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Janet Malser 
grants fund 
children’s 

curiosity center 
and pollinator 
garden at the 

Pearle
DUDLEY —  The Pearle L. 

Crawford Memorial Library 
in Dudley was recently awarded 
an $8,155 Janet Malser Grant to 
upgrade the Children’s Room with 
a new space named the “Crawford 
Curiosity Center.”

An underutilized cubby will 
be removed and replaced with a 
STEM-based busy wall designed for 
children ages one to six. The trans-
formation will enhance the function-
ality, educational value and visual 
appeal of space, while directly sup-
porting early childhood learning and 
development.

“STEM learning in early child-
hood is critical as it lays the foun-
dation for later success in critical 
thinking, spatial reasoning and 

Courtesy

Planning for the fourth Bites, Books, and Blooms event at the Webster Gladys E. Kelly Public Library is underway. The fundraiser, which features 
books in bloom—floral arrangements capturing the essence of a literary work—will take place on Wednesday, September 23, 2026 at the 
Library from 6-8 p.m. Bites from Eighty Ates Restaurant and the Carlos Odria Trio’s soothing music will accompany the blooms. To celebrate 
America 250, this year floral designers are being asked to choose American poems, short stories, and novels for their arrangements. These 
will be raffled at the event, along with other items. Tickets will be on sale in August. Interested in designing? Contact the Friends of the Gladys 
E. Kelly Library at GladysKFriends@gmail.com.  Members of the Steering Committee for the event pictured above are: Elizabeth Gray, Robin 
River, Elaine Davies, Evan Hale, and Rena Klebart. Tom Klebart is also a member of the committee.

Janet Malser 
Humanities Trust 
supports Gladys 
E. Kelly Library
WEBSTER — The Janet Malser Humanities Trust has 

generously supported the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library. 
With a grant to the Friends of the Library, the Library’s pop-
ular music series will continue throughout the year. Another 
grant given to the Library will bring a prominent author  to 
Webster through their One Book, One Community annual 
event.

The Library has been hosting a concert series since the 

Michael Tubbs

W A L T H A M 
—  Benchmark Senior 
Living, a leading senior 
living provider in the 
Northeast, today announced 
that Michael Tubbs, senior 

director of lifestyle engage-
ment, and Michelle Tristani, 
director of memory care 
training and innovation, 
have been named recipi-
ents of the 2026 Memory 
Care Innovation Awards 
from WTWH Healthcare. 
The two are among just 13 
professionals nationwide 
recognized for advancing 
dementia care.

 
The annual awards honor 

leaders who are redefin-
ing cognitive care delivery 
and shaping the future of 
aging through innovative, 

high-quality approach-
es that improve outcomes 
for individuals living with 
memory-related conditions 
– and those who care for 
them.

 
Tubbs, who lives in 

Auburn, brings more than 
16 years of experience 
across senior living, begin-
ning his career as a rec-
reational therapist. While 
serving as an executive 
director for several memory 
care communities – includ-
ing Benchmark’s Adelaide 
of Newton Centre – he 

identified opportunities to 
enhance staff training, care-
giver support and resident 
engagement.

 
Today, Tubbs is helping 

lead a holistic transforma-
tion of memory care across 
Benchmark’s 68 Mind & 
Memory Care communities 
throughout the Northeast. 
His work includes reimag-
ining training programs, 
introducing purposeful-
ly designed environments 
that empower residents, 
and expanding staff devel-

Ryan Murphy named 
vice president for 
advancement at 
Nichols College

DUDLEY — Ryan Murphy, a seasoned and successful 
fundraising professional, has been named vice president for 
advancement at Nichols College. He will begin his role on 
June 15.

“I am so thrilled to return to Nichols College, where I 
received a master’s degree back in 2010. I am truly excited 
to work alongside President Pieczynski, his cabinet and a 
talented veteran advancement team,” said Murphy. “I can’t 
wait to join the Herd and engage with Bison alumni, friends, 
families, students, trustees, faculty and staff while elevating 
philanthropy at Nichols to the next level. It is a privilege to 
join this exceptional community that is in the business of 
transforming students into leaders!”

Murphy joins Nichols from Anna Maria College, where 
he has served as vice president for advancement since 
2023. In this role, he served as a member of the Presidential 
Cabinet and managed a staff of seven. Under his tenure, 
Anna Maria increased gifts to the Annual Operating Fund 
year over year, by 26 percent in his first year, by 300 
percent to $1.5 million in 2024-25 and by 430 percent to 
$6.5 million thus far in 2025-26. Before his arrival, the 
AMC Annual Operating Fund’s highest amount raised was 
$560,000. Anna Maria also received a gift of $5 million this 
past March, the largest gift ever to the college.

His strategic vision and collaborative efforts enabled 
the advancement team to raise $4.3 million in capital 
funding for key projects, including the Miriam Nursing 

Courtesy

Booklovers’ Gourmet in Webster is hosting “Layers of Imagination,” an art show & sale featuring mixed media 
drawings by Tim Oliver from June 5-30 in the cafe gallery.
The public is invited to a meet and greet with the artist on Saturday, June 13, 2-4 p.m. Oliver lives in Woodstock, 
Conn., and has displayed his work in the local area for many years, including most recently at the Pearle L. Crawford 
Library in Dudley. For more information, call 508-949-6232. Booklovers’ Gourmet is located at 72 East Main St., 
Webster.

Auburn resident recognized for 
innovative Alzheimer’s & dementia care
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AUBURN — Auburn 
Recreation & Culture 
is preparing for a busy 
summer season with a 
wide variety of programs 
and community events 
designed to bring resi-
dents together through 
fitness, music, recreation, 
and family activities.

Among the upcoming 
offerings is the Mason 
Jar Flower Arranging 
Workshop, scheduled 
for Wednesday, July 
22, at 6 p.m. at Camp 
Gleason, 261 Central St. 
Participants will create 
decorative floral arrange-
ments while learning 
flower arranging basics in 
a relaxed setting. All sup-
plies are included. The 
cost is $55, payable upon 
registration, and checks 
should be made payable 
to the Town of Auburn.

The department is 
also continuing its part-
nership with the United 
States Tennis Association 
through the “Tennis in the 
Parks” program, which 
introduces children to 
the fundamentals of ten-
nis in a fun and support-
ive environment led by 
a USTA-approved coach. 
The program focuses on 
helping players develop 
skills to serve, rally, and 
play using age-appropri-
ate equipment.

Students participating 
in their first session will 
receive and keep a new 
tennis racquet and tennis 

ball. Sessions are sched-
uled at the Auburn High 
School tennis courts, 340 
Southbridge St.

Programs include: 
• Grades 1-2: Saturdays, 
May 9 through June 
20, from 9 to 10 a.m. 
• Grades 3-5: Saturdays, 
May 9 through June 
20, from 10 to 11 a.m. 
• Grades 6-8: Saturdays, 
May 9 through June 20, 
from 11 a.m. to noon.

Each session costs $75.
Residents can also look 

forward to the Town of 
Auburn Independence 
Day Celebration on June 
30 from 5 to 9:30 p.m. 
at the Dr. Arthur and Dr. 
Martha Pappas Recreation 
Complex. A rain date is 
scheduled for July 1.

The annual celebration 
will feature free shuttle 
transportation provided 
by WRTA and Auburn 
Access Transportation, 
with pickup locations 
at Pakachoag School, 
the Senior Center, and 
Auburn Mall. Organizers 
noted that pets are not 
permitted, with the excep-
tion of service animals.

Another popular event 
returning this sum-
mer is the Town Wide 
Community Yard Sale on 
June 13 from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Residents wishing to 
participate can obtain a 
yard sale permit through 
the Town Clerk’s Office 
at Town Hall, 104 Central 
St. The deadline to be 

included on the official 
address list is June 4.

Music lovers will once 
again have plenty to enjoy 
during the Summer in 
the Park Concert Series 
at the Riley-Pappas 
Performance Pavilion at 
the Dr. Arthur and Dr. 
Martha Pappas Recreation 
Complex.

Concerts are held 
Thursdays from 6 to 8 
p.m., while the Farmers 
Market runs from 4 to 7 
p.m. beginning June 4.

This year’s con-
cert lineup includes: 
• June 4 — Robert 
Black, Elvis tribute 
• June 11 — Alter 
Ego, party rock 
• June 18 — Verona Rose, 
alternative power pop 
• June 25 — On the 
Rocks, classic rock 
• July 9 — Boys Gone 
Wild, 1980s rock tribute 
• July 16 — The Brat 
Pack, 1980s tribute 
• July 23 — XS Band, 
Motown to Top 40 
• July 30 — She’s 
Busy, classic rock 
• Aug. 6 — Dock 10, 
1970s and 1980s music 
• Aug. 13 — Below 
Deck, yacht rock 
• Aug. 20 — 4EverFab, 
Beatles tribute 
• Aug. 27 — 
Aquanett, 1980s rock 
• Sept. 3 — Petty Larceny, 
Tom Petty tribute

F o r 
s t u d e n t 
athletes, 

Auburn Recreation & 
Culture is also sponsor-
ing Athletic Development 
Training for boys and 
girls in grades 5 through 
12.

The ongoing Thursday 
evening program runs 
from 7 to 8 p.m. in the 
Auburn High School 
Fitness Room. The cur-
rent session runs May 
7 through June 25 and 
includes 10 classes for 
$100, with a $15 drop-in 
option available.

The program is led by 
certified personal train-
er and coach Josh, who 
has more than 25 years 
of coaching experience. 
Organizers said the train-
ing focuses on improving 
athletic performance, pre-
venting injuries, building 
conditioning, and teach-
ing proper strength-train-
ing techniques for athletes 
participating in all sports.

Space is limited, with 
organizers noting the 
class requires a minimum 
of five participants and 
has a maximum capacity 
of 10 students.

For additional informa-
tion or registration details 
on any Auburn Recreation 
& Culture program, res-
idents may contact the 
department at 508-832-
7736 or email kpappas@
auburnma.gov.
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 Real Estate
AUBURN 

$940,000, 1 Crowl Hill Rd, Basil, 
Arvind, and Basil, Anita, to Gregoire, 
Shannon.

DUDLEY
$630,000, 249 Dudley Southbridge 

Rd, T Reardon Builders Inc, to Clogston, 
Sarah J, and Clogston 3rd, Gordon M.

OXFORD
$930,000, 29 Charlton St, Depot Road 

Rt, and Gavin, Suzann, to Worcester 
Hills Rt, and Hevey, Gregory P.

$365,000, 4 Toria Heights Rd #4, 
Higgins, Steven J, to Lavallee, Michael 
J.

$236,000, 4 Pond St, Robles, 
Kassandra Jasmine, and Robles, 
Kassandra, to Erikson, Seolyoung.

$197,000, 24 Thayer Pond Dr, Caves, 
Douglas Henry, and Murphy, Sandra L, 
to Mancuso, Peter.

$156,975, 71 Charlton St, Newrez 
LLC, and Deutsche Bk Natl T Co Tr, to 
71 Charlton Street LLC.

$100,000, Southbridge Rd, Sinkus, 
Algimantas, and Sinkus, Silvestras, to 
Lozoraitis, Helen V, and Lozoraitis, 
Jean P.

WEBSTER
$205,000, 18 King Phillip Rd, Asgc 

Holdings LLC, to Olona, Hamdallah M, 
and Tijani, Rasheed.

