
GRAFTON — 
Touchstone Community 
School is pleased to 
announce the appoint-
ment of  Elisabeth Swain 
as its new Head of  School, 
beginning in the 2025–26 
academic year.

Elisabeth follows the 
tenure of  Sally Kent, long-
time Touchstone teacher 
and Head from 2019-2025.

Swain brings more 
than 20 years of  experi-
ence in progressive edu-
cation, including lead-
ership roles in schools, 
nonprofit consulting, and 
curriculum development. 
Her approach to educa-
tion emphasizes equity, 
creativity, and whole-child 
learning—values deeply 
aligned with Touchstone’s 
mission.

“Elisabeth’s experience, 
vision, and warmth stood 
out immediately,” said 
Emily Shugarman, Chair 
of  the Board of  Trustees. 
“We’re excited to welcome 
her leadership into our 
community.”

Swain brings a strong 
academic founda-
tion to her role, with 
advanced degrees in both 
Educational Leadership 
and Elementary 
Education. Known for her 
thoughtful and inclusive 
approach to school lead-
ership, she and her family 
look forward to becom-
ing an active part of  the 
Touchstone community.

“I’m honored to lead a 
school so clearly commit-
ted to joyful, meaningful 
education,” Swain said. 
“Touchstone is a truly spe-
cial place.”

About Touchstone 
Community School

Touchstone Community 
School is a progressive, 
independent school for 
preschool through grade 
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Touchstone Community School appoints
Elisabeth Swain as new Head of School

Celebrate America’s many freedoms during Constitution Week

BVCC to host
ribbon cutting ceremony
at Honeysuckle Roastery

& Café’s new
Whitinsville location!

UXBRIDGE — Like the Fourth 
of  July, when the country annu-
ally celebrates the Declaration of  
Independence with fireworks and 
other joyous displays, the same 
recognition should be given to 
Sept. 17, the date our 238 year-old 
Constitution of  the United States 
of  America was signed in 1787.

Seventy years ago, Congress 
designated Sept. 17 to 23 as 
“Constitution Week.” To empha-
size further the importance of  
this Founding Document, three 
decades ago the federal govern-
ment mandated a day devoted to 
the study of  the Constitution in 
public schools. Parents and educa-
tors can use Sept. 17 as a ‘teaching 
moment’ for our younger genera-
tion to come to know and appreci-
ate our collective local and nation-

al history.
On behalf  of  the Deborah 

Wheelock Chapter, DAR, the Select 
Board has issued a Proclamation 
recognizing Constitution Week.  
The Uxbridge library will display 
posters and feature special books 
for adults and children on the sub-
ject of  America during this semi-
nal period of  its history.

These are exciting times as the 
Nation approaches a historic mile-
stone with multi-year celebrations 
of  “America 250!” Those living 
in Massachusetts are especially 
lucky to be able to claim front 
row seats at many upcoming com-
memorations. Seeds, first planted 
by Boston’s own Sons of  Liberty 
and then spread to the 13 colonies 
included Patriots from Uxbridge.  
Eventually, they sprouted into 

America’s ‘revolution’ (aka the 
War for Independence)!

The National Society Daughters 
of  the American Revolution was 
founded in 1890 with objectives 
to promote civic education, his-
toric preservation and patrio-
tism through volunteer commu-
nity service. Today’s women, 18 
or older, are invited to join more 
than one million members who 
have explored their ancestry while 
‘doing good.’  If  interested, contact 
www.massdar.org/deborahwhee-
lock.html.

Speaking of  anniversaries, 
before we know it Uxbridge will 
celebrate its 300th on June 27, 2027! 
Visit www.uxbridge-ma.gov/300th-
anniversary-committee to sign-up 
as a volunteer. All are welcome to 
join the party planning!

Courtesy

Sally Kent (left), former Head of School, and Elisabeth Swain (right), current Head of School.

8 in Grafton. Since 1982, 
it has provided a vibrant, 

student-centered educa-
tion rooted in curiosity, 

compassion, and social 
responsibility.

WHITINSVILLE — The Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of  Commerce is proud to welcome 
Honeysuckle Roastery & Café to their new 
location in Whitinsville with a celebratory 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Wednesday, 
Sept. 10 at 9:30 a.m. The event will take 
place at 670 Linwood Ave., Building B, 
Whitinsville, and is free to attend!

Honeysuckle Roastery & Café, is bring-
ing its signature charm and passion for 
handcrafted coffee to a brand-new space in 
the heart of  Whitinsville at the Linwood 
Mills. Known for roasting their own beans, 
Honeysuckle is committed to excellence in 
every sip, offering everything from classic 
espresso drinks to creative specialty bever-
ages and teas. There is something to delight 
everyone. 

“We’re thrilled to welcome Honeysuckle 
Roastery & Café to the Blackstone Valley 
and to their beautiful new location in 
Whitinsville,” said Liz O’Neil, Director of  
Programs, Events, and Membership for the 
Blackstone Valley Chamber of  Commerce. 
“They’ve already built a warm, welcoming 
brand in Uxbridge, that’s beloved in the 
community, and we’re so excited to celebrate 
their continued growth and success.”

All are invited to attend the ribbon cutting 
ceremony and experience the warm hospi-
tality and fresh flavors of  Honeysuckle for 
themselves. Come celebrate this exciting 
new chapter! Attendees can register for this 
free ribbon cutting online at www.blacksto-
nevalley.org/events.

For more information, visit www.blacksto-
nevalley.org/events.

The Mission of  the Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of  Commerce is to preserve 
and enhance the economic vitality of  the 
Blackstone Valley by addressing the needs 
and concerns of  businesses and providing 
leadership, support and resources in con-
nection with issues which impact commerce 
and the quality of  life in the Valley.

UXBRIDGE — The 
Seventh Annual 
Uxbridge Lions Club Car 
Show is ready to rock and 
roar on Saturday, Oct. 4, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the Valley Chapel, 14 
Hunter Rd. in Uxbridge. 
All cars, motorcycles 
and trucks are welcome. 
This event benefits the 
Uxbridge Lions’ local 
community projects. 
Spectators can expect to 
see a wide range of  awe-
some vehicles displayed 
by their proud owners. 
Last year over one hun-
dred enthusiastic own-
ers enjoyed the autumn 
event with its entertain-
ing music, picnic fare, 
local vendors, and the 
Sweet Wise Ice Cream 

Courtesy

(Right) Last year’s Best in 
Show winner, Bob Lundell, 
with his red 1967 Chevrolet 
Camaro.

Truck. The registration 
fee for every category is 
only $15. Admission for 
spectators is free.

With the number of  
participants increasing 
each year, the judges 
will choose the top 40 
with the Best in Show 
singled out. Spectators 
will choose their favorite 
voting for the People’s 
Choice Award. In 2024, 
Bob Lundell, from 
Hanson, Mass., cap-
tured the Best in Show 
award with his Red 
1967 Chevrolet Camaro. 
Mike Arthur’s 2010 
Motorcycle Chopper 
garnered the People’s 
Choice Award. The 
restored 1937 firetruck 
once again was a crowd 
pleaser. The awards are 
planned for 1:30 p.m.

Local businesses and 
organizations can sup-
port the Lions Club char-
ities and local projects by 
electing to be a Diamond 
Sponsor, with three 
available; a Platinum 
Sponsor with five avail-
able, Gold Sponsor, or 
a Silver Sponsor. The 
Diamond Sponsorship at 
$300, provides the name 
of  the business or logo 
on the dashboard sheet, 
display area for prod-
uct and on-site adver-
tising.  Platinum, for 
$250, provides compa-
ny name or logo on one 
row of  registered cars 
and a small display area 
plus on-site advertis-
ing. Gold, at $125, gives 
a small display area 
for product and on-site 
advertising and finally 
Silver Sponsorship, at 
$75, provides advertis-
ing announcements at 
the event. Checks may 
be sent to the Uxbridge 
Lions Club, P.O. Box 455, 
North Uxbridge, MA 
01538. Vendors are wel-
come to contact Diane 

Seely at dmseely@hot-
mail.com or call 508-450-
2451. This year, a Zulu 
Nyala safari to South 
Africa to be offered in a 
live auction. It consists 
of  six nights’ lodging, 
all meals and two safaris 
each day. Any adventur-
ers interested? Contact 
Mike Kaplan at mike@
mikekaplanlaw.com or 
call 508-473-1161.

The Uxbridge Lions 
Club has been active in 
the community since 
2011 and is a member of  
Lions International, the 
largest service organiza-
tion in the world with 
clubs in 205 countries. 
Due to its fundraising 
activities and the sup-
port of  the community, 
the Lions can donate to 
many local organizations 
including school and 
sports programs, schol-
arships, First Night, 
Food Pantry, Beautify 
Uxbridge Project, the 
Uxbridge Senior Center, 
while providing import-
ant services such as 
help obtaining hearing 
aids and glasses. The 
Uxbridge Lions Club 
once again has been rec-
ognized by the District 
33A Lions Clubs as one 
of  the Best Small Clubs.

“Each year, our car 
show becomes increas-
ingly popular. Feedback 
from past years has 
been incredibly posi-
tive. The Valley Chapel 
location is a terrific 
venue, and the Valley 
Chapel people have been 
very cooperative and 
encouraging,” said Mike 
Sulham, Uxbridge Lions 
President. “We invite 
folks to come see these 
wonderful cars and talk 
with their knowledge-
able owners.”

The rain date for 
the Lions Car Show is 
Saturday, Oct. 18.



C H A R L T O N 
— Bay Path 
R e g i o n a l 
V o c a t i o n a l 
Technical High 
School is proud 
to announce the 
launch of  its 
newest Chapter 
74-approved pro-
gram, Diesel 
T e c h n o l o g y, 
beginning with 
the start of  the 
2025–2026 school 
year. Incoming 
freshmen will be 

the first to enroll 
in the program, 
making Diesel 
Technology the 
school’s 23rd 
Career Technical 
Education (CTE) 
shop.

T h e 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
D e p a r t m e n t 
of  Elementary 
and Secondary 
E d u c a t i o n 
r e c e n t l y 
approved Bay 
Path’s applica-

tion to estab-
lish Diesel 
Technology as an 
official Chapter 
74 program. 
The new offer-
ing was made 
possible in part 
through grant 
funding from the 
Skills Capital 
Moder nization 
Grant, sup-
ported by the 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 
Executive Office 
of  Education.

S t u d e n t s 
i n  D i e s e l 
Technology will 
embark on a four-
year program 
that provides a 
solid foundation 
in preventative 
m a i n t e n a n c e , 
safety practices, 
diagnostics, and 
essential techni-
cal skills. Areas 
of  study will 
include diesel 
engine systems, 
electrical and 
electronic funda-
mentals, hydrau-
lics, braking sys-
tems, and other 
relevant topics. 
The program is 
designed to pre-
pare students for 
both immediate 
entry into the 
workforce and 
advanced train-
ing opportuni-
ties in the die-
sel technology 
industry.

“We are 
i n c r e d i b l y 

proud and excit-
ed to announce 
the launch of  
our new Diesel 
Technology pro-
gram at Bay 
Path Regional 
V o c a t i o n a l 
Technical High 
School. This is 
more than just a 
new program—
it's a direct 
investment in 
the future of  our 
students and our 
local economy. 
The demand for 
skilled diesel 
technicians is 
high and grow-
ing, offering our 
graduates access 
to high-paying, 
essential careers 
right here in our 
community. This 
program will 
provide our stu-
dents with the 
hands-on skills 
and technical 
c o m p e t e n c i e s 
needed to suc-
ceed in a rapidly 

evolving indus-
try. By partner-
ing with leading 
local businesses 
and using state-
of-the-art equip-
ment, we're 
ensuring our 
students receive 
an education 
that is both rig-
orous and rele-
vant. We're pre-
paring them for 
a meaningful 
career that will 
contribute to 
the strength and 
vitality of  our 
region for years 
to come,” said 
Kyle Brenner, 
Superintendent-
Director of  Bay 
Path Regional 
V o c a t i o n a l 
Technical High 
School.

The Diesel 
Technology pro-
gram under-
scores Bay Path’s 
mission to pro-
vide high-qual-
ity technical 

education that 
equips students 
with real-world 
skills and opens 
doors to mean-
ingful careers.

