
MILFORD —  New England Legends, 
the creators of the popular New England 
Legends podcast, are thrilled to announce 
the return of their much-anticipated annual 
charity ball on Saturday, Feb. 14 at 7 p.m. 

The “Freak Formal” is a ghoulishly 
delightful event that will take place at the 
DoubleTree Hotel in Milford, Massachusetts, 
promising attendees an unforgettable night 
of monsters, ghosts, zombies, dancing, 
games, raffle prizes, and a pizza party—all 
in the spirit of raising funds for Project 
Just Because, a 501(c)3 charity based in 
Hopkinton that provides for struggling fam-
ilies in their times of greatest need by 
supplying basic necessities including warm 

clothing, food, and school supplies.
Hosted by Jeff Belanger and Ray Auger, 

the minds behind the New England Legends 
podcast, the Freak Formal has become a 
cherished alternative celebration for 
those looking to escape the clichés of 
Valentine’s Day. 

“We look forward to this parade of 
the macabre all year long,” said Jeff 
Belanger, author and co-host of the New 
England Legends podcast. “Formerly 
called ‘Zombie Prom,’ we decided to 
rename it to the Freak Formal to cast the 
horror net a little wider.”

“People can dress up as any weird 
character they like, or just attend to 
watch the spectacle—all for a great local 

cause,” added Ray Auger, co-host of the 
New England Legends podcast. “Best cos-
tumes will be crowned King and Queen of 
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Snowbanks Linger.  Town halls stay busy. 
 Local life keeps moving.

NOTHBRIDGE —  The 
Grass Roots Coffeehouse 
will be hosting Tex’s 
Troubadours on Saturday, 
March 7, at 7 p.m.   The 
band is making its first 
appearance at Grass Roots, 
as well as here in central 
Massachusetts.  

The group often is mix 
of various New England 
based Bluegrass musicians 
and is led by Dave (Tex) 
Orlomoski on guitar, banjo 
and vocals from western 
Connecticut.   This par-
ticular group has played 

together for three years 
and also features John 
Stey on mandolin, guitar 
and vocals from western 
Connecticut, Ellen Carlson 
on fiddle and vocals from 
the seacoast area of New 
Hampshire, and Bob Dick 
from Northbridge on bass 
and vocals.  We’ll be play-
ing a mix of standard and 
original bluegrass music 
with some traditional coun-
try and fiddle tunes mixed 
in.  

The concert will take 
place in function room 

of the Rockdale Cong. 
Church, 42 Fowler Rd., 
Northbridge. Prior to the 
show, come have a bowl 
of soup or chili, or hot slid-
er sandwich, and at inter-
mission have dessert and 
coffee. Proceeds go to the 
Church.

 Admission to the show 
is $20 at the door only. 
Doors will be open at 6 
p.m. Seating is at a first 
come/first served basis. 
For more information, call 
or text Bob Dick at 617-
429-0347.

Timothy Ryan — Courtesy

Grand Knight Jeff Highcove of Knights of Columbus Council 15829 in Blackstone is presented the Columbian Award from Supreme Knight Patrick Kelley. 
Presenting the award is District Deputy Timothy Ryan (left) and Mass State Advocate Michael Gibson (right).

Love, 
Lace & 
Legacy

Enjoy a 
Valentine’s 
evening at 

Asa Waters 
Mansion

MILLBURY —  The Asa 
Waters Mansion invites the 
community to step into an eve-
ning of romance, history, and 
timeless elegance with Love, 
Lace & Legacy: A Valentine’s 
Evening at the Mansion, taking 
place on Friday, Feb. 13. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. at the historic 
Asa Waters Mansion, located 
at 123 Elm St., Millbury.

This unique Valentine’s event 
blends local history, social 
charm, and classic romance, 
highlighting the fascinat-
ing story of Esther Howland, 
a pioneering Worcester, 
Massachusetts entrepreneur 
who revolutionized Valentine’s 
Day with her beautifully 
adorned cards.

Guests will enjoy a cocktail 
reception, seasonal Valentine 
inspired sweet and savory 
bites, raffles, and a cash bar 
provided by Spicy Water 
Distillery and Broken Creek 
Winery. The evening also fea-
tures an engaging historical 
presentation by Robert Stacy, 
Historian from the Museum 
of Worcester, offering insight 
into Esther Howland’s lasting 
impact on American culture, 

W H I T I N S V I L L E 
—  When you read about 
helping students succeed 
in school, the focus is often 
on strong academic skills 
like reading and math. 
What gets less attention, 
but makes a big difference, 
is a set of mental skills 
called executive function-
ing.

“Executive functioning 
is the brain’s management 
system. It helps students 
plan, stay organized, man-
age time, focus attention, 
control impulses, and adapt 
to change,” said Annaliese 
Wheeler, Educational 
Support Services Director 
at Whitinsville Christian 
School. “Students who 
struggle with executive 
functioning may forget 
assignments, have trou-

ble starting or completing 
tasks, get overwhelmed 
by changes in routine, or 
lose track of materials or 
time.” These challenges 
are common among all 
students, and can be more 
pronounced in those with 
attention differences, anxi-
ety, or other learning needs.

Recognizing the impor-
tance of these skills, 
Whitinsville Christian 
School provides compre-
hensive support to help stu-
dents thrive academically 
and personally through 
its Educational Support 
Services (ESS) department, 
which combines Student 
Academic Services and 
Health and Wellness. WCS 
offers individualized help 
from kindergarten through 
12th grade. The program 

includes progress moni-
toring, direct instruction in 
areas such as study skills 
and academic support, and 
services delivered both in 
the classroom and in small 
groups or one-on-one set-
tings. ESS also assists 
families and teachers by 
recommending strategies, 
coordinating assessments, 
and developing Individual 
Learning Plans or accom-
modations when appropri-
ate.

“By supporting each 
child’s unique learning 
needs, we are helping stu-
dents build the executive 
functioning skills that mat-
ter - not just for school, but 
for life beyond the class-
room,” said Wheeler.

New England Legends presents 
Valentine’s Day Freak Formal 
to benefit Project Just Because

Tex’s Troubadours to perform 
at Grass Roots Coffeehouse

Executive functioning: 
A key to student success

Turn To LOVE page  A10
Turn To FORMAL page  A10



Home of the Northbridge Senior 
Center

The following events will take 
place at Plummer Place, Home of 
the Northbridge Senior Center.   We 
are located at 20 Highland St. in 
Whitinsville.   Telephone: (508) 234-
2002.   Northbridge residents have pri-
ority for all programming and events.