Almanac
Open to Close

DUDLEY
Dudley Town Hall (508) 949-8000

Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

Dudley Police Department (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Dudley Fire Department (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday.....................................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

Oxford Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs......................9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday.........................................9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday...............................................9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Oxford Police Department (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

Oxford Fire Department (987-6012)
Monday-Friday.............................8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER
Webster Town Hall (508) 949-3850

Office Hours:
Monday..............................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday.............................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday..........................................8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Webster Police Department
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 Webster Fire Department (949-3875)

Monday-Friday..................................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday...........................................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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MEET Jill
Meet Jill: Champion Snuggler & Professional Cuddle Bug 
If you’re looking for a serious snuggle bug, Jill is your girl! She absolutely lives for affection—whether 
she’s curled up right next to you on the couch, leaning in for full-body hugs, or rolling over for endless 
belly rubs. Jill doesn’t just enjoy cuddles… she commits to them.
In the home, Jill is a total cuddle bug—house-trained, relaxed, and happiest right by your side. She loves 
curling up on the couch or basking in a sunny spot, always happiest when she’s close to her people. 
Calm and easygoing, she’ll thrive in a cozy home where she can soak up all the love.
Jill also has a fun, playful side! She enjoys playtime, adores squeaky toys and loves to train and learn new 
things—especially when treats are involved! She already knows her basics—sit, down, and paw and will 
be a great partner for someone who wants a dog that’s both affectionate and engaged.
Out and about, Jill loves meeting people and greets everyone with her signature smile, wagging tail, and 
gentle lean-in hugs (belly rubs encouraged!). On leash, Jill can be a bit strong and will benefit from con-
tinued guidance. She can also feel overwhelmed in busy neighborhoods, especially when lots of other 
dogs are around, so she’d likely be happiest in a quieter area where she can feel more at ease. While 
she has lived with other dogs in the past, she prefers slow introductions and time to build comfort. 
Because of that, Jill would do best as the only dog in the home, where she can fully relax and shine.

Busy summer ahead
 for Auburn Rec

Amropali Karmakar 
makes Academic 

Achievement List at 
Georgia Southwestern 

State University
AMERICUS, Ga. — Amropali Karmakar, a resident of Auburn, 

made the Spring 2026 Academic Achievement List at Georgia 
Southwestern State University and was among 849 students recog-
nized for scholastic achievement.

To be eligible for the Academic Achievement List, a student 
must previously earn at least 12 credit hours at GSW, be enrolled 
in 3 to 11 hours of courses, and earn a 3.5 or higher GPA.

Georgia Southwestern State University, located in Americus, 
Ga., is a public, four-year unit of the University System of Georgia 
with approximately 4,000 students. Georgia Southwestern offers 
outstanding professional programs of study as well as degrees in 
the arts, humanities, sciences and graduate programs in business, 
computer science, education, and nursing. Founded in 1906, 
Georgia Southwestern is recognized as one of the best value col-
leges in the nation. Visit www.gsw.edu for more information.



Area residents
 graduate 

from Stonehill 
College

EASTON —  Patrick LeClair of Oxford and 
Briana Reidy of Auburn received Bachelor of Arts 
degrees at Stonehill College’s 75th Commencement 
on Sunday, May 17.

At this year’s ceremony, Leo J. Meehan III 
‘75, president and CEO of W.B. Mason, served 
as keynote speaker. He also received an honorary 
degree alongside Matt Brown ‘16, who established 
the Matt Brown Foundation, and Sister Andrea 
Lee, I.H.M., former president of St. Catherine 
University and Alverno College.

About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a Catholic institution of higher 

learning, was founded by the Congregation of Holy 
Cross in 1948. Located on the beautiful 387-acre 
campus and former estate of Frederick Lothrop 
Ames in North Easton, Massachusetts, it is a com-
munity of scholarship and faith, anchored by a 
belief in the inherent dignity of each person.

Through more than 100 academic programs in 
the liberal arts, sciences, business and pre-pro-
fessional fields, Stonehill College provides an 
education of the highest caliber that fosters critical 
thinking, free inquiry and the interchange of ideas 
for over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates the whole person so 
that each Stonehill graduate thinks, acts and leads 
with courage toward the creation of a more just and 
compassionate world.

Auburn 
Historical 
Society & 

Museum offers 
summer 

internship 
program

AUBURN — For the sixth year, the Auburn Historical 
Society and Museum will off a summer internship program 
at their museum at 41 South St. on Tuesday and Saturday 
mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The program will offer interns experience in photo and 
document organizing/categorizing, researching Auburn’s 
past and data input for the Holstrom Digital Archives. There 
will be the development and implementing of children’s 
programs. Interns will also learn how to create and maintain 
historical exhibits. The will gain practical experience of 
museum operations. 

Each unpaid internship can be tailored to students in 
grade 8 through college, scouts, youth groups, and those 
looking for community service hours as well as work expe-
rience. The museum is handicap accessible. You do not 
need to be a resident of Auburn to be part of this program. 

This article is made possible by the Auburn Historical 
Society & Museum, 41 South St. The museum is open 
Tuesday and Saturday mornings 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
and may be reached at auburnmuseum@
verizon.net or 508-832-6856, www.auburn-
historicalmuseum.org or follow us on 
Facebook at Auburn Historical.                      
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What should you do in the new year? Get your “estate 
needs in order”.  No one likes to talk about death, that is 
why you should have everything done in advance.   Make 
sure your hard-earned money and investments are left to 
those you want.  Call me for a free consultation. Also, han-
dling all types of real estate matters.  

Cournoyer & Cournoyer, P.C.
Attorney Don Cournoyer, Jr. 

Cell:  508-868-7943
don@cournoyerlaw.net 

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS  
Thursdays-  Sirloin Steak French Dip $20 • Fridays-  Whale’s Tale Fish & Chips $20

Now taking 
reservations 

 for Father’s Day

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

SPRING
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

WEBSTER/DOUGLAS — 
Local boaters will have two oppor-
tunities in June to make sure their 
watercraft are ready for a safe 
summer season during free Vessel 
Safety Check events hosted by the 
Tri-State Flotilla 10-2 of the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary.

The free inspections will take 
place Saturday, June 13, at the 
Memorial Beach Boat Ramp on 
Webster Lake in Webster and 
Saturday, June 27, at the Wallum 
Lake Boat Ramp inside Douglas 
State Forest in Douglas. Both sta-
tions will operate from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Weather-related reschedule 
dates will be the following Sundays 
at the same times and locations.

Boat owners are encouraged 
to bring all types of watercraft 
for inspection, including kay-
aks, canoes, personal watercraft, 
sailboats, fishing boats, pontoon 
boats, ski boats, and cabin cruisers. 
Vessels may be inspected either on 
trailers or while afloat.

According to organizers, the 
inspections are designed to help 
recreational boaters comply with 
both federal and state boating safe-
ty regulations before heading out 
onto the water for the busy summer 
season.

Volunteer Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Vessel Examiners will conduct 
what organizers describe as a “stem 
to stern” review of required safe-
ty equipment and overall vessel 

condition. Items reviewed include 
registration and hull identification 
numbers, life jackets, navigation 
lights, fire extinguishers, flares 
and expiration dates, ventilation 
systems, sound-producing devices, 
and general vessel safety standards.

Boats that successfully meet 
the requirements will receive a 
2026 Vessel Safety Check decal. 
Organizers noted that the decal 
may help indicate to law enforce-
ment officers on the water that the 
vessel is in compliance with safety 
regulations and could potentially 
qualify boat owners for insurance 
discounts.

Importantly, organizers stressed 
that the inspections are volun-
tary and educational rather than 
punitive. No citations are issued, 
no penalties are assessed, and no 
reports are filed with law enforce-
ment agencies if deficiencies are 
found.

Instead, examiners provide guid-
ance to help boaters correct any 
issues. In many cases, organizers 
said, a simple stop at a marine 
supply store for missing equipment 
is enough to pass a same-day rein-
spection.

“Vessel Examiners are qualified 
and experienced to answer any 
boating-related questions or con-
cerns along with being trained to 
spot any potential problems,” orga-
nizers stated in the event announce-
ment.

The Webster Lake event at 
Memorial Beach includes accom-
modations for trailered boats that 
are not launching. Organizers said 
vessels without a Webster access 
sticker may still be inspected at the 
entrance gate if they are remaining 
on trailers.

At the Wallum Lake station in 
Douglas, personal watercraft are 
not permitted to launch on week-
ends, but organizers noted they 
may still be brought to the ramp 
area for inspection.

Both inspection stations can also 
accommodate vessels arriving by 
water.

The Coast Guard Auxiliary also 
conducts vessel safety examina-
tions at various unscheduled times 
throughout the boating season, 
though organizers noted that inland 
examiners are limited and not 
always readily available.

Boat owners unable to attend 
either event may also schedule a 
free inspection online through the 
national Vessel Safety Check web-
site.

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
serves as the uniformed civilian 
component of the United States 
Coast Guard and supports the Coast 
Guard in a variety of mission areas. 
The organization was established 
by Congress in 1939.

Coast Guard Auxiliary  
offers boat safety checks

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Viewpoint THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries 
for next week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS 
to Editor Brendan Berube at The Webster Times — news@stone-
bridgepress.news

Editorial

The last 
real waiting 

rooms
The other morning, I found 

myself sitting in a small-town 
Massachusetts waiting room 
with six other people and abso-
lutely nothing to do.

No television blaring head-
lines nobody asked for. No 
giant digital screen flashing 
advertisements for prescription 

drugs with side effects worse than the original 
illness. No music pounding through hidden ceiling 
speakers.

Just silence.
Well…not complete silence.
There was the occasional page turning from a 

woman reading a paperback novel. Somebody 
coughing politely into a handkerchief. A coffee 
machine making tired little gurgling noises in the 
corner. Rain tapping against the windows.

And every single person in that room was pre-
tending not to notice each other while secretly 
noticing everybody.

New Englanders are specialists at that.
The gentleman across from me wore a Red 

Sox cap that had clearly survived several presi-
dential administrations. One woman had one of 
those enormous handbags that probably contained 
everything short of snow tires and jumper cables. 
An older fellow near the door kept folding and 
unfolding his umbrella like he was trying to solve 
a puzzle.

Nobody spoke for nearly 15 minutes.
Then, as always happens in small towns eventu-

ally, somebody cracked first.
A woman looked out the window at the rain and 

sighed, “Well, I guess the gardens needed it.”
That was it. The opening pitch.
Within two minutes, the entire room had become 

a committee on tomatoes.
One man said his plants were late this year. 

Another insisted you shouldn’t put them out 
before Memorial Day no matter what the weather 
says. Somebody else brought up rabbits. Then 
chipmunks. Then how nobody can keep wood-
chucks out of anything anymore.

And suddenly the room wasn’t quiet anymore.
People laughed.
People nodded.
The fellow with the umbrella told a story about 

his grandfather covering tomato plants with old 
bed sheets during a June frost back in 1962. The 
woman with the giant handbag offered everybody 
butterscotch candies from somewhere deep inside 
it like a magician pulling scarves from a hat.

For 20 minutes, nobody looked at a phone.
I noticed that afterward.
Not because phones are evil. Lord knows I use 

one often enough myself. My son can somehow 
pay bills, check the weather, order dinner, and 
watch a baseball game all on one little screen. 
Meanwhile I still occasionally press the flashlight 
button accidentally and spend five minutes won-
dering why my pocket’s glowing.

But there was something comforting about that 
waiting room conversation because it reminded 
me of an older kind of American life that seems to 
be slipping away around the edges.

We used to talk to strangers more.
Not deeply. Not dramatically. We weren’t pour-

ing our souls out in the hardware store aisle. But 
there was an understanding that if you sat beside 
somebody long enough, eventually one of you 
would mention the weather, the roads, the Red 
Sox, or how expensive blueberries have gotten.

