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Thanks for supporting 
the advertisers 
who support 

your local newspaper.

Five Sturbridge businesses win Business of the Year Awards

Charlton Fire Chief receives 
accreditation through MA 
Fire Services Commission

Charlton Lions Club member honored

Master Masons receive 50-year Masonic Veterans Service Medals

CHARLTON — The Massachusetts Fire Service 
Commission granted accreditation to Chief Rob 
Barton of the Charlton Fire department on March 
5, who has demonstrated the required fire ser-
vice experience, education and certifications for 
accreditation.

This accreditation is granted through the 
Massachusetts Fire Service Commission, a guber-
natorially appointed board that has established a 
process for uniform credentialing for the level of 
fire chief.

Belchertown Fire Chief John S. Ingram, who 
serves as chair of the Commission, says, “The 
program establishes requirements based on edu-
cation, training and experience in areas relevant 
to serving as fire chief. It establishes benchmarks 
for training in fire and emergency service man-
agement so that chiefs may be better prepared to 
serve their department and their community.”

The applicant’s documentation is reviewed by a 
subcommittee of the Massachusetts Fire Service 
Commission to determine if the individual has 
attained a minimum level of credits for education, 
training and experience.

State Fire Marshal Jon M. Davine said, “This 
program allows chief officers to document their 

CHARLTON — At the 
Lions Clubs International 
District 33A Mid-winter 
Conference held last month 
at the Wellsworth Hotel in 
Southbridge, several Lions 
were recognized for their 
contributions and accom-
plishments. Receiving one of 
the most prestigious honors 
was Kathy Gallant, a member 
of The Charlton Lions Club.

Kathy earned designation 
as a Melvin Jones Fellow. 
Melvin Jones, a success-
ful insurance salesman in 
Chicago, founded the Lions 
Clubs in 1917 to encourage 
businessmen and local lead-
ers to be of greater service 
to their communities. Today, 
Lions Clubs International is 
the largest service organiza-
tion in the world with 1.4 
million members. Once for 
men only, Lions are now “co-
ed” and stronger for it.

The Fellowship is award-
ed to members who raise 
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Kathy Gallant

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE 

LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — On 
Monday evening, March 2, 
the Major General Salem 
Towne Lodge (MGSTL) 
filled both its upper and 
lower parking areas as 
attendees gathered to rec-
ognize and congratulate 
two distinguished Master 
Masons. This evening, 
MGSTL will also be host-
ing a fraternal visit from 
Brother Gordon Forsberg, 
the District Deputy Grand 
Master (DDGM) of our 
24th Masonic District, along 
with his suite.

Brother Forsberg present-
ed two 50-year Masonic 
Veterans Service Award 
Medals. The recipients of 
these two coveted 50-year 
Masonic Veterans Service 
Award Medals are Brother 
Thomas Houston of 

Webster, who attained the 
Sublime Degree of Master 
Mason on May 3, 1976, and 

Brother Peter Baldracchi of 
Fiskdale, who achieved the 
Sublime Degree of Master 

Mason on June 19, 1976.
These two men are both 

Past Master of this great 

Masonic Lodge. They 
joined this fraternity in 1976 
because of our identity. It's 
simpler with men who share 
our values. We’re there for 
our brothers no matter what 
life may bring, and our broth-
ers are there for us. We help 
others, not just because it’s 
the right thing to do, but also 
because it helps us grow. We 
value honor and integrity. We 
believe there’s always more 
to learn. After 167 years, this 
Lodge is still thriving and 
we as Freemasons thrive to 
make good men even better. 
We are dedicated individ-
uals who prioritize family 
and community, consistent-
ly seeking opportunities 
for both personal and pro-
fessional growth.  For fur-
ther information regarding 
Freemasonry or to locate a 
lodge in your area, please 
visit our Web site at www.
massfreemasonry.org to find 
a lodge nearest you.

Courtesy

From left to right, Brother Peter Baldracchi, recipient of the 50-Year Masonic Veterans Service Medal, 
his wife Lora, and our 24th District Deputy Grand Master, Brother Gordon Forsberg and recipient 
Brother Thomas Houston and his wife Laurie. These men are proud to call themselves Master Masons.

provided by The Charlton 
Lions Club in recognition of 
the service Kathy has provid-
ed to the Club.

Kathy Gallant hasn’t been 
a Lion for long, but has 
achieved much in four years. 
In May of 2022, she saw a 
newspaper article about the 
Charlton Club’s membership 
drive and attended a meeting. 
She filled out an application 
that night and a month later 
was inducted into the Club. 
It didn’t take her long to get 
involved. She volunteered to 
serve on various committees 
and worked on fundraisers 
and service projects. In 2023, 
she raised over $5000 for 
the Club’s charity contribu-
tions by running the Club’s 
Quarter Mile Challenge. In 
2025, she almost single-hand-
edly organized and promoted 
the Club’s “Charlton’s Got 
Talent” show, raising anoth-
er $1,000 for scholarships 
and other donations. In rec-
ognition, the Club nominat-
ed her for the Melvin Jones 
Fellowship.

Kathy, who retired after 44 
years as an insurance agent 
and 18 months working for 
the Charlton Senior Center, is 
currently the Charlton Lion’s 
second vice president, the 
“Tail Twister” and advisor to 
the Bay Path Leo Club for 
high-school-age Lions. (A 
tail twister helps keep order 
and harmony during meetings 
and brings a little levity while 
doing so.)

The Charlton Club meets 
the second and fourth 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Great Room of Independent 
Living at The Overlook in 
Charlton. The Club is part of 
District 33A, a network of 45 
local Lions Clubs dedicated 
to serving the communities of 
Central Massachusetts. Lions 
focus on addressing critical 
community needs, including 
hunger, vision care, youth ser-
vices, and disaster response. 
To learn more, visit www.
lionsdistrict33a.com.

STURBRIDGE — Five 
Sturbridge businesses have 
been voted Business of the 
Year (BOYA) thanks to a 
recent survey sponsored 
by the Sturbridge Tourist 
Association (STA). These 
businesses were  recognized 
at the March 2 Sturbridge 
Board of Selectman’s 
Meeting. More than 1,200 
votes were offered by enthu-
siastic patrons who expressed 
their preferences on the 
“Experience Sturbridge.
com” Web site.

Voters selected their favor-
ite businesses under the cate-
gories of:

• Shopping: Businesses 
that sell goods to customers 
in town.

• Eating and Drinking:  
Businesses that prepare 
meals and/or drinks for 
patrons in town.

• Staying: Businesses 
offering overnight stays.

• Playing: Businesses 
offering patrons something 
fun to enjoy.

The winning businesses are:
Category Eat:
Sturbridge Coffee House

sturbridgecoffeehouse.com
BT’s Smokehouse
www.btssmokehouse.com
Category Shop:
Twiddle T’s Pottery
www.twiddletspottery.com
Category Stay:
Publick House
publickhouse.com
Category Play:

Old Sturbridge Village
www.osv.org
• A  plaque noting their 

BOYA Award.
• Award presentation at a 

Board of Selectman’s meet-
ing.

• A public announcement 
from the STA to all media 
platforms promoting these 
businesses.

Comments from the award 

winners:
 Brian Treitman, Owner of 

BT’s Smokehouse:
"We are deeply honored 

to be voted Best Place to 
Eat in Sturbridge! A heart-
felt thank you to our amaz-
ing community, loyal guests 
and dedicated staff team 
members who make B.T.’s 
Smokehouse what it is every 
day. Your support keeps our 

pits burning, our tongs turn-
ing and our passions sizzling. 
We could not deliver our 
food without you all behind 
us!”

Rona T. Roy, Sole Artist 
and Owner of Twiddle T’s 
Pottery:

“I am honored to receive 
the Sturbridge Business 
of the Year Award. It is an 
incredible feeling to know 
that our community val-
ues my craft and all of the 
time and love that goes into 
every piece that is created. I 
opened Twiddle T’s one year 
ago and it has been a whirl-
wind ever since. Sturbridge 
is such a special town, so 
warm, so supportive, and 
full of people who truly care 
about small businesses and 
handmade work. I am end-
lessly grateful to everyone 
who has walked through my 
door, shared kind words and 
supported my little pottery 
shop in any way. This town 
has become a part of my 
story, and I’m so proud to 
be a part of this community.  
Thank you Sturbridge!”

James Donahue, President 
and CEO, Old Sturbridge 
Village

“Old Sturbridge Village is 

honored to once again receive 
this recognition based on 
the votes of so many local, 
regional and distant visitors.  
We look forward to continu-
ing to provide educational 
and entertaining program-
ming as we enter our nation’s 
semiquincentennial.”

Michael Harrington, 
Principal, Publick House

“We are so proud to have 
been chosen as the best hotel.  
It has taken some time for us 
to get to the level of comfort 
and service that lives up to 
the Publick House reputa-
tion. We look forward to pro-
viding unparalleled experi-
ences for all our customers.”

Pia Rogers, Owner, 
Sturbridge Coffee House:

“We are beyond grateful 
to be chosen for a Sturbridge 
Business of the Year Award. 
This means everything to us. 
Community is at the heart 
of what we do and this rec-
ognition reflects the hard 
work, love and support that 
surrounds us every single 
day. We’re honored to con-
tinue learning, growing, and 
evolving alongside our com-
munity for years to come. 
Thank you for believing in 
us.”

and donate $1,000 to the 
Lions Clubs International 
Foundation or for whom 

$1,000 is given in the desig-
nee’s honor to the Foundation 
by others. This award was Turn To BARTON  page A8



STURBRIDGE — One-hundred and twenty “Happy 
Birthday America” cards created by Burgess Elementary 
School third graders are now hanging in the Senior Center. 
This project was developed in collaboration with the 
Sturbridge America 250th Anniversary Committee, estab-
lished in January 2025. In the coming months, residents and 
visitors will enjoy a number of community programs created 
by and coordinated with this Committee.

