
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – The Charlton Police Department 
welcomed a new sergeant on Tuesday, Aug. 9 while 
acknowledging the retirement of Sgt. Gary Wood as of 
the end of July.

Chief Daniel Dowd presented Officer Brian Cardrant 
to Selectmen as the choice candidate for the vacancy. 
Town Administrator Andrew Golas said Cardrant 
was chosen from an active civil service list used to 
fill previous vacancies. Chief Dowd said Cardrant has 
a long history as an officer in the region serving both 
Southbridge and Charlton with honor.

“Brian came to us from Southbridge. He spent four 

years in the Southbridge Police. He’s been here for 
eight years. He’s done a good job as a patrolman. He’s 
also our first Student Resource Officer that we’ve had 
at Bay Path. He’s done a good job there,” said the chief. 

Cardrant’s promotion to sergeant was unanimously 
approved by the selectmen present. 

While how predecessor, Sgt. Wood, might be retir-
ing after nearly 35 years with Charlton, he won’t be 
going far. Wood was appointed as a special police 
officer to the Charlton Police Department which will 
allow him to be called upon to serve the town once 
more in uniform if the need arises. His promotion was 
also unanimously approved while his retirement was 
seen as a well-deserved break for the longtime officer, 
detective, soldier, and sergeant.
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BRIMFIELD – A dedication ceremony this 
month will showcase the newly installed gazebo 
and several other recent upgrades to the Town 
Common in Brimfield.

Set for Wednesday, Aug. 24, at 5 p.m., the cer-
emony will take place immediately before the 
evening concert held on the Common. Guests will 
be able to check out the new gazebo, flagpole, a 
handicapped-accessible brick walkway, benches, 
and tables augmenting Brimfield’s village center.

“We have all been thrilled about how well 
this came out. The project exceeded everyone’s 
expectations,” said Mark Conners, a Brimfield 
Historical Commission member who helped lead 
the gazebo installation project.

Four years ago, Conners and fellow Historical 
Commission member Bob Corry began promot-
ing the idea of placing a gazebo on the historic 
Common. After the proposal was approved by 
selectmen, funding was secured through several 
sources, including grants and earmarks for state 
funds.

Multiple community members came together to 
make the project a success. These include students 
enrolled in the Tantasqua Regional High School 
electrical program, who wired and installed light-
ing at the gazebo.

Additionally, Corry is personally thanked for 
his hard work in leading the installation phase of 
the gazebo project. 

Combined with several other recent upgrades 
to the village center, the result is a new-look 
Common that still retains a quaint, smalltown 
New England feel. Residents from Brimfield and 
surrounding communities have already visited 
the site to see the upgrades, and next month guests 
from across the country will enjoy the Common 
during the last leg of the antique show.

“I have seen many people sitting on the benches, 
having picnics, and looking at the gazebo. We get 
visitors from all over the area,” Conners said. 

In addition to the upgrades on the Common, 
numerous other projects have helped improve 
the overall village center in recent years. Prior 
to last year’s opening of the Cumberland Farms 
on Route 20, located opposite the Common, the 
company’s design team worked with members of 
the Historical Commission to help create an archi-
tectural vision whose facets are consistent with 
the traditional ambience of the surrounding area.

Moreover, an eyesore building was recently 
taken down near the village center, and local busi-
nesses continue to bolster the town’s historical 
emphasis. Located next to the new Cumberland 
Farms, Country Bank has also been a historically 
conscious neighbor, officials said.

Looking ahead to the Aug. 24 dedication, a line-
up of guest speakers and the Boy Scouts will also 
join the ceremony.  
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A new gazebo is the centerpiece among several recent upgrades to the Brimfield Town Common.
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Charlton Officer Brian Cardrant (center) was promoted to 
Sergeant on Aug. 9 succeeding retiring Sgt. Gary Wood who 
was also appointed as a special police officer for the force

Cardrant named newest police 
sergeant in Charlton

Dedication ceremony to spotlight 
upgrades to Brimfield Common
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Assistant Scout Leader Brian Wolcott of Boy Scout Troop 338 in 
Charlton celebrated a combined 40 years in scouts in 2022 as a 
members and leader.

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — There have been countless men and women 
who have dedicated much of their lives to the Boy Scouts of 
America, but few can celebrate 40 combined years in the 
organization as both a member and a mentor to younger 
generations that succeeded them.

Brian Wolcott has amassed four decades as either a mem-
ber or a leader in the Cub and Boy Scouts most recently 
serving as Assistant Scout Master and Eagle Advancement 
Chairman for Troop 338 of Charlton. He was honored earlier 
this year by the town for his many years of service helping 
guide young scouts on their way to adulthoods. As a young 
scout he learned the many values that the organization 
instills in its members and as an adult he found himself 
longing to be a part of continuing that tradition and helping 
future generations embrace those same timeless values.

“The values that I learned as a kid, the scout oath, the scout 
law, bring trustworthy, being loyal, I still consider those 
important and that’s why I’ve spent my time in Cub Scouts 
and Boy Scouts. I think those values were helpful to me and 
are helpful to the youth of today, whether it’s boys or girls 
at this point,” said Wolcott. “If you go back to 1910, when the 

Affordable home will benefit Sturbridge family
STURBRIDGE — Habitat for Humanity MetroWest/

Greater Worcester is building a safe and affordable 
single-family home for a local family on a 1.3-acre 
wooded lot located at 226 Cedar St. in Sturbridge. The 
home will have four bedrooms, two bathrooms and full 
basement. The house will be a two-story colonial-style 
with 1560 square feet of living space. The location 
provides access to the amenities of this historic town, 
including a strong school system, vibrant business 
community, parks, and easy access to interstate 84 
and the Mass Pike. A local family will benefit from 
the strength and stability that comes from affordable 
homeownership. 

We need your help! Here are some ways you can get 
involved: 

• Can you join the Local Project Committee that 
helps to fundraise for the Sturbridge build? If so, 
please contact our Committee Chair, Mike Wimberly 
at: mike.wimberly@verizon.net. 

• Would your company be interested in sponsoring 
a Build Day at the Sturbridge build? Read more about 
our Build Days here: https://www.habitatmwgw.org/
home-build-day- opportunities/ or contact Deborah.
Huegel@habitatmwgw.org for more information. 

• If you would like to donate towards the Sturbridge 
affordable home build, please click here: https://hab-
itatmwgw.charityproud.org/Donate and direct your 
donation to the 226 Cedar St., Sturbridge build. 

• Or get involved by donating critical items towards 
the Sturbridge build. Every donation helps to ensure 
we continue our mission to build homes, communi-
ties, and hope. Some examples of current items needed 
for the Sturbridge build are: 

3 7 x 2’-8” / 6’-8” interior doors (2x4 split-jambs, 
2-1/2” casing, LH/RH TBD) 3 2 x toilets (12” rough-in 
dimension)

3 Kitchen cabinets
3 Kitchen counters 

3 Stainless kitchen sink
3 Kitchen faucet (brushed nickel or chrome)
3 4 x surface mounted fixtures with fans for ceilings 

lights in bedrooms 3 4 x surface mounted fixtures for 
hallway ceiling lights

3 Full size electric washer/dryer Energy Star rated
3 Dishwasher, full size & Energy Star rated
3 Microwave (Wall mounted, with exhaust fans, 

Energy Star)
3 Driveway & parking pad paving (75’) 
3 Topsoil, 225 yards
3 Shrubs, foundation planting – 12 shrubs 
Our mission is to build homes, communities and 

hope for local families and veterans in the Greater 
Worcester and MetroWest areas of Massachusetts. 
We serve 42 cities and towns in the region. Under the 
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SOUTHBRIDGE — This past June, 
the Harrington Hospital Auxiliary 
Scholarship Committee awarded $15,000 
in scholarships to area students plan-
ning to pursue a career in healthcare.

The Harrington Hospital Auxiliary 
Scholarship Committee awarded its 
first scholarship in 1959. Since that time 
tuition costs and student needs have 

increased dramatically, motivating the 
Harrington Auxiliary to adopt more 
fundraising endeavors to support more 
scholarships. Today, the primary schol-
arship fundraising activities include 
the Auxiliary’s Annual Lucky Duck 
and Family Fun Day and the annual Car 
and Motorcycle Show. Revenue from 
the Harrington Auxiliary Gift Shop also 
financially supports the scholarship 
program. 

Students residing in the communi-
ties served by the UMass Memorial 
Harrington Health System were invited 
to apply for one of the scholarships. The 
committee received many applications, 
with at least one student represent-
ing several of the communities in the 
Harrington Hospital service area.

Due to high COVID positivity rates 
in June, the committee was unable to 
hold an in-person ceremony. Members 
of the committee visited each recipient 
at her home to deliver their certificates 
and a gift.

The Harrington Auxiliary 
Scholarship Committee members pre-
sented five $3,000 scholarships for a 
total of $15,000. The recipients included 
the following students.

Brooke Fettig graduated from 
Tourtellette Memorial High School and 
is pursuing a career in radiologic tech-
nology at the University of Hartford.

Clare Jetter graduated from Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School and 
will be studying nursing at American 
International College.

Tantasqua Regional High School 
graduate Emma Lalashius plans to pur-

sue a career in occupational therapy at 
Western New England University.

Faith Mwangi, graduate of Tantasqua 
Regional High School, will follow her 
dream of becoming a physician at 
George Washington University.

Emilia Pianka will enroll in the 
physician assistant program at the 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences. She is a graduate 

of Shepherd Hill Regional High School.
The Harrington Auxiliary, estab-

lished in 1932, is a non-profit organi-
zation of dedicated and impassioned 
volunteers whose mission is to sup-
port and enhance the excellent services 
provided to the 25 communities the 
UMass Memorial Harrington Health 
System serves in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut.
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Scouts started, it’s still the same values. 
Some of the practices within, for exam-
ple first aid, have changed a lot from 
when I was a kid, but those core values 
have remained. The rest is just chang-
ing with the times.”

Wilcott was honored by Troop 338 
with the Two Score Award, an honor 
presented to those who have dedicated 
40 years to the Scouts (“score” being 
an alternate word for “twenty”). The 
ever-humble Scouts leader said while 
the recognition has been appreciated it 
was never about his accomplishments 
but being a part of helping younger 
generations achieve their potential as 

scouts.
“As an Eagle Advisor I help young 

men reach the rank of Eagle Scout and 
I think that’s probably been the most 
important thing that I’ve been part of. 
I’ve been going to summer camp for 25 
years as an adult so being a part of that 
and helping the boys advance, watching 
them grow, that’s been very reward-
ing,” Wolcott said. “Seeing the kids pick 
up the values and the skills are what’s 
really rewarding about all of this.”

Wolcott said he’ll likely be a part of 
the Scouts for the rest of his life with 
no plans on retiring anytime soon. He 
concluded that it’s not his accomplish-
ments that he cherishes, but seeing 
the kids grow and achieve greatness 
as adults that proved to be the most 
rewarding part of his years of service. 

WOLCOTT
continued from page A1

Brian Wolcott received the Two Score Award from Senior Patrol Leader Daniel Harris of Troop 
338 in Charlton.

Cornerstone Bank awards 
16 college scholarships to local graduates

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, 
a community bank with 10 locations 
throughout central Massachusetts, is 
proud to announce the 16 recipients of 
their scholarship awards program for 
local high school graduates. Each cho-
sen graduate is awarded $2,500 to assist 
with college expenses.

“Cornerstone Bank is proud to help 
students in our community reach their 
educational goals,” said Cornerstone 
Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “We want 
to foster the growth and development 
of the next generation of business and 
finance professionals, and congratulate 
these 16 exceptional students on their 
achievements, wishing them continued 
success.”