Regular Programs:
Bereavement Group
Monday, February 9th at 1:00pm
Brew Crew
Wednesday, February 4th at 9:30am
Book Club
Wednesday, February 18th at 10:30am
Mindful Meditation with Kelly
Every Thursday at 9:30am
S c r a b b l e 

Mondays, February 9th  and 23rd at 
9:30am

Women’s Collective
Thursday, February 12th at 10:00am
Writing Your Way with Lori
Thursdays, February 12th and 26th at 

2:00pm

Special Events and Programs:
NEW Women’s Collective!
Ladies — ignite your next chapter 

with our new Women’s Collective 
— where a fresh focus on com-
munity meets bold creativity. Next 
meeting date:   Thursday, February 
12th at 10:00am. No sign up required!  
Please drop in and join us.   Coffee/
tea/hot chocolate will be available. 
Any questions? Please call Amy at 
(508) 234-2002 x1305.

LAST CALL for the Blue Zones!
Are you interested in beginning a 

journey to better health, happiness, 
and a longer life?   Learn where 
and how centenarians are living 
across the world in this exciting 
three-week program exploring the 
Blue Zones!   This program will 
include a book, a guest speaker, light 

refreshments, some healthy challenges, 
and more fun surprises!  Sign up in the 
main office.   $20 per person payable 
in cash on the day of the first class.  
Thursdays:

February 19th, 26th, and March 5th
All classes will meet from 

10:00am-11:00am

Active Agers Health Fair
Get moving, get informed, 

and get inspired!   Please join us at 
Plummer Place’s first-ever Active 
Agers Health fair for older adults!  
This event is packed with fun and 
engaging activities, screenings, and 
wellness tips to keep you thriving!  
Your health, your way, your day! 
Wednesday, February 25th

12:30pm-2:30pm 
The first 20 people in the door will 

receive a free reflective drawstring 
backpack.   Free door prizes will be 
drawn throughout the afternoon and 
grab and go snacks will also be avail-
able, as well as bone density and blood 
pressure screenings.  There is a $5 atten-
dance fee, payable in cash at the door 
the day of this event.    Please call the 
main office to sign up so we can gauge 
attendance.

Web site: northbridgemass.org/WSL
Phone: 508-234-2151

Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Holiday Hours: Closed Feb. 9 for Presidents 

Day

Super Book Sale
Saturday, Feb. 7 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
The Friends of WSL’s annual Super Book 

Sale is at the Village Congregational Church. 
Great deals on used books. All proceeds go 
right back to funding the library.

February Vacation week programs:
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Craft Day — drop-in, self-guided creative 

fun.

Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 3 p.m.
Intro to Coding
Explore the basics of coding through hands-

on play with Dash, an interactive robot that 
responds to commands, sounds, lights, and 
movement. Led by MobileQuest Adventures, 
participants will use simple, age-appropriate 
coding tools to program Dash to move, nav-
igate challenges, and complete fun tasks—all 
while building problem-solving and criti-
cal-thinking skills. No prior coding experi-
ence needed; just curiosity and a willingness 
to experiment! Register.

Thursday, Feb. 19, 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Building Day — open-ended building and 

designing.

Friday, Feb. 20, 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Game Day — casual games and laid-back 

play.

Weekly Programs:

Library Littles 
Mondays at 10:30 a.m.
Stories, songs, and playtime for children 

two and younger and their caregivers. A great 
opportunity to introduce your child to the 
library and meet new friends!

Preschool Storytime
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
Join us each week for stories, songs, move-

ment, and fun! Designed just for preschoolers, 
but open to everyone, our storytime helps 
build early literacy skills through play, imag-
ination, and social interaction. Come ready to 
wiggle, giggle, and grow a love of reading! 
Drop-in.

Builders & Makers
Thursdays at 3 p.m.
Our LEGO club meets weekly. Stop-in and 

creative something new.

Music & Movement with Deb Hudgins
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.
Join Miss Deb for singing, dancing, games, 

stories, and lots of fun. Ages one to five. 
Registration required. 

Dungeons & Dragons Campaigns
For grades 8-12 Feb. 11 at 3 p.m.
For grades 6 & 7 Feb. 18 at 3 p.m.
Calling all adventurers! Beginners wel-

come. First level character sheets will be pro-
vided if you don’t have your own. Dice and 
snacks will be provided. Registration required 
for the correct age level.

More February Events:

Get Help with Jenna
Monday, Feb. 2 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. & 

Thursday, Feb. 19 from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Sign up for a 30 minute session with 

Community Health worker Jenna Gouin. Get 
assistance with applying for MassHealth, 
SNAP, WIC, Fuel Assistance, Medicare, 
Social Security, Veteran’s benefits, and more. 
Register online or by calling.

Fiction Book Club
Monday, Feb. 2 at 6 p.m.
February’s selection is Starter Villain by 

John Scalzi..Books are available for pick up at 
the library or online via Libby. Refreshments 
provided. Please register.

Valentine Take & Make
Pick Up Friday, Feb. 6
Register to take home your own sewn 

Valentine kit! Sweet treat included. For adults, 
registration required.

Galentine’s Day Mother Daughter Craft 
Night.

Monday, Feb. 9 at 6 p.m.
Share an early Galentine’s Day moment at 

this needle-felting workshop for moms and 
daughters—or any meaningful female adult/
teen pair. Learn the basics of needle felting 
with Pop-Up Art School as you transform 
loose wool into an adorable penguin finished 
with a heart. This guided, beginner-friendly 
class is perfect for Valentine’s Day gifting or 
winter decorating. Ages 10 and up. Register.

Knits & Knots Group
Monday, Feb. 9 at 6 p.m.
Calling all fiber artists! Bring whatever 

project you’re working on and join fellow 
crafters at the library for creating and con-
versations. Refreshments provided. Drop in. 
Knits & Knots meets the second Monday of 
every month.

The Whodunnits
Tuesday, Feb. 13 at 11 a.m.
Read and discuss The Dry by Jane Harper. 

Copies of the book are available at the cir-
culation desk or via Libby. Refreshments 
provided. This mystery, suspense and thriller 
book club meets the second Tuesday of each 
month. Register.

Memoir Book Club
Wednesday, Feb. 

25 at 6 p.m.
Read Kitchen 

Confidential by 
Anthony Bourdain. 
Copies are available 
at the library and via 
Libby. Refreshments 
served.