Expect to see special commemorative banners featur-
ing an historical flag posted on poles along Routes 20 
and 131. Look for programs focusing on the history of 
America at the Joshua Hyde Public Library, and from the 
Sturbridge Historical Society. Old Sturbridge Village is 
hosting Revolutionary Game Nights at the Ox & Yoke 
Café. Participants will have the chance to win prizes such 
as special event tickets, Village crafts, and more! Check 
out “Revolutionary Bingo” March 27 and May 29 and 
“Revolutionary Trivia” Feb. 27, April 24, and June 26. For 
more information about these events and the many other new 

250th events that the Village will be hosting, go to: osv.org.
Additional events sponsored by the Committee include 

an essay program for Grade 5 students titled “What Does 
America Mean to You?” with an option for students to vol-
untarily submit essays to a Town-wide recognition contest. 
Local restaurants will participate in a “Taste of Sturbridge” 
event during March and April featuring patriotic-themed 
offerings. Opacum Land Trust will incorporate Sturbridge 
historical landmarks into its April 2026 Vacation Scavenger 
Hunt. Also planned for May at the Senior Center are a tree 
planting and the burying of a time capsule

Events will culminate in May and June. A Family Fun 
Day on May 16 features a Children’s Bike Decorating and 
Parade, followed with activities on the Common including: a 
Mini Big-Top Circus, face painting, T-shirt decorating, yard 
games, potato sack and 3-legged races, music and more. A 
hot dog cart will also be available. The Committee’s signa-
ture event will be held on June 27, 2026 and will feature a 
parade along Route 20 and Route 131, followed by a com-
munity festival on the Town Common. More information on 
these events will be forthcoming.

Volunteer recruitment and community engagement have 
been central to the Committee’s work. The Committee 
extends its appreciation to all residents, volunteers, non-
profit organizations, and local businesses supporting the 
America 250th Anniversary celebration. If you are inter-
ested in participating in either/both the Family Fun Day 
and the Parade, or simply wish to find more information, 
please contact the Sturbridge250 Committee by email at 
Sturbridge250@gmail.com.
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is 
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road, 
248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org,
 Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St.  248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale 
(508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12 
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm.  Daily 
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
•Elm Street Congregational Church, 
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone:  508-764-8085 • Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
•Faith Baptist Church, 
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
 Phone number 508-764-6132,
 Worship Service:  Sunday 10::00 a.m.
•  St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862, 
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England District 
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office 
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street - 
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor 
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
 Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and
 Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
•Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
•St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
 Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 &  8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church 
(508) 765-3701

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays..............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.......................................................Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)
For library hours please check

 www.charltonlibrary.org
Police Department (248-2250)

Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School........... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
FISKDALE: 508-347-6486

Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463

Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451

Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
WALES: 413-245-9808

Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 
Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 will 

be our last open Saturday until Labor 
Day) Sunday: Closed  

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

774-230-3967
WINDOWS

What should you do in the new year? Get your “estate 
needs in order”.  No one likes to talk about death, that is 
why you should have everything done in advance.   Make 
sure your hard-earned money and investments are left to 
those you want.  Call me for a free consultation. Also, han-
dling all types of real estate matters.  

Cournoyer & Cournoyer, P.C.
Attorney Don Cournoyer, Jr. 

Cell:  508-868-7943
don@cournoyerlaw.net 

Burgess third graders kick off 
Sturbridge celebration of America 250

Charlton native Jack Albright 
named to Marquette 

University Dean’s List

Public hearing to be held
on Brimfield school budget

MILWAUKEE, Wisc. — 
Jack Albright of Charlton 
has been named to the 
Dean’s List for the fall 
2025 semester at Marquette 
University in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Albright is pur-
suing a Bachelor of Arts in 
Journalism.

To make the Dean’s List, 
students must have earned 
at least 12 credits for the 
fall 2025 semester and have 
no disqualifying grades. The 
GPA threshold varies by col-
lege — for the College of 
Education and the Klingler 
College of Arts and Sciences, 
undergraduate students must 
have at least a 3.7 to be 
named to the Dean’s List.

The undergraduate GPA 
requirement is 3.5 for 
the following colleges: 
the Diederich College of 

Communication, the College 
of Business Administration, 
the College of Health 
Sciences, the Opus College 
of Engineering and the 
College of Nursing. All other 
programs have a 3.75 GPA 
minimum.

 Marquette University is 
a Catholic, Jesuit university 
that draws over 8,000 under-
graduate and 3,700 gradu-
ate and professional students 
from nearly all states and 
more than 60 countries. In 
addition to its nationally rec-
ognized academic programs, 
Marquette is known for its 
service learning programs 
and internships as students 
are challenged to use what 
they learn to make a dif-
ference in the world. Find 
out more about Marquette at 
marquette.edu.

BRIMFIELD — A pub-
lic hearing on the proposed 
Brimfield Elementary School 
budget for 2026-2027 will be 
held on Tuesday, March 24 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Brimfield 
Elementary School, in accor-
dance with M.G.L. Chapter 
71, § 38N.

Copies of the proposed 
budget are available from 
the Office of the Principal 
at Brimfield Elementary 
School.

The regular school com-
mittee meeting will begin at 
6 p.m.



AMHERST — 
The following stu-
dents were named to 
the Fall 2025 Dean's 
List at the University 
of Massachusetts 
Amherst.

Students are 
appointed to the 
Dean's List at the 
end of a semester 
in which they have 
completed a min-
imum of 12 grad-
ed credits and have 
earned a grade point 
average of 3.500 or 
better.

Brimfield
Broderick Dalton 

Custance
Ella Victoria 

Petersen
Elizabeth Rose 

Shaw
Abigail Kathryn 

Stattenfield
Malahny Yanay 

Wedderburn

Charlton
Kasey Jade 

Blanchette
Callie Elizabeth 

Cahn
Samantha Cox
Hanna Joanne 

Gamelli
Caylee Lynn 

Goulet
Abbigael Mae 

Rose Hill
Andrew John 

Kania
Harry John 

Kennan
Leah Rose Leclair

Shawn Christopher 
Maple

Luke Harry 
Miller

Joseph Shea 
Montville

Colleen Jacklynn 
Murphy

Eliana Anima 
Owusu-Ansah

Madelyn Taylor 
Parker

Colin Michael 
Resener

Anna Catherine 
Thomas

Mark Mina 
Wassef

Fiskdale

Katherine Christine 
Eliason

Camden John 
Foley

Brodie W 
Hemingway

Ava Christine 
Howard

Drew Ronald 
Howard

Adam Albert 
Howe

Laurel Elinor Ives
Vanessa T Joyner

Holland
Abigail S Grillo

Southbridge
Isabella Lucia 

Colangione
Matthew Zenon 

Gil
Kierce Jason 

Jarvis
Lauren Ann 

Lemire
Adriana Del 

Carmen Quintanilla
 Manaali Durgesh 

Vaidya

Sturbridge
Zachary R 

Christenson
Z a c h a r i a h 

Ertsgard
Julia Rose 

Faugno
Luke Brandon 

Goodwin
Brady John 

Miller
Owen William 

O'Connor
Guy Raymond 

Zwiebel

Wales
May Marie Adams
Claire Theresa 

Godek
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

WINTER
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

Retirement on the Horizon
After 39 years in business (and being 39 years older than 
when we started) one notices that there is now a short-
er distance left to travel on life’s journey than the dis-
tance that has already been traversed. That thinking led 
us to the decision to begin to wind down our business 
during the first quarter of this year and retire by the end 
of March 2026. This wind down period has allowed us 
plenty of time to honor and fulfill all our current cus-
tomer special orders in progress. Due to some products’ 
extended lead times, we will only be processing new or-
ders that will be able to be shipped completely within the 
above-mentioned time. In the meantime, we have lots of 
super budget-friendly deals to be found as we draw down 
our inventory of windows, doors, patio doors, locksets…., 
and bargain-bay items. Also, our fully functioning, beau-
tiful kitchen cabinets, windows & doors displays are be-
ing made available for sale as well.
       
We appreciate you and thank you for your patronage over 
the years.

Sincerely, Andrea and Morgan,
AFFORDABLE WINDOWS & DOORS CO., INC.

MOST SOLD AT 65% OFF

Thank You!

Federated Church of Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale Irish Feast coming March 16

UMass Amherst announces 
Fall Dean’s List

Sturbridge Affordable Housing 
Trust seeks input through survey

STURBRIDGE 
—  A Sturbridge 
tradition returns 
just in time for 
your St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration. 
The Federated 
Church  of 
Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale will host 
its annual Irish 
Feast on Monday, 
March 16, at the 
historic Publick 
House Restaurant, 
inviting the com-
munity to gather 
for good food, 
good company, 
and a good cause.

This year’s Irish 
Feast will benefit 
both the Federated 
Church and The 
Center of Hope 
Foundation, Inc., 
a Southbridge-
based nonprofit 
that supports peo-

ple with disabili-
ties and their fam-
ilies from diverse 
cultural and eth-
nic backgrounds, 
helping them 
access resourc-
es, services, and 
opportunities to 
live meaningful, 
fulfilling lives.

“We’re for-
tunate to part-
ner once again 
with the Publick 
House, which 
makes this eve-
ning possible 
year after year,” 
said event chair 
Ken Benson. 
“This dinner has 
always been about 
community, and 
we’re especially 
proud that it will 
also support the 
important work 
being done by The 

Center of Hope 
right here in our 
region.”

Pastor Rev. 
David Cote 
added, “An Irish 
Feast is about 
more than corned 
beef and cabbage. 
It’s about neigh-
bors sitting down 
together, sharing 
a meal, and sup-
porting organiza-
tions that reflect 
our shared values 
of care, inclusion, 
and compassion.”

Guests will 
enjoy a buf-
fet-style Irish 
dinner featuring 
corned beef and 
cabbage, boiled 
potatoes, car-
rots and turnips, 
dinner rolls and 
Irish soda bread, 
a choice of bev-

erage, and a cup-
cake for dessert. 
Dinner will be 
served in two seat-
ings: The early 
seating will take 
place from 4:30 
– 6 p.m., while a 
later seating hap-
pens from 6:30 – 
8 p.m. Adult tick-
ets are $18, and 
children ages four 
to 12 are $7.

Tickets must 
be purchased by 
March 15 as no 
tickets will be 
sold at the door. 
Tickets will be 
available Monday 
through Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 
noon starting 
February 13 in the 
Federated Church 
of Sturbridge 
parlor, 8 Maple 
Street, where you 

may use cash, 
check, credit/
debit card, or 
Venmo.

