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Courtesy

The U10 and U8 Leicester Spencer Raiders cheerleading teams placed first and second, respectively, at the state championships 
recently. Both teams are now headed to regionals.

LHS students
 among top 
scorers on 
nationwide 

business exam
LEICESTER — It is no secret that Leicester High School 

is working hard to prepare students for career technical edu-
cation with all of the vocational programs they have recent-
ly added, but they also have reason to celebrate academics. 

Ariana Gursky and Muhammad Arslan scored among 
the top business students nationwide on rigorous exams to 
test their business knowledge. The exams are part of the 
school’s High School of Business™ program, a nation-
al accelerated business administration program of MBA 
Research and Curriculum Center. More than 7,000 students 
from across the nation participated in the program during 
the 2024-2025 school year.

   
Ariana and Muhammad were recently honored at the 

Leicester School Committee meeting.  

School Committee Chair Donna McCance said, “I am so 
proud of our students and their achievements. Their grades 
serve as evidence of their hard work, dedication and deter-
mination. Dr. Kustigian’s goal of building teamwork for the 
improvement and enhancement of our schools is enriching 
education for all our students. Teamwork does make the 
dream work.”

Superintendent Brett Kustigian also congratulated LHS 
Business Teacher, Mr. Andrew Lauer, for contributing to the 
success of LHS students.  

Kustigian said, “Mr. Lauer is an awesome teacher and 
he is showing the nation that LHS students can compete 
academically with anyone across the country.” 

Students participating in High School of Business com-
plete real, hands-on business projects through a series of six 
courses. The program also includes observational intern-
ships, opportunities to earn college credit, and local over-

L E I C E S T E R 
— Students from Leicester 
High School’s Health 
Assisting CTE program, 
run by  Melissa Ledbetter, 
MSN, RN, NCSN,  visit-
ed Leicester Elementary 
School last week to support 
staff by conducting vision, 
hearing, height, and weight 
screenings for students. 
These screenings were per-
formed by the tenth grad-
ers in Health Assisting II, 
who are currently studying 
human growth and develop-
ment and have been trained 

to meet all Massachusetts 
Department of Public 
Health requirements. 

The Health Assisting pro-
gram is a four-year pathway 
that begins in ninth grade 
with exploratory course-
work and Health Assisting 
I. In tenth grade, students 
also earn certification in 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia 
care. Eleventh graders 
advance to earning their 
BLS (Basic Life Support) 
and CNA (Certified Nursing 
Assistant) certifications, 
and seniors complete the 

program through a co-op, 
gaining valuable real-world 
experience working in the 
healthcare field. 

Leicester Elementary 
School Principal Tracy 
Steiger states, “We are 
incredibly grateful to have 
access to such a strong CTE 
program in our district and 
appreciate the opportunity 
to collaborate with these 
students as they develop 
their skills and serve our 
school community.”

BOSTON —  The Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School District, in 
partnership with  MIT RAISE, hosts the 
America’s Youth AI Festival, celebrating 
the creativity, leadership, and innovation of 
students across the United States who are 
shaping the future of AI.

The Festival is hosted across Boston and 
MIT’s Cambridge campus, with events at 
the Edward M. Kennedy Institute, the MIT 
Media Lab, and the Edward and Joyce 
Linde Music Building. 

Theme: Empowering America’s youth to 

aspire and inspire through AI innovation, 
shaping the next 250 years of technological 
leadership and creativity. 

Grand Prize:  Win an all-expenses-paid 
trip to MIT from July 17-19, 2026 (avail-
able to students ages 14 and up) 

Festival materials, including Me, Myself 
& AI and AI LIVE, are now available, 
with lessons, student guides, and educator 
resources for additional events coming in 
the weeks ahead. 

Visit:  https://www.dayofaiusa.org/festi-
val for more information.

LEICESTER —  The Leicester 
Democratic Town Committee is proud to 
present a Town Hall with Massachusetts Lt. 
Gov. Kim Driscoll Monday, Nov. 10 at our 
own Town Hall, 3 Washburn Sq., beginning 
at 6 p.m. (doors open at 5:30 p.m.).

Driscoll will share updates on statewide 
initiatives—covering topics such as local 
economic growth, housing, education, and 
infrastructure—followed by an open Q&A 
session. Doors open to registered attend-

ees at 5:30 p.m., and the meeting will 
begin promptly at 6 p.m. This is a free 
and public event. All are welcome—resi-
dents, students, and community members 
alike—to listen, learn, and engage in mean-
ingful dialogue about the future of our 
Commonwealth.

Registration  is  encouraged to help us 
plan for seating and accessibility accom-
modations. To register or for more informa-
tion, e-mail ldtcmass@gmail.com.

CTE students conduct health 
screenings at LES

LDTC hosting 
town hall 

with Driscoll

Announcing America’s 
AI Youth Festival

Turn To EXAM page  A6
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WORCESTER —The 
Worcester County Juvenile 
Court will host its annu-
al National Adoption Day 
celebration on Friday, Nov. 
21 from 8:30-10:30 a.m., 
finalizing adoptions for 26 
children joining 20 fami-
lies from across Worcester 
County.

Five judges will preside 
over adoptions in separate 
courtrooms throughout the 
morning. The event is sup-
ported by

community partners and 
friends of the court who 
will provide food, activities, 
gifts, professional photos, 
and more to

help families mark this 
milestone occasion.

Festivities will include 
breakfast, arts and crafts, 
visits from local sports mas-
cots, princess and superhero 

characters,
and service and comfort 

dogs, creating a joyful and 
memorable experience for 
participants.

National Adoption Day is 
observed nationwide each 
November on the Friday 
before Thanksgiving to 
raise awareness of

the thousands of chil-
dren in foster care who are 
waiting for permanent, lov-
ing families. In Worcester 
County alone,

approximately 2,000 chil-
dren are currently in child 
protective custody awaiting 
permanency — and more 
than 9,000

statewide. Since its 
inception in 2000, National 
Adoption Day has celebrat-
ed the adoptions of more 
than 85,000

children across the 

United States.
Please use the main/front 

entrance and be prepared to 
go through security screen-
ing. Media must check in at 
the CASA

Project Worcester County 
table, which will be promi-
nently marked with signage 
and media badges.

The Worcester County 
Juvenile Court, under the 
direction of First Justice 
Mary Beth Keating, cur-
rently holds sessions in

four locations: Worcester, 
Fitchburg, Milford, and 
Dudley. It is the mission of 
t h e 

Massachusetts Juvenile 
Court to protect children 
from abuse and neglect and 
promote opportunities for 
children to reside in safe, 
stable, permanent family 
environments whenever 
possible, to strengthen fam-
ilies when their children are 
in need of services, to

rehabilitate juveniles, 
to protect the public from 
delinquent and crimi-
nal activity while holding 
offenders accountable

and addressing the harm 
suffered by the communi-
ty and the victim, and to 

decide all cases fairly and 
impartially with

dedication, integrity, and 
professionalism.

CASA Project Worcester 
County, a partner in 
National Adoption Day 
efforts, is a nonprofit orga-
nization appointed by

Juvenile Court judges to 
the most complex cases. 
CASA’s mission is to advo-
cate for the best interests of 
abused,

neglected, and vulnerable 
c h i l d r e n , 
a m p l i f y 
their voices 

in court, and support them 
on their paths toward a per-
manent

home. Court Appointed 
Special Advocates 
(CASAs) are carefully 
screened and trained com-
munity volunteers. CASA

Project Worcester County 
is a member of the National 
CASA Association and the 
oldest and largest of six 
programs of itskind in the 
state.
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Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Hello, my name is Dante, I’m looking for my retirement 
home. In my 12 years of life I have quite the story. I am 
an escape artist and I can’t help it, I love to explore! One 
of my adventures in my earlier years landed me with a 
broken leg. I absolutely must have a home with a fenced 
yard. I also need someone who will diligently keep my 
leash on. It is best if I go 
home to either a single per-
son or to a couple and no 
young children because I’m 
afraid that’s an easy way for 
me to slip out the door and 
take to wandering again.
I can be shy at first, because 
of my special personality, 
you will have to make mul-
tiple visits to the shelter to 
make sure I am comfortable 
before I can go home. If 
you have the patience and 
the calm environment I’m 
looking for in a home please 
come in to meet me!

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 

 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding
 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery

Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)
 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)

• Pharmacy
• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin

• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

BROOKFIELD 
None

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$495,000, 2 Autumn Ln, Murray, 

Gerard K, to Macumber, Kristy.
$467,000, 534 Pleasant St, Richford, 

Guy P, and Richford, Barbara A, to 
Dickey, Amanda M, and Cunningham, 
Glenn M.

$425,000, 104 Huntoon Memorial 
Hwy, Koncepts Realty LLC, to Color Up 
Holdings LLC.

$425,000, 6 Reservoir St, Brezniak 
Rt, and Brezniak, Pamela J, to Jordan, 
Melissa.

$176,277, 28 Beech St, Delisle, 
Benjamin J, to Cepeda, Jennifer, and 
Cepeda 2nd, Miguel A.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$425,000, 32 Mount Pleasant St, 

Roman Catholic Bishop Of, to Bowlin, 
Emily G, and Bowlin, Renee J.

