
BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
S P E N C E R 

— Celebrating students of 
all ages and abilities, the 
Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District 

held its third Unified 
Olympics last week.

The May 25 event 
kicked off with an open-
ing ceremony on the 
David Prouty High 
School football field. 

Surrounded by students, 
staff members, and vol-
unteers from all four 
schools in the district, 
athletes were celebrated 
as they took the field.

The opening ceremo-

ny featured members of 
the Spencer Police Color 
Guard, as well as other 
local first responders and 
members of the Spencer 
Exchange Club. SEBRSD 
Superintendent Paul 

Haughey then shared 
words of inspiration with 
athletes and guests.

“This event would not 
have happened without 
our entire learning com-
munity coming together 
in support of our stu-
dents,” Haughey said.

The Unified games 
provided athletes with 
opportunities to com-
pete in several activities. 
Stations were run by 
school and community 
volunteers, with supplies 
and other supports pro-

vided by local business 
sponsors.

For area community 
leaders and officials, it 
was a thrill to take part in 
the event. First respond-
ers were well-repre-
sented, including SPD 
School Resource Officer 
Todd LaPorte, Detective 
Christopher Inzerillo, 
Officer Camden Dacey, 
and Officer William 
Bartlett presenting the 
colors at the event.

“It was my pleasure to 
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Planning Board 
hearings prompt 

alarm over 
large-scale solar 

proposals
BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER

SPENCER — With the Planning Board set to address 
three proposals at its meeting next week, residents 
and officials continue to sound alarms over large-scale 
solar development practices.

At its June 6 meeting, the Planning Board is sched-
uled to continue a pair of public hearings regard-
ing separate proposals for Ash Street and Charlton 
Road/Bacon Hill Road. Additionally, a public hearing 
and site plan review are slated for a proposal on North 
Brookfield Road.

Submitted by Spencer Solar, LLC, the Ash Street 
proposal consists of a private paved road off Ash Street 
(between houses 131 and 135), with a cul-de-sac and two 
lots.

The second proposed project, submitted by Spencer 
Solar II, LLC, calls for development between Charlton 
Road and Bacon Hill Road. 

Spencer Solar, LLC, and Spencer Solar II, LLC, are 
both divisions of the same company, Melink Solar 
Development. The company could not be reached for 
comment by press time.

Meanwhile, the applicant for the North Brookfield 
Road proposal, Spencer Solar Farm, LLC, is requesting 
a major site plan review and stormwater permit. The 
property is located within a rural residential zoning 
district.

For Matthew DeFosse, who lives on the south side 
of the proposed North Brookfield Road project, it has 
been a challenging process to track updates, develop-
ments, and communications over the years.

“It’s very confusing. The project has changed over 
the course of time, with five or six applicants since 
2012,” said DeFosse, who has not only expressed opposi-
tion to the proposed development on North Brookfield 
Road, but also the practices of solar companies in gen-
eral. “Most of these companies seem to follow the same 
script of wanting to get their projects in while spending 
as little money as they can. They don’t provide all of 
the information that should be out there.”

DeFosse joins several other residents and officials 
in conveying concerns over solar development. These 
include fears regarding hazardous materials inside 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION —  Sen. Anne 

Gobi will depart the leg-
islature this month to 
begin a newly created 
role within Gov. Maura 
Healey’s administration.

Healey and Lt. Gov. 

Kim Driscoll announced 
last week that Gobi 
(D—Spencer) will join 
their administration 
as the new Director of 
Rural Affairs within 
the Executive Office of 
Economic Development.   
  
In this new role created 
by the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration, Gobi 
will serve as a dedicated 
advocate to help cultivate 
economic development in 
rural communities. She 
will also work toward 
ensuring that the needs 
of rural towns are incor-
porated into the overall 
economic development 
plan being prepared by 
the Executive Office of 
Economic Development.

 
“We are building an 
economy that benefits 
all communities, busi-

nesses, and people in 
Massachusetts, particu-
larly those that are too 
often overlooked and 
underrepresented like 
rural and small towns,” 
Healey said. “Sen. Gobi’s 
fierce advocacy of rural 
equity, agricultural and 
small businesses, and 
conservation initiatives 
makes her the ideal can-
didate to help our rural 
towns across the state 
succeed.”  

Gobi was first elect-
ed to the legislature in 
2001 as a state represen-
tative. After switching 
over to the State Senate 
in 2014, she now rep-
resents 22 communi-
ties in Worcester and 
Hampshire Counties, 
several of which are 
rural. 

Gobi currently serves 
as the Senate Chair of the 
Agriculture Committee, 
Vice Chair of the Higher 
Education Committee, 
and Co-Chair of the 
Commission on 21st 
Century Farming. She 
also co-chairs the Rural 
Caucus, Food Systems 
Caucus, Regional Transit 
Authority Caucus, 
Municipal Light Caucus, 
and Regional Schools 
Caucus, in addition 
to serving on the East-
West Rail Commission.   
 
“Sen. Gobi brings to this 
new role deep knowledge 
of the challenges that 
rural and small-town 
economies face, and 
decades of experience 
serving the people of our 
state,” Driscoll said. “We 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — With its recent recognition as a 2022-

23 Project Lead The Way (PLTW) Distinguished School, 
Leicester Middle School  has joined elite company 
across the country.

LMS is one of only 212 middle schools nationwide to 
receive this honor for providing broad access to trans-
formative learning experiences for students through 
PLTW programming. 

PLTW  is a nonprofit organization that  serves mil-
lions of PreK-12 students and teachers in schools across 
the U.S. 

“Mr. [Adam] Alesbrook and Mr. [Craig] Therrien 
have done a tremendous job of building up our STEM 
program to what it is today. Our STEM program focus-
es on real-world application while developing skills 
such as problem-solving, creativity, critical think-
ing, and others,” read a statement released by LMS 
Principal Douglas Daponde, Jr.

The  PLTW  Distinguished School  program hon-
ors  schools that are committed to increasing student 
access, engagement, and achievement in their PLTW 
sessions. To be eligible for the designation, LMS had to 
meet a variety of criteria, such as offering at least one 
PLTW Gateway unit at each grade level and having 
strategies in place to ensure equitable access to students.  
 

Kevin Flanders

The Spencer-East Brookfield Regional School District held its 
Unified Olympics last week.

Unified Olympics celebrates abilities 
of all SEBRSD students

Gobi offered position
 with governor’s office

Anne Gobi

LMS recognized for Project Lead 
The Way programming

Courtesy

LMS teachers Adam Alesbrook, left, and Craig Therrien have 
led efforts to build up the school’s STEM program.

Turn To OLYMPICS page  A18

Turn To GOBI page  A18
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WORCESTER — On Saturday, May 13, Adam 
LaBombard, who majored in Bioinformatics and 
Computational Biology, was bestowed a bach-
elor’s degree at WPI’s 154th Commencement. 
Nearly 1,100 undergraduate degrees were award-
ed during the ceremony.

President Grace Wang and Board of Trustees 
Chair William Fitzgerald presided over the 154th 
Commencement exercises Saturday morning, 
marking the first time for both in their respec-
tive positions. In her remarks, President Wang, 

who officially joined WPI 
in early April, applauded 
the graduates for their ded-
ication, persistence, passion 
for their field of study, and 
achievements. “You have 
earned your place among gen-
erations of exceptional WPI 
alumni. I hope you will take 
the opportunity, as they did, 
to push boundaries, explore 
unknowns, and deliver a tan-
gible and profound impact to 
the world.”

In his commencement 
address to undergraduates 
titled, “Don’t Switch Off Your 
Conscience,” Congressman 
James P. McGovern, who 
represents the Massachusetts 

second congressional district, urged graduates 
not to forget about the moral and ethical conse-
quences of their work. “I ask you to stay true to 
yourself and the values you have learned at WPI. 
As citizens of the world, you have a responsibility 
to the greater good. To ask yourself not only what 
is profitable, but what is just. To ask yourself not 
only what is efficient, but what is equitable. And 
to ask yourself not only what is innovative, but 
what is honorable.”

McGovern received an honorary doctor of 
humane letters degree at the event. Honorary 
degrees were also bestowed upon Shankar 
Balasubramanian, the Herchel Smith Professor 
of Medicinal Chemistry at Cambridge University, 
and John T. Mollen, former chair of WPI’s Board 
of Trustees.

The undergraduate student speaker was 
Susanna Oppong, biology and biotechnology, 
who led the graduates in a resounding cheer, 
“I am here because I am resilient!” Recalling 
the unprecedented times the Class of 2023 has 
faced, Oppong said “They say resilience is born 
through experience and I truly believe that the 
resilience of our generation has come from the 
situations we have endured as students and how 
we have gathered as a community to advocate for 
them. We have broken through the stereotypes 
given to our generation and created the defini-
tion of our destiny.”

About Worcester Polytechnic Institute
WPI, a global leader in project-based 

learning, is a distinctive, top-tier techno-
logical university founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students learn most effec-
tively by applying the theory learned 
in the classroom to the practice of solv-
ing real-world problems. Recognized by 
the National Academy of Engineering 
with the 2016 Bernard M. Gordon Prize 
for Innovation in Engineering and 
Technology Education, WPI’s pioneer-
ing project-based curriculum engages 
undergraduates in solving important 
scientific, technological, and societal 
problems throughout their education 
and at more than 50 project centers 
around the world. WPI offers more than 
70 bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degree programs across 18 academic 
departments in science, engineering, 
technology, business, the social scienc-
es, and the humanities and arts. Its fac-
ulty and students pursue groundbreak-
ing research to meet ongoing challeng-
es in health and biotechnology; robot-
ics and the internet of things; advanced 
materials and manufacturing; cyber, 
data, and security systems; learning 
science; and more. www.wpi.edu

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

APRIL SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Grilled Chicken Sub
Sm. 8” $4.99 
Lg. 12” $5.99

make it a stir fry with sauteed 
onions, peppers, mushrooms 

cheese for a dollar more

Bacon
Pizza

Sm. $5.99  
Lg. $8.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $3.99!

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

She can be a nervous 
girl but attaches to her 
caretaker and then settles 
down. Pecan is a high ener-
gy dog who has learned 
some skills and would love 
someone to keep working 
with her. Socialization is 
so good for her, and lots 
of exercise would help 
tire her out. She would 
like a dog friend, but kids 
might make her nervous. 
She is a super smart girl 
and might like to be an 
agility dog.

Pecan

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

Great Gifts!

152 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385 
cormierspencer.com 

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3
Sun & Mon closed

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

For Graduation, Bridal Party, 
Birthday, Anniversary,  

or any special occasion. 

Great Gifts!

152 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385 
cormierspencer.com 

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3
Sun & Mon closed

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

For Graduation, Bridal Party, 
Birthday, Anniversary,  

or any special occasion. 

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com

Leicester resident Adam 
LaBombard receives degree at 
WPI’s 154th Commencement

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news
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LEICESTER —  The community is 
celebrating the accomplishments of 
five Leicester Elementary School stu-
dents who recently participated in the 
All-State Treble Chorus. 

The chorus is an auditioned ensem-
ble sponsored by the Massachusetts 
Music Educators Association. Students 
in grades 4-6 are invited to record an 
audition which is scored by a panel 
of judges. The top 100 students were 
accepted this year, representing 24 
schools from across the state. 

“This is the fourth year that Leicester 
has had students accepted to this pres-
tigious ensemble, and this year five 
fourth graders were selected,” read 

a statement released by Leicester 
Elementary School music teacher 
Alyssa Hiltz.

Students selected for the program 
include Narta Berisha, Blake Cooney, 
Sophia Kennedy, Larissa LaFlamme, 
and Adryanna Townsend. 

“Students put in a lot of time outside 
of school to prepare for their perfor-
mance. They were required to stay 
after school with their music teacher 
weekly to prepare music for rehears-
al and participate in two Saturday 

rehearsals,” Hiltz’s statement read. 
“We are very proud of their accom-
plishment.”

On April 29, the ensemble performed 
a concert for their friends and fam-
ily members under the direction of 
conductor K.C. Conlan. Students were 
able to learn les-
sons about vocal 
technique and per-
formance, which 
they brought back 
to their Leicester 

E l e m e n t a r y 
School Chorus. 

Piano Tuning 
             Repair&

Glen StevenS

508-885-3705

PROMOTION ENDS June 17, 2023

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends 06/17/23

Great Gifts!

152 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385 
cormierspencer.com 

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3
Sun & Mon closed

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

For Graduation, Bridal Party, 
Birthday, Anniversary,  

or any special occasion. 

Great Gifts!

152 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385 
cormierspencer.com 

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3
Sun & Mon closed

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

For Graduation, Bridal Party, 
Birthday, Anniversary,  

or any special occasion. 

Privacy Hedge!
Arborvitae 6-foot

Reduced to $125/each.
Free Installation, Free Delivery.

Fast growing, High-quality
Beautiful & Bushy

Order now to reserve
for spring delivery.

Lowcosttreefarm.com
518-536-1367

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
pepinwasteservice@verizon.net 

Fully Insured

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

Leicester students take part in statewide choral group

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Courtesy

From left to right, Narta Berisha, Blake Cooney, Adryanna Townsend, Larissa LaFlamme, Sophia Kennedy, and music teacher Alyssa Hiltz.

THE 411
CHECK OUT ALL  

THE LATEST   
IN LOCAL SPORTS!
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Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news
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DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Real Estate

Spencer Almanac
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BROOKFIELD 
$190,125, 7 Main St, Nolan FT, and 

Nolan, Timothy J, to Armstrong, 
Susan.

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$30,000, Chapel St, Chapel Street 

Lot LLC, to Kogbe, George.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$280,000, 12 Warren St, Grand 

Solutions LLC, to De Sousa, Pierre, 
and De Sousa, Laudicea.

SPENCER
$422,000, 90 Ash St, Lapierre, Beth 

A, and Haglof, Michael J, to Straub, 
Jorden R, and Sherman, Kendra A.

$420,000, 83 Main St, Valdez, 
Liselotte, to Denottelander, Brian A, 
and White, Amy M.

$350,000, 3 Candlewood Dr #3, 
Couture, Judith A, to Nadolink, John, 
and Nadolink, Marianne.

$285,000, 51 Pleasant St, 51 Pleasant 
Street LLC, to Marc, Robert A.

$110,000, 1 Donna Dr, Cedarwoods 
Estates LLC, to Difederico, Michael, 
and Difederico, Christine.

WARREN
$200,000, 229 Reed St, Morin, Janelle 

N, to Fitzgerald Jr, Joseph W.
$200,000, 54 Summer St, Lavalley, 

Kevin R, and Lavalley, Diane L, 
to Lavalley, Kyle R, and Lavalley, 
Deanna M.

$100,000, 855 Reed St, Fountain, Gail 
L, and Perkins, David, to Perkins, 
Steven.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$295,000, 35 Chapman Ave #G, 

Brescia, Carole A, to Friedell, Andrew 
M, and Friedell, Kara B.

Kevin Flanders

Spencer honors the 
fallen at Memorial 

Day parade
SPENCER — Guests filled the town center to remem-

ber and honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice 
in service to their nation.

The May 29 Memorial Day parade once again set 
out from American Legion Gaudette-Kirk Post 138. 
The parade included local veterans and officials, first 
responders, Scouting groups, and area organizations. 
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NORTH BROOKFIELD — North 
Brookfield Savings Bank (NBSB) has 
partnered with A Bed for Every Child 
to bring dreams to reality for local chil-
dren in need by completing their first 
ever build a bed project. Together, vol-
unteers worked diligently to construct 
brand new beds for children who may 
not have a comfortable place to dream.