And from there, conversation simply happened.
I worry sometimes that younger folks are losing 

those tiny everyday interactions that quietly hold 
communities together.

Not friendships exactly.
Something smaller than friendship, but import-

ant all the same.
Recognition.
Familiarity.
The sense that you belong among other human 

beings instead of merely passing beside them.
A town isn’t only buildings and roads. It’s thou-

sands of little moments where people acknowl-
edge each other’s existence. Holding doors. 
Waving from pickup trucks. Talking about gar-
dens in waiting rooms.

That’s the glue.
You remove enough of those ordinary moments 

and eventually people begin feeling lonely with-
out quite understanding why.

I don’t think most of us need giant solutions 
nearly as much as we need small reminders that 
we still live alongside one another.

A conversation about tomato plants can do more 
good than people realize.

Eventually the nurse called my name, and as I 
stood up, the fellow in the Red Sox cap nodded 
toward the rain outside and said, “Good soaking 
rain, anyway.”

Everybody murmured agreement like members 
of a town council.

I smiled all the way down the hallway.
And I thought afterward that maybe the last 

real community centers in America aren’t fancy 
places at all.

Maybe they’re ordinary waiting rooms where 
strangers still talk about gardens while the rain 
falls outside.

Planting 
curiosity, 
growing 

community
Libraries have always been places where communities 

quietly invest in their future. Long before computers, tab-
lets, and smartphones, libraries offered something far more 
lasting than technology alone: opportunity. A child walking 
through the doors of a local library may discover a love of 
reading, an interest in science, a fascination with history, or 
simply a safe and welcoming place to learn. That is why 
the recent grant awards supporting the Pearle L. Crawford 
Memorial Library in Dudley deserve recognition and 
appreciation throughout the community.

The library’s new “Crawford Curiosity Center” rep-
resents far more than a renovation project. It is an invest-
ment in young minds during the years when curiosity 
develops fastest. Early childhood educators have long 
understood that the first few years of life shape the foun-
dation for future learning. Children learn through touching, 
building, observing, and experimenting. The decision to 
replace an underused space with a STEM-focused busy 
wall for children ages one through six reflects a thoughtful 
understanding of how children learn best.

In recent years, conversations about STEM education 
often focus on high school robotics teams, advanced science 
labs, or workforce development. Those are all important. 
But the real beginning of STEM learning happens much 
earlier. It begins when a toddler learns how gears move, 
when a preschooler experiments with shapes and patterns, 
or when a young child asks “why?” for the hundredth time 
in a single afternoon. Encouraging that curiosity at an early 
age helps build confidence, problem-solving skills, and 
creativity that can last a lifetime.

The beauty of a project like the Crawford Curiosity 
Center is that it also keeps learning accessible. Not every 
family can afford expensive educational toys or enrichment 
programs. Public libraries help level the playing field by 
offering opportunities to every child, regardless of back-
ground or income. A small-town library becomes one of the 
few places where education, exploration, and imagination 
remain entirely free.

The second grant award, supporting a pollinator garden 
through the efforts of Local 4 Life, highlights another 
important truth about libraries today. Modern libraries are 
no longer simply quiet rooms filled with bookshelves. They 
are active community centers where people gather, learn, 
and connect with one another.

The planned pollinator garden will create an outdoor 
classroom where children and families can experience 
science directly through nature. Lessons about soil, polli-
nation, agriculture, and environmental stewardship become 
far more meaningful when children can see butterflies, 
bees, flowers, and growing plants with their own eyes. The 
project also fits naturally with the library’s upcoming sum-
mer reading theme, “Plant a Seed. Read.” It is a reminder 
that literacy and lifelong learning are deeply connected to 
the world around us.

There is also something fitting about a library creating 
a peaceful outdoor space for the public. In an increasing-
ly hurried world, communities benefit from places that 
encourage people to slow down, observe, and reflect. 
Gardens do more than beautify a property. They invite con-
versation, curiosity, and calm.

Projects like these also highlight the value of local part-
nerships. The collaboration between the library and Local 
4 Life demonstrates what can happen when nonprofits, 
educators, and community organizations work together 
toward shared goals. Too often, people assume meaningful 
improvements require massive budgets or state-level ini-
tiatives. In reality, many of the most impactful community 
projects begin locally with dedicated people who simply 
care enough to act.

Dudley should take pride in what the Pearle L. Crawford 
Memorial Library continues to represent. At a time when 
many communities worry about disconnection, shrinking 
attention spans, and the loss of shared civic spaces, the 
library remains one of the rare places where people of all 
ages can gather with a common purpose: learning.

The new curiosity center and pollinator garden may seem 
modest compared to large-scale construction projects or 
headline-grabbing developments. Yet their impact could 
prove far more lasting. Long after the grant money is spent, 
children will still be discovering, reading, building, and 
asking questions inside and outside the library walls.

That is how strong communities grow: one curious child 
at a time.
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Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, 
address, and a daytime phone number for purposes of 
verification in order to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the town in which they reside 
will be published. Letters submitted without all of the 
required information will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine 
whether a submission satisfies our requirements and 
decency standards, and any submission may be rejected 
at any time for any reason he or she might deem appro-
priate.

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

SOUTHBRIDGE —  For many years, the Southbridge Chess 
Club has flourished under the leadership of Benjamin Marinelli, a 
former Southbridge resident. 

In 2019, Marinelli earned second place at the Continental Chess 
Association tournament, finishing as runner-up in the Eastern Class 
Championships Class B section. The club he founded meets at the 
Jacob Edwards Library in Southbridge on Saturdays in April and 
May, then resumes in the fall when the library’s Saturday hours 
end in late May. Most participants are children and teenagers, along 
with a few adults who enjoy the challenge. Chess brings people 
together, teaches players to win and lose with grace and builds 
valuable skills. It strengthens focus, sparks creativity, boosts confi-
dence, exercises the mind and helps both children and adults think 
carefully about the consequences of each move.

Marinelli enjoys teaching this challenging game and sharing his 
passion and skills with the community. He has taught chess at the 
library for more than five years, with support from co-instructor 
Shielding Cournoyer, who hopes to inspire more girls and children 
to play. One tool they use is the ChessKid.com puzzles app, which 
allows students to test their skills on a 
touchscreen TV and see whether their 
moves work.

Brother Benjamin Marinelli is 
also a Master Mason and a member 
of the Major General Salem Towne 
Lodge (MGSTL) in Southbridge. 
He has belonged to the fraterni-
ty of Freemasonry for more than 
8 years and his commitment to it 
has strengthened his service to the 
community. He believes in helping 
others not only because it is the right 
thing to do, but also because it helps 
him become a better man. He values 
honor and integrity and those princi-
ples are evident in his work within 
the community. For more information 
about the Southbridge Chess Club, 
visit their Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/southbridgechessclub. 
To learn more about Freemasonry or find a lodge near you, visit 
massfreemasonary.org

Local Mason 
shares love of chess

Ben Marinelli explaining a chess move to Caleb Morales.

       Courtesy

 Co-Instructor Shielding 
Cournoyer watches one of 
the students work through 
his chess problem on the 
chesskid.com puzzle app. 
On the T.V. monitor.

 Students of all ages enjoy playing chess during a class in the Reading 
Room at the Jacob Edwards Library.
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Tuesday price 5/19/26 was $4.59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 

a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.; Saturday 
9 a.m.-2 p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!
	 Want to receive updates about our 

upcoming events? Sign up for email alerts 
by visiting our website or contacting our 
Adult Services Librarian Jessica Fontaine 
at jfontaine@cwmars.org

Adult Programming
Literacy Volunteers: ESL Classes – 

Tuesdays at 6:00pm
	 The Literacy Cafe is a free week-

ly English conversation class offered 
by Literacy Volunteers of South Central 
Massachusetts (LVSCM). This class is free 
to attend and is open to all adults. For more 
information, email us at info@lvscm.org.

Grief Support Group – 2nd Tuesday and 
4th Saturday of the Month (6:30pm on 
Tuesdays; 10:00am on Saturdays) in the 
Local History Room

	 Losing a loved one is never easy. 
Please know that you are not alone. If 
you need support in trying to navigate the 
changes in your life, join us in a place of 
safety and comfort with others who have 
also experienced loss. This grief support 
group is a place to find understanding as we 
explore our grief, share coping strategies, 
and begin to heal. 

Yoga – Saturdays at 9:15am 

Join Julie at the Gladys E. Kelly Library 
for a vinyasa yoga class for all levels. A 
typical class involves centering the mind 
with the breath, aromatherapy, movement 
of the body to release energetic blockages, 
and, finally, rest and relaxation. Classes are 
free. Funded by the Friends of the Gladys 
E. Kelly Public Library.	

Yoga Nidrā with Jess – Fridays at 9:00am 
	 Join Adult Services Librarian 

Jess for a relaxing yoga nidrā practice 
to start your day. Jess will guide partici-
pants through a few simple yoga asanas to 
release physical tension. Participants will 
then settle into a reclined position for a 
guided relaxation (yoga nidrā). Registration 
is required and Jess will meet you at the 
program door.  If you have your own yoga 
mat, please bring it and be sure to dress in 
comfortable clothing. 

Worcester County Sheriff’s Office Hour 
– First Friday of the Month 9am-10am

The Worcester County Sheriff’s Office, 
Webster Regional Resource Center offers a 
variety of support services including; sup-
port groups, case management, education 
(including Hi-Set), employment opportuni-
ties, health insurance assistance, MA State 
ID/B.Cert, substance use and mental health 
referrals, transportation, recovery coaching 
and overall support.  Their friendly case 
managers will be offering support the first 
Friday of every month from 9-10am.

Trivia Palooza 8 – Monday, June 1st at 
6:00pm

	 Join Evan and Jess for General 
Knowledge Trivia. Assemble your team (up 
to 5 people) and put your thinking caps on! 
Registration is required.

Learn to Gel Print with Happy Arts 
Events – Tuesday, June 2nd at 6:00pm

	 Gel printing is a fun and versatile 
way to create unique art. Discover (or prac-
tice!) using a gel printing plate, paint, bray-
ers, interesting papers and stencil/imprint 
objects. You can produce wonderful works 
of art to use in collage, journals, greeting 
cards, scrapbooks, or framed art! You can 
even print on fabric!

The Midnight Society x The Final 
Frontier Book Group – Wednesday, June 
3rd at 6:00pm

	 Join Janessa and Evan for this spe-
cial collaboration between The Midnight 
Society Horror Book Group, and The Final 
Frontier Sci-Fi Book Group as we discuss 
how Mary Shelley’s  Frankenstein  crosses 
over between these two genres.

Computer Basics for Beginners – Friday, 
June 5th at 11:00am

	 Come learn some computer basics 
with Assistant Director Evan Hale and 
Adult Services Librarian Jess Fontaine. 
Registration is required.

Climate Future Film Festival – Tuesday, 
June 9th at 5:30pm

	 This “mini festival” features ten 
award-winning short films from four con-
tinents that invite inspiration, conversa-
tion, and hope around climate change. 

The films—documentary, drama, anima-
tion, and humor—explore the human and 
emotional dimensions of the climate cri-
sis. Leading climate voice Bill McKibben 
serves as Honorary Judge and anchors 
the festival with a videotaped introduc-
tion. Four-time Academy Award nominee 
Edward Norton joins him this year as 
Honorary Judge and Awards Judge, select-
ing four films in the timely program for 
highest honors.

