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Southbridge breaks ground for new fire station

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — “Decades in the making,” the
fire station project officially kicked off last week with
the formal groundbreaking of gold-painted shovels
tossing dirt around.

Of course, the real work has already begun, with
dump trucks hauling tons of dirt around the 129
Worcester Street property that will be its new home
for a few weeks now.

As Fire Chief Paul Normandin noted, this proj-
ect came about because of “the dedication of many
individuals,” some of them no longer alive, over
“countless meetings and hundreds if not thousands
of hours.”

Town Manager Jack Jovan said that began in 1999
“because they saw a vision that a new station was
needed.”

At that time, the council didn't support it, and over
the years, the plan was sidestepped to prioritize other
key projects, including a new police station and mid-

dle/high school. But nobody forgot, and the building E
committee was recreated in June 2015, with most of g

its members still involved.

One, John Szugda, has done it for 25-plus years. Re-
garding another, Joe Hulyk (now building committee
chair), Jovan said he “has truly been my partner as
we've continued this journey” and praised his “lead-
ership and dedication to this mission.”

“The last time something like this happened was
over 100 years ago,” Hulyk replied, referring to when

TOWN of SOUTHERIDGE 7 [

Clee Station

Gus Steeves
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BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Charlton
is seeing progress on Phase 1
of a restoration project for the
#2 Schoolhouse Building on
Northside Road, a historical sta-
ple of the town dating back to the
1840s.

The current phase of the proj-
ect is funded through a $50,000
Preservation Projects Fund
grant from the Massachusetts
Historical Commission as well as
additional authorized town fund-
ing in Charlton’s capital budget.
Bids for the project were opened
in February and work began
later in the year. The town part-

First phase of #2 Schoolbouse
renovations on schedule

nered with Cirrus Engineering
and Crocker Architectural Sheet
Metal for structural shoring,
slate roof replacement and exte-
rior repair work with the struc-
tural shoring and roof replace-

ment well underway.
Town Administrator Andrew
Golas said the renovation is pro-
Tum To SCHOOLHOUSE page 11

One of several batches of project participants gets their chance to toss some dirt around.

Ruth Wells

Center presents
Summerfest

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth Wells Center for the
Arts, located at 111 Main St. in Southbridge, is excit-
ed to present Summerfest on Saturday, June 21, rain
date of June 28. Summerfest runs 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and will feature more than 20 crafters with live music
by the Euphoralites. The galleries will be open with

Turn To SUMMERFEST page 11
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Bay Path Practical Nursing students attend prestigious
Women’s Leadership Conference on scholarship

CHARLTON — Seven students
from Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy — Elizabeth Achayo, Ra-
chel Anane, and Natasha Rovan of
Worcester; Chali Desrosiers of Ox-
ford; Ashley Rincon and Giselle Ro-
sario of Southbridge; and Delene
Sarsfield of Charlton — attended the
esteemed 2025 Worcester Regional
Chamber of Commerce and Worces-
ter Women’s Leadership Committee
(WWLC) Conference on scholarship.

Stefanie Silva, Programs and

Events Coordinator for the Worces-
ter Regional Chamber of Commerce,
personally congratulated the stu-
dents via email upon their accep-
tance to the event. “We are SO excit-
ed to see you all at the DCU Center to
celebrate our Sweet 16!” Silva wrote,
referencing the conference's 16th an-
niversary.

Held on Thursday, June 12 at the
Worcester DCU Center, the one-day
conference drew more than 700 at-
tendees, primarily women profes-

sionals from across the region. Now
in its 16th year, the Worcester Wom-
en’s Leadership Conference is the
largest event of its kind in Central
Massachusetts, offering participants
invaluable opportunities for busi-
ness networking, professional devel-
opment, and personal growth.

The conference aims to empower
and inspire women by addressing
issues that impact both their per-
sonal and professional lives. “Thank
you to our Presenting Sponsors, The

Hanover Insurance Group Inc. and
UMass Memorial Health, for their
continued support, along with all of
our incredible sponsors who help
make Central MA’s largest women’s
conference possible,” added Silva.

The scholarship opportunity pro-
vides an inspiring platform for the
Bay Path nursing students to broad-
en their leadership skills and con-
nect with a diverse network of wom-
en leaders throughout the region.
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QCC Math Team scores double victory

WORCESTER — Quin-
sigamond Community Col-
lege has secured two first-
place victories in regional
mathematics competitions.
The QCC math team has
been awarded the Lois
A. Martin Student Math
League Award for placing
first among all New En-
gland Mathematical Associ-
ation of Two-Year Colleges
(NEMATYC) Student Math
League teams, while simul-
taneously claiming first
place in the entire North-
east Region of the Ameri-
can Mathematical Associ-
ation of Two-Year Colleges
(AMATYC) Student Math
League competition.

Under the guidance of
Professor of Mathemat-
icsIbar Delacruz, who
served as the team's mod-
erator, QCC students tack-

led complex mathematical
challenges throughout the
competition. The team's
success reflects not only
the students' mathematical
abilities, but also the sup-
portive learning environ-
ment of QCC.

"It's fun. I enjoy solving
math problems," said Ben

Carpenter, one of the
top-scoring students.
With a background in IT,

Carpenter found that math
courses at QCC provide
good practice for how com-
puters operate and hopes to
pursue a career in cyberse-
curity. He shared how his
mathematical talents were
recognized by Professor of
Mathematics Steve  Zona,
who invited him to help
outside of class, eventual-
ly leading Ben to become a
peer tutor.

«Capstone

"Now people I have tu-
tored are becoming tutors
as well," Carpenter noted.

Isabel Thies, another
top performer, shared a dif-
ferent journey. She didn't
enjoy math in high school
and came to QCC as an un-
decided major. But Theis’s
professors noticed her abil-
ities and encouraged her to
explore mathematics. She
ended up joining the Liberal
Arts-Mathematics program
and sees a future in scientif-
ic research and innovation.

For Thies, the competi-
tion provided unexpected
opportunities.

"It was really exciting
to represent QCC and our
math program, especially
because we were going up
against some big compet-

itors," Thies said, adding,
"T've found a math commu-
nity here, which I was not
expecting."

Team member Quoc
Le, who "really loves math
and talking to people about
math," expressed a simi-
lar sentiment of belonging
between math-focused stu-
dents. He plans to pursue
mechanical or electrical
engineering but expressed
interest in keeping in touch
with other QCC students.

Fellow team member Vi-
jay Kesavan noted the align-
ment between their QCC
coursework and what's of-
fered at other renowned in-
stitutions.

"MIT (Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology) has
open tests available. Look-

Grange holding weekly
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of bread 37. Plants in the chamomile tribe
5. Range of mountains 38. Revolutionary War era spy
10. Ended 40. Portion of a book
12. Musical forms with a 41. Hoover’s office
recurring theme 42, Title of respect
14. On the nature of being 44. Tax collector
16. Law enforcement agency 45. Cool!
18. Australian flightless bird 48. Real estate
19. Subway rodent 50. Boy’s name
20. More dried-up 52. Airborne (abbr.)
22. A beaver might build one 53. Strongly recommends
23. Suggestive of the supernatural 55. Hit lightly
25. Art __, around 1920 56. Bar bill
26. American rocker Snider 57. Atomic #54
27. Not or 58. Devotes again
28. Earliest human: _ -Magnon  63. Fish sauce
Man 65. French stock market
30. Firearm 66. Things that consist of two
31. Tough outer skin of fruit elements or parts
33. Alternative form of a gene 67. Tense
35. Low shrub some call “fat pork™

CLUES DOWN

1. Retired game show host Sajak 2
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. Ceramic jars

2. Equal (prefix) 32. 1 (German)

3. Israeli city _ Aviv 34. Something to toss on a fire

4. Loved 35. The process of flowing in

5. A type of analyst 36. A series of acts at a night club
6. Ad 39. Egg of a louse

7. Gasteyer and de Armas are two 40,
8. Ran without moving 43,

Inquire too closely
Travelers

9. Opposite of yes 44. Drink

10. Diffuse clouds of gas 46. Behave in a way that degrades

11. Mentioning one by one 47. Electronic music style

13. Instruments used to dilate 49. Northern Ireland city

15. Freshwater fish 51. Upset

17. Remotely-manned flying 54. Stiff structure resembling a hair
objects 59. Father

18. Doctor of Education 60. North Atlantic fish

21. Renews 61. 8th month (abbr.)

23. Not the start 62. Make an effort
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4. Commercial

24, Pitching stat
27. Small water buffaloes
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farmers' market

CHARLTON — Craving honey, pies, veggies, pizza or
mushrooms? Need some reusable bags, soap, art, or a bird-
house?

Vendors of all of them and other things are regulars at
the Charlton Grange's Farmers Market, held on the town
Common every Wednesday from 4-7 p.m. between late May
and October.

Come down, chow down and meet your community!

REAL ESTATE

Charlton

$650,000, 12 Elliott Dr, Elliott P Burlingame Sons, to Ri-
ley, Sean, and Riley, Kayla.

$400,000, 293 N Sturbridge Rd, Pettinelli, Dawn M, to Ste-
vens, Tyler, and Albin, Alexis.

$225,000, 30 Carpenter Hill Rd, Eager, Robert F, to Mac-
neil & Sons Const Inc.

$50,000, 93 A F Putnam Rd, Davey, Pamela C, to Elliott P
Burlingame & So.

Holland
None

SOUTHBRIDGE

$520,000, 62 Lovely St, Nala Investments LLC, to
Rougeaux, Christophe.

$495,000, 228 Hamilton St, Almanzar, Yelissa, to Lcr Ma
Properties LLC.

$391,700, 25 Hartwell Ter, Demers, Cheryl, to Demers,
Holly A, and Demers, Sean.

$360,000, 12 Chartier Ln, Julian, James L, to Riggieri,
Sante S.

$340,000, 781 Ashland Ave, Huberdault, Matthew, and
Huberdault, Marybeth, to Roy, Amanda.

$279,000, 337 Charlton St, Morrissette Leo Est, and Dav-
ey, Jonathan J, to Lopez, Daniel.

$245,000, 691 Guelphwood Rd, Jandreau, Michael F, and
Santander Bank Na, to Daou Inc.

$87,000, 179 River St, Arvelo, Hector N, to Negron, Luis
A.

STURBRIDGE

None
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ing at them, I saw a lot of overlap with
Professor De La Cruz's class," he said.
All of these award-winning stu-
dents have been accepted to Worcester
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) for the fall
semester, demonstrating how QCC's
mathematics program serves as a foun-
dation for continued academic success.

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays

........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays.. e 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.....cccooeveevveeiiririereceeeeeenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoOLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 243-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
e Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
www.charltonfedchurch.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
o Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
« Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. t0 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
* Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
« Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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Bay Path nursing students volunteer at
blood pressure clinic

CHARLTON — Mi-
chelle Drumm, C.D.P,
Director of the Charl-
ton Council on Aging,
recently expressed her
appreciation for the
Practical Nursing stu-
dent volunteers from the
Bay Path Practical Nurs-
ing Academy’s Class of
2025. The Academy has
concluded its free blood
pressure screening ini-
tiative for the academic
year, which was held
monthly at the Charlton
Senior Center.

Throughout the
school year, Practical
Nursing students volun-
teered their time on the
last Wednesday of each
month, from 10:30 to
11:30 a.m., at the Charl-
ton Senior Center locat-
ed at 37 Main St. These
screenings provided se-
niors with valuable in-
sights into their cardio-
vascular health.

“It is wonderful to see
our Practical Nursing
student volunteers com-

pressure. Often, there
are no warning signs or
symptoms.”

According to the
American Heart Associ-
ation, one in three U.S.
adults has high blood
pressure. Of those, 22
percent are unaware
of their condition, 69
percent are receiving
treatment, and only 45
percent have their blood
pressure under control.
The free screenings aim
to promote awareness
and encourage seniors
to make regular blood
pressure monitoring

RANSMISS\O

part of their healthcare
routine.

The final student
volunteers for this ac-
ademic year were Bob-
bie Jo Smith of North
Brookfield and Kate-
lyn Smith of Charlton,
both members of the
Practical Nursing Class
of 2025. Bobbie Jo has
served as a Shift Super-
visor with the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts
for over eight years,
working in the North
Central Group Homes.
She was recently in-
ducted into the National

Iransmission Specialists

405 E. Main St. (Rt.131)
Southbridge, MA

NS Proudly Serving Our
Community for 23 years!

plete another successful
year of service at the
Charlton Senior Center
under Michelle’s lead-
ership,” said Gretheline

Bolandrina, DHA, MSN
Ed, RN, CRRN, Director
of Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy. “Hy-
pertension remains one

of the most common
chronic conditions in
the US., and it’s cru-
cial for individuals to
be aware of their blood

Technical Honor Society.
Katelyn, a 2018 graduate
of Bay Path Regional Vo-
cational Technical High
School's  Cosmetology
program, is also a proud
member of the current
nursing class.

Both students are cer-
tified in Mental Health
First Aid and Dementia
Care and have complet-
ed specialized training
in Domestic Violence,
reflecting their commit-
ment to comprehensive,
compassionate care.

Transmission and

Foreign & Domestic
4WD & AWD

Nathan Wright of Sturbridge

named to University of
Alabama Dean’s List

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Nathan Wright was named to The University of
Alabama Dean’s List for Spring Semester 2025.

A total of 14,289 students enrolled during Spring Semester 2025 at The
University of Alabama were named to the dean's list with an academic re-
cord of 3.5 (or above) or the president's list with an academic record of 4.0
(all A's). These driven students are making waves across UA's more than 70
undergraduate programs and 12 colleges and schools.