A Bed for Every Child is a local non-
profit organization dedicated to provid-
ing comfortable, safe and healthy sleep-
ing environments for children who 
are living in homes without a proper 
bed. This organization works tireless-
ly to ensure that every child has the 
opportunity to get a good night’s sleep, 
regardless of their family or financial 
situation. By partnering with A Bed for 
Every Child, NBSB is committing to 
investing in the well-being of our com-
munity’s children.

NBSB is proud to have partnered 
with A Bed for Every Child to com-
plete this project and make a difference 
in the local community. Volunteers 
came together to build the 10 beds from 
scratch using high-quality materials. 
The volunteers’ hard work will provide 
children with a welcoming and cozy 
environment to sleep in, helping them 
feel safe, secure and well-rested. NBSB 
is always looking for ways to give back 
to the community, and partnering with 
A Bed for Every Child was a perfect fit 
to help make a meaningful impact in 
the lives of local children. The build a 
bed project is a testament to NBSB’s 
commitment to making our community 
a better and more inclusive place for 
everyone.

“We feel privileged to have been able 

to partner with A Bed for Every Child 
and contribute to their mission of pro-
viding comfortable sleeping environ-
ments for children in need,” said Nicole 
Syriac, Marketing and Community 
Outreach Manager at NBSB. “A good 
night’s sleep is essential for the health 
and well-being of children, and we are 
honored to have been part of this ini-
tiative that will help make a positive 
impact in the lives of local children and 
their families.”

About A Bed for Every Child
At A Bed for Every Child, we believe 

sleep is just as essential as food, water, 
shelter, and clothing — and that all 
children deserve space to dream. That’s 
why, through our hands-on approach 
to team building, we’re partnering 
with businesses, schools, and commu-
nity organizations to build beds for 
children in need. Launched in 2012, 
A Bed for Every Child is an initia-
tive of the Massachusetts Coalition for 
the Homeless, a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to ending homelessness. 
Learn more here: https://www.abedfor-
everychild.org/.

About North Brookfield Savings Bank  

North Brookfield Savings Bank is a 
mutual savings bank with full-service 
branches in North Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, 
Belchertown, and the Three Rivers 
Village of Palmer. NBSB offers a wide 
variety of deposit and loan products 
for individuals and businesses through-
out Central and Western Massachusetts 
and has been a steadfast support-
er of the communities it serves since 
1854. All deposits are insured by the 
FDIC and the Depositors Insurance 

Fund. North Brookfield Savings 
Bank was voted Best Bank in Central 
Massachusetts for 2021 and was named 
“Community Icon” Among the Top 
Extraordinary Banks in the Nation in 

2022. For more information, please call 
1-866-711-6272 or visit us online at www.
NorthBrookfieldSavingsBank.com.

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $19.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 06/30/23

2 Lg. Cheese Pizzas $21.99

400 E. Main St.,Rte 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515 

508.885.5019

Call or order online for pickup and delivery. 
To limit contact & speed up food prep times, please 
order online and prepay. We accept cash for pickup & 

delivery. Curbside pickup and no contact delivery available.
We Deliver To:  

Spencer, E. Brookfield, Brookfield, & N. Brookfield   
7 days a week 11am -9pm 

Call or Order online: www.unclesamspizzas.com

JUNE SPECIALS

Bacon
Pizza  

Sm.  $6.99
Lg. $10.99

Sausage
Sub

$6.99
any size

Help Wanted –  
In store & delivery drivers

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 

Outdoor Dining is back weather permitting! Please call ahead.
Thursday, Friday, & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Make lasting memories with Dad or your Grad at the 
Salem Cross Inn

Please call to reserve 508-867-2345

Reservations Now for 
FATHER’S DAY, June 18th

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

LOBSTER 
ROLLS

 Friday and Saturday 
MeMorial day - labor day

The function room is now open! 

CHILEAN 
SEA BASS

Fri 5/26 & Sat. 5/27(after 5pm) 

 
  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

Trivia is Back Sat. Nights at 7pm! 

THE BAR IS OPEN!  
 7 Days at Noon

Join us for a cold drink  
and some delicious fried food 

on Thursday, Friday & 

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
 Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
 Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
 Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
 Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Fri: Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

350th anniversary events 
continue in Brookfield

BROOKFIELD — Several events will take place throughout the rest of the year to 
celebrate the town’s 350th anniversary. 

On June 9, a Theatre and Art in the Park event will feature student artwork, 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. A performance of “Little Orphan Samantha” will take place 
at 5 p.m. After the play, Maggie the Clown will perform.  

On June 18, the fire department will host a Father’s Day chicken BBQ. The fol-
lowing week, on June 24, the 350th Anniversary Car Show will take place from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. at Quaboag Valley Church.

A history walk and special reenactment will take place on August 5 on the 
Common. Sept. 17 will feature a parade at noon. 

A Pumpkinfest will take place on Oct. 21, with a scarecrow contest and games 
offered. 

The year will conclude with a tree lighting and a Christmas-themed hat parade.

Additional details on events will be announced in the coming months.

NBSB partners with A Bed For Every Child 
to give children a place to dream
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Community 
    Connection

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 4/30/23 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 04/30/23 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brookfield Locations ~

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Thursday price 05/25/23 was $3.04 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ........... $5.70
50-75.......... $3.40
75-150 ........ $3.05
150-300....... $2.75

300-500......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks . $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

1/2 INCH QUALITY SCREENED LOAM
• screened gravel • clean fill • clean tailings

$20/yard loaded
Delivery available  • Call 508-612-4527

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

WORCESTER —  Holy 
Cross celebrated near-
ly 762 bachelor of arts 
degree recipients at its 
177th Commencement 
held in person on Friday, 
May 26 at the DCU 
Center in Worcester. U.S. 
Senator Peter Welch ‘69 
of Vermont, a Class of 
1969 alumnus, delivered 
this year’s address to the 
Class of 2023 and received 
an honorary degree.

Vincent D. Rougeau, 
president of the College, 
presided over the cele-
bratory event, bestowing 
the honorary degrees and 
greeting each graduate as 
they crossed the stage.

In his remarks, Welch 
said the social mission of 
Holy Cross - that achieve-
ments should be shared 
and used for the better-
ment of others - left an 
indelible mark on him.

Welch also assured 
graduates that they are 
capable of facing the 

great odds of today to 
accomplish great things 
for the future.

“You are strong and 
ready. Your shared expe-
rience at Holy Cross has 
made you so,” said Welch. 
“The Holy Cross commit-
ment to intellectual and 
open inquiry and using 
our talents for good is 
something this institu-
tion has preserved and 
passed on to one genera-
tion after another since 
1843. This experience and 
commitment will make 
you the builders of tomor-
row.”

In addition to Welch, 
Holy Cross also award-
ed an honorary degree 
to Rosanne Haggerty, an 
internationally recog-
nized social entrepreneur 
and leader in developing 
innovative strategies 
to end homelessness. 
Haggerty is the presi-
dent and chief executive 
officer of Community 

Solutions, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to 
ending homelessness she 
founded in 2011.

The following local stu-
dents earned degrees:

Brenna St. John of 
Leicester 

Natasha Rollo of 
Leicester 

About Holy Cross
The College of the Holy 

Cross, in Worcester, is 
among the nation’s lead-
ing liberal arts institu-
tions. A highly selective, 
four-year, exclusively 
undergraduate college of 
3,100 students, Holy Cross 
is renowned for offering 
a rigorous, personalized 
education in the Jesuit, 
Catholic tradition. Since 
its founding in 1843, Holy 
Cross has made a posi-
tive impact in society by 
graduating students who 
distinguish themselves 
as thoughtful leaders in 
business, professional 
and civic life.

WORCESTER —  A 
total of 2,054 undergrad-
uate students achieved 
the criteria required for 
WPI’s spring 2023 Dean’s 
List. The criteria for the 
WPI Dean’s List differs 
from that of most other 
universities as WPI does 
not compute a grade point 
average (GPA). Instead, 
WPI defines the Dean’s 
List by the amount of 
work completed at the A 
level in courses and proj-
ects.

“WPI’s academic pro-
grams are rigorous and 
require a level of inde-
pendence beyond what 
is required in tradition-
al courses. WPI students 
work on open-ended prob-
lems for communities 
around the world. The 
problems are important 
and the impact is real” 
said Professor Arthur C. 
Heinricher. “Some of this 
nation’s best and bright-
est students come to WPI 
to study engineering and 
science and business and 
the humanities. Those 
named to the Dean’s List 
have excelled in all of 
their work, and we are 
exceptionally proud of 

these outstanding stu-
dents.”

The following students 
were on the Dean’s List 
for Spring 2023:

Meghan Barry of 
Spencer, class of 2024, 
majoring in Biochemistry

Jacob Bergeron of 
Spencer, class of 2026, 
majoring in Computer 
Science

Carley Burns 
of Spencer, class 
of 2026, majoring 
in Environmental 
Engineering

Grace McGovern of 
West Brookfield, class 
of 2026, majoring in 
Management Information 
Systems

Nicole Morris of 
Rochdale, class of 2025, 
majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering

About Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute

WPI, a global leader in 
project-based learning, 
is a distinctive, top-tier 
technological university 
founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students 
learn most effectively 
by applying the theo-
ry learned in the class-
room to the practice of 

solving real-world prob-
lems. Recognized by the 
National Academy of 
Engineering with the 
2016 Bernard M. Gordon 
Prize for Innovation 
in Engineering and 
Technology Education, 
WPI’s pioneering proj-
ect-based curriculum 
engages undergraduates 
in solving important sci-
entific, technological, 
and societal problems 
throughout their educa-
tion and at more than 50 
project centers around 
the world. WPI offers 
more than 70 bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral 
degree programs across 
18 academic departments 
in science, engineering, 
technology, business, 
the social sciences, and 
the humanities and arts. 
Its faculty and students 
pursue groundbreaking 
research to meet ongoing 
challenges in health and 
biotechnology; robotics 
and the internet of things; 
advanced materials and 
manufacturing; cyber, 
data, and security sys-
tems; learning science; 
and more. www.wpi.edu

Local students graduate from 
College of the Holy Cross

Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute announces 

Spring 2023 Dean’s List

Jamie Blash joins EXIT Realty in Spencer
 

SPENCER — EXIT Real Estate Executives in Spencer has announced the addition 
of Jamie Blash to its team of real estate professionals.

“We’re excited to welcome Jamie to EXIT Realty,” says Michelle Terry, Broker 
& Owner of EXIT Real Estate Executives. “EXIT is growing and attracting quality 
business people like Jamie each and every day.”

Jamie Blash is a third generation farmer and horse trainer. She’s turned her 
passion of horses into a large successful network within the equestrian industry. 
Jamie was born and raised in Central Massachusetts and has professional experi-
ence in the mortgage, finance and sales industry. As a Realtor and having bought 
and renovated several properties, she is looking forward to bringing her unique 
skills and extensive network to this industry. Future clients will be immediately 
attracted to her magnetic personality and her incredible hard work ethic.

About EXIT Realty
EXIT Realty is a company founded and built on human potential. A full service, 

forward-thinking, real estate franchisor with offices across North America, EXIT 
has to-date paid out more than a half a billion dollars in single-level residual income 
to its associates. A portion of every transaction fee received by EXIT Realty Corp. 
International is applied to its charitable fund, and to-date, $7 million has been allo-
cated to charity. For more information, please visit www.exitrealty.com and www.
joinexitrealty.com.  

EXIT Real Estate Executives is located at 130 W Main St., Spencer.   For more 
information, please call 508-885-5555.

Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church hosting clothing drive
BROOKFIELD — The Committee for Ecology and Social Action of the Brookfield 

Unitarian Universalist Church is sponsoring a clothing drive through Helpsy, the 
largest clothing collector in the Northeast.  Textile waste is a fast-growing problem 
and occupies nearly 5 percent of all landfill space, but 95% of unwanted clothing 
can be reused, repurposed, or recycled.  Only 15 percent currently is.  

From July 9 through July 15, the church will be open between 3 and 7 p.m. so 
you can bring your old clothing (including slips, bras, underwear, socks) and cer-
tain other acceptable items, such as shoes, accessories (including hats, bags, belts, 
scarves and jewelry), luggage, stuffed animals and linens (including sheets, blan-
kets, curtains, table linens and quilts).   All items in any condition are acceptable if 
they are clean, dry, and odorless.  

The Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church is located at 9 Upper River 
Street on the Brookfield Common, near the junction of Route 9 and Route 148.

For more information, contact Barbara Hale at blh.buuc@gmail.com. 
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one 

low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
508-764-4325

290

39590

20

84

84

90

395

44

9

9

131

131

31

146

16

16

96

198 169

169

197
171

169

Connecticut

Massachusetts

Rhode Island

West
Brookfield

North
Brookfield

Spencer

Leicester
Auburn

Charlton
Sturbridge

Brimfield

Wales Holland
Southbridge

Dudley

Thompson

Putnam

Pomfret

Brooklyn

K
ill
in
gl
y

Woodstock

Ea
st
fo
rd

Webster
Douglas

Uxbridge

Northbridge
Oxford

E
as
t

B
ro
ok
fie
ld

B
ro
ok
fie
ld

Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER 
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

Gutters

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

PAINTING
bill greene 

painting

low rates
reliable  
service

quality work
power  

washing
Interior  & 
exterior  
painting 

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Senior Discounts 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 30 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest ControlPainting

GJ Leduc 
Painting
Interior and

 Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

508-764-8548
Brian French 

(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When protecting your family, 
quality matters. We only use 
the two best products on the 
market; Certainteed Shingles 
and Owens Corning Shingles. 
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

TREE SERVICE

Tree work    
Hedge Trimming
Cleanups      
Stone/Mulch Beds 

(774) 
230-8582
sharptoothtree
@gmail.com

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings,  
bathrooms,  
remodels,  
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality  
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

HVAC

David’s Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Since. 2001
30+ years experience 

License & insured 

Installation of high 
efficiency Mitsubishi 

heat pumps

Gas & oil furnaces
2 year warranty 

Davidsheatandac.com
508-450-6264

Free estimates 

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

APPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes  
& Models
Friendly  

Same Day 
Service
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VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

BY BOB POTVIN
SPECIAL TO THE NEW LEADER

Editor’s note: Following is the sec-
ond installment in Brookfield resident 
Bob Potvin’s memoir chronicling his 
experiences as an x-ray technician in 
Vietnam. We pick up the story during 
his training at Fort Sam Houston.

The highlight at Fort Sam Houston 
came with my letter to LBJ:

	 September 17, 1966
	 Company G-1 X-2 B
	 Medical Field Service School
	 Fort Sam Houston, Texas

	 The President
	 The White House	
	 Washington, D.C.

	 Dear Mr. President:

	 As a draftee I write to let you 
know how pleased I am with the train-
ing the Army is giving 	 me. I consid-
er the schooling to be college level, and 
very valuable to me as an individual. 

	 In turn I pledge my best effort 
as a soldier and as a citizen.

	 As a Massachusetts native and 
a graduate of Saint Louis University, I 
am impressed with 

	 your great state and now real-
ize your love of the Hill Country.

	 May God always hear your 
prayers!