This is the list of the 2022 scholarship 
recipients along with the name of the 
school they plan to attend in the fall:

Kiana Barnes of East Brookfield, 
Nichols College

Emma Blomquist of Holden, 

University of Massachusetts, Isenberg 
School of Business

Madeline Duke of Shrewsbury, 
Indiana University

Hunter Goguen of Brookfield, Nichols 
College

Alexis Goodney of Leicester, Bentley 
University

Abigail Hill of Brimfield, Westfield 
State University

Nhi Huynh of Worcester, Harvard 
College

Brian Langevin of Sturbridge, 
University of Alabama

Owyn Law of Dudley, Quinnipiac 
University

Colin Minarik of Webster, Bentley 
University

Samuel Murillo of Charlton, 
University of Massachusetts, Lowell

Christopher Murzycki of Spencer, 
Worcester State University

Arieta Nasto of Worcester, Villanova 
School of Business

Brennan Ogert, Nichols College

Lauren Potvin of Charlton, Worcester 
Academy

Nina Zurawski of Charlton, Suffolk 
University

To be considered for a scholarship, 
each student had to:

Be a 2022 high school graduate
Anticipate being a full-time student 

at an accredited, degree-granting insti-
tution of higher education

Anticipate studying in a business or 
financial field

Demonstrate achievement and high 
standards in academics, extracurricu-
lar activities and community involve-
ment

Submit an official transcript and GPA 
from their guidance office

Submit a one-page essay

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 

2017, born of a long history of support-
ing the community, and

providing a strong foundation to help 
people and businesses thrive. Serving 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence 
and community-based banking model 
enables a unique ability to deliver out-
standing service, with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone provides the highest level 
of service and expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and community organiza-
tions with branch locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts. Cornerstone 
works to connect customers with 
opportunities, through a broad range of 
deposit and loan products, and services. 
Built on Trust is not just a tagline, but 
also one of our guiding corporate val-
ues. Whether a business or personal 
partnership, Cornerstone stands on the 
foundation that relationships are built 
on trust. To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and business banking 
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

Harrington Auxiliary awards $15,000 in scholarships
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Brook Fettig with Patty Motyka, chairper-
son of the Harrington Auxiliary Scholarship 
Committee.
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SOUTHBRIDGE — The Center of 
Hope Foundation, Inc. (CoHF) is a 
non-profit agency serving individuals 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. Changing lives and provid-
ing opportunities is not only what we 
do at the Center of Hope, but it is also 
who we are. On Saturday, July 30, we 
were joined by over 115 golfers at the 
Leicester Country Club for a beauti-
ful day of golf and coming together to 
continue enhancing the lives of people 
with disabilities. With the support from 

sponsors, players, and volunteers we 
were able to raise over $32,000 this year.

We were joined by the Hoyt 
Foundation, which participated as a 
foursome and generously presented a 
check for $20,000 at the beginning of the 
event. We were lucky enough to know 
Dick and Judy Hoyt, two people who 
changed the lives of so many. Even after 
their passing, they continue to inspire 
us to do more because as Dick would 
say, “Yes You Can.”  We are honored 
that their family continues to support 

the Center of Hope as their parents did.
John Rowley, a parent of CoHF pro-

gram members, is also an amazing sup-
porter who deserves a big thank you. 
John volunteers in organizing, plan-
ning, and running the event on top of 
playing and donating. With his help, 
our golf tournament is organized, runs 
smoothly, and is as successful as it is.

This event was sponsored by The 
Hoyt Foundation, Team Hoyt, US Tool 
and Fastener, Joe Cleans, Cornerstone 
Bank, Southbridge Credit Union, 
Abacus Distributors, Fletcher Tilton 
PC, Helgerson’s Excavating and Septic, 
5 Star Automotive, IBEW Local 2324, 
IBEW Local 2222, Country Bank, Bank 
Hometown, Savers Bank, Amy & John 
Gattos, Southbridge Tire, OFS Optical, 
Vibrance Technology Corporation, 
Open Sky, Cormier Jewelers, 
Masterman’s, and Excel Advertising.

We were also joined this year by 
UMASS volunteers. More than 16 peo-
ple working for UMASS, came and 
volunteered at the event helping with 
registration, raffle sales, games, photos, 
and clean-up. The extra hands were 
a great help, and we look forward to 
working more with these wonderful 
people in the future.

With the support from sponsors, 
players, and volunteers, the CoHF can 
continue with its mission, offering the 
most opportunities possible for individ-
uals with disabilities. Proceeds from 
this event also help us to continue our 
Holiday Giving Program. Around the 
holidays, gifts and other necessities are 

given to over 500 individuals and fami-
lies who struggle financially. 

“We know that some of our program 
members or others in the communi-
ty may not get the chance to expe-
rience the holidays like most,” said 
Erika Travinski, COO at the CoHF. “It 
is truly magical to see how the com-
munity comes together and help us 
provide this amazing support. We see 
smiles on family members’ faces know-
ing that their loved ones will wake up 
on Christmas morning beaming with 
happiness. There is no better feeling.”

To learn more about the Center of 
Hope Foundation, our businesses, or 
upcoming events, visit www.thecenter-
ofhope.org or call (508) 764-4085.

Charlton Public Library to host 
Carlos Odria Trio

CHARLTON — The Charlton Public 
Library is pleased to host the Carlos 
Odria Trio on Thursday, Aug. 25, at 6:30 
p.m. in Charlton Library’s Dexter Hall 
Auditorium. 

The Carlos Odria Trio is a high-energy 
acoustic ensemble that performs orig-
inal compositions and arrangements 
of jazz standards and Latin American 
popular music. They deliver an excit-
ing blend of international styles such 
as bossa nova, Afro-Peruvian grooves, 
rumba flamenco, and cumbia with an 
improvisational approach inspired by 
the rich tradition of American jazz.

Since its formation in 2017, the Carlos 
Odria Trio has been performing active-
ly in the New England area. It has been 
a featured artist at the Worcester Jazz 
Festival, and has performed at ven-
ues such as Clark University, UMass 
Boston, Worcester State University, 
Mechanics Hall, Middlesex Community 
College, the Jazz Revelations Concert 
Series in Providence, RI, the Chelmsford 

Center for the Arts, 90.5 WICN Public 
Radio, among others. The Trio has been 
nominated for ‘Jazz Artist of the Year’ 

(2021) and ‘Best International Artist of 
the Year’ (2020) at the Boston Music 
Awards and ‘Best Jazz Act’ (2019) at 

the Worcester Music Awards. Its 2019 
album ‘El Rio’ got consistent air time at 
local radio stations and was included in 
the ‘Favorite New England Albums of 
the Year 2019’ (Worcester Telegram & 
Gazette). An album review at Worcester 
Magazine described the album as fol-
lows: “it’s difficult to say more about 
the Carlos Odria Trio’s new album, 
‘El Rio,’ other than that it’s gorgeous: 
Stunningly, jaw-droppingly, trying-not-
to-weep-at-work beautiful.”

This program is supported in part 
by a grant from the Charlton Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass. Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Registration is not required. Charlton 
Public Library is located at 40 Main 
St. in Charlton, Massachusetts. This 
program is supported in part by a grant 
from the Charlton Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is supported by the 
Mass. Cultural Council, a state agency.

Around the Labor Day weekend, offi-
cials are hoping to add a special sign on 
the Common featuring images celebrat-
ing various local historical happenings.

“The last couple years have been very 
significant for the improvement of the 
center village,” Conners said.

The new-look Common will great-
ly enhance guests’ experiences during 

community events each year, including 
concerts, craft fairs, and holiday cele-
brations, among others.

State Rep. Todd Smola is thanked for 
his support of the improvement project. 
The Senior Center also secured a grant 
that helped fund the purchase of the 
benches and picnic tables.

“We have gotten a lot of very posi-
tive comments. The project is part of 
a rebirth of the entire center village,” 
Conners said.

COMMON
continued from page A1
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Desiree 

Hi! My name is Desiree and I 
love to dance and read books. 
Desiree is of Caucasian and His-

panic decent. She is an energetic 
girl who is full of life. Desiree loves 
playing with dolls, singing, danc-
ing, and reading books. She also 
enjoys gardening with her foster 
parents and is very proud of what 
she has produced in her garden. 
Desiree is able to be redirected 
and follows directions with assis-
tance. She can have a difficult time 
with the word “no” but with support 
she is able to process and move 
forward. She gets along well with 
older foster sisters and her foster 
parents and enjoys family gather-
ings. She is described as having 
a great imagination and dreams 

about places that someday she would like to visit and explore. 
She has made a lot of progress over the previous school year. She is in the 

4th grade in school year 2021-2022 and enjoys school. She is friendly and gets 
along well with others. Desiree receives weekly therapy and counseling. In ther-
apy she is learning to use her coping skills to manage her emotions and express 
her feelings. 

Freed for adoption Desiree will need a patient and structured home life. She 
would well in a two female or single female household. Older children in the home 
would be best. She has a younger brother living in western MA with whom she will 
need to maintain regular in-person contact. 

https://www.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/6030    

Can I Adopt? 
 If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 

your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents 
can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; 
LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any 
fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match 
you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts Adoption 
Resource Exchange (MARE) at (617) 964-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org. Start 
the process today and give a waiting child a permanent place to call home.

motto of “a hand up, not a 
handout,” we build hous-
es with families rather 
than for them. Partner 
families must contrib-
ute 300 to 400 hours of 
sweat equity building 
their homes and learning 
skills to become success-
ful homeowners. They 

also pay back an afford-
able mortgage, based on 
their income. 

For further details, 
contact Deborah Huegel, 
Vice President of 
Philanthropy, at 508-799-
9259, ext. 118 or Deborah.
Huegel@habitatmwgw.
org. Or visit our website 
at www.habitatmwgw.
org. For specific infor-
mation and photos of the 

home, please visit www.
habitatmwgw.org/cur-
rent-and-previous-builds. 

Building homes, com-
munities and hope for 
local families and veter-
ans. Through shelter, we 
empower. 

Please contact Deborah.
Huegel@habitatmwgw.
org for more information 
or questions about dona-
tions to 226 Cedar St

HABITAT
continued from page A1
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WORCESTER —  Quinsigamond 
Community College (QCC) was recently 
awarded $499,815 in Skills Capital Grant 
funding, which will be used to update 
three nursing labs at its Healthcare 
and Workforce Development Center, 
located in downtown Worcester. The 
labs enable nursing students to have 
hands-on training on the most state-of-
the-art equipment, which is crucial in 
preparing them for a career in the field 
of nursing.

“QCC’s nursing programs have 
always provided nursing students with 
the most current, up-to-date equipment 
and training to ensure students are 
ready to immediately enter the work-
force,”

said QCC 
President Luis 
G. Pedraja, Ph.D. 
“QCC is one of the 
largest providers 
of nurse educa-
tion and practi-
cal nursing in 

Massachusetts and staying up-to-date 
with technology is vital in continuing to 
supply the Commonwealth with skilled 
healthcare workers.”

The Skills Capital Grant will not only 
fund equipment for the nurse education 
lab, but also the simulation lab and prac-
tical nursing lab, where students pre-
pare for an Associate Degree in Nursing 
or a Practical Nursing Certificate.

“Technology in nursing is constantly 
changing and advancing, which allows 
nurses to improve efficiency, communi-
cate effectively, and most importantly 
provide safer care. This grant will allow 
our nursing students to train on the 
newest equipment and most current 
technology, similar to what is being 
used in acute, critical, and long-term 
care settings. The equipment funded 
by the Skills Capital Grant will better 
prepare students to enter the nursing 
workforce,” said Dean of the School of 
Healthcare Pat Schmohl.