The UA dean's and president's lists recognize full-time undergraduate
students. The lists do not apply to graduate students or undergraduate stu-
dents who take less than a full course load.

For more information visit news.ua.edu.

The University of Alabama, part of The University of Alabama Sys-
tem, is the state's flagship university. UA shapes a better world through its
teaching, research and service. With a global reputation for excellence, UA
provides a forward-thinking environment and over 200 degree programs
on a beautiful,
student-centered
campus. A leader
in cutting-edge
research, UA ad-
vances discovery,
creative inquiry
and knowledge

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

through ~ more Osteoarthritis

than 30 research of Hands - Knees- Hips.
cente?rs. As the Back and Shoulder Problems
st.ate S largest Rheumatoid Arthritis
higher educa-

-
* ) Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”
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WASTE SERVICE '
Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

Spring
Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

tion institution,
UA drives eco-
nomic growth in
Alabama and be-
yond.

Roll Off Containers
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for the Homeowner
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Windows &
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Cornerstone Bank Local students graduate
from Nichols College

steps up: donations
fuel life-changing
mentorships

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank,
a community bank with locations
throughout Central Massachusetts,
has made two generous donations to-
taling $30,000 to support children in
need through individual mentoring.
The contribution will help fund pro-
grams run by Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Central Massachusetts & Metrow-
est.

“We know that mentoring helps
children realize their potential,” said
Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd Tallman.
“Role models can set kids up for suc-
cess. We’re grateful to be able to sup-
port this wonderful mission.”

Cornerstone donated $25,000 as part
of the Big Brothers Big Sisters Big Cel-
ebration which was held on Saturday,
April 5. The bank was the main “Big
Vibe Sponsor” and Tallman was an
honoree, being recognized for 10 years
of service and his commitment to the
organization. Tallman serves as trea-
surer of the board of directors.

An additional $5,000 contribution
is going toward the Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Central Massachusetts &
Metrowest Golf Fore Kids tournament
at the Marlborough Country Club,
coming up on Monday, May 19.

“We hope the financial support al-
lows for even more partnerships be-
tween children and adults in the com-
munity,” said Tallman. “It goes both
ways. Littles are empowered while
their Bigs are also fulfilled in ways
they couldn’t have imagined. That’s
the magic of Big Brothers Big Sisters.”

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was formed in
2017, born of a long history of support-
ing the community, and providing a
strong foundation to help people and

businesses thrive. Serving Worcester
County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone
Bank’s local presence and commu-
nity-based banking model enables a
unique ability to deliver outstanding
service, with a personal touch. Cor-
nerstone provides the highest level of
service and expertise for individuals,
businesses, and community organiza-
tions with branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts. Corner-
stone works to connect customers with
opportunities through a broad range of
deposit and loan products and services.
Built on Trust is not just a tagline, but
also one of our guiding corporate val-
ues. Whether a business or personal
partnership, Cornerstone stands on
the foundation that relationships are
built on trust. To learn about Corner-
stone Bank’s personal and business
banking offerings, please visit corner-
stonebank.com orcall800-:9399103.

DUDLEY — Nichols College proud-
ly congratulates the spring 2025
graduating class, who earned their
academic degrees at the College's com-
mencement ceremony on May 3 at the
DCU Center in Worcester, Mass. Anne
F. Ackerley, a senior advisor to the re-
tirement business at BlackRock and
former head of the firm's U.S. Retire-
ment Group, delivered the commence-
ment address.

The following local students earned
the degrees listed:

Jaelin Rheaume, of Charlton,
earned a Bachelor of Arts

Chris Rogalski, of Charlton, earned
a Bachelor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration

Adam Shields, of Charlton, earned
a Bachelor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration

Dylan Smaltz, of Charlton, earned
a Bachelor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration

Matthew Healy, of Charlton, earned
a Master of Business Administration

Lindsey Houghton, of Southbridge,
earned a Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration

Henry Baez, of Southbridge, earned
a Master of Business Administration

Marya Dejesus, of Southbridge,
earned a Master of Business Admin-
istration

Michael Peloza of Brimfield, earned
a Bachelor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration

We applaud these students for their
achievement.

About Nichols College

Nichols College has earned busi-
ness accreditation from the presti-
gious Association to Advance Colle-
giate Schools of Business (AACSB
International), the longest serving
global accrediting body for business
schools and the largest business edu-
cation network connecting learners,
educators, and businesses worldwide.
Founded in 1815, Nichols transforms
today's students into tomorrow's lead-
ers through a dynamic, career-focused
business and professional education.
Nichols offers real-world learning
focused on professional depth - com-
bined with vibrant living, competitive
athletics, and an unmatched alumni
advantage - equipping students to ex-
ceed their own expectations. www.
nichols.edu

CONGRATULATIONS, TCA CLASS OF 2025!

Courtesy

Trinity Catholic Academy
is incredibly proud of our
graduates! They have dis-
tinguished themselves as
outstanding students—
both academically and
spiritually. As they prepare
for their next journey, we
send them off with our
prayers, blessings, and
best wishes for continued
success. Congratulations
to Valedictorian Layla Beu
and Salutatorian Chloe
Cahill.

= 508-248.9797 LTOPane

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MEEPRAL Tanks Filled

PROPANE

PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

{1511 $5.70 300-500......00000 $255 {0 80%
50-75..., e $240 ]
751500 $3.05 Dutel Fuel .. $375 _ Driver
150-300......$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

e\londay price 6/16/25 was s2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” ﬂi;
P I

*prices subject to change
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Trevor Nielsen
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rse LumberCosline?
|/ Building Materials & Supplies h
Lumber ® Insulation ® Mouldings
Drywall ® Ceilings ® Flooring
Hardware ® Cements ® Siding ® Roofing
| Windows ® Doors ® Concrete Block

. Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn * Dimension Lumber
Boards ® Timbers ® Industrial Lumber
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994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

—
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“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 » Fax: 508-347-6985

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

‘Couvmier JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Cormier family since 1947,
Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!
We huy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com
Call or Text (508)764-7415

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

V(orin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ [0

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media G
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FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Weekly during Sum-

mer Reading.

TAKE & MAKE
CRAFTS

Beginning  Monday

mornings and while sup-
plies last, pick up a Take
and Make craft to do at
home.

Week 1: Acrylic Book-
marks

Week 2: Upcycled Vas-
es/Mason Jars

Week 3: Origami

Week 4: Photo Frames

Week 5: Shrink Art
Keychains

Week 6: Cork Coasters

Tuesday, June 24
6:30pm to 7:30pm

BOOK BITES

Kick off the Teen &
Adult Summer Reading
Program with our annu-
al Book Bites program.
Several JHPL staff and
patrons will present for a
few minutes about their
favorite 2 to 3 books, or
something great they’ve
read recently. Come join
us for light refreshments
and discussion. No regis-
tration is required.

Wednesday, June 25
through Wednesday, July
2 - All day

PUZZLE WALL

Bring your thinking
caps to the library as
you work to solve one
of Co-Operatives Rooms
themed puzzle walls!
Groups of two or more
will work on solving both
sides of the wall, wind-
ing their way through
clues and unraveling a
mystery together! This
fun and engaging instal-
lation will be available
during regular library
hours on our main floor;
though best suited for
adults & teens and chil-
dren ages 10 and older,
families are encouraged
to play together and in-
clude younger kids. Stop
by anytime we're open
and give it a try!

Thursday, July 8
6:00pm to 7:30pm

INTRO TO MAGIC:
THE GATHERING

Kids ages 12-17 are
invited to join the JHPL
for a fun and casual in-
troduction to the popular
card game Magic: The
Gathering! Participants
will learn basic game-
play rules, what it takes
to build their own deck,
and how to play an ac-
tual match. No previous
experience is necessary
and all materials will be
provided. Space is limit-
ed and registration is re-
quired.

Tuesday, July 8
7:30pm to 8:00pm
VIRTUAL - THRILL-

ER/HORROR BOOK
RECS WITH BOOKS-
TAGRAMMER JODY
BLANCHETTER AKA @
REDREADREVIEWS

Not sure what to read
next? Join Bookstagram-
mer Jody Blanchette aka
(@redreadreviews each
month for 30 minutes of
pure book recommenda-
tions - the best of horror
and thrillers out there!
Were sure youll find
something to like from
Jody's many enthusiastic
reviews. Registration is
required.

Monday, July 14
7:00pm to 8:00pm

VIRTUAL - “CAPTAIN
KIDD: A TRUE STORY
OF TREASURE AND
BETRAYAL” WITH AU-
THOR SAMUEL MAR-
QUIS

We are excited to chat
with author Samuel Mar-
quis about his most re-
cent book, "Captain Kidd:
A True Story of Treasure
and Betrayal" which is
both thrilling and trag-
ic. Behind the legend is
a real man woven into
the tapestry of early
America, rendering him
a unique colonial hero
and scapegoat whose life
story was fascinating,
exciting, bizarre, and
heartrending. Doesn't
that sound fascinating?
We hope you can join us!
This is a Zoom event and
registration is required.

Tuesday, July 15
6:00pm to 7:30pm

SNAP-ED COOKING
CLASS FOR ADULTS

Join Lauren, the
SNAP-ED Garden Educa-
tor from Ascentria Care
Alliance, for a fun and
educational class where
we will learn how to pre-
pare delicious snacks
and meals using season-
al fruits and vegetables.
Registration is required.

Thursday, July 17 -
5:00pm to 6:00pm

ONE UP GAMES FOR
TEENS AND ADULTS

One Up Games will
be hosting their Open
Gameplay with Virtual
Reality headsets! Join us
for some video game fun!
Gaming systems include:
Nintendo Switch, XBox
Series S, PlayStation 4,
and Oculus Quest 2. Reg-
istration is required.

Thursday, July 17 -
6:30pm to 7:30pm

WOMEN’S FICTION
BOOK RECS WITH

KRISTAN HIGGINS
Love women's fiction
but not sure what to
read next? Join bestsell-
ing author, Kristan Hig-
gins (and Ashland fave!),

ANC

SPHALT P

s

READING CALENDAR

quarterly for 30 minutes
of pure book recommen-
dations - the best of wom-
en's fiction out there!
Were sure youll find
something to like from
Kristan's many enthusi-
astic reviews. This is a
Zoom event and registra-
tion is required.

Friday, July 18 - 5:30pm
to 8:00pm

PIZZA & PUZZLES:
PUZZLE RACE

8 teams will be given
the same puzzle to finish
in the allotted 2 hours.
Thefirst team to complete
the puzzle wins! There
will be prizes for the first
place and the runner up
teams. Teams may have
between 2 and 6 mem-
bers. Pizza will be served
at 5:30pm. The Puzzle
Race starts promptly at
6:00pm! Registration is
required. There will be a
seperate sign up for those
who would like to partic-
ipate but do not have a
team. Participation is not
guaranteed.

Saturday, July 19
11:00am to 12:00pm

BRING THE BEACH
HOME: SEA GLASS
CRAFTING

Create your own coast-
al-inspired art in this fun,
hands-on workshop! Glue
colorful sea glass piec-
es onto a wooden base
to design a unique and
beautiful piece of art. All
materials provided, and
no experience is need-
ed. Join us to relax, get
creative, and take home
a piece of stunning sea
glass art!

Tuesday, July 22
6:30pm to 7:30pm

WORLD BUILDING
BOOK GROUP

This month’s book is
“A Short Walk Through a
Wide World” by Douglas
Westerbeke.

Wednesday, July 23 -
6:30pm to 7:30pm

DISCOVERING
HERBS: A HANDS-ON
WORKSHOP WITH
SNAP-ED

Join Lauren, The
SNAP-ED Garden Educa-
tor from Ascentria Care
Alliance, for an engaging
workshop where you'll
dive into the fascinating
world of common herbs!
Learn about the history,
uses, and care of popu-
lar herbs like basil, rose-
mary, and sage from our
knowledgeable instruc-
tor. After gaining insight
into herb gardening,
you'll pot your very own
herbs to take home and
nurture! Perfect for teens
and adults, this hands-on
event combines educa-

DAVE’S
APPLIANCE Inc.

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

Il

T3 FAMILY OWNED |
At AND OPERATED
3 CENERATIONS

e

Major
Brands
Sales &
Service

All 508-867-3122 &
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 7~

www.davesapp.com o

42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 e Fri 9-5 « Sat 10-3

r"(:!uality counts S
when no one o
is looking.” _BBB.
Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

Whirlpool

ASPHALT PAVING INC.

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 < 7=
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured ¢ Owner/Operator

J

tion with creativity. Don’t
miss out on the chance to
grow your green thumb
and enjoy the fresh fla-
vors of home-grown
herbs! Registration is re-
quired.

Tuesday, July 29
6:00pm to 7:00pm

SNAP-ED COOKING
CLASS FOR ADULTS

Join Lauren, the
SNAP-ED Garden Educa-
tor from Ascentria Care
Alliance, for a fun and
educational class where
we will learn how to pre-
pare delicious snacks
and meals using season-
al fruits and vegetables.
Registration is required.

Wednesday, July 30 -
2:00pm to 3:00pm

VIRTUAL "V IS
FOR VENOM: AGATHA
CHRISTIE’S CHEMI-
CALS OF DEATH WITH
AUTHOR DR. KATHRYN
HARKUP

We are such huge Ag-
atha Christie fans and

this book is right up our
alley! Dr. Kathryn Hark-
up, writer, science com-
municator and vampi-
rologist, will be with us
discussing her book "V is
for Venom: Agatha Chris-
tie's Chemicals of Death".
With a tagline of "Four-
teen stories. Fourteen
more poisons. Just be-
cause it's fiction doesn't
mean it's all made-up ...",
you just can't go wrong!
Join us for this fun and
fascinating conversation!
This is a Zoom program
and registration is re-
quired.