	 Private Robert L. Potvin
	 US 51574051

A letter from the Department of the 
Army dated 4 Oct. 1966 was received. 
The letter reads:

	 Dear Private Potvin:

The President has asked me to thank 
you for your letter to him conveying 
your appreciation for the training and 
schooling you are receiving while in 
the Armed Forces.

Letters of this nature are quite a rar-
ity. Let me thank you again for your 
letter and wish 

you much success in your future 
endeavors.

Sincerely yours,

A.O. Connor
Major General, USA
Chief of Personnel Operations
Washington, D.C.

I wanted to be somebody so I wrote a 
letter to the President!

It isn’t that this letter rang my 
chimes when I received it, as I was 
being read the Article 15 orders to 
the riot act for being AWOL. Tom 
Cleveland and I stayed out all night 
and missed two roll calls. Shame on us 
and nobody missed us in the morning 
formations.

The Company First Sergeant was 
livid. The Commanding Officer my age 
actually melted after reading my letter 
from a two star general. Instead of all 
that could have happened, he said, 
“You guys must watch your drinking. 
You are grounded. Rake leaves for two 
weeks.” We had dodged an incredible 
bullet on the campus of Fort Sam 
Houston University.

Then I was kidnapped on Halloween 
night by faculty members so I could 
be with “Marie Osmond!” Fun it was. 
OMG…forever young!

President Lyndon B. Johnson was 

hospitalized at Brooke Army Medical 
Center late in my stay. Twenty-five of 
us went to the hospital upon hearing 
of his discharge. The President was 
wearing a tan raincoat. I shook his 
hand and told him we had met earlier 
in St. Louis in 1964. The poor guy tried 
to speak but only emitted gargled nois-
es. I really felt bad for LBJ.

After being away from home from 
May to November, the warn fires of 
New England were enjoyed over the 
1966 holidays. As the Vietnam War 
rumbled and friends went east, I felt 
confident of stateside duty. Going to 
Vietnam was the furthest thing in my 
soldiering mind. I thought for sure I 
would be taking x-rays at an Armed 
Forces Entry Station stateside, like 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Then something happened: I was 
wrong! I got orders for Vietnam. My 
buddy Swedis had a conniption. I 
bought a big cigar and celebrated. 
Screw it. My Army life was proving to 
be one of adventure. I was still a rebel 
in fatigues. I maintained my mouth 
was okay as long as I didn’t lose rank 
or cost me money. Chutzpah or brass, 
call it what you will. Once gain, I had 
a brush with Army authorities at Fort 
Dix.

Luna was a Hispanic from Chicago. 
He was a wise guy. I asked him to fill 
in for me on Saturday so I could go 
home. The punk didn’t show up for 
my duty. I got called on the carpet. 
This E-7 x-ray NCO who happened to 
be female read me the riot act. No LBJ 
letter now. “You don’t know how close 
you came to getting an Article 15.” For 
some unknown reason, the discipline 
scale tipped in my favor. Phew!

Another time, an E-6 “Lifer” was 
chewing us out in the barracks. It was 
essentially a shack. 

“Any questions?” 
“Yes, Seargeant!” I exclaimed. “You 

want us to polish the floors when, in 
fact, the windows are broken in the 
bathroom.”

He was dumb and dumbfounded I 
spoke up!

The life of a soldier can run in four 
distinct directions, from getting a 
Good Conduct medal to serving time 
in the stockade. Human behavior is 
such…luck may play a part in the 
whole Army ordeal. Looking back, I 
was one lucky soldier in every regard. 
Uncle Sam gives a battery of tests and 
comes up with a GT score. My GT 
score was 131 as mentioned … “a very 
high IQ.”

Being trained for service in Vietnam 
was good. General Glenn Collins told 
our graduating class at Fort Dix. “You 
graduates have the absolute best MOS 
in going to Vietnam.” I believed him. 
Fifty years later, I look back at the 
wonderful training and experience I 
received upon getting my orders for 
Vietnam.

Upon hearing of my orders, my 
mother Rita couldn’t be talked to for 
a month. Her Bobby was going to 
war. I was so evasive it wasn’t funny 
when she asked me, “Did you get your 
orders yet?”

I said, “Yes.” 
“Where you going?”
“Halfway around the world,” was 

my response. 
Boy did she cry when I finally said 

“Vietnam.” The whole tone of my fam-
ily life had changed. My sister Jan now 
became my mother. I couldn’t face my 
mother. It was a dreadful experience, 
and certainly a sobering one getting 
ready to go to war. Aunts and uncles 
further related my mother’s pain. She 
now chanced losing me to the bullet of 
a Viet Cong.

	

One lucky soldier, Part 2

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

At some point, you may have more 
money in your 401(k) than in any other 
investment. And even though your 
401(k) is intended for your retirement, 
you may one day think you have to tap 
into your account early — but should 
you? And if you do, how should you go 
about it?

If it’s possible to avoid taking money 
from your 401(k) before you retire, you 
probably should do so. You could spend 
25 or more years in retirement, and 
you’ll need to pay for those years, so 
you may want to look for alternatives 
to your 401(k). If you’ve built an emer-
gency fund containing several months’ 
worth of living expenses in cash or cash 
equivalents, you could use some of this 
money. If you have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA), you could use it to pay 
for qualified medical expenses. Or you 
could sell some of your taxable invest-
ments, rather than going into your 
tax-deferred 401(k).

But if you have determined that you 
must look at your 401(k) plan to meet a 
short-term funding need, you’ll want to 
carefully consider how to go about it. 
You typically have two main choices: 
loans or withdrawals.

For plans that allow loans, employ-
ees can generally borrow up to 50% 
of the vested amount of their 401(k)s, 
up to a maximum of $50,000 within a 
12-month period. Administrative fees 
may apply, and Interest will be charged, 
but it will be added back to the 401(k) 
account as part of the loan repayments. 
Except when they’re used for a home 
purchase, loans must be repaid within 
five years, with equal payments made 
at least quarterly, unless payments are 
allowed to be paused temporarily. If you 
leave the company or don’t repay the 
loan according to the agreement, the 
loan balance will likely be treated as a 
taxable distribution.

Now, let’s consider withdrawals. For 
401(k) plans that allow current employ-
ees to make withdrawals, the with-
drawal requests are usually considered 
either hardship or non-hardship. To 
qualify for a hardship withdrawal, you 
must demonstrate an immediate and 
heavy financial need to pay for certain 
expenses, including a home purchase, 
college, a medical issue or other speci-
fied costs, and your withdrawal is limit-
ed to the amount necessary to meet the 
need. Non-hardship withdrawals can 
typically be taken for any purpose but 
usually are not granted until you’re 59 
and a half or older.

Unlike with a loan, a hardship 
withdrawal can’t be repaid, while a 
non-hardship withdrawal can usual-
ly only be repaid by rolling over the 
amount to an IRA within 60 days. But 
the bigger issue may be taxes. If you 
withdraw funds from your 401(k), any 
previously untaxed money is generally 
taxed as ordinary income and a 10% 
penalty will apply if you’re younger 
than 59 and a half, unless you qualify 
for an exception. Plus, your 401(k) plan 
typically must withhold 20 percent of 
the withdrawal for taxes, so you’d have 
to take an even larger withdrawal to 
meet your needs.

Before embarking on a 401(k) loan or 
withdrawal, you may want to consult 
with a financial professional and your 
tax advisor. Taking money from your 
401(k) is a big move, so make sure you 
know everything that’s involved.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

Should you 
consider 401(k) 

loans or 
withdrawals?Never forget 

the price of our 
freedoms

We wanted to take this opportunity 
to say thank you to our readers, family 
and friends who have served or who are 
currently serving in our armed forces. 
We all should take the time to remem-
ber those who have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice in the name of freedom.  

Over the Memorial Day weekend, 
while you were relaxing, enjoying some 
barbeque and a big plate of pasta salad, 
we hope that all of you out there took a 
moment to pause, even if it was unde-
tected, and ruminate about the individ-
uals who were brave enough to afford 
to us this freedom.  Pick a battle and try 
to imagine, if you can, what it would 
be like if you were on the front lines.  
Those of us who have never served can’t 
possibly imagine what this would feel 
like, however we can appreciate, recog-
nize and commend the courage of those 
who are no longer with us and those 
who continue to serve. 

When Memorial Day was first cele-
brated, it was known as Decoration Day 
following the Civil War.  Youngsters 
would place flowers in cemeteries while 
they sang songs and honored those lost 
due to war.   The Civil War that ended 
in 1865 took the lives of more people 
than any other war in the history of the 
United States, the estimate is roughly 
620,000, the Union losing 365,000 and the 
Confederacy 260,000.  History says that 
more than half of these losses came as 
the result of disease.  As a result, the 
first national cemeteries were created.  

In 1868, General John A. Logan, the 
leader of an organization for Northern 
Civil War Veterans, called for a nation-
wide day to honor fallen soldiers.  
General James Garfield gave a speech 
at Arlington National Cemetery on 
the first Decoration Day and the more 
than 5,000 people in attendance deco-
rated over 2,000 graves, both Union and 
Confederate.  

The holiday as we all know is cele-
brated on the last Monday in May, and 
became an official holiday in the year 
1971.  Parades across the country take 
place, and people visit cemeteries where 
family members who have served in the 
military have been laid to rest.  

At 3 p.m. every year, a moment of 
silence takes place across the country.  
In December of 2008, President Bill 
Clinton signed the “National Moment of 
Remembrance Act” which designated 
the time be at 3 p.m. In 1966, the govern-
ment marked Waterloo, New York as 
the official birthplace of Memorial Day.  
In Waterloo, every business in town 
would shut their doors and owners 
would venture out to decorate graves 
with flags as well as flowers. 

Originally, Decoration Day was 
intended to honor those lost in just the 
Civil War.  After the First World War, 
America felt the need, and rightfully 
so, to honor all those lost serving their 
country.  In WWI, a total of 116,516 
Americans died on the battlefield, and 
405,399 were lost during WWII.  The 
Korean War took 36,574 lives and the 
Vietnam War cost 58,220 lives.  4,411 
were lost in Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
73 in Operation New Dawn, 2,346 as the 
result of Operation Enduring Freedom, 
48 in Operation Freedom’s Sentinel and 
61 in Operation Inherent Resolve.  

An estimated 38 million people in 
America traveled over the holiday 
weekend, and 2.5 million travelers 
boarded flights, making Memorial Day 
is the fourth busiest travel day of the 
year.  

In New York, Washington, D.C 
and Chicago, you can find the largest 
parades in the country.  Because of the 
three day weekend, many Americans 
threw parties and barbecues or headed 
out of town for a mini getaway, but we 
should never forget the reason for it all.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

For 
Advertising 
Information
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774-200-7308
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By the time  you 
read  this column, 
Memorial Day will be 
over, and boat ramps 
and road traffic will be 
back to some type of nor-
mality.  Whatever that 
is!  Hopefully, you took 
some time out of the hol-
iday to pay tribute to all 
of our veterans, and to 
all those that paid the 
ultimate sacrifice to keep 
our freedoms, and way of 
life safe.      

Saltwater fishing was 
pretty good this past 
week, with numerous 
reports of anglers  catch-
ing their limit of four 
seabass in Buzzards Bay. 
The new size limit of 16 
and a half for seabass in 
Mass. was easy to fill, but 
stripers were spotty in 
many areas. The new size 
limit on stripers changed 
on Friday, May 26 in 
Mass. The new slot limit 
was reduced by three 
inches, making  legal 
stripers 28 to 31 inches. 
It really does not make 
any difference what 
anglers think about the 
new slot limit. Attending 
public hearings and 
making  recommen-
dations may as well be 
thrown in the wastepa-

per  basket.  Further  cuts 
are being discussed on 
stripers if they do not 
get a good year of popu-
lation growth. It is not 
the recreational angler 
that is causing the prob-
lem!  Draggers and com-
mercial fishing is raping 
the ocean’s fish popula-
tions, and they will con-
tinue.  I know you have 
heard it all before, but it 
is just crazy and unnec-
essary! 

Fluke fishing is start-
ing to improve in both 
Mass. & Rhode Island. 
Squid strips and jigs 
seem to be the hottest 
bait so far this season.

Rabbits are every-
where  in Central Mass. 
this year. Trying to grow 
a garden is not easy. This 
past week, I had at least 
eight rabbits spotted in 
my neighbor’s yard, and 
three in mine. There was 
one huge rabbit that ran 

from my neighbor’s yard 
and stopped in my drive-
way.  It was the size of a 
snowshoe hare. I hunted 
rabbits for many years, 
and rarely harvested a 
cottontail rabbit the 
size of that one.  The 
native  cottontail rabbits 
are the New England cot-
tontail, and the non-na-
tive are the Eastern cot-
tontail.  The Eastern cot-
tontail was introduced 
into New England in the 
1900’s. The Eastern rab-
bit has pretty much taken 
over in Mass. woodlands, 
and they are here to stay.  

Very few hunters own 
beagles today in the area, 
but back in the day there 
were many hunters that 
owned two or more  for 
hunting purposes.  Every 
Saturday, my two bud-
dies met up with me to 
hunt rabbits, and it was 
great.  Today, there are 
too many homes, and 
private property to hunt 
rabbits in our area.  The 
Cape still has some rab-
bit hunting  going on, 
and north & west of our 
area still has some rabbit 
hunting. 

Snowshoe  hare are 
extremely rare in Central 
Mass., only because 

the  anti-hunting groups 
stopped the  sports-
men from transporting 
them live from Canada, 
approximately 15 years 
ago or longer.  Local Rod 
& Gun Clubs purchased 
them from a trapper in 
Canada and stocked 
them in local covers, 
hoping  to have the hare 

breed and have young in 
the wild here. Each litter 
of hare contains one to 
eight young, and grows 
to maturity in about one 
year.  Cottontail rabbits 
have up to three litters 
a year, and can have up 
to six or more young in 
their litters. 

A large bear was spot-

ted recently in Webster 
Mass. and was spotted 
by a local fisherman.  He 
was fishing at Webster 
Lake, and observed the 
bear slip into the water 
and swim  to the oppo-
site  shoreline.  That had 
to be exciting!

Take A Kid Fishing & 
Keep Them rods Bending!

Days “gone fishin’” are 
the simple pleasures life-
long memories are made 
of.   Whether  relaxing on 
the shore of still waters, 
or wrangling in a temper-
amental trout, the sport 
of recreational fishing 
remains a popular activ-
ity for all ages.  

Fishing enthusiasts 
can enjoy the water-
ways in Massachusetts 
knowing that the state is 
ranked among the top ten 
states for fishing.  In fact, 
a 2022 study by Lawnlove.
com  also revealed the 
Bay State had the highest 
number of fishing com-
petitions, and the sixth-
most marines per 100,000 
residents. Read on for 
some tips to up your odds 
of reeling in the big one! 

**
Free Fishing Weekend 

Many memorable fishing 
tales begin at the water-
ways in the region.  Once 
a year the state waives its 
licensing laws for a week-
end, allowing residents 
of all ages the pleasures 
of a day “gone fishin’.” 
  On Saturday and 
Sunday, June 3 and 4, 
Free Fishing Weekend 
offers an opportunity 

for fishers of all ages to 
toss their line into state-
wide   waters whether 
or not they are licensed.   
While licenses are usu-
ally required, during 
Free Fishing Weekend 
in Massachusetts, the 
state’s licensing policy 
will be waived   during 
these two days. 

