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Cool off for a 
cause at 

Wild Bill 
Swim and 

Paddle 
Challenge

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

BROOKFIELD — Local residents are invited to 
cool off  for a cause at the fourth annual Wild Bill 
Swim and Paddle Challenge fundraiser.

Set for Saturday, Aug. 9, the event will take place 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon at Lake Quacumquasit (South 
Pond) in Brookfield. The celebration will start at the 
South Pond public beach.

Established by Jennifer Yorzyk-Triger in honor 
of  her late father, Olympic gold medalist Dr. William 
“Bill” Yorzyk, the event continues to draw more Courtesy

Local guests take part in recent “Wild Bill Swim” fundraisers. Turn To WILD BILL page     A13

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — Members of  

the Leicester Police Department 
will be honored next week for 
their actions taken during recent 
responses.

On Aug. 5, town officials will 
hold a recognition ceremony at 6 
p.m. inside the Town Hall gymna-
sium.

LPD Det. Sgt. Matthew Brady, 
Det. Travis McCauley, Officer Ives 
Fisher, and K-9 Officer Matthew 
Fenuccio (and K-9 Cooney) will be 
honored for their actions during 
a July 6 pursuit of  a carjacking 
suspect.

The incident began when a sus-
pect on probation took a vehicle 
without permission from a resi-
dence in Clinton, striking several 
people and causing property dam-
age.

Later that day, the same sus-
pect carjacked a woman at a Dairy 
Queen in West Boylston, then fled 
the area in her stolen vehicle.

At approximately 7:45 p.m. that 
evening, Leicester Police officers 
were notified that members of  the 
Worcester Police Department were 
pursuing the carjacking suspect in 
the stolen vehicle, heading west as 
it approached Leicester on Route 9. 

Leicester Police Sgt. Matthew 

Brady observed the vehicle on 
Main Street in the area of  Waite 
Street, then assumed the pursuit. 
A short time later, Detective Travis 
McCauley and Officer Ives Fisher 
also followed the vehicle.

The suspect traveled down 
Pleasant Street and eventually 
onto Hartwell Road in Oxford, 
police said. 

“At that time, the vehicle turned 
around on another person’s front 
lawn, accelerated, and intention-
ally rammed Sgt. Brady’s cruis-
er on the driver’s side as he was 
attempting to exit, trapping him 
inside,” an LPD-issued statement 
read. “Det. McCauley and Officer 
Fisher immediately took the 
occupants into custody, detaining 
them for the West Boylston Police 
Department.” 

LPD K-9 handler Matthew 
Fenuccio and K-9 Cooney also 
responded to the scene, as well 
as officers from Worcester, 
West Boylston, Oxford, and the 
Massachusetts State Police.

Also scheduled to be honored 
during next week’s ceremony is 
Officer Paul Pepin, who assisted 
two critically injured colleagues 
following a serious accident last 
month.

On July 10, Pepin was enjoy-
ing an off-duty motorcycle ride 
with fellow LPD Officers Edward 

Santiago and Stephen Kustigian. 
While riding ahead of  them on a 
road in Worcester, Pepin noticed 
that they were no longer behind 
him.

After reversing direction, Pepin 
observed that his colleagues had 
both been involved in a collision 
with another vehicle. He immedi-
ately rendered aid, including the 
application of  a tourniquet, while 
waiting for the arrival of  EMS 
personnel.

Pepin later visited his friends 
in the hospital to provide support 
and comfort for their families.

Both officers who were involved 
in the wreck are expected to be out 
of  work for an extended period, 
police leaders said. The driver who 
struck the officers was arrested 
and charged with OUI.

Meanwhile, strong community 
support continues to pour in for 
the injured officers through dona-
tions. Please check out the police 
department’s social media pages 
for more information on how you 
can help.

The Aug. 5 program is also 
expected to include a pinning cere-
mony for Leicester’s newest police 
officer, Nicholas Wilson.

Local legislators and other area 
leaders have been invited to the 
program.

Spencer Fair returns  
Labor Day weekend

SPENCER — Though it seems that summer only 
just began, the annual Spencer Fair is right around 
the corner.

The four-day Labor Day weekend fair is set to run 
from Aug. 29 through Sept. 1.

As always, the fair will feature a packed lineup 
of  musical performances. These include special 
themed shows and several tribute bands.

Additionally, the event will offer a combination 
of  beloved returning programs and exciting new 
offerings.

Multiple tractor pulls are on this year’s schedule, 
in addition to truck pulls and a demolition derby. 
Agricultural exhibits, contests, and competitions 
will also be offered, including the always popular 
display of  giant pumpkins.

Also returning is a favorite for families and guests 
of  all ages, the Midway, offering attendees thrilling 
rides and activities.

Meanwhile, several local vendors and growers are 
also scheduled to attend the fair.

General admission to the fair is $18 per person 
($15 for advanced sales). Seniors, military members, 
and children ages seven to 12 will pay $12. 

Children under the age of  seven will get into the 
fair free of  charge.

Information on weekend passes and other special 
ticket options is available on the fair Web site.

No pets (except for service dogs) are allowed on 
the fairgrounds. Additionally, no large coolers or 
bags, weapons, or outside alcoholic beverages are 
allowed on site.

To learn more about the fair, including a full 
schedule of  musical acts and competitions, visit 
www.spencerfair.org.

Fair organizers thank all local sponsors for their 
support.

The fairgrounds are located at 48 Smithville Rd. 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — Set 

to open this fall, The 
Wolverine Grill will 
provide Leicester High 
School culinary arts 
students with a unique 
opportunity to serve the 
public.

The Wolverine Grill 
will be located at the 
old Leicester High/
Middle School on 
Winslow Avenue, which 
now serves as the dis-
trict’s Career Technical 
Education School (CTE).  

The facility will repre-
sent a key component of  
the recently established 
culinary arts depart-
ment at Leicester High 
School. Students will 
gain real-world, hands-
on experience by serving 
the public from a newly 
renovated commercial 
kitchen.  

“The public is invited 
to see first-hand the deli-
cious menus selected and 

prepared by Leicester 
High School students,” 
read a statement released 
by district leaders.    

The exact date for the 
opening of  the restaurant 
has not been announced. 
Leicester Public Schools 
Superintendent Brett 
Kustigian said guests can 
expect to see it open this 
fall.  

“This is a first for 
LHS. Running a restau-
rant is sophisticated, 
and it requires strong 
financial and opera-
tional management,” 
Kustigian told the New 
Leader. “Fortunately, we 
have the support of  the 
community and volun-
teers to help get it off  the 
ground. I have no doubt 
The Wolverine Grill will 
be successful, as the 
culinary arts program 
is proving to be extreme-
ly popular with the stu-
dents.”      

Each Chapter 74 
program must have a 

Professional Advisory 
Committee (PAC), school 
officials explained. The 
PAC is a group of  individ-
uals who provide expert 
advice and recommenda-
tions to help guide the 
development and imple-
mentation of  these pro-
grams.  

The Leicester Culinary 
PAC is comprised of  
several local business 
professionals. These 
include Jeff  Eller (owner 
of  Eller’s Restaurant), 
Briana Azier (owner of  
Bri’s Sweet Treats), and 
Torr Byland (Deangelo’s 
owner), among many oth-
ers.  

These professionals are 
helping to inform deci-
sions related to curric-
ulum, instruction, and 
assessment.     

Additionally, the CARE 
group of  Leicester volun-
teered to clean and help 
decorate the restaurant Courtesy

A new educational facility will allow LHS students to serve members of the public at The 
Wolverine Grill.

LHS culinary students to serve public at new Wolverine Grill

Turn To WOLVERINE page     A12

Police officers to be honored
 for actions during recent calls
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REGION — In response to 
last month’s deadly fire at 
a Fall River assisted living 
residence, state leaders have 
announced steps to enhance 
the safety of  residents liv-
ing in facilities across the 
Commonwealth. 

A July 13 fire at Gabriel 
House, an assisted living res-
idence (ALR) in Fall River, 
left 10 residents dead and 
dozens injured. 

Firefighters and residents 
were among the injured, 
according to State Fire 
Marshal Jon Davine.

“What happened in Fall 
River is a horrible trage-
dy. Our hearts are with the 
families who lost loved ones 
and the first responders 
who saved so many others,” 
said Gov. Maura Healey. 
“This is a moment to make 
sure that every assisted liv-
ing residence is prepared to 
respond to emergencies and 
to protect the safety of  their 
residents.”

On July 21, the state’s 
Executive Office of  Aging 
and Independence – the 
agency tasked with ensur-
ing that ALRs are in compli-
ance with state regulations 
– launched a statewide ini-

tiative to ensure that all 273 
ALRs across Massachusetts 
are prepared to protect res-
idents during emergencies. 

As part of  the initiative, 
all ALRs must issue a let-
ter to residents and families 
outlining fire safety proto-
cols, evacuation procedures, 
and key points of  contact for 
questions or concerns follow-
ing an emergency. 

Additionally, ALRs have 
been directed to ensure that 
evacuation instructions and 
exit routes are posted inside 
each resident’s unit, as well 
as in common areas.

Furthermore, state offi-
cials will distribute a fire 
safety assessment survey 
that all ALRs must complete, 
reaffirming compliance with 
fire safety requirements 
such as sprinkler systems, 
fire drills, evacuation pro-
tocols, and maintenance of  
fire-rated doors and walls. 

Providers will also report 
information on key systems 
within their buildings to 
help prioritize oversight.

Additionally, ALRs must 
submit a site-specific emer-
gency preparedness plan to 
state officials.

“We are engaging every 
assisted living provider 
in this process. By requir-
ing clear communication 
with residents and detailed 
reporting to the state, we are 
making sure resident safety 
is front and center – today 
and every day,” said Office 
of  Aging and Independence 
Secretary Robin Lipson. 
“Our entire team is com-
mitted to strengthening 
emergency readiness and 
improving standards across 
the assisted living sector in 
Massachusetts.”

While state leaders com-
mend providers for steps 
already taken to ensure safe-
ty, they insist that more can 
be done statewide.

“These immediate actions 
underscore our administra-
tion’s commitment to pro-
tecting our vulnerable pop-
ulations. We are working 
closely with providers, local 
officials, and families to put 
safety first and provide the 
peace of  mind that residents 
deserve,” said Massachusetts 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Kiame Mahaniah.

The Office of  Aging and 
Independence is also in 
the process of  finalizing 
proposed amendments 
to strengthen regulatory 
requirements for ALRs.

The investigation into the 
cause of  the Gabriel House 
fire is being conducted by 
the Bristol County District 
Attorney’s Office, State 
Police detectives, the Fall 
River Fire Department, Fall 
River Police Department, 
and the State Police Fire 
Investigation Unit assigned 
to the State Fire Marshal’s 
office.

“Investigators identified 
an oxygen concentrator and 
numerous smoking materi-
als in the room of  origin,” 
read a statement released 
by the state’s Department of  
Fire Services. “They devel-
oped hypotheses by which 
either of  these could have 
ignited a fire, but were unable 
to test them. Tragically, the 
occupant of  this room was 
among those who lost their 
lives on July 13, and inves-
tigators could not obtain 
an account of  the fire in its 
beginning stages.”
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Meet Flash, a sweet guy 
who is in need of MCL sur-
gery, which will be covered 
by Second Chance, and is 
looking for a foster or foster 
to adopt home. Due to his 
recovery needs, he is looking 
for a peaceful, quiet environ-
ment so he can rest and heal. 
He would do best in a home 
without other pets or young 
children. Flash can be nervous 
around new people, and it 
may take a few meetings for 
him to feel comfortable and 
build trust. However, once he opens up, his loving and 
affectionate nature will shine through, and you’ll be 
rewarded with a loyal and sweet companion. If you’re 
looking for a dog who will show his true colors with 
patience and care, Flash could be the perfect fit during 
his recovery journey.

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

BROOKFIELD 
$610,000, 77 Rice Corner Rd, Mark & 

Tracey Simonelli Ft, and Simonelli, 
Mark J, to Rondina, Allan.

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$650,000, 18 Water St, Pappas, Carol 

A, and Pappas, Gregory J, to Trujillo, 
Brendaliz, and Gonzalez, Danilkys.

$565,000, 214 Rawson St, Aguinada, 
Jose S, to Dwyer, Bruce, and Dwyer, 
Diane.

$425,000, 66 Virginia Dr #66, Clark 
Jr John F Est, and Clark, Lynn M, to 
Fontaine, Deborah L.

$365,000, 6 Atwood St, Marianna 
Duda T, and Perry, Hedy, to Soucie, 
Kevin.

$355,000, 29 Mayflower Rd, 29 
Mayflower Road T, and Goodrich Mtn 
Lane LLC Tr, to Ngo, Quanglinh, and 
Ngo, Renee A.

$255,000, 40 Lakeview Dr, Mcmanus-
Hazzard, Lee, and Hazzard, Mike, to 
Diesel Flips LLC.

$170,000, 14 Deer Pond Dr, Pianka, 
Zdzislaw, and Pianka, Katarzyna, to 
Krawczyk, Marek.

$125,000, Breezy Green Rd, Foy, 
David P, and Foy, Alyssa J, to Oneil, 
Sean M, and Oneil, Lisa A.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$455,000, 24 Mill Rd, Barrette, 

Richard P, to Mitchell Jr, John P, and 
Mitchell, Alicea R.

$390,000, 2 Mccarthy Rd, 
Carbonneau, Edward J, to Desrosiers, 
Leo, and Barrows, Lauren.

$360,000, 7 Fullam Hill Rd, 
Agualema, Luis D, and Zhau, Maria 
Y, to Rojas, Jennifer, and Nieves, 
Braulio V.

SPENCER
$800,000, 85 Hastings Rd, Miner, 

Allan R, and Miner, Wendy A, to 
Lyon, Stephen, and Lyon, Wendy.

$665,000, 10 Pauls Dr, Jahnke 
Construction LLC, to Maracallo, 
Angelica, and Maracallo, Alexander 
M.

$450,000, 53 Oakland Dr, Swam, 
Danute M, and Swam, Robert J, to 
Morton, Kyle D, and Morton, Kelly T.

$350,000, 15 Depot Rd, Meloche, 
Catherine J, to Mehtala Sr, Jonathan 
G, and Mehtala, Wilhelmina A.

$300,000, 53 Chestnut St, Spencer 
Real Estate LLC, to Chestnut Op LLC.

$70,000, Brooks Pond Rd, Sielis, 
James, to F T Smith Trucking & 
Exca.

WARREN
$650,000, 326 Little Rest Rd, Day, 

Jacquelyn J, and Day, Ryan M, to 
Nordstrom-Ramos, Noelle, and 
Nordstrom-Ramos, Michael.

$319,000, 114 Southbridge Rd, 
Melanson, Richard J, and Melanson, 
Nancy B, to Canton, Donald.

$315,000, 37 Winthrop Ter, 
Benjamin, Paul V, and Benjamin, 
Jeanne H, to Whistlestop T, and 
Macdonald, Susan A.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$90,000, 46 Atwater Ave, William 

Henry King RET, and King, William 
H, to Perham, Donald H, and Perham, 
Doris J.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Fall River tragedy prompts 
demands for improved fire safety

Scholarship 
Scramble golf 

tournament set for 
Aug. 9

WEST BROOKFIELD — Sons of  the American Legion, Post 
244, West Brookfield, is hosting its 20th Annual “Scholarship 
Scramble” Golf  Tournament on Saturday, Aug. 9. This 
18-hole tournament begins with an 8 a.m. Shotgun start at 
Quail Hollow Country Club, Oakham.

A chicken dinner, raffles, and prizes will follow at the 
Legion Post 244 in West Brookfield

Entry fee of  $120 per person must be received by Aug. 2, 
2025. For more information, contact Kevin at 774 230-3262 or 
Gary at 508 450-8643.
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www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Full Time Position
Oil Burner Service Tech

MA Oil Burner Tech License required.
Full Time position with benefits and vacation.

Local service area, no cities.
Potential signing bonus based on experience.

Call Sherman Oil to inquire.
508-867-7447 or email shermanoil@aol.com.

WORCESTER — Local 
student Matthew Cronin 
is redefining success by 
turning personal obsta-
cles into opportunities, 
thanks in part to the 
SUCCESS Scholars pro-
gram at Quinsigamond 
Community College.

Cronin is part of  QCC’s 
SUCCESS Scholars pro-
gram, a state-funded 
initiative that provides 
support for students fac-
ing systemic barriers. 
Since starting at QCC in 
the fall of  2023, Cronin 
has made the Dean’s 
List and is a member of  
Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society. Cronin cited the 
SUCCESS program as a 
factor in his impressive 

academic performance.
“I used to struggle in 

school and people in my 
life told me I couldn’t do 
it,” Cronin shared. “Now, 
I’m using my disabilities 
as a superpower.”

Growing up, Cronin’s 
learning disabilities, 
including ADHD and 
auditory processing 
disorder, weren’t prop-
erly addressed, which 
led to academic difficul-
ties. After high school, 
he completed a small 
amount of  training and 
worked in medical billing 
but desired a more fulfill-
ing career.

Encouraged by staff  
at Genesis Clubhouse, a 
vocational and rehabilita-

tion program for individ-
uals who live with mental 
illness, Cronin applied to 
QCC. What might have 
previously been out of  
financial reach became 
affordable to Cronin 
thanks to the implemen-
tation of  MassReconnect, 
the state-funded program 
covering community col-
lege tuition and fees for 
students over 25 who hav-
en’t received a bachelor’s 
degree.

Once enrolled at QCC, 
Cronin began meet-
ing with a SUCCESS 
advisor. The program 
utilizes a case manage-
ment approach focused 
on building relation-
ships with students. The 

SUCCESS advisor serves 
as a main contact to guide 
students through college 
processes and expecta-
tions, navigate challeng-
es and connect them with 
key supports.

“Matthew’s journey 
is a powerful reminder 
of  the transformative 
impact of  access, support 
and belonging. Programs 
like SUCCESS Scholars 
and MassReconnect are 
not just helping students 
stay in college — they’re 
empowering students 
like Matthew to thrive, 
lead and inspire oth-
ers along the way,” said 
Associate Vice President 
of  Academic Affairs 
Kevin Li.

In this newfound sup-
portive environment, 
Cronin was able to explore 
his passions and joined 
the human services and 
deaf  studies programs. 
Currently, Cronin is pur-
suing the path to become 
a social worker and an 
advocate, translating per-
sonal experiences into 
meaningful change. He is 
also interested in entre-
preneurship and inspira-
tional speaking.

“Matthew is such a 
good example of  how to 
advocate for yourself  and 
effectively utilize resourc-
es,” said SUCCESS 
Scholars Academic 
Advisor Mallory Dutton. 
“Once he got his feet 

firmly on the ground in 
college, his first instinct 
was to help other people 
see that this is possible 
for them too.”

Cronin also recognized 
other QCC supports, 
such as the Student 
Accessibility Services 
(SAS) department, which 
has been instrumental to 
his achievements. SAS 
academic coaches have 
helped Cronin develop 
personalized strategies 
addressing time manage-
ment and learning tech-
niques. This, combined 
with his work in the 
SUCCESS Scholars pro-
gram, has transformed 
his approach to educa-
tion.

QCC SUCCESS Scholar proves 
there’s no one way to learn

SPENCER — The Spencer Parks & Recreation 
Commission’s 2025 Summer Concert Series features 
the Deloreans from 2 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 3 at 
Powder Mill Park, corner Smithville and Meadow 
Roads, Spencer with.

 
     The Deloreans is a seven-piece horn band that 

performs mostly pop, rock and soul hits of  the ‘70s 
and ‘80s. The instrumentation is guitar, bass, drums, 
keyboards, sax, trumpet and trombone. Four members 
sing and create great harmonies and backups.

 
     The series runs every Sunday through Aug. 24, and 

continues Aug. 10 with the Love Dogs. 
 
     The concert series is proudly sponsored by 

Cornerstone Bank. Serving Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, Cornerstone Bank’s local presence and 
community-based banking model enables a unique 
ability to deliver outstanding service, with a per-
sonal touch. Cornerstone provides the highest level 
of  service and expertise for individuals, businesses, 
and community organizations with branch locations 
throughout Central Massachusetts.

Spencer summer concerts continue with the Deloreans

Officials brace for peak 
 mosquito-borne illness season

B Y  K E V I N  F L A N D E R S 
STAFF WRITER

REGION — As we approach the peak season for West Nile virus (WNV) and Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis (EEE), area residents are urged to take precautions to avoid mosquito bites.

Last month, the Massachusetts Department of  Public Health (DPH) announced the first confirmed 
animal case of  WNV in 2025. A goat was exposed to WNV in Lunenburg in Worcester County, officials 
said.

“With this evidence of  an animal infected with West Nile virus, we know that there are the right 
conditions and enough disease circulating to result in a human infection,” said Public Health 
Commissioner Robbie Goldstein. “The elevated temperatures, combined with high humidity, increase 
mosquito activity.”

WNV and EEE are both spread to humans through the bite of  an infected mosquito. Last year, due to 
excessive rainfall, saw several local communities placed at elevated risk for human infections.

While EEE can infect people of  all ages, individuals under 15 years of  age or over 50 are at greatest 
risk for serious illness. Symptoms of  EEE include high fever, muscle pain, headaches, and seizures. 
Symptoms can occur up to two weeks after a person is bitten by an infected mosquito.

WNV can cause fever, headaches, and rashes. The illness can sometimes be serious or fatal. 
Thus far, there have been no human cases of  WNV detected in Massachusetts. There were 19 human 

cases of  WNV recorded in 2024.
One of  the best ways to protect your family against mosquitoes is to avoid outdoor activities during 

peak mosquito hours from dusk to dawn. If  you must be outside during these hours, be sure to apply 
insect repellent and maximize clothing coverage of  exposed skin. 

Residents can also reduce the number of  mosquitoes around their homes by draining sources of  
standing water. Mosquitoes often lay their eggs in small pools, wheelbarrows, rain gutters, and drains. 
Residents are advised to frequently empty flowerpots and wading pools, in addition to changing the 
water in birdbaths daily. 

It is also important to make sure that window and door screens fit tightly. Screens with holes or open-
ings should be replaced, officials said. 

Local officials will post additional resources and updates on conditions within respective communi-
ties throughout the late summer and fall months.

Residents are also urged to take steps to protect their pets from mosquitoes.
“Animals that live outdoors are at somewhat higher risk from arboviruses than humans who spend 

more time indoors,” said State Epidemiologist Dr. Catherine Brown. “But the weather this summer is 
creating the opportunity for it to be a busy WNV season, and it is important to take steps to prevent 
mosquito bites.”

Additional information about EEE and WNV, as well as reports of  current and historical virus activ-
ity in Massachusetts, can be found by visiting www.mass.gov. 

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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SPENCER — Cornerstone Bank’s 
Customer Appreciation Day, held 
Saturday, July 12, at its newly renovated 
Spencer Branch, was more than just a 
celebration; it was a meaningful show 
of  gratitude and community support 
that included $10,000 in charitable dona-

tions to two local nonprofits.
The festive, family-friendly event 

welcomed community members to 
the branch for a morning filled with 
games, giveaways, complimentary ice 
cream from Suzy Q’s Ice Cream Truck 
and photos with Moola the Cash Cow. 
The highlight of  the day was a special 
donation presentation, during which 
Cornerstone Bank awarded $5,000 
checks to two deserving Spencer-based 
organizations.

The recipients were:
Beautifying Oncology Spa Services 

(B.O.S. Inc.) to support its mission of  
providing free spa and hair services to 
individuals undergoing chemotherapy 
or radiation treatment. The nonprofit 
helps restore confidence and well-being 
to those facing the physical and emo-
tional challenges of  cancer.

 Cole W. Victor Memorial Foundation 
Inc., which honors the memory of  Cole 
Victor, a beloved local resident, and has 
made a lasting impact on the Spencer 
community through initiatives such as 
a new public park gazebo and scholar-
ships for local students.

“This day was all about giving back to 

our customers, our neighbors and the 
organizations that make Spencer such a 
special place,” said Todd Tallman, CEO 
of  Cornerstone Bank. “The turnout was 
incredible, and we were especially hon-
ored to support these two nonprofits 
doing such meaningful work in our 
community.”

The event also marked the pub-
lic unveiling of  the branch’s modern 

renovations, designed with comfort 
and convenience in mind, reflecting 
Cornerstone Bank’s continued commit-
ment to serving customers and invest-
ing in the communities it calls home.

Cornerstone Bank thanks all who 
attended and looks forward to continu-
ing its tradition of  community connec-
tion and local support.

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, 
a subsidiary of  PeoplesBancorp, MHC, 
and Athol Savings Bank announced 
today the execution of  a merger agree-
ment, pursuant to which Athol Savings 
Bank (“ASB) will merge with and into 
Cornerstone Bank, which will expand 
Cornerstone into a new and vibrant 
region in north central Massachusetts. 
As part of  the merger, ASB will oper-
ate as a division of  Cornerstone Bank, 
maintaining its name and five branch 
locations. This strategic move allows 
Cornerstone Bank to bring its full suite 
of  digital banking services and custom-
er-focused innovations to an expanded 
clientele, while preserving the trusted 
local brand that ASB has built.

“This is an incredibly exciting time 
for us,” said Todd Tallman, CEO of  
Cornerstone Bank. “We are growing. 
Athol Savings Bank has a great team, 
and its mission, values and commit-
ment to mutuality align seamlessly 
with ours. This move will strengthen 
our ability to serve our communities 
while preserving our focus on custom-
er service. Our combined scale will 
make us more efficient, expand product 
offerings and improve customer service 
through shared resources and technol-
ogy. In today’s industry, scale matters.”

ASB’s strong financial performance 
and customer-first approach align well 
with Cornerstone’s commitment to 
growth and innovation. Customers can 
expect the same seamless, local ser-
vice with even better technology and 
improved access to financial planning 
tools on a robust digital platform, ele-
vating their overall banking experience. 
Further, as a combined organization, it 
will allow for enhanced commitment to 
charitable giving, community involve-
ment and volunteerism in the North 
Quabbin region.

ASB staff  will be retained and fully 
supported throughout the transition, 
with significant focus made to ensure 
continuity in roles by offering the same 
or similar positions. This collaboration 
is rooted in growth, not reduction.

In a key leadership transition, Daniel 
J. Zona, the current President and Chief  
Executive Officer of  ASB, will assume 
the role of  President of  Cornerstone 
Bank, succeeding Randal Webber, who 
announced in March he will be retir-
ing. The Cornerstone Bank Board of  
Directors will also expand to welcome 
four new members, including Mr. Zona, 
helping to round out leadership repre-
sentation across the newly expanded 
region the bank will now serve.

“I’m honored to lead Cornerstone 
Bank into this next chapter,” said Zona. 
“Both banks share a commitment to 

our community, employees and custom-
ers. Together, we can achieve strategic 
growth while maintaining a commu-
nity-first approach rooted in mutual 
values.”

Completion of  the transaction 
remains subject to approval by the cor-
porators of  ASB, as well as regulatory 
approval.  The closing is expected to be 
final in the first quarter of  2026.

Luse Gorman, P.C. served as legal 
counsel for Cornerstone Bank while 
Piper, Sandler & Co. served as Financial 
Advisor.  Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, P.C. 
served as legal counsel for ASB.

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank ($1.65 billion insti-

tution) was formed in 2017, born of  a 
long history of  supporting the com-
munity, and providing a strong foun-
dation to help people and business-
es thrive. Serving Worcester County, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence 
and community-based banking model 
enables a unique ability to deliver out-
standing service, with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone provides the highest level 
of  service and expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and community organiza-
tions with branch locations through-
out central Massachusetts. Cornerstone 
works to connect customers with oppor-
tunities through a broad range of  depos-
it and loan products and services. Built 
on Trust is not just a tagline, but also 
one of  our guiding corporate values. 
Whether a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone stands on the 
foundation that relationships are built 
on trust. To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and business banking 
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.    

About Athol Savings Bank 
Founded in 1867 in Athol, Athol 

Savings Bank ($650 million institution) 
has built a legacy of  local service, integ-
rity and trust for over 150 years. As a 
mutual savings bank, we answer to our 
customers, not shareholders, offering 
personalized financial solutions with 
a focus on community values. We are 
committed to continuous improvement, 
planned growth and delivering strength, 
stability and security to those we serve. 
As “A Solutions Bank,” we strive to 
meet the evolving needs of  our cus-
tomers and communities every day. To 
learn more about Athol Savings Bank, 
A Solutions Bank, please visit ibankasb.
com or call 888-249-3200.

j j j j j j

Garrett is a fun and lively boy with 
a big personality who loves bounc-
ing on the trampoline and playing 
outdoors. He enjoys expressing 
his creativity through coloring and 
drawing letters and numbers on his 
whiteboard. Garrett shows impres-
sive patience as he sorts through 
items in a large container, carefully 
inspecting each one before placing 
it behind the container—a favorite 
activity he enjoys with many differ-
ent toys. During his downtime, Gar-
rett likes watching TV and relaxing. 
In the classroom, he uses a com-
munication device and has been 
making great progress in using it 
effectively to express his needs and 

participate. 
https://www.mareinc.org/child/21182817133  

  Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.           

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource 
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the 
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can 
help children and teens in foster care.         

Garrett 
Age 10 

Registration #8406  

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Left to right: Todd Tallman, Cornerstone Bank CEO; Colleen Lord, VP Senior Market 
Manager; Melissa and George Victo, Founders of Cole W. Victor Memorial Foundation; Moola 
(mascot).

Courtesy

Todd Tallman, Cornerstone Bank CEO; Colleen Lord, VP Senior Market Manager; Michelle 
Hart, Founder of B.O.S. Inc.; Moola (mascot).

Cornerstone Bank’s Spencer branch Customer Appreciation 
Day a heartfelt celebration of community and giving

Cornerstone Bank announces 
merger with Athol Savings Bank, 
expanding footprint in Worcester 
County and North Central MA

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 7/28/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

AUGUST SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Sausage  
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Cheeseburger OR 
Cheeseburger Sub

 Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

+1.00 add bacon

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

DICK MCGRATH

HALL OF FAMERS
The National Baseball Hall of Fame’s Class of 2025 was 
inducted over the weekend in Cooperstown, N.Y. The inductees 
included (group photo, l to r), Billy Wagner, Ichiro Suzuki, CC 
Sabathia, the late Dick Allen (represented by his wife, Willa) 
and the late Dave Parker (represented by his son, Dave Parker 
Jr.). 

Local 
resident 
named to 
Simmons 
University 
Dean’s List

 
 
BOSTON — Eden Riel of  Cherry 
Valley was named to the 2025 
spring semester dean’s list at 
Simmons University in Boston. 
 
To qualify for dean’s list status, under-
graduate students must obtain a grade 
point average of  3.5 or higher, based 
on 12 or more credit hours of  work in 
classes using the letter grade system. 
 
About Simmons University 
Located in the heart of  Boston, 
Simmons is a respected private uni-
versity offering nearly 50 majors and 
programs for undergraduate women 
and graduate programs open to all on 
campus, in blended formats, or entirely 
online in nursing and health sciences, 
liberal arts, business, communications, 
social work, public health, and library 
and information science. Founded in 
1899, Simmons has established a model 
of  higher education that other colleges 
and universities are only recently 
beginning to adapt: the combination 
of  education for leadership in high-de-
mand professional fields with the intel-
lectual foundation of  the liberal arts. 
The result is a Simmons graduate pre-
pared not only to work, but to lead in 
professional, civic, and personal life - a 
vision of  empowerment that Simmons 
calls preparation for life’s work. Follow 
Simmons on Twitter at @SimmonsUniv, 
and on LinkedIn at https://www.linke-
din.com/school/simmons-university/. 
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Think estate planning is only for the 
wealthy or elderly? Think again. If  you 
own anything — a home, a car, a savings 
account, even a pet — you already have 
an estate plan. The only question is: 
Did you create it, or will your state do 
it for you?

When someone passes away without 
an estate plan, state laws take over, 
deciding who gets what and when. This 
legal process may not reflect your wish-
es. That’s why taking control of  your 
assets through a personal estate plan 
should be a top priority.

At its core, estate planning is about 
clarifying your wishes and making 
things easier for your heirs. It ensures 
your assets are distributed according to 
your preferences, designates who will 
make decisions on your behalf  if  you 
can’t and provides guidance for your 
care in a medical crisis. Most plans 
include four key components:

A Will – This document outlines how 
your assets should be distributed after 
your death and names an executor to 
oversee the process in probate court. 
It can also designate guardians for 
minor children. Keep in mind that a 
will doesn’t cover everything — certain 
transfer on death (TOD) accounts and 
jointly held property may bypass your 
will entirely.

Power of  Attorney – If  you become 
incapacitated, you’ll want someone you 
trust to be able to make decisions on 
your behalf. A durable power of  attor-
ney designates such a person, helping 
to ensure your bills are paid, your busi-
ness continues (if  you have one) and 
your wishes are honored.

Health Care Directive – Sometimes 
called a living will, this document spells 
out your preferences for medical treat-
ment if  you’re unable to speak for your-
self. It can also designate someone to 
make health care decisions for you.

Beneficiary Designations – Accounts 
like 401(k)s, IRAs, and life insurance 
policies transfer directly to the people 
you name, regardless of  what your will 
says. It’s essential to review these bene-
ficiary designations regularly, especial-
ly after significant life events such as 
marriage, divorce, death of  a spouse or 
the birth of  a child.

One common myth is that a will is all 
you need. But wills only take effect after 
death; they don’t help if  you’re alive 
but unable to make decisions. Another 
misconception is that estate planning is 
only for the wealthy. In truth, planning 
is about more than money — it’s about 
making things easier for the people you 
love during difficult times.

An effective estate plan can prevent 
costly legal battles, reduce confusion 
and give your loved ones a clear road-
map to follow. It also allows you to leave 
a legacy that reflects your values and 
priorities.

As your life changes, your estate plan 
should change along with it. Review 
your documents every few years or after 
major life events. It’s often a good idea 
to seek help with such reviews. Your 
financial advisor or attorney can guide 
you through the process, ensuring your 
plan fits your unique circumstances.

In the end, estate planning isn’t just 
about planning for what happens when 
you are gone. It’s about feeling confi-
dent, knowing that what matters most 
— your family, your purpose, your lega-
cy — is protected.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

VIEWPOINT
OpiniOn and cOmmentary frOm Spencer, LeiceSter and the BrOOkfieLdS

You have an 
estate plan 
— whether 
you know it 

or not

Letters to the editor
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To the Editor:
Let me start with something rela-

tively simple. I hear often that Social 
Security is going broke. There is a 
simple solution. Currently, everyone 
continues to pay on all wages into 
Medicare until one stops working. 
However, there is a limit on what is 
paid into Social Security. When a per-
son reaches $176,100 in wages, they no 
longer pay into Social Security. Why? 
There is a simple solution; remove 
that limit so that no matter the wages, 
a person pays into Social Security. 
Why the limit for those earning what 
seems like decent wages?

Now on to something not so simple. 
Jeffrey Epstein and his procurer, Ms. 
Maxwell, are scum of  the earth. I keep 
hearing that they sexually abused 
“young women.” There were many 
girls!  Fourteen, 15, 16, 17 year old girls 
were abused by these pigs.

And now, the big pig in the White 
House seems to want us to forget about 
the thousands of  pages in the Epstein 
files.  Why? If  he isn’t guilty of  any-
thing nefarious, why have 100 FBI 
agents working 24 hours a day scour-
ing the pages to find any mention of  
the Prez? And do you wonder if  these 
pages will “accidentally” get shred-
ded? 

And now a high ranking member 
of  his cult has met with Ms. Maxwell 
for two days.  Why? To see what she 
has to say about the convicted felon 
and convicted sex abuser in the White 
House?  I am expecting that before 
this letter appears, she will be offered 
a pardon because “she didn’t know 
what she was doing and was under 
Epstein’s spell.”  Poor pig of  a woman.  
So a pardon, and she will be still about 
the Prez, and in 10 years she will write 
a book about it all when it will be 
too late.  It makes me think that the 
MAGA folks and Republicans have 
no clue about how damaging sexual 
abuse and how long the effects last.  
Ask anyone who has been abused!

And the Speaker recesses the House 
for six weeks rather than allow a 
vote on whether the files should be 
released.  Does he think we are so stu-
pid that in 6 weeks we will forget about 

the rape of  girls and young women?  
What are they afraid of ?

I understand that this administra-
tion was going to deport rapists and 
murderers.  Was that poor guy with 
his weed whacker and three sons who 
are Marines a rapist or murderer?  
They said he ran.  Well, darn it!  If  I 
was walking along trying to do my job 
and men with masks jumped out of  an 
unmarked van and grabbed me, you 
can be sure I would run.  How stupid!  
What next, are we going to wear some-
thing on our clothing (like in Hitler’s 
Germany) to denote what race, gender, 
religion we are?  Don’t worry, if  you 
are white, this won’t apply to you.

I am appalled that Stephen Colbert’s 
show is coming to an end.  Why?  
Because he called out his parent com-
pany caving to the Prez dislike of  
anyone who doesn’t praise him like 
the Second Coming.  And all the law-
suits against Harvard.  Why?  They are 
trying to control what we learn and 
hear.  They are trying to limit who can 
attend and what is taught.  Isn’t that 
mind control?  Intelligent people will 
be rooted out as was done in China.  
Not only were the professors fired, 
they were sent to labor camps.

It seems to me that the Mafia Prez 
is perpetrating a “protection” racket 
against companies and lawyers saying 
that unless they pay up, in one way or 
another, they will pay in other ways.  
That is what the Mafia does, isn’t it?  
Pay up or you will be hurt.  Isn’t that 
called extortion?

Are you and I paying for those ads 
with Kristie Noem praising the felon 
abuser Prez for his actions against 
rapists and murderers?  You mean the 
guy with the weed whacker?

I cannot believe what is happening 
to our beloved country.  If  you prefer 
a despot or a tyrant or a fascist run-
ning things, which is where we are 
headed, then stay silent.  If  you want 
the democracy that was intended, get 
involved, speak up.  Thank you, Ken 
and Kevin, for your letters of  truth.

Judy Rose
east BRookfield

Speak up for democracy

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

The 
soundtrack 
of our lives

You’re driving home late one night, 
tired but wired, and then it happens. 
That one song — your song — comes 
on the radio. Maybe it’s Whitney, or 
Nirvana, or A Tribe Called Quest, 
or that one-hit wonder from your 
senior year. Suddenly, you’re not in 
traffic anymore. You’re back in your 
first car, windows down, summer air 
thick with possibility. You’re 16, or 
18, or 21, and for a moment, you feel 
it all again. That moment is science. 

According to neuroscience 
research, the music we listened to in 
our adolescence and early adulthood 
(roughly ages 12 to 25) gets deeply 
embedded in our emotional mem-
ory, thanks to the way our brains 
are wired during those formative 
years. It’s a phenomenon sometimes 
referred to as the “reminiscence 
bump” a window of  time where 
memories are more vivid, and expe-
riences (especially those connected 
to emotion and identity) leave a last-
ing imprint.

When music enters the scene 
during that stretch of  life, when 
you’re first falling in love, figuring 
out who you are, and building your 
independence it becomes more than 
just background noise. It becomes 
part of  your personal identity. So, 
decades later, when you hear that 
track again, it doesn’t just spark a 
memory, it lights up the emotion-
al centers of  your brain, releasing 
dopamine, triggering nostalgia, and 
often bringing comfort and joy.

Nostalgia gets a bad rap, like it’s 
some kind of  wistful indulgence. But 
it’s actually good for you. Studies 
show that nostalgic experiences 
(including music-based ones) can 
increase feelings of  connection, 
meaning, and optimism. They act 
as a psychological time machine, 
reminding you of  who you’ve been 
and helping you reconnect to the 
parts of  yourself  that still matter.

Your favorite music from your 
youth isn’t just “old school.” It’s a 
form of  self-preservation. A remind-
er of  your wildness. Your hope.

So, when you hit play on that mix-
tape in your mind, know this: you 
are not stuck in the past. You are 
drawing strength from it.

Immigrants and immigration
To the Editor:

Before getting to immigration, let 
me ask a question about which coun-
try Brazil  might see as a  friend and 
ally and which it might not. Remember 
that democratic Brazil not only has 
South America’s largest economy, 
but the eighth largest in the world. 
Remember  too that Brazil imports 
more from the USA than it exports  to 
us, so  no trade deficit exists. 

Now one powerful country – China 
— wants to work with Brazil and 
hopprovide finance for a railway line 
across South America  to a port in Peru 
so that Brazil’s imports and exports to 
China would become  less expensive.

Now in another country — our USA 
— Donald Trump has said he will slap 
a 50 percent tariff  on Brazil’s prod-
ucts to the USA because  the Brazil 
court system  has indicted a former 
president who’s friendly with Trump. 
To put it mildly, we have no business 
interfering with Brazil’s courts (just 
like Brazil should not interfere with 
ours).    

So my question: who now seems the 
better friend of  Brazil – China or the 
USA?

Now immigrates immigration.
In 2024, our USA could have approved  

laws and funding for a strong a strong 
immigration control program that 
would  have both halted illegal immi-
gration and encouraged the kind of  
immigration the USA needs. The con-
gressional bill had as developers and 
sponsors the conservative  Senator 
from Oklahoma James Langford and 
the moderate Senator of  our next door 
Connecticut, Chris Murphy. It also 
had the endorsements of  the Senate 
leaders – Republican Mitch McConnell 
and Democrat Chuck Schumer. In the 
words of  reporters, “the funded bill 
would raise(d) the standard to get asy-
lum, sent away those who don’t and 
speeded) up and expedite(d) those who 
do.”

Likewise as Langford indicated, 
“The border security bill will put a 
huge number of  new enforcement 
tools…to finally stop the illegal flow.” 
The bill provides funding to build the 
Wail, increase technology at the bor-
der, add more detention ‘beds,’ more 
agents and more deportation flights.” 

This bill, the first of  its’ kind for 
about 60 years, stood ready for passage. 

But this tough but good immigra-
tion bill didn’t get passed  because  
Donald Trump didn’t wanted it passed.  
He ordered  Republicans, including 
Senator Langford,  to reject it. (He 
also lied about it – no surprise there). 
Most importantly Trump, for personal 
reasons – as always - wanted border 
and immigration chaos, along with 
using cruelty, as a very main political 
weapon to help him win the presiden-
tial election. With no bill approved, 
Trump’s presidential actions now 
force we taxpayers to spend something 
like $125 billion, and accept  cruelty 
to mothers, children and families.  As 
Trump would say “Cruelty like you 
have never seen before.” The manner 
with which he and his “Border Czar” 
daily do this should appall Christians 
and all believers.  

Trump tries to make us hate most 
immigrants calling them  “ver-
min” and “poisoning the blood of  
Americans.” (Hitler said  much the 
same about Jewish people.)

Better than my words come facts 
from the Cato Institute, a very conser-
vative policy organization. In 2023, its 
staff  testified to Congress and provid-
ed the following facts from well -docu-
mented sources including:

Immigrants can save the uniter 
Sates from population decline.

Immigrants can save the United 
Sates from labor force decline and fill 
shortages in industries such as con-
struction, manufacturing, agriculture, 
education, health, tourism,  and retail  
services.

Immigrants can contribute to the 
shortfall in Social Security funding.

Immigrants pay much more in taxes 
than they receive in benefits.

Immigrants supercharge entrepre-
neurship and innovation.

In addition, the CATO institute 
showed that our laws make it difficult 
for needed and well qualified immi-
grants to enter – in fact, we are among 
the most difficult in the world.

So regarding immigrants, I hope, as 
the cruel  Trump wants, that  we don’t 
“Cut off  our noses to spite our faces.”   

kevin kane
spenceR

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

FinanciaL  
Focus

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Summer is heat-
ing up and so are the 
great ideas from read-
ers!  Read on for an 
array of  helpful hacks 
to make life a little eas-
ier:

 
** 
This Whitinsville 

reader offers clever 
hints to keep your back-
yard birdbath in tip top 
shape!

 
My hint for your read-

ers is about back yard 
birdbaths. Birdbaths not 
only provide a spot for 
birds, and small animals 
to cool off, clean up, and 
get a drink, but offer us a 
little entertainment with 
their antics in the water.

A couple of  tips include 
the following. 

Placement is import-
ant. Try to find a spot 
that has shade. The birds 
won’t be interested in hot 
water if  it is in the hot 
sun. By placing it near 
bushes or trees, it offers 
birds some safety. 

Use Mosquito dunks, 
available online and at 
hardware stores. Placing 
one in the water prevents 
your birdbaths from 
becoming a breeding 
pond for mosquitoes. 

The third tip will keep 
the water algae free. 
After filling the birdbath, 
place some copper in it. 
No, pennies won’t work, 
as they don’t contain 
enough copper. Instead, 
go to a hardware store 

or home repair center 
and pick up a couple of  
copper plumbing fittings. 
Just throw them into the 
bottom and the water will 
remain crystal clear. 

Tom Griffin
Whitinsville MA
**
 
Recycling is “in the 

bag” with this reader’s 
reusable tip:

 
When you are finished 

with your cereal, save 
the bag inside.  You can 
heat ay food to warm it 
up in the microwave and 
it’s safe – plus no dish to 
wash.

Sandra Bree  
Ware, MA

**
 
Who knew?  A favorite 

summertime fruit cools 
you off  both inside and 
out! 

 
Did you know bananas, 

like watermelons, have 
cooling properties that 
cooling properties? They 
cool the intestinal heat 
in your body, making it 
one of  the best cooling 
foods to eat during the 
hot weather. 

Terry Kolesnik
Charlton, MA
**
 
Cherry tomatoes are 

plentiful right now, but 
slicing each little tomato 
individually and corral-
ling them on the cutting 
board can be a chal-
lenge.  This reader’s tip 
cuts the chore down to 
size!

 
Fill a plastic lid with 

cherry tomatoes (I use a 
Cool Whip cover).  Place 
a second cover, flat side 
down on top.  Using a ser-
rated knife, cut between 
the lids.  Voila!  All are 
cut in half  in mere sec-
onds. 

Lois O’Leary
Brookfield, MA
 
**
This reader shares a 

recipe from her child-
hood – and best of  all, it 
uses no eggs!

 
My favorite cake, called 

“big wacky cake,” is one 
that I’ve been making 
since I was a child:

Ingredients:  ¾ cup 
butter (1 ½ sticks) or oil; 
2 cups granulated sugar; 
3 cups all purpose flour; 
6 tablespoons cocoa pow-
der; 2 teaspoons baking 
soda; 1 teaspoon salt; 2 
tablespoons vinegar 
(plain white); 2 cups 
warm water.

Directions: Preheat 
oven to 350 degrees.  Spray 
(or grease with butter) 

a 13’ x 9” pan.  Combine 
butter and sugar; blend 
well.  Sift dry ingredients 
together, and add to but-
ter mixture. 

Mix vinegar and 
water together and add 
to above.  Mix until well 
blended, but do not over-
beat.  Bake for 45-60 min-
utes.  Frost as desired, 
then enjoy!

Cecile Collier
Leicester, MA
**
 
Prize Winner
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 

to Cecile Collier, whose 
name was drawn for 
Dinner for Two at the 
Publick House.   She 
shared the cake recipe 
above. 

**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random draw-
ing. One winner per 
month (or whenever 
enough submissions are 
received) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 

counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

 
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?  Do 
you have a question 
regarding household or 
garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

To the Editor:

Isn’t it wonderful to live in a place 
with such strong values for freedom, of  
speech, religion, and the press?

A place where the hosts of  the night-
time talk shows continue to poke fun, 
satirize and make jokes about presi-
dents, politicians and world events, as 
they have done for my entire lifetime, 
without fear of  reprisal?  A place where 
civil servants’ jobs are not dependent 
on political views or loyalty pledges?

A place that encourages diverse 
points of  view and encourages diverse 
opinions and beliefs? Where colleges 
and universities are melting pots and 

the envy of  the world for their diver-
sity and openness to let unrestricted 
concepts blossom and thrive?  A place 
where our Constitution and rule of  
law are supreme, and attorneys are 
unfettered and unafraid to have their 
positions heard?

Anything else would border on dic-
tatorship, and our elected representa-
tives would never allow their powers 
usurped, and would not hesitate to 
stand up for what is right, a 250 year 
old tradition.  Stand back, and stand by.

Ken Kimball
brooKfield

Our free country

Readers Share Tips and Tricks

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT

LeTTers To The ediTor

Sometimes there comes a 
moment when you realize life 
isn’t just happening to you. You’re 
interpreting it and reacting to it.  
You’ve been living inside a story 
your past wrote for you—before 
you knew you were the one telling 
it.

That’s not your fault. It’s your default. 
But the moment you see it—you can 
change everything.

Modern psychology has shown us that 
the brain is less a camera and more a 
courtroom—building stories, assigning 
blame, rewriting memory, all in service 
of  keeping your ego comfortable or your 
fear pacified.

Psychologists like Daniel Kahneman 
and Amos Tversky spent decades study-
ing how we form judgments, and their 
research uncovered a gallery of  mental 
shortcuts—cognitive biases, emotional 
filters, and distorted beliefs that make 
us feel right, even when we’re not. But 
often, what feels true is just what feels 
familiar.

And once you begin to see the sto-
ries you’re telling yourself, something 
else becomes clear: there are parts of  
your life you won’t even narrate. Things 
you won’t face. Conversations you won’t 
have. Feelings you won’t feel. You tell 
yourself  it’s not the right time, that it’s 
not a big deal, that you’ll deal with it 
later. But in truth—what you avoid ends 
up shaping you more than what you 
confront.

Avoidance feels like relief. At 
first. You push something away—
pain, responsibility, vulnerabili-
ty—and for a moment, your body 
thanks you. The pressure drops. 
But behind that false peace, some-
thing dangerous grows. Each time 
you dodge discomfort, you quietly 
teach your nervous system that 

the discomfort was too much—that the 
fear must be obeyed.

Psychological studies on exposure 
therapy conducted by Joseph Wolpe 
and later David Barlow show again and 
again: the only way to reduce fear is to 
face it. The only way to weaken shame is 
to bring it into the light.

Healing doesn’t come from feeling safe 
all the time. Success doesn’t come from 
playing small. Growth begins when you 
learn to walk toward what makes you 
uncomfortable—on purpose.

And what we avoid doesn’t just shape 
our behavior—it quietly shapes who 
we become. Because here’s the deeper 
truth: you are not who you think you 
are. You are who you practice being.

Identity isn’t fixed. It’s not a core you 
discover—it’s a pattern you reinforce. 
You are a feedback loop of  habits, emo-
tional reactions, routines, roles, and sto-
ries you tell yourself. What you repeat 
becomes familiar. What becomes famil-
iar becomes comfortable. And what 
becomes comfortable becomes “me.”

TOBY
MOORE

PosiTiveLy 
sPeaking

Human psychology

Turn To POSITIVELY page     A10
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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St. Joseph’s Abbey celebrates 
200th anniversary with open house

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER — Local residents are invited to join in the celebration of  the 200th anniversary of  St. Joseph’s Abbey by attend-

ing an open house this weekend.
Set for Saturday, Aug. 2, the event will take place from 9 a.m. to noon. The public is invited to explore the abbey, meet mem-

bers of  the monastic community, and learn about centuries of  contemplative life.
St. Joseph’s Abbey, a Trappist monas-

tery nestled in Spencer’s rolling mead-
ows, has served for generations as a 
place of  peace and reliability amid the 
bustle of  society.

Founded in 1825 in Tracadie, Nova 
Scotia, the monastic community later 
moved to Rhode Island. Following a fire 
in 1950, the community made its perma-
nent home in Spencer. 

“Over the years, the abbey has become 
renowned for its Trappist Preserves, 
home-made jams and jellies, and a 
retreat ministry rooted in silence, 
prayer, and hospitality for all who seek 
spiritual renewal,” read a statement 
released by event organizers.

Highlights of  the open house will 
include guided tours of  the monastery 
church and cloisters; displays from the 
abbey’s historic archives, including 
Trappist Preserves and The Holy Rood 
Guild vestments; and opportunities for 
guests to meet monks, ask questions, 
and partake in prayer accompaniment.

“Hope does not disappoint,” said 
Abbot Vincent Rogers during a recent 
Jubilee reflection celebrating both 
the church’s 2025 Jubilee Year and the 
abbey’s bicentenary. 

In celebration of  the Abbot’s mes-
sage, the open house will offer a window 
into the abbey’s tradition of  blending 
prayer and work throughout life’s daily 
rhythm.

Light refreshments will also be pro-
vided during the open house.

St. Joseph’s Abbey is located at 167 
North Spencer Rd. Parking for the open 
house will be available on site; volun-
teers will offer guidance.

Admission to the event is free for all 
guests.

“The main cloister area is accessi-
ble. Some monastic areas, including the 
manufacturing areas, remain private,” 
the promotional statement read. “The 
abbey’s bicentennial invites reflection 
on enduring hope, tradition, and ser-
vice.”

St. Joseph’s Abbey is a cloistered 
Trappist monastery that follows the 
Rule of  St. Benedict in silence, commu-
nal prayer, and simplicity. 

The Abbey community has supported 
itself  through retreats, liturgical arts, 
produce-based enterprises, and a focus 
on spiritual hospitality. 

For more information about the event, 
please visit www.spencerabbey.org.

WORCESTER — For the seventh 
year, District Attorney Joseph D. Early, 
Jr. provided funding for safe post-prom 
and post-graduation events at local high 
schools, including Uxbridge High School, 
Northbridge High School, Auburn High 
School, Douglas High School, Blackstone-
Millville Regional High School, North 
Brookfield Junior Senior High School and 
Bartlett High School, thanks to his annual 
grant program, which is designed to keep 
students from driving impaired. 

“We know that life can change in 
the blink of  an eye, and we want to do 
everything we can to prevent a tragedy 
before it occurs,” DA Early said. “We’ve 
been proud to help fund post-prom and 
post-graduation programs year after year. 
Prom and graduation are major mile-
stones that deserve to be celebrated, but 
too often we see young people engaging 
in risky behavior following these events.” 

This year, the District Attorney’s office 
awarded a total of  $23,100 in grants to 
20 different schools across Worcester 
County to fund events organized and over-
seen by adults, which offer safe drug- and 
alcohol-free alternatives to the high-risk 
activities that often follow end of  the year 
celebrations for high school students. 

The office has been providing these 
funds to schools for seven years. District 
Attorney Early felt it was vital to con-
tinue supporting these prevention pro-
grams and is utilizing his Drug Forfeiture 
Reinvestment Program this year. Funding 
to support these grants was previously 
provided by the Massachusetts Office of  
Victim Assistance Drunk Driving Trust 
Fund.

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SUMMER IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check out our
New Summer Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
8/1 Seth Loconto

8/3  evan couture

8/8  Fender road

8/10  Sean FuLLerton

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1099.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

GRILL
SALE

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

BIKE SALE!A/C SALE!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

HYBRID WATER
HEATERS

$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

GET THE BEST PRICE AT WHITCO!

$749.99

MASS SALES TAX HOLIDAY AUGUST 9&10  
PRE BUY  NOW AND BEAT THE CROWDS

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

DA provides funding 
for safe post-prom and 
graduation celebrations

Courtesy

District Attorney Joseph D. Early, Jr. provided funding for safe post-prom and post-graduation events at local high schools, 
including North Brookfield Junior Senior High School.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

CALL NOW 
to schedule your appointment 

for TAX FREE WEEKEND AUG 9-10

Sandra Lee 
Corriveau, 64, of  
Webster died Friday, 
July 18, 2025, at 
UMASS Memorial-
University Campus 
with her loving fam-
ily at her side after 
a long illness. Sandra 
was born on May 21, 

1961 in Webster, MA, the daughter of  
the late Earl George Adams, Jr. and the 
late Alice (Lubecki) Adams. Paternal 
grandparents were the late Earl, Sr. 
and Matilda (Dubrawa) Adams. 
Maternal grandparents were the late 
August and Nellie (Andrzejewski) 
Lubecki. Her husband of  thirty-five 
years, Richard “Dicky” Corriveau, 
preceded her in death in 2016.  
Sandra is survived by her children, 
son Curtis Adams of  Webster and 
partner Amber, daughter Rebecca 
Boutilette and husband Scott, and step-
daughter Robbin (Corriveau) Luberto 
of  North Brookfield, grandchildren 
Corey Adams and his fiance Ashley, 
Katelyn Chickering and partner Kody, 
Kasey Ross and husband Tyler. Great 
grandchildren include Maisy, Braxton, 
Kolby, Gage, Bella, Taylor, TJ. She was 
one of  seven children: brothers Ken, 
Dana, and the late John Adams of  
Webster, sisters Gloria Bannister of  
Webster, Donna Santerre and husband 
Paul of  Danielson, CT, and the late 
Christine Adams and her late partner 
Ray Belanger of  Webster. Nieces/neph-

ews include Gayle, Jane, Peter, Craig, 
Amanda, Derek, Monica, John Jr, 
Shannon, Jason, Jena, Jesse, and her 
beloved Jessica and their families. She 
also leaves her aunt Patricia Merritt 
of  Webster and her family, James 
Joseph Orlowski of  South Carolina, 
and Joanne Maas of  Washington state. 
In the 1980s, Sandra owned “Sandra’s 
Donut Chateau” in Dudley, which 
boasted varieties of  square donuts. 
However, she spent most years work-
ing at the USPS distribution center 
in Shrewsbury, where she was close 
friends with Steve, Lynniece, and Pat, 
retiring for health reasons in 2021. 
Sandra enjoyed Bingo, Keno, Dunkins, 
playing games on her tablet, jigsaw 
puzzles, oldies and country music, her 
monkey collection, Shirley Temple 
dolls, and shopping. Most of  all, she 
loved spending time with family and 
friends, especially her daughter and 
late mom, Alice. She constantly baked 
yummy cookies and breads for her 
friends and family. Sandra was always 
loving and generous, and a good friend 
to those who knew her. Her smile and 
laughter will always be remembered. 
Memorial calling hours will be 
Saturday, August 2, from 1 to 4 PM 
at Bartel Funeral Home, 33 Schofield 
Avenue, Dudley, MA. In lieu of  flowers, 
please consider donating to a children’s 
or animal charity. Sandra’s condolence 
book is at www.bartelfuneralhome.
com.

Sandra Lee Corriveau, 64
OBITUARIES

Psychologists and 
behavioral scientists 
have long known that we 
don’t rise to our highest 
beliefs—we fall to our 
most repeated actions. 
You may wish to be bold, 
steady, at peace—but 
wishing doesn’t shape 
you. Repetition does.

The research on neuro-
plasticity, from pioneers 
like Donald Hebb and 
Carol Dweck, confirms: 
your brain reshapes 
itself  based on what you 
do consistently, not what 
you hope is true.

So if  you want to 
change your life, stop 
asking, “Who am I?” 

Start asking, “What do I 
repeat?” The real “you” 
isn’t found in your reflec-
tion. It’s built in your rit-
uals.

Even the strongest hab-
its can fall apart when 
emotions hit. You might 
know what to do—but 
then emotion clouds 
your thinking. Emotions 
don’t care how much 
you’ve practiced—they 
test whether you can stay 
present when it counts.

To see yourself  clear-
ly—not as a fixed identity, 
but as a living pattern. 
Not as a passenger, but 
as the narrator holding 
the script. Yes, your brain 
plays tricks. Yes, fear 
wants the wheel. But you 
are not at the mercy of  
old wiring. You are the 

architect of  what comes 
next.

Take the pause. 
Challenge the thought. 
Face the thing. Move, 
even when you tremble. 
Speak the better story, 
even if  your voice shakes 
at first.

You don’t need to be 
perfect. You need to be 
present. You don’t need 
to know who you are. You 
need to start becoming 
who you were meant to 
be—on purpose.

Life isn’t asking you to 
get it all right.

It’s asking you to par-
ticipate, to show up, to 
choose the next true step. 
And repeat it, until it 
becomes you. 

POSITIVELY
continued from page     A5

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, 

PO Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550, 

or by e-mail to 
obits@

stonebridgepress.news

Summer is a time 
when many gardeners 
begin making plans for 
new additions to next 
year’s gardens. You may 
already be doing ongoing 
evaluations of  your own 
plantings and may want 
to include tours of  oth-
ers’ gardens.

A walk around your 
neighborhood can pro-
vide inspiration and a 
chance to observe plants 
thriving in the same or 
similar conditions that 
exist in your landscape. 
Local garden tours allow 
you to take a closer look 
at both front and back-
yard gardens filled with 
plants, garden art and 
more.  

Whether you tour 
alone or with a group 
of  friends, it is a great 
opportunity to meet 
the gardener, gather 
ideas, exchange gar-
dening secrets, and get 
inspired. Many of  the 
garden tours are spon-
sored by garden clubs, 
libraries, beautification 
groups and other simi-
lar organizations. The 
proceeds from the event 
usually support a worthy 
cause in the community. 
You’ll find local garden 
tours promoted online, 
in local publications, 
garden centers, botan-
ical gardens and other 
similar venues. 

The Garden 
Conservancy’s Open 
Days program is a one-
of-a-kind private garden 
tour.  Participating gar-
dens are located around 
the country in small and 
large lots that feature a 
variety of  styles, plants 
and features. All you 
need is a little time and 
a ticket to participate 

in the self-guided gar-
den tours. A listing of  
the Open Days gardens, 
their location and dates 
for each garden is listed 
on their website.

Visit your local or 
nearby public botan-
ic gardens and arbore-
ta. They feature plants 
in gardens and natural 
settings with similar 
growing conditions to 
nearby home gardens. 
They often feature new 
and unique varieties, 
traditional favorites and 
garden designs, provid-
ing inspiration to all who 
visit. 

A l l - A m e r i c a 
S e l e c t i o n s ’ 
(AAS) Display 
Gardens are another 
valuable resource for 
gardeners. AAS is a 
non-profit organization 
that trials and evaluates 
plants for outstanding 
qualities suitable for 
the home garden. They 
have been helping gar-
deners grow award-win-
ning flowers and vegeta-
bles since 1932. 

New never-before-sold 
plant varieties bred for 
home gardens are plant-
ed, observed and evalu-
ated at various trial gar-
dens throughout North 
America.  Trial gardens 
are located at public 
gardens, seed compa-
nies, or universities. The 
potential plant introduc-
tion is observed and its 
performance evaluated 

throughout the growing 
season. Volunteer judg-
es rate the plants on 
improvements in char-
acteristics such as aes-
thetics, performance and 
productivity as well as 
pest and disease toler-
ance. A plant must have 
significantly improved 
qualities to be consid-
ered for an AAS award. 

Display gardens fea-
ture the newest AAS 
winners in a well-main-
tained setting where 
you can view the win-
ners. There are nearly 
200 display gardens in 
the United States and 
Canada located in pub-
lic botanic gardens and 
arboreta, municipality 
gardens, garden retail-
ers, university gardens 
and more. Some loca-
tions also offer related 
educational opportuni-
ties, open houses or field 
days during the growing 
season.

Take some time to 
enjoy and evaluate 
your gardens. Then 
set aside some time to 
visit local gardens for 
ideas and inspiration. 
 
Melinda Myers has 
written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including the Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small 
Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” 
instant video series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents

Gathering ideas for
 next year’s garden

Melinda Myers

An AAS trial garden at Boerner Botanical Gardens.
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners since 1988 
Fully licensed and insured 

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

Filter Your Water with 
a Reverse Osmosis  

Under Sink 
Or Countertop System

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$250 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

774-200-4880
 Business 8925 A1 

Journeyman Lic.1364 
Master Lic. 21787

www.beastelectrical
contracting.com

TopB.E.A.S.T2021@
gmail.com

North Brookfield,MA

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Ama Asante graduates from 
Missouri State University

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — Missouri State University awarded 2,824 degrees to stu-
dents in spring 2025.

The commencement ceremonies took place May 9 at Great Southern Bank Arena.
Ama Asante of  Leicester graduated with a Master of  Business Administration.
Students who graduated with honors completed at least 30 credit hours with a 

minimum cumulative GPA of  3.5.
Missouri State University is a public, comprehensive university system with a 

mission in public affairs. Our purpose is to develop fully educated persons with a 
focus on ethical leadership, cultural competence and community engagement.

For more information about Missouri State, visit MissouriState.edu. You can also 
find us on Facebook, follow us on X, Instagram and LinkedIn and see what›s hap-
pening on YouTube. Receive notification of  Missouri State news releases as soon as 
they are posted by subscribing to our news blog

Local residents named to 
Clark University Dean’s List

WORCESTER — The following local residents were named to Clark 
University’s Spring 2025 Dean’s List:

Abigail E. Gahagan of  Leicester was named to first honors.
Ana G. Ruggieri of  Leicester was named to first honors.
Kaleigh M. Raskett of  Spencer was named to second honors.
Ashley Leighton of  Spencer was named to second honors.
Students must have a GPA of  3.8 or above for first honors or a GPA between 3.50 

and 3.79 for second honors.
Founded in 1887, Clark University is a liberal arts-based research university that 

prepares its students to meet tomorrow’s most daunting challenges and embrace its 
greatest opportunities. Through 33 undergraduate majors, more than 30 advanced 
degree programs, and nationally recognized community partnerships, Clark fuses 
rigorous scholarship with authentic world and workplace experiences that empow-
er our students to pursue lives and careers of  meaning and consequence.

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P2552EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Samuel Palumbo
 Date of Death:  06/19/2025   

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Michael 
Palumbo of Sturbridge MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Michael Palumbo of Sturbridge MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
08/19/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 22, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 1, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.  WO25P2273  
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of:
Patricai Ann Benoit

Date of Death: March 9, 2025 
To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner 
Ronald P Benoit Jr of Spencer MA
Ronald P Benoit Jr of Spencer MA
 has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without Surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-

stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
August 1, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO22P2317PM

CITATION ON PETITION  
FOR ORDER OF  

COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
Estate Of:

 Mary Dionne 
A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by 
Philip W. Summers of Acton MA
requesting that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final account    , 
and first account and other such relief 
as may be requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 08/19/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court
July 18, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman, 
Register of Probate
August 1, 2025

At the Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting to be held on Tuesday 
August 12, 2025, in the McCourt 
Social Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 
157 Main Street, Spencer, MA, a pub-
lic hearing will be held on the fol-
lowing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or 
as soon thereafter as can be heard:  
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
Variance Permit Finding– Applicant: 
Daniel Faulkner; Owner: Richard 
Young: Location106 McCormick 
Road, Spencer Assessor’s Map 
R55-12. The applicant is seeking a 
Variance Permit under Sections 5.2.6 
(Detached Accessory Structures) of 
the Spencer Zoning Bylaw to build 
a 36’ x 28’ detached garage in the 
front setback. The property is locat-
ed in the Rural Residential (RR) 
Zoning District. 
July 25, 2025
August 1, 2025

Town of Spencer 
Conservation Commission 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
David Bird has filed an RDA with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
replace a deck located at 16 Ledge 
Avenue, Spencer, MA. 
Tom Lynch has filed an NOI with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
construct a septic system located at 72 
Thompson Pond Road, Spencer, MA. 
Peter Boria has filed an NOI with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission for 
roadway, sidewalk & drainage improve-
ments located at Valley & Mill Street, 
Spencer, MA. 
Patrick Tatro has filed an NOI with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
construct a septic system located at 
R25 44-1 Greenville Street, Spencer, 
MA. 
Jimmy Georges has requested to 
Amend the Order of Conditions with 

the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion and demolish and reconstruct new 
foundations located at 19 & 20 Whitte-
more Cove, Spencer, MA. 
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
July 23, 2025 at which time all persons 
having an interest may be present or 
call in remotely to participate. Conser-
vation Commission meetings open at 
6:15 p.m. 
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman 
August 1, 2025

Town of Spencer 
Conservation Commission 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Evan Bercume has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion for construction of a farm pond 
located at 159 South Spencer Road, 
Spencer, MA. 
Merrilee Allen Sprague has filed an 
NOI with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission for repair of a retaining 
wall located at 41 Oakland Ave, Spen-
cer, MA. 
Cody Berman has filed an NOI with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion for demolition of a home and a 
proposed new single-family home, 
driveway and septic system located at 
41 & 43 Eastalee Drive, Spencer, MA 
John J & Ruth A Green have filed an 
RDA with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission to remove a tree located 
at 15 Washburn Terrace, Spencer, 
MA. 
David Matte has filed an NOI with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to construct a single-family home, 
driveway and septic system located at 
R44/36-4 Gold Nugget Road, Spen-
cer, MA. 
Thomas Runyon has filed an RDA 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission to replace a driveway located 
at 76 Chickering Road, Spencer, MA.  
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
August 13, 2025 at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be present 
or call in remotely to participate. Con-
servation Commission meetings open 
at 6:15 p.m. Mary McLaughlin, Chair-
woman 
August 1, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P2031 EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Frances G Broden 
Also known as: Frances Broden

Date of Death:  04/26/2025   
To all interested persons:
A Petition for  S/A - Formal Probate 
of Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by 
Carol Tomlin of West Brookfield MA 
and Deborah Brown of Rochdale MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: 
Deborah Brown of Rochdale MA and 
Carol Tomlin of West Brookfield MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 

the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
08/19/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 15, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 1, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P2585EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Raymond L. Hubert
Date of Death:  05/02/2025  

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Appointment of 
Personal Representative has been 
filed by 
Bobbi-Jo Alexander of Warren MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: 
Bobbi-Jo Alexander of Warren MA
 be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
08/26/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 24, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 1, 2025

LEGALS

prior to the state inspection.  
The facility includes a collage 

of  Leicester High School through 
the years; a picture of  the original 
Castle Restaurant; and a picture 
of  the former Rochdale Diner on 
the walls.  

“Once again, the community 
is coming together to support 
our students and our schools,” 
Kustigian said. “When you get 
passionate people devoted to the 
common purpose of  supporting 
students, great things happen. I 
am humbled and grateful for the 
tremendous outpouring of  sup-
port.”

The name, “The Wolverine 
Grill,” was recently selected 
by Leicester High School stu-
dents. To facilitate this process, 
LHS partnered with the Town of  

Leicester and Town Clerk Pam 
LaFleur, who created a ballot 
shortly after the town election to 
allow students to cast their votes 
on the name of  the restaurant.

“Getting students to take own-
ership of  their learning – and 
promoting partnerships with 
the community – is a focus at 
Leicester High,” said LHS 
Principal Ted Zawada.

School leaders are also excited 
to have Chef  Andy Aucoin teach-
ing LHS culinary arts. 

“Chef  Aucoin is the perfect 
person to take the culinary pro-
gram to the next level,” Zawada 
added. “Students rave about his 
lessons and literally run to his 
class. We are fortunate to have 
him.”  

Local residents are encour-
aged to check back this fall for 
announcements on the grand 
opening of  The Wolverine Grill.

WOLVERINE
continued from page     A1Do we have your 

attention? 
Print Advertising is a  

very powerful medium and can  
deliver strongly for you business.  

Consumer immersion in trusted content has 
a massive impact on awareness, trust, and effectiveness

of its associated advertising. Media attention scores as applied 
to regular consumers of each medium, with print newspapers 

topping the table with a score of 80%, followed by regional 
print newspapers (76%).  www.StonebridgePress.com
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 8/1 & SATURDAY 8/2

LOBSTER 
ROLL 

AFTER 5:00 PM

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $22.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 7/31/25

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

excitement each year.

“This isn’t just any race. It’s a cel-
ebration of  community, courage, and 
the incredible legacy of  Dr. Bill Yorzyk, 
an Olympic gold medalist, Springfield 
College legend, and pioneer of  the but-
terfly stroke,” read a statement released 
by organizers. “The event honors not 
only his incredible achievements, but 
his deep love for the outdoors and belief  
that everyone deserves to feel safe and 
confident in the water.”

The Wild Bill Swim has offerings 
for every age and ability level. These 
include five open water swim races; a 
community novelty swim (400 yards); 
and the Cornerstone Community Float. 

The day will begin on the waters of  
South Pond, stretching into Quaboag 
Pond across Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
and Sturbridge. 

“Whether you’re a seasoned open 
water swimmer or just love cheering 
from a float shaped like a duck, there’s 
something for everyone,” the promo-
tional statement read.

Every dollar raised by the event will 
support the “Just Get in the Water” safe-
ty program for local third graders. Over 
the past two years, 200 children have 
learned lifesaving water skills thanks to 
support from the community.

“Feeling at home in the water gives 
every person a new way to move, think, 
and breathe. We want every child to 
decide for themselves whether they like 
the water—not let fear decide for them,” 
Yorzyk Triger said.

“Wild Bill” Yorzyk earned the 
gold medal at the 200-meter butterfly 
during the 1956 summer Olympics in 
Melbourne, Australia, only a few years 
after he learned to swim as a freshman 
at Springfield College.

Now, the annual event held in Yorzyk’s 
memory continues to help introduce the 
next generation of  swimmers to the 
water.

“Bill’s story is living proof. He couldn’t 
swim when he entered Springfield 
College at 16. Five years later, he won 
Olympic gold, helped define the modern 
butterfly stroke, and co-created the very 
first training videos for CPR and stroke 
technique. If  he could do that, anyone 
can swim,” the promotional statement 
read.

The event will also include music, 
baked goods provided by White’s 
Landing, and a raffle, among other high-
lights. 

If  you would like to participate in the 
event, please register as early as pos-
sible. Registration for swim races will 
close on Friday, Aug. 8, at 7 p.m.

For the paddle sessions, the novelty 
swim, and the community float activi-
ties, day-of  registration will be offered.

To sign up, please visit www.wildbills-
wim.org.

“Our raffle prizes are next-level—each 
worth $100 or more and usable locally or 
nationwide,” the statement read. “You 
can also support the cause by becoming 
a sponsor; donating a raffle basket; or 
volunteering your time.”

Organizers thank all sponsors for 
their support of  the event.

Funds raised at the event will help 
purchase swimsuits, goggles, and trans-
portation to water safety lessons for 
local students.

“Your swim supports a big mis-
sion: bringing swim and water safety 
lessons to kids in our community,” read 
a statement posted to the event website. 

WILD BILL
continued from page     A1 LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES

BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph’s Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
Located in the church hall at 296 North 
Main St. North Brookfield 
Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the 
month from 5:00-6:30PM
the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12 
Noon-1:15PM
Any questions should be directed to the 
Rectory office 508 867-6469.
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community 
partner affiliated with the Worcester County 
Food Bank.      

OXFORD
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf
Oxford Community Center
4 Maple Road
Oxford, MA 01540
Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM              

ROCHDALE
The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church
674 Pleasant St.
Rochdale, MA
Distribution:  Every Monday from 12:00 - 
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.  

SOUTHBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, 
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, 
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, 
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, 
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

WEBSTER
Webster-Dudley Food Share
4 Church St #2
Webster, MA 0570
Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from 
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
 Dudley residents.
Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM  
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 
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Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, JULY 17
8:17 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

written warning; 8:34 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), spoken to; 8:40 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), spoken to; 
8:44 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 8:54 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 9:38 
a.m.: ambulance (Jacques Avenue, 
Worcester), transported; 9:50 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:50 a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
spoken to; 10:24 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 11:43 a.m.: 
ambulance (Mill Street, Worcester), 
transported; 12:50 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Victoria Drive), unable 
to serve; 1:04 p.m.: welfare check 
(Pitcairne Avenue), services rendered; 
1:26 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 1:29 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), citation issued; 1:33 
p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 1:39 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 1:48 p.m.: 
ambulance (Salem Square, Worcester), 
transported; 3:38 p.m.: ambulance 
(Stafford Street, Charlton), transport-
ed; 6:11 p.m.: disturbance (Lake Street), 
resolved; 6:45 p.m.: disturbance (Olney 
Street), spoken to; 9:38 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
resolved.

FRIDAY, JULY 18
1:28 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

name and address redacted from police 
log), negligent operation, speeding, 
citation issued; 5:58 a.m.: fraud (South 
Main Street), spoken to; 7:55 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
8:06 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 8:07 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 10:03 
a.m.: shoplifting/2 (Soojians Drive), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, larceny over $1200, advised civil 
action; name and address redacted 
from police log, larceny over $1200, 
advised civil action; 10:40 a.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Main Street), investigated; 
11:13 a.m.: ambulance (Lillian Avenue), 
transported; 12:42 p.m.: ambulance 
(Henshaw Street), transported; 1:04 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), spo-
ken to; 1:19 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Church Street), services rendered; 
2:10 p.m.: assist other PD (South Main 
Street), message delivered; 3:48 p.m.: 
welfare check (Main Street), resolved; 
5:31 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 6:47 p.m.: restraining 
order service (South Main Street), 
served; 6:57 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant 
Street, Worcester), transported; 7:12 
p.m.: hit/run accident (Main Street), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, leaving the scene of  a property 
damage accident, resolved; 9:23 p.m.: 
ambulance (Virginia Drive), transport-
ed; 11:26 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 11:59 p.m.: ambulance 
(White Birch Street), transported.

SATURDAY, JULY 19
12:38 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-

tion issued; 1:05 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 1:23 a.m.: mv 
stop (Auburn Street), verbal warning; 
1:35 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 1:39 a.m.: mv stop 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), ver-
bal warning; 2:34 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 3:18 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
3:22 a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
verbal warning; 3:37 a.m.: mv stop 
(McNeil Highway), services rendered; 
4:00 a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
verbal warning; 7:04 a.m.: ambulance 
(Pleasant Street), transported; 8:02 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 10:03 a.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Pleasant Street), resolved; 10:24 
a.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 11:20 a.m.: family prob-
lem (Rawson Street), spoken to; 11:37 
a.m.: assist citizen (Towtaid Street); 
12:42 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported; 1:53 p.m.: parking com-
plaint (Cricklewood Drive), services 
rendered; 3:07 p.m.: ambulance (Sunset 

Drive), transported; 3:19 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Parker Street), transported; 3:26 
p.m.: assist citizen (Peter Salem Road); 
4:14 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
call canceled; 5:38 p.m.: assist other PD 
(Chestnut Street, Spencer), resolved; 
7:51 p.m.: accident (Pleasant Street), 
report taken; 7:53 p.m.: erratic opera-
tor (Pleasant Street), gone on arrival; 
11:35 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 11:41 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Stafford Street).

SUNDAY, JULY 20
12:00 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 12:04 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), spoken to; 12:08 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), written 
warning; 12:17 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 12:35 a.m.: sus-
picious person (Main Street), assisted; 
1:03 a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, op w/suspended registration, 
criminal application issued; 1:44 a.m.: 
mv stop (Burncoat Street), spoken to; 
2:06 a.m.: mv stop (Bottomly Avenue), 
spoken to; 2:43 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 2:52 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 3:45 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken 
to; 6:47 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
citation issued; 7:36 a.m.: harassment 
(Woodland Road), spoken to; 11:39 a.m.: 
welfare check (South Main Street), mes-
sage delivered; 1:19 p.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Stafford Street), resolved; 1:31 
p.m.: escort (Paxton Street), assist-
ed; 2:55 p.m.: erratic operator (Main 
Street), resolved; 5:48 p.m.: suspicious 
person (Main Street), resolved; 6:30 
p.m.: accident (Paxton Street), services 
rendered; 7:13 p.m.: ambulance (Breezy 
Green Road), transported; 8:09 p.m.: 
disturbance (Towtaid Street), spoken 
to; 9:38 p.m.: suspicious mv (Henshaw 
Street), no action required; 11:42 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning.

MONDAY, JULY 21
12:06 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

verbal warning; 12:30 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 8:50 a.m.: investigation (Main 
Street), report taken; 9:33 a.m.: mv 
stop (Marshall Street), spoken to; 9:45 
a.m.: mv stop (Marshall Street), spo-
ken to; 9:53 a.m.: mv stop (Marshall 
Street), spoken to; 10:19 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, number plate 
violation to conceal ID, unregistered 
mv, criminal application issued; 11:03 
a.m.: summons service (Wesley Drive), 
no action required; 11:35 a.m.: errat-
ic operator (Main Street), unable to 
locate; 12:14 p.m.: ambulance (Flagg 
Drive), services rendered; 12:33 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Sunset 
Drive), report taken; 12:36 p.m.: sum-
mons service (Pleasant Street), report 
taken; 1:52 p.m.: arrest warrant service 
(South Main Street), Kevin Michael 
O’Brien, 72, 156 Ruthven Street, 
Dorchester, administrative booking/
Wrentham PD, arrest; 2:08 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 5:18 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 5:50 p.m.: accident (Paxton 
Street), services rendered; 6:11 p.m.: 
keep the peace (Hankey Street), ser-
vices rendered; 7:43 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 11:23 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 11:35 p.m.: 
mv stop (South Main Street), citation 
issued.

TUESDAY, JULY 22
1:53 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 

Memorial Highway), transported; 5:34 
a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 6:49 a.m.: 
restraining order service (South 
Main Street), served; 8:54 a.m.: mv 
stop (Auburn Street), spoken to; 9:01 
a.m.: mv stop (Auburn Street), spo-
ken to; 9:08 a.m.: mv stop (Auburn 
Street), written warning; 9:19 a.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
10:14 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), spoken to; 10:28 a.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
written warning; 10:44 a.m.: mv stop 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), writ-
ten warning; 12:46 p.m.: ambulance 

(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 1:30 p.m.: investigation (Main 
Street), report taken; 1:49 p.m.: neigh-
bor dispute (Elmwood Avenue), spoken 
to; 4:22 p.m.: arrest warrant service 
(Main Street), unable to serve; 5:45 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), written 
warning; 6:20 p.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), verbal warning; 7:18 
p.m.: animal complaint (Willow Hill 
Road), resolved.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23
1:07 a.m.: mutual aid (Mill Street, 

Worcester), call canceled; 7:20 a.m.: 
welfare check (Reservoir Street), ser-
vices rendered; 9:22 a.m.: shoplifting 
(Soojians Drive), name and address 
redacted from police log, shoplifting 
by asportation, report taken; 11:36 
a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), call 
canceled; 11:41 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Soojians Drive), unfounded; 1:42 p.m.: 
harassment (Woodland Road), spoken 
to; 1:51 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 
2:51 p.m.: ambulance (Austin Street, 
Worcester), transported; 3:22 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Leela Lane); 5:17 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transport-
ed; 6:58 p.m.: suspicious person (South 
Main Street), services rendered; 9:36 
p.m.: open door/window (Mannville 
Street), resolved.

# # #

Spencer Police Log
WEDNESDAY, JULY 16
12:14-2:52 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:21 a.m.: medical/general 
(Marble Road); 5:49 a.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 9:05 
a.m.: FID card issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 10:08 a.m.: larceny 
(Grove Street), Gabriel H. Bloksberg, 
57, 10 Grove Street, Spencer, warrant, 
arrest; 11:13 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Lakeview Drive), possum struck/
babies alive; 11:27 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Bixby Road); 2:17 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Church Street); 2:27 
p.m.: suspicious persons (Main Street), 
intoxicated customer; 2:53 p.m.: arrest 
warrant service (Main Street), Damon 
M. Bell, 37, 40 Maple Street, Spencer, 
warrant, arrest; 3:41 p.m.: mv lockout 
(Thompson Pond Road), assisted; 4:19 
p.m.: DPW call (Pleasant Street), traffic 
light malfunctioning; 4:43 p.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Meadow Road), ser-
vices rendered; 6:56 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (North Spencer Road); 8:30 p.m.: 
RV complaint (South Spencer Road), 
c/o bikes on trail; 9:06 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Bixby Road), erratic operator; 
(total daily mv stops – 2).

THURSDAY, JULY 17
12:02 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main 

Street), investigated; 1:55 a.m.: build-
ing checked, secure; 2:59 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
3:39 a.m.: mutual aid (Main Street), 
assist State Police/transport; 4:58 
a.m.: officer wanted (Thompson Pond 
Road), rep. tree down; 6:33 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Howe Village); 8:15 a.m.: 
medical/general (Brooks Pond Road); 
8:24 a.m.: fraud (Vista Lane), report 
taken; 9:10 a.m.: parking complaint 
(Main Street), services rendered; 
9:45 a.m.: medical/general (Jolicoeur 
Avenue); 10:16 a.m.: medical/general 
(Lincoln Street); 1:21 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Chestnut Street), referred; 1:26 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (West Main Street), 
no contact; 2:25 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Temple Street); 2:54 p.m.: mutual 
aid (West Main Street), Leicester PD 
bolo/road rage; 3:15 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (West Main Street), services 
rendered; 4:21 p.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), assisted; 9:26 p.m.: medical/
general (Wall Street); 9:52 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Maple Street); (total daily 
mv stops – 8).

FRIDAY, JULY 18
12:38-2:09 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:23 a.m.: mv repossessed 
(Grove Street), info rec’d; 3:25 a.m.: 
mv repossessed (School Street), info 
rec’d; 3:30 a.m.: LTC issued (West 

Main Street), 
assisted; 4:01-4:02 
a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 
5:51 a.m.: distur-

bance (Maple Street), re: issue w/rent-
ers; 6:31 a.m.: vandalism (Gold Nugget 
Road), shed door destroyed; 7:10 
a.m.: lost/found (Main Street), wallet 
found; 8:06 a.m.: officer wanted (East 
Charlton Road), lg. branch in road; 8:24 
a.m.: officer wanted (Salem Street), 
req. welfare check; 8:50 a.m.: lost/
found (Pleasant Street), watch found; 
9:53 a.m.: restraining order service 
(Charlton Road); 12:12 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Pope Street); 1:43 p.m.: 
RV complaint (Howe Road), c/o dirt 
bikes in area; 1:58 p.m.: accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 2:03 p.m.: fire 
(Wilson Avenue), referred; 4:30 p.m.: 
fire (Howe Road), referred; 4:37 p.m.: 
accident (West Main Street), report; 
6:10 p.m.: commercial alarm (Main 
Street), services rendered; 7:10 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (Howe Road), c/o juve-
niles on ATVs/harassment; 7:37 p.m.: 
officer wanted (McDonald Street), spo-
ken to; 9:55 p.m.: mv complaint (North 
Spencer Road), erratic operator; 10:11 
p.m.: animal complaint (Northwest 
Road), rep. dog in distress; 10:42 p.m.: 
fire alarm (Main Street), referred; 10:46 
p.m.: disturbance (Browning Pond 
Road), noise complaint/yelling; (total 
daily mv stops – 0).

SATURDAY, JULY 19
1:22 a.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic 

Street), spoken to; 1:41-2:53 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 2:20 a.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Howe Road), investigated; 
3:46 a.m.: mutual aid (Main Street), 
assist Leicester PD; 6:24 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Main Street); 7:44 a.m.: 
hit/run accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 9:51 a.m.: officer wanted (Pope 
Street), req. escort; 2:36 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Main Street); 3:00 p.m.: 
accident (Cranberry Meadow Road), 
report taken; 3:17 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Grove Street); 4:45 p.m.: disturbance 
(Chestnut Street), services rendered; 
5:06 p.m.: medical/general (Briarcliff  
Lane); 5:31 p.m.: missing person/juve-
nile (Chestnut Street), report taken; 
8:10 p.m.: mv complaint (West Main 
Street), erratic operator; 8:39 p.m.: fire/
woods/grass (School Street), small 
campfire; 9:57 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 10:11 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Howe Village), info taken; 
10:20 p.m.: disturbance (Lyford Road), 
neighbor dispute/re: fire; 11:53 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Lyford Road), c/o speed-
ing; (total daily mv stops – 1).

SUNDAY, JULY 20
12:09-1:55 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:17 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Maple Street); 6:20 a.m.: accident 
(South Spencer Road), report taken; 
11:14 a.m.: medical/general (Church 
Street); 12:01 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), Sturbridge PD bolo; 12:57 
p.m.: officer wanted (Smithville Road), 
spoken to; 1:55 p.m.: medical/general 
(Woodside Road); 3:17 p.m.: medical/
general (Ethier Drive); 3:27 p.m.: acci-
dent (West Main Street), report taken; 
5:27 p.m.: 911 call (Main Street), status 
not recorded on police log; 5:27 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Mechanic Street), spo-
ken to; 5:44 p.m.: mv complaint (West 
Main Street), poss. drunk driver; 6:15 
p.m.: mutual aid (Wm. Casey Road), 
assist Charlton PD; 9:09 p.m.: fire 
alarm (Maple Street), referred; 10:04 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Main Street), 
rep. young child yelling; 11:45 p.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 11:48 p.m.: 
medical/general (Pleasant Street); 
(total daily mv stops – 1).

MONDAY, JULY 21
12:03-2:51 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:15 a.m.: medical/general 
(Charron Street); 12:39 a.m.: juvenile 
matter (Earley Street), kids running 
in yards; 1:49 a.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 6:19 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Charlton Road), dog barking; 
7:34 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 9:55 a.m.: medical/
general (Temple Street); 10:44 a.m.: 
DPW call (Greenville Street), trash/
side of  road; 11:39 a.m.: mv complaint 
(Main Street), erratic operator; 12:34 
p.m.: restraining order service (Maple 
Street); 12:34 p.m.: medical/general 
(North Spencer Road); 2:14 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Paxton Road), dead 
animal/roadside; 2:53 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Main Street); 7:19 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (West Main Street), 
no contact; 8:08 p.m.: medical/general 
(Vista Lane); 9:52 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Bixby Road), status not recorded 
on police log; 11:00 p.m.: disturbance 
(Sunset Lane), drunk male; 11:16-11:48 
p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 11:16 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), 
investigated; (total daily mv stops – 1).

TUESDAY, JULY 22
12:20-12:47 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:51 a.m.: mv repossessed 
(Jones Street), info rec’d; 5:50 a.m.: 
medical/general (School Street); 6:52 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Sherwood 
Drive), status not recorded on police 
log; 7:12 a.m.: medical/general (Lincoln 
Street); 7:17 a.m.: LTC issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 8:45 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Maple Street); 8:55 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
questions re: restraining order; 9:18 
a.m.: medical/general (Valley Street); 
10:08 a.m.: parking complaint (Howe 
Road), re: truck in lot; 10:32 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Main Street); 12:02 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), spo-
ken to; 12:57 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), questions re: e-bikes; 
1:05 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), status not recorded on 

POLICE REPORTS

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308
 

FREE
Loft twin

bunk bed set
12 x 36

swimming pool,
like new

Call 774-635-9111

Yard Sale/
Moving Sale 

31 Noble Street 
DuDley, MA

Saturday, August 2nd 
9am- 4pm

Household goods, games,  
small furniture, filing cabinets, 

office supplies, desk,  
king/twin bed and lots more. 

Turn To LOGS page     A15
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police log; 1:24 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), hang-up; 3:12 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (First Street), req. welfare 

check; 3:42 p.m.: accident (Route 49), 
report taken; 3:46 p.m.: juvenile mat-
ter (Paxton Road), c/o kids on ATVs; 
6:05 p.m.: mv complaint (Maple Street), 
c/o aggressive operator; 6:07 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Hastings Road), c/o speed-

ing Corvette; 6:25 p.m.: suspicious per-
sons (West Main Street), report taken; 
7:46 p.m.: suspicious persons (Sherry 
Lane), investigated; 8:02 p.m.: odor of  
gas (West Main Street), referred; 8:08 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Road); 

9:41 p.m.: 911 call (Chickering Road), 
accidental; 10:20 p.m.: medical/sudden 
death (Paxton Road); (total daily mv 
stops – 1).

# # #

POLICE REPORTS

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

SAVE THE DATE!!!
AUGUST 16TH •10AM-2PM

Real Estate Fair • Black Tavern Dudley
Information for Buyers & Sellers on Home Inspections 

• Financing • Representation •Available Properties
*Home for Heroes Programs

* Drawings for Gift Cards

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

54 Hill St $360,000 27 Whitla Drive $449,900

HOPEDALE- BUNGALOW
NEW PRICE!!

WORCESTER-WELL MAINTAINED

* 1 Bedroom
 * Perfect Condo Alternative 

* 940 sq. ft. *Three Season Porch

*New Sunroom *3 Bedroom
*11’x17’ Kitchen *Garage

BUYERS-
Need 

Representation
Contact 

Maria Reed
508-873-9254

Experience 
Matters

128 Old Southbridge Rd $795,000 2 Victor Ave $465,900

DUDLEY- NEW CONSTRUCTION LEICESTER- RANCH

2 ACRES
NEW TO MARKET*3 Bedroom

24’ Great 
Room *Hard-
wood Floors 
* 8’ Center 
Island w/
 Corian

 Counters
*Vinyl Sided *1300 sq. ft.

*4 Heat Pumps *2 Car Garage

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HAR-
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built 
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,075,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 
Acres - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Poten-
tial  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront w/Gravel Drive 
Access to Land & Lake! 183 + Cedar Lake is full recrea-
tional- A Once i na Lifetime Opportunity!          $899,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES! 

WATERFRONT LAND

Webster Lake Waterfront 
88 Union Point

Excellent oppor-
tunity!  Natural 
Western Facing 
Shoreline- Beautiful 
Sunsets - Views 
of Middle to North 
Pond! 7,000 +/- Sq. 
Ft. Waterfront Lot! 
Fireplaced living 
room ! 12 X 30 one 
car garage. 

$660,000

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE 

WATERFRONT! 
jUST SIMPLY AN 
INCREDIBLE OP-

PORTUNITY! OVER 
31,000 SQ FT OF 
LAND! Summer Cot-
tage on 9482 SF of 

land.Commanding view, breathtaking Western 
Sunsets + 5 Waterfront Lots across the street, 
on  4 of the 5 possibly buildable. 
assisted sale $1,199,900

Webster Lake Waterfront Lots
Bates Point Rd 

In Beautiful, Calm, Winter Cove
Lot# 1003R   Natural Level Shore line  

3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
 Lot# 1004R  Natural Level Shore Line

5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000  SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1005R   Natural Level Shore line  

7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000  SORRY SOLD!

Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready.
Updated Kitchen. Formal Din-
ing Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great Rm. 
3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. 
Hardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement system. 
3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath, kitch-
en area w/cabinets & refrigerator. Morton 
Barn Style Garage  .39 acre $435,000

WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLE RD  

ON DEPOSIT

Welcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE” 
offering the perfect blend of mod-
ern amenities. Recently remodeled 
open concept kitchen living room 
& dining area featuring granite 
countertops, new flooring & recent 
appliances. Updates include roof, 
windows, doors, Roth oil tank & 
Hot Water Heater (2021). New 
heating system in 2023. This is 
a  “GEM” Possibility of a 4th bed-
room/home office. 1 car under

$405,000

WEBSTER - 18 GRAYSTONE AVE

SORRY, SOLD! 

SORRY, SOLD! 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, 
Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes be-
ing built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Open Concept Plan. Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic 
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private 
Full Bathr, Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough 
plumbed for future expansion. FHA Heat & Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cottage, with 
Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean & Well Maintained, 

Modern Conveniences w/the Charm 
of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 3 
BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood Floors! 
Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Stove, Wrap-
Around Screened Porch, Lg Outbuild-
ing w/Full Bath/Shower/Laundry & 
Workshop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or Off-Sea-
son Water Use! 14,300 SF+/- Level Lot 
w/105+ of Shoreline. Most Important 
of All > 25% Shared Ownership in a 
Mainland Waterfront Lot for Parking, 
Boat Docking & Winter Storage.                                   

$595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

 

100+/- feet of Pris-
tine, Sandy Shoreline! 
Boasting 6 Large 
rooms, 2 Baths, 3 
Bedrooms, Garage. 
All on a Private road

$1,000,000

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!    

15 CEDAR POINT RD  

 MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the beaten path, 
on a rarely traveled side road! Each apartment 
boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living area ~ the1st floor 
Apt has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath. The 2nd Floor 
Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs & Full Bath. Updated Boil-
ers w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks Heat by Natural 
Gas.  $510,000

WEBSTER - 11 PARK RD.

In Beautiful Bonnette 
Acres! Handsome & well-
maintained 3-bedroom, 
2-bath Split entry home! 
Cathedral Ceiling living 
room & Sunroom! Gen-
erator, Extensive irrigation 
system. 2 Car Garage. 
assisted sale  $449,900

THOMPSON - 34 BONNETTE AVE

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD! 

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE

LOGS
continued from page     A1

REAL ESTATE
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Saturday & Sunday, August 10th & 11th!

1192 Weirs Blvd., Rte. 3 / PO Box 5106 / Weirs Beach, NH 03247

(603) 366-4673
www.channelcottages.com

1, 2, & 3+ Bedrooms
w/ Queen Beds & Kitchens

Private Beach / Docking
Air-Conditioning / FREE Wi~Fi

WEBER Gas Grills
Reunions, Meetings & Weddings

**Pets Welcome**

DSC_5767.JPG Sign In

Lake Winnipesaukee - Weirs Beach

C E L E B R AT I N G  3 4  Y E A R S

DA meets with interns

Courtesy

Interns with the Worcester Judicial Youth Corps Program recently met Worcester County District Attorney Joseph Early, Jr.

REGION — Worcester County District 
Attorney Joseph Early, Jr. recently 
met local interns with the Worcester 
Judicial Youth Corps Program.

The program includes members rep-
resenting several schools from through-
out the county.

“It was an honor to speak to this 
year’s Worcester Judicial Youth Corps 
Program interns,” read a statement 
released by Early. “Throughout the sum-

mer, this great group of  high school 
students will learn more about our 
court system from some of  the best 
and brightest judges, lawyers, clerks, 
probation officers, and other court per-
sonnel.”

To learn more about programs run by 
the DA’s Office, visit www.worcesterda.
com.

S P R I N G F I E L D 
— Against all odds, Gorret 
Rusoke has accomplished 
what many would consid-
er impossible. A mother 
of  four, wife, and full-
time healthcare work-
er, Rusoke has officially 
completed her Practical 
Nursing certificate 
from Bay Path Regional 
Vocational Technical 
High School’s Practical 
Nursing Academy – an 
achievement fueled by 
grit, sacrifice, and unwav-
ering purpose.

“I never thought I 
would find myself  going 
back to school in my 30s,” 
said Rusoke, reflecting on 
her journey. “But deep 
inside, I knew I had more 
to give to my community, 
my family, and myself.”

Originally from 
Uganda, Rusoke came 
to the U.S. with a back-
ground in education and 
a passion for service. 
Her decision to pursue 
nursing solidified during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
watching nurses across 
the globe serve tirelessly 
with courage and com-
passion. That inspiration 
sparked a calling she 
could no longer ignore.

What followed was a 
grueling yet rewarding 

road filled with sleep-
less nights, long com-
mutes, and juggling 
family responsibilities 
with academic rigor. She 
often drove more than 
two hours round-trip 
for classes, sometimes 
arriving home just as her 
husband left for his night 
shift. Despite exhaustion, 
she would press on—
studying into the early 
hours, preparing lunches, 
helping with homework, 
and then waking up to do 
it all over again.

“There were moments 
I felt selfish for skipping 
family events so I could 
rest or study,” Rusoke 
shared. “But clinical days 
reminded me why I start-
ed—to serve and care for 
people. That purpose car-
ried me through.”

Rusoke’s clinical 
placements included 
Vibra Hospital, UMass 
Memorial Health, and 
several rehabilitation 
centers, where she quick-
ly gained praise for her 
compassionate care and 
natural leadership. She 
excelled in areas like 
wound care, medication 
administration, and 
patient assessments—
all while speaking four 
languages: English, 

Luganda, Kiswahili, and 
Rutooro.

Her efforts didn’t go 
unnoticed. At gradua-
tion, she received both 
the Academic Excellence 
Award and the Clinical 
Excellence Award, along-
side her induction into 
the National Technical 
Honor Society and par-
ticipation in the school’s 
Mock Code Team.

In her words, the jour-
ney would not have been 
possible without the 
strong support around 
her. She expressed heart-
felt thanks to the facul-
ty and staff  of  Bay Path 
Nursing Academy—par-
ticularly Director Dr. 
Bolandrina Gretheline 
and Executive Assistant 
Donna—as well as her 
close-knit group of  
nursing school friends: 
Louise, Delene, Elizabeth, 
Flory, and Chali.

“They were my study 
partners and second fam-
ily,” she said. “We built 
lifelong friendships that 
withstood every chal-
lenge.”

Rusoke is currently 
serving as a Direct Care 
Professional at the Mental 
Health Association in 
Chicopee, and previous-
ly worked at The Reserve 
in East Longmeadow 
and the Cooperative 
for Human Services in 
Lexington. Her next goal? 
To continue making a dif-
ference in patients’ lives 
with empathy, integrity, 
and love.

“I aspire to be the kind 
of  nurse who makes an 
impact—who patients 
remember not just for 
their skill, but for how 
they made them feel. This 
is only the beginning,” 
Rusoke said.

As Gorret Rusoke steps 
into the next chapter of  
her career, she embod-
ies the heart of  modern 
nursing: resilient, com-
passionate, and deeply 
human.

Courtesy

Gorret Rusoke and Dr. Adelina Healy

Bay Path graduate, 
mother of four 

triumphs in 
nursing journey

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!
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