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the advertisers who 

support your local 
newspaper.

Courtesy

Christ Church Pomfret recently donated $700 to Interfaith Human Services of Putnam (IHSP) Diaper Bank. Pictured, left to right, 
are Miriam Kimball,  Christ Church Outreach Committee; Judy Miller, Christ Church Outreach Committee;  Reverend Sandra 
Cosman, Rector Christ Church Pomfret; and Peter Mann, Christ Church Outreach Committee. 

Killingly Public 
Schools 

reveals capital 
improvement goals 

BY JASON BLEAU 
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — The Killingly School District has set 
initial goals for its five-year capital improvement plan 
focusing on facility upgrades, security improvements, and 
maintenance across all the town’s public schools.

District Assistant Superintendent Andrea Drake laid 
out a list of priorities recently finalized by the board’s 
Facilities Committee in coordination with Operations and 
Maintenance Supervisor Michael Vassar. The list covers all 
improvement goals for the district’s individual schools for 
the next half-decade.

The report started with the central offices at Westfield 
Avenue, housed in the old high school building. Drake 
noted that the facility will require electrical and HVAC 
upgrades as well as replacing and repairing the travel lane 
which connects the property with Killingly Memorial 
School. One specific upgrade for the facility proved to be a 
constant for all the schools in the Capital Improvement Plan, 
the application of glazing film on the building’s windows.

“This is a result of the safety walkthroughs that we’ve 

PUTNAM —  The 
Putnam High School Wall 
of Honor Committee is 
proud to announce its latest 
class of honorees, recog-
nizing five extraordinary 
individuals who have left 
an indelible mark on the 
halls of PHS and the world 
beyond. 

This year’s inductees 
include a legendary edu-
cator, successful business 
leaders, a dedicated human-
itarian, and a global spiritu-
al leader.

  «These individuals 
embody the spirit of Putnam 
High School,» said J. Scott 
Pempek, Chairman. «From 
decades of mentorship in 
our classrooms to philan-
thropic leadership across 
the country, their legacies 
serve as an inspiration to 
our current students.»

 
The honorees:
 
 
George St. Marie, 

Faculty, served the Putnam 
High School community 
for more than 40 years as 
a science teacher, Athletic 
Director, and Assistant 
Principal. Known as a 
disciplinarian who never 
needed to raise his voice, 
he commanded respect 
through fairness and quiet 
authority. Generations of 
students remember him as 
a mentor, coach, and father 
figure who helped shape the 
culture of the school.

Robert J. Gerardi, Class 
of 1951,  graduated from 
Holy Cross College in 1955 
and served as an officer in 
the Naval Reserve, attain-

ing the rank of Lieutenant 
Commander. After manag-
ing the family supermarket 
business in Danielson, he 
entered the insurance indus-
try, purchasing several local 
agencies, creating Gerardi 
Insurance Services before 
retiring in 1996. Throughout 
his career, he was active in 
charitable and profession-
al organizations, including 
serving as President of the 
Connecticut Association of 
Independent Agents.

Yvonne M. Cote, Class 
of 1973,  owned and oper-
ated “The Hair Chair” in 
Putnam and was known for 
her quiet generosity and 
dedication to the commu-
nity. She raised more than 
$50,000 for the March of 
Dimes and received the 
2006 George J. Racine 

Humanitarian Award. 
During the holidays,  she 
baked more than 3,000 
cookies for residents, made 
rosaries for the military, and 
created wreaths displayed 
on Putnam’s bridges. Her 
life was tragically cut short 
in a car accident in 2021.

 
  John Deary, Class of 
1976, served for 31 years as 
Vice President and co-own-
er of Sunnyside Farms and 
CEO/Owner of Deary’s 
Gymnastics Supply and 
DGS Ninja Equipment 
Manufacturing and 
Distribution. His businesses 
employ more than 40 fam-
ilies across Northeastern 
Connecticut and several 
other states. He has been 
recognized as Business 
Leader of the Year by the 
Chamber of Commerce 

and has received numerous 
national service and leader-
ship awards. He also served 
nine years on the board of 
United Services Mental 
Health Organization of 
Northeastern Connecticut, 
including three years as 
chair.

Kevin Downer, Class 
of 1983,  is an experienced 
pastor, international inter-
im minister, church planter, 
and consultant. He has led 
congregations across the 
United States addressing 
issues such as substance 

abuse, poverty, civil rights, 
LGBTQ concerns, and 
social justice. His leadership 
helped Greendale People’s 
Church in Worcester raise 
nearly $500,000 over the 
past three years to support 
community initiatives

 
The Induction will be held 

Saturday, Nov. 7 at Putnam 
High School.  Look  for 
more details, as well as full 
inductee information,  in 
the coming weeks on our 
Putnam High School Wall 
of Honor Page.

Killingly High School 
students recognized 
at National Student 

Television Convention
KILLINGLY — Students from Killingly High School’s 

video production program recently earned national rec-
ognition while attending the Student Television Network 
Convention in Tampa, Florida.

The convention brought together over four thousand mid-
dle and high school media students from across the country 
for workshops and competitive contests in film, broadcast 
journalism, and digital media production. During the event, 
students create original productions under strict deadlines 
while demonstrating skills in storytelling, filming, editing, 
and production.

Killingly High School senior Jenna DiFusco earned first 
place in the Division II Movie Trailer competition, standing 
out among student filmmakers nationwide. The contest 
challenges participants to create a compelling promotional 
trailer using original footage, editing techniques, and cine-
matic storytelling.

In this contest, Jenna created an original movie trailer 
using footage she filmed and edited on location based on 
the prompt “So It Begins.”

In addition, Mackenzie Pothier, Anna Kelly, and Kaedynce 
Reggione  received  Honorable Mention (5th Place) in the 
Division II Commercial competition for a commercial they 
produced during the event. Their project required students 
to develop and produce a fully realized commercial for a 
fictional product within a limited time frame, demonstrating 
creativity, collaboration, and technical production skills.

The Student Television Network National Convention fea-
tures dozens of contests across broadcast journalism, film 
production, and multimedia storytelling, allowing students 
to showcase their work while learning from industry profes-
sionals and educators. 

Killingly High School’s video production program reg-
ularly participates in regional and national competitions, 
providing students with opportunities to develop real-world 
media production skills.

BY JASON BLEAU 
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

PUTNAM — A local 

independent book shop 
in Putnam may have 
announced its impend-
ing closure, but the store 

is going out strong after 
presenting an Independent 
Writer Book Fair to shine a 
light on local authors.

Wolperdinger Bookends 
at 58 Publishing House, 
a small book shop at 112 
Main St. in downtown 
Putnam, welcomed seven 
local authors on Feb. 28 
who showcased their indi-
vidual works for visitors to 
enjoy and embrace. The fair 
was bolstered by its coinci-
dental timing on the same 
day as the rescheduled Fire 
& Ice festival helping draw 
a larger crowd to the store 
throughout the day.

Katie Billington, a man-
ager of Wolperdinger 
Bookends, said the event 
was an important way for 
the store to give back to the 
local community and the 
many artists that challenge 
the mainstream expecta-
tions of literature by shar-
ing their own stories free 
of conformity to the estab-
lished norms.

“We have a variety of dif-
ferent kinds of stories and 
expressions. It’s important 
to have that variety, so peo-

Putnam High School announces 2026 Wall of Honor inductees

Local shop hosts Independent 
Writers Book Fair 

Jason Bleau

Visitors discuss some self-published works with Nancy Hopkins, one of the authors featured at  
Wolperdinger Bookends’ Independent Writers Book Fair.

Turn To GOALS page  A11

Turn To BOOK FAIR page  A11
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PUTNAM —  The Putnam 
Rotary Club and its Interact Club 
took part in the Feb. 28 Fire and 
Ice festival in Putnam and raised 
awareness of those in need.

  The Interact Club members 
carved an ice block in the shape 
of a soup can to remind people 
of food insecurity. They collect-
ed $86 for their fund-raiser for 
the Heifer project which helps 
families in Third World countries 
obtain sustainable food sources. 

The Putnam Rotary Interact 
Club is a regional club for stu-
dents ages 12 to 18. For more 
information, email  robertaroc-
chetti4@gmail.com.

  Rotary Club, Rotaract mem-
bers and friends supported the 
Interact Club.

The Rotary Club’s ice sculpture 
included “Boots on the Ground” 
which represented the club’s seri-
ous effort this year to serve those 
in need in the community. That 
includes four groups: Mentally 
challenged, senior citizens, veter-
ans and the unsheltered.

Putnam Interact, Rotary, Rotaract Clubs raise awareness

inda Lemmon — Courtesy

Interactors were joined by Rotaract and Rotary Club members and helpers. 

Courtesy

Interact Club members, from left: Calleigh Levesque, Bailey Benton, Sam Hachigian, Keegan Porter, Kenzie Porter, Alyssa 
Daniels. Missing from photo: Matthew Rybacki.  

Linda Lemmon – Courtesy

The Putnam Rotary Club ice sculpture’s “Boots on the Ground” represents 
the club’s service to the community this year.

Woodstock 
Dems’ Souper 

Supper fundraiser 
set for March 21
WOODSTOCK —  “Soup by the people, 

for the people” is, once-again, the tried and 
true “recipe” for the popular Souper Supper 
community celebration hosted each March by 
the Woodstock Democratic Town Committee.  
This year’s event is set for Saturday, March 
21, at the East Woodstock Congregational 
Church, corner of Woodstock Road and Dr. 
Pike Road in East Woodstock.  

In response to last year’s demand (140 
customers!), the hours have been extended to 
4:30 - 7:30 p.m. Ticket prices are the same as 
last year: $10 for adults and $25 for families. 
Tickets are available at the door or by calling 
event coordinator Peg Wilson at 860-928-
0773.

Soup lovers can rejoice!  Many popular, 
crowd-pleasing soups featured in past years 
are expected to headline the menu again this 
year.   Along with a multitude of soups includ-
ing vegetarian, the menu also includes appe-
tizers, bread and butter, dessert and non-alco-
holic beverages. 

The Souper Supper has been an annual 
Woodstock tradition since 2001.  2026 marks 
its 24th year!