No license is required 
to fish any public  lake, 
pond, reservoir, stream, 
or river in Massachusetts 
from 12 a.m. Saturday, 
June 3 until 11:59 p.m. 
Sunday, June 4.  

  * * 
Fishing Tips from Expert 
Anglers

 
Dropping your line into 
the waters this weekend?  
Here are some tips  to 
help make your time at 
the fishing hole more pro-
ductive

 **
Successful fishers 

make it a habit to change 
their line. Fishing line 
has memory- it will 
retain the twist, nicks 
scrapes, and it gets 
weaker every time it is 
used.   Don’t chance los-
ing the “big one” to brit-
tle line!

 **
And be sure to match 

your hook size to your 
bait: small for small, 
large for large.   It makes 
a difference in holding 
your bait, and in how 
many strikes you will get.

 **
Take a valuable  fishing 

tip from old timers who 
say “if you find the bait 
you’ll find the fish.”     To 
do this efficiently, they 
make it a habit to scan 
the water for bird activi-
ty.  Follow the birds, who 
follow the bait, and you’ll 
likely find the fish!

 **
When throwing into 

the wind, drop your rod 
tip to the water right 
after making the cast. 
You’ll get more distance 
and will also get the slack 
out of your line in case 
you get bit just when the 

bait hits the surface. If 
you leave the rod held 
high, the wind will make 
an arc out of your line 
and you’d lose control of 
the bait.

**
 
Still no bites? It could 

be your bug repellent. 
Never handle bait after 
applying it as the scent 
will keep the fish away.

 **
 

Tips to Track Trout
 

* Did you know Rainbow 
Trout favor 56 degree 
water?   Find that tem-
perature and you’re sure 
to find the fish!  If it’s cold 
out, trout can typically be 
found on the surface of a 
lake. If it’s hot out, they’ll 
be deeper in the water. 

 
*Remember, trout have 

tough mouths. Keep your 
hooks sharp - and use a 
number 4 hook for best 
results!

 
* Want to up your 

odds of trout for supper?   
When lake fishing, dip 
your crawler in the oil 
from a can of smoked oys-
ters!

 
* Trying to tempt the 

best trout. Try this secret 
recipe from anglers:  
Combine two ounces 
of cod liver oil with 20 
drops oil of anise.   Mix 
well.  Dip your bait in the 
mixture and string up the 
trout!

 **
Bait and Catch 

It’s summertime and the 
fishin’ is easy - if you use 
an old fashioned bait rec-
ipes. They’re   tried and 
true secret weapons from 
successful fishermen - 
but best of all, you can 
whip them up with ingre-
dients from your kitchen 
cupboards!  

 
*Anglers swear refriger-
ator biscuit dough is a 
great bait for trout.   Just 
pull a raw biscuit apart 
and start reeling in the 
“big one!” 

 
*Even fish love spicy 

food, as this super lure 
recipe will attest. Mix 
together 8 ounce ground 
aniseed or fennel seed 
and two ounces ground 
allspice. Sprinkle 1/16th 
oz. oil of cloves over the 
above and mix. Store in 

tightly sealed jars for a 
few days while the odors 
blend. Put a drop on fish 
bait.

 
*If you’re fishing with 

salmon eggs or worms, 
don’t forget to add a min-
iature marshmallow to 
the hook to keep your 
bait buoyant!

 
* * 

Win Dinner for Two at 
the Publick House

Your tips can win you 
a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renown restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

With summer unof-
ficially underway, you 
might be heading out to 
more estate sales, yard 
sales, flea markets, and 
antique shows. Here are 
some tips to help you 
make that next great find 
and avoid buying some-
thing you might regret 
later.

Knowledge is power 
when it comes to antiques 
and collectibles. The 
more you know about 
what you’re collecting, 
and the more you know 
about antiques in gener-
al, the more likely you 

are to find a great piece. 
Antique dealers used to 
have libraries with ref-
erence books and price 
guides, but now you eas-
ily look up selling prices 
on online auction sites 
or pay for auction results 
on websites like worth-
point.com. You can also 
find a lot of information 
for free. For example, on 
our website, centralmas-
sauctions.com, we offer 
advice about items that 
are selling well and tips 
for evaluating paintings.

If you’re more inclined 
to learn in-person, many 

places also offer live 
antique courses. Old 
Sturbridge Village has 
previously offered live 
antique courses. Historic 
Eastfield Village (which 
is located between 
Pittsfield, Mass. and 
Albany, N.Y.) is offering 
classes this summer on 
19th century printing 
and weaving in the rural 
Northeast, among other 
topics.

Attending live auctions 
is also a good way to learn 
more about antiques 
and collectibles. When 
I first started learning 

about antiques, 
I attended an 
average of three 
auctions a week. 
Attending in-per-
son offers the 
opportunity to 
view items and 
even handle 
them. The auc-
tion staff may 
also be available 
to answer any 
questions. If you 
attend auctions 
on a regular 
basis, you may 
see people who 
also attend reg-
ularly. Making connec-
tions with other bidders 
can be helpful when you 
are buying or selling. 
Some experienced bid-
ders may be willing to 
offer advice. Be careful 
when listening to peo-
ple during the preview 
though because an auc-
tion is a competitive sit-
uation. People may not 
want to share what they 
know about items, and 
may intentionally mis-
lead you on a piece that 
they are also interested 
in.

Dealers at 
antique shows 
are often happy 
to share infor-
mation about 
items they are 
selling because, 
the more they 
describe the 
items, the bet-
ter chance they 
have of finding 
a buyer. Many 
dealers special-
ize in an area 
that interests 
them. You can 
find dealers 
specializing in 

a wide variety of items 
from Shaker furniture 
to antique phonographs. 
When I used to sell at 
Brimfield, I spoke with 
other dealers during slow 
times. Many are also 
collectors of the items 
they’re selling and are 
passionate about their 
items. I learned a lot from 
those conversations. 

Happy antique hunting 
this summer! Feel free 
to email me if you make 
that great find.

Our online auction of 

antique and vintage toys, 
baseball cards, sports 
memorabilia, guitars, 
and pop culture collect-
ibles is currently under-
way and ends on June 
21st. We are also running 
an estate sale of a home 
in Chicopee packed full 
of antiques, collectibles, 
dolls, and thousands of 
other items on June 23, 
June 24, and June 25. We 
will have another online 
auction later this month 
starting with jewelry, 
sterling silver, nautical 
paintings and memora-
bilia, other art, pocket 
watches, stoneware, duck 
decoys, antique firearms, 
and a wide variety of 
other items. It will end in 
late July. Please visit our 
Website, https://central-
massauctions.com, for 
links to upcoming events.

Contact us at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services www.
centralmassauctions.
com (508-612-6111) info@
centralmassauctions.
com

Courtesy

This week’s picture is Scott Lambert 25-pound striper.

Rabbits, rabbits everywhere
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HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

Over 50 years in business
Roger Lusignan ~ Owner

508.867.6016 ~ 508.867.7885
West Main St., Route 9

E. Brookfield, MA 01515

Got Dents?
We’ll get your car  

looking like new again!
All collision repairs

LUSIGNAN’S 
Auto Body

NO JOB TOO BIG 

OR TOO SMALL

AUTO BODY

We Sell 

Used Cars 
Too!

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS   AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

APRIL SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

Oil Change
$24.95

Synthetic  
Oil Change
$64.99

$69.99

Alignment

$69.99

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $250/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

ASPHALT PAVING

508-885-2581
Spencer, MA

Jon’s Lawns & 
Harrison Landscaping

(508) 248-5488 

LANDSCAPING

Spring clean ups 
Regular lawn Mowing
Shrub pruning, planting and mulching
Fall clean ups
Paver walkways
Good prices and  
  dependable  service
Call (508) 248-5488
and ask for Frank 

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

SPORTS

STURBRIDGE — 
Five of the Tantasqua 
Regional varsity baseball 
team’s 20 games have 
been one-run affairs. 
Luckily for the Warriors, 
four of the five have 
been victories, includ-
ing two in the Central 
Mass. Athletic Directors 
Association’s (CMADA) 
Class A Tournament.

First, third seeded 
Tantasqua hosted No. 
6 Westborough High in 
the quarterfinals on 
Wednesday, May 24. The 
Warriors rallied against 
the Rangers and won in 
walk-off fashion, 5-4, with 
Jack Rapose belting the 
game-winning hit in the 
bottom of the seventh 
inning.

Then, at No. 2 
Wachusett Regional 
on Friday, May 26, 
Tantasqua won another 
one-run game, this time 
1-0. Southpaw Miles 
Blake went the distance, 
throwing a one-hitter 
with 11 strikeouts and 
two walks. Offensively, 
Devin Krochmalnyckyj 
plated Colm McGrath 
(2-for-3) in the top of the 
first inning with the 
game’s lone run.

The Warriors (18-
2) then played No. 1 
Leominster High (17-
1) in the CMADA Class 
A Final on Wednesday, 
May 31, after press time. 
Following that tourna-
ment, Tantasqua will 
partake in the Division 3 
State Tournament. That 
bracket was also released 
after press time.

One-run wins help Warriors reach CMADA 
Class A Tournament Final

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua’s Joe Amaru lets go of the game’s first pitch versus Westborough.

Shortstop Devin Krochmalnyckyj of Tantasqua gathers a 
Westborough player’s hopping ball into his glove en route to 
recording an out at first base.

Tantasqua’s Colm McGrath takes his lead off first base, which is covered by Westborough’s 
Joe Marino.

Cole Nussey of Tantasqua comes up firing from his left field 
position in an attempt to throw out a Westborough base 
runner at home.
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BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

CHARLTON — Come 
postseason time, Nipmuc 
Regional continues to 
be a thorn in the Bay 
Path Regional varsity 
softball team’s side. A 
year ago the Warriors 
bested the Minutemen 
twice, first in the Central 
Mass. Athletic Directors 
Association’s (CMADA) 

Class B Tournament, 5-0, 
and again in the Division 
4 State Tournament 
Round of 32, 8-7.

Fast forward to this 
spring and Nipmuc and 
Bay Path again met, this 
time in the quarterfinals 
of the CMADA Class B 
bracket on Tuesday, 
May 23. And, unfortu-
nately for the fourth 
seeded Minutemen, the 

end result remained the 
same. The fifth ranked 
Warriors won the game, 
11-0.

“They came here to 
play. That was the big-
gest difference,” said 
Bay Path head coach 
Rick Carrero. “We’re the 
home team, we have an 
opportunity to beat this 
team after they knocked 
us out twice last year, 
and they looked like they 
were the home team that 
was ready to get back at 
us. It should have been 
the other way around.”

Carrero noted that the 
team’s energy needed to 
be different.

“That has to come 
from our team. The ener-

gy can’t come from the 
coaches,” he explained. 
“You have to want to be 
here and want to play 
softball and defend your 
house.”

Luckily for the 
Minutemen, their season 
is far from over. The State 
Vocational Large Schools 
Tournament kicked off 
on Tuesday, May 30 (after 
press time), as third 
seeded Bay Path played 
at No. 2 Monty Tech. 
Another appearance 
in the Division 4 State 
Tournament comes after 
the State Vocational.

“We have a lot to play 
for,” said Carrero.

Nipmuc scored once in 
the top of the first inning, 
but Bay Path pitcher 
Sam Buchanan worked 
her way out of a jam and 
left the bases loaded with 
Warriors. Buchanan 
then held Nipmuc score-
less in the second frame.

Single runs in the third 
and fifth innings, though, 
ballooned the Warriors’ 
lead to 3-0 as the 
Minutemen couldn’t get 
their bats going against 
pitcher Janelle Scirocco, 
whose changeup posed a 
problem.

“We weren’t learn-

ing. There were several 
times when batters had 
two balls and no strikes, 
and they were swinging 
at a changeup and pop-
ping up. We’re a better 
hitting team than that,” 
said Carrero, whose 
team finished with five 
hits (two by Grace Jones 
and one each by Katie 
Magnusson, Buchanan 
and Savannah Steiner).

Nipmuc put the game 
away with two runs in 
the sixth inning and six 
more in the seventh to 
account for the 11-0 final.

“They’re too good to 
lose 11-0, and that’s no 
knock against Nipmuc. 
We shouldn’t be losing to 
anybody on our schedule 
11-0,” said Carrero, citing 
a lack of focus.

An example of poor 
focus, Carrero noted, was 
the team’s shaky defense. 
The Minutemen commit-
ted nine errors, as nearly 
all of Buchanan’s runs 

against were unearned.
“When you’re mak-

ing errors on plays you 
should be making, that’s 
a focus issue,” said 
Carrero. “That’s not a 
talent issue.”

When asked if his team 
will rebound, Carrero 
started with one emphat-
ic word.

“Absolutely,” he said. 
“They have it. It’s not the 
skill, it was just the focus. 
They’ve got to come men-
tally prepared to play.”

The Minutemen played 
a CMADA consolation 
round game against No. 
6 Oakmont Regional and 
put up a bigger fight, ulti-
mately losing by one run, 
11-10.

Bay Path will take its 
14-6 record into the State 
Tournament, with the 
brackets being released 
after press time.

Nipmuc again beats Bay Path, 
this time in Central Mass. Tournament

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Sam Buchanan gets her pitching arm up over her 
head to generate speed.

Miranda Linde of Bay Path connects on a pitch over the plate.

Bay Path’s Anna Lehtola follows through on her swing and 
watches the ball sail into the outfield.

First baseman Savannah Steiner of Bay Path catches the ball while stretching to force out 
Nipmuc’s Kara Johnson.

HELLO 
NEIGHBOR!

As a longtime resident of our area, I’ve 
always known what a special commu-
nity we live in.  For generations, we 
have trusted the Spencer New Leader.  
Local news and advertisers you can 
trust, week after week.  As the local 
advertising rep for the New Leader,  
it brings me great pleasure to help a 
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers. 
 Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!  
Your neighbor,
Mikaela

Mikaela Victor
East Brookfield Resident 
Advertising Account Executive
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308

 www.StonebridgePress.com

SPORTS

Quail Hollow Golf & 
Country Club Results

Pit’s Crew 
First place (-7): Jim Kularski, Paul Boulette, Bill Parsons, Dave Walsh
Second place (-6): Peter Mimeault, Steve Varnum, Tim McCulskey, Dick Morse
Third place (-6): Dennis Cooney, Bruce Smebakken, Ron Goulet, Bud Powers

Still Harts League 
First place (+10): Tim Gilrain and Dennis Miner
Second place (+8): George Jette and Garrett Lacroix
Most over quota (+8): George Jette

Tour of Brookfields Still Harts Cafe
Nicklaus Division 
First place (-10): Chris Depasse, Rich Dupell, Jim Lovett, Kristen Depasse
Player Division
First place (-8) * Sudden Death Playoff: Fran Lamothe, Joe Nichols, John Wheeler, 

Mark Bruso
Palmer Division 
First place (-6): Jim Kularski, Peter Davis, Mike Kularski, Lisa Persson
Daly Division 
First place (-8): Beth Potvin, Tom Orszulak, Jim LaPierre, Barbara Orszulak

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Last year’s record-high 
temperatures across 
much of the country took 
a toll on gardens and 
landscapes. Once again, 
above-normal summer 
temperatures are in the 
forecast for many regions 
of the country. Adjusting 
how you manage your 
gardens and landscape 
can help plants thrive as 
temperatures rise.