Bay Path 
extends its 
gratitude to 
MassHire, our 
many sponsors, 
community part-
ners, and adviso-
ry board mem-
bers whose guid-
ance and sup-

port made the 
launch of  Diesel 
Technology pos-
sible, includ-
ing: Advantage 
Truck Group, 
C.M.T.S. Truck 
Service, E.L. 
Harvey & Sons 
Inc.,  Massasoit 
C o m m u n i t y 
College, Milton 
CAT, National 
Grid, and Volts, 
LLC.
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Quality Work... Always

Master CraftsMan
Certainteed
Vinyl siding

Mark Vaz 774-244-6781

or

HAMMERHEAD CARPENTRY

Carpentry

Meet Kipper
At 11 years old, this handsome senior is the perfect mix of calm and silly. His foster 
describes him as easygoing, adaptable, and happiest just being with you. He’s gentle, 
affectionate, and loves people and new friends - whether that means joining you on a 
walk, curling up for a couch snuggle, or keeping you company while you work.
Kipper is housetrained, crate trained, and knows all the basics (sit, down, paw, place, off, 
rollover)—and he’s still learning! Whoever said old dogs can’t learn new tricks has clearly 
never met this boy. He travels well in the car and is always up for a daily woods walk, a 
neighborhood stroll, or a burst of zoomies in the yard. Stuffed toys are his favorite, and 
he’ll happily toss them around before settling in at your side.
At night, Kipper is easygoing - he sleeps soundly through the night in his bed.
Kipper is looking for a cat-free home, but he has enjoyed the company of other dogs and 
may do well with a well-matched sibling—or happily as a solo pet. He’s enjoyed walking 
with doggy pals in the past.
Could Kipper be the senior sidekick you’ve been searching for?

To advertise in this directory the 2nd and 4th weeks 
of the month, please call Mikaela at 774-200-7308

or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
It’s the best deal in the house!

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Bay Path announces opening of
new Diesel Technology program

Sunshine Club hosting annual 
Ham & Bean Supper

BLACKSTONE
$745,000, 50 Milk St, Brustulin, 

Reginaldo, to Steiner, Andrew, and 
Steiner, Emma.

$711,000, 51 Glenside Dr, 
Macdonald, Patrick M, and 
Macdonald, Rachel A, to Scovil, 
Daniel, and Scovil, Jennifer.

$595,000, 9 Tee Jay Ln, Plante, 
Matthew, to Sena, Nilzete W, and 
Sena, Viriato B.

$437,802, 162 Blackstone St, 
Martinez, Jose, to Alpha Re 
Lending LLC.

$365,000, 332 Main St, Antunes, 
Bruno, and Baptista, Edelinda I, to 
Tuttle, Stephen.

DOUGLAS
$ $735,000, 67 Old Farm Rd, Pope, 

Daniel V, and Pope, Samantha, to 
Rapp, Erik, and Rapp, Jacqueline.

$507,000, 58 Webster St, Frasier, 
Kenneth B, and Frasier, Patsy A, 
to Trainor, Johanna, and Trainor, 
Colin.

$490,000, 90 Maple St, Smith, 
Nicholas, and Smith, Jessica L, 
to Britton, Robert J, and Britton, 
Michelle R.

$479,900, 25 Nautical Way #25, 
Northbrown LLC, to Manipatruni, 
Sandeep.

NORTHBRIDGE
$548,500, 258-260 Main St, Mk 

Craig LLC, to Waldrof, Andrew.
$355,000, 1076 Hill St, Jorritsma 

Floence A Est, and Thiesing, Susan 
A, to Shenian, Jonathan S.

$244,750, 113 Heritage Dr #113, 
Toland, Cortney, and Lakeview 
Loan Svcr LLC, to Lakeview Loan 
Svcr LLC.

$127,000, 549-551 Church St, 
Baribeault, Richard E, and 
Baribeault, Lucien, to Baribeault, 
Lucien P.

UXBRIDGE
$ $548,500, 258-260 Main St, Mk 

Craig LLC, to Waldrof, Andrew.
$355,000, 1076 Hill St, Jorritsma 

Floence A Est, and Thiesing, Susan 
A, to Shenian, Jonathan S.

$244,750, 113 Heritage Dr #113, 
Toland, Cortney, and Lakeview 
Loan Svcr LLC, to Lakeview Loan 
Svcr LLC.

$127,000, 549-551 Church St, 
Baribeault, Richard E, and 
Baribeault, Lucien, to Baribeault, 
Lucien P.

$240,000, 55 Freedoms Way, Gray 
Wolf  Dev Corp, to Armitage RET, 
and Armitage, Stephen D.

$52,000, 1 Carpenter Ter, Tallage 
Brooks LLC, to Pacific Premier T 
Custodi.

DOUGLAS — The 
Douglas Sunshine Club is 
having their annual Ham 
& Bean Supper on Friday, 
Sept. 19 at the Douglas 
Adult Social Center, locat-
ed at 331 main St., Douglas.

We will be having live  
entertainment provided by 
the “Driveway Chicks” fol-
lowing the meal. Dinner 

will be served at 6 p.m., 
and doors will open at 5:50 
p.m. Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance for $8 
per person. These tickets 
are available at the Adult 
Social Center, and from the 
Sunshine Club members. 
Everyone welcome. If  you 
have any questions, call 
the center at 508-476-2283.



SPRINGFIELD 
— Wester n 
New England 
U n i v e r s i t y 
(WNE) takes 
immense pride 
in recognizing 
the outstand-
ing academic 
achievements of  
more than 550 
students who 
have been named 
to the Dean's List 
for the Spring 
2025 semester.

Lex Lovell of  
Uxbridge

S h a y l e i g h 
O'Donnell of  
Northbridge

W e s t e r n 
New England 
U n i v e r s i t y 
(WNE) is a pri-
vate, nation-

ally ranked, 
comprehensive 
institution with 
a focus on pre-
paring work-
ready and world-
ready graduates. 
Founded in 1919 
in Springfield, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
as a division of  
N o r t h e a s t e r n 
College, WNE's 
215-acre sub-
urban campus 
serves more 
than 3,700 stu-
dents, including 
over 2,500 full-
time undergrad-
uates. More than 
47,000 alumni 
have ear ned 
degrees through 

its more than 
90 undergrad-
uate, graduate, 
and profession-
al programs at 
Colleges of  Arts 
and Sciences, 
B u s i n e s s , 
Engineering, and 
Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences, 
and School of  
Law. Students 
come from 39 
U.S. states and 
territories and 
23 countries. 
Of  45,104 living 
alumni, 30% 
remain with-
in the region, 
residing in the 
four Western 
M a s s a ch u s e t t s 

counties and 
n o r t h e r n 
Connecticut.

WNE is clas-
sified among 
n a t i o n a l l y 
ranked uni-
versities in 
US News and 
World Report, 
and among 
the Top 100 
Underg raduate 
E n g i n e e r i n g 
programs, and 
in the Doctoral/
P r o f e s s i o n a l 
U n i v e r s i t i e s 
category in 
the Carnegie 
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
of  Institutions 
of  Higher 
Education.

GRAFTON — 
The center of  
Grafton offers 
one of  the most 
p i c t u r e s q u e 
historic dis-
tricts in Central 
Massachusetts, 
and a new 
walking tour 
organized by 
the Grafton 
H i s t o r i c a l 
Society is help-
ing residents 
and visitors 
alike appreciate 
its rich legacy.

The tour 
be gins  on 
the Grafton 
Common, a 
green space laid 
out in 1728 and 
still defined by 
its oval shape 

and granite post-
and-rail fence, 
installed in 1845. 
The common is 
surrounded by 
a striking col-
lection of  18th- 
and 19th-centu-
ry architecture, 
from Federal-
style homes to 
late Victorian 
storefronts.

P a r t i c i p a n t s 
are guided past 
landmarks such 
as the Grafton 
Inn, a Federal-
style build-
ing dating to 
1805, and the 
Congregational 
Church,  a 
Greek Revival 
l a n d m a r k 
built in 1833. 

The Unitarian 
Church, added 
in 1863, reflects 
I t a l i a n a t e 
design, while 
other structures 
showcase how 
the town evolved 
architecturally 
over two centu-
ries.

The walking 
tour also high-
lights homes 
tied to Grafton’s 
industrial past, 
including the 
Ethan Allen 
House and Gun 
Shop, built in 
the 1830s, where 
firearms were 
once produced. 
Stops at the 
George Clapp 
House and other 

preserved resi-
dences give par-
ticipants a sense 
of  how daily 
life changed as 
the town shift-
ed from a farm-
ing community 
to one influ-
enced by mill 
industries and 
the Blackstone 
Canal.

According to 
the Historical 
Society, the tours 
are designed to 
be accessible to 
all ages and are 
among the short-
est walking tours 
in the Blackstone 
Valley. They 
provide a fami-
ly-friendly way 
to connect with 

history while 
enjoying the 
small-town char-
acter of  Grafton.

Tours are 
offered on a 
rotating sched-
ule through the 
fall, beginning 
at the Historical 
Society’s head-
quarters and 
museum on 
Millbury Street. 
Printed bro-
chures and guid-
ed narratives are 
both available, 
ensuring that 
history comes 
alive whether 
participants pre-
fer a self-guid-
ed stroll or a 
docent-led expe-
rience.

331 Main St.
(508) 476-2283
Hours of  

o p e r a t i o n : 
Monday through 
Thursday, 9 a.m.-
3 p.m.; Friday 9 
a.m.-noon

D A I L Y 
A C T I V I T I E S :  
All our daily 
activities are 
free of  charge.

M o n d a y : 
P a i n t i n g 
class 9:45 to 
11:45, Balance 
& Strength 
Exercise 12pm, 
Mat Yoga 2pm

T u e s d a y : 
Walking club 9 
am, Cribbage 
9:30 am, Zumba 
9:30 am, Lunch 

& Bingo 11:30am, 
T e c h n o l o g y 
Class 1pm (call to 
make an appt.), 
Line dancing 2 
pm

W e d n e s d a y : 
Balance & 
Strength 10am, 
Darts 11:30 am, 
MahJong 1pm, 
Dominoes 1 to 
2:30pm

T h u r s d a y : 
Walking club 
9am, Chair Yoga 
9:30am, Pitch 
9:30am, Hand 
and Foot card 
game 12:30pm

F r i d a y : 
Balance & 
Strength 10am

S E P T E M B E R 
EVENTS:

Tuesday & 
Thursday lunch 
club please call 
the Friday before 
to sign up.

S e p t e m b e r 
Lunch Menu:

Tuesday 9/2: 
Baked chicken, 
salad, parmesan 
potatoes & car-
rot cake

Thursday 9/4 
American chop 
suey, salad, gar-
lic bread, & 
apple crisp

Tuesday 9/9 
Chili cheese 
dogs, chips & 
brownie sundae

Tuesday 9/16 
Manicotti, green 
beans, garlic 
bread & pudding

Thursday 9/18 

FREE lunch 
& learn with 
Azza Law Firm 
(MUST sign up 
before Sept 10th)

Tuesday 9/23 
Chicken Caesar 
salad wraps, 
pasta salad & 
lemon bars

Thursday 9/25 
Taco bar & cup-
cakes

Tuesday 9/30 
Scrambled eggs, 
sausages, hash 
browns, English 
muffin & fruit

W E L L N E S S 
CLINIC: August 
Clinic dates are 
Monday the 8th & 
Tuesday the 23rd. 
Clinic hours 
are from 10 am 

to 12 pm. If  you 
feel you need an 
extended amount 
of  time to speak 
with Nurse Ann 
please call ahead 
and let us know.

Line danc-
ing classes 
will resume on 
Tuesdays @ 2pm. 
September 9th 
will be the first 
class!

Thursday Sept. 
11 from 10 am to 
11 am, Darci will 
be here clean-
ing hearing aids. 
Please call the 
center to sched-
ule your appoint-
ment.

Friday Sept. 
12 from 11:30 to 
1:00, Rhode Island 

Parrot Rescue will 
be here to educate 
us on these beau-
tiful birds. They 
will also tell about 
the rescue and 
their efforts to 
help these birds. 
Refreshments will 
be served. Please 
sign up by Sept. 
5th.

Thursday Sept. 
18 @ 12:00, FREE 
lunch and learn 
with Azza Law 
Firm. Attorney 
Amy Azza will 
be here talking 
about the details 
of  exactly which 
documents you 
be putting in 
your “emergency 
folder” for your 

children and 
loved ones. You 
will learn how 
to create a “leg-
acy plan” to pro-
tect you and your 
loved ones peace 
of  mind. Please 
sign up by Sept. 
10th.

The Sunshine 
Club invites you: 

HAM & BEAN 
SUPPER: Friday 
Sept. 19th. Doors 
open @ 5:30, din-
ner @ 6:00. Live 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
following din-
ner, provided by 
the “Driveway 
Chicks.” Tickets 
must be pur-
chased ahead of  

time. Tickets are 
$8.00 per person, 
and can be pur-
chased from the 
Sunshine Club 
members or at 
the center. Tickets 
will be sold until 
Sept. 12th.

