone 
line dedicated to that question.
Call our 48 Hour Price Quote line at 1-800-209-2746, and 
we’ll provide a quote within 48 hours of your call. Most 
other companies take weeks to produce their estimate. 
Within 48 hours, a Renewal by Andersen Project Manager 
will precisely measure your home’s windows and doors,  
help you choose your window styles, colors, grilles and 
hardware, and then we’ll provide a down-to-the-penny 
price quote that will be good for one full year. No hidden 
charges and no more wondering, ”How much will new 
windows and doors cost?”

For J.D. Power 2023 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. 1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 12/31/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) 
window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 11/28/2023 and 12/31/2023. 40% off windows 
and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you 
purchase by 12/31/2023. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum 
purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for 
GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings 
comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number 
available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2See limited warranty for 
details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Call 1-800-209-2746 
to schedule your FREE in-home visit

Call our 48 Hour Price Quote line:

Call before December 31!

DOWN

$0 0
MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS

0%
INTEREST

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the 
purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

FOR 1 
YEAR 1

 

PLUS

WITH

BUY 1 WINDOW OR DOOR,
GET 1

$200 OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE 1

 

Renewal by Andersen is the full-service replacement window 
division of Andersen Windows, so everything we do is held 
to the same standard of excellence that Andersen has lived by 
for 120 years. We manage the entire process—from building 
to installation to the warranty—on our windows and doors. The 
Renewal by Andersen material is stronger than vinyl, and 
unlike wood, requires virtually no maintenance.2

40% OFF
1

Highest in Customer Satisfaction among Window and 
Patio Door Manufacturer Brands, 4 Years in a Row



NORTHBRIDGE — Heading into Uxbridge’s annual Battle 
of  the Bridges Thanksgiving Day varsity football game with 
rival Northbridge, there was a question as to whether or not 
the Super Bowl bound Spartans would rest their starters.

That question was answered early and often as Uxbridge 
employed their top players for a bulk of  the contest, which 
was played at Lasell Field. The Spartans won the game, 35-14, 
as they improved to a perfect 12-0. Uxbridge, the top seed in the 
Division 7 State Tournament, will play No. 6 Amesbury for the 
championship on Friday, Dec. 1 at Gillette Stadium at 3 p.m.

In the game with Northbridge (5-6), the Spartans got on the 
board first when Kellen LaChapelle connected with Aidan 
Blood for a 64-yard touchdown toss. Luke Esposito then booted 

the extra point to grab his team a 7-0 lead.
The Rams battled back and tied the score later in the first 

quarter. There, quarterback Joel LaChapelle — cousins with 
Uxbridge’s QB, and both (as well as Uxbridge’s Camden and 
Northbridge’s Jake) grandsons to Northbridge head coach 
Ken LaChapelle — hit Caden Mastroianni in the end zone for 
an 8-yard TD, and James Potter kicked the extra point.

But Uxbridge grabbed a 21-7 lead at the halftime break with 
two more scores. Both were thrown by Kellen LaChapelle, one 
to Liam Kaferlein (51 yards), the other to Carter Gilmore (16 
yards), with Esposito tacking on the PAT’s.

The Spartans then put the game away in the second half, 
as they now have their sights set on the State Championship.

Sports
12 • 															               Blackstone Valley TribuneFriday, December 1, 2023

Spartans take Battle of the Bridges over Rams, 35-14
Undefeated Uxbridge next set to play in D7 Super Bowl

Nick Ethier

Northbridge’s Caden Mastroianni keeps his 
eyes on the ball as he catches an Uxbridge 
punt.

Nick Ethier

Aidan Blood of Uxbridge slips in between a pair of Northbridge defenders as he hauls in a pass.

Nick Ethier

Quarterback Joel LaChapelle of Northbridge heaves a pass down the field.

Nick Ethier

Uxbridge’s Nathan Noyes lifts teammate 
Carter Gilmore into the air after Gilmore 
caught a touchdown pass.

