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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — With approval secured 
last week at Special Town Meetings 
in Spencer and East Brookfield, the 
David Prouty High School build-
ing project moved one step closer to 
becoming a reality.

Special Town Meeting voters in each 
community were asked to approve the 
$111.6 million cost for the DPHS addi-
tion-renovation project.

At East Brookfield’s Special Town 
Meeting on Sept. 13, voters passed the 
article with an overwhelming majori-
ty vote. The next night, Spencer voters 
showed their strong support for the 
project with a 430-10 vote at Special 
Town Meeting.

Voters show 
support for 
DPHS
project
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East Brookfield residents recently enjoyed a parade and 
family fun day

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

EAST BROOKFIELD – Residents 
had to wait two extra years to enjoy 
the town’s centennial parade and 
family fun day, but the festivities 
were well worth the delay. 

Held on Saturday, Sept. 17, the 
celebration began with a lengthy 
parade down North Brookfield Road 
and Route 9. Featuring several 
vehicles and creative displays, the 
parade concluded at East Brookfield 
Elementary School.

Afterward, the Holland Aqua 
Skiers performed on Lake Lashaway.

“Everyone enjoyed watching their 
jumps and other stunts, especial-
ly those who remember when ski 
shows were more regular on our 
lake,” said East Brookfield 100th 

Anniversary Committee member 
Heather Gablaski.

The event then transitioned into 
its family fun day portion, with mul-
tiple activities held on Connie Mack 
Field. 

Festivities included a pie eating 
contest, games, food trucks, a beer 
garden, an old-time baseball game, 
and appearances from first respond-
ers and other organizations. 

Musical entertainment was pro-
vided in many forms throughout the 
day, including performances from 
high school marching bands and 
other groups.

“Fantastic job to our Family Fun 
Day Committee. From food trucks, 
to games and contests, to a hot air 
balloon and an old-time baseball 
game, it was great small-town fun,” 

read a statement released by event 
organizers.

The State Police Mounted Unit 
also participated in the event, along 
with antique fire trucks and trac-
tors. Over 30 community groups and 
local businesses were involved as 
well. 

The old-time baseball game fea-
tured a team from East Brookfield 
taking on a team from North 
Brookfield. The visitors from North 
Brookfield held a large lead until 
the very end of the game, when East 
Brookfield came from behind to win. 

“It was such a fun game to watch, 
as players were using replica bats 
and balls and wearing old-time uni-
forms,” Gablaski said.

Event organizers thank all spon-
sors and supporters who helped 

make the program possible. 
The following individuals and 

groups were also thanked: Amanda 
Lambert, Dan Lambert, Michelle 
Blood, Lou Meyerdierks, Sue 
Gordon, and Missy’s Music Mix. 

Lamoureux Ford and Howe 
Lumber are also thanked for offering 
free parking and shuttles to guests.

The 100th Anniversary Committee 
is thanked for the hard work mem-
bers put in over the past seven years 
to make the event possible.

Residents are invited to check 
out additional centennial celebra-
tion events this fall. Programs will 
include a historical tour and din-
ner at Podunk Chapel (Oct. 29); a 
trolley talk at Town Hall (Dec. 10); 
and a holiday decorating contest in 
December.  

Centennial parade worth a two-year wait

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

BROOKFIELD – Residents and offi-
cials recently attended a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony to celebrate the renova-
tion of Lewis Field.

Led by the town’s Recreation 
Committee, the project included the 
installation of new playground equip-
ment; upgrades to the basketball court; 
and a new walking path. Moreover, 
thanks to a Girl Scout Silver Award 
Project, the pavilion and snack shack 
were repainted. 

At the Sept. 10 ribbon cutting pro-
gram, all of the recent additions and 
upgrades were unveiled to the com-
munity. The event was attended by 
Recreation Committee members, 
selectmen, State Representative 
Donald Berthiaume, and local Girl 
Scouts, among other guests.

The Girl Scouts who led the Silver 
Award Project are Megan Holm, Lilly 
Egan, and Alison Regan.

Community celebrates Lewis 
Field renovations
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Select Board member Linda Lincoln presents a citation from Sen. Anne Gobi’s office to local 
Girl Scouts.

Weikels to end Christmas light display after 31 years
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – After more than three 
decades of brightening the holiday sea-
son for guests from throughout New 
England and beyond, Scott and Denise 
Weikel have announced that 2022 will 
be the last year for their home display 
of Christmas lights.

The Weikels have operated Leicester 
Christmas Display for 31 years, wow-
ing guests from near and far. In recent 
years, approximately 3,000 guests have 
visited the Weikels’ 25 Waite Street 
home each night during the holiday 
season to get a look at the display. 

Leicester Police details are set up 
each year to direct traffic and man-
age crowds in the neighborhood. To 
raise money for this year’s police 
details, a comedy night will take place 
on Saturday, Sept. 24, at 7 p.m. at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall in Leicester 
(91 Manville Street). Tickets are $20 
each.

Doors open at 6 p.m. for the show. 
Music by Broken Roads will take place 
after the show at 8:30 p.m. 

Raffles and a cash bar will also be 
available.

If you are interested in attending the 
show, contact Scott Weikel at 508-414-

0114.
The Weikels thank the Leicester 

Police Department for their support 
over the years, ensuring that all guests 
have a safe, fun experience.

“The police through the years have 
been fantastic. There is no way we could 
do it without the help of the police,” 
Scott Weikel told the New Leader.

It’s a bittersweet experience for 
the Weikels to prepare for their dis-
play’s final season. Running each year 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
the beloved display raises over $13,000 
annually for local charities.

“The Leicester Christmas Display 

has been a staple for holiday revelers 
for many years. Scott and Denise have 
put their hearts into the display for the 
enjoyment of others,” said Select Board 
Chairman Allen Phillips. “They take all 
of the donations and help local people 
and charities. The town of Leicester 
owes a huge thank-you to the Weikels 
for all of their hard work over the 
years—all for the enjoyment and bene-
fit of others.”

Having expanded significant-
ly since its early years, the dis-
play currently features over 50,000 
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SPECIALIZING IN

ornamental ironwork, 
custom residential/

commercial railings, welding, 
and metal fabrication. 

Portable welding and repairs.

Located in 
New Braintree, MA
774-289-5527

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 9/19/22 was $4.25 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.70
50-75 ......... $3.40
75-150 ....... $3.05
150-300 ...... $2.75

300-500 ......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

$1.00 OFF
$10.00

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 09/30/22 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 09/30/22 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brook�eld Locations ~

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276

West Brook�eld
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

  Community 
      Connection

Your area guide to local businesses! To advertise on this page please contact
 June at 508-909-4062 or jsima@stonebridgepress.news

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Auction, antiques, and collectibles news

In my last column, I shared 
that a 1952 Mickey Mantle card 
set a sports card record when it 
sold for $12.6 million at auction 
last month. I noted that the 
Mantle card also set a record 
for any type of sports memo-
rabilia by topping the $9.3 mil-
lion paid for a Diego Maradona 
1986 World Cup jersey. Well, 
CBS Sports reports that a new 
record was set this month for 
another non-card sports mem-
orabilia item. 

A jersey that Michael Jordan 
wore in Game 1 of the 1998 
NBA Finals recently went on 
the auction block. The Bulls 
lost that game to the Utah Jazz, 
but went on to win the series, 
giving Jordan his sixth cham-
pionship in his “Last Dance” 
season. Jordan also received 
his sixth career Finals MVP 
award. His jersey price soared 

well above the $3 to $5 million 
estimate, selling for $10.1 mil-
lion.

In non-sports news, the New 
York Times reports that the 
art collection of Paul Allen 
(who formed Microsoft with 
Bill Gates in 1975) is expect-
ed to be the biggest auction 
of a private art collection in 
history. The inventor, sports 
team owner and philanthro-
pist died in 2018. Over 150 
of his pieces spanning 500 
years will be sold. Highlights 
include “Jasper Johns’ encaus-
tic, acrylic and paper collage 
‘Small False Start’ from 1960, 
estimated to bring more than 
$50 million, and Paul Cézanne’s 
‘La Montagne Sainte-Victoire’ 
(1888-90), estimated at over $100 
million.” Allen bought many 
of the paintings as an invest-
ment. He anonymously pur-
chased an 1891 Monet painting 
of a haystack for $81.4 million 
in 2016. He also loaned pieces 
from his collections to several 
museums. He told Bloomberg 
in 2015, “I feel that you should 
share some of the works to 
give the public a chance to 
see them.” The sale, which 
also includes masterpieces by 

Renoir and Roy Lichtenstein, 
is expected to top $1 billion.

An antique advertising sign 
also recently fetched eye-pop-
ping auction record prices, 
according to Greenville, South 
Carolina TV station WYFF. 
The double sided Musgo 
Gasoline sign was discovered 
in a Michigan attic and is the 
best-known example of the 
1920s version of the Musgo 
Gasoline sign. WYFF writes 
that “Musgo, originally located 
in Muskegon, Michigan, was 
believed to be open for less than 
six months during the mid-
1920s.” The previous auction 
record for a gasoline-related 
advertising sign was $400,000 
until the Musgo sign shattered 
it, selling for $1.5 million in 
August, especially remarkable 
considering gasoline sold for 
slightly over 20 cents a gallon 
when Musgo was in business.

We are accepting con-
signments of gold, coins and 
sterling through Sept. 26 for 
our fall auction. We are also 
accepting consignments for 
our sports card and memora-
bilia auction as well as our 
art, historical memorabilia, 
antiques and collectibles fall 

auctions through September 
30th. I’ll be appraising items 
for the public at the Townsend 
Historical Society on Oct. 15, 
the Worcester Senior Center 
on Oct. 18 and the Leicester 
Senior Center on Nov. 5. Please 
visit our website https://cen-

tralmassauctions.com for links 
to upcoming events.

Please contact us at www.
centralmassauctions.com (508-
612-6111) info@centralmassauc-
tions.com for antiques and col-
lectibles auction services.

WAYNE
TUISKULA

ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

Cool Kids Choir returns thanks to a loud ROAR!
NORTH BROOKFIELD — Cool Kids 

Choir (CKC), a multiple award winning 
after school music program, is return-
ing to North Brookfield on Tuesday, 
Sept. 27.

CKC is a free after-school program 
for all children in the region from 
Grades 1-5. Meetings will be on Tuesday 
afternoons in the North Brookfield 
Elementary School Auditorium from 
2:30-4 p.m. 

Children do not have to attend the 
North Brookfield schools to participate. 
Sign up in advance at the Back to School 
Social on Sept. 21, or on the first day of 
the program.

CKC uses popular music as a cata-
lyst for personal and collective joyful 
expression and as a vehicle to listen to 
and tell children’s important life stories 
while assisting them to uncover, learn 
and incorporate valuable life skills 
such as teamwork, tenacity, and mutu-
al respect.

The program which has inspired and 
amplified the voices of hundreds of area 
young people over the span of decades 
has been dormant for several years. 
ROAR, the programming arm of the 
North Brookfield Town House, is sup-
porting CKC’s return. 

“The area’s children need music now 
more than ever and especially CKC’s 
brand, which is all about the love of 
music, singing in full voice, dancing and 

sharing their stories,” says Eva Brown, 
a former music teacher in Sturbridge 
and Board Member of the Friends of the 
Town House and ROAR.

Bonnie Milner of Long View 
Entertainment, one of CKC’s orig-
inal creators and directors, will be 
returning along with Channing Ford, 
a very famous former Cool Kid and 
now a Public School Teacher in North 
Brookfield, and said “Channing and I 
have a rich history of creating music 
together. Now, thanks to ROAR, we will 
continue singing, dancing, and creating 
with the area children. It just doesn’t 
get any better!” 

Bonnie and Channing will be joined 
by Lauren Curren and Tashena Feeley, 
also former Cool Kids. 

“This special team is a perfect – a 
beautiful full circle and oh, we love to 
laugh!” Milner said. 

ROAR (Rural Opportunity through 
Art and Restoration) is a Friends of 
the Town House 501 (C)(3) organiza-
tion committed to providing activities 
and programs that bring people togeth-
er in common purpose. CKC is being 
offered in partnership between ROAR, 
the North Brookfield Schools and Long 
View Entertainment.

For more information about Cool 
Kids Choir and/or ROAR, contact Eva 
Brown at 508-826-6924.

LEICESTER – The Leicester Tree 
Lighting Committee’s annual town-
wide yard sale will take place next 
month.

Set for Saturday, Oct. 1, the sale will 
run from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. In the event 
of rain, the sale will be moved to Oct. 2.

If you would like to be added to 

the yard sale map, a $10 donation is 
required. Donations benefit the 
Leicester Tree Lighting Committee.

Residents interested in hosting a yard 
sale should mail the following informa-
tion to organizers: first and last name, 
address of your yard sale, and a check 
made payable to the Town of Leicester. 

In the memo, please write the message, 
“Leicester tree lighting.”

Your information can be mailed to: 
Meg Bouchard, 5 River St., Rochdale, 
MA 01542

For more information about the 
event, call Meg Bouchard at 774-696-
1540.

Tree Lighting Committee announces 
annual town-wide yard sale

www.StonebridgePress.com
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WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College (QCC) has received 
$160,000 in funding to continue its 
food service worker training program 
for previously incarcerated individuals. 
The Re-Entry Workforce Development 
Demonstration Program is an initia-
tive of the Executive Office of Labor 
and Workforce Development Secretary, 
Rosalin Acosta, and provides indus-
try-supported curriculum in culinary 
training for post-release students, as well 
as assistance with career readiness and 
job placement.

“QCC is committed to providing 
training opportunities to all individuals 
seeking to enter into employment in 
Central Massachusetts. The work we 
do with returning citizens is especial-
ly important as it provides the skills 
needed for employment and provides 
our returning citizens a pathway to 
self-sufficiency and economic indepen-
dence. Our strong partnership with the 
Massachusetts Restaurant Association 
not only provides employment oppor-
tunities, but also offers the prospect of 
career advancement and college cred-
its through our culinary apprentice-
ship program,” said Dean of Center for 
Workforce Development and Continuing 
Education, Kathie Manning.

One graduate of the program’s sum-
mer cohort was inspired to participate 
by the passion of the staff at Worcester 
County House of Correct and QCC, as 
well as the support of his family.

“I will need to work and provide for 
myself, so this gives me more options, 
more tools. The whole program was 
good, pushing myself to do it, sticking 
to it, showing up. We learned different 
styles of cooking, but also about being in 
a work environment and working with 
people,” he said.

The culinary certificates awarded to 
graduates are part of QCC’s non-credit 
offerings, however, they can also be used 
to receive college credit. One student 
received her certificate in June of 2022 
and will be starting at QCC this fall 
with nine credits towards her associ-
ate degree in hospitality and recreation 
management.

“There is a stigma as a formerly incar-
cerated individual, but coming in with 
this certificate helps a lot,” she said, add-
ing that she is already working in food 
service and eventually wants to open her 
own restaurant.

According to the Massachusetts 
Restaurant Association, there is a 
severe need for people to fill vacancies 
in the hospitality industry, especially 
entry-level positions. Participants in 
this program earn industry recognized 
credentials including ServSafe Food 
Handlers, FEAST, and Mass Allergen 
certifications which are necessary for 
the culinary industry.

The program is made possible by a 
strong partnership between many 
organizations. QCC, Worcester County 
Sheriff’s Office, Worcester House of 

Corrections, Snapchef, Mass. Restaurant 
Association, Latin American Health 
Alliance, LIFT Worcester, MassHire 
Central Region Workforce Board and 
MassHire Career Center all collaborated 
to make this program a success.

“I’ve always believed that the best social 
program is a job,” commented Worcester 
County Sheriff Lew Evangelidis. “We 
are proud of the partnership between 
Q u i n s i g a m o n d 
C o m m u n i t y 
College and the 
Worcester County 
Sheriff’s Office 
that allowed for 
the development 
of this program. 
Graduates of the 
program are able 
to pursue extraor-
dinary employ-
ment opportuni-
ties upon release.”

“It’s these types 
of community 
partnerships that 
are making posi-
tive changes to our 
region and will 
have long-lasting, 
positive implica-
tions for our local 
economy,” said 
QCC President Dr. 
Luis G. Pedraja.

It’s time once again to share some 
helpful hints and strategies from read-
ers. As we gear up for the cooler season 
the following readers took time from 
their busy schedule to pass along a tip 
or trick they’ve picked up along the 
way.