PLEASE CALL 
(508) 476-2283 TO 
SIGN UP FOR 
PROGRAMS & 
CLASSES

Check our web-
site for events 
that may not be 
listed here

https://www.
d o u g l a s - m a .
g o v / 2 0 2 /
A d u l t S o c i a l -
C e n t e r- S e n i o r-
Center
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BARGAIN
 BAY

BIG SAVINGS
 ON

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Interior/Exterior Doors & Windows  at Super Bargain Prices

$38
As Low As

$75
As Low As

$16
As Low As

TAKE 
AN EXTRA 

20% off
 All The Bargain Bay Products 

While Supplies Last
 When you bring this ad

See the Tab Bargain Bay 
at our website for a 

large selection!! 

$1895*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends is September 17th

Visit our
Online 

Bargain Bay
affordable

windows.com

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Hi Mikaela, 

Here is an ad that is running in a di2erent paper that you can look at and grab info 
from.  You don’t need the food pictures because we’re not doing color.  
  
Also, we will be closed July 3-6 to celebrate the 4th of July 
  
r Facebook page for taven specials 
 

 

Yankee 
Magazine’s Choice 

for Best New 
England Cuisine!

salemcrossinn.com•(508) 867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Open Thurs -Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5. 
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting.

Hexmark Tavern is open Thurs. & Fri . 
Visit our Facebook page for Tavern Specials.

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

See Our 
Facebook 
page for 
Tavern 
Specials

Open Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting
Hexmark Tavern  is Open Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Douglas Adult Social Center

Grafton Historic District Walking 
Tour brings the past to life

Local students named to 
Spring Dean’s List at Western 

New England University



We've all had those moments—the 
ones where your blood goes from 
zero to boiling in two seconds flat. 
You're cool, calm, and collected until 
you're not. It could be the driver who 
cuts you off  or the co-worker who 
sends a "quick email" at 4:59 p.m. 
Maybe it's that person with a dif-
ferent political opinion than yours. 
It's different for everyone, but some-
times we lose control!

There's a part of  your brain called 
the amygdala—two little almond-
shaped clusters buried deep in your 
head, responsible for fight or flight 
mode. Whenever you lose control, 
the amygdala presses the panic but-
ton. Stress signals flood your body. 
Heart rate spikes. Cortisol surges. 
Rational thought goes out the win-
dow, and you're in fight mode.

The amygdala is like a built-in 
alarm system, constantly scanning 

for threats. It's the reason 
our ancestors ran from 
saber-toothed tigers instead 
of  trying to pet them.

You'd think letting it all 
out would make you feel 
better, like releasing steam from a 
pressure valve—but it's not really 
like that. After a moment of  rage, 
your brain doesn't just cool off. It 
can stay locked in fight mode for 
hours. During that time, your logical 
thinking is foggy, you are emotional-
ly reactive, and even your memory 
and ability to learn drop dramati-
cally.

Why? Because when the amygdala 
floods your system with stress sig-
nals, it hijacks the prefrontal cor-
tex—the part of  your brain respon-
sible for reasoning, planning, and 
impulse control. That's why you say 
things you regret, or make deci-

sions that feel smart in the 
moment but dumb five min-
utes later.

The brain is like clay—
it reshapes itself  based on 
what you do over and over. 

Every time you snap, you're carv-
ing a deeper groove in that "anger 
pathway." The more you use it, the 
stronger it gets. Which means the 
next outburst comes faster, with less 
provocation.

It's like lifting weights for the 
wrong muscle. The more reps you put 
in, the bulkier that anger response 
becomes. Or like watering weeds 
instead of  flowers—pretty soon the 
weeds take over, choking out every-
thing else.

Over time, your fuse shortens. 
You become easier to trigger. People 
start tiptoeing around you, because 
they don't know what version of  you 

they're going to get. To add insult to 
injury, chronic anger literally weak-
ens the brain circuits tied to empa-
thy and self-control. The amygdala 
causes your fight response to grow 
more dominant, while the prefrontal 
cortex loses influence. The result? 
You become more impulsive, less 
compassionate, and stuck in a loop 
where anger trains the brain to get 
angrier.

But let's look on the bright side! 
When you pause, take a breath, and 
decide not to blow your top, you're 
doing more than just "holding it 
together"—you're actually retrain-
ing your brain. That moment of  
restraint activates your prefron-
tal cortex—the part of  your brain 
responsible for judgment, impulse 
control, and higher reasoning. At 
the same time, it signals the amyg-

Following a long New England winter, few signs 
of  spring are more welcome than the first sprouts of  
green popping up in a barren garden. The promise of  
a season of  beautiful blooms, the tiny shoots are the 
gardeners reward of  a past autumn spent preparing 
and planting.

Experts agree fall offers ideal conditions to plant perennials. 
In fact, autumn is the preferred time to plant spring blooming 
bulbs. Therefore, it’s time once again to review a beginner’s 
guide to preparing, planning and planting bulbs now for a flour-
ish of  flowers come spring.

**
Choosing Choice Bulbs
If  you are selecting bulbs in bulk, such as loose bulbs offered 

at discount garden centers, it’s important to follow a few rules 
of  thumb. Typically, big bulbs produce the largest blooms and 
may yield more flowers, therefore, it may be worth the cost to 
pay a bit more for good sized, healthy bulbs. However, if  you 
are on a budget and have the time to wait, smaller bulbs will 
eventually increase in size and bloom each year.

When choosing a bulb, look for those that are firm and plump. 
Hold them in your palm and select bulbs that feel heavy for 
their size. Avoid bulbs with bruises, spots or signs of  mold. 
And steer clear of  soft, mushy and lightweight bulbs. Sprouting 
bulbs may indicate a bulb that has been in storage for a long 
time.

**
Planning a Flower Garden
A little thought and preparation go a long way in reaping the 

benefits of  a successful spring and summer flower garden. The 
planning you take time for in the fall will be apparent when the 
flower garden plantings burst with color and texture next year.

Know your flowers before you plan to plant. While most bulbs 
require an area where there is full sun, other varieties such as 
the iris and crocus enjoy some shade after blooming. For best 
results select a location in full sun or sun with morning shade 
only. Well drained soil is a requisite for flower bulbs. If  you have 
poor soil, raised flower beds may be an effective alternative.

**
For best results, design your garden with pen and paper first, 

mapping out the size of  the beds and the flowers to scale. Keep 
in mind color, texture and fragrance are all important factors 
when deciding on a particular flower garden plan. Plotting a 
garden plan is an exciting chore, and there are some basic rules 
that ensure a pleasant mix of  color for a showy display. Notice 
how a clump of  daffodils and tulips are much more charming 
than a tidy row of  the springtime flowers. The eye is drawn 
toward the burst of  color when these flowers are situated in 
generous groups of  plantings. Be sure to take an accurate bulb 
count of  such large splashes of  plantings. Your layout plan 
should also include using flower bulbs as accents in perennial 
beds, or to fill in rock gardens or as an interesting border to 
greenery.  Be sure to plan for extra bulbs to fill in areas or to add 
as landscape accents.

**
For an interesting mix, merge short plants with tall speci-

mens to give variety and depth as well as differing textures.  
And don’t underestimate the power of  fragrance. Nothing is 
more delightful than a pathway of  floral scents welcoming 
visitors to your door!

You should also decide if  you want to plan out every aspect of  
planting a semi formal garden, or if  you choose instead to toss 
convention and bulbs to the wind, planting bulbs the natural 
way, thus creating a natural sprinkling of  blooms.

Scaling plants to the bed is another important factor when 
plotting your plan. A simple rule to follow is to keep in mind 
the tallest plant in an island flower bed should have a mature 
height that is equal to about half  the width of  the bed.  Place 
these plants in the center, so they can be viewed from all sides.  
Also remember to take into account plants that grow and 
expand quickly.

**
Color is another major consideration when planting your 

bulbs. If  you want your garden to be a showcase all season, 
select a variety of  bulbs that flower during early, middle and 
late spring and summer for a continuous burst of  color.

Just as in the home, in the garden bed cool colors 
seem to recede and warm colors appear to come for-
ward. To make a small garden area appear larger and 
more spacious, plant flowers in cool, light colors. As a 
general rule white goes a long way in a garden bed, but 
if  you use a lot of  white flowers in an area, consider 

adding a dramatic splash of  bright red or bright pink or purple 
for visual contrast. And, remember, if  you are growing flowers 
to cut and bring the blooms indoors, choose colors that will go 
with the decor of  your home, as well as harmonize with one 
another in the garden.

Gardens, in fact, are often planned around color.  The ambi-
ance of  your outdoor living space is determined by color and 
your choices decide whether your garden flowers contrast or 
complement each other which can result in either a subtle hue 
of  color or a spectacular show of  brilliant blooms. The former, 
which relies on soft pastels to make a statement in the flower 
garden, is often achieved through monochromatic planning.  
Choosing flowers of  all the same color family may offer a 
soothing garden setting.  Interest is accomplished by providing 
varying textures and flower heights in monochromatic pastel 
gardens.

For a more showy garden, eye catching bright reds, yellows, 
purples and whites take center stage in a flower bed. Such con-
trasting colors can be often be achieved with little effort simply 
by matching up opposite colors on the standard color wheel.

**
Planting Prep: Planting time varies depending on location, 

but here in the Northeast it ranges from September until as 
long as the soil can be worked, usually around the end of  
October.

Prepare your bed by making sure soil is properly fertilized. 
Be sure to dig out the soil to the proper depth. Loosen the soil 
and if  you choose, add a bulb booster to the soil. Bulbs should 
be planted with pointed side up. Place them firmly, yet gently, 
into the ground. Cover the bulbs loosely with soil, water lightly 
and add a layer of  mulch. Typically, bulbs should be planted 
three times as deep as the bulb is wide.  In sandy soils, you can 
plant a little deeper, and in heavy soils you can dig a slightly 
shallower hole. Bulbs should be spaced approximately a width 
twice the diameter of  the bulb.

Note: Tulips should be planted one inch deeper then indicat-
ed if  the soil is not too heavy and their location is permanent 
as deep rooting can prolong the effective life of  the tulip bulb.

**
Forcing bulbs
Forcing bulbs indoors allows the impatient gardener to enjoy 

springtime blooms during the winter season. Certain bulbs, 
such as the narcissus and hyacinth lend themselves to forced 
budding.

To do: Drop a bulb into a glass jar and fill with water and 
small pebbles until the water level reaches the base of  the bulb. 
Position the jar in a sunny window. Water must remain at the 
same level, so add moisture as needed. To prevent mold, change 
the water periodically.

**
Win a Three Course Dinner for Two at the Publick House
Your tips can win you a great dinner for two at the historic 

Publick House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint 
to be entered into a random drawing. One winner per month 
(or whenever I receive enough tips for a column) will win a 
fabulous three course dinner for two at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route 131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge. Because I'm in the business of  dispensing tips, not 
inventing them (although I can take credit for some), I'm count-
ing on you readers out there to share your best helpful hints!

**
Do you have a helpful hint or handy tip that has worked 

for you? Do you have a question regarding household or 
garden matters? If  so, why not share them with readers of  
Stonebridge Press newspapers? Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge Evening News, PO Box 
90; Southbridge, MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.com.  Hints are 
entered into a drawing for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.
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25 Elm St.
Southbridge, MA 01550

Telephone: (508) 909-4126
Fax: (508) 764-8015

www.StonebridgePress.com

Frank G. 
Chilinski
President & 
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Brendan 
Berube

Editor  

Editorial

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyondOPINION

Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include 

the author’s name, address, and a 
daytime phone number for purposes 
of  verification in order to be consid-
ered for publication. Only the au-
thor’s name and the town in which 
they reside will be published. Letters 
submitted without all of  the required 
information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the Edi-
tor to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decen-
cy standards, and any submission may 
be rejected at any time for any reason 
he or she might deem appropriate.

Strong schools make
for strong communities

Ask an Indigenous person whether we are a “nation of immigrants”
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

From anger to strength

TOBY MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take
the
Hint

Planting Bulbs this Season for Spring Flowers

To the Editor:
A simple lesson on US immigration policy invariably comes 

to us in the form of  the statement: “I am not an immigrant.”
A short and sweet sentence that, when spoken truthfully and 

forthrightly, quite openly announces that you are declaring 
yourself  to be a totally legitimate stakeholder in any and all 
conversations that involve fair and just immigration policies.

And yet Democrats, leftists and their closely associated ilk so 
routinely see things as being otherwise. Persisting with their 
tired old hoax that “we” are somehow a nation of  immigrants. 
Utter nonsense that most of  us have learned to ignore over time 
as nonsense.

However, for the American Indians, the situation is far more 
dire. So dire that such politically motivated rhetoric comes 
perilously close to being truly despicable whenever someone of  
American Indian lineage and/or descent is within earshot of  
that particularly heinous belief  system.

Which is why, as a user, I consulted with an AI language 
model to better rebut the falsehoods that were involved in last 
week’s edition.

User's Question: In the US a question such as “Who's an 
immigrant, and aren't we all?” is highly misleading, is it not?

