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“Broken by it I may ™)
be; bow fto it
I never will.”
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Serving Eastford, Pomfret & Woodstock since 2005

Complimentary to homes by request

On Oct. 5, Thompson held its 20th Annwal Community Day.
Congratulations to 2024 Volunteers of the Year Erica and Larry Groh
and 2024 Business of the Year Blackmer Farms.

Courtesy

Killingly approves
ARPA funding for
Westfield Ave. project

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — A pro-
posal to use the remain-
ing balance of Killingly's
ARPA funds to offset part
of the cost of renovat-
ing the old high school
on Westfield Avenue was
approved by the Town
Council on Oct. 8 after a
quick public hearing that
heard no opposition on
the matter.

The proposal was
initially presented in
September by Town
Manager Mary Calorio
who explained that
Killingly had until the
end of the year to com-
mit the American Rescue
Plan Act, or ARPA, funds
or risk losing the remain-
ing money The Town
Council had previously
discussed the possibility

of offsetting part of the
cost of renovating the
retired high school on
Westfield Avenue and,
per traditional practice,
held a public hearing to
determine the interest of
the taxpayers. The hear-
ing proved to be a quick
discussion and decision
by the Council to support
utilizing up to $1.6 mil-
lion in ARPA money to
pay for a portion of the

project,
Calorio reiterated
statements from the

September meeting con-
firming that this does not
change the price or serve
as an additional expense
associated with the proj-
ect, but rather helps off
set what taxpayers would
be payving for the final
price tag,

“This will lower the
amount that will be

borrowed for that over-
all project. It does not
expand available money
for expenditure, It lowers
the amount that we'll be
borrowing,” she said.
The ARPA money
had to be committed by
Dec, 31, and needs to be
expended by the end of
2026. With little time to
establish other projects
that could benefit from
the funds, Calorio felt
it was finally time to
allocate the money for
Westfield Avenue. The
motion stated the use of
“up to” 816 million in
ARPA monies allowing
any leftover funds from
other ARPA-funded proj-
ects to also be allocated
to the project. The Town
Council approved the
motion unanimously.

Tum To FUNDING page A9

Honoring our

ancestors: A

celebration of
history, heritage,

and community

DANIELSON — The Temple Beth Israel
Preservation Society is excited to announce a
new program, “Honoring Our Ancestors,” to
be held on Sunday, Nov. 3 at 1:30 p.m. at Temple
Beth Israel in Danielson. This special event
will celebrate the launch of the Temple Beth
Israel Community Archive, a project dedicated
to preserving the rich cultural and historical
legacy of the local Jewish community, which
has enjoved decades of generous support of the
local interfaith community,

A highlight of the event will be an exclusive
interview with Dr. Elsie Blumenthal Fetterman,
a 97-vear-old Danielson native who recently
published her memoir. Her book is not only a
powerful testament o the Jewish experience in
Danielson but also a deeply personal story of a
young woman's determination, discipline, and
desire to make the world better. In her memoir,
Elsie reflects on growing up in a small town,
overcoming personal and societal challenges,

Tum To ANCESTORS page Al

Woman’s Board of Day Kimball
Hospital celebrates 130th anniversary

Courtesy

State Sen. Mae Flexer (center), 29th District Senator & Deputy President Pro Tempore, presents a citation to the Woman's Board President
Valentine lamartino (left) in recognition of the Woman's Board of Day Kimball Hospital’s 130th Anniversary. Joining them is Day Kimball Health CED
Kyle Kramer along with members of the Woman's Board who attended the Sept. 13 celebration.

PUTNAM — The Woman's
Board of Day Kimball Hospital
(WBDKH) gathered on
Thursday, Sept. 13 to mark its
130th anniversary, a significant
milestone in the organization’s
history Held at the hospital,
the evening was filled with cel-
ebration, including dinner, raf-
fles, and heartfelt appreciation
from Kyle Kramer, CEQ of Day
Kimball Health (DEKH).

A highlight of the event
was the presentation of a
state citation by 29th District

Senator and Deputy President
Pro Tempore, Mae Flexer, who
praised the Woman's Board for
its long-standing dedication
and service to the community,
Sen. Flexer acknowledged the
organization's role in establish-
ing Day Kimball Hospital and
its help in sustaining and grow-
ing the health and wellness of
our communities,

Woman's Board President
Valentine [amartino gave a
captivating presentation on the
organization’s history, draw-

ing attention to the ploneering
efforts of founders Gertrude
and Elizabeth Vinton of
Pomfret, She emphasized how
the Vinton sisters’ vision for an
infirmary to serve the region-
al community was ground-
breaking, especially since their
work began more than 30 vears
before women earned the right
to vote. lamartino expressed
admiration for the contin-
ued mission of the Woman's
Board noting, “It's remarkable
to think that women were the

driving force behind the found-
ing of Day Kimball Hospital,
and their concept of an infir-
mary filled an essential need.
130 years later, we continue to
fulfill the initiatives outlined in
our charter to raise funds for
the hospital.”

Reflecting on her six vears as
president, Iamartino added, “To
lead this incredible group of
women with the same desire to
support Day Kimball Hospital

Turn To ANNIVERSARY page A9

Quiet
Corner
prepares

for Election

Day

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Election Day is
fast approaching, with numerous
raceson the state and federal level
complimenting the nation’s presi-
dential election to determine rep-
resentation for the Quiet Corner
on the state and federal level for
years to come. The election will
also determine the wishes of the
voters to allow more widespread
absentee voting potentially elim-
inating many limitations on the
practice.

At the Nov. 5 general elec
tion, voters will, of course, help
determine the new president
of the United States as former
Commander-in-Chief  Donald
Trump returns to the Republican
ticket while current Vice
President Kamala Harris seeks
to maintain Democratic control
of the nation’s top election office.
Locally, however, there will be
plenty more decisions to make
that will impact representation
and voting accessibility on the
federal, state, and local level.

One of the most pressing state-
wide issues on the ballot is an
amendment to the Connecticut
Constitution proposing no-ex-
cuse absentee voting. Under the
current rules Connecticut voters
may only utilize absentee ballots
if they are unable to vote in per-
son due to absence from their city
or town or due to sickness, phys-
ical disability, or religious beliefs
prohibiting secular activity on
that day The amendment would
allow absentee voting without
limitations essentially allowing
anyone to vote by absentee ballot
as long as they are a registered
voter in Connecticut.

Local voters will also help
decide two representatives in the
federal government as Senator
Chris Murphy and Congressman
Joe Courtney each seek new terms
in Washington. Murphy is chal-
lenged by Republican Matthew
Corey in a rematch from 2018
where Murphy claimed an over-
whelming victory Corey, a Navy
veteran and Manchester busi-
ness owner, returned to the ballot
after defeating Beacon Falls First
Selectman Gerry Smith in the
Republican primaries in August
despite Smith being endorsed
by Connecticut Republicans
during the State Convention in
May. Corey had previously run
for the 1S. House as both an
independent and a Republican
before running against Murphy
in 2018, Meanwhile Senator
Murphy, a Democrat, is seeking
his third ferm since succeeding
Joe Lieberman in 2012, Prior to
his time in the Senate, Murphy
served in the Connecticut House
of Representatives and State
Senate and three terms as a
Congressman in Washington.

For Congress, voters will
choose  between Democratic
incumbent Joe Courtney and
Republican challenger Mike
France in another rematch.
Courtney s secking his sev-
enth term serving Connecticut's
Second Congressional District,
a seat he has easily defend-
ed since 2006, France, a former
Connecticut State Representative
for the 42nd District, had pre-
viously challenged Courtnev in
20022,

On the state level, hoth local
State Senator races feature
incumbents and challengers
as Senators Mae Flexer and
Jeff Gordon seek to maintain
their respective seats. Flexer, a
Democrat, has represented the
2ath District since succeeding Joe
Courtney in 2015. Her competi-
tion is Republican Chris Reddy,
a small business owner with a

Turn To ELECTION puge A9
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NEW BOOK FOR SALE: The Killingly
Historical and Genealogical Society
now has “Ghosts of King Philip’s War”
by Thomas D’Agostino and Arlene
Nicholson for sale for $20. It includes tales
from our region... Please add $5 if you
wish to have a copy mailed. The books
are available at the Killingly Historical
Center during regular Wednesday or
Saturday hours (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) or may be
purchased by mail. Please send a check
to PO. Box 265, Danielson, CT 06239.

Book Signing for the above book: The
authors will give a talk on their book
“Ghosts of King Phillip’s War” and do
a book signing at the Putnam Public
Library on Saturday, Oct. 26 from 1-2:30
p.m. Free. Register now by calling the
library at 860-963-6826.

Are you interested in the trolley? Mark
your calendar. The Killingly Historical
Society will have a guest speaker from
the Connecticut Trolley Museum for its
program on Saturday, Nov. 2 at 2 p.m. at
the Killingly Historical Center, 196 Main
St., Danielson. Learn about the history
of the Hartford-Springfield Street (trol-

Killingly’s town nurse

ley) Railway system. Killingly
Historical Society member
Frank Aleman will also do a
short presentation on the trol-
leys in our town including
the ones to Alexander’s Lake/
Wildwood Park.

There will be a short mem-
bership meeting at 1:30 p.m.
All are welcome!

Born in Eden, Vermont
in December, 1872, she “entered
the Boston Lying-In Hospital for
training in nursing and later
trained at the Rhode Island
Hospital. Miss Boomhower
has never claimed the title of
‘Graduate Nurse’ simply because
in that day and age no gradu-
ate courses were given. A nurse

e o v et s KILLINGLY a3 i I hrsng ond she
not appear on the windshield AT son on whom any physician could

of my car until Oct. 17. That
was fine with me since it meant
I was using less heating oil.
Still, fall foliage means the fur-
naces are going on. Some local
residents will need help with
their heating needs. I'm secre-
tary of the Killingly Brooklyn Interfaith
Council and urge you to support a fund-
raiser for the Danielson United Methodist
Fuel Fund, which the Council oversees.
This is a private fund, which receives no
government assistance and helps those
in the area who need heating assistance
when state and fed-
eral funds are not
available. This

Daughters of Isabella
Annual Christmas

Uuletide Festival
Saturday 9 of November 2023
8am to 2pm.

St Mary Church Hall
218 Providence Street, Putnam, CT

Start your Christmas shopping early!
Come and support our local craftsmen,
great gift ideas, gift cards from local
business sponsors, baskets galore! *

coming Sunday,
Oct. 27, the Fuel
Fund will sponsor
an a capella con-
cert by Take Note!
at the Federated
Church of Christ
in Brooklyn at
3 pm. The pro-
gram will include
a selection of clas-
sical, jazz, gospel,
doo wop, swing
and American
favorites. A free
will donation will
be taken at the
door and a recep-
tion will be held in

the church hall fol-
lowing the concert.

If you are unable

to attend, but still
wish to support the

Fuel Fund, dona-

tions may be sent
to the Danielson

United Methodist

22 23

Church at 9 Spring
St., Danielson, CT
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06239. Checks can
be made payable
to the Danielson
Methodist  Fuel
Fund.

Did you know
that for many
years, Killingly

30
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had a town nurse?

51 52

A visiting nurse?
In the fall of 1950,

53 54

Miss Miriam A.

57 58

Boomhower was
honored for her
dedication and
many years of ser-

CLUES ACROSS

1. *60 Minutes” network

52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
58.
59.
60.

22. In a way, turned up

23. Type of ship

24. Agents of one’s downfall

26. Not out

27. Something to scratch

28. Round water pot

30. Refreshing green fruit (slang)
31. Promotions

34. Primordial matters

CLUES DOWN

1. A place to lounge 29

25. Affirms one’s hold

7/
0
l—
B,
o
0
p
Ll
—
N
N
>
o

36. One-time world power (abbr.)

. Gnawed at with teeth

14. At any rate (abbr.) 42

15. Genealogy 48. Hawaiian island
16. Make changes 50. Smaller

18. Utter repeatedly 51

. Of a single person
Rigid bracelet
Barbary sheep (Fr.)
Not even
Specific gravity

Engage in petty bargaining
Boxing's “GOAT”

Split between parties
Notable offensive

. CNN’s founder

8. Sharp and forthright 43. Sports personality Michelle
9. Knight (chess) 44, Robber
12. Source of fiber 45. Liquefied natural gas
13. Flesh covering some birds’ 46. Snakelike fishes
beaks 47. The most worthless part of
17. Energy something
19. Night monkeys genus 49. City in Crimea
20. Small, sharp nails 56. Bad grades
21. Pleasant-smelling liquid 57. Reichsmark
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vice to the local
communities when
she received the
Civic Achievement
Award given
by Merrill C.

4. Train line 37. Source of illumination Smith Post No.
10. Go quickly 39. The content of cognition 2850, Veterans
11. Straightforward 40. An Arab ruler of Foreign Wars.
12. Canadian province 41. South Dakota “Miss Boomhower

is the first lady
to be chosen by
the Post for this
award.” “The pre-
sentation will be
made at the Tenth
Annual Roll Call
Supper to be held
Saturday evening
October 21.”

300

MARGARET
WEAVER

rely with complete trust.” “It
was quite by accident that Miss
Boomhower happed to choose this
part of New England as her home
for she came here in 1896 primari-
ly tovisit her sister Clara, who had
married John Williams, and was
making her home in Brooklyn. Even as a
visitor, Miss Boomhower soon found her
services in great demand in obstetrical
and general nursing and infant care and
was persuaded to remain in Brooklyn.
In 1916 she came to make her home in
Danielson. In 1917, the Civic Federation
at Danielson called her to the position
of Visiting Nurse and in 1918, she con-
ducted the first pre-school round-up ever
held in the Borough. Her usual duties
entailed visiting the sick and the infirm
in their homes and providing them with
professional care and advice...” In addi-
tion, she served as school nurse for 15
years. (Windham County Transcript Oct.
5, 1950-Killingly Historical Society family
files; for the complete article and a photo
go to killinglypl.org).

The Killingly Historical Center
receives many donations, but most of
them are from local residents. Archivist
Lynn LaBerge was most surprised to
open a package from Utah containing
a beautiful friendship quilt in what we
believe is the Ohio Star pattern. Each
of the different colored blocks has a
name written in the center. According
to Kathleen Tracy’s “Prairie Children
and Their Quilts,” “The Friendship Star
Block is one that was filled with senti-
ment. When pioneer families headed
west, friends and relatives would send
quilts with them to commemorate spe-
cial relationships. These quilts were
sometimes treated as heirlooms and
stored in trunks, and only when the set-
tlers arrived at their destinations would
they unpack the quilts to remind them of
the loving hands that made them.” (p.13)

Cllarabelle Nye’s block is the
only one with a date-Aug. 19, 1880. A
number of the names are written
“Mrs.”... Nancy Marple wrote that “Mrs.
Francis G. Young is really Susan Kinney
Bromley, Nancy’s 3rd great grandmother.
One signed U.B. Scofield looks as though
a man made it but may be for Mrs.
Scofield. An accompanying letter from
Nancy stated that Mrs. UB. Scofield
(Abby Jane Young ) was her 2nd great
grandmother; U. B. stood for Uri Bolivar
Scofield who died in 1894. An undated
and unidentified newspaper obituary in
the Killlingly Historical Society fami-
ly files revealed that Uri had served in
Company B of the 18th Regiment of
Connecticut Volunteers during the Civil
War. He was one of the earliest com-
manders of the McGregor Post G.A.R.
Uri died of heart problems.

Since there is an 1880 date on the
quilt, I decided to begin to see what I could
find about the signers in the 1880 census
and genealogical sties available online.
I did learn that the above-mentioned
Abby J. Young (Mrs. Uri Scofiled) is bur-
ied in Westfield Cemetery, Danielson.
According to findagrave she died August
4, 1890 in Danielson. She was born July
20, 1825 in Jewett City, New London
County, Connecticut. I probably will not
have time to research all the names but
certainly will see what I can find on a few
more. In the meantime, we are trying to
figure out the best way to preserve and
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display this family heirloom. It’s a trea-
sure that speaks so much to our past.