QCC will use the grant to supply the 
nursing labs with simulation mani-

kins that allow students to apply the 
skills they’ve learned in a controlled 
environment. These highly life-like 
manikins come in models to represent 
infants, four- to seven-year-olds and 
adults. Students can check vital signs, 
assess symptoms, and practice proce-
dures such as tracheotomies. The grant 
will also cover a Pyxis medication dis-
pensing system, hospital beds, patient 
lifts and an Electrocardiogram (EKG) 
machine.

The Baker-Polito Administration’s 
Skills Capital Grant program has been 
funding career education technology 
since 2015. The latest round included 
$22 million given to 70 educational insti-
tutions.
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CHURCH LISTINGS
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond 
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford 
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., 
Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England 
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, 
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

OPEN TO CLOSE
TOWN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PUBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

POST OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) .............  (800) 275-8777

SCHOOLS
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

VILLAGER
ALMANAC

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

BRIMFIELD
$735,000, 50 6th St, Croteau, 

Paul J, and Croteau, Colleen 
M, to Distler, Lisa, and 
Distler, Daniel.

$525,000, 65 E Brimfield 
Holland, Proulx, Arthur E, 
and Proulx, Karen B, to Wood 
2nd, Keith C, and Wood, 
Melissa N.

$395,000, 284 Warren Rd, 
Ludemann, John G, and 
Ludemann, Janice L, to 
Baker, Kevin, and Baker, 
Donna N.

$352,000, 52 Knollwood Rd, 
Wood 2nd, Keith C, and Wood, 
Melissa, to Moor, Michael.

$145,000, Holland Rd, 
Robbins, Peter M, and 
Robbins, Gloria, to Luszcz, 
John, and Luszcz, Michele.

CHARLTON
$50,000, Henry Vista Ln, 

Ga Bldg& Prop Mgmt Inc, to 
Estiverne, Babiola C.

$50,000, Hycrest Rd, Ga 
Bldg& Prop Mgmt Inc, to 
Estiverne, Babiola C.

HOLLAND
$529,000, 32 Old Acres Rd, 

Loiselle, Ethan, to Brierley, 
Kristen, and Brierley, Daniel.

$360,000, 15 Old County Rd, 
Pronto Jr, Kenneth L, and 
Pronto, Linda L, to Bardsley, 
Luke, and Crouse, Nicholas 
J.

$301,000, 19 Kimball Hill 
Rd, Gendreau, Scott J, and 
Gendreau, Diana A, to 
Holstrom, Kevin A.

$150,000, 11 Ardmore 
Rd, Quattrocelli, Marie R, 
to Tremblay, Paul S, and 
Tremblay, Cheri.

STURBRIDGE
$750,000, 34 Cedar Lake 

Dr, Mcconnell, Thomas O, 
and Mcconnell, Sharon M, 
to Grise Jr, William E, and 
Grise, Michelle A.

$551,000, 47 Breakneck Rd, 
Mattioli Sr, Christopher, 
and Mattioli, Barbara A, to 
Mclean, Joshua, and Mclean, 
Amy.

$165,000, 74 Bentwood Dr 
#74, Sciullo, Anthony A, and 
Sciullo, Lisa C, to Sciullo, 
Annalisa, and Battles, 
Brandyn.

REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS

Selectmen drop 
No-Parking sign demand for Four Score

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The Charlton Board 
of Selectmen has loosened parking sign 
restrictions for Four Score Holdings 
as the company prepared to open its 
long-awaited recreational marijuana 
dispensary on Route 20 in the coming 
weeks.

Selectmen received a new update 
from Four Score Holdings representa-
tives Dan Glissman and Matt Wilkes 
on Aug. 9 where Wilkes started off the 
discussion by revealing that the dispen-
sary is making the final preparations to 
finally open its doors. 

“We need to order product, bring it 
into the building, finish up some odds 
and ends – We’re pretty much ready to 
go,” said Wilkes. 

The company received their final 
license from the Massachusetts 
Cannabis Control Commission in 
July and a final walkthrough of 
their 20,000-square-foot facility at 144 
Sturbridge Rd. will need to take place 
with the CCC once product has arrived 
and the store is ready for its grand 
opening. Wilkes said the store could 
open as soon as September if things go 
smoothly.

With the expected grand opening also 

comes the potential concern for park-
ing which was addressed during the 
permitting process with town officials 
requesting that Four Score Holdings 
erect no parking signs on neighboring 
Sampson Road to help control traffic. 
However, in July, Glissman appeared 
before selectmen asking selectmen 
to rescind that requirement as it was 
implemented when the opening of a 
marijuana establishment was deemed 
much more of an “event” during per-
mitting. Glissman possed that request 
again on Aug. 9.

“We don’t think necessarily that we’ll 
be getting that kind of traffic where peo-

ple will be encouraged to try and find 
parking across the street on Sampson 
Road,” said Glissman. “We also have a 
good number of parking spaces on site. 
The team feels confident that they can 
handle the demand with the amount of 
parking they have and the size of the 
store they’ve built.”

Selectmen agreed to remove the 
requirement after confirming that the 
business will have roughly 43 parking 
spots available at the time of opening. 
However, they reserved the right to 
re-implement the sign requirement if 
they deem the traffic to be more than 
expected.

QCC receives close to $500,000 
for nursing labs

“Every Town Deserves a 
Good Local Newspaper”
www.StonebridgePress.com

If It’s Important 
To You,

It’s Important 
To Us.
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Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tri-

bune

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Fully Insured ~ Installations 
Cleaning ~ Repairs 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call or Text 
508.353.2279

gotogutterguy.com

Gutter Installations

Gutters

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 8/31/22. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 AutoSummer

�is section reaches 47,000 households 
in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

 Call 508-764-4325
 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 

for more information

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

GUTTERS
• Cleanings 
• Repairs  
• Installations 
508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp
Licensed & Insured

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY & 

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls, 

New Roofs, Construction 
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done? 
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing
ACCURATE 

PEST 
CONTROL

Full Pest Control 
Services

Over 30 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering

APPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service

Generac Certified Technicians

ELECTRICIAN

We serve MA,CT & RI

Generac
Portable

Generator
Call us for a free home or 
business estimate today

24/7 emergency service
Our website address is 

coxgeneratorsri.com

We offer 
Automatic Standby Generators

and Portable Generators.

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER
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www.StonebridgePress.com

FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
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If you’ve been contributing to an IRA, 
you’ve chosen a great way to save and 
invest for retirement. All IRAs have 
potential tax benefits and a range of 
investment possibilities, but not all IRA 
providers offer the same features. So, if 
you decide that your current IRA pro-
vider is charging higher fees than you’d 
like, or perhaps doesn’t offer as many 
investment choices as you want, then 
you might choose to move your IRA 
assets to another provider. How should 
you go about making this switch?

Here are some options to consider:
Trustee-to-trustee transfer or direct 

rollover – You can ask the financial 
institution holding your IRA to move 
the money directly to another IRA. No 
taxes will be withheld from the amount 
transferred at the time of the transfer. 
This method is generally hassle-free, 
but some IRA sponsors will still only 
mail the check to your address of record, 
so you’d have to forward it to your new 
IRA.

Indirect rollover –
If you take an indirect 
rollover, also known as 
a 60-day rollover, the 
assets from your exist-
ing IRA will be liquidat-
ed and the custodian or 
plan sponsor will send 
you a check or deposit 
the funds directly into 
your bank or brokerage 
account. This payment 
may be subject to with-
holding for federal taxes, 
and possibly state taxes, 
unless you opt out of 

withholding. You have 60 calendar days 
from the time the funds were with-
drawn to deposit the money, including 
any amount withheld, into a new IRA. If 
you miss this 60-day deadline, the with-
drawal may be taxable at your personal 
income tax rate, and it could also be 
subject to an early withdrawal penalty 
if you’re younger than 59 and a half.

Given the immediate withholding 
and the possibility of further taxes if 
you don’t move the money into a new 
IRA before the 60 days are up, you’ve 
got much to consider before initiating 
an indirect rollover. Consequently, you 
should consult with a financial advisor 
and tax professional before you make 
this type of move. 

In addition to a rollover from an exist-
ing IRA, you may someday want to 
move the money from your 401(k) or 
similar employer-sponsored retirement 
plan to an IRA. This can occur when 
you retire or change jobs, although if 
you do take on another job, you might 
have the options of leaving your 401(k) 
with your former employer or rolling 
it over into your new employer’s plan. 
However, if you do want to move your 
401(k) funds into an IRA, you can make 
what’s known as a direct rollover, in 
which the administrator of your old 
retirement plan will send you a check 
made payable to the custodian of your 
IRA. No taxes will be withheld, but you 
need to get the funds transferred within 
60 days to avoid any potential tax issues.

You spend years contributing to your 
IRA and 401(k) — and for good reason. 
So, when it’s time to move that money, 
be careful and consider getting help 
from your financial and tax profession-
als. These funds can play a big role 
in your retirement income, so manage 
them wisely.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

What should 
you know 
about IRA 
rollovers?

Still
“Hopelessly
Devoted”

There was more sad news this past 
week, when we learned that Olivia 
Newton-John passed away at the age of 
73 from breast cancer.   Her husband, 
John Easterling, told reporters that 
she passed peacefully in her California 
ranch.

Newton-John, born in Cambridge, 
England, rose to fame after getting her 
start as a country singer, and appeared 
in many commercials.  When she was 
just five years old, her family moved to 
Australia.  A few years later, Newton-
John won her first talent contest.  At 
the age of 15, she formed an all girl 
band with her friend Pat Carroll, called 
Pat and Olivia. 

Her big break, however, was when 
she landed the role as Sandy in the 
movie “Grease” in 1978, starring along 
side John Travolta.  Newton-John was 
27, yet easily passed for a 17 year old 
high school student!

In prior interviews, Travolta noted 
that their chemistry was indisputable.  

Newton-John herself said, “When we 
walked inside the room together, it 
was magic, everyone saw it.”

Years later, Newton-John said of 
Travolta, “I had a great love and sup-
port from him and the feeling was 
mutual.  We were attracted to each 
other however we never would date 
because we were both involved with 
other people at the time and both of us 
have a loyalty streak that runs deep.” 

Other unforgettable roles include 
the cult classic “Xanadu,” a 1980 musi-
cal starring Newton-John, Gene Kelly 
and Michael Beck.  The title Xanadu is 
the name of the nightclub highlighted 
in the film.  One of our reporters, on 
hearing of Newton-John’s death said, 
“We must go buy roller skates, stat.”  
The disco themed film is now a cult 
classic.

Her father was a World War II veter-
an with British Military intelligence, 
and a professor of German literature.  
Her mother Irene’s father was a phys-
icist who won a Nobel Prize.  Newton-
John was the first in her family to be 
involved in theatre and entertainment.  

In 1981, her hit “Physical” became 
the number one single of the decade.  
She has sold over 100 million records. 

After three decades of battling can-
cer, Newton-John funded research for 
plant based medicine and created the 
Olivia Newton-John Foundation Fund. 

From her indelible film performanc-
es to the soothing vocals on her numer-
ous albums, we salute the spirit of this 
singular artist, and will always remain 
“Hopelessly Devoted” to her.

Old Home Day celebration promotes com-
munity pride every year!

To the Editor:
Charlton’s 126th Old Home Day will 

be celebrated Sept. 5 with great vendors 
and entertainment.

The importance of the “Old Home 
Day” is undisputed. The town fair 
tradition is woven into the fabric of 
nearly every American community. It 
presents opportunities for young people 
to foster life skills such as communi-
cation, leadership, goal setting, work 
ethic, responsibility, and sportsman-
ship. Community service and volunteer 
leadership are at the root of the success 
of the event. Generations of community 
leaders have been born out of the ide-
ologies instilled in our youth and their 
families through their involvement in 
alike, an institution that furnishes a 
legacy of volunteer service and youth 
development, renewing leadership to 
the local community and beyond. Many 
hands make light work is a living phi-
losophy that accomplishes tasks beyond 
imagination.