 
Water plants thor-

oughly to promote deep 
drought-tolerant roots 
that help boost the plants’ 
pest resistance.   Wait 
until the top few inch-
es of soil are crumbly 
and moist before water-
ing most plants. Newly 
planted perennials, trees, 
and shrubs need more 
attention and water than 
drought-tolerant plants 

or established ones with 
more robust root systems 
that are better able to 
absorb more moisture. 
During extended dry 
periods, even drought-tol-
erant and established 
plants may need supple-
mental water.

 
Water early in the day 

to reduce water lost to 
evaporation. Avoid late 
evening watering that 
leaves foliage wet at 
night, increasing the risk 
of disease.

 
Apply water directly to 

the soil above the plant 
roots using soaker hoses 
or drip irrigation when-
ever possible. Water is 
applied where needed 
and the slow, steady flow 
of water is better able 
to infiltrate the soil and 

moisten the roots with 
less runoff.

 
Check soil moisture 

daily in container gar-
dens and several times 
a week for raised beds. 
Both dry out more 
quickly than in-ground 
gardens and need to be 
watered more often. Save 
time and water by incor-
porating Wild Valley 
Farms’  wool pellets  into 
the growing mixes. This 
sustainable product is 
made from wool waste. 
University research 
found it reduced water-
ing by up to 25% and 
increased air space in the 
soil, promoting healthy 
plant growth. 

 
Further conserve 

water by spreading a 
two- to three-inch layer 
of shredded leaves, ever-
green needles, or shred-
ded bark mulch over the 
soil in garden beds and 
around trees and shrubs. 
Mulching conserves 
moisture, keeps roots 
cooler and moist, and 
suppresses weeds. As the 
organic mulch decompos-
es, it adds nutrients and 
organic matter to the soil.  
Just pull the mulch away 
from tree trunks, shrub 
stems, and the crowns of 
other plants to avoid rot.

 
Include plants that 

are more tolerant of the 
weather conditions in 
your area. Those that 
tolerate both heat and 
cold extremes will thrive 
with less care once estab-
lished. 

 
Incorporate organic 

matter like compost into 
the soil. It helps the soil 
accept and retain water 
so you will need to water 
less often. It also adds 
nutrients to the soil so 
over time you will need 
to fertilize less often.

 
Use a low-nitrogen, 

slow-release fertilizer 

if your garden plants 
need a nutrient boost. 
These types of fertil-
izers release small 
amounts of nutrients 
over an extended peri-
od. The low level of 
nitrogen reduces the 
risk of damaging heat-
stressed plants.

 
Remove weeds from 

garden beds and bor-
ders as soon as they 
appear.   These “plants 
out of place” steal water 
and nutrients from your 
desirable garden plants. 
Plus, many harbor 
insects and diseases that 
are harmful to your gar-
den plants. 

 
Provide stressed plants 

with a bit of shade from 
the hot afternoon sun. 
Container gardens can 

be moved to a more suit-
able spot during heat 
waves. Add a bit of tem-
porary shade to garden 
plants that are struggling 
to survive in the blazing 
hot sun. A strategically 
placed chair, lattice, or 
umbrella may be all that 
is needed. As tempera-
tures drop, you can move 
plants back in place and 
remove the temporary 
shade.

 
Your garden will great-

ly benefit from these 

changes to your sum-
mer garden care. 

 
Melinda Myers has 
written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including the recent-
ly released  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd  Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She 

hosts The Great 
Courses  “How to Grow 
Anything”  instant video 
and DVD series  and the 
nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and was commis-
sioned by Wild Valley 
Farms for  her exper-
tise to write this article. 
Myers’ Web site is  www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Keep plants thriving despite the heat of summer

Hi! My name is Yaveliy and I 
love to read! 

Yaveliy is a charming girl. She 
loves to build with Legos, play 
basketball and watch movies. 
She is currently in the 5th grade 
in school year 2022-2023 and 
does very well in school with 
an educational plan in place to 
help her with emotional and so-
cial needs. She enjoys being in-
volved in school activities. She 
has been described by others as 

possessing “ a love of laugh”, fun 
loving and always having her mu-

sic close by to listen to. She is very close to her siblings especially her 
older sister who lives close. They contact with each other and also enjoy 
virtual calls with each other. 

Yaveliy has a large number of siblings who all live in western MA with 
whom she will need to maintain contact. She would do best in a 2 parent 
family with younger children in the home. She will thrives on one on one 
attention, love, structure and routine in her new home. 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/5893 

 Can I Adopt? 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. 
Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or 
not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adop-
tive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is 
completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will 
fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org 
. Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you 
guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to 
find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Yaveliy 
Age 10 

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial  
back to its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Renowned motivational speak-
er and entrepreneur Jim Rohn 
said, “There are times when you 
just lose; no matter what you do, 
it’s that kind of planet.” 

You could be passionate about 
what you do, work ten-hour days, 
love your family, be honorable, 
and ultimately, you can still lose! Does 
that mean you did something wrong? 
Only sometimes.

Humans strive to comprehend the 
world, drawing patterns and expecting 
consistent outcomes. We prefer a neat 
universe where hard work and dedi-
cation lead to success. But life doesn’t 
always adhere to these rules.

As a former high school and college 
swimmer, I experienced this firsthand. 
I woke up at dawn, diving into morning 
practices before the school bell rang, 
and slipped back into the pool each 
afternoon when classes ended; I always 
smelled like chlorine and loved it.

My passion for swimming was the 
compass guiding my efforts. Yet, despite 
my dedication and undying love for the 
sport, I couldn’t compete at the elite 
level. 

What had I done wrong? In essence, 
nothing! Being a professional athlete 
just wasn’t in the cards. The realization 
stung, of course. I mourned losing what 
I believed was my calling, grappling 
with feelings of failure and disappoint-
ment. But then, I remembered another 
nugget of wisdom from Jim Rohn.

Asked in one of his lectures about 
knowing when to give up on something 
and try something new, Rohn humor-
ously replied that he knew it was time 
to change course when he ran out of 
money.

That’s a good reason. Another good 
reason is when you run out of passion. 

I often talk about never giving up, 
never giving in, and striving to achieve 
your goal no matter the odds, and I still 
believe that, but also you need to be pas-
sionate about what you’re doing. 

I quit the swim team mid-way through 
my junior year in college. Why? I ran 
out of passion when I realized I couldn’t 
compete as an Olympian. 

Some would say I’m a quitter, but if 
you no longer feel enthusiastic about 
your current goal, you should consid-
er a new direction. Without passion, 
sustaining your motivation is almost 

impossible. You must love what 
you do. 

The focus is not on throwing in 
the towel but actively channeling 
your energies toward more pro-
ductive pursuits.

Sometimes, you may only need 
a break; after some time away, you may 
discover your passion again. That’s 
great! Return to what you love. 

How did I lose my passion?

Despite consistent efforts, I wasn’t 
making the progress I needed to achieve 
my dream. It was only then that I real-
ized it wasn’t suitable for me. 

So, how does one know what to turn 
to next? The answer lies in uncovering 
what stirs your soul.

It is often said, “Whatever you don’t 
use, you lose.” Hence, exercising the 
ability to chase your dreams, and stir-
ring your innate desire, is crucial. 

Embracing a new direction is a deli-
cate process. After deciding to move on 
from an unfulfilled dream, don’t beat 
yourself up reliving the past. Doing so 
can crush your new vision and dampen 
your plans. Forgive yourself; you hav-
en’t failed but are on the path to your 
true destiny.

Another reason to pursue a different 
dream is that your values change. What 
seemed like a worthy goal in the past 
may no longer align with your current 
reality. It’s imperative to ensure that 
your goals resonate with your present 
self and not an outdated version of you.

Life, as we all know, is an ever-chang-
ing journey - an expedition marked by 
phases of growth, learning, and evo-
lution. As we navigate through these 
stages, our perspectives inevitably shift 
and expand, giving rise to new values, 
aspirations, and self-understanding.

Clinging onto an outdated goal is like 
adhering to a defunct map; it can lead 
you somewhere, but likely not your 
desired destination. Allow yourself to 
revise your dreams. If they no longer 
resonate with you, then move on.

As Jim Rohn famously stated, “If you 
don’t like where you are, move! You 
aren’t a tree.” Embrace change as your 
companion, and constantly remind 
yourself that the journey is the desti-
nation. 

The journey is the destination

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Melinda Myers

Provide heat-stressed plants in containers relief by moving 
them into the shade during heat waves. 
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Notice of Public Hearing– 
Planning Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tues-
day June 20, 2023 in McCourt Social 
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main 
Street, Spencer, MA, and the hearing 
will be conducted in person and re-
motely on the following items start-
ing at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter 
as can be heard:
Major Site Plan Review/Special Per-
mit/ Stormwater Permit – Applicant: 
Peter Rundle-Solar Smart, LLC, 
Owners: Hillside Baptist Church, 
Location: 472 East Main Street, 
Spencer, MA; Assessor’s Map R34-
8-1. The applicant is requesting a 
Major Site Plan Review, Special Per-
mit, and Stormwater Permit under 
sections 7.2, 7.4, and 4.8.9 of The 
Spencer Zoning Bylaw and Storm-
water Regulations to develop a 
large-scale ground mounted solar 
PV array (2.917 MW). The property is 
located within the Rural Residential 
(RR)/ Commercial (C) with the arrays 
in RR zoning districts.
June 2, 2023
June 9, 2023

Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

A public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, June 20, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
West Brookfield Town Hall, to act on 
an application for a Special Permit, for 
Brian Snyder for the property located 
at 32 Church Street, West Brookfield.  
The applicant wishes create an apart-
ment at the current dwelling in General 
District.   This requires a Special Permit 
as per section(s) -3.  Use Regulations 
§ 3.22 Residential Use (et al) 
June 2, 2023
June 9, 2023

(SEAL)
TRIAL COURT OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

THE SUPERIOR COURT
Worcester Superior Court  

225 Main Street
Worcester, Massachusetts 01608

Docket No: 2385CV0486B
ORDER OF NOTICE 
BY PUBLICATION

CORNERSTONE BANK f/k/a 
SPENCER SAVINGS BANK

vs.
THEIR HEIRS, DEVISEES 
and PERSONAL/LEGAL 
REPRESENTATIVES
OF WALTER E. CHASE, TAMMY L. 

CHASE and TRACY L. SPOSATOTO: 
The Heirs, Devisees and Personal/
Legal Representatives of Walter E. 
Chase, Tammy L. Chase and Tracy L. 
Sposato, all in said Commonwealth; 
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. App. §501 et seq.:
Cornerstone Bank f/k/a Spencer 
Savings Bank, claiming to have an 
interest in a Mortgage covering real 
property in MA, known and num-
bered as 89 Charles Street, Leicester, 
Massachusetts 01524, given by Walter 
E. Chase to Spencer Savings Bank 
dated 04/18/2011, and recorded in 
Worcester County District Registry of 
Deeds, in Book 47306, Page 109, has/
have filed with this court a Complaint 
for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemember status.
If you now are, or recently have 
been, in active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If 
you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer 
in this court at Worcester Superior 
Court on or before 06/27/2023 or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.
Witness, Judith Fabricant, Esquire, 
Chief Justice of the Superior Court, 
at Worcester, Massachusetts, this 16th 
day of May , 2023.
Dennis P. McManus
Clerk of Courts
Eric Thuotte
Assistant Clerk
June 2, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO23P1720EA 
Estate of: 

Clifford M. Rutter
Date Of Death: 
March 28, 2023 

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner 
Betsy J. Rutter of Monson MA
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate 
Betsy J. Rutter of Monson MA
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 

to serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.
June 2, 2023

Worcester, SS
To the District Clerk:
GREETINGS:  You are hereby direct-
ed to notify the Voters of the Burncoat 
Pond Watershed District to meet in the 
Leicester Senior Center, 40 Winslow 
Ave, Leicester, Massachusetts, on 
June 15, 2023 at 7:00 p.m., to act on 
the following articles:
Article 1: To see if the District will vote 
to elect a District Moderator for one (1) 
year or to take any action thereon.
Article 2: To see if the District will elect 
a District Clerk to hold office one (1) 
year from this annual meeting, a clerk 
shall be elected by ballot for one year 
or to take any action thereon.
Article 3: To see if the District will elect 
a District Treasurer to hold office one 
(1) year from this annual meeting, a 
treasurer shall be elected by ballot for 
one year, or to take any action thereon.
Article 4: To see if the District will vote 
to elect a member of the Management 
Committee to hold office for a term of 
three (3) years, a member of the Man-
agement Committee shall be elected 
by ballot, or to take any action thereon.
Article 5: To see if the District will vote 
to raise and appropriate and/or transfer 
from available funds a sum of money to 
fund dam repairs, or to take any action 
thereon.
Article 6: To see if the District will 
vote to adopt a budget for fiscal year 
2024, the appropriation of monies to be 
raised by assessment upon the propri-
etors in support thereof, or to take any 
action thereon.
Burncoat Pond Watershed District 
Management Committee

June 2, 2023

At the Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, 
June 13, 2023, in the McCourt So-
cial Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, a public 
hearing will be held on the follow-
ing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Special Permit– Applicant/Own-
er: Julie Peloquin, DBA: Black Tu-
lip Massage; Location: 7 Terkanian 
Drive, Spencer Assessor’s Map R32-
25. The applicant is seeking a Spe-
cial Permit under Sections 4.8.3.A.2 
(Use of Residence for Business Pur-
poses/ Customary Home Occupa-
tion) of the Spencer Zoning Bylaw 
to run a professional massage ther-
apy business inside home, with off 
street parking, and no signage. The 
property is in the Rural Residential 
(RR) zoning district
May 26, 2023
June 2, 2023

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Bryan Button has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion for proposed landscaping located 
at 33 Oakland Drive, Spencer, MA.
Denise Marco has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to remove trees located at 109 
Clark Road, Spencer, MA.
Matt Sicard has filed an RDA with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
build a deck at 47 Lake Ave, Spencer, 
MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
June 14, 2023 at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be present 
or call in remotely to participate. Con-
servation Commission meetings open 
at 6:15 p.m.
Mary McLaughlin
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
June 2, 2023

LEGALS

Senior Center 
offers look into 
life of Eleanor 
Roosevelt

LEICESTER — Guests are invited to join author and histo-
rian Carol Cohen for a look into the life of Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Titled “A Walk Through the Garden with Eleanor 
Roosevelt,” the program will take place on Monday, June 26, 
at 1:30 p.m. at the Senior Center.

During World War II, Eleanor Roosevelt planted an iconic 
“Victory Garden” on the White House lawn and encouraged 
other Americans to do the same. At the June 26 program, 
guests will learn more about Eleanor Roosevelt’s humani-
tarian efforts, as well as her recognition of those who played 
major roles in supporting America during World War II. 

The free program will also include an informative 
PowerPoint presentation outlining the place of Victory 
Gardens in American history and their relevance in today’s 
society.

Cohen, who teaches at Lesley University, is a published 
historian, playwright, and owner of an educational consult-
ing company. 

“Anyone interested in history, particularly what was 
going on during the Roosevelt White House and WWII, is 
encouraged to attend,” read a statement released by the 
Senior Center. “Carol Cohen has been at the center before, 
and we asked her to return as she was outstanding in her 
historical presentations. All in attendance were involved 
and impressed by her performance.”