Initial Response: Yes, the question "Who's an immigrant, and 
aren't we all?" can be considered misleading in the context of  
the U.S. immigration debate.

Definition of  Immigrant: An immigrant is typically defined 
as a person who moves to a country with the intention of  
settling there permanently or for an extended period. This 
includes individuals who may have come through legal chan-
nels, such as visas or refugee status, as well as those who may 

have entered without authorization.
Given this context, here are the key points regarding the com-

plexities of  language and identity in relation to First Peoples:
1. Misleading Immigration Narratives: The question "Who's 

an immigrant, and aren't we all?" can oversimplify the immi-
gration debate and erase the unique identities and histories of  
the so-called "Indigenous" tribes and their members, who are 
the original inhabitants of  these lands we live in.

2. Marginalization of  Indigenous Peoples: Using broad terms 
like "Indigenous" or "Native American" will dehumanize First 
Peoples by homogenizing their diverse identities and experi-
ences. This language erases their historical connections to the 
land, their communities (tribes), and their rights to exist with-
in the languages and cultures that are unique to them.

3. Language as a Tool of  Dehumanization: The terminolo-
gy used to refer to originating tribes and their members can 
impact their perceived humanity. Terms that do not acknowl-
edge their unique cultural identities contribute to a narrative 
that diminishes their dignity and agency.

4. No Compromise on Identity: Thus, there can be no compro-
mise when it comes to using terms that can and do dehumanize 
First Peoples. Our language choices must honor their identities 
and histories in their uniqueness, ensuring that their voices 
are not decentralized out of  the conversations about rights and 
belonging. It is essential to recognize that First Peoples are not 
immigrants, nor can we compromise on such things on our 
behalf  or on theirs, for they and they alone are the original 
inhabitants of  this land.

Stephen Gambone
Northbridge

When we talk about what makes a com-
munity thrive, we often focus on the obvi-
ous: safe streets, reliable services, vibrant 
businesses. But at the foundation of  it all 
are our schools. The health of  our schools 
directly shapes the health of  our towns, 
from the opportunities afforded to chil-
dren to the vitality of  our property values 
and civic life.

Across our area, from Northbridge to 
Millbury, many of  our school buildings 
are showing their age. Roofs leak, heat-
ing systems struggle, and classrooms 
designed for smaller enrollments now 
overflow. State programs such as the 
Massachusetts School Building Authority 
provide critical support for repairs and 
modernization, but the need often outpac-
es the funding. That leaves communities 
with difficult decisions about how much 
to invest, how quickly, and in what pri-
orities.

These choices are not easy. No resident 
wants to see their tax bill rise, and every 
town board must balance a long list of  
competing needs. But we must remind 
ourselves: investments in education are 
not optional luxuries. They are necessi-
ties. Every time we patch a roof  instead 
of  replacing it, every time we defer an 
upgrade to heating or air circulation, we 
send a message to students that their 
learning environment is less important 
than it should be. Over time, that short-
term savings comes at a high cost—both 
in dollars and in the morale of  students 
and staff.

Strong schools also mean strong towns. 
Businesses considering where to locate 
look at school rankings and graduation 
rates. Families looking to put down roots 
weigh the quality of  the local district 
before deciding to buy a home. When 
schools suffer from disrepair or inade-
quate resources, communities lose oppor-
tunities to attract and retain both resi-
dents and investment.

In our region, we are fortunate to have 
strong traditions of  civic pride and vol-
unteerism. Our PTOs, booster clubs, and 
community organizations pour countless 
hours into raising money for extras, from 
playground equipment to band uniforms. 
But the essentials—safe, modern class-
rooms; up-to-date technology; adequate 
staffing—cannot rest on bake sales and 
raffles. They require public commitment 
at the ballot box and at town meeting.

Investing in our schools is, in truth, 
investing in our future. It is a commit-
ment not only to today’s students but 
also to the long-term vitality of  our com-
munities. If  we want to see our region 
thrive in the decades ahead, we must 
ensure that our children are learning in 
environments that inspire and prepare 
them. That means stepping up, even when 
the costs sting, because the return—mea-
sured in opportunity, stability, and com-
munity strength—is immeasurable.

Turn To MOORE page  A5



dala to calm down, which lowers 
stress hormones such as cortisol and 
adrenaline.

The more often you do this, the 
stronger those calm, rational cir-
cuits become. You'll find yourself  
less over-reactive, more compassion-
ate, and better at handling conflict. 
Neuroscientists refer to this as emo-
tional regulation—your ability to 
feel the surge but not get swept up 
by it. It's like building a stronger 
inner pilot who can take back the 

wheel from that raging chimp in 
your head.

If  the payoffs to restraint weren't 
obvious, there are other benefits as 
well. People tend to trust and respect 
those who stay steady when others 
lose control. Cooler heads don't just 
prevail—they lead.

Regulating your outbursts is essen-
tial, no matter what—but especially 
if  you're leading an organization 
or a family. Keeping calm isn't just 
about appearances; it keeps your 
brain in an optimal state where you 
can make wise decisions, guide oth-
ers with clarity, and earn respect 

that lasts. Have you noticed? The 
strongest leaders—the ones people 
trust most—are typically those who 
remain calm under pressure.

So next time your blood starts to 
boil, hit pause. Walk into the other 
room, close your eyes, and breathe 
for a few minutes. That's how you 
train your brain for strength instead 
of  weakness. Anyone can lose it—
real power is staying calm.

Toby Moore is a columnist, the star 
of  Emmy - Nominated A Separate 
Peace, and the CEO of  Cubestream 
Inc.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Thursday price 8/28/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

559 Main Street
 Fiskdale, Unit LL

https://bryzeecandleco.com

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Community Calendar: Sept. 5 – Sept. 12

The Blackstone River Heritage Corridor:
Birthplace of America’s Industrial Revolution

WHITINSVILLE — The Blackstone 
River winds its way through 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, a 
48-mile waterway that once powered 
the mills and factories that trans-
formed the young United States. 
Today, the region it flows through is 
recognized as the Blackstone River 
Valley National Heritage Corridor, a 
living landscape that preserves the 
story of  America’s first Industrial 
Revolution.

From farmland to factory towns
In the late 1700s, the Blackstone 

Valley was a largely agricultural 
region. That changed in 1790, when 
Samuel Slater built the Slater Mill in 
Pawtucket, R.I., widely considered 
the birthplace of  America’s facto-
ry system. The Blackstone River’s 
steady current provided the power 
needed to run the mill’s machin-
ery, and soon dozens of  textile mills 
sprang up along the river, stretch-
ing northward into Massachusetts 
towns like Uxbridge, Northbridge, 
and Millbury.

The valley became an early hub of  
industrial innovation. Entire villag-
es grew up around mill complexes, 
with worker housing, schools, and 
stores. Immigrants from Ireland, 
French Canada, and later from 
southern and eastern Europe came 
to the valley seeking jobs, bringing 
with them diverse traditions that 
shaped the cultural fabric of  the 
region.

Labor and community
Life in the mill towns was demand-

ing. Workdays were long, and con-
ditions were harsh by today’s stan-
dards. Yet the mills provided steady 
employment, and the communities 

that formed around them developed 
strong identities. Uxbridge became 
known for textile production, Sutton 
for its early ironworks and later 
manufacturing, and Grafton for a 
mix of  mills and agriculture.

The Blackstone Canal, complet-
ed in 1828, connected Worcester 
to Providence, providing a crucial 
trade route. Although short-lived—
the rise of  railroads soon eclipsed 
canals—it demonstrated the valley’s 
central role in the nation’s early 
transportation and industrial net-
works.

Decline and preservation
By the mid-20th century, many 

mills had closed, as manufactur-
ing shifted south or overseas. What 
remained were aging brick mill 
buildings, fading industrial villag-
es, and a river badly polluted from 
decades of  waste.

Community leaders and historians 
began to recognize both the chal-
lenges and the opportunities. The 
Blackstone River was not just an 
industrial relic—it was a resource 
worth reclaiming. In 1986, Congress 
designated the Blackstone River 
Valley National Heritage Corridor, 
one of  the first of  its kind in the 
United States. The goal: preserve the 
valley’s industrial history while pro-
moting environmental restoration 
and community revitalization.

A corridor of  stories
The Corridor is not a single park 

but a partnership—linking dozens 
of  sites across 24 communities in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
In Massachusetts, key landmarks 
include:

• River Bend Farm in Uxbridge, 

once part of  the Blackstone Canal 
system and now a visitor center.

• Whitinsville’s textile mills, where 
the Whitin Machine Works once pro-
duced machinery sold around the 
world.

• Asa Waters Mansion in Millbury, 
built by one of  the region’s early 
industrial entrepreneurs.

Each site offers a window into a 
different chapter of  the industrial 
story—from water power and textile 
production to labor struggles and 
immigrant life.

Today’s Blackstone River Valley
Much has changed since the days 

when the Blackstone was called “the 
hardest-working river in America.” 
Once one of  the nation’s most pol-
luted waterways, the river has seen 
dramatic improvements thanks 
to decades of  cleanup efforts. The 
Corridor today promotes recreation 
as much as preservation, with canoe 
launches, bike paths, and hiking 
trails inviting residents and visitors 
to rediscover the river as a natural 
treasure.

At the same time, mill com-
plexes in towns like Grafton and 
Northbridge are finding new life 
as apartments, offices, and cultural 
centers—reminders that the valley 
continues to adapt while honoring 
its past.

A shared legacy
For residents of  the Blackstone 

Valley, the Heritage Corridor is more 
than a historical designation. It is a 
recognition that this region helped 
shape the nation. The industrial rev-
olution that began along this river 
rippled outward, influencing how 
Americans lived, worked, and built 

Timeline of the 
Blackstone Valley

Places to Visit in 
the Corridor

1790 – Slater Mill opens in 
Pawtucket, R.I.

First successful water-powered 
cotton spinning mill in America.

1828 – Blackstone Canal complet-
ed.

Links Worcester to Providence, 
boosting trade and industry.

1840s–1890s – Mill towns expand.
Immigrant labor fuels the 

growth of  Whitinsville, Uxbridge, 
Millbury, and Sutton.

1900s – Peak industrial output.
The Whitin Machine Works 

becomes one of  the largest textile 
machinery manufacturers in the 
world.

Mid-1900s – Decline.
Mills close as industry shifts 

elsewhere; pollution worsens along 
the river.

1970s – Environmental move-
ment.

Local advocates push to restore 
the Blackstone River and preserve 
mill history.

1986 – National Heritage 
Corridor designated.

Congress recognizes the 
Blackstone Valley as “the birth-
place of  the American Industrial 
Revolution.”

2000s–present – Renewal.
River cleanup, recreation proj-

ects, and mill redevelopment mark 
a new chapter for the region.

River Bend Farm Visitor Center 
(Uxbridge)

Gateway to the Blackstone 
Canal. Trails, exhibits, and family 
programs.

Whitinsville Historic District 
(Northbridge)

Mill village built around the 
Whitin Machine Works, with 
preserved worker housing and 
churches.

Asa Waters Mansion (Millbury)
Early 19th-century home of  an 

industrial pioneer, now a cultural 
and event venue.

Blackstone River & Canal 
Heritage State Park (Uxbridge–
Northbridge–Sutton)

Hiking and biking trails, canal 
towpaths, and canoe access points.

Slater Mill Historic Site 
(Pawtucket, R.I.)

The original 1790 mill where 
America’s Industrial Revolution 
began.

Blackstone River Bikeway 
(Woonsocket, R.I. to Worcester, MA 
– ongoing sections)

Paved bike path tracing the river, 
offering scenic views and links to 
historic sites.

communities.
Today, when families walk the tow-

path at River Bend Farm, paddle 
along the canal, or attend cultur-
al programs at mill sites, they are 
taking part in that legacy—keeping 
alive the story of  how the Blackstone 
Valley’s ingenuity and labor powered 
a new era for the country.

Friday, September 5
• BVAA Art Show & Open Paint – 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Blackstone 
Valley Art Association Gallery, 5 
South Main Street, Uxbridge. The 
public is invited to enjoy the current 
art display, and even drop in to paint; 
art supplies are available on-site.

Saturday, September 6
• BVAA Art Show & Open Paint 

– Same as Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
allowing another day to explore the 
art or participate in the open paint-
ing session. 

Sunday, September 7
• No specific public events con-

firmed for this date. Consider fea-
turing a local business spotlight, 

human interest story, or informal 
meetings such as community group 
gatherings.

Monday, September 8
• Quick Pickling Workshop – 6:30 

to 7:30 p.m. at the Uxbridge Free 
Public Library’s Reading Room (15 
N Main St). Adults and teens (ages 
13 and up) can join gardeners from 
Blackstone Valley Veggie Gardens 
to learn how to make quick pickles. 
Each participant will take home a 
pint jar. Space is limited.

• Community Preservation 
Committee Meeting (Northbridge) – 
6:30 p.m. 