$375,000, 23 Elm St, Pong, Blaine C, 
and Brunelle, Ashley, to Beshaw, Jesse.

SPENCER
$490,000, 21 Brooks Pond Cross Rd, 

Schofield Ft, and Knight, Kelly A, to 
Callahan, Louis, and Callahan, Cheryl.

$470,000, 15 Pioneer Valley Dr, Joslin, 
Patrick W, and Gomez, Christina L, to 
Anaman, James.

$345,000, 30 Mcdonald St, Onacki, 
Thomas J, and Onacki, Montana V, to 
Quadarella, Krystal, and Burlingame, 
Kyle.

WARREN
$580,000, 447 Coy Hill Rd, Bolduc Jr, 

Donald H, to Demetrius, Rashad A, and 
Porter, Tiffany.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$764,000,11 Lakeshore Dr Ext, Gately, 

Thomas, and Gately, Jane, to Ric A 
Weinman RET, and Weinman, Ric A.

$649,000, 36 Mill Rd, Trzeciak, 
Aaron J, to Ragno, Kyle J, and Martin, 
Katherine N.

$185,000, 211 Long Hill Rd, John D 
Zawalski Lt, and Zawalski, John D, to 
Mancini, Dean, and Mancini, Elizabeth.

DOT to hold virtual public 
hearing on Route 9 project
SPENCER — A Virtual Design Public Hearing will be hosted on 

the MassDOT Web site Tuesday, Nov. 18 at 5:30 p.m. to present 
the design for the proposed project in Spencer - East Brookfield.

The purpose of this hearing is to provide the public with the 
opportunity to become fully acquainted with the proposed project. 
All views and comments submitted in response to the hearing will 
be reviewed and considered to the maximum extent possible.

The proposed project consists of improvements along Route 9 
and at the intersection of Route 9 and Route 49 in the Towns of 
East Brookfield and Spencer. The work involves construction of a 
cement concrete roundabout, improved bike and pedestrian accom-
modations, lighting, and upgrades to pavement, drainage, pavement 
markings, and signage. The proposed pedestrian accommodations 
consist of five-foot-wide sidewalks along Route 9 and a shared use 
path at the roundabout. The proposed bicycle accommodations con-
sist of five-foot buffered bicycle lanes along Route 9 and a shared 
use path at the roundabout. Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations 
have been provided in accordance with applicable design guides.

A secure right-of-way is necessary for this project. Acquisitions 
in fee and permanent or temporary easements may be required. The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts is responsible for acquiring all 
needed rights in private or public lands. MassDOT’s policy con-
cerning land acquisitions will be presented in the hearing.

Project inquiries, written statements and other exhibits regarding 
the proposed undertaking may be submitted to Carrie E. Lavallee, 
P.E., Chief Engineer, via e-mail to MassDOTProjectManagement@
dot.state.ma.us or via US Mail to Suite 7550, 10 Park Plaza, 
Boston, MA 02116, Attention: Project Management, Project File 
No. 613097. Statements and exhibits intended for inclusion in the 
hearing transcript must be emailed or postmarked no later than 10 
business days (14 calendar days) after the hearing is hosted.

This hearing is accessible to people with disabilities. MassDOT 
provides reasonable accommodations and/or language assistance 
free of charge upon request (e.g., interpreters in American Sign 
Language and languages other than English, live captioning, vid-
eos, assistive listening devices and alternate material formats), as 
available. For accommodation or language assistance, please con-
tact MassDOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil Rights Officer by phone 
(857-368-8580), TTD/TTY at (857) 266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602 
or by email (MassDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us). Requests 
should be made as soon as possible and prior to the

hearing, and for more difficult to arrange services including 
sign-language, CART or language translation or interpretation, 
requests should be made at least ten business days before the hear-
ing.

This hearing will be hosted, or a cancellation announcement 
posted, on the Internet at

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-division/events.

Worcester County Juvenile Court to host 
National Adoption Day celebration
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North Brookfield 
Public Schools 

offer Child Find 
NORTH BROOKFIELD — North Brookfield 

Public Schools conducts ongoing “Child Find” 
to locate, identify, and evaluate children and youth 
ages three to 21 who live in North Brookfield and 
may have a disability and need special education 
services. This includes children who are  homes-
chooled,  highly mobile,  homeless,  in foster care/
wards of the state, and stu-
dents who  attend private 
schools located in North 
Brookfield (even if they live 
elsewhere).

If you have concerns 
about a child’s development, 
learning, behavior, speech/
language, hearing/vision, 
or social-emotional needs, 
please contact Michael R. 
Baldassarre, Ed.D., Director 
of Student Services, at 508-
867-3166 or mbaldassarre@
nbschools.org.

WORCESTER —  Cornerstone Bank  is proud to 
announce that it has been voted a 2025 Community Choice 
“Best of Central Massachusetts” top 3 finalist for Best 
Bank, an honor made possible by the votes and support of 
our community.

This recognition is a testament to the trust, connection 
and loyalty Cornerstone has built with the people and 
businesses it serves throughout Central Massachusetts. 
Each year, the Best of Central Mass Community’s Choice 
Awards celebrate local organizations that make a meaning-
ful difference in their communities. Being named among 
the top three in the region reflects Cornerstone’s continued 
dedication to providing dependable, compassionate and 
personalized banking solutions.

“We’re truly honored to be recognized by our commu-
nity,” said Todd Tallman, CEO of Cornerstone Bank. “At 
Cornerstone, we strive to make a positive impact in the 
lives of our customers every day, whether that’s helping 
them achieve their financial goals, supporting local causes 
or being a trusted partner through life’s milestones. This 
recognition means so much because it comes direct-
ly from the people we serve.”

Cornerstone Bank is one of several standout insti-
tutions selected as finalists in the finance category, 
representing the very best of Central Massachusetts.

The 2025  Best of Central Massachusetts 
Community’s Choice Awards Gala will be held on 
Nov. 6 at 6 p.m. at the DCU Center in Worcester. 
The exclusive event celebrates finalists and winners 
across a range of industries.

Cornerstone Bank extends heartfelt thanks to all 
who voted and continues to uphold its mission to be 
a supportive and trusted banking partner that truly 
sees, hears and stands with its community.

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, born of a long 

history of supporting the community, and providing a 
strong foundation to help people and businesses thrive. 
Serving Worcester County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and community-based banking 
model enables a unique ability to deliver outstanding ser-
vice, with a personal touch. Cornerstone, which is a subsid-
iary of PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, operating independently 
under its own name and brand, provides the highest level 
of service and expertise for individuals, businesses, and 
community organizations with branch locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to connect cus-
tomers with opportunities through a broad range of deposit 
and loan products and services. Built on Trust is not just 
a tagline, but also one of our guiding corporate values. 
Whether a business or personal partnership, Cornerstone 
stands on the foundation that relationships are built on trust. 
To learn about Cornerstone Bank’s personal and business 
banking offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.com or call 
800-939-9103.

Community 
Calendar

October 31 to 
November 7

Friday, Oct. 31 
The moon rides high on Halloween night, 
costumes swirl in the pale porch light. 
Trick-or-treat trails down Main and Pine, 
with laughter sweeter than any design. 
Spencer Fire’s crew on Elm keeps watch, 
so goblins may giggle without a scotch. 
At East Brookfield Library, 6 to 8, 
spooky stories and cider await.

Saturday, Nov. 1 
November wakes with a pumpkin sigh, 
leaves take flight as geese drift by. 
The Leicester Town Hall Craft Fair, ten ‘til three, 
has quilts and jams and good company. 
Down in North Brookfield, noon ‘til four, 
the Historical Society’s antique store 
opens its trove of clocks and lace— 
a time-travel stop in a charming place.

Sunday, Nov. 2 
A morning of muffins and mellow tunes, 
the West Brookfield Common hums by noon. 
At one, a farmers’ market gleams, 
with apples polished to autumn dreams. 
The Warren Senior Center serves roast beef, 
with laughter and stories past belief. 
Donations go toward veterans’ aid— 
gratitude’s price already paid.

Monday, Nov. 3 
The week begins with a mindful start, 
at Yoga in Spencer’s Town Hall Art 
room, six o’clock—stretch, breathe, repeat, 
before the day can skip your beat. 
Then curl with cocoa by reading’s glow, 
the Leicester Library Book Club Show 
meets at seven; bring thoughts to share, 
and maybe a sweater for the autumn air.

Tuesday, Nov. 4 
Knitting needles click and clack, 
at East Brookfield Library, back to back. 
Crafting comfort, noon ‘til two, 
with scarves of crimson, gold, and blue. 
Meanwhile, over in West Brookfield Square, 
the Friends of the Library Bake Repair 
(translation: bake sale!)—pies and cake, 
raising funds for the books they make.

Wednesday, Nov. 5 
Spencer’s Senior Center Lunch at noon— 
meatloaf, potatoes, and friendly tune. 
At night, when twilight paints the sky, 
the North Brookfield Chorus will try 
their voices at Town Hall, seven sharp, 
in songs that mend the weary heart.