Margaret M. Weaver Killingly
Municipal Historian, October 2024.
Special thanks to Nancy Marple. For
additional information email me at
margaretmweaver@gmail.com or visit
the Killingly Historical & Genealogical
Center Wed. or Sat. 10 am.-4 p.m. or
www.Killinglyhistorical.org. or call 860-
779-7250. Like us at Facebook at www.
facebook.com/killinglyhistoricalsoci-
ety Mail for the Killingly Historical &
Genealogical Society, Inc. or the Killingly
Historical and Genealogical Center
should be sent to PO Box 265, Danielson,
CT 06329.

KILLINGLY

CHRONICLES
Oct. 28 — Nov. 2

TOWN HALL MEETINGS (agendas
and minutes at www.killingly.org)

Monday the 28th

Solid Waste Subcommittee Meeting
(Town Meeting Room - Town Hall) 7
p.m.

Republican Town Committee Meeting
(Room 102 — Town Hall) 7 p.m.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Monday the 28th

KPL Lit Talks (Library) All Day

An Epic Book Quest (Ages 13-18)
(Library) All Day

Wonderful Ones and Twos (Library)
9:30 to 10 a.m.

Monday Mystery Matinee (Ages 18
and up) (Library) 1 to 3 p.m.

Ghost Hunters International Star -
Andy Andrews (Westfield Church) 6:30

p.m.

Tuesday the 29th

Teen Program Totes (All Day)
(Library)

Moving & Grooving (Ages 1-5)
(Library) 9:30 to 10 a.m.

Can’t Put It Down Book Club (Ages 50
and up) (Library) 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Small Business Academy (Ages 18
and up) (Library) 6 to 8 p.m.

Wednesday the 30th

Virtual Story Time (Ages three and
up) (Library) 10 to 10:30 a.m.

Little Listeners (Ages two to five)
(Library) 11 to 11:45 a.m.

Witches and Warlocks Tea Party
(Ages 18 and up) (Library) 2 to 3 p.m.

Beetlejuice  Interactive  Movie
Experience (Ages 13-17) (Library) 4:30
t0 6:30 p.m.

Thursday the 31st

Story Craft (Ages two to six) (Library)
10 to 10:45 a.m.

Friday the 1st

Adult Take & Make Craft (Ages 18 and
up) (Library) All Day

Lit Loot Bag (Ages 13-17) (Library)
All Day

Saturday the 2nd

Photography Contest (Ages 18 and up)
(Library) All Day

Lit Loot Bag (Ages 13-17) (Library)
All Day

KMS Ribbon Cutting and Open House
(Killingly Memorial School) 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.

KILLINGLY PARKS & RECREATION
PROGRAMS/EVENTS COMING UP...

Beginner Rhythm Ballroom Dancing
— Nov. 18 through Dec. 2 (Mondays)
(Killingly Community Center/KPRD)

Pre-Season Basketball Skills Clinic
— Nov. 4 through Nov. 7 (Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday) (Killingly
Community Center/KPRD)

Virtual High Five 2024 (Killingly
Community Center/KPRD) (Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday)

Stew and Story - Oct. 17 (Killingly
Community Center/KPRD)

Spooktacular Parade — Oct. 26 (Davis
Park and Main Street)

Thursday Yoga with Mary — Nov. 7
through Dec. 26 (Killingly Community
Center/KPRD)

Yoga for every “body” Session 2 —
Nov. 6 through Dec. 18 — Wednesdays
(Killingly Community Center/KPRD)

Getting in Line Beginner Line
Dancing- Session 2—-Nov. 6 through Dec.
18 — Wednesdays (Killingly Community
Center/KPRD)

Youthoop Girls and Boys — Grades 3,
4,5,6,7,and 8

Youthoop Instructional - Grades 1 and
2 —Dec. 21 through Feb. 8

Check out the Killingly Parks and
Recreation Web site for more daily class
schedules, camps, trips and events!

For updates and changes, please visit
the calendar on the Town of Killingly
Web site at www.killinglyorg.

AERIAL
TREE SERVICE

Complete Site Work
Including:
Excavating  Bulldozing * Trucking * Demolition
* Stump Removal * Timber Harvesting
* Yard Expansions & Tree Removal © Lot Clearing
* Cellar Holes * Septic Systems
sLawn Installation * Retaining Walls
* Fields Made
*40,000 Ib excavator with jack hammer
for rent «Seasoned Firewood
860-382-5071
Field Stone and Firewood for sale
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Audubon Center hosting author talk
with Katherine Hauswirth

Katherine Hauswirth

POMFRET —

Katherine Hauswirth,

author of “The Morning

Light, The Lily White:

Daily Dips into Nature

and Spirit,” on Saturday,

Nov. 2 at 2 pm. at The
Audubon
Society (CAS) Center at

Connecticut

C'T State holding Open House events

DANIELSON
— Connecticut State
Community College (CT
State) will hold Open
House events through-
out Connecticut in
November for those
interested in learning
about becoming a CT
State student.

All are welcome
to tour CT State cam-
puses and learn about
degree and certificate
programs, financial
aid, eligibility for free
tuition and admissions.
For more details includ-
ing open house hours
and event updates,
visit www.ctstate.edu/
openhouse.

Danielson

CT State Quinebaug

Join
writer and naturalist

options offer seamless
transfer to the four
Connecticut state uni-

Pomfret, 218 Day Rd.

Hauswirth will discuss
nature journaling and
cover some history of
the practice, especially
in Connecticut and New
England. She will also
explain how nature jour-
naling ties in with citizen
science and phenology —
the recording of observa-
tions across the seasons.
There is no charge to
attend the talk and sub-
sequent book signing,
which are presented in
collaboration with the
Pomfret Public Library.
Registration is appreciat-
ed but not required.

Hauswirth writes
about nature, often with

Valley, Nov. 20, 5-7 p.m.

Many CT State degree

Following the merger and Danbury),
of the 12 Connecticut Northwestern
community colleges on (Winsted), Norwalk,
July 1, 2023, CT State Quinebaug Valley
Community College (Danielson and
has become the larg- Willimantic), Three

a spiritual bent. She is
a Deep River resident,
who has ties to the Quiet
Corner of the state.
She is a graduate of
the Connecticut Master
Naturalist program of
the James L. Goodwin
Conservation Center in
Hampton. Katherine is
also a CAS Trail Wood
Artist-in Residence alum,
considering the former
Edwin Way Teale home-
stead sacred ground.
“The Morning Light, The
Lily White” is a collec-
tion of short essays about
“goings on” in the natu-
ral world. In this nature
almanac/devotional, she
makes daily observations
across the calendar year,
as Teale did in his book,

“A Walk Through the
Year.”

“The Morning Light,
The Lily White: Daily
Dips into Nature and
Spirit” (Shanti Arts,
2023) is Katherine’s sec-
ond collection of nature
writing. Her first, “The
Book of Noticing:

Katherine enjoys con-
ducting talks, retreats,
classes, and workshops as
well as online classes cen-
tered on nature writing
and nature appreciation
and contemplation.

Consider making it a
nature journaling day

with programs at Trail
Wood before and after
Hauswirth’s presentation
— Nature Journaling:
Observing Fall at 10
a.m. and Last Light of
Fall Walk at 3:30 p.m. For
more information, go
to ctaudubon.org/trail
wood-home.

Collections and
Connections
on the Trail”
(Homebound
Publications,
2017), won hon-
orable mention
for general non-
fiction in the
American Society
of Journalists
and Authors 2018
competition.

VILLAGER ALMANAC

A1 CT AUDUBON

Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust proper-
ties for the week of Oct. 14: Blue-headed Vireo, Bald
Eagle, Red-eyed Vireo, Yellow-rumped Wabler, Palm
Warbler, Pine Warbler, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker, American Redstart, Scarlet Tanager,
Goldfinch, Eastern Towhee, White-throated Sparrow,
Chipping Sparrow. Visit ctaudubon.org/pomfret-home.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

versities and Charter
Oak State College, mak-
ing it the most afford-
able path to attain a
bachelor’s degree in
Connecticut. These
credits can also be
transferred to other
public and private
schools in Connecticut
and throughout the
United States.
Accelerated winter
session classes begin
Dec. 27, and spring cred-
it semester starts Jan.
24. Short-term work-
force career programs

est community college
in the Northeast and
sixth-largest in the
nation, serving close to
70,000 students annu-
ally. As Connecticut’s
largest and most afford-
able college, CT State is
committed to providing
accessible, high-quali-
ty education in a sup-
portive and inclusive
learning environment.
Students benefit from
a streamlined finan-
cial aid process, apply-
ing once to take class-
es at any of the CT

Rivers (Norwich), and
Tunxis (Farmington
and Bristol). CT State’s
college office is locat-
ed in New Britain.
Visit ctstate.edu for
more information.

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept » Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

The Town of Pomfret, Connecticut is hereby seeking proposals to strip
and reroof the Pomfret Town Hall, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret Center, CT
with a minimum of mid-grade/40-year limited warranty shingles. Pro-

Town of Pomfret
INVITATION TO BID

are also State campuses, which
FCC P f available include  Asnuntuck posals should consist of tearing off existing shingles to bare wood, ap-
OI | | ret on a roll- (Enfield), Capital : . . . . . .
: : ply ice and water shield as required, installation of new shingles with
o o ing basis. (Hartford), Gateway ] ) . ; }
lnvlte S (New Haven and North galvanized nails, aluminum drip edge, and removal of all materials and
About Haven), Housatonic scraps.
J CTState (Bridgeport),
communit y Manchester, Middlesex An accompanying, supplemental bid will be considered, but is not re-
A %ﬁgéﬁg?wgaugaﬁéﬁ quired, for the removgl of existing gutters and their replacement with
tO utllmIl Valley  (Waterbury new leaf-guard or equivalent gutters.

On-site building walk will be conducted on Monday, November 4, 2024
at 10:00 AM at 5 Haven Road, Pomfret Center. Bids will be received at
the offices of the First Selectman, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret Center, CT

Supper,

. CARPENTRY SERVICES CT, L.c
historical

Remodeling 06259 until Thursday, November 14,2024 at 11:00 a.m. at which time
pro gram Kltchens, Baths they will be publicly opened. | | - |
and More! The Town of Pomfret reserves the right to waive all formalities or to reject

POMFRET — First Congregational
Church of Pomfret invites you to enjoy
an Autumn Supper and an historical
presentation on Friday, Oct. 25 at 6
p.m. “Not Too Dear a Sacrifice: Women
Missionaries from New England” is a
talk written and presented by Rachel
Hollenbeck and Rachel Middaugh, two
costumed historians at Old Sturbridge
Village. The presentation will be pre-
ceded by a hearty fall meal featuring
various soups, breads and dessert.

The early 19th century was a time
of growing missionary involvement in
New England with home and foreign
missionary activity moving at a rapid
pace. The presentation, which follows
the meal, will focus on the stories of
several Christian women from New
England who went to various locations
in the Middle East during the 1830s.
Along with their life stories, Hollenbeck
and Middaugh will explore what encour-
aged these women to become mission-
aries, the wider context in which their
stories and work took place, and what
missions work looked like for them.
Through maps, sketches, and their own
words published posthumously in their
memoirs, “Not Too Dear a Sacrifice”
tells the story of women devoted to God
and ready to serve Him in whatever way
possible.

Both the supper meal and the pre-
sentation are free of charge and all are
welcome. If you have questions or would
like to reserve your seat at the table,
please email fccp@fccpomfret.org. We
look forward to sharing together with
you.

any or all proposals.

CALL Gene Pepper at 860-230-6105
carpentryservicesct.com
CT #0606460  #MA-HIC#196807 * RI #763
Veteran owned and operated since ‘89

Proactive% % é

WHZ,
Your big-picture approach

Dated at Pomfret, Connecticut Maureen A. Nicholson

This 23rd of October ,2024 First Selectman

helped us align and connect

all our business and personal
financial goals even as they have
changed, which is no small feat.

Thank you!

ot

Quiet Corner
Al-Anon group meets
Wednesdays

WOODSTOCK — An open Al-Anon
meeting meets at the East Woodstock
Congregational Church every
Wednesday from 7:30-8:30 p.m.

The Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family
Group is open to anyone affected by alco-
holism, family or friend. Any enquiries
can be directed to 860-634-3271.

For Advertising Information
Call 860-928-1818 Ext. 326
email: mikaela@
villagernewspapers.com

Absolute Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For Life.

Visit whzwealth.com to read more about Joanne’s story

® WHZ

STRATEGIC WEALTH ADVISORS

(860) 928-2341
697 Pomfret Street, Pomfret Center, CT 06259
392-A Merrow Road, Tolland, CT 06084

This statement was provided 3/23/2023 by Joanne McHugh who is a client. This statement may not be
representative of the experience of others and is not a guarantee of future performance or success. For
additional reviews, search us wherever local businesses are reviewed.

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment Advisor.




A4 - Friday, October 25, 2024

VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS

PO. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

TELEPHONE: (860) 928-1818
Fax: (860) 928-5946
WWW.VILLAGERNEWSPAPERS.COM

FrRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EpIiTOR

Collaboration
s key

As election season approaches, voters
are faced with critical decisions that
go beyond party labels. It’s essential
to understand the core values of both
Republicans and Democrats, and more
importantly, to consider how those val-
ues align with your own interests and
the needs of your community. This elec-
tion, one of the most important things
voters must ask themselves is whether
a candidate is willing to work across the
aisle—because that’s the only way real
solutions happen in a democracy.

In times like these, collaboration is
key. One of the candidates in this elec-
tion has shown a willingness to work
with people from both parties to solve
real problems. That kind of bipartisan-
ship is exactly what we need right now.
Our country, and especially local com-
munities, can’t afford to be gridlocked
by partisan infighting. When elected
officials are willing to compromise and
work with others, that’s when meaning-
ful change can happen.

The other candidate has made it clear
that they are more interested in self-serv-
ing politics. They’ve proven time and
again that they aren’t interested in lis-
tening to or working with those across
the aisle. This is not what democracy is
about. Democracy thrives when ideas
are debated and when leaders can come
together to create solutions that work
for everyone, not just their own base.

It’s important to remember that your
vote is your voice, and it’s crucial to
vote in line with your values and inter-
ests. Voting against your own interests
because of party loyalty or negative cam-
paign tactics can have lasting impacts
on your community and country. What
truly matters is having representatives
who will work for the common good—
people who prioritize problem-solving
over political grandstanding.

This election, take the time to think
critically about the candidates on your
ballot. Who is willing to put in the effort
to work with those on the other side?
Who is willing to compromise for the
greater good? The future of our democ-
racy depends on leaders who will work
across party lines to create a better
future for everyone, not just a select few.
Don’t let divisive rhetoric or blind parti-
sanship determine your vote—vote for
the candidate who will work for you, for
your neighbors, and for a stronger, more
unified community.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Be afraid, America

To the Editor:

Once again, where to start? Let’s go with
Project 2025. As if Project 2025 isn’t a large
enough threat to the US, we now hear that
there is a super secret document called “The
Fourth Pillar.” Forbes Business magazine
published an article on Aug. 22 which said
that the Heritage Foundation was working on
adetailed policy playbook for the first 180 days
of a Trump administration. This apparently
goes well beyond the draconian measures of
Project 2025 to outlining the destruction of
the Constitution and all Federal departments.
This document will not be publicly released.
Only selected staffers will know just what is
in the “Fourth Pillar” and will not be allowed
to discuss it in texts, emails or messages. In
this way, the details cannot be found out thru
the Freedom of Information Act. Be afraid,
America; very afraid.

U.S. election administrators and the
Harris’ campaign condemned recent threats
by Donald Trump to jail “corrupt” election
officials if he loses on Nov. 5, accusing him of
intimidation and inciting potential violence.
As proof, Trump wrote: “We cannot let our
Country further devolve into a Third World
Nation, and we won’t! Please beware that this
legal exposure extends to Lawyers, Political
Operatives, Donors, Illegal Voters, & Corrupt
Election Officials. Those involved in unscru-
pulous behavior will be sought out, caught,
and prosecuted at levels, unfortunately, never
seen before in our Country.” Ironically, these
are exactly the people the Republicans are
installing nationwide.

In Georgia, they are already rigging the :
system to allow refusing election certifica- :
tion. They are doing this by nefarious rule :
changes and installing corrupt election offi- :
cials. Do you GOP’ers really want your votes :

to be thrown out? Whose side are you on?