South Pond 
treatments begin June 5
REGION — The Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake Association 

has announced that the long-awaited alum treatment target-
ing deep phosphorus-rich sediment in South Pond will begin 
on Monday, June 5, and continue through the week. The lake 
will be closed to all boating and other lake activities through 
Friday, June 9. 

This project is expected to significantly enhance the quality 
and clarity of the lake for some 15-20 years, with distinct ben-
efits for fish and other aquatic animals. The alum treatment 
results from the Quacumquasit Pond Phosphorus Inactivation 
Project, which was approved and funded by the Federal Clean 
Water Act Section 319 Grant Program. The grant was secured 
by a major fundraising effort by QQLA and financial grants 
from the towns of Brookfield, East Brookfield, and Sturbridge.

The Town of Sturbridge, which is managing the project, is 
working with the Quaboag Quacumquasit Lake Association 
(QQLA), the ESS Environmental Group, and Solitude Lake 
Management to conduct the treatment.

Health care screenings for men 
between the ages of 18 and 39 

Preventive health care is a multifaceted approach to a healthy lifestyle that incorporates various 
strategies to reduce risk for illness and disease. Screenings are a vital component of preventive care, 
even for young men. Regardless of how fit a young man is or how healthy he feels, these screenings 
should be part of health care regimens for all men between the ages of 18 and 39.

• Blood pressure: The United States Department of Health and Human Services and the National 
Institutes of Health urge men between the ages of 18 and 39 to have their blood pressure checked 
at least once every two years. Many men already have their blood pressure checked during annual 
wellness visits, which all men should schedule regardless of their fitness levels and overall health. 
Men with preexisting conditions, including diabetes, heart disease and kidney problems, may need 
more frequent blood pressure screenings. In addition, annual screenings are recommended if the top 
number is between 120 and 139 and/or the lower number is between 80 and 89.

• Cholesterol: Men with no known risk factors fo coronary heart disease are urged to get annual 
cholesterol screenings beginning at age 35. Men with known risk factors should begin receiving annu-
al screenings at age 20. More frequent screenings might be necessary for individuals with diabetes, 
kidney problems or heart disease.

• Diabetes: Risk factors and warning signs will dictate if men between the ages of 18 and 39 require 
diabetes screening. For example, the U.S. National Library of Medicine notes that a BMI over 25 is 
considered overweight, which is a risk factor for diabetes. Men who fall into this category should be 
screened for diabetes starting at age 35 (the USNLM urges Asian American men to be screened if their 
BMI exceeds 23). Providers also may test men’s blood sugar levels if their blood pressure is 130/80 or 
higher and/or if they have a first degree relative with diabetes or a history of heart disease.

• Infectious disease: The USNLM urges all individuals, including healthy young men, to be tested 
for hepatitis C at least once between the ages of 18 and 79. Doctors also may recommend additional 
screenings for sexually active young men, who may be tested for syphilis, chlamydia, HIV, and other 
infections.

• Testicular cancer: The National Cancer Institute reports that testicular cancer is the most com-
monly diagnosed cancer in men between the ages of 15 and 34. The USNLM advises against testicular 
self-exams, so young men should discuss testicular cancer screenings with their physicians, especial-
ly if they notice any changes in the size or shape of their testicles.

• Dental checkup: Men are encouraged to visit the dentist twice a year for an exam and cleaning. 
Dentists can determine if more frequent visits are necessary.

Preventive health care is vital for everyone, including men between the ages of 18 and 39.   

TRUST
Trust Your Neighbors

StonebridgePress.com
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Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, MAY 18
12:22 a.m.: disturbance (Watch 

Street), report taken; 2:41 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 3:57 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 
11:47 a.m.: summons service (Stafford 
Street), unable to serve; 12:03 p.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
Elijah Mikel Montanez, 18, 186 Stafford 
Street, Charlton, failure to stop for 
police, arrest; 1:33 p.m.: ambulance 
(Paxton Road, Spencer), transported; 
2:47 p.m.: threats (Waite Street), spo-
ken to; 3:11 p.m.: municipal security 
alarm (Memorial School Drive), inves-
tigated; 3:39 p.m.: ambulance (Rawson 
Street), transported; 8:32 p.m.: assist 
citizen (Atwood Road); 9:08 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
9:15 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Main 
Street), no action required; 9:25 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:38 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 9:43 p.m.: mv stop (Paxton 
Street), verbal warning; 9:52 p.m.: mv 
stop (Marshall Street), verbal warning; 
10:00 p.m.: mv stop (Marshall Street), 
verbal warning; 10:09 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 10:17 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning.

FRIDAY, MAY 19
12:19 a.m.: mv stop (Grove Street), 

verbal warning; 12:46 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), citation issued; 1:26 
a.m.: suspicious mv (Hankey Street), 
no action required; 7:25 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 7:34 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 7:45 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 7:58 a.m.: mv 
stop (Pleasant Street), verbal warning; 
8:04 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 
written warning; 8:22 a.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), written warning; 
8:40 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Stafford 
Street), services rendered; 8:49 a.m.: 
ambulance (Stafford Street), trans-
ported; 9:09 a.m.: mv stop (Winslow 
Avenue), written warning; 9:30 a.m.: 
mv stop (Paxton Street), written warn-
ing; 9:43 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 
verbal warning; 9:55 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Leela Lane), referred to ACO; 
9:58 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 10:13 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), written warning; 10:25 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 10:45 a.m.: assist other PD (Main 
Street), services rendered; 11:46 a.m.: 
ambulance (Stafford Street), transport-
ed; 12:09 p.m.: trespassing (Baldwin 
Street), gone on arrival; 1:22 p.m.: 
fraud (Parker Street), report taken; 1:34 
p.m.: animal complaint (White Birch 
Street), referred to ACO; 4:20 p.m.: 
summons service (Stafford Street), 
unable to serve; 6:10 p.m.: assist other 
PD (Stafford Street), services rendered; 
6:14 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street, 
Worcester), transported; 6:30 p.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
verbal warning; 6:46 p.m.: ambulance 
(Ingram Road), transported; 10:12 p.m.: 
assist other agency (Greenville Circle), 
services rendered.

SATURDAY, MAY 20
12:41 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 12:58 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 1:07 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street) ver-
bal warning; 10:09 a.m.: stolen mv 
(Stafford Street), report taken; 11:52 
a.m.: welfare check (South Street), 
spoken to; 12:54 p.m.: welfare check 
(Chapel Street), spoken to; 3:48 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transport-
ed; 4:06 p.m.: investigation (Stafford 
Street), report taken; 4:27 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 4:47 p.m.: fraud (River 
Street), report taken; 7:59 p.m.: neigh-
bor dispute (Pleasant Street), report 
taken,

SUNDAY, MAY 21
10:09 a.m.: hit/run accident (Main 

Street), report taken; 10:13 a.m.: run-
away (Upton Street), spoken to; 1:54 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 1:56 p.m.: dis-
turbance/gathering (Verona Street), 
resolved; 3:16 p.m.: disturbance (Main 
Street), unfounded; 3:25 p.m.: inves-
tigation (Pleasant Street), report 
taken; 3:29 p.m.: disturbance (Verona 
Street), unfounded; 3:57 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Stafford Street), 
unable to serve; 4:30 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Worcester), transport-
ed; 4:33 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Stafford Street), report taken; 5:23 
p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 5:29 p.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), verbal warning; 5:56 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
6:16 p.m.: assist citizen (South Main 
Street); 6:41 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 6:54 p.m.: ambulance 
(Park Avenue, Worcester), transport-
ed; 8:14 p.m.: welfare check (Main 
Street), resolved; 8:15 p.m.: welfare 
check (South Main Street), resolved; 
9:19 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 9:37 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 9:48 p.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
verbal warning; 11:55 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning.

MONDAY, MAY 22
12:09 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

written warning; 12:40 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), citation issued; 
1:13 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

citation issued; 5:45 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Pleasant Street), report taken; 
8:32 a.m.: ambulance (Salminen 
Drive), transported; 9:08 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Sunset Drive), transported; 
10:57 a.m.: accident (Main Street), 
report taken; 12:51 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 3:27 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Pleasant Street), referred to ACO; 
3:42 p.m.: ambulance (Warren Street), 
transported; 4:09 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Parker Street); 4:15 p.m.: assist citi-
zen (Stafford Street); 6:30 p.m.: welfare 
check (Reservoir Street), spoken to; 
11:48 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 11:57 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning.

TUESDAY, MAY 23
12:10 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

name and address redacted from 
police log, op w/suspended registra-
tion, speeding; name and address 
redacted from police log, uninsured 
mv, criminal application issued/2; 
12:48 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 1:29 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), spoken to; 5:17 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
5:43 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 8:10 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), verbal warning; 8:17 a.m.: 
threats (Main Street), report taken; 
8:40 a.m.: disabled mv (Stafford Street), 
assisted; 9:10 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), Anakorolina Karolina 
Lourencoalbuquer, 27, 663 Stafford 
Street, op w/suspended license, no 
inspection sticker, arrest; 11:15 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Pleasant Street), 
referred to ACO; 11:17 a.m.: ambulance 
(Clark Street), transported; 11:55 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Soojians Drive), 
referred to ACO; 11:58 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Pleasant Street), referred 
to ACO; 1:23 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 1:35 p.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, op w/suspended license, criminal 
application issued; 1:45 p.m.: parking 
complaint (Main Street), unfounded; 
1:55 p.m.: suspicious mv (Henshaw 
Street), gone on arrival; 3:55 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), Joseph Roman, 50, 
100 Canterbury Street, #1, Worcester, 
op w/suspended license/subsequent 
offense, arrest; 5:54 p.m.: erratic oper-
ator (Main Street), message delivered; 
6:03 p.m.: neighbor dispute (Pleasant 
Street), peace restored; 7:13 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Stafford Street), referred; 
7:24 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 7:48 
p.m.: illegal dumping (Cricklewood 
Drive), report taken; 9:14 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Kingsbury Road), call canceled.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24
12:36 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 

Memorial Highway), transported; 
12:43 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 12:55 a.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), verbal warning; 12:57 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 1:08 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), verbal warning; 
1:36 a.m.: family problem (Winslow 
Avenue), report taken; 5:21 a.m.: larce-
ny (Henshaw Street), report taken; 7:11 
a.m.: ambulance (South Main Street), 
transported; 7;22 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 7:26 a.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), citation 
issued; 7:31 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), verbal warning; 7:36 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 7:50 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 8:00 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), citation issued; 8:09 a.m.: mv 
stop (Pleasant Street), verbal warning; 
8:17 a.m.: mv stop (River Street), verbal 
warning; 8:32 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), verbal warning; 
8:38 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 
written warning; 8:48 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported; 8:51 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), cita-
tion issued; 9:40 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 9:53 a.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), verbal warning; 
10:25 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 11:04 a.m.: assist citizen 
(Mannville Street); 11:54 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Virginia Drive), transported; 
12:13 p.m.: ambulance (Stafford Street), 
transported; 12:30 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Stafford Street); 12:40 p.m.: fraud 
(River Street), report taken; 1:21 p.m.: 
threats (Pleasant Street), spoken to; 
2:02 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 2:19 p.m.: investigation (Pine 
Street), report taken; 2:48 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported; 3:39 
p.m.: investigation (Henshaw Street), 
report taken; 3:59 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Pine Street); 4:12 p.m.: ambulance 
(Outlook Drive, Worcester), transport-
ed; 4:47 p.m.: welfare check (Pleasant 
Street), resolved; 7:48 p.m.: mv stop 
(Paxton Street), verbal warning; 8:42 
p.m.: mv stop (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), Renan Higor Soares Silva, 
33, 21 Lawrence Street, Framingham, 
unlicensed operation, arrest; 8:58 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Pine Street), 
served.

# # # 

Spencer Police Log
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17
12:03-3:07 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:46 a.m.: suspicious mv (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 1:24 a.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Old Meadow Road), 
services rendered; 1:35 a.m.: DPW call 

(Lyford Road), broken bridge sign; 
1:43 a.m.: disturbance (Borkum Road), 
re: stay away order; 4:33 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Shore Drive), barking 
dog; 7:34 a.m.: mv lockout (R. Jones 
Road), assisted; 7:55 a.m.: mv lockout 
(Chestnut Street), assisted; 8:22 a.m.: 
medical/general (Bixby Road); 10:52 
a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), open 
line then disconnect; 11:16 a.m.: fire 
alarm (Meadow Road), referred; 11:23 
a.m.: mv complaint (Pleasant Street), 
erratic operator; 12:10 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
12:19 p.m.: medical/general (Mechanic 
Street); 12:35 p.m.: restraining order 
service (West Main Street); 12:52 
p.m.: suspicious persons (Smithville 
Road), rep. man tried to grab girl; 1:18 
p.m.: open door (Main Street), bldg. 
secured; 1:58 p.m.: officer wanted (Old 
East Charlton Road), re: disturbing 
voicemail; 2:59 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Sampson Street), info given; 3:55 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Northwest Road), 
poss. rabies exposure; 4:30 p.m.: mv 
lockout (West Main Street), assisted; 
4:47 p.m.: officer wanted (Borkum 
Road), daugh. changing locks on 
house; 5:58 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), open line; 6:15 p.m.: juvenile 
matter (Bay Path Road), req. welfare 
check/infant; 6:46 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 8:05 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Collier Circle); 8:06 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Ledge Avenue), ques-
tion re: rights; 8:09 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Cranberry Meadow Road), 
solicitors in area; 8:16 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Greenville Street), trailer block-
ing travel lane; 8:25 p.m.: disturbance 
(Howe Village), neighbors yelling; 
11:29 p.m.: intelligence/parole (West 
Main Street), info taken; (total daily 
mv stops – 10).

THURSDAY, MAY 18
12:25-3:11 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:59 a.m.: medical/general 
(Bixby Road); 2:26 a.m.: intelligence/
parole (West Main Street), info taken; 
5:41 a.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 6:19 a.m.: DPW call (Meadow 
Road), re: prob. w/fuel tanks; 9:13 a.m.: 
citizen complaint (Meadow Road), con-
struction mvs on property; 9:18 a.m.: 
medical/general (Hastings Road); 9:45 
a.m.: officer wanted (Oscars Drive), 
re: earlier incident; 11:05 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Ledge Avenue), rep. fam-
ily trying to evict caller; 12:03 p.m.: 
medical/general (Cherry Street); 1:01 
p.m.: medical/general (Ash Street); 
1:01 p.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic 
Street), inquiry; 1:27 p.m.: medical/
general (Paxton Road); 1:42 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (North Spencer Road), 
rep. erratic operator; 2:23 p.m.: war-
rant service (Main Street), Joseph R. 
Perron, 55, homeless, Spencer, war-
rant issued, arrest; 2:24 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), accidental; 2:36 
p.m.: officer wanted (Maple Street), 
threats from roommate; 3:06 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Grove 
Street); 3:07 p.m.: restraining order 
service (Washburn Drive); 3:22 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Thompson Pond Road), 
mv passed school bus; 6:16 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Lincoln Street); 7:18 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Church Street), ex-gf 
talk of suicide; 8:53 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Ethier Drive); 10:17 p.m.: fraud/
credit card (Cherry Street), re: $1000 
in Walmart charges; 10:34 p.m.: build-
ing checked, secure; 10:52 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Clark Road), barking dogs; 
(total daily mv stops – 3).