Silent Book Club
Thursday, Feb. 26 

at 6 p.m.
Come gather at the 

library with fellow 
book lovers to read 
and relax. There are 
no assigned readings. 
Bring your own book 
or browse and borrow 
one of the library’s. 
Refreshments provid-
ed.
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Real Estate

BLACKSTONE 
$625,000, 57 Milk St, Pouliot, 

Mark, to Rushlow, Jared, and Alves, 
Joclyn.

$605,000, 244 Mendon St, 
Spielhagen 2nd, Bernard C, and 
Spielhagen, Rosalinda E, to Fortier, 
Peter P, and Fortier, Cathy A.

$459,900, 43 Edgewater Dr, 
Montesi, Joshua, to Pelletier, Carole 
S.

NORTHBRIDGE
$640,487, 33 Crestwood Cir #45, 

Stone Hill Partners LLC, to Clemente, 
Emmett A, and Clemente, Lisa B.

$535,000, 2767 Providence 
Rd, Danielson-Ewing, Nigel P, 
and Danielson-Ewing, Sarah E, to 
Bergerson, Richard.

$425,000, 44 Arthur Dr #44, Kelley, 
Zachary, and Elsasser, Isabelle, to 
Silva, Angel R, and Silva, Amanda 
M.

$371,500, 119 Susanne Dr, Lozier 
Alphege J Est, and Lozier, James, to 
Philbrook, Koryne, and Philbrook, 
Kayli S.

$325,000, 5 Summit St #5, Keddy, 
Courtney M, and Lipke, Andrew, to 
Mendes, Sonia.

$16,500, 382 Upton St, Northbridge 
Town Of, to Whitinsville Water Co

UXBRIDGE
$874,900, 117 Turner Farm Rd, 

Tf Rt, and Frateschi, Edward A, to 
Jencks, Christie, and Montesi, Joshua.

$633,250, 60 Tyler Dr, Wendt, 
Robert J, and Wendt, Deborah L, 
to Merten, Samuel, and Merten, 
Elizabeth.

$574,900, 100 Spring Hill Dr #100, 
Kiessling, Paula, to Vargas, Sue E.

$526,200, 14 Woodland Rd, Stotz, 
Daniel F, to Dickey, Brian.

Ware
$500,000, 130 Greenwich Plains 

Rd, Errante, Brian, to Fountain, Mary 
L, and Fountain, John.

$315,000, 36 Berkshire Cir, 
Chartier, Robert P, and Chartier, 
Phyllis A, to Halliday, Jack A, and 
Boucher, Rebecca C.

Whitinsville Social Library Plummer Place

Simon Fairfield 
Public Library

The Simon Fairfield Public Library’s January 2026 
Schedule. Please note that some events do require registra-
tion. If you have any questions regarding any events, please 
do not hesitate to contact the library at 508-476-2695 or 
email at us at douglas@cwmars.org.  

Address: 290 Main St., Douglas, 
Phone: 508-476-2695
Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m.-

1 p.m.

Please note that we will be closed on Monday, Feb. 16 in 
observance of President’s Day.

Children’s Book Clubs (Registration Required)
Wednesday, Feb. 4 at 4 p.m. - Book Wizards (Grades 5-7), 

“The Highland Falcon Thief” by M.G. Leonard
Wednesday, Feb. 11 at 4 p.m. - Young Readers (Grades 

K-2), “A Little Bit of Winter” by Paul Stewart
Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 4 p.m. - Book Bunch (Grades 2-4), 

“We the Children” by Andrew Clements

Children’s Happenings
Monday, Feb. 2, 9, and 23 at 10 a.m. - Winter Storytime 

(Registration Required)
Tuesday, Feb. 3 and 17 at 11:30 a.m. - Music & Movement 

with Deb Hudgins
Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 3:30 p.m. - Lego Club I (Registration 

Required)
Tuesday, Feb. 3 and 17, at 4 p.m. - Dungeons & Dragons 

Club (FULL)
Wednesday, Feb. 4 and 11 at 11:30 a.m. - “Young 

Scientist’s” - STEM Program (Registration Required)
Thursday, Feb. 5, 12, and 26 at 10 a.m. - Winter Storytime 

(Registration Required)
Tuesday, Feb. 10 at 3:30 p.m. - Lego Club II (Registration 

Required)
Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 5:45 p.m. - Reading to Bryce 

(Registration Required)
Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 3:30 p.m. - Lego Club III (Registration 

Required)

Adult Book Clubs
Thursday, Feb. 5 at 6:30 p.m. - Greatest Book Club Ever, 

“Pay it Forward” by Catherine Ryan Hyde
Tuesday, Feb. 9 at 6:30 p.m. - Intrepid Readers, “I Hope 

This Finds You Well” by Natalie Sue
Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 6:30 p.m. - SciFi Book Club, “The 

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy” by Douglas Adams
Monday, Feb. 23 at 6:30 p.m. - Plot Twisters, “Then She 

Was Gone” by Lisa Jewell

Adult Happenings
Monday, Feb. 2 at 11 a.m. - Get Help with Jenna Gouin 

(Registration Required)
Monday, Feb. 2, 9, and 23 at 6 p.m. - Writer’s 

Accountability Group
Wednesday, Feb. 4, 11, 18, and 25 at 10 a.m. - Fiber Arts 

Friends
Wednesday, Feb. 11 and 25 at 5:45 p.m. - Fiber Arts 

Friends
Saturday, Feb. 21 at 10:30 a.m. - SFPL Gardeners

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email:

mikaela@
stonebridge press.news



SUTTON —  The 
Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
(BVCC), Women’s 
Success Network 
(WSN) invites local pro-
fessionals and business 
leaders to attend 
the Business After 
Hours on Thursday, 
Feb. 12 from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. at District 
V House, located at 
356 Manchaug Rd., 
Sutton.

Please join us 
for this engaging 
networking event 
offering attendees 
the opportunity to 
connect with fel-
low professionals, 
build meaningful 
business relation-
ships, and enjoy a 
relaxed evening in 
one of Sutton’s most 
stylish local spaces. 
Guests will have the 
chance to sip, shop, 
and enjoy light bites 
while learning more 
about the business-
es and organizations 
that make up the 
Blackstone Valley’s 
vibrant economy. 