Cookbook Club – Wednesday, June 10th 
at 6:00pm

	 Join our cookbook club this 
month as we cook recipes from the same 
book. We always have a great time eating 
and discussing our experiences with the 
book. This month we’re reading and cook-
ing from  Weekday Vegetarians  by Jenny 
Rosenstrach.

Extra copies are available at the circu-
lation desk. To be added to the list, please 
email jfontaine@cwmars.org 

Programming for All Ages
Library for All –Mondays and Fridays in 

June at 10am 
	 Library for All is an inclusive pro-

gram for teens and adults of all abilities and 
their caregivers. Please let us know if you 
need any special accommodations! Join us 
every Monday and Friday! The 1st week 
of the month is coloring, the 2nd week is 
LEGO, the 3rd week is chair yoga, and the 
4th week of the month is painting. 

Friends Spring Concert Series: Dan 
Fontaine’s Elvis Tribute – Thursday, June 
4th at 6:30pm

	 Dan Fontaine grew up in 
Massachusetts and was raised listening to 
the music of Elvis Presley. At 16, he began 
his music career. Dan began performing his 
Elvis tribute all over New England in 2014, 
and aims to capture the energy, passion, and 
vocal prowess of The King.

Children’s and Young Adult Programming
Play-Doh Storytime – Mondays at 

10:30am
	 Join us for an engaging storytime 

filled with interactive stories and Play-Doh 
fun! Kids are invited to explore, squish and 
make new creations each week. This sen-
sory-friendly program is perfect for young 
learners and their grown-ups.

Creators Club – Mondays at 4:00pm
	 Come explore our Creators Club, 

where each month features a new theme 
highlighting a different art supply for kids 
to experiment with and turn into their own 
masterpieces! June’s Theme: Paper Chain 
Jellyfish! Kids will practice cutting out 
paper and weaving pieces together to make 
some amazing jellyfish. 

Tiny Groovers – Tuesdays at 10:30am
	 Join Miss Paige for a groovy sto-

rytime! Toddlers ages 2-5 and their caregiv-
ers will dance to popular kids’ tunes while 
using instruments and playful props, and 
enjoy an interactive story each week.

Mighty Builders – Tuesdays at 4:00pm
	 Unleash creativity in our free-

build program featuring LEGOs, magnet 
tiles, wooden blocks, marble runs, and 
more!

Spring Festival – Saturday, May 30th 
from 11:00am-2:00pm

	 Join us for our annual Spring 
Festival! This community event will offer 
9 Hole Mini Golf from One Up Games, a 
dunk tank with some awesome volunteers 
inside, an ice cream sundae station, soccer 
darts, henna and more.

Teen Advisory Board – Wednesday, June 
10th at 2:45pm

	 Do you want to make the teen 
room and teen programs work for you? We 
want to do that, too. Join jess and Paige for 
informal conversation about what works 
and what doesn’t in the teen room. Ideas? 
Bring them! Concerns? Bring those, too!

Gladys E. Kelly Public Library

Dudley sets 
Candidates’ 
Night for 

June 8
DUDLEY —  Dudley’s Annual Town 

Election will be held 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. June 
15 at the Dudley Municipal Complex, 71 
West Main St.

The candidates on the election ballot have 
been invited to participate in a Candidates’ 
Night: 6:30 p.m. at the Dudley Municipal 
Complex, 71 West Main St. Residents are 
invited to meet the candidates and pose 
questions to gain an understanding of their 
positions relative to town governance and 
the seat they are seeking.

The election ballot holds one contest-
ed seat: Incumbent Kerry Cyganiewicz Sr. 
is challenged by Cynthia M. Iwanski for 
Board of Selectmen.

Unopposed on the ballot are:
Condrad M. Allen for Assessor
Maureen Chickering for DCRSD
Richard P. Clark for Bay Path Regional
Pamela M. Humphrey for Planning Board
Spenser Lee Bell for Planning Board
Kathleen E. Horne for Library Trustee
Heather B. Bowes for Library Trustee

Dudley Grange announces 
2026 recipients of Dudley 
Grange Scholarship award
 
DUDLEY — Dudley Grange is pleased to announce this year’s recipients of the Dudley 

Grange Scholarship Award.  The 2026  recipients are  David Betancur from Bay Path 
Regional Vocational Technical High School, Nina Julian and Hayley Phommala, both from 
Shepherd Hill Regional High School. 

Dudley Grange #163 wishes these students success in their educational pursuits.  Dudley 
Grange awards scholarships each year to graduating seniors from Shepherd Hill Regional, 
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical or Bartlett High School and any Dudley resident 
attending an accredited private high school. 

The Dudley Grange is a family oriented, community service organization with its roots 
in agriculture.   The Grange provides community service to Dudley and the surrounding 
area and supports local farming and agriculture. Dudley Grange is best known for its annu-
al Strawberry Festival held on the third Thursday in June. This year, it is June 18, from 4 
p.m. “until the berries are gone”.  For more information on the Dudley Grange, visit our 
Web site, dudleyfarmers.com, or our Facebook page, Dudley Grange #163.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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OBITUARIES
DUDLEY – Antoni 

Jaskolski, 85, passed 
away Wednesday, 
May 20, 2026 in 
UMass Memorial 
Healthcare, Worcester 
in the presence of his 
family. His wife of 
23 years, Theresa M. 

(Jaskolski) Jaskolski, died in 1995. 
He leaves a daughter, Paula-Jean 
Lamoureux and her husband Theodore of 
Somerset, KY; a son, Edward A. Jaskolski 
and his wife Kristina of Hudson; a grand-
son, Nathan Johnson and his wife April 
of Honesdale, PA; 4 great-grandchildren, 
Ivy, Kyra, Isaiah and Gabriel; a broth-
er Zygmunt Jaskolski and a sister, Lidia 
Chorowska both in Poland; a special 
nephew and niece Jarek Jaskolski and 
Theresa Bober who he welcomed from 
Poland into his home as his own chil-
dren; many nephews and nieces.   He 
was preceded in death by his 4 broth-
ers Wotek, Victor, Marian and Eugeniusz 
and by a sister Helena Laskowska. 
He was born in Gierwaty, Poland on 
January 15, 1941, a son of Boleslaw and 
Marianna Jaskolski and graduated from 
high school in 1959.   He was a mem-

ber of the Polish Army.   He emigrated 
to the United States in the early 1970’s. 
Mr. Jaskolski was a machinist for 
many years with Wyman-Gordon 
in both Worcester and Grafton. 
He was an active member of Saint Andrew 
Bobola Church.   He worked at both the 
St. Andrew’s and the Saint Joseph’s festi-
vals.  He was extremely involved in help-
ing people from Poland immigrate to the 
United States, finding them jobs, lodging 
and daily essentials.   While in Poland he 
was part of the Solidarity Movement that 
eventually gained Poland its’ freedom from 
the USSR.

He was very good at repairing 
almost anything.   He raised pigeons 
and enjoyed gardening and fishing.  
His funeral was held on Tuesday, May 26, 
from the Sitkowski, Malboeuf & Hickey 
Funeral Home, 340 School Street, Webster. 
Burial with a Mass at 11:00 AM in Saint 
Andrew Bobola Church, 54 West Main 
Street, Dudley.   Burial followed in Saint 
Joseph Garden of Peace. A calling period 
took place from 9:00 to 10:30 AM in the 
funeral home before Mass.  Donations in 
his memory may be made to Tri-Valley 
Elder Care, 10 Mill Street, Dudley, MA 
01571.   www.websterfunerals.com

Antoni Jaskolski, 85
WEBSTER – Phyllis 

M. (Belisle) Carlson, 
89, of Sutton Road, died 
on Monday, May 18, 
2026, at her home.

She was predeceased 
by her husband, Gerald 
C. Carlson who died in 
2020.   She is survived 

by three children, Melissa R. Voas and 
her husband Peter of Webster; Stephen C. 
Carlson of Dudley, and Rachel A. Carlson 
and her partner Steve Benoit of North 
Attleboro; five grandchildren, Jason Voas 
and his wife Jennifer, Nicole Schutter and 
her husband Levi, Jamal Carlson and his 
partner Bradie Schofield, Naomi Carlson, 
and Haleigh Carlson; five great-grandchil-
dren, Aurora Voas, Harrison Voas, Wyatt 
Schutter, Julia Schutter, and Kali Carlson; 
a niece and nephews.   She was prede-
ceased by a sister, Lorraine VanHooten.

She was born in Northbridge, daughter 
of the late Walter and Bernadette (Morin) 

Belisle, was raised in East Douglas, and 
lived in Webster since 1972.   She was 
a U.S. Army veteran from 1956-1959, 
serving as a member of the Woman’s 
Army Corp and as a secretary for Army 
Intelligence.

Mrs. Carlson was a claims representative 
in the insurance industry.  She was a mem-
ber of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in 
Webster, and was a member of the Ladies 
of St. Anne’s.  She enjoyed baking, sewing, 
reading, quilting, knitting, and travelling 
with her husband Jerry.

The family would like to thank Pam 
Lloyd and Brookhaven Hospice for their 
exceptional care during her illness.

A private graveside service will be held 
at North Cemetery in Oxford.   In lieu 
of flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made to the Parkinson’s Foundation, 
1350 Broadway, Ste 1530, New York, NY 
10018.

Paradis-Givner Funeral Home in Oxford 
is directing the arrangements.

Phyllis M. Carlson, 89

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge Press, 
PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550,

 or by e-mail to obits@stonebridgepress.news

logical problem solving,” 
Library Director Nicole 
Messier said.

Work is set to commence 
late fall.

Additionally, local non-
profit Local 4 Life was 
awarded a $2,600 Janet 
Malser Grant to install a 
pollinator garden on the 
front lawn of the Pearle.

Local 4 Life has partnered 
with the Pearle over the past 
two years to provide six 
educational programs for 
children and families in the 
Fels Community Room. 
These programs have fea-
tured hands-on learning 
experiences focused on top-
ics such as soil health, com-
posting, pollinators, plant 
life cycles, and agricultural 
crops.

The grant funding will 
enable these lessons to be 
expanded into an outdoor 
setting, creating

opportunities for more 
structured and immersive 
programming. Examples of 
educational activities in this 
garden include nature-based 

literacy activities, age-ap-
propriate science lessons, 
and environmental steward-
ship workshops.

It will also be used to 
support the library’s 2026 
Summer Reading Program 
theme, “Plant a Seed. 
Read.”

This reading program 

idea is rooted in the concept 
of farm-to-table.

The garden space will 
also be open to informal 
use by library patrons, small 
groups, and families

seeking a peaceful and 
educational outdoor envi-
ronment.

CURIOSITY
continued from page  A1

opening of the new build-
ing in 2018. With this grant 
funding the Library will 
continue its adult concert 
series, and also add more 
youth and family concerts. 

“We have seen a growing 
interest in music program-
ming for youth within our 
community. Community 
members are asking for 
more and more concerts 

that they can attend as 
a family, and we aim to 
please!” commented Gladys 
E. Kelly Library Director, 
Sondra Murphy. 

As a result of this demand, 
the Library has already 
scheduled three large-scale 
musical performances for 
the summer.

This year’s One Book, 
One Community author, 
R.F. Kuang, attracted a 
crowd of over 150. This 
is the Library’s fifth year 

hosting this event, with 
attendance building steadi-
ly every year. With contin-
ued support from the Janet 
Malser Humanities Trust, 
the Library will be able 
to host another New York 
Times bestselling author 
next Spring. 

Thanks to these gener-
ous grants from the Janet 
Malser Humanities Trust, 
the Library continues to 
offer more exciting events 
and programs for the com-
munity.