The records
that define

- our lives

. Every day since my broth-
er died a few weeks ago, I
‘receive something pertain-
:ing to his estate or his pos-

NANCY WEISS

Now we find out from reporter Bob :
:electronically or were for-
: warded from his lawyer. My
:very efficient niece emails
:materials or sends warm
‘messages that make both
cof us feel better. Once, this
:would have all taken more
‘ time, perhaps required me
. to be there in person, or cer-
: tainly would have needed a
‘stamp. It makes one think
:about how we gather, save,
:preserve and toss so much
- about our lives.

Woodward that Trump sent Covid test Kits
and machines to Putin, just when we were
starting to see thousands dying each day. A
time when he was refusing to even acknowl-
edge there was a pandemic. Doesn’t this just
prove how little compassion he has for his
fellow citizens — even GOP’ers?

And Woodward has also found proof that
Trump has violated the Logan Act at least
seven times with unauthorized calls to Putin
after leaving office. Just more felonies this
idiot has committed, but will probably go
unchallenged.

How can anyone vote for someone exhibit-

ing dementia who spends his precious cam- :

paigning time, not running for office and
explaining how he will make America better,
but by peddling Bibles, watches and hats?
This just proves how far from reality Trump
views the world.

I've been writing these anti-Trump Op-ed
letters since 2015, not to dissuade the die-
hard MAGA members, but to convince
Independent and Unaffiliated voters of the
danger Trump presents to our very existence.

Oh yes, by the way, real men don’t wear
make-up.

STEPHEN ETZEL

PurNAM ¢

What is Anne Dauphinais afraid of?

To the Editor:

I don’t believe for one single second that
Anne Dauphinais is too busy to debate
Samantha Derenthal in my hometown’s
state representative race. When I heard the
news that she wouldn’t be debating this time
around it was the eye roller of the week for
me. Am I really supposed to believe that
her job has gotten any busier in this specific
election cycle versus previous ones where she
debated her opponents? Am Ireally supposed
to believe that somehow with the pandemic
in the rear-view mirror her job has gotten
busier?

What is Anne Dauphinais afraid of?

First, let’s be blunt here. There is only one
Donald Trump. Everyone else can only at
best be a Trump knockoff. If Anne wants to
blow off debates like Trump did, then she is
at most the Kari Lake of Connecticut. I don’t
get where people think that copying Trump
is anything respectable when it really just
makes you look like you bring nothing new
to the table and have to resort to being a sad

knockoff of someone else.
Most importantly, let’s talk about the real
problem with Trump setting this precedent

of MAGAs blowing off debates. This sort of :

thing is only a thing in politics. It gets really
ridiculous really fast if you apply it to other
competitive environments like sports.

Imagine if the Killingly Redmen won a
state championship one year and then the
following year they were allowed to just blow
off defending their title. Given the uproar
over the whole mascot thing, I have a hard
time believing that would in any way be tol-
erated.

Lots of countries have elections. The
difference for us democracies is that our elec-
tions are contested. That means you show up
and stand for what you believe in, or as the
Bible says in 1 Peter 3:15, always be ready to
give a defense of the faith that is in you.

Know what you believe and why you
believe it. Take a stand instead of cowering
behind bureaucracy.

JAY GERHART
PurNaMm

There is no more sacred duty than voting

To the Editor:

Registrars have the unique privilege of a
front-row seat in our country’s democratic
process. We register voters, inform candi-
dates of their requirements to run for office,
and we are responsible for administering
secure and accurate elections every year.

We are there through early mornings and
late nights during municipal, state, and pres-
idential elections, for every budget referen-
dum and special election. We fulfill our duties
no matter the time of year or the weather
outside. We may be elected officials, but we’re
Americans first, and we proudly serve our
communities.

We have performed — and continue to
perform - our civic duty, and now it’s time
for everyone else to do theirs. Presidential

Elections are pivotal for democracy for many:
Please go out to:

reasons, especially 2024.
vote this year. If you can’t make it on Nov. 5
or want to avoid the lines at the polls, towns
across Connecticut are holding Early Voting
along with Same Day Registration for two
weeks Oct. 21-Nov. 3 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Oct.

voters can vote in the General Presidential
Election on Tuesday, Nov. 5 starting at 6 a.m.
until 8 p.m. Refer to the Secretary of State’s
Website (https://portal.ct.gov/sots) for your
Early Voting and Same Day Registration loca-
tion for your town. There is no more sacred
right and duty that Americans have than
voting.

We can’t wait to see our voters this year!

JO ANN GERARDI-VOCCIO
REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

BROOKLYN:

Let’s send Trump back to firing fake executives

To the Editor:

When I was being exceedingly obstinate as a child, my mom used
to say “You’re all right, the world’s all wrong.”

This applies to today’s Trump supporters: the way-out crowd
with the giant truck flags and the seething hate in their hearts; not
sure there is anything that could change their minds. They are,

sadly, indoctrinated.

But today, as election day approaches, I would like to address
the ones who quietly plan on pulling the trigger for Trump, either
because they are life-long Republicans and just can’t bring them-
selves to vote Blue, or have been conditioned by Fox News, their

church, or their drunk uncle.

Donald Trump is no Republican. His only intent is to glorify him-
self and do the work of his evil Handlers (see: Steve Bannon, Vlad
Putin) He has shown his colors clearly and repeatedly.

I beg of you: consider the list of prominent Republicans who
have endorsed Kamala Harris. These are “real” Republicans; pub-
lic servants who, not too long ago, you totally approved of. Reagan
Republicans, Eisenhower Republicans. Kennedy Republicans. A
simple Google search reveals 382 prominent Republicans who have
put country over party and endorsed Harris (Washington Post;

Oct. 12). What Republican/NAY, American, would elect a man who

openly admires the worst the world has to offer? Putin kills his own
people and anyone who gets in his way. We all know this. This is
what you want? In his last term, there were true patriots who kept
Trump on a short(er) leash. Project 2025 promises no more of that
foolishness, only the above-mentioned way-out crowd need apply.

What do you think Trump will do, unfettered? It’s horrifying to

think about!

Almost no one wants an “open border.” Congress had a good
bill regarding border security and Trump squashed it, even from :
his private citizen status. Harris will address the border, protect :

human rights, and use her experience in government to promote

wit:ConnecticutsQuietCornerscom

America around the world. Economists everywhere (except Fox...
change the channel!) are lauding the economic growth we are expe-
riencing presently. I too, am suffering from high grocery prices...
but the blame does not fall in Biden’s lap; it falls squarely in the lap
of unfettered corporate greed. If he tried to cap corporate profits,
Biden would be called a Communist, yet the real Communists are
pulling Trump’s strings from afar.

I am begging you: please consider voting for Harris/Walz on Nov.
5 and send Trump back to firing fake executives.

Thank you for reading.

NATALIE LANGLOIS
WOODSTOCK

sessions.
Sometimes it
is a box from
Fed/Ex with
photos of our
family when
we were
both young.
Sometimes a
letter comes
in the mail
with various
documents
that I signed

The town clerk in my

: town, Cheryl Grist, is retir-
“ing. She has held the spot
: for decades and is in a long
line of remarkable town
- clerks I have had the plea-
;sure of knowing. When I
:was a child, the town clerk,
- Esther Covell, had an office
:in the front of her antique

- house.

I don’t think there

:was a sign. As locals liked
:to say: “If you don’t know
- where it is, you don’t need to

- go there.”

- Mrs.

Not very welcoming, but
Covell herself was

: capable, modern in her own
- way and a good teacher. Her
“husband had been town
- clerk before her and togeth-
. er they represented about a
‘ century on the job.

Mrs. Covell trained her

: replacement, Nora Johnson,
who ably did the job and
‘moved the office to the cur-
:rent town hall. When Nora
: stepped down Cheryl Grist,
: the woman who had worked
: with her for years, assumed
‘ the position. Imagine what
: these three women did for
:one small town. They and
town clerks in all our towns
: keep track of the things that
:really matter. Birth, death,
‘ property, various licenses,
the impact of humans and
: the business of being a town.
: Looking at the records, espe-
. cially land records written
“in the flowing handwriting
‘of earlier centuries is our
: version of illuminated man-

‘uscripts.

Historian Donna

:Dufresne delights in the
- script, but wonders if soon
: people will not be able to

: read cursive at all.
A friend invited me to see
- her garden recently. As we

“stood in a fairy land of cos-
:mos, we discussed her prop-
s erty that since it was built
- on in 1820 has only had three

29 & 31 from 8 a.m.-8 pm.) and all eligible: ©Wners. Each transaction is

: recorded in the land records
‘at the town hall.

Every

:boundary, frontage on the
‘road and the abutting prop-
" erty owners are there too. It
:is a bit of a miracle, much
- like the exuberant blossoms,
that we mark our place on
:the earth as efficiently as
‘we do. The chance to own
:land was what attracted the
:original settlers and holds
‘us in place, sometimes for

: generations.

The papers that fill our

‘own lives are less enduring.
: My niece and I opened draw
:after draw in my brother’s
‘ tidy cottage at a retirement
:community and tossed an
saccumulation of birthday

: cards,

Christmas wishes,

‘news clippings I sent him
‘and photos of children.
: There were no bundles of
love letters, just thank you
:notes for gifts. I resolved to
- empty my desk drawers, but
:I can’t seem to get around

‘toit.

Congratulations
:thanks to Cheryl Grist on

and

“her well-deserved retire-

“ment.

She was there for

: the revolutionary change of
: moving from the pen and the
: typewriter to the computer.
:She graciously welcomed
‘new people, new process-
ces and even new attitudes.
: She kept doing the priceless
- work of recording the life of
a small town with accuracy
-and grace. Our personal his-
- tories may not be in order,
“but our town records are

: treasures.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Vote for Mae Flexer

To the Editor:

Mae Flexer fights for the people, is
a courageous leader, a compassionate
leader and a common sense legislator.

Some facts about what Sen. Flexer has
done for our towns:

Helped secure a higher construction
reimbursement rate for the KMS reno-
vation project

Secured $17 million for Day Kimball
hospital over the last three years - fund-
ing Anne voted against

$1.2 million in HVAC upgrade to
Mansfield, Putnam, Thompson and
Windham Schools

$80,000 to Mary R. Fisher Elementary
School in Thompson to install a play-
ground

$210,000 to provide make improve-
ments at Owen Bell Park in Killingly

$100,000 to upgrade the Putnam
Elementary School Playground

$1.5 million to make improvements to
the Scotland Town Hall

$17 million to close the federal assis-
tance gap in the Low Income Energy
Assistance Program

$80 million more to support QVCC,
ECSU and other state colleges and
Universities

$140,000 to Windham schools before
and after school programming

$450,000 to TEEG

$200,000 for an environmental study at
the Putnam Mill Foundry Site

Over $1 million for improvements to
the Pomfret Public Library

Some statewide benefits:

Expanded paid sick leave to all work-
ers in Connecticut - vital for the many
hourly employees in our region

Expanded FMLA to the 12,000 workers
at Foxwoods and Mohegan

Increased the minimum wage for
employees across Connecticut to $15.69/
hr.

Eliminating property taxes for veter-
ans with 100 percent disability status

Expanded free community college to
all people with a high school diplomas

Vote for Mae Flexer to keep our voices
heard in Hartford!

JOHN LABELLE
KILLINGLY

Don't overlook the local races on the ballot

To the Editor:

With all of the attention being paid to
the presidential election, I hope voters
don’t overlook our local state Senate and
representative races. These legislators
can have a huge impact on the many
local day to day issues that affect our
quality of life.

As just one example, our local state
senator, Mae Flexer, has worked tire-
lessly to not only help make healthcare

more affordable by lowering the costs
of some of the most needed drugs, but
also making sure healthcare is locally
available by ensuring that Day Kimball
Hospital received the funding needed to
stay open.

Sincerely,
JOHN FoLsom
POMFRET CENTER

Jetf Gordon championed big state income tax cuts

To the Editor:

I know State Sen. Jeff Gordon. He is
a hard worker who knows how to work
with people in a bipartisan way to get
things done. He is known for his work
ethic. I have seen it. It is why I strong-
ly support Jeff for re-election as State
Senator for the 35th District.

One of the things that Jeff did was
negotiate and get passed historic state
income tax cuts. This had not been
done since the ‘90s. An estimated one
million low- and middle-income people
and their families will benefit from this
income tax cut. This is real help during
this time of a high cost of living when
everything costs a lot and many people
are finding it hard to make ends meet.

Additionally, Jeff worked and got
passed an increase in the earned income
tax credit that will help working, low-in-
come people. Too many hard-work-
ing people have fallen into poverty, so
increasing the EITC will help more of
them.

Also, Jeff worked to help the seniors
in our communities who are living
on fixed incomes. An expansion of
tax exemptions for their retirement
accounts, pensions, and IRAs will give
a big boost for an estimated 100,000
seniors.

Jeff knows our towns and the issues

Dauphinais is a true
representative of the

people

To the Editor:

As a business owner for 35 years and a
resident in Killingly for about 20 years,
prior 50-plus in Foster R.I, I have known
Anne Dauphinais many years.

Anne’s small business upbringing has
been a huge asset to all of us she serves.
The values and concerns of individuals
as well all small businesses have shown
daily by her actions as a politician but
most importantly in

her personal life.

Her honesty and integrity are import-
ant assets that should be utilized while
they are offered.

Anne Dubay Dauphinais is a true rep-
resentative of the people whom I am
proud to support.

Respectfully,

GEORGE LENTH
KILLINGLY

Additional Letters
to the Editor, see
Pages A10-11

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!

~_|

brendan@
villagernewspapers.
com

~
AN

important to them. He takes the time to
meet with people, listen to them, and get
things done for us all.

Jeff’s opponent talks about things
she’d like to do, but Jeff is doing the
work and getting things done for his
constituents.

This is why we need to keep Jeff
working as our State Senator. He works
for us. He is always on our side. He uses
common sense. During early voting and
on Nov. 5, join me in voting to re-elect
Senator Jeff Gordon.

BARRY SHEAD
WO0O0DSTOCK

[t5 time for a change in Hartford

To the Editor:

I am writing to express my strong
support for Ethan Werstler as the State
Representative for the 52nd District of
Connecticut.

It’s time for a change in Hartford,
where the same faces have too often
dominated the conversation. Passing
the torch to a new generation like Ethan
Werstler isn’t just a symbolic gesture—
it’s a critical step toward breaking the
cycle of stale politics and bringing fresh
ideas to the table.

While some might point to Ethan’s
lack of “lived” experience, I see it as a
true asset. His fresh perspective brings
not only new ideas but also practical
solutions that can benefit people direct-
ly—not just in their homes, but in their
wallets. He’s committed to working with
all stakeholders—community members,
business leaders, and local officials—
to find solutions, not just talk about
the problems. Ethan understands that
maintaining the status quo or kicking
the can down the street is no longer an

option, and he is ready to take action.

At a time when many young people
are leaving Connecticut in search of
better opportunities, Ethan stands out
as someone who wants to make our state
a place to be proud of. He has chosen to
build his future right here, showing a
commitment to our community and its
long-term prosperity. He is not afraid
to call out that, for too long, the Quiet
Corner and rural parts of our state have
been overlooked by those at the

Capitol, and he is ready to advocate
for all residents of our district.

Ethan’s enthusiasm and genuine
desire to serve reflect a sense of duty
and sacrifice that is crucial in our
leaders. I encourage you to join me
in supporting Ethan Werstler for State
Representative on Tuesday, Nov. 5. Let’s
welcome this new perspective and move
forward together to build a brighter
future for Connecticut.

Sincerely,

IAN J. WEBSTER
Wo00DSTOCK

Jetf Gordon supports public education

To the Editor:

I know a lot about our public schools
through my 13 years of service on
Woodstock’s Board of Education, includ-
ing having served as Chairman for the
last three. I know that State Senator Jeff
Gordon has a long history of supporting
public education.

It is why I strongly support Jeff for
re-election as State Senator for the 35th
District.

He is always working for us all in a
bipartisan way to get things done. I have
seen it. Now more than ever during this
time of partisan divide in national poli-
tics, we need Jeff who spans this divide
and works to bring people together. I
have seen it.

Last year, there were plans that would
have hit our towns with big cuts in pub-
lic education support . Given the tough
times our towns are facing with munic-
ipal budgets, these cuts would have
caused property tax increases that we
could not afford. These cuts would have
hurt the school kids in our towns by
underfunding their education.