“Business After 
Hours events are 
more than just net-
working, they’re 
about bringing pro-
fessionals together 
in a way that feels 
genuine and wel-
coming,” said 
Executive Director 
of the Blackstone 
Valley Chamber 
of Commerce, Liz 
O’Neil. “These 
gatherings give 
business leaders 
the opportunity 
to step away from 
the office, meet 
new faces, and 
build meaningful 
connections. The 
WSN, and District 
V House allow us to 
create an engaging 
environment that 

supports collaboration, 
community, and local 
business.”

Members of the BVCC 
are invited to attend for 
a fee of $25, while the 
price for future members 

is set at $35. Interested 
parties are encouraged 
to RSVP by February 
5, 2026, to secure their 
place. Register online 
at, www.blackstoneval-
ley.org/events. For more 

information, please con-
tact Liz O’Neil at, 508-
234-9090, or loneil@
blackstonevalley.org. 

The Mission of the 
Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 

is to preserve and 
enhance the eco-
nomic vitality of the 
Blackstone Valley by 
addressing the needs 
and concerns of busi-
nesses and providing 
leadership, support 
and resources in con-
nection with issues 
which impact com-
merce and the quality 
of life in the Valley.
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MEET Siren
Meet Siren — a gentle soul who’s finding her confidence more each day  She was one of 
nearly 50 dogs rescued from an alleged dogfighting operation in South Carolina. Thanks to our 
partners at Humane World for Animals, she’s now safe at Baypath and beginning a new chapter.
Siren can be shy at first and will do best in a patient, understanding home that allows her to 
settle in at her own pace. With time and kindness, she blossoms and shows just how sweet 
she truly is.
Treats are the key to Siren’s heart. She warms up quickly when snacks are involved, and once 
she does, her soft, loving personality shines through. She’s making steady progress and gaining 
confidence with each new experience.
Siren may enjoy the company of a calm, friendly dog, but she could also thrive as the only dog 
in a quiet, supportive home where she can continue building confidence one step at a time.
If you have a loving home and the patience to let Siren grow at her own pace, she may be the 
perfect match for you.

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

j j j j j j

Gabriel, who prefers to be called 
Gabe, is a kind, fun-loving young 
boy with a delightful sense of hu-
mor and a vivid imagination. He 
has a natural curiosity and an en-
gaging personality that draws peo-
ple in right away.

Gabe enjoys building and creat-
ing with Legos, blocks, and Mag-
na-Tiles, but what he truly loves 
most is playing with his Matchbox 
cars and trucks. He also enjoys 
spending time on his tablet, play-
ing video games, watching TV, 
and exploring the outdoors. His 
interests reflect both his creativity 
and his energetic spirit.

Gabe often shines as a leader among his peers. He is confi-
dent, friendly, and eager to connect with others, happily striking 
up conversations and asking thoughtful, endless questions. His 
enthusiasm, openness, and playful nature make him a joy to be 
around and easy to engage with.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21183284104

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.              

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster 
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care.             

Gabriel
Age 10

Registration #8685

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

  SUTTON —  The Whitin 
Community Center (WCC) is 
proud to announce its upcoming 
Children’s Benefit, taking place 
on Wednesday, March 25 at 5:30 
p.m. at the beautiful Pleasant 
Valley Country Club in Sutton.  

This special evening will cele-
brate more than 50 years of mem-
ories, milestones, and meaning-
ful impact made through WCC’s 
children’s programs. Designed as 
a fun event to celebrate the suc-
cesses of our youth, the event will 
bring together alumni, families, 
community members, and sup-
porters for a night of connection, 
celebration, and giving. 

  Guests will enjoy a cocktail 
hour with passed hors d’oeuvres, 
followed by a light buffet. The 
evening will also feature alumni 
recognition and community spot-
lights, highlighting individuals and 
stories that exemplify the positive 

influence of the WCC’s children’s 
programs. A special Youth Theatre 
performance will  showcase  the 
talent and confidence fostered 
through the Outreach program. 

 In addition, attendees will have 
the opportunity to support WCC’s 
mission through a Fund-A-Need, 
directly benefiting children’s pro-
grams that continue to enrich and 
empower youth throughout our 
community. 

Sponsorship opportunities 
are available for businesses and 
individuals looking to make a 
meaningful impact while gaining 
visibility within the community. 
Those interested in sponsoring the 
event are encouraged to contact 
Development Director, Victoria 
Waterman at Victoria.Waterman@
OurGym.org. 

 Tickets for the WCC Children’s 
Benefit will be available online 
soon. For updates and  addition-

al  information, please visitwww.
WhitinCommunityCenter.com  or 
call 508-234-8184.  

 The Whitin Community Center 
is committed to enhancing the 
health and well-being of indi-
viduals and families and build-
ing a strong community in the 
Blackstone Valley.   We offer 
social, recreational, education-
al, and outreach programs that 
bring community members of all 
ages and backgrounds together. 
The Whitin Community Center 
is the Blackstone Valley’s most 
complete family and recreation 
center with two swimming pools, 
a gym, fitness center, early learn-
ing programs, summer camps and 
a seven and a half acre park.  For 
more information, call 508-
234-8184 or visit www.Whitin 
Community Center.com. 

Coffee Break 
Women’s Bible 
Study turns to 

1 & 2 Peter
WHITINSVILLE — Coffee Break, a community Bible study 

for women, will continue its winter/spring season with a study 
of 1 & 2 Peter: Built to Belong on Feb. 10.  God loves us and 
has wonderful plans for our lives – no matter what the current 
events look like. Come join with others in a study of  1 & 2 
Peter: Built to Belong as we look at who God is and the power 
and glory He is about to display in the earth. Our God is so 
trustworthy. All peace and joy are found in Him.  You’re only 
allowed to be a newcomer the first week.  After that, we’re all 
friends.  We look forward to meeting you. 

            Refreshments and childcare are provided—There’s 
loving care for your babies and toddlers through age five. 

            Coffee Break is held each Tuesday from 9:30 to 11 
a.m. and offers women in the Blackstone Valley an opportunity 
to read and discuss the Bible, share questions and concerns, and 
develop new friendships.    There’s no “homework” required, 
and no previous Bible knowledge is necessary.   Study guides 
and Bibles are provided free of charge. 

            Pleasant St. Church is located at 25 Cross St. in 
Whitinsville.    For directions, questions, or to get more infor-
mation, please call Anna 774-287-9449, email churchoffice@
pscrc.org or visit https://www.pscrc.org/adults.

Whitin Community Center 
announces Children’s 

Benefit celebrating more 
than 50 years of impact 

BVCC’s Women’s Success Network 
hosts Business After Hours 

at District V House in Sutton
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There is a certain sound that tells 
you winter is finally losing its grip: 
the slow, steady drip from the edge 
of a roof. It is not dramatic. It does 
not announce itself loudly. But once 
you hear it, you know something 
important is happening.