Nick Ethier

Defender Nick D’Alfonso of Northbridge goes in for a tackle of Uxbridge ball carrier Kellen LaChapelle, who had been tripped up on the play.

Nick Ethier

Northbridge’s Joel LaChapelle is brought down just short of the end zone by Uxbridge defenders Benjamin Roerden (32) and Timothy Devlin (30).
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed, Realtor
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

*Newly Carpeted Throughout
* Kitchcen w/ Dining Area
* Fireplace in Livingroom
*Unfinished Lower Level

* Garage
*New Septic System *Town Water

316 Dresser Hill Road $425,000

DUDLEY- Enjoy Country Setting, 
Yet Convenient Location

NEW TO MARKET

*2.5 Baths
*Ideal for Horses or Mini Farm
*Outbuildings

We Can Assist You
Buying or Selling

Homes 
for Heroes
Inquire about a 

Seller or Buyer Reward 
for your Community 

Service
Firefighter * Police
Veterans * Medical 

Field * Teachers

ASHBURNHAM
24 ACRES

THOMPSON, CT
DON’T DELAY

183 Sherbert Road $665,000 81 Red Bridge Road $329,900

ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II *  John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Featured Listing!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd.

100’ of frontage on the water & 
road. An old cement block garage 
is located on the property..  Land 
area surveyed, DEP approval to 
build. Property suitable for small 
craft dockage/off season storage. 
Town Water & Sewer available 

$185,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT
“BEING BUILT! Framed & Sided!!  SPRAWLING 
ONE LEVEL RANCH HOME! Situated on a Level 
1/2 Acre Lot! Private backyard. OPEN FLOOR 
PLAN Living room, Dining room, Upscale Kitch-
en with 8’ Island, 3 bedroom, 2 Baths, Garage. 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, Central air.  $615,000.

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  WOODSTOCK - 4 BARBER RD

Circa 1800 Vintage 3 bedrooms. Renovations includ-
ed kitchen & 2 baths, refinished wood flooring, inte-
rior painting & more…Barn, large lot.   $399,000

WEBSTER - 60 CUSHING ROAD     
Young 3 Bedroom Colonial! Living Room, Kitch-
en, Dining Area ~ Washer/Dryer & 1/2 Bath!! 2nd 
Floor - 3 Bedrooms plus 2 Full Baths!! Low Traf-
fic Neighborhood. Walk out Lower Level. Large 
finished room in lower level. Furnace Replaced 
2023. TOWN water & sewer. $355,000

OPPORTUNITY 
KNOCKS! Fam-
ily Home for 
many years! 4-5 
BRs Cape, 1-1/2 
bath! 1,806 SF. 
REHAB PRO-

JECT. OFFERED  & SOLD *AS IS*  REASONA-
BLE OFFERS WILL BE CONSIDERED! CASH OR 
REHAB FINANCED BUYERS ONLY.                                                                                                                                           

NEW PRICE   $195,000

DUDLEY - 61 BRANDON RD

THIS Cape is 
Clean, Well 
M a i n t a i n e d , 
& Move-in 
Ready! 10,000 
SF CORNER 
LOT! ATT’D 

GARAGE. Spacious Living Rm  2 - 1st Flr BRs 
w/Gleaming Hardwood Flrs! 2 2nd flr bed-
rooms.  Near WEBSTER LAKE’S LAKESIDE 
SANDY BEACH & BOAT RAMP  $329,900

WEBSTER - 131 LAKESIDE AVE   

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Listing!
WEBSTER - 30 EAST MAIN ST  

INVESTORS TAKE NOTICE ! Fami-
ly Owned 50+ Years! 3 Unit - SOL-
ID BRICK Commercial/Residential 
Building! Zoned GB4. On Web-
ster’s Bustling East Main St! 2 res. 
apartments, +1ST Floor Business 
Unit ! Numerous UPGRADES in 
2023! Add 30 East Main St. to 
YOUR Portfolio!   $499,900 

Webster Lake 
1404 Treasure IslandSORRY, SOLD!

