
CHARLTON — Charlton 
takes roadside trash serious-
ly. Every year on the last 
Saturday in April, more than 
one hundred residents of all 
ages register for the Charlton 
Earth Day Roadside Clean 
Up. Their efforts yield big 
results. In 2026, residents 
filled a bin, supplied by 
Casella Waste Management, 
with 2.13 tons of trash and 
cleaned more than 75 percent 
of the local roads.

The bulk of the trash 
includes water bottles, soda 
cans, lottery tickets, coffee 
cups, cannabis containers, 
empty cigarette packs, food 

into good-paying, in-demand 
careers by removing the bar-
riers that often keep adults 
from going back to school 
or getting the training they 
need,” said Jibrael Younis, 
Operations Manager for 
Mass Hire, the state agency 
working with Bay Path to 
facilitate the CTI program. 
“We partner with vocation-
al schools like Bay Path to 
provide industry-focused 
training that leads directly to 
employment in fields where 
employers are actively hiring 
for jobs that provide sustain-
able, livable wages.”

Demand for the program 
continues to grow. Bay 
Path has scheduled cohorts 
through 2028, and applica-
tions for the next Building 
Maintenance cohort are open 
now, closing once the pro-
gram receives 24 applications 
or by Aug. 26, whichever 
comes first. The program is 
open to all Massachusetts 
residents 18 and older who 
qualify.

Among this cohort’s 
graduates are adult students 
charting distinct paths into 
the trades. One graduate 
is using the certificate as a 
springboard toward a career 

in building inspection.
“I was previously working 

in the IT field and that field is 
shrinking because of AI tech-
nology. I needed to develop 
a different skill set,” said Jeff 
from Worcester. “I feel good, 
I feel like I accomplished 
something, taking a first step 
down a path for a new skill 
set. Job hunting is my next 
step; I’m not sure if I’ll go 
back to the IT field or if I’m 
going to commit to switch-
ing over to facilities main-
tenance. Regardless, having 
the skillset will be valuable 
and even if I don’t do it for a 
job, I’ll save me thousands if 
not tens of thousands in the 
future with home repair and 
maintenance.”

“I wanted to further my 
education and knowledge,” 
said Anne from Worcester.  
“I liked being in the program; 
it helped me learn more 
things. I do renovations. I’m 
proud. It doesn’t hurt to do 
it; you get the knowledge, 
the experience, and you 
can go out and further your 
job opportunities and your 
resume. My plans after this 
are to find a job, find a house, 
and try to find something in 
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Ten adults, 200 hours, one new career path
Bay Path’s Career Technical initiative graduates third Building Maintenance cohort

Venture Community Services CEO 
appointed chair of ADDP Board

Local Mirick attorney recognized in 2027 
Edition of “The Best Lawyers in America”®

Nipping trash in the bud
Ted’s supports nip initiative

FRAMINGHAM — The Association of 
Developmental Disabilities Providers (ADDP), a 
statewide association representing community-based 
human services providers, today announced Mike 
Hyland, president and CEO of Venture Community 
Services, as its new board chair. His appointment 
comes after Diane Gould stepped down as board 
chair following her retirement as president and CEO 
of Advocates in July.

Hyland brings a deep history of nonprofit leader-
ship to his new role as board chair, including nearly 
13 years spent as the president and CEO of Venture 
Community Services in Sturbridge, which provides 
community day programs, residential services, and 
employment opportunities to people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities (IDD).

“ADDP will thrive under the direction and guidance 
of Mike Hyland as our new board chair,” said ADDP 
President and CEO Stephanie Costa. “With disabil-
ity services facing significant threats due to policy 
shifts in Washington, it’s critical now more than ever 
to have strong, experienced leaders supporting and 
defending the valuable work done by our profession. 
Mike’s expertise and core values will help move our 
mission forward for the providers in our association 
and the individuals who they support.”

“I am humbled to step into this new role and start 
building on the impactful legacy Diane Gould created 
within the human services sector,” said Hyland. “For 
decades, Diane paved the way for bold, innovative 
leadership. It’s an honor to follow in her footsteps 
and continue making strides for the communities we 
serve.”

Serving with Hyland on the board are: Vice Chair 
Chris Tuttle, president and CEO of Bridgewell in 
Peabody; Treasurer Brad Howell, CEO of Waystone 
Health and Human Services in Lawrence; and Clerk 
Dan Burke, president and CEO of Lifeworks, Inc. in 
Westwood.

ADDP today also announced the appointment of 
three new members to its Board of Directors: Jenny 
Duval, CEO of The Nemasket Group in Mattapoisett; 
Lauren Solotar, president and CEO of the May 
Institute in Randolph; and Jean Yang, president and 
CEO of Vinfen in Cambridge.

As CEO of The Nemasket Group, Duval leads a 
nonprofit human services organization that empowers 
individuals with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities, autism, acquired brain injury, and complex 
medical needs to live self-directed and meaningful 
lives. The agency provides residential, employment, 
community-based day, and family support services 
throughout Southeastern Massachusetts. She brings 
more than two decades of nonprofit leadership expe-

CHARLTON — Bay 
Path’s Career Technical 
Initiative (CTI) celebrated its 
third graduating class of adult 
learners on Aug. 12, honor-
ing 10 students who com-
pleted the 200-hour Building 
Maintenance certificate pro-
gram. The graduation lun-
cheon, held on Bay Path’s 
campus, brings the program’s 
total number of graduates 
to 30 since its launch in 
September 2024.

This cohort traveled to 
Charlton from Worcester, 
Spencer, South Grafton, 
Southbridge, Oxford, 
Shrewsbury and ranged 
from 22 to 50 years old. 
Each will leave the program 
with supports that can lead 
to job placement, OSHA 
10, Bloodborne Pathogens, 
Asbestos Awareness, Ladder 
Safety, Scaffolding Safety 
and Fall Protection certifi-
cations; a year of access to 
Interplay’s virtual reality 
trades training simulations 
and a fully stocked toolbox 
of the trade, presented at the 
ceremony in front of family 
and friends.

“The goal of this program 
is really to help people get 

Courtesy Photo

Seated, left to right: R. Zhou (Grafton), L. Pena (Southbridge), D.Raczka (Spencer), A. Vasquez (Worcester). 
From left to right, standing: Y. Mao (Grafton), W. Vega (Worcester), J. Wickens (Worcester), S. Shankara 
(Shrewsbury), J. Sweet (Worcester), and J. Watler (Worcester).
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WORCESTER — Mirick 
is proud to have 21 lawyers 
recognized in the 2027 edi-
tions of “The Best Lawyers 
in America.”

Firm partner Paul W. Carey 
was named the Best Lawyers 
2027 Bankruptcy and Creditor 
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and 
Reorganization Law “Lawyer 
of the Year”. The honors are 
awarded annually to only one 
lawyer per practice area in 
each region with extremely 
high overall feedback from 
their peers, making it an 
exceptional distinction.

In addition, 20 Mirick attor-
neys were recognized in “The 
Best Lawyers in America” for 
the 2027 edition, including 
Kathryn Calo, of Sturbridge, 
a specialist in Family Law 
Aribitration, who was select-
ed by her peers for inclu-
sion in “The Best Lawyers 
in America”® (2027 Edition) 

for Family Law Arbitration. 
Calo is a partner in the Family 
and Divorce Group at Mirick. 
She has more than a decade 
of family law experience and 
focuses her practice on all 
aspects of family law, includ-
ing divorce and child custody 
litigation, regularly appearing 
in probate and district courts 
on behalf of her clients.

Since it was first published 
in 1983, Best Lawyers has 
become universally regarded 
as the definitive guide to legal 
excellence. Best Lawyers rec-
ognitions are compiled based 
on an exhaustive Purely Peer 
Review evaluation, draw-
ing on confidential evalua-
tions from tens of thousands 
of leading lawyers around 
the world. Lawyers are not 
required nor allowed to pay 
a fee to be listed; therefore, 
inclusion in Best Lawyers is 
considered a singular honor.
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is 
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road, 
248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org,
 Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St.  248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale 
(508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12 
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm.  Daily 
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
•Elm Street Congregational Church, 
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone:  508-764-8085 • Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
•Faith Baptist Church, 
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
 Phone number 508-764-6132,
 Worship Service:  Sunday 10::00 a.m.
•  St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862, 
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England District 
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office 
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street - 
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor 
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
 Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and
 Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
•Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
•St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
 Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 &  8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church 
(508) 765-3701

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays..............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.......................................................Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)
For library hours please check

 www.charltonlibrary.org
Police Department (248-2250)

Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School........... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

and 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
FISKDALE: 508-347-6486

Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463

Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451

Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
WALES: 413-245-9808

Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 
Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

WALES PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mon, Tu & Th 2-6, W 12-6, Sat 9-12 

closed Fri & Sun

Southbridge Town Hall

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 will 

be our last open Saturday until Labor 
Day) Sunday: Closed  

Real Estate
Charlton
$607,500, 67 S Charlton Shore 

Rd, Hauge Sr, Peter, and Hauge, 
Lisa, to Menard 3rd, Richard A, 
and Menard, Katie A.

$580,000, 5 Eleanor Ln, Edtl, 
Gary, and Edtl, Anna, to Skerry, 
Michael, and Pepe, Gina.

$312,000, 53 Gale Rd, Auger, 
Chrisitne A, to Auger, Jared 
Anthony.

$145,000, N Sturbridge Rd, 
Pollone, Anthony L, and Pollone, 
Heidi A, to Lapointe, Zachary.

$55,000, Prindle Hill Rd, 
Spritzer, Janice A, to G Kady 
Builders Inc.

HOLLAND
$448,500, 15 Craig Rd, 15 

Craig Rd Rt, and Asselin, Carole, 
to Strycharz, Clair.

SOUTHBRIDGE

September Gardening Tips from the Charlton Garden Club

$495,000, 50 Fairlawn Ave, 
Victor, Amerlin, to Kollie, 
Patience, and Bleh, Tony.

$450,000, 352 Durfee St, 
Lawrence Ft, and Lawrence, 
Richard J, to Aponte, Militza, and 
Rivera, Kevin.

$447,000, 28 Margaret St, 
Munro, Doreen A, and Munro, 
Timothy A, to Yepes, Natalia 
Romero, and Agudelo, Juan 
Mazo.

$423,000, 119 Chestnut St, 
Lauretano, Lisa J, to Ettinger, 
Alex A.

$398,000, 449 Hamilton 
St, Pena-Lopez, Carolina, and 
Penalopez, Carolina, to Martinez, 
Ivan.

$385,000, 11 Glover St, 
Rodriguez, Gerber, and 
Hernandez, Irma A, to Gilbert, 
Dylan, and Dalier, Aliyah.

$370,000, 93 Chapin St, Arns, 
Janet M, to Ayala, Katherine O.

$355,000, 585 Charlton St, 
Rodriguez, Mary E, and Rodriguez 
Jr, Orlando, to Fenderson, Paul, 
and Fenderson, Casey.

$270,000, 9 South St, Espino, 
Ana Mercedes, and Reyes, Jose 
R, to Baez, Henry, and Baez, 
Adela.

$220,200, 11 Stony Brook 
Dr #1, Quinn, Kimberly A, to 
Vecchia, Tracy L, and Bergman, 
Dina M.

$100,000, 20 North St, Italian 
Amer Assoc Of Sou, to 70 Foster 
Street LLC.

STURBRIDGE
$520,000, 8 Stony Brook Dr, 

Hart, Elisabeth, to Odell, Donald 
M, and Gilmore, Samantha.

$400,000, 74 River Rd, 
Madel, Roberta S, to Hathaway, 
Samantha, and Siniscalchi, 
Angelo.

$375,000, 62 River Rd, Henk, 
Linda, to Ferschke, Jarrett.

1. Now is the time to de-thatch 
and aerate lawns to promote root 
growth if necessary.

2. Remove and compost 
spent, disease-free annuals and 
fallen leaves.

3. If frost threatens, bring 
houseplants indoors.

4. Pot up or propagate herbs to 
bring indoors for winter use.

5. Fall is a great time to plant 
trees and shrubs. The new plants 
will have several months to grow 
new roots and will be ready to 
grow early next spring.  Consider 
adding some plants with great 
fall color.

6. Continue to aerate and 
moisten compost pile to speed 
decomposition.

7. Plant peonies now, but make 
sure the crowns are buried only 
one and a half to two inches 
below ground level. Planting 
them deeper than two inches may 
keep them from blooming.

8. If pesky seedlings of woody 
plants, such as maple, elm or hack-
berry are found growing in your 
yard, remove them as soon as pos-
sible so they won’t take over gar-
dens and other landscape plantings.