Around here, late winter has its 
own personality. The snowbanks 

shrink one cau-
tious inch at a 
time. Mud season 
starts knocking 
on the door. The 
sun hangs around 
a little longer in 
the evenings, giv-
ing us just enough 
light to feel hope-

ful without quite letting us relax 
yet. It is an in-between season, and 
I have come to appreciate it more as 
the years go by.

When I was younger, I wanted 
winter gone the moment it arrived. I 
counted down the days until spring 
with the impatience of someone 
waiting for a bus that never seems 
to come. Now, I find myself paying 
closer attention to the small signs of 
change. A patch of grass reappear-
ing along the edge of the driveway. 
A bird returning to the feeder that I 
have not seen in months. The first 
time I leave the house without my 
heaviest coat and realize, halfway 
down the steps, that I do not actually 
need it.

These small moments do not 
make the weather report, but they 
shape our moods more than we real-
ize. They remind us that no season 
lasts forever. Not the cold ones, and 
not the easy ones either.

Living in small Massachusetts 
towns, we are used to adapting. 
We shovel, salt, scrape, and repeat. 
Then, without much ceremony, we 
switch gears. Out come the rakes 
and the garden gloves. The snow 
brush gets tossed in the back of the 
closet, and the lawn chairs quietly 
reappear on porches. We do this 
every year, almost automatically, 
yet it always feels a little new.

There is something comforting 
about that rhythm. It gives structure 
to time. It teaches patience. It also 
teaches humility, because no matter 
how many winters we survive, the 
next one still has the final say.

My wife likes to open the win-
dows on the first mild day, even 
when the air is still a little sharp. She 
says the house needs to “remember 
what fresh air feels like.” I usually 
grumble about the cold breeze, but 
I secretly enjoy it. It smells like 
change. It sounds like the start of 
something better.

We talk a lot about big goals 
and fresh starts this time of year. 
But I think the real reset happens 
quietly. It happens when we take 
that first walk without worrying 
about ice. When we linger outside 
a little longer after work. When we 
notice ourselves breathing easier, 
not just because the air is warmer, 
but because the season is shifting in 
our favor.

Late winter teaches a useful les-
son. You do not need everything 
to be perfect to move forward. You 
just need enough light to see the 
next step.

So if you find yourself listening to 
that drip from the roof or watching 
the snow retreat from the corners of 
your yard, take a moment to appre-
ciate it. It is not just water falling 
to the ground. It is time moving 
on, slowly and steadily, the way it 
always has.

And that steady movement, even 
when it is subtle, is often exactly 
what we need most.

25 Elm St.
Southbridge, MA 01550
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Editorial

Why 
small-town 
consistency

 still 
matters

One of the quiet strengths of life in the 
Blackstone Valley is that most days look 
a lot like the ones that came before. That 
may not sound exciting, but it is deeply 
reassuring.

We know when the library opens. We 
know which roads flood first in a hard 
rain. We know that if the power goes out, 
the same crews will be out there again, 
working their way down the list until the 
lights come back on. In a world that often 
feels unsteady, that kind of predictability 
has real value.

Consistency is not the same as compla-
cency. It does not mean refusing to change 
or clinging to outdated ways of doing 
things. Rather, it means that when change 
does come, it happens within a framework 
people trust. Town meetings still hap-
pen. School calendars are still published 
months in advance. Local boards still meet 
face to face and take public comment, even 
when the room is half empty.

These routines can feel mundane, espe-
cially when nothing dramatic is on the 
agenda. But they are the scaffolding that 
holds communities together. When a cri-
sis hits, whether it is a budget shortfall, a 
school facilities issue, or a public safety 
concern, those familiar systems are already 
in place. There is a process. There are peo-
ple who know their roles. There is a shared 
understanding of how decisions are made.

That reliability also shapes how res-
idents relate to one another. In smaller 
towns, disagreements rarely stay abstract. 
You might argue with someone at a meet-
ing on Monday and see them at the grocery 
store on Wednesday. That reality encour-
ages a certain restraint. You can disagree 
strongly and still expect to see each other 
again next week. Over time, that expecta-
tion tempers extremes and keeps conversa-
tions grounded.

It is easy to overlook these qualities 
because they do not generate headlines. 
But they matter enormously to families 
deciding where to settle, to seniors hoping 
to age in place, and to young people learn-
ing, often by example, how communities 
function.

As the calendar turns toward another 
busy spring of budgets, planning deci-
sions, and school discussions, it is worth 
remembering that progress does not 
always announce itself loudly. Sometimes 
it shows up as a meeting that starts on time, 
a service that continues without interrup-
tion, or a familiar routine that quietly does 
its job.

In the Blackstone Valley, that kind of 
steadiness is not accidental. It is the result 
of years of showing up, again and again, 
even when there is nothing urgent to fix. 
That may not be flashy, but it is one of the 
reasons these towns continue to feel like 
home.

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond

OPINION

To the Editor:
In case you missed clips from Trump’s 

speech at Davos on Tuesday — or saw san-
itized versions on Fox — they were some of 
the most appalling, embarrassing examples 
of Trump’s delusional dementia, exposed in 
all its humiliating glory on the world stage.  
For all his threats and bluster, all Trump 
accomplished was a confirmation of his 
derisive moniker —  “TACO” — Trump 
Always Chickens Out!  

He got nothing in exchange for berating 
and belittling our dearest and most crucial 
allies.  Everything he wanted to ‘negotiate’ 
was already granted by Denmark, well 
before Trump’s saber-rattling, threats and 
bribe attempts.   He threatened tariffs, until 
his handlers reminded him of what that 
would do to the American economy.  (The 
day after his tariff threat, the Dow fell 900 
points.)    He threatened to take Greenland 
“the hard way”...until Nordic countries sent 
troops there to defend it.    Then he said 
“Just kidding! - there will be no military 
involvement.” As for needing Greenland for 
American security, Denmark was already 
on record that America could build more 
bases there, and purchase more rare earth 
minerals.    With Denmark a member of 
NATO, 32 nations would respond to any 
type of attack on Greenland.   What could 
provide more security than that?    Before 
leaving, Trump uttered his usual failure 
cover up – “We have concepts of a deal on 
Greenland!”    Just like his “concepts of a 
health care plan.”