“Come and enjoy!” Peg Wilson encour-
ages. “The WDTC welcomes Democrats, 
Independents, unaffiliated voters, even 
Republicans!, plus citizens from all towns,” 
Wilson said. “Join us and dine; it’s a sit-down 
event in a friendly atmosphere as we celebrate 
the democratic electoral process.” 

To ensure public heath and safety, all food 
is prepared in a kitchen inspected and certi-
fied by the Northeast District Department of 
Health (NDDH).

For Advertising 
Information

Call 860-928-1818 
Ext. 326

email: mikaela@
villagernewspapers.com



DAYVILLE — As winter snow begins 
to melt across Northeast Connecticut, 
many homeowners are rediscovering 
their yards after months of accumula-
tion. For Dayville-based small busi-
ness owner Trent Bone, the seasonal 
shift also marks an important milestone. 
 
Bone, owner of Poop Scoopin’ Crew, is 
approaching the one-year anniversa-
ry of launching his residential pet waste 
removal service. Based at 28 Quarry 
Rd. in Dayville, the business serves 
Killingly, Putnam, Thompson, Brooklyn, 
Woodstock, Pomfret, and surround-
ing Northeast Connecticut communities. 
 
Bone is also a member of the Northeast 
Connecticut Chamber of Commerce, where 
he has focused on building local relation-
ships and strengthening community ties 
during the company’s first year in operation. 
 
The company operates primarily on a recur-
ring weekly service model for homeown-
ers, designed to prevent buildup before it 
becomes overwhelming. Biweekly service 
and one-time cleanups are also available, par-
ticularly during the spring thaw when accu-
mulated waste becomes more noticeable. 
 
“Spring is when everything becomes vis-
ible at once,” Bone said. “If properties 
haven’t been maintained consistently over 
the winter, it can feel like a lot all at once.” 
 
Poop Scoopin’ Crew operates year-round 
when conditions allow, helping reduce sea-
sonal accumulation and maintain cleaner 
outdoor spaces for families and pets. As the 
business continues to grow, Bone is also 
exploring service opportunities with home-
owners associations, apartment communi-
ties, and other multi-unit residential prop-
erties throughout Northeast Connecticut. 
 
“We’ve been fortunate to grow through 
community support and referrals,” he 
said. “Reaching the one-year mark serv-
ing our local towns feels like a strong 
foundation for continued growth 
right here in Northeast Connecticut.” 
 
More information about service areas 
is available at poopscoopincrew.com. 
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(860) 928-2341
697 Pomfret Street, Pomfret Center, CT 06259
392-A Merrow Road, Tolland, CT 06084

Visit whzwealth.com to read more about Joanne’s story

AgilityProactive

WHZ,  
Your big-picture approach 
helped us align and connect 
all our business and personal 
financial goals even as they have 
changed, which is no small feat.

Thank you!

Joanne

Absolute Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For Life.

This statement was provided 3/23/2023 by Joanne McHugh who is a client. This statement may not be 
representative of the experience of others and is not a guarantee of future performance or success. For 
additional reviews, search us wherever local businesses are reviewed. 
Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, 
a Registered Investment Advisor.

19 Quinebaug Ave, Putnam 
351 Merline Road, Vernon   

www.amplisound.com 
  

 

 

Better Hearing Dream Team! 

HEARING CARE CENTERS 

Call 860-315-9656 to         
schedule a hearing evaluation.                        

 

Let us check your insurance benefit. We are           
providers for: Anthem BCBS, United Healthcare, 

Aetna, Connecticare, Humana, Wellcare,                     
Care Partners, Cigna, CT Medicaid, etc. 

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

11th Annual open sing in the 
spirit of Pete Seeger coming 

to FCC Woodstock

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2026 – 2027 Kindergarten Registration  
 

Woodstock Elementary School invites all Woodstock families with Kindergarten 
eligible students to register for the 2026-2027 school year.  All students turning five 
years old before September 1, 2026 are eligible for entry into our full-day 
Kindergarten program.     

 
Registration packets can be obtained by calling the main office at 860-928-0471 

or by email at officewes@woodstockschools.net  
 

Completed registration packets can be submitted in person at Woodstock Elementary 
School or mailed to: 

 
Woodstock Elementary School 

24 Frog Pond Rd. 
Woodstock, CT 06281 

Woodstock ● Public ● Schools 

WOODSTOCK — The eleventh 
annual tribute concert dedicated 
to the memory of folk icon, Pete 
Seeger is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 22 at 4 p.m.  at the First 
Congregational Church.  Route 
169, Woodstock Hill.  Tickets are 
available at the door for a donation 
of $25.

	 The event, affectionately 
called “For Pete’s Sake,”  is host-
ed by former State Troubadour 
Sally Rogers of Pomfret, and 
Leslie Sweetnam of Woodstock, 
joined by a host of area song lead-
ers who will present the songs 
while lyrics are projected for all 
to join in, including Bill Harley, 
Sally Rogers, Howie Bursen, Jeff 
Perkins, Sandy Pliskin, Marilyn 
Ravina, Carol Rossetti, Carolyn 
Brodginsky, Maria Sangiolo, Hugh 
Blumenfeld, and Leslie Sweetnam.

Seeger was one of the folk sing-
ers responsible for popularizing 
the spiritual “We Shall Overcome” 
that became the acknowledged 
anthem of the American Civil 
Rights Movement in the 1960s. 
Even more than a performer, Pete 
was a skilled song-leader, teaching 
generations of Americans to add 
their voices to make a room rock 
with that sound.  Our song leaders 

will teach each song, many already 
familiar, so we can sing along, and 
all words are projected on a large 
screen.	

Seeger is best remembered 
for touring with two groups, the 
Almanac SIngers and the Weavers 
in the 1940s and 1950s, and is 
credited for leading folk music’s 
revival and survival in the 1960s. 

	 He had a string of hit 
records during the early 1950s as 
a member of the Weavers, most 
notably their recording of Lead 
Belly’s “Goodnight, Irene,” which 
topped the charts for 13 weeks in 
1950.  

	 Other hits written by 
Seeger, some recorded by other 
artists, include “Where Have All 
the Flowers Gone?”; “If I Had 
a Hammer”; and “Turn, Turn, 
Turn.”  He also popularized 
Woody Guthrie’s “This Land is 
Your Land.”  Many of these will be 
performed (with audience partici-
pation!) at the March 22 concert.

	 Seeger was a prominent 
singer of protest music in support 
of international disarmament, civil 
rights, counterculture, and environ-
mental causes.  As a social activist, 
he supported progressive causes 
such as racial and religious inclu-

sion which influenced his work.
	 A fact not well known 

about Seeger is that he was a U.S. 
Army veteran, having served in the 
Pacific during World War II.  He 
was trained as an aircraft mechan-
ic but later assigned to Special 
Services where he entertained his 
fellow troops with his banjo and 
songs.

	 After the war, he worked 
on the Civil Rights History Project 
at the Library of Congress, which 
no doubt influenced his songwrit-
ing and social activism.

	 Admission is a $25 
donation per person to benefit 
the Community Kitchens of NE 
Connecticut which have fed hun-
dreds (if not thousands!) of hun-
gry local people here in the Quiet 
Corner, especially active during 
the COVID Crisis.  Hot delicious 
meals are prepared by volunteers 
and are still being served at their 
locations in Woodstock, Central 
Village, Danielson, Thompson.  
To volunteer or to find out about 
their serving times and locations, 
contact: communitykitchensnect@
gmail.com or call them at 860-779-
2465.

	  

Dayville-based business 
marks one year serving 

Northeast CT communities 
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The old stone 
walls that 

still teach us 
something

You can drive through 
Northeast Connecticut a hun-
dred times, and still notice 

some th ing 
new.

I was 
reminded of 
that not long 
ago while 
driving along 
one of those 

winding back roads between 
Putnam and Woodstock. It was 
the sort of quiet road where 
the houses sit far apart and the 
woods seem to stretch forever. 
A road where you might not see 
another car for ten minutes.

Along the side of that road, 
running through the trees, was 
an old stone wall.

Now if you grew up around 
here, you know exactly what 
I’m talking about. Not the neat 
kind of wall someone builds 
for decoration. I mean those 
long, crooked lines of stone that 
wander through the woods and 
fields, sometimes disappearing 
for a while before showing up 
again farther down the road.

They are everywhere in 
Northeastern Connecticut.

And every time I see one, 
I find myself slowing down a 
little.

Those stones didn’t get there 
by accident.

Two hundred years ago, 
farmers clearing their fields had 
to deal with the same thing 
every New England farmer 
faced: rocks. Lots of them. The 
ground here seems determined 
to produce them year after year. 
Anyone who has tried digging a 
garden knows that.

So, the farmers did what 
practical people have always 
done. They picked up the stones 
one by one and carried them to 
the edge of the field. Eventually 
those piles became walls.

Stone by stone. Field by field.
Most of the farms that created 

those walls are long gone now. 
Forests have grown back where 
corn and hay once stood. The 
barns have disappeared, and 
the houses have changed hands 
many times.

But the stone walls remain.
Sometimes, I think about the 

people who built them. Men 
and women who probably 
worked from sunrise to sunset. 
People who didn’t have much 
free time to sit around thinking 
about whether their work would 
still be here two centuries later.

Yet, here it is.
A reminder that this region 

has always been built by hard-
working hands.

What I like most about those 
walls is that they aren’t perfect. 
Some lean a little. Some dip 
down where the ground settled. 
In places, moss has crept over 
the stones and trees have grown 
up beside them.

They look like something 
that belongs here.

In a way, those old walls 
remind me of the commu-
nities around us. Towns like 
Thompson, Pomfret, and 
Brooklyn weren’t built all at 
once by some grand design. 
They grew slowly over genera-
tions, shaped by the people who 
lived here.

Families raised children. 
Neighbors helped neighbors. 
Stores opened and closed. 
Roads were paved where dirt 
paths once ran.

And little by little, the towns 
became what they are today.

Much like those stone walls, 
the communities of the Quiet 
Corner weren’t built in a day. 
They were built piece by piece.