Wednesday, August 6 -
4:45pm to 7:45pm

DUNGEONS & DRAG-
ONS GAME NIGHT FOR
ADULTS

Ever wanted to play
Dungeons & Dragons or
other tabletop role play-
ing games (also known
as RPGs) but didn't know
where to start? Join us
for a night of adventure,
comradery, and excite-

ment for Adult D&D
Night! Our Dungeon
Masters will lead their
groups on a fantastic ad-
venture in one evening.
Character sheets will be
provided to save time and
to get play started quick-
ly. Previous experience
is not required and new-
comers are encouraged
to attend. Registration is
required.

We are thankful for
the organizations and
businesses that make
the Summer Reading
Program possible. This
year's sponsors include:
The Friends of the Josh-
ua Hyde Public Library,
BT's Smokehouse, Alter-
natives for Health, South-
bridge Credit Union,
Entertainment Luxury
Cinemas, the Massachu-
setts Library System, the
Boston Bruins, Ascentria
Health Alliance and the
Massachusetts Board of
Library Commissioners.

JostuA HyDE PuBLICc LIBRARY

306 Main St., Stur-
bridge

508-347-2512

mayent@cwmars.org

ONE-TIME
PROGRAMS

KIDS

Thursday, June 26 ~
all day

PRIDE: CHALK THE
WALK

Thursday, July 8 at
6:00pm to 7:30pm
INTRO TO MAGIC:

- THE GATHERING

For ages 12-17. Regis-
tration is required.

Thursday, dJuly 10
from 11:00am to 12:00pm

SING & SWING
WITH DEB HUDGINS

Registration is re-
quired.

Thursday, dJuly 10
from 3:30PM to 5:30PM

COMFY COZY
READING PARTY

Thursday, July 17
from 3:00pm to 6:00pm

ONE UP GAMES

Open gameplay with
virtual reality head-
sets. 3:00pm to 5:00pm
~ Players aged 7 to 12.
5:00pm to 6:00pm ~
Players aged 13 plus &
adults. Registration is
required.

Friday, July 25 at
2:30pm & 3:30pm

ANIMALS OF THE
RAINFOREST WITH
JOYS OF NATURE

Live animal show.
Registration is required
for the 2:30pm OR the
3:30pm show.

Thursday, July 31

. from 3:30pm to 4:30pm

ROCK PAINTING
Registration is re-
quired.

RECURRING KIDS
PROGRAMS

Thursday, June 26 &
Thursday, July 24 from

6pm to 7pm

FAMILY GAME
NIGHT

Wednesday, July 2,

Wednesday, July 16 &
Wednesday, July 30 at

2:30pm
TODDLER TIME
SENSORY PLAY
Tuesday, July 8 &
Tuesday, July 22 at
2:00pm

SNAP-ED: COOKING
FOR KIDS!

Registration
quired

is Re-

Friday, June 27, Fri-
day, July 18 & Friday,
August 1 at 2:30pm

OPEN CRAFTING
FOR KIDS!

DROP-IN SUMMER
CRAFTS FOR KIDS:

Saturdays from 12pm
to 4pm

June 28 - Bead and
Stamp Craft

July 12 - Shark Craft

July 19 - Animal Hab-
itat Craft

July 26 - Paper Mosa-
ic Craft

WEEKLY KIDS PRO-
GRAMS

MONDAY MORNING
MOVIES

Mondays at 10:30am

June 30 - Wreck It
Ralph (PG)

July 7 - Angry Birds
(PG)

July 14 - The Super
Mario Bros Movie (PG)

July 21 - Jumanji
(PG)

July 28 - Detective Pi-
kachu (PG)

Aug 4 - Sonic the
Hedgehog (PG)

MAKE
DAYS:

Mondays at 3:30pm

Registration is re-
quired.

Register for one or
all sessions.

June 30 - Minecraft

July 7 - Pokémon

July 14 - Sonic the
Hedgehog

July 21 - Super Mario

July 28 - Roblox

IT MON-

August 4 - Animal
Crossing

SUMMER STORY
TIME:

Tuesdays at 10:45am

7/1, 7/8, 7/15, 7/22,
7/29 and 8/5

Join us for stories,
songs, rhymes, and a
craft!

SUMMER BABY
TIME

Wednesdays at
10:45am

7/2, 7/9, 7/16, 7/23,
7/30, 8/6

Join us for rhymes,
songs, and lap bounces!

FRONT LAWN FRI-
DAYS:

Fridays at 10:45am

6/27, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25
and 8/1

Join us for stories
and outdoor play!

We are thankful for
the organizations and
businesses that make
the Summer Reading
Program possible. This
year's sponsors include:
The Friends of the Josh-
ua Hyde Public Library;,
BT's Smokehouse, Al-
ternatives for Health,
Southbridge Credit
Union, Entertainment
Luxury Cinemas, the
Massachusetts Library
System, the Boston Bru-
ins, Ascentria Health
Alliance and the Mas-
sachusetts Board of Li-
brary Commissioners.

Green Path Cannabis in Southbridge, Massachusetts, is
proud to offer a monthly record expungement program!
Each month, Green Path will choose one interested per-
son to receive legal services to evaluate and assist their
petitions to seal or expunge a criminal record of cannabis
possession. Green Path will give hiring consideration to
qualified participants as well as their spouses and chil-
dren if an employment vacancy exists.

Please apply for consideration at greenpathcannabis.com or
email kailyhepburn@kailyhepburnlaw.com.
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This is
your brain
on fun

When'’s the last time you had some
real, stupid, joyful fun?

Not the kind that’s scheduled on a
calendar or costs $85 a ticket. I mean
the kind of fun that sneaks up on you
and reminds you life isn’t all stress
and headlines. A kitchen dance-off. A
late-night ice cream run. A ridiculous
game of charades where everyone
ends up crying from laughter.

We forget how much we need that.

The world’s heavy enough. People
are tired. Disconnected. But fun, real,
low-stakes, no-reason fun brings us
back to life. It connects us and reminds
us we're human.

And there’s science to it. Research
from Harvard found that playfulness,
humor, and spontaneous joy reduce
cortisol levels, improve brain function,
and increase our capacity for empathy
and resilience. Even the Harvard Law
Review has noted how community and
levity can improve public well-being
and reduce conflict which sounds pret-
ty good right about now. Fun doesn’t fix
everything. But it makes everything
easier to carry.

Harvard Study on Happiness: A
long-term Harvard study on adult de-
velopment found that close relation-
ships and shared joyful experiences
are the strongest predictors of health
and longevity more than money or
fame. Fun, especially when shared,
strengthens those bonds.

Stanford Neuroscience Research:
Engaging in fun and playful activities
increases dopamine levels, which im-
prove mood, motivation, and focus. It’s
your brain’s natural “reward” system.

National Institute for Play: This in-
stitute emphasizes that play reduces
stress, boosts creativity, and improves
overall well-being, especially when it
includes laughter or spontaneous mo-
ments.

American Journal of Lifestyle Med-
icine: Reports that people who priori-
tize leisure and play have lower levels
of cortisol (the stress hormone), im-
proved immune function, and reduced
risk of cardiovascular disease.

More examples of everyday fun:

Hosting a “bad movie night” with
neighbors and popcorn.

Setting up a spontaneous water bal-
loon fight on a hot day.

Having a board game potluck every-
one brings a snack and a game.

Organizing a “slow bike ride” zero
competition, just cruising.

Creating a temporary sidewalk
chalk gallery on your street.

Starting a DIY music night a few in-
struments, no expectations.

Holding a “try something new”
night. People teach each other random
skills like yoyo tricks, juggling, or how
to whistle with fingers.

OPINION

Mix up These “Solutions” to
Your Gardening Challenges

It’s growing season
and nearly every suc-
cessful backyard gar-
dener uses a few tricks
of the trade to ensure
success. But the average
gardener is not without
challenges this time of
year, whether it is repel-
ling pesky garden pets
or curing black spot dis-
ease. With this in mind,
the following tried and
true “recipes,” made
from ordinary household
ingredients offer a cre-
ative solution to common
garden problems.

%%

Flower Bed Pet Deter-
rent

Made from pantry dry
goods, this chemical free
recipe has been used for
generations of gardeners
to repel pets from garden
beds.

Ingredients: one part
cayenne pepper; two
parts dry mustard pow-
der; four parts flour

Directions: Mix in a
large paper grocery bag
by holing the neck of the
bag and shaking it. Dis-
tribute generously in the
beds. Repellent must be
reapplied after watering.

%%

Cut Garden Flower
Preservative

The theory behind
this recipe is that Lister-
ine contains sucrose and
a bactericide to extend
the life of cut flowers.

Ingredients: two ounc-
es Listerine mouthwash;
one gallon water

Directions: Mix to-
gether and pour into
vase of cut flowers.

%%

Green Lawn Cocktail

Give your lawn a

In 1979, a Harvard psy-
chologist named Ellen
Langer conducted a study
that still raises eyebrows
today. She gathered a group
of men in their 70s and 80s
and asked them to do some-
thing radical: pretend they
were 20 years younger.

HinT

KAREN
TRAINOR

healthy boost with this
cocktail made from com-
mon ingredients.

Ingredients: one cup
Epsom salts; one cup
household ammonia; one
can beer; two cups water

Directions: Pour into
hose-end sprayer and ap-
ply. Covers and peps up
about 2000 square feet.

*%

Black Spot Cure for
Roses

Get roses back in tip
top shape with this sim-
ple spray.

Ingredients: three ta-
blespoons baking soda;
one gallon water.

Directions: Mix to-
gether both ingredients
and spray roses. Pick
up any fallen rose leaves
and burn them or take
them to the dump.

*%

Exterior Mildew Wash

Extinguish mold on
outside garden walls and
other surfaces with this
powerful mildew wash.

Ingredients: three
quarts warm water; one
quart liquid laundry
bleach, such as Clorox;
one quarter cup pPow-
dered laundry detergent;
two thirds of a cup TSP
(trisodium  phosphate,
available at paint stores)

Directions: Mix well
and apply to surfac-
es with a stiff broom.
Let stand for one half
hour. Rinse well with a
garden hose to prevent

Pretend!

POSITIVELY
SPEAKINGING

TOBY MOORE

damage to plants. Wear
rubber gloves when han-
dling.

Note: These recipes
were collected from sev-
eral different published
sources. Use with care
and at your own risk.

*%

Win Dinner for Two at
the Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
will win a fabulous three
course dinner for two
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route
131 across the town com-
mon in historic Stur-
bridge. Because I'm in
the business of dispens-
ing tips, not inventing
them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that
has worked for you? Do
you have a question re-
garding household or
garden matters? If so,
why not share them with
readers of Stonebridge
Press newspapers? Send
questions and/or hints
to: Take the Hint!, C/0
the Southbridge Eve-
ning News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

one. The victim. The al-
most-was.

We play them so well
that we forget we're per-
forming until it becomes
our truth.

Some would look at
that Harvard study and

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

For five days, these men lived in a rec-
reated environment styled entirely from
two decades earlier. The furniture, the
magazines, the music, even the way they
spoke—all designed to transport them
back in time.

They didn't just reminisce about the
past. They were asked to live it. To speak
in the present tense, as if 1959 wasn't a
memory but their current reality.

"Imagination is everything. It is the
preview of life's coming attractions,”
said Albert Einstein.

What happened next sounds like fic-
tion: Their IQ scores jumped by an aver-
age of 60 points. Their posture improved.
They stood taller. Their posture and joint
flexibility improved. Even finger length
increased—an observable biological re-
sponse. Some tossed their canes. A few
played touch football on the lawn. All
without medication. No surgery. Just be-
lief, imagination, and embodiment.

Draw from that what you will. But
here's the question worth asking:
Who are you pretending to be?

We don't always think of ourselves
as actors. But we are. Every day, we step
into roles—some conscious, many not.
The tired one. The anxious one. The too-
late one. The responsible-but-forgotten

scoff, "They were putting on a facade."
But that's not what happened at all. I
think they were peeling off the facade.

I think, for five days, they stopped
pretending to be old—and remembered
who they really were. They told a new
story in their heads. And their bodies
followed. Their minds led. And biology
responded.

That's the power of identity.

"We are what we pretend to be, so we
must be careful about what we pretend
to be,” wrote Kurt Vonnegut.

Because here's something most peo-
ple never consider: every one of us is
pretending. All the time. Based on what
we believe. Based on what we've agreed
to about ourselves. Based on what we
were told—and accepted—about what's
possible.

So ask yourself: Are you really who
you've been pretending to be?

Because if you want to know who
you're acting like, just look at your re-
sults. Your life is the clearest revelation
of who you've agreed to be. And if you
want new results, you don't need to push
harder—you need to play a new role.

That starts with changing your in-
Tum To PRETEND page 7

Should you trust a
‘finfluencer?’

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

In the age of social media, it’s easy to find
advice on just about anything — including
how to manage your money. Content creators
known as “finfluencers” — short for finan-
cial influencers — use platforms like TikTok,
YouTube and Instagram to share their takes
on investing, budgeting, and building wealth.
Many of them are charismatic and relatable,
and they often speak from personal experi-
ence. But while their content may be engag-
ing, taking financial advice from a finfluencer
without digging deeper can come with signif-
icant risks.

While some finfluencers may have formal
training or credentials, many do not. Instead,
their influence stems from their populari-
ty rather than professional experience. But
popular advice may not necessarily be good
advice. A 2025 study by the Swiss Finance In-
stitute even found that unskilled finfluencers
typically have larger followings than skilled
ones.