The church 
website at sturfed.
org and Facebook 
page both offer 
payment links 
and QR codes for 
those wishing to 
purchase tickets 
using PayPal. You 
may also purchase 
tickets electroni-
cally using Venmo 
at @Federated-
Church. Please 
include your 
address, the num-
ber of meals you 
wish to purchase, 
and your preferred 
seating time. 
Time permitting, 
tickets purchased 
by Venmo will 
be mailed to the 
address provid-

STURBRIDGE — The 
Sturbridge Affordable 
Housing Trust (SAHT) is 
leading the development of 
a new Housing Production 
Plan (HPP) to update 
its 2021–2026 Housing 
Production Plan and guide 
the Town’s future housing 
strategy. The updated HPP 
will include current data and 
analysis on demographic 
trends and housing condi-
tions, identify priority hous-
ing needs, and recommend 
strategies to address them.

Community engagement is 
a central part of this process. 

The SAHT will offer mul-
tiple opportunities for resi-
dents to share input on local 
housing challenges, goals, 
and priorities. As part of this 
effort, the SAHT is conduct-
ing a Community Housing 
Survey to gather addition-
al feedback. The survey is 
designed to be brief and easy 
to complete, taking only a 
few minutes of your time.

To participate in the sur-
vey, visit the town Web site, 
sturbridge.gov, and click the 
link under the News tab on 
the main page.

ed. Late orders 
will be held at the 
door.

For more infor-
mation or to pur-
chase tickets, con-
tact the Church 

Office at 774-
304-1021 or Ken 
Benson at 774-
2 3 0 - 3 8 4 8 . T h e 
Federated Church 
of Sturbridge & 
Fiskdale joyfully 

celebrates Christ’s 
presence and 
God’s grace in our 
lives. Learn more 
at sturfed.org or 
email churchof-
fice@sturfed.org.



Every year about this time, I start 
noticing small things.

Not the big, dramatic signs of spring. 
Those come later, when the trees turn 
green all at once and people start drag-
ging lawn chairs out of the garage. I 
mean the quiet little hints that winter 
is loosening its grip on Massachusetts.

It might be a patch of grass showing 
up along the edge of the driveway. Or 
that first morning when the sun comes 
through the kitchen window a little ear-
lier than it did the week before.

You notice those things when you’ve 
lived somewhere long enough.

The other morning, I stepped outside 
to grab the newspaper, and the air felt 
different. Still cold, mind you. This is 
Massachusetts, after all. March has a 
habit of pretending to be spring one 
day and January the next. But the cold 
felt lighter somehow.

That’s the best way I can explain it.
When I was younger, I used to think 

spring arrived all at once. One day, it 
was winter, and the next day, it was 
warm enough to play catch in the yard. 
But the older I get, the more I realize 
spring actually sneaks in quietly, one 
small sign at a time.

The birds know it before we do.
You start hearing them earlier in the 

morning, carrying on like they’ve got 
important business to attend to. I’m 
not sure what they’re saying to each 
other, but they sound awfully cheerful 
about it.

Then there’s the sunlight.

In February, the sun always seems 
tired, like it’s putting in only a half 
day. By March, it sticks around lon-
ger, stretching across the sidewalks 
and warming the side of the house in 
the afternoon. My wife noticed it first 
the other day when she said the living 
room suddenly felt brighter.

I told her that happens every year.
Still, it’s nice when it does.
Around town, you start seeing the 

early signs too. Someone has already 
swept the winter sand off their walk-
way. A neighbor is standing in the 
driveway looking thoughtfully at the 
snowblower, as if trying to decide 
whether to keep it out a little longer or 
finally push it to the back of the garage.

That’s always a gamble in 
Massachusetts.

I’ve made the mistake before of 
putting away winter too early. The 
moment you do that, it seems like the 
weather hears about it and decides to 

send one last snowstorm just to keep 
you humble.

So I leave the shovel handy for now.
But even with that possibility hang-

ing in the air, there’s a different feeling 
around town this time of year. People 
walk a little slower when the sun 
comes out. You see neighbors linger-
ing a moment longer at the mailbox. 
Someone opens a car window for the 
first time in months just to let the air in.

None of this happens all at once. It 
unfolds gradually, the way most good 
things do.

When my kids were younger, the 
arrival of spring meant baseball gloves 
coming out of the closet and muddy 
sneakers by the back door. These days 
the house is quieter, though every once 
in a while I still catch myself noticing 
things the same way I did back then.

The smell of thawing earth.
The sound of melting snow dripping 

off the edge of the roof.
The first afternoon when you realize 

you don’t need your heavy coat any-
more.

I suppose that’s the real magic of a 
New England spring. It reminds you 
that even after the longest winters, the 
world eventually wakes up again.

Not with a grand announcement.
Just a little sunlight on Main Street, a 

few birds singing before breakfast, and 
the quiet feeling that warmer days are 
on their way.

And after a long Massachusetts win-
ter, that’s usually enough.

If you’re dealing with debt, 
you’re far from alone. More 
than 80 percent of U.S. house-
holds carry some form of debt 
(2025 Federal Reserve report), 
and since 2019, total house-
hold debt for Americans has 
increased more than 31 percent, 
to $18.59 trillion.

While debt can help you 
achieve important goals, such 
as buying a home or getting 
an education, it can also create 
strain on your life and finances. 
If you only make minimum pay-
ments, for example, you’ll hold debt 
longer and pay more in interest.

Having a clear debt reduction plan 
can help you take control, reduce anxi-
ety, and even save money.

Know your debt. The first step is 
understanding what you owe. Make a 
comprehensive list of all your debts, 
including credit cards, mortgages, auto 
loans, student loans, and medical bills. 
For each one, note the total amount 
owed, the interest rate and your mini-
mum payment requirements.

Next, add it all up to see your total 
debt load. Then calculate your debt-
to-income ratio by dividing your total 
monthly debt payments by your gross 
monthly income. A good rule of thumb 
is to keep this ratio below 35 percent 
if you have a mortgage or 20 percent 
if you don't.

Manage what you owe. Now that you 
have the big picture, look for oppor-

tunities to reorganize your debt more 
effectively. Perhaps you can refinance 
existing loans at lower interest rates, 
consolidate multiple debts into a sin-
gle payment, or transfer high-interest 
credit card balances to cards that offer 
lower or 0 percent introductory rates 
for up to 12 months.

These strategies won't reduce the 
total amount you owe, but they can 
make your debt more manageable and 
potentially save you money on interest. 
Just watch out for fees and make sure 
you understand new terms before mak-
ing changes.

Set your payment target. Start by 
identifying your required minimum 
payments across all debts. Missing 
these can trigger fees and penalties and 
damage your credit score, so treat them 
as non-negotiable expenses in your 
budget.

Next, look at your budget to identify 
any funds available after covering all 
essential expenses. Consider how much 

of this surplus to put toward 
paying down debt versus sav-
ing for other goals. Remember 
that building an emergency 
fund and saving for retirement 
are also important priorities 
that shouldn’t be sidelined.

If you have no surplus, you 
may need to cut back on things 
like eating out, clothes shop-
ping, on-line subscriptions, 
entertainment, or expensive 
vacations while you bring your 
debt in line. Consider an addi-
tional part-time job for extra 

income to pay off your debt sooner.
Prioritize your debt. Finally, decide 

which debts to tackle first with any 
extra payments. One approach is to 
focus on paying off the debt with the 
highest interest rate first, which mini-
mizes the total interest you’ll pay over 
time. Alternately, you can target the 
smallest balance first to help you build 
momentum and motivation.

Taking control of your debt doesn't 
happen overnight, but with a clear 
strategy, you can make steady progress 
toward your financial goals.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-
347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, Member 
SIPC
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The importance of 
local businesses to 
community life

Take charge of your debt,
one step at a time

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
FocusIn towns like Charlton, Sturbridge, and 

Southbridge, local businesses do more than pro-
vide goods and services. They help shape the 
character of the community.

From family-owned restaurants to small retail 
shops, repair services, and professional offices, 
these businesses form the everyday backbone of 
local economic life. They provide jobs, support 
local events, and often serve as gathering places 
where neighbors cross paths and conversations 
begin.

While larger national chains may be part of 
the regional landscape, small and locally owned 
businesses remain an important part of what 
makes these communities distinct.

A locally owned shop or restaurant often 
reflects the personality of the people who run it. 
Owners know their customers, recognize familiar 
faces, and develop relationships that grow over 
time. In many cases, these businesses become 
part of the rhythm of daily life.

Residents stop by for morning coffee, pick 
up a quick lunch, or run into neighbors while 
shopping for everyday items. These simple inter-
actions may seem routine, but they help create 
the sense of connection that many people value 
in small-town living.

Local businesses also play an important role in 
supporting community activities.

Throughout the year, small businesses sponsor 
youth sports teams, donate gift cards or prod-
ucts to charity raffles, and contribute to school 
fundraisers. Many also participate in community 
events such as holiday celebrations, seasonal 
markets, and local festivals.

Their involvement helps strengthen the social 
fabric of the towns they serve.

Operating a small business, however, is rarely 
easy. Owners must balance rising costs, changing 
consumer habits, and increasing competition. 
Many work long hours while managing staffing, 
inventory, and the day-to-day responsibilities that 
come with running a business.

Despite these challenges, small businesses 
continue to invest in the communities where they 
operate.

In Southbridge, efforts to revitalize downtown 
areas have drawn attention to the role local busi-
nesses can play in bringing energy back to com-
mercial districts. In Sturbridge, a combination of 
tourism and local entrepreneurship helps sustain 
a wide range of shops and restaurants. Charlton’s 
growing commercial corridors also reflect the 
ways businesses adapt as communities evolve.

Each town has its own economic character, but 
the presence of locally owned businesses remains 
an important common thread.

Residents can play a part in supporting these 
enterprises through everyday choices. Shopping 
locally when possible helps keep money circu-
lating within the community. It also encourag-
es entrepreneurs to continue investing in their 
towns.

Even small decisions can make a difference. 
Choosing a neighborhood restaurant for dinner, 
purchasing gifts from a local shop, or hiring a 
nearby contractor are ways residents help sustain 
the businesses that serve them.

Over time, these choices contribute to a health-
ier and more resilient local economy.

Local businesses also help define the identity 
of a town. Visitors often remember a community 
by the places they explore, the shops they dis-
cover, or the restaurants where they share a meal.

Those experiences shape how a town is per-
ceived both by residents and by people who may 
be visiting for the first time.

As our communities continue to grow and 
change, maintaining a strong network of local 
businesses will remain an important part of pre-
serving the character of these communities.

Supporting those businesses is not only an 
economic decision. It is also an investment in 
the relationships and traditions that make small 
towns feel like home.