Sometimes we forget that 
in the rush of modern life. 
Everything moves quickly 
now. New buildings go up. 
Businesses change hands. 
People come and go.

But if you slow down once in 
a while and look along the side 
of an old road, you’ll still see 
those stones.

Quiet reminders of the people 
who came before us.

And reminders, too, that the 
strongest things in life are often 
built slowly, with patience, 
effort, and a steady hand.

I suppose there’s a lesson in 
that somewhere.

Or maybe it’s simply another 
reason to take the long way 
home now and then.

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

Telephone: (860) 928-1818
Fax: (860) 928-5946

www.villagernewspapers.com

OPINION
Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
Liberals can be all psychedelic super hippie all 

they want, but I think there’s more justification 
for regime change in Iran than we ever had in Iraq 
or Afghanistan, and I’m not going to play dumb 
and pretend I don’t know what I know, or in some 
cases, formally studied.

President Trump is not wrong when he men-
tions the Islamic Republic Of Iran spreading their 
hate gospel of America being the great Satan or 
bankrolling numerous terror groups around the 
globe.  What he omits though is that America is 
partially responsible for Iran being what it is.  We 
created this monster, and I think we owe it to the 
people of Iran to help take it down.

Iran has had a democratic undercurrent among 
certain segments of its population and its dias-
pora for a long time.  These people want Iran to 
be a proper republic instead of a foreign puppet 
regime or religious theocracy.   Iran almost had 
that after World War II, when they democratically 
elected Dr. Mohammad Mossadegh to be their 
prime minister, but in the “basketcase vs. basket-

case” foreign policy of the Cold War, we thought 
he was drifting too far towards the Soviets and 
the CIA helped topple his republic and bring 
back the repressive corruption-ridden monarchy 
of the Shah.

The Shah was a basketcase, but he was our bas-
ketcase.  Unfortunately, our basketcase inspired a 
nativist religious revolt that put the ayatollahs in 
power and paved the way for all the problems that 
we have today.

We are part of why the Iranians don’t have a 
proper republic and are repressed.  I think we owe 
it to them to pay the price to make things right.

Afghanistan, Iraq, and nowadays Venezuela 
and Cuba could be considered regime change 
wars for political reasons.   Iran, however, has a 
moral component to it, and I think the United 
States should take responsibility for our missteps 
all those years ago.

Jay Gerhart 
Putnam

 Iran is not another Bush war

  To the Editor:
  The evil mastermind of the 2001 attacks 

on the World Trade Center and Pentagon and 
the failed attack on the Capital, Osama Bin 
Laden envisioned the United States responding 
in ways that would destroy itself. Bin Laden 
correctly calculated that the US would overreact 
and respond disproportionately, thereby pursu-
ing illegal wars of regime change and spending 
trillions of dollars in the process. He correctly 
saw that this would result in internal division, the 
pursuit of endless, needless wars, the upending 
of the stable world order, the explosion of the 
deficit, and the rise of an authoritarian executive. 
  Nearly all of Donald Trump’s efforts further Bin 
Laden’s agenda. His arrogance, cruelty, incom-
petence, compulsive lying, and complete lack of 
empathy embody “the most transparent admin-
istration ever.” He campaigned to lower prices 
and inflation and end wars of choice, including 
those to effect regime change. Instead, he ignores 
the increasing inability of most Americans to 
afford basic needs such as medical care, housing, 

electricity, childcare and groceries. He declares 
that he solved the problem of affordability. The 
obscenely rich get richer while the country piles 
up a mountain of debt. The enormity of the 
Trump administration’s corruption is mindbog-
gling. The price of a gallon of gasoline is up about 
fifty cents since Trump’s illegal attack on Iran. 
  Then he kidnaps the despot who ruled Venezuela 
in order to control the country’s oil. Now, he, and 
the Israeli government have blown up the Middle 
East for reasons which seem change every day. 
We should expect to see “boots on the ground” 
in Iran soon, most likely to seize their enriched 
uranium and oil infrastructure. Hypocrisy is dead. 
   Trump couldn’t do more to make Bin Laden’s 
vision reality if he tried. As German philosopher 
Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel observed, “we 
learn from history that we do not learn from 
history.” History tells us that all great empires 
eventually decline and fall. We’re not learning 
that lesson either.

Billy G. Taylor 
  Killingly

  Trump fulfills Bin Laden’s vision

Why the 
Quiet 

Corner still 
attracts 

new 
residents

For generations, the towns of Northeast 
Connecticut have offered something that is 
becoming harder to find in many parts of the 
country: a sense of place.

Communities such as Thompson, 
Woodstock, Putnam, Brooklyn, Pomfret, 
and Killingly do not move at the pace of 
large cities. Life here unfolds a little more 
slowly. Roads wind through forests and 
fields. Historic town greens still sit at the 
center of many communities. Neighbors 
recognize one another in grocery stores or 
at local events.

That way of life continues to attract peo-
ple who are looking for something different.

In recent years, many small communities 
across New England have seen renewed 
interest from people seeking quieter sur-
roundings. Some are families hoping to 
raise children in smaller school systems. 
Others are longtime New Englanders 
returning to rural towns after years in larger 
metropolitan areas. Still others are newcom-
ers discovering the region for the first time.

Northeastern Connecticut has much to 
offer them.

The landscape itself is one of the region’s 
greatest assets. Rolling farmland, wooded 
hills, and historic villages create an environ-
ment that feels distinctly New England. Old 
stone walls still line many roads, reminders 
of the agricultural history that shaped the 
region.

At the same time, residents are not isolat-
ed from the broader world. Major highways 
connect the Quiet Corner to larger cities 
in Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode 
Island. Many residents commute to jobs 
outside the immediate area while continu-
ing to enjoy the lifestyle that smaller towns 
provide.

That balance has become increasingly 
appealing.

Yet what often draws people to the region 
is not simply scenery. It is the sense of com-
munity that still exists in many towns here.

In small towns, everyday interactions still 
matter. People greet one another by name at 
local shops. Volunteers organize events that 
bring neighbors together. School concerts, 
library programs, and community celebra-
tions become shared experiences rather than 
anonymous gatherings.

For longtime residents, these qualities 
may feel familiar enough to overlook. But 
newcomers often notice them immediately.

The Quiet Corner has also shown an abil-
ity to adapt while preserving its character. 
Downtown Putnam, for example, has devel-
oped into a vibrant center of restaurants, 
shops, and cultural events that attract visi-
tors from across the region. Danielson con-
tinues to serve as an important commercial 
hub for Killingly and nearby communities.

Meanwhile, rural towns such as 
Woodstock, Thompson, and Pomfret main-
tain the landscapes and traditions that give 
the region its distinctive identity.

This balance between tradition and 
change helps explain why Northeastern 
Connecticut continues to draw interest from 
people seeking a different pace of life.

Growth must always be approached care-
fully. Residents understandably want to pre-
serve the character that makes their towns 
special. Thoughtful planning and communi-
ty conversation are essential as new devel-
opment occurs.

But the continued interest in these towns 
also offers an encouraging sign.

It suggests that the qualities long valued 
by residents of the Quiet Corner remain 
meaningful in today’s world.

Peaceful landscapes. Walkable town cen-
ters. Strong schools and community insti-
tutions. Neighbors who know one another.

These things may seem simple.
Yet they remain powerful reasons why 

Northeast Connecticut continues to feel like 
home for so many people.

An unneeded war
To the Editor:

America’s unneeded war is now stretching 
from days to weeks, still without a bona fide 
explanation for starting it and now lacking a 
concrete reason for calling for its end. As we 
have heard from the various involved parties, 
the  conflict was either started because of the 
imminent threat of Iran’s nuclear missiles, as a 
means to assist Iranian citizens in starting a new 
government or because Israel’s plan to attack 
would mean the loss of American assets. Trump 
says that this was Netanyahu’s idea; Bibi says 
the idea was Donald’s. The Pentagon, led by the 
Christian fundamentalist Pete Hegseth has been 
telling troops that this is a “holy war.” And still, 
Congress dithers. 

The same nebulous rationale now applies to 
how the war will end. Trump insists that he must 
chose the new leader even as America continues 
to take out Iran’s leadership. He wants Iranian cit-
izens to take back the country even though there 
is no centralized opposition who has the organi-
zation tools, and more importantly the weapons, 
needed to oust the current government. 

It’s also apparent that the President has no clue 
as to what goes on domestically. At the State of 
the Union, just two weeks ago, he touted low 
inflation (the latest reading showed inflation at 
the wholesale level was over twice predicted), the 
rebounding job market (the latest reading showed 
a net monthly job loss of 92000), the record stock 
market (it is currently in free fall)   and perhaps 
most pointedly, that the price of gasoline was 
under $2 (the average price as of March 8 is 
$3.41, which anyone with a rudimentary under-
standing of past Gulf conflicts would have been 
prepared for). There should have been better plan-
ning not least of which would be to promote green 
energy and EV cars to negate any current or future 
Middle East threats to the oil markets. He should 
have immediately tapped our strategic reserves. 

Hegseth says that Iranian capability to shoot 
down our jets has been eliminated. Their navy 
is no more. This means any threat to America 
is gone. We should stop risking more American 
lives. We also should stop burning through our 
defense budget and depleting our military stock-
piles which would come in handy for the next 
true danger. The Ayatollah while oppressing his 
own citizens and threatening his neighbors is no 
different than the Taliban, President Xi, President 
Putin, or Chairman Kim or any other number of 

global despots. These nations represent far greater 
threats to our homeland. What’s more, Iran never 
killed American children. Trump has; 150 in one 
fell swoop. Why is this just considered an oops? 

The Iranian War can easily turn into another 
Iraq or Afghanistan. Or worse, much worse. We 
had a coalition assisting us in these previous 
wars. And most importantly we had boots on the 
ground. No war has ever been won with air power 
alone. 

Nor was the global supply of oil this compro-
mised. Oil is at the heart of the world economy. 
Attacking the heart risks a world financial col-
lapse.