WATERFRONT CONDOMINUM!! 
Overlooking the Marina.. En-
joy Scenic Lake Living  Sunrise 
Sunset Boating Sailing Skiing 
Swimming Fishing and SOO 
MUCH More! 2 Boat Slips!.. 
Sandy Beach Access & A Salt 
Water Heated Pool! 2 Bed, 2 & 
1/2 Baths.
assisted sale  $610,000

Webster Lake -
 24S Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing! 

$695,000

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

TERMS: Cashier’s or certified check in the sum of $5,000.00 as a 
deposit must be shown at the time and place of the sale in order to 
qualify as a bidder. No CASH. No personal checks will be accepted.  
Cashier/certified checks should be made out to whomever is going 
to bid at the auction. The balance to be paid within thirty (30) days 
at the law offices of Korde & Associates, P.C. 900 Chelmsford Street, 
Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 01851, Attorney for the Mortgagee.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
AT PUBLIC AUCTION

Tuesday, December 5, 2023     
1:00 PM-STURBRIDGE

38 Clark Road a/k/a 38 Clarke Road 
sgl fam, 1,142 sf liv area, 0.57 ac lot, 5 rm, 

3 bdrm, 1.5 bth Worcester(Worc):
 Book 37463, Page 127

Bay State AucTion Co, inc.
NORTH CHELMSFORD (978) 251-1150  www.baystateauction.com

MAAU#: 
1029, 2624, 2959, 3039, 2573, 116, 2484, 3246, 2919, 3092, 3107, 

0100030, 3099

Auctioneer makes no representation as to the accuracy 
 of the information contained herein.

Hurley Firewood
Green cut, split,

 delivered 
$200 per cord

Call John at 
508-958-4350

HAPPINESS
• Help and serve others, follow

 instructions, reliable, showing up
• Housekeeper needed right away

• Weekly/long term
• Perfect for school hours/moms

     
Call 
508-885-7673

REAL ESTATE

Feeling a little 
Crowded?

Look for that new 
home in our real 
estate section.

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

To have your open house listed in this directory,
 please contact Mikaela Victor 774-200-7308

Open House Directory
(C) Condo
(B) Business
(P) Land

(X) Condex
(U) Duplex
(L) Mobile Home

(M) Multi-Family
(S) Single Family
(A) Apartment

(T) Townhouse
(D) Adult Community
(W) Waterfront

ADDRESS           STYLE TIME PRICE REALTOR/SELLER/PHONE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
RUTLAND
22 Village Way C 11-1  Century 21 / Mary Hicks 
(Unit 22, 55 and over)   508-612-4794 / 508-867-2222
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Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Sandi Grzyb
Avenue Real Estate

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

DUDLEY- Cozy Log Home 
Nestled on 2 Acres

*3 Bedrooms
* 1/5 Baths

* Cathedral Ceilings
* Gas Hearth $399,900 For Advertising Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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Police Department has worked with area 
agencies to provide some toys and other 

items that hopefully bring a smile to the 
face of  another child,” the police depart-
ment released in a statement on social 
media. “Thanks again for this generous 
donation.”

HELLO 
NEIGHBOR!

As a longtime resident of South 
Central Massachusetts, I’ve always 
known what a special communi-
ty we live in.  For generations, we 
have trusted our local newspaper. 
Local news and advertisers you can 
trust, week after week.  As the local 
advertising rep for your newspaper,  
it brings me great pleasure to help a 
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers. 
 Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!  
Your neighbor,
Mikaela

Mikaela Victor
Local Resident 
Advertising Account Executive
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308

 www.StonebridgePress.com

• LAYAWAY • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL*  • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

*See store for details.  Copyright 2022 Sealy, Inc.  All rights reserved.

SPECIAL SAVINGS
Sealy®

Carrington Chase
Bardsley

Firm Queen mattress only.

$399*

Sealy®  Carrington 
Chase Wensley
Cusion Firm or Plush
Queen mattress only.

$649*

Sealy®  Carrington 
Chase Stoneleigh
Firm or Plush
Queen mattress only.