Spring sneaks in, one morning at a time

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along

Main Street

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308  mikaela@stonebridgepress.news



FISKDALE — The Tantasqua 
Regional School Committee will be 
accepting applications for projects to 
be built during the 2026-2027 school 
year. The purpose of these projects 
is to provide practical work experi-
ences for the carpentry students of 
Tantasqua’s Technical Division. Since 
there is no charge for student labor, 
qualified applicants realize substantial 
savings.  Additional savings can result 
if Tantasqua’s electrical students install 
any necessary wiring.

Applications and design plans will 

be accepted for the construction of a 
single story house, garage, addition, or 
similar project. One or more projects 
may be selected. Applicant must reside 
in the Tantasqua School District.

All applications should be submitted 
directly to the Superintendent’s Office 
by May 15.

For further information please call 
the Technical Division at 508-347-
3045, ext. 0915 or access our Web site 
at http://www.tantasqua.org/technical/
forms.htm.

STURBRIDGE — St. Anne – St. 
Patrick Parish is celebrating the month 
of March with a St. Patrick’s Day 
Calendar raffle. One lucky winner will 
be drawn each day. The winning ticket 
will be reentered for more chances to 
win. Raffle tickets are $10 each.

The calendar features four $100 priz-
es drawn every Saturday in March as 
well as several random cash prizes 
throughout the month. On St. Patrick’s 
Day, the lucky winner will receive 
$500.

Other prizes include gift cards to 
St. Anne’s Gift Shop, Tutti Quanti, 
Napoli’s Pizzeria, Elm Street Café, Big 
Bunny Supermarket, Nova’s Restaurant 
Holland, Publick House, and tickets to 
Entertainment Luxury Theater.

Raffle tickets may be purchased in 
the St. Anne Gift Shop and in the St. 

Anne – St. Patrick office. Proceeds 
benefit St. Anne – St. Patrick Parish.

St. Anne - St. Patrick Parish is an 
active parish community. It offers daily 
Mass for worship, religious education, 
and community ministries. It welcomes 
visitors to St. Anne Shrine, the new 
Memorial for the Unborn, the Hall of 
Saints, the Russian Icon Exhibit, the 
Votive Chapel, the Generations Statue, 
and the Angel of Hope Monument. 
Our pilgrims feel at peace walking the 
ground, including the Stations of the 
Cross and the Holy Stairs. And weather 
permitting, pilgrims also have access 
to a picnic grove. The Daily Rosary 
is recited at 3 p.m. in the St. Patrick 
Chapel, and weekend Masses are cel-
ebrated in its outdoor pavilion in the 
summer. Its religious gift shop is open 
every day from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 3/13 & SATURDAY 3/14

SEAFOOD TRIO 
AFTER 5PM

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11- SUNDAY, MARCH 15TH 
CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE 

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

Walk in Faith Lenton mission open to all

St. Anne – St. Patrick’s 
Calendar Raffle

celebrates Lucky Month

Brimfield to mark 
250th anniversary of 

Independence

Build a house, build a garage, 
build an addition with help 

from Tantasqua students

Applications welcome for Ronald 
J. Denault Memorial Law 
Enforcement Scholarship

BRIMFIELD — St. Christophers 
Church, 16 Sturbridge Rd. (Route 20), 
Brimfield, and St. Patrick’s church at 
22 Green St. in Monson are co-hosting 
a Lenten Mission March 16 – 19.

The mission title, “Our Walk in Faith,” 
will be led by Fr. David Gunter MIC of 
the Marian Fathers of the Immaculate 
Conception from the National Shrine 
of Divine Mercy in Stockbridge. The 
talk will be at 7 pm each evening. St. 
Christopher’s will host Monday and 
Tuesday, while St. Patrick will host on 
Wednesday and Thursday. Each night 
Fr. Gunter will lead you on a spiritual 
journey to awaken and deepen your 
faith during this holy season of Lent. 
The event is free and open to all. For 
more information contact St. Patrick’s 
s at 413-267-3622. Father Gunter will 
also offer the masses the weekend 
before and will hear confessions on the 
weekend and each evening prior to the 
talk at 6pm.

The parishes are led by Father Jack 
Brennan, who shares, “The season of 
Lent is a time to reflect, listen with 
our hearts and pray. It echoes’ Christ’s 
40 days in the dessert as a period of 

transformation and a return to the Lord 
through prayer. To make room for grace 
by practicing Almsgiving through gen-
erosity of heart and choosing compas-
sion over convenience.”

Both parishes welcome visitors and 
all who wish to attend are invited to 
join us throughout the year.

About Fr. David W. Gunter, MIC
 Fr. David was ordained in 2009 for 

the Archdiocese of Boston. Prior to 
entering priesthood, he had studied 
at Northeastern University receiving 
a B.A. in Economics and Geology 
in 1981 and an MBA from Babson 
College in 1984. Fr. Gunter has had 
a deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary that eventually lead him to the 
Congregation of the Marian Fathers of 
the Immaculate Conception. He entered 
the community in July of 2014 and pro-
fessed perpetual vows on October 19, 
2019. Fr. Gunter has researched Marian 
apparitions, Marian teachings by saints 
and popes, and has produced an excit-
ing video series called “The Days of 
Elijah and the Coming Triumph” avail-
able at the Marian website divinemer-

cyplus.org. Presently, Fr. Gunter is 
assigned to the National Shrine of the 
Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, MA

About the Marians
The Congregation of Marian Fathers 

of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary is a fra-
ternal community of consecrated life 
in the Roman Catholic Church. They 
are also known for their devotion to 
Mary Immaculate, dedication to pray-

ing for the poor souls in Purgatory, and 
active service to the Church. Founded 
in Poland in 1670 by Saint Stanislaus 
Papczyński, today the Marian 
Congregation has about 500 priests 
and brothers who labor in 19 countries, 
They administer the National Shrine 
of The Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, 
Mass., a place of beauty – a holy 
ground – where thousands of pilgrims 
visit each year seeking healing and 
spiritual renewal.

BRIMFIELD — Save the date! On 
Saturday, June 13, a community-wide 
celebration marking the 250th anniver-
sary of our nation’s freedom will take 
place in Brimfield.

In recognition of this year’s historic 
milestone, a full day of remembrance 
and celebration is planned. All are wel-
come to attend the day’s events, which 
include the following: Revolutionary 
War themed cemetery tours, a cere-
mony at the town common gazebo, a 
parade, and fun-filled festivities at the 
Brimfield Winery. The evening will 
close out with a spectacular fireworks 
display.

Additional details and updates will 
be available through the Friends of 
Historic Brimfield event Web site, 
www.fohbrimfield.org. Tax-deductible 
donations can also be made in sup-
port of this celebration through this 
website, and in gratitude, donors will 

be recognized in the event program. 
Donations can also be mailed to: 
Friends of Historic Brimfield, P.O. Box 
52, Brimfield, MA 01010 with “Spirit 
of Brimfield” in the memo.

This event is currently being spon-
sored by the Massachusetts Army 
National Guard and Classic Hits 97.7 
FM. If you or your company are inter-
ested in any level of corporate or 
business sponsorship, please visit the 
event website at www.fohbrimfield.
org. Additional volunteers are needed 
for both planning and to help with 
activities during  the event, or if you 
are interested in putting a float in the 
parade, contact Friends of Historic 
Brimfield at (413) 239-0288 for more 
information.

Be sure to save the date for this cele-
bration of the founding of our country! 
More information will follow.

CHARLTON CITY — A $1,500 
scholarship, honoring the memory of 
Ronald J. Denault, a highly respected 
police officer at both the state and local 
levels, will be awarded again this June 
to a student in the Class of 2026.

To be eligible for consideration for 
this award, preferably, a student must 
be a Charlton resident who is planning 
to further his/her education in pursuit 
of a career in law enforcement or crimi-
nal justice.  Applicants may be graduat-
ing from a public or private high school 
or from a home schooling program that 
has been approved formally by the 
School Committee. Ideally, applicants 
will show evidence of scholarship, 
leadership, and community service.

Any interested person should com-
plete and submit an application packet 
no later than April 30, 2026. The appli-
cation packet will include the follow-

ing: an application form; a one-page 
essay summarizing why the applicant 
is interested in a career in law enforce-
ment; two letters of reference; and doc-
umentation of academic scholarship. 
Details regarding all requirements will 
be included with the application form.  
Application forms can be obtained at 
the Charlton Public Library, at the 
Charlton Police Station, or through 
the guidance offices at either Bay Path 
Regional or Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School.  Further questions may be 
directed to Dr. Linda E. Denault, who 
can be reached via email at ledenault@
aol.com or by calling 508-248-7711.

Completed application packets 
should be mailed to the Ronald J. 
Denault Law Enforcement Scholarship 
Committee c/o P.O. Box 352, Charlton 
City, MA 01508.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Friday price 3/6/26 was $4.35 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

42 Central St, Southbridge MA
(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

WE BUY GOLD
Trusted with

Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

You can't predict the future, so plan for it.
Let's talk about your options.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Community 
    Connection

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

508-764-0555508-764-0555

We’re here to service all of your 
heat transfer and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Celebrating 20+ Years in Business

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email:

mikaela@
stonebridge press.news

A night of harmony and hope
JAK-L Foundation to host Dueling Pianos in Auburn

AUBURN — Get 
ready to sing, dance, 
and make a differ-
ence. On Saturday, 
May 2, the local com-
munity will gather at 
J. Anthony’s Italian 
Grill for a high-energy 
"Dueling Pianos" event 
presented by the JAK-L 
Foundation.

The evening promises 
a vibrant blend of music 
and laughter, but the 
mission behind the mel-
odies is deeply personal. 
Proceeds from the event 
will directly support 
youth mental health and 
suicide prevention pro-
grams within the local 
community.

Turning pain into pur-
pose

The JAK-L Foundation 
was established in 
2023 by President 
Joy Kochinskas. For 
Kochinskas, a local 
salon owner and styl-
ist for more than 25 
years, the cause is an 
intimate one. After los-
ing her sister to suicide 
in 2017, she became a 
dedicated advocate, par-

ticipating in the "Out of 
the Darkness" walks for 
years before founding 
the JAK-L Foundation 
to create a more direct 
impact on mental health 
awareness.

"I’m hoping to make 
more of an impact on the 
mental health society," 
Kochinskas said regard-
ing the foundation's 
mission. Alongside an 

active event committee, 
the foundation is work-
ing to transform how 
the community discuss-
es and supports mental 
wellness.