• Uxbridge Select Board Public 
Hearing – 6:30 p.m. start time (details 

posted on town site).
Tuesday, September 9
• Planning Board Meeting 

(Northbridge) – 7 p.m.
• Trustees of  Soldiers' Memorials 

Meeting (Northbridge) – 7 p.m. (like-
ly concurrent or sequential with 
Planning Board).

• Uxbridge Council on Aging 
Meeting – 3 p.m.

Wednesday, September 10
• Uxbridge Housing Authority 

Public Hearing – 7:30 a.m.
Thursday, September 11
• Finance Committee Public 

Hearing (Uxbridge) – 6:30 p.m.

MOORE
continued from page A4



is part coffeeshop in the 
sense you can get a coffee 
from the coffeemaker if  
you want one. It doesn't 
have a counter for that 
purpose, although count-
ers and displays around 
the store feature locally 
made jewelry, crafts from 
St James folks, giant sea-
shells, half-done puzzles, 
Killingly students' art, 
fancy tableware, toys and 
teddy bears, among other 
things.

Those are interspersed 
with what Weigel's calls 
their “main mission” – the 
books themselves, shelved 
through seven rooms, one 
of  them “The Man Cave.” 
That's where automotive, 
firefighting, policing, and 
home repair books are.

Some visitors know 
that room once had a very 
different life. It was the 
fitting room for the site's 
previous incarnation as 
a bridal shop. It's become 
one of  the various rep-
resentations of  Weigel's 
sense of  humor on subtle 
display around the store.

As you'd expect with 
thousands of  books, 
there's a broad spectrum 
of  topics – pretty much 
anything from kids' ear-
liest picture books to 
archaeology, local authors 
to famous world names, 
a fair amount of  politics 

(which he noted doesn't 
move well right now), 
history, crafts, foreign lan-
guages, and loads of  cook-
books, spiritual books, 
and children's books.

One of  the latter stood 
out as the store's most 
successful author event: 
Allison Silver's “Book of  
Sam's Dreams” sold 72 
copies in a couple hours. 
Like other local authors' 
books, that sells for the 
retail price, and Weigel 
noted many authors give 
the store a share of  the 
earnings or donate the 
copies entirely. (Most of  
the store's used books go 
for a few bucks apiece.)

Although the place rais-
es funds for St James – he 
aims to donate $25,000 a 
year – Weigel noted that 
he's sometimes had people 
complain about a few of  
the books they offer, object-
ing they're not Catholic. 
He makes a point of  say-
ing Pourings & Passages is 
not a religious bookstore, 
and talked about some of  
his experiences with past 
efforts to censor books 
(which he strongly oppos-
es, noting “The good guys 
never ban books”).

One of  them was Judy 
Blume's “Forever,” which 
one parent of  a school he 
worked in got the adminis-
tration to require students 

to get parental permission 
to read. He recalled the stu-
dents themselves got cre-
ative about circumventing 
that – they obtained sever-
al copies and set up their 
own lending library for 
just that book.

“Every adolescent kid 
needs to read this because 
they shouldn't get their 
information from their 
friends or a back alley,” 
Weigel said, describing 
the book as “extremely 
well written.”

Since they rely on dona-
tions – and a couple boxes 
of  them came in while we 
talked – and don't order 
books, they can't guaran-
tee any particular book 
will be available, but do 
take a list of  ones clients 
are seeking. Weigel noted 
he discards quite a few 
because of  condition and 
refuses those that smell 
like the attic or basement. 
But he's also seen some 
unusual titles sell despite 
being in not-good shape, 
since the buyers were 
seeking their information.

“Whenever I open a box 
of  books, I do my Snoopy 
dance,” he noted.

To Weigel, although 
bookstores are “a very 
risky business” normally, 
this one has the “perfect” 
business model, since it's 
all-volunteer and all-do-
nation-based, in a place 
with “a very reasonable 
rent” for five years. He has 
started getting some calls 
lately from people seeking 
to sell books because of  
the slowing economy, but 
he turns them down, and 
noted even other places 
that normally do buy are 
refusing or only offering 
store credit.

Despite that, he said he 
thinks “used bookstores 
tend to do well in econom-
ic downturns because they 
can still afford to buy used 
books,” and is looking for-
ward to the store's 10th 
anniversary in November.

“I love when kids come 
in to get books,” he added. 
“That's the best part.”

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

While education can 
lead to an intellectual 
renaissance, physical 
bookstores can do the 
same economically.

That, at least, could be 
said of  Main Street in 
Danielson, where one of  
the earlier establishments 
was Pourings & Passages 
in April of  2021.

“Main Street was dead,” 
but since then about a 
dozen stores and restau-
rants have opened in 
their neighborhood, store 
owner Jim Weigel said.

Unlike many stores, this 
one's entirely non-prof-
it, with all of  its 30 staff  
being volunteers, includ-
ing Weigel, and all of  the 
thousands of  books being 
donated. But like many, it's 
a labor of  love, something 
Weigel said he'd “always 
wanted” to do while 
spending 37 years as a 
school librarian. Over the 
years, he'd been running 
book sales for St James 
School, and a friend said 

“you have to get a brick 
and mortar.… I've been 
learning constantly on the 
job.”

These days, that seems 
to fly in the face of  inter-
net dominance of  market-
ing, especially in books. 
He noted Amazon's rise 
led to the demise of  most 
of  the nation's indepen-
dent bookstores, although 
there's been some resur-
gence in recent years. Now 
there are about 2400 indie 
bookstores nationwide 
– a “staggering statistic” 
when there are 2000 cof-
feeshops in Connecticut 
alone, he said.

Pourings & Passages 

It’s been over a month 
since my last auction 
news update. As usual, 
there is a lot to catch up 
on beginning with some 
news from the United 
Kingdom.

Auction staffers 
found a rare book while 
appraising items in a 
Bristol, England estate. 
A book specialist was 
looking through a “run 
of  the mill bookcase” 
when she spotted the rare 
book, according to the 
Smithsonian Magazine. 
She recognized the pale 
green book with moun-
tains and a dragon as 
“the Hobbit.” When the 
book was first published 
in 1937 the author, J.R.R. 
Tolkien, designed the 
cover with eagles soar-
ing over forests and 
mountains. Tolkien 
also created ten black 
and white illustrations. 
There were 1,500 copies 
of  the first edition print-
ed with a few hundred 
now currently known. 
The book was missing 
the dust jacket and had 
faded over the years. 
Despite this, it sold for 
nearly $57,000.

It seems like every 
year I write about a new 
sports memorabilia auc-
tion record. A new sports 
card auction record 
was set by the “2007-08 
Upper Deck Exquisite 
Collection Dual 
Logoman Autographs 
Jordan & Bryant card, 

numbered 1-of-1” card. 
Collector Matt Allen and 
Canadian investor Kevin 
O'Leary (known as “Mr. 
Wonderful” on the 
“Shark Tank” television 
show) were the winning 
bidders. Upper Deck 
first issued “Exquisite” 
cards for $500 for five 
cards during their 2003-
2004 release. This is one 
of  the first times that 
patches and signatures 
were used with a card, 
according to ESPN. The 
card sold for $12.932 mil-
lion, eclipsing the $12.6 
million paid for a 1952 
Topps Mickey Mantle 
card in 2022.

In upcoming auc-
tion news, over 1,000 
Hollywood props are hit-
ting the auction block 
this week. One of  the 
highlights of  the auc-
tion is Tobey Maguire’s 
Spider-Man costume 
from the 2002 movie that 
is estimated to bring 
between $100,000 and 
$200,000. The Batman 
suit worn by Michael 
Keaton in the 1989 
Batman movie is expect-
ed to bring from $250,000 
to $500,000. The bull-
whip, belt, and whip hol-
ster used by Harrison 
Ford in “Indiana Jones 
and the Last Crusade” 
also has a $250,000 to 
$500,000 estimate. After 
some vetting, a lightsa-
ber thought to have been 
used by Darth Vader 
was confirmed to be 

authentic. The lightsa-
ber was created from 
a camera flash. Plastic 
strips were added, and 
it was modified to hold a 
blade, according to CBS. 
Estimated at $3 million, 
the “Star Wars” saber is 
sure to be the highlight 
of  the auction.

We are offering some 
film props and cloth-
ing in a one collector 
Laurel and Hardy mem-
orabilia online auc-
tion that is currently 
running. The online 
Pennsylvania transpor-
tation museum auction 
ends on September 9th. 
A one collector Civil 
War memorabilia auc-
tion will be online next 
month. Future auctions 
will include gold jewel-
ry, sterling silver, art, 
and advertising signs, 
along with a wide vari-
ety of  other items from 
multiple estates. We are 
always accepting valu-
able pieces and collec-
tions for upcoming sales. 
Please visit our website 
https://centralmassauc-
tions.com for links to 
upcoming events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions 
and Appraisal Services 
info@centralmassauc-
tions.com or (508-612-
6111).
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Three ways to preserve the 
beauty of your summer garden

Fall is quickly approach-
ing and as you prepare for 
the change of  seasons, 
consider preserving some 
of  your summer garden’s 
beauty.  Photograph, dry, 
or press a few of  your 
favorite flowers to enjoy 
and share with others.

Cell phone cameras 
have greatly improved 
and allow even novice 
photographers the oppor-
tunity to capture the beau-
ty of  their gardens and 
favorite plants. Visit your 
garden in the early morn-
ing or evening when the 
light tends to be perfect 
for taking pictures. Try 
focusing on a favorite 
flower, bouquet or garden 
that you love. Watch how 
plant shapes, colors and 
textures contrast and com-
bine to create pockets of  
beauty in the garden.

Harvest and dry some 
of  your favorite flowers 
for dried arrangements 
and crafts. Pick the flow-
ers when they are at peak 
bloom and dry them. Cut 
the flowers midday when 
they contain less mois-
ture, reducing the dry 
time.

Use a bypass pruner 
or garden scissors to cut 
the stems above a set of  
healthy leaves.  Remove 
the foliage and gather 
them into small bundles.  
Secure the stems with 
rubber bands. They will 
contract when the stems 
shrink and continue to 
hold the stems tightly.  Use 
a spring-loaded clothespin 
to hang the bundles from a 
hanger, clothesline or nail.  

Allow the flowers to dry 
in a warm, dark, dust-free 
location.

Lay flat-faced flowers, 
like daisies, face down 
on a flat surface to dry 
since they tend to close 
a bit when hung upside 
down.  Simply cut off  the 
stem and place the flowers 
face down on newspaper 
or craft paper in a warm, 
dry location.  Once dried, 
you can glue them in place 
or use florist wire to create 
stems for arranging.

Be sure to pick a few 
seedpods and seedheads 
from perennials and orna-
mental grasses. Allow 
them to dry on the plants, 
harvest and use them to 
add interesting texture 
and form to your dried 
flower arrangements and 
projects.

Try pressing a few 
flowers to use for making 
cards, gifts, and works of  
art. Just place the leaves 
and flowers between piec-
es of  craft or similar paper 
in a flower press or heavy 
book. You can purchase 
or make your own flow-
er press with wood, bolts, 
wing nuts, cardboard, and 
paper. Be sure to sandwich 
the flowers between suf-
ficient layers of  paper to 
protect the pages of  your 
book.

Use freshly picked flow-

ers at their peak of  beauty 
for best results.  Arrange 
the leaves and petals as 
desired before pressing, 
since they will dry the way 
you place them.

Once your flowers are 
placed in between the 
paper and pages of  the 
book, close it, and stack a 
few books on top for added 
weight. Or evenly tighten 
the flower press to apply 
needed pressure. Your 
dried flowers will be ready 
in about a month.

Store pressed flowers 
in paper envelopes or 
between sheets of  paper. 
Place them in cardboard 
boxes in a dry location 
until you are ready to cre-
ate your pressed flower 
project.

As your gardens tran-
sition into fall, look for 
other flowers, foliage and 
seed pods to add to your 
dried flower collection. 
Continue to photograph 
your garden and enjoy the 
beauty every change of  
season provides.

Melinda Myers has 
written more than 20 gar-
dening books, including 
the Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition 
and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” instant 
video series and the nation-
ally syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for 
Birds & Blooms magazine 
and her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Melinda Myers

Lay flat-faced flowers, like these Shasta daisies, face down on a flat surface to dry.

Latest auction news

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, Collectibles 
& Estates

GUS
STEEVES

Reader’s
Journey

Pourings & Passages: Books leading a local renaissance

Gus Steeves

Jim Weigel, left, talks to a customer as a couple store volunteers look on.

Gus Steeves

The store as seen from the street corner.