$899*

Sealy®  Carrington 
Chase Northpointe
Plush Pillowtop
Queen mattress only.

$999*

Located in Fiske Hill Plaza
71 Main St./Rt. 131Sturbridge, MA 01566

508-909-6966
Tues-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-5pm

SUPPLEMENTS, BODY CARE, & FOOD
AS NATURE INTENDED

Specialty Coffee and Teas
Chocolates • Candles

Where the enire store is the 
healthy section!

Gift them Health... Certificates Available

20% Off
~Your Health Matters~

Exp. 12/32/23 . Must present this coupon at time of purchase

The Gift of Good Health is timeless and we are your 
destination for maintaining it safely and even passing it on 
to others. So this holiday season, make a real difference in 
your life and the ones you care about by dropping in and 

discovering all the ways you can make a lasting impression.

any order totaling 
at least $50

Now featuring the Grounds & Hounds Coffee Co., 
with a core mission committed to helping rescue 

pups in need and we have always been about that. 
Every cup saves a pup!

Courtesy

Direnzo Towing stopped by the Millbury event with a flatbed full of 
new bikes

Courtesy

The NAM Knights, Band 
of Brothers Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Chapter, donated 
$500 to help with 
the Millville Police 
Department’s toy 
drive. Pictured are 
Area President Joe 
Fitzpatrick present-
ing the check to 
Millville Police Chief 
Bill Coupe.

Walpole and Watertown, to three-peat for 
a field hockey State Championship.

CHAMPS
continued from page A1

DONATIONS
continued from page A1

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Ava Rosborough focuses on the ball as she 
head up the field for Uxbridge.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Uxbridge goalie Julia Brynn Okenquist uses 
her entire body to prevent a Monomoy goal.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Uxbridge celebrates its third consecutive Division 
4 State Championship after the final whistle.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Julianna Casucci of Uxbridge controls the ball 
past a Monomoy defender.
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Representatives are available October 1 - March 31, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week  
and April 1 – September 30, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

Call our Medicare Solution Advisors  
at (844) 513-0529 (TTY:711) or  
visit MassAdvantage.com to enroll today.

H7670_241293_M Accepted
H9904_241294_M Accepted

*  Premium and coverage may vary based on plan selection. For a complete list of benefits, visit MassAdvantage.com. 
The parking benefit mentioned is part of a special supplemental program for the chronically ill. Not all members 
qualify. Mass Advantage is a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract offering HMO and PPO 
plans. Enrollment in Mass Advantage depends on contract renewal. Other providers and physicians are available  
in our network.

•  $0 copay for Primary 
Care Visits

•  Dental Coverage

•  Personal Medical 
Alert System

•  Transportation

•  Flex Card Benefit – 
including a Parking 
Allowance*

•  Vision and Hearing – 
including hardware

•  Post Discharge Meals*

Benefits include:

Plus features like our Love My Service Program with Member Navigators  
who can book most UMass Memorial Health primary care and specialty appointments  

so that you’re in the office within 10 days or less from the day you call.

What makes Mass Advantage plans different from other Medicare plans?  
Mass Advantage was designed with the help of UMass Memorial Health providers who understand their 
patients’ needs. With 3 plan options to choose from, all Mass Advantage plans offer Part D Prescription 

Drug Coverage and comprehensive benefits designed to help you stay healthy and well.
Finally, a plan designed just for you, with $0 monthly premium* HMO and PPO plans. 

I loved my doctor. Didn’t want to change my doctor and I was lucky enough 
through Mass Advantage to have all of that, so it checked all my boxes.

Patricia Robichaud, Member Since 2022

Is your Provider no longer accepting your Medicare Advantage Plan?

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Hearthstone Market 
& Catering

Happy Thanksgiving
 from our family to yours!

The Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Cut your own or choose 
from our large selection of 
fresh-cut Christmas Trees, 

Blue Spruce, 
Black Hills Spruce, 

Balsam Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir 

and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM  
AT THE LUMBER YARD

Fire & Water – Cleanup & Restoration™ 

Independently owned and operated 
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