Event details
The event kicks off at 

8:00 PM, though sup-
porters are encouraged 
to arrive early.

• When: Saturday, 
May 2

• Time: 8 – 10 p.m. 
(doors open at 7:30 p.m.)

• Where: J. Anthony’s 
Italian Grill,  917 
Southbridge St., Auburn

• Admission: $35 per 
person (plus fees)

Pro-Tip:  Guests 
who enjoy dinner at J. 
Anthony’s prior to the 
show will receive priori-
ty seating for the perfor-
mance.

Community support
The success of the 

JAK-L Foundation is 
driven by a dedicat-
ed team of volunteers. 
The event committee 
includes David Boucher, 
Christine Afful, Joy 
Kochinskas, Devon 
Renfro, and Steve 
Kochinskas. Supporting 
the front lines are team 
members Karen Sisko, 

Kathy Konkol-Saad, 
Kim Sterczala, Shirley 
Shepardson, Kerry 
Bielicki, Ruth Cahill, 
and Laurie Boucher.

By attending, guests 
aren't just buying a tick-
et to a show—they are 
helping to "spark mean-
ingful change" for local 
youth who may be strug-
gling in silence.

Courtesy

The members of the JAK-L Foundation. Front row, from left: David Boucher, Christine Afful, Joy Kochinskas, Devon Renfro, Steve Kochinskas. Second Row, from left: 
Karen Sisko, Kathy Konkol-Saad, Kim Sterczala, Shirley Shepardson, Kerry Bielicki, Ruth Cahill, Laurie Boucher



WORCESTER — 
Cornerstone Bank has 
donated $7,500 to sup-
port the Abby’s House 
50th Anniversary Gala, 
scheduled for May 29 
at the Hogan Center at 
the College of the Holy 
Cross. The milestone 
gift builds on the bank’s 
ongoing commitment to 
the organization, follow-
ing donations in 2023, 
2024 and 2025.

“Abby’s House has 
been opening doors for 
women and children in 
Worcester for half a cen-
tury, and we are proud 
to stand with them at 
this historic moment,” 
said Todd Tallman, CEO 
of Cornerstone Bank. 
“Their impact is pro-
found, and this contri-
bution reflects our belief 
in their mission and our 
commitment to strength-
ening the communities 
we serve.”

Abby’s House provides 
shelter, affordable hous-
ing, advocacy and sup-
port services to women 
and children. Over the 
past five decades, the 
organization has helped 
more than 16,000 women 
and their children rebuild 
their lives and achieve 
stability and indepen-
dence. It operates one 
of the first overnight 
shelters for women in 
the country and is now 
the largest provider of 
affordable, supportive 
housing in Worcester 

designed specifically for 
women and children.

The 50th Anniversary 
Gala will celebrate 
Abby’s House’s legacy, 
recognize key communi-
ty partners and support 
the organization’s con-
tinued work to meet the 
evolving needs of fami-
lies across the region.

About Cornerstone 
Bank

Cornerstone Bank was 
formed in 2017, born of 
a long history of sup-
porting the community, 
and providing a strong 
foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses 
thrive. Serving Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local 
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model 
enables a unique abili-
ty to deliver outstanding 
service, with a person-
al touch. Cornerstone, 
which is a subsidiary of 

PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, 
operating independent-
ly under its own name 
and brand, provides the 
highest level of service 
and expertise for indi-
viduals, businesses, 
and community orga-
nizations with branch 
locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to 
connect customers with 
opportunities through a 
broad range of deposit 
and loan products and 
services. Built on Trust 
is not just a tagline, but 
also one of our guid-
ing corporate values. 
Whether a business or 
personal partnership, 
Cornerstone stands 
on the foundation that 
relationships are built 
on trust. To learn about 
Cornerstone Bank’s per-
sonal and business bank-
ing offerings, please visit 
cornerstonebank.com or 
call 800-939-9103.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
3/13 Stephen George

3/14  Lower Level Duo
3/15  St Patricks Day Celebration

 with Mike O’Meara

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

$99999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-7pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

#1 RATED PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE AWARD:

APPLIANCE
DEALER

5 YEARS IN A ROW!

Great
Selection
for Fun in the Snow!

PRE-
BIKE SALE!

SEASONDON’T BUY UNTIL DON’T BUY UNTIL 
YOU SEE US!!!YOU SEE US!!!

QCC’s director of community engagement 
receives Black Excellence award

Cornerstone Bank 
commits $7,500 to 

support Abby’s House 
50th Anniversary Gala

W O R C E S T E R 
— Quinsigamond 
Community College’s 
Director of Community 
Engagement,  Sean 
Harris, was recent-
ly named a 2026 Black 
Excellence of the Hill 
award recipient by the 
Massachusetts Black 
and Latino Legislative 
Caucus (MBLLC).

This annual honor cel-
ebrates Black and Latino 
Community leaders who 
are making a meaning-
ful difference in their 
communities. Harris was 
nominated for the award 
by Massachusetts State 

Representative David 
LeBoeuf.

“Sean embodies the 
best of QCC and the 
Worcester communi-
ty. We are incredibly 
proud to see his impact 
recognized at the state 
level with this distin-
guished honor,” said 
QCC President Dr. Luis 
Pedraja.

A longtime pillar of 
the Worcester commu-
nity, Harris has sup-
ported local organiza-
tions and initiatives for 
decades. He is the found-
er of the Professional 
Men of Color Dinner 

Club and serves on the 
boards of the Business 
Improvement District for 
Downtown Worcester 
and Dress for Success. 
In 2023, he was recog-
nized with the BIPOC 
Community Leader 
Award from the Diverse 
Professional Roundtable. 
Additionally, Harris was 
a founding member of 
the Worcester Youth 
Center and later served 
as its youngest executive 
director.

Harris has worked at 
QCC since 2021, becom-
ing the Director of 
Community Engagement 

Courtesy Photo

Sean Harris

in 2023. In addition to 
fostering relationships 
and partnerships between 
QCC and the surround-
ing community, he 
co-chairs the Access to 
Opportunity Committee 
and serves as a member of 
the Advisory Council for 
Access & Opportunity.

"I'm deeply honored 

to be recognized among 
such dedicated leaders 
from across the state. 
Working within the 
Worcester community 
has always been rooted 
in unity and what we can 
accomplish together," 
said Harris.

The award win-
ners were celebrated 

last week at a ceremo-
ny featuring remarks 
from Massachusetts 
Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll and key-
note speaker Mechalle 
Brown, President of the 
7uice Foundation and 
mother of Celtic's star 
Jaylen Brown.



Osimo, Anthony ‘Tony’ 
Osimo, Tulio ‘Tito’ Osimo 
and Alphonse ‘Ponzi’ 
Osimo, Jr. and her five sis-
ters, Isabella Authier, Mary 
Rondeau, Rita Lorange, 
Lillian Galonek and Laura 
Berthiaume.  Nancy was 
born in Worcester the 
daughter of Alphonse and 
Angelina (Salce) Osimo, Sr.

Nancy worked at 
Hyde Manufacturing in 
Southbridge for over 25 
years, retiring many years 

ago. She was a longtime devoted mem-
ber of the former St. Hedwig’s Parish 
in Southbridge, serving as a Eucharistic 
Minister and a member of the Holy Rosary 
Sodality.  She was a member of St. John 
Paul II Parish and a member of the St. 
Rita’s Society.

Nancy loved her husband, daughters 
and grandchildren deeply. She held 
a strong faith in God which poured 
into everything she set out to do. Her 
soothing voice and soulful eyes will be 
remembered by anyone lucky enough to 
have known her.

Her funeral was held on Saturday, 
March 7th, from the Daniel T. Morrill 
Funeral Home, 130 Hamilton St., 
Southbridge, with a Mass at 11:00am in 
St. Mary’s Church of the St. John Paul 
II Parish, 263 Hamilton St., Southbridge. 
Burial followed in St. Mary’s Cemetery, 
Southbridge. A calling hour in the funeral 
home will be held on Saturday, March 7th, 
from 9:30 to 10:30am, prior to the Mass.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

efforts to 
develop and 
maintain the 

skills to be an effective leader and 
manager in today’s fire service. The 
process provides an equal opportunity 
for the volunteer, call, or full-time 
fire service leader to meet the mini-
mum criteria for achieving fire chief 
accreditation.”

Barton said, “I am dedicated to pro-

viding the highest level of service to 
this community and have worked hard 
to continue my education and experi-
ence to bring a high level of profes-
sionalism to this position. I appreciate 
that this accomplishment recognizes 
my dedication to be the best fire ser-
vice leader I can be for this commu-
nity.”

Credentialed participants will be 
required to renew their credentials 

every three years. The program is 
open to all members of the fire ser-
vice in the Commonwealth serving as 
chief of department. Additionally, any 
person holding the rank of lieutenant 
or above in that department is also 
eligible to apply for credentialing. 
Participation in this program is vol-
untary and all eligible personnel are 
encouraged to participate.
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The Brimfield ZBA will hold a public 
hearing at 5:00 pm on April 06, 2026, 
at the Town Annex (Clerk’s Office) 23 
Main St. Brimfield, MA on behalf of 
Andrew and Joseph Comerford for 
their land on Shaw Rd. in Brimfield, MA. 
Assessor’s Parcels 5-A-1.3 and 5-A-
1.5.  Book 25931-582.  The applicants 
seek to construct a common driveway 
(less than 500 feet) to serve two single 
family lots.  A 33-foot easement will be 
provided.   No more than two lots will 
be served and a 24-foot driving surface 
will be provided.  Although not required 
to attend, abutters and members of 
the public are welcome to attend and 
provide feedback.
March 13,  2026
March 20, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on March 25, at 7PM on 
the application of Christopher Hansen.
The applicant has filed a Notice of 
Intent for the construction of a sin-
gle-family residence, and associated 
grading within the 100-ft buffer zone to 
a Bordering Vegetated Wetland. The 
project location is: (Lot 2-1A) 0 North 
Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507. 
Parcel ID: 35-D-2.2 
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
March 13,  2026

Public Hearing Notice
The Charlton Select Board will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, March 24, 
2026 at 6:45pm in the Charlton Town 
Hall, Meeting Room 1, 37 Main St., 
Charlton MA to act on a request for a 
Club/All Alcoholic Beverages License 
to be held by Overlook Communities, 
Inc., 88 Masonic Home Road, Charlton, 
MA 01507.  
Anyone wishing to be heard on this 
matter should appear on the date and 
time specified or submit concerns in 
writing to the Charlton Select Board, 
37 Main St., Charlton, MA 01507
March 12,  2026