On the plus side, Trump did manage to 
destroy any remaining trust in America 
among our allies.  He encouraged our trad-
ing partners to seek other, more dependable 
markets for their purchases and their exports 
- more great news for American farm-
ers.    He did make Putin grin ear-to-ear at 
the prospect of a disbanded NATO, some-
thing he has dreamed of since the fall of the 
Soviet Union.  Trump did distract from the 
Epstein files, which a judge ordered released 

in their entirety over 40 days ago.  He has 
issued 225 executive orders, but can’t order 
his DOJ head to stop charging Democrats 
with mortgage fraud - something Trump 
was found guilty of - and just release the 
files!  Why hasn’t he? 

In response to a local bone-head’s mag-
ical rendering of history and the Monroe 
Doctrine: 

There are written agreements and court 
rulings establishing Denmark’s claim to 
Greenland, including a declaration by 
the U.S. secretary of state in 1916, which 
explicitly recognized Danish control over 
the territory. An international court also 
ruled in 1933 that Denmark held valid sov-
ereignty over the entire island. 

On the first anniversary of the April 1940 
German invasion of Denmark, American 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull and Danish 
Ambassador Henrik Kauffmann signed the 
Denmark–United States Agreement for the 
Defense of Greenland.  The 1941 agreement 
explicitly extended the Monroe Doctrine to 
Greenland, identifying the Danish colony 
for the first time as part of the hemisphere 
within which the United States would not 
tolerate the intervention of other foreign 
powers. The agreement also granted the 
American government temporary control 
over the security of the island, until ‘the 
dangers to the peace and security’ of the 
continent had passed.    Nowhere does the 
Monroe Doctrine give the U.S. the right 
to annex Greenland whenever it wants. Ice 
sheets be damned!

I hope you are enjoying the deployment 
of fascist brown shirts in our cities. Bev cer-
tainly is giddy!  ICE has abused and killed 
U.S citizens. They have manhandled immi-
grants, pulling men, women and children 
from cars, homes and schools.  Trump lied 
about the number of gang members, rapists, 
criminals among the immigrant community, 
so he has to grab everyone he can to try to 
approach his made-up numbers. (The New 
York Times reported that most immigrants 

TACO Tuesday!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Entry home affordability
To the Editor:
It’s time to talk turkey.
It’s time to talk about the affordability of 

entry-level single family homes and why 
no developer is building them in this state.

As you all know, if you ever read the real 
estate column in the local paper or peruse 
Realtor.com, or Zillow or similar “house 
for sale” sites, there are no newly-built 
small entry level homes. Condos, yes. New 
small single family homes, no.

These were the homes that were built on 
a large scale in the 1950’s and 1960’s. Not 
now.

Is it because Massachusetts has passed 
burdensome laws regulating new houses? 
Our state requires every new home to 
install wiring for an electric car charging 
station - $10,000 in added costs. It’s called 
the “Right to Charge” law. 

Also, state regulations require new homes 
to install the wiring necessary to go fully 
electric. New homes must have a designat-
ed roof space for future solar panels. 

The new “Stretch Code” law mandates 
that every home have electric heat pumps 
as a main heating source to achieve the 
state goal of “decarbonizing the buildings 
sector.” 

Why? Carbon keeps us alive. Fossil fuels 
for electric power plants keep hospitals 
running and our lights on and refrigerators 
working, and purifying our water at the 
municipal water systems. Solar cannot. 
Wind cannot. It’s the big green lie.

No renewable source can do what the 
massive muscle of fossil fuel can do. After 
all the renewable investments, we get only 
one percent of electricity from wind; 5 
percent from solar. Itty bitty. Teeny tiny. 
Nearly nada.

Without building new nuclear or 
gas-powered electric plants, the state is 
requiring everyone to switch to electric. 
No new power plants. It is not logical. 
Why hasn’t Beacon Hill required each new 
condo association on multiple acres to erect 
a mini nuclear power plant for their electric 
demand? Or require a battery storage facil-
ity on site to support their new electricity 
demand? Nope.

Meanwhile, new homes are ginormous, 
painted grey, with grey walls, grey tiles in 
the kitchen, grey and white bathrooms, and 
bedrooms painted “agreeable gray.” It’s a 
real paint name! On small lots, with a dozen 
other homes of the same color. They can be 

yours for a mere $750,000 or $800,000, in 
Uxbridge — of all places.

Uxbridge may be famous for our First 
Night celebration parade, and Santa’s arriv-
al, but Uxbridge is a small town in a county 
far away from any metropolis, far from 
commuter rail or bus routes, far from the 
Mass Pike. Yet we have at least four battery 
storage facilities, at least four solar panel 
farms, countless pot shops, cannabis grow-
ers, and a great need for a new senior center 
and new town hall.

The only homes in the “affordable” cate-
gory are “Grandma homes”. Tiny just like 
Grandma. Grandma is holding out, a tiny 
lamp in the window, until even Grandma 
leaves the state for a tiny beach house in 
the Carolinas. Low taxes. Cheap electricity. 

There is a lesson in the 1946 film, “It’s 
a Wonderful Life,” and in the 1985 film, 
“Back to the Future.” Without heroes, the 
towns decay into a ruin of pot shops, crime, 
bars, brothels, gambling dens, and no new 
small homes.

When heroes fail, like when George 
Bailey gets his wish [that he never 
was born], Potter takes over and builds 
Pottersville. Residents rent and never 
achieve the American dream of home-own-
ership. Notice, in the film, it is Ernie the taxi 
cab owner, Bert the Cop, and Mr. Martini, 
the Italian legal immigrant, who buy homes 
through the Bailey Brothers Building and 
Loan. In Back to the Future, Bif cheats his 
way into wealth and corrupts idyllic Hill 
Valley, into a gambling, burlesque Den of 
Iniquity. Even Marty’s Mom descends into 
the pit of sin. 

Welcome to our state. Are we the pro-
verbial frog in the boiling pot? Put the frog 
in cool water, turn on the Communist heat, 
and before you know it, Welcome to the 
warm pee bath of collectivism. 

In two years, they will tax your oil, 
propane, and independent fuel companies 
because they are not green. Your bill will 
rise $500 annually. They propose to limit 
our driving to reduce emissions and force 
us onto public transportation. There is no 
public transportation in the Blackstone 
Valley. Drive 20 minutes to get to com-
muter rail in Franklin. All this, because 
Communists run our state. 