GRANT
continued from page  A1

opment initiatives such as 
mentorship programs. His 
forward-thinking approach 
continues to set a new stan-
dard for memory care.

 
Tristani, who lives in 

Providence, R.I., and has 
more than 38 years of expe-
rience in healthcare and 
senior living, is a nation-
ally recognized educator, 
speaker and author special-
izing in dementia care. A 
speech-language pathol-
ogist by training, she has 
dedicated her career to 
improving how organiza-
tions support individuals 
living with Alzheimer’s and 
related dementias.

 
At Benchmark, Tristani 

has built a comprehensive 
training and support model 
that equips caregivers with 
the tools and real-time 
guidance needed to deliver 
personalized, compassion-
ate care. She developed 
Benchmark’s nationally 
recognized “Connect First” 
program, an innovative 
communication approach 
designed to foster meaning-
ful human connection for 
those living with demen-
tia. Her immersive training 
programs promote collabo-
ration, strengthen care prac-
tices, and empower staff 
across all communities.

 
In addition to her edu-

cational leadership, Tristani 

oversees on-demand behav-
ioral expressions consults 
systemwide, delivering tai-
lored care strategies for res-
idents with complex needs. 
These insights are continu-
ously tracked and refined, 
creating a feedback loop 
that enhances care quality 
across the organization.

 
“I feel truly honored to 

work alongside such pas-
sionate and skilled pro-
fessionals like Michael 
and Michelle,” said Beth 
Sampath, vice president of 
operations and resident pro-
gramming. “They challenge 
the status quo every day and 
exemplify what innovation 
in memory care can and 
should be.”

TUBBS
continued from page  A1

Building and related equip-
ment, the St. Joseph Science 
Building, the Mental Health 
& Wellness Center and 
improvements to the col-
lege’s athletics facilities. 
Murphy also implemented 
a new database with more 
automation; collaborat-
ed with athletics to launch 
the AMCAT Challenge; 
and strengthened alumni 
engagement, stewardship 
and donor communications.

Prior to Anna Maria, 
Murphy served as major 
gift officer at the College 
of the Holy Cross from 
2018 through 2023. He 
secured $5.5M during the 
2022-23 fiscal year, includ-
ing multiple seven-figure 
bequest intentions. His 
efforts enabled Holy Cross 
to establish more than 10 
endowed financial aid and 
academic scholarships and 
create a $1M endowed 
scholarship for the football 
summer program-a distinc-
tive student-athlete support 
initiative that contributed to 
the team’s six-year champi-
onship success from 2019-
24.

Murphy also played an 
integral role in the college’s 
comprehensive $420M 

Become More Campaign 
and its $50M Hope and 
Access Campaign for stu-
dent financial aid.

Prior to his work in fund-
raising, Murphy served in 
leadership roles of increas-
ing responsibility in sales, 
operations, management 
and business development 
for national companies, 
including Cintas, Altria, 
MillerCoors and Chiquita.

Murphy earned a bach-
elor’s degree and an 
MBA from Assumption 
University, where he played 
on the varsity soccer and 
tennis teams; a Master of 
Science in Organizational 
Leadership from Nichols 
College; and a Master 
Certificate in Applied 
Project Management from 
Villanova University.

An active community 
volunteer and sports coach, 
he received the Holden 
Good Neighbor Award in 
2023. Murphy resides in 
Holden with his spouse, 
Allison, and their four chil-
dren, Owen, Declan, Jack 
and Quinn.

“Ryan brings signifi-
cant advancement experi-
ence, a proven record of 
securing multi-million-dol-
lar gifts, and a passion for 
building meaningful and 
enduring relationships that 

strengthen the institutions 
he has served,” said Nichols 
President Bill Pieczynski. 
“Ryan is also a proud alum-
nus of our graduate school, 
and I am confident that his 
familiarity with, and dedi-
cation to, Nichols will be a 
tremendous asset as we seek 
to expand our fundraising 
efforts and pursue a bright 
future for the College.”

About Nichols
Nichols College has 

earned business accredita-
tion from the prestigious 
Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools 
of Business (AACSB 
International), the longest 
serving global accrediting 
body for business schools 
and the largest business 
education network con-
necting learners, educators, 
and businesses worldwide. 
Founded in 1815, Nichols 
College transforms today’s 
students into tomorrow’s 
leaders through a dynam-
ic, career-focused business 
and professional education. 
Nichols offers real-world 
learning focused on pro-
fessional depth - combined 
with vibrant living, com-
petitive athletics, and an 
unmatched alumni advan-
tage - equipping students to 
exceed their own expecta-
tions. www.nichols.edu

MURPHY
continued from page  A1

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

How to Submit
 an Obituary
Guidance in 
Your Time of Need.
Posting an obituary is a meaningful way to 
honor the life of someone who has passed, 
share the loss with the community, and support the 
grieving process. It celebrates their life, 
family, memories, and accomplishments while
bringing people together in remembrance. 
An obituary also helps loved ones find comfort and 
closure during a difficult time preserves the individual’s 
story as an important part of the family’s 
history and legacy.

We offer easy placement and publications througout the area
Just drop us an email, be sure to include a photo if you would like.  

Inlcude your publication choice and provide a contact number for prepayment.

Deadline is Monday at noon for this week’s edition.
Our Rates: $ 250 per newspaper for 400 words or less. 

Photos and symbols included at no extra charge.
For obituaries over 400 words, the charge is $ 250 for each additional 400 words or less. 

Please note this price is per newspaper.

Send all Obituaries to obits@stonebridgepress.news
If you have any question please call Julie at 508-909-4105

PO Box 90 | Southbridge, MA 01550
508-909-4105 | www.stonebridgepress.com

Stonebride Press Newspapers
Your Local News. In print and online.



REGION —  Camp 
Invention®, a national-
ly recognized, nonprof-
it summer enrichment 
program, is coming to 
the following locations. 
Auburn: Auburn 
Middle School the 
week of July 6 - July 10. 
Uxbridge: Our Lady of the 
Valley Regional School the 
week of June 22 - June 26. 
Regional program sponsors 
include Johnson Controls 
Foundation and Overdeck 
Family Foundation. 
A program of the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame® in 
partnership with the United 
States Patent and Trademark 
Office, Camp Invention 
challenges children in grades 
K-6 to tap into their natural 
curiosity and use their cre-
ativity to solve problems. 
Through hands-on activities, 
Camp Invention promotes 
STEM learning; builds 
confidence, leadership, per-
severance and resourceful-
ness; and encourages entre-
preneurship � all in a fun 
and engaging environment. 
Each year, the program fea-
tures new curricula inspired 
by some of our nation’s 
most world-changing inven-
tors � the National Inventors 
Hall of Fame Inductees. 
This year’s Spark program 
encourages children to be 

confident in their ideas 
and explore their innova-
tiveness through hands-
on activities including: 
Space Morphers™: Kids 
build a DIY rocket and 
launch an epic mission to 
transform a new planet’s 
atmosphere, terrain and eco-
system. After a high-energy 
Rover Race to collect sam-
ples and data, they grow 
dazzling crystal trees and 

hatch a mysterious animal 
egg in a Space Lab.

Make Waves™: Campers 
ride the waves of entrepre-
neurship and invention! 
Inspired by a surfer’s jour-
ney, they create prototypes, 
pitch their innovative prod-
ucts to hook investors and 
build a billboard boat to set 
sail and “make waves” in 
the ma

Fur-ensics™: Kids sharp-

en their animal detective 
skills with Cap E. Bara and 
a fleet of robotic capyba-
ras. They investigate a trail 
of footprints, collect bits 
of fluffy fur and examine 
suspicious splatters before 
forensically analyzing evi-
dence that has a surprising 
twist.

The Infringers™: 
Campers use their inven-
tion superpowers to solve 

challenges in their commu-
nity and around the world. 
They miniaturize top-secret 
innovations, safeguard their 
designs using cryptography 
and protect their intellectual 
property from the Infringers. 
“I love that this camp lets 
my kids step out of the 
usual roles that they have 
at home and in school, and 
explore different parts of 
themselves,” said the par-

ent of 2025 Camp Invention 
campers. “At camp my son 
learns to be more creative 
and my daughter learns 
to be more independent.” 
All local Camp Invention 
programs are facilitated and 
taught by qualified educa-
tors who reside and teach 
in the community. Camp 
Invention serves 147,000 
students every year and 
partners with more than 
2,600 schools and districts 
across the nation. For more 
information or to regis-
ter, visit  invent.org/camp. 
About Camp Invention 
Camp Invention is the 
only nationally recognized 
summer program focused 
on creativity, innovation, 
real-world problem solving 
and the spirit of invention. 
Through hands-on pro-
gramming, Camp Invention 
encourages children enter-
ing kindergarten through 
sixth grade to explore sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics curric-
ula inspired by some of the 
world’s greatest inventors. 
Since 1990, our education 
programs have served more 
than 3.3 million children, 
and 297,000 teachers and 
Leadership Interns. Regional 
program sponsors include 
the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office.
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoSpringSpring

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979
Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates
774.452.0321

PAINTING Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

Indoor/Outdoor Remodeling
Decks~ Kitchens  ~Bathrooms

 Door~ Bedrooms ~  Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.
Landscaping

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing 
 Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds

 Tree Work ~Etc

Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition 
Free Estimates  Fully Insured

Black 
Diamond
CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

COLONNA 
ELECTRIC  

LLC
Lic.# A1-8844

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL, 

GENERATORS,
FIRE ALARM & 
EV CHARGERS

   Call 
(508)

234-4889

ELECTRICIAN

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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Camp Invention’s fun, action-packed summer 
STEM program coming to area

Courtesy

In Camp Invention’s Make Waves experience, children ride the waves of entrepreneurship and invention by creating 
prototypes, pitching their products and building a billboard boat.
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40 Schofield Ave., Dudley
508-949-8021
To register for events or sign up for the 

newsletter, go to www.crawfordlibrary.org 
or call 508-949-8021.

The Library will be closed on Friday, 
June 19th in observance of Juneteenth. 

Join us for our Summer Reading Kick 
Off on June 16th @ 1:00!  

The June featured artist is Irena Russell.  
A variety of her pieces will be on display 
for you to enjoy in the Fels Room whenev-
er the Library is open.

CrafterNIGHT- Mandala Painting
Monday, June 1st  
6:00-7:00 in the Local History Room
Learn to paint intricate, symmetrical 

designs (called mandalas) onto smooth 
wood slices. It blends art, mindfulness, and 
simple technique—making it suitable for 
beginners and experienced crafters alike. 
Registration is required. Ages 17+

The Friends of the Library Annual Book 
Sale!

Thursday, June 4th- Saturday June 6th  
Pre-sale access for Friends members on 

Wednesday, June 3rd, 5:30-7 pm. 
Not a Friend? Become one and take 

advantage of the pre-sale event. Dealers are 
welcome on Friday and Saturday only. No 
scanners allowed. 

Pearle’s Picking Parlor Jam, a “mostly” 
Bluegrass Focused Jam Session

1st Saturday of every month 
Saturday, June 6th 
10:00-12:00 in the Local History Room
This is the group that played at our 15 

Year Celebration!  This is an unplugged 
acoustic jam. All talent levels welcome...
beginners on up! Don’t want to play? No 
problem, listeners are welcome too!

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday
10:00-11:00 
Join yoga instructor Patricia for a tradi-

tional “on the mat”  yoga class with chair 
yoga modifications. This truly is a one-size-
fits-all class.    Bring your own mat.  Wear 
layers, do not eat heavily 1.5-2 hours before 
class.  Registration is required. 