9. Start thinking about pur-
chasing spring blooming bulbs. 
Plant them for early color in the 
landscape.

10.  September is a great 
time to seed or overseed lawns. 
Limestone can be applied if the 
pH needs to be raised.

Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation 
(Requester Publications Only)

1. Publication Title 2. Publication Number 3. Filing Date 

4. Issue Frequency 5. Number of Issues Published Annually 6. Annual Subscription Price  
 (if any)

8. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of Publisher (Not printer) 

9. Full Names and Complete Mailing Addresses of Publisher, Editor, and Managing Editor (Do not leave blank) 
Publisher (Name and complete mailing address) 

Editor (Name and complete mailing address) 

Managing Editor (Name and complete mailing address) 

10. Owner (Do not leave blank. If the publication is owned by a corporation, give the name and address of the corporation immediately followed by the  
 names and addresses of all stockholders owning or holding 1 percent or more of the total amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation, give the  
 names and addresses of the individual owners. If owned by a partnership or other unincorporated firm, give its name and address as well as those of  
 each individual owner. If the publication is published by a nonprofit organization, give its name and address.) 

11. Known Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Security Holders Owning or Holding 1 Percent or More of Total Amount of Bonds, Mortgages, or  
 Other Securities. If none, check box.

PS Form 3526-R, July 2014 [Page 1 of 4 (See instructions page 4)]   PSN: 7530-09-000-8855

None

7. Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication (Not printer) (Street, city, county, state, and ZIP+4®) 

_

Contact Person

Telephone (Include area code)

Full Name Complete Mailing Address

Complete Mailing AddressFull Name

12. Tax Status (For completion by nonprofit organizations authorized to mail at nonprofit rates) (Check one)

Has Not Changed During Preceding 12 Months
Has Changed During Preceding 12 Months (Publisher must submit explanation of change with this statement.)

The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of this organization and the exempt status for federal income tax purposes:

PRIVACY NOTICE: See our privacy policy on www.usps.com.

CHARLTON VILLAGER 0 2 4 9 5 4 08/21/26

WEEKLY 52 0

PO BOX 90, SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 764-4325

PO BOX 90, SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550

FRANK CHILINSKI, PO BOX 90, SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550

BRENDAN BERUBE, PO BOX 90, SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550

STONEBRIDGE PRESS, INC. PO BOX 90, SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550

PS Form 3526-R, July 2014 (Page 2 of 4)

Extent and Nature of Circulation  Average No. Copies 
Each Issue During 
Preceding 12 Months

No. Copies of Single 
Issue Published 
Nearest to Filing Date

15.

14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below13.  Publication Title

a.  Total Number of Copies (Net press run)

In-County Paid/Requested Mail Subscriptions stated on PS Form 3541.  
(Include direct written request from recipient, telemarketing, and Internet 
requests from recipient, paid subscriptions including nominal rate subscriptions, 
employer requests, advertiser’s proof copies, and exchange copies.)

d. Non- 
     requested  
 Distribution  
 (By mail 
 and   
 outside  
 the mail)

b.  Legitimate       
 Paid and/or 
     Requested 
     Distribution   
 (By mail   
 and    
 outside   
 the mail)

c.  Total Paid and/or Requested Circulation (Sum of 15b (1), (2), (3), and (4))

Outside County Paid/Requested Mail Subscriptions stated on PS Form 3541.  
(Include direct written request from recipient, telemarketing, and Internet 
requests from recipient, paid subscriptions including nominal rate subscriptions, 
employer requests, advertiser’s proof copies, and exchange copies.)

(1)

(2)

(4) Requested Copies Distributed by Other Mail Classes Through the USPS 
(e.g., First-Class Mail®)

Sales Through Dealers and Carriers, Street Vendors, Counter 
Sales, and Other Paid or Requested Distribution Outside USPS® (3)

Nonrequested Copies Distributed Outside the Mail (Include pickup stands, 
trade shows, showrooms, and other sources) (4)

(1)
Outside County Nonrequested Copies Stated on PS Form 3541 (include 
sample copies, requests over 3 years old, requests induced by a premium, 
bulk sales and requests including association requests, names obtained 
from business directories, lists, and other sources)

(2)
In-County Nonrequested Copies Stated on PS Form 3541 (include sample 
copies, requests over 3 years old, requests induced by a premium, bulk 
sales and requests including association requests, names obtained from 
business directories, lists, and other sources)

(3)
Nonrequested Copies Distributed Through the USPS by Other Classes of 
Mail (e.g., First-Class Mail, nonrequestor copies mailed in excess of 10% 
limit mailed at Standard Mail® or Package Services rates)

Total Distribution (Sum of 15c and e)f.

Total Nonrequested Distribution [Sum of 15d (1), (2), (3) and (4)]e.

Copies not Distributed (See Instructions to Publishers #4, (page #3))g.

Total (Sum of 15f and g)h.

Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation 
(15c divided by 15f times 100)

i.

* If you are claiming electronic copies, go to line 16 on page 3. If you are not claiming electronic copies, skip to line 17 on page 3.

CHARLTON VILLAGER 08/07/26

REQUESTER

1709 1696

1701 1688

1701 1688

0 0

0 0

1701 1688

8 8

1709 1696

100% 100%

Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation 
(Requester Publications Only)

16. Electronic Copy Circulation Average No. Copies 
Each Issue During 
Previous 12 Months

No. Copies of Single 
Issue Published 
Nearest to Filing Date

a. Requested and Paid Electronic Copies

b. Total Requested and Paid Print Copies (Line 15c) + Requested/Paid Electronic Copies
(Line 16a)

c. Total Requested Copy Distribution (Line 15f) + Requested/Paid Electronic Copies
(Line 16a)

d. Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation (Both Print & Electronic Copies)
(16b divided by 16c Í 100)

I certify that 50% of all my distributed copies (electronic and print) are legitimate requests or paid copies.

18. Signature and Title of Editor, Publisher, Business Manager, or Owner Date

I certify that all information furnished on this form is true and complete. I understand that anyone who furnishes false or misleading information on this form 
or who omits material or information requested on the form may be subject to criminal sanctions (including fines and imprisonment) and/or civil sanctions 
(including civil penalties).

17. Publication of Statement of Ownership for a Requester Publication is required and will be printed in the
issue of this publication.

PS Form 3526-R, July 2014 (Page 3 of 4) PRIVACY NOTICE: See our privacy policy on www.usps.com.

CHARLTON VILLAGER

0 0

X

08/28/26

ACCOUNTING SPECIALIST/CIRCULATION 08/18/26



CARLISLE, Pa. 
— Jocelyn Renae 
Mrotek, a rising 
sophomore inter-
national studies 
major at Dickinson 
College, has been 
named to the dean's 
list for the spring 
2026 semester.

A graduate 
of Tantasqua 
Regional High 
School, Mrotek 
is the daughter of 
Douglas and Sharon 
Mrotek of Fiskdale. 
All students earning 
a position on the 
dean's list-a recog-
nition of academic 
excel lence-must 
have a grade-point 
average of 3.7 or 
above on a 4.0 GPA 
scale for the semes-
ter.

Dickinson is a 
nationally recog-
nized institution 
chartered in 1783 in 
Carlisle, Pa. With an 
enrollment of 2,100 
students, Dickinson 
emphasizes small 
classes with exten-
sive opportunities 
for research, field-
work and intern-
ships in each of our 
46 majors. Our dis-
tinctive educational 
approach translates 
into a competitive 
edge, leading grad-
uates into a job or 
graduate school 
within one year. 
Dickinson has one 
of the top off-cam-
pus study programs 
in the nation and 
was one of the 
first colleges in the 

country to achieve 
carbon neutrality. 
www.dickinson.
edu

SOUTHBRIDGE 
— The Southbridge 
Cultural Council 
announces that 
applications for the 
2027 grant funding 
cycle will become 
available only 
online to www.
massculturalcoun-
cil.org.

The official sub-
mission cycle for 
2027 begins on 
Sept. 1, and ends on 
Oct. 15 at 11.59 p.m. 

No applications 
are accepted after 
the official dead-
line established by 
the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, 
Boston. Officially 
required is that 
all 2027 appli-
cants review and 
understand the 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Cultural Council 
and the Southbridge 
Cultural Council 
specific criteria 

online before sub-
mission of the grant 
application.

The Southbridge 
Cultural Council 
(SCC), a local 
agency, is part of 
the overall grant 
program of the 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Cultural Council 
(MCC), a state 
agency, providing 
grant allocations 
to each of the 351 
cities and towns of 

the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts in 
support of cultural 
activities in their 
respective areas. 
The Massachusetts 
Cultural Council 
is funded by the 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Legislature and 
the National 

Endowment for the 
Arts.

For questions 
of the 2027 grant 
cycle, please call 
Michelle LeBoeuf, 
SCC Chairperson 
at 508-764-4803 or 
Ted Bartlett, SCC 
Treasurer at 508-
764-7909.

306 Main St., Sturbridge
508-347-2512
mayent@cwmars.org

The Library will be closed Monday, 
September 7 for Labor Day.

Basic Tech Help - Wednesdays from 
5:00pm to 7:00pm. Free tech assistance. 
Bring your own device or use our avail-
able computers. Making an appointment is 
encouraged.

STORY TIMES
Fall Baby Time - Mondays at 10:45am. 

September 14 through November 23. A story 
time designed specifically for children 2 
years and under.

Fall Toddler Time - Tuesdays at 10:45am. 
September 1 through November 24. A play-
based story time where each week brings 
something different.

Fall Story Time - Fridays at 10:45am. 
September 4 through November 27. Stories, 
songs, rhymes, and a craft. Designed for chil-
dren ages 3 to 5 but open to all kids.

BOOK GROUPS
Armchair Travelers Book Group - 

Wednesday, September 16 at 6:30pm. This 
month’s book is “The Searcher” by Tana 
French. The discussion will be led by Sandra 
Gibson-Quigley. Books are available at the 
library.

Afternoon Book Group - Tuesday, 
September 22 at 1:00pm. This month’s book 
is “The Astral Library” by Kate Quinn. 
Books are available at the library.

World Building Book Club - Tuesday, 
September 22 at 6:30pm. This month’s book 
is “The Night Circus” by Erin Morgenstern. 
Books are available at the library.

EVENTS AND PROGRAMS
Back to School Scavenger Hunt - Stop 

by the Children’s Room any time during the 
month of September, complete the scavenger 
hunt and earn a small prize.

Make-It Mondays - Toadstool Lantern. 
Monday, September 14 at 3:30pm. We will 
be transforming a simple jar into a glowing 
toadstool with tea lights and wiggle eyes. 
For children ages 7 to 12. Registration is 
required. Children must be accompanied by 
an adult caregiver.

Pokemon Club - Thursday, September 17 

at 6:00pm. Themed activities and fun! Kids 
can bring their cards if they would like.

Author Manisha Sinha: The Rise and 
Fall of the Second American Republic: 
Reconstruction, 1860-1920 - At the Senior 
Center. Thursday, September 24 at 7:00pm. 
From the University of Connecticut, histo-
rian Manisha Sinha has written major books 
on American history, slavery, abolition, and 
Reconstruction.

Make-It Mondays - Monday, September 
28 at 3:30pm. Join the Library for a fun an 
creative craft. For children ages 7 to 12. 
Registration is required. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult caregiver.

“Death on Mount Washington” with 
Author Randy Minetor - Virtual. Monday, 
September 28 at 7:00pm. Author Randy 
Minetor will discuss her book “Death on 
Mount Washington: Stories of Accidents and 
Foolhardiness on the Northeast’s Highest 
Peak”. Registration is required.

Spark Notes: A Couple’s Guide to 
Menopause, Intimacy, and Communication. 
Virtual. Tuesday, September 29 at 6:00pm. 
Midlife brings real physical changes, and if 
you are only talking about them with your 

doctor or friends, you are missing half the 
picture. Join Kelly Tull, WHNP-BC, meno-
pause and sexual health specialist, and her 
husband Adam for a couples-focused eve-
ning. Registration is required.

AI Literacy for All - Wednesday, 
September 30 at 6:30pm. What is AI and 
how is it being used today are just a few of 
the topics that will be covered. Presented by 
Tim Hagberg. Registration is required.
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Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

j j j j j j

Jeremiah is a curious, silly, and 
thoughtful child with a playful person-
ality and a love for exploring new inter-
ests. While he may be shy at first, his 
fun sense of humor and unique person-
ality shine through as he becomes more 
comfortable with those around him. Jer-
emiah enjoys staying active and has a 
strong interest in sports, especially bas-
ketball. He is excited to begin playing 
flag football and looks forward to being 
part of a team and building new skills. 
When it is time to relax, Jeremiah en-
joys playing video games and express-
ing his creativity through activities like 
drawing. With his curiosity, imagination, 

and positive spirit, Jeremiah continues to discover new passions and grow 
his confidence. He would thrive with a family who appreciates his individu-
ality, encourages his interests, and supports him as he builds relationships 
and experiences new opportunities. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22558031716 

Can I Adopt?             
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.  