Remember readers, you can win a 
three course dinner for two at Publick 
House! Just send in your favorite hint! 
Good luck!

**
This creative reader hit the target 

with this unconventional repurposing 
tip:

Here’s a recycling tip for these Nerf 
darts that parents tell me they are so 
tired of picking up all over the house. 
Put your kids to work and help them 
cut off the hard rubber-dart tip. Then 
just slide in your favorite pencils or 
pens for the 2022 school year!  All your 
friends will want a designer Dart pencil 
grip.

Viola Bramel
Northbridge, MA
**
Prepping fresh corn for freezing has 

long been a messy job!  But wait - this 
reader discovered a mess-free way to 
strip the cobs!

A handy way of putting up kernel 
corn for the winter is to first blanch the 
corn in a pot, and I suggest putting a 
teaspoon of sugar in the pot because it 
makes it a little bit sweeter. Boil it for 
about three minutes. To avoid the mess 
when cutting kernels, I use a bundt 
pan. I put the pointed end of the cob in 
the hole in the middle of the pan and 
cut the kernels off with a knife. They 
fall right around that circle inside of the 
pan and no mess!

HowardWhitcomb
Brookfield, MA
**
Keeping many shoes together as pairs 

in the closet can be a hassle – but not 
with this tip to match up mates:

I am back from Florida 
and trying to do some 
closet cleaning. I have 
several pairs of strap 
shoes and also found a 
set of shower curtain 
hooks.

I decided to try the 
hooks on the pairs with 
straps. It worked great 
and is so easy to locate 
mates in my shoebox.

Claire Horvath
Sturbridge, MA
**
Waste not, want not, is this reader’s 

mantra!
Recently when no more toothpaste 

could be squeezed out of the tube I cut 
the bottom and discovered there was 
still quite a bit of toothpaste left and I 
could access it from the cut opening.
Then, much to my surprise when I cut 
off the bottom of a tube of sunscreen 
that appeared to be empty when no 
amount of squeezing was releasing it, I 
found there was still one quarter of the 
tube filled with sunscreen. I hate waste!

Joan Zumpfe
Dudley, MA
**
Repurposing a common utensil puts 

safety first for this reader:
Here is a safety tip: I have a small 

food processor with very sharp 
blades.  When I am ready to clean it, 
I hold the blades in my left hand with 
using spaghetti tongs and scrub the 
blade with a brush held in my right 
hand. I also use the tongs when I re-as-
semble the processor. That way my 
hands never touch the blades!

Another tip: To make your fresh 
small vegetables like carrots or pep-
pers last longer is to put small pieces of 
paper towels in between the vegetables 
in the plastic bags as soon as you get 
them home. The paper towels absorb 
water from the veggies and they will 

keep longer.
Sharon Conlon,
Whittinsville, MA
**
Divide and Conquer!

I have a suggestion 
to easily accomplish a 
chore that has been put 
off because I don’t know 
where to start – such as a 
stack of papers or a room 

that has many items out of place.
I gather all of these things into one 

place, maybe a box or a pile. Having 
everything in one spot and taking one 
item at a time and sorting papers and 
putting items in their proper places and 
before you know it the pile is gone. It 
seems so much easier and less over-
whelming tackling one item at a time.

June Choiniere
Oxford, MA
**
Prize Winner

Congratulations toHoward Whitcomb 
of Brookfield, who submitted the kitch-
en tip above. His name was drawn for 
Dinner for Two at the Publick House.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the 

Publick House
Your tips can win you a great three 

course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to be 
entered into a random drawing. One 
winner per month will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge. Because I’m in the busi-
ness of dispensing tips, not inventing 
them (although I can take credit for 
some), I’m counting on you readers out 
there to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you? Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-

den matters? If so, why not share them 
with readers of Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Fall
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

764 Main Street 

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721

www.spencerchrysler.com

NEW • USED • SALES • SERVICE

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

If you would like to nominate someone or a group of peo-

ple for 2022, please email your suggestion to June at jsima@

stonebridgepress.news. Thank you. 

Chief C. Thomas O’Donnell

West Brookfield Police Dept

Chief O’Donnell is being recognized for retiring 

after 40 years of service with the West Brookfield 

Police Department, including 25 years as the Chief! 

Thank you for your service and best wishes for a 

happy and healthy retirement.

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

Spiro �omo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE
LOCAL

DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

SPECTACLE SHOP
After 42 successful years in 

business, owner 
James McCullough is retiring! 

He would like to thank all of his 
customers over the years. 

All Frames 
are 50% OFF! 
Coach, Gucci, Ray Ban, Silhouette, and more!

OPEN: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri: 9am - 5pm • Sat: 9am-1pm 508-765-9607

Eye Exams 
Available!

�e North Brook�eld Water Department will be �ush-
ing water mains throughout town beginning Monday, 
September 26 through October 7, 2022.

�e purpose of the �ushing is to remove sediment 
buildup in the mains. �e �ushing may result in tem-
porary discoloration of the water, caused by small par-
ticles dislodged during the �ushing. �is discoloration 
might stain your laundry, especially white materials.  

Flushing is performed between the hours of 7:30 AM 
and 3:30 PM. We post our daily �ushing schedule on 
the North Brook�eld Water Department’s Facebook 
page. If you would like additional information, please 
call the Water Department at (508) 867-0207.

Attention North Brook�eld 
Water Users:

WATER MAIN 
FLUSHING

Sept. 26, through Oct. 7, 2022

Readers’ Tips and Tricks

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

CORRECTION
WEST BROOKFIELD — A press 

release submitted for publication 
in last week’s edition announc-
ing History at Play’s upcoming 
“Diane of LOVE” program incor-
rectly listed the West Brookfield 
Historical Commission and 
library as the show’s sponsors

The program is, in fact, sup-
ported by a grant from the West 
Brookfield Cultural Council, a 
local agency, which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

QCC receives 
$160,000 in funding 

for culinary re-entry programs

WEST BROOKFIELD – The First 
Congregational Church of West 
Brookfield, United Church of Christ, 
invites guests to bring their pets to the 
Town Common next month for a special 
program. 

On Saturday, Oct. 1, the church will 
hold a Blessing of the Animals service 
at 10:30 a.m. 

“We bring our pets on this day, St. 
Francis’ feast day, because of his love 
for animals as expressed in his Canticle 

of Creatures,” read a statement released 
by the church. “St. Francis, the patron 
saint of animals, gives us inspiration 
to share blessings for all earth’s crea-
tures. Join us for this special time and 
bring a friend.” 

If you would like to know more about 
the program, call 508-867-7078 or send 
an email to Rev. Ann Rogers Brigham 
at firstconglwestbrookfield@gmail.
com.

FCC of West Brookfield to hold Blessing of the Animals



4 SPENCER NEW LEADER • Friday, September 23, 2022

WORCESTER — Jack O’Neill, from 
Leicester, a member of the class of 2024 
majoring in Mechanical Engineering 
(BS) at Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
(WPI), was a member of a student team 
that recently completed an intense 
research project titled Stock Market 
Simulation 2117.

At WPI, all undergraduates are 

required to complete a research-driven, 
professional-level project that applies 
science and technology to addresses 
an important societal need or issue. 
About two-thirds of students complete a 
project at one of the university’s 50-plus 
off-campus project centers, which are 
located around the world. A signature 
element of the innovative undergrad-

uate experience 
at WPI, the proj-
ect-based curric-
ulum offers stu-
dents the opportu-
nity to apply their 
scientific and 
technical knowl-
edge to develop 
thoughtful solu-
tions to real prob-
lems that affect 
the quality of 
people’s lives-and 
make a difference 
before they grad-
uate.

“The WPI proj-
ect-based cur-
riculum’s focus 
on global studies 
brings students 
out of the class-
room and their 
comfort zones 
and into the glob-
al community to 
apply their knowl-
edge and to solve 
problems,” said 
Professor Kent 
Rissmiller, profes-
sor of Integrative& 
Global Studies 
and associate 

dean of The Global School. “Students 
are immersed in all aspects of a differ-
ent culture, from the way people live 
and work to the values they hold to the 
foods they eat - all valuable perspectives 
for surviving and thriving in today’s 
global marketplace. They also learn the 
meaning and magic of teamwork; make 
a real and meaningful difference in 
their host community; and gain a com-
petitive edge for any resume, or gradu-
ate or professional school application.”

About Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute

WPI, a global leader in project-based 
learning, is a distinctive, top-tier techno-
logical university founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students learn most effec-
tively by applying the theory learned 
in the classroom to the practice of solv-
ing real-world problems. Recognized by 
the National Academy of Engineering 
with the 2016 Bernard M. Gordon Prize 
for Innovation in Engineering and 
Technology Education, WPI’s pioneer-
ing project-based curriculum engages 
undergraduates in solving important 
scientific, technological, and societal 
problems throughout their education 
and at more than 50 project centers 
around the world. WPI offers more than 
70 bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degree programs across 18 academic 
departments in science, engineering, 
technology, business, the social scienc-
es, and the humanities and arts. Its fac-
ulty and students pursue groundbreak-
ing research to meet ongoing challeng-
es in health and biotechnology; robotics 
and the internet of things; advanced 
materials and manufacturing; cyber, 
data, and security systems; learning 
science; and more. www.wpi.edu

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT
SOUTHBRIDGE 

2 bedroom Town House 
all applianced. 

1.5 Bath. Electric heat. 
Driveway. 

$1400/month

First, last and security.  

Call 508-765-5129
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What does it mean to be open-minded?
Are you open-minded? I 

like to say I am, but am I? 
What does it mean to 

be open-minded? Is it 
even possible to be genu-
inely open-minded? Does 
that mean you aren’t 
open-minded if you have 
strong convictions?

This column is about positivity; 
although I’m not perfect, I try to close 
my mind to negativity. Does that mean 
I’m close-minded? 

Is being open-minded a virtue or a 
vice? I guess it depends. 

Someone told me that having an 
open mind means listening to different 
thoughts, opinions, and beliefs, exam-
ining how they conflict with your con-
victions and ideas, and then allowing 
your view to change should the idea be 
worthy of your acceptance. 

I’ve also learned that being open-mind-
ed can mean being open-minded to the 
possibilities for the future.

I’ve met many people who are 
close-minded to the idea that good 
things can happen. They are stuck in a 

mindset that success isn’t 
attainable, giants are unde-
featable, and the bad guys 
will always win. 

Being closed-minded is 
when we close our minds to 
new possibilities, opinions, 
or ways of thinking. We 
build a box around what 

we know or want to be true, but then we 
never think outside the box. 

When we become close-minded in the 
wrong way, if we’re not careful, it’s 
possible that we also lose the ability to 
imagine what it’s like to walk in some-
one else’s shoes or to see the world from 
a different perspective. 

Once we get into a thinking pattern, 
we develop a routine and stay in that 
pattern. I’m not against routines, but 
sometimes getting stuck in a routine 
can lead you to a particular way of 
thinking. Sometimes changing the rou-
tine can help open your mind to new 
thinking patterns.

If we’re stuck in a particular pattern 
of thinking, and a problem arises that 
is caused by the way we think, is it 

possible to truly solve the problem by 
continuing to think in the same way?

In some ways, we can become prison-
ers of our beliefs and assumptions. 

I am guilty of learning to do things in 
a certain way and then believing every-
one should do it that same way, only 
to learn that most people don’t want to 
do it the same way, and if I tried to get 
them to do it that way, they don’t listen!

Confirmation bias is when we accept 
evidence that supports our beliefs 
and mindsets and reject evidence that 
doesn’t. 

If you challenge someone to think dif-
ferently, it can quickly become a fight, 
some people don’t want their beliefs 
and ideas to be challenged, and maybe 
we should respect that and learn to live 
with them in peace. 

In today’s world, it seems that when 
we encounter someone of a radically dif-
ferent belief system, even amongst peo-
ple born and raised in our own country, 
rather than trying to understand why 
they think the way they think, we hate 
them and call them names. It’s easy not 
to listen to their ideas and write them 

off because we believe they are immoral 
people.

Am I saying we shouldn’t defend and 
debate what we believe to be true? No. 

Having a closed mind may cause us to 
oversimplify the other person’s point of 
view because we don’t want to think too 
deeply about the issue.

A closed mind results in our ratio-
nal thinking and imagination becoming 
stunted. We lose the ability to relate. 

Some of the best leaders, innova-
tors, and businesspeople were open to 
the possibilities of a new way of doing 
things. They helped people to see their 
vision, dramatically changing our way 
of life.

What would happen if we had a more 
open mind in our approach to family? 
Could it change the whole dynamic and 
lead to better relationships?

Is it possible that having an open 
mind to how we deal with people we 
disagree with could radically change 
the country’s direction? I hope so. 

I’m open to the possibilities. 

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING

REAL ESTATE

SPENCER ALMANAC

BROOKFIELD
$210,000, 15 Main St, Pereira, 

Norma, to GP Construction Inc.

LEICESTER
$432,000, 5 Virginia Dr #A, 

Laskowski FT 2020, and Cleary, 
Jessica L, to Kenyon Jr, William B, 
and Kenyon, Gaye H.

$400,000, 101 Henshaw St, 
Finan-Dejesus, May, and Dejesus, 
Jussemar, to Tatro, Michele L, and 
Tatro, Justin.

$230,000, 35 Grove St, Patricia A 
Hartnett IRT, and Hartnett, Susan 
M, to Dewolf, Martha.

$75,000, Brook St #B, Judith A 
Hull FT, and Brown, Deborah H, 
to Zeena, Elias, and Zeena, Leah.

$66,013, 48 Parker St, Rooney, 
Justin P, and Rooney, Jeannine F, 
to Rooney, Justin P.

SPENCER
$1,250,000, 10 W Main St, Country 

Spirits Rlty LLC, to Teds Spencer 
RE LLC.

$360,000, 4 Salem St, Loretta, 
David M, and Toupin, Anna, to 
Mariano, Victoria.

$345,000, 46 R Jones Rd, Bogdan, 
Michalina M, to Colon, Vicente, 
and Colon, Tara M.

$280,000, 32 S Spencer Rd, 
Belov Inc, to Lucas, Olivia R, and 
Mustone, Nicholas.

$195,000, 28 Maple St, Lussier, 
Joseph P, to Dagilis, Michael J.

$163,000, 17 Bixby Rd #2, 
Palmaccio, Anita, and Brown, 
Harry J, to Hopkins, Maria.

WARREN
$450,000, 32 North St, Golden, 

Danielle E, to Ecac Real Estate 
LLC.

$410,000, 683 Coy Hill 
Rd, Fitgerald, Judith M, to 
Vanderschrick, Jonathan, and 
Daley, Heather.

$355,900, 1481 Brimfield Rd, 
Sawicki, Alex, to Fisher, Valerie 
A, and Gibbs, Michael J.

$30,000, 356 Ware Rd, Starsiak, 
Michael, to Sipala, Todd.

$18,000, Old West Brookfield Rd, 
Wright William N Est, and Wright, 
Ursula S, to Holmes, Sarah V, and 
Holmes, Mark A.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$507,500, 69 Snow Rd, Irwin, 

Patrick J, and Irwin, Jane M, to 
Price, Alexander M, and Price, 
Jessica L.

$321,200, 35 W Main St, Ashworth, 
David, and Wilmington Svgs Fund 
Soc, to Wilmington Svgs Fund Soc.

$300,000, 15 Pine Grove Rd, Pratt, 
Kathleen A, to Straight, Sheila.

$85,000, 7 Nashaway Ln, 
Berkshire Prop Buyers LLC, to 
Ludwig, Jeffrey E, and Ludwig, 
Deborah A.

$27,000, 48 Cedar Dr, Blier, Alvey, 
and Blier, Linda J, to Chevrette, 
Helen, and Chevrette, Jason.

$27,000, 54 Cedar Dr, Blier, Alvey, 
and Blier, Linda J, to Chevrette, 
Helen, and Chevrette, Jason.

Leicester’s Jack O’Neill completes 
intensive research project

IT’S
GOIN’

DOWN!
CHECK OUT THE 

SPORTS ACTION!



 • SPENCER NEW LEADER 5Friday, September 23, 2022

HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033
www.charliesdiner.com

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

HADDOCK PARM

Fri, 9/23 & Sat, 9/24 (a�er 5pm) 

HALIBUT

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

Friday & Saturday Night 5-9pm

Now hiring 
Bartender

 Please inquire in 
the bar to apply. 