For what I gathered from participants 
and the leaders - the atmosphere of 
“Old Home Day” stimulates cultivation 
of a vibrant community. People from 
throughout the area are drawn together 
for a common cause: showcasing the 
achievements of their citizens and pro-
moting their youth. Individual talents 
are employed toward the success of the 

whole community. Families take time 
to learn together, sharing in life lessons 
and building new skills. Relationships 
are developed, broadening perspectives 
and intermingling experience. Long-
time friendships are rekindled over new 
memories.

I only hope our town’s people won’t 
dismiss the event as another entertain-
ment option; as certainly the event will 
have an economic impact, but more 
importantly the influence on catalyzing 
community development will have a 
longer lasting stimulus. We should do 
our very best in convincing town people 
to immerse themselves in the communi-
ty building and leadership development 
opportunities at the “Old Home Days” 
to discover the real impacts it has on 
our community. We are now living in 
the times – where tomorrow is not guar-
anteed – we should do the best we can 
with every day given.

Thank you very much to the Old 
Home Committee members, volunteers, 
donors, town administration, town gov-
ernment, fire, police, and town resi-
dents participating. 

Thank you for all your hard work and 
dedication.

BARBARA ZURAWSKI
CHARLTON

TO THE EDITOR

Photo Courtesy

Angel Foundation will be at the Westville 
Dam on Saturday, Aug. 20 for the Hot 
Diggity Dog Dash.  There will be free 
gifts, raffle prizes including an auto-
graphed framed Gronk photo, and lots 
of fun. All funds go to rescues to help 
their handicapped dogs.  We were at the 
Sturbridge Farmer’s Market on Sunday, 
July 31 spreading the word.  Dona, our 
handicapped dog that can’t walk on her 
back legs got to meet people and dogs 
and had a wonderful time.  She will be 
at the Hot Diggity Dog Dash to make 
more fans.

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

TREVOR
NIELSON

HOT
DIGGITY
DOGS!

 LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important enough to tell 

all our readers to turn to the Opinion pages 
and read your Letters to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Charlton Villager, 

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or e-mail your letters to the editor at 

news@stone bridgepress.news
You’ll need to provide your name and place 

of residence, along with a phone number, so 

we can verify the letter is yours. 
We don’t have a set limit, but if you keep 

it around 600 words or so, you’re going to 
have a better chance at seeing all your words 
in print.

If you want to write a bit longer about a 
particular issue, maybe a guest Your Turn 
column is your cup of tea. If you do that, try 
to keep it between 700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks and/or per-
sonal attacks are a no-no and could lead to 
your letter not being published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  Start writing!

Decisiveness
Over the last several 

weeks, I’ve discussed five 
traits you need to develop 
to accomplish your dream. 
Today, I will write about the 
sixth most crucial quality. 
None of these necessarily 
have to be in a particular 
order. Everybody’s dream 
is different, and so is how you will 
accomplish it. Desire, Faith, Specialized 
Knowledge, Imagination, and Organized 
Planning are a requirement in whatev-
er order. The sixth is decision. 

I have read that a lack of decision 
is one of the most significant factors 
that lead to failure in accomplishing 
dreams. The opposite of decision is pro-
crastination. I’ve written about procras-
tination before; we’ve all done it. It’s a 
dream killer. With so many distractions 
at our fingertips, putting off your dream 
day after day is easy until you lose 
all motivation and eventually convince 
yourself it wasn’t meant to be. Some 
say procrastination is the number one 
reason people fail to accomplish what 
they want. 

There is much written about suc-
cessful people. If you read about them, 
you’ll notice at least one similarity: 
once they’ve considered all the rele-
vant information, they make a decision 
quickly, and they’re slow to change 
their mind. On the other end of the 
spectrum, people who fail are often pro-
longed to make decisions and change 
their minds frequently.

When you do make a decision, you 

must act! Once you decide, 
you will discover those 
around you who try to 
convince you that it’s a 
bad idea, that you’re too 
late, or that it’s been done 
before. You may experi-
ence the judgment of fam-
ily or friends. You could 

open the newspaper and read an opin-
ion piece that makes you wonder if you 
should change your mind. 

There are over nine billion people 
in the world, which means there are 
unlimited opinions. If you open up to 
your driver on the way to the airport 
about what you’ve decided to do, they’ll 
probably tell you how you’re doing it 
wrong or how you shouldn’t do it at all.

When you begin to feel yourself per-
suaded by the opinions of others, con-
sider this: do they have the desire, faith, 
specialized knowledge, imagination, 
and organized planning that you have? 
If the answer is yes, then you should 
listen! If it isn’t, stay the course, and 
become hardened in your determina-
tion.

It’s good to be open-minded and hear 
the opinions of others but don’t act on 
them. Don’t be easily moved by some-
one who knows nothing of what you’re 
trying to accomplish. Stay the course, 
follow through, and be strong. If you’ve 
done the work and put in the time, why 
would you allow your dream to be top-
pled by those who don’t have the knowl-
edge or desire you have?

Has it been done before? Maybe 

you’ve decided to do it differently. 
Perhaps you’re going to do it better. 
Possibly you’ll be the one to change an 
entire industry and how it works. The 
six qualities I’m writing about are so 
powerful that the opinions of a trillion 
people couldn’t prevail against just one 
person who carries them out diligently. 

Take special care to keep quiet about 
what you’re doing. Don’t tell anyone 
except those on your team, people 
you’ve entrusted to help accomplish 
your dream, and those who have com-
plete sympathy and agree on what you 
plan to do. Those are the people whose 
opinions you might consider. Telling 
anyone else will only expose you to 
ridicule, sarcasm, eye-rolling, jealousy, 
envy, and naysaying, even from those 
you thought were on your side. 

Some might say that if you do this, 
you’re just putting yourself into an echo 
chamber of people who will echo back to 
you what you want to hear.

Suppose you have the desire, faith, 
specialized knowledge, and imagina-
tion and have worked to create an orga-
nized plan. In that case, it means you’ve 
already considered the opinions of oth-
ers and have decided to move forward 
anyway. You don’t need to hear their 
opinion anymore.

Once you’ve decided, keep your eyes 
fixed ahead of you, don’t look back; run 
the race to the end. Never give up; never 
give in because you have put yourself in 
a special class of people who have made 
the decision.

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING

When things like speed limits change, 
we’re the first to know. 

You could be the second
Your Community Paper.

 Told ya.

GUESS YOU 
DIDN’T 

READ
THE

PAPER.

25,000 Unique Visitors Every Week! www.stonebridgepress.news



STURBRIDGE — There are plenty of 
fun, free events planned at the Joshua 
Hyde Public Library for the month of 
September. As always, our events and 
links can be found on the library web-
site at www.sturbridgelibrary.org. For 
more information, updates, links, and 
events, you can also call the Library 
directly at 508-347-2512, and/or follow 
the Library on Facebook and Instagram 
at @sturbridgelibrary.

JHPL September Events:
Thursday, Sept. 8: ELF (Early 

Learning & Fun!) at 10:45 a.m. A brief 
book-in-hand program features stories, 
songs, and rhymes and is followed by 
playtime! For ages 9-18 months with 
caregiver. Pre-register, please. 

Tuesday, Sept. 13: DROP IN STORY 

TIME at 10:45 a.m.  Join us for stories, 
songs, craft & more! For children of all 
ages with caregiver. Drop-in. Sponsored 
by the Friends of JHPL.

Thursday, Sept. 15: LEGO Club at 6:30 
p.m. Suitable for ages five to 12 years 
with caregiver. Pre-register, please.

Friday, Sept. 16: DROP IN STORY 
TIME at 10:45 a.m. Stories, songs, craft. 
Children of all ages welcome; must be 
accompanied by an adult. Register in 
advance. Sponsored by the Friends of 
JHPL. Free.

Tuesday, Sept. 20: DROP IN STORY 
TIME at 10:45 a.m.  Join us for stories, 
songs, craft & more! For children of all 
ages with caregiver. Drop-in. Sponsored 
by the Friends of JHPL.

Friday, Sept. 23: DROP IN STORY 
TIME at 10:45 a.m. Stories, songs, craft. 
Children of all ages welcome; must be 
accompanied by an adult. Register in 
advance. Sponsored by the Friends of 
JHPL. Free.

Tuesday, Sept. 27: Baby Kneads Baby 
Massage at 10:45 a.m. Parents of infants 

(non-crawlers) will learn the bene-
fits and techniques of infant massage 
to soothe and relax their baby. Pre-
registration required. Free. Sponsored 
by the Friends of JHPL.

Friday, Sept. 30: Baby Kneads Baby 
Sign Language at 10:45 a.m. Parents and 
their two months to pre-verbal children 
will use toys, puppets, and props to 
learn basic sign language during this 
educational, engaging and interactive 
session. Pre-registration required. Free. 
Sponsored by the Friends of JHPL.
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ATTORNEY

Welcoming New Clients
Our focus is on Divorce, Custody, Child 

Support, and Modifications of prior orders.

Call today for an appointment
Consultations available via Zoom or in-person.

508-885-4405 | Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com
188 Main Street, Suite One | Spencer, MA 01562

L A W  O F F I C E  O F

M I C H E L L E  M .  M U R R AY

Professional Directory
To advertise on this page, call June at 

508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

jsima@stonebridgepress.news

ADVERTISING

Sunrise on the sea

Finally, we got a break in the heat 
this past weekend, and the fishing was 
great for seabass & bluefish. This writ-
er and Matt Fontain made a trip back 
to the Westport River this past Friday 
to try fishing for a few more seabass, 
and hopefully a few more bluefish, and 
possibly a striper. We left Uxbridge at 
4:15 a.m. and arrived at Westport at 5:15 
a.m., as there is very little traffic during 
the early morning hours. The tide was 
still coming in, and would continue to 
do so for a couple more hours , until it 
reached high tide. There was only one 
boat & trailer in the parking lot which 
seemed a bit odd. Because of the full 
moon, the tide was running a bit strong, 
which can produce some great fishing.

After launching the boat, we were 
on our way, with the sun slowly rising 
in the East. I took a quick photo of the 
sun rising with the Westport Bridge in 
the background! Although the picture 
is black and white, I snapped the photo 
anyway, and included the photo in this 
week’s column. Anyone that has seen 
sunrises and sunsets on the ocean, can 
relate as to how beautiful they can be. It 
is a slow ride from the ramp area to the 
opening of the breakwater because of 
all the boats that are moored along the 
way, with numerous signs, declaring a 

no wake area.  As we entered the mouth 
of the river. Matt throttled the motor 
into high speed, and we were at our 
fishing spot in short time, as the seas 
were quite calm.

We were doing some bottom fishing, 
so there was no reason to drop the 
anchor.

Using light rods and conventional 
reels loaded with 40-pound test braded 
line, I dropped my high low rig tipped 
with a small piece of squid to the bot-
tom! The high low rig consisting of two 
circle no # 3 hooks, make the rig ideal 
for catching seabass, and other bottom 
feeding species like huge scaup, fluke, 
and an occasional bluefish or striper.
That is why I love fishing on the ocean.
You never know what kind of fish is 
going to hit your bait. As soon as my 
bait hit the bottom, I had a strike. The 
fish was immediately hooked, and was 
reeled to the boat. It was Just a couple 
of short seabass. but catching doubles 
of undersize seabass on light rods, is a 
lot of fun and a great way to get a kid 
hooked on fishing.

The drift was a bit fast because of 
the high tides, but the fish were bit-
ing. Between Matt and I, we had to 
catch over 100 seabass, but most were 
just a bit undersize. We did manage to 
catch a few keeper seabass, with the 
largest 19 inches, along with a few fluke.