Thursday, Nov. 6 
Gobble, giggle, gather ‘round, 
the Brookfield Lions are homeward bound. 
Their pasta supper, five ‘til eight, 
feeds good causes on every plate. 
If you’ve still got pep in your step that night, 
the Leicester Open Mic starts at light— 
seven o’clock at the Publick Pub, 
where poets and pickers trade sonic grub.

Friday, Nov. 7 
The week bows out 
with candle glow, 
at St. Joseph’s 
Church 
Bazaar below. 
Crafts, raffles, cider 
and cheer, 
a hint of holiday 
drawing near. 
As clocks fall back 
and nights grow 
long, 
our little towns keep 
spirits strong. 
So bundle up, step 
out, and see— 
there’s magic yet in 
community.

3838

BARGAIN
 BAY

BIG SAVINGS
 ON

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Interior/Exterior Doors & Windows  at Super Bargain Prices

$38
As Low As

$75
As Low As

$16
As Low As

TAKE 
AN EXTRA 

20% off20% off
 All The Bargain Bay Products 

While Supplies Last
 When you bring this ad

See the Tab Bargain Bay 
at our website for a 

large selection!! 

$1895*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends October 30th

Visit our
Online 

Bargain Bay
affordable

windows.com

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

LEICESTER ROD AND 
GUN MEAT RAFFLE

Sundays 2-5 Until November 23rd
1015 Whittemore St, Leicester

Cash Bar- Kitchen Is Open

Raffling Off Over
2000 Lbs. Of Meat

Lobster And
Prime Rib

TOWN OF AUBURN
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
SNOW REMOVAL APPLICATIONS

The Town of Auburn Department of Public Works is accepting 
applications for snow plowing for the 2025 - 2026 winter season.
Applications may be obtained at the Department of Public Works 
– Highway Division, 5 Millbury Street, Auburn, MA 01501, Mon-
day - Friday 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.. Applications are also available 
on the Town of Auburn website www.auburnguide.com.  
Applications must be returned to the Department of Public 
Works.
The Town of Auburn reserves the right to waive any informalities 
and accept or reject any or all applications, or portions of such, if 
thought to be in the best interest of the Town.
Kenneth Fairbanks
Highway Superintendent

Cornerstone Bank honored as 2025 
Best of Central Massachusetts finalist
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Notice of Public Hearing
Town of Spencer
Tax Classification

The Board of Selectmen will hold a 
Public Hearing on November 17, 2025 
at 6:00 pm in the McCourt Social Hall of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, to discuss the percentage of 
the tax levy to be borne by each class 
of real and personal property for Fiscal 
Year 2026, pursuant to MGL Chapter 
40, Section 56, relating to classification 
and taxation of property according to 
use.
Interested taxpayers may present their 
views verbally or in writing to the Board 
of Selectmen at Memorial Town Hall 
prior to or during said hearing.
If you are not able to attend in-person, 
you may dial in from your phone:
1 866 899 4679 Enter Access Code: 
479-429-349
Or join from your computer, tablet, or 
smartphone:
https://www.gotomeet.me/Townof-
SpencerMA/boardofselectmen
October 31, 2025

Notice of Public Hearing 
Town of Spencer

The Board of Selectmen will hold a 
public hearing on November 24, 2025, 
at 6:00 pm in the McCourt Social 
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main 
Street, Spencer on the Annual License 
Renewals for 2026, including Class I, 
Class II, Class III, and Gravel.
October 31, 2025

(SEAL)
THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT
Docket Number: 24 SM 004293
ORDER OF NOTICE
To:
Eva Adjoian
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
East Brookfield, numbered 132 North 
Brookfield Road, given by Eva Adjoian 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
HarborOne Mortgage LLC, dated 
November 26, 2019, and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
61494, Page 1, and now held by the 
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have 
been, in the active military service of 
the United States of America, then 
you may be entitled to the benefits 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act.  If you object to a foreclosure 
of the above-mentioned property on 
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance 
and answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 
on or before December 1, 2025, or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act. 
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice 
of this Court on October 21, 2025.
Attest:	
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
28366
October 31, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P3545EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Brian Paul Connolly
Also known as: Brian P Connolly, 

Brian Connolly
Date of Death:08/26/2025 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Denise M Connolly of Brookfield-
MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Denise M Connolly of BrookfieldMA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
11/11/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 16, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 31, 2025

To the owners of the hereinafter 
described parcels of LAND situated 
in the Town of Leicester in the County 
of Worcester and the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and to all con-
cerned: You are hereby notified that 
on Monday, November 17, 2025 at 
10:00 AM local time in Leicester Town 
Hall, 3 Washburn Square, Leicester, 
MA 01524 in the gymnasium, pursuant 
to the provisions of General Laws, 
Chapter 60, Sec 52 and by virtue of the 
authority vested in me as Treasurer, 
it is my intention to assign and trans-
fer the Tax Title held by the Town 

of Leicester covering the following 
described parcel to the highest bidder 
at public auction, for all taxes thereon 
with interest and all necessary and 
intervening charges of any balance of 
said taxes, unless the same has been 
paid in full before that date.  The mini-
mum bid for the unit will be the aggre-
gate amount of taxes, interest and fees 
due on the account for the property 
that remains on the list below on the 
day of the Auction.  In the event there 
are multiple parties bidding the same 
price, the bidding will go up in incre-
ments of $1,000.00.  All Bidders must 
pre-register by Wednesday, November 
12, 2025 at 2:00 PM.  To pre-register, 
please call the Treasurer’s Office at 
508-892-7004.   Rules of sale will be 
available at the Office of the Treasurer.
Honeyman Alexander T. located at 
57 BURNCOAT LN in Leicester, MA, 
containing 0.093 Acres of Land and 
recorded at the Worcester Registry of 
Deeds- Book/Page 66497/19.
Minimum Bid:  $12,469.85
October 31, 2025

AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to 
convert a temporary tower location 
into a permanent 125 ft Monopole tele-
communications tower facility located 
at 17 Lake Street, Spencer, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts 01562. Any in-
terested party wishing to submit com-
ments regarding the potential effects 
the proposed facility may have on any 
historic property may do so by sending 
comments to: Project 250052324PR, 
EBI Consulting, 21 B Street, Burling-
ton, MA 01803, or at (617) 715-1822.
October 31, 2025

Notice of Public Hearing– Planning 
Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tues-
day November 18, 2025 in McCourt 
Social Hall of Memorial Town Hall, , 
157 Main Street, Spencer, MA, and 
the hearing will be conducted in 
person and remotely on the follow-
ing items starting at 6:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Public Hearing: Scenic Road –– As 
required by MGL Ch. 40, Sec. 15C of 
the General Laws of Massachusetts, 
a public hearing will be held related 
to tree work associated with tree 
removal on 20 William Casey Road, 
Map & Parcel: R10-18-1. The appli-
cant is Albert Sandy owner of 20 
William Casey Road and the work is 
located within the Rural Residential 
zoning district and on designated 
Scenic Roads.
October 31, 2025
November 7, 2025

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Elizabeth Putnam has filed an RDA 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission to remove trees located at 21 
Castle Lane, Spencer, MA.
Brian T. Clancey has filed an RDA 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission for a proposed septic system 
located at 33 Lakeshore Drive, Spen-
cer, MA.
Gerson Henrique has filed an NOI 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission for a proposed Single-family 

home, septic & driveway located at 130 
Paxton Road, Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
November 12, 2025 at which time all 
persons having an interest may be 
present or call in remotely to partici-
pate. Conservation Commission meet-
ings open at 6:15 p.m.

Mary McLaughlin
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman

October 31, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P1175EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Joseph A. Kularski, Jr. 
Also known as: Joseph A. Kularski

Date of Death:08/11/2024 
To all interested persons:
A Petition for  S/A - Formal Probate 
of Will with Appointment of Person-
al Representative has been filed by 
North Brookfield Savings Bank of 
North Brookfield MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
North Brookfield Savings Bank of 
North Brookfield MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
11/11/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 24, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 31, 2025

LEGALS

Add unique flare to this 
winter’s indoor garden and 
décor with double amaryllis. 
The several layers of color-
ful petals are sure to make a 
statement wherever they are 
displayed.

Start the amaryllis season 
with early blooming vari-
eties grown in the southern 
hemisphere. Double Alaska 
features frilly, fully double 

white flowers with a lime 
green center. Order bulbs 
early, store them in a cool, 
dry, dark location and plant 
these early blooming bulbs 
by Nov. 1 if you want flow-
ers for the holiday. 

Keep the color coming 
throughout the winter by 
growing a variety of other 
double amaryllis grown in 
the Northern hemisphere 

that begin blooming in 
January. Plant a few bulbs 
every three weeks to extend 
your enjoyment for several 
months.

Watch the colors change 
on Double Giant Amadeus 
amaryllis. The petals start 
as mostly white with a fine 
red outline. As the flowers 
mature, the color intensifies 
to a blushing pink, coral and 

salmon. 
Grow Double Sweet 

Nymph (longfield-gar-
dens.com) for a bit of a 
romantic charm. The lay-
ers of creamy white petals 
are covered with coral pink 
stripes.