Jeremiah 
Age 11 

Registration #7400 

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

SPRING
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com

Pets Are People Too
Professional in home pet care

Call or text 774-402-2383
www.petsarepeopletoopc.com

• Daily Walks And Potty Breaks
• Overnight & Vacation Care
• 20 Years Experience In The Veterinary Field
• Certified Veterinary Assistant
• Fully Insured

Fall & Holiday 
Craft Fair

Saturday, September 19, 2026
9:00 am – 3:00pm

St. Josephs Parish Hall
10 H Putnam Rd Ext., Charlton, Mass

 SHOP LOCAL ARTISANS
•Handmade Crafts •Knitwear & Textiles
•Holiday Ornaments • Original Artwork

•Unique Gifts & Decor • Raffles & Live Music 
•Fancy Flea Corner • Fall Food to Enjoy!

JOIN US IN A DAY OF COMMUNITY FUN
 AND HOLIDAY SHOPPING

HalloweenHalloween

ThanksgivingThanksgiving ChristmasChristmas

Joshua Hyde Public Library

Applications welcome for 
Southbridge Cultural Council grants

Local resident named 
to Dean’s List at 

Dickinson College



Feeling finan-
cially fulfilled 
means so much 
more than just the 
number in your 
bank account. It's 
about being able 
to take your family 
out to dinner with-
out calculating 
whether you can 
afford it. It means 
sleeping soundly 
on a Sunday night, 
knowing that if the 
water heater gives 
out tomorrow, you 
can handle it. And 
it's saying yes to 
a vacation because 
you planned ahead, and the money is there.

In short, financial fulfillment is the feeling that your money is 
supporting the life you want.

Yet true fulfillment is surprisingly rare. Only 16 percent of 
Americans are financially fulfilled, according to a 2026 study by 
Edward Jones and Gallup, “Money and Meaning: Understanding 
Financial Fulfillment." Those at the other end of the spectrum, 
the financially stressed (32 percent), often say that money regu-
larly controls their daily decisions. Most Americans (51 percent), 
however, fall in the middle — the financially conflicted. They 
manage to get by but often carry a persistent undercurrent of 
worry.

Notably, where you land on this spectrum has less to do with 
your income than you might expect. More than half of house-
holds earning $175,000 or more are still financially conflicted.

Building the foundation
So, the question becomes, "What do financially fulfilled peo-

ple do differently?" Simply put, they tend to have foundational 
planning structures in place. Five behaviors show up consistently 
among the financially fulfilled, and they're simple steps you can 
take, too.

• Build an emergency fund (98 percent of fulfilled have this). 
Aim for saving three to six months of living expenses in a liquid, 
easily accessible account. When you know you can handle the 

unexpected, you 
stop bracing for it, 
and lower stress 
gives you a higher 
quality of life.

• Create a finan-
cial plan for retire-
ment (91 percent 
of financially ful-
filled have one). 
It’s hard to feel 
in control if you 
don’t know where 
you’re going. A 
retirement plan 
puts a real num-
ber on what you’ll 
need and lays out 
a clear path to get 
there, with built-

in protection against life's unexpected curveballs.
• Save intentionally for major milestones (87 percent of finan-

cially fulfilled do). A home renovation, a new vehicle or a child’s 
education don't have to feel disruptive. Setting money aside 
deliberately for the milestones you anticipate means you can say 
yes without scrambling.

• Put an estate plan in place (66 percent of financially fulfilled 
have). Estate plans are not just for the wealthy. A will and basic 
estate plan help ensure what you’ve worked for still reflects your 
wishes after you’re gone.

• Work with a financial advisor (60 percent of financially 
fulfilled who sought any guidance have used an advisor in the 
past year). The internet is great, but real guidance comes from a 
credentialed person who knows you and your family and what 
you want your money to do for you.

Knowing that your money is working toward the life you want 
doesn't happen by accident. Feeling financially fulfilled is worth 
the effort and may be more achievable than you realize.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, 
your local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, Member 
SIPC

There are certain 
objects in a house 
that apparently do 
not belong to anyone. 
Scissors are one of 
them.

My wife and I have 
purchased enough pairs 
of scissors during our 
marriage that, mathe-
matically speaking, we 
should be able to open 
a small barber shop. Yet 
when I actually need a 
pair, there are none to 
be found.

This happened again 
recently when I needed 
to cut the tag off something. Simple job. Thirty seconds, 
maximum.

I opened the kitchen drawer where the scissors are sup-
posed to live. No scissors.

I checked the other kitchen drawer, even though scissors 
have never lived there. No scissors.

Then came the junk drawer, which is less a drawer than 
an archaeological site. I found three expired coupons, sev-
eral batteries of uncertain strength, a key that nobody can 
identify, two rolls of tape and a tiny screwdriver apparently 
designed to repair eyeglasses. But no scissors.

At this point, I asked my wife the question every married 
person eventually asks. “Have you seen the scissors?” This 
is different from asking, “Where are the scissors?”

The second question suggests that the other person has 
some responsibility for their disappearance. After three 
decades of marriage, you learn these distinctions.

She had not seen them. Or, more accurately, she had not 
seen “the good scissors.”

That was when I remembered that our house has catego-
ries of scissors. There are the good scissors. There are the 
old scissors. There are the little scissors.

There are scissors that came with some kind of sewing kit 
and are apparently forbidden for ordinary use.

And somewhere, allegedly, there is a pair of scissors in the 
garage. I went to investigate.

Anyone who has ever entered a garage looking for one 
specific item knows how this goes.

You begin with scissors. Ten minutes later, you are hold-
ing an extension cord, wondering why you own four nearly 
empty cans of spray paint and trying to remember when you 
bought a snow shovel with a cracked handle.

I did find a pair of pruning shears, but even I understood 
that using those to remove a clothing tag would represent an 

unnecessary escalation.
So I returned to 

the house. By now, 
the original task had 
become irrelevant. This 
was no longer about 
cutting a tag. This was 
about solving a mys-
tery.

I checked the desk. I 
checked a basket in the 
living room. I looked 
in the drawer where we 
keep pens, even though 
the pens themselves 
rarely seem to be there. 
Then I spotted them.

The scissors were sit-
ting on a table approximately six feet from where I had 
begun my search.

I picked them up triumphantly.
My wife looked over.
“Those aren’t the good scissors,” she said.
Apparently, victory has many definitions. I cut the tag 

anyway.
Later that day, I started thinking about all the other house-

hold objects that seem to operate under the same rules. Tape 
measures vanish immediately after being used. Pens migrate 
from room to room. Flashlights are plentiful until the power 
goes out. The one screwdriver you need is always missing 
from the otherwise complete set.

And socks? I am not even going to discuss socks. Some 
mysteries are beyond the reach of science.

What fascinates me is that these things never seem to 
disappear permanently. They merely go somewhere else for 
a while.

A missing tape measure eventually appears on a work-
bench. The flashlight turns up in the car. A pen emerges from 
underneath a pile of mail.

And the scissors will inevitably return to the kitchen 
drawer.

That is, until the next time I need them.
I suppose every home has its own small ecosystem, with 

objects circulating mysteriously among rooms and family 
members. Maybe that is why, after all these years, I have 
stopped asking who moved something.

There is rarely a satisfactory answer. Besides, I have 
learned the safest approach.

When you finally find the scissors, use them quickly. Then 
put them back exactly where they belong.

That way, when they disappear again, you can be absolute-
ly certain it was somebody else.
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Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the 

author’s name, address, and a daytime 
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for 
publication. Only the author’s name 
and the town in which they reside will 
be published. Letters submitted with-
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It is the sole prerogative of the Editor 
to determine whether a submission 
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standards, and any submission may be 
rejected at any time for any reason he 
or she might deem appropriate.
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Training adults for the
jobs communities need
For many adults, changing careers sounds 

simple in theory and daunting in practice.
Going back to school can mean tuition costs, 

transportation problems, childcare responsibili-
ties and the uncomfortable prospect of entering 
a classroom after years away from formal 
education. Even when someone knows a bet-
ter-paying career may be within reach, the 
obstacles between the old job and the new one 
can be enough to keep that opportunity out of 
reach.

That is why the continued growth of Bay Path 
Regional Vocational Technical High School’s 
Career Technical Initiative deserves attention.

On Aug. 12, Bay Path celebrated the 
third graduating class of its adult Building 
Maintenance certificate program. Ten graduates 
completed 200 hours of training, bringing the 
program to 30 graduates since its launch in 
September 2024.

Thirty people may not sound like an enor-
mous number when discussing statewide work-
force needs. At the community level, however, 
those numbers matter.

These are adults from Worcester, Spencer, 
South Grafton, Southbridge, Oxford, 
Shrewsbury and elsewhere who arrived in 
Charlton looking for another opportunity. They 
ranged in age from 22 to 50, an important 
reminder that education and career training 
should not have an expiration date. Their rea-
sons for enrolling are equally important.

One graduate came from the information 
technology field and saw the training as a way 
to develop a different set of skills amid changes 
in his industry. Another already had renovation 
experience but wanted additional knowledge 
and credentials that could lead to better employ-
ment opportunities.

Those are examples of what workforce devel-
opment should accomplish. It should meet peo-
ple where they are and give them practical tools 
to move forward.

Bay Path's program goes beyond a certifi-
cate. Graduates leave with safety credentials, 
access to additional virtual trades training and 
a toolbox stocked for the trade. Through the 
partnership with MassHire, participants can 
also receive career coaching, connections with 
employers and assistance addressing barriers 
such as transportation and childcare.

That last piece should not be overlooked.
An adult with a family and financial obli-

gations cannot necessarily put life on hold for 
several months to retrain. Successful workforce 
programs recognize that reality. Helping some-
one get into the classroom is important. Helping 
that person remain there long enough to finish 
the program is equally important. 

There is also a broader benefit for Southern 
Worcester County. Employers continue to need 
workers who can maintain buildings, repair 
vehicles, install electrical systems, work in 
HVAC, weld, manufacture products and per-
form the many other skilled jobs that keep busi-
nesses, schools, municipal buildings and homes 
functioning.

Bay Path already has the classrooms, shops, 
equipment and technical expertise necessary to 
teach those skills. Opening those resources to 
adults outside the traditional school day makes 
good use of a public educational institution that 
has served the region for more than five decades.

The demand speaks for itself. Bay Path has 
cohorts scheduled through 2028 and offers CTI 
training not only in building maintenance but 
also diesel technology, HVAC, electrical, weld-
ing, automotive collision repair, automotive 
technology, culinary arts and manufacturing.

Vocational education has traditionally been 
viewed as one path available to teenagers decid-
ing what comes after high school. Programs 
such as this demonstrate that it can be some-
thing more. A 22-year-old can need a new 
direction. So can a 35-year-old or a 50-year-old.

A strong regional workforce depends partly 
on making sure people have realistic opportuni-
ties to learn new skills throughout their working 
lives. Bay Path and its partners are building that 
opportunity in Charlton, one graduating class 
at a time.

By CHARLES

Lanterns Along
Main Street

The annual mystery of the 
missing household scissors

What does financial
fulfillment actually feel like?

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus
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Morse Lumber Co., Inc.Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

42 Central St, Southbridge MA
(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

WE BUY GOLD
Trusted with

Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

You can't predict the future, so plan for it.
Let's talk about your options.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Friday price 8/21/26 was $4.75 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email:

mikaela@
stonebridge press.news

Wales Community Pantry announces first-ever fundraising golf tournament

Southbridge Public Schools offers meals at no cost for students

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District sets public 
information meeting regarding Sept. 29 special election

FISKDALE — The Wales Community 
Pantry today announced its first annual fund-
raising golf tournament, inviting the com-
munity to swing for a cause that hits close to 
home. The event will take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, with a 9 a.m. start at Hemlock Ridge 
Golf Course in Fiskdale.

This is more than a day on the course. 
It is a chance to stand with neighbors and 
families who face the stress of not knowing 
whether there will be enough food for din-
ner. Or breakfast. In just the past two years, 
the number of people the pantry serves has 
roughly tripled. Hundreds of families across 
Brimfield, Holland, Wales, and more than 
20 surrounding communities now rely on 
the pantry for nutritious food provided with 
dignity. The pantry also sends weekend food 
home with 85 elementary students through its 
Backpack Program and delivers to more than 
40 homebound neighbors.