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to Mass General Laws 
Chapter 105A, the contents of the fol-
lowing spaces: 
H22 (Stephen Johnson), H67 (Joseph 
Anselmo) and H136 (Joyce Lacerte) 
located at 25 Brimfield Road, Holland, 
MA will be sold to satisfy  the owners 

lien of Storage Plus.
Sale date is March 18, 2026 @ 
2:00PM. Inspection between 1:30PM 
and 2:00PM  on March 18, 2026. 
Sealed bids must be hand delivered 
by 2:00 PM on March 18, 2026. 
All goods must be purchased with cash 
as is, and must be removed within 48 
hours of sale. Owner has the right to 
bid to protect his lien and to withdraw 
any unit upon   settlement by the obli-
gated party up for sale. For further 
information call (413)245-4388.
Please run the following advertisement 
for two weeks in the Webster Times:
Pursuant to Mass General Laws 
Chapter 105A, the contents of the fol-
lowing spaces:
D21 (Dawn Marie Chesnis), 
D23  (Bozena Barszczewski) and D64 
(Michael Pagan) 
located at 144 Schofield Avenue, 
Dudley, MA  will be sold to satisfy the 
owners lien of   Storage Plus.  Sale 
date is March 18, 2026 @ 3:30PM. 
Inspection between 3:00PM   and 
3:30PM  on  March 18, 2026. Sealed 
bids must be hand delivered by 3:30 
PM on March 18, 2026.  All goods 
must be purchased  with cash as is, 
and must be removed within 48 hours 
of  sale. Owner has the right to bid to 
protect his lien and to  withdraw   any 
unit upon  settlement by the obligated 
party up for sale. For further informa-
tion
 call (508)949-8818.
March 5,  2026
March 12,  2026

 CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on March 25, at 7PM on 
the application of Property Solutions 
Real Estate and Contracting LLC.
The applicant has filed a Notice of 
Intent for the construction of a sin-
gle-family residence, driveway, and 
associated site work within the 100-ft 
buffer zone to a Bordering Vegetated 
Wetland. The project location is: Lot 5 
Brookfield Road, Charlton, MA 01507. 
Parcel ID: 15-B-4.3 
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
March 13,  2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

26 SM 000710
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Travis J. McDonald
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Freedom Mortgage Corporation
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Southbridge, numbered 13 Ridge 
Road, given by Travis J. McDonald 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for JG Wentworth Home Lending, 
LLC., dated October 21, 2019, 
and recorded at Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 61269, Page 168, as affect-
ed by a Loan Modification Agreement 
dated February 4, 2022 and recorded 
at said Registry in Book 67293, Page 
383 as affected by a Loan Modification 
Agreement dated February 4, 2022 
and recorded at said Registry in Book 
67516, Page 266 and now held by the 
plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before April 13, 2026 
or you may lose the opportunity to 
challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on February 27, 
2026.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
March 12,  2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of 
Charlton Stormwater Management 
Rules & Regulations, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
accepting comments on the following 
application:
The applicant, Steven Bressette, 
has submitted a Land Disturbance/
Stormwater Management Application 
on March 5, 2026, for land disturbance 
associated with the construction of a 
single-family home.
The project site is located at 30 Hill 
Road, Charlton, MA 01507, and is also 
known as: Parcel ID: 31-D-6
Copies of the Land Disturbance 

Application are available at the 
Charlton Conservation Commission 
office during business hours. 
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
March 13,  2026

Town of Brimfield
Conservation Commission

Public Hearing Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation 
Commission will hold a public meeting 
on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at 
5:30 PM to review a Notice of Intent 
(NOI) submitted by DC Engineering 
& Survey, Inc, c/o Andrew & Joseph 
Comerford. The NOI proposes to con-
struct a single-family home and a 
driveway. 
Project Location: Lot A – Shaw Road 
(Seventh Street) (Assessor’s Map 5-A-
1.3)
Meeting Location:  Public Participation 
will be In-Person at Hitchcock Academy 
at 2 Brookfield Road,  Brimfield, MA 
01010 on March 25, 2026, at 5:30 PM.
Any person(s) interested or wishing 
to be heard on this request should 
appear at the time and place des-
ignated. A copy of the permit appli-
cation and plan may be inspected 
at the Brimfield Town Annex in the 
Conservation Commission Office, 
Salisbury Annex Building, 2nd Floor, 
23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010 
or contact the office at 413-245-4100 
ext. 1101. 
Roger deBruyn & 
Joseph Venezia Co-Chairs
March 02, 2026
March 12,  2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on March 25, at 7PM on 
the application of Christopher Hansen.
The applicant has filed a Notice of 
Intent for the construction of a sin-
gle-family residence, and associated 
grading within the 100-ft buffer zone to 
a Bordering Vegetated Wetland. The 
project location is: (Lot 2-1B) 0 North 
Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507. 
Parcel ID: 35-D-2.3 
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
March 13,  2026

LEGALS

Southbridge, MA- Zida 
Z. (Sims) Lach, known as 
ZoeAnn Lach, 76, of Elm St., 
passed away on March 3rd 
in the Southbridge Rehab. & 
Skilled Care Center, after a 
brief illness.

She leaves her loving 
husband of 58 years, Edwin 
Lach of Southbridge; her 
sons, Christopher Lach and 
his wife Betty Proulx of 
Southbridge and James M. 
Lach and his wife Jennifer 
of Charlton; her brothers, 
Danny Sims and his wife Lynda of Kansas, 
and Terry Sims of Missouri; Grandchildren, 
Cody Lach, Bethany Lach, and Matthew 
Lach, and half-sister, Glenna Keepper of 
Jasper Missouri.

She was predeceased by her sister, Yarala 
Arnold and her half-brothers, John Logan 
Rardin, Troy Joe Rardin, Howard Sims, Jr., 
and Harold Sims.

ZoeAnn was born in Pitcher, OK, the 
daughter of Howard E. and Velma Flo 
(Woods) Sims.

ZoeAnn was well known in 
her community and touched 
many lives in her over 25 years 
spent working at Harrington 
Memorial Hospital. In her 
free time ZoeAnn enjoyed 
tending to her flowerbeds, 
researching and documenting 
her family’s genealogy, and 
going out for ice cream with 
her husband. During the cold 
months, she enjoyed baking 
Christmas cookies and deco-
rating for the holidays. Above 
all, ZoeAnn’s favorite thing 

to do was enjoy time with her children and 
grandchildren. Her kindness, positivity, and 
selflessness will be carried on by those she 
loved.

Services for ZoeAnn will be private. 
There are no calling hours. The Daniel T. 
Morrill Funeral Home, 130 Hamilton St., 
Southbridge, is directing the arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Association MA 
Chapter, 309 Waverley Oaks Rd., Waltham, 
MA 02452.

Zida Z. Lach, 76
Southbridge- Nancy M. 

(Osimo) Norowski, 89, of 
Therese Ave., passed away 
on Monday, March 2nd, in 
the St. Vincent Hospital, 
Worcester, after a long ill-
ness.

She leaves her hus-
band of 66 years, Roger 
L. Norowski; her two 
daughters, Claire Tuson of 
Southbridge and Catherine 
O’Brien and her hus-
band Justin Spinney of 
Southbridge; her twin sis-
ter, Claire Russell of Webster; her three 
grandchildren, Kyle O’Brien and his 
wife Alexandria of Sturbridge, Chelsey 
Tuson and her fiancé Dylan Orzulak of 
Buckeye, AZ and Kerry Harrington and 
her husband Christopher of Wales; her 
three great grandchildren, Axel O’Brien, 
Luke Harrington and Shane Harrington; 
her two step great grandchildren, Enzo 
Jones and Luka Jones; and many niec-
es and nephews. She was predeceased 
by her four brothers, Vincent ‘Jimmy’ 

Nancy M. Norowski, 89

OBITUARIES

BARTON
continued from page  A1
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoWinterWinter

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

Saving lives through conversation
JAK-L Foundation launches QPR suicide prevention training series
AUBURN — In its ongoing mission 

to strengthen community mental health 
resources, the JAK-L Foundation has 
announced a series of upcoming QPR 
(Question, Persuade, and Refer) train-
ing sessions beginning this March. The 
initiative aims to equip local residents 
with the essential tools needed to recog-
nize and respond to the warning signs of 
a suicide crisis.

Much like CPR is used to sustain life 
until medical professionals arrive, QPR 
is an emergency mental health interven-
tion. The training teaches three simple 
steps that anyone can learn to help pre-
vent a tragedy.

Empowering the community
The first session is scheduled for 

Tuesday, March 10 at 6 p.m. at J. 
Anthony’s Italian Grill, located on the 
Auburn/Oxford line.

Founded by Joy Kochinskas in 2023 
following the loss of her sister to sui-
cide, the JAK-L Foundation focuses on 
youth mental health and suicide pre-
vention. By bringing QPR training to a 
familiar local venue like J. Anthony’s, 
the foundation hopes to make these 
life-saving conversations accessible and 
less intimidating for the general public.

2026 training schedule
To ensure widespread impact, the 

foundation has outlined a schedule of 
training dates through the summer. 
Organizers noted that classes require 
a minimum of five participants to pro-
ceed, emphasizing the importance of 
early community sign-ups.

Upcoming Sessions:
• Tuesday, March 10: 6 – 8 p.m. (J. 

Anthony’s)
• Wednesday, April 8: 6 – 8 p.m. (J. 

Anthony’s)
• Saturday, May 16: 10 a.m. – noon 

(Location TBD)
• Tuesday, June 9: 6 – 8 p.m. (J. 

Anthony’s)
• Wednesday, July 29: 6 – 8 p.m. (J. 

Anthony’s)

How to participate
Registration is now open, but spots 

are limited for each session. Residents, 
educators, parents, and community 
leaders are encouraged to visit the 
foundation's website to secure a seat.

“Come learn the skills that save lives 
and help spark meaningful change,” 
the foundation shared, highlighting 
the importance of moving from aware-
ness to active prevention. To regis-
ter or learn more about the JAK-L 
Foundation’s mission, visit https://
jak-l.com/.