Why be cautious?

For young or new investors, social media
can make finance feel accessible. In fact, a 2022
FINRA study says that more than 60 percent
of Americans younger than 35 get investing
information from these platforms. But social
media isn’t regulated the same way tradition-
al financial advising is, so anyone, qualified or
not, can offer financial tips.

Unlike traditional financial advisors,
finfluencers don’t know your unique goals,
financial situation, or risk tolerance. And
likely, they’re not licensed (you can check
here: Check Out Your Investment Profession-
al | Investor.gov). Even well-meaning guid-
ance might lead you down a risky path if it’s
not tailored to your needs. And unfortunately,
some finfluencers have exploited the trust
they build with followers to promote question-
able investments or outright frauds.

Warning signs to watch for

Here are a few signs that a finfluencer’s ad-
vice may be worth avoiding:

Unrealistic “getrich” promises: Claims
like, “Turn $500 into $50,000 in a year,” are
highly improbable, and may indicate a scam.

Hurry, hurry: Be wary of advice that pres-
sures you to act fast or plays on fear of missing
out. Important financial decisions shouldn’t
come with a countdown clock.

Flashy displays of wealth: Images of lux-
ury cars, watches or cash can be more about
generating views than offering sound advice.
If a finfluencer is trying that hard to convince
you to take an action, it often means they will
profit — perhaps they’ll get paid to promote a
product or service, or earn a fee for referring
you, or are trying to boost clicks and followers
to earn more.

What you can do

Do your own homework. Don’t take fin-
fluencers’ advice at face value. Cross-check
it with reliable sources. The finfluencer may
even be under investigation by a federal or
state securities regulator. Talking to alicensed
financial advisor you trust can help you dis-
cern good advice from the bad.

Recognize conflicts of interest. If a finflu-
encer promotes a product or service, find out
if they’re being paid to do so. And remember,
online personalities make money by generat-
ing high viewership, not because their advice
has a track record of success.

Use common sense. When something
sounds too good to be true, it usually is. And of
course, never disclose your bank or brokerage
account numbers to a finfluencer, and never
send money.

Finfluencers can make financial topics
more engaging and accessible. But when it
comes to your money, a social media video
from someone who doesn’t know you is no sub-
stitute for informed, personalized guidance.
Take the time to verify, research and, when in
doubt, seek advice from a professional.

This article was written by Edward Jones
Jor use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor: Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your lo-
cal Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-
347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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Create, plant, and maintain a pollinator garden

Celebrate National
Pollinator Month this
June by creating and
maintaining a garden
that attracts and sup-
ports these important
members of our eco-
system. Pollinators are
responsible for about 75
percent of the food we
eat and play an import-
ant role in producing
food, fiber, medicine
and more. The Europe-
an honeybee is the most
well-known but our na-
tive bees along with
moths, wasps, beetles,
flies, bats, and some
birds also help polli-
nate our gardens.

Just like the honey-
bees and Monarch but-
terflies, many pollina-
tors are struggling with
their populations dwin-
dling due to pesticides
and loss of habitat. You
can make a difference
by creating pollina-
tor gardens filled with
their favorite plants.

Start helping all pol-
linators and the envi-
ronment by reducing or
better yet eliminating
the use of pesticides. If
you opt for a chemical
solution, look for the
most eco-friendly prod-
uct and as always read
and follow label direc-
tions to minimize the
negative impact on the
environment and polli-
nators.

As you create your

Pretend

continued from page 6

(GARDEN
MOMENTS

e e 0000 00

MELINDA
MYERS

pollinators’ paradise
include shelter from
predators and the
weather. Include trees
and shrubs, if space
allows, providing you
with year-round inter-
est and nectar, pollen,
and tasty leaves as well
as nesting sites and
safe havens for the var-
ious life stages. Leave
patches of open soil for
ground nesting bees
and some leaf litter to
shelter some butter-
flies, bumblebees, and
other pollinating in-
sects.

Plant a variety of na-
tive plants, herbs and
other pollinator favor-
ites that provide nectar
and pollen through-
out the season. Spring
bulbs, early blooming
wildflowers and peren-
nials provide essential
food that is often in lim-
ited supply early in the
season. Fall flowering
plants provide needed
energy supplies as the
bees, hummingbirds,
and other pollinators
prepare for winter.

Include plants with
different colors and
shaped flowers to at-
tract and support a

ternal self?

I Am.

Courtesy

A Hemaris Hummingbird Moth on a Monarda flower.

variety of pollinators.
Plant flowers in mass.
You will enjoy the dis-
play, the garden will re-
quire less maintenance,
and the pollinators will
use less energy when
they can gather lots
of food from a smaller
area.

Plant masses of flow-
ers like columbine,

sweet alyssum, annual
and perennial salvia,
cupheas, cosmos, phlox,
zinnias, bee balm, lia-
tris, sedum, asters and
more to help attract
these beauties to your
landscape. Fuchsias,
begonias and impatiens
are perfect for shady lo-
cations. And don’t let a
lack of space dissuade
you; even a window box

of flowers can help.

Bigger flowers are
not always better. Dou-
ble flowers may be
showy, but they have
less nectar and pollen.
The multiple layers of
petals may hinder ac-
cess to the nectar and
pollen they contain.

Grow some herbs in
the garden and contain-
ers for you, the bees,
and other beneficial
insects. Let some go to
flower and watch for
visitors on thyme, bor-
age, oregano, and oth-
er herb flowers. Toler-
ate a bit of damage on
parsley, dill and fennel
as the swallowtail cat-
erpillars dine on the
leaves. These vigorous
plants will recover once
the caterpillars trans-
form into beautiful but-
terflies.

Add some native
plants to your gar-
dens whenever possi-
ble. They are a richer
source of nectar and
pollen than cultivated
plants. Pollinators and
other beneficial insects
have evolved with these
plants, providing a mu-
tual benefit.

Puddles, fountains,
birdbaths and even a
damp sponge can pro-
vide needed water. In-
clude water features
with sloping sides or
add a few stones for the

"Live out of your imagination, not

your history,” wrote Stephen R. Covey

Because in the end,

visitors to sip without
getting wet. Sink a shal-
low container of sand
in the ground. Keep it
damp and add a pinch
of sea salt for the but-
terflies and bees. Add a
flat stone for warming
and be sure to watch for
and snap a few photos
of visitors as they sip
and sun in your garden.

If you create it, they
will come. Be patient,
make note of their fa-
vorites, and keep grow-
ing to attract, support
and enjoy these import-
ant garden visitors.

Melinda Myers has
written more than 20
gardening books, in-
cluding the Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great Cours-
es “How to Grow Any-
thing” instant video se-
ries and the nationally
syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment radio
program. Myers is a
columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine. My-
ers hosted “The Plant
Doctor” radio show on
WTMJ radio for more
than 20 years and sev-
en seasons of Great
Lakes Gardener on
PBS. Myers’ Web site
is www.MelindaMyers.
com which features
gardening videos, free
webinars, monthly gar-
dening tips, and more.

identity isn't

From "I'm too late" to "I'm right on time."
From "I'm stuck" to "I'm growing." From
"I'm not enough" to "I'm becoming."

It's not about faking it 'til you make it.
It's about embodying what's already in-
side you. Athletes do it. Performers do it.
Therapists teach it.

Visualization. Rehearsal. Mental re-
programming. To the brain, there's lit-
tle difference between real and vividly
imagined experiences—when you're ful-
ly immersed, your biology plays along.

So, who you imagine yourself to be—
over and over—becomes your lived expe-
rience.

Do you have the courage to be your-

Or have you been playing a role for so
long you forgot there was a difference?

You don't need to wait for someone
to recreate your environment. You don't
need to wait for permission. You can cre-
ate the shift now. Change the channel in
your mind. Step into the role you were
born to play. Speak differently. Walk dif
ferently. Believe differently. And soon,
you'll see that your results follow your
role.

If five days of pretending to be young-
er changed the lives of elderly men...
imagine what six months could do for
you.

K

The question isn't whether it works.
The science is there. The results are real.

The real question is: Who have you
been pretending to be?

And more importantly—Who are you
ready to become?

F‘amllg Dmlng & Gift Gwcl

Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

something you find.
It's something you choose.

Because your identity isn't written in
stone—it's written in action. And today
is as good a day as any to begin the re-
write.

Call Mikagla at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stongbridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

CHARLIE'S

Diner ¢ Bar * Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 6/20 & SATURDAY 6/21

CREAMY CHICKEN
MARSAIA OVER
MUSHROOM RAVIOLI

AFTER 5:00 PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Gift
Cards

508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

[ qiﬂ:liﬁlﬁﬂw
JESTS (NO ROOM FEES

Spencr Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 6/30/25

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Onl

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10am-Ipm
All You Can Eat $22.95  (plustax & gratuity)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

*

For advertising contact Mikaela Today

774-200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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INAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

Gus Steeves

One voter takes her time with the ballot that
afternoon.

9 S36-SEHISTORTC OFFICE BUIL DS

FOR SALE
- Historical building, also known as . Listing price: $550,000
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 - Building size: 9,536 SF
- Large Executive Offices with Elegant . Lot size: 13,939 SF
Finishes and High Ceilings . Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
- Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas . Basement: partial | Unfinished

Gus Steeves

Angelina Battista advertises
her step-father’s candidacy
while playing on her phone.

Gus Steeves

As usual, the Rotary was festooned with can-
didate signs for weeks before the election.

SOUTHBRIDGE —Last week,
Southbridge residents exercised their
annual chance to decide who will gov-
ern the town for the next year.

Although the common phrase is
“signs don't vote,” their frequency
did accurately predict who'd win. For
Council, that meant David Adams,

" \ /i/

JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Vice President

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

JAMES GLICKMAN
Principal

508-769-5007
jglickman@glickmankovago.com

Visit us on-line at

Democracy in action

Gus Steeves

Dave Adams chats with Jasmin Rivas in the
collegial atmosphere of candidate tents that
pops up along Chestnut Street almost every
election day.

Gus Steeves Gus Steeves

Mike Montigny talks to an Jasmin Rivas
incoming voter.

Gus Steeves

Mike Montigny (center) and Gil Provost (back
to camera at right) talk to residents on
Chestnut Street.

Mike Montigny and Gil Provost took
three-year seats, while in the write-in
race for a year on the School Commit-
tee, Stephanie Rivers did.

At the polls, morning rain, few can-
didates, and possibly East Main Street
construction had a dampening effect

Tum To ELECTION page 10

"

lamoureuxford.com S0E-E5]

i LIV A

366 E. Main Street,

Rte. 9, East Brookfield
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“No ngs” protests come home to region

The day’s “no kings” theme stands beside other issues raised

by protest S|gns

Gus Steeves

kingship.

Signs portray the clash between democracy and

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)
508-885-3560 (Open 7 days a week)

Sup})ort [066{([;1/ gYOWH (111 S}JBHCE?) ana(famt@ owneafsmaff 61151‘(1655
We g?’OW 1000’s Qfﬂ-ﬂmgmg 6&56@1’5 &J}J[aﬂﬁ am[regu[arfy 1’851’066 our ganfen center

12” Mixed Patio Pots

2 for $40

Select varieties.
or $28.99 ea.

Gus Steeves

Gus Steeves

One participant passes out
flags to his compatriots.

Gus Steeves

This woman’s sigh makes her point of view clear.

Gus Steeves

Even Garfield the Cat got
involved.

Gus Steeves
A man in a flag jacket waves a flag.

Gus Steeves

A woman paced the other side of the street
with signs that carried complementary mes-
sages against fascism and tyranny. The right
one’s phrase, slightly misspelled, is Latin for
“Thus always to tyrants,” and is interpreted
as meaning tyrants will always fall. It was
allegedly first stated regarding the assassi-
nation of Julius Caesar and is Virginia’s state
motto, per Wikipedia.

CHARLTON — Despite the drizzle
and fairly chilly weather, hundreds
of people came together on Charlton
Common for last Friday's “No Kings”
protest. It was just one of roughly
1,500 across the nation, with others
nearby in Douglas, Oxford, Leicester,
West Brookfield, Worcester and Kill-
ingly, to name a few.

The entirely peaceful protestors
sported signs objecting to Presi-
dent Trump's policies favoring the
wealthy, ruling by executive order,
threatening large cuts to social ser-
vices, targeting immigrants, and
other issues. Many made references
to 1776 and the nation's revolution
against the King of England, while
some expanded their target to in-
clude Congress, Elon Musk and other
figures.

Large and small US flags were nu-
merous, with several people wearing
something with those colors, rein-
forcing the concept that dissent is
what ensures democracy survives. As
one occasional chant noted, “What
does democracy look like? This is
what democracy looks like.

[ the

WARNING.
ride ]Qf{h
ONCE MORE:
“TYRANNY-

15 ak
OUR DOOR.

|

Gus Steeves

Gus Steeves

This sign might have fit as A Paul Revere reference.
well in 1525 as in 2025.

Gus Steeves

Some younger participants highlight protect-
ing the diversity of America.

BAD
DOG el

Gus Steeves

Several canines joined the protest, including
this one objecting to some “DOGE-y” behav-
ior in Washington.

6” Premium Annuals
6 for $44

or $7.59 each

Over 24 different types of plants
to choose from!

o Variety's include; Agastache,
Ageratum, Celosia, Coleus, Cosmos,
Diascia, Euphorbia, Evolvulus, Fuchsia,
Gazena, Geranium, Heliotrope,

ummingbird Lunch, Lantana, Lobelia,
Lysimachia, Million Bells,

New Guinea Impatien, Silver Falls,
Sunscape daisy, Sweetgrass,

Sweet Potato Vine & Verbena

11” Hanging
l_iaskets

Select varieties. or $23.99 ea.