During our early morning fishing, we 
also had a school of bluefish breaking 
on the surface of the water. I quickly 
grabbed my fishing rod that already 
had a surface popper on the line. The 
first cast had a seven-pound bluefish 
hooked up, and the line was scream-
ing ,as it left the reels spool. Bluefish 

have a lot of fight, and made numer-
ous runs, before it was brought to the 
boat. I looked around to see what Matt 
was doing, as he is always ready with 
the net. He was standing there with his 
arms folded.

“Hey.”
“Are you going to net my fish?”
“No.”
“You put it in the paper last week 

that you did not like my netting capa-
bilities.”

It took a minute or two to convince 
him that I was only joking. He slowly 
picked up the net, and did a Great Job!

Matt quickly grabbed his fishing rod 
and rigged it with a surface popper 
also! A huge bluefish came bursting out 
of the water on his first cast, and was 
immediately hooked up. Matt had a big 
smile on his face, as he battled the fish 
for approximately 10 minutes. Yes, I 
netted his fish.                                .

The days catch of seabass, fluke, 
bluefish, three hammerhead sharks, 
scaup & sea Robbins, quickly tired out 
this elderly angler , and Matt was also 
ready to go. The fish that we retained 
were all placed on a bed of ice in the 
LiveWell immediately after catching 
them.  Bluefish need to be placed on ice 
as soon as they are caught, as all our 
fish are. We had gone a longer distance 
on the water to find the fish , but it was 
all wort the effort.

As we approached the boat ramp, we 
noticed a Harbor Police boat tied up to 
the dock. There was a couple of anglers 
waiting to launch their boats so we had 
to wait 15 minutes or so! When our turn 
came, Matt quickly powered the boat to 
the dock, and exited the boat. He sprint-

ed up the ramp to his parked vehicle.
One of the Harbor Patrol police were 

ticketing numerous vehicles, and Matt’s 
vehicle was about ready to have a $25 
ticket placed on his vehicle, but Matt 
convinced him to allow us to pay the $5 
fee in the box at the ramp entrance. The 
way this guy was writing tickets; it was 
evident that very few if any had paid the 
$5 fee. It is unfortunate that the ramp 
was paid with sportsmen’s monies, and 
we still need to pay again!

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Photo Ralph True

This week’s picture shows the recent sunrise 
at the Westport River!

An Array of Timely Harvest Tips

It’s picking season and fresh 
garden produce takes a front 
row seat at the dinner table.
From harvesting herbs to pick-
ing the perfect corn, read on 
for some tips to enhance your 
harvest haul!

**
If you’re harvesting herbs 

from the garden this season, 
take note of these quick and 
easy tips!:

* When chopping fresh herbs 
such as basil and tarragon, 
sprinkle the leaves with a few 
drops of olive oil. This effec-
tively slows the darkening of 
the chopped leaves.

*Here’s an easy foolproof way 
to store fresh basil, cilantro, 
parsley, tarragon, and other 
delicate herbs that preserves 
their fresh from the garden 
taste: Stand herbs in a tall glass 
or mason jar.  Fill halfway with 

water and add a pinch of sugar.
Then place a plastic bag loosely 
over the top of it all and place 
in the refrigerator.  Now your 
herbs will keep their fresh 
taste for a week!   

*To enhance the flavor of 
dried herbs, simply chop up 
some fresh parsley with them!

**
Hot Peppers are a seasonal 

garden favorite!  Here are some 
hot pepper hot tips that take 
your tasty peppers from the 
garden to the table!:

*After picking hot peppers, 
you can dry them by stringing 
through the stem with sewing 
needle thread or fishing line.
Then hang in a sunny window. 
Thin skinned varieties dry the 
best.

*To Freeze peppers, wash, 
dry, cut off the stem and leave 
the seeds in. Freeze in contain-
ers or plastic bags. They’ll taste 
“fresh” any time you eat them.

*Here’s how to make your 
own gourmet crushed peppers: 
Broil dried hot peppers until 
they start to darken. Let cool 
and crush in blender.

**
Sweet ears of corn on the 

cob are an anticipated summer 
treat worth waiting all year 

for. Read on for tips to pick and 
cook corn this season:

*Did you know the sugar con-
tent of garden corn is highest 
late in the day? In fact it’s per-
fect to pick the ears just in time 
for supper.

*Want that newly picked 
ear of sweet corn to stay fresh 
longer? The key is keeping 
the corn cool using this tip. 
Pick ears either early in the 
morning, or late in the day and 
immediately husk and place 
the ears in an ice bath, until 
the ears are cooled to about 37 
degrees. Then place the corn 
on the cob in ziplock plastic 
bags in the refrigerator. They 
should stay fresh and sweet for 
up to two weeks.

*Evaluating ears of corn can 
be a challenge at farm stands 
or grocery stores as ripping 
down the husk to inspect corn 
is a definite no-no in the mar-
ketplace. To ensure a quality 
ear, look for bright green husks 
that are slightly moist.  The 
silk should be slightly sticky 
and a pale golden color. If you 
press gently against the husk 
you should be able to feel the 
kernels.

* Also look for corn with lots 
of silk, as that means there are 

lots of kernels inside!
*And be sure to check out 

the bottom of the ear, where 
it was cut off the stalk.  If it 
is brown, the ear was like-
ly not picked that day.
*Did you know corn on the cob 
will lose up to 25% of its sugar 
content after just six hours 
of storage at room tempera-
ture? That is because from the 
moment it is picked, the sugar 
in the corn begins to convert 
to starch. To keep corn at opti-
mum taste, keep corn chilled at 
about 36 degrees.

*The golden rule of corn on 
the cob is it should be eaten the 
same day it is picked.  If that’s 
not possible, keep it refrigerat-
ed and use within three days to 
ensure good taste.

*Never husk corn until you 
just ready to cook it. While 
stripping the husks off in the 
supermarket may be a tempting 
convenience (especially since 
some keep a barrel there for 
that purpose), you’ll lose out on 
flavor. Keep corn in the refrig-
erator with the husks intact 
until you can cook it. This 
helps to slow down the sugar to 
starch conversion, thus main-
taining its sweetness longer.
**

Win Dinner for Two at the 
Publick House

Your tips can win you a great 
three course dinner for two at 
the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be 
entered into a random draw-
ing. One winner per month will 
win a fabulous three course 
dinner for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common 
in historic Sturbridge. Because 
I’m in the business of dispens-
ing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for 
some), I’m counting on you 
readers out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint 
or handy tip that has worked 
for you? Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household or 
garden matters? If so, why 
not share them with readers 
of Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers? Send questions and/or 
hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening News, 
PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered into a 
drawing for dinner for two at 
the historic Publick House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

Joshua Hyde Library 
announces September events schedule

All we know 
is local

StonebridgePress.
com
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Don’t settle for poor-quality 
vinyl windows. 

Not only can they look shiny and 
low-end, some poor-quality vinyl 
windows can warp, leak and 
become drafty after just a few 
years. Our windows are made of 
our exclusive Fibrex® material, 
which is twice as strong as vinyl. 

Unlike some other 
companies, we warrant our 
windows and installation.2

Renewal by Andersen is the 
full-service replacement 
window division 
of Andersen 
Corporation, and 
because they’ve 
been around 
for 119 years, 
you know we’ll 
be around to stand 
behind our window, 
our service and 
our installation.2

full-service replacement 
window division 

Corporation, and 
because they’ve 

be around to stand 
behind our window, 
our service and 

2

Tax-Free Sales 
Event on windows!

`

AND

WITH

2

33

11

1-800-209-2746
Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

Save
on every 
window!

Save
on every 

door!

SAVE $350

SAVE $750
on every window1

on every patio and entry door1

FOR 1 YEAR1

$0 0 0%
Down Monthly 

Payments
Interest

6.25% OFF
your entire project1

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/17/2022. You must set your appointment by 9/3/2022 and purchase by 9/17/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $350 off each window and $750 off 
each entry/patio door and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 8/1/2022 and 9/17/2022. Get 6.25% off your entire 
purchase, taken after initial discount(s), no minimum purchase required, when you purchase windows or entry/patio doors between 8/1/2022 and 9/17/2022. Military discount applies to all active duty, 
veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is 
billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided 
by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a 
single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. 
Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all 
other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 2See limited warranty for details.

• From last year we know that these appointments fill up quickly, so call today
• You must call by September 3rd

Through September 3rd only, save $350 on every window and save $750 on every
patio and entry door, and get 6.25% off your entire project with $0 down, 0 monthly 
payments and 0% interest for one year!1

Must call by September 3rd, 2022

Minimum purchase of four.

No minimum purchase required.

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase 
date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months. 
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Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com 

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides 
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

570 MAIN STREET • RT. 20 • FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 • FAX: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

We’re here to service all of your 
heat transfer and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 8/15/22 was $4.24 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.70
50-75 ......... $3.40
75-150 ....... $3.05
150-300 ...... $2.75

300-500 ......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

Serving area towns since 1980 

58 A.F. Putnam Road
Charlton, MA 01507

p: 508-248-4204  f: 505-248-1199
Conveniently located near scenic Buffumville Lake

~ Online Quotes ~ 

www.bairinsurance.com
edwardbair@bairinsurance.com

       BAIR 
INSURANCE AGENCY

Are you paying too much for your
auto insurance 

because you don’t have a
renter’s policy? 

Call or email today

You’ll have peace of mind knowing our 
Insurance Professionals have your back!

We o�er policies for
RENTERS

AUTO
HOME

BUSINESS
LIFE

DISABILITY
MOTORCYCLE 

BOAT

Hair Studio 
& Day Spa

413.436.7220
2370 Main St., West Warren, MA 01092 

Hours: Tues-Thurs 9-7; Fri 10-6; Sat 9-4

MASSAGE SPECIAL
$1.00 a Minute!

o�er exp. 8/30

Meet Our Staff!   

John – Master Colorist who 
specializes in Men’s haircuts 
and foils.

Tina – Massage Therapist with 
20 years of experience

Kathy Allard Fountain – Master 
Colorist and Owner, who specializes 
in up do’s, highlights, low lights, 
keratin hair straightening.

Worship Service: 

Sundays at 10 am 

The Charlton Grange 

10 Main Street 

Charlton, MA 

Come. Hear. Do. 

www.livingwordcharlton.com

LIVING WORD
church of charlton

SPECIALIZING IN

ornamental ironwork, 
custom residential/

commercial railings, welding, 
and metal fabrication. 

Portable welding and repairs.

Located in 
New Braintree, MA
774-289-5527

Contact Your Sales 
Representative Today.

508-764-4325

Design a bird-friendly landscape

Temperature extremes, drought and 
storms take a toll on our landscapes. 
Sometimes a bit of pruning, proper care 
and patience is all that is needed to 
help plants recover. Other times, plants 
need replacing. It is always sad to lose a 
favorite plant. The memories, time and 
money invested are lost, but it presents 
an opportunity to grow something new.

Consider creating a bird-friendly 
landscape when selecting replacements 
for failing and dead plants. Working 
with nature is a great way to support 
birds without the use of feeders.

Look for seed, berry and nectar pro-
ducing plants that attract songbirds. 
You will enjoy the color and motion 
these birds add to your landscape. 
Plus, 96 percent of terrestrial North 
American birds feed upon insects, help-
ing you manage garden pests.

Plant bird-friendly flowers, shrubs, 
and trees in clusters whenever possible. 
This creates an impressive display in 
the landscape and allows birds to gath-
er food more efficiently and waste less 
energy traveling between plants.

Select a variety of plants to ensure 
both seasonal and year-round birds 
have plenty of food.  Include a mixture 
of plants that provide seeds, berries, or 
nectar from spring through fall. These 
plants are nature’s birdfeeders, elimi-
nating the need to clean and fill tradi-
tional feeders.