 
Trump stating that only an unconditional sur-
render is necessary ignores the reality that no 
Islamic regime or for that matter any Iranian 
proxy, be it Iraqi Shiite Militias, Hezbollah, or 
the Houthis, despite overwhelming destruction 
of all the innocent people nearby, has laid down 
their arms. Gaza could become a paradise on the 
Mediterranean tomorrow if Hamas just hands in 
their guns and joins with the PLO. 

Most of all if this war continues Americans 
will take a huge economic hit as inflation due 
to the soaring price of oil, along the price of 
everything made worse by Trump’s capricious 
and arbitrary tariffs, threatens to bankrupt all but 
the very wealthy who continue to get rich as the 
nation’s wealth gap reaches record levels. Nor, 
like Trump, will their children ever have to worry 
about getting drafted. 

In the end, per Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt, 
Trump took us to war based on a “good feeling” 
that Iran was about to attack American interests. 
He did this despite evidence to the contrary. He 
did this while military intelligence suggested 
it would not succeed. He did this without the 
support of the American people and without our 
European and Arab allies. Its time to stand down 
and engage with the rest of the free world in order 
to contain Iran through sanctions and inspections. 
We have decimated their military might. Israel 
and the Saudis can make sure that the nuclear pro-
gram never threatens the region again. America is 
not the world’s policeman. We desperately need 
new and most importantly, competent leadership. 

Lee Wesler
Woodstock

Frank G. Chilinski
President/Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor
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As the Great Wealth 
Transfer accelerates, 
younger, high-net-worth 
investors, primarily Gen 
X, Millennials, and older 
Gen Z, are stepping into 
financial responsibility 
earlier than their prede-
cessors. This is happening 
just as the Great Wealth 
Transfer – where more than 
$80 trillion in assets will 
change hands from older 
generations to younger ones 
over the coming decades – 
begins to accelerate.  

And just as all this wealth 
is changing hands, one of 
the most common ques-
tions we hear from these 
“next generation” investors 
is whether they should pay 
more attention to adding 
alternative investments to 
their portfolios, and to what 
extent?

In a time when so much 
wealth is changing hands 
while there’s also so much 
happening in the world, it’s 
a valid question to ask. Here 
are some things to consider 
as you work to determine 
what the right answer is for 
you and your portfolio.

What are alternative 
investments?

First, let’s start with the 
basics. What are alternative 
investments? Alternative 
investments are assets that 
fall outside traditional pub-
lic stocks, bonds, and cash. 
Common examples include 
private equity, private cred-
it, hedge funds, private real 

estate, venture cap-
ital, infrastructure, 
and certain private 
placements. These 
investments often 
share a few defining 
characteristics: lim-
ited liquidity, less frequent 
pricing, higher minimum 
investments, and more 
complex risk profiles.

Historically, alternatives 
were primarily used by 
institutions and ultra-high-
net-worth families. Today, 
interest among younger 
affluent investors is grow-
ing rapidly as they look for 
diversification, differentiat-
ed return drivers, and align-
ment with long-term goals 
beyond traditional markets.

Why alternatives appeal 
to the next generation

Younger high-net-worth 
investors tend to approach 
wealth differently than their 
parents. Many came of age 
during the Global Financial 
Crisis or the COVID-era 
volatility and are skeptical 
that a traditional 60/40 port-
folio alone can deliver their 
desired outcomes. 

In fact, According to 
Bank of America Private 
Bank’s 2022 Study of 
Wealthy Americans, 75 
percent of Millennial and 
Gen Z investors surveyed 
expressed skepticism that 
above-average returns can 
be achieved solely through 
traditional stock and bond 
portfolios.

A l t e r n a t i v e 
investments can 
offer several 
potential benefits 
when used appro-
priately:

Diversification: Returns 
may be driven by factors 
other than public market 
movements, potentially 
reducing overall portfolio 
volatility.

Access to private growth: 
Many of today’s fast-
est-growing companies 
remain private longer, mak-
ing private equity and ven-
ture capital appealing for 
long-term investors.

Income and inflation 
sensitivity: Certain alterna-
tives, such as private credit 
or real assets, may offer 
income streams or infla-
tion-linked characteristics.

Customization and values 
alignment: Private invest-
ments can sometimes align 
more closely with themes 
like sustainability, innova-
tion, or direct ownership.

That said, these benefits 
are not guaranteed, and 
they come with meaningful 
tradeoffs.

The accredited investor 
requirement

One critical distinction 
with alternative invest-
ments is who is eligible 
to invest. Most alternative 
investments are available 
only to accredited investors, 
as defined by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(SEC).

In general, an individual 
qualifies as an accredited 
investor if they meet at least 
one of the following cri-
teria:

Earned income exceed-
ing $200,000 in each of the 
last two years (or $300,000 
jointly with a spouse), with 
a reasonable expectation of 
the same going forward; or

Net worth exceeding $1 
million, excluding the value 
of a primary residence; or

Certain professional cer-
tifications or roles that meet 
SEC standards.

This requirement exists 
because alternative invest-
ments are typically more 
complex, less liquid, 
and carry higher risk. 
Regulatory frameworks 
assume accredited investors 
have the financial sophis-
tication and capacity to 
absorb potential losses.

The risks and tradeoffs to 
understand

Alternative investments 
are not inherently “better” 
than traditional invest-
ments, they’re simply dif-
ferent. Key considerations 
include:

Illiquidity: Capital may 
be locked up for years, lim-
iting flexibility.

Higher fees: Many alter-
natives carry layered fee 
structures that can impact 
net returns.

Complexity and trans-
parency: Valuations may 
be infrequent, and perfor-
mance can be harder to 
evaluate.

Manager risk: Outcomes 
are often heavily dependent 
on manager skill and exe-

cution.

For next-generation 
investors with long time 
horizons, these risks may 
be acceptable, but only 
when alternatives are sized 
appropriately and integrat-
ed into a broader, well-con-
structed financial plan. For 
optimized results, consider 
working with a financial 
advisor to decide which 
investments are best for 
you. 

Are alternatives right for 
you?

For many next-genera-
tion high-net-worth inves-
tors, the real question isn’t 
whether to use alternative 
investments, but how and 
why. Alternatives tend to 
work best as a complement 
to traditional investments—
not a replacement—and 
should be guided by cash-
flow needs, tax consider-
ations, risk tolerance, and 
long-term objectives.

At WHZ, we focus on 
helping clients evaluate 
whether alternatives serve 
a clear purpose within their 
overall strategy, rather 
than pursuing them simply 
because they are available 
or popular.

Take the next step

If you’re part of the next 
generation of wealth and 
are curious about wheth-
er alternative investments 
make sense for your situa-
tion, a thoughtful conver-
sation is the right place to 
start. Understanding eligi-
bility, risks, and portfolio fit 
is essential before allocat-

ing capital.
Connect with the WHZ 

team to schedule a com-
plimentary discovery con-
versation and explore how 
alternative investments 
may—or may not—fit into 
your long-term financial 
plan.

Authored by WHZ 
Wealth Advisor Logan 
Lum. AI may have been 
used in the research and 
initial drafting of this piece. 
Investing in alternative 
investments may not be 
suitable for all investors 
and involves special risks, 
such as risk associated with 
leveraging the investment, 
utilizing complex financial 
derivatives, adverse market 
forces, regulatory and tax 
code changes, and illiquid-
ity. There is no assurance 
that the investment objec-
tive will be attained. These 
materials are general in 
nature and do not address 
your specific situation. For 
your specific investment 
needs, please discuss your 
individual circumstances 
with your financial advi-
sor. WHZ Strategic Wealth 
Advisors does not pro-
vide tax or legal advice, 
and nothing in the accom-
panying pages should be 
construed as specific tax or 
legal advice. Securities and 
advisory services offered 
through Commonwealth 
Financial Network®, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, 
a Registered Investment 
Adviser. 697 Pomfret St., 
Pomfret Center, CT 06259 
and 392-A Merrow Rd., 
Tolland, CT 06084, 860-
928-2341. http://www.
whzwealth.com.

To the Editor:

There’s a popular political saying, “It’s 
the economy, stupid.” Right now, that 
phrase feels more relevant than ever. The 
reality facing many Americans is far differ-
ent from the picture often presented by the 
current administration in Washington.

Recent data from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics shows the U.S. lost 92,000 jobs 
in February and the unemployment rate 
increased. That means more Americans 
are out of work. In the previous five years 
leading up to 2025, employers were adding 
hundreds of thousands of jobs. Now, in five 
of the last ten months, the country has lost 
jobs.

At the same time, the cost of living con-
tinues to climb. Groceries, housing, medical 
care remain expensive, and gasoline prices 
are rising. The war involving the U.S., 
Israel, and Iran has already driven oil prices 
sharply higher. When energy prices rise, 
everything else follows, from transportation 
costs to the price of food and goods on store 
shelves.

Americans were promised fewer wars 
and greater stability. Instead, the Middle 
East is again at war. Iran has threatened 
shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, 
one of the most important oil routes in 
the world. Any disruption there will ripple 
through the global economy and directly 
affect American households. As the U.S. 
and Israel attack Iran, Iran is attacking 
economic targets and U.S. military bases in 
the Middle East. How many of our service 
members will be lost because of this sense-
less war?

At home, a federal court ruled that the 
Trump/Vance administration’s use of emer-
gency powers to impose “Liberation Day” 
tariffs was illegal and that those tariffs 
must be refunded. Trump’s tariffs generat-
ed an estimated $160 billion through early 
2026, largely through higher prices paid 
by American businesses and consumers. If 
the government cannot return those funds, 
taxpayers will end up paying the bill twice.

It is estimated that Trump and his family 
have enriched themselves more than $4 
billion since his return to office. Perhaps 
those funds, the Qatar plane and real estate 
assets could be garnished to help pay back 
the treasury on behalf of the American 
taxpayers.

Meanwhile, the influence of political 
action committees and lobbyists have way 
too much influence on the U.S. govern-
ment, leaving many Americans wondering 
whose interests are truly being represented 
in Washington. Why does AIPAC/Israel 
have so much influence on Trump that he 
is the only President to join Israel in a war 
with Iran? Our government should answer 
first to the people, not to special interests 
and deep pockets.