RESIDENTIAL OIL TANK
INSTALLATION | REPLACEMENT | REMOVAL

Burnt dinner?
Order pizza.
Leaking oil tank?
CallBond-Tite.

Regret nothing, replace it today

L

1\

BOND-TITE
TANK SERVICE

Super Cute Well Maintained Home That Was Completely Renovated In 2005.This 3 Bedroom
2 Full Bath Cape On A Nice Manageable Lot Features A Spacious Eat-In Kitchen With Quartz
Counter Tops And Hardwood Floor, Open Floor Plan, Dining Room With A Gas Fireplace &
Hardwood Floors. Nice Sun Filled Living Room With Propane Stove And Wall Of Windows. 1St
Floor Includes Full Bath With Jacuzzi Tub And Master Bedroom With A Huge Walk-In Closet.
2Nd Floor Has 2 Good Size Bedrooms And Another Full Bath. Highly Energy Efficient Heating
System With Central Air. Large Deck. 26X16 Heated 1 Car Garage W/16 Ft Ceiling, Additional

Space For Storage. Town Water And Sewer

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
Opening New Doors For Families Everyday

lisajCaroniRealfEstate

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
W Vil Sirast, RO Bexzd4y Broelkiicle, MA 01508
@llls

InstantlyAhttp/ANivilisacaronfcom!

«* + JULY *ATHSALE * * *

e W !Bt‘es«tilP‘r:ices ofithewear!si e

HYBRID WATER
HEATERS

$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

43” Sma|1

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

WE INSTALL TV'S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS'

MATTRESS SALE!

WE SELL E-BIKES!

(51200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

BIKE SALE!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

( GE DELUXE )
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

J
s \

TWIN: $199

FULL; $269 (05

(REGULARLY $499)

QUEEN; 5299

(REGULARLY $599)

O

SAMSUNG [
|

DELUXE
FRIGIDAIRE
NDUCTION STOVE

Reg. $1299.99

“999 *
)

WASHER & DRYER

#46300 Reg. $1599.99

\__AFTER REBATE! J

Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

[ DI

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99

(o
SAMSUNG TOP LOAD

WASHER & DRYER
Pair - Reg. $1199.99

$ .99 Reg. $1999.99 FREEZER
SI499.99 slss.ss
\__AFTER REBATE! ) | L )

G.E. 27 CU. FT. )
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

G.E. DELUXE FRlGlDAlRE
AR F DISHWASHER
Reg. $399.99

GAS RANGE
3299.99

Reg $399 99

Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $899.99

(WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. Fq f

FRIGIDAIRE
18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $699.99

(mavTAG DELUXE ) [ WHIRLPOOL ) 10 CU.FT.

WASHER OR FREEZER
sy ||SIDEBY S

LG #3400

WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

MICROWAVE
Reg' $24999

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

L J

FAMOUS MAKER )
OVER THE STOVE

| ‘599> *1399 %

‘199*
)

Reg. $459.99
Reg. $699.99

‘549" | '1099~)'399
\ J\ )

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

WHITCO

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

F g
VISAY ' Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 10am-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!
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Cornerstone Bank supporting efforts to
serve vulnerable populations

WORCESTER — Cor-
nerstone Bank, a com-
munity bank with loca-
tions throughout Central
Massachusetts, is donat-
ing money to support
Wellstorm, Inc., a South-
bridge-based charity pro-
viding resources to fami-
lies facing homelessness,
mental health challenges
and food insecurity. The
$5,000 contribution goes
toward the organization’s
Christmas in July event
scheduled for July 12.

“This event is a really
fun way to uplift the im-
portant work Wellstorm
does every day,” said Cor-
nerstone CEO Todd Tall-
man. “We know the high
cost of housing has left
some families in crisis,
and the emotional impact
can be devastating. Well-
storm offers a lifeline.”

According to Well-
storm, the Christmas in
July event is a crucial
fundraising platform al-
lowing for the expansion
of its services, including
“the bridge fridge,” a
well-stocked community
refrigerator full of pan-
try essentials for both
humans and pets. The or-
ganization also provides
mental health services,
peer support programs
and educational support
for underserved popu-
lations such as those in
BIPOC and LGBTQIA+
communities, the elderly,
veterans, people with dis-
abilities and those facing
homelessness.

‘A helping hand can
go a long way in times of
need,” said Tallman. “We
hope people find some
comfort knowing their
neighbors care, and they
are not forgotten.”

About
Bank

Cornerstone Bank
was formed in 2017,
born of a long history
of supporting the com-
munity, and providing
a strong foundation to
help people and busi-

Cornerstone

nesses thrive. Serving
Worcester County, Cor-
nerstone Bank’s local
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model
enables a unique ability
to deliver outstanding
service, with a personal
touch. Cornerstone pro-

Local student named to

vides the highest level of
service and expertise for
individuals, businesses,
and community orga-
nizations with branch
locations throughout
Central Massachusetts.
Cornerstone works to
connect customers with

opportunities, through
a broad range of depos-
it and loan products,
and services. Built on
Trust is not just a tag
line, but also one of our
guiding corporate val-
ues. Whether a business
or personal partnership,

Cornerstone stands on
the foundation that re-
lationships are built on
trust. To learn about
Cornerstone Bank’s per-
sonal and business bank-
ing offerings, please
visit CornerstoneBank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

Fairfield University Dean’s List

FAIRFIELD, Conn.
— Samuel Bailen
of Charlton received

Dean’s List Honors for

the Spring 2025 semester
at Fairfield University.

In order to be placed

on the Dean's List, stu-
dents must have com-
pleted a minimum of 12
credit hours in a semes-

ter, have no outstanding
or incomplete grades
for that semester, and
have attained a semester

grade point average of
3.50 or better.

Local residents earn degrees at Clark
University’s Commencement exercises

WORCESTER — Clark Univer-
sity awarded 468 undergraduate
degrees and 1,014 advanced de-

grees during two ceremonies as part of
the University's 121st Commencement
exercises, held at the DCU Center in
Worcester on Monday, May 19.

Ryan P. Bonja, of Sturbridge, gradu-
ated cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts.

Sean Thomas Keane, of Sturbridge,
graduated with a Master of Public Ad-
ministration. Keane is a member of the
Alpha Epsilon Lambda honor society.

President David B. Fithian '87 urged
the graduates to celebrate their accom-
plishments.

"For this day, smile upon yourself, ap-
plaud your achievements, reflect upon
your growth, celebrate your friends
and classmates and, perhaps most im-
portantly, bask in the love of those here
with you and for you," President Fithian
said.

"All of us up here representing the
trustees, administration, faculty, staff,
and alumni are so proud of you, espe-
cially for overcoming all that you have
had to in the past four years. We are
smiling upon you, we applaud you, we
celebrate you, and we thank you for

sharing these years with us."

Esther Duflo, the Abdul Latif Jameel
Professor of Poverty Alleviation and
Development Economics in the Depart-
ment of Economics at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, delivered
the Commencement Address during the
bachelor's degree ceremony and was
presented with the degree of Doctor of
Laws.

"I have no advice for you as you em-
bark on this task, but I have one plea.
Do not let anyone convince you that the
world is a Hobbesian dystopia where ev-
erything is zero-sum and wealth is the
ultimate metric of success. It's not a
place where there is a concentric center
of caring, and beyond some radius, the
value of others is zero. Think about this
day, about how you got here, remember
the kindness of many, and ask yourself
what you can do to keep that going,"
said Duflo.

Temera De Groot, a first-generation
college student who emigrated from
Guyana when she was 10 years old and
plans to pursue law school, spoke to her
peers at the undergraduate ceremony.

NPR journalist Ari Shapiro spoke to
the students receiving master's and doc-
toral degrees, and encouraged

+ % % Friday’'s Child # 4+

S

Age 13

Rowan

Registration #9215

———

https://www.mareinc.org/child/26230361683

Rowan is a funny, playful, and
high-spirited young boy who
keeps everyone around him smil-
ing. Always on the move, Rowan
enjoys staying active with sports
like football, karate, and even wa-
terskiing—a passion he’s proud
of from his time in a water skiing
club. He’s especially proud to
have earned his boating license
at a young age! In addition to his
athletic interests, Rowan has a
creative side. He loves writing
fictional stories and sharing them
with others, using his vivid imag-
ination to bring characters to life.
He’s always dreaming big—right
now, he’s determined to master
a backflip to add to his growing
karate skills. Rowan is also a big
country music fan and enjoys jamming out to his favorite tunes.
His mix of energy, humor, and creativity makes him a truly

unique and unforgettable kid.

them to prioritize connecting
with and helping those around
them.

"All of us carry a baton that
our ancestors handed us. And
all of us will pass it to those
who come after us. Wherever
we are in that relay race, there

Election

continued from page 8

on turnout despite there
being a ballot question.
Just 863 people cast bal-
lots (including mail-ins).
The actual results were:

mittee

Kirsten Congdon - 612

are people we can help. So the question
we need to ask is, 'How can I be help-
ful?'" Shapiro told the crowd.

Shapiro was presented with an hon-
orary Doctor of Letters degree at the
afternoon ceremony.

Kumar Gaurav, a first-generation col-
lege student from India who received
his MBA, also spoke at the graduate
ceremony.

President David Fithian conclud-
ed the day's celebrations and told the
graduates, "I applaud you. I congratu-
late you. And I urge you to put to work
- anywhere in the world you find your-
self next - the knowledge you have de-
veloped and the skills you have honed
here to address the challenges and op-
portunities we face as global citizens."

The University conferred 975 mas-
ter's and 39 doctoral degrees to a class
that included graduates from 41 states
and 35 countries.

For more coverage of Clark's Com-
mencement ceremonies, visit the web.

Founded in 1887, Clark University
is a liberal arts-based research univer-
sity that prepares its students to meet
tomorrow's most daunting challenges
and embrace its greatest opportuni-
ties. Through 33 undergraduate majors,
more than 30 advanced degree pro-
grams, and nationally recognized com-
munity partnerships, Clark fuses rig-
orous scholarship with authentic world
and workplace experiences that empow-
er our students to pursue lives and ca-
reers of meaning and consequence.

Others — 42

Bay Path School Com-

Assessors (3 yrs)
Priscilla Arpin - 22
Others - 50

The Question:
ON THE BALLOT Yes - 638 Housing Authority (5
No-154 yrs)
Council (3 yrs) Diane Servant - 14
David Adams - 651 WRITE-INS (Seats be- Others - 43
Mike Montigny - 539 low had no balloted can-
Gil Provost — 490 didates) Redevelopment Au-
Jasmin Rivas - 416 thority (5 yrs)
School Committee (1 Maria Torres — 14
School Committee (3 yr) Others - 59

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from
foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Re-
source Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information
on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways
you can help children and teens in foster care.

a;\\ ((?\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ rc;\\ a;\\

yrs)
Maria Torres — 546
Norma Tyznik — 402

Stephanie Rivers - 168
Jacqueline Fernandez
-63

Schoolhouse

continued from page 1

gressing nicely, and will eventually
lead into other planned projects as part
of afull renovation of the building.

“Future project phases will look to
complete the exterior paint work, re-
point the foundation and additional ex-
terior wood repair around the ground
level of the building,” said Golas.

The first phase has also included
some bio-hazard remediation in the
attic space. As part of the grant pa-
rameters, much of the work for Phase

of June and Golas said they are well on
their way to meeting that deadline.
The #2 Schoolhouse remains one

1 needs to be completed before the end

of Charlton’s most notable historic
landmarks. Housed on the site of the
former Baptist Meetinghouse and con-
structed in 1848, the building served as
one of Charlton’s last remaining one-
room schoolhouses until 1950. Today,
it is enshrined on the State Register
of Historic Places. Renovation is being
handled in accordance with the Secre-
tary of the Interior’s Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties and
Rehabilitation.
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TOWN of SOUTH "II)GF
New Fire St

Town Manager Jack Jovan speaks at the groundbreaking ceremony.

Southbridge

continued from page 1

the Elm Street station
was built. “... I'll be much
more excited when we're
doing the ribbon-cutting
in 18 months.”

Hulyk has “spent over
half my life in the cur-
rent fire headquarters,”
and described getting
this project to this point
as “an amazing ride.”
But he noted it “would
not have happened with-
out the work of every-
one,” praising the collab-
oration it took to achieve.

Council Chair Scott
Lazo agreed, saying, “the
team concept was the

priority, not a choice.” To
him, the whole effort was
evidence of the attitude
“Act like you've been
there, never let them see
you sweat, and never
quit. ... What makes us
durable here in South-
bridge is we never quit.”

That was most nota-
ble when the town reject-
ed the first bid as being
too expensive (nearly
$4 million over the vot-
er-approved $25.7 million
total) and had to re-bid
it earlier this year. Lazo
described that process as
“biting our nails, but the
team never broke.”

He was referring to
the April 28 council vote

to accept a $20 million
contract with PDS Engi-
neering & Construction
Inc, the lowest of five
bids. That figure does not
account for some things.
One is the “soft costs” in-
cluding furniture, equip-
ment, architecture and
project management.
Some of those are in the
$5 million already spent,
some are being covered
by a $913,000 USDA grant
and some of the land
costs are being reim-
bursed by a $1 million
congressional earmark
at the end of the project.
There's also $1 million
from Free Cash being ap-
plied to contingency that

Gus Steeves

may or may not be need-
ed. It also doesn't include
interest, which will add
millions over the 20-year
payback period.