Trivia is Back Sat. Nights at 7pm! 

THE BAR IS OPEN! 
 7 Days at Noon
Join us for a cold drink 

and some delicious fried food 

on Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday Nights 5-9pm

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brook�eld Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276

West Brook�eld
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Meatball 
Sub

Sm. 8” $4.99 
Lg. 12” $5.99

Pepperoni
Pizza

Sm. $5.99 
Lg. $8.99

Small
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $3.99!

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $17.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Functions 10-250 guests. 
Please call to reserve.

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 10/31/22

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 

Outdoor Dining weather permitting! Please call ahead.

GREAT FOOD!
WHERE?

SALEM CROSS INN!

Thursday, Friday, & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Fall Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Eat-In or Take Out
Visit these fine establishments for great gifts, food and beverages, and some entertainment too!

Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Contact Your Sales 
Representative Today.

508-764-4325

Bay Path Practical Nursing students 
complete dementia care training course

CHARLTON —The entire 
Practical Nursing Class of 2023 
at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy completed the eight-
hour Dementia Care Training 
Course recently and all became 
Dementia Care Certified.

In the photo above is 
Professor Cheryl Cahill, MSN 
Ed, RN (far left) of Oxford, who 
facilitated the course along 
with members of the 2023 
cohort. Professor Cahill wel-
comed the PN 2023 cohort and 
lead the crucial education and 
training for Dementia Care. 
The Dementia Care training 
modules meet the requirement 
for the one-time course on 
the diagnosis, treatment, and 
care of patients with cognitive 
impairments, including, but 
not limited to, Alzheimer’s and 

dementia. Professor Cahill’s 
experience and successful 
stint as a staff nurse, pediat-
ric emergency room (2006-2015) 
and staff nurse, adult emergen-
cy room at UMass Memorial 
Medical Center is recognized.

“We are pleased to recognize 
Professor Cahill’s expertise and 
effectiveness in teaching,” said 
Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, 
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN Academy 
Director. “Professor Cahill 
is among the most respected 
faculty and is a trusted advi-
sor and mentor to students 
and alumni alike. Leading the 
Dementia Care training for 
the PN Class of 2023 solidifies 
Professor Cahill’s commitment 
to practical nursing education, 
we are grateful and value her 
time, practice, and experi-

ence.”
Professor Cahill expressed 

how everyone at Bay Path is 

“lucky to have the opportunity 
to influence future nurses as 
we strive to provide the high-

est level of practical nursing 
education.”

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College (QCC) and UniCare 
are partnering to improve communi-
ty health, beginning with offering free 
yoga classes to the Worcester communi-
ty on Friday, Sept. 30 and Saturday, Oct. 
1.The classes will be held at 9 a.m. both 
days at the QCC soccer field at 670 West 
Boylston Street in Worcester and are 
open to all. UniCare is a Massachusetts-
based health company providing access 
to healthcare for nearly 200,000 state 
and municipal workers across the 
Commonwealth.

“The partnership between 
Quinsigamond Community College and 
UniCare will benefit our campus and 
the Worcester community, as well as 
our students,” said QCC President Dr. 
Luis G. Pedraja. “Health and mental 
well-being go hand-in-hand with stu-
dent success. Yoga is a way to help 
people reduce stress and mental ten-
sion, while also getting in good physical 
shape.”

“As part of our mission to improve 
the whole health of our members and 
the community, we’re thrilled to team 

up with Quinsigamond Community 
College to offer these free yoga class-
es in Worcester,” said David Morales, 
general manager of UniCare. “Yoga 
is a great way to improve fitness and 
overall health, and we look forward to 
partnering with QCC again on opportu-
nities to help strengthen the health of 
the Worcester community.”

“College-corporate partnerships like 
this one enable the College to expand 
services among our campus community 
as well as our surrounding neighbor-
hoods. It helps us to connect directly 

with the population we serve, while we 
support UniCare in expanding wellness 
programs throughout our communi-
ty, promoting healthy living,” Pedraja 
said.

The classes will be taught by Kate 
Dalrymple, the owner and operator 
of Kula Yoga & Barre in Worcester. The 
first 20 attendees to register and attend 
each day will receive a free UniCare-
branded yoga mat (one per person) and 
a QCC water bottle. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit yogain-
ourcommunity.com.

Quinsigamond Community College, UniCare 
partner to improve community health

Cornerstone Bank promotes Chelsea 
Prizio to VP, Credit Manager

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, 
a community bank with 10 locations 
throughout Central Massachusetts, 
is announcing the promotion of long-
time employee, Chelsea Prizio, to Vice 
President, Credit Manager. Prizio, a res-
ident of Warren, began her career in 2006 
as a part-time teller while still attending 
college, and worked her way up through 
the deposit operations and commercial 
credit departments.

“Long-term employees like Chelsea 
are so valued at our organization,” 
said Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd 
Tallman. “We are very proud of her 
growth over the years and her commit-
ment to making Cornerstone Bank a 
great place for the community to do their 
banking and our employees to work.”

Prizio is a graduate of Western New 

England University with a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting. She has held a 
variety of positions within the institu-
tion including analyst, senior analyst, 
credit manager, and assistant vice pres-
ident.

“I’ve learned a lot with each posi-
tion I’ve held throughout my career at 
Cornerstone,” said Prizio. “I look for-
ward to using this experience to further 
develop our robust credit team, seam-
lessly integrating it into the lending 
department and leveraging technology 
to provide the best possible customer 
service. I also feel strongly about foster-
ing internal growth and helping others 
advance in their career paths, because 
that’s how I got to where I am today.”

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, 

born of a long history of supporting the 
community, and

providing a strong foundation to help 
people and businesses thrive. Serving 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence 
and community-based banking model 
enables a unique ability to deliver out-
standing service, with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone provides the highest level 
of service and expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and community organiza-
tions with branch locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts. Cornerstone 
works to connect customers with oppor-
tunities, through a broad range of depos-
it and loan products, and services. Built 
on Trust is not just a tagline, but also 
one of our guiding corporate values. 
Whether a business or personal partner-

ship, Cornerstone stands on the founda-
tion that relationships are built on trust. 
To learn about Cornerstone Bank’s per-
sonal and business banking offerings, 
please visitcornerstonebank.com or call 
800-939-9103.

Chelsea Prizio
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Leicester Harvest Fair draws thousands
LEICESTER — Guests couldn’t have 

asked for better weather at the town’s 
annual Harvest Fair last Saturday, 
which drew thousands of festival enthu-
siasts from throughout the area.

The Sept. 17 fair featured musical per-
formers; craft vendors; agricultural and 
seasonal exhibits; appearances from 
local organizations; and the always 
popular horse wagon rides around the 
Town Common. 

Guests were also treated to games, 
raffles, food, pumpkin decorating, and 
plenty of other activities throughout 
the day.

Event organizers thank all Leicester 

students and other volunteers who 
assisted vendors with setting up their 
products. First responders and other 
town leaders and departments are also 
thanked for their efforts in making the 
event a success. The fire department 
once again enjoyed a strong presence 
at the festival, organizing several fun 
activities for kids and families.

The library, school department, police 
department, and other organizations 
and departments were also well-rep-
resented. Meanwhile, the Leicester 
Women’s Club and town sports leaders 
also helped guests enjoy a fun day on 
the Common.

Photos Kevin Flanders

 Kayla Daigneault, left, and Shauna O’Brien represent Birch and Honey Creations.

Leicester Police Chief Ken Antanavica enjoys the morning with members of the Leicester 
Women’s Club. 

Members of the Leicester Fire Department enjoy their day on the Common. 

Musical entertainment was provided throughout the

 Leicester Public Library Director Suzanne Hall greets guests. 

Leicester Firefighters Association President Ryan Plante teams up with Sparky the Fire Dog 
to educate local youngsters on fire safety.

Sarah Edgington and Mustapha Chreim, of Worcester, welcome guests to their booth.

If it’s important 
to you, It’s 

important to us.
StonebridgePress.com
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JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers. Call 508-764-4325

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 9/30/22. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 AutoSummer

�is section reaches 47,000 households 
in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

 Call 508-764-4325
 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 

for more information

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

GUTTERS
• Cleanings 
• Repairs  
• Installations 
508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp
Licensed & Insured

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY & 

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls, 

New Roofs, Construction 
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done? 
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

KITCHENS
Finishing Touch

HARDWOOD
FLOOR
COMPANY

REMODELS
KITCHENS!

fin
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ng
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oo
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oo
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m

Charlton, MA | 508-248-4224

Give your 
home the 
Finishing 
Touch!

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 30 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control
Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRYAPPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service

Black Diamond 
Lawn Care

Professional work 
at prices beating 
the competition!

Cleanups
Mowing •Plowing

Mulching
Hedge Trimming

Patios, Etc…

Seth Goudreau
774.402.4694

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Experienced & Ambitious

Lawn Care

PAINTING

Scott Vangel 
P ainting

P remium 
Quality at 

A ffordable Rates

413-320-2946

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Biggest Selection of Marble, 
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs 
to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

BUY
FACTORY
DIRECT
& SAVE

FALL
SALE
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To the Editor:
Six years ago, I reached out to the vot-

ers of Spencer and East Brookfield and 
asked for their support in my candida-
cy for a seat on the school committee. 
I was extremely concerned about the 
direction in which the school district 
was headed under the administration 
and some of the school committee mem-
bers at that time. The voters agreed, 
and in May of 2016, they came out in 
record numbers, and Jason Monette 
and I overwhelmingly won that elec-
tion. We knew that the changes we 
wanted to see were not going to happen 
overnight. Much harm had been done 
to our school district, financially and 
educationally. Students and staff were 
leaving in record numbers, and due to 
many contract violations, our legal fees 
were at an all time high. When I left the 
school committee this past May, the 
school district was financially sound, 
enrollments were starting to head back 
up, communication between the school 
district and Selectmen and Finance 
Committees of both towns was much 
improved and overall I felt that the 
school district was headed in a very 
positive direction. Unfortunately, the 
reputation of our school district suf-

fered terribly during those previously 
mentioned years, and there is a small 
group of people who continue to use 
social media as a tool to criticize the 
school district. Those of you who aren’t 
actively involved may believe some 
of the false information you read and 
may be confused by the dollar amounts 
thrown at you, many of which are not 
factual.

As you read this, I am asking for 
your support again, this time not for 
myself, but on behalf of The Committee 
to Support the DPHS Project. There 
probably will be many more letters 
published today, some in support and 
some in opposition. I ask that you not 
be fooled by false information and made 
up numbers that may be presented to 
you by those in opposition. You will 
also hear many complaints about poor 
building maintenance, which will be 
used as an excuse as to why this project 
shouldn’t be approved. My response to 
that remains the same…. Why should 
our students suffer because of main-
tenance issues? Doesn’t it make more 
sense to come together as the tax payers 
of the towns, become actively involved 
and work together to address this issue 
rather than fighting each other? That 

is how a successful community works!
Probably the saddest thing I heard 

at the September 14th Spencer Towm 
Meeting was a statement made by a 
woman who said, “This is just Spencer, 
we aren’t Wellesley, our kids don’t need 
a state of the art building”. Is that how 
you feel, that “this is just Spencer”? I 
love Spencer, i don’t think of it as “just 
Spencer”, and I agree with the young 
father who stood up after her and said, 
“This might not be Wellesley, but my 
kids deserve the same education as they 
get”.  agree because that is what I want 
for my four grandchildren, for your 
children and grandchildren ,and for all 
the future generations of children to 

VIEWPOINT
OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS
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25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com
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FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER
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To the Editor:
I have noticed that there are 

presently 19 volunteer positions in 
Spencer that need to be filled. It would 
seem that there must be 19 people who 
would be willing to step up, out of the 
thousands of residents. 

When you volunteer, you will prob-
ably meet some pretty interesting peo-
ple and might learn about something 
new. It is a joy to get involved.  It 
reminds me of the saying, “To whom 

much is given, much is expected.” It is 
also the responsibility of the adminis-
tration to say thank you to those who 
give their time and energy. There is 
a neighboring town that has a dinner 
for all of the volunteers each year. 
What a great idea, and very doable. 

Thank you to all who already give so 
much to move our town forward.

CAROL MCPHERSON
SPENCER

To whom much is given, 
much is expected

To the Editor:
Because Massachusetts will be 

electing a new Governor via these 
upcoming midterm elections, these 
elections may have more impact on 
us than the 2024 Presidential elec-
tions will. Now that the Primaries 
are over, it will be ether Democrat 
Maura Healey or Republican Geoff 
Diehl as our new Governor. For a 
list of these candidates’ positions on 
numerous issues on the minds of vot-
ers, go to insidewith.com > candidates 
> Maura Healy or Geoff Diehl and 
you will see the difference. One is 
clearly “Big Government” and one 
“Limited Government.” This will help 
you clearly understand what you’re 
voting for. If you like big government 
Maura is your girl. I suggest we will 
be much better off with Geoff Diehl. 
Think about it — government has no 
competition and therefor is inherent-
ly inefficient. Conversely if you can 
keep activities in the private sector, 
subject to the competition that drives 
efficiency, you get a much better bang 
for your buck. Don’t stay home!

While I’m a great believer in free 
markets, free enterprise, and competi-
tion, I also recognize we need laws and 
regulations to govern these activities. 
Without rules the desire to succeed 
drives people to unscrupulous behav-
ior. Imagine football games without 
rules; there would be a lot of broken 
bones. But aggressive talented play-
ers not referees are what make the 
game great. It’s the same thing in 
business; aggressive, talented busi-
nesspeople, not government, make the 

great economy and standard of living 
in the United States. We need limited 
government to establish only neces-
sary and reasonable rules and then 
get out of the way so we can play the 
game. In a government managed soci-
ety, the lowest common denominator 
becomes the standard and it doesn’t 
work. See “socialism-didn’t-work-in-
Sweden-and-it-wont-work-in-Amer-
ica”. Don’t be fooled by politicians 
promoting government programs.

On the federal level, these midterms 
may not provide us with the option 
to change the President but they will 
have a great impact on the current 
Democrat administration and con-
gress and their programs. Try as they 
might to blame anyone and anything 
for the problems they have created, its 
clear their policies of shutting down 
fossil fuel energy sources are at the 
heart of all the inflation problems we 
are experiencing. Then we have this 
idiotic issue of the southern border. 
This is beyond foolish; this is criminal 
and doing great harm to the country. 
These issues after issue are damag-
ing this country and the vast major-
ity of them are a result of liberal big 
government Democrat policies. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to vote to turn 
the tide away from big government 
towards free markets, free enterprise, 
and competition that are the backbone 
of our great country. Business creates 
prosperity, government consumes it.

LEONARD IVEL
LEICESTER

Business creates prosperity, not big 
government

EDITORIAL

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Winter may 
be coming, but 
don’t despair
So often, people strive to become hap-

pier by doing this, or obtaining that; 
however, sometimes it’s what we give 
up that makes us more content.  With 
the fast drop in temperatures, down into 
the 30’s we know winter is coming. (For 
those of you out there who are fans of 
the “Game of Thrones” books or televi-
sion franchise, you’re welcome for the 
reference.)

For longtime New England residents, 
winter is a dreaded season.  It’s not so 
much the snow, as it is the frigid tem-
peratures and high cost of fuel.  We hap-
pen to enjoy the fall and winter seasons 
but for those who are having glum feel-
ings about the colder weather, or even 
for those who love all weather, we have 
some tips on some things you can toss, 
to create more happiness in your world. 

One thing you can say ‘be gone’ to is 
the idea that you have to always have a 
positive outlook on any given situation.  
If you try to avoid negative feelings 
all of the time, you’re not creating a 
healthy space for when you are truly 
happy.  If you need to vent, do it.  If 
you’re upset and need to cry into a bowl 
of ice cream, have at it.  It is your over-
all life satisfaction that matters.  

Minimize your time on social media.  
Remember the days when you didn’t 
know what your friends, family or even 
celebrities were doing every second of 
the day?  Those were blissful times.  
The only way we knew what someone 
was up to was to pick up the phone, 
wait for the dial tone, and make that 
call.  We’re not sure we ever inquired 
about what our friends were eating.  
All of that unnecessary knowledge is 
overwhelming at times, and simply put, 
unnecessary.  One study showed that 
the more time people spend on social 
media, the more depressed they are.  
When we spend too much time online 
we know that we are wasting time. The 
idea of wasting time can inflict a feeling 
of depression on anyone who is typi-
cally highly motivated and energetic.  
Documenting every aspect of your life 
can be exhausting and takes away from 
the actual experience.  If you order a 
rack of lamb, just enjoy every bit of it 
without feeling the need to share it with 
the world.  Your experiences will be 
more fulfilling overall.  