In the immediate area there are no grocery 
stores and limited public transportation, mak-
ing the pantry a critical lifeline. Rising costs 
of food, housing, and healthcare continue 
to push more households to seek help. The 
tournament will feature food, prizes, and the 
chance to make a tangible difference.

“Golf is fun, but this day is about some-
thing bigger,” said Dave Sweeney, Executive 
Director of the Wales Community Pantry. 
“Every player, sponsor, and volunteer helps 
us keep food on the shelves for families who 
need it. We’re grateful for the community’s 
support and excited to grow this event into an 
annual tradition.”

Event Details
• Date & Time: Saturday, Oct. 3, 9 a.m. start
• Location: Hemlock Ridge Golf Course, 

Fiskdale
• Includes: Golf, food, and prizes
• Registration: https://bit.ly/

WalesGolfFundraiser
• Sponsorships: Available at multiple lev-

els. Contact WalesCommunityFoodPantry@

gmail.com or visit the golf tournament regis-
tration page for more details.

Players, sponsors, and volunteers are 
encouraged to sign up early. Sponsorship 
opportunities offer visibility while directly 
supporting the pantry’s mission. For more 
information or to discuss sponsorship, email 
WalesCommunityFoodPantry@gmail.com 

or visit the golf tournament registration page 
for more details.

About the Wales Community Pantry
The Wales Community Pantry provides 

nutritious food with dignity to families, 
seniors, veterans, people with disabili-
ties, working households, and children in 
Brimfield, Holland, Wales, and surround-

ing communities in western Massachusetts. 
Through open pantry hours, home delivery, 
and a Weekend Backpack Program, the pan-
try serves as a vital resource in an area with 
limited access to grocery stores. For more 
information, visit the pantry’s Facebook page 
or email WalesCommunityFoodPantry@
gmail.com.

SOUTHBRIDGE — Southbridge Public 
Schools participates in the National School 
Lunch Program and the School Breakfast 
Program. As part of this program, all schools 
offer healthy meals every school day at NO 
COST to the students due to the implementa-
tion of the Community Eligibility Provision 
for school year 2026-2027.  Students receive 
breakfast and lunch at school without having 
to pay a fee or submit a household applica-
tion.

Non-Discrimination Statement:
In accordance with federal civil rights law 

and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
civil rights regulations and policies, this insti-
tution is prohibited from discriminating on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex 
(including gender identity and sexual orienta-
tion), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation 
for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made avail-

able in languages other than English. Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative 
means of communication to obtain program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audio-
tape, American Sign Language), should con-
tact the responsible state or local agency 
that administers the program or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, 
a Complainant should complete a Form 
AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form which can be obtained 
online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/
default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20
P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-
17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by 
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter 
addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 
the complainant’s name, address, telephone 

number, and a written description of the 
alleged discriminatory action in sufficient 
detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and 
date of an alleged civil rights violation. The 
completed AD-3027 form or letter must be 
submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider.

DUDLEY — The Dudley-Charlton 
Regional School Committee has called a 
district-wide special election in both Dudley 
and Charlton seeking voter authorization to 
borrow $11,183,735 for capital improve-
ments.

School District officials have set a public 

information meeting for 6:30 p.m. Sept. 2 
at Shepherd Hill Regional High School, 68 
Dudley-Oxford Road. Dudley residents are 
invited to learn more about the district’s plan 
for capital improvements and ask questions.

Dudley’s share of the borrowing is $5 
million, with Charlton voters considering 

the remaining share in a concurrent dis-
trict-wide election. A simple majority of the 
combined ballots cast in both Dudley and 
Charlton will decide the question.

The Special Election polls will be open at 
the Dudley Municipal Complex from noon 
to 8 p.m. on Sept. 29.



STURBRIDGE — Tantasqua class of 
1976 is celebrating its 50th reunion this 
year. We want to reach out to all former 
students.

The big event happens on Sept. 26 at 
5 p.m. at Rapscallion Pub, 3 Arnold Rd., 
Sturbridge.

Fifty years have passed since we walked 
the halls of Tantasqua Regional HS. We 
hope to reunite and reconnect with as many 
fellow classmates/friends as possible.

Please help us spread the word. If you 
were a member of the THS Class of ‘76 or if 

you know how to reach a classmate, please 
get in touch.

You can visit our THS Class of ‘76 
Facebook page for more details and to buy 
tickets. If you are not a Facebook member, 
you can reach out to Kathy Thompson at 
katherinethmp@aol.com.

STURBRIDGE — Do you like camping, 
hiking, swimming, biking, fishing, kayaking, 
whitewater rafting, sailing, exploring with 
friends, and more? You might like being a 
scout! Come to an ice cream social and open 
house held by Troop 163, an all-girl troop of 
Scouting America. Learn about lassoing and 
how to use a sling shot, and other activities. 
Families are welcome. Please stop by, have 

fun, and learn about scouting and our troop.
The ice cream social and open house will 

be held on Sunday, Aug. 30 from 4 to 6 p.m. 
at the Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 345 Main 
St. in Sturbridge. The troop is open to girls 
aged 11-17, and while based in Sturbridge, 
is open to residents of any town. Please 
email troop163sturbridge@gmail.com with 
any questions.
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Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 8/28 & SATURDAY 829

SEAFOOD 
CHOWDER 

IN BREAD BOWL • AFTER 5PM

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

New 
Summer 

Menu 
& Hours 

(11-9)

LIVE MUSIC EVERY
 FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

2025

2025

Half Priced Apps 
Tues-Friday from 2-5pm
New Summer Mocktail Menu 

Wing Wednesday 
Aug 26

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Labor Day  SALE!
We are in the process of selling out 
some of our current stock to make 
room for new Fall Models. Because

throughout the store!

Special Savings on
Bedrooms
Living Rooms
Recliners
Occasional Pieces
Entertainment Centers
Sealy Mattresses

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurniture.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Road, Whitinsville • 508-234-877

Free Delivery • Free Layaway
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., Fri 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; Sun 11-5

Open
Labor Day

10-6

SALE!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN
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• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
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5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs
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The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

with this coupon and purchase
Good Tues., Wed., Thurs.
$8.00 minimum purchase

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Ruth Wells Center spotlights life and work of Michel Merle

Shepherd Hill students hosting Tackle
the Stigma 5K to promote mental health awareness

Overlook residents and team 
members give back through 

PB&J Challenge & Food Drive

Troop 163 hosting ice cream social & open house

Tantasqua Class of ’76 to hold 50th reunion

SOUTHBRIDGE 
— The Ruth Wells 
Center for the 
Arts, 111 Main St. 
in Southbridge, is 
excited to present a 
retrospective of the 
life and works of 
Michel Merle. The 
galleries will be 
open throughout the 
month Saturday and 
Sunday noon to 4 
p.m. Please join us to 
celebrate his works, 
meet the artist and 
share refreshments in 
this historic setting. 
All are welcome.

The artwork of 

Michel Duncan 
Merle serves as a 
vibrant and provoc-
ative crossroads 
where legendary 
artistic heritage 
meets decades of 
technical mastery.

A native Parisian 
born in 1937, 
Merle spent more 
than three decades 
as a Professor of 
Art at Worcester 
State University 
in Worcester, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 
where he taught gen-
erations of students 
to view creation 

through an alterna-
tive or philosophical 
lens.

Artistic prac-
tice and innova-
tion run deeply in 
his veins: Merle 
is the son of artist 
and gallery owner, 
Ligoa Duncan, the 
grandson of art-
ist and philosopher 
Raymond Duncan, 
and the great-neph-
ew of modern dance 
pioneer and virtuo-
so Isadora Duncan. 
Merle’s extensive 
studies, from the 
Akademia Raymond 

Duncan in Paris to 
the Instituto Allende 
in San Miguel de 
Allende, Mexico, 
where he earned an 
MFA in Sculpture 
and Painting, reflects 
a global, lifelong 
commitment to the 
avant-garde.

Merle has partic-
ipated in a myriad 
of artistic organi-
zations and col-
laborations over 
the years, includ-
ing: Grove Street 
Gallery (co-found-
e r / c o - c u r a t o r ) ; 
Noh Place Artists 
Cooperative (board 
of directors/per-
former); Forbidden 
Poets (piano/spoken 

word); WCUW 91.3 
FM (radio show fea-
turing The Stranger 
and Think Tank 
Tango); Worcester 
County Poetry 
Association (for-
mer president); and 
a variety of perfor-
mances and contri-
butions as a member 
of Worcester Artist 
Group, Invented 
Thing Quartet, 
Theater Now, and 
Kasner Gooch 
Multimedia.

Merle is also the 
author of a volume of 
cut-up poems, “Glass 
Bedding” (North 
American Editions) 
and continues to 
produce poems/

art in this fashion. 
More recently, he 
produced collages in 
response to a series 
of René Magritte-
inspired poems by 
Stephen Campiglio, 
as part of a multi-
media manuscript, 
including the work 
of two other artists, 
Andres Juarez and 
Jennifer Forest, enti-
tled “Other Turns.”

The Ruth Wells 
Art Center exhibition 
invites viewers to 
experience a brilliant 
collection that hon-
ors Michel’s family’s 
historic legacy, while 
celebrating his own 
distinct, thought-pro-
voking aesthetic.

C H A R L T O N 
— The Shepherd 
Hill Regional High 
School cheerleading 
program, in partner-
ship with the Dudley-
Charlton Regional 
School District com-
munity, is inviting 
residents to lace up 
their running shoes 
and help break down 
barriers surrounding 
mental health during 
the annual Tackle 
the Stigma 5K and 
2.5K Walk/Run on 
Saturday, Sept. 27.

The event will 
begin at 10 a.m. at the 
Shepherd Hill football 
field and is designed 
to raise awareness 
about mental health 
and mental wellness 
while encouraging 
open conversations 
throughout the local 
community.

Organizers hope 

participants of all ages 
will come together to 
demonstrate support 
for those facing men-
tal health challeng-
es and reinforce the 
message that no one 
has to struggle alone.

"This event is very 
important to us as we 
work to raise aware-
ness about mental 
health and mental 
wellness throughout 
our local communi-
ty," organizers said in 
announcing the event.

The walk and run 
carries the theme, 
"Run toward aware-
ness, stand up for 
support, and tackle 
the stigma one mile 
at a time," reflecting 
its focus on educa-
tion, compassion 
and community 
involvement.

Mental health 
advocates contin-

ue to emphasize 
the importance of 
reducing the stigma 
surrounding anxiety, 
depression and other 
mental health con-
ditions, which can 
often prevent indi-
viduals from seeking 
help. Community 
events such as Tackle 
the Stigma aim to 
create a welcoming 
environment where 
conversations about 
mental wellness are 
encouraged and sup-
port resources are 
highlighted.

In addition to pro-
viding an opportuni-
ty for exercise and 
community engage-
ment, the event 
serves as a reminder 
that mental health is 
an important part of 

overall well-being. 
Organizers hope the 
day will inspire par-
ticipants to check in 
with friends, family 
members and neigh-
bors while promot-
ing a culture of 
understanding and 
acceptance.

The Shepherd Hill 
cheerleaders have 
made mental health 
awareness a priority, 
using the event to 
unite students, fam-
ilies, educators and 
community members 
around a common 
cause. By bringing 
together participants 
from across Dudley, 
Charlton and sur-
rounding commu-
nities, they hope to 
build momentum for 
ongoing conversa-

tions that extend well 
beyond race day.

Whether partic-
ipants choose the 
full 5-kilometer 
course or the short-
er 2.5-kilometer 
walk/run, organizers 
say every step rep-
resents a commit-
ment to supporting 
mental wellness and 
reminding those who 
may be struggling 
that help is available.

R e g i s t r a t i o n 
information and 
additional event 
details are expect-
ed to be available 
through Shepherd 
Hill Regional High 
School and the 
Dudley-Charlton 
Regional School 
District as the event 
approaches.

C H A R L T O N 
— For the third 
consecutive year, 
teams of Overlook 
Residents and 
Team Members 
came together for 
a fun-filled PB&J 
Challenge benefit-
ing children and 
families in need. 
Driven by friendly 
competition, team-
work, and a shared 
desire to give 
back, Teams raced 
against the clock 
to prepare as many 
peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches in 

just 30 minutes.
A total of 1,038 

sandwiches were 
donated to Hungry 
Children, an initia-
tive of St. John’s 
Soup Kitchen 
and Pantry in 
Worcester. The 
organization helps 
provide food to 
more than 1,000 
individuals each 
day who are expe-
riencing food inse-
curity.