The speakers thanked
the state and federal gov-
ernments for assistance,
and some of those offi-
cials took turns at the
podium themselves. All
noted they'd repeatedly
had local requests for fi-
nancial aid to fund it.

“You deserve a gov-
ernment that works at all
levels, and for this one, it
did,” said State Rep John
Marsi, who noted “keep-
ing it local is key.”

Sen Ryan Fattman
agreed, observing he'd

received frequent com-
munication from Ilocal
leaders that were “a tes-

Gus Steeves
Behind the ceremony, the project's real work rolls on.

to do” when many of
them fail, and he noted “I
appreciate how difficult

tament to your commit- it is to undertake this.”
ment to this project.”

US Rep Richard Neal Gus Steeves can be
said the fact the town ap- reached at gus.steeves2@
proved a debt exclusion gmail.com.

was a “courageous thing

Summerfest

continued from page 1

art by Helen Boyle and
Laurel Wolfe. Summerfest

is free to all and families are encouraged to attend.
Crafters will be selling handmade creations- jewelry,
toys, wood items, fabric crafts, journals, something
for everyone. There will also be a table of records for

collectors.

For more information, call 508-764-3341 or go to the
Web site, ruthwellscenter.com.

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators ¢ Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

Ei

Ph:

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified * RS# 2678

" Asian Longhorr; e
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured ° Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

GJ LEDUC
C==]

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
| LA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

508-784-1550

m MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
" mEEEEEEEEEEEE NSNS E N N

____TREE SERVIC

AERIAL
TREE SERVICE

Complete Site Work
Including:
Excavating ¢ Bulldozing e Trucking
* Demolition * Stump Removal
* Timber Harvesting
* Yard Expansions & Tree Removal
* Lot Clearing * Gellar Holes
» Septic Systems sLawn Installation
* Retaining Walls * Fields Made
*40,000 Ib excavator with jack hammer for rent
860-382-5071
Field Stone and Firewood for sale

ﬂﬁ%@

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

B+U+*I*L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert Snowblower & Generator Repair
¢ FINISHED BASEMENTS Tractor sel'\"ce_
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES Tune-Ups & Repairs
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS Pickup & Delivery
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS 508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\_LAWNMOWER.COM [H

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY m

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

ERERST

= ELELTRILCAL
ST MACTRSCAL AR SIRVACE TEAR

774-200-4880
Business 8925 Al
Journeyman Lic.1364
Master Lic. 21787

www.beastelectrical
contracting.com
TopB.E.AA.ST2021@
gmail.com

North Brookfield, MA

a ACCREDITED
By BUSINESS E

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com

PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

’ MIKE LAMBERT'S
Scott Bernard’s gi PLUMBING &
PRECISION N HEATING INC.
PAINTERS Commercial,

c ff inest y Residential,
rajtsmans lp .
Since 1979 New Construction

Interior-Exterior .

Paints, Stains, 3698MT St
Wallpaper and te
Fine Faux Finishes Spencer, MA
Satisfaction 1-833-969-4330
Guaranteed Fully Insured
Free Estimates
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
774.452.0321 @GMAIL.COM

JOHN DALY
Plumbing
Specializing
in repairs or new
installs for home
owners since 1988
Fully licensed and insured

Filter Your Water with
a Reverse Osmosis
Under Sink
Or Countertop System

Lic #MPL 21763
Call
508-304-7816

Email
jdrainman714@aol.com

David Barhale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

HURLEY
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,
Delivered

GREEN
$250 per conn
Call John at
508 958 4350

—puic_Jiaming 1 piuvaie ] oorie - fooing

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Home Improvement

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Advertise on his pge
forone low prie!

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof

Get 7 papers
Call 774-200-7308

508-765-0100 » Spencer New Leader

Lifetime material warranty & : ;

25 yr. labor warranty available ! Sturbndge Vluager
A R #153555 + Charlton Villager
CT-HIC #0638641 i

Fully Insured, Free Estimates ! Southbndge NGWS

Family Owned and Operated |

Now Accepting All Major ! WebSter Tlmes

Credit Cards ' Aubum News

* B
BBB

+ Blackstone Valley Tribune
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LEGALS

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. ¢.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by Cruise
Control Transportation Inc. Pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, Section
39A. that on or after JUNE 20,2025 at
Cruise Control Transportation Inc. the
following motor vehicle/s will be sold at
private sale to satisfy our garage keep-
er’s lien thereon for storage, towing
charges, care and expenses of notices
and sale of said vehicle
VEHICLE MAKE:2020 Infiniti QX60
VIN: 5N1DLOMM1LC502956
LAST REGISTERED OWNER: Anuj
Vohra

77 LOFGREN RD

AVON CT, 06001

VEHICLE MAKE: 2017 CHEVEROLET
EQUINOX

VIN: 2GNFLGE36H6136074

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
ROBERT DUBE

471AMILL ST

WORCESTER MA,01602

VEHICLE MAKE :2005 ACURA TL
VIN: 19UUA66235A081640

LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Winder A Moronta

157 CHANDLER ST APT 1
Worcester MA ,01609

VEHICLE MAKE: 2007 GMC YUKON
VIN:1GKFK63807J385321

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Claudio Alessandro Vitiello

349 Braeside Ave Apt 108

East Stroudsbu PA 18301

VEHICLE MAKE : 2013 Audi allroad
VIN: WAT1UFAFL6DA063024

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Joseph Mickarweil

RANDOLPH 02368

VEHICLE MAKE : 2003 GMC Sonoma
VIN: 1GTCS19X638149015

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Quezada Velez Arturo Jr

118 Morris St

New Haven CT 06519

VEHICLE MAKE : 2012 CHEVROELT
CRUZ

VIN: 1G1PK5SC7C7110352

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Carolina Castillo

388 Prairie Ave

Providence Rl 02905

VEHICLE MAKE : 2006 ACURAL TL
VIN: 19UUA6B6266A028268

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Omar Garcia

54 Esther ST # 2

Worcester MA 01607

VEHICLE MAKE : 2010 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGFG1B6XAH535221

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Glenda Colon

249 Thomaston Ave

Waterbury CT 06704

VEHICLE MAKE : 2008 ACURA MDX
VIN: 2HNYD28278H541931

LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Carlos Manuel Santiago Medina

94 Vine St ,APT 3B

Hartford CT 06112

VEHICLE MAKE : 2014 CHEVROLET
SONIC

VIN:1G1JC5SH3E4241653

LAST REGISTERED OWNER:J

OHN J HANLON

5638 ELEUTHERA WAY

NAPLES FL 34119

VEHICLE MAKE: 2005 ACURA TL
VIN:19UUA66245A002718

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Kelley Williams

410 SHELTON ST FL 2
BRIDGEPORT CT 06608

VEHICLE MAKE: 2006 MAZDA
MAZDAG
VIN:JM1GJ1V5XG1415434

LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Progressive Casualty Insurnace
PO Box 1388

Windham MA 04062

June 6, 2025

June 13, 2025

June 20, 2025

Planning Board

Public Hearing
In accordance with MGL Ch. 40A, and
the Town of Brimfield Zoning Bylaw
section 7, the Planning Board will be
holding a Public Hearing on Wednes-
day, July 2, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at Hitch-
cock Academy located at 2 Brookfield
Rd. Brimfield, MA 01010.
The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider a Site Plan Review application for
Babe’s Lawncare to expand from 2,124
sqft by constructing a 7400 sqft build-
ing, with a proposed storage building,
and salt shed. The property is located
at 345 Sturbridge Rd. Brimfield, MA
01010 owned and operated by Christo-
pher Predella.
David Killian
Planning Board Chair
June 13, 2025
June 20, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEFE’
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 775 Dennison Drive,
Southbridge, Massachusetts

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Susan L. Bourdelais
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), as mortgag-
ee, as nominee for One Reverse Mort-
gage, LLC its successors and assigns
and now held by Longbridge Financial,
LLC, said mortgage dated April 30,
2012, and recorded in the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds in Book 48949, Page 119, as af-
fected by an Assignment of Mortgage
dated February 27, 2023, and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book
68899, Page 78, as affected by an
Assignment of Mortgage dated Sep-
tember 12, 2023, and recorded in the
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 69658, Page
286, of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for breach
of the conditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing the same
will be sold at Public Auction on July 11,
2025 at 01:00 PM Local Time upon the
premises, all and singular the premises
described in said mortgage, to wit:
Land Situated in the City of Southbridge
in the County of Worcester in the State
of MA.

THE LAND IN SAID SOUTHBRIDGE
WITH THE BUILDINGS THEREON,
SITUATED ON THE EASTERLY SIDE
OF DENNISON DRIVE, BEING ON A
PORTION OF THE ROAD LEADING
FROM THE HOUSE NOW OR FOR-
MERLY OF JAMES MASON TO THE
VILLAGE OF WESTVILLE, BOUNDED
AND DESCRIBED;

BEGINNING AT AN IRON PIN ON
THE EASTERLY LINE OF DENNISON
DRIVE AT THE SOUTHWESTERLY
CORNER OF LAND NOW OR FOR-
MERLY OF IRENE C. DAY; THENCE
S. 81 DEGREES 18" E. BY LAND OF
SAID DAY, 180 FEET TO AN IRON
PIN;

THENCE N. 3 DEGREES 17" E. BY
LAND OF SAID DAY, 157.1 FEET TO
A DRILL HOLE ON WALL AT LAND
NOW OR FORMERLY OF GERARD
LEMOINE;

THENCE SOUTHEASTERLY ALONG
WALL BY SAID LEMOINE LAND,
ABOUT 420 FEET TO A JUNCTION
OF WALLS AT LAND NOW OR FOR-
MERLY OF VICTOR BEAUDREAU ET
UX;

THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG
WALL BY SAID BEAUDREAU LAND,
ABOUT 223 FEET TO AN IRON PIN IN
WALL;

THENCE N. 82 DEGREES W. BY
LAND NOW OR FORMERLY OF WIL-
LIAM W. POTTER ET UX ABOUT 8
FEET TO A DRILL HOLE IN STONE;
THENCE STILL N. 82 DEGREES W.
BY SAID LAND OF POTTER, 453.3
FEET TO AN IRON PIN ON THE EAST-
ERLY LINE OF DENNISON DRIVE;
THENCE N, 8 DEGREES E. BY THE
EASTERLY LINE OF DENNISON
DRIVE, 180 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING.

CONTAINING AN AREA OF ABOUT
2.87 ACRES OF LAND

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated October 20, 1986, and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book
9915, Page 152.

TERMS OF SALE: Said prem-
ises will be sold and conveyed subject
to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid
taxes, tax titles, municipal liens and
assessments, if any, which take prece-
dence over the said mortgage above
described.

TEN THOUSAND ($10,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must be
paid by a certified check, bank treasur-
er’s or cashier’s check at the time and
place of the sale by the purchaser. The
balance of the purchase price shall be
paid by a certified check, bank treasur-
er’s or cashier’s check within forty-five
(45) days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Marinosci Law Group, P.C.

275 West Natick Road, Suite 500
Warwick, RI 02886

Attorney for Longbridge Financial, LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
Telephone: (401) 234-9200

MLG File No.: 23-00998

June 12, 2025

June 19, 2025

June 26, 2025

ALE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P1911EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
George R McDonald
Date of Death: 04/20/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Probate of

Will with Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed by
Georgette Martin of Sturbridge MA
requesting that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Georgette Martin of Sturbridge MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 07/15/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: June 12, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

June 19, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P1954EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Elizabeth Ann Gorodeckas

Date of Death: 1/04/2017
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited For-
mal Testacy and/or Appointment
has been filed by
Vytenis R Gorodeckas of Charlton
MA requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Vytenis R Gorodeckas of Charlton
MA be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 07/01/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: May 30, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

June 19, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. WO25C0319CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Daniel Joseph Harris
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Daniel Joseph Harris of Charlton MA
requesting that the court enter a De-
cree changing their name to:
Lexie Rose Harris
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 07/08/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance if
you object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: June 05, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

June 19, 2025

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
WATER / SEWER RATES
SOLID WASTE/CURBSIDE
The Town Manager of the Town of
Southbridge will hold a public hearing

on Thursday, June 26th , 2025

at 5:00 PM in Town Council Chambers.

Hearing to be conducted on the pro-

posed rate changes for

. Water and Sewer Rate effec-

tive with bills issued as of July 1, 2025.
Solid Waste and Recycling

Curbside Rate effective with bills is-

sued as of July 1, 2025

Those wishing to speak on this matter

will be given the opportunity to do so.

The proposed rates are on

display on the Town’s website www.ci.

southbridge.ma.us

June 12, 2025

June 19, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2023EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Mark Andrew Baron
Date of Death: 03/29/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Christine E. Baron of Southbridge
MA
requesting that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Christine E. Baron of Southbridge
MA be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve on
the bond in unsupervised administra-
tion
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 07/08/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: June 06, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

June 19, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on July 16, 2025,
at 7PM on the application of Dmytrii
Moshxivskiy.
The applicant has submitted a Request
for Determination of Applicability for
the proposed expansion of an existing
residence and repair of an existing deck.
Address: 48 Stevens Park Road, Charlton,
MA, 01507. Parcel ID: 17A-G-22
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the RDA may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
June 19, 2025
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Webster Five Foundation awards $101,000
in largest-ever quarterly grant cycle

AUBURN —The Webster Five Foundation is
proud to unveil its latest round of charitable giving,
awarding $101,000 in grants to 32 nonprofit organi-
zations across Massachusetts. This cycle marks the
Foundation’s largest single-quarter distribution,
both in total funding and number of recipients, since
its founding in 1996.