FRIDAY, MAY 19  
12:32-2:33 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 5:06 a.m.: residential alarm 
(Laurel Lane), services rendered; 6:33 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Spinnaker 
Drive), accidental; 9:17 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Maple Street), needs mvs 
moved; 9:40 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Overlook Drive), re: kennel inspec-
tion; 10:15 a.m.: 911 call (Pleasant 
Street), hang-up; 10:51 a.m.: parking 
complaint (Chestnut Street), mv block-
ing d/way; 10:52 a.m.: disturbance 
(Howe Village), being harassed by 
neighbor; 11:22 a.m.: restraining order 
service (West Main Street); 11:31 a.m.: 
harassment prevention order service/2 
(West Main Street); 12:00 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Paxton Road), poss. scam call; 
1:10 p.m.: restraining order service 
(West Main Street); 1:10 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Main Street); 2:03 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Dufault Road), re: pro-
tective custody order; 2:28 p.m.: DPW 
call (Charron Street), tree fell onto 
property; 3:42 p.m.: fraud (Hastings 
Road), unemployment scam; 4:20 p.m.: 
medical/general (Spring Street); 5:48 
p.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
5:53 p.m.: 911 calls (West Main Street), 
open line; 5:59 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Greenville Street), req. escort/keep 
the peace; 6:10 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Greenville Street), speeding; 6:19-7:23 
p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 6:27 
p.m.: mv complaint (Greenville Street), 
speeding; 8:18 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Main Street), assisting lg. mv; 9:06 
p.m.: lost/found (West Main Street), 
found debit card; 9:08 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Cherry Street), re: sick cat; 
9:18 p.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), 
services rendered; 9:35 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 9:51 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Lincoln Street); 10:29 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 11:50 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Meadow Road), 
services rendered; (total daily mv 
stops – 13).

SATURDAY, MAY 20
12:04-2:23 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 8:57 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Maple Street); 9:28 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Main Street), dead deer; 
9:40 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), Harrington CT down; 10:44 
a.m.: 911 call (Chickering Road), open 
line; 11:01 a.m.: officer wanted (Maple 
Street), req. escort/retrieve belong-
ings; 11:10 a.m.: accident (Main Street), 
report taken; 11:39 a.m.: parking com-
plaint (Chestnut Street), mvs too close 
to corner; 12:06 p.m.: parking violation 
(Chestnut Street), ticket issued; 12:17 
p.m.: elderly matter (Howe Village), req. 
welfare check; 12:31 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Lyford Road), re: issues w/wife; 
12:44 p.m.: DPW call (Ash Street), cover 
off catch basin; 2:42 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Dale Street), gas siphoned 
from mv; 2:59 p.m.: mv lockout (West 
Main Street), assisted; 3:14 p.m.: 911 
call (Chickering Road), accidental; 3:28 
p.m.: DPW call (Valley Street), sewer 
backup; 4:23 p.m.: fire alarm (Main 
Street), referred; 4:41 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), req. VIN 
verification; 5:01 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(Charlton Road), req. welfare check/
daughter; 7:22 p.m.: disturbance (High 
Street), re: bottle thrown onto proper-
ty; 8:48 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), re: mv at Route 49/Ladd Road; 
8:54 p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
open line; 11:45 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), Rutland PD bolo; (total 
daily mv stops – 2).

SUNDAY, MAY 21
1:04-2:49 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:25 a.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Howe Village), open line; 7:33 a.m.: 911 
call (Donnelly Cross Road), accidental; 
9:31 a.m.: mv lockout (Buteau Road), 
assisted; 9:35 a.m.: parking violations/2 
(Chestnut Street), tickets issued; 10:48 
a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
low-hanging wire; 11:29 a.m.: equip-
ment issue (Main Street), prob. w/traf-
fic light; 11:46 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Charlton Road), snapping turtle/road-
side; 12:06 p.m.: medical/general (Wire 
Village Road); 1:12 p.m.: residential 
alarm (Roys Drive), accidental; 1:18 
p.m.: 911 call (Charlton Road), open 
line; 1:42 p.m.: animal complaint (Starr 
Road), barking dogs; 3:35 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Valley Street), sink hole devel-
oping; 3:38 p.m.: 911 call (Lloyd Dyer 
Drive), open line; 5:23 p.m.: DPW call 
(Main Street), low-hanging wire; 6:10 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
6:40 p.m.: nature of call redacted from 
police log (Starr Street); 7:01 p.m.: dis-
turbance (North Spencer Road), gun-
shots heard; 7:36 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Spring Street), restraining order ques-
tions; 8:30 p.m.: fire alarm (Chestnut 
Street), referred; 8:34 p.m.: medical/
general (Starr Street); 10:34 p.m.: 911 
call (Charron Street), fire alarm; (total 
daily mv stops – 5).

 MONDAY, MAY 22
1:21 a.m.: mv repossessed (Main 

Street), info taken; 1:30-2:40 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 3:12 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Howe Village); 6:45 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Condon Drive), 
barking dog; 7:39 a.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Ash Street), no contact; 8:07 a.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Route 49), misdi-
al; 8:36 a.m.: multiple LTC issued/3 
(West Main Street), assisted; 10:16 a.m.: 
mv repossessed (Jolicoeur Avenue), 
info taken; 10:31 a.m.: fire/woods/
grass (South Spencer Road), dumpster 
fire; 10:57 a.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 11:48 a.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(West Main Street), no contact; 11:52 
a.m.: animal complaint (Salem Street), 
loose goats; 4:51 p.m.: mv theft (Cherry 
Street), license plate stolen; 4:52 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Route 49), erratic oper-
ator; 4:59 p.m.: hit/run accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 7:15 p.m.: distur-
bance (Bixby Road), verbal altercation; 
7:32 p.m.: animal complaint (Donnelly 
Road), loose dog; 8:11 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 11:36 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); (total daily mv 
stops – 2).

TUESDAY, MAY 23
12:13-2:20 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 7:06 a.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(South Spencer Road), no contact; 7:21 
a.m.: residential alarm (Ash Street), 
services rendered; 9:34 a.m.: 911 call 
(North Brookfield Road), open line; 
10:05 a.m.: parking complaint (Valley 
Street), mv in d/way; 10:09 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Valley View Drive), con-
cerned re: husband; 10:26 a.m.: fraud 
(Mechanic Street), unemployment 
scam; 10:28 a.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), open line; 10:34 a.m.: 911 call 
(Charlton Road), open line; 11:34 
a.m.: restraining order service (West 
Main Street); 1:02 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Greenville Street), speeding; 2:18 p.m.: 
medical/general (Church Street); 3:28 
p.m.: medical/general (Gold Nugget 
Road); 3:34 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), open line; 4:18 p.m.: 911 call 
(Main Street), hang-up; 6:18 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (McCormick Road), 
injured porcupine; 6:22 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), rep. earlier incident; 
7:35 p.m.: intelligence/parole (West 
Main Street), info taken; 8:01 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Paxton Road), domes-
ticated duck in yard; 9:08 p.m.: distur-
bance (Town House Court), services 
rendered; 9:11 p.m.: medical/general 
(Kingsbury Road); 10:03 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Main Street), hang-up; 
(total daily mv stops – 3).

# # #

POLICE REPORTS
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

*Hardwood 
Floors

*1st Floor  
Familyroom

*30’ Bonus Room
* 2.5 bath
*Close to School 

and Easy  
Highway Access

DUDLEY-  FANTASTIC LOCATION  LOTS AVAILABLE- 
BUILD NOW!!!

4 Camelot Circle $599,900

CHARLTON- 12 Elliot Drive
5 Acres 

$124,900

WEBSTER- 1/2 Acre+
Water & Sewer Nearby

Rosemont Street
$80,000

HONORING THOSE 
WHO SERVED ON THIS

MEMORIAL DAY
2023

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II *  John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 Bates Point Road  

1st Time Offered! Impeccable Home! 6 Room, 3 bed-
room 2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, Master Bath.! Level Lot 
to the Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped!   $705,000

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 3 bed-
room Cape features eat in kitchen w/island, fireplace living & dining 
room. 2nd floor, 2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath!  $785,000

New listing ! “Build to Suit”
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly flat 

land, with gentle decline to waters edge. 
Sandy Shore line! Western views.

Call for a viewing!

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  Webster Lake 

Waterfront Lot 

WEBSTER - 16 BLUEBERRY LANE  

B l u e b e r r y 
Hill Scenic 
N e i g h b o r-
hood! Garri-
son Coloni-
al, 8 RMS, 4 
BRS, 2-1/2 
Baths, FR-

PL’D Family Room, 2 Car Garage $449,900

Webster Lake 
 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle & South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER- 42 EAST MAIN STREET 

Circa 1900 Cape style 3-4 BR. 1 Car Detached 
Garage. Zoned GB4 (Business)     $249,900

WEBSTER-5 SUMMIT ST
Large & Beautiful! 6 Bedroom Cape! Gently cared 
for. OFFERS 1,937+/- SF OF LIVING AREA W/6 BRS. 
LARGE 9,900 SF  LEVEL LOT, DET’D GARAGE & 
STORAGE SHED. CONVENIENT LOCATION,WALK-
ING DISTANCE TO SCHOOLS. PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
WEBSTER LAKE’S MEMORIAL BEACH !   $314,900.

WEBSTER-100 PARK AVENUE  
CUSTOM  3 bedroom Cape! 1400 +/- Sq Ft. of 

Living Area. 
Kitchen, Din-
ing room, 
Living room, 
H a r d w o o d 
Floors, 12’ 
x 12’ en-
closed porch. 
Natural Gas 

cooking Stove! Detached Garage. All on a 
14,000 Sq. Ft. Fully Landscaped Lot $325,000.     

DUDLEY - 25 BUDD DR.  
ON DEPOSIT!

Well Cared 
for 3 
Bedroom 
R a n c h ! 
G a r a g e . 
9,000 Sq. 
Ft. Lot.  

$285,000

Featured New Listing!
OXFORD - 72 OLD SOUTHBRIDGE RD

Welcome to this Unique Property! Custom Ranch Architecturally De-
signed for Entertaining! The 4.3 Acres Set Back off the Road offering 
Peace, Privacy & Tranquility !!. Wildlife!  Stone Walls & Pond Front-
age. Deck Offers both Screened in & Open Areas!  It’s Own Tiki Bar! 
Stunning Cathedral Wood Ceilings with Beams, 4 Skylights, Trapezoid 
Windows & Solid Wood Doors!!1 Level Living!! Kitchen Specifically 
planned for Large Gatherings! 24x34 Garage  $625,000

Featured New Listing!
WEBSTER - 791 SCHOOL ST 

Was “The Hubbard Estate”, Quality & Focus on Detail 
Throughout!  12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 4 baths, 2 - 1/2 baths. 
Hardwood floors, library, slate floor porch, fireplaced living 
room, solarium. Kitchen w/breakfast nook, dining room, pan-
try,  personal second stairway to upper level.  Lower level 
function room with large windows, half bath, walk-out access 
to gardens, inviting custom inground pool, tennis court. 3 car 
brick garage $824,900.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

SOLD

Jules Lusignan , Maureen Cimoch ,  T.A. King , Ellen Therrien , Adrienne James 

$1,252,000.00

1 W. Boylston St., #305, Worcester  • 508.612.1382 •  www.MesRealty.com

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk with RE/MAX Vision, 
was awarded 2022 and 2023 Emerald Level Top Pro-
ducer, which represents the top 2% in production, 
by the REALTOR Association of Central Massachu-
setts (RACM).  Top producers of the Association 
were recognized for outstanding production levels 
in real estate transactions based on dollar volume 
or units sold in the previous year.  Out of the 2,008 
active REALTOR members, only 9% of these mem-
bers qualified for these prestigious awards.  

Stolarczyk has been a member of RACM since she began her ca-
reer in 1998, and has been serving on the Professional Standards 
Committee for over 15 years.  RACM is celebrating their 100th year 
anniversary this year. 

Read what her clients are saying about their experience of buying or 
selling a property with Mary here: www.MesRealty.com. 

She can be reached at 508.612.1382.

Mary Vigliatura 
Stolarczyk

Broker

REAL ESTATE

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood
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Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

NEW LISTING- Ranch 
34 Colonial Rd., Worcester, MA 

BUYING OR SELLING A HOUSE?

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

There's no greater reward to us than to reward
 our community Heroes!

Call for  FREE Market Analysis or Buyer Consulation

Sandi Grzyb
Avenue Real Estate

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates
49 Main Street

 Sturbridge, MA 01540

“WE SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

CAMPOLITO REALTY GROUP
”Two Agents, One Goal = Your Real Estate needs!”

Chris Campolito 
Broker/Owner 

WHAT SETS US APART IN REAL ESTATE!
•Veteran Owned
•Family Owned
•Our Clients are our Family
•Pre-Staging & Interior design advice

•Helping to Organize your Move
•Experience Matters, 20 years 
combined

A phone call or text is FREE 
 774-200-5288 

Campolitorealty.com
Licensed in MA, CT & FL

Kelly Campolito 
Sales Agent/Stage & Interior Design

LOCAL
HONEST
EXPERIENCED

Donna Caissie
(774)641-3325
2SISTERSTEAM.COM

SCAN ME 
License #9559204

dcaissiehomes@yahoo.com
PO Box 652
Oxford, MA 01540

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

Hurley Firewood
Cut, Split, Delivered

GREEN
$200 per cord

Call John at 
508-958-4350

BIG FAMILY 

YARD SALE 

June 2,3,4 

Friday Saturday Sunday 

West Brookfield 

49 Snow Rd 

9-5 rain or shine 

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS 

THIS ONE 

Old stuff, good stuff, tools, 

collectibles antiques 

Wanted: 2nd Shift
Welder/Fabricator/Brake operator

CNC Machine Operator/Machinist/Programmer
Quality Inspector

Experience Requirements:
Welding: 5+ Years of Tig welding experience. Welding high nickel alloys (.015-
.375 Thick)
Fabrication/Brake: 2+ Years Fabrication Experience
CNC Position: Able to work independently. 2+ years of experience in tight tol-
erances, high-temp alloys, troubleshooting and ability to read and understand 
blueprints/GD&T.
Quality Control Inspector: Experience in mechanical inspection of machined 
components, 2+ Years Experience, troubleshooting and ability to read and un-
derstand blueprints/GD&T.

2nd Shift Hours: 4:00 PM – 12:30 AM
TO APPLY FOR ALL POSITIONS:

Email msalame@metalogicind.com,
 fill out application during 1st shift hours 8AM-5PM

Visit our website www.metalogicind.com 

Metalogic will not discriminate against any job seeker based on gender, race, 
veteran status, disability, or any other protected status. 

15 Wells Street 
Southbridge, MA 01550

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

be invited and partici-
pate in the opening cer-
emonies of the Unified 
Olympics at David 
Prouty High School,” 
said Spencer Police Chief 
Michael Befford. “Thank 
you to Superintendent 
Haughey for arranging 
for the Spencer Police 
Color Guard to present 
the colors during the 
opening ceremonies.”

The event was also 
attended by Spencer’s 
State Representatives, 

Donald Berthiaume and 
Peter Durant, as well as 
multiple school and com-
munity leaders.

“It was a great event, 
and we enjoyed seeing 
the kids have an opportu-
nity to compete and build 
camaraderie in a fun 
environment,” Durant 
said.

Officials from each 
school are thanked for 
helping to coordinate 
logistics for the event. 
Key program leaders 
included East Brookfield 
Elementary School 
Principal Ron Tomlin, 
EBES teacher Christine 
Lavin, and Knox Trail 

Middle School math 
teacher Peter Bogren.