Have you had enough?
Bev Gudanowski

Uxbridge

Letter submission 
policy
Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of verification in order to 
be considered for publication. Only 
the author’s name and the town in 
which they reside will be published. 
Letters submitted without all of the 
required information will not be 
accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Edi-
tor to determine whether a submis-
sion satisfies our requirements and 
decency standards, and any submis-
sion may be rejected at any time for 
any reason he or she might deem 
appropriate.

By CHARLES

Lanterns
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
Here are the facts. From 2009 to 2017, 

AI confirms that there were 68 illegal 
immigrant deaths in the Obama/Biden 
administration’s ICE detention centers.

Meanwhile, the same administration 
used ICE to deport over three million 
illegals.

Remember how vociferously the 

Democratic Party’s wicked great leaders 
oh so dutifully informed us all that such 
scurrilous acts of despotic tyranny could 
only be stopped by removing Barack 
Obama from office?

That’s funny. Neither do I.
 

Stephen Gambone
Northbridge

arrested in city crackdowns have no crim-
inal record.) All that ICE-goon money 
could be used to establish infrastructure 
– judges, courts, holding facilities, border 
patrol, and administration to legally pro-
cess immigrants, rather than to purchase 
two – that’s ‘two’ with a ‘t’ - new jets for 
Kristi Noem to fly to her botox doctor 
appointments.    This cruelty speaks to 
Trump’s vile, racist MAGA base – it’s him 
throwing carrion to jackals.  

Here are some interesting facts regard-
ing deportations by President:

Clinton -12.5 million; GW Bush – 10 
million; Obama – 5.2 million; Biden 7 
million; all with no Gestapo/ICE tactics. 
Trump – 1.2 million, with more than 
riots.  By the way, red state Texas has 2.1 
million undocumented immigrants; red 

state Florida has 1.6 million.  Blue state 
Minnesota has 130,000.  So, why is ICE 
in Minnesota?   This isn’t about illegal 
immigrants, is it?
The New York Times just reported that 

Trump has made $1.2 billion – as Bev 
would say, that’s “One-point-Two with an 
“O-p-T,” and Billion with a “B” - so far 
in his first year.    That, my friends, is in 
your face, grand scale corruption!  But his 
Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins, in 
response to normal Americans having to 
deal with high grocery prices,  stated that 
we should be able to prepare and enjoy a 
healthy meal for roughly $3 - a piece of 
chicken, a piece of broccoli, a corn torti-
lla, and another unspecified item…maybe 
a tea bag or piece of gum? So what’s the 
problem, y’all? Bon appetite!

Rick Bevilacqua
Whitinsville

LETTER
continued from page  A4

Remember the outrage against Obama? Neither do I

Community 
Calendar

Jan. 30 to Feb. 6
Monday, Feb. 2 

Douglas — Conservation Commission, 6:30 p.m., 
Resource Room, Douglas Municipal Center, 29 Depot 
St. 
Northbridge (Whitinsville) — Community Preservation 
Committee, 6:30 p.m., Northbridge Town Hall, 7 Main 
St. 
Uxbridge — Conservation Commission public hearing, 
6:30 p.m., Board of Selectmen’s Room, Town Hall, 21 S. 
Main St.  
Uxbridge — Conservation Commission public hearing, 
6:30 p.m., Board of Selectmen’s Room, Town Hall, 21 S. 
Main St. 

Tuesday, Feb. 3 
Sutton — Board of Assessors, 5 p.m., Town of Sutton, 4 
Uxbridge Rd. 
Sutton — Select Board, 6 p.m., Town of Sutton, 4 
Uxbridge Rd. 
Douglas — Board of Selectmen, 7 p.m., Resource 
Room, Douglas Municipal Center, 29 Depot St.

Wednesday, Feb. 4 
Douglas — Zoning Board of Appeals meeting (regu-
lar meeting night), 7 p.m., Resource Room, Douglas 
Municipal Center, 29 Depot St. (Agenda typically posted 
in advance.) 
Uxbridge — Zoning Board of Appeals, 6 p.m., Board of 
Selectmen’s Room, Town Hall, 21 S. Main St.

Join Blackstone 
River Greenway
 Visitor Center

 for a tour through 
local history

WORCESTER — Join the Blackstone River Greenway 
Visitor Center at Worcester for the exhibit “From Small 
Town to Heart of the Commonwealth” Saturdays through 
February from 1 – 1:30 p.m.  

Join us on a tour through the exhibits of the Blackstone 
River Greenway Visitor Center, highlighting the history 
of the Blackstone Canal, the Industrial Revolution, and 
the City of Worcester.  

Meet at the Visitor Center. Appropriate for ages eight 
and up. Children must be accompanied by an adult.  

Reasonable  accommodations  available upon advance 
request.   For ADA/Reasonable Accommodations, please 
call 617-645-0358 or e-mail Moneesha.dasgupta2@mass.
gov.

Nominations 
welcome for 

Uxbridge High 
School Athletic 

Hall of Fame
UXBRIDGE —  The Uxbridge High School Athletic 

Hall of Fame will be accepting nominations for its next 
induction class. Nominations can be submitted on an 
ongoing basis, and the review of nominations for this 
class will be taking place in April and May of 2026. The 
ninth induction is being planned for November of 2026.  
Nominations can be submitted online using a form avail-
able on the Uxbridge High School Web site or by follow-
ing this link: https://bit.ly/UHSHOF23. 

 
The UHS Athletic Hall of Fame honors the tradition, 

commitment, and excellence of athletics at Uxbridge High 
School. Nominations are accepted in four categories: indi-
vidual student-athletes, coaches, contributors, and teams. 
Criteria are available on the by-laws; individuals must 
have graduated from UHS at least ten years ago (prior to 
2016), while a ten-year waiting period from the time of 
the team’s distinction must have passed before a team can 
be considered for induction.

 
Questions regarding the nomination process can be 

directed to the Uxbridge High School Athletic Hall of 
Fame Committee, via the Committee’s recording secre-
tary or to the high school principal or athletic director.

For more information, visit https://uhs.uxbridgeschools.
com/hall-of-fame.

Northbridge
 Elementary 
announces 

Kindergarten 
registration

NORTHBRIDGE — Kindergarten registration for the 
2026-2027 school year is currently open online through 
Feb. 20. 

Children currently enrolled in the NES Pre-School 
program are already registered and do not need to do 
anything.   Any Northbridge child who will turn five on 
or before Aug. 31 is eligible to attend Kindergarten in fall 
of 2026. 