If you like the tradition-
al red amaryllis, you will 
enjoy the giant red flowers 
of Double King. Each bulb 
produces three stems with 
four or more blooms that 
open at different times to 
extend your enjoyment.

The candy cane striped 
narrow petals of Double 
Doublet are sure to catch 
your attention. Each flower 
is a bit different, adding to 
its uniqueness. Watch as the 
three stems grow, producing 
as many as a dozen flowers 
from each bulb.

Enjoy weeks of artis-
tic blooms when you grow 
Double Aphrodite amaryl-
lis. The ruffled white petals 
have a narrow red edge and 
lime green center. The fine 
red brushstrokes that extend 
from the petal tips add to this 
amaryllis’s charm.

Plant your  amaryllis 
bulbs  in a quality potting 
mix with the top half above 
the soil surface. Grow a sin-

gle bulb in a pot that is seven 
to eight inches deep and five 
to six inches across with 
drainage holes. Or group 
several bulbs together in a 
larger container. Water the 
potting mix thoroughly and 
place the container in a cool 
sunny location. Continue to 
water thoroughly but only 
often enough to keep the soil 
barely moist. 

Add a bit of elegance and 
ease of care by going soil-
less. Place several inches 
of pebbles in the bottom of 
a glass vase or watertight 
container. Cover the pebbles 
with water. Set the bulb on 
top of the pebbles, adding 
more stones around the bulb 
to hold it in place.   Leave 
the top one third of the bulb 
exposed. Add water as need-
ed to maintain the water 
level just below the bulb. 

 
Now relax and wait a 

month or more for your 
amaryllis bulb to wake 
up and start growing.  
Water more often once 
sprouts appear. Enjoy 
the transformation as the 
bulb turns into a flower-
ing plant over the next 
few weeks.

Growing amaryllis 
indoors will keep you 

gardening all year long, pro-
viding mood-boosting bene-
fits and stress relief. Plus, the 
colorful blossoms are sure to 
brighten your winter days.

Melinda Myers has 
written more than 20 gar-
dening books, including 
the  Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition  and 
Small Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” 
instant video series  and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment    radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds 
& Blooms  magazine and 
was commissioned by 
Longfield Gardens for her 
expertise to write this arti-
cle. Her Web site is  www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Fight the winter blues with double amaryllis

Courtesy — Longfield-Gardens.com

The ar tist ic blooms of Double Aphrodite amaryl-
lis have ruffled white petals with a narrow red edge and lime green center. 

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden
Moments
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 10/27/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

OCTOBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Mushroom  
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

BLT  
Grinder 

 Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Weekly Police 
Blotter

Leicester
The Leicester Police Department reported the following 

arrests from Oct. 16-22.
An individual whose identity has been withheld from 

publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on Oct. 
16 for making Annoying Telephone Calls and/or Electronic 
Communications, Criminal Harassment, Stalking, and 
Accosting or Annoying Another Person.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from 
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on Oct. 
17 for operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle, Operating a 
Motor Vehicle after suspension of registration, Unlicensed 
Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and driving at a rate of speed 
exceeding the posted limit.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from 
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on Oct. 18 
for Unlicensed Operation of a Motor Vehicle and a Passing 
Violation.

Paul Didomenico, age 60, of Worcester was arrested 
on Oct. 18 for Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), 
Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, a Marked Lanes 
Violation, and Failure to Dim Headlights.

Amanda Marie Williams, age 35, of Cherry Valley 
was arrested on Oct. 20 for Failure to Appear Upon 
Recognizance.

Spencer
The Spencer Police Department reported no arrests 

during the week of Oct. 15-21.

Fire Cider 
workshop at the 

Leicester Library
LEICESTER —  On Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 6 p.m., the 

Leicester Public Library will host a program on Fire Cider.  
Fire Cider is a classic folk remedy that herbalists and 

“kitchen witches” have been making for generations. It 
boosts the immune system, wards off colds and flu, and 
is an overall tonic for the body. Fire Cider is a wonderful 
remedy to make on your own, but even more fun to make 
with friends! 

Join Nora Toomey, Clinical Herbalist of True Bloom 
Apothecary, for an evening of community medicine mak-
ing! As we chop up our ingredients, we will learn all about 
this delightfully spicy and sweet remedy, including the 
history, the primary herbal actions and applications, and the 
myriad of recipe variations you can try at home! Each par-
ticipant will leave with a jar full of Fire Cider!  Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Leicester Public Library, this program 
is for adults, and registration is required. 

To register, click the link in the calendar at www.leices-
terlibrary.org.

Leicester 
Women’s Club 
hosting Holiday 

Auction
LEICESTER — The Leicester Women’s Club will host 

their annual Holiday Auction at Pine Ridge Country Club 
on Wednesday, Nov. 19 at 6 p.m. The event is both a social 
gathering for members, guests and friends, as well as a 
fundraiser for local charities, including Hearts for Heat, 
McAuley Nazareth, Inc. and the Leicester Food Pantry.  
Donated items include food & wine, homemade baked 
goods, holiday décor, baskets and gifts. Purchases with 
cash or checks only, please. Women’s Club members and 
non-members are welcome, but reservations are required.  

The dinner, which includes salad, entrée, bread, dessert, 
coffee and tea, is $28, payable at the door. A cash bar is 
available. For reservations, contact Linda Monahan at 508-
330-9250 before Wednesday, Nov. 12.

The Leicester Women’s Club, founded in 1962, is both a 
community service organization and a social club. It is open 
to women who are residents of Leicester and surrounding 
towns. Annual dues are $20, and meetings are monthly from 
September through April. Members hold a basket raffle at 
the Leicester Harvest Fair in September to raise money for 
local scholarships, and a holiday auction in November to 
raise money for local charities. For information about mem-
bership, please call Renee McCue-Hall at 508-892-0186.

Registration 
open for winter 
SEBRSD sports

REGION — Registration on FamilyID for David Prouty 
and Knox Trail Winter sports began Friday, Oct. 24.  All stu-
dent-athletes, in order to participate, must be registered and 
have an up-to-date physical exam on file with their building 
nurse.  

On behalf of all of us within the Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District, we are excited to announce that 
we are offering the convenience of online registration 
through FamilyID  (www.familyid.com).  FamilyID is a 
secure registration platform that provides you with an easy, 
user-friendly way to register for our programs, and helps 
us to be more administratively efficient and environmen-
tally responsible. When you register through FamilyID, the 
system keeps track of your information in your FamilyID 
profile. You enter your information only once per family 
member for use in multiple programs. 

Christ Memorial 
hosting Red 
Door Fayre

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Christ Memorial Episcopal 
Church will hold its Red Door Fayre Saturday, Nov. 8 
from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Browse a Christmas table, Exquisite 
Table, craft table, interior plants, a bake table and a selec-
tion of pies. Raffles will also be offered, and a homemade 
luncheon will be served including soups, sandwiches, and 
apple crisp.

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email:

mikaela@
stonebridge press.news

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

&Home 
 AutoFallFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window

 Cleaning
Residential 
Commerical 
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail21
@aol.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@
gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

HURLEY HURLEY 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  Cut, Split,  
DeliveredDelivered
GREENGREEN

$230$230 per cord per cord
Call John at  Call John at  

508-958-4350508-958-4350

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

sight via a steering team 
of college faculty, business 
professionals, and school 
personnel.

High School of Business 

is a program of MBA 
Research & Curriculum 
Center, a non-profit orga-
nization specializing in 
educational research and 
the development of busi-
ness and marketing curric-
ulum for high schools and 

colleges across the U.S. 
The accelerated program is 
designed for college-bound 
students with interest in 
business administration 
careers, such as marketing, 
finance, entrepreneurship, 
or management. 

EXAM
continued from page  A1

Courtesy

Muhammad Arslan (center, holding certificate) is pictured here receiving his certificate from the 
School Committee.

Courtesy

The Leicester Senior Center 
welcomes Donna Lee 
Honeywell performing 
as Patsy Cline on Sunday, 
Nov. 9 at noon. Honeywell 
will perform the legendary 
Country star’s classic hits, 
accompanied by backup 
singers and a full orchestra. 
The cost per person is $10, 
and includes a hot dog lunch 
prepared by Harry Brooks. 
For more information, please 
call the Senior Center at (508) 
892-7016.
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Rocky Knight
WORCESTER —  Quinsigamond Community College 

has hired Rocky Knight as the director of its newly 
launched Auxilium Center for Entrepreneurship, a resource 
hub created to support and inspire students, staff and alum-
ni in launching and scaling their entrepreneurial ventures.

Funded by the Cliff & Susan Rucker Foundation and 
supported through a strategic partnership with Auxilium 
Worcester, the center will offer one-on-one consulting, 
mentorship, workshops and training to help aspiring entre-
preneurs navigate the complexities of starting and growing 
a business.