UXBRIDGE — The 
goals of  the not-for-
profit “Wreaths Across 
America” grow ever big-
ger. Annually, the organi-
zation raises more money 
and places more live bal-
sam wreaths on veterans’ 
graves nation-wide than 
previously.  This year join 
the Deborah Wheelock 
Chapter, Daughters of  the 
American Revolution, in 
adding to the number of  
wreaths decorating head-
stones of  veterans in both 
Prospect Hill and St. Mary 
Cemeteries. It is a beauti-
ful way to remember and 
honor all fallen heroes, a 
beloved veteran, family 
member or dear friend.

Dec. 13, 2025, marks 
the date when communi-
ty volunteers will place 
wreaths on more than two 
million veterans’ graves 
in local, national and mil-
itary cemeteries as well 
as at Veterans’ Memorials 
and historic sites across 
America. Wreath-laying 
is a family affair, and a 
wonderful way to teach 
young people appreciation 
for the sacrifices made by 
others for them. For infor-
mation on volunteering, 
contact www.wreathsac-
rossamerica.org.

The Deborah Wheelock 
Chapter, DAR, has a goal of  
100 wreaths to honor vet-
erans buried in Uxbridge 

cemeteries.  To sponsor 
a wreath for Uxbridge or 
elsewhere order at www.
wreathsacrossameri-
ca.org/MA0190P. Your 
tax-deductible donation 
of  $17 is twice-appreci-
ated, because $5 will be 
‘rebated’ to the Chapter 
for each wreath bought.  
All accrued rebates will 
be earmarked to sup-
port other local veterans’ 
needs.

The deadline for deliv-
ery in the New England 
region is December 1st.  
Help Deborah Wheelock 
Chapter, DAR, meet or 
exceed its goal to honor 
veterans during the holi-
day season!

C H A R L T O N 
—  Agawam South 
Rehabilitation is proud 
to announce the pro-
motion of  Isabella 
Boateng, RN, to the 
position of  Assistant 
Director of  Nursing 
& Infection Control 
Nurse. In her new role, 
Boateng will help lead 
the facility’s nursing 
department, ensuring 
the continued deliv-
ery of  high-quality, 
patient-centered care.

Boateng will be 
responsible for over-
seeing daily nursing 
operations, supervising 
and mentoring nursing 
staff, and leading the 
facility’s vital infection 
prevention and control 
initiatives. She will 
collaborate with inter-
disciplinary teams to 
develop and implement 
comprehensive care 
plans, serving as a key 
liaison between admin-
istration, healthcare 
providers, residents, 
and their families.

“Isabella is a natu-
ral leader whose ded-
ication to patient-cen-
tered care is evident in 
everything she does,” 
said Dr. Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, 
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, 
Academy Director 
at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy, 
where Boateng grad-
uated from with a 
Certificate in Practical 
Nursing in 2021. “Her 
clinical expertise, 
calm demeanor under 
pressure, and compas-
sionate approach have 
made her an invaluable 
asset. I am thrilled to 
see her step into this 
leadership role and 

confident she will excel 
in advancing the mis-
sion of  care at Agawam 
South Rehab.”

Boateng’s journey to 
this leadership posi-
tion is marked by con-
tinuous professional 

UXBRIDGE — The 
Uxbridge Senior Center, 
located at 36 South 
Main St. in Uxbridge, 
is proud to sponsor a 
free flu shot clinic. This 
is an annual program, 
which will be provided 
again this year by the 
Uxbridge Hannaford’s 
Pharmacy.

The clinic will take 
place on Tuesday, Oct. 
7 from 9 a.m. to noon 
at the Senior Center. 
Everyone is welcome; 
the 65+ flu vaccine 
will be available for 
those that are interest-
ed. Please bring your 
insurance cards with 
you, no copays required 

and remember to wear 
a short-sleeved shirt. 
Safety precautions will 
be in place for every-
one’s safety. Please call 
the Senior Center to 
obtain your registration 
forms before attend-
ing this event at (508) 
278-8622 or email: lber-
nard@uxbridge-ma.gov.

UXBRIDGE — Life 
can be hard, but find-
ing assistance shouldn’t 
be. The Uxbridge Senior 
Center is proud to pres-
ent Connect to Caring 
with National Grid. 
Meet with Customer 
Advocates at the 
Uxbridge Senior Center, 
located at 36 South 
Main St. in Uxbridge, 
to help you with options 
to manage your energy 
bill and ways to save 
money.

The Connect to Caring 
program provides you 
with assistance pro-
grams and connects you 
with the resources your 
family needs, all under 

one roof, all in one day. 
National Grid Customer 
Advocates will be avail-
able to meet one on one 
on the third Wednesday 
of  the month from 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. to discuss 
options to manage your 
energy bill and help you 
find assistance includ-
ing Discount Rates, 
Payment Plans, Budget 
Plans and the Arrears 
Management Program 
(AMP). No appointment 
is needed, please bring 
the following when you 
visit: if  you receive 
SNAP, MassHealth, SSI 
or WIC, please bring 
your benefit card and/
or program acceptance 

letter to enroll in the 
Discount Rate Program. 
Connect to Caring pro-
gram is open to all 
interested individuals; 
you do not have to be a 
senior or Uxbridge res-
ident.

Please join us for 
upcoming dates on 
Wednesdays, Sept. 17, 
Oct. 15, Nov. 19 or Dec. 
17 from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. at the Uxbridge 
Senior Center, locat-
ed at 36 S. Main St. in 
Uxbridge. Please call 
the senior center with 
any questions at 508-
278-8622 or email lber-
nard@uxbridge-ma.gov.
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Sincere, who prefers to go by 
John, is an incredibly smart and 
thoughtful boy with a bright imagi-
nation. When asked what he wants 
to be when he grows up, John says 
he wants to be “brave” like a super-
hero—a reflection of his kind heart 
and strong spirit. John enjoys a va-
riety of creative and enriching ac-
tivities. He loves drawing, coloring, 
baking, swimming, playing video 
games, and going to church—es-
pecially because it means a trip for 
ice cream afterward. He does very 
well in school and is especially 
passionate about science, though 
he also has exceptional reading 
skills for his age. While John isn’t 
interested in most sports, he thrives 

in artistic settings and truly enjoys swimming. His creativity, intelli-
gence, and gentle personality make him a joy to be around. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22542013028  
 

  Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.           

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource 
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the 
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can 
help children and teens in foster care.         

Sincere 
Age 10 

Registration #7381  

National Grid assistance at 
Uxbridge Senior Center

Holidays mean Wreaths 
Across America time

Uxbridge Senior Center 
hosting free flu shot clinic

Agawam South Rehab promotes Bay Path 
alum to Assistant Director of Nursing

growth. She recently 
earned her Associate of  
Science in Nursing from 
Capital Community 
College and became a 
Registered Nurse in 
June 2025. Her career 
includes valuable expe-
rience as a Clinical 
Nurse Liaison with 
Ster n Consultants, 
where she honed her 
skills in care coordina-
tion and patient advo-
cacy, and as a Licensed 
Practical Nurse (LPN) 
with Genie Healthcare. 

Boateng shared her 
excitement and feelings 
of  being honored for 
the opportunity with 
Dr. Bolandrina, who 
recognized Boateng’s 
focus on providing com-
passionate, high-quality 
care and advocating for 
patients even as a PN 
student. Boateng looks 
forward to supporting 
Agawam South Rehab’s 
exceptional nursing 
team and contributing 
to their continued suc-
cess in serving the com-
munity.

With a strong founda-
tion in geriatric treat-
ment, dementia care, 
and regulatory compli-
ance, Boateng brings 
a wealth of  knowledge 
and a resourceful, ener-
getic approach to her 
new role. Her promotion 
reflects Agawam South 
Rehab’s commitment to 
recognizing and foster-
ing talent from within 
its community.

Courtesy Photo

Isabella Boateng
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P2988EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Eric Weylin Stockwell
Date of Death:  04/25/2025 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Erica L Stockwell of Millville MA 
requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Erica L Stockwell of Millville MA be 
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 09/23/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to 
you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNI-
FORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 25, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
September 5, 2025

LEGALS

Climate, health advocates concerned
about new solar and battery rules

Apple picking pointers

Plummer Place 
Home of the Northbridge 

Senior Center

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

REGION — As area towns face 
changing their bylaws to address 
larger solar and battery storage proj-
ects in light of  state law passed last 
November, citizens are trying to fig-
ure out what the new laws actually 
mean, and how to face the issue.

Last week, several from across the 

(508) 234-2002

The Plummer Place Brew Crew is a 
new monthly program beginning this 
fall offering exciting networking oppor-
tunities, guest speakers, timely topics 
and fun activities to jump start your 
day! We will perk you up beginning with 
our first get-together on Wednesday, 
September 3rd at 9:30am. Treats and 
coffee/tea on us. For more information, 
please contact Amy Cowen at Plummer 
Place or just stop by to join! All are wel-
come. 2025 meeting dates are September 
3rd, October 1st, November 5th and 
December 3rd.

The WISE program at Plummer Place 
starts Monday, September 15th from 1:00-
3:00pm and continues every Monday for 5 
weeks. WISE is offered as life-long learn-
ing courses for older adults through 
Assumption University. The course this 
part of  the semester is “Soul Searching 
with Oprah” taught via video by instruc-
tor Kathleen Fisher. The course is $25/
person due at sign up at Plummer Place. 
Call Michelle at Plummer Place for more 
information.

We are accepting donations for 
Plummer Place. Heavy duty plasticware 
utensils, heavy duty plates large and 
small, bowls, napkins, plastic cups, crys-
tal lite packs, bottled water either large 
or small, creamers, sugar packets, decaf  
coffee and regular coffee, Shaw’s gift 
cards. We appreciate all donations!

state came together in an online 
forum under the auspices of   
Responsible Solar Massachusetts, 
with the big takeaway being that 
local Boards of  Health (BOH) have a 
lot more authority to regulate, and 
even stop, such projects than many 
people think.

According to Mass Association 
of  Health Boards' Government 
Relations Director Mike Hugo, local 
health boards have a different status 
than other boards. 

“A health regulation is looked at 
by the court as a state statute,” he 
said. 

Courts often say other kinds of  
boards “did it wrong,” but will only 
review a BOH decision to determine 
“whether it's arbitrary and capri-
cious or not.” If  the BOH held pub-
lic hearing(s) on the issue and can 
show they did due diligence to look 
at possible health harms, the courts 
typically uphold such decisions, he 
explained.

Such information was good news 
to other participants. They're con-
cerned the new laws defining what's 
eligible for state alternative energy 
incentives – dubbed “Smart 3.0” – 
aren't actually very protective for 
land and communities.

Responsible Solar's Janet Sinclair 
said the law says developers “can't 
put solar in core habitat” or on “per-
manently protected land,” but those 
are already prohibited. She's con-
cerned it does too little to save the 
most important remaining forests, 
the ones that sequester the most 
carbon. 

“For those of  us facing forest 
clearcuts for solar, there's not really 
much here that helps us,” she said, 
later adding, “we worked so hard to 
get better regulations.”

Instead, she'd like to see the state 
adopt Audubon Society's proposal 
that would prohibit solar in the 40 

percent of  critical forests that aren't 
yet protected.

Katherine Harris agreed, saying 
the official restrictions would not 
prevent solar development of  the 
coastal pine barrens of  the south-
east, in part because those pines are 
fairly short-lived. 

To Faith Berry, it's “disconcerting” 
that many solar arrays and battery 
sites of  that area are in cranberry 
wetlands and often above Plymouth 
County's key water sources. (That's 
a key issue for Oakham residents, 
too; their Planning Board rejected a 
battery storage site in part because 
it'd endanger the Quabbin water-
shed, but the company appealed to 
the state.)

“I have some concerns about how 
the state is circumventing NEPA 
[National Environmental Protection 
Act] guidelines,” Berry said.

She also noted the electric com-
panies have been adding significant 
fees to customers' bills to cover such 
projects, but the fees don't seem to be 
related to what their energy use is.

Sinclair said NEPA limits might 
not apply because most of  the fund-
ing isn't federal money; most of  it 
comes from those ratepayers via the 
“smart program” fees. The 2024 law 
requries the state to create regula-
tions for such projects, with solar 
arrays of  more than 25 MW and bat-
tery storage over 100 MW both going 
directly to the state's Energy Siting 
Board for hearings. Smaller ones go 
to local boards, but can be appealed 
to the state. 

She described the problem as not 
illegal, just “really bad.”

To Berry, “What we really need to 
focus on is how do we grasp some 
level of  control locally?” 

She sees that as happening 
“through having more local siting 
hearings.”

Other issues the forum raised 

were impact on Native American 
lands, with Harrison observing 
Natives “have stewarded this land 
for thousands of  years.” But today, 
most important Native cultural and 
sacred sites are in private hands 
and some are “prime sites for solar,” 
so she urged raising Native land 
concerns through the public hear-
ing process. She noted the Mass 
Environmental Policy Act and Mass 
Historical Commission require con-
sulting with any affected Native 
tribes if  the project requires a state 
permit or has state funding, and 
local boards can do that, too.