Congress has both the authority and 
the responsibility to act. The Constitution 
gives lawmakers the power to oversee war, 
control spending, and hold the executive 
branch accountable. Those responsibilities 
should not be ignored. Perhaps, Congress 
should consider:

Article 1, Section 8 Clause 11 – Congress 
has the power to declare war. Use the War 
Powers to halt the Iran war.

Constitutional Amendment to Citizens 
United – Remove big money from politics 
and restore power to the American people.

Article 1, Section 9 Clause 7 – Congress 
has the power of the purse not the President. 
Rescind the billionaire tax breaks. Fund 
health care for the American people.

Article 2, Section 4 – Congress has the 
authority to remove an Administration for 
treason, bribery, other high Crimes and 
Misdemeanors.

As the midterm elections approach, 
Americans have an opportunity to remind 
their representatives that government exists 
to serve the public, not political donors, 
foreign interests, or personal gain.

Ultimately, the strength of our democra-
cy depends on citizens who pay attention, 
speak up, and demand accountability from 
those in power.

Lisa Arends
Brooklyn
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include 
the author’s name, address, and a 
daytime phone number for pur-
poses of verification in order to be 
considered for publication. Only 
the author’s name and the town 
in which they reside will be pub-
lished. Letters submitted without 
all of the required information 
will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Ed-
itor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements 
and decency standards, and any 
submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

The Woman’s Board of Day Kimball Hospital thanks you for 
your generous support of the Valentine Dinner Dance  held 

on February 14. All proceeds help pay for the daVinci 
Robotic Surgical System in use at DKH.  We have now 

completed well over half of our $250,000 fundraising goal.  

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED $19,000 
  
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Diamond  
   Denise Archambault 
   Deborah Cornman   
   Keith & Elaine Knowlton 
   Lorraine Fabrics 
   Sarantopoulos & Sarantopoulos    
Platinum    
   American Landscape & Lawn Science 
   Archambault Ins. Agency, 
      a Division of World 
   Jack & Mary Jane Burke 
   Centreville Bank 
   Classic Pizza 
   Julie Ann Dupont 
   Gerardi HILB Corporate Group 
   Gilman & Valade Funeral Homes 
   and Crematory 
    Killingly  Dental Care 
    Linemaster Switch Corporation 

Matthew & Margarethe Mashikian              
    Putnam Area Foundation 
    Railside Tavern 
    Rude Dog Boxing 
   John & Linnea Sarantopoulos 
   Spirol International Corp.  
   United Abrasives, Inc.   
Gold    
   Dr. Saul & Mrs. Sandra Ahola 
   Amplisound, Inc. 
   Arlene Baril 
   Green Valley Orthodontics 
   Brooklyn Veterinary Hospital 
   Dr. Ronald &  Mrs. Joy Klare 
Titanium 
   Stan & Jean Karro 
   Rampco Construction 
   Wayne Magao 
Silver    
   Barn at Gray Mare Hill 
   Steve Bousquet’s Appliance & TV Inc. 
   Brooklyn Restoration 
   Byrnes Insurance, HUB International 
    
    
    
 

 
Silver (cont.) 
   Nancy Cole 
   Chase Graphics  
   David Ford                      
   Dawn Gurn 
   Judy Haines 
   Susan Horn  
   Harbour Lights Charts 
   Dennis & Carolyn Hopkins  
   Tony & Shirley Mongillo 
   Motta’s Pastry & Bake Shop 
   Page’s Tree Service 
   Precision Collision, Inc 
   Rawson Materials 
   Shear Reflections 
   Stephen Scroth 
   Elizabeth Sheldon 
   Stephen A. Solomon DMD & Assoc. 
   June Suleski 
   Paul & Marjorie Swaggart 
   Gregg O. Wilcox, DMD 
   WINY  
   Tom & Barbara Wright   
Bronze    
   B.C.S. Company 
   BMS Motors 
   Diva Nails 
   Joanne Eiler 
   Ivanhoe Tool & Die Co. Inc 
   Lee Ann’s Hair Boutique 
   Lord Thompson Manor 
   Pomfret Pets 
   Pourings & Passages 
   James Powell 
   Petra Scandilito 
   Alice Theodore 
   Therapeutic Enterprises 
   Noreen Wallace 
   Joe & Lori Zornado 
 
 

LOGAN D. 
LUM

Financial 
Focus

Alternative investments: Are they right for 
“next generation” high net worth investors?

It’s the economy, and Americans are paying the price!
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PUTNAM — The Putnam 
Clippers’ season came to an 
end Saturday night with a 
loss to Thomaston in the 
first round of the CIAC 

state basketball tournament.
Despite the early postsea-

son exit, the Clippers closed 
the year with an 11–10 
record, marking a signif-

icant improvement from 
last season when the team 
won just six games. Putnam 
nearly doubled its win total 
and finished second in the 
ECC Division IV standings 
with a strong 6–2 league 
record.

Saturday’s game was also 
a historic moment for the 
program, as the Clippers 
hosted the first-ever boys 
state playoff game in the 
school’s new gymnasium.

Putnam was led offen-
sively by TJ Espinosa and 
Camden Kell, who each 
scored 19 points. Espinosa 
added eight rebounds and 
four assists in an all-around 
performance. Kell contrib-
uted in multiple areas as 
well, finishing with four 
rebounds, three assists, and 
two blocks.

Senior Nick Devlin 
closed out his high school 
career with a solid effort, 
recording 13 points, six 
rebounds, and three assists 
in his final game for the 
Clippers.

Putnam’s roster featured 
a young core that showed 
promise throughout the sea-
son, though the Clippers 
were also on the wrong side 
of several close contests. 
With much of the lineup 
expected to return next 
year, the program appears 
well-positioned to build on 
this season’s progress.

PUTNAM — The 
Putnam High School 
Clippers boys’ basketball 
team placed three players 
on the All-ECC (Eastern 
Connecticut Conference) 
All-Star teams this season, 
highlighting a strong year 
for the program as it heads 
into the state tournament 
with an 11-9 record. 

	 S o p h o m o r e 
Camden Kell and fresh-
man TJ Espinosa were 
both named to the All-ECC 
First Team, while senior 
Nick Devlin earned Second 
Team All-ECC honors. 

Kell’s selection marks his 

second consecutive First 
Team All-ECC honor, an 
impressive accomplishment 
for the sophomore guard. 
Kell numbers this season 
are 18 points, 6 rebounds, 3 
assists, 2 steals and 2 blocks 
per game.  Kell recorded 
two double-doubles this 
season and continued to 
establish himself as one of 
the league’s most dynamic 
players. 

Head Coach Shawn 
Deary praised his stand-
out sophomore, noting, 
“Camden has had quite a 
start for his high school 
basketball career. Second 

year in a row being named 
all-league first team player. 
Camden is a super athletic 
lefty that can really score 
the ball.”

    TJ Espinosa turned in 
one of the most remarkable 
freshman seasons in pro-
gram history. He led the 
Clippers with 23 points, 8 
rebounds, 5 assists and 2 
steals per game.  Espinosa 
is at the top of the state 
shooting 85 percent 
from the free throw line.  
Espinosa recorded five dou-
ble-doubles and also had 
a quadruple double and 
consistently elevated the 

Clippers’ offensive produc-
tion throughout the season. 

  Coach Deary did not 
hesitate to put Espinosa’s 
season into historic context, 
adding, “Espinosa arguably 
might have had the greatest 
freshman season in Putnam 
high school basketball his-
tory. He has brought our 
team to another level this 
year and can’t wait to see 
what the future holds.”

Senior Nick Devlin 
rounded out the All-ECC 
selections with a Second 
Team nod after an outstand-
ing final season. Devlin 
averages 14 points, 8 

rebounds and 2 assists per 
game and is shooting nearly 
50 percentTJ  for the field. 
He tallied six double-dou-
bles and anchored the team 
defensively. 

Coach Deary emphasized 
Devlin’s impact beyond the 
stat sheet: “Nick has had 
quite a season. Almost aver-
aging a double double. Is 
one of our strongest defend-
ers as well. He has had a 
heck of a four-year career 
for the Clippers.” 

Devlin also was award-
ed the ECC Scholar athlete 
award for his outstanding 
work in the classroom.

Sportsmanship recogni-
tion for LaFrance

In addition to the All-ECC 
honors, sophomore Caleb 
LaFrance was awarded 
the team’s Sportsmanship 
Award. LaFrance started for 
the Clippers for the majori-
ty of the season before suf-
fering a season-ending knee 
injury in January. LaFrance 
is known for his toughness 
and defensive presence.  
He is focused on making a 
strong comeback entering 
his junior year.
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SPORTS

PORTLAND, Maine — Teagan Espinosa represented 
Connecticut well on Saturday, earning a third-place finish at 
the New England Elks Hoop Shoot Championship.

Competing in the Girls 10–11 division, Espinosa made 
18 of her 25 free-throw attempts against the region’s top 
shooters. The winning score was 20 out of 25.

Espinosa advanced to the regional competition after win-
ning the Connecticut State Elks Hoop Shoot Championship 
last month, where she delivered an impressive performance 
by making 22 of 25 free throws.

With three more years of eligibility remaining in the Elks 
Hoop shoot pipeline of the program, Espinosa will continue 
pursuing her goal of reaching the Elks Hoop Shoot National 
Finals in Chicago.

Basketball success runs in the Espinosa family. Both 
of Teagan’s brothers previously won New England Hoop 
Shoot championships and advanced to the national stage in 
Chicago. TJ Espinosa won the regional title in 2023, and 
Bryce Espinosa followed with a championship in 2025.

Teagan’s strong showing this year continues the family 
tradition and sets the stage for more opportunities in the 
years ahead.

Girls Basketball

Vs. Hillhouse (State 
Game)

Killingly Girls Basketball 
(9-13) battled against 
Hillhouse (15-6) in a loss 
with a solid defensive effort. 
Killingly came out strong in 
the first half after a long 
bus ride and only gave up 9 
points in the first half lead-
ing 13-9 at the half.  Gracie 
Pekarovic-West had 11 
points and Ella Adams had 

9 points and 8 rebounds!  
Amaya Spadola contribut-
ed to the strong defensive 
effort with 13 rebounds, 8 
blocks and 4 steals.  