“I have been a part of 
the Unified Olympics all 
three times that we have 
held it in our district,” 
Lavin said. “We love 
seeing the excitement in 
all participants leading 
up to the event. Then to 
see how much fun they 
have with their partners 
and other participants 
is beyond words. When 
you see their smiles and 
excitement during the 
events and hear all of the 
cheering of the partici-
pants and spectators, you 
know it is a success.”

Added DPHS teach-
er and event volunteer 
Tab Bassett, “This event 
does such a great job of 
bringing out the best in 
all of us.  I am always 
encouraged by the cama-
raderie  that the peers 
and athletes share.  It is 
heartwarming to watch 
the tremendous cooper-
ation that occurs  within 
each event while the ath-
letes are cheered on by 
the fans and their assis-
tants.”

According to the 
Special Olympics, about 
1.2 million people around 
the world take part in the 
organization’s Unified 

Sports program, which 
promotes inclusion 
through shared sporting 
experiences for students 
of all abilities.

“Unified Sports joins 
people with and without 
intellectual disabilities 
on the same team,” read a 
statement released by the 
Special Olympics. “It was 
inspired by a simple prin-
ciple: training together 
and playing together is a 
quick path to friendship 
and understanding.”

To learn more about 
Unified Sports, visit 
www.SpecialOlympics.
org.  

At SEBRSD, officials 

commend staff and stu-
dents for their commit-
ment to inclusion. 

“I am extremely proud 
to be a part of a learn-
ing community that is 
dedicated to upholding 
the mission of Special 
Olympics and Unified 
Sports, with all four of 
the schools recognized 
as Unified Champion 
Schools,” Haughey 
said. “This is an absolute 
credit to the faculty, staff, 
and leadership team who 
have worked together 
to make this program a 
reality.”

OLYMPICS
continued from page  A1

are excited to welcome her to our administration and 
look forward to working with her to better reach rural 
communities and help them grow.” 

An avid outdoor enthusiast, Gobi co-founded the 
Sportsmen’s Caucus, which convenes supporters of 
fishing, hunting, and other outdoor activities. She 
also serves as a member of the Veterans and Federal 
Affairs Committee. 

State and local leaders are looking forward to see-
ing Gobi translate her skills and experiences to the 
Governor’s administration.

 
“Massachusetts’ rural and small towns have such an 
important role to play in our state’s economy, and 
I’m excited to have a true champion of these com-
munities join Team Massachusetts,” said Economic 
Development Secretary Yvonne Hao. “Sen. Gobi has 
the knowledge, experience, and passion required to 
connect with the needs of rural towns and plug these 
municipalities into our state’s many economic devel-
opment resources.”  

A lifelong Spencer resident, Gobi graduated from 
Worcester State University and the Massachusetts 
School of Law. Prior to being elected to the legislature, 
Gobi taught at Leicester High School. She also ran her 
own law office and worked with victims of domestic 
violence at Central Mass Legal Assistance. 

Looking ahead, Gobi is eager for the 
next chapter of her career to begin. 
 
“I am thrilled to take on this important role and 
grateful to the Healey-Driscoll Administration for 
elevating our rural communities,” Gobi said. “While I 
will miss the legislature, I look forward to continuing 
to work for the needs of small towns throughout the 
Commonwealth as their advocate in state government.”  
  
Gobi is expected to start in her new role on  June 
5. Among her first proj-
ects will be a review 
of state grant oppor-
tunities, including the 
Community One Stop 
for Growth, to ensure 
that barriers for rural 
and small towns are 
mitigated. She will also 
host dedicated office 
hours for rural towns 
to enable officials to 
explore grant opportu-
nities. 

GOBI
continued from page  A1

panels; clear-cutting and 
deforestation; flooding 
and runoff; destruction 
of wildlife habitats; and 
potential issues that 
could arise during the 
decommissioning pro-
cess.

“These companies 
often bully, threaten, 
and intimidate,” said 
DeFosse, who served on 
the town’s Solar Bylaw 
Advisory Committee. 
“We have to protect our 
towns. The residents 
know what is best, not 
the state and the solar 
companies.”

Added Selectman Ralph 
Hicks, who also served on 
the Solar Bylaw Advisory 
Committee, “This has 
become a pattern of com-
panies seeking to come 
into town, put up their 
solar projects without lis-
tening to residents’ con-
cerns, then move on to 
the next town.”

Charlton Road resi-
dent Aaron Hutchins has 
raised several concerns 
about the impacts of the 
proposed Charlton Road/
Bacon Hill Road project 
on his adjacent property. 
If approved, the project 

would require workers 
to blast through six feet 
of granite to create an 
access road. The blasting 
site would be approxi-
mately 20 feet away from 
Hutchins’s well.

“In order for the grade 
of the road to be legal for 
town bylaws, they would 
have to go through this 
process of blasting to 
meet the correct grade,” 
said Hutchins, who has 
already dealt with signif-
icant issues from water 
runoff and sinkholes in 
his yard as a result of 
recent logging work done 
on the adjacent property. 
“I don’t want this road 
being built. This solar 
company has shown no 
concern for the impacts 
on safety, property val-
ues, and families.”

Hutchins also has 
concerns over potential 
impacts on his founda-
tion, windows, and walls, 
in addition to safety con-
cerns over a proposed 
post-and-rail fence to sep-
arate his yard from the 
new road.

Several other residents 
have expressed their 
concerns about the pro-
posed Ash Street project. 
In 2019, the original sub-
mission proposal sought 
a site plan review and a 

special permit for a large-
scale solar array, in addi-
tion to a subdivision. 

“The public hearing 
initially opened on Nov. 
19, 2019. After the Chair of 
the Planning Board and 
several other members 
resigned at the end of 
2021 and early 2022, there 
was no longer a quorum,” 
explained Town Planner 
Lauren Vivier in a previ-
ous interview. “In early 
2022, new members were 
appointed to the Board. 
The applicant needed 
to readvertise the proj-
ect; they withdrew the 
request for the special 
permit and site plan and 
removed all aspects of 
solar, and now here we 
are with just a subdivi-
sion before us.”

The current Ash Street 
subdivision plan does not 
contain solar elements, 
but if the Planning Board 
approves the propos-
al, officials anticipate 
the applicant to seek 
approval for a large-scale 
solar array. This would 
require both Planning 
Board and Conservation 
Commission approval.

In addition to the three 
items on the Planning 
Board slate for June 6, 
a hearing for another 
proposed solar project 
will take place on June 

20. The applicant, Peter 
Rundle-Solar Smart, 
LLC, is requesting a site 
plan review, special per-
mit, and stormwater per-
mit for a proposed project 
at 472 East Main St. The 
owner is Hillside Baptist 
Church, and the propos-
al calls for the develop-
ment of a large-scale, 
ground-mounted solar 
PV array.

Town bylaws cap large-
scale solar installations 
at 25. Spencer already has 
multiple arrays either in 
operation or entered into 
the review and permit-
ting process.

For many residents, 
fears of detrimental 
impacts continue to 
mount with each new 
proposal.

“These companies are 
fully prepared to put the 
hammer down on citizens 
and Planning Boards 
to get what they want,” 
warned DeFosse, who 
urges residents to regu-
larly attend meetings, 
ask officials for updates, 
and stay informed. “I 
fear these companies will 
keep trying to come into 
local towns, make their 
money, and then leave 
the problems for the 
towns.”

 

PLANNING
continued from page  A1

“Research shows that the 
middle grades play a piv-
otal role in influencing 
high school, college, and 
career success,” read the 
statement released by 
Daponde. “During this 
transitional time, it’s cru-
cial to provide students 
with access to relevant, 
engaging, and real-world 
learning experiences that 

illuminate the range of 
career paths and possi-
bilities available to them. 
Whether designing an 
automated robotics sys-
tem or solving a myste-
rious disease outbreak, 
PLTW Gateway students 
engage in critical and 
creative thinking, build 
teamwork skills, and 
develop a passion for and 
confidence in STEM sub-
jects.”

PLTW officials con-

gratulate all school lead-
ers and students who 
helped their institutions 
achieve the impressive 
Distinguished School 
honor.

“We are proud to rec-
ognize Leicester Middle 
School for their commit-
ment to providing stu-
dents with exceptional 
educational experienc-
es while ensuring equi-
table access to PLTW 
programs,” said PLTW 

President and CEO David 
Dimmett. “We congratu-
late them on this achieve-
ment and celebrate 
their important work in 
empowering students 
with the knowledge and 
skills to succeed, not only 
in STEM subjects but 
also more generally in 
life and career.”

The PLTW organiza-
tion also offers teacher 
training sessions and 
other resources to sup-

port educators as they 
engage their students in 
real-world learning. 

 
For more information 
about the organization, 
visit  www.pltw.org.    
To learn more 
about  Leicester Middle 
School’s  PLTW Gateway 
program, contact Adam 
Alesbrook at 508-892-7030. 

LMS currently serves 
425 students in grades 5-8. 

LMS
continued from page  A1
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Thank you for

For J.D. Power 2022 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. 1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 7/1/2023. Offer valid only on date of initial visit. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 28% off your entire purchase and 12 months $0 down, 0 
monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/11/2023 and 7/1/2023. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your 
entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional 
period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on 
purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are 
independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. 
All rights reserved. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

After 28 years, our installers have 
seen it all.

When it comes to home improvement, 
experience matters. Our Certified 
Master Installers are incredibly skilled 
professionals who’ve installed thousands 
of windows and doors. So, you can 
feel confident that your windows and 
doors—as well as your home—will be 
in the hands of expert craftspeople 
who’ve seen and done it all.

After 28 years, our Fibrex® material  
is still vastly superior to vinyl.

We custom build all of our windows with 
our exclusive composite material called 
Fibrex. Andersen® researched and tested 
Fibrex for decades before ever installing it 
in a home. Our windows feature reinforced 
seals for greater protection against drafts 
and sloped sills to drain water away. Don’t 
settle for vinyl windows when Fibrex is 
two times stronger than vinyl.

For 28 years, we’ve been making  
this project easy and stress-free.

We’re the full-service replacement 
window division of Andersen®, one 
of the oldest window companies in 
the country, so you know we’re not 
going anywhere. We manage and are 
accountable for everything—selling, 
manufacturing, installing and the 
warranty for all your windows and doors. 

Window & Door SALES EVENT!

Call to get this special price 
before July 1!

We’re celebrating our 28th anniversary—
we couldn’t have done it without you, and 
we wanted to give you our BIGGEST new 
customer DISCOUNT EVER.

1-800-209-2746

YearsYears 28 28

Until July 1

on windows, patio doors  
and entry doors1

with for

down monthly 
payments

interest
0$$0 0%%000 1 year1 year 1

Minimum purchase of four. Offer valid only on date of initial 
visit. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if 

paid in full within 12 months.

save 28% 28%save
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APPLIANCES • TELEVISION • TOYS 
MATTRESSES • BIKES-SHOP US FIRST!

TV DEALS
50” HISENSE �������������������������������$279�99 

(REGULARLY $549.99) 
55” HISENSE ....................................$299.99

(REGULARLY $549.99) 
65” HISENSE ....................................$449.99

(REGULARLY $649.99) 
55” SAMSUNG .................................$399.99 
(REGULARLY $449.99)
75” SAMSUNG .................................$679.99

(REGULARLY $799.99) 
85” SAMSUNG ...............................$1399.99 
(REGULARLY $1599.99)

5 CU. FT. 
CHEST FREEZER 

$21999
WAS $299.99

FRIGIDAIRE 
SIDE-BY-SIDE 

REFRIGERATOR 

$119999
WAS $1,599.99

MAYTAG TOP 
FREEZER 

18 CU. FT. 
$69999

WAS $899.99

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

#7150 

$39999
WAS $599.99

MAYTAG DISHWASHER 
#MDB4949SKZ 

$59999
WAS $849.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER 
#NED4655EW 

$43999

WAS $599.99

AMANA GAS RANGE  
#AGR1533CBAS • Sainless Steel

$59999

WAS $699.99

SAMSUNG 
WASHER 
$69999

WAS $899.99

MAYTAG. DRYER 
#MED4500HW 

$59999

WAS $699.99

10 CU. FT. 
CHEST FREEZER 

$47999
WAS $599.99

GE FRONT LOAD 
WASHER 

#GFW550

$79999
WAS $999.99

FRIGIDAIRE 
SMOOTH TOP 

ELECTRIC STOVE 

$69999
WAS $999.99

GE FRENCH 
DOOR BOTTOM 

FREEZER

$179999
WAS $2,699.99

20 CU. FT. 
UPRIGHT 

CHEST FREEZER 

$89999
WAS $1099.99

7 CU. FT. 
CHEST FREEZER 

$29999
WAS $399.99

GE
AIR CONDITIONER 

5000 BTU ACS 

$15999
WAS $189.99

WHIRLPOOL 
REFRIGERATOR 

 Counter Depth

$179999
WAS $2299.99

AMANA 
MICROWAVE 

#AMV2307

$19999
WAS $329.99

Store Hours: Mon.-Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10:00am-7:00pm

140 MAIN ST, SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM 

FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

100’S OF AIR CONDITIONERS IN STOCK!

GRILL 
SALE!
GRILL

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN:$199 
(REGULARLY $299)

FULL:$269 
(REGULARLY $499)

FULL:$299 
(REGULARLY 599)

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

WE REPAIR ALL BIKES

BIKE SALEBIKE SALE100’s of Deals

WM-35010370

Open
Memorial Day

10 to 7

MEMORIAL DAY SALE STILL GOING ON
Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Blue • Blush 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray 

• Construction Stone •Chip Stone 
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

Spring Is HERE!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 5:30am-2:00pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30-noon

Grill shuts down 30 minutes prior to close

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

Thank you to all our customers, 
Celebrating 5 years in business 

$5.00 off $40 or more 
Good for the month of June. 
Must present the coupon.

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at  

(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net or 
visit www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

ESCAPE TO ROCKPORT
JULY 22, 2023    $89

July 8
Cape Cod Canal Cruise with Lunch .......$125

Sept. 9
Hampton Beach Seafood Fest ............99

Sept. 16
Funny Girl at PPC........................$120

Sept. 23
Johnny Mathis in Concert ..............$130

Oct. 21
Mrs. Doubtfire at PPAC .................. $99

Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at  

(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net or visit 
www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

April 7-19, 2024  
12-Night Caribbean ..................... from $2099
Aboard Norwegian Getaway - Book Now for $100 pp Discount

 May 24-31, 2024  
7-Night Bermuda-Maine  ........... from $1699

Aboard Norwegian Gem -  Book Now for $100 pp Discount

 Aug. 30-Sept. 6, 2024 
7-Night Canada-New England .... from $1499

Aboard Norwegian Gem Book Now for $100 pp Discount  

FIND YOUR HAPPY PLACE 
~ FEEL FREE

788 Main Street, Holden
508-829-4794

389 Main Street, Spencer 
508-885-3560

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

6” Tomatoes
4 for 

$12.00
or $3.25 ea.

4” Tomatoes
4 for 

$10.00 
or $2.65 ea.

2 for 
11” Hanging Baskets

$39
 Select varieties. Reg. $21.99 ea.

Mon, Tues, Wed 9:30-6 • Thur, Fri 9:30-7
Sat 9:30-6 / Sun 11-5

www.StonebridgePress.com

Say it in 
living color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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