Hugo said BOH authority comes 
from the MGL Chap 111 “nuisance” 
statutes, which requires the board 
to take action if  it determines 
something is a public health threat. 
That has been used to shut down 
long-running businesses and to kill 
projects even after other boards have 
approved them.

Regarding battery projects spe-
cifically, he said they pose various 
potential public health risks, includ-
ing noise from the industrial cool-
ing fans. Others have cited the fact 
such facilities usually cannot be 
extinguished if  they catch fire; fire 
departments can only limit their 
spread while they burn and produce 
toxic gases.

To Hugo, “We can save this indus-
try tons of  money by putting the 
Boards of  Health in the process 
early. … They should be going to the 
Board of  Health first.”

He said he's organizing a zoom 
forum for health boards on this 
issue, noting, “If  you're talking 
clearcutting forests, you're talking 
public health. ...If  it's framed the 
right way, it works.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.

Visiting a local apple orchard and 
picking one’s fill of  apples is a 
quintessential fall activity. Apple 
picking is an ideal way to spend 
time outdoors when the weath-
er tends to be cool and pleasant. 
Gathering fresh-from-the-tree fruit 
to turn into favorite fall desserts 
like cobblers and pies is irresistible.

According to the Economic 
Research Service, Washington state 
is the leading apple producer in 
the United States. It is followed 
very distantly by New York and 
Michigan. Apples were first culti-
vated in Canada by early French 
settlers, with the first trees planted 
in Nova Scotia’s Annapolis Valley 
around 1633. Today, New Brunswick, 
Quebec, Ontario, and British 
Columbia have become strong play-
ers in the apple business. While 
other areas may not be apple mec-
cas, those looking to pick their own 
have plenty of  options across North 
American to enjoy this pastime. 

Prior to an apple picking adven-
ture, people can do a little prepara-
tion to ensure the afternoon is fun 
and fruitful.

• Do some research. Before indi-
viduals head out, they should do 
research into the available orchards 
and which apple varieties they spe-
cialize in. Ripening seasons vary, so 
certain varieties may not be avail-
able at all times. Call ahead to learn 
which apples are ripe and when.

• Visit early. The best apples are 
often available early in the season 
before the trees have been heavily 

picked over. It’s also a good idea to 
visit the orchard early in the day, 
which means cooler temperatures 
and smaller crowds.

• Dress appropriately. Orchards 
can be dusty, muddy and buggy. 
The ground also may be uneven. 
Individuals can wear comfortable 
clothes and closed-toed shoes that 
can get dirty. Also, they should 
dress in layers, as it can be chilly 
early in the day and then warmer 
later on.

• Pick correctly. Instead of  yank-
ing on the apples, which can dam-
age the tree and apples, people 
should gently roll or twist the apple 
upwards from the branch. If  the 

apple is ripe it will detach easily 
with stem intact. 

• Avoid bruising. It’s wise to 
inspect the apples to make sure 
they are firm and brightly colored. 
Those with bruising or insect dam-
age should be left behind.

• Don’t overload. Only pick what 
you need. Apples are delicate, and 
overloading the apples into bags can 
crush or bruise the ones on the bot-
tom. Plus, over-picking means that 
the apples may spoil before they can 
be eaten.

After a day at the orchard, apples 
can be stored unwashed in a cool, 
dark place, which will help them 
stay fresher, longer.



SPRINGFIELD — Western New 
England University (WNE) takes 
immense pride in recognizing the 
outstanding academic achievements 
of  over 790 students who have been 
named to the Dean's List for the Spring 
2025 semester.

Thomas Andolina of  Uxbridge
Rose Handlin of  Whitinsville
Sarah Johnston of  Uxbridge
Nicholas LaPolt of  Douglas
Lex Lovell of  Uxbridge
Shayleigh O'Donnell of  Northbridge
Jeremy Okenquist of  Uxbridge
Thomas Schreiber of  Uxbridge

Western New England University 
(WNE) is a private, nationally ranked, 
comprehensive institution with a focus 
on preparing work-ready and world-
ready graduates. Founded in 1919 in 
Springfield, Massachusetts as a divi-
sion of  Northeastern College, WNE's 
215-acre suburban campus serves 
more than 3,700 students, including 
over 2,500 full-time undergraduates. 
More than 47,000 alumni have earned 
degrees through its 90+ undergradu-
ate, graduate, and professional pro-
grams at Colleges of  Arts and Sciences, 
Business, Engineering, and Pharmacy 

and Health Sciences, and School of  
Law. Students come from 39 U.S. states 
and territories and 23 countries. Of  
45,104 living alumni, 30% remain with-
in the region, residing in the four 
Western Massachusetts counties and 
northern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among national-
ly ranked universities in US News 
and World Report, and among the 
Top 100 Undergraduate Engineering 
programs, and in the Doctoral/
Professional Universities catego-
ry in the Carnegie Classification of  
Institutions of  Higher Education.
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&Home 
 AutoSpring

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window

 Cleaning
Residential 
Commerical 
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail21
@aol.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$250 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Regional Transit Authority celebrates milestone

Students named to Western New England University’s Spring Dean’s List

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — The Worcester Regional 
Transit Authority (WRTA) recently 
celebrated surpassing five million 
rides, a milestone that reflects grow-
ing ridership and a commitment to 
expanding access across the region. 

The WRTA has long served as a 
critical link for residents throughout 
Worcester County, connecting rid-
ers to jobs, schools, medical appoint-
ments, and other essential services. 

“For those without access to a car, 
transit offers independence, consis-
tency, and a reliable way to partici-
pate in daily life,” read a statement 
released by the authority.

Since 2020, the WRTA has provid-
ed fare-free service to riders, made 
possible through funding from 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act and 
the Fair Share Amendment. 

Suspending fares has helped elimi-
nate a major barrier for riders, mak-
ing public transit more accessible 
and equitable across the region, offi-
cials said.

“Surpassing five million rides is 
a powerful reminder of  the essen-
tial role public transit plays in the 
lives of  our residents,” said WRTA 
Administrator Josh Rickman. “This 
milestone reflects the ongoing invest-
ments in service reliability, route 
efficiency, and community engage-
ment. Our operators, contractors, 
and staff  have worked hard to make 

transit more dependable, respon-
sive, and aligned with the needs of  
the people we serve.”

Doug Belanger, a Leicester select-
man who also serves as the WRTA 
Advisory Board Chairperson, was 
thrilled to join fellow leaders in cel-
ebrating the recent milestone. 

“This achievement shows what 
happens when we prioritize smart 
planning and consistent service 
delivery,” Belanger said. “From 
expanding service hours to launch-
ing new initiatives, WRTA has stayed 
focused on building a transit system 
people can count on. Five million 
rides is proof  that we’re moving in 
the right direction.”

Looking ahead, WRTA leaders are 
committed to investing in several 
additional service enhancements. 

These include service analyses and 
surveys; accessibility upgrades for 
visually impaired riders; a cen-
tral hub lobby renovation; bus stop 
improvements; and intelligent trans-
portation systems (ITS) upgrades.

Officials are also planning to 
improve customer-facing technol-
ogies, including bus tracking and 
other services.

A community celebration to mark 
the five million rides is scheduled 
for Sept. 18 during the quarterly 
“Riders’ Forum.” Attendees can 
enjoy fun giveaways and have the 
opportunity to engage directly with 
WRTA staff  members.

Information about the upcoming 
surveys will also be available at the 
event. 

“WRTA team members will be 

on site at the central hub to share 
details about new initiatives and 
gather valuable community feed-
back,” read the statement released 
by the authority. 

The event will take place from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

The WRTA is a regional transit 
system that serves Worcester and 
the surrounding 36 communities in 
central Massachusetts. The WRTA’s 
bus fleet includes diesel-electric 
hybrid vehicles, as well as clean-die-
sel buses.

As the second largest regional 
transit authority in Massachusetts, 
the WRTA also provides paratran-
sit services for elderly and disabled 
riders.

All fixed routes and paratransit 
services are free through June 2026.



Fall hiking can be a unique and 
exciting experience. Thanks to the 
vibrant foliage, crisp air and smaller 
crowds than might be around during 
summer, fall is a prime time to lace 
up one’s boots and hit the trails.

Beyond the opportunity to check out 
the amazing foliage displays synony-
mous with this time of  year, spend-
ing time outdoors in fall provides 
various health benefits. According 
to UAB Medical West, some benefits 
of  hiking include improved mental 
well-being, enhanced balance and 
improved muscle strength.

As with any hiking trip, it is key to 
plan ahead to enjoy a safe and enjoy-
able adventure this fall.

• Layer your clothing. Fall weather 
can be unpredictable and dramatic 
temperature fluctuations can occur 
between morning and afternoon. 
The trick is layering clothing to 
provide comfort and safety. Start 
with a moisture-wicking base layer, 
add an insulating layer like fleece 
for warmth, and top it with a water-
proof  and windproof  outer shell. 
Then you can adjust your clothing as 
conditions change.

• Wear proper footwear to ensure 
ample traction. Opt for sturdy hik-
ing shoes or boots with significant 
ankle support and excellent trac-
tion. Fallen leaves and rain or ear-
ly-season ice can make paths slip-
pery. Waterproof  footwear is highly 
recommended, especially if  damp 
conditions are expected. Wool socks 
(not cotton) will wick away mois-

ture and provide warmth even when 
damp. According to a study on moun-
tain hiking in the Austrian Alps, 75 
percent of  fall accidents occur on 
descents, so having extra traction 
can help.

• Mind the daylight. As fall inch-
es closer to winter, daylight hours 
diminish rapidly. It’s easy to under-
estimate how quickly dusk will 
arrive. Plan your route to account 
for your pace so you can be off  the 
trail well before sunset. Pack a flash-
light or headlamp just in case.

• Mind the habitat. Anytime you 
hike you should be mindful of  the 
natural settings around you. Stick 
to the trails so you do not disturb 
delicate vegetation. Also, never feed 
wild animals. They can grow accus-
tomed to an easy hand-out and lose 
their fear of  humans, putting them-
selves at risk of  harm. Remember to 
dispose of  trash properly and always 
take out what you bring in.

• Stay fueled and hydrated. Despite 
the cooler temperatures of  fall, 
dehydration may occur as the body 
loses fluid through exertion and 
respiration. Pack plenty of  water 
and take sips regularly. Bring along 
energy-rich snacks like protein bars, 
trail mix and dried fruit to maintain 
energy levels throughout the excur-
sion.

Fall hiking trips enable people 
to immerse themselves in the stun-
ning beauty of  the season while also 
getting some exercise and enjoying 
ample fresh air.
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
FALL YARD SALE
 Saturday, September 20th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley 
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE   We accept CREDIT CARDS!”
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items   ONE DAY ONLY

Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - 
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, 
pants, jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - 
high chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

Jet Ski Lift 
For Sale 
1 Shore 
Master 

Jet Ski Lift 
$1200 OBO 

Call 508-248-2950

774-200-7308

Douglas Cultural Council announces 
local grant opportunities

Community 
invited to join 
focus group to 

help fight scams

Celebrate the Winter Garden with 
Warren Leach and the BVG

Fall hiking tips

DUDLEY — Tri-Valley, Inc., an 
Aging Services Access Point (ASAP) 
serving the southern Worcester 
County area, is partnering with 
SilverShield, a leading scam preven-
tion organization, to host a commu-
nity focus group dedicated to helping 
older adults and caregivers recognize 
and fight scams using a new scam 
detection service.

The focus group will take place on 
Thursday, Sept. 25 at Tri-Valley, Inc., 
10 Mill St., Dudley, with two available 
sessions: 10:30-11:30 a.m. and 1-2 p.m.

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to test a new anti-scam tool 
developed by SilverShield, which is 
designed for use via text and email, 
no app required. In addition, partic-
ipants will share their experiences 
and offer feedback related to this new 
service.

To thank attendees for their partic-
ipation, all focus group participants 
will receive:

• A free lunch
• A free one-year subscription to 

the SilverShield Scam Detector ser-
vice

• Entry into a gift card raffle, with 
the first four attendees of  each focus 
group to check in receiving an addi-
tional raffle ticket

This event is open to the public 
and aims to bring community mem-
bers together to help shape tools that 
empower individuals to better detect 
and respond to fraudulent activity.

“Scams are becoming increasingly 
sophisticated and harder to spot,” 
said Joe Vaudreuil of  Tri-Valley, 
Inc. “We’re excited to partner with 
SilverShield to equip our community 
with the tools and knowledge they 
need to stay protected and informed. 
We’re thrilled to offer this opportu-
nity to older adults and caregivers in 
our community to have their voices 
heard.”

To sign up for a focus group, partici-
pants can register directly at https://
forms.gle/eLXiRfcz6UCDrnVz9.