Mahjong at the Pearle
Every Wednesday
10:00-12:30 Fels Community Room
The game consists of players competing 

to form distinct sets or pairs of tiles, similar 
to gin rummy.

Everyone is welcome; registration is not 
required.

Quilting Group
Every Wednesday
1:30- 3:30
All quilters and would-be quilters are 

invited to join our new group.  Bring your 
projects!

Knit & Crochet Group

Every Thursday 5:30-7:45 and Friday 
10:00-12:00.

All stitchers are welcome to this informal 
group. Bring your project and enjoy the 
company!

Yoga with Buffy
Every Friday- NO SESSION Friday, 

June 5th
10:00-11:00
Join Buffy for Friday Yoga! Take time to 

relax, stretch, and recharge at this weekly 
Friday session. Registration is required: 
wideopenyoga@gmail.com. A co-payment 
is required to attend.

Friends of the Library Monthly Meeting
Monday, June 8th 
1:15-2:15
Join the Friends of the Library for the 

monthly meeting! All are invited to attend!

Pearle’s Genealogy Group
Monday, June 8th 
4:00-5:30
Let’s regrow our genealogy group! 

Facilitated by Patricia M. St. Marie, 
Professional Genealogist

Piano Men: A Tribute to Billy Joel and 
Elton John

Monday, June 8th
6:00-7:00
Celebrate the unforgettable hits of Billy 

Joel and Elton John in this lively tribute 
featuring pianist and vocalist Jay Daniels.
With rich vocals and jazz-infused flair, Jay 
performs classics like “Piano Man,” “Your 
Song,” “Rocket Man,” and more-bringing 
fresh life to the music of two pop legends in 
an evening of timeless tunes and nostalgic 
charm.

Bathsheba Spooner Book Talk with 
Andrew Noone

Thursday June 11th
6:00-7:00
Join local author Andrew Noone to find 

out what possessed Bathsheba Spooner, a 
woman from the elite of eighteenth-centu-
ry New England society to conspire with 
American and British soldiers to mur-
der her husband at the midpoint of the 
American Revolution.  It’s the most sensa-
tional “true crime” tragedy of the American 
1700’s. The book is available for checkout 
at the library.

About the author: Andrew Noone is 
an independent scholar with graduate 
degrees in art history and musicology from 
Syracuse University. He was music special-
ist in the Worcester Public Schools and has 
taught courses in the humanities at several 
colleges in Massachusetts, including Clark 
University.

The Missing Piece Puzzle Race
Monday, June 15th
6:00-7:30
Teams will compete against each other, 

with the ultimate goal of completing a 

puzzle faster than their opponents. Teams 
can have up to six members. The first team 
to assemble the puzzle wins! Registration 
is required. There is room for seven teams; 
only one person from each team should 
register.

Plants for Monarchs and Other Garden 
Good Guys

Thursday, June 18th
6:00-7:00
Join Lanette Lepper,  a member of the 

Dudley Agricultural Commission and  
Quiet Corner Garden Club, to learn about 
plants for monarchs and other garden good 
guys. 

“Cook the Book” Book Club-
Everything’s Good: Cozy Classics You’ll 
Cook Always and Forever

Monday, June 22nd
6:00-7:00
“Cook The Book” Book Club will meet 

on the 4th Monday of every month at 6:00
You will pick one recipe from the book 

selected for the month-the dishes don’t 
have to be complicated or fancy, any recipe 
from the book is fair game, except alcohol-
ic beverages-sorry! Prepare the recipe at 
home and share it at the library. We cannot 
reheat or keep food warm, so consider this 
when choosing your recipe.

You are responsible for bringing serving 
utensils. We will provide paper goods and 
utensils for eating.

AI for Everyday Life
Thursday, June 25th
6:00-7:15
Join us for a 60-minute beginner’s 

session designed to demystify Artificial 
Intelligence. We will explore two essential 
pillars: Utility - how to use simple, free AI 
tools to make daily life easier, and Defense 
- how to spot and protect yourself from the 
new wave of AI-enhanced scams.

Crawford Library Book Group 
Thursday, June 25th
Prague Winter by Madeleine Albright 
6:00-7:30
Books are available at the circulation 

desk for checkout one month before the 
discussion. 

No Registration Required

Children’s & Family Programming

Wiggles & Giggles for Littles
Thursday, June 4th & 11th
10:00-10:30
YFCP is pleased to offer a FREE 5-week 

music series for children, ages 6-24 
months, with a parent/caregiver. Ms. Laine 
will introduce music, movement, musical 
instruments and stories to your little ones. 
Registration is required. Please note: you 
are registering for a 5-week series.

Wiggles & Giggles 
Thursday,  June 4th & 11th
10:45-11:45
YFCP is pleased to offer a FREE 5-week 

music series for children, ages 6-24 
months, with a parent/caregiver. Ms. Laine 
will introduce music, movement, musical 
instruments and stories to your little ones. 
Registration is required. Please note: you 
are registering for a 5-week series.

Once Upon a Storytime with Kelcy
Every Monday
10:00-10:45
For ages 3-5 and their caregiver (sib-

lings always welcome!). Join us for stories, 
songs, fingerplays, scarves, shaker eggs, 
moving our bodies to music, activities, 
bubbles, a craft, and free play! 

Summer Reading Kick-Off with Gilbert 
the Party Pig

Tuesday, June 16th
1:00-3:00
Enjoy an ice cream, VISIT WITH THE 

PIGGIES and collect your first Summer 
Reading tickets for 2026! 

Peaceful Projects with Rileigh
Every Wednesday starting June 17th
2:00-3:00
Join Rileigh for a drop-in craft. There 

will be something a little different every 
week! Painting, slime-making, doodling, 
watercolor, and more! Best for ages 5-12. 

Registration requested! Best for ages 
5-12. This is not a drop off event. 

Pokemon Trading Card Club
Thursday, June 18th
6:00-6:45
Do you love everything Pokemon? Join 

us for Pokemon Club where you can meet 
other Pokemon fans and trade cards if 
you want to!  Best for ages 6 and up. No 
registration required. This is not a drop off 
program. 

“The Library Boogie” with Tom Knight
Thursday, June 25th
1:00-1:45
Come join the fun while entertainer Tom 

Knight performs his exciting combination 
of music, puppets, and stories in “The 
Library Boogie”!  This show is fun for 
the whole family, with lots of laughter and 
audience participation.  No registration 
needed, but when the room reaches capaci-
ty, the program will be considered full - so 
come early! 

Family Yoga
Friday, June 26th
11:00-11:45
Stretch and grow this summer!  Join cer-

tified Yoga instructor, Buffy, for a 45-min-
ute yoga class for families!  Caregivers 
and their children between the ages of 3+ 
are welcome to register.  Please bring your 
own mats. Registration is required as space 
is limited.  

Seed Art & Mosaics with Hands on 
Nature

Tuesday, June 30th

Pearle L. Crawford Library

For Legal Advertising Information, Call 508-909-4127  
email: legals@stonebridgepress.news

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P1660EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Deanna A. LaFountaine
Date of Death:10/22/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Randy 
J. LaFountaine of Dudley MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .
Randy J. LaFountaine of Dudley MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the estate in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
06/16/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 

action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 19, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
May 29, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO26P111 0GD  

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
 of Guardian of a Minor

In the interests of
Marissa Marie Jordan

of Webster, MA  
Minor

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a 
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed by on  04/06/2026 by 
Sarah Archidiacono of Webster,MA will 

be held 05/12/2026 08:30 AM Guard-
ianship of Minor Hearing 
Located Worcester Probate & Family 
Court
2. Response to Petition: You may 
respond by filing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing in person 
at the hearing. If you choose to file a 
written response, you need to: 
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at 
least five (5) business days before the 
hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor 
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has 
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a 
parent of the minor child who is the 
subject of this proceeding you have a 
right to be represented by an attorney. 
If you want an attorney and cannot af-
ford to pay for one and if you give proof 
that you are indigent, an attorney will 
be assigned to you. Your request for an 
attorney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of Appoint-
ment of Counsel form. Submit the ap-
plication form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your case is 
going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: 
A minor over age 14 has the right to 
be present at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s 
best interests.

ORDER TO PETITIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
Notice and the Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more 
years of age and not the petitioner), 
the guardian, the parents of the minor, 
and any other person if ordered by the 

Court, at least fourteen  (14) days prior 
to the hearing date listed above. Ser-
vice  must be made by the sheriff, 
constable, or other person appoved 
by the Court.
If service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party. IT 
IS ORDERED that copies of this No-
tice and the Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor be served on 
the interested party by leaving at and 
mailing by regular first class mail to 
last and usual place of residence of the 
interested party at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the date of hearing listed 
above.
If the identity of whereabouts of an 
interested party is not known, IT IS 
FURTHER  ORDERED that copies of 
this Notice and Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
on all interested persons at least four-
teen (14)  days prior to the hearing 
date by mailing first class mail and by 
publishing a copy of the Order and No-
tice once in Webster Times, Webster  
publication to be at least Seven (7) 
days prior to the hearing date.
If required, service on the United 
States Veteran Administration and the 
Department of Children and Families 
may be accomplished by regular first 
class mail at least Seven (7) days prior 
to the hearing.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect 
your rights has been scheduled. If you 
do not understand this notice or other 
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice.
Date:April 9, 2026
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
May 29, 2026

LEGALS
Turn To LIBRARY page  A9
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO26P1109GD   

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
 of Guardian of a Minor

In the interests of
Joey Lee Jordan
of Webster, MA  

Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED

PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a 
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed by on  04/06/2026 by 
Sarah Archidiacono of Webster,MA will 
be held 05/12/2026 08:30 AM Guard-
ianship of Minor Hearing 
Located Worcester Probate & Family 
Court
2. Response to Petition: You may 
respond by filing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing in person 
at the hearing. If you choose to file a 
written response, you need to: 
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at 
least five (5) business days before the 
hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor 
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has 
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a 
parent of the minor child who is the 
subject of this proceeding you have a 
right to be represented by an attorney. 
If you want an attorney and cannot af-
ford to pay for one and if you give proof 
that you are indigent, an attorney will 
be assigned to you. Your request for an 
attorney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of Appoint-
ment of Counsel form. Submit the ap-
plication form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your case is 
going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: 
A minor over age 14 has the right to 
be present at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s 
best interests.