Don’t compare yourself to others.  We 
are fans of the phrase ‘No one is you, 
and that is your power.’ People have 
been comparing themselves to others 
since the dawn of time.  The idea of 
keeping up with the Joneses is outdat-
ed.  Don’t do that.  Love the idea that the 
person sitting next to you or walking 
down the street is nothing like you.  

Keep likeminded company.  If you 
have friends who are Eeyore like or 
always seem to be complaining, less 
is more.  We don’t have time in our 
precious lives to listen to chronic com-
plaining.  At the end of your life, do you 
want to think to yourself, ‘Wow I spent 
so much time listening to people com-
plain?’  We’re guessing you don’t. 

Have realistic goals.  If you start with 
lower expectations and grow from there 
your success rate in reaching your high-
er goals will be greater and less stressful 
to obtain.  

Turn To EDITORIAL page A9

Photo Courtesy Melinda O’Connor  

David Prouty High School stu-
dents gathered recently to show 
their support for the renovation 
project.

SHOW OF 
SUPPORT

You may have heard that you can sim-
plify your investment strategy just by 
owning index-based or passive invest-
ments. But is this a good idea? You’ll 
want to consider the different aspects of 
this type of investment style.

To begin with, an index-based invest-
ment is a vehicle such as a mutual fund 
or an exchange-traded fund (ETF) that 
mimics the performance of a market 
benchmark, or index — the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average, the S&P 500, and so 
on. (An ETF is similar to a mutual fund 
in that it holds a variety of investments 
but differs in that it is traded like a com-
mon stock.) You can also invest in index 
funds that track the bond market.

Index investing does 
offer some benefits. Most 
notably, it’s a buy-and-
hold strategy, which is 
typically more effective 
than a market-timing 
approach, in which 
individuals try to buy 
investments when their 
prices are down and sell 
them when the prices 
rise. Attempts to time 
the market this way are 
usually futile because 
nobody can really pre-
dict when high and low 

points will be reached. Plus, the very 
act of constantly buying and selling 
investments can generate commissions 
and fees, which can lower your overall 
rate of return. Thus, index investing 
generally involves lower fees and is con-
sidered more tax efficient than a more 
active investing style.

Also, when the financial markets are 
soaring, which happened for several 
years until this year’s downturn, index-
based investments can certainly look 
pretty good — after all, when the major 
indexes go up, index funds will do the 
same.

Conversely, during a correction, 
when the market drops at least 10% 
from recent highs, or during a bear 
market, when prices fall 20% or more, 
index-based investments will likely fol-
low the same downward path.

And there are also other issues to 
consider with index-based investments. 
For one thing, if you’re investing with 
the objective of matching an index, you 
may be overlooking the key factors that 
should be driving your investment deci-
sions — your goals and your risk toler-
ance. An index is a completely imper-
sonal benchmark measuring the perfor-
mance of a specific set of investments 
— but it can’t be a measuring stick of 
your own progress.

Furthermore, a single index, by defi-
nition, can’t be as diversified as the type 
of portfolio you might need to achieve 
your objectives. For example, the S&P 
500 may track a lot of companies, but 
they’re predominantly large ones. And 
to achieve your objectives, you may 
need a portfolio consisting of large- and 
small-company stocks, bonds, govern-
ment securities and other investments. 
(Keep in mind, though, that while diver-
sification can give you more opportu-
nities for success and can reduce the 
effects of volatility on your portfolio, 
it can’t guarantee profits or prevent all 
losses.)

Ultimately, diversifying across differ-
ent types of investments that align with 
your risk tolerance and goals — regard-
less of whether they track an index — is 
the most important consideration for 
your investment portfolio. Use this idea 
as your guiding principle as you jour-
ney through the investment world.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

Should you 
stick with 
index-based
investments?

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

TREVOR
NIELSON

Listen to the facts, not the fiction

Turn To BERTHIAUMEpage A9
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To the Editor:
Recently, I went to an ophthalmology 

scientist, my eye doctor. I see her once 
a year. After an examination and tests, 
she advises and assists me with my eye 
care, both good habits like eating green 
salads and walnuts (best enjoyed in the 
ice cream at Ronnie’s and the Black 
and White) and corrective action, like 
eyeglasses

A couple months before that, I met 
with a gerontology scientist, my doc-
tor. He specializes in the care aging 
people like me, my sisters, and cousins.  
He also advises on  good habits like lots 
of exercise and corrective action like 
medicines and other treatments.  

My sisters, cousins, and I, all in our 
eighth decade, have lived in a time of 
good fortune, as have most other peo-
ple. 100 or more years ago, without the 
research results that medical scientists 
have produced, my sisters, cousins and 
I would likely have died long ago. 

One of the reasons that we all got 
healthier and live longer was the 
Industrial Revolution that began 
around  200 years ago.  Since then, we 
have produced and made use of med-
icines,  treatments, vaccines (like the 
ones for polio and Covid), and knowl-
edge and applications of good public 

health practices. All this scientific  
research and medical applications  
have added an added an average  of 50 
years to our life span - from the 20s  to 
the 70s.

However, since  the Industrial 
Revolution we  have not kindly cared 
for  for  Mother Earth and the cli-
mate that surrounds her. Especially 
since the 1990’s our U.S. and  Earth 
and Climate Scientists have warned 
us the condition of Planet Earth 
and its  climate has gotten worse. 
However, we and politicians including 
the two Bushes, Clinton and Obama 
(until his last years) did far too little 
to prevent her pollution and climate 
decline. Republican President Nixon 
proved the exception, establishing the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(which President Trump trashed and 
corrupted).

Likewise, many corporations who 
polluted the environment for finan-
cial benefit loudly and broadly claimed 
that they were not harming the envi-
ronment – when they were (and are). 

Sometimes, we can see, smell, and 
feel pollution. It was easy, for exam-
ple,  to see pollution in a  river -  I will 
always remember what the French 
River in Rochdale looked like after 

the 1956 hurricane or what its’ weed 
choked ponds look like today. 

Often however, climate change was 
not so visible. However, recently that 
has changed;  rising seas on Cape Cod, 
raging forest fires and  growing water 
shortages in the West, wetter, more 
severe storms like Hurricane Sandy, 
and higher and higher temperatures.

However even more importantly, 
our Earth and Climate scientists tell 
us  that whatever we begin to do now, 
climate change and pollution will get 
worse and worse for our children and 
grandchildren - even if we begin to take 
better care of Mother Earth , in the best 
case it will take years and years to slow 
down the harm we commit and repair 
the damages we cause.  

From 1917 to 2021, of course, former 
President Trump and his administra-
tion tried to undo Nixon’s and other’s 
good works by cancelling over 100 
environmental and climate protection 
rules and laws, replacing committed 
staff with the corrupt and  corporate 
lobbyists, and withdrawing from glob-
al environment and climate control 
efforts strongly recommended by over 
99% of our Earth and Climate scien-
tists . 

These “doctors” see a severely ill 

planet. Likewise they know the pri-
mary cause of the illness – pollution 
caused by far too much use of fossil 
fuels. They also  know the treatment, 
greatly reducing the use of fossil fuels 
especially for transporting people and 
goods. Engineer and economic “sci-
entists” tell us, with investment this 
can be done quickly, well, and with 
economic growth.

Those whose wealth and “MAGA” 
politics depends on fossil fuels will 
resist and lie and say that like Nixon’s 
Environmental Protection Agency, we 
do not need the Earth and Climate 
saving programs and investments 
just approved by Congress. However 
Mother Earth and her scientists keep 
showing us the truth both about what 
can  happen to our children and grand-
children and how we can prevent it 

I have had many, many,  happy days 
and evenings in Spencer. None have 
made me happier than last Wednesday 
evening when by a large majori-
ty Spencer voters, young and old, 
approved funding for improving and 
expanding David Prouty High School.  

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER

Assessing America, Part 3: A healthy climate and a preserved environment

Forgive others.  This one is extremely 
hard.  However, forgiving those who 
have hurt you is key to feeling relaxed 
and happy.  

Eating too much sugar can lead to 
depression.  Balance in your meals has 
been scientifically proven to make peo-
ple happier.  More vegetables, more 
fiber and less processed food. 

Opt to spend your money on experi-
ences rather than things.  Experts say 
the satisfaction of an experience will 
last much longer. 

Lastly, choose good posture.  While 
sitting up you automatically feel more 
energetic and positive. Slouching can 
lead to feel nervous, sleepy, sluggish 
and fearful.  

A quote by Jim Rohn sums it up: 
“Happiness is not something you post-
pone for the future; it is something you 
design for the present.”   

EDITORIAL
continued from page A8

come….the best education we can give 
them.

Yes, our taxes will go up, but if you 
are a home owner, the value of your 
home will also go up. I, like many of 
you, am a retiree and live on a fixed 
income, but my husband and I will 

find a way to make it work because it’s 
worth it to us. I can’t think of a better 
reason to make a sacrifice!

Please do the right thing on Oct. 
4! Vote yes … listen to the facts, not the 
fiction.

Thank you.

MARTHA BERTHIAUME
CHAIRPERSON COMMITTEE TO
SUPPORT THE DPHS PROJECT

BERTHIAUME
continued from page A8

Good news from the Salmon River
This week’s report 

from the famous Salmon 
River was what everyone 
was waiting to hear. The 
river was loading up with 
King and Coho salmon 
last week, and the fish-
ing is considered epic! If 
you are planning a trip 
to the river, this would 
be a good time to go, even 
though salmon fishing will pretty much 
remain excellent for the next six weeks 
or so, as more and more salmon head 
upriver on their final destination to 
spawn. The lake is also providing some 
great fishing for salmon, brown trout 
and steelhead. Go online and click on” 
Fat Nancy’s” Tackle shop in Pulaski, 
for all of the latest information on salm-
on fishing and proper tackle to use.

Bear hunters are doing pretty well 
in harvesting some bear meat for the 
freezer, and keeping the pelts for rugs 
or other worthwhile parts of their 
bear. A report of a hunter harvesting 
a 900-pound bear in the Western part 
of Mass. was an incredible size ani-

mal, but not surprising, 
with all of the food that 
is available to them at 
this time of year. This 
week’s picture shows 
Ralph True, Jr. with his 
220—pound black bear 
he harvested in Newry, 
Maine this past week. He 
was using his 50 caliber 
Thompson black powder 

gun, to harvest his first ever black bear.
A two-and-a-half-pound white perch 

was weighed in at Jerry’s Bait & Tackle 
shop this past week from Wachusett 
Reservoir! Numerous largemouth bass 
were also reported last week from other 
bodies of water in the state. Stocking of 
trout by Mass. Fish & Wildlife is expect-
ed to start around Columbus Day, Oct. 
10. The extremally warm water tem-
peratures this year could delay stocking 
dates at some of the local lakes & ponds.

This past week, this writer and my 
fishing partner Matt fished Rhode 
Island waters for a change up from the 
Massachusetts waters. We were sur-
prised to see the ocean water tempera-

tures at 74 degrees. We had hoped to 
catch a few tautog, but only a couple of 
shorts were caught and released in five 
hours of fishing! We were kept busy 
catching seabass all morning, with our 
limit of fish caught early. It is unlikely 
a tautog had a chance to hit our crabs, 
with all of the seabass taking the crabs, 
as soon as the bait hit bottom.

The parking lot was full of cars and 
boat trailers by 7 a.m. at the Galilee boat 
ramp. Anglers were chasing false alba-
core all day, as schools of fish were con-
stantly moving. One frustrated angler 
we spoke with at the parking lot failed 
to catch a single false albacore. They 
are not great eating, but they are sure 
fun to catch.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending!

Photo Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Ralph True, Jr. 
with his 220—pound black bear he harvested 
in Newry, Maine this past week.

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Colorful mums for fall gardens and containers

Add a burst of fresh color to 
the fall landscape with mums. 
This traditional fall flower is 
still a favorite of many.  These 
fall beauties come in a wide 
range of colors and provide 
weeks of floral beauty. Mums 
are great in containers, the gar-
den, and cut flower bouquets. 
Fall just wouldn’t be the same 
without them.

When shopping for mums 
you may see them labeled as 
garden, perennial, gift, or flo-
rist mums. All these different 
names for plants that basical-
ly look alike can be confus-
ing. The answer lies in their 
response to day length, hardi-
ness, and use.

Mums set flowers based on 
day length. Growers can force 
them into bloom by covering 
them to create the shorter days 
that initiate flowering. Those 
grown as gift and holiday 
plants are often called florist 
mums. These usually require 
the longest periods of unin-

terrupted darkness or shorter 
days. When these mums are 
grown under natural daylight 
they usually don’t flower until 
late fall or early winter. These 
late bloomers are usually killed 
by cold temperature before or 
soon after the flowers appear 
in colder parts of the country.

Nurseries selling mums 
in full bloom in the fall often 
refer to them as garden mums. 
These may be perennial or “flo-
rist” mums forced to flower 
for fall displays. The intent is 
to use them as annuals. Set a 
pot on the steps, pop a plant in 
a vacant spot in the garden or 
combine them with other fall 
favorites.

Even if these garden mums 
are hardy and suited to your 
growing conditions, they may 
not survive the winter. Since 
all the energy of flowering 
fall-planted mums is directed 
to the flowers, little is left to 
establish a hardy robust root 
system.  If you have success 
overwintering your garden 
mum, feel free to brag. If your 
plants don’t survive or you 
don’t try, don’t worry. You are 
using them as a fall annual as 
they were intended.  This pro-
vides space for new plants in 
the spring and an opportunity 
to try a different color mum 
next fall.

Those mums sold as perenni-
als are hardy enough to survive 
the winter and flower in late 
summer or early fall, provid-
ing weeks of color in the gar-
den. They are often sold along-
side other perennials, labeled 
as perennials, or promoted as 
hardy for the area.  Increase 
your success by planting them 
in spring. This allows the plant 
time to develop a robust root 
system before it begins flower-
ing in the fall. This increases 
the plant’s ability to survive 
cold winter weather.

Increase overwintering suc-
cess of fall planted perennial 
mums with proper care. Make 
sure the plants receive suffi-
cient moisture throughout the 
remainder of the growing sea-
son and leave the plants intact 
in the garden for winter.  Those 
in colder climates may want 
to add winter mulch. Wait for 
the ground to freeze. Then 
cover with weed-free straw or 
evergreen boughs. Remove the 
mulch in spring as tempera-
tures hover near freezing or 
the plants begin to grow. Cut 
back the dead stems and wait 
for new growth to appear.

Whatever you call them, add 
a few mums to your fall dis-
play. You are sure to enjoy that 
last blast of color before winter 
arrives.

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening 
books, including the recently 
released Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” instant 

video and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment 
TV & radio program. Myers is 
a columnist and contributing 
editor for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Photo Melinda Myers

Mums mixed with ornamental grass in a fall garden.

TRUST YOUR NEIGHBORS ~ StonebridgePress.com
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To advertise in 
The Local Service 
Provider Directory

Contact June at 
508-909-4062

jsima@stonebridgepress.news

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

More Than Just Auto Body 
Full  Auto Body 

& Automotive Repair
 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 

Check Engine Light

Featuring:
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL
DETAILING

Inside & Out

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
Tree      Service

Over 50 years in business
Roger Lusignan ~ Owner

508.867.6016 ~ 508.867.7885
West Main St., Route 9

E. Brookfield, MA 01515

Got Dents?
We’ll get your car 

looking like new again!
All collision repairs

LUSIGNAN’S 
Auto Body

NO JOB TOO BIG 

OR TOO SMALL

AUTO BODY

We Sell 

Used Cars 
Too!