The PB&J 
C h a l l e n g e 
brings Overlook 
Residents and 
Team Members 
together for a com-
mon purpose. 

The Overlook’s 
Director of 
Community Life, 
Michelle Boiardi 
shared, “What 
makes this event 
so special is that 
it brings our 
Residents and 
Team Members 
together in a spirit 
of fun, teamwork, 
and compassion. 
We are proud to 
turn a little friendly 
competition into a 
meaningful oppor-
tunity to make a 
difference in the 
lives of children 

and families in our 
community.”

O v e r l o o k 
Residents and 
Team Members 
also rallied behind 
the cause by donat-
ing non-perishable 
food items during 
The Overlook’s 
Annual Food Drive, 
further support-
ing the important 
work of St. John’s 
Soup Kitchen and 
Pantry.

In addition to the 
sandwiches and 
food donations, 
The Overlook 
donated $500 to 
St. John’s Soup 
Kitchen and Pantry 
to further sup-
port its efforts to 
provide food and 
assistance to indi-
viduals and fami-
lies in need.

The Overlook is 
a premier senior 
living community 
located in Charlton, 
dedicated to pro-
viding vibrant liv-
ing options, excep-
tional care, and an 
active, engaged 
lifestyle for its 
Residents. For 
more information, 
visit www.over-
look-mass.org.



For further details and to register for pro-
grams, please visit our website (charltonli-
brary.org).

Additional parking is available across the 
street at Town Hall and at the Elementary 
School.

The library is closed Saturday, Sept. 5, and 
Monday, Sept. 7

Movies @ the Library
All showings are on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm 

ONLY unless noted - Dexter Hall - no regis-
tration required.

September 1: IS THIS THING ON? As 
their marriage unravels, Alex faces middle 
age and divorce, seeking new purpose in the 
New York comedy scene. Meanwhile, his 
wife Tess confronts sacrifices made for their 
family, forcing them to navigate co-parenting 
and identities. 2025. Rated R. 121 minutes. 
Starring: Will Arnett, Laura Dern, Andra 
Day, & Bradley Cooper.

September 8: YOU, ME & TUSCANY. 
When a woman crashes at an empty Italian 
villa, posing as the owner's fiancée, she 
discovers an unexpected romance that may 
transform her life. 2026. Rated PG-13. 105 
minutes.

Featuring: Halle Bailey, Regé-Jean Page, 
Lorenzo de Moor, Marco Calvani, & Aziza 
Scott.

September 15: THE BREADWINNER. A 
supermom lands a Shark Tank deal, switch-
ing roles with her breadwinner husband. He 
struggles to adapt as a stay-at-home dad to 
their three daughters. 2026. Rated PG. 95 
minutes.

Cast: Nate Bargatze, Kumail Nanjiani, & 
Mandy Moore.

September 22: MICHAEL. An in-depth 
portrayal of Michael Jackson, a complicated 
man, who became the King of Pop. The 
biopic brings to life Jackson's most iconic 
performances as it gives an informed insight 
into the entertainer's artistic process and per-
sonal life. 2026. Rated PG-13. 127 minutes. 
Starring: Jaafar Jackson, Juliano Valdi, & 
Colman Domingo.

September 29: POWER BALLAD. Rick, 
a washed-up wedding singer, and Danny, a 
fading boy band star, bond over music and 
a late-night jam session. When Danny turns 
Rick's song into a hit, Rick sets out to reclaim 
the recognition he believes he deserves. 2026. 
Rated R. 98 minutes. Starring: Paul Rudd, 
Nick Jonas, & Peter McDonald.

Craft Materials Drop-off
From August 24 to September 11, during 

regular open hours, we will be collecting 
arts and crafts materials only (fabrics, yarn, 
paper, patterns, tools, beads, etc.). We will 
NOT accept office supply donations (binders, 
file organizers, etc.). Items must be able to 
be reused (new or gently used, not expired). 
When in doubt, use the best friend rule—
would I give this to my best friend? We 
cannot accept opened liquids such as paints, 
chemicals and glue. Items should be brought 
to the adult circulation desk. PLEASE do 
not put items in the outside return bins or 
leave them outside the library. Our very 
popular Craft Supply Swap will be back on 
Saturday, September 12 from 10:00 am-2:00 
pm. Everyone is welcome to come and take 
materials regardless of whether they donated 
any.

Better Read Than Dead Book Club
Wednesday, September 2, 11:00-12:00 - 

Local History Room - no registration required

Do you love true crime? So do we! Join us 
for a monthly meet up to discuss entertaining 
and fascinating details about true crimes (no 
meetings in July & August). The book will 
be available at the adult circulation desk one 
month prior to the meeting. This month we 
will discuss A Devil Went Down to Georgia 
by Deb Miller Landau. 

Play Games!
Mondays, September 14 (Cribbage), 21 

(party games), 28 (Cribbage), 12:30-2:00 
pm - Community Meeting Room - no regis-
tration required. Beginners and experienced 
players are welcome! Join us to play an old 
favorite or learn a new game!

Dementia Friendly Charlton Meeting
Wednesday, September 2, 2:30-3:30 pm - 

Community Meeting Room - no registration 
required, all welcome.

Threaded Together Fiber Arts Group (for-
merly Silver Needles Knit & Crochet Group)

Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 pm - Local 
History Room - no registration required 

Bring your current project and relax with 
friends. All are welcome regardless of skill 
level.

Genealogy Group
Thursday, September 3, 6:00-7:30 pm - 

Community Meeting Room - no registration 
required

The Charlton Library Genealogy Group is 
a friendly group of people who share an inter-
est in genealogy. We meet monthly on the 
first Thursday of the month from 6:00-7:30 
in the Community Meeting Room. Meetings 
will alternate between general discussion 
topics and guest presenters. The meetings are 
free and open to the public.

Apple Watch for Beginners*
Tuesday, September 8, 12:30-1:30 pm - 

Community Meeting Room
This class will teach attendees about the 

Apple Watch’s hardware, including its speak-
ers, screen, and buttons, as well as the basics 
of navigating the Apple Watch and using its 
apps for messaging, making and answering 
calls, and other important functions.

Friends of Charlton Public Library
Tuesday, September 8, 3:30-4:45 pm - 

Community Meeting Room
The monthly meeting of the Friends of 

Charlton Public Library. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

The Crafty Chapter for Tweens & Teens
Tuesday, September 8, 5:30-6:30 pm - 

Storytime Room - no registration required
Do you like to knit, crochet, sew, embroi-

der, needle felt, or do other fiber arts? Really, 
any portable craft is welcome! Join us to 
hang out, practice your craft, learn from 
more experienced friends, or share your 
knowledge with others! **Please bring your 
current projects to work on!!** This group is 
for tweens and teens aged 9-18. Registration 
is not required! (Teen Volunteers: You can 
earn community service hours for attending 
and participating in this program!)

Book Group at the Senior Center
Wednesday, September 9, 10:30-11:30 am 

- Senior Center @ Town Hall
The Senior Center Book Group meets at 

the Senior Center at 10:30 am on the second 
Wednesday of the month. Everyone is wel-
come! We will discuss The Alice Network 
by Kate Quinn. Books are available to pick 

up at the library one month prior to the dis-
cussion date.

Make an Air Dry Clay Mushroom
Thursday, September 10, 5:30-6:15 pm- 

Storytime Room - registration required
Make some cute mushrooms out of air dry 

clay! This program is best suited for children 
ages 5-11.

CPL Book Discussion - Station Eleven by 
Emily St. John Mandel

Thursday, September 10, 6:00-7:00 pm - 
Community Meeting Room - no registration 
required

Books are available for checkout at the 
adult circulation desk one month prior to 
discussion.

Craft Swap
Saturday, September 12, 10:00-2:00 pm - 

Dexter Hall - no registration required
Members of the community have been 

donating a variety of new and used craft 
supplies for the past three weeks! Drop in 
anytime between 10 am and 2 pm today and 
take what you need for FREE! This is great 
for new and experienced crafters, anyone 
who wants to try a new craft, or teachers that 
need supplies! Bring your own bags!

Podcast at a Glance
Monday, September 14, 10:30 am-12:00 

pm - Local History Room - registration 
required

Podcasts are an increasingly popular form 
of entertainment and a great source of infor-
mation on all kinds of topics. In this lecture, 
you’ll learn more about these audio programs 
available on the internet: why people listen to 
them, where you can find them, and what the 
most popular ones are. This is for people ages 
60 and up. This Senior Planet from AARP 
class is being offered through the Senior 
Planet licensing program.

Tiny Tots Storytime (Ages 0-2.5)
Tuesdays, September 15, 22, 29, 10:00-

10:45 am - Storytime Room - registration 
required

For babies and toddlers ages 0-2.5 with 
a caregiver. Join us for songs, fingerplays, 
board books, shakers, scarves, dancing, 
motor skills activities, and free play! Due to 
the high number of attendees, this is now a 
ticketed program. A certain number of tickets 
will be given to each child on a first-come-
first-served basis. Once all tickets have been 
passed out, the program will be full. Late 
Arrivals: Available tickets will be given out 
until 5 minutes after the program has started. 
After that time, the program will be closed 
until free play time. We thank you for your 
understanding.

Mushroom Growing Workshop
Tuesday, September 15, 6:00-7:30 pm - 

CHARLTON — Come and join us! The 
Charlton Garden Club’s Monday, Sept. 14 
meeting will feature Kate Donovan, owner 
and consultant of Blackstone Valley Veggie 
Gardens, who will be speaking on ‘Canning, 
Freezing and Dehydrating.’

Do you have an abundant harvest this year? 
Come find out the easiest and best ways to 
preserve your bounty. Donovan is a Master 
Gardener and organic gardener who assists 
clients on growing food sustainably through 
lectures, garden planning and development. 
She continues to experiment each year with 
new varieties and preservation techniques.

Charlton Garden Club meetings are free 
and open to all interested in gardening and 
related themes. Whether you’re a novice or 
accomplished gardener, the Charlton Garden 
Club is a great place to meet other gardening 
enthusiasts, learn about plants and planting, 
and to share your gardening tips and expe-
riences. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. at the 
Charlton Public Library. For more program 
or for Charlton Garden Club information, 
email us at charltongardenclub@gmail.com.
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"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Jonathan Pasqule
Arborist on Duty

Jonathan.Pasquale
@gmail.com

Stockbridge Alumni
Brookfield, MA

Insured

JD PASQUALE
TREE 

508-769-5489

Brookfield 
Orchards

Join Us

Let’s get 
Local

Saturday, August 29 10am-4pm
1 Lincoln Rd., North Brookfield MA 01525

508-867-6858   www.BrookfieldOrchards.com

Supporting Local
 is What this Event is All About!!

Wagon Rides, Face Painting, Corn Hole Games, 
Cider Donuts, Fudge, Family Memories and more!

Live Music from 12 to 4
The East Hill Band

Local Beer & Wine The Local’s Market

20+ Vendors 
Stay Updated 

with Facebook to 
see who else is 
participating!

Local Food Trucks
Contact Mikaela Today

774-200-7308
mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Charlton Garden 
Club meets Sept. 14

September events at the Charlton Public Library
Community Meeting Room - registration 
required

The folks from Blackstone Valley Veggie 
Gardens will be here to show us how to grow 
mushrooms. Every participant will put togeth-
er, and bring home, a quart container that will 
grow mushrooms! For adults and teens ages 
13 and up, registration is required.

Baby Storytime (Ages 0-12 months)
Wednesdays, September 16, 23, 30, 10:00-

10:45 am - Storytime Room - no registration 
required

For infants to 12 months only. Join us 
for board books, songs, fingerplays, music, 
shakers, scarves, bubbles & free play! This is 
a drop-in program. No registration or ticket 
required.