ORDER TO PETITIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
Notice and the Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more 
years of age and not the petitioner), 
the guardian, the parents of the minor, 
and any other person if ordered by the 
Court, at least fourteen  (14) days prior 
to the hearing date listed above. Ser-
vice  must be made by the sheriff, 
constable, or other person appoved 
by the Court.
If service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party. IT 
IS ORDERED that copies of this No-
tice and the Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor be served on 
the interested party by leaving at and 
mailing by regular first class mail to 
last and usual place of residence of the 
interested party at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the date of hearing listed 
above.
If the identity of whereabouts of an 
interested party is not known, IT IS 
FURTHER  ORDERED that copies of 
this Notice and Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
on all interested persons at least four-
teen (14)  days prior to the hearing 
date by mailing first class mail and by 
publishing a copy of the Order and No-
tice once in Webster Times, Webster  
publication to be at least Seven (7) 
days prior to the hearing date.
If required, service on the United 
States Veteran Administration and the 
Department of Children and Families 
may be accomplished by regular first 
class mail at least Seven (7) days prior 
to the hearing.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect 
your rights has been scheduled. If you 
do not understand this notice or other 
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice.
Date:April 9, 2026
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
May 29, 2026

Please take notice that: Joyce Nierodz-
inski has applied to the Zoning Board 
of Appeals to vary the terms of the 
Zoning By-Laws Section: 2.04.00 Den-
sity Regulations Location: 16 Lakeview 
Ave In the following respect: A 6ft vari-
ance on the left side setback. The Pub-
lic Hearing will be held on Thursday 
July 2, 2026 @ 7:00pm at the Town 
Hall room 321A, at which time you may 
be heard relative to this Public Hear-
ing. Please contact Amanda Jacobson 
at 508-949-8012 or building@dudley-
ma.gov to attend the meeting. 
George Slingo, 
Chairman Zoning Board of Appeals
May 22, 2026
May 29, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 4 Meringo Avenue, 
Webster, MA 01570
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Julian Vazquez 
Gonzalez and Marielly Gonzalez Reyes 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for OCMBC, Inc., and now held 
by Freedom Mortgage Corporation, 
said mortgage dated February 11, 
2022 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 67115, Page 32, said 
mortgage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, as nominee for OCMBC 
Inc., its successors and assigns to 
Freedom Mortgage Corporation by 
assignment dated March 9, 2023 and 
recorded with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 68900, Page 40; for breach 
of the conditions in said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing the same 
will be sold at Public Auction on 
June 15, 2026 at 10:00 AM Local Time 
upon the premises, all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 
The land with the buildings there-
on located at 4 Meringo Avenue 
a/k/a Maringo Court a/k/a 4 Maringo 
Avenue, Webster, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts and more 
particularly described as follows:  
The land with the buildings there-
on located at 4 Meringo Avenue 
a/k/a Maringo Court a/k/a 4 Maringo 
Avenue, Webster, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts and more particularly 
described as follows: 
A certain parcel of land in Webster, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, 
with the buildings thereon situate on 
the southerly side of Maringo Court, 
so-called bounded and described as 
follows: 
BEGINNING at the N.E. corner thereof 
at said Court and land of one Rein, 
now or formerly;
THENCE southerly by said Rein land 
and land formerly of one Haggerty 100 
feet;
THENCE westerly by said Haggerty 
land 50 feet;
THENCE northerly by land formerly of 
one Towne 100 feet to said Court;
THENCE by said Court Easterly 50 
feet to the point of beginning.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated February 8, 2022 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
67115, Page 29.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said prem-
ises will be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, which take prece-
dence over the said mortgage above 
described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must be 
paid in cash, certified check, bank trea-
surer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 

2nd Floor 

Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Freedom Mortgage 

Corporation
Present Holder of the Mortgage

(401) 217-8701 
May 15, 2026
May 22, 2026
May 29, 2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

26 SM 001581
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Lorna G. Sullivan a/k/a Lorna G. 
Roland
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
PNC Bank National Association, suc-
cessor by merger to National City Bank
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Webster, numbered 6 Ridgewood 
Road, given by Lorna G. Sullivan and 
James F. Roland to National City Bank, 
dated February 23, 2007, and record-
ed at Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
40749, Page 23, has/have filed with 
this court a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before June 29, 
2026 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on May 14, 2026.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
May 29, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 10 Sutton Avenue, 
Oxford, MA 01540
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Marco Pacheco 
and Renee Pacheco to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for First Eastern 
Mortgage Corporation, and now held 
by Carrington Mortgage Services, 
LLC, said mortgage dated October 8, 
2010 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 46452, Page 308, 
said mortgage was assigned from 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for First 
Eastern Mortgage Corporation, its 
successors and assigns to JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, National Association by 
assignment dated March 21, 2017 and 
recorded with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 56886, Page 380; said mort-
gage was assigned from JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, National Association to 
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC 
by assignment dated November 2, 
2023 and recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 69841, Page 201; 
for breach of the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction on June 29, 2026 at 10:00 
AM Local Time upon the premises, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit: 
The land in said Oxford, with the build-
ings thereon, situated on the north 
side of Sutton Avenue, containing 
about thirty one (31) square rods, 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the southwest corner of 
said tract at land formerly of one Savery; 
THENCE northwesterly by said Savery 
land nine (9) rods to a stake and 
land now or formerly of one Toomey; 
THENCE easterly by land of said Toomey 
three and one-half (3 1/2) rods to a stake 
at land formerly of Henry J. Clarke; 
THENCE by said Clarke land south-

erly nine (9) rods to said avenue; 
THENCE westerly by said ave-
nue three and one half (3 1/2) 
rods to the point of beginning. 
Said premises are conveyed subject to 
rights of way of record.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated July 28, 2010 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
46452, Page 306.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
May 29, 2026
June 5, 2026
June 12,2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO 26P1545EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Richey C Fields
Date of Death: 03/29/2026

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Daniel 
P Fields of Charlton MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .
Daniel P Fields of Charlton MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the estate in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
06/09/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 11, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
May 29, 2026

LEGALS

11:00-11:45
Join Hands on Nature for a simple lesson 

on the life cycle of a plant and the impor-
tance of seeds.  After, use your creativity to 
make a mosaic with beautiful seeds!  This 
program is for ages 4 and up.  No registra-
tion needed, but when the room reaches 
capacity, the program will be considered 

full - so come early! 

 Teen Programming

Dungeons & Dragons Game
Every Thursday
6:00-7:30
Ages 14-19

Off the Hook Crochet Club
Thursday, June 4th

6:00-7:00
Ages 12-17
Welcome to Off The Hook Crochet Club 

— where kids turn yarn into awesome! 
From colorful creations to cool new 

skills, this club is all about learning, laugh-
ing, and stitching together. No experience 
needed — just bring your imagination (and 
your needles)!

Needle Felted Carnivorous Plant for 
Teens

Tuesday, June 23rd
1:30-3:00
Join Pop Up Art to make this quirky and 

cute needle-felted carnivorous plant, com-
plete with fangs and a bright red tongue, all 
rooted in a real terra-cotta pot!  This teen 
program is for ages 12-17 only.  Registration 
is required, as spots are limited. 

Pearle L. Crawford Library
LIBRARY
continued from page  A8



WORCESTER —  Open 
Sky Community Services, a 
nonprofit behavioral health 
and human services orga-
nization, today announced 
the appointment of two new 
medical directors: Dr. Sarah 
Langenfeld  and  Dr.  Prerna 
Moorjani.

 
“We are delighted to 

welcome Dr. Moorjani to 
Open Sky and to appoint 
Dr. Langenfeld to a well-de-
served leadership position,” 
said Ken Bates, President 
and CEO of Open Sky.  
“Both doctors have proven 
expertise in navigating the 
complexities of behavioral 
health within the core pop-
ulations and communities 
we serve.   Their insightful, 
empathetic approach will 
strengthen our whole person 
care model, while ensuring 
inclusive and accessible ser-
vices across all Open Sky 
programs.”

 
“I view these additions 

as a huge step forward for 
Open Sky in our efforts to 
provide comprehensive care 
and the highest quality of 
clinical services,” added 

Manny Oppong, Executive 
Vice President and Chief 
Program Officer of Open 
Sky.   “These psychiatrists 
are coming to Open Sky 
with years of experience 
and specialized expertise 
that will truly support, 
enhance, and grow our ser-
vices.”

 
Dr. Langenfeld, of 

Worcester, has more than 
two decades of experience 
as a board-certified psychi-
atrist and has spent the last 
four years practicing part-
time at Open Sky’s Program 
of Assertive Community 
Treatment, where she has 
provided treatment to indi-
viduals with intensive, long-
term mental health condi-
tions.   She has also served 
as Medical Director for a 
Community Behavioral 
Health Center and as an 
Attending Psychiatrist in 
outpatient services for an 
area provider.  In 2023, Dr. 
Langenfeld was recognized 
as a Champion of Health 
Care by the Worcester 
Business Journal.

 
As Medical Director, 

Dr. Langenfeld will sup-
port all of the agency’s 
state Department of Mental 
Health and Department of 
Public Health-contracted 
programs.   She will also 
administer psychiatric phar-
macology care at Open 
Sky’s Bridge Counseling 
Center.

Dr. Langenfeld earned 
a Bachelor’s degree 
from Bates College in 
Maine and a Doctor of 
Medicine degree from 
the UMass  Chan  Medical 
School.

 
Dr. Moorjani, of 

Shrewsbury, is a board-cer-
tified adult, child, and ado-
lescent psychiatrist with 
years of clinical experience 
in central Massachusetts, 
specializing in intergener-
ational trauma and neuro-
developmental disorders.  
Dr. Moorjani will serve 
as Medical Director of 
Developmental Disabilities 
Services and the Child and 
Family Services Division.  
She will also provide care 
at Open Sky’s Behavioral 
Health Urgent Care clinic.  
In her previous role, Dr. 
Moorjani served as a child 
and adolescent psychiatrist 
at a community-based pro-
vider in Central Mass.

 
Dr. Moorjani earned 

a bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry from Rutgers 
University and a Doctor 
of Osteopathic Medicine 
degree from the New York 
Institute of Technology’s 
College of Osteopathic 
Medicine. 
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Justice is a social, caring young per-
son with a great sense of humor that 
easily brings smiles to those around him. 
He enjoys connecting with others and 
has a natural ability to make people feel 
comfortable, often using his humor and 
easygoing personality to build positive 
relationships with both peers and adults. 
Justice’s kind and thoughtful nature 
shines through inhis interactions, and he 
values spending time with people who 
share his interests. Justice has a strong 
love for reading, particularly when it 
comes to anime and graphic novels. He 
enjoys diving into imaginative storylines 
and following his favorite characters, 

which allows him to relax while also fueling his creativity. These interests 
give him a unique way to express himself and connect with others who enjoy 
similar genres. In his free time, Justice loves to get out and enjoy good food—
especially at two of his favorite spots, Popeyes and Applebee’s. A meal out at 
either of these restaurants is a guaranteed way to make his day a little bright-
er. He also takes great pride in his gaming skills and often jokes that he is a 
“professional” video gamer. Whether he’s playing competitively or just for fun, 
gaming is something he truly enjoys and feels confident in. Overall, Justice 
is a fun, engaging, and genuine young person who thrives in environments 
where he can connect with others, share laughter, and enjoy the things he 
loves. With the right support and encouragement, he has so much to offer 
and will continue to grow and shine. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22666079150 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adop-
tive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’thave to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help 
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. To 
learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massa-
chusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and 
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways 
you can help children and teens in foster care.           

Justice 
Age 12 

Registration #9115 

774-200-7308

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

The Killdeer 
Island Club 

Neighborhood 
Yard Sale

 will be held on
 Saturday, June 6th 
on  Killdeer Island, 

Webster
 from 8:00 AM

 to 2:00 PM. 
Raindate is June 7th.

Apartment for rent
 7 Lyon Street, 
SOUTHBRIDGE

first floor, garage 
included

3 bedroom, no 
pets, non smoker

Call 508-764-6425

LAWN MOWER 
MAN WANTED!

FREE PICK UP 
ONLY

Whitinsville, MA
Bureau- 

10 drawer 
Large couch 
with day bed

Call 508-266-0178

Sturbridge 
Fire Department
Hiring Part-Time/

On-Call Firefighters
Min. req.: HS diploma/GED, 

non-smoker, MA driver’s license
Starting $20.23 to $27.05, DOQ

Application and further details 
https://www.sturbridge.gov/your- 

government/pages/job-opportunities

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Open Sky appoints two 
psychiatrists to 

Medical Director roles

Dr. Sarah Langenfeld Dr. Prerna Moorjani

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

SOUTHBRIDGE —  Bay Path 
Continuing Education & the Southbridge 
Italian Club have teamed up to launch an 
exciting new bocce league on Tuesday 
nights throughout May and June.