“By the time students graduate, they’ll not only have a 
degree, they’ll be ready to launch a business,” said Knight, 
who emphasized the importance of connecting the QCC 
community to Worcester’s thriving entrepreneurial eco-
system.

Knight brings a wealth of experience to the role. She 
holds an MBA from Johnson & Wales University and a BA 
in global citizenship with a specialization in management 
from Becker College. Her leadership background includes 
serving as Director of the CWE-Central MA Women’s 
Business Center and Founder/CEO of Own Your Legacy 
Ventures LLC, an organization that helps entrepreneurs 
reach the critical two-year milestone through branding, 
consulting and strategic planning.

“Rocky brings robust experience as an entrepreneur and 
an educator, and she is well-connected within the regional 
entrepreneurial ecosystem. We are thrilled she’ll be work-
ing with QCC students and alumni to bring their ideas 
forward,” said Vice President of Academic Affairs Kathy 
Rentsch.

Knight also founded the  For One Child Foundation, a 
nonprofit that has impacted 
over 1,500 students across 
Massachusetts and rural 
Jamaica through education-
al resources, digital access, 
and infrastructure develop-

ment. Her commitment to community empowerment has 
earned her numerous accolades, including the Worcester 
Business Journal’s 40 Under 40 Award (2024), Worcester 
Magazine’s Woman to Watch (2025) and recognition as a 
Massachusetts Commonwealth Heroine (2025).

“Entrepreneurship is a new type of job security,” said 
Knight. “I’m happy to be in a space where we can help 
people move forward and ensure entrepreneurs have access 
to the right resources.”

For more information on the Auxilium Center for 
Entrepreneurship at QCC, visit QCC.edu/auxilium.

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

FALL IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check out our Fall Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Comedy and Dinner Show 11/22 
( Tickets available at 308)

LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY WEEK!
10/31 Ryan Hood
11/7 Joe Macey

LIVING ROOM
   SALE

We are in the 
process of

selling out 
some Floor 
Samples!

Come check 
them out atBIGSAVINGS

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE REMOVAL • FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Our finest lines will include
 Names like  

La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

www.lisacaron.comwww.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

18 Fox Run Brookfield $295,000
Absolutely gorgeous manufactured home (60x28) at Brookfield Meadows 55+ community. 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, kitch-
en loaded with cherry cabinets, formal dining area, breakfast nook, 2x6 construction, 4 season heated room with gas 
fireplace (stove) on thermostat. TONS of improvements - windows, furnace, hot water heater and central air done in 2023, 
new side deck with composite wood, newer flooring throughout. Generac generator 2018, Master bath has double vanity, 
huge linen closet and skylight, oversized living room with vaulted ceilings and tons of natural lighting. Storage shed with 
new roof and electric, patio sitting area out back with room for small garden. Lots of beautiful mature plants and flowers.

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

PICK 
YOUR 
OWN

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

QCC hires director for new 
Auxilium Center for 

Entrepreneurship

WEST BOYLSTON — 
More than a decade ago, 
a newly elected Sheriff in 
Worcester County aimed 
to revive a program at the 
Worcester County Jail and 
House of Correction. That 
program not only honored 
the rich farming history 
of Massachusetts but also 
focused on modern meth-
ods of rehabilitating inmate 
populations.

Today, Sheriff Lew 
Evangelidis is proud of the 
program his staff has dil-
igently worked to revive. 
The Worcester County 
Sheriff’s Office Inmate 
Run Organic Farm program 
is thriving, and those in 
need throughout Worcester 
County have benefited from 
the program for years. 

As part of the House of 
Corrections’ Work Release 
Program, qualified inmates 
are permitted to tend to 
the grounds of the facil-
ity, including the various 
farming fields. The produce 
harvested by inmate work 
crews benefits numerous 
organizations, such as local 
food banks, senior cen-
ters, soup kitchens, veteran 
groups, and other charitable 
organizations in Worcester 
County.

  In addition to their con-
tribution to the community, 
inmates benefit by gaining 
valuable work experience, 
learning agricultural skills, 
and having the opportuni-
ty to participate in mean-
ingful daily activities that 
promote responsibility and 
discipline. Additionally, the 
harvested food is also pro-
vided to the inmate popula-
tion within the facility.

 “We are fortunate to have 
the land and the resources to 
support the Organic Farm 
program,” said Evangelidis. 
“We have put in a lot of 
effort to develop this pro-
gram to its current state. 
While we are always sub-
ject to the challenges posed 
by Mother Nature, we have 
addressed the obstacles to 
optimize the work of the 
farm team and the inmates 
in the Work Release pro-
gram. Through this work, 
inmates gain job skills, con-
fidence, and the dignity that 
comes from engaging in a 
full day’s work for the ben-
efit of others.”

  Inmates eligible to join 
the work-release program 
are classified as low-risk 
and non-violent. Those 
who qualify and opt to par-
ticipate earn “good time” 
credits each month for their 
positive behavior and active 
involvement in program-
ming. The time commit-
ment varies depending on 
the workload and time of 

year, but typically, inmates 
work between 10 to 25 
hours a week.

 On the 18 acres of active-
ly farmed land, zucchini, 
summer squash, cucum-
bers, eggplant, peppers, 
tomatoes, cabbage, corn, 
watermelon, and pumpkins 
were bountiful through the 
first frost in October. It 
was estimated that approx-
imately 35,000 pounds of 
fresh organic produce were 
harvested and distributed 
to community partners this 
year.

  Since taking office in 
2011, Evangelidis has 
remained committed to 
developing the Organic 
Farm and being dedicat-
ed to the communities he 
represents. After multiple 
expansions of the farm under 
Evangelidis’ leadership, 
the Worcester County Jail 
boasts the largest organic 
farm on a correctional facil-
ity in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

Sheriff’s Organic Farm continues long 
legacy of feeding Worcester County

Courtesy

Sheriff Evangelidis and WCSO Lt. Travaglio pose with a mid-sum-
mer harvest of fresh organic produce.
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The transition from military to civilian 

life brings countless adjustments. It also 
marks a good time to review how you’re 
taking charge of your financial future. 
Veteran Saves Week is Nov. 4-7 and an 
opportunity to focus on building financial 
confidence and creating a solid foundation 
for your new chapter.

Now in its second year, Veteran Saves 
Week centers around one core message: 
No matter where you are on your financial 
journey, small steps can lead to lasting 
change. Here are a few tips to help: 

Understand the financial shift. If you’ve 
recently re-entered civilian life, it’s import-
ant to identify any gaps between your 
income and expenses. A key part of this 
gap often comes from the loss of military 
allowances, such as the Basic Allowance 
for Housing and Basic Allowance for 
Subsistence. You may also lose commis-
sary and exchange privileges where gro-
ceries and goods were purchased tax-free.

Health benefits represent another shift. 
While you received health care through 
TRICARE on active duty, you might be eli-
gible for TRICARE for Life and Veterans 
Administration benefits, but you may still 
need to supplement this coverage with a 
group health care plan from your employer 
or purchase it independently.

Build a budget. Getting a clear picture 
of your finances helps you make informed 
decisions. Look at your monthly income, 
expenses and savings to understand your 
starting point. 

One strategy you may find useful is the 
50/30/20 rule. With this, you divide your 
monthly take-home pay into three parts: 
50 percent for needs like housing, utilities, 
food and insurance, 30 percent for wants 
and 20 percent for savings and debt repay-
ment. 

Take essential financial steps. Your 
monthly budget should include building 
an emergency fund, paying down high-
rate debt and saving for retirement. It may 
help to use budgeting apps that categorize 
expenses and identify areas where you can 
cut back when necessary. 

Building an emergency fund becomes 
even more critical during transition. Aim 
for three to six months of cash savings to 
provide a safety net for living expenses 
while you establish your civilian career. 

Don’t overlook the available retirement 
planning tools. Even if you will have a 
pension, you might consider putting money 
into an IRA, or a 401k if one is available 
to you through a new employer, or into 
stocks and bonds to keep building toward 
your long-term goals. It’s also important to 
obtain a current Social Security statement 
since active-duty military pay FICA taxes. 

Leverage available resources. There 
are transition support programs through 
the military and the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs, which also offer debt 
relief programs and financial counseling 
services.

Consider connecting with a financial 
advisor who understands the unique chal-
lenges veterans face during and after tran-
sition. They can help you create a strategy 
that maximizes your benefits and helps 
position you for long-term success. 

Move forward with confidence. As 
Veteran Saves Week reminds us, small 
steps lead to lasting change. Your service 
has prepared you to overcome challenges 
– financial planning is just another mission 
you’re equipped to complete successfully.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com.

 

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

A financial 
roadmap for 

veterans
 entering 

civilian life
The light within 

the lanterns
Every October, as the days grow short 

and the evenings take on that crisp, wood-
smoke chill, our part of central Massachusetts 
seems to hum with anticipation. On porches 
from Leicester to West Brookfield, the first 
pumpkins appear. Little ghosts and superhe-
roes start rehearsing their polite thank-you’s. 
Porch lights flicker on, and a familiar glow 
warms the winding streets of Spencer and 
the Brookfields. Halloween has returned, and 
with it comes a kind of neighborly magic.