Tiny Tots at Night
Thursday, September 17, 6:00-6:30 pm - 

Storytime Room - registration required
This is an evening version of our Tiny Tots 

program! Best for babies - age 3. Includes 
Turn To LIBRARY page A10
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SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
 Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by
Cruise Control Transportation Inc.  
Pursuant to the provisions of G.L. 
c. 255, Section 39A. that on or after 
September 12th, 2026 at Cruise 
Control Transportation Inc. the follow-
ing motor vehicle/s will be sold at pri-
vate sale to satisfy our garage keep-
er’s lien thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of notices 
and sale of said vehicle:

Vehicle: 2009 Chevrolet Express
Vin: 1GCGG25C691132180
Last Registered Owner:
Andreia Soaresdos S
708 W Fourth St
Plamyra Nj 08065

Vehicle: 2007 Honda Civic
Vin: 1HGFA16527L057715
Last Registered Owner: 
Enver Jose Pauline Brito
27 Vernon St
Worcester MA 01608

Vehicle: 2015 Nissan Altima 
Vin: 1N4AL3AP1FN906362
Last Registered Owner: 
Thomas Steidinger
5 Brackett Terr
Plympton MA 02367

Vehicle: 2007 Honda Accord
Vin: 1HGCM56777A114313
Last Registered Owner: 
Hector Manuel Rodriguez
76 Old Southbridge Rd
Oxford MA 01540

Vehicle: 2007 Infiniti G35
Vin: JNKBV61F47M823869
Last Registered Owner: 
Brayan J Crisanto Soza
237 W 167th St #8A
Bronx NY 10452

Vehicle: 2013 Ford Focus 
Vin: 1FADP3F29DL258521
Last Registered Owner: 
Maddalena Murray
40 Carriage Path
North Milford CT 06460

Vehicle: 2000 GMC Yukon
Vin: 1GKEK63R7YR206036
Last Registered Owner: 
Mark E Meleski
19 Rt 197
Woodstock CT 06281

Vehicle: 2004 Toyota Camry
Vin: 4T1BE32K14U810337
Last Registered Owner: 
Adauto Jose De Sousa Filho
94 Hunthill Rd
Waterbury CT 06705-3454

Vehicle: 2001 Suzuki Katana 600
Vin: JS1GN79AX12100269
Last Registered Owner: 
Gabriel Colon
23 Wilson St Apt 2
Worcester MA 

Vehicle: 2002 Honda CR-V
Vin: SHSRD684X2U001286
Last Registered Owner:
Natscha Ojeda
3845 Bay Shore Cir
Tavares FL 32778

Vehicle: 2000 Chevrolet Suburban 
Vin: 3GNFK16T5YG108978
Last Registered Owner:
Tomas A Henriquez
53 Chase Ave 2E
Yonkers NY 10703
August 28, 2026
September 4, 2026
September 11, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on September 9, 2026, 
at 6:30 PM on the application of Chris 
Hansen.
The applicant has submitted an 
Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area 
Delineation for review and confirma-
tion of the wetland boundaries. The 
site is located at Lot 8 Daniels Road, 
Parcel ID: 30-C-16. 
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate remotely can 
access the meeting by request.
Copies of the ANRAD may be exam-
ined at the Conservation Office by 
appointment during business hours. 
 Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
August 27, 2026

ORDER OF NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION
DOCKET NUMBER: 2685CV01233B
Massachusetts Trial Court

The Superior Court
Worcester County Clerk of the Courts
CASE NAME:
Digital Federal Credit Union
v.
Andrew K. Paradis a/k/a Andrew 
Paradis
TO: Andrew K. Paradis a/k/a Andrew 
Paradis, all in said Commonwealth; 
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. §3901 (et seq)
Digital Federal Credit Union
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Southbridge, numbered 757 South 
Street, given by Andrew K. Paradis 
a/k/a Andrew Paradis to Digital 
Federal Credit Union, dated February 
17, 2023, and recorded in Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 68857, Page 132, 
has filed with this court a complaint 
to foreclosure said mortgage by entry 
and exercise of the power of sale.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property, then you 
or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this Court 
at 225 Main Street, Worcester, MA 
01608 on or before 09/25/2026 or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.
Witness, Michael D. Ricciuti, Chief 
Justice of this Court, at Worcester, 
Massachusetts, this 14th day of 
August, 2026.
Attest: Dennis P. McManus, 
Clerk of Courts
August 27, 2026

TOWN OF CHARLTON DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC WORKS 100 FLINT 

ROAD
CHARLTON, MA 01507

(508) 248-2212
I.	 ADVERTISEMENT/PUBLIC 
NOTICE

TOWN OF CHARLTON – 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

INVITATION FOR BIDS
FY2027-03

PAVEMENT SURFACING OF 
CENTER DEPOT ROAD

Sealed bids for the Pavement 
Surfacing of Center Depot Road, Town 
of Charlton (hereinafter referred to as
“The OWNER”) will be received at the 
Town Administrator’s Office, Charlton 
Municipal Offices, 37 Main Street, 
Charlton MA, 01507 until 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 2, 2026, at 
which time they will be publicly opened 
and read. No late bids accepted.
Obtaining Bid Packages: 
Specifications, general instructions, 
and Bid Forms must be obtained at 
the Town
Administrator’s Office, Charlton 
Municipal Offices, 37 Main Street, 
Charlton, MA 01507 between the 
hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday via pickup 
at the Town Administrator’s Office 
or via email request to mary.devlin@
townofcharlton.net. Bidders are 
required to submit on the Bid Forms 
provided.
Bid Deposit: All bids over $50,000 
MUST be accompanied by a bid 
deposit in the amount of five percent 
(5%) of the bid in the form of cash, a 
bid bond, or a certified check made 
payable to the Town of Charlton. The 
bid deposit will be forfeited if the 
bidder fails to execute the contract 
and satisfactory Bond within ten (10) 
days after the contract may have been 
awarded to them.
Conditions of Contract: All 
awarded contracts shall be subject 
to the Special Contract Conditions 
that accompany this bid package. 
Successful Bidders will be required 
to produce a certificate of insurance. 
All work being performed requires 
100% Performance Bond and a 50% 
Payment Bond in accordance with 
G.L. c. 30, section 39M. The bidder 
shall be able to start work under this 
contract and after the acceptance by 
the Select Board.
Wage Rates: All wage rates will 
comply with those established by the 
Commonwealth Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development, M.G.L., 
Chapter 149, Section 26-27G as set 
forth in the contract documents.
Prequalification: Bidders for all 
projects that cost over $50,000 must 
be prequalified by the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation (formerly 
Mass. Highway Department). All 
bidders shall be subject to Section 34 
of Chapter 90, must be prequalified 
in accordance with 720 CMR 5.00 
“Prequalification’s of Contractors”. This 
will apply to horizontal construction 
only.
MassDOT prequalification of 
contractors with the class of work 
as PAVEMENT SURFACING for the 
project with an estimated value of 

$420,375.00 will be required.
Award/Rejection: The OWNER 
reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids, and to waive minor informalities 
in the bids, or to accept the bid 
deemed best for the OWNER. The 
OWNER further reserves the right to 
award all portions of the contract to 
one bidder. In this case, the price 
bid by the bidder for each item as 
detailed on the Bid Form shall remain 
the same. The contract will be 
awarded to the lowest, responsible 
and eligible bidder.
August 20, 2026
August 27, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold 
a public hearing on September 9, at 
6:30 PM on the application of Caren 
Fortin & Deborah Rose.
The applicant has filed a Notice of 
Intent for the installation of a new 
septic system to replace a failed one 
within the 100-ft buffer zone to a 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland and the 
outer riparian zone to a perennial 
stream. The project location is: 55 
Oxbow Road, Charlton, MA 01507. 
Parcel ID: 22-A-22
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate remotely can 
access the meeting by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
August 27, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.WO26P2323EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Timothy Gerard Milott 
Also known as: Tim Milott 
Date of Death: 12/05/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Kathleen A Brotherton of Holden  
MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .
Kathleen A Brotherton of Holden  
MA be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve 
With Corporate Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
09/08/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 10, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 27, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No.WO26P2683EA

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Estate Of:
Marjorie K. Moniz

Date of Death: 07/12/2026
To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by James 
L. Moniz of Sturbridge MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .
James L. Moniz of Sturbridge MA  
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
09/22/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 17, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 27, 2026

Town of Brimfield
Conservation Commission

Public Hearing Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation 
Commission will hold a public meeting 
on Wednesday, September 09, 2026, 
at 5:30 PM to review a Notice of Intent 
(NOI) submitted by Stephen Roberts, 
c/o Donald Robert. The NOI proposes 
to replace an existing failing boulder 
wall with an engineered block wall. 
Project Location: 14 Third Street, 
Brimfield, MA 01010, (Assessor’s Map 
(5C-19)
Meeting Location:  Public 
Participation will be In-Person at 
Hitchcock Academy at 2 Brookfield 
Road,  Brimfield, MA 01010 on 
September 09, 2026, at 5:30 PM.
Any person(s) interested or wishing 
to be heard on this request should 
appear at the time and place des-
ignated. A copy of the permit appli-
cation and plan may be inspected 
at the Brimfield Town Annex in the 
Conservation Commission Office, 
Salisbury Annex Building, 2nd Floor, 
23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010 
or contact the office at 413-245-4100 
ext. 1101. 
Roger deBruyn & Joseph Venezia 
Co-Chairs
August 18, 2026
August 27, 2026

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL/

SOUTHBRIDGE PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

In accordance with the provisions 
of MGL Chapter 40A, Section 5, 
the Southbridge Town Council and 
Southbridge Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on Wednesday, 
September 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
MacKinnon Council Chambers, 41 Elm 
Street, Southbridge, MA. The purpose 
of the hearing is to receive public 
comments and consider modifying the 
Southbridge Zoning Bylaw Sections 
8.5: Solar as of Right and 8.6: Battery 
Energy Storage Systems, as well as 
adding a temporary moratorium for 
data centers.
A copy of the proposed bylaw chang-
es can be inspected at the Town 
Manager’s Office from 8:00am to 
4:00pm Monday through Wednesday, 
8:00am to 8:00pm Thursday, and 
8:00am to 12pm on Friday. Anyone 
wishing to be heard should appear at 
the time and place designated.
David Adams, Chair
Southbridge Town Council
David Payeur, Chair
Southbridge Planning Board
August 27, 2026
September 4, 20263

LEGALS
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 AutoSummerSummer

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

774-241-0216
774-230-8373

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308 • email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

CHARLTON – Richard Warren 
Cummings, 87, of Masonic Home 
Road, passed away peacefully with 
his family by his side, on Sunday, 
August 16, 2026, at Harrington 
Memorial Hospital – Southbridge.

He is survived by his three 
daughters; Cheryl L. Drake, and 
her husband Calvin of Virginia; 
Lori M. Pickering and her hus-
band James of Charlton; and Lisa 
A. Burlingame; his former wife, 
Linda Healey of Charlton; Six 
grandchildren, Brandon, Alycia, 
Caitlin, Amy, Shane, and Ashley; 
five great-grandchildren, Owen, Harper, Waylon, Case, and 
Henry; a sister, Maryjane Gillespie; and many nieces and 
nephews, including Darlene Tully, Daniel Crowley, Debra 
Mann, Lisa Foskett, Gerry Foskett, and Donald Foskett, 
who were very special to him. He is predeceased by his wife 
of three years but beloved companion for 42 years, Marcia 
(Lane) Cummings who died in 2021; two brothers, Donald 
and Dan; and three sisters, Judy, Audrey, and Lois.

Mr. Cummings was born in Charlton, son of the late 
James G. and Bessie (Wolfenden) Cummings and gradu-

ated from Charlton High School 
in 1956. He was a veteran of the 
United States Army.

Richard owned and operated 
Richard W. Cummings Asphalt 
Paving, prior to his retirement in 
2014. He was a very hardworking 
man, who made a positive impact 
on everyone he met.

He loved visiting the casino, 
long road trips, snowmobiling, 
and freshwater fishing. He always 
enjoyed visiting the Charlton 
Center Coffee Shop, where he 
would socialize with everyone 

there. He enjoyed meeting new people and talking about 
anything, which led to his nickname of “The Mayor” 
throughout the community at Overlook in Charlton.

Services will be held privately at Northside Cemetery in 
Charlton.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to the COPD Foundation, PO Box 160112 Miami, FL 
33116-0112.

Paradis-Givner Funeral Home in Oxford is directing the 
arrangements.

Richard Warren Cummings, 87
OBITUARIES

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on September 9, 2026, 
at 6:30 PM on the application of GM 
Properties LLC.
The applicant has filed a Notice of 
Intent for the construction of nine (9) 
duplexes within riverfront area. There 
is no wetland alteration associated 
with this project. The project location 
is: 35 North Main Street, Charlton, MA 
01507. Parcel ID: 35-C-9
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate remotely can access 
the meeting by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
August 27, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The Charlton Select Board will hold a 
public meeting on their intention to lay-
out Ashley Road and Amber Road as 
submitted by Kenneth P. Kaszowski on 
Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 6:45pm 
at the Charlton Town Hall, Meeting 
Room 1, 37 Main St., Charlton MA.  A 
copy of the proposed plan and legal 
description is available for viewing in 
the Select Board Office between the 
hours of 7:30am and 4:30pm, Monday 
– Thursday.  
Anyone wishing to be heard on this 
matter should appear on the date and 
time specified or submit concerns in 
writing prior to the meeting. 
August 27, 2026

LEGALS

rience to this 
board role. 
Duval has held 

several leadership positions throughout 
her career, including vice president of 
care coordination at Family Service 
Association in Fall River.