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

Alignment
$59.99

Oil Change
$24.95

A/C Recharge
$99.99

Synthetic 
Oil Change
$59.99

HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre

 Proprietor 

No Job or Problem 
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com

Fully Insured

Your Ad 
Here

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

FALL CLEAN-UP/CLEANOUTS
Baker Services

One Call 
Does It All

Dan Baker~Owner | 774-272-5341 
Spencer, MA 01562

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

Services Offered
Yard Cleaning • Grass Mowing • Gutter Cleaning 

Stone/Mulch Delivery & Install 
Junk Removal • Trash Removal • All Cleanouts

Fall Cleanup

Reliable & Affordable 
Commercial & Residential 

No Job Too Small

HANDYMAN

508-686-0336
Email: whatdayaneed@gmail.com

Jay Martinelli
MA HIC Reg #200253

Fully Insured

•  Install Subfloors, Ceramic Tile, 
Luxury Vinyl Glue Down, 
Floating Floors

•  Hang Pictures and Curtain Rods
•  Rot Repair, Exterior Trim, 

and Decks
•  Assemble Prefabricated Furniture
•  Pressure Wash
•  Yard Work, Spread Mulch, 

and Stone 
•  And much more! 

Just tell me What Da Ya Need.

•  Painting: Interior/Exterior
•  Refinish/Enhance Natural 

Wood Trim
•  Wall Repair, Patch, and   

Compound
•  Install Ceiling Fans, Light

Fixtures, Outlets, and 
Receptacles

•  Install Knobs, Door Knobs, 
and Dead Bolts

• Refinish Furniture, Cabinets,
 and Vanities

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $300/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

22 SM 002444
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:
Michael G. Spotts; Michele L. 
Spotts
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Spencer, numbered 26 Bay Path 
Road, given by Michael G. Spotts 
and Michele L. Spotts to East West 
Mortgage Company Inc., dated 
September 29, 2000, and recorded at 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 23062, Page 
143, as affected by Loan Modification 
Agreement dated June 2, 2009 and 
recorded at said Registry in Book 
48036, Page 1 as affected by Loan 
Modification Agreement dated January 
20, 2011 and recorded at said Registry 
in Book 48636, Page 237 as affect-
ed by Loan Modification Agreement 
dated July 28, 2016 and recorded at 
said Registry in Book 55743, Page 
4 as affected by Loan Modification 
Agreement dated May 13, 2019 and 
recorded at said Registry in Book 
60514, Page 102 and now held by the 
plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If 
you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer 
in this court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before October 17, 2022 or you may 
lose the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the grounds of noncom-
pliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 

Justice of said Court on August 30, 
2022.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
September 23, 2022

Notice of Public Hearing
Spencer Zoning Board of Appeals

Special Permit– Applicant: Brian Loch-
ner/ Owner: Robert Ortiz; Location: 
143 Main Street, Spencer Assessor’s 
Map U13-125. The applicant is seeking 
a Special Permit under Sections 4.3.20 
(Tattoo parlors or body piercing stu-
dios) of the Spencer Zoning Bylaw to 
operate a Tattoo Parlor. The property is 
in the Town Center (TC) zoning district.
September 23, 2022
September 30, 2022

Notice of Public Hearing 
Spencer Zoning Board of Appeals

Special Permit (Renewal) – Applicant/ 
Owner: Bond Construction Corp. Loca-
tion: Cranberry Meadow Road, Spen-
cer Assessor’s Map R09-1 & R09-2. 
The applicant is looking to renew their 
Special Permit under Sections 4.2 
(H.1) and 4.8.6 of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to continue a gravel removal op-
eration. The property is located in the 
Rural Residential zoning district. Spe-
cial Permit (Renewal) - Applicant/Own-
er: Leo Aucoin. Location: 89 Cranberry 
Meadow Road, Spencer Assessor’s 
Map R02-2-1. The applicant is looking 
to renew his Special Permit under Sec-
tions 4.2 (H.1) and 4.8.6 of the Spen-
cer Zoning Bylaw to continue a gravel 
removal operation. The property is lo-
cated in the Rural Residential zoning 
district.
September 23, 2022
September 30, 2022

Notice of Public Hearing 
Spencer Zoning Board of Appeals

At the Zoning Board of Appeals meet-
ing to be held on Tuesday, October 11, 
2022, in the McCourt Social Hall of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA, a public hearing will be 
held on the following items starting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as can 
be heard: 
Special Permit (Renewal) – Applicant/ 
Owner: Royal Crest Farm, Robert & 

Margaret Moschini; Location: 30 Howe 
Road, Spencer Assessor’s Map R023-
25. The applicant is looking to renew 
their Special Permit under Sections 4.2 
(H.1) and 4.8.6 of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to continue a gravel removal op-
eration. The property is located in the 
Rural Residential zoning district.
September 23, 2022
September 30, 2022

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by David E. Young to Mort-
gage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Quicken Loans 
Inc., dated May 24, 2013 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
51019, Page 323 of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present holder, 
by assignment from:
Mortgage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for Quicken 
Loans Inc., its successors and assigns 
to Quicken Loans Inc., recorded on No-
vember 29, 2018, in Book No. 59747, 
at Page 85 for breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing, the same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 1:00 PM on October 
21, 2022, on the mortgaged premises 
located at 18 Summit Street, Spencer, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
Land Situated in the County of Worces-
ter in the State of MA BEGINNING AT 
THE NORTHWESTERLY CORNER 
THEREOF,AT A STONE MONUMENT 
IN THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID 
STREET AND AT LAND FORMERLY 
OF ONE DUSTIN; THENCE S. 15 DE-
GREES 25’ E. BY SAID DUSTIN LAND, 
59 10/12 FEET TO LAND FORMERLY 
OF EDWARD E. GREEN; THENCE N. 
74 DEGREES 35’ E BY SAID GREEN 
LAND, 92.75 FEET TO LAND FOR-
MERLY OF ELLA M. SNOW; THENCE 
N. 15 DEGREES 25’ W. BY SAID 
SNOW LAND, 99 10/12 FEET TO 
SAID SOUTHERLY LINE OF SUMMIT 
STREET, THENCE WESTERLY BY 
SAID STREET LINE, 92.75 FEET TO 

THE PLACE OF BEGINNING. Com-
monly known as: 18 Summit Street, 
Spencer, MA 01562
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed 
recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 43127, Page 3.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit 
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all un-
paid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water 
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are in 
force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not 
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Five Thousand  ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank check will 
be required to be paid by the purchaser 
at the time and place of sale. The bal-
ance is to be paid by certified or bank 
check at Harmon Law Offices, P.C., 150 
California St., Newton, Massachusetts 
02458, or by mail to P.O. Box 610389, 
Newton Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty (30) days 
from the date of sale.  Deed will be pro-
vided to purchaser for recording upon 
receipt in full of the purchase price. The 
description of the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall control in the 
event of an error in this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A 
QUICKEN LOANS, LLC F/K/A QUICK-
EN LOANS INC.
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
21772
September 23, 2022
September 30, 2022
October 7, 2022

LEGALS
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“We are thrilled to have received 
the support from Spencer and East 
Brookfield on the building project,” 
said Spencer-East Brookfield Regional 
School District Superintendent Paul 
Haughey. “Since June of 2019, we as a 
School Building Committee have been 
working with Colliers, Jones Whitsett, 
and the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority to get to this point in time.”

Added Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School Committee member 
Jason Monette, “I would like to thank 
the community members of both towns 
who came out to the Special Town 
Meetings. Their support and input have 
been greatly appreciated throughout 
this entire process.” 

On Tuesday, Oct. 4, both Spencer and 
East Brookfield will hold separate spe-
cial elections. A ballot question will be 
presented to voters in each community, 
asking whether they support funding 

the DPHS project in the form of a debt 
exclusion.

Built in the 1960s, DPHS suffers from 
numerous problems, including issues 
with mechanical, electrical, and plumb-
ing systems; roof and accessibility 
issues; and outdated classrooms and 
equipment. In early March, the school 
was closed for several days following 
a burst heating pipe that caused steam 
and water damage. 

If the addition-renovation project is 
approved by voters at the elections, 
the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority (MSBA) would cover $46.8 
million, while the towns would be 
responsible for the remaining $64.8 mil-
lion.

If passed as a debt exclusion for each 
community, the project would raise the 

residential tax rate by $2.42 in East 
Brookfield and $2.57 in Spencer.

The Oct. 4 election in Spencer will 
take place from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Spencer Memorial Town Hall (157 Main 
St., Spencer).

The Oct. 4 election in East Brookfield 
will take place from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the East Brookfield Memorial Town 
Complex.

“Thank you to everyone who has 
shared their concerns with us along the 
way. Your input and feedback helped 
our School Building Committee make 
the necessary adjustments to get to this 
point,” Haughey added. “This special 
election is important, and we ask that 
everyone take the time to please get out 
and vote on Tuesday, Oct. 4, in your 
respective community.”

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Jehnya Thomas 
 Age: 9

Hi! My name is Jehnya 
and I love to sing and dance! 

Jehnya is a sweet and energetic girl of 
African American descent. Some of her 
favorite hobbies include singing, danc-
ing, and playing dress-up. She also likes 
to watch videos and play games on her 
iPad. Jehnya is a motivated learner and 
enjoys going to school. She also attends 
an after-school program. She is inquis-
itive and enjoys spending one on one 
time with others. 
Jehnya is legally free for adoption and 
will need to maintain regular contact 
with her older brother. Jehnya would 
thrive in a home with patient caregivers 
who understand trauma. She also needs 

a family who will use positive reinforcement and provide Jehnya will love and 
nurturance. The ideal family for Jehnya would be a two-parent home with at 
least one female caretaker. It would also be best for Jehnya to be an only 
child, but her social worker is open to considering older siblings on an individ-
ualized basis. Jehnya has expressed that she would like to be placed with an 
African American family. 

 https://www.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/7274  

Can I Adopt? 
 If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t 
have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massa-
chusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help 
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at (617) 964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. Start the process today and give a waiting child a permanent place 
to call home.

OBITUARIES
EAST BROOKFIELD- Fred R. 

Schofield, of East Brookfield, passed 
away unexpectedly on September 10, 
2022. He was 81 and loved life. 

He was born in 
Worcester, son of 
Florence A. Schofield 
and Russell D. 
Schofield. He grad-
uated from Bentley 
College, followed 
by a lifetime career 
in Accounting and 
Finance. He was an 

avid sportsman and enjoyed the out-
doors. He loved being with his family 
and taking care of his home and yard. 
He was an enthusiastic member of the 
North Brookfield Sportsmen’s Club and 
enjoyed volunteering at many events in 
the company of his fellow members. He 
served his town in many capacities.

He is survived by his loving wife 
Arlene Schofield; daughters Linda 

Perkins (Howard), Paula Skelly (Jon), 
and Deb Graupner (Pete “Hobie”); 
grandchildren Kevin Perkins, Colby 
Graupner, and William Skelly; broth-
er-in-law Richard Handverger, nieces 
Lisa Norman and Rachel Bryant and 
nephew Karl Handverger; many great 
grandchildren, great nieces and great 
nephews. He was predeceased by his 
sister Janice Handverger, a daughter 
Amanda (Donna) Schofield and his 
grandson Bryan Perkins.

Friends and family were invited 
to attend calling hours on Thursday, 
September 15,2022 from 5-7PM in 
Pillsbury Funeral Home 44 Gilbert 
St. North Brookfield. The funer-
al for Fred was held on Friday with 
a Mass at 10:00AM in St. John the 
Baptist Church 131 Blaine Ave. East 
Brookfield. Burial will be private for 
the family in Evergreen Cemetery in 
East Brookfield.

Fred R. Schofield, 81
SPENCER- Laura G. (Pion) 

Bouvier, 95, of Howe Village, died 
Friday, Sept. 16 in St. Vincent 
Hospital after a brief illness.

She was the wife of 
Reginald H. Bouvier 
who died in 1990. 
She leaves her son; 
Wayne R. Bouvier 
and his wife Lori of 
No. Brookfield, her 
daughter; Linda M. 
Prouty and her hus-
band Matthew of 

Worcester, her brother; Paul Pion 
of Maine, and her sister; Pauline 
Zalauskas of Spencer, two grand-
children; Erica Hillman and Shaun 
Bouvier, 5 great grandchildren; 
Kassidy, Nathan, Zachary, Ryan and 
Morgan, several nieces and neph-
ews. She is predeceased by her broth-
ers; Joseph, Frank, Wallace, Donald 
and Norman Pion and Raymond 
Dion, her sisters; Lorraine Gorman, 
Rita Harder and Evelyn Hebert.

She was a member of Mary, 
Queen of the Rosary Parish.
She was born in E. Brookfield, the daugh-
ter of Frank and Mary (Mitchell) Pion.
In her retirement years she enjoyed 
spending time with her grandchil-
dren, Trips to Cape Cod and trav-
eling with her sisters. She especial-
ly enjoyed the company of her four 
legged friends Casper and Angel.
Her funeral was held on Tuesday, 
Sept. 20 with a Funeral Mass at 10 a.m. 
in Our Lady of the Rosary Church, 
7 Church St., Spencer. Friends and 
family are asked to go directly to 
the church. Burial will follow in 
Worcester County Memorial Park, 
Paxton. Calling hours are private. 
In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to Second Chance 
Animal Services, P.O. Box 136, E. 
Brookfield, MA 01515. The J.HENRI 
MORIN &amp; SON FUNERAL 
HOME, 23 Maple Terr., Spencer is 
directing arrangements for the family.
www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Laura G. Bouvier, 95

LEICESTER: Nancy (Sprague) Smith, 
89, a former resident of Leicester and 
Spencer, passed away on September 17, 
2022, at Notre Dame Long Term Care 

and Rehabilitation 
Center in Worcester 
after a period of 
declining health. She 
is predeceased by her 
husband of 45 years, 
Roland F. Smith, Jr.
She is survived by 
two sons, Robert 
and his wife Susan 

of Leicester, and David and his wife 
Catherine of Millbury; four grandchil-
dren she cherished and was so proud of, 
Margaret, Nicole, Megan, and Timothy; 
two great grandchildren, Christopher, 
and Bennett; and a niece Caron
Forsberg of Carson City, Nevada.
Nancy was born in Worcester, the 
only child of Myron and Gladys 
(Baldwin) Sprague. She lived most 
of her life in Leicester and was 
active for many years with the 
Leicester Women’s Club, Leicester 
Historical Commission, and the First 
Congregational Church of Leicester.
Nancy was a graduate of Leicester 

High School and Boston University. 
She began her career as the secretary 
to the president of the former Persons-
Majestic Mfg. Company, before later 
retiring to raise her children, while also 
managing the administrative functions 
of her husband’s electrical contract-
ing business. She also enjoyed hosting 
family and friends at the family’s sum-
mer cottage on Stiles Lake, Spencer.
Funeral services and interment in Pine 
Grove Cemetery, Leicester will be pri-
vate. There are no calling hours. Nancy 
spent the last three years receiving 
care and comfort at the Notre Dame
Long Term Care Center. The family 
greatly appreciates the compassion and 
commitment of the staff which meant 
so much to Nancy and impacted her in 
such a positive way. In lieu of flowers 
memorial contributions may be made 
to Notre Dame Long Term Care Center, 
Patient ActivityFund, 559 Plantation 
St. Worcester, MA 01605 or to the chari-
ty of your choice.

The MORIN FUNERAL HOME, 1131 
Main St., Leicester is directing arrange-
ments for the family.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Nancy (Sprague) Smith, 89Richard “Dick” Batchelor. Dick 
passed on September 6,2022 at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital in Worcester, MA. 
He was born January 20th 1938 in 
North Brookfield, the son of James and 
Madeline Batchelor.

He graduated from 
North Brookfield 
High School, class 
of 1956. Following 
he married his high 
school sweetheart, 
Fay Smith Batchelor 
on September 12, 
1964. They celebrat-
ed 57 years together. 
He served the town of 
North Brookfield for 
41 years. Along that 
time he served on the 
NB Fire Department, 
Highway Department, 
and part time Police 
Officer. He served in 
the Army National 

Guard. He also served as the president 
of the Spencer Fair Association for 3 
years. He was an avid sports fan, gar-
dener, and dedicated family man.

In addition to his parents, he is pre-
deceased by his sister Rosemary Vik. 
Surviving in addition to his wife Fay 

Batchelor, are his sons Timothy and 
his, wife, Donna, of Connecticut; Todd 
and his, wife, Stephanie of Florida; 
five grandchildren Shauni, Ryan, 
Remington, Jaxson, and Drew; two 
great-grandchildren Emma and Grant; 
two brothers, Jimmy and his wife, 
Kay of Dallas, Texas; Marshall and his 
wife, Ann of Thompson Connecticut; 
one sister, Priscilla Cauvin of Barre 
Massachusetts; three brothers-in-law, 
Fred Smith and his wife, Ann-Marie 
of Barre; Donald Smith and his wife, 
Carol of North Brookfield; Robert Vik 
of New Hampshire; one sister-in-law 
Kathy Ridz and her husband, Don of
Monson; many nieces and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held on 
September 30th at 11am for family 
and close friends. The location will be 
Walnut Grove Cemetery. Those who 
wish to remember Dick in a special way 
may make donations in his memory to 
the North Brookfield Fire Department 
or Ambulance Rescue Squad.