As a member of the Appropriations
Committee, Jeff opposed these cuts. He
worked with his colleagues in the legis-
lature to stop these cuts. Jeff won! Our
public schools won! For the 35th Senate
District, this saved $2.5 million.

And Jeff did not stop there. He cham-
pioned increases in the overall state sup-
port for public education, setting a new
foundation for continued work to help
our public schools and public school chil-
dren. At the same time, he has proposed

better state support for the sky rocketing
costs of special education. Our towns
cannot afford these big costs. The state
can help. Jeff has been there to push for
help, and he is working in a bipartisan
way to continue fighting for help in the
upcoming legislative session that starts
in January:.

Jeff’s opponent talks about things she
wants to do. But where was she when the
real work needed to be done? She was
absent. She did nothing.

Jeff did the work that needed to be
done and got it done. Jeff has a plan and
he is working on it with others, across the
aisle, to continue helping the school kids
of our towns. Jeff’s opponent has no
plan to help our schools. Jeff knows that
when we work together, we get things
done as a community. The same in the
leigslature working with Republicans
and Democrats a like. This is how we do
things in our towns and on our Boards
of Education.

But, Jeff’s opponent pledged not to
work with moderates in the legislature
(this is how she got the endorsement of
the Working Families Party). You can-
not get things done for people by refusing
to work with people. We do not need that!

We need to keep Jeff Gordon working
for all of us, and the way that he works
with everyone, as our State Senator. He
is always on our side. He uses common-
sense. During early voting and on Nov.
5, join me in voting to re-elect Sen. Jeff
Gordon.

Sincerely,

HANS FRANKHOUSER
Wo0DSTOCK

OUR COMPREHENSIVE
ORTHO CARE JUST

GOT MORE

COMPREHENSIVE.

The Day Kimball Ortho Group is expanding. Again. And we're excited to welcome five new

highly skilled orthopedic surgeons to our team:

Victor Gennaro, DO
Orthopedic Surgeon
(DKH)

e

Orthopedic Surgeon
(Ortho RI)

These additions allow us to cater to patients throughout the region, including Rhode Island
and Massachusetts. Our highly qualified orthopedic team is dedicated to managing our
patients’ continuum of care, empowering them to get back to their life as soon as possible.
To schedule an appointment with our team, please contact us at (860) 963-3883.

The Ortho Group
DAY KIMBALL HEALTH

35 Kennedy Drive Putnam CT 06260

Douglass Weiss, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon
(DKH)

i
Michael P. Bradley, MD  Alyson Hernigle, PA-C, AT-C
Orthopedic APP

Brian H. Cohen, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon
(Ortho RI)

David LaChance, NP-C
Orthopedic APP

m Ortho Rhode Island

Sidney P. Migliori, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon
(Ortho RI)

Michael G. Olm, MS, PA-C
Orthopedic APP

Healthcare in motion.
daykimball.org/orthopedics
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You've probably read
you should remove and
dispose of insect pest-in-
fected and diseased plant
material to reduce these
problems in next sea-
son’s garden. This is not
as easy as it seems. Most
compost piles do not
heat up and maintain
hot enough tempera-
tures to kill weeds, weed
seeds, disease organisms,
and insect pests. In many
locations burning is not
allowed and it negative-
ly impacts air quality. So,
what’s a gardener to do?

Start by calling your
local municipality and
asking about disposal
options. Many communi-
ties allow you to dispose
of invasive plants in the
garbage after placing
them in a clear plastic
bag labeled invasive.

Solarization is an
option for manag-
ing weeds. Place small
amounts of plant debris
in clear plastic bags.
Then place the bags in
a warm sunny location
before composting. For
larger quantities, set the
problem plant debris on
a sheet of plastic and
securely cover it with a
2- to six-mil clear plas-
tic tarp. The plastic helps
create a greenhouse
effect, trapping heat while
blocking access to water.

Disposin

The seeds will sprout and
then seedlings and other
plants are killed by the
high temperatures and
lack of water. It is most
effective when the days
are long and hot.

This may be effective
if the temperatures are
hot enough to Kkill plant
insect pests and diseas-
es. Most plant pathogens
are Kkilled when moist soil
remains at 145 degrees
Fahrenheit for 30 min-
utes, 160 degrees for bac-
teria, and 180 degrees for
weed seeds.

If battling jumping
worms, the University
of Maryland has found
creating a solarization
package is effective for
managing them in soil,
compost, and mulch.
Spread a sheet of clear
plastic on the ground.
Place a six to eight inch
layer of mulch, compost,
or soil on the plastic tarp,
leaving enough excess
to wrap and completely
and securely cover the
enclosed material. On a

As Halloween es, has intrigued
approaches, I'm investigators, sci-
wrapping up Posmivery entists, and para-
my Spooky sea- SPEAKING normal enthusiasts
son series with a for decades.
tale that fits per- In 1994, the
fectly into the MT(()’(':KE Sherman fami-
Strange, Dark, and ly purchased the

Mysterious. We've
explored unset-
tling phenomena in pre-
vious weeks, but for the
finale, I'm diving into
one of the most bizarre
and mysterious places
in the United States—
Skinwalker Ranch. This
500-acre ranch in Uintah
County, northeastern
Utah, known for tales of
supernatural occurrenc-

ranch, hoping to
lead a quiet life as
cattle ranchers. When
the Shermans arrived,
they found the home
oddly fortified with
metal bars on the win-
dows, heavy-duty door
locks, and chains, pre-
sumably for guard dogs,
on each side of the
house. It was as if the
previous owners were

O GARDEN
= MOMENTS

sunny day, the mate-
rial inside can reach
150 degrees. Research
varies on the number
of days needed to kill
the jumping worms.

MELINDA Several University
MYERS sources recommend
three or more days of

I

at least 104 degrees or
105 degrees to kill the
eggs, cocoons, and adult
jumping worms.

You may want to enlist
this strategy when har-
vesting your compost
before applying it to the
soil. This extra step may
help reduce the risk of
introducing problems
back into the garden.

Burying diseased mate-
rial can help reduce the
source of future infection
of some diseases. Dig a
hole, fill it with plant
debris, mix it with soil,
and then cover it with
an inch or two of dis-
ease-free soil. Speed up
the decomposition of
buried material by shred-
ding it before burying it.
Avoid growing plants sus-
ceptible to the disease in
that location the follow-
ing season.

Remember to disin-
fect your pots, stakes,
and tools that may have
housed or touched dis-
eased plants. Disease-
causing organisms can
survive on these items,

preparing for an intru-
sion.

Soon after settling in,
the Shermans began
experiencing a series
of unsettling incidents.
One day, Terry Sherman
spotted a huge wolf in
the distance. The ani-
mal, which appeared
to be nearly as tall as
a human’s chest, calm-
ly approached the fam-
ily and their -cattle.
With a muscular build
and piercing blue eyes,
the wolf seemed tame
initially, but suddenly,
it lunged at a calf and
locked its jaws around
the animal’s neck.

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

AR

9 530Skt

SFORITC OFFICE BUIL D

FOR SALE
« Historical building, also known as .
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 .
. Large Executive Offices with Elegant .
Finishes and High Ceilings .

- Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas .

JAMES GLICKMAN

Principal

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Vice President

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

o of problem plant debris

AR A
3 ‘Iu,'.

A peony plant infected with blight.

increasing disease risk in
next year’s garden. Soak
pots for 30 minutes in a 10
percent bleach solution,
rinse with clear water
and air dry Store in a
clean location. This is
much more effective with
clay and ceramic pots
than plastic. Consider
rotating plantings as you
would in the garden and
changing display areas
when using plastic con-
tainers if you do not want
to dispose of them.
Disinfect garden tools

Skinwalker Ranch

Terry grabbed a rifle
and shot the wolf sev-
eral times, yet the bul-
lets seemed to have no
effect. Eventually, the
wolf casually turned
and walked away; as if it
wasn’t riddled with bul-
lets, it trotted back into
the woods.

This bizarre encoun-
ter was only the begin-
ning. The Shermans
began noticing heavy
equipment disappearing
or moving to strange
places. On one occasion,
a 70-pound post digger
vanished and was later
found high up in a tree.

One of the strangest
incidents involved the
sudden disappearance
of four bulls, which were
later found crammed
into a locked trailer in
a seemingly trance-like
state. The trailer’s latch-
es were still locked, and
there was no reasonable
explanation for how the
bulls could have ended
up inside alone. It was as
though something had
teleported them there.

At times, they felt an
invisible presence fol-
lowing them. On one
occasion, they heard
heavy breathing and saw
brush moving like an
unseen creature prowl-
ing nearby. It was as if
a cloaked entity was
stalking them.

Cattle mutilations
became another terri-
fying issue. The family
started losing cattle at

by dipping them in a 70
percent alcohol solution
using rubbing alcohol or
something similar for at
least 30 seconds. Or you
can spray your tools with
a disinfectant spray con-
taining about 70 percent
alcohol.

Investing time in pre-
vention will result in
fewer problems and bet-
ter results in next year’s
garden.

Melinda Mpyers has
written over 20 gardening

an alarming rate. These
cattle were found dead
with surgically precise
incisions, with organs
missing but no signs of
blood anywhere near the
scene.

The Shermans fre-
quently heard strange,
disembodied voic-
es above their ranch,
speaking in an unknown
language.

Even more chill-
ing were the glowing

orbs that frequently
appeared. The most
unsettling encounter

involved a bright blue
orb that seemed to pulse
with energy, giving off
an almost electric crack-
le. These orbs filled the
air with an inexplicable
dread as if deliberately
manipulating the fami-
ly’s emotions.

Asthey dug deeper, the
Shermans learned that
their property had long
been considered cursed
by local Indigenous
tribes. The Ute people,
in particular, believed
the land was associat-
ed with Skinwalkers,
creatures known for
their shape-shifting abil-
ities. Because of this
lore, the ranch eventu-
ally became known as
Skinwalker Ranch.

Unable to cope with
the ongoing disturbanc-
es, the Shermans moved
out. Before they left, they
shared their experiences
with the media, drawing
the attention of billion-

Melinda Myers

books, including Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great
Courses “How to Grow
Anything” instant video
and DVD series and the
nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program.
Mpyers is a columnist
and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Mpyers’ Web site
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

aire Real Estate Tycoon
Robert Bigelow, who had
a longstanding interest
in the paranormal. In
1996, Bigelow purchased
the ranch to conduct his
investigations, enlisting
a team of scientists and
researchers to study the
strange phenomena.
Terry remained the
ranch manager, eager
to help Bigelow’s team
uncover the truth. The

paranormal activity
continued, with cattle
mutilations, glowing

orbs, portals, UFOs, and
encounters with myste-
rious creatures.

In another chilling
event, one of Bigelow’s
researchers claimed
that a giant creature had
“taken over his mind,”
leaving him with a mes-
sage that they were being
constantly observed.

Today’s Skinwaler
Ranch remains shroud-
ed in mystery, heavily
guarded, and off-limits
to the public.

While I can’t con-
firm the truth behind
every tale I've shared
this spooky season, the
lingering mysteries at
Skinwalker Ranch con-
tinue to warrant serious
attention. As we enjoy
the eerie delights of
Halloween, remember
that some of the strang-
est stories aren’t found
in horror movies—
they’re hidden in remote
places like Skinwalker
Ranch.

Woodstock resident
named to Simmons
University Dean’s List

BOSTON, Mass. — Avery Halloran, Woodstock resident, was named to the

2024 spring semester dean’s list at Simmons University

To qualify for

dean’s

list status,

undergraduate

in Boston.

students must

obtain a grade point average of 3.5 or higher, based on 12 or more cred-

it hours of work

About

in classes

using the

Simmons

letter grade system.

University

Located in the heart of Boston, Simmons is a respected private university offering
nearly 50 majors and programs for undergraduate women and graduate programs
open to all on campus, in blended formats, or entirely online in nursing and health
sciences, liberal arts, business, communications, social work, public health, and
library and information science. Founded in 1899, Simmons has established a
model of higher education that other colleges and universities are only recently
beginning to adapt: the combination of education for leadership in high-demand
professional fields with the intellectual foundation of the liberal arts. The result
is a Simmons graduate prepared not only to work, but to lead in professional,
civic, and personal life - a vision of empowerment that Simmons calls preparation
for life’s work. Follow Simmons on Twitter at @SimmonsUniv, and on LinkedIn
at https://www.linkedin.com/school/simmons-university/.

Legion Post 67 to hold pasta dinner

NORTH GROSVENORDALE — American Legion Family Post 67, Route 200,
North Grosvenordale, will hold a Pasta Dinner on Saturday, Oct. 26, 5-7 p.m. Dinner
includes pasta and sauce, meatballs, sausage, garlic bread, coffee & dessert all for
$15 per ticket. Tickets available at the door or by calling the post at 860-923-9203.
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Putnam celebrates annual Pumpkin Festival

PUTNAM — The Great Pumpkin Festival has long been a staple of the season
in Putnam and 2024 was no different with beautiful weather helping draw another
large crowd to the center of town. The 2024 event contained many returning fan
favorites as local businesses and organizations offered pumpkin- and Halloween-
themed activities, goodies, and merchandise to fit the theme. While Main Street was
filled with vendors, pumpkin carvers, and displays (including the town’s official
Great Pumpkin) the nearby Congregational Church of Putnam held its annual
Harvest Fair and Luncheon while Rotary Park hosted a bounce house bonanza and
many entries for the annual Scarecrow Contest. It was a true celebration of the
season for all embracing all that is fun and spooky about Halloween

Cub Scout Pack 21 put together a large display called “Spooky Rotary Pond” for their entry
into Putnam’s Scarecrow Contest.

Jason Bleau

Wonderland Comics welcomed comic artist and writer R. D. Murphy to their shop during the
Pumpkin Festival for a meet and greet. The artists also made his unique works available for
purchase.

Bank HomeTown continued their Pumpkln Festival tradition of offering crafts and other
Halloween activities for kids and families outside of their location on Main Street.

RVEST FAIR §
r.wcmso;v

— a4
The crew from the Northeas COnnectlcut Relay for Llfe set up shop in Rotary Park offering
Halloween crafts for the kids.

The folks from Sawmill
| Pottery brought their practice
to the street of Putnam for
| the Great Pumpkin Festival
showcasing how their prod-
ucts are made

A pumpkin carver shows their skills in one of the many demonstrations throughout Main
Street in Putnam.

AT RIGHT: Benjamin and
Anna of Dudley made their
d{ way to Putnam to enjoy

AT LEFT: This massive sand-
castle served as one of the
icons of the day for the Great
Pumpkin Festival embracing
# the theme of the Pumpkin
= King.

One of many displays spread
throughout Rotary Park as
part of Putnam’s annual
Scarecrow Contest, this entry
from Berkshire Hathaway
embraced the popular movie
character Beetlejuice who
was the subject a hit sequel
earlier this year.
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HOP LOCAL
" SH KllllNﬁlY

TAILORED
KITCHENS

HLLvGLY
BusinssAsoeicion, e
PO Box 600, Dunielso, CT 06239

Planning your new kitchen?
Give us a call!

Call 860-315-9656 to "
schedule a hearing evaluation. amplisound 6

We offer all-wood cabinetry,
countertops, tile, plumbing fixtures,
bar stools and more.

Great service too!

Does your insurance cover hearing aids? HEARING CARE CENTERS
Let us check for you. We work with Anthem BCBS,

19 Quinebaug Ave, Putnam

United Healthcare, Hearing Care Solutions, 351 Merline Road. Vernon
Amplifon, Nation’s Hearing, American Hearing i * d ﬂ
Jolley Commons Plaza Benefits, and CT Medicaid. www.amplisound.com

144 Wauregan Rd (Rte. 12) « Danielson, CT « 860.774.5554 ) . . .
& TAILO(REDKITC)HENS B kit con | B fhou Hearing Solutions for all Lifestyles and Budgets since 1981
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Harris & Trump lay out different
visions for the US economy

With only a few weeks
remaining before the pres-
idential election, former
President Donald Trump
and Vice President Kamala
Harris have laid out how
they plan to keep the econo-
my growing. Many of their
policies rely on tax breaks
that curry favor with work-
ing-class Americans. The
two candidates differ on
their approach to corporate
taxes, with Trump lower-
ing them and Harris raising
them. And neither candidate
has provided much clarity on
how they will fund the bal-
looning deficits their policies
exacerbate. Let’s jump into
some of the details.

Appealing to the Average
Joe

Both Trump and Harris
have a smattering of propos-
als aimed at appealing to the
average Joe. Both candidates
have said they plan to shore
up Social Security, but nei-
ther have provided specifics.
In addition, they both agree
on eliminating taxes on tips.

Trump pitched the idea of
eliminating taxes on over-
time pay and Social Security
benefits. Meanwhile, Harris
would like to raise the min-
imum wage and end the
sub-minimum wage for
tipped workers and people
with disabilities.

The two candidates dis-
agree on what should be
done on the large portions of
the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act (TCJA) that expire in
2025. The TCJA was signed
into law by former President
Trump and he’d like to make
permanent any parts of the
act due to expire. Harris,
on the other hand, would
increase capital gains tax
from 20 to 28 percent for any-
one making $1 million a year
or more. She’d also impose a
25% tax rate on any house-
hold with more than $100
million in assets. She would
not raise taxes on households
making less than $400,000.

For those living in high-tax
states like Connecticut, New
Jersey and New York, Trump
has proposed reinstating tax-
payers’ ability to deduct state
and local taxes on their fed-
eral tax returns. The SALT
deduction was capped at
$10,000 in the TCJA to raise

FINANCIAL
Focus

LAURENCE
HALE
INVESTMENT
ADVISER

revenue. The cap is often far
lower than what many resi-
dents in the tri-state area pay
in local taxes.

Keeping food affordable

Harris has announced a
batch of policies she believes
will reduce elevated food
prices. She would instruct
her administration to pro-
hibit unfair mergers and
acquisitions that create big
corporations with the power
to raise prices and she’d
investigate reports of price
fixing. She’d also propose a
federal law prohibiting price
gouging, which would be in
addition to the rules that
states already have on their
books.

Reducing healthcare pric-
es

Harris has referred to
reducing American’s health
care debt, but hasn’t given
specifics. She’d like to extend
the $35 cap on insulin and
$2,000 annual cap on out-of-
pocket medical costs beyond
seniors to all Americans.
And she’d allow Medicare
to “accelerate the speed” of
drug price negotiations and
“crack down” on the drug
companies that block com-
petition and the middlemen
who raise costs for consum-
ers.

While president, Trump
tried to repeal the Affordable
Care Act (ACA) but so far
he hasn’t detailed any plans
on the subject. Harris would
uphold or even expand the
ACA.

Building more houses

Harris would help consum-
ers afford their first home
by providing $25,000 toward
a downpayment. She’s also
focused on increasing hous-
ing supply and lowering the
cost of rent. She’d expand
the Low-Income Housing
Tax Credit to incentivize pri-
vate and non-profit develop-
ers to build 1.2 million new

affordable homes. She’s also
proposing a Neighborhood
Homes Tax Credit to sup-
port the new construction
or rehabilitation of more
than 400,000 owner-occupied
homes in lower income com-
munities.

Another tax cut will incen-
tivize homebuilders to build
affordable homes for first-
time homebuyers. She will
also provide funding to state
and local governments with
the goal of building more
affordable housing. She
favors the Preventing the
Algorithmic Facilitation of
Rental Housing Cartels Act,
which would “crack down”
on companies that use pric-
ing algorithms to boost rents
too much. She’d also remove
tax benefits for large inves-
tors that buy up large num-
bers of single-family homes
that they plan to rent. Trump
has promised not to build
low-income housing devel-
opments in areas with sin-
gle-family houses.

Corporations get goodies
too

One of Trump’s most
expensive proposals involves
reducing the corporate tax
rate on companies that pro-
duce goods in the US to 15
percent, down from 21 per-
cent currently. Here there is
a stark difference between
Trump and Harris, who has
proposed raising the corpo-
rate tax rate to 28 percent.
She’d also quadruple the tax
rate on corporate stock buy-
backs to encourage compa-
nies to invest in growth and
productivity.

Trump has proposed
immediate writeoffs for cap-
ital expenses and an expand-
ed tax credit for research and
development to boost domes-
tic manufacturing and corpo-
rate research.

Helping startups

Harris would expand the
startup expense deduction
from $5,000 to $50,000 and cut
red tape like unnecessary
licensing requirements in
order to encourage the for-
mation of small businesses.
She plans to launch a small
business expansion fund that
will help small businesses
make their loan payments
when starting up or expand-
ing. She’d like a third of fed-

eral contract dollars to go to
small businesses along with
anumber of other programs.

At the end of the day...

The reality is that the can-
didates can make proposals
until the cows come home
but the president doesn’t
have much control over the
economy — or even tax policy.
Most proposals need to be
approved by Congress, which
is currently split, with the
Democrats controlling the
Senate and the Republicans
controlling the House of
Representatives. If Congress
remains split between the
parties, many of the future
president’s policies may be
nothing more than wishful
thinking.

At WHZ, we’re always
focused on how national
and world events are affect-
ing portfolios as an essen-
tial component of the work
we do to keep our clients’
financial strategies on track.
We're happy to answer any
questions you may have
about how the presidential
election will affect your per-
sonal finances or your busi-
ness, and share how we can
help you to create a financial
strategy in alignment with
your specific goals. Contact
us for a complimentary con-
sultation on our website at
whzwealth.com, or give us a
call at (860) 928-2341.

Authored by Principal/
Managing Partner Laurence

Hale AAMS, CRPS®,
Securities and advisory
services offered through

Commonwealth Financial
Network®, Member FINRA/
SIPC,aRegistered Investment
Adviser. These materials
are general in nature and
do not address your specific
situation. For your specif-
ic investment needs, please
discuss your individual cir-
cumstances with your rep-
resentative. WHZ Strategic
Wealth Advisors does not
provide tax or legal advice,
and nothing in the accom-
panying pages should be
construed as specific tax or
legal advice. 697 Pomfret St.,
Pomfret Center, CT 06259 and
392-A Merrow Rd., Tolland,
CT 06084. 860-928-2341. WWW.
whzwealth.com.
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JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs

MASTER @ JEWELERS™

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza
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'Grooked Creek

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides

of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media F1®
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Drinking
at Joel’s
Place

BEYOND
THE PEWS

JOHN
HANSON

Over three decades ago, the author
heard a man give a speech titled,
“Drinking at Joel’s Place.” It comes to
mind often when observing our world
culture as it searches for meaning.
The speech was centered around an
intriguing historical event recorded
in the second chapter of the book
of Acts. The story describes Jesus’
disciples and followers becoming
so overwhelmed by God that they
appeared to be drunk. It was the
Day of Pentecost; the day God gave
the power of the Holy Spirit to His
church. St. Peter preached a sermon
explaining that those people were just
experiencing something prophesied
by the prophet Joel four years before.
Thus, the title: “Drinking at Joel’s
Place.” Those first century Christians
went on to change the world, in spite
of living in a Roman culture that was
in a moral free-fall. The world was
looking for love, joy and peace, and
these people had experienced it.

In the thousands of years since that
historical event, the world has contin-
ued to search for love, joy and peace.
However, in spite of many great
inventions, much scientific and med-
ical progress, and much increase in
knowledge, much of the world seems
to ignore the source they discovered,
in hopes of finding love, joy and peace
without the need to commit to a sov-
ereign God.

So, much of the world’s popula-
tion seems to increasingly drink and
ingest chemicals in search of some
kind of internal satisfaction. The
world is becoming more and more
drunk and high. Consider these
statistics offered by non-religious,
non-partisan groups.

“2.6 million deaths per year were
attributable to alcohol consump-
tion, accounting for 4.7 percent of
all deaths, and 0.6 million deaths to
psychoactive drug use. (World Health
Organization)

The economic costs are staggering
in America alone. “Societal costs of
tobacco, alcohol, and illicit drug use
are nearly 6 percent of the nation’s
income — over $532 billion a year.”
(The Health Policy Institute)

Why would the whole world choose
to ban many mildly dangerous prod-
ucts like sugared drinks and red dyes
but embrace, and even celebrate, sub-
stances that have proven to destroy
families, cultures and nations? Why
is the world getting drunk and high?
Could it be that they are searching for
the spiritual and emotional strength
that can only come from God? Could
it be that since God only gives His
strength to those who make Him
Lord, that many are seeking a sub-
stitute?

Thankfully, any believer can drink
at Joel’s place and find true love, joy
and peace, rather that ingesting the
deadly substitutes. All it takes is the
same kind of genuine pursuit of God
as described in the Biblical book of
Acts. Millions around the world are
discovering it. There are no associ-
ated hangovers or health risks. It is
surprising that more of the world is
not drinking at Joel’s place.

Bishop John W. Hanson oversees
Acts II Ministries in Thompson. To
watch a radio interview on this topic,
please visit WIHSradio.com youtube
channel and look for The Book of
Acts interview.

Email:Mikaela@villagernewspapers.com

Phone:(860) 928-1818
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continued from page Al

background in the med-
ical field, from Scotland.
Reddy soundly defeated
fellow Republican and
Thompson Selectwoman
Suzanne Witkowski, who
previously challenged
Flexer in 2022, during
a Republican primary
earlier this year. Alice
Leibowitz is also on the
ballot for the seat as a rep-
resentative of the Green
Party.

Meanwhile Republican
Senator Jeff Gordon, who
won a close race in 2022 to
claim his first term repre-
senting the 35th District,
is seeking reelection
with a new challenger.
Gordon, a physician and
longtime former chair
of Woodstock’s Planning
and Zoning Commission,
won by less than a per-
cent in 2022 but hopes to
carry the success of his
first term into this latest
election for a wider mar-
gin of victory He faces
newcomer and Democrat
Merry Garrett, a long-
time Tolland resident
and business professional
with a history of volun-
teerism who also carries
the endorsements of the
Independent Party and

Working Families Party.
There are five State
Representative seats on
the ballot in 2024, four of
which feature contested
elections. The one seat
without a contest is for
the 50th District where
incumbent  Democrat
Pat Boyd has no official
challenge according to
the State of Connecticut
Election Day website. The
battle for the 51st District
carries possibly the most
intrigue with two new
candidates seeking to suc-
ceed retiring Republican
Rick Hayes. Republican
Chris Stewart, a member
of the Putnam Board of
Education and local youth
sports coach, is hoping
to maintain his party’s
hold on the seat while
Thompson Town Clerk
and former Recreation
Director Renee LaPalme
Waldron serves as the
Democratic nominee. The
51st District is comprised
of Putnam, Thompson,
and parts of Killingly.
Previously a Democratic
stronghold through long-
time State Representative
Danny Rovero, it has been
a Republican seat since
Hayes took office in 2019.
The 44th  District
race features incum-
bent Republican Anne
Dauphinais of Killingly

seeking a fifth term in
the seat she had held
since 2017. Unseating
Dauphinais has prov-
en to be difficult for the
Democrats, but it's a
challenge their nominee
Samantha Derenthal
has taken head-on.
Derenthal, a Plainfield
resident and current
member of that town’s
Board of Education, is
making her first run for
a seat in Hartford. The
44th District represents

both  Killingly and
Plainfield. Other State
Representative races

with local stakes are
the 47th District, which
includes part of Brooklyn
and features incum-
bent Republican Doug
Dubitsky of Chaplin
challenged by Democrat
Aaron Spruance of
Canterbury, and the 52nd
District, which includes
part of Woodstock and
sees Republican incum-
bent Kurt Vail challenged
by Democrat Ethan
Werstler.

Election Day is Now.
5. Voters should contact
their Town Clerk offices
for information on bal-
lots, absentee voting, and
election day voting times
and locations.

ANCESTORS

continued from page A1

and pursuing her vision
of a more just and com-
passionate world.

“We are thrilled to
celebrate the launch of
our Community Archive
with the voice of some-
one as inspiring as Elsie,”
said Norman Berman,
president of the Temple
Beth Israel Preservation
Society. “Her life and
memoir remind us that
history is more than just
a timeline of events—it’s
also an inspiring story of

the human spirit, resil-
ience, and the drive to
improve the world.”

The Temple Beth Israel
Community Archive will
preserve documents, pho-
tos, and oral histories
that paint a picture of
the Jewish presence and
contributions in north-
eastern Connecticut, and
to the Jewish diaspora in
general. The archive will
offer a valuable resource
for families, educators,
and historians, ensuring
that these stories and
memories are available
for generations to come.

Admission to the event

is “Pay What You Wish,”
but space is limited, and
advance registration is
required.

FUNDING

continued from page Al

The Westfield Avenue
project is currently
underway and will see
the old high school trans-
formed for a variety of
uses including a new
Community Center. The
project will cost around
$27.8 million which was
approved by voters in 2021.

Friends of Assisi hosting registration
for annual food basket distribution

KILLINGLY — Thanksgiving is around the corner, and Friends of Assisi is pre-
paring for its 34th annual food basket distribution. If you are a Killingly / Brooklyn
resident Guidelines are simple:

Registration will take place at the Killingly Library Friday, Nov. 8, 9 -11:30 a.m.

Last name:
L-Z (9-10:15 a.m.)

A-L (10:15- 11:30 a.m.)

*Must bring current proof of address for Killingly/ Brooklyn area and ID

for all family members.

*If you are unable to make it, please send someone on your behalf with

your information!

Please sign up with one agency only, to ensure enough for all.
Thank you and God Bless 860-774-2310 / or mail directorfoodpantry@gmail.com.
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“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

“A century of dedication, compassion and guidance.”

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory
104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 » 860-928-7723 * GilmanAndValade.com

BITUARY

John David Pritchard, 89

g John David

Pritchard, 89, died in
{ Little Rock, Arkansas
| on October 8, 2024.
| Born October 13,
| 1934, in Putnam,
|| Connecticut to John
Ellis Pritchard
and Ruth Marcella
(Johnson) Pritchard,
he was the middle child in a lively fam-
ily, where he spent happy days at the
family home in Pomfret, Connecticut.

He graduated from GF Pratt School,
a two-room schoolhouse, and Putnam
High School, where he was an outstand-
ing athlete and scholar. He became an
award-winning pole vaulter in state-
wide and regional competitions. He
attended the University of Connecticut
and graduated in 1956, where he met
his first wife, Joan Ellin Flavin. They
married in 1956. Later he received a
Master’s degree from Trinity College,
Hartford.

David enjoyed a career in manu-
facturing, which led him to move his
family to Martin, Tennessee where he
established the Miller Lighting Fixture
Company. Later, he was offered a posi-
tion in Little Rock, Arkansas with
Essick Air Products, Inc., which was
challenging and rewarding. He loved
writing songs and playing his guitar,
often for special occasions for family
and friends.

Later in life he moved to the Atrium
in Hot Springs. He enjoyed playing golf
with a group of friends, who engaged .
in lively matches. Their friendship was
a treasure to him. Golf provided many
connections to family and friends.

He is survived by his children:
Timothy Flavin Pritchard (Marlene),
Jody Pritchard Kennedy, Kristin Ann
Ward (Barry), his grandchildren:
Timothy Miles Pritchard (Ericka
Regan) Tara Marie Pritchard Parker
(JT), Nicholas Andrew Pritchard,
Mathew Kennedy, Michael Kennedy
(Maya), Shannon Taylor (Kent), and
4 great grandchildren. David is also
survived by his sister, Nancy Pritchard
Weiss (Jim) and her daughters, Hadley
Rosen (Todd) and Chelsea Baum
(Michael), with whom he shared the
deep bond of a wise and loving older
brother and cherished uncle.

He was predeceased by his parents,
his brother, his wife, Joan, and Carol
Rodgers and Doris Baldridge.

The funeral was held Friday, October
11 at Gross Funeral Home in Hot
Springs followed by a private burial at
Forest Hills in Alexander, Arkansas.
Visitation is at 9. Services are at 10.

Gifts in David’s memory can be made
to: Arkansas Hospice — Ottenheimer
Inpatient Center, 2 St. Vincent Circle, 7
East Little Rock, AR 72205.

Send all obituary notices to

Villager Newspapers, PO Box 90,
Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail A
to obits@stonebridgepress.news y
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pledge of $250,000 for the

ward to many more years

continued from page Al

today as our founders did
over a century ago is a
true privilege. The com-
mitment and fortitude of
this organization are as
strong as ever.”

Kyle Kramer also
shared his gratitude stat-
ing, “The legacy of the
Woman’s Board is truly
remarkable. Their unwav-
ering dedication to Day
Kimball Hospital has
indelibly impacted the
quality of care we pro-
vide. It is no exaggeration
to say that this hospital
would not be what it is
today without the Board’s
vision and hard work that
began with the Vinton
sisters 130 years ago. We
are incredibly fortunate
to have such a committed
group still working to sup-
port the hospital’s mission
and serve our communi-
ty.

Currently working on a

da Vinci surgical robot-
ic system, the Woman’s
Board has made numerous
significant contributions
over the years, including:

Purchasing the hospi-
tal’s first ambulance in
1920 for $2,500

Opening the hospital
gift shop since 1950

Purchasing two state-
of-the art mammography
machines for $107,250

Purchasing three
Anesthesia Carts for
$123,000

Purchasing a Baby Safe
Monitoring System for
$40,000

$200,000 for renovations
in the Burdick Family
Birthing Center

The Woman’s Board of
Day Kimball Hospital con-
tinues to play a vital role
in supporting the hospi-
tal’s mission and enhanc-
ing patient care through
fundraising and volunteer
efforts. As it commemo-
rates its 130th anniversary,
the organization looks for-

SMITH AND WALKER

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
148 Grove Street, Putnam, CT 860-928-2442
www.smithandwalkerfh.com

L A

GAGNON AND COSTELLO

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
33 Reynolds Street, Danielson, CT 06239 860-774-9403

Funeral Directors

Timothy Farner, Steven Farner, Andrew Farner
Serving ALL Faiths with Dignity

of service to the commu-
nity.

For more information
about the Woman’s Board
of Day Kimball Hospital,

visit  daykimball.org/
womansboard.

About Day Kimball
Health

Day Kimball Health is
a nonprofit community
healthcare system com-
posed of Day Kimball
Hospital, Day Kimball
Medical Group, Day
Kimball Health at Home,
and healthcare centers
in Danielson, Dayville,
Plainfield, and Putnam.
Its service area includes
Northeast Connecticut
as well as nearby
Massachusetts and Rhode
Island communities.
Day Kimball Health’s
comprehensive network
employs more than 1,000
staff including nearly 300
associated, highly skilled
physicians, surgeons and
specialists. Its website is
www.daykimball.org.

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Elfriede A Kern,

AKA Elfriede A Blackmer (24-00421)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dat-
ed October 15, 2024, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Wayne R Blackmer, Jr.
c/o GAIL JESSEL ROOKE-NORMAN,
ROOKENORMAN & ASSOC,
31 ACADEMY STREET, PO BOX 347,
DANIELSON, CT 06239
October 25, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Robert F. Lee (24-00398)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dat-

ed October 18, 2024, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Robert D. Lee
c/o THERESA IMPERATO
MADONNA, LAW OFFICE OF
THERESA I. MADONNA, LLC,
110 MAIN STREET,
JEWETT CITY, CT 06351
October 25, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

ESTATE OF
Barbara J. Sochor (24-00390)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dat-
ed October 11, 2024, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
NICHOLAS A LONGO & EDWIN C
HIGGINS, BACHAND, LONGO
& HIGGINS, 168 MAIN STREET,
P.O. BOX 528,
PUTNAM, CT 06260
October 25, 2024

TOWN OF THOMPSON Planning
and Zoning - LEGAL NOTICE

At the Thompson Planning and Zoning
Commission meeting held on Septem-
ber 23, 2024 at 7:00 PM at the Thomp-
son Public Library 934 Riverside Drive,
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255 and
via ZOOM, the following action was
taken

PZC 24-30 JJS Construction, Wo-
jciech Sudyka property owner of 1574
Riverside Drive, Map 55, Block 65, Lot
14, Zone TCDD, request a Gravel Op-
eration Permit according to the Town of
Thompson Zoning Regulations, Article
14, 275-14.3.

ACCEPTED FOR PUBLIC HEARING
to be held on Monday, October 28,
2024 at 7 pm at the Thompson Pub-

lic Library, 934 Riverside Dr. North
Grosvenordale

Respectfully submitted, Joe Paro-
di-Brown, Chairman Files may be re-
viewed at the Planning and Zoning
Office

October 25, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

Aune K. Karhu (24-00423)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dat-
ed October 15, 2024, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk

The fiduciary is:
Carol Karhu-Grynewicz,
304 Christian Hill Road,
Brooklyn, CT 06234
October 25, 2024
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Jetf Gordon, working for the community

To the Editor:

During Jeff’s short tenure represent-
ing the 35th district as a State Senator,
he has worked to make Connecticut a
more affordable state to live in. Jeff is
currently on the Appropriations com-
mittee which tackles many budgetary
concerns throughout the year. One of
those concerns would be the cost of
groceries, gas and other daily living
necessities. As citizens in Connecticut
continue to make difficult choices on
what they can afford, Jeff has nego-
tiated and helped in a bipartisan way
to pass expanded tax exemptions for
senior’s retirement accounts and pen-
sions. His continued ability to work
with the Governor and other legislative
colleagues has led to the restoration and
support needed for public safety mea-
sures to recruit and retain law enforce-
ment, and hold criminals accountable
for their crimes against law-abiding res-
idents.

There are two other strengths that
should be highlighted when it comes
to discussing Jeff’s accomplishments.
Jeff has continued the fight to lower
electricity bills, a burden that has
been recently elevated in the past few
months. I know personally, I do not look
forward to opening my monthly electric
bill to see the additional costs that I am
paying. I should be paying for electricity

I use and nothing else. As an educator
for thirty four years, I also experienced
the yearly challenges of working with
a very low budget or a frozen budget
while attempting to educate our chil-
dren. Jeff has worked to increase edu-
cation funding for towns with an overall
increase of $240 million.

The ability to work with others and
his willingness to help the residents in
the 35th District, is a clear indication of
the qualifications an individual should
possess while being a state Senator. I
have also had the pleasure of witness-
ing the wonderful acts of generosity
Jeff has displayed towards the local Fire
departments here is Woodstock, Jeff’s
hometown. His continued work has led
to creating a safer environment for our
First Responders to work in, establish-
ing funds to purchase exhaust ventila-
tion systems for all three departments
in Woodstock.

For these reasons and many more, Jeff
will receive my support in the upcoming
election. I will not be one to downgrade
Jeff’s opponent, as I feel there is already
a sufficient amount of negativity within
our press. Our town and our country
need to do a better job of being nice and
I strongly feel Jeff is a person who can
lead us in that direction.

CHRIS MAYHEW
Wo0DSTOCK

Jeff Gordon 1s fighting for us
to fix the electric bill crisis

To the Editor:

State Sen. Jeff Gordon is fighting to
fix the crisis of the high electric bills
we are all paying. It is one of many
reasons why I strongly support Jeff for
re-election as State Senator for the 35th
District.

Jeff is often quoted as saying that
“electricity bills should only be about
the electricity you use and not anything
else”. I agree! Why do we have to pay
extra taxes - big extra taxes - for things
the state should and can fund? If the
state wants to have certain programs,
then great, it should fund them in the
state budget. Don’t we all already pay
enough in taxes on everything?

Thanks to Jeff’s bipartisan work, a
law was passed that requires transpar-
ency in our electric bills. Now we see
the taxes in our bills that previously
were hidden. (I guess we can call that
dinner?)

Some of these programs have merit,
such as home energy efficiency and
weatherization, and assistance for those
experiencing financial or medical hard-
ships. I've taken advantage of the ener-
gy efficiency credit for a new hybrid
water heater. Most could be covered in
the current state budget without raising
taxes. But why do we have to pay our
electric bills each month and at the
same time pay for people who chose not
to pay their bills during the 4-year long
electricity shut off moratorium enact-
ed by the Governor through executive
order? 4 years of people not paying their
bills, but could have paid and should
have paid. We share this big cost on
every bill while we try to pay for what
our families need and that still cost a lot,
such as groceries and medicines.

In February, Jeff worked with col-
leagues in the legislature to propose

serious ways to prevent the electricity
rate hikes. He advocated for moving
these taxes off our electric bills and into
the state budget. But these proposals
were ignored by legislative leaders. He
warned us about the rate hikes and has
never stopped working to fix the prob-
lem. He has a list of serious proposals
to help us in the short and long terms.
I hope that legislative leaders and the
Governor accept Jeff’s offer to work
with them so that state government
works for us. Jeff is fighting for that,
and I appreciate his hard work.

One of the things he worked on, and
was successful, was co-introducing
needed rate reforms that keeps us the
rate payers in mind when the state cre-
ates energy policy and enters into ener-
gy purchase agreements. Jeff did this
by working with his fellow legislators,
Republican and Democratic alike, to get
it done. Despite what some people may
say, this law did not increase electricity
rates.

Jeff’s opponent talks about things she
hopes to do, but she has been completely
absent and did nothing at all when the
real work needed to be done about high
electricity bills. She is still absent. She
has no plan and no real proposals.

Jeff is doing the hard work, he has
serious proposals, and he is getting
things done. This is why we need to keep
Jeff working as our State Senator. He
works for us. He is always on our side.
He uses commonsense. Jeff says profits
over patient care is bad medicine and I
would venture to guess that carries over
to our “lovely” energy supplier. During
early voting and on November 5th, join
me in voting to re-elect Senator Jeff
Gordon.

DeaN GouLD
WOODSTOCK

Plainfield needs a fighter like Anne Dauphinais

To the Editor:

The town of Plainfield has been my
family’s home now for over 20 years, and
as a resident, I feel compelled to share
my observations.

Since the threat of COVID and the
2020 election, our freedoms and State
Constitution have been under constant
attack. Politicians used fear to over-
throw our Constitutional rights. But
there is always hope. We have a state
representative that has a huge heart
for our families, our children and our
voice. That representative is Anne
Dauphinais. She keeps the line of com-
munication open with us, the local cit-

izens.

With Anne’s encouragement more
and more of us got involved over the
past four years at every level, like town
meetings, BOE meetings, rallies and
protests.

Anne knows Northeastern
Connecticut; she has lived here for
decades. More now than ever, we need
a representative that knows where we
stand. Someone who has a strong voice
at our state capital.

Weneed our fighter, Anne Dauphinais.

Thank You,

RoBIN ANN URCINAS
PLAINFIELD

Be wise and re-elect Anne Dauphinais

To the Editor:

It is my opinion that the citi-
zens of this area must re-elect Anne
Dauphinais to the Connecticut House
of Representatives. Anne has worked
diligently for all citizens in her district.
She is a dedicated Representative.

I have witnessed this firsthand. She
is always accessible to her constitu-
ents. That is the type of representa-
tive you want in the Connecticut State
Legislature for the 44th district.

This state has been on the decline
due to the policies of the governor and
the democrats. It is imperative that you
re-elect Anne to represent us in this
northeast corner of the state. She has
lived here all her life and has a real
understanding of how best to serve the
44th district.

I say, be wise and vote to re-elect Anne
Dauphinais!

DIANE SuMMA
Moosup

Dauphinais will protect our rights as American citizens

To the Editor:

For the past eight years, Anne
Dauphinais has represented the towns
in the 44th District. Some may ponder
what she has accomplished in her four
terms, and I will clear that up for you.

Anne has tirelessly defended our US
Constitution and the First and Second
Amendment rights that our forefathers
worked so hard to establish and protect.
Inever imagined a time would come that
we needed to stand up for these basic
rights, but over the past years, it has
become evident that these principles
must be guarded, and Anne has done
an exemplary job advocating for and
defending these liberties. Regardless

of your political affiliation, you should
be concerned about your rights, and
Anne has a proven record of voting in
Hartford to defend these rights.

Whether it was voting to allow par-
ents the right to choose vaccinations for
their children through religious exemp-
tions or voting to stop the mandate mad-
ness during the pandemic.

Anne will always vote to uphold the
Liberties our Constitution established
for us. I challenge each of you to look
within and vote for Anne Dauphinais,
who will continue to protect your rights
as a United States Citizen.

JENNIE KAPSZUKIEWICZ
PLAINFIELD

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Why Anne Dauphinais will get my vote

To the Editor:

Anne Dubay Dauphinas is running for
State Representative in the 44th District.
I am writing to tell you why she will get
my vote.

Anne was raised in Killingly, in a home
with a family run small business. She
raised her four children in Killingly, and
is very familiar with the Killingly School
System, as well as the challenges of rais-
ing a special needs child. Anne knows
what it takes to make ends meet.

She understands that the first steps in
creating a balanced budget (family, small
business or State) is to tighten unneces-
sary expenses, prioritize spending, and
do not borrow beyond your means. We
all know Connecticut is deep into tough
economic times. Anne knows firsthand
what it takes to keep small business
afloat in hard economic times, and the
struggles against the state.

I have had the privilege of working
with Anne on projects and know her to
be dedicated and immensely focused.

She is not afraid to seek out help if she
is dealing with something she does not
have personal experience with. She is a
leader. A leader who had the ability and
desire to resolve issues, to cut through
partisan issues, and achieve a sound res-
olution without compromising her core
values. This is the type of leadership
we need in our state capital. Anne also
knows the dedication and struggle that
the Veterans and their families here in
the 44th District experience. Her father
was in the U.S Navy for 23 years, so you
might say she grew up in the service. Her
husband was a submariner for 10 years,
and her son served in the U.S Air Force.
She has been very active taking a leader-
ship role in fundraising for the Killingly
Veterans Coffeechouse at the Killingly
Red. White, and Blue festival events.
Please come out on Nov. 5, and cast
your vote for Anne Dubay Dauphinais
for State Representative in District 44.
FRED RUHLEMANN
KiLLINGLY

Dauphinais has my support

To the Editor:

I would like to tell you how thankful
I am for the hardworking job my state
Representative, Anne Dauphinais, has
done for our state. She is not afraid to
stand alone for what is right!

As a Christian, husband, father of five
children, farmer, and sole provider for
my family, I feel my traditional views
are often dismissed as outdated, but not
by Anne. She is not afraid to stand for
our shared values, even if it’s unpopular

amongst her statehouse colleagues.
Anne has supported our small farm
and others at this statehouse. She does
a great job representing us, the silent
majority, in the quiet corner. Anne does
what she says and sticks to her promises.
She will again get my support this
November.
Sincerely,
BrRENT McCULLOUGH
KiLLINGLY

Let’s keep Dauphinais fighting for us

To the Editor:

I've known Anne Dauphinais for sev-
eral years, and in talking with her, lis-
tening to her talk to others, you can see
the passion she has to keep fighting in
Hartford. Being outnumbered and feel-
ing the struggles of her constituents in
her district gives her the energy to keep
going back.

Anne listens and is readily available
to answer questions. Explain how and
why she voted as she did. She reads the

bills, researches them, listens to public

comment, and the floor debate to make a

well thought out decision. The name put

on a bill isn’t always as it seems. Most

times it is like a bait and switch. Which
gives the public a misconception.

Please support Anne Dauphinais, as

I am, and let her keep fighting the good

fight for us.
KEVIN KERTTULA
DAYVILLE

Return Anne Dauphinais to Hartford

To the Editor:

I am writing in support of, and to
ask my fellow Killingly, Plainfield and
Sterling neighbors to re-elect Anne
Dauphinais to the Connecticut State
Legislature. My decision to support
Representative Dauphinais is quite sim-
ple. I have observed that she puts “ideas
over ideology” and “principle over party.”

How refreshing it is to have a true
citizen representative unafraid to speak
“truth to power” in Hartford. So often
from the Democrats we hear platitudes
appearing to be noble such as “we are
doing it for the children” but this is
nothing but an appeal to emotion. It is a
simplistic response and a smoke screen
to the number one problem facing all
citizens of Connecticut:

We are broke!

Connecticut has gone from the ‘land of
steady habits” to very unsteady, kick the

can down the road habits. What we need
now are more Anne Dauphinais citizen
representatives who have the courage to
stand and say “Stop!” It will not be easy,
but Anne won’t buckle. She will demand
that all spending must be put on the table
and that difficult decisions need to be
thoroughly considered and made. Some
of these decisions can easily make a rep-
resentative unpopular. They are tough
decisions, but Anne has the courage to
get in the middle and stand her ground.
She works hard and honestly for us, her
constituents and for all the taxpayers in
Connecticut.

Please vote and return Anne
Dauphinais to continue the difficult work
ahead as our representative in the 44th
District.

Douc Huey
KILLINGLY

Jeff Gordon continues to ﬁ%ht to make CT more

affordable

To the Editor:

I know State Sen. Jeff Gordon. I
worked with during many years togeth-
er on Woodstock’s Planning and Zoning
Commission. He was Chairman for 15
years. He is a hard worker who knows
how to work with people in a bipartisan
way to get things done. He takes the time
to meet with people, listen to them, and
get things done. He is known for this
work ethic. I have seen it. Jeff knows
our towns and the issues important to
us. These are reasons among many why
I strongly support Jeff for re-election as
State Senator for the 35th District.

Jeff often says that we should upfront
more of our hard-earned money. I agree,
as we all agree. We know best how
to spend our own money to buy the
things we need for our families and
ourselves. Nowadays, things still cost
too much. And we pay too much in
taxes, which is money taken our of our
pockets.

Jeff promised that he would address
the high cost of living in Connecticut. He
kept this promise. And he continues to
work to keep it. Here are examples:

Negotiated and helped pass in a
bipartisan way (working also with the
Governor), historic, big state income tax
cuts for low and middle income people
and families.

Negotiated and help pass expanded
tax exemptions for seniors’ retirement
accounts and pensions.

Fighting to lower electricity bills by
removing taxes on the bills. Electricity
bills should only be about the electricity
you use and nothing else.

Sponsored and got passed property tax
exemptions for certified service-related
100 percent disabled veterans.

Got passed increases in the earned
income tax credit for working low-in-
come people.

Fighting against state unfunded man-
dates on our towns that we pay for in
their property taxes.

Voted against legislation that would
increase motor vehicle taxes.

Supported child tax credits for work-
ing families. Did not pass this year but
Jeff is working on it for next year.

Or us

Voted to continue the bipartisan “fis-
cal guard rails” that limit state spend-
ing, which keeps on an even keel that
state budget so that there are not big ups
and downs in the budget that in prior
years caused big tax hikes.

Voted to continue the bipartisan effort
to keep paying down the state’s big debt
burden (billions of dollars) and big
unfunded pension liabilities (billions of
dollars). This has brought less money
being spent to service the debt burden
via interest payments, freeing up money
that I pushed (and won) to stop big cuts
in state public education funding to
towns (and overall helped increase by
$240 million the state funding of public
education.

How did Jeff do these things? He
worked with his fellow legislators and
the Governor in a bipartisan to find
common ground and common purpose
on important issues. This is how things
get done. Working with people while
working for the people to get good things
done for us. This is strong integrity and
character, which is what we want our
State Senator to have.

Jeff’s opponent talks about things she
wants to do, but she has been completely
absent and has done nothing at all when
the real work needed to be done and still
needs to be done. In fact, Jeff did the
very work and got things done that his
opponent only talks about. Also, Jeff’s
opponent has pledged to not work with
moderates in the legislator. She prom-
ised this when she got the endorsement
of the Working Families Party Not
working with moderates? Most legisla-
tors are moderates, so not working with
them means not getting things done for
us. Why would Jeff’s opponent promise
such a thing? Makes no sense! But Jeff
knows that it is common sense to work
with people in a bipartisan way. This is
what he does, and the results show.

We need to keep Jeff Gordon working
as our State Senator. He is always on our
side. During early voting and on Now.
5, join me in voting to re-elect Sen. Jeff
Gordon.

JEFFREY M. MARCOTTE
WO0ODSTOCK VALLEY
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Jetf Gordon stopped big' cuts
i

to state education fun

To the Editor:

State Sen. Jeff Gordon understands
the importance of public education. He
has been a strong supporter of K-12. He
knows that supporting public educa-
tion is a collaborative effort. It takes a
team. Jeff is part of this community
effort.

It is why I strongly support Jeff for
re-election as State Senator for the 35th
District.

He is a hard worker who works for
us all in a bipartisan way to get things
done. I have seen it. Now more than
ever during this time of partisan divide
in national politics, we need Jeff who
spans this divide and works to bring
people together. I have seen it.

Last year, there was a state multi-
year process in place that would have
hit our towns with cuts in public edu-
cation support. Given the tough times
our towns are facing with munici-
pal budgets, these cuts would have
caused property tax increases that we
could not afford. As a member of the
Appropriations Committee, Jeff worked
hard with his colleagues in the legis-
lature to stop these cuts. For the 35th
Senate District, this saved $2.5 million.

And Jeff did not stop there. He cham-
pioned increases in the overall state

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

N2

support for public education, setting a
new foundation for continued work to
help our public schools. At the same
time, he has proposed better state sup-
port for the skyrocketing costs of spe-
cial education. Our towns cannot afford
these big costs. The state can help. Jeff
has been there to push for help, and he is
working in a bipartisan way to continue
fighting for help in the upcoming legis-
lative session that starts in January.

Jeff’s opponent talks about things she
wants to do, but she has been absent
and did nothing when the real work
needed to be done. Jeff did that work
and got things done. Jeff’s opponent has
no plan to help our schools. Jeff has a
plan and he is working on it with others,
across the aisle, to continue helping the
school kids of our towns.

This is all part of the real work Jeff
does as our State Senator. It is why
we need to keep Jeff working as our
State Senator. He works for us. He is
always on our side. He uses common
sense. During early voting and on Nov.
5, join me in voting to re-elect Senator
Jeff Gordon.

CHANDLER PAQUETTE
WOODSTOCK

Renee [.aPalme Waldron: A State Rep we can count on

To the Editor:

The Quiet Corner has been overlooked
for too long in Hartford. It is crucial this
November that we vote for candidates
based on values and experience, not
party affiliation. It’s time to make prog-
ress again!

Renee LaPalme Waldron is an advo-
cate for quality education, affordable
housing & healthcare, and fair wages.
She stands for fair labor practices and
will implement policies that help the
small businesses in our community
thrive. This prosperity will fund needed
services for our children and seniors
while reducing financial burdens on
families.

As a lifelong resident, Renee under-

stands the economic standing and needs
of our community. Not only has she
served Thompson for over 30 years as
Recreation Director and Town Clerk,
but she has also volunteered countless
hours—she is present and helping out
in our community at events year-round,
not only during election time. Renee
has shown throughout her time in
Thompson government that she is able
to navigate the system and bring results
to our town, and she will do the same
in Hartford. That is why I am voting
for Renee LaPalme Waldron for State
Representative for the 51st District.

KRISTIN SCHULTZ
THOMPSON

We can expect and achieve
more with Ethan Wertsler

To the Editor:

I wish to endorse a candidate running
forthe 52nd District State Representative
position - Ethan Werstler. This amazing
young person is a native Woodstockian
whose family has been in town for
three generations; he is a graduate of
Woodstock Academy.

Ethan has exceptional creden-
tials. A graduate of the University of
Connecticut (political science and com-
munication dual major), he served as
the student body’s representative to the
UConn Board of Trustees. He was also
the vice president-elect of the UConn
Undergraduate Student Government.
He and some friends started the Husky
Market, a program aimed at addressing
food insecurity issues on campus. The
program worked within the legislative
structure of the student government
and raised more than $782,000 to under-
write food costs for more than 2,600
students unable to afford traditional
dining options as well as education
costs. (UConn later took on the respon-
sibility and the Husky Market turned
into the Husky Food Bank.) Why is this
UConn experience so important? The
University’s population exceeds the size
of most towns in northeast Connecticut.
Ethan’s service and problem-solving on
campus was a great way to prepare for
future municipal and state public ser-
vice, and many candidates running for
office do not have such a foundation.

As a volunteer for previous
Congressional campaigns, and through
exposure to state house agendas
through his government relations work,

Ethan has built a practical knowledge
of the issues that face small towns in
Connecticut. If you listened to the
WINY Debate for the 52nd District race,
then you know that Ethan Werstler is
articulate, knowledgeable, an engaging
speaker. (Check out the website: ethan-
werstler.com where you can listen to
the debate.) His opponent lacks luster,
as well as specific answers to questions;
he demonstrates the same old approach.
It’s time for a change in course.

Werstler is a candidate that appears
to be blessed with unlimited energy and
capacity to listen...to anyone! Ethan
has knocked on more doors, made more
calls, attended more events, and engaged
many more campaign volunteers than
the usual candidate. Why? Because
Ethan is not usual. His candidacy is
creative, a refreshing change, a new
perspective. He represents hope for the
future, and it is infectious.

There has been a lot of talk this year
about what kind of environment, what
kind of a world, what kind of a coun-
try, we want to leave our children and
grandchildren. It is about time that we
let those children and grandchildren
have a say and direct their own future.
Let’s elect someone from their genera-
tion!

Ethan Werstler’s campaign slogan is
“Expect more, achieve more.”

I think we should do both by electing
him to represent the 52nd district.

CHARLENE PERKINS CUTLER
WOODSTOCK

Proud to support Renee LaPalme-Waldron

To the Editor:

Turgethevotersof Putnam, Thompson
and Killingly to choose Renee LaPalme-
Waldron for State Representative for the
51st District. Renee is running because
she cares deeply about our corner of
Connecticut. She wants to fight for us in
Hartford on issues that matter to us, and
she knows how to get the job done.

Renee was born and raised in
Thompson and raised her family
here. She has been in public service
for more than 30 years in the Town of
Thompson, first as Recreation Director
and now as their Town Clerk. She has
also volunteered with many organiza-
tions that help make Thompson better
and support the folks living there. At
the municipal level, she is a member of
the Mill Sites Redevelopment Advisory
Committee, which works on projects to
revitalize Thompson’s historic core; she
is the current Chair of the Recreation
Commission; she served as Chair of the
Branding Implementation Committee
which led the efforts to update the town’s
publicity and marketing. Since its cre-
ation, she has also been on the Board of
Directors for local grassroots non-prof-
it Thompson Together, best known for
organizing April Cleanup, Thompson

Community Day and the biennial
municipal Candidates’ Night. She
has learned from each of these experi-
ences and it all adds up to her being the
most qualified person to become our
next State Representative.

She’s shown she cares by going door-
to-door, making phone calls and partic-
ipating in community events through-
out the area, in order to have one on
one conversations with as many resi-
dents as possible, to hear the issues that
matter most to you. Over the last five
months campaigning, she has knocked
on 4,889 doors across Killingly, Putnam
and Thompson. She has heard your
concerns about the need for affordable
housing, job creation, lower taxes, bet-
ter wages, health care, and communi-
ty and economic development. She’s
committed to working in Hartford, and
across the aisle, to address these issues.
Renee is bright, energetic, empathetic
and will work to bring to our area the
support we need from Hartford.

I'm proud to support Renee. I hope
you’ll join me in voting for her as our
State Representative.

MARIE C. MONGEAU
PurNaM

Farth — climate change migration has begun!

To the Editor:

In 1980, the U.S. experienced an aver-
age of three one-billion dollar weather
disasters per year. Today we experience
an average of 20. Most climate change
disasters never even reach the head-
lines anymore. The events that do are
quickly forgotten, like the Park Fire in
Chico, California in July (430,000 acres
burned) and the Texas Smokehouse
Creek Fire in March (1,058,000 acres,
the second largest fire in U.S. histo-
ry). But how many of us even heard
that in March half a year’s worth of
rain fell in just 10 days in the Brazilian
state of Rio Grande do Sul, home to
11 million people? Forty-five thousand
businesses and 200,000 homes were dam-
aged or destroyed. Or, were we aware
of the four-year drought in Sicily and
Sardinia, Italy, which included a one
year stretch where it didn’t rain even
once? Water is now delivered there
by the Italian Navy or private tankers
at inflated rates, and the average cost
a Sicilian family pays for fresh water
is $333 per month. Imagine spending
$4,000 a year for water.

Hurricanes Helene and Milton will
soon be forgotten as the long list of
devastating hurricanes grows and their
names (Harvey, Sandy, Katrina, Andrew,
Imelda, Ike, Ida, Ian, etc.) get jumbled up
in our memory. Even the cost of Helene
and Milton ($200 billion) will be quickly
forgotten, even though it’s a stark warn-
ing of things to come.

Beyond cleanup and repairs, the
secondary costs from climate change
are also beginning to swell. An arti-
cle in the New York Times dated Oct.
2, titled: “The People Fleeing Climate
Disaster Are Going to Transform the
American South” warns of changes
to our world brought on by climate
change. According to the article, 3.2 mil-
lion Americans have already migrated
out of high risk areas and 7.5 million
more are expected to leave (primarily
the Gulf Coast region) in the next 30
years. Where will these people go? In his
2023 book The Great Displacement, Jake
Bittle writes that millions of Americans
will “be forced inland and northward in
what will be the largest migration in
our country’s history” And from the
same Oct. 2 New York Times article:
“All of this suggests a possible boom
for inland and Northern cities. But it
also will leave behind large swaths of
coastal and other vulnerable land where
older adults and the poor are very likely
to disproportionately remain.”

The Southern United States will
be especially transformed by climate
change as the young, mobile middle
class (the region’s tax base) leave risky
areas behind and drive up the price of
real estate in places like Buffalo, N.Y.
and New England. Large counties in
both Florida and Texas are forecast to
see significant population declines as
they become what is called “abandon-

ment zones”. And with that, median
ages for those areas will increase and
affected towns could enter a population
death spiral. With an eroded tax base,
funding for schools, infrastructure and
adaptation will fail to meet the commu-
nity’s needs.

For decades, this exodus has been
forestalled by the presence of the U.S.
home insurance market, whose finan-
cial backing allowed people to build,
rebuild and remain in high risk areas -
stabilizing an increasingly unstable sit-
uation. As losses increased, the indus-
try stayed in the game by raising rates,
not just in places like Florida, but also
here in Connecticut, where we have sub-
sidized Florida residents’ sunny exis-
tence (my premium increased 30% this
year!). But even with our continued help,
the system won’t hold up. According
to a July 2 article in Newsweek, the
average annual premium for a Florida
homeowner in 2024 will reach $11,759,
and this obviously is unsustainable and
contributing to climate migration. We
read today about insurers pulling out of
markets altogether, not just in Florida,
but even here in Connecticut. Since
2021, nine carriers in Florida have
gone bankrupt. And not only did my
rates increase, but my local agent also
expressed he had lost 10 carriers in the
past year, as they no longer write cover-
age in Connecticut. One of them was
my brother’s home insurer, and he had
to scramble to find a new one at renew-
al. Unlike the recent inflation we’'ve
experienced, which has substantially
abated, insurance premiums will not go
back down. Climate change inflation is
here to stay.

We should be very concerned that
the continued existence of the home
insurance industry itself is under
threat of collapse. A May 14 article
by Business Issuance Magazine indi-
cates some areas of the U.S. are “march-
ing towards an uninsurable future” as
“homeowners insurance was unprofit-
able in 18 states last year.” Asrenowned
climate scientist Michale Mann said
in a CNN interview on Oct. 10: “the
first stage of uninhabitability is unin-
surability.” With insurers pulling out
from some areas of the country that
have experienced the most population
growth in the last half century, the
dream of a warm comfortable climate
year round has become a nightmare for
many. This will change things not just
for those who leave Florida behind, but
for those who’ve stayed put here in New
England, as many migrate back to the
safer place they once left behind. The
economic disruption climate change is
bringing will be felt deeply by us all and
Hurricanes Helene and Milton are just a
preview of what’s coming.

Vote Green for our children’s future!

KEN WOLSLEGEL
WOoO0DSTOCK

Farly voting has started!

To the Editor:

What a blast at the Brooklyn
Republican Town Committee’s Annual
Fundraiser at Hank’s Monday night!
Gracious hosts...thank you, Amy, and
your fabulous staff!

Thank you to our friend Jocelyn for
helping me with the first basket raffle I
have ever done! It was super fun and we
all had a lot of laughs!

Special thank-you to Joanne Eiler,
BRTC’s Chairman! Remember, this is
all volunteer, folks. We all share a love
of country and its values, foundation
and hope for the future in a pretty crazy
world.

Extra special thank you’s to Chris
Reddy, whose opponent sent out the
hateful and untrue giant postcard
that I received this week. It was great
to receive his as well...not so giant,
but reaffirming his values and stellar
reputation as a true public servant.

With regards to the reproductive
rights dialog you will read in your giant
postcard, young women were lied to
in the “70’s and continue to be lied to
instead of using the many opportuni-
ties to avoid conception. This would be
identified as being responsible...by
the woman and the medical provider.
Believers place equal value on both
lives.

Thank you, Mike France, Anne
Dauphanais, Chris Reddy, Mike Morey,
Michelle Garabedian locals...Austin
and Caroline Tanner, Deb and Lance (I
called him Vance last night...oops) and
all of our supporters, Hank’s customers
who joined in the fun and contributed as
well. We love and thank you all!

Please pray for America! And vote!

Tamr WYKES
BROOKLYN
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RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

I CANDERSEN

WINDOWS & DOORS

Call before October 31

NO NO NO

money payments interest
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Heating your home will be expensive this year, but we can help
you save mohey!

Our Fibrex® window material provides optimal insulation, so your home stays
cozy year-round. And with this improved energy efficiency, our windows can
help lower your monthly energy bills.

We work with you to stay within your budget.

Don’t have a window and door savings account? No problem! We offer several
ways to pay for your project. Pay nothing for a whole year, or set up a super low
monthly payment.

We handpick the most skilled craftsmen to install your windows.
We put our installers through our intense Certified Master Installer training
program to ensure they meet our very high standards. Their expertise is one
reason why we have more 5-star reviews than other leading, full-service
window replacement companies.*

sanversen: 959-456-0067

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

'Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 4 or more. Buy 2 windows or doors and get the second 2 windows or doors, of equal or lesser value, 50% off — applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. BOGO 50% off discount valid during first appointment only.
Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 10/31/24 with the purchase then occurring on or before 11/10/24. *Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among full-service window
replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Southern New England Windows, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of
Southern New England. CT HIC.0634555. MA 173245. R136079. All residents of islands will be subject to an island surcharge. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

?Plan 4521. Subject to credit approval. Rates range from 14.26% - 21.19% APR (interest rates range from 15.99% - 24.99%). Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Loans for the
GreenSky® consumer loan program are provided by Synovus Bank, Member FDIC, NMLS #408043, without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, disability, or familial status. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of your lender, NMLS #1416362. www.
nmisconsumeraccess.org. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLCand is licensed to banks and other financial institutions for their use in connection with that consumer loan program. GreenSky Servicing, LLCis a financial technology company that manages the GreenSky®
consumer loan program by providing origination and servicing support to banks and other financial institutions that make or hold program loans. GreenSky, LLCand GreenSky Servicing, LLCare not lenders. All credit decisions and loan terms are determined by program lenders.
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Jo-Ann Szymczak
REALTOR® EMERITUS
Re/Max Vision

c: 774.230.5044

0: 508.943.7669

With over 47 years of experience, I have a home office in
Dudley. The RE/Max Vision office is located on 25 Union Street
in Worcester. Being a real estate agent is more than just placing
an ad in the newspaper or marketing online. I act as a counseler
to my client (buyer or seller). I provide assistance in marketing,
staging, inspections, negotiation, and educating them to real
estate values. It is a full time job. In order to provide good
service, I have a client coordinator, Vicki Bennett assisting me.

I was originally a math teacher and always had an interest in
real estate. When I acquired alicense I approached alocal broker
and began my real estate career. I am still actively involved
in teaching. I have taught real estate licensing and conducted
numerous real estate education classes in buying foreclosures
and landlord/tenant classes in Night-life programs at Bay Path
Vocational and Assabet Valley Technical School.

VISION

w®

The business has changed because of techology and the
information network making it easier for buyers to obtain much
of their needed information through the internet. For sellers,
environmental issues and more informed consumers has made
it critical that sellers get professional assistance early to sell their
home. Buyers are all watching HGTV and have very specific
expectations. Sellers need guidance in staging and making
sure they have prepared their house for home inspections.
Professionals are able to make it a more pleasurable experience
for both buyers and sellers by counselling them.

“HOME FOR HEROES”

The most recent changes I have made in doing business is I
have partnered wih Diane Casey-Luong the Massaschusetts #1
Homes for Heroes Realtor.

We are participating in a program that recognizes thsoe
who serve our community. It’s just one way to give back and
say, “Thank You” for all you've done. Fire-fighters, EMS, Law
Enforcement, Healthcare Professional, Teachers and Military
Members and Veterans from across the country have saved
over 90 Mlllion Dollara!

COMMUNITY IS IMPORTANT... PEOPLE ARE
IMPORTANT. If you need help in buying or selling
I offer a hometown advantage along with regional experience.
Feel free to call me to discuss your real estate options.

o RE/MAX
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Stonebridge Press is the parent company to seven newspapers in Massachusetts,
and four newspapers in Northeast Connecticut. The best way to become familiar
with our publications is to visit our website - www.StonebridgePress.com - where
you can browse our papers and our advertisers. All advertisements are published
on our website in the current issue and on the archives.

All of our community newspapers are mailed by the U.S. Post Office to house-
holds who have requested the paper (nine of our publications are free to house-
holds and two by paid subscriptions). We have a circulation of approximately
43,000+ households in Massachusetts and 16,000+ households in Northeast
Connecticut.

If you have any questions about our papers, please don't hesitate to contact
Mikaela, 774-200-7308 who will be happy to assist you.

MASSACHUSETTS: Spencer New Leader, Southbridge News, Auburn News,
Charlton Villager, Sturbridge Villager, Blackstone Valley Tribune, Webster Times
CONNECTICUT: Killingly Villager, Putnam Villager, Thompson Villager, Woodstock Villager

One look at our name
gives away our aim!

At Your Health Matters we have spent the last nine years supporting our community in its
ongoing drive to improve health using the gifts that nature will always have to offer us.

With gratitude, we appreciate and thank you for joining us in this mission.

If you have yet to visit us we hope you will soon.

308 LAKESIDE

308 East Main Street
East Brookfield, MA
774-449-8333

We are open Sunday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday:
11 — 8 p.m. and Friday &
Saturday: 11 -9 p.m.

A

Stop in for our daily lunch
and dinner specials!

Live music
Friday nights

You can check out our quality line of supplements, body care without the unnecessary
chemicals, and foods closer to what nature has always intended.
Drop in and say hello to Cello, but be careful as she is very cute and quick to offer a friendly lick.

Keep yourselves well 'til we gather again,
ol s s David Termine, Your Health Matters

yo 7 ) (RN FISKE HILL PLAZA
71 Main St t (Rt 131) Sturbridge, MA
SHEALTH® it

N . 48

3% ‘ " Cleaner Food, Better Supplements, & Purer Body Care
i Organic, Non-GMO, & Gluten Free options

Where the entire store is
‘the healthy seation Nourish Healthier, Live Happier, Sharing Natures Wisdom

20 % OfF wienyouspenaso000r mor.
1
1

Must present coupon at checkout.
Your Total Purchase ~Your Health Matters~

Gift them Health... Certificates Available

Tues-Fri 10am-6pm ¢ Sat 10am-5pm

Purposeful Coffee and Teas ® Chocolates ® Candles
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Easy ways to support small businesses

It’s easy to overlook how - Before you immediately
integral small businesses are go with a well-known chain
to local, national and even or e-commerce giant, find out
global economies. The Small if a local retailer offers the

Ideas about shopping are never
set in stone, and the pandemic
illustrated just how quickly con-
sumer trends and opinions can

Business  Administration same items you need and shop change. Many individuals are
and the US Census Bureau there. ) now reevaluating how they spend
indicate small businesses « Actively discover new

their hard-earned money, partic-
ularly since inflation has affect-
ed just how far a dollar can be
stretched. When consumers think
about which stores to patronize,
locally owned businesses may be
the smartest option for a num-
ber of reasons — not the least of
which is the way such enterpris-
es benefit the communities they

brands, check them out, and
then spread the word about
your findings to others.

» Share posts from small
businesses on social media.
It’s good exposure for them
and can help to widen their
customer base.

» Attend special events or

account for 99.7 percent of
all American businesses,
employing 56.8 million peo-
ple. Similarly, according to
Statistics Canada, local busi-
nesses classified as micro or
small businesses made up 98.1
percent of all the employers in
Canada in 2021.

Since mall businesses are promotions hosted by local call home.
the economic engine of many businesses. Well-attended More money kept in the com-
neighborhoods and com- events may spark others’ curi- munity
munities, it’s in everyone’s osity. Shopping locally means that

best interest to pitch in and
ensure such firms’ success.
Thankfully, it’s easy for any-
one to support the small busi-
nesses that make their com-
munities unique.

« Shop locally and online
from small businesses as much
as possible. If you cannot shop
right away, consider purchas-
ing gift cards to the retailer

« Share a quick photo of
something you bought at a
small business or of a service
they provided. For example, if
a local landscaping company
did a wonderful job putting in
a new patio or pavers, share
the before and after with those
you know.

Communities can embrace
various strategies to support
or service provider and share the small businesses that
them as gifts to others. make Main Street unique.

more money will stay in the
community. According to recent
research from Civic Economics,
local eateries return nearly 79
percent of revenue to the com-
munity, compared to just over
30 percent for chain restaurants.
Overall, for every $100 spent
at a local business, around $73
remains in the community, verus
roughly $43 when shopping at a
non-locally owned business.
Get a personal touch

ly are inclined to go the extramile
for their customers and are per-
sonally invested in the services
and products they are selling. As
a result, shopping locally tends
to be a personalized experience.
Furthermore, a local business
owner may be more amenable to
ordering products for specific cli-
entele. Such personalized service
is typically not accessible when
shopping big box stores or other
shops where owners are off-site.

Lines are short

Waiting in long lines for check-
out or to pick up merchandise
ordered online can drain con-
sumers’ energy and contribute
to stress. Local businesses tend
to have short lines and small
crowds, which can lead to a more
pleasant shopping experience.

Generates tax revenue

Local businesses generate
more tax revenue per sales dol-
lar, according to Rubicon, a dig-
ital marketplace for waste and
recycling businesses. Taxes paid
by local small businesses go to
support schools, parks, roads,
and other programs that benefit
the community as well.

How communities benefit when consumers shop local
Local business owners typical-

Support nonprofits

Local businesses often support
good work in the community,
such as nonprofit groups. These
can include schools and sports
teams, among other groups.
According to Dr. Sue Lynn
Sasser, professor of econom-
ics at the University of Central
OKklahoma, studies indicate non-
profits “receive 250 percent more
support from small businesses
than larger ones.”

Support other local businesses

Local business support other
local businesses by buying and
selling among each other. A local,
independently owned restaurant
may source its ingredients from
local farms, which means visitors
to such eateries are supporting
multiple local businesses each
time they dine out.

Small businesses are a boon to
the economy, particularly local
economies. These enterprises

help their communities in a mul-

Local &

titude of ways.

Exceptional Service!

Buying... I am an accredited buyers representative
Selling... I have a proven marketing plan

Family Owned & Operated Since 1978
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

Relocating... I can guide you every step of the way!

S
LISA | CARON

. |
L REAL ESTATE

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Over
20 Years
Experience

Lisa Garon, Broker/Owner
ABR, GRI. SRES, MRP. CDPE, PSA. RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

42 W. Main Street (Rt.9) Brookfield, MA

508-341-8299 =
www.lisacaron.com ==

ELECTRONICS

In-Home Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal

Dave’s Appliance Inc.

508-867-3122 ¢ Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

New And
Slightly

| Used

| Appliances

HOURS:
Mon-Thurs 9-6

Fri 9-5
Sat 10-3
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"Quality counts when no one is looking."
Asphalt paving for over 50 years!

DRIVEWAYS

ASPHALT PAVING INC. I > gAR”gﬁ LoTs
SPENCER, MA. EAL GOATING

774-261-5181 FREE ESTIMATES
ESTABLISHED 1963

KeyesPaving.com Kennykeyes62@gmail.com
508-864-9708 | 508-347-7499

K Fully Insured * Owner/Operator

COME SEE OUR UPDATED
FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT® EQUIPMENT AND
5 FOR HEALTHY LIVING
[ 5 FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY WELLNESS CENTER!

THE MOVING CREW

like us on

facebook

CALL US TODAY FIND CU;WHAT ‘S NEW FIND YOUR Y

Tri-Community Family Branch
508-868-4291 43 Everett Street, Southbridge, MA

www.FreshStartMovingCrew.com
MDPU# 31690 | USDOT# 2407387 | MC# 828326 YM CA OF CENTRAL MAS SACH US ETTS
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Here for You Through All Life’s Journeys.

We provide wealthcare built on trust.

At Capstone Planning group, we specialize in retirement income planning to help you prepare for your future,
no matter how far down the road retirement may be. Visit our experienced wealthcare professionals in our
comfortable and modern office as we help you plan how to pursue your financial goals.

o

Christopher Mallon
Senior Vice President,
Program Manager
LPL Registered
Principal

John Jawor
Vice President,
Financial Consultant

James McNamara
Financial Consultant

"

A

i

Kevin C. Outland Dylan Arsenavult Jamey Mekal
Financial Consultant Investment Operations Manager of Client
Associate Relations

Schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Call us or visit our office.

508-764-0046
thecapstone.group

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INCOME

200 Charlton Road (Suite B)
Sturbridge, MA

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are:
broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates.

Cornerstone Bank, The Capstone Planning Group, and Capstone EDGE are not registered as a broker-dealer or
investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services using The Capstone Planning Not Insured by FDIC or any other Government Agency
Group or Capstone EDGE and may also be employees of Cornerstone Bank. These products and services are
being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate entities from, and not affiliates of, Cornerstone Not Bank Guaranteed
Bank, The Capstone Planning Group, and Capstone EDGE.

Not Bank Deposits

May Lose Val
or Obligations ay Lose Yalue
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CENTURY 21 GLASS &

NORTH EAST
Here for all your SCREEN

real estate needs!

REPAIR

Foggy, cracked, or broken glass
in your windows or doors?
Repair or replace before the cold weather sets in!

New Screens made to fit
existing windows Estimates

We can save you time and money

We offer Same Day Service on most

Dorrincda O Kool Shea e oy insulated glass repairs, with great prices!

'978-434-1990 Ramco Window Services, Inc.
Dorrinda@c21lovett.com 1152 Main St (Rt. 9) Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-4200 « rwsi4108@verizon.net

Tired of the same old, same ol0) Need a relaxing hrobby
when shopping for gifts? < for the long cold duys?

=T

CRAFTWORKS

Founded in 1979, Craftworks is one of the oldest
artisan cooperatives in New England.

We carry high-quality, made in the US jewelry, pottery, quilts, bath
and beauty products, wood and glass decor, directly from the
artisans and priced competitively.

Craftworks also features an extensive selection of fine yarns and
sundries, and offers a variety of classes in knitting, crochet, and
other fiber arts, in a warm and supportive environment.

Stop in or head over to our website for online shopping
and class calendar.

243 WEST MAIN ST., NORTHBORO MENT]OE T
: AD FOR $5 OFF

. (508) 3939435

. HOURS: MON-FRI 12-6 & SAT-SUN 12-4

WWW.CRAFTWORKSCOOP.COM

*One per customer




al'te,S Trusted Brands. Great Prices.
OoOnme Excellent Service.

The Area’s Best Selection of
FURNITURE & MATTRESSES

Plenty of items In-Stock & Ready for Delivery OR Choose Custom Upholstery as well as
Handcrafted Dining Room and Bedroom options from Solid Wood & Made in America!

STEARNS Em{z/ TEMPUR-PEDIC (Serfa)

Check out the
work of an
assortment of
Area Artists.

771 Washington St, Auburn, MA - 508-438-4400 - harteshome.com
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= Alternat:ves Vi

- For Health
3]

%

=P e

Bulk Herbs Essential Oils Herbal Remedies Reiki, Ear Coning
Teas Flower Essences Homeopathics Biomat Classes

426 Main Street Sturbrldge MA 01566 * 508-347-2111 * alternatives-4health.com

With over 25 years as a licensed BrokRer, I'm here to guide you
through buying or selling your home—whether it's a cozy
condo, a waterfront property, or new construction.

My commitment to clients has earned me the trust of many,
leading to a business built on repeat clients and referrals.
In today’s bustling market, you deserve a Realtor who
brings experience, dedication, and a touch of integrity to
maRe your real estate journey smooth and stress-free.

I welcome you to see what my clients have shared

about their experiences with me

Check out my reviews on my website, www.MesRealty.com.

508.612.1382 111
22 RemAX MESResltmeam Mary Vigliatura StolarczyR

Mary@WiliSeltit.com ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame
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