Include native trees, shrubs, and 
flowers whenever they are suited to 
the growing conditions in your yard. 
Native plants, birds and insects have 
co-evolved over time, making them a 
great source of food and shelter for 
native birds. Audubon’s Native Plant 
Database provides lists of plants suited 
to your location.   

Consider plants with year-round 
appeal. Evergreens provide screening 
and a backdrop for other plants and 

shelter for the birds. Junipers come in a 
variety of sizes and shapes and tolerate 
hot dry conditions once established.
Choose hemlocks for those shadier loca-
tions. They require moist well-drained 
soil and shelter from winter wind and 
sun.

Deciduous trees and shrubs – those 
that lose their leaves in winter – can 
provide multiple seasons of beauty with 
flowers, fruit, fall color and interesting 
bark.  Many of these also provide shelter 
and food for songbirds. Serviceberries 
have multiple seasons of beauty and 
produce edible fruit you and the birds 
will enjoy in June. Dogwoods, including 
red twig and pagoda, have flowers for 
pollinators and late summer fruit for 
the songbirds. Winterberry is an excel-
lent source of winter food. You will need 
at least one male for every one to five 
female plants for pollination and fruit 
to form. Grow these in full sun to light 
shade and moist acidic soil.

Reduce the risk of injury and the 
inconvenience of accidentally knocking 
out power, cable or other utilities while 
making bird-friendly additions to the 
landscape. Contact Diggers Hotline at 

least three business days before you 
get started planting.  Just call 811 or 
file a request online at https://call811.
com/811-In-Your-State. They will con-
tact all the appropriate companies who 
will mark the location of their under-
ground utilities in the designated work 
area. August 11 has been declared 811 
Day to remind everyone to call 811 prior 
to any digging project.

Your efforts now to welcome birds 
into your landscape are sure to provide 
much beauty and enjoyment for years 
to come.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including the 
recently released Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD instant video series and the nation-
ally syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine and her 
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Photo Melinda Myers

Evergreens, like this yew, provide year-round appeal and shelter for birds.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

          

Customers 
can’t find 
you if they 

can’t
 see you

Get seen 
every week 

by thousands 
of people!

Call us today  
to reserve 
your  spot

508.764.4325
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Specializing In:
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial 
back to its original beauty. 

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Your Ad Here
Call Today!

CATEGORY OF YOUR CHOICE 

To advertise in 

The Local 

Service Provider Directory 

Contact June 
at 508-909-4062

Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062  Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Summer
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
pepinwasteservice@verizon.net

Fully Insured

HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre

 Proprietor 

No Job or Problem 
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com

Fully Insured

"Quality counts 
when no one 
is looking."

Asphalt paving 
for over 50 years!

DrivewaysParking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181
All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $275/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

LOCAL
SERVICE
PROVIDERS

OBITUARIES
Charlton – Eva A. (Bachand) Parzych, 

72, passed away peacefully at home on 
Sunday, Aug. 14th, after an illness.

She leaves her 
beloved husband of 
50 years, Stanley C. 
Parzych; a son, Erik D. 
Parzych and his wife 
Stacey of Sturbridge; 
her daughter, Kristin 
M. Hildabrand and 
her husband Adam 
of North Adams; 

three brothers, James Bachand of 
Northbridge, David Bachand of 
Charlton and Brian Bachand of 
Charlton; her sister, Rebecca Bachand 
of Charlton; four grandchildren, 
Brendan, Gisella, Liam and Gretta; as 
well as many nieces and nephews.

Eva was born in Southbridge the 
daughter of Clarence A. and Agnes T. 
(Prunier) Bachand.

She worked for Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute in Worcester for 
25 years as a campus police dispatcher 
prior to retiring.  Eva also did account-
ing for several years for the Tri Valley 
Elders.

She enjoyed camping, motorcycle 
rides, Barber Shop music, working in 
her gardens, crafts and baking.  Eva 
was an amazing cook and loved cook-
ing for people.

A funeral service for Eva will be held 
on Thursday, Aug. 18th at 11:00 am in 
the Daniel T Morrill Funeral Home, 130 
Hamilton Street, Southbridge.  Burial 
will follow in West Ridge Cemetery, 
Charlton.  A calling hour in the funeral 
home will be held on Thursday, Aug. 
18th from 10:00 am – 11:00 am prior to 
the service.

In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made to the Charlton Senior Center, 37 
Main St, Charlton, MA 01507

Eva A. Parzych, 72Lorraine “Judi” (St. Pierre) Forcier, 78
Fiskdale: Lorraine “Judi” (St. Pierre) 

Forcier, 78, passed away on Sunday, 
Aug. 7th in her home after a lengthy 
battle with lung cancer.

She leaves her 
daughter, Dionne 
Waterman and 
her husband Bill 
of Brimfield; her 
grandchild, Bailey 
Maciorowski and 
her husband Luke of 
Holland; her four sis-
ters, Arlene Smith of 

Stafford Springs, CT, Dot Warren of 
Wales, Georgette Corriveau and hus-
band Arthur of Brookfield and Blanche 
Benoit and her husband Norman of 
Florida; her brother, Joseph St. Pierre 
of Florida; and several nieces and neph-
ews.  She was predeceased by her son, 
Darren Forcier, in 2003 and by her 
lifelong companion and former hus-
band, Donald Forcier, in 2021.  She 
was also predeceased by two brothers, 
Rene St. Pierre and Normand St. Pierre 
and two sisters, Anita Cadieux and 
Gloria Desmarais.  Judi was born in 

Southbridge the daughter of the late 
Alphonse and Annette (Fournier) St. 
Pierre.  

Judi retired from the Town of 
Leicester serving as Town Accountant, 
enjoying over 20 years there.  Judi 
was an avid crafter with scrapbooking 
and cardmaking topping the list.  She 
enjoyed her family most of all, getting 
together with her sisters and the many 
generations of nieces and nephews.

Judi battled lung cancer courageous-
ly since being diagnosed in 2005.  Never 
giving up despite the recurrence in 
2018.  She was the ultimate warrior, 
tiny, feisty and stubborn.  

Calling hours for Judi will be held 
on Thursday, Aug. 25th, from 6:00 to 
8:00pm in the Daniel T. 

Morrill Funeral Home, 130 Hamilton 
St., Southbridge.  A graveside service 
will be held on Friday, Aug. 26th, at 
12:00pm in the Holland Cemetery, 
Brimfield Rd., Holland.  

In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made to the American Cancer Society, 
P.O. Box 1120, Framingham, MA 01701.  

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Southbridge Rotary honors 
RYLA recipients

SOUTHBRIDGE — The 
Southbridge Rotary Club had 
the pleasure of hosting the 2022 
Rotary Youth Leadership Award 
(RYLA) recipients at the July 20 
lunch meeting at the Southbridge 
Hotel and Conference Center.  

Each year, the Club selects stu-
dents from Southbridge Middle/
High School and Bay Path 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School who are in the 10th 
grade to receive this opportuni-
ty. RYLA is a youth leadership 
conference held in June.  The 
Southbridge Rotary awarded 
six students as part of 175 stu-
dents from 50 clubs in Rotary 
District 7910 who attended a 

two day event. Geared primar-
ily on leadership training, the 
sophomore students learned 
conflict management, problem 
solving, important commu-
nication skills with breakout 
sessions, presentations and a 
community service project.  
The students who were able 
to attend the luncheon shared 
their experiences on everything 
they learned, the challenges of 
the programs and the friends 
they made. The 2022 attendees 
from Southbridge Middle/High 
School were Amayah Delgado, 
Leysha Torres-Torres and from 
Bay Path Regional Vocational 
Technical High School were 

Sophia Balestracci, Kirsten 
Congdon, Jenna Gajewski, and 
Gabrielle Zopatti.

The Southbridge Rotary Club 
is committed to supporting the 
needs in the local communi-
ty. If you would like to learn 
more and attend a Rotary Club 
of Southbridge meeting, they 
are held the first and third 
Wednesday of the month at noon 
at the Southbridge Hotel and 
Conference Center. For more 
information about the club or 
membership, e-mail the club 
at SouthbridgeRotary@gmail.
com or visit the Facebook page 
@SouthbridgeRotaryClub.

Photo Courtesy

Club President Mary 
O’Coin with RYLAns 
Kirsten Congdon, 
Leysha Torres-
Torres and Sophia 
Balestracci.

TOUCH DOWN!
CHECK OUT THE SPORTS ACTION!

25,000 Unique Visitors Every Week!
www.stonebridgepress.news
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

NORTHBRIDGE: Custom contemporary on 
1.9 acres, 4 full baths, 22’ cathedral ceiling liv-
ing/dining room, 4 bedrooms, Completely �n-
ished lower level
219 Pollard Rd ~ $694,500

DUDLEY: Ranch, 
Abutts conservation 
land, 3 bedrooms, 2 car 
garage

11 Fabyan Rd ~ 
$359,900

DUDLEY: 18 acres, 
Workshop, Apartment 
potential, 6 room house

126 Old Southbridge 
Rd ~ $439,900

DUDLEY: 2 units. 2, 
levels, 2 baths, 3 bed-
rooms in owners unit, 
1st �oor has 3 bed-
rooms, 2 car garage
38 Oxford Ave ~ 
$449,900

CHARLTON: 5 Acre 
Lot, Area of Custom 
Built Homes

12 Elliot Drive ~ 
$124,900

THOMPSON CT: Multi-levels, Detached 
5/6 car garage, In-ground pool, Spa room, 1.8 
acres, �replaces, Easy commute to Hartford, 
Providence, & Boston
370 Pompeo Rd., ~ $474,900

REDUCED

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

SHREWSBURY – 34 Monroe St! 8 Rm, 4 Bdrm Colonial is Situated in a Sought After 
Neighborhood! Tree Lined Street w/Sidewalks, Close to Schools, Town Center & 
Highway! The Foyer Welcomes You into the Formal Din Rm w/Gleaming Hrdwds! Bright 
Liv Rm w/Vaulted Ceilings & View of its Park Like Grounds! Large Eat-in Kit w/Pantry & 
Gas Appliances, Perfect Gathering Place! Laundry Rm & 1/2 Bath Nearby! 1st Flr Frplac 
Fam Rm w/Sliders out to Deck! 2nd Flr w/4 Comfortable Bdrms w/Full Shared Bath plus 
the Master Bath! Full Lower Level w/Game Rm Awaits Your Finishing Touch! Workshop & 
Plenty of Storage! 2 Car Garage w/Plenty of Room for Storage & Work! Outdoor Living on 
the Deck Overlooking Yard! Shed! This Home is Ready to call it Yours! $699,900.00 

WEBSTER – 3 Birchwood Dr! Great Commuter Location! Convenient to All Major 
Routes! 7 Rm, 3 Bdrm, Ranch Ready for Your Taste & Upgrades! 2 Front Entries, 
Enter through the Huge Attached Fam Rm w/Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling Fan, Wall 
A/C & Dble Closet or through the Fireplaced Liv Rm w/Hrdwd Floor! Galley Kit w/
Raised Panel Wood Cabinets! Dining Area w/Hrdwd Floor & Slider out to the Deck! 
3 Bdrms w/Hrdwd Floors & Ample Closet Space! Full Bathrm w/Linen Closet! The 
Lower Level once Finished, Ready to Finish Again! Many Possibilities! 1 Car Garage 
w/Opener! The Home is Accessed by 2 Driveways, 1 to the Left of the House & 1 
to the Right, Plenty of Parking! Built w/Electric Heat but has been converted to Oil, 
Hot Water Baseboard! Town Water! Passed Title V! Don’t Delay...$299,900.00

DUDLEY - 16 Joseph St! Spacious UPDATED 8 Rm Center Hall Garrison 
Colonial! Nicely Landscaped 25,561’ Lot Set on a Cul-De-Sac “Dead End”! Ideal 
Residential Neighborhood! Dble Glass Door Tiled Center Hall Entry Foyer 
w/Guest Closet! SS Applianced Cherry Cabinet Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Corian 
Counters, Tile Flrs! Din Rm w/Hrdwds, Crown Moldings & Bay Window! Frplcd 
Liv Rm w/Pellet Stove, Custom Shelving, Hrdwds & Bay Window! Fam Rm 
w/Hrdwds, Custom Cabinetry, Ceiling Fan, French Doors & Slider to Deck 
Overlooking Private Backyard! 1/2 Bath w/Laundry Closet! Hall w/Dble Closet 
to the 2 Car Garage! 2nd Flr w/4 Spacious Bdrms w/Hrdwd & Vinyl Plank 
Flooring! MASTER w/2 Walk-in Closets, Ceiling Fan & Custom Tile MASTER BATH! 
Hall Bath w/Custom Tile Tub/Shower Surround w/Linen Closet! Don’t Delay! 