Funeral Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the care of the Shaw-
Majercik Funeral Home.  A guest book 
is available at www.shaw-majercik.
com where you may offer condolences, 
share fond memories, or light a candle 
in remembrance of Richard.

Richard “Dick” Batchelor

PROJECT
continued from page A1

“The town of Brookfield 
never disappoints when 
it comes to volunteerism 
throughout the commu-
nity,” Berthiaume said. 
“This park renovation 
was just the latest exam-
ple of Brookfield’s resi-
dents stepping up to get 
a project done, and it was 
an honor to be there for 
the ribbon cutting.”

The additions and 
improvements to Lewis 
Field were funded 
through several sources. 
These include the PARC 
Grant Program run 
by the Massachusetts 
Department of 
Conservation Services;

the Jeppson Fund of 

the Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation; 
the Brookfield 
Community Club; the 
Brookfield Recreation 
Committee; Art and 
Elizabeth Jay; and the 
Brookfield Girl Scouts’ 
Silver Award project 
fundraiser.

Town officials thank 
everyone who came 
together to make the 
project possible. From 
municipal leaders to Girl 
Scout volunteers, several 
groups and individuals 
played a role in the effort.

“Once again, I had the 
pleasant occasion to see 
the great community val-
ues and efforts at work in 
Brookfield,” said Town 
Administrator Kelli 
Robbins. “This is a com-
munity that has repeat-

edly shown it can come 
together for the good 
of the children and the 
town. The hard work and 
efforts of those involved—
in all the different capac-
ities to improve and 
maintain Lewis Field—
is a prime example of 
Brookfield values.”
Lewis Recreational Field 
is located at 4 Main St. 
Residents and families 
are encouraged to check 
out the new additions for 
themselves this fall. 

In addition to the rib-
bon cutting ceremony, 
citations from Sen. Anne 
Gobi’s office were pre-
sented to the Brookfield 
Recreation Committee 
and the local Girl Scouts 
who participated in the 
Silver Award project.

LEWIS FIELD
continued from page A1

Christmas lights and 200 inflatables. It 
has become one of the largest home dis-
plays of Christmas lights in the entire 
state.

Hours of operation for the display are 
5-8 p.m. on Sunday through Thursday 
(holiday season only). Hours on Friday 
and Saturday evenings during the holi-

days are 5-9.
The display is open to the public. 

Guests are invited to park along the 
road safely, come walk around the prop-
erty, and experience Christmas lights 
with your family and friends. 

And don’t forget the special Santa 
visits taking place on weekend nights 
(5-9 p.m.). 

If you would like to learn more, check 
out the “Leicester Christmas Display” 
page on Facebook. 

LIGHTS
continued from page A1

If it’s important to you, 
It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com
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Spencer Police
 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
12:28-1:27 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 7:11 a.m.: medical/general 
(Browning Pond Road); 7:28 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Wire Village Road), 
loose dog; 8:02 a.m.: mv complaint 
(Norcross Road), speeding; 9:56 a.m.: 
accident (Paxton Road), report taken; 
12:17 p.m.: animal complaint (Adams 
Street), found small dog running loose; 
12:41 p.m.: 911 call (Main Street), mis-
dial; 12:59 p.m.: lost/found (Smithville 
Road), lost phone; 2:23 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), accidental; 2:48 
p.m.: animal complaint (Main Street), 
found two loose puppies; 2:54 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Mechanic Street), spo-
ken to; 3:54 p.m.: fire alarm (Maple 
Street), referred; 4:11 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Pleasant Street); 5:35 
p.m.: medical/general (Candlewood 
Drive); 5:39 p.m.: RV complaint (West 
Main Street), re: ATV in lot; 5:55 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (West Main Street), 
kids in store shooting pop gun; 6:09 
p.m.: larceny (Lake Street), re: stole 
pkg.; 7:22 p.m.: mv alarm (Main Street), 
services rendered; 8:26 p.m.: distur-
bance (Grove Street), disruptive male; 
8:38 p.m.: fire alarm (Maple Street), 
referred; 8:57 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Howe Road), investigated; 9:13 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (West Main Street), 
investigated; 9:17 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Sullivan Street), referred; 11:29 p.m.: 
disturbance (Main Street), re: doorbell 
being rung; (total daily mv stops – 4).

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
12:16 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 

Street), re: issue w/husband; 12:53-3:18 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 2:31 
a.m.: officer wanted (First Street), 
someone throwing rocks into “her 
lake”; 5:13 a.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 5:51 a.m.: mutual aid (Buteau 
Road), smoke near summer camp; 
6:18 a.m.: medical/general (Route 49); 
7:39 a.m.: medical/general (Chestnut 
Street); 8:32 a.m.: officer wanted (Rene 
Drive), locked in park; 8:49 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (North Spencer Road), req. 
welfare check; 10:05 a.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Pleasant Street); 
10:30 a.m.: restraining order service 
(Pleasant Street); 11:12 a.m.: mv com-
plaint (Main Street), items falling from 
trash truck; 12:47 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Wilson Avenue); 2:37 

p.m.: medical/general (Church Street); 
3:50 p.m.: mv complaint (Smithville 
Road), mvs speeding; 4:31 p.m.: acci-
dent (Pleasant Street), rep. of earlier 
accident; 4:41 p.m.: disturbance (West 
Main Street), req. emergency harass-
ment prevention order; 5:07 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Kingsbury Road); 5:20 
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
assist Framingham State U PD; 6:43 
p.m.: officer wanted (Smithville Road), 
txr of firearm; 7:55 p.m.: disturbance 
(Church Street), being harassed by 
neighbor; 8:48 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (West Main Street), phone issue; 
9:14 p.m.: fire alarm (Ash Street), 
referred; 10:12 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Mercury Drive), loose dog; 10:16 
p.m.: fraud (West Main Street), order 
charge to caller’s account; 10:17 p.m.: 
disabled mv (Mechanic Street), ser-
vices rendered; 11:14 p.m.: disturbance 
(Chestnut Street), noise complaint; 
11:59 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
(total daily mv stops – 0).

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
1:56 a.m.: fire alarm (Maple Street), 

referred; 2:24-2:33 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 3:59 a.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Grove Street), resolved; 7:18 
a.m.: residential alarm (Pine Avenue), 
services rendered; 7:57 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Kingsbury Road), wind-
shield hit by golf ball; 8:53 a.m.: fraud 
(Chickering Road), rep. wire fraud; 9:05 
a.m.: medical/general (Donnelly Cross 
Road); 10:59 a.m.: disabled mv (West 
Main Street), resolved; 11:41 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Meadow Road), injured 
hawk; 2:50 p.m.: medical/general 
(McDonald Street); 2:52 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 3:46 p.m.: 911 
call (Valley Street), can’t get out of apt.; 
4:37 p.m.: disturbance (Church Street), 
re: property vandalized; 5:35 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Debbie Drive); 5:46 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Lake Street), loose 
dog; 8:02 p.m.: medical/general (Parent 
Street); 8:02 p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), re: flickering light on bldg.; 
10:23 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
(total daily mv stops – 0).

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
1:13-2:03 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 5:07 a.m.: medical/general 
(Church Street); 5:46 a.m.: fire alarm 
(Maple Street), referred; 7:05 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Laurel Lane), poss. 
cows in distress; 9:26 a.m.: commercial 
alarm (North Spencer Road), services 
rendered; 10:06 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Maple Street), dead animal in road; 

10:39 a.m.: officer wanted (Browning 
Pond Road), req. assistance/retrieve 
belongings; 11:00 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Maple Street); 12:12 p.m.: med-
ical/general (McCormick Road); 
1:10 p.m.: RV complaint (Cranberry 
Meadow Road), ATV racing in area; 
1:30 p.m.: fire alarm (Meadow Road), 
referred; 3:00 p.m.: lost/found (West 
Main Street), lost/found debit card; 
3:40 p.m.: RV complaint (Cranberry 
Meadow Road), in area of sand pit; 
5:03 p.m.: animal complaint (McDonald 
Street), loose dogs; 5:40 p.m.: distur-
bance (Main Street), noise complaint; 
5:46 p.m.: suspicious persons (Bixby 
Road), investigated; 5:51 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Bay Path Road), req. wel-
fare check; 6:27 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Lincoln Street); 6:33 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Howe Village); 7:39 p.m.: 
medical/overdose (Mechanic Street); 
9:25 p.m.: DPW call (Main Street), re: 
sewer issues; 11:16 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (McCormick Road); (total daily 
mv stops – 1).

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 
1:30 a.m.: residential alarm (Lincoln 

Street), services rendered; 2:03 a.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 2:30 
a.m.: medical/general (Maple Street); 
8:51 a.m.: animal complaint (Paxton 
Road), barking dogs; 9:05 a.m.: park-
ing violation (Chestnut Street), tick-
et issued; 2:04 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 2:49 p.m.: disturbance 
(Church Street), ongoing neigh-
bor issue; 3:25 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Lincoln Street); 3:29 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Bay Path Road), re: stray 
kitten; 6:41 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 7:10 p.m.: medical/
general (Chestnut Street); 7:25 p.m.: 
lost/found (Bixby Road); lost keys; 7:58 
p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), eggs 
being thrown at mvs; 8:12 p.m.: sus-
picious persons (Cranberry Meadow 
Road), investigated; 8:37 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 10:25 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 11:31 p.m.: medical/
general (Clark Terrace); (total daily 
mv stops – 4).

 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12   
1:10-1:30 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:33 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), re: haven’t heard fr. 
daughter; 6:09 a.m.: DPW call (Ash 
Street), no power; 8:40 a.m.: mutu-
al aid (West Main Street), Charlton 
PD bolo; 10:13 a.m.: DPW call (Main 
Street), raised manhole cover; 10:47 
a.m.: mv complaint (Route 49), errat-

ic operator; 11:52 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (West Main Street), loose goats; 
12:41 p.m.: officer wanted (Chickering 
Road), trying to locate daughter; 1:35 
p.m.: lost/found (Smithville Road), lost 
backpack; 1:53 p.m.: 911 call (Paxton 
Road), misdial; 2:14 p.m.: medical/
general (Lake Whittemore Drive); 3:34 
p.m.: officer wanted (Chestnut Street), 
poss. scam; 6:57 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), East Brookfield PD req. 
K9 unit; 7:39 p.m.: 911 call (Chestnut 
Street), misdial; 7:58 p.m.: residen-
tial fire (Pleasant Street), referred; 
8:02 p.m.: suspicious persons (Main 
Street), intox. male; 9:11 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 9:25 p.m.: medical/
general (Maple Street); 10:45 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), LTC 
change of address; (total daily mv stops 
– 3). 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
12:49-1:45 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 9:29 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Chestnut Street), services rendered; 
9:32 a.m.: animal complaint (Old Farm 
Road), re: missing cat; 10:01 a.m.: build-
ing checked, secure; 11:11 a.m.: fraud 
(Jones Street), Amazon scam; 11:26 
a.m.: trespassing (McDonald Street), re: 
no trespass order; 11:53 a.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Bixby Road); 1”21 
p.m.: medical/general (School Street); 
1:49 p.m.: elderly matter (Bay Path 
Road), req. welfare check; 2:19 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Grove Street), loose 
dog; 2:51 p.m.: multiple LTC issued/4 
(West Main Street), assisted; 3:00 p.m.: 
parking complaint (Bixby Road), peo-
ple blocking d/way; 3:33 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 4:51 p.m.: fire 
alarm (Howe Village), referred; 5:15 
p.m.: suspicious mv (North Spencer 
Road), investigated; 7:02 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Grove Street), loose dog; 
7:04 p.m.: medical/general (Pleasant 
Street); 8:38 p.m.: disturbance (Main 
Street), people yelling at cars; 8:47 
p.m.: DPW call (Wire Village Road), 
tree limb in road; 9:06 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Main Street), dirt bike/fail-
ure to stop; 9:46 p.m.: 911 call (Lyford 
Road), accidental; 10:24 p.m.: distur-
bance (Chestnut Street), unwanted 
party; 11:04 p.m.: disturbance Chestnut 
Street), unwanted parties; 11:55 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; (total daily 
mv stops – 1).

# # #

POLICE REPORTS

Worcester Red Sox “Embrace & Promote 
Education” Oct. 1

SPENCER — On Saturday, 
Oct. 1, the Worcester Red Sox 
will be coming to the Spencer-
East Brookfield Regional 
School District to “embrace 
and promote education” with 
lots of exciting opportunities 
for everyone.  The event begins 
at 1:00pm and will run until 
4:00pm and will take place  
on Saturday, Oct. 1 at David 
Prouty High School.  

“Special guest stars, players, 
mascots, prizes and tours will 
be taking place throughout the 
afternoon!  Parents and fami-

lies of students in the Spencer-
East Brookfield Regional 
School District will be able to 
take part in photo ops and meet 
the Worcester Red Sox play-
ers including Infielder Ryan 
Fitzgerald, pitcher Durbin 
Feltman along with mascots 
- Smiley Ball, Woofster The 
Wonderdog, and Roberto the 
Rocket,” said Superintendent 
of Schools Paul Haughey.  

“There will be something for 
everyone young and old, ages 
3 to 83… The goal of the day is 
to embrace and promote edu-

cation in the communities we 
serve (here in Spencer and East 
Brookfield),” Haughey added. 

Worcester Red Sox President 
Charles Steinberg will also be 
on hand and bring with him 
plenty of prizes, and even a 
chance to check out the World 
Series Rings from the four 
Boston Red sox Championship 
teams (2004, 2007, 2013, and 
2018). 

“The WooSox look forward 
to visiting the beautiful town 
of Spencer to promote educa-
tion, bringing people together, 

and further immerse in this 
wonderful community” said 
Steinberg. “We congratulate 
Ryan Fitzgerald and Durbin 
Feltman for their heart and 
spirit, and we hope that they, 
along with our popular mascots 
and four Boston Red Sox World 
Series Rings, will provide some 
added joyful moments and 
memories.”

“Both communities have 
been terrific partners and sup-
porters of our district and of 
education; and this afternoon 
event on October first is an 

opportunity for us to continue 
the good work we do together 
with our community partners - 
the Worcester Red Sox.  Having 
the WooSox come to SEBRSD 
just speaks to how import-
ant education is for not only 
Spencer and East Brookfield 
but also Southern Worcester 
county.  We look forward to 
hosting the WooSox at this 
community event on Saturday, 
Oct. 1,” added Haughey.

Nichols College 
surges into US News 
Best Colleges rankings

DUDLEY — Nichols College has 
earned recognition in the 2022-23 US 
News & World Report Best Colleges 
rankings.   In the competitive Regional 
Universities North category, the college 
was ranked #34 as a Top Performer in 
Social Mobility and #121 overall out 
of a pool of 181 ranked institutions.
The Regional Universities-North cat-
egory covers a geographic area from 
Maryland to Maine, a region densely 
populated by institutions of higher edu-
cation.   

The US News rankings consider a 
variety of factors to provide students 
and parents with an objective basis to 
compare institutions and help guide 
college selection. Factors include 
Academic Reputation, Admissions 
Selectivity, Graduation and Retention 
Rates, Pell Grant Graduation Rates, 
Faculty Composition Metrics and 
Alumni Giving.

The Social Mobility ranking is an indi-
cator of an institution’s ability to edu-
cate, graduate and ultimately employ 
economically disadvantaged students as 
measured by Pell Grant eligibility.

Nichols President Glenn M. Sulmasy, 

JD, LL.M, lauded the news: “This seg-
ment of the college student population 
has been cited as a national priority 
by political leaders of both parties, and 
this recognition in US News reflects 
the hard work of the entire Nichols 
community who work closely with each 
and every student to deliver a high 
quality, broad-based business education 
that prepares them for lifelong success 
worldwide.”

Nichols is now embarking on 
a new phase in its 200+ year histo-
ry with development of the Embracing 
Greatnessstrategic plan. The plan, cur-
rently in development in consultation 
with members of the Nichols commu-
nity, will outline a growth strategy to 
establish new institutional priorities 
for academic and student life program-
ming, athletics, campus facilities and 
fundraising.