Bocce is a game that all can enjoy—no 
special skills or talents are required! If 
you can roll a ball, you can play! These 
two community organizations are thrilled 
to bring this sport to a wider audience. 
Both Bay Path Continuing Education and 
the Southbridge Italian Club are dedicated 
to offering various events for people to 
engage, socialize, and have fun. This new 
league is a perfect fit. Here are the details:

Tuesdays: May 12 – June 30 (eight 
weeks)

Teams of four to eight players
$240 per team
One game per week at either 6 or 7 p.m.
Maximum of eight teams – don’t wait!
Only team captains need to register for 

their team.
A brief informational captain meeting 

will be held before the season starts.
Gather your friends (18 and older), form 

a team, and come join us for a fantastic time 
on the court!

Games will be held at:
Italian American Club 

20 North St., Southbridge
To register your team, call Bay Path 

Continuing Education at 508-248-5971, 
ext. 1715. Spots for teams are limited, so 
don’t hesitate—call today!

WORCESTER —  Quinsigamond 
Community College was recently award-
ed $38,208 by the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration for its Bridges to College 
program, which helps low-income and 
entry-level adults transition to higher edu-
cation. 

Bridges to College is a free summer 
program that prepares participants for math 
and English courses, while simultaneously 
exposing them to the college environment. 

“The Bridges to College summer pro-
gram  gives  students a free opportunity to 
refresh their English and math skills before 
the Fall semester begins,” said Director 
of Mentoring & Special Programs Kalan 
Lewis. “Participants gain confidence in col-
lege-level coursework, learn about campus 

resources and connect with faculty and staff 
who are committed to their success.”

Since the program began in 2019, it has 
received funding from the Department of 
Higher Education and other key partners, 
including Hanover Insurance Foundation 
and Greater Worcester Community 
Foundation.

Program data from 2019-2013 showed 
that of the students who completed the 
Bridges to College program, 70 percent 
received a C or higher in ENG 101 and 
102, and almost 70 percent received a C or 
higher in a college-level math course.

For more information, visit  QCC.edu/
learn-qcc/adult-basic-education/bridg-
es-college.

New Bocce League open 
to community 

Adult learners at QCC 
benefit from $38,000 

Bridges to College grant



www.StonebridgePress.com   •  Stonebridge Press  •  11Friday, May 29, 2026

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

BROOKFIELD- 
55+ COMMUNITY LIVING

*Cathedral Ceilings Throughout *Floor to Ceiling 
Center Fireplace * Updated Roof, Appliances, Flooring, 
Trex Deck, C/A, Cabinet Packed Kitchen *Priavte yard 

w/ Storage Shed20 Deer Run $285,000

DUDLEY- A SPRAWLING 59’ RANCH

45 Aldea Ave. $510,00

THOMPSON, CT MOBILE HOME

2 Sunrise Terrance

*1st Floor Laundry *2 Baths 
* Gleaming Hardwood Floors *20’ 1st Floor 

Family Room & Recessed Lighting
*Open Floor Plan w/ Cabinet 

Packed Kitchen & Dining Area
*2 Generous Size Bedrooms

*Lower Level 28’ Game Room 
*Wet Bar *Updates include Buderus Furnace 

*Roof *Oil Tank

*1 Bedroom Mobile Home that has been updated with new 
flooring *Modern Bath w/ Skylight * Bump Out Living Area, 

adds Space for Day Bed * Kitchen has dishwasher 
*Totally applianced includes washer and dryer * Shed

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
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RE/MAX Professional Associates
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Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
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ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

FOR A PRIVATE SHOWING AND BUYER REPRESENTATION 
CALL DEB LISTEWNIK 508-847-0872

 "A Long Time Oxford Resident, 
She Knows The Market"

*Central Location * Private Yard
 *Sided*1st Floor Main Bedroom
 *2 Full Baths *1st Floor Laundry3 Elm St. 

$445,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake –
 302 Killdeer Island  

Lakefront home w/1,700+/- 
sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/
living w/cathedral ceilings + 
wall of windows. Full baths. 
Lower level family room w/
walkout to water.                         

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Panoramic View,  from this ab-
solutely lovely home. 2600 +/- 
SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car 
detached garage! 63’ +/- wa-
terfront.  .37 Acres! Sandy Wa-
terfront!                        $1,100,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Gently used, well maintained RANCH on a cul-de-sac! 
1,300 sf +-, 3 BRs, 2 full baths, gas fireplace, central AC.  A 
comfortable open space w/lots of natural light, private main 
BR w/California closets, a remodeled Bath w/handicap ac-
cessible wide-door roll-in shower.  Offers a half acre of land 
Close to I-84 & Sturbridge.                               $459,000

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 
rms, 4 brs, 2 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood 
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle 
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double 
sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out 
w/ slider. Central AC, garage 

 $649,900.00 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Astounding Panoramic 
Views across mid-section 
of Webster Lake! View the 
lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula 
providing 2 Shorelines. 
Fireplaced Living Room! 
2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! 
Central Air. Garage.                       

$ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront!!
On Indian Point # 10

Sprawling fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre 
level, w/24’x24’ 2 car att’d garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 
1,000 sf +/- finished lower level,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fire-
places w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. Open floor plan 
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors,  $525,000

Featured Listing 
Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) 
Commercial Building, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Economical, Efficient 

Natural Gas FHA 
Heat & Cooling.  
Its close proximity 
to Successful Na-
tional Franchised 
Businesses gen-
erates Significant 
Commerce at this 
Location.  Conven-
ient Access. 

List Price:
 $ 615,000

Webster - 34 Eastern Ave Condos 
~Unit M ~

Original Owner, 1st Time 
Offered, Well-Kept, 2-BRs, 
1-1/2 Baths, 1,500+ SF, LL 
Living Potential, Private 
Deck, 20-Unit Complex, 
Desirable Setting, I395 in 
mins. 

$310,000

Thompson ~ 6 Lillian Ave 
 Bonnette Acres on Webster Line

Young (2019) Pristine Raised Ranch, 1800+ 
SF, 3 BRs, LL Family Rm,  2-1/2 Baths, Pri-
mary BR Suite, Central AC, Country Setting 
with .70 Acre Lot & Lg Fenced Area on Cul-
de-sac!   $489,900

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. 11-2
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for relaxation & 
convenience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
MLS # 73507605  $1,050,000.

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake Waterfront - 
31 Bayview!!

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

Southbridge 
 14 Servant Way

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Pt Snug Harbor Villa 

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE



WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College conferred more than 
1,500 graduates, the most since 2020, at 
its 61st commencement ceremony today. 
Keynote speaker Dr. Matilde Castiel, a 
physician, public health leader and for-
mer commissioner of Health and Human 
Services for the City of Worcester, com-
mended graduates for their resilience and 
encouraged them to focus on humanity and 
take care of others.​​

Castiel detailed a journey that started 
when she left Cuba at age seven, without 
her parents, through Operation Peter Pan, a 
U.S.-backed initiative from the early 1960s 
that relocated over 14,000 unaccompanied 
Cuban children to America. Like many of 
the children, Castiel and her brother lived in 
foster homes until their parents could enter 
the country. They worked hard to build a 
new life and Castiel eventually began her 
pursuit of serving communities through 
healthcare.

“If that seven-year-old girl…at the 
Havana airport, holding a small suitcase 
and knowing only three English sentences, 
could one day stand here speaking to all of 
you,” Castille said. “Then I promise you 
this: there is no limit to where your journey 
can take you.”

Castiel noted how in the past, she ques-
tioned if she belonged in a field where 
only 2 percent of physicians are Latina 
women, yet Latinos make up nearly 20 

percent of the pop-
ulation. Inspired by 
her hardworking 
parents, she didn’t 
shy away from the 
challenge, but she 
emphasized that 
there is still work to 
be done in terms of 
access to education-
al and professional 

opportunities.  
“Graduates of Quinsigamond Community 

College, you already possess something 
powerful. You know how to keep going 
when the odds are stacked against you. This 
degree is not just a credential; it is proof 
that you belong in every room that you 
walk into,” Castille said.

Student Government Association 
President Ryan Heath spoke at the cere-
mony about the external pressure he faced 
after graduating high school. While enroll-
ing at QCC wasn’t usually part of the 
advice he received, he realized the choice 
was his alone.  Heath, who is transferring 
to Worcester Polytechnic Institute in the 
fall, encouraged graduates to stay true to 
their beliefs even when others don’t see the 
same vision.

“What I love about our community col-
lege is that all of us were able to reach 
the same mountain top, yet we’ve all had 
our own complex and challenging paths 
of climbing here,” Heath said. “Some of 
us are balancing multiple jobs or raising a 
family. Some of us are trying to balancing 
a social life while stressing about that 11:59 
due date. Yet despite all of the roadblocks 
that were ahead of us and all of the doubt, 
we still made it.”

QCC President Dr. Luis Pedraja acknowl-
edged the perseverance of the graduates 
and recognized QCC faculty and staff for 
supporting students throughout their jour-
neys of pursuing higher education.

“Graduations are the culmination of 
years of hard work, overcoming obsta-
cles, and pushing onward,” Pedraja said. 
“Graduation does not signal the end of a 
chapter, but the start of a new one. It is a 
commencement, a beginning, a launchpad 
for future possibilities. It is the beginning of 
a career, of further studies, of a profession, 
of a new life.”

DUDLEY —  Local 
4 Life, an educational 
non-profit organization, 
is hosting  a free weather 
workshop for children ages 
five to 12 called  Junior 
Meteorologists : Field 
Meteorology on the Farm. It 
will  take place Saturday, 
June 6 from 10-11 a.m. 
at Walnut Lane Farm in 
Dudley. 

Participants will learn 
how weather tools from the 
farm’s outdoor weather sta-
tion provide weather infor-
mation to the farmers and 
drive their decisions about 
the animals and plants on 
the farm. Real weather 
data will be collected to 
determine the air and soil 
temperatures, wind speed 
and direction, and air pres-
sure. Children will have the 

opportunity  to make their 
own anemometer, barome-
ter, cloud viewer, and wind 
vane to take home. Included 
in the workshop is a tour of 
the farm. 

This is not a drop off 
event, all children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Space is limited, sign up 
by emailing Erin Anderson 
at  local4lifema@gmail.
com  or calling (508) 341-
5347. Find Local 4 Life 
on Facebook or Instagram 
for more information. This 
program is supported in 
part by a grant from the 
Dudley Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural 
Council. 
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Make 
Reservations 

for our 
Fathers’ 

Day Brunch

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
5/22     EASY SEASON
5/29      PROFESSOR POP
6/5        JEFF ANDERSON

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; THURS, FRI. 9:30-7:00pm; SAT. 9:30-6:00; Sun. 11-5

STOREWIDE
SAVINGS!

FINAL FINAL THREE THREE DAYSDAYS

It’s a bold statement. But one that we proudly stand 
behind—because trust, quality and affordability 
come standard with every job. No gimmicks, no 
markups and no shortcuts. Just good, honest work. 

TOP-RATED, LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR SERVING 
CHARLTON AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.

Financing available and major credit cards accepted.

  Call or text 774-452-2129, or visit APCROOFS.com. 

Local 4 Life hosting free weather workshop

QCC’s Class of 2026 
demonstrates strength 

and resolve at 61st 
Commencement

Courtesy

Dr. Matilde Castiel delivers the keynote address during Quinsigamond Community 
College’s Commencement ceremony.
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