It’s easy to dismiss the holiday as make-be-
lieve—a night of costumes and candy. 
But look closer, and you’ll see something 
more enduring in those flickering lanterns. 
Halloween is one of the few nights of the 
year when nearly every door in town opens 
to a knock. In a time when we spend much 
of our lives behind screens and locked doors, 
this single evening calls us back into the sim-
ple rhythm of community. We greet strang-
ers, we laugh at creativity, and we share 
small gestures of generosity that add up to 
something much larger.

Parents walking the neighborhood this 
week will see that spirit everywhere. It’s 
in the effort of families who carve twenty 
pumpkins just to make the block feel festive. 
It’s in the police and fire crews who adjust 
their patrols to keep the sidewalks safe. It’s 
in the volunteers at the town’s trunk-or-treat 
events and the local businesses handing 
out cider and doughnuts downtown. There’s 
pride in all of it—the same quiet pride that 
defines these towns every season.

Halloween also reminds us of the power 
of imagination, something our communities 
need as much as our children do. The holiday 
gives us permission to be a little silly, a little 
daring, even a little mysterious. A cardboard 
sword or a thrift-store cape can turn an ordi-
nary kid into a hero. That same creative spark 
drives the volunteers who plan our parades, 
the teachers who turn classrooms into story-
book worlds, and the neighbors who trans-
form their lawns into haunted wonderlands. 
For one night, the world is less about who we 
are and more about who we can be.

And while Halloween celebrates the play-
ful side of fear, it also teaches a quiet kind of 
courage. Children learn to approach the unfa-
miliar with confidence. Adults are reminded 
that darkness isn’t something to hide from—
it’s something that makes the light shine 
brighter. A jack-o’-lantern’s grin, after all, 
means little without the shadows around it.

So as the costumed crowds gather and the 
candy bowls empty, let’s carry forward the 
better parts of this season. Keep your porch 
light glowing a little longer—not only for 
trick-or-treaters but for the neighbor who 
could use a friendly word. Check on an 
elderly resident who may not see the parade 
of visitors this year. Slow down on your eve-
ning drive through the village streets. Small 
courtesies like these turn a single night of 
festivity into a year-round habit of care.

When the pumpkins collapse and the dec-
orations are packed away, what remains is 
what matters most: the proof that even in a 
hurried world, we can still pause long enough 
to share laughter on a cool October night. 
The faces behind the masks are our friends, 
our families, and our future—and that, more 
than anything, is worth celebrating.
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To the Editor:

The reason we are where we are today 
is, not enough came out and voted to elect 
Harris.   If you voted for anyone else, or 
did not vote, then you are responsible for 
where we are today. It is easier to con 
someone than to convince them they were 
conned.

Many thanks to the hundreds who 
turned out in West Brookfield at the No 
Kings rally.   Having attended many of 
their summer concerts, rally attendees 
were along the curb where I would usu-
ally park, but having a handicap tag, I 
figured I could find something.   I ended 
up in the space behind the bandshell, 
where the entertainers usually park.  I was 
surprised to see new 30-minute parking 
sign, as certainly no concert is that short.  
I wonder who authored this, or whether it 
was created as a MAGA move against the 
weekly protesters. Because I walk with a 
cane, I did travel the length of the crowd 
and back, and visit with some friends and 
neighbors.  Because it was a marathon for 
me, I did not last to the end of the event, 
but a friend who did found her car being 
ticketed when she reached it.

If you think this was because of a 
prevailing interest in law enforcement, 
what are your thoughts on masked ICE 

agents who ignore due process and the 
rule of law being illegally (unconstitu-
tionally) assisted by federal troops while a 
President (king) who is immune from 
prosecution for breaking laws is now 
using his pardon power to simply ignore 
laws  as do his minions?

Speaking of law enforcement, why isn’t 
Section #3 of the 14th Amendment not 
being enforced?      It states that anyone 
who participates in or assists or supports 
an insurrection is banned from holding 
federal office unless that ban has been 
lifted by a two thirds vote of both houses.  
Did I miss it?

If the fact that he recruited the Jan. 6 
demonstrators and did not call out troops 
when Capitol was under siege was not 
enough, he pardoned beaters of Capitol 
police convicted of insurrection.

The variety of issues I saw protest-
ed ranged over the years of anti-Trump 
submissions I have made.   One thing is 
clear — no number of protests or protes-
tors will change a thing.   If you want to 
make America- America again, vote blue 
at every chance.   The price of failure is 
losing the chance.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

Did you vote?

To the Editor:
The news was bad on Fox. Millions 

of Democrats were holding a No Kings 
Day on Oct. 18. Word was out that 
this rabid, nasty group of Leftist Dems, 
probably part of Hamas, was out of 
control and marching in protest of our 
“Dear Leader!” They were going to riot 
and burn cities to the ground; they were 
armed and dangerous and hated America! 
Call out the troops!

On Oct. 19, we all got the “word.” No 
protest-related arrests anywhere, and the 
total of the marches nationwide rose to 
8.1 million! And the rallies and marches 
were world-wide. As I clutched my pearls 
in horror, I saw pictures of many events 
all over the country and the world. To 
my surprise, participants were joyous, 
peaceful, wore frog, chicken and dinosaur 
costumes, were singing and laughing. 
Children and dogs were playing and the 
music was upbeat. How can this be?

Those of you who know me understand 
the above is satire. I do not aspire to being 
part of any group that promotes anger, 
hatred and violence. You also know I am 

truthful, caring and have always done my 
best to make things better for families, 
children and communities. I am part 
of an amazing group that organized   a 
No Kings Day rally in a small town on 
Saturday. We had over 500 participants 
and volunteers who were peaceful and 
joyous. The costumes were hilarious, 
and the music outstanding. Our local 
police officers were a vigilant presence 
and had an impromptu ballgame with the 
children. I am so thankful and proud of 
those who attended. This gives me hope. 
This was definitely a “We the People” 
moment. 

I expect to receive nasty comments 
and criticism for this letter. That matters 
little to me. It is time for truth to win out 
and time to reach out our hands to each 
other, no matter our political affiliation. 
We must take back America now! Are 
you ready? What side of history will you 
be on?

Ann Toomey-Doane
West Brookfield

A moment of hope

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must include the 
author’s name, address, and a daytime 
phone number for purposes of verifica-
tion in order to be considered for pub-
lication. Only the author’s name and 
the town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted without all 
of the required information will not be 
accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Edi-
tor to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decency 
standards, and any submission may be 
rejected at any time for any reason he or 
she might deem appropriate.

To the Editor:
They say the hardships a soldier 

endures are best expressed by his or her 
feet. They carry them through this world, 
walk the dog, take them to school, and 
carry them on their first date.

Finally, they reluctantly speed him or 
her into the hell of combat time after 
time. It is no wonder that they remain 
behind as a lasting memory of his or her 
final charge. One that could have carried 

them to safety, but instead brought them 
unwanted glory and eternal loneliness.

These boots remain mired in the mud 
of the Mekong Delta, the deserts of 
Afghanistan and Iraq, and countless other 
countries.

Where they will be forgotten, just like 
the love, memories and hopes of the sol-
dier who wore them!

Hank Houghton
West Brookfield

To the Editor:

On Oct. 18, millions upon millions of 
Americans in over 2,500 cities and towns 
across the United States, including many 
of our towns,  joyfully participated  in 
“No Kings” rallies.  Like me, I think they 
participated to celebrate our local and  
national sense of community and shared 
value of American “for the people” sh 
democracy. 

Over 250 years, we, while never per-
fect, and often messy,  for the “Common 
Good,” we have almost always been 
willing to compromise and work together.  
Not only has this mainly worked well, it 
has most often earned us the respect of 
the entire the world.

Thanks to our 250 years old 
Constitutional democracy, our decent  
and good   American values and many 
unsung heroes like Kelly, Mattis, and 
Pelosi, our country survived  the first four 
years of Donald Trump.  

This time around, with what was the 
Republican party and others turned into 
servants of Donald Trump and his “Big 
Man” obsession with total power, “I rule 

America, I rule the world,” the situation 
is different.  

For him, it’s also about wealth with 
billions and billions of  dollars put into 
his and family pockets so far, with more 
to come. 

It’s also about Trump becoming more 
and more famous and spending more 
and more time in front of cameras rather 
working, even when government is shut 
down and millions of we Americans suf-
fer because of it. 

It’s also about Trump’s, Miller’s and 
Vought’s grand plans of destruction,  the 
White House itself being a terrible exam-
ple. 

However, it’s  also about anyone and 
anything that disagrees with our “Big 
Man,” whether it be American institu-
tions, the economy, our best friends and 
neighbors.  

We have much “No Kings” work to do.        

Kevin Kane
Spencer 

Boots

Our choice — democracy or a “Big Man”

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus
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15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 10/31 & SATURDAY 11/1

SEABASS 
AFTER 5:00 PM

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Come on in 
for a 

delicious 
meal! 

FIREPLACE FEASTS 
November through April

1700’s style feast, prepared on the open hearth
 of a great fieldstone fireplace. 