Quick Facts: Why QPR training matters
QPR stands for Question, Persuade, 

and Refer—three simple steps that any-
one can learn to help save a life from 
suicide. Just as people trained in CPR 
help save thousands of lives each year, 
QPR trainees learn to recognize the 
warning signs of a crisis and provide a 
"bridge" to professional care.

• It’s not counseling: You don't need 
to be a medical professional. QPR is 
designed for "gatekeepers"—everyday 
people like parents, friends, neighbors, 
and co-workers.

• Recognize the signs: Learn to iden-
tify the subtle verbal, behavioral, and 
situational clues that someone may be 
struggling.

• Break the silence: Gain the confi-
dence to ask the "S" question directly 
and listen without judgment.

• Provide a bridge: Learn how to 
effectively persuade someone to seek 
help and exactly where to refer them in 
our local community.

"The more people in Auburn and 
Oxford who are trained in QPR, the 
safer our entire community becomes."

BHS Class of 1986 seeks community’s 
help locating classmates for 40th reunion

REGION — As the 
Bartlett High School 
Class of 1986 pre-
pares to celebrate its 
40th reunion on Sept. 
26, organizers are ask-
ing the community for 
assistance in locating 
classmates who have 
not yet been reached 
through social media or 
via text.

To make the process 
simple, the reunion 
committee has created 
a short contact-informa-
tion form and is encour-
aging residents, friends, 
and former classmates 
to help spread the word. 
If you know someone 
on the “missing class-
mates” list, organizers 
ask that you text them 
the link to the form so 
they can update their 

information.
Contact Info Form: 

ht tps: / / t inyurl .com/
BHS1986-40Years

If it’s easier, you 
may also complete the 
form on a classmate’s 
behalf—so long as you 
have their current con-
tact details. Organizers 
emphasize that any help 
tracking them down is 
truly appreciated, as 
personal connections 
often succeed where 
digital outreach falls 
short.

A list of classmates 
the committee is hop-
ing to locate appears 
below. With the com-
munity’s support, they 
hope every member of 
the Class of ’86 will 
have the opportunity to 
join this milestone cele-

bration.

Peter Allain
Beth Antonopoulos
Marie Aperges
Andrew Baca
Austin Bailey
David Beardsley
Frank Belanger
Carolyn Bembenek
Richard Bernier
Sheila Bialoncik
Beth Bialy
Jason Borski
Doreen Bourget
Eric Brisbois
Kathleen Brown
Paul Browning
Paul Bugan
Cindy Bullens
Sandra Butt
Mont Canterbury
Stephen Carlson
Daniel Chapdelaine
Kelly Cobb
Ken Cournoyer

Timothy Decker
Tammy Deschenes
Aaron Dorcas
Daniel Doyle
Dorothy DusoSelina 

Fife
James Gardner
Jeffrey Gatto
Tina Giakoumis
Alicia Goudreau
Richard Guerin
Robert Hamm
Scott Horanzy
Jane Houle
Todd Hufault
Joseph Hughes
Melissa Jankowski
Thor Johnson
Nena Johnston
Lisa Kozlowski
Robert Krasnecky
Jill Krause
Michael Kryger
Rick Lawson
Deborah Leite
Linda Lifer

Patricia Majewski
Renee Marchand
Jennifer Marsh
Jennifer Mason
John Meagher
Fumiyo Mochizuki
Deborah Munsch
Brett Napierata
Wayne Parmentier
Brian Poplawski
Gary Poplawski
Edward Powers
William Radcliffe
James Remy
Debra Ross
Collin Salmon
Dale Schleis
Theresa Sergel
Henry Skiba
Alan Standrowicz
Jeffrey Surozenski
Karen Toukonen
Joseph Veronick
Douglas Waldron
Robert Wheeler
Edward Zdrok



CHARLTON — The New England Water 
Ski Collective (formerly known as the 
Webster Water Ski Collective) is proud to 
announce that it will host the Massachusetts 
State Slalom Championships on July 15 at 
Buffumville Lake, located on the Oxford/
Charlton town line.  A competitors practice 
session will take place on July 14 for this 
event.

This event marks the first time in many 
years that a Massachusetts State Slalom 
Championship tournament will be held in 
the Commonwealth. The New England 
Water Ski Collective is honored to bring 

this prestigious competition back to Central 
Massachusetts, where it will showcase the 
best water skiers from across the state and 
surrounding regional area.

How Slalom works
Slalom skiing is one of the most popular 

and recognizable disciplines in water skiing. 
Performed on a single ski, it is the skill that 
many beginners aspire to master — and what 
elite skiers make look effortless.

In competition, a slalom course is com-
prised of six fixed buoys positioned 11.5 
meters (37.73 feet) to the left and right of 
the boat’s centerline. The centerline itself 
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William is a funny, energetic, caring, 
and incredibly charismatic boy. He has 
an outgoing personality and warms 
up to new people quickly — in fact, 
he’srarely shy and is happy to strike 
up a conversation with just about any-
one. His confidence and natural charm 
make him a joy to be around. William 
loves staying active and engaged. He 
enjoys playing with remote control cars, 
shooting hoops, building with Legos, 
and playing board games. He also has 
a hoverboard that he loves riding, al-
ways eager to show off his skills. When 
he’s ready to relax, he enjoys watching 
TV and cheering on his favorite team, 

the New England Patriots — they’re at the top of his favorites list! Using 
his creative mind and working with electronics are also among William’s 
“top things” to do. He enjoys figuring out how things work, building, ex-
perimenting, and bringing his ideas to life. With his big personality, caring 
heart, and curiosity about the world around him, William has so many 
strengths that make him truly special. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22545111574 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adop-
tive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; rent-
ers or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, 
you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely 
free in Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit 
well with. To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mare-
inc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give 
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today 
to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care.           

William 
Age 15 

Registration #7297 

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
TREASURER / COLLECTOR

The Town of Southbridge seeks qualified 
applicants for Treasurer/Collector. Posi-
tion anticipated to become vacant March 

11. Bachelor’s degree required; 3–5 years 
financial/cash management experience pre-
ferred (municipal experience a plus). Ability 
to become bonded required. MA Treasurer/

Collector certification preferred.
Apply online:

www.ci.southbridge.ma.us/Jobs
EOE.

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

New England Water Ski Collective to host State 
Slalom Championships at Buffumville Lake

Open Sky Community 
Services earns two Clubhouse 
International accreditations
WORCESTER — Open Sky Community 

Services, a nonprofit behavioral health 
and human services organization, today 
announced that itsTradewinds Clubhouse 
and Crystal House Clubhouse have been 
awarded three-year Clubhouse International 
Accreditations for adhering to globally rec-
ognized benchmarks and providing the best 
quality clubhouse services possible.

Tradewinds Clubhouse and Crystal 
House Clubhouse are free employment and 
vocational rehabilitation programs utiliz-
ing evidence-based mental health recovery 
models for adults. Tradewinds Clubhouse 
is located at 309 Main St. in Southbridge 
and serves 15 surrounding communities.  
Crystal House Clubhouse is located at 55 
Lake St. in Gardner and serves 13 surround-
ing communities. Both Clubhouses are 
two of 36 members of the Massachusetts 
Clubhouse Coalition.

“These Clubhouse programs are an 
exceptional piece of Open Sky’s program-
ming and have demonstrated the power of 
employment to open the doors to recov-
ery and further opportunity for over 30 
years,” said Open Sky President and CEO 
Ken Bates. “The Clubhouse International 
Accreditations signify the dedication of our 
staff to the recovery of the individuals we 
serve, as well as the courage and resilience 
that Clubhouse members demonstrate in 
their journeys. The accreditations are a 
remarkable honor and reminder of what is 
possible when people are given the tools to 
overcome challenges.”

The Clubhouse International site survey 
is an in-depth, three-day process during 
which surveyors from strong Clubhouses 
around the world visit a center and observe 

operations.  The surveyors also conduct con-
fidential interviews with employees, board 
members, and persons served.  Findings are 
translated into a formal report, outlining 
areas of strength and recommendations for 
improvement in adherence to each of the 
eight categories of International Standards 
for Clubhouse Programs.

In the Accreditation Report, Tradewinds 
Clubhouse was commended for its approach 
to transitional employment development, 
educational resources, diverse Advisory 
Board, support of members and culture of 
respect and collaboration. Crystal House 
Clubhouse was recognized for broadening 
community member outreach, adding new 
community voices, and providing ample 
social opportunities to support mental 
health recovery.

About Open Sky Community Services
Open Sky Community Services 

is a 501(c)3 nonprofit agency based in 
Worcester that has been helping individuals 
in our community achieve more than they 
imagined possible for over 50 years. The 
agency provides a wide range of services 
throughout Central Massachusetts for chil-
dren, adults and families with mental health 
challenges, intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, substance use disorders, brain 
injury, homelessness and other complex 
challenges.  Open Sky Community Services 
has more than 1,300 dedicated employees 
and nearly 150 programs throughout the 
region, supporting over 8,000 individuals 
annually.  Open Sky is committed to equity 
and belonging and promotes a trauma-in-
formed, whole-person care culture. For 
more information, please visit www.open-
skycs.org.

is marked by boat guide buoys spaced 2.1 
meters (6.89 feet) apart to ensure precise boat 
path alignment.

A successful pass requires the skier to:
• Enter through the starting gates
• Pass around the outside of all six buoys
• Exit cleanly through the end gates
Only after clearing the exit gates is the pass 

considered complete.
Depending on a skier’s category and ability 

level, rope length begins as long as 18.25 
meters (60 feet) and can shorten to an incred-
ibly challenging 9.75 meters (32 feet).  After 
each successful pass, the rope is shortened — 
increasing the difficulty — while boat speeds 
can increase up to a maximum of 36 mph 
depending on division.

As rope lengths shorten and speeds 
increase, the physical demands grow dra-
matically. Professional skiers are known to 
generate cross-course speeds between 60–75 
mph across the wake as they accelerate from 
one buoy to the next.

Final scores are recorded based on boat 
speed, rope length, and the number of com-
pleted buoys. The skier who can complete 
the most buoys at the shortest rope length and 
highest speed earns the victory.

Competition will be conducted under 
the standards of the American Water Ski 
Association (AWSA), whose official rules 
govern sanctioned tournament slalom events.

Supporting conservation and accessibility
Tournament profits will be donated to 

support conservation efforts and improve-
ments to the grounds at Buffumville Dam, 
maintained by the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers.