Final Score: Hillhouse 41 
- Killingly 35

Declyn Benjamin added 
6 points and Mackenzie 
Pothier added 4 points for 
Killingly.

Tailor Haynes scored 15 
points and Zariah Rivera-
Anderson scored 14 points 
for Hillhouse.

Boys Basketball

Vs. Branford
8th seeded Killingly 

Basketball (16-7) defeated 
25th seeded Branford in the 
1st Round of the DIII CIAC 
State tournament! 

Quin Crowley led all scor-
ers with 26 points, nailing 
7 threes from downtown! 
Greyson Marquez added 17 
points while dishing out 11 
assists, and Quinn Sumner 

added another double-dou-
ble with 14 points and 11 
boards! 

Ethan Hall scored 11 
points, and Aiden LaMotte 
added a three pointer! Jake 
Beaudreault had 2 points, 8 
rebounds, and 4 assists for 
Killingly! 

Killingly advances to 
the 2nd round where they 
will host Amity on Tuesday 
night at home at 6:00pm!

Aidan Tracy led Branford 
with 13 points. 

Killingly High School 
Weekly Sports Wrap-Up

Espinosa finishes
 third at New 
England Elks 
Hoop Shoot 

Championship

Courtesy

Camden Kell, TJ Espinosa, and Nick Devlin earned placement on the All-ECC All-Star teams this season.

Three Putnam High standouts earn All-ECC honors

Clippers’ season ends in first round of CIAC Tournament

Espinosa goes up for a layup.

 Kell shoots a three pointer. Schulman shoots in the corner.

Courtesy

Devlin goes up for a shot.
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POMFRET —  During 
the February Fireside Chat 
at Pomfret’s Vanilla Bean 
Café, the audience learned 
about Anna Whistler  
(Whistler’s Mother)   who 
brought her two sons to 
Pomfret after the death of 
their father. Future artist, 
James Whistler, and his 
brother William attend-
ed the Christ Church 
Hall Academy, a pri-
vate Episcopal school in 
Pomfret in from 1850  and 
1851. Their mother, Anna 
Whistler, rented a house 
just west of the Vanilla 
Bean Café from the fall of 
1849 to spring 1852. She 
immersed herself in the 
high society of what was 
known as “The Street.” 
The Pomfret Railroad 
Station (now Putnam) and 
the Norwich/Worcester 
Railroad which Anna’s 
brother William McNeill 
helped to build was her life-
line for easy travel to rel-
atives in Stonington, New 
Haven, and New York. It 

brought the mail, newspa-
pers, and magazines twice 
daily and provided a life-
line to the dawning of the 
Gilded Age which she had 
known with her railroad 

architect husband, George 
Washington Whistler.

This month’s  Fireside 
Chat  at the Vanilla Bean 
Friday, March 20 at 7p.m. 
will pick up where we left 

off with the arrival of the 
Vintons and other wealthy 
families in the 1850’s. After 
the Civil war and with the 
1873 completion of the 
Boston, Hartford & Erie 

Railroad (New York & New 
England Railroad) through 
Pomfret more families 
sought respite in Pomfret’s 
bucolic countryside. By 
1870 the Ben Grosvenor Inn 

began to draw summer peo-
ple from Boston and New 
York who enjoyed a resort 
atmosphere with tennis 
courts, golf, horse racing, 
and a casino. Some built 
lavish estates which led to 
Pomfret’s nickname,  Little 
Newport. Walter Hinchman 
and Stewart Chute will give 
us the grand virtual tour of 
Pomfret’s Gilded Age, the 
architecture which remains, 
and the railroad that started 
it all.

Program begins at 7 p.m. 
Gilded Age costumes are 
encouraged. Arrive early to 
get a seat and order din-
ner and drinks. Suggested 
donation of $10 great-
ly appreciated to enable 
Pomfret Historical Society 
to continue the restorations 
and renovations in the Old 
Town House.

Contact Donna Dufresne 
for more information: wind-
song@snet.net   860-465-
7228

Historical Society features
 Pomfret’s Gilded Age in Fireside Chat

DAYVILLE —  In 
response to the ongoing 
opiod crisis, The Northeast 
Insurance Professionals and 
Woodstock Volunteer Fire 
Association have collabo-
rated to provide a Narcan 
Training Course open to all 
community members. The 
training course will take 
place on March 25 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. (resched-
uled from Feb. 25), at the 
Woodstock Volunteer Fire 

Association, 399 Route 169 
in Woodstock. 

This educational session 
is designed to equip partic-
ipants with the knowledge 
and confidence to recognize 
and respond to an opioid 
overdose. Attendees will 
learn how to identify the 
warning signs and symp-
toms, how Narcan works 
and how to properly admin-
ister Narcan during an over-

dose. Trainer devices will 
be available for participants 
to practice the action of 
administering Narcan when 
responding to an emergen-
cy.

“Naloxone saves lives. 
When more people are 
trained and prepared, our 
entire community bene-
fits,” said NEIP President, 
Lysa Molnar. “This train-
ing empowers individuals 
in our community to act 
quickly and confidently 
during an emergency.”

Narcan is a safe, FDA-
approved medication that 
can reverse the effects of 
an opioid overdose with-
in minutes. The training 
is appropriate for parents, 
educators, business owners, 
healthcare professionals 
and any concerned commu-
nity member.

The event is limited to 
30 attendees, and light 
refreshments will be pro-
vided. A $10 donation is 
requested that will fund the 

Fire Association’s ongoing 
training for public safety. 

To register or to learn 
more, contact Lysa Molnar, 
NEIP President by emailing 
neip18@yahoo.com or call 
860-377-0755.

By increasing access 

to overdose prevention 
education and lifesav-
ing tools, the Northeast 
Insurance Professionals and 
Woodstock Volunteer Fire 
Association aims to reduce 
stigma, prevent overdose 
fatalities, and strength-
en community response 
efforts.

Spaghetti 
dinner to send 
Putnam Cub 

Scouts to 
summer camp

 

PUTNAM  – Cub Scout Pack 21 of Putnam will host 
its Spring Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner, including salad, 
garlic bread, coffee, tea, lemonade and bottled water on 
Saturday, April 18, from 4 until 7 p. m., at the Albert J. 
Breault VFW Post 1523, 207 Providence St., Putnam. 

Tickets are just $10 for adults, while children 12 and 
under eat for free. Take-out or eat-in. There will be free 
live music, candy bars for sale and raffles by the VFW. 
Advance tickets are available at the VFW Post and at 
Joseph’s Jewelers, 153 School St., Putnam, and by calling 
(860) 928-5873 (voice only). Please leave a message when 
you call. Proceeds will benefit the Putnam Cub Scout Pack 
21 2026 Summer Camp Fund, to help our Cub Scouts go 
to summer camp in July. Parking is available behind the 
building and in the municipal parking lot at 175 Providence 
St.

Local 
student named 

to St. Lawrence 
University’s 
Dean’s List

CANTON, N.Y. — Dylan Mayo from Woodstock has 
been named to St. Lawrence University’s Dean’s List 
for achieving academic excellence during the Fall 2025 
semester.

Mayo is a member of the Class of 2027 and is major-
ing in psychology and global studies. Mayo attended 
Woodstock Academy.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List, a student must have 
completed at least four courses and have an academic 
average of 3.6 based on a 4.0 scale for the semester.

About St. Lawrence University
Founded in 1856, St. Lawrence University is a private, 

nonsectarian institution of the liberal arts and sciences 
located in Canton, New York. The educational opportuni-
ties at St. Lawrence inspire students and prepare them to 
be critical and creative thinkers, to find a compass for their 
lives and careers, and to pursue knowledge and under-
standing for the benefit of themselves, humanity and the 
planet. Through its focus on active engagement with ideas 
in and beyond the classroom, a St. Lawrence education 
leads students to make connections that transform lives 
and communities, from the local to the global. Visit www.
stlawu.edu.

Dining For a 
Cause event to 
help Paws Cat 

Shelter
PUTNAM — Black Dog Bar and Grille, 146 Park Rd., 

Putnam, is hosting a Dining for a Cause fundraiser event 
to help Paws Cat Shelter on Wednesday, March 18 from 
3-9 p.m. Fifteen percent of food and beverage sales will 
be donated when you present a coupon for either dine in or 
take out.

Coupons are available at Petco in Dayville, Paws Cat 
Shelter, 74 School St., Putnam, all Paws events or request 
by email at  pawsctshelter@gmail.com. Coupons are free 
and must be obtained in advance. No coupons will be 
available at the event. 

Paws is a non-profit, all volunteer organization caring for 
the cats of our communities. For more information or to 
make a monetary donation, contact Paws at 860-315-1228.

Woodstock 
Lions hosting 
Comedy Night 

fundraiser
WOODSTOCK —  Help the Woodstock Lions Club 

help the local community at their annual Comedy Night 
fundraiser Friday, March 20 at Grill 37, 37 Putnam Rd., 
Pomfret. Doors open at 6 p.m., with the show set to start 
at 7.

Finger desserts and coffee will be provided, and there wil 
be a cash bar available, along with raffles, a 50/50 drawing, 
auctions.

Please note that this is a PG-13 event for ages 18 and 
older.

For tickets, to donate or sponsor, please visit www.
funny4funds.com/events/woodstock-lions-club-come-
dy-night/1693. You may also e-mail woodstocklions.ct@
gmail.com.

Narcan training course rescheduled 
due to snowstorm

brendan@
villagernewspapers.com

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

42 Central St, Southbridge MA
(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

WE BUY GOLD
Trusted with

Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!
To purchase your meat packages  

CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Courtesy

Cub Scout Pack 21 of Putnam learned first aid on Wednesday, 
March 4, with the help of Pack 21 Cubmaster and retired fire-
fighter and emergency medical technician Christopher Jodoin. 
Our young Cub Scouts learned how to make arm slings, as well 
as make a stretcher from two wooden poles and a sleeping 
bag. They even practiced lifting and dragging their two-hun-
dred-pound adult Cub leader. This is just one of many fun and 
challenging activities Pack 21 does throughout the year. Pack 21 
welcomes boys and girls ages five through ten. To join, call John 
Ryan at (860) 928-5873.
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How to Submit
 an Obituary
Guidance in 
Your Time of Need.
Posting an obituary is a meaningful way to 
honor the life of someone who has passed, 
share the loss with the community, and support the 
grieving process. It celebrates their life, 
family, memories, and accomplishments while
bringing people together in remembrance. 
An obituary also helps loved ones find comfort and 
closure during a difficult time preserves the individual’s 
story as an important part of the family’s 
history and legacy.