$449,900.00

CHARLTON – 42 Harrington Rd! Beautiful 6 Rm Colonial w/3 Bedrms, 3.5 Baths 
Colonial set on .95 Acre Lot! 1st Floor w/9’ Ceilings! Living Rm w/Bump-out, 
W/W Carpeting & Crown Moldings! Tile Foyer! Dining Rm w/Frplace (never 
used), W/W Carpet, Crown Molding & Wainscoting! Open Kitchen & Dining 
Area out to Wood Deck! Kit w/SS Appliances, Granite Island! 1/2 Bath off Kit 
w/Laundry! 2nd Floor w/3 Comfortable Bedrms! Master w/Vaulted Ceilings, 
Ceiling Fan, Walk in Closet, Master Bath w/Jetted Tub & Separate Shower, 
Skylight, & Double Vanity! 2nd Floor Hall Bath w/Skylight! Full Basement 
has Walk-out to Second Deck, Third Full Bath, Utility Rm! 2 Car Garage! 
Horseshoe Driveway w/Plenty of Parking! Deep Wooded Lot! $419,000.00

SUTTON – 11 Apple Ridge Road! Fantastic 9 Rm 3,046’ Contemporary set on a Nicely Landscaped 30,596’ Lot with 
Circular Drive Awaits Your Arrival! White Marble Entry Foyer with Soaring Skylight Ceiling! Through the French Doors to 
the Custom Center Island, Black Granite, Fully Applianced Kitchen with Recessed Lighting! Open Floor Plan! Gorgeous 
Formal Dining Room with Tons of Natural Light! Spacious Living Room with Sliders Front & Rear, Skylight & Ceiling 
Fan! Adjacent Fireplaced Sitting Area with Cathedral Ceiling, Skylight & Ceiling Fan! French Door Office leads to the 
Future 1st Floor Master presently the Gym with Cathedral, Skylights, Ceiling Fan, Sliders and Bathroom Access! The 
2nd Floor Features 2 Bedrooms & 2 Baths! Spectacular Master Suite! Cathedral, Skylight, Ceiling Fan, 2 Double Closets, 
Double Vanity, Separate Shower, Whirlpool Tub & Marble Floor! Comfortable 2nd Bedroom with Full Bath in the Hall! C/
Air! Huge Deck Overlooking Private Yard! 3 Car Garage Under & 46’ Detached Garage! Town Services! $774,900.00

DUDLEY – 5 Elizabeth St! 6+ Rm Ranch! 
Featuring Frplce Liv Rm w/Recessed Lighting 
& Guest Closet! Eat-in Kit w/Tile Flr! 3 Bdrms 
w/Hrdwd Flrs, 2 w/Ceiling Fans & Dble Closets! 
Hall Bath w/Tile Floor! Finished Lower Level! 
20x25’ Frplcd Fam Rm w/Recessed Lighting 
& 2nd Bthrm w/Shower! Possible Kitchenette 
or Office! Laundry & Utility Rms! Wired for a 
Generator! Economical Gas Heat & Hot Water! 
3 Season Porch! Garage! $364,900.00 

OXFORD – 3 Hemlock St! 7 Rm Ranch Waiting For You! 
Applianced Kitchen w/Dining Area! Living Rm w/Just Refinished 
Hardwood Floor! 3 Bdrms w/Wood Laminate Flooring & Ceiling 
Fans! Year Round Sun Rm w/LP Gas Stove! Full Bath! Finished 
Lower Level Featuring Family Rm w/Dry Bar, Possible Office & 
Second Bathroom! Fenced Back Yard w/15X30 Inground LP Gas 
Heated Pool w/Pictured Patio Furniture & 2 Sheds! Second Party 
Full Solar Array to Help Offset Electric Bills! $359,900.00

WEBSTER – 127 Douglas Road! 8 Room Split! 3 Bdrms! 2 Baths! Set on 1.31 Acres! 
2 Car Garage Under plus 2 Car Detached Garage w/Loft! Perfect for the Hobbyist 
or Car Collector! This Home Features Open Concept Living! Frplcd Living Room w/
Cathedral Ceiling & Recent Skylights! Remodeled Eat-in Kitchen w/Granite Counters, 
Breakfast Bar & Slider to the Deck! Oversized Full Bath w/Jacuzzi & Large Walk-in 
Shower! Hrdwd Flrs throughout the Kit, Liv Rm & Hallway! 3 Bdrms w/Wall to Wall! 
Finished Lower Level w/Tiled Mudroom! New Luxury Vinyl Flooring throughout Lower 
Level Fam Rm, Exercise Rm & Bath! Above-ground Pool! Custom Fire Pit! Perfect for 
Entertaining! Recent Well Pump! 2013 Electrical Service! 2011 Septic! The Updates 
are Done! Great Commuting Location! Only Minutes to 395 or 146! $434,900.00

SOLD

SOLDSOLD

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW LISTING

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

WEBSTER LAKE - BLACK POINT RD

WEBSTER LAKE - 13 BATES POINT ROAD  

1st Time Offered! Impeccable Home! 
6 Room, 3 bedroom 2-1/2 Baths. 
Master bedroom, Master Bath. Many 
recent updates! Oversize 2 car garage! 
Level Lot to the Shoreline. Nicely Land-
scaped! 

New Price $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - 0 PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific oppor-
tunity 14,798 Sq. Ft. of 
LAND. CONSERVATION 
APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 
313-1167. 248+/- Road 
Frontage, 279+/- Water 
Frontage. Town Water 
& Sewer accessible. 

$250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 124 
SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans are 
Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage. EX-
PLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.

OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF.

$419,000.

PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.

$125,000

OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charl-
ton. ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER LAKE LOT- 22 SOUTH POINT RD

Very Rare, Lot offering! 
Enjoy, Fun in the Sun! 
Swimming, snorkeling, 
kayak, ice fishing! Water 
& Sewer Laterals con-
nections are on the lot! 
Betterments Paid! 5,029 
S.F. +/- of land. You may 
even want to Build! Archi-
tectural Plans Included.

$315,000.

WEBSTER - 6 GREYSTONE AVE

New Listing: Complete Remodeling taking 
place. Beautiful Ranch! A Must See! 5 rooms, 
2+ bedrooms, 1-1/2 Baths, Garage, Level Lot. 

$329,900.

Featured New Listing!

WOODSTOCK • 540 NORWICH WORCESTER TURNPIKE RTE 169

Can’t miss this one! Elegant authentic co-
lonial on Historic Woodstock Hill! Loads 
to offer. “English” Antique Barn, custom 
built Greenhouse, Separate office space in 
the original Woodstock Post Office! 2 Liv-
ing rooms, dining room, newly renovated 
Kitchen. 4 bedrooms. Offers SOO Much 
More!  $689,500.

Eastern Exposure & Amazing Sunrises! Beautiful 
shoreline, on highly sought after South Pond. 3 
bedroom Cape features eat in kitchen w/island, 
fireplace living & dining room. 2nd floor, 2 
bedrooms with 1/2 bath! Lower Level walkout, 
fireplace Family Room!! Half bath. A home for all 
seasons. New Shore Master Docks & Ramp.

NEW PRICE $799,900

WEBSTER LAKE - 13 LOVELAND ROAD

POMFRET - 14 GARY SCHOOL ROAD WEBSTER - 77 LOWER GORE ROAD

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle & South 
Ponds! Unique opportunity to Own Water-
front Property with an 80’ +/- ft sandy beach!  
Fireworks from the comfort of your deck or 
lawn! .22 Acre & 100’ rd frontage - allows for 
expansion possibilities! 2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, 
Garage, open floor plan. 3 Season Porch for 
added enjoyment!  Walk-out L/Level is heated 
with Full Bath! New Price $859,999.

WEBSTER LAKE - 27 SOUTH POINT ROAD

WATERFRONT LOT! New to the Market! Hard to find 6500 +/-sf  corner Lot. 
Beautiful view & setting. Sandy Beach!  Few tall pine trees for shade. Town Water 
& Sewer Available! Will custom build if preferred! . $333,000.

Comfy & Cozy 2 bedroom Ranch, 1 Bath,  1+/- 
acres!  Updates, roof shingles, windows, Mini 
Split Heat/Air Conditioning, Garage!  $239,900

Exceptional CAPE W/Farmers Porch! Private setting on 
5 acres. Heated pool. 3 Bed/2 Bath, updated kitchen, 
Two car garage!  assisted sale $515,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

REAL ESTATE

Do Your Home Work!
Looking to sell your home, 
let us do the work for you.

Your ad will be seen in over
50,000 households throughout 

SouthernWorcester County.
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Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 37 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street, Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

GRI, ABR, SRS, SRES, RENE, C2EX, MRP, PSA, E-PRO

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Selling or Buying a home in the area?  The market is still very strong even during these changing times but 

it’s more important than ever to be prepared and have a plan.  Let’s talk about the best plan for you!

Jennifer J McKinstry, Realtor
774-230-0929
RE/MAX 
Professional Associates
19 Sta�ord St
Charlton, MA 01507
jenniferjmckinstryre@gmail.com
Jennifermckinstryhomes.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION
$669,900

SOLD
REPRESENTED

1ST TIME BUYER
$809,200

SOLD
UNDER CONTRUCTION 

$809,200

NEW CONSTRUCTION
$649,900

S

O

L

D

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
43 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2022

South Worcester County
$170,261,130.00 SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

DUDLEY – NEW TO THE MARKET!

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL JO-ANN FOR VIEWINGS! Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Completely �nished lower level,
3 Units, Sided, Hardwood �oors, 
1st. �oor vacant and available for 

new owner, O� street parking

6 Brandon Rd ~ $515,000

FREE
 OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise

 in this section

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033
www.charliesdiner.com

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

HADDOCK PARM

Fri, 8/19 & Sat, 8/20 
(a�er 5pm) 

CATFISH

Summer Roll Back

LOBSTER 
ROLLS

through Labor Day! 
Yum!

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $17.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Functions 10-250 guests. 
Please call to reserve.

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 9/30/22

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 

Outdoor Dining is back weather permitting! Please call ahead.

GREAT FOOD!
WHERE?

SALEM CROSS INN!

Thursday, Friday, & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Summer Dining & Gift Guide
Too Hot to Cook! 
Eat-In or Take Out

Visit these fine establishments for great gifts, food and beverages!
Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

GOT A HOUSE FOR SALE?
This is the place to sell it! Your ad will be mailed to 

50,000+ households throughout Southern Worcester County.

To advertise on our real estate section, 
please call your local sales representative at 

1-800-367-9898

www.StonebridgePress.com
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

Trusted Since 1973

AUTO-TECH NEEDED
Webster/Whitinsville

508-234-6767 or
Service@harbroauto.com

APPLY 
NOW!

ANNUAL CHURCH 
YARD SALE

Sat 8/27 9-7 • Sun 8/28 9-?
Rectory Grounds

28 Mount Pleasant Street
North Brook�eld, MA

Rain or Shine

PUPPIES FOR SALE
AKC Registered German Shepherd 

puppies $1200. 
German Shepherd/Siberian $800. 