DOUGLAS — The Douglas Cultural 
Council has announced grant oppor-
tunities for cultural activities, 
including community-oriented arts, 
humanities or science programs.

Organizations, schools and individ-
uals may apply for these local grants. 
Proposals are due to the Douglas 
Cultural Council by Thursday, Oct. 
16.

The grants can support a variety 
of  artistic and cultural activities in 
Douglas, including, but not limited 
to, music and dance performance and 
workshops, visual arts, historical 
presentations, science education and 
field trips. Funded projects in the 
past have included Lighting up the 
Douglas Common, summer reading 
and science programs for children at 
the Simon Fairfield Public Library, 

music performances and dance 
workshops at the Douglas Adult 
Social Center and presentations at 
the Douglas Historical Society.

For the upcoming grant cycle, the 
Douglas Cultural Council will dis-
tribute up to $8,400 in grants.

The Douglas Cultural Council 
is part of  a network of  329 Local 
Cultural Councils (LCCs) serv-
ing all 351 cities and towns in the 
Commonwealth. The LCC Program 
is the largest grassroots cultural 
funding network in the nation, sup-

porting thousands of  communi-
ty-based projects in the arts, scienc-
es and humanities every year. The 
state legislature provides an annual 
appropriation to the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency, which then 
allocates funds to each community.

Applications must be submitted 
online through the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council at www.mass-
culturalcouncil.org. Click on 
the Communities tab, then Local 
Cultural Council Program. Click on 
Find Your LCC to locate the Douglas 

LCC. Once on that page, click on the 
Apply Now button.

For questions about the Douglas 
Cultural Council, or to become a 
member, residents may contact 
Jennifer Zifcak at jstinchfield@
douglas-ma.gov  (774) 262-4463. 
For more information about the 
Douglas Cultural Council, visit 
our Facebook page at “Douglas, 
Massachusetts Cultural Council”  
https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100084814531889.

WHITINSVILLE — Warren Leach, 
plant collector, nurseryman, hor-
ticulturist and noted landscape 
designer, will be the guest speaker 
at the Sept. 11 Open House for the 
Blackstone Valley Gardeners (BVG).

Leach is co-owner of  Tranquil 
Lake Nursey in Rehoboth, which 
specializes in field grown Daylilies, 
Iris, distinctive perennials and 
woody plants. He is an award-win-
ning landscape designer, with imag-
es of  his garden design at Brigham 
Hill Farm in North Grafton archived 
at the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.C.

The winter garden is truly a low 

maintenance affair and a time to 
enjoy – no weeding, watering or 
deadheading! The landscape may be 
quiet, but it need not be bleak.  Plants 
with bright berries, twigs, stems and 
even winter-blooming flowers shrug 
off  the snow and cold.  They bring 
cheer even as the sun sinks lower in 
the sky.

Leach’s new book, published by 
the Timber Press, is “Plants for the 
Winter Garden.” In his program 
“Celebrating the Winter Garden,” 
he will showcase .gardens he has 
designed, and will suggest planting 
design ideas for your own garden.

The Blackstone Valley Gardeners 

meet monthly (September through 
May) at the United Methodist Church, 
61 Linwood Ave. in Whitinsville.  
There is easy access to the rear of  
the church and the meeting room. 
Enter the parking lot via the pas-
sageway next to Domino’s Pizza at 
72 Church St. in Whitinsville. This 
is the best GPS setting. A hospitality 
gathering begins at 6:30 p.m., with 
the program at 7 p.m.

Mark your calendar for Sept. 11 to 
meet one of  New England’s premier 
plantsmen. Warren will bring copies 
of  his book, and will be available to 
answer questions about your winter 
garden.  Don’t miss it!
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
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RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
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ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

INVENTORY DOWN, 
LISTINGS WANTED

NOW IS  A GREAT TIME TO SELL!!!
CALL ME FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS
Ask about the Homes for Heroes Reward 

and See if Your Community Service 
Qualifies for an Award

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

GET TO KNOW YOUR REALTORS

128 Old Southbridge Rd $875,000

2 Victor Ave
$455,000

31 Prescott Lane
$475,000

DUDLEY- NEW COLONIAL ON 7 ACRES

$50,000 PRICE 

REDUCTION

* 24’ Great Room 
* Privacy

*Enjoy a Wooded 
Natural Setting 
*3 Bedrooms 

*2.5 Baths
 *Upgrades include 
Corian  Counters 
* 8’ Center Island  
*Energy Efficient 
Heating System
*Includes 2nd 
Buildable Lot 

*Sided * Solar
*2 Car Garage
*4 Heat Pumps

*3 Baths 
 “Like New” Property

 * 1 Acre

8 New Spencer Road $769,000

*New Well * 
Ranch Style Home 
with Media Room

*2.5 Baths 
*1864 sq. ft. 

*Outbuilding with 
Private Driveway
*Perfect for Your 
Office or Business

CHARLTON- PRIVATE COMPOUND 
WITH INGROUND POOL

LEICESTER- 
RANCH

ORANGE- 
1600 SQ. F.T SPLIT

Maria (Sun) Reed 
508-873-9254

Spencer Resident for 30 Years
A Senior Reseidential Specialist 

Licensed 38 Years
Service Areas: Leicester, Worcester, 

Spencer, Oxford, Auburn 

Bob Berk 
508-367-9226

Charlton Resident for 25 Years
Realtor, Educator

Service Areas: 
Charlton, Oxford, Sturbridge, 

Leicester, Southbridge

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HAR-
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built 
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,075,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT! jUST 
SIMPLY AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTU-
NITY! OVER 31,000 SQ FT OF LAND! 
Summer Cottage on 9482 SF of land.
Commanding view, breathtaking Western 
Sunsets + 5 Waterfront Lots across the 
street, on  4 of the 5 possibly buildable. 
assisted sale $1,199,900

Webster Lake Waterfront Lots
Bates Point Rd 

In Beautiful, Calm, Winter Cove
Lot# 1003R   Natural Level Shore line  

3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
 Lot# 1004R  Natural Level Shore Line

5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000  SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1005R   Natural Level Shore line  

7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000  SORRY SOLD!

Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready.
Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining 
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great 
Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. 
Hardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath, 

kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator. 
Morton Barn Style Garage  .39 acre

$435,000

WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLE RD  

SORRY, SOLD! 

SORRY, SOLD!

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, 
Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes be-
ing built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic Tile Floors in the 
Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr, Dou-
ble-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough plumbed 
Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

Featured Listing 
WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cot-
tage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean 

& Well Maintained, Modern 
Conveniences w/the Charm of 
Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood 
Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet 
Stove, Wrap-Around Screened 
Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full 
Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or 
Off-Season Water Use! 14,300 
SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of 
Shoreline.                    $595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

 

100+/- feet of Pris-
tine, Sandy Shoreline! 
Boasting 6 Large 
rooms, 2 Baths, 3 
Bedrooms, Garage. 
All on a Private road

$1,000,000

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!    

15 CEDAR POINT RD  

“Off Season Rental”
October 1st-May 15th

4 Bedroom,
 2 Bath,

 2 Car Garage 
$3500/month

WEBSTER LAKE- 
WEST POINT 

ROAD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Listing 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT -

 31 BAYVIEW!!

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full 
baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 Acres! Sandy Waterfront! The 
home is full of Natural SunLight! Mature landscaping of seasonal plants/shrubs & 
yummy raspberries! Acres of untouched Forest across the street. Located on a low 
traffic, private dirt road! Only a handful of homes!   $1,100,000
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opment. The interac-
tive format allowed 
children to ask ques-
tions and see leader-

ship in action.
“Chief  DiGiovanni 

and Sen. Kennedy were 
patient and took time 

to listen and respond 
to the children. Senator 
Kennedy even fielded 
a few tough questions 
about the current polit-
ical climate. What a 
beautiful moment to see 
the children we advo-
cate for become their 
own advocates with 
leadership,” Roache 
commented.

F o l l o w i n g 
DiGiovanni’s visit, the 
children participat-
ed in a Touch-a-Truck 
style event, where they 
could explore various 
community service 
vehicles up close. The 
hands-on experience 
allowed children to 
learn about different 
careers in public ser-
vice while fostering 
curiosity about their 
community helpers.

The Children's 
School serves as both 
a childcare facility for 
community families 
and a practical learn-
ing laboratory for early 
childhood education 
students at QCC. The 
dual purpose creates 
a unique environment 
where future educators 
gain real-world expe-
rience while children 
receive care and edu-
cation.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 
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take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP
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out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check out our
New Summer Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu
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take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com
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LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
9/5   Jonny Taylor

9/7   Evan CouTurE

9/12 SEan FullErTon

9/14 Jonny Taylor

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

www.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Fall
Is it time to 

Fall
in love 
with your 
next home?

QCC’s Children’s School
getting a start on leadership

Back-to-school,
back-to-buying: S.C.E.

Real Estate on the Fall Market

Join Mendon Historical Society 
for Sept. 28 program

DOUGLAS — As sum-
mer winds down in 
Massachusetts and the 
kids head back to school, 
the real estate market 
quietly shifts gears. 
While spring gets most 
of  the buzz, September 
often acts as a “second 
spring” for buyers and 
sellers.

If  you’ve been consid-
ering selling, here’s why 
early fall can be one of  
the best times of  the year 
to make your move:

Why sellers have the 
advantage in early fall

• Serious Buyers Only: 
The window before the 
holidays naturally filters 
out the “lookers” and 
attracts buyers who are 
motivated to act.

• Great Curb Appeal: 
Fall is a beautiful season 
in New England, chang-
ing leaves, crisp air, and 
welcoming curb appeal 

help your home show its 
best.

• Faster Decisions: 
Buyers who have been 
searching all summer 
often know what they 
want and are quicker to 
make strong offers.

• Year-End Timing: 
Many buyers are eager 
to close before the year 
ends for tax reasons or 
to be settled for the new 
year.

How we help you stand 
out

At S.C.E. Real Estate, 
we believe selling your 
home should feel per-
sonal and seamless, not 
transactional. This sea-
son, our focus is on:

• Tailored Marketing – 
We use real-time market 
insights to position your 
home for maximum vis-
ibility.

• Smart Timing – We’ll 
help you launch at the 

moment buyers are 
re-engaging after sum-
mer.

• Home Prep & 
Polishing – From light 
edits to highlighting 
your home’s best fea-
tures, we make sure your 
property feels welcom-
ing and memorable.

• Confident Guidance 
– With buyers eager to 
move quickly, we’ll help 
you evaluate offers and 
negotiate with clarity.

The bottom line
September isn’t just 

back-to-school season, 
it’s also back-to-buying 
season. With fewer com-
peting listings and plen-
ty of  motivated buyers, 
fall is a prime window to 
list. Our team at S.C.E. 
Real Estate is here to 
guide you every step of  
the way and help you 
make the most of  this 
moment.

W O R C E S T E R 
— Quinsigamond 
Community College’s 
Children’s School: 
Early Childhood 
Education Lab School 
has been promoting 
leadership through 
recent visits by guests, 
including Senator 
Robyn Kennedy and 
QCC Chief  of  Police 
Steve DiGiovanni.

In an effort to intro-
duce young learners to 
positive leadership role 
models, both Kennedy 
and DiGiovanni held 
reading sessions and 
engaged in a discus-
sion that educated the 
children on their roles 
in the community. The 
visit was part of  the 
Children's School's 
ongoing commitment 
to providing enriching 
experiences that sup-
port early childhood 
development.

“Our focus with the 
children right now is 
on all the different 
roles it takes to make 
a community thrive,” 
said Director of  the 
Children's School/
Early Childhood 
Education Lab Erin 
Roache. “These visits 
were a wonderful way 
to start. It was beauti-
ful to see our diverse 
population of  children 

given a connection to 
people in leadership 
whom they might not 
otherwise have the 
opportunity to connect 
with.” 

Both visiting leaders 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  early child-
hood education and 
community investment 
in young people's devel-

Courtesy

Sen. Robyn Kennedy (left) reads a book at QCC’s Children’s School: Early Childhood Education Lab School.

MENDON — Mendon 
Historical Society mem-
ber, Dennis LaPlante, 
will be giving a 
PowerPoint presenta-
tion Sunday, Sept. 28 at 
2 p.m. at the Mendon 
Senior Center on Fort 
Ninegret, a 17th centu-
ry fortified settlement 

in Charlestown, R.I.; 
Conanicut Battery, an 
18th century fortifica-
tion in Jamestown, R.I.; 
and the 1778 “Battle of  
Rhode Island” during 
which a number of  
British ships were scut-
tled including the dis-
covery of  Captain Cook’s 

ship, the Endeavor, 
and the process Dennis 
employs to build histor-
ical ship models.

Come, see and hear 
this interesting presen-
tation.  Reservations are 
suggested. Please email 
mendonhistoricalsoci-
ety@gmail.com.
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