We offer easy placement and publications througout the area
Just drop us an email, be sure to include a photo if you would like.  

Inlcude your publication choice and provide a contact number for prepayment.

Deadline is Monday at noon for this week’s edition.
Our Rates: $ 250 per newspaper for 400 words or less. 

Photos and symbols included at no extra charge.
For obituaries over 400 words, the charge is $ 250 for each additional 400 words or less. 

Please note this price is per newspaper.

Send all Obituaries to obits@stonebridgepress.news
If you have any question please call Julie at 508-909-4105

PO Box 90 | Southbridge, MA 01550
508-909-4105 | www.stonebridgepress.com

Stonebride Press Newspapers
Your Local News. In print and online.

WILLIMANTIC — 
EASTCONN’s Arts at the 
Capitol Theater (ACT) 
magnet high school has 
a limited number of seats 
available for Fall 2026 
enrollment. Academically 

motivated students in grades 
9-12 from across eastern 
Connecticut are encouraged 
to apply for this distinctive 
opportunity to pursue inten-
sive study in the perform-
ing arts. The school’s recent 

string of achievements in 
film, creative writing, and 
other artistic disciplines 
demonstrates its commit-
ment to nurturing excep-
tional young talent.

 
Located in the historic 

Capitol Theater in down-
town Willimantic, ACT 
offers a NEASC-accredited 
program that weaves rig-
orous academics together 
with immersive, profes-
sional-level arts education.  
Students learn from both 
certified academic teachers 
and working professional 
artists in an intimate, col-
laborative setting – with an 
average of just 35 students 
per grade.

 
“ACT students don’t just 

study the arts – they prac-
tice them at a profession-
al level while they’re still 
in high school,” said ACT 

principal Sarah Mallory. 
“When a student wins a 
film festival award, pub-
lishes a university literary 
journal, or steps onto a real 
stage in a 1920s-era the-
ater, that’s not a simulation 
of real life. That’s the real 
thing. We’re proud to offer 
that kind of experience to 
students from across east-
ern Connecticut.”

 
ACT students choose 

from seven specialized arts 
pathways: Acting, Creative 
Writing, Dance, Integrated 
Arts & Management, Media 
Arts, Music, and Technical 
Theater (sets, lighting and 
costuming). The school’s 
distinctive facility provides 
daily access to profession-
al-grade resources, includ-
ing a fully equipped the-
ater, scene shop, modern 
audio/video editing suites, 
spacious dance studios, and 

a comprehensive costume 
shop – enabling students to 
produce work of genuine 
professional quality.

 
That quality shows in 

results. ACT students reg-
ularly earn recognition in 
prestigious competitions 
and venues, including 
Young Writers publications, 
Scholastic’s Art & Writing 
Awards, DMV-Travelers’ 
Teen Safe Driving Video 
Contest, and the Quiet 
Corner Film Festival. 
Student work has appeared 
in university publications 
and public performanc-
es, giving ACT graduates 
a portfolio of real-world 
experience before they 
leave high school.

 
Through an ongo-

ing partnership with 
Eastern Connecticut State 
University (ECSU), eli-

gible upperclassmen can 
earn free credits by taking 
university courses while 
completing their ACT edu-
cation. The partnership 
also connects students to 
ECSU’s literary festivals 
and cultural events, deepen-
ing their engagement with 
the broader arts community.

 
Prospective students can 

still apply at www.eastconn.
org/act. Limited seats are 
still available; the applica-
tion process should be com-
pleted as soon as possible.

 
EASTCONN, ACT’s 

administering organiza-
tion, is a public, non-prof-
it Regional Educational 
Service Center that has 
served northeastern 
Connecticut’s educational 
needs since 1980. Learn 
more at www.eastconn.org.

Enrollment openings available at ACT Performing 
Arts Magnet High School for 2026-2027

Quiet Corner 
Al-Anon 

group meets 
Wednesdays

WOODSTOCK —  An open Al-Anon meeting meets 
at the East Woodstock Congregational Church every 
Wednesday from 7:30-8:30 p.m.  

The Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family Group is open to 
anyone affected by alcoholism, family or friend.   Any 
enquiries can be directed to 860-634-3271.



NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
ESTATE OF 

Barbara M Paige (26-00075) 
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast Probate Court, by decree 
dated February 27 2026, ordered that 
all claims must be presented to the 
fiduciary at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recov-
er on such claim. 

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk               
The fiduciary is: 
Jeffrey C Paige  
c/o EDWIN C HIGGINS, EDWIN C. 
HIGGINS III, 168 MAIN STREET, 

P.O. BOX 528, 
PUTNAM, CT 06260 
March 13,  2026

LEGAL NOTICE
WOODSTOCK PLANNING AND 

ZONING COMMISSION
 The Woodstock PZC will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, March 19, 2026 
at 7:45 p.m. at Woodstock Town Hall, 
415 Route 169, Woodstock, for the 
following:
  Application #674-02-26, 253 Rt 169 
(MBL#5779-73-20):   Change of Use 
(Tattoo, Art gallery, Permanent Make-
up). Applicant:  Haley Kuhn.
The public may speak and submit 

written communications until the close 
of the public hearing.   Details of the 
application are available from the Town 
Planner, landuse@woodstockct.gov or 
available in the Land Use Office.
David Morse
Chairman
March 6, 2026
March 13, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
ESTATE OF 

Ralph Whiton Armitage (26-00077) 
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast Probate Court, by decree 
dated March 2, 2026, ordered that all 

claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim. 

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk               
The fiduciary is: 
Carolyn Armitage 
c/o ANDREA L TRUPP A, 
LAW OFFICE OF ANDREA L. 
TRUPPA, LLC, 
880 ROUTE 171, 
WOODSTOCK, CT 06281
March 13,  2026

LEGALS
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conducted this year with 
our local law enforce-
ment and first responders 
and state police,” Drake 
explained. “Glazing pro-
vides an extra amount of 
protection to our schools. 
It is not a bulletproof film, 
but it is a film that helps 
protect our students and 
staff by significantly delay-
ing or preventing intrud-
ers. It’s designed to slow 
down any possible intruder. 
The glazing features also 
provide a reflective coating 
that allows people from the 
outside not to see in, but 
we can see from inside to 
outside.”

Speaking of Killingly 
Memorial School, that facil-
ity saw the least amount 

of work added to the plan 
mostly confined to electri-
cal work and the glazing 
film. However, one hopeful 
new addition was another 
constant for many of the 
schools in the plan. Drake 
explained that they would 
like to see all the district 
buildings have a depend-
able generator in case of 
power outages with the plan 
specifically including pur-
chases for Killingly Central 
School and the Goodyear 
Early Childhood Center in 
addition to KMS.

Goodyear’s plan also 
includes HVAC work and 
a roof repair or replace-
ment while KCS includes 
ADA and HVAC upgrades 
and driveway and parking 
upgrades as well as assess-
ing windows replacement 
needs. Both schools also 
share an item with Killingly 

Intermediate School: a 
functional study which 
Drake said would help 
them assess the full needs 
of all the buildings.

“This functional study 
would let us know where 
we should be investing our 
money as it relates to the 
school based on the variety 
of needs,” Drake explained.

Other improvements slat-
ed for Killingly Intermediate 
School include installation 
of new doors, updating 
entries to the building, rede-
signing the front office and 
creating a “mantrap space” 
that would provide added 
security for the main office, 
HVAC upgrades, and park-
ing and driveway work. 
One of the bigger items 
on the KIS list is the roof, 
which Drake explained has 
been an ongoing issue for 
roughly a decade.

“This has been something 
that, going back to 2017, has 
been an item discussed in 
terms of insulating the roof. 
More recently, a request for 
full roof replacement was 
in 2021. We’re seeing some 
significant needs to replace 
the roof that has recent-
ly caused leaking concerns 
in our classrooms,” said 
Drake.

Finally at Killingly High 
School, the newest building 
in the district, they are look-
ing at installing an exte-
rior maintenance building, 
continuing work on a new 
access road, renovating the 
lower athletic fields, and 
adding mesh to the parking 
lots. 

The Capital Improvement 
Plan will require approval 
by the Town Council to be 
officially finalized.

GOALS
continued from page  A1

Inclement Weather: 
In case of snow, freezing 
rain or mixed precipitation 
please listen to WINY for 
notices about the Killingly 
Historical Center clos-
ings.  You may also call the 
Center’s phone about 10:15 
a.m. or later and see if any-
one answers.

 
The Gertrude Chandler 

Warner Boxcar is open by 
appointment. For addition-
al information, please call 
(860) 207-6044 and leave a 
message.

Fish Fridays:  Support 
Killingly Grange #112, an 
historic property (the old 
Killingly Centre school-
house) 801 Hartford 
Turnpike.   March 13, 
20, 27, and April 3 from 
4:30-6:30. Meal 1: Baked 
or Fried Fish dinner $18-
10 ounce fish fillet, pota-
to, coleslaw, roll, dessert, 
drink.  Meal 2: Clam cakes 
& chowder, $12-6 clam 
cakes and 1 bowl of clam 
chowder.  Al la Carte while 
supplies last: clam strips 
$10; Clam cakes: 6 for $8, 
12 for $14; clam chowder, 
$6/bowl; Fried fish sand-
wich-$5; Onion rings-$4; 
French fries-$3; Cheese 
sticks-$3. Limited number 
of meals.  Call or text Terry 
at 860-885-1813.  At the 
door pay by cash, credit 
card or check payable to 
Killingly Grange. 

$1 per meal discount if 
you bring a nonperishable 
food item for the food pan-
try.