The first step for all new Kindergarteners is completion 
of the online registration. Visit the district website at www.
nps.org and click on Northbridge Elementary School.  You 
will then choose «2026-2027 Kindergarten Registration» 
from the «Latest News» section of the NES webpage. 
Visit the «Registration Information & Link» for further 
instructions on how to begin your online registration 
(OLR). Once your OLR is received, an email will be sent 
to schedule an in-person appointment to complete your 
child›s registration.

Thimble 
Pleasures Quilt 
Guild to hold 
biennial show 
March 14 & 15
UPTON —  Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild will hold 

their biennial quilt show on Saturday and Sunday, March 
14 and 15, at Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational 
Technical High School from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Visitors to the 
show will have the opportunity to view the TPQG Raffle 
Quilt and to purchase raffle tickets to win this beautiful 
quilt. 

The quilt measures 74.5 by 74.5 inches, and is named 
Dresden Bloom. The quilt was created by TPQG mem-
bers Karen Pierce, Glory Torres, and Rita Partridge. Their 
focus in creating this quilt was to find a pattern that show-
cased both applique and piecing techniques. Once the pat-
tern was determined fabrics were selected that were bright 
and cheerful. The quilt was custom quilted by Kimberly 
Cloutier of Blooming Quilts. 

You are invited to attend the quilt show and view this 
quilt in person and purchase raffle tickets. Tickets are also 
available from quilt members before the show and are $2 
each or six for $10. 

Wine tasting 
event to benefit 

Blackstone Valley 
Emergency Shelter

UXBRIDGE — The community is invited to support 
the Blackstone Valley Emergency Shelter at a wine tasting 
fundraiser event Saturday, March 7 from 7 to 10 p.m. at 
Blissful Meadow Golf Club in Uxbridge.

Tickets are available at bvemergencyshelter.org.

Special events at 
the Blackstone 

River and Canal 
Heritage State 

Park 
UXBRIDGE —  The Blackstone River and Canal 

Heritage State Park has announced its program offerings 
for the month of February.

Meet in the River Bend Farm Visitor Center unless stat-
ed otherwise. All programs are free and open to the public. 
Registration is not required. Appropriate for all ages. All 
children must be accompanied by an adult. Programming 
is subject to change or cancellation. For the most up to 
date programming information, call (508) 278-7604 or 
visit bit.ly/blstupdates.

Reasonable accommodations available upon advance 
notice. To make a request, please contact Moneesha 
Dasgupta at moneesha.dasgupta2@mass.gov or (617) 
645-0358.

The Blackstone River and Canal Heritage State Park is 
located at 287 Oak St., Uxbridge.

Maple Sugaring Weekend
Saturday, Feb. 21 and Sunday, Feb. 22, 10 a.m. - 3:30 

p.m.
Blackstone River and Canal Heritage State Park
It’s that sweet time of year again! Join us on February 

21st and 22nd for our annual Maple
Sugaring Weekend. Guided tours will be offered at 10 

a.m., 11 a.m., 12 p.m., 1 p.m., and 2
p.m., running for about 90 minutes.

Registration is not required but preregistration for guid-
ed tours is strongly recommended as capacity is limited. 
Preregistration is available online at bit.ly/blstsugaring26. 
Same day registration for guided tours is limited but avail-
able at the door on a first-come, first-serve basis. Tours 
include outdoor elements. Please dress for the weather and 
wear appropriate footwear.

HAMDEN, Conn. — The following 
area students were named to the dean’s list 
for the Fall 2025 semester at Quinnipiac 
University:

 
Douglas
Hadley Gavan 

Julia Oskirko 

Northbridge 
Shelby Cannon

Uxbridge 
Hayden Plourde

W h i t i n s v i l l e 
J o s e p h  C a r p e n t e r 
D a k o t a  G r a z u l i s 
Brianna Penterson

To qualify for the dean’s list, students 
must earn a grade point average of at least 
3.5 with no grade lower than C. Full-time 
students must complete at least 14 credits 
in a semester, with at least 12 credits that 
have been graded on a letter grade basis to 
be eligible. Part-time students must com-
plete at least six credits during a semester. 
Names followed by an asterisk denotes 

with honors.
 
About Quinnipiac University 
Quinnipiac is a private, coeducation-

al institution located 90 minutes north 
of New York City and two hours from 
Boston. The university enrolls 9,700 
students in more than 100 degree pro-
grams through its Schools of Business, 
Communications, Education, Computing 
and Engineering, Health Sciences, Law, 
Medicine, Nursing and the College of 
Arts & Sciences. Quinnipiac is ranked 
51st in The Wall Street Journal/College 
Pulse “2026 Best Colleges in the U.S.” 
and is also recognized by U.S. News & 
World Report and The Princeton Review’s 
“The Best 391 Colleges.” The universi-
ty is expanding innovative programs for 
both traditional and adult learners and 
developing dynamic corporate partner-
ships. Quinnipiac recently completed a 
significant capital expansion on its main 
campus, including a state-of-the-art new 
School of Business and an interdisci-
plinary science and innovation hub. For 
more information, please visit  qu.edu. 
Connect with Quinnipiac on Facebook 
and Instagram and follow Quinnipiac on 
X @QuinnipiacU.

Area residents named
 to dean’s list at 

Quinnipiac University
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Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 1/26/26 was $3.48 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Courtesy

Pictured is Michael Shain of Thanks To yanks and Samantha Cesario of the Milford Town Library. Recently, the library sponsored 
a donation collection drive of new winter clothing, the items pictured will be given to local military families. Thanks To Yanks is 
a local charity that supports, veterans, those deployed and military families.

Students named to Champlain 
College Dean’s List

BURLINGTON, Vt. — The following students have been named to the Champlain College Dean’s List for achiev-
ing a grade point average of 3.5 or higher in the Fall 2025 semester.

Matthew O’Neill of Douglas
Riley Plourde of Uxbridge
Founded in 1878, Champlain College is a small, not-for-profit, private college in Burlington, Vermont, with addi-

tional campuses in Montreal, Canada, and Dublin, Ireland. Champlain offers a residential undergraduate experience 
from its beautiful campus overlooking Lake Champlain. Additionally, Champlain College Online provides an expan-
sive portfolio of online degrees and certificates, reaching students across all 50 states and U.S. territories, while fos-
tering strategic partnerships with forward-thinking workforce organizations. The College is known for its distinctive 
and innovative approach to career-focused education and its Upside-Down Curriculum, which helps students be ready 
for work, ready for life, and ready to make