• Delicious Fireplace Roasted Prime Rib…
 you can even enjoy seconds! 

• Deep Dish Apple Pie with fresh Whipped Cream
• Mulling and chowder demonstrations 

• Horsedrawn wagon or sleigh ride, weather permitting Gift Certificates

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

At the time of 
writing today’s col-
umn, silver is sell-
ing for over $50 an 
ounce, while gold 
has sailed past the 
$4,000 per ounce 
mark. You’ve prob-
ably seen televi-
sion and newspaper 
ads telling you to 
trade your gold for 
cash. You may be 
asking yourself if 
you are better off 
selling your gold so 
it can be scrapped 
or if you should consign it 
with an auction house. The 
answer is: it depends.

If you have broken gold 
bracelets or damaged ster-
ling silver serving pieces, it 
may be fine to sell them to a 
dealer who will scrap them. 
Whether you sell or auction 
the damaged and broken 
pieces, you will receive less 
than the scrap value. Pieces 
may need to be melted, and 

the buyer needs 
to make a profit. 
Some choose to 
auction broken 
pieces as well.

There are many 
silver pieces that 
should not be 
scrapped. Having 
a complete set 
of sterling silver 
flatware or hol-
lowware serv-
ing pieces will 
appeal to col-
lectors or buy-
ers who plan to 

use them, and these sets 
should be sold at auction. 
Some sterling items are 
considered pieces of art and 
could command a premium. 
Georg Jensen, Tiffany, and 
patterns by famous mak-
ers like Gorham and Towle 
typically sell well above 
scrap prices. Antique pieces 
of sterling and coin silver 
by well-known silversmiths 
can also bring high prices. 

Coin silver is 90% silver 
(the same percentage as a 
U.S. silver coin) while ster-
ling is 92.5% silver.

Many of the reasons sil-
ver should head to auction 
also apply to gold. Tiffany 
& Co., Harry Winston, 
Cartier, and Van Cleef & 
Arpels are some of the 
makers that command a 
premium. Scrap dealers 
may not factor in the value 
of gemstones when buying 
jewelry. The gemstones and 
design of a piece can great-

ly increase its value. Gold 
comes in different purities 
with 10 karat being 42 per-
cent pure, 14 karat 58.5 per-
cent, and 18 karat being 
75 percent pure. The purity 
will of course impact the 
value. Auctioning your gold 
will ensure it reaches a wide 
audience. Instead of sell-
ing to one person, people 
from across the country or 
even across the world can 
compete to buy your items. 
Another plus is that the pro-
cess is transparent. You can 

see exactly what your piec-
es sold for and won’t be left 
wondering whether or not 
you were paid a fair amount 
for your valuables.

U.S. coins cannot legal-
ly be scrapped and melted. 
Some gold and silver coins 
may be worth just their 
value for the precious met-
als. Dimes, quarters, half 
dollars, and dollar coins 
from 1964 are made with 
90 percent silver. However, 
there are many factors that 
can make a coin more valu-
able. The condition, the 
date, the mintmark (the let-
ter that indicates the city 
where it was made), and 
different variations can turn 
a $10 coin into a $1,000 
coin. I’d recommend hav-
ing your coins checked 
before you accept their gold 
or silver value.

Knowing when to sell 
gold and silver can be a 
difficult decision, especially 
with fluctuations in value. 

Given the current prices, 
many people are finding 
there’s a silver lining when 
they go for the gold and 
auction their pieces.

We are always accept-
ing gold and silver for our 
auctions. Our single-collec-
tor Civil War memorabilia 
auction will be online next 
month. We are still accept-
ing consignments of paint-
ings, statues, vintage comic 
books, baseball cards, and 
other valuable antiques and 
collectibles. Please visit our 
website https://centralmas-
sauctions.com for links to 
upcoming events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction infor-
mation at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auct ioneer /Appra ise r 
Central Mass Auctions 
for Antique, Collectibles 
Auctions and Appraisal 
Services info@centralmas-
sauctions.com or 508-612-
6111.

Should you sell or auction gold or silver?

WAYNE 
TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

We all go through 
hard times. It begins 
quietly—a few rough 
days that turn into a 
few wrong turns. 
Then come the years 
of drifting, when com-
fort becomes craving 
and craving becomes 
chains. Maybe addiction 
shadowed those years, tak-
ing your peace, your peo-
ple, your time—until you 
wondered if you’d ever 
climb out.

Whatever the case, you 
only have two options: Let 
the past define you, or let 
the past refine you.

The truth is, the hard-
est seasons often build the 
strongest souls — if we let 
them.

I was always a Robert 
Downey, Jr. fan, and not 
just because of his incred-
ible talent as an actor, but 
because he’s one of those 
people who chose to let his 
past refine him rather than 
define him.

He was one of 
Hollywood’s brightest 
young stars—until years of 
chaos chipped away at his 
reputation, his finances, and 
his hope.

For a time, Downey’s life 
read like a cautionary tale. 
In 1996, he was arrested for 
drug possession; he missed 
required court-ordered drug 

tests, his house in 
Malibu was lost, 
and his career 
stalled. Studios 
labeled him unre-
liable. For many 
years, he struggled 
to find meaningful 
work, his public 

image tarnished, his poten-
tial derailed. Years of drift: 
opportunities lost, trust bro-
ken, momentum vanished. 
Friends, fans, and insiders 
began to write him off. 
Those years defined him—
for a while, at least. He was 
behind, and it showed.

Maybe you see some of 
yourself in that spiral — the 
regret, the exhaustion, the 
wondering if you’ll ever get 
another shot.

In an interview with 
Oprah Winfrey, he said, 
“It’s hard to get out of the 
barrel, it’s slippery around 
the edges, and people like to 
see you fall back in.”

Behind the headlines was 
a man fighting himself—
haunted by his addictions, 
uncertain if he’d ever climb 
back.

Something inside of him 
must have shifted. Downey 
embraced treatment and 
sobriety. He began return-
ing to the industry with 
more minor roles, rebuild-
ing trust. Soon, he became 
the face of the Marvel 
Studios universe as Tony 

Stark in Iron Man, launch-
ing a blockbuster run.

After a few years of 
focused effort, he effective-
ly erased the drag of the 
previous decade. He locked 
into a mission: sobriety, 
discipline, and proving 
his value. From near-ruin 
to “one of the most bank-
able stars in the world,” he 
flipped the narrative.

In a New York Times 
article titled “The Fall and 
Rise of Robert Downey, 
Jr.,” he admitted, “I under-
stand reversal of fortune; 
that usually comes from my 
own hand.”

The years of chaos didn’t 
vanish—they taught him—
but the next few years of 
focus reset his life. He qui-
eted the chaos. He said no 
to what destroyed him and 
yes to what healed him—
recovery, the twelve steps, 
yoga, meditation, and a 
renewed sense of purpose.

He aligned with a new 
vision, determined to shift 
his trajectory—with a laser 
focus. By 2008, his new 
career arc was in place. The 
decade of hurt became the 
foundation for his resur-
gence. The past refined 
him—not defined him.

Now, what about you? 
Maybe you’re looking at a 
past decade of “if onlys,” of 
being stuck, of things going 
sideways, and you’re ready 

to say: not anymore.

Eliminate distractions—
screens that snatch your 
attention, gossip that drains 
your energy, addictions that 
drain your soul, doubts that 
whisper “you can’t.”

It’s time to focus. It’s 
time to concentrate. The 
hole may be deep, carved 
by doubt or addiction, but 
you can still climb out. The 
light isn’t gone—it’s wait-
ing for you to remember 
it’s there.

It’s faint at first—but it 
burns brighter each time 
you take a step upward.

You don’t need to be per-
fect. You need to be present. 
You need to refocus. Focus 
is a superpower—and it 
doesn’t cost money or sta-
tus. It just asks for attention.

Your past? As hard as it is 
to believe, it doesn’t get to 
decide your tomorrow.

Just a couple of years 
of concentrated, consistent 
action can rewrite your next 
chapter. And when you 
decide to live like that, you 
begin to become unstop-
pable.

Focus, determination, and 
sobriety cut through confu-
sion, clear your vision, and 
remind you who you really 
are.

Sobriety

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

j j j j j j

Kamren is a resilient and fun-lov-
ing boy with a bright, inquisitive na-
ture. He has a wonderful ability to 
advocate for himself and share his 
needs, which speaks to his strength 
and self-awareness. Affectionate 
and engaging, Kamren’s genuine 
happiness and warmth make him 
a joy to be around. He might even 
describe himself as “super fun and 
always ready to play!” 
Kamren loves spending time out-

side, especially swinging and play-
ing active games with others. He 
also enjoys building with Legos and 
exploring activities that engage his 
senses, such as sand, water, and 
playdough. These experiences al-

low him to be creative and adventurous in his own way. 
When it comes to food, Kamren’s favorites include waffles, pasta, 

and ice cream—and he’ll never turn down a Sprite! 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22660622673 
 
    Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.              

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster 
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care.             