“Women in the American 
Revolution.” Putting 
the “Her” in “Heroics.”   
Saturday, March 21 at 1 p.m. 

at the Putnam 
Public Library. 
C o - s p o n s o r e d 
by the Aspinock 
Historical Society 
of Putnam.  Eric 
Chandler (The 
Past Presented) 
will enlighten 
us with stories 
of some unsung 
heroines of 
the American 
Revolution and 
their bravery as 
soldiers and spies.

	 If you’re a faithful 
reader of this column, you 
know I love old newspa-
pers.  This week, I thought 
I’d check Windham County 
Transcripts to see what was 
happening in this area in 
March, 1876.  The front 
page of the March 9 edition 
contained the Traveler’s 
Guide”-the railroad time-
table for the Norwich & 
Worcester Road.  It would 
have been so convenient to 
take a train to Worcester or 
New London. The train for 
Worcester from Norwich 
left Danielsonville* at 4:35 
a.m., 7:04 a.m., 12:59 p.m. 
and 3:28 p.m. The train 
stopped in Dayville at 
7:12 a.m., 1:07 p.m., and 
3:48 p.m.; in Putnam at 
5:00 a.m., 7:27 a.m., 1:27 
p.m. and 4:04 p.m.  It also 
stopped in Grosvenor Dale 
at 7:46 a.m., 1: 41 p.m. 
and 4:20 p.m. The trains 
reached Worcester at 6:00 
a.m., 8:55 a.m., 2:50 p.m. 
and ?.  The paper also had 
a listing for the New York 
and New England Road 
for Willimantic which left 
Putnam at 11:10 a.m. and 
6:26 p.m., Pomfret at 11:23 
a.m. and 6:51 p.m., and 

Abington at 11:30 
a.m. and 7 p.m.  
(Notice the many 
stops in the region). 
*Danielsonvil le 
was shortened to 
Danielson in 1895.

	 I was 
surprised to find 
business ads on 
the front page of 
that paper.  I’ll 
share a few. “Dr. J. 
Perkins, Dentist, A 
successful practice 
in Danielsonville 
for the past fifteen 

years permits me to say to 
those requiring partial or 
full sets…” Dentist William 
E. Hyde also advertised, 
“Office in Bank Building, 
over Ames’ Clothing Store, 
Nitrous Oxide or Laughing 
Gas administered.”  Dentist 
M. S. Nichols ran a lengthy 
ad about his new “refit-
ted” office in the Exchange 
Block.  There were also 
ads for attorneys Edgar M. 
Warner (successor to the late 
William F. Dykes, Esq.), 
Milton A. Shumway, J. H. 
Potter “Attorney at Law, 
Commissioner of Superior 
Court”, and E. L. Cundall, 
Exchange Building.  R. 
S. Lathrop was the agent 
for the Conn. Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of 
Hartford. Wm. P. Adams 
was dealing in Monuments, 
Tablets, etc. “All the var-
ious kinds of American 
and Italian Marble Granite, 
Brown Stone, Soap Stone. 
etc.”  I enjoyed seeing ads 
for businesses which no 
longer are common: J.W. 
Stone “Manufacturer and 
Dealer in Harnesses, Robes, 
Blankets, Whips, Brushes 
and Horse Equipments” 
and O. M. Capron & Son 

Dealers in Anthracite and 
Bituminous Coal, cotton 
waste and paper stock, lum-
ber, lime, hair and cement.  
Office and yard corner 
of Furnace and Cottage 
Streets. (It is likely that 
Capon Street in Danielson, 
across from Davis Park, is 
named for him).

	 I had to smile at 
a few of the words of wis-
dom under County Locals.  
“The best medicine for chil-
dren: fun, frolic, out-door-
play and wholesome food.”  
“Three things to cultivate: 
good books, good friends, 
good humor.” “One thing 
a man can borrow with-
out giving security---trou-
ble.”(p.2). 

	 Page three of that 
Transcript carried a few 
“Putnam Locals.”  “The 
Boston Ice Co. are filling 
their house with ice taken 
from some of the Thompson 
ponds.” “Mr. Marvin 
Bassett of Scotland is to 
build a house and barn in 
this town, near Bosworth’s 
bone mill.” (I wonder where 
that was). “Some of the real 
estate owners in Putnam are 
trying hard to find gold and 
silver on their lands, but its 
uphill work.”

(Gold and silver)!
	 Since this is 

my column closest to St. 
Patrick’s Day, I thought I 
would include a little about 
the history of the well-
known Irish song-Danny 
Boy.  “’Danny Boy’ is a 
popular ballad that was 
written in 1910. Many 
people associate the song 
with Ireland, even though 
lyricist Frederic Weatherly 
was a British lawyer. The 
connection came when 
his Irish-born sister-in-

law sent him a copy of the 
tune ‘Londonderry Air’ in 
1913. Upon receiving it, 
Weatherly modified his 
lyrics to fit the meter of 
the tune. ’Londonderry 
Air’ was discovered by 
Jane Ross in 1851 when 
she heard a traveling fid-
dler playing on the street 
of Limavady, Ireland. Ross 
asked if she could notate 
the music for her friend in 
Dublin who was trying to 
preserve the ancient music 
of Ireland. A video on the 
history of the song states, 
‘Sadly [Ross] did not note 
the fiddler’s name, and he 
may forever remain anon-
ymous.’ Throughout the 
years ‘Danny Boy’ has been 
considered an unofficial 
anthem by Irish Americans 
and Irish Canadians. It 
became popular for funer-
als and memorial services 
despite not being an offi-
cial part of the ceremony 
and was even banned from 
funeral masses by some 
churches. A retired Irish 
American police officer, 
Charlie McKenna, from 
Rhode Island said, ‘I want 
‘Danny Boy’ sung at my 
funeral mass, and if it isn’t, 
I’m going to get up and 
walk out.’” (https://www.
thetabernaclechoir.org/arti-
cles/the-history-of-danny-
boy.html?lang=eng)  

“There are varying sug-
gestions as to the true 
meaning of the Irish ballad.  
Some interpret it to be a 
message from a parent to a 
son, wishing for their return 
from war. The highest note, 
which soars up and ends 

on the final note of ‘come 
ye back’, evokes a sense 
of hope, to the chance of 
meeting again.  For oth-
ers, it resonates for mem-
bers of the Irish diaspora, 
who were displaced from 
their own country. It’s a 
song that deeply cries for 
home, whether that feeling 
is tied up in a person or 
a place.”  “‘Danny Boy’ 
is well known throughout 
the world and has been 
recorded by the likes of 
Bing Crosby, Mario Lanza 
and Eva Cassidy.  Opera 
star Renee Fleming sang 
it at th e memorial service 
for late U.S. Senator John 
McCain in September 2018 
at Washington National 
Cathedral, in a nod to his 
Irish ancestry.  Her stir-
ring rendition came at the 
request of the Senator him-
self.” (https://www.clas-
sicfm.com/discover-music/
danny-boy-lyrics-histo-
ry-traditional-irish-song/).

Margaret M. Weaver 
Killingly Municipal 
Historian, March 2026..   
Windham County 
Transcripts are available 
online at killinglypl.org 
under archives (Killingly 
Public Library).   For addi-
tional information email 
me at margaretmweav-
er@gmail.com or visit the 
Killingly Historical Center 
at 196 Main St., Danielson, 
Wednesday or Saturday 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. or call 860-779-
7250. Like us at Facebook 
www.facebook.com/kill-
inglyhistoricalsociety. 

The Quiet Corner in March, 1876

MARGARET 
WEAVER 

Killingly 
at 

300

ple don’t feel like they’re 
force-fed things like what 
some of the mainstream 
wants you to believe or 
think. This is their own 
story without being filtered 
through the mainstream. It’s 
what they express for them-
selves,” said Billington.

The event included a 
variety of works from fanta-
sy to children’s books, real-
life stories and everything 
in between as the artists 
also had a chance to talk 
about their creative process-
es and share the inspirations 
behind their works with vis-
itors face to face.

Unfortunately, the success 
of the event was followed 
by news of Wolperdinger 
Bookends’ impending clo-
sure. The store, which has 
served the Putnam commu-
nity for two years, posted 
a message on social media 
announcing April 30 as its 
final day of operation as the 

owner prepared to transition 
to shop to a pop-up style 
store in Florida. 

“It has been our absolute 
privilege to be a member 
of the business community 
in the downtown Putnam 
area these past two years. 
We thank you for your sup-
port,” the announcement 
read.

Despite the announce-
ment, it’s safe to say 
Wolperdinger Bookends 
has stuck to its mission of 
shining a spotlight on local 
authors and literature to the 
very end. Its last major pub-
lic event allowed countless 
visitors access to authors 
and books they may have 
otherwise never had the 
opportunity to appreciate. 
For at least one more month, 
the store will continue to 
allow customers a chance to 
access these and other hid-
den gems, introducing read-
ers to new styles and stories 
that may be overlooked in 
the mainstream.

BOOK FAIR
continued from page  A1

Send all obituary notices to Villager Newspapers, PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550, 
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Stop waiting for the high-quality, personalized health care you deserve. 
Our specialized APRN team is now accepting new patients aged 13 and older.

   

Wound Care ǀ Medication Management ǀ Primary Care & Acute Visits (Sick visits, flu, etc.)
Comprehensive Health Exams ǀ Employee & Sports Physicals ǀ Annual Physicals 

Preventative Care & Chronic Disease Management ǀ Minor Lacerations & Injury Care

    Appointments Available: Monday – Friday | 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM

         Visit westviewhcc.com for more information 
         or call us at 860-774-8574, Press 2 to book your visit today.

         Westview Health Care Center • 150 Ware Road, Dayville, CT 06241 • 860-774-8574 • westviewhcc.com

ADVANCED PRACTICE 
AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

Westview Health Care Center is proud to announce the addition of our 
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) Program to our offering of outpatient services.  

  

Courtesy

Christ Church Pomfret recently donated $1,000 to the TEEG Community Markets. Pictured left to right, Judy Miller, Christ Church Outreach Committee; Howard Smith, Food Systems 
Coordinator; Carl Asikainen, TEEG Executive  Director. 