With 29 of the 32 grant recipients located in Worces-
ter County, this record-setting second-quarter cycle
reinforces the Foundation’s deep-rooted commitment
to addressing local needs and building stronger com-
munities where Webster Five has long served as both
a financial institution and a community partner.

Each quarter, the Foundation provides grants to
nonprofit organizations or programs that support
expanding or improving access to education, culture
and the arts, social services, charitable activities and
community development.

The following organizations received grants in
this cycle:

African Community Education Program, Inc. —
$1,000

Apple Tree Arts, Inc. — $2,000

The Barton Center for Diabetes Education, Inc. —
$2,500

Bottom Line, Inc. — $1,000

Central Massachusetts Housing Alliance — $5,000

C.H.E.E.R.S. (Community, Health, Equity, Empow-
erment, Resources, and Service) — $1,000

City to Saddle, Inc. — $1,000

Crocodile River Music, Inc. — $2,500

Dismas House of Massachusetts, Inc. — $5,000

Dress for Success Worcester, Inc. — $3,500

EcoTarium — $3,000

Family Health Center of Worcester — $10,000

Girls on the Run Worcester County, Inc. — $1,000

Greater Worcester Community Foundation —
$7,000

Habitat for Humanity MetroWest/Greater Worces-

TLOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD

Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry

St. Mary’s Church

4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM

CHARLTON

Chip - In Food Pantry

McKinstry Building

37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph’s Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER

Leicester Food Pantry

St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish

759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM

NORTH BROOKFIELD

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry

Located in the church hall at 296 North
Main St. North Brookfield

Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the
month from 5:00-6:30PM

the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12
Noon-1:15PM

Any questions should be directed to the
Rectory office 508 867-6469.

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community
partner affiliated with the Worcester County
Food Bank.

OXFORD

Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf

Oxford Community Center

4 Maple Road

Oxford, MA 01540

Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

ROCHDALE

The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church

674 Pleasant St.

Rochdale, M A

Distribution: Every Monday from 12:00 -
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.

SOUTHBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry,
Located in the St. Anne Church basement,
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations

Contact: 508-347-6398

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY

Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA 01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry,
Located in the St. Anne Church basement,
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations

Contact: 508-347-6398

WEBSTER

Webster-Dudley Food Share

4 Church St #2

Webster, MA 0570

Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
Dudley residents.

Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD

Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry

First Congregational Church

36 North Main Street,

W.Bookfield, MA 01585

Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM

ter — $3,000

Jewish Healthcare Center, Inc. — $5,000 for 3 years

Main South Community Development Corpora-
tion — $5,000

Mustard Seed Catholic Worker Community, Inc.
— $2,500

Nativity School of Worcester — $5,000 as the sec-
ond installment of a $15,000 multi-year grant

Overlook Food Awareness Resource of Mass, Inc.
— $1,000 with a $1,000 match

Pathways for Change, Inc. — $4,000

Rainbow Child Development Center — $6,000

Rawkstars, Inc. — $1,000

RCAP Solutions, Inc. — $1,500

Reach Out and Read New England — $2,500

Senior Connection, Inc. — $3,000

Webster Water Ski Collective — $2,000

Worcester Area Mission Society, United Church of
Christ — $3,000

Worcester Children’s Chorus — $1,000

Worcester Education Collaborative — $1,000

Worcester Symphony Orchestra — $1,000

“At Webster Five, we've always considered it a
privilege to be part of this community — not just as a
bank, but as a neighbor,” said Don Doyle, President/
CEOQO, Webster Five. “Through the Foundation, we’re
able to celebrate and support the meaningful work
happening all around us. This grant cycle, the larg-
est in our history, reflects our deep belief in commu-
nity organizations and the impact they continue to
make.”

Shrewsbury Youth and Family Services, Inc. —

$8,000

fess Ertsgard named to President's
List at Miami University

OXFORD, Ohio — Jess Erts-
gard from Sturbridge was named
to the Miami University spring
2025 President's list.

Miami University students
ranked in the top three percent of
undergraduate students within
each division for the spring 2025
semester have been named to the
President's list recognizing aca-
demic excellence.

Nationally recognized as one of
the most outstanding undergrad-
uate institutions, Miami Univer-
sity is a public university located
in Oxford, Ohio. With a student
body of more than 22,600 under-
graduate and 2,200 graduate stu-

dents, Miami effectively combines
a wide range of strong academic
programs with faculty who love to
teach and the personal attention
ordinarily found only at much
smaller institutions.

Established in 1809, Miami
University is consistently ranked
among the top 50 national public
universities by the US. News &
World Report for providing stu-
dents with an Ivy League-quality
education at a public school price.
Located in quintessential college
town Oxford, Ohio-with regional
campuses in Hamilton and Mid-
dletown, a learning center in West
Chester,and a European study cen-

ter in Luxembourg-Miami serves
more than 22,600 undergraduates
across more than 100 areas of
study, and more than 2,200 gradu-
ate students through 78 master's
and doctoral degree programs.
At this comprehensive research
university, students engage and
conduct research with premiere
teacher-scholars. Miami adds $2.3
billion each year to Ohio's econo-
my through innovative partner-
ships and job creation. Miami is
an NCAA Division I school, serv-
ing more than 500 student-athletes
across 19 varsity sports. For more
information, visit MiamiOH.edu.

Area residents named to dean's list
at Quinnipiac University

HAMDEN, Conn. — The follow-
ing area students were named to
the dean's list for the Spring 2025
semester at Quinnipiac University:

Charlton
Ashley Wojcicki

Sturbridge
Jodie Terry

Wales
Tristan Hughes

To qualify for the dean's list,
students must earn a grade point
average of at least 3.5 with no
grade lower than C. Full-time stu-

dents must complete at least 14
credits in a semester, with at least
12 credits that have been graded
on a letter grade basis to be eligi-
ble. Part-time students must com-
plete at least six credits during a
semester. Names followed by an
asterisk denotes with honors.

About Quinnipiac University

Quinnipiac is a private, coed-
ucational, institution located 90
minutes north of New York City
and two hours from Boston. The
university enrolls 9,400 students
in 110 degree programs through
its Schools of Business, Commu-
nications, Education, Computing

and Engineering, Health Scienc-
es, Law, Medicine, Nursing and
the College of Arts and Sciences.
Quinnipiac is recognized by U.S.
News & World Report and Princ-
eton Review's "The Best 388 Col-
leges." The university is in the
midst of program expansion and
renewal for both traditional and
adult learners, attraction of di-
verse communities, development
of innovative corporate partner-
ships and construction of an am-
bitious set of capital projects. For
more information, please visit qu.
edu. Connect with Quinnipiac on
Facebook and follow Quinnipiac
on X @QuinnipiacU.

Local students named to

Stonehill College Dean's List

EASTON — Stonehill Col-
lege is pleased to recognize the
students named to the Spring
2025 Dean's List. To qualify for
this recognition, students must
achieve a semester grade point
average of 3.50 or better. They
must also have successfully com-
pleted all courses for which they
were registered during the term.

Rahni Bussiere of Charlton

Arianna Lester of Sturbridge

Allison Moloney of Brimfield

About Stonehill College

Stonehill College, a Catholic
institution of higher learning,
was founded by the Congre-
gation of Holy Cross in 1948.
Located on the beautiful 387-
acre campus and former estate
of Frederick Lothrop Ames in
North Easton, Massachusetts, it
is a community of scholarship
and faith, anchored by a belief
in the inherent dignity of each
person.

Through more than 100 ac-
ademic programs in the liber-

al arts, sciences, business and
pre-professional field, Stonehill
College provides an education of
the highest caliber that fosters
critical thinking, free inquiry
and the interchange of ideas for
over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates
the whole person so that each
Stonehill graduate thinks, acts
and leads with courage toward
the creation of a more just and
compassionate world.

Eastern releases spring Dean's List

WILLIMANTIC,
Conn. — Eastern Con-
necticut State Univer-
sity recently released
its Dean's List for the
spring 2025 semester,
in which 1,302 students
were recognized for
maintaining high GPAs.

Among the students
were:

Jordyn Szretter of
Charlton, a full-time se-
nior who majors in Eco-
nomics

Cooper Way of Charl-
ton, a full-time senior

who majors in English

Eva Glaser of Stur-
bridge, a full-time se-
nior who majors in En-
glish

Hannah Johnson
of Holland, a full-time
junior who majors in
Physical Education

To qualify for Dean's
List, full-time students
must complete a mini-
mum of 12 credits in let-
ter-graded courses with
an average GPA of 3.5
or higher in the semes-
ter. Part-time students

are eligible if they've
accumulated 15 or more
credits of letter-grad-
ed coursework with an
average GPA of 3.5 or
higher.

Eastern Connecti-
cut State University is
the state of Connecti-
cut's public liberal arts
university, serving up-
wards of 4,000 students
annually on its Willi-
mantic campus. A resi-
dential campus offering
41 majors and 68 minors,
Eastern offers students

a strong liberal arts
foundation  grounded
in a variety of applied
learning opportunities.
Ranked among the top
25 public institutions
in the North by U.S.
News & World Report
in its 2024-25 Best Col-
leges ratings, Eastern
has also been awarded
'Green Campus' status
by the Princeton Review
15 years in a row. For
more information, vis-
it www.easternct.edu.
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Bay Path Continuing
Education launches
fall term preview

CHARLTON — Bay Path Con-
tinuing Education announced
their Fall Term preview Sunday,
June 8. This season promises to
be the most engaging yet, fea-
turing over 80 brand-new class-
es designed to spark creativity,
build skills, and bring families
together. In total, this makes
more than 140 classes offered.

Registration opens July 7 —
no catalog needed

Starting Monday, July 7, peo-
ple can register online for a wide
range of courses without need-
ing the Fall Catalog, which will
be released in late July/Early
August. Classes officially begin
on Monday, Sept. 9.

A focus on family collabora-
tion and hands-on learning

This fall, the Evening School
is emphasizing interactive,
hands-on experiences, with a
major expansion of adult and
child collaborative classes, espe-
cially in art and cooking.

From Cake Decorating and
Pasta Making to Zentangle work-
shops, Soap Making, and Clay
Tile Making, families will find
numerous opportunities to cre-
ate side by side and share mean-
ingful experiences together.

Cooking classes are receiving
a flavorful boost with enhanced
offerings, including Asian cui-
sine workshops featuring Pad
Thai, Korean BBQ, and more.
Themed pasta nights—such as
Candy-Shaped Pasta, Flower
Petal Pasta, and Santa Hat Pas-
ta—add a creative twist to tradi-
tional favorites.

Additionally, new this season
is the Evening Delights series,
where participants can craft
their own charcuterie boards
and take home their edible mas-
terpieces.

Whether you're Kkneading
dough, shaping soap, or sculpt-
ing clay, this fall’s lineup offers
countless ways for families and
individuals to learn, connect,
and create.

Diverse offerings across cate-
gories

The Fall lineup spans a wide
range of interests, careers, and
skills, ensuring there’s some-
thing for every learner.

Down to Business

Business and finance: Explore
the world of real estate with the
new Let’s Talk Real Estate se-
ries, designed for aspiring inves-
tors and homebuyers looking to
build knowledge and confidence.

Career and licensing: Ad-
vance your career on your sched-

ule with a self-paced Electrical
Motor Control lab. Dive into the
world of bookkeeping, or sharp-
en your beauty skills by Perfect-
ing the Art of Lashing.

Fun & Play

Hobbies and crafts: Get cre-
ative with hands-on workshops
in rubber duckie soap-making,-
Floral Design body balms, sugar
scrubs, quilled paper pendants,
pottery, modern calligraphy, and
In need of a change of scenery?
Try Watercolor in Nature, a se-
ries of painting classes held at
scenic outdoor locations.

Sports and leisure: Get certi-
fied with Boat America, a course
that meets boating education re-
quirements and ensures you're
safe and prepared on the water.
Build confidence with Paddling
Safety workshops, express your
creativity in Songwriting ses-
sions, and learn the timeless
strategy of the classic card game
Cribbage.

Mind & Body

Growth & development: A
new resilience-building work-
shop for parents focusing on
self-compassion and emotional
well-being.

Health & fitness: New Yoga
for All class designed for indi-
viduals of backgrounds and ex-
perience levels.

Opening new doors

Explore a trade: Take your
first step into a skilled trade with
introductory courses in leath-
er working and blacksmithing.
Forge your own full-tang knife,
learn the basics of auto body
work, or get practical, hands-on
training toward becoming an
electrical apprentice.

Home & Garden: Prepare for
a thriving garden with Seed
Starting 101 and Gardening with
Native Plants—ideal for both
beginners and seasoned green
thumbs looking to plan ahead
for the growing season.

Register early and secure
your spot

With so many new classes,
participants are encouraged to
register early starting July 7 to
secure their spot at www.bay-
path.net/bpce to explore the full
course catalog and sign up.

This fall promises to be a sea-
son of discovery, learning, and
family bonding—don’t miss out!

Courtesy

Worcester County Sheriff Lew Evangelidis greets residents from the Brookfields communities

during an annual senior picnic.

Area residents attend Sheriff’s
Office Senior Picnic

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — Resi-
dents from throughout
the Route 9 corridor
welcomed summer
by attending the Se-
nior Picnic offered by
the Worcester Coun-
ty  Sheriff’s  Office
(WCSO).

For more than 1,000
seniors in Worcester
County, the annual pic-
nic is a highly antici-
pated event that kicks
off the summer season.

This year, seniors
from all corners of
Worcester County at-
tended the June 7 pro-
gram at SAC Park in
Shrewsbury. Many
guests from Spencer,
the Brookfields com-
munities, and sur-
rounding towns drove
through the park to
receive a free barbeque
lunch and many other
giveaways.