The New Bedford resident earned 
a bachelor’s degree in multi/interdis-
ciplinary studies with a concentration 
in public and nonprofit administration 
from the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst and a certificate in community 
human service management from Suffolk 
University.

As President and CEO of May Institute, 
Solotar oversees an award-winning non-
profit organization offering multi-disci-
plinary educational, rehabilitative, and 
Applied Behavior Analysis services to 
autistic individuals and individuals with 
developmental disabilities, brain injuries, 
and neurobehavioral disorders across the 
lifespan. A licensed and board-certified 

clinical psychologist, Solotar began her 
career at May Institute more than 30 years 
ago, first as chief psychologist and vice 
president of clinical services, and then 
as chief clinical officer. She is a strong 
advocate and leader for human services 
and has been very active in the industry.

The Newton resident earned her 
Bachelor’s degree from the University 
at Albany, State University of New York, 
where she also received her doctorate in 
clinical psychology.

As the president and CEO of Vinfen, 
Yang leads a Cambridge-headquartered 
nonprofit health and human services 
organization serving 14,000 individu-
als with IDD, ABI, behavioral health 
challenges, and mental health condi-
tions per year across Massachusetts 
and Connecticut. She has an extensive 
background in health care management, 
including leadership positions with the 
Boston Children’s Hospital Integrated 
Care Organization and Tufts Health 

Public Plans. She is also a professor at 
the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health.

The Boston resident earned a bache-
lor’s degree in microbiology and immu-
nology from the University of Michigan 
and holds a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration from the Harvard 
Business School.

About ADDP
As a prominent statewide associa-

tion, the Association of Developmental 
Disabilities Providers (ADDP) rep-
resents 130 human service organizations 
that provide a wide range of services to 
individuals with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities (IDD), including 
autism, and to individuals who have 
brain injuries.  ADDP’s mission is to 
promote and ensure the strength of its 
community-based providers so they can 
be successful in improving access, qual-
ity and the value of services in the com-
munity.

HYLAND
continued from page A1



songs, fingerplays, scarves, shakers, music, 
books & free play! This is a great opportu-
nity for caregivers to model singing, playing 
& sharing the early literacy experience with 
their littles learners! Caregivers should plan 
to sit with their child and participate.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group
Thursday, September 17, 6:00-7:30 pm - 

Community Meeting Room - no registration 
required

The Alzheimer’s Support Network 
Caregiver Support Group is led by 
Alzheimer’s Care Professionals and expe-
rienced caregivers. We offer information, 
resources, and strategies specific to caring for 
someone with Alzheimer’s and other demen-
tias along with support for transitioning to 
different care settings. Co-sponsored by Tri-
Valley and Charlton Public Library.

Death Café
Thursday, September 17, 6:00-7:30 pm - 

Dexter Hall - no registration required
A Death Café is a group directed discus-

sion of death with no agenda, objectives 
or course of action, no set conclusions and 
no judgement. Death Cafés provide a safe 
environment to gather, eat cake, drink tea or 
coffee, and enjoy open-minded conversation 
about dying and death. It is an opportunity 
to share, explore and question our own 
perceptions of death. It’s not a bereavement 
session—just an open conversation about 
a topic that we often find taboo. You are 
welcome to share as much or as little as you 
wish. The group meets monthly on the third 
Thursday of the month from 6:00-7:30 pm in 
Dexter Hall. Questions? Email kwalker4@
mac.com. The Death Café model was devel-
oped by Jon Underwood and Sue Barsky 
Reid, based on the ideas of Bernard Crettaz.

Preschool Storytime (Ages 3-5)
Fridays, September 18 & 25, 10:00-10:45 

am - Storytime Room
For ages 3-5. Join us for stories, songs, 

fingerplays, scarves, activities, crafts, and 
free play! This is a TICKETED program. A 
certain number of tickets will be available 
for each child on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Once all tickets have been passed out, 
the program is full. Late Arrivals: Available 
tickets will be given out until 5 minutes after 
the program has started. After that time, the 
program will be closed until free-play begins. 
We thank you for your understanding.

Puzzle Race
Saturday, September 19, 9:30 am-12:00 

pm
Can your team complete a jigsaw puzzle 

faster than your friends and neighbors? Each 
team will receive the same 300 piece puzzle 
provided by the library. The team that finish-
es first or completes the most before time is 
called wins! Adults, teens, and families with 
children aged 8+ are welcome to participate. 
Registration is required—only one person 
from each team should register. Teams can 
have up to six members. Don't have a team? 
Email Betsy at perryb@cwmars.org and 
we'll put together a team of interested folks!

Build Your Own Website*
Saturday, September 19, 11:30 am-2:30 

pm - Community Meeting Room - registra-
tion appreciated

Quickly design and set up a website with-
out needing to be too technically proficient. 
With the availability of professionally pro-
duced templates, design elements with sim-
ple drag and drop, and the ability to easily 
add and modify both text and pictures it’s 
easy to create a website! A very complete 
handout will be distributed in class. It con-
tains lots of information and will greatly 
simplify the process of understanding what’s 
being taught.

Saturday Acoustic Roots Jam - SARJ
Saturday, September 19, 12:00-1:30 pm - 

Dexter Hall - no registration required
An acoustic only music jam. Open to all 

18+. Email Rich at Cule5632@gmail.com 
for more information.

Listening to Podcasts
Monday, September 21, 10:30 am-12:00 

pm - Local History Room - registration 
required

It’s estimated that over 70 million people 
in the US listen to podcasts monthly. This 
hands-on workshop provides a general intro-
duction to this popular form of entertainment. 
You’ll learn how to search for podcasts, lis-
ten, and share popular audio shows using 
the Podbean app. This is for people ages 60 
and up. This Senior Planet from AARP class 
is being offered through the Senior Planet 
licensing program.

Mushroom Tea Towels Craft for Adults - 
Dexter Hall - registration required

Tuesday, September 22, 6:00-7:30 pm OR 
Wednesday, September 23, 11:00 am-12:30 
pm

In this month's adult craft, we are cel-
ebrating all things mushroom by design-
ing our own mushroom themed tea tow-
els. Participants will use fabric markers and 
stamps (or free-hand) to create personalized 
designs on the provided cotton towel. Please 
note that fabric markers will stain clothing 
and dress accordingly.

CULE: Charlton Ukulele League & 
Ensemble

Thursday, September 24, 6:00-8:00 pm - 
Community Meeting Room - no registration 
required

This club is a FREE, fun, low stress and 
entertaining way for adults 18+ to learn 
music together. You will be guided by expe-
rienced musicians who encourage you to 
find your own level of achievement. Making 
music together is the perfect antidote to the 
feeling that you will never be able to play 
music. You can! What's more you'll enjoy 
the company of others. Any questions? Email 
Rich at Cule5632@gmail.com.

All About Mushrooms
Thursday, September 24, 6:00-7:30 pm - 

Dexter Hall - registration appreciated
Mycologist Jonathan Kranz will discuss 

the basics of fungal life with insights on 
foraging for food and a special emphasis on 
common mushrooms that are likely to be 
found in our area.

Critical Thinking Discussion Group
Friday, September 25, 1:00-2:00 pm - 

Community Meeting Room - no registration 
required

No experience with critical thinking dis-
cussion groups is necessary. Books/materials 
are available for checkout one month prior 
to discussion. Questions? Email saga3@
charter.net.

Gentle Yoga
Saturday, September 26, 10:30-11:30 am - 

Dexter Hall - registration required
Breathe, stretch, and unwind in this relax-

ing 60-minute yoga class. Perfect for begin-
ners and experienced yogis alike, this class 
will blend gentle, mindful movement with 
calming breathwork and end in a deeply 
restful savasana. Bring a mat, water bottle 
and any props. (Some blocks and knee pads 
available). Led by Erin Anderson, RYT-200 
yoga instructor and SEL facilitator. For adults 
and teens ages 13 and up.

Learn Microsoft Word Basics*
Saturday, September 26, 11:00-12:30 pm 

- Community Meeting Room - registration 
required

Join us today to learn about Microsoft 
Word! We'll start at the very beginning and 
walk you through all the basics.

Learn Microsoft Word Advanced Skills*
Saturday, September 26, 1:00-2:30 pm 

- Community Meeting room - registration 
required

Join us today to learn some advanced skills 
to use in Microsoft Word!

Intro to Spotify
Monday, September 28, 10:30 am-12:00 

pm - Local History Room - registration 
required

Spotify is a great digital music service for 
enjoying millions of songs, podcasts, and 
videos for free! In this lecture, you’ll learn 
about Spotify’s important features, including 
how to search for songs and create your own 
playlists. You’ll also learn how to follow 
your friends and the artists you love. This is 
for people ages 60 and up. This Senior Planet 
from AARP class is being offered through 
the Senior Planet licensing program.

2D Needle Felted Mushrooms for Tweens 
& Teens

Tuesday, September 29, 5:30-7:00 pm - 
Storytime Room - Registration required

Learn how to make a 2-dimensional nee-
dle-felted mushroom picture! This craft pro-
gram utilizes very sharp needles and is for 
older kids and teens, ages 9-18.

Companion Planting in the Garden
Tuesday, September 29, 7:00-8:00 pm - 

Community Meeting Room - Registration 
appreciated

Companion planting is planting two dif-
ferent plants together to help at least one 
of them with nutrients, pollinators, support, 
and/or pest deterrence. Does it really work? 
Sometimes. This lecture goes into the science 
behind companion planting, and discusses a 
number of pairings that are known to work, 
some that don't, and some where the evi-
dence isn't clear. The focus is on vegetable 
and herb gardens.

*These programs are funded by the 
Massachusetts Broadband Institute at the 
MassTech Collaborative under the Municipal 
Digital Equity Implementation Program. 
Funding was provided by Massachusetts 
ARPA State Fiscal Recovery Funds.

this career field. Ultimately, 
I want to join the military but 
the things I’ve learned here I 
can take with me.”

Bay Path’s CTI Building 
Maintenance program pre-
pares adult learners for 
entry-level careers in build-
ing and property mainte-
nance through hands-on and 
classroom instruction. Since 
launching in September 
2024, the program has grad-
uated 30 adult learners and 
built a growing pipeline of 
skilled tradespeople for the 
state. In addition to Building 
Maintenance, Bay Path’s 
CTI offers additional pro-
grams in Diesel Technology, 
HVAC, Electrical, Welding, 
Automotive Collision 
Repair, Automotive 

Technology, Culinary, and 
Manufacturing.

“Bay Path has been such 
a great partner because they 
provide excellent hands-on 
training that's aligned with 
what local employers are 
looking for, giving graduates 
in-demand skills and creden-
tials that make them imme-
diately employable for local 
jobs that offer great wages,” 
Younis said.  “Beyond the 
classroom, participants also 
receive support throughout 
the process including job 
readiness, career coaching 
and connecting directly to 
employers. Through Bay 
Path and MassHire, we can 
often help with supportive 
services, providing free tools 
and equipment, and funding 
for transportation and even 
childcare, so people can 
focus on completing their 

training instead of worrying 
about those barriers.”

About Bay Path
Bay Path Regional 

Vocational Technical High 
School prepares students 
for both college and careers 
through a rigorous blend of 
academic coursework and 
hands-on technical train-
ing. Accredited by the New 
England Association of 
Schools and Colleges, Bay 
Path serves ten Southern 
Worcester County commu-
nities: Auburn, Charlton, 
Dudley, North Brookfield, 
Oxford, Paxton, Rutland, 
Southbridge, Spencer, and 
Webster. Opening in 1972 
atop Muggett Hill, the school 
has spent more than five 
decades offering 23 career 
areas alongside its academic 
program.
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774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

Three bedroom 
first floor 

apartment in 
Southbridge 

comes
 with garage 

508-764-6425

YARD 
SALE

SATURDAY,  SEPT 19TH

BO
Y 

SC
O

UT
 

TR
O

O
P 

27
3

Early Birds (8am to 9am) • $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE   

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items   ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!

CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED!
Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc.  
(no TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture 
- Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, 
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high 
chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 
36 Hall Road, Dudley

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, FRIES AND DRINKS WILL  BE AVAILABLE

Novena to St. Jude
St. Jude, glorious Apostle, 
faithful servant and friend of 
Jesus, the name of the traitor 
has caused you to be for-
gotten by many, but the true 
Church invokes you univer-
sally as the Patron of things 
despaired of; pray for me, 
who am so miserable, pray for 
me, that finally I may receive 
the consolations and the 
succor of Heaven in all my ne-
cessities, particularly (make 
request), and that I may bless 
God with the Elect throughout 
Eternity. Amen. (repeat each 
day sincerely until granted; 
publish as granted.) HEK

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

wrappers, and various other 
waste items. But of major 
concern is the enormous 
amount of nip bottles that 
are collected. This past April 
the Earth Day Planning 
Group, in collaboration with 
the Keep Charlton Beautiful 
committee, decided to tack-
le the problem in earnest. 
Spearheaded by local resi-
dent Susan Chanel, the com-
mittees asked volunteers to 
separate nip bottles and alco-
hol containers from other 
roadside trash. Volunteers 
received clear plastic bags, 
courtesy of the Keep Charlton 
Beautiful Committee, as a 
way to highlight the depth of 
the problem. The Earth Day 
Planning Group distributed 

pickers, gloves, and sturdy 
trash bags for other roadside 
trash. A grant from The Last 
Green Valley helped to cover 
the cost of some supplies.

While everyone who 
registered to clean a road 
was not aware of this new 
campaign, the results were 
astounding — an estimat-
ed 5,000 nip containers and 
approximately ten bags of 
liquor bottles were collect-
ed. Photos were sent to local 
legislators, urging them to 
support an expansion of the 
Bottle Bill, specifically to 
include a deposit and return 
on nip bottles.

When Terek Mroczkowski, 
owner of Ted’s Package 
Store, learned of our initia-
tive, he offered his support 
by installing bins at the four 

liquor retailers in Charlton 
where empty nip bottles may 
be discarded.  Every time a 
bin is filled at Ted’s, they will 
make a monetary donation to 
the Keep Charlton Beautiful 
Committee. These funds 
will help continue efforts to 
reduce, reuse and recycle to 
support Earth Day.

We are grateful for the gen-
erosity of the Mroczkowski 
family and the time commit-
ment of our volunteer citi-
zens. But litter still remains 
a costly problem. We appre-
ciate those businesses that 
provide trash receptacles 
for items purchased at their 
storefronts, and encourage 
people to use them. By work-
ing together, we can help to 
Keep Charlton Beautiful and 
take care of Mother Earth.

NIP
continued from page A1

BUILDING
continued from page A1

LIBRARY
continued from page A7

Town of Charlton accepting applications for Opioid Settlement Funds Grant Program
CHARLTON — The Town 

of Charlton is accepting appli-
cations for funding through 
the Town's Opioid Settlement 
Funds Grant Program.

The purpose of this pro-
gram is to support initiatives 
that prevent opioid misuse, 
expand access to treatment 
and recovery services, 
reduce the harms associated 

with substance use disor-
ders, and improve the health 
and well-being of Charlton 
residents. Funding is made 
available through the Town's 
allocation of national opioid 
settlement funds and must 
be used for eligible purpos-
es consistent with applicable 
settlement agreements and 
guidance. Funding may be 

requested to a maximum of 
$2,500 per applicant. Final 
awards will be distributed 
based on available funding 
as well as demonstrated need 
and community impact.

Eligible applicants may 
include:

o Nonprofit organizations
o Educational institutions
o Healthcare providers

o Community-based orga-
nizations

o Other organizations 
serving Charlton residents

Projects may include, but 
are not limited to:

o Prevention and educa-
tion programs

o Treatment and recovery 
support services

o Harm reduction initia-
tives

o First responder or public 

safety initiatives related to 
opioid response

o Behavioral health and 
mental health services

o Community outreach 
and support programs

o Data collection, eval-
uation, and other evi-
dence-based strategies that 
address opioid use disorder

Applications will be eval-
uated based on demonstrat-
ed community need, align-

ment with eligible opioid 
settlement uses, measurable 
outcomes, organizational 
capacity, and the anticipated 
impact on Charlton residents.

Completed applications 
and all required supporting 
documentation for the first 
round of this grant program 
must be submitted by Aug. 
31. Late or incomplete appli-
cations may not be consid-
ered.
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

*4 Bedrooms * 3rd Level Au Pair Suite  * 24’x24’ Great Room
*2 Fireplaces *  Koi Pond with Waterfall

*Underground Sprinkler System
30 Knollwood $849,900

CHARLTON -”STONEYBROOK GARDENS”
*1.5 Acres 

*3 Full Baths
*Main 

Bedroom with 
Tray Ceiling
*Central Air

*Office
*Completely 

Finished 
Lower Level95 A.F. Putnam Rd $687,500

CHARLTON-30X4- SPLIT ENTRY

*3 Bedroom *Country Kitchen 
*Wide Pine Floors*FANTASTIC 

1/2 Acre Lot with Botanical Like Grounds
 * 2 Baths *1/2 Acre Lot

 *Family Room *3 Bedroom
41 Worcester St. $449,5001994 Main St.  $519,000

GRAFTON- 
Charming Antique Cape

HOLDEN- 1500 sq. ft. RANCH

*7 Rooms *1.5 Baths * Skylight
 * 1st Floor Familyroom 

9 Colonial Rd $545,000

SUTTON-NEW PRICE!

$545,000

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Join ME for 
September Coffee Hour!

*Learn About buying or selling a Condominum
*What is the Home Inspection Disclosure?
*How Do I Start to Get Ready to Sell My Home?

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 
rms, 4 brs, 3 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood 
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle 
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double 
sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out 
w/ slider. Central AC, garage 
MLS # 73534271 $649,000 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

60 WAKEFIELD AVE
 RARE WEBSTER LAKE DEVELOPMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY ~ Two (2) Strategic Building Lots with Direct 
Waterfront Ownership. Discover an unmatched real 
estate package combining the financial benefits of 
off-water property taxes with the luxury of premium, 
direct Webster Lake access. This rare offer features 
two cleared, build-ready contiguous lots paired with 
a commanding 2/3 fractional ownership interest in 
a prime waterfront parcel, complete with a private 
beach and boat dock.  MLS# 73564208   $525,000

Featured New Listing!

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan 
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183  NEW PRICE $479,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Webster- 3 Oakwood Dr
Presenting a meticulously maintained Colonial! 
This inviting home, spans 2,042 sf +/-, 4 BRs, 
2-1/2 Baths. Offers a refined living experience 
designed for comfort & convenience. The kitchen 
is a culinary enthusiast’s delight, featuring a dining 
area w/picturesque views! Sleek stainless steel 
appliances, elegant maple wood cabinets & stone 
counters that provide both functionality & aesthet-
ic appeal. The living room offers a sophisticated 

ambiance, enhanced by hardwood floors, crown moldings & custom built in shelves. For special occa-
sions enjoy the formal dining rm & a cozy everyday fireplaced family rm w/sliders to a very private deck. 
Also provides a 2 car att’d garage for secure parking & storage. Discover the exceptional lifestyle afforded 
by this distinguished residence! We invite your inquiry & a private viewing! MLS#73523347      $589,900

Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!
 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   

Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for relaxation & con-
venience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS $999,900.

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Point Snug Harbor Villa 

On the shores of prestigious 
Webster Lake! Experience 
ultra-luxury lakefront living 
with direct water access. This 
young modern craftsman lake 
home is masterly designed to 
maximize panoramic Western 
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home 
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of 
sophisticated, three-story living 
space, complete with multilevel 
waterside decks, a radius stone 
faced patio, and a tiered land-
scape with its own waterfall. 
From morning coffee to sunset 
gatherings, you will enjoy every 
minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet 
main level features a spacious 
open floor plan, welcoming you 

into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room 
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting 
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, 
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, 
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room 
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level 
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting 
memories!     MLS#73563787  $1,750,000

Webster- 18 DiDonato Ave 
THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
B L E - O N E - L E V E L - M O V E - I N -
READY-RANCH!  Offers 980 SF+, 2 
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room.  Situated on a 
7,104 sf level lot w/80’ road frontage, 
a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA-
RAGE!  Conveniently located in East 
Village. First Time Offered!
MLS #73534105 $333,000

Featured New Listing!
24 Laurelwood Dr

Webster Lake Waterfront

SORRY, SOLD!

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Charlton Lions to serve up popular sausage sandwiches at Old Home Day
CHARLTON — The 

Charlton Lions Club will 
again serve their always 
popular sausage, pepper and 
onion grinders at Charlton’s 
Old Home Day celebra-
tion, which is scheduled for 

Sunday, Sept. 6, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. (In case of rain, 
the event will be held on 
Monday, Labor Day.)

In addition to the grinders, 
the Lions’ booth on the town 
common will offer breakfast 

sandwiches and hash brown 
patties (as long as they last!), 
hot dogs and sauerkraut, 
chips, soft drinks and water.

Proceeds from the booth 
will support The Charlton 
Lions Club’s many contri-

butions to its community – 
scholarships for local schol-
ars, holiday gifts to needy 
families, youth programs, 
support for disaster victims, 
diabetes camperships, eye 
research, handicap ramps, 

and more. 
Lions Clubs International 

is the largest service orga-
nization in the world. The 
Charlton club meets the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Great 

Room at The Overlook (door 
62) and welcomes visitors 
and potential members. For 
more information, visit www.
charltonlionsclub.com or call 
Membership Chair Kathy 
Gallant at 508-248-6479.
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Great
Selection!

WHITCO 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)DEALS  BETTER THAN

the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

END-OF-SEASON

WE REPAIR BIKES!
GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES

Starts Now! - Best Prices!

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

St. Anne – St. Patrick Parish introduces family-friendly 
schedule for 2026–2027 Faith Formation program

FISKDALE — St. 
Anne–St. Patrick Parish 
is making it easier for 
families to participate 
in both Faith Formation 
and Sunday Mass with a 
newly redesigned class 
schedule for the 2026–
2027 program year. By 
intentionally center-
ing its Faith Formation 
schedule around the 
10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, 
the parish hopes families 

can more easily worship 
together while also hav-
ing more time back in 
their Sundays.

“At St. Anne – St. 
Patrick Parish, we want 
to remove obstacles 
that make it difficult 
for families to practice 
their faith together,” said 
Fr. Salvator Musande, 
Pastor of St. Anne – St. 
Patrick Parish. “Our new 
schedule allows children 

to grow in their knowl-
edge and understanding 
of the Catholic Faith 
while making Sunday 
Mass something fami-
lies can attend together. 
We warmly invite both 
returning and new fami-
lies to join us.”

Regis t ra t ion  i s 
now open for Faith 
Formation for students 
in Kindergarten through 
Grade 11. Families are 

encouraged to register 
online by September 6, 
2026, which will help 
with class planning, 
although registration will 
remain open after that 
date.

The new class sched-
ule is:

• Grades K–6: Sundays, 
8:45–9:45 a.m., before 
the 10 a.m. Mass.

• Grades 7–11: 
Sundays, 11:15 a.m.–
12:30 p.m., after the 10 
a.m. Mass.

Faith Formation pro-
vides children and teens 
with age-appropriate 
instruction in the Catholic 

Faith, Sacred Scripture, 
Prayer, Christian living, 
and preparation for the 
Sacraments. Online reg-
istration is the preferred 
registration method and 
is available on the parish 
website. A paper regis-
tration form is also avail-
able for families who 
need one.

For more information 
or to register, visit www.
StAnneStPatrickParish.
com or call 508-347-
9353.

St. Anne St. Patrick 
Parish & Shrine is an 
active parish communi-
ty serving the Sturbridge 

area and beyond, offering 
daily Masses, religious 
education, and communi-
ty ministries. The shrine 
grounds welcome thou-
sands of visitors each 
year and feature St. Anne 
Shrine, Stations of the 
Cross and Crucifix, Hall 
of Saints, Russian Icon 
Exhibit, Generations 
Statue, Angel of Hope 
Monument, Memorial 
for the Unborn, Votive 
Chapels,  weekend 
Masses celebrated in the 
outdoor pavilion during 
the summer, and a reli-
gious gift shop open daily 
from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Courtesy Photo

Faith Formation students with leaders in the Parish Center.

Courtesy Photos

The Charlton Garden Club will 
hold its annual Flower Show 
at Olde Home Day! Come Visit 
Us at Our New Location on the 
Common Sept. 6, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Stop by to take in beautiful 
and unique floral designs creat-
ed by members and displayed 
at our booth on the Common. 
Chat with Charlton Garden 
Club members and get a list of 
our fall meetings and speakers. 
Everyone is welcome to attend 
meetings. Drop by to say hello, 
meet our members and learn 
about club activities.
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