Kamren 
Age 8 

Registration #9052  

Town of Spencer
is seeking private 

snow plowers
for the 2025-2026 Winter 

Season.

If interested, please contact the 
Office of Utilities and Facilities,

 3 Old Meadow Road, 
Spencer, MA

Monday-Thursday 
8:00am – 5:00pm, 
call 508-885-7515

or on the Town website 
www.spencerma.gov 

Applications should be submitted 
as soon as possible.

The Town of Spencer is an equal 
opportunity employer. 

FOR SALE 
2017 HYUNDAI SONATA 

Only 85,000 Miles 
Great Condition. Runs Perfect. 

Looks Like New 
Call 413-544-9302 No Text 

Asking $8,400

774-200-7308

Hiring?
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:
ads@stonebridgepress.news

Phone:(774)200-7308

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph’s Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
Located in the church hall at 296 North 
Main St. North Brookfield 
Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the 
month from 5:00-6:30PM
the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12 
Noon-1:15PM
Any questions should be directed to the 
Rectory office 508 867-6469.
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community 
partner affiliated with the Worcester County 
Food Bank.      

OXFORD
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf
Oxford Community Center
4 Maple Road
Oxford, MA 01540
Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM              

ROCHDALE
The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church
674 Pleasant St.
Rochdale, MA
Distribution:  Every Monday from 12:00 - 
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.  

SOUTHBRIDGE
Saint John Paul II food pantry 
279 Hamilton Street 
Southbridge, MA 01550
Contact 508-765-3701
Distribution: Tuesday 3-5pm, 
Wednesday 9-11am
Southbridge and Sturbridge residents only 

Southbridge Food Share
Located at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 
lower level
446 Hamilton St, 
Southbridge, MA 01550
Email:
 Southbridgefoodshare.org@gmail.com
Phone: 508-764-6583
Open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
from 10:00 am to 11:15 am.

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, 
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, 
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

WEBSTER
Webster-Dudley Food Share
4 Church St #2
Webster, MA 0570
Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from 
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
 Dudley residents.
Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM  
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 

News, really close to home
StonebridgePress.com



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER   11 Friday, October 31, 2025

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

DUDLEY/ SOUTHBRIDGE 30+ ACRES
POTENTIAL FOR 4 FRONTAGE & LOTS

*Ideal for Privacy, Recreation, 
or Investment

*Build Your Dream Home and Keep 
Some Land for your Future Family Members 

or Investment

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

128 Old Southbridge Rd $745,000

27 West 
Applewood Dr. 
$649,900

CHARLTON- NEW TO MARKET

DUDLEY- $5000 BUYER INCENTIVE!

*Fantastic Location * 1.4 Acres
*Finished Lower Level

 Family Room
*3 Full baths * Central Air

*Central Vac * Lawn Sprinkler 
System 

*Fireplace * Main Bedroom
 Bath Updated Walkin Shower
***Shown by appointment***

*3 Bedroom *Hardwood Floors Throughout
*Every Efficient Construction *Gas Heat 

*Central/Gas Fireplace *2 Wooded Private acres
2 Victor Ave $429,900

 LEICESTER- Ranch

*1/2 acre lot *Open floor plan
*2 Car Garage *Vinyl Sided

NEW PRICE

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! 
THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS 
> Custom Built THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Prima-
ry BR Suites w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location 
provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full 
recreation activities  - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, 
friends & guests! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,050,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

Beautifully  updated 
farmhouse - 5 min. to 
the ocean. Nothing to 
do just to move in!! 2 
bed, 2 bath New Heat-
ing System, Central 
Air! Huge shed & deck! 
Oversized garage. 
3/4+ acre.  
assisted sale  $365,000

WATERFORD CT - 20 AVERY LN. 

SORRY, SOLD! 

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE 
W AT E R F R O N T ! 
jUST SIMPLY AN 
INCREDIBLE OP-
PORTUNITY! OVER 
31,000 SQ FT OF 
LAND! Summer 
Cottage on 9482 
SF of land.. 
assisted sale 

$1,199,900

SORRY, SOLD!

2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living area!  2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacious 
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of 
yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural 
light that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private enclosed rear 
entry with it’s own outside covered porch.  Updates were done to electric & 
roof to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $399,900.

Featured Listing 
DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island 
Cottage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, 

Clean & Well Maintained, Mod-
ern Conveniences w/the Charm 
of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood 

Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet 
Stove, Wrap-Around Screened 
Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full 
Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or 
Off-Season Water Use! 14,300 
SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of 
Shoreline.                    $595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style 
Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Webster 
Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat 
Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at this 
Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Wood 
Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic Tile Floors 
in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/
Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr, Dou-
ble-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/
Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Central 
AC! Garage $649,900.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

SORRY, SOLD!

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

Renovated + move-in ready lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/living w/
cathedral ceilings + wall of windows. Primary suite w/private bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 2nd Full 
bath. Lower level family room w/walkout to water. Wraparound deck, new vinyl railings, terraced 
yard, sandy beach, professional  landscaping. Many updates.                $775,000

Webster Lake – 
302 Killdeer Island  
PANORAMIC VIEWS! 

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/
enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4 
bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room, 
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51’ of sandy beachfront!         $799,000.

WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT LISTING!  KILLDEER RD    

ON DEPOSIT
ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
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CHARLTON — For Jamal Kimani, 
nursing isn’t just a career—it’s a calling 
built on perseverance, purpose, and per-
sonal transformation.

Today, Kimani is a Licensed Practical 
Nurse (LPN) with hands-on experience 
in complex clinical care and a future that 
points toward advanced practice nursing. 
But his journey to this point was anything 
but easy.

“Failing nursing school the first time 
was one of the most humbling and defining 
moments of my life,” Kimani reflected. “It 
tested not only my academic ability but 
also my resilience and sense of purpose.”

Instead of allowing that setback to define 
him, Jamal chose to rise. He returned 
to nursing school with renewed focus 
and determination, ultimately earning his 
Certificate in Practical Nursing from Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Academy (Class of 
2024) and passing the NCLEX-PN on his 
first attempt—an achievement he proudly 
calls his redemption.

While at Bay Path, Jamal deepened his 
professional development by earning certi-
fications in Mental Health First Aid, Stop 
the Bleed, and Dementia Care, demonstrat-
ing his commitment to providing holistic, 
compassionate care.

Professional growth and compassionate 
care

Since becoming licensed, Kimani has 
gained invaluable experience working at 
both Lutheran Rehabilitation and Holy 
Trinity Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, 
where he honed his expertise in Wound 
VAC therapy, G-tube management, trache-
ostomy care, and ostomy support.

He continues to strengthen his clini-
cal foundation through ongoing education, 
maintaining his HCP/BLS provider CPR 
certification and completing IV Therapy 
training. These achievements reflect his 
dedication to lifelong learning and to pro-
viding safe, skilled, and empathetic patient 
care.

A legacy of inspiration and mentorship
Behind Kimani’s journey stands a pro-

found source of inspiration—his mother, 

Dr. Jacque Kimani, DNP, 
MSN, APRN, PMHNP-
BC, a Psychiatric Doctor of 
Nursing Practice.

“As a psychiatric DNP 
and as Jamal’s mother, 
watching his growth has 
been one of the greatest 
joys of my life,” Dr. Kimani 
shared. “He fell, got back 
up, and transformed that 
setback into strength. He’s 
becoming not just a skilled 
nurse, but a compassionate 
leader whose purpose is 
rooted in empathy and per-
severance.”

Remarkably, the profes-
sional journeys of mother 
and son share a meaning-
ful connection through one 
mentor—Dr. Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, 
RN, CRRN. Dr. Bolandrina 
taught Dr. Jacque Kimani 
during her practical nurs-
ing studies at Massachusetts 
Bay Community College, 
and years later, served as 
Academy Director at Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, guiding Jamal 
through his own nursing 
education.

Reflecting on this rare generational 

link, Dr. Kimani expressed her gratitude: 
“You’ve done an amazing job! I am so glad 
my son was able to learn nursing from you. 
You’ve made a great impact in the nursing 
field as your former students have relocat-
ed all around the country. Please let Jamal 
and I know when your retirement party 
is—we would love to come and honor you, 
Professor.”

Looking ahead
Now, Jamal is preparing to take the 

next step in his academic and professional 
journey—enrolling in the RN program at 
Quinsigamond Community College this 
spring, with his long-term goal of earning 
his own Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) 
degree.

“I’ve learned that nursing isn’t just about 
medical skill—it’s about empathy, consis-
tency, and the drive to keep improving no 
matter how far you’ve come,” Jamal said.

From personal adversity to professional 
achievement, Jamal Kimani’s story serves 
as a powerful reminder that failure is not 
the end—it’s often the beginning of some-
thing greater.

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$1099.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$369.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$799.99

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

HUGE
TOY
DEPARTMENT!

HUNDREDS OF
E-BIKES!

1,000’S IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE PICKUP!
DON’T BUY ‘TILL YOU SEE US- 7 DAYS A WEEK!

SCARY-GOOD DEALS!

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

From setback to strength: A Bay Path LPN’s 
journey of resilience and redemption

Jamal Kimani

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
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stonebridge press.news