"The Senior Picnic
is one of my favorite
days of the year, and
we strive to provide
the best experience
possible for attendees,"
said Worcester County
Sheriff Lew Evangelid-
is. “In addition to the
numerous treats and
giveaways that we hand
out, we also have over a
dozen vendors on site
to speak with seniors
about programs, prod-
ucts, and services that
they may benefit from."

The program is
made possible by team-

work from the WCSO,
the Worcester County
Reserve Deputy Sher-
iff’s Association, and
various vendors and
sponsors.

“Sheriff Evangelidis
and his team have hon-
ored Worcester Coun-
ty's senior citizens for
over a decade,” read
a statement released
by the WCSO. “Each
summer, more than
100 volunteers prepare
barbecue boxed lunch-
es and hand out other
raffle prizes, goodie
bags, Massachusetts
state lottery scratch
tickets, Chick-fil-A gift
cards, and more. For all
involved, it's a special
time filled with fun and
community spirit.”

This year, Janet Mo-
rin, Carolyn Boucher,
Gen Cook, and Diana
Perron—who live in the
Brookfields communi-
ties and attend the pic-
nic each year—enjoyed
an opportunity to step
out of their vehicle
and take a photo with
Sheriff Evangelidis.
They even wore custom
T-shirts celebrating the

picnic.
Officials thank all
volunteers who support

local seniors each year
at the event, helping
to distribute products
while also connecting
guests with resources.

“It is the dedicated
group of volunteers
who make this event
possible year after

year. Despite the unfa-
vorable weather fore-
cast, Mother Nature
granted a nice morn-
ing, which encouraged
seniors to attend,” read
the statement issued by
the WCSO.

This year’s pic-
nic was sponsored or
supported by several
community partners,
including Table Talk
Pies, Mercadante Fu-
neral Home, Massa-
chusetts State Lottery,
Chick-Fil-A, Automatic
Rolls of New England,
JV Mechanical Con-
tractors, Inc., Diamond
Auto Group, Falcone
Enterprises, NEPBA
Local 550, the Savickas
Family, and the Worces-
ter Housing Authority.

Vendors at the pic-
nic included Worcester
County District Attor-
ney Joesph Early, Cen-
tral Mass Housing Al-
liance, Vickstrom Law
Office, CareOne at Mill-
bury, Rockland Trust
Bank, The Overlook,
the Worcester Red Sox,
Tri-Valley, Inc., Saint
Francis Rehabilitation
and Nursing Center,
Senior Connection, and
Heart to Home Meals.

Students and staff
members from Worces-
ter Technical High
School are also thanked
for volunteering their
time to help make the
day memorable for at-
tendees.

Home Town Service,

Town-to-Town BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
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774-200-73 apd

- - . WAR RELICS &
g RICE RO'AD Nelgh borhood SOUTHBRIDGE P';‘:‘SET:TRS WAR SOUVENIERS
= "‘X in Millbury FOR RENT WANTED: EAIED:
) Rice Rd. Seeking Quality Homes v(\:lxng&vslﬁﬁll;\:g?
NEI G H BO RH 00 D Thomas Hill Rd. COZY mOdern Throug,\r)l%u}OCentral Helmets, Swords,
YARD SALE Aldrich Ave. 2 bedroom apartment | | rorerercee | e
Capt. Peter Simpson Rd. Off street parking Casor | [
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Jess Ertsgard named to President's List at Miami University

OXFORD, Ohio — Jess Ertsgard from Sturbridge
was named to the Miami University spring 2025 Pres-
ident's list.

Miami University students ranked in the top three
percent of undergraduate students within each divi-
sion for the spring 2025 semester have been named to
the President's list recognizing academic excellence.

Nationally recognized as one of the most outstand-
ing undergraduate institutions, Miami University is
a public university located in Oxford, Ohio. With a
student body of more than 22,600 undergraduate and
2,200 graduate students, Miami effectively combines

a wide range of strong academic programs with fac-
ulty who love to teach and the personal attention or-
dinarily found only at much smaller institutions.
Established in 1809, Miami University is consis-
tently ranked among the top 50 national public uni-
versities by the U.S. News & World Report for provid-
ing students with an Ivy League-quality education
at a public school price. Located in quintessential
college town Oxford, Ohio-with regional campuses
in Hamilton and Middletown, a learning center in
West Chester, and a European study center in Lux-
embourg-Miami serves more than 22,600 undergrad-

uates across more than 100 areas of study, and more
than 2,200 graduate students through 78 master's and
doctoral degree programs. At this comprehensive
research university, students engage and conduct re-
search with premiere teacher-scholars. Miami adds
$2.3 billion each year to Ohio's economy through
innovative partnerships and job creation. Miami is
an NCAA Division I school, serving more than 500
student-athletes across 19 varsity sports. For more
information, visit MiamiOH.edu.

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

We Want |
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

hope2o0wn.com
508.943.4333

Starnon Pelletien - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

a0

- WEBSTER - 11 PARK RD. UL
Featwed VNew Listing { X
Location ~ Location!! MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the beaten path,
on a rarely traveled side road! Feels like a faraway place/close by!
Each apartment boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living area ~ the1st floor Apt
has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath & the 2nd Floor Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs
& Full Bath. Updated Boilers w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks provides
HWBB Heat by Natural Gas. Garage-under. $510,000

() Featuned New Listing a0
X ) WEBSTER ( X
) 4 PERRYVILLE RD N

& That Cozy “I'm so Happy to be Home” Vibe! Move
A “ In Ready.Updated Kitchen w/stainless appliances.
13 - Formal Dining Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great Rm. 3+
71 m iu, - BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. Classic hardwood

- u-.... el floors, rounded archways.. wood burning fireplace.
- | Ouallty Owens-Corning finished basement system
~ with 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath w/Shower,
kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator. Morton Barn
Style Garage (24x24) w/open lean-to-roof. Proper-

= -_ 3 m ty well kept & has loads of character. .39 acre +/-

cleared lot w/179’ Rd Front! $435,000
Featwed New Listing
WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home!
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Webster Lake w/
Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of
4 Homes being built at this Site. Offers 2,155
SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths
| 9’ Ceilings. Open Concept Plan. Wood Floormg

2 . Throughout w/Ceramic Tile Floors in the 2-1/2
I !I-I . 1
I

‘v
"tz«

Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Clos-
et & Private Full Bath w/5" Tiled Shower, Dou-
ble-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider.
Basement-rough plumbed for future expansion.
FHA Heat & Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

88 Union Point

Western
Beautiful Sunsets

1 ters edge!

\

Webster Lake Waterfront

. | Excellent opportunity! Natural
Facing  Shoreline-
- Views of
| Middle to North Pond! 7,000
| +/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Win-
| terized cottage Fireplaced living
room ! 12 X 30 one car garage.
Beautiful Pine trees at the wa-
$660,000

Featined Listing a9
Swag Fandon Tlla) (i
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LISTING'

ARt .

N
)

@

iy |
a0

i TiL]

. 4 ¥ | i
: : .'".J o i .'H‘ll gr s 1"
330 INE DT Jl"i

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT'S FINEST' THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE VIL
LA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS
> Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular
Seasons! It's more than a home - it's a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,150,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!

100+/- feet

(@

* 15 CEDAR POINT RD

of Pristine,
Sandy Shoreline! Boasting
- 6 Large rooms, 2 Baths, 3
Bedrooms, Garage. All on a

= Private road
= $1,000,000

WEBSTER - 8 VICTORY DR.

WELCOME to this Charming &
Well Maintained Ranch Style
House ! The Layout is Versatile
- Perfect Blend of Comfort &
Functionality! New Appliances,
: “Mahogany” Cabinets! Hard-
wood Wood floors! “Walk up”

| attic...Future Expansion!  Fully
Fenced in back yard for your
Furry Friends or Active Kiddos :)
$359,900

7mmed‘ %ew Lesting ! )
WEBSTER - 18 GRAYSTONE AVE ( F

& Welcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE
i offering the perfect blend of modern
amenities. Recently remodeled open
A4 concept kitchen living room & dining
S area featuring granite countertops,
new flooring & recent appliances. Up-
I ] dates include roof, windows, doors,
I;3| Roth oil tank & Hot Water Heater
TT  (2021). New heating system in 2023.
« This is a “GEM” Possibility of a 4th
bedroom/home office. 1 car under
$405,000

B

Websten Late Waterfnout Lots
Bates Point Rd

In Beautiful, Calm, eter Cove
Lot# 1003R Natural Level Shore line
3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line
5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000 SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line
7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 SORRY SOLD!

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=
) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
Licensed in MA & CT

oz

SOUTHBRIDGE

Apartment for Rent
$1,100 month
First floor
2 Bedrooms
Golf Street
Quiet Neighborhood
Call 508-765-5533

Leave name & phone #
Hlicit drug users need not to apply

Make the move!

Find the homes of your neighborhood

P

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal busingsses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonehridgepress.news

When
Experience
R and

y Commitment
Matter

Mary Vigliatura StolarczyR

wiww.StonebridgePress.com

OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

DUDLEY- INGROUND POOL
Located in Tobin Farms Subdivision
*Heated Saltwater Pool (19’x33’)
*Cathedral Ceiling Livingroom
*Potential 1st Floor Bedroom
* American Walnut Flooring
in Familyroom
*Proximity to All Major Highways
*1st Floor Laundry
* Fireplace
* 3 Bedrooms
* Familyroom w/ Wet Bar
*Hardwood Floors throughout

*2400 sq. ft. not including Lower Level
10 Tobin Drive $685,000

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE
PROBLEMS”
ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any fype!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

P
RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

ERA Key Realty

ssssssss SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com

Donnaflannery@erakey.net

SERVICE
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame TOP ACENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
— 508.612.1382 SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME Szymczak e
/w SEMA;\‘ MESRealty.com ‘ ERAHALLOFFAME [Hii; 8} ﬂ CRS, GRI, SRES ?
\ istom J R : e — 508-943-7669 - -
\\;‘_T_ Mary@WillSellit.com 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 774-230-5044 y

CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

WEBSTER- COMING SOON

*Immaculate Ranch
* 3 Bedrooms
* 1.5 Baths
*Hardwood Floors
*Modern Kitchen & Bath
*Fantastic Lot
*Town Services

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
Licensed in MA & CT|
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CASUAL WATERFRONT

3084 DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY
LAKESIDE LIVE MUSIC LINEUP musIC
6/20 Evan CouTuRE %!,’!E?
6/27 JoHN DEMERS THURSDAY
6/29 Jonny Tavior 103
New Summer Menu

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website |
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

Starts 6/19

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

b Check
— out the
new Fall/
Winter

Find us on
Facebook

SUNMERRDHOOD L

U3 1E

ale applies only to Kin-Dried & Air-Dried Cord-Wood

(74-813-7378

W

West End Firewood

Order Now and Take Delivery Before July 31, 2025, |
to Save $50 on Each Cord of Wood” No Limits =
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WelendHrewood com/summer I
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- 7STAR
LIQUORS

» _ 543 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550 ; _
3 . 508-764-0644 K

Follow Us @7StarLiquors
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-11pm ¢Sunday 10am-11pm (
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Million dollar
winner on
$5 scratch ticket
sold here!!
/

wiieytonebridgePress.com

Bay Path Practical Nursing students
sharpen interview skills through mock
sessions with healthcare leaders

CHARLTON — Dana
Aspero, Director of Hos-
pice at The Overlook, re-
cently conducted mock
interviews with the
Practical Nursing (PN)
Class of 2025 at Bay Path
Practical Nursing Acad-
emy. This annual tradi-
tion allows students to
engage in realistic job
interview simulations
with actual members of
the healthcare commu-
nity, providing essential
practice before they be-
gin their careers.

Each year, members
of the graduating PN co-
hort participate in these
mock interviews — a
“trial by fire” designed
to replicate the experi-
ence of interviewing for
an entry-level nursing
position. This year, As-
pero was so impressed
with the students that
she remarked, “They are
all so nice —Iwould hire
them!”

The interviews are
held on campus and
are a key component
of the Transition into
Practice course, led by
Professor Melissa Zeien,
BSN, RN, WCC. Profes-
sor Zeien not only pre-
pares the students for
the interviews but also
manages the logistics
— from scheduling vol-
unteer interviewers to
guiding students in re-

fining their résumeés and
cover letters.

“The idea is that when
our graduates walk into
their first real interview
for that coveted new
grad position, they’ll feel
more confident and pre-
pared because they've
already experienced the
process,” explained Dr.
Gretheline Bolandri-
na, DHA, MSN Ed, RN,
CRRN, Academy Direc-
tor.

Preparation for this
moment begins as soon
as students enter Bay
Path. Over the course of
the program, students
build a comprehensive
academic portfolio that
documents their -clini-
cal experience, observa-

tions, volunteer service,
and participation in
initiatives like the Mock
Code Team.

The mock interview
experience is made pos-
sible thanks to gener-
ous volunteers from the
healthcare field. These
professionals see their
participation not only
as a way to give back
but also as a vital part of
strengthening the nurs-
ing pipeline and sup-
porting the continued
growth and reputation
of Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy. Their
involvement is deeply
appreciated by faculty
and students alike.

St. Nicholas bolding yard sale fune 21

SOUTHBRIDGE — St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church will hold its
Multi-Family Yard Sale on Saturday, June 21 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (no early
birds, please) on the church grounds, 126 Morris St., Southbridge.

Come one, come all -

something for everyone!

<|LIVING ROOM e

SALE

Our finest lines will include
Names like
La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville  508-234-8777
FREE REMOVAL * FREE DELIVERY
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