About Nichols College
The mission of Nichols College is to 

educate and enlighten students to capi-
talize on their ambitions and to become 
impactful, forward looking global lead-
ers.

Senior Living at Prouty 
announces upcoming 

programs
SPENCER — Senior 

Living at Prouty, 195 
Main St., Spencer, 
announces the following 
free programs open to 
the public. Gratefully, all 
are sponsored by a Local 
Cultural Grant from the 
town of Spencer!

Please call 617-431-4937 
and leave your informa-
tion, and your call will 
be returned with parking 

and other details.
Wednesday, Sept. 28 at 

1:30 p.m.: Presentation by 
Historian Sari Bitticks 
about the 1919 “Great 
Molasses Flood” in 
Boston. At 3 p.m., there 
will be a presentation of a 
Veteran’s Quilt

Tuesday, Oct. 11 at 1 
p.m.: Big Band returns! 
Trinity Big Band has tal-
ented musicians from 3 

states. Enjoy some lively 
orchestra music and fun!

Wednesday, Oct. 26 at 
1:30 p.m.:  Barbershop 
quartet concert. Celebrate 
memories of soda foun-
tains, sockhops, and first 
loves!

Wednesday, Nov. 9 
at 1:15 p.m.:  History of 
Spencer slide show, part 2 
with interesting facts and 
beauty by Frank Morrill

“New England Legends” 
host to visit Warren

WARREN – Just in time for the sea-
son of thrills and chills, residents are 
invited to attend an upcoming program 
and learn more about the mysterious 
past of New England. 

On Thursday, Oct. 13, at 6:30 p.m., 
storyteller Jeff Belanger will visit the 
Warren Senior Center for a special pro-
gram combining history and mystery.

Sponsored by the Warren Public 
Library, the program will help guests 
explore the unexplained with a multime-

dia experience presented by Belanger, a 
longtime researcher of local lore and 
legends.

Belanger is the host and producer 
of the “New England Legends” series 
on PBS. He also authored over a dozen 
books and hosts the popular New 
England Legends weekly podcast.

The event is free to the public. Please 
call the library at 413-436-7690 to regis-
ter, or send an email to warrenpublicli-
brary@hotmail.com.

25,000 Unique Visitors Every Week!
www.stonebridgepress.news
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To have your open house listed in this directory, please contact 
June Simakauskas 508-909-4062 or Mikaela Victor 508-909-4126

Open House Directory
(C) Condo
(B) Business
(P) Land

(X) Condex
(U) Duplex
(L) Mobile Home

(M) Multi-Family
(S) Single Family
(A) Apartment

(T) Townhouse
(D) Adult Community
(W) Waterfront

ADDRESS          STYLE TIME PRICE REALTOR/SELLER/PHONE
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

WEBSTER
13 Loveland Rd W 1-3 $785,000 Hope Real Estate Group 

   Lori Johnson-Chausse 
   774-280-6129 / o: 508-943-4333 

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

DUDLEY: 18 acres, MAKE OFFER!
House, 2 car garage, Potential apartment, shed
126 Old Southbridge Rd ~ Low $400’s

OXFORD: CONDO Totally remodelled 
kitchen, bath �ooring, Appliances, Electric 
�replace built (Dimplex), Open and spacious
15-8 �ayer Pond ~ $195,000

THOMPSON CT: Seller lower price so buyer 
can make this home theirs! 3 bedroom. 2 full 
baths, 2 half baths, 1.8 acres, in-ground pool, 
6 car garage, 20’ Spa room with hot tub, Living 
room with �replace, Family room with wood-
stove, Easy highway access to Hartford, Boston, 
& providence

370 Pompeo Rd., ~ $427,900
NEW PRICE

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

SUTTON – 11 Apple Ridge Rd! Super 9 Rm 3,046’ Contemporary! Nicely Landscaped 
30,596’ Lot w/Circular Drive! White Marble Entry Foyer w/Soaring Skylight Ceiling! French 
Doors to the Custom Center Isl, Black Granite, Fully Applianced Kit w/Recessed Lighting! 
Open Flr Plan! Gorgeous Formal Din Rm w/Tons of Natural Light! Huge Liv Rm w/
Sliders Front & Rear, Skylight & Ceiling Fan! Frplcd Sitting Area w/Cathedral Ceiling, 
Skylight & Ceiling Fan! French Door Office leads to the Future 1st Flr Master presently 
the Gym w/Cathedral, Skylights, Ceiling Fan, Sliders & Bathrm Access! 2nd Flr Features 
2 Bdrms & 2 Baths! Master Suite w/Cathedral, Skylight, Ceiling Fan, 2 Dble Closets, 
Dble Vanity, Separate Shower, Whirlpool Tub & Marble Flr! C/Air! Deck Overlooking 
Private Yard! 3 Car Garage Under & 46’ Detached! Town Services! $774,900.00

WEBSTER – 3 Birchwood Dr! Great Commuter Location! Convenient to All Major 
Routes! 7 Rm, 3 Bdrm, Ranch Ready for Your Taste & Upgrades! 2 Front Entries, 
Enter through the Huge Attached Fam Rm w/Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling Fan, Wall 
A/C & Dble Closet or through the Fireplaced Liv Rm w/Hrdwd Floor! Galley Kit w/
Raised Panel Wood Cabinets! Dining Area w/Hrdwd Floor & Slider out to the Deck! 
3 Bdrms w/Hrdwd Floors & Ample Closet Space! Full Bathrm w/Linen Closet! The 
Lower Level once Finished, Ready to Finish Again! Many Possibilities! 1 Car Garage 
w/Opener! The Home is Accessed by 2 Driveways, 1 to the Left of the House & 1 
to the Right, Plenty of Parking! Built w/Electric Heat but has been converted to Oil, 
Hot Water Baseboard! Town Water! Passed Title V! Don’t Delay...$299,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 139 South Shore Rd - Middle Pond – 
Killdeer Island! Panoramic Views Across a Wide Expanse of 
The Lake! Level 11,534’ Lot with a 91’ Waterfront! Southern 
Exposure – Tons of Sun! 9 Room Ranch w/4 Bedrooms – 2 Lake 
Facing! 2 Complete Living Levels! Upper and Lower Kitchens! 
3 Bathrooms! Hardwoods! 2 Car Garage! Additional 3,840’ Lot 
Across the Street! Listed by Another – “SOLD” by Lake 
Realty! $1,110,000.00

CHARLTON – 42 Harrington Rd! Beautiful 6 Rm Colonial w/3 Bedrms, 3.5 Baths 
Colonial set on .95 Acre Lot! 1st Floor w/9’ Ceilings! Living Rm w/Bump-out, 
W/W Carpeting & Crown Moldings! Tile Foyer! Dining Rm w/Frplace (never 
used), W/W Carpet, Crown Molding & Wainscoting! Open Kitchen & Dining 
Area out to Wood Deck! Kit w/SS Appliances, Granite Island! 1/2 Bath off Kit 
w/Laundry! 2nd Floor w/3 Comfortable Bedrms! Master w/Vaulted Ceilings, 
Ceiling Fan, Walk in Closet, Master Bath w/Jetted Tub & Separate Shower, 
Skylight, & Double Vanity! 2nd Floor Hall Bath w/Skylight! Full Basement 
has Walk-out to Second Deck, Third Full Bath, Utility Rm! 2 Car Garage! 
Horseshoe Driveway w/Plenty of Parking! Deep Wooded Lot! $419,000.00

WOODSTOCK - 12 Grey Fox Landing! Spacious 
7 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 3.5 Bath Ranch! 2,100 sqft on 
1st Floor & 1,400’ Finished Lower Level! Open 
Concept! Beautiful Island Kit w/White Cabs, SS 
Appliances! Vaulted Ceiling Liv Rm w/LP Frplc w/3 
Sliders to Deck! Master Suite w/Walk-in Closet, 
Vaulted Ceiling & Spacious Bath! Lower Level w/
Wet Bar, Full Kit, Office & Bath! 1st Flr Laundry 
& C/A! Attached 2 Car Garage! Home’s Perfect 
for Entertaining! Shed! Front Porch w/Composite 
Decking! Desired Location! $535,000.00

SUTTON – 90 Armsbury Rd! 8 Rm Meticulously Maintained 4 Bdrm/2.5 Bath Colonial, 
Pleasant Valley Country Club Near, is Ready for You! Formal Living Rm w/French 
Doors, Spacious Family Rm w/Gas Fireplace, Recessed Lighting & Slider Out to Private 
Deck! Formal Dining Rm! Fantastic Kitchen Featuring Stylish Ivory Cabinets, Stainless 
Appliances, Tile Backsplash, Wine Bar & Adjoining Dining Area! All w/Gleaming Hrdwd 
Floors! Spindle Staircase to the 2nd Flr Featuring a Huge Master w/Cathedral Ceiling 
w/Dble Walk-in Closet, Master Bath w/Dble Vanity, Tiled Shower & Soaking Tub! 3 
Additional Comfortable Bdrms w/Ample Closets & Additional Full Bath! Expandable 
Walk-Out Lower Level w/Roughed-in Bathrm Ready to Complete! 2 Car Attached 
Garage & Recent Generator! Listed by Another, SOLD by Lake Realty! $829,900.00

DUDLEY – 5 Elizabeth St! 6+ Rm Ranch! 
Featuring Frplce Liv Rm w/Recessed Lighting 
& Guest Closet! Eat-in Kit w/Tile Flr! 3 Bdrms 
w/Hrdwd Flrs, 2 w/Ceiling Fans & Dble Closets! 
Hall Bath w/Tile Floor! Finished Lower Level! 
20x25’ Frplcd Fam Rm w/Recessed Lighting 
& 2nd Bthrm w/Shower! Possible Kitchenette 
or Office! Laundry & Utility Rms! Wired for a 
Generator! Economical Gas Heat & Hot Water! 
3 Season Porch! Garage! $364,900.00 

OXFORD – 3 Hemlock St! 7 Rm Ranch Waiting For You! 
Applianced Kitchen w/Dining Area! Living Rm w/Just Refinished 
Hardwood Floor! 3 Bdrms w/Wood Laminate Flooring & Ceiling 
Fans! Year Round Sun Rm w/LP Gas Stove! Full Bath! Finished 
Lower Level Featuring Family Rm w/Dry Bar, Possible Office & 
Second Bathroom! Fenced Back Yard w/15X30 Inground LP Gas 
Heated Pool w/Pictured Patio Furniture & 2 Sheds! Second Party 
Full Solar Array to Help Offset Electric Bills! $359,900.00

WEBSTER – 127 Douglas Road! 8 Room Split! 3 Bdrms! 2 Baths! Set on 1.31 Acres! 
2 Car Garage Under plus 2 Car Detached Garage w/Loft! Perfect for the Hobbyist 
or Car Collector! This Home Features Open Concept Living! Frplcd Living Room w/
Cathedral Ceiling & Recent Skylights! Remodeled Eat-in Kitchen w/Granite Counters, 
Breakfast Bar & Slider to the Deck! Oversized Full Bath w/Jacuzzi & Large Walk-in 
Shower! Hrdwd Flrs throughout the Kit, Liv Rm & Hallway! 3 Bdrms w/Wall to Wall! 
Finished Lower Level w/Tiled Mudroom! New Luxury Vinyl Flooring throughout Lower 
Level Fam Rm, Exercise Rm & Bath! Above-ground Pool! Custom Fire Pit! Perfect for 
Entertaining! Recent Well Pump! 2013 Electrical Service! 2011 Septic! The Updates 
are Done! Great Commuting Location! Only Minutes to 395 or 146! $434,900.00

SOLD SOLD

SOLDSOLDSOLDSOLD ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW LISTING

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

WEBSTER LAKE 
13 BATES POINT ROAD  

1st Time Offered! Impeccable Home! 
6 Room, 3 bedroom 2-1/2 Baths. Master 
bedroom, Master Bath. Many recent up-
dates! Oversize 2 car garage! Level Lot to 
the Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 

New Price $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - 0 PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific oppor-
tunity 14,798 Sq. Ft. of 
LAND. CONSERVATION 
APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 
313-1167. 248+/- Road 
Frontage, 279+/- Water 
Frontage. Town Water 
& Sewer accessible. 

$250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage. 
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.

OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF.

$419,000.

PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.

$125,000

OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER LAKE LOT- 22 SOUTH POINT RD

Very Rare, Lot offering! 
Enjoy, Fun in the Sun! 
Swimming, snorkeling, 
kayak, ice fishing! Water 
& Sewer Laterals con-
nections are on the lot! 
Betterments Paid! 5,029 
S.F. +/- of land. You may 
even want to Build! Archi-
tectural Plans Included.

$315,000.

WEBSTER - 6 GREYSTONE AVE

New Listing: Complete Remodeling taking 
place. Beautiful Ranch! A Must See! 5 rooms, 
2+ bedrooms, 1-1/2 Baths, Garage, Level Lot. 

$329,900.

Featured Listing!

WOODSTOCK • 540 NORWICH 
WORCESTER TURNPIKE RTE 169

ELEGANT, AUTHENTIC COLONIAL on HISTORIC 
WOODSTOCK HILL! $689,500.

Eastern Exposure & Amazing Sunrises! Beautiful 
shoreline, on highly sought after South Pond. 3 
bedroom Cape features eat in kitchen w/island, 
fireplace living & dining room. 2nd floor, 2 
bedrooms with 1/2 bath! Lower Level walkout, 
fireplace Family Room!! Half bath. A home for all 
seasons. New Shore Master Docks & Ramp.

NEW PRICE $785,000

WEBSTER LAKE
13 Loveland Road 

POMFRET - 14 GARY SCHOOL ROAD WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle & South 
Ponds! Unique opportunity to Own Water-
front Property with an 80’ +/- ft sandy beach!  
Fireworks from the comfort of your deck or 
lawn! .22 Acre & 100’ rd frontage - allows for 
expansion possibilities! 2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, 
Garage, open floor plan. 3 Season Porch for 
added enjoyment!  Walk-out L/Level is heated 
with Full Bath! New Price $799,000.

WEBSTER LAKE - 27 SOUTH POINT ROAD

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

WATERFRONT LOT! Hard to find 
6500 +/-sf  corner Lot. Beautiful 
view & setting. Sandy Beach!  Few 
tall pine trees for shade. Town Wa-
ter & Sewer Available! Will custom 
build if preferred! . $333,000.

Comfy & Cozy 2 bedroom Ranch, 1 Bath,  1+/- 
acres!  Updates, roof shingles, windows, Mini 
Split Heat/Air Conditioning, Garage!  $239,900

2 Family - Needs work! 
1st Flr has 4 Rooms - 2 
Bedrooms. 2nd & 3rd Flr 
- 6 Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms on 
3rd Flr! 32,560+/- sf .75 
Acre - Large Level Lot! 
Room to Expand. Great 
Location w/Convenient 
Access. Natural Gas - 
Town Water & Sewer. 

Property being sold “As-is”. $259,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 1.96 ACRES!  11 
spacious rooms! 2800+/- Sf above grade living area. 3 bed-
rooms & 2 baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, full 
bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior balcony! Upgraded cherry 
cabinets, granite countertops, SS Appliances, so much more! 
A MUST SEE! NEW PRICE $565,000.

WEBSTER LAKE - BLACK POINT RD

OPEN HOUSE 
 SATURDAY SEPT. 24 • 1 - 3PM

NEW LISTING
ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

REAL ESTATE
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SPORTS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 37 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
43 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2022

South Worcester County
$170,261,130.00 SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

OXFORD – NEW LISTING!

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL JO-ANN FOR VIEWINGS! Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

2 bedrooms, 3 levels, 
Family room, 

O�ce, Garage, 1580 sq. �.

4 Melissa Lane ~ $288,900

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

49 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Northbridge rebounds from Week 1 loss by 
beating Wolverines

LEICESTER — The Northbridge 
High and Leicester High varsity foot-
ball teams are perennially two of the 
top Division 7 programs in the state, 
and a season ago both the Rams and 
Wolverines qualified for the 16-team D7 
State Tournament.

But when Week 1 came and went, nei-
ther Northbridge nor Leicester picked 
up a victory, as the Rams lost to West 
Boylston High (37-0) and the Wolverines 
fell to South High of Worcester (36-10).

So, when Northbridge headed to the 
former Becker College — and now the 
current Leicester High for juniors and 
seniors — on Friday, Sept. 16, both 
teams were hoping to improve to 1-1 on 
the young season.

The Rams did just that, as they came 
away with a 33-7 victory.

The scoring plays were as follows:
First Quarter
Northbridge: Brady Nicholson 

45-yard pass from Tim Labrie — 6-0
Second Quarter
Leicester: Griffin Metcalf 15-yard run, 

Mason Griffith kick — 7-6
Northbridge: Scott Hopkins 12-yard 

run, Cam Athanas kick — 13-7
Northbridge: Labrie 5-yard run — 19-7
Third Quarter
Northbridge: Hopkins 5-yard pass 

from Labrie, Athanas kick — 26-7
Fourth Quarter
Northbridge: Owen Gorman 4-yard 

run, Athanas kick — 33-7

Nick Ethier photos

After faking a handoff, Leicester quarterback Mason Griffiths takes off with the ball by rolling 
out to his right.

Jack Ledbetter of Leicester elevates and nearly makes a beautiful catch in double-team traffic 
provided by Northbridge’s defense.

Leicester’s Griffin Metcalf rushes the football with a full head of steam.

Monday, Sept. 12
Tantasqua 167, Oxford 283 —

The Warriors’ golf team picked up 
a victory at Hemlock Ridge, improv-
ing to 4-2 in the process. Tantasqua’s 
Sam Pieczynski shot a 38 on the 
par-36 layout to earn medalist hon-
ors, while teammate Patrick Dunn 
carded a 41.

Wednesday, Sept. 14
Leicester 15, North Brookfield 

50; David Prouty 15, North 
Brookfield 50; David Prouty 23, 
Leicester 32 — Leicester’s home 
course was the site of the latest 

girls’ cross-country meet, where the 
Wolverines’ Abby Bernabei (21:54) 
won the three-mile race. Leicester’s 
other top-five finisher was Ayva 
Connor (29:17).

Leicester 20, North Brookfield 
35; Leicester 15, David Prouty 
50; North Brookfield 15, David 
Prouty 50 — Jason Fournier (first 
place, 19:01), Gio Aguiar (second, 
21:05), Tyler Herron (fourth, 21:11) 
and Coddan Nguyen (fifth, 22:51) 
were all top-five finishers for the 
Wolverines’ boys’ cross-country 
team as they picked up victories 
over the Indians and Panthers.

HIGH SCHOOL NOTEBOOK

“Every Town Deserves 
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.Stonebridgepress.com
25,000 Unique Visitors Every Week\www.

stonebridgepress.news
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

HUGE YARD/GARAGE SALE!
Fri., Sept 23 & Sat., Sept 24 

8am-5pm

Lots of good stuff cheap
Records, Clothing, Antiques, 

Tools, and much more

Held Indoors - Rain or Shine
102 Monroe St., Douglas, MA

FISHING BOAT FOR SALE
1987 Four Winds

Complete with trailer, 
down riggers,  

snap-on cover, and life jackets
Very Good Condition

Call 508-867-6016
$4000

10TH ANNUAL 
YARD/CRAFT SALE
Christ Episcopal Church

Saturday, October 1 • 8am-3pm
(Rain Date Oct. 2)

1089 Sta�ord St. Rochdale, Ma

~Vendors Welcome~

Call 774.696.0252 
Reserve Your Space

FOR SALE 
Holland, MA

leather recliner 
love seat 

perfect condition 
Call 

413-245-3000

APARTMENT AVAILABLE
OXFORD

One Bedroom—Modern
Residential Area Near Rt. 395

Stove/Refrigerator/Washer/Dryer/A/C
No Stairs

O� Street Parking
Rubbish/Snow Removal

$1,400/Mo. 
Including Heat/Electricity/Cable

No Smoking/Pets
First/Last/Security

References

(508) 868-9004

WANTED: 
SNOW

PLOWERS
Town of Spencer is seeking 

private snow plowers for the 
2022-2023 Winter Season.

If interested, please contact the Office of Utilities 
and Facilities, 3 Old Meadow Road, Spencer, MA 

Monday-Thursday 8:00am – 5:00pm, 
call 508-885-7515 or on the Town website

 www.spencerma.gov 
Applications should be submitted as soon as possible. 
The Town of Spencer is an equal opportunity employer. 

SPORTS

www.StonebridgePress.com

Spartans score early, 
Leicester late as teams settle for tie

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

UXBRIDGE — Oftentimes 
when two teams tie, one side 
is more pleased than the 
other. That was certainly the 
case when the Uxbridge High 
and Leicester High girls’ var-
sity soccer teams tangled on 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, as the 
Spartans held a 3-1 halftime 
lead only for the Wolverines to 
rally with a pair of second half 
goals to produce a 3-3 draw.

“Brick by brick, that’s how 
we’re built. That’s really what 
they’ve bought into and it’s a 
selfless program. They play for 
one another and they found 
a way to tie it up,” said first-
year Leicester head coach Joe 
Mercier, who served as the JV 
coach the prior two seasons. 
“I thought possession wise we 
controlled about 70 percent, 
which is what we shoot for. 
Games a lot of times will work 
in our favor if we have the pos-
session advantage.”

The Uxbridge side, mean-
while, felt a different feeling 
following the game.

“I’m not happy, we’re not 
happy. We’re not satisfied,” 
said head coach Allyson 
Durkin. “The first half was 
sharp. Our passes were strung 
along well, we were shooting 
the ball and we were scoring. 
The last 20-25 minutes is where 
we got defensive and protec-
tive. Whatever we need to do to 
prevent losing means we’re not 
attacking.

“We shouldn’t have lost, or 
tied, this game,” added Durkin. 
“It feels like a loss.”

The Spartans, now sporting 
a record of 1-0-3, still haven’t 
lost this fall, but the ties con-
tinue to amount. Uxbridge also 
produced four ties in 16 regular 
season games in 2021.

“Even last year, it seems to 
be a pattern. We get satisfied 
with not losing,” said Durkin. 
“The intensity just needs to 
be up.”

The Spartans struck first in 
the game’s 12th minute when 
Kathryn Cahill used her speed 
to weave through Leicester’s 
defense and then rifle a shot 
into the goal.

Leicester tied the game about 
seven minutes later when Lily 
Peterson used her dribbling 
skill in the middle of the field 
to create enough separation to 
send a pass into space, where 
a streaking Grace Bujak got to 
the ball first and fired a shot 
that found the twine.

Uxbridge retook the lead at 

2-1 in the 26th minute when 
Cahill looped the ball forward, 
where Avery Guillette got a 
touch on it. The ball ultimately 
hit a Wolverines’ defender and 
found the goal.

The Spartans then made it a 
3-1 game with under 15 seconds 

to go until halftime. There, 
Briana Moss followed a shot 
for a rebound goal.

“We had a few breakdowns 
in the midfield. It’s a very, very 
good Uxbridge team,” Mercier 
said of Leicester’s first half per-
formance.

But the Wolverines took 
charge in the second half and 
scored in the game’s 44th and 
58th minutes to tie the score. 
First, Hannah Martin took a 
shot toward the near-side right 
portion of the goal, which keep-
er Alicia Gauvin got a piece 
of. But the ball had enough 
momentum to cross the line for 
the goal.

Peterson then tied the game 
with a left-to-right shot from 
distance that clanged off the 

right post and into the net.
Mercier noted that his keep-

er, Annie Hunt, kept Leicester 
(1-2-1) in the game, as she made 
eight of her 10 saves in first 
half action.

“Annie Hunt played an out-
standing game today. Both of 
our keepers train with our JV 
coach, Jill Russo,” Mercier said 
of Hunt and Sarah O’Connor. 
“She [Russo] was a collegiate 
goalie and she trains with our 
keepers a lot.”

Nick Ethier photos

Leicester’s Lily Peterson stops on a dime and begins to change direction 
of the field.

Leicester’s Nora Oliver nudges Lily Sander of Uxbridge as both go for 
possession of the ball.

Uxbridge’s Kathryn Cahill heads the ball further down the field toward 
Leicester’s goal.

Chloe Bouchard of Leicester is the first to the ball as Uxbridge’s Lily 
Sander gives chase.
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After this experience I feel that Renewal by Andersen’s reputation is really well deserved and I would give them the 
highest recommendation. The installers were so respectful and careful of my house, its contents and even my outside 
flower garden. I am amazed at how e�ciently the windows were replaced and every bit of trash and dust was removed. 
And now I have high quality windows and screens, and I feel truly separated from the outside noise and elements.

– Karen B., Renewal by Andersen customer, Uxbridge, MA

Customer Review 

SEPTEMBER

• Renewal by Andersen is the full-service 
replacement window division of Andersen, 
a 119-year-old family-owned company with 
a reputation for excellence in window and 
door craftsmanship.    

• Our exclusive composite Fibrex® windows
are not only beautiful, they’re remarkably 
strong, o�er superior energy e�ciency and 
require minimal maintenance.2

• Our factory-trained Certified Master Installers 
have years of experience installing only 
windows and doors, and they’ll treat you and 
your home with the utmost respect.

is National Replacement
Window Month at 

Renewal by Andersen*

Why did we declare September National Replacement Window Month? 
The weather is still nice in September, which makes it much easier to open 
your home during the installation. Get this job done before winter and get 
this September-only o�er.

Call to schedule your FREE 
Window and Door Diagnosis

1-800-209-2746
1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/30/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more 
windows or entry/patio doors between 9/4/2022 and 9/30/2022. Additional $250 off your project, minimum purchase of four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 9/30/2022. Military discount applies 
to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest 
is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally 
insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at 
participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently 
owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 
Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 2See limited warranty for details. *National Replacement Window Month is not a Congressionally-approved designation. ‡Review 
aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading full service window replacement companies. December 2020 Reputation.com.

SEPTEMBER

Why did we declare September 
The weather is still nice in September, which makes it much easier to open 
your home during the installation. Get this job done before winter 
this September-only o�er.

with
plus

Call before September 30th!

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

for 1 year1

Monthly 
Payments

Interest 

Down
0$

0
0%

SAVE 20%
SAVE 20%

Take an extra $150
off your entire order1

on windows1

on doors1

‡

with

for 1 year

SAVE 20%
extra $150extra $150

off your entire order1

on doors

Why Renewal by Andersen?
Renewal by Andersen is the full-service 

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Why Renewal by Andersen?
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Parents know that each new period in 
a children’s life brings both noteworthy 
milestones and a host of new concerns. 
Those concerns often reach new heights 
as children enter adolescence, a period 
in life when pressure from peers and at 

school can make it hard to be a kid, which 
in turn makes it harder to be a parent.

Adolescence is a period of significant 
change, as children’s bodies are phys-
ically changing and they’re inching 
closer to independence. It’s during this 
transition period that many children are 
first offered drugs or alcohol. In fact, the 
National Center for Drug Abuse Statistics 
reports that 50 percent of teenagers have 
misused a drug at least once. In addition, 
data from the NCDAS indicates that drug 
use among eighth graders increased by 61 
percent between 2016 and 2020. 

Such statistics are enough to make any 
parent lose sleep. But parents aren’t help-
less against teen drug and alcohol use. 
There are many things parents can do to 

help children handle the temptation to 
use drugs and alcohol. Learning to spot 
the signs kids might already be using can 
help parents determine if they need to 
step in and help kids make the right deci-
sions regarding drugs and alcohol.

The Partnership to End Addiction is 
the nation’s leading organization dedi-
cated to addiction prevention, treatment 
and recovery. The Partnership recognizes 
how challenging it can be for parents to 
determine if kids are using, as many of the 
symptoms of using mimic normal teen or 
young adult behaviors. But parents who 
suspect their teen might be using can look 
for these potential indicators.

Shifts in mood & personality
• Sullen, withdrawn or depressed
• Less motivated
• Silent, uncommunicative
• Hostile, angry and/or uncooperative
• Acting deceitful or secretive
• Unable to focus
• A sudden loss of inhibitions
• Hyperactive or unusually elated
Behavioral changes
• Changing relationships with family 

members or friends
• Absenteeism or a loss of interest in 

school, work or other activities
• Avoiding eye contact
• Locks doors
• Disappears for long periods of time
• Goes out often, frequently breaking 

curfew
• Secretive with the use of their phone
• Makes endless excuses
• Uses chewing gum or mints to cover 

up breath

• Often uses over-the-counter prepara-
tions to reduce eye reddening or nasal 
irritation

• Has cash flow problems
• Has become unusually clumsy, per-

haps stumbling, lacking coordination or 
exhibiting poor balance

• Has periods of sleeplessness or high 
energy, followed by long periods of “catch 
up” sleep

Hygiene & appearance
• Smell of smoke or other unusual 

smells on breath or on clothes
• Messier than usual appearance
• Poor hygiene
• Frequently red or flushed cheeks or 

face
• Burns or soot on fingers or lips
• Track marks on arms or legs; teens 

may wear long sleeves in warm weather 
to hide marks

Physical health
• Frequent sickness
• Unusually tired and/or lethargic
• Unable to speak intelligibly, slurred 

speech or rapid-fire speech
• Nosebleeds and/or runny nose not 

caused by allergies or a cold
• Sores or spots around mouth
• Sudden or dramatic weight loss or 

gain
• Skin abrasions/bruises
• Frequent perspiration
• Seizures and/or vomiting
Parents of adolescents may need to 

walk a tightrope if they suspect their 
children are using drugs or alcohol. More 
information about kids and substance 
abuse can be found at www.drugfree.org.  

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Blue • Blush • Purple 
• Red • White • Lt Gray 

• Dk Gray • Rip Rap

• Construction Stone 
• Drainage Stone • Title V Sand 
• Presby Sand • Concrete Sand 
• Pool Liner Sand • Utility Sand 

• Chip Stone • Chicken Coop Sand 
• Silt • Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 

• Crushed Asphalt 
• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

SELF PICK-UP OR CALL
TO SCHEDULE YOUR
DELIVERY TODAY!

HOME OWNER
FRIENDLY

NO
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

The
Harvest

Is In!

SALE ENDS October 8, 2022

$1,488*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends 10/8/22

Add a heading

FALL
FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 1, 2022 10AM - 3PM

THE OVERLOOK 88 MASONIC HOME ROAD
CHARLTON, MA 01507

COME ONE COME ALL!
LET'S CELEBRATE FALL AT

Live Music, Food Trucks, lots of
Vendors, & Oakholm Brewery

APPLES
Honey Crisp

Cortland & Macoun
Peaches Still Available

Apple Cider Donuts 
on Weekends

U Pick Apples & Fall Raspberries!

Ragged Hill Orchards
Open Daily 10-6 • 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield

raggedhill.com
Directions from Rt 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd., or take Snow Rd.

to Wickaboag Valley Road. 
to Ragged Hill Rd.

DUDLEY — Following a national 
search, James Patti, an experienced 

leader in higher education administra-
tion, has been named Nichols College’s 
vice president for planning.  Patti joins 
the leadership team of Nichols College 
President Glenn M. Sulmasy, JD, LL.M, 
and will serve a key role advancing 
Sulmasy’s vision for the college.

Patti brings extensive experience 
to this role, having served previous-
ly at Georgetown University, Brown 
University, Bryant University and the 
University of Rhode Island managing 
a variety of institutional functions.  At 
Nichols, he will oversee strategic plan-
ning, marketing and communications 
and institutional research.

One of Patti’s first priorities will be 
development of President Sulmasy’s 
emerging Embracing Greatness strate-
gic plan.  The plan, still in development 
in consultation with the Nichols com-
munity, will identify priorities and out-
line a growth strategy to move Nichols 
toward enhanced regional and national 
prominence.

“James Patti will be a dynamic addi-
tion to our already exceptional cabi-
net,” said President Sulmasy. “As vice 
president for planning, he will help 
develop our institutional priorities and 
work broadly across the college for 
their successful implementation.”

Patti is enthusiastic about the oppor-
tunity: “I look forward to working close-
ly with President Sulmasy, members 
of the cabinet and the broader Nichols 
community to develop and implement 
the Embracing Greatness agenda and 
enhance the value of a Nichols educa-
tion.”

Patti received his MBA from 
Georgetown University and bache-
lor’s degree in finance from Seton 
Hall University.  He is a native of 
Massachusetts and resides with his 
four daughters in East Greenwich, 
Rhode Island.

James Patti

Nichols College names 
vice president for planning

Signs kids might be using drugs or alcohol