In addition, the New England Water Ski 
Collective plans to install accessible beach 
mats at Buffumville Beach this summer to 
improve shoreline access for individuals with 
mobility challenges — ensuring more mem-
bers of the community can safely enjoy the 
lake.

Built on partnership and community
The Collective’s Slalom/Competition 

Team has worked diligently to build part-
nerships with regional ski teams, individ-
ual competitors, and the Army Corps of 
Engineers to bring this championship event 
to life. The coordination of athletes, offi-
cials, volunteers, and site logistics represents 
months of collaboration.

Led by director Joe Zmetra, the New 
England Water Ski Collective’s competition 
team is especially excited to see many of its 
own members compete on home water as 
they pursue qualification for AWSA Eastern 
Regionals and Nationals.

Zmetra reflected on the athleticism 
required in the sport: “Slalom is as much 
about strength as it is about precision. The 
skier has to generate incredible power 

across the wake, maintain perfect form in 
and out of their cuts, and carry maximum 
velocity into each turn. At the buoy, you 
need the ability to stop on a dime, change 
direction instantly, and set up your next 
cut with total control. It’s a balance of 
explosiveness and technique — and when 
it all comes together, it’s an amazing thing 
to watch.”

All abilities – one passion
The championship represents more than 

just competition — it reflects the Collective’s 
mission of “All Abilities – One Passion.”

“Our team is incredibly excited to bring the 
Massachusetts State Slalom Championships 
back to Central Massachusetts,” said 
Leonardo Topa, President of the New 
England Water Ski Collective. “All three 
divisions of our organization have worked 
together to make this event possible, while 
also supporting our other major initiatives 
this season — including our Learn to Ski pro-
grams and our traveling adaptive ski clinics. 
This tournament shows how our organization 
continues to grow while making sure every-
one has the opportunity to get out on the 
water and enjoy the sport we love.”

The New England Water Ski Collective 
is eagerly awaiting the warmer weather as it 
prepares to begin a busy season that will see 
its members actively skiing and competing 
across the New England region.

About the New England Water Ski 
Collective

The New England Water Ski Collective is 
a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
devoted to making water skiing and water 
sports accessible to all. Through its Adaptive, 
Competitive, and Recreational ski teams, the 
organization works to remove barriers to par-
ticipation and grow the sport throughout the 
New England region.

As a nonprofit, the Collective relies on the 
generosity of donors, community partners, 
and sponsors to help expand programming, 
host events, and provide opportunities for 
athletes of all abilities.

If you are interested in donating to 
support our Adaptive, Competitive, or 
Recreational ski teams, please contact our 
Sponsorship Coordinator, Juliet, at Juliet@
NewEnglandWaterSki.org

By supporting the New England Water Ski 
Collective, you are helping ensure that more 
individuals — regardless of age or ability — 
have the chance to experience the thrill and 
community of water skiing.

For more information about the 
Massachusetts State Slalom Championships 
or the New England Water Ski Collective, 
please contact New England Water Ski 
Collective at (774) 495-0165 or comp@
newenglandwaterski.org.
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Beat The Spring Market!!!
Call For A 

Market Analysis Now!!!
Interest Rates Are Declining. 

Buyers Are Motivated

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

126 Old Southbridge Rd $798,500

*2.5 Baths
*Private 

Wooded Lot
* Gas Fireplace 

*Central Air
*Hardwood Floors 

Throughout

DUDLEY- NEW CONSTRUCTION
7 ACRES

Seller Offering $7500 Buyer
 Concession Towards Closing Costs!! 

Seller has found housing and can 
Close Quickly

*2 Full Baths * 3 Finished Rooms in 
Lowerl Level *Fireplace 

* 2 Mini-Splits for A/C *1.3 Acres

CHARLTON- THIS OPPORTUNITY WON’T LAST!!!

50 Old Spencer Rd. $525,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake – 302 Killdeer Island  
Renovated + move-in ready 
lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq 
ft. Open kitchen/dining/living 
w/cathedral ceilings + wall of 
windows. Primary suite w/pri-
vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 
2nd Full bath. Lower level 
family room w/walkout to 
water. Wraparound deck, new 
vinyl railings, terraced yard, 
sandy beach, professional  
landscaping. Many updates 

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!
Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

SORRY, SOLD!

Two decades ago, Hope Real Estate Group opened its Two decades ago, Hope Real Estate Group opened its 
doors with a simple mission: to serve our community by doors with a simple mission: to serve our community by 

helping our Clients navigate the real estate market!  helping our Clients navigate the real estate market!  
As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express 
our sincere gratitude for the support of our amazing our sincere gratitude for the support of our amazing 

Clients ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities Clients ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities 
we serve in MA, CT & RI!  we serve in MA, CT & RI!  

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Webster Lake with access at Lakeside 
beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 homes being built at this site. Offers 2,155 
sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 rms, 4 brs, 2 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood flooring 
throughout with ceramic tyle baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-in 
closet, and private full bathr, double sink vanity, finished lower level 
walk-out w/ slider. Central AC, garage  $649,900.00 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Impressive view! 1/2 acre overlooking Cranberry Meadow Pond! Nice-
ly appointed Colonial, better than new! 3 bedrooms, 2-1/2 Bath! Master 
Bedroom Suite. 2 car garage Howe State Park close by. Deeded Beach 
Rights! a Must See!     assisted sale  $545,000

Impressive view! 
Spencer - 86 Jolicoeur Ave.

SORRY, SOLD!

Astounding Panoramic Views across 
mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun 
drenched from early morning sunrise till 
sunset! View the lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shore-
lines. Fireplaced Living Room! Recent 
Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-
in closet. Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW 
Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage.      $ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!!
On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE

SORRY, SOLD!
2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living area!  2 Large Apart-
ments, 5 Spacious Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful 
grand front entry foyer with the charm of yesteryear! double 
French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural light 
that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private 
enclosed rear entry with it’s own outside covered porch.  
Updates were done to electric & roof to accommodate Solar 
Panels. Property was family occupied $379,900

Find the home made for you.
Let us work with you to find your dream home.
Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506 Cell : 508-341-8299
Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 
SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, 
Notary Public 

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

So Many
Choices
So Many
Choices All just waiting All just waiting 

for a buyer like you,for a buyer like you,
Contact Mikaela Today

774-200-7308
mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE



of Kindness 
F o u n d a t i o n , 
which promotes 
kindness as a 
means of strength-
ening communi-
ties nationwide. 
Founded in the 
mid-1990s amid 
concerns about 
rising violence, 
the organiza-
tion helped spark 
a cultural shift 

toward promoting 
everyday kind-
ness. Today, it 
serves as a lead-
ing force behind 
the observance of 
Random Acts of 
Kindness Week 
across the United 
States.

“Our role 
extends beyond 
enforcement to 
building trust 

and strengthen-
ing community 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , ” 
Evangelidis said. 
“We were proud 
to spread posi-
tivity throughout 
Worcester County 
and remind resi-
dents that even 
the smallest act 
of kindness can 
make a lasting 
difference.”

This year ’s 
effort was made 
possible through 
the support of 
CareOne at 
Millbury, Pepsi 
of Worcester, 
M c C a r t y 
Companies, and 
Rockland Trust 
Bank, along with 
assistance from 
the Worcester 
County Reserve 
Deputy Sheriff’s 
Association. Their 
generosity provid-
ed all 2,500 bags 
for staff to distrib-
ute.

The Sheriff ’s 
Office thanks res-
idents, business-
es, and commu-
nity partners for 
helping make the 
initiative anoth-
er success and 
for continuing 
to foster a spir-
it of kindness 
across Worcester 
County. The 
Office hosts com-
munity engage-
ment events 
year-round; to 
learn more, visit 
www.Worces t e r 
C o u n t y S h e r i f f .
com or follow the 
Sheriff ’s Office 
on social media 
for updates.

REGION — 
Sheriff  Lew 
Evangelidis and 
the Worcester 
County Sheriff’s 
Office success-
fully carried out 
their Random 
Acts of Kindness 
I n i t i a t i v e 
(RAOK), spread-
ing goodwill 
and encourag-
ing thoughtful 
gestures during 
the nationally 
observed week 
of kindness, Feb. 
16–20.

Throughout the 
week, Sheriff ’s 
Office communi-
ty teams traveled 
across the region, 
distributing more 
than 2,500 donat-
ed goody bags 
filled with snacks 

and bottled water 
at public loca-
tions, offering a 
visible reminder 
of the care, con-
nection, and com-
munity focus of 
local law enforce-
ment.

On Thursday, 
F e b .  1 9 , 
E v a n g e l i d i s 
joined staff in 
distributing bags 
throughout the 
City of Worcester, 
including a stop 
at Worcester 
Regional Airport, 
where teams 
shared bags with 
airport staff and 
travelers.

The initiative 
was inspired by 
the work of the 
Random Acts 
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LIVING ROOM
   SALE

We are in the 
process of

selling out 
some Floor 
Samples!

Come check 
them out atBIGSAVINGS

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE REMOVAL • FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Our finest lines will include
 Names like  

La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

For Parties 
Up to 6

ENJOY 50% 50% Off Off 
Each Entree

Tuesday-Thursday 4:00 pm -10:00 pm

Inside Union Station
FREE PARKING

2 Washington Square
Worcester, MA 01604

Good until April 17th, 2026

CHARLTON — Charlton City United 
Methodist Church is hosting their 
scrumptious Corned Beef and Cabbage 
Supper on Saturday, March 21 from 5 
to 6:30 p.m. Come and enjoy food and 
fellowship with friends and neighbors.

Corned beef, cabbage, potatoes, 
carrots, and turnips, fresh homemade 
baked soda bread - St Patty's Day cake 
will be served. Free crafts will be pro-
vided for the kids. As always there will 

be continuous serving and take-out. 
$15 for adults, $8 for Children six to 
12, and children five and under eat free. 
Maximum $50 per family.  We appreci-
ate reservations. Call the church office 
at (508) 248-7379 for seating or take-
outs. Church is located at 74 Stafford 
St. in Charlton. Ample parking is avail-
able, and the building is handicapped 
accessible.

CCUMC readies for corned beef
& cabbage family supper

Sheriff ’s Office successfully brings 
Random Acts of Kindness initiative 

to Worcester County

Courtesy

The WCSO Webster Support Center Staff deliver RAOK bags to Tradewinds Clubhouse in Southbridge.
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