For more info contact 
Lori at 508-864-4712

Main Street, 
OXFORD

good location
 serious inquires only  

Call Cheryl for more info
774-402-0894

COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT!

(Currently a Salon)

ESTATE SALE
Sat 8/20 & Sun 8/21 

10am - 2 pm
210 Henshaw Street

Leicester, MA
Furniture, Housewares, 

Collectibles, and lots more
~ Rain or Shine~ 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
FALL YARD SALE
Sat., Sept. 10th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE
“New this Year, we are able to accept CREDIT CARDS!”

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY 
Pick your items and Make an offer!

RAIN DATE OF SEPTEMBER 24TH

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - 
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, 
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high 
chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

Administrative Assistant for ZBA and Recreation Dept 
(10 hours per week) – Town of Charlton

Performs professional and administrative work to assist the Zoning Board of Appeals and 
the Recreation Department. Attends night meetings and takes minutes along with other 

administrative duties. Please see full job description for complete list of quali�cations and 
responsibilities. Hourly rate: $19.44 – $21.46 dependent on experience and education.

Please apply online at https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources
no later than August 26, 2022. Position will remain open until �lled. 

�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

Youth Services Assistant (37.5 hours per week) Library 
Town of Charlton 

Assists the Head of Youth Services with the daily operations of the Department. 
�is includes developing and implementing programs, events and activities for children, 

teens, and their families. Hourly rate: $19.44 – $21.46 dependent on experience and 
education. �is is a full-time bene�tted position.

 Please apply online at https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources
no later than August 26, 2022. Position will remain open until �lled. 

�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

SPORTS
Worcester South tames shorthanded 

Tantasqua, then wins Auburn Summer 
League championship

BY KEN POWERS
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

AUBURN — What a differ-
ence five days makes.

The semifinal and final 
rounds of the Auburn 
Recreation and Culture Girls’ 
Summer Basketball League 
were scheduled to be played on 
Thursday, Aug. 4. An off-the-
charts heat index — coupled 
with National Grid’s notifica-
tion to summer league director 
Kristen Pappas that, because 
of the high heat index, power 
to Auburn High School, site of 
the games, would be lowered to 
the point that the air condition-
ing units at the building would 
not be able to be turned on — 
moved the games to Tuesday, 
Aug. 9.

That rescheduling had a 
dramatic affect on the sev-
enth-seeded Tantasqua 
Regional team which, if its 
semifinal round game with 
top-seeded and undefeated 
South High of Worcester had 
been played on Aug. 4, would 
have had 15 of its 17 players in 
attendance.

So, instead of battling 
the Colonels with an experi-
enced nucleus of players that 
would have included rising 
senior Hannah Johnson, ris-
ing juniors Nicole Vejack and 
Elizabeth Thompson, and 
rising sophomore Maggie 
Johnson, the Warriors showed 
up with a seven-player roster 
that included a rising junior, 
three rising sophomores and 
three incoming freshmen.

Tantasqua battled through-
out the game, but the Warriors 
lost to South, 46-13. South went 
on to finish the summer league 
without experiencing the bit-
ter taste of defeat, beating 
fifth-seeded Quabbin Regional 
in the championship game, 
48-27. Quabbin advanced to the 
final with a 33-28 victory over 
third-seeded Sutton High in the 
semifinal round.

Other area schools which 
competed in the Auburn 
Summer League were: Auburn 
High; Blackstone Valley 
Tech, David Prouty Regional; 
Grafton High; Leicester High; 
Northbridge High; Quaboag 
Regional; and Uxbridge High.

“What was so disappoint-

ing to us about 
the decision to 
reschedule the 
semifinals and the 
final was the fact 
that the last time 
we played them we 
had the majority of 
our regular play-
ers and we gave 
them their tough-
est game of the 
regular season,” 
Tantasqua coach 
Matt Ezzo said. 
“The last time we 
played them we 
trailed by just six 
points at halftime 
and they only won 
the game by 13 
points, after winning most of 
their games this summer by 
30-plus points.

“It was one heck of a good 
game the last time around,” 
Ezzo continued. “This time was 
a different story.”

Playing for Tantasqua in the 
semifinal against South were 
junior-to-be Angie Reno, sopho-
mores-to-be Maya Gidopoulos, 
Gianna Nichols and Eleanor 

Leland, and freshmen-to-be 
Sofie Ezzo (coach Ezzo’s daugh-
ter), Jules Petersen and Maeve 
Early. Gidopoulos finished the 
game with six points, Nichols 
three, Early two, and Reno and 
Ezzo one each.

All of the Warriors that 
played against South are, or 
will be, Tantasqua students 
except for Nichols. Coach Ezzo 
said Nichols, a Sturbridge res-

ident, attended Marianapolis 
Prep in Thompson, Conn., 
last year but is considering 
returning to Tantasqua this 
year. According to coach Ezzo, 
Nichols and her parents have 
until Aug. 31 to decide where 
she will attend school for the 
2022-2023 academic year.

Matt Ezzo was quite compli-
mentary to South following the 

defeat.
“That’s a tough team, no 

doubt about it,” coach Ezzo 
said “I don’t think I’ve ever 
seen a high school team shoot 
the percentage they shot from 
the field. Everything they 
threw up went in the hoop. In 
the first half I think they hit 
about 80 percent of their shots. 
It was amazing.”

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua Regional was the only Stonebridge Press affiliated school to 
reach the semifinal round of the Auburn Recreation and Culture Girls’ 
Summer Basketball League. Tantasqua lost to Worcester South in the 
semis, and South went on and won the championship over Quabbin 
Regional.



•The Villager•15www.StonebridgePress.com Friday, August 19, 2022

BY KEN POWERS
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

AUBURN — For the Quaboag 
Cougars, the championship game of the 
Auburn Recreation and Culture Boys’ 
Summer Basketball League must have 
felt like the hoops equivalent of the 
first time you’re allowed to back your 
father’s new car out of the driveway. 
Everything’s going fine and then you 
step on the gas pedal instead of the 
brake and you slam dad’s new ride into 
the massive oak tree across the street.

Thanks to a 7-0 run to end the first 
half and a quick start to the second 
half, fifth-seeded Quaboag led Millbury, 
the No. 13 seed, by two points with 15 
minutes remaining in the game, played 
Aug. 8 at Auburn High.

A not-so-funny thing happened to the 
Cougars on the way to winning the title, 
however. At that point, the Woolies 
went on a 19-4 run, and from there 
cruised to a 64-48 victory, capturing 
the school’s first-ever Auburn Summer 
League championship.

Quaboag advanced to the title game 
with a 61-33 win over third-seed-
ed Uxbridge High in the semifinal 
while Millbury defeated David Prouty 
Regional, the No. 2 seed, 40-33, to claim 
its spot in the final.

Other area schools which competed 
in the Auburn Summer League were: 
Auburn High; Bartlett High; Bay Path 
Regional; Leicester High; Oxford High; 
Shepherd Hill Regional; Southbridge 
High; and Tantasqua Regional.

“My kids ran out of gas; they got tired, 
but we can’t use that as an excuse,” 
Quaboag coach Fran Elliott said. “We 
were happy to make it to the final, 
but Millbury beat us and I congratu-
lated them for that. There are no sour 
grapes.”

Quaboag trailed, 23-19 with two min-
utes left in the first half. The aforemen-
tioned 7-0 spurt, capped by a Chase 
Potvin (six points) 3-pointer, gave the 
Cougars a 26-23 lead heading to the sec-
ond half. Quaboag led, 34-32, when its 
shooting touch went cold and Millbury 
took full advantage.

The Woolies scored in every conceiv-
able fashion — a 3-pointer, a put-back, 
a bank shot, a short jumper, and five 
layups — to take command of the game, 
building a 51-38 lead with eight minutes 
to play in the game.

Ryan Fernandez led the Quaboag 
attack with 16 points while Owen 
Stevens added 15 and Matt Tiberi tossed 
in nine.

“All of these guys are great kids. 
They’re all very coachable. When I 
say they’re coachable it’s because you 
explain something to them one time 
and they’ve got it,” Elliott said. “Owen, 
Ryan and Matt, they all lit it up in the 
first half. In the second half we couldn’t 
make a basket. It all went to heck in a 
hand basket in that second half.”

Quaboag’s roster against Millbury 
featured one rising senior, two rising 
juniors and four rising sophomores.

“I think this team is going to be good 
in the regular season,” Elliott said. 
“These kids lost a year to COVID. Some 
schools played, but we didn’t. So this 
summer league was a learning experi-
ence for a lot of our guys. I told the kids 
to go out and have fun. I told them to 
experiment and that’s what they did. 
Guys would pass up a good shot because 
a teammate had a better shot. I was 
very pleased with the way we played 
tonight.”

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront 
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations, 
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page 
for our full menu.

Friday Acoustics 
7-10pm

8/19 LARRY LEWIS
8/26 NRG

SUMMER
MENU

IS BACK!

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The
Harvest

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

OVER 2,000 APPLIANCES 
IN STOCK FOR PICKUP 

OR FAST DELIVERY

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EAST FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

100’S OF AIR CONDITIONERS IN STOCK
FRIGIDAIRE

DISHWASHER
#7150

$39999
WAS $599.99

SAMSUNG FRONT 
LOAD WASHER

#WF4576200AW

$69999
WAS $899.99

MAYTAG TOP
FREEZER

18 CU. FT.

$74999
WAS $899.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

#NED4655EW

$49999
WAS $599.99

AMANA 
GAS RANGE

#AGR1533CBAS • Stainless Steel

$59999
WAS $699.99

MAYTAG WASHER 
OR DRYER

#VEDC46HW

$59999
WAS $749.99

GE FRONT LOAD 
WASHER

#GFWSSOSSNWW

$79999
WAS $849.99

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 
REFRIGERATOR

$219999
WAS $2499.99

WHIRLPOOL
REFRIGERATOR

Counter Depth

$189999
WAS $2299.99

G.E.
ELECTRIC STOVE

#JB735SSS

$89999
WAS $999.99

AMANA 
MICROWAVE

#JYM3160RFSS

$24999
WAS $329.99

LG
WASHER
#WT7150CW

$74999
WAS $899.99

MAYTAG
DISHWASHER

#MDB4949SKZ

$74999
WAS $849.99

MATTRESS SALE
TWIN: REG. $299 - NOW $199
FULL: REG. $499 - NOW $269
QUEEN: REG. $599 - NOW $299

140 MAIN STREET
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM 
FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

INSTANT FINANCING 
UP TO $10,000!

Store Hours: Mon.-Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 8am-10pm • Sun: 9am-9pm

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

END OF 
SEASON
BIKE
SALE

WE Repair Bikes!

SPORTS
Millbury gets hot late to beat Quaboag, win 

Auburn’s Summer Basketball League

Nick Ethier photos

Quaboag Regional was the Stonebridge Press affiliated school that reached the final of the 
Auburn Recreation and Culture Boys’ Summer Basketball League. Quaboag lost to Millbury 
High for the title.

News, really close to home
StonebridgePress.com

Insightful
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366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SALES HOURS ~ Mon-Fri 8:30am-6pm • Sat 8:30am-3pm
~ SERVICE HOURS ~ Mon–Fri 8am–5pm • Sat 8am–Noon

Visit us on-line at 
lamoureuxford.com

Your Vehicle Is Worth More Now 
Than Ever Before! We Want Your Ride!

TRADE-A-THON 
 GOING ON NOW!

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It

In Print, Online & Mobile | Subscribe Today & Save!

June (508) 909-4062 | Mikaela (774) 200-7308
www.StonebridgePress.com

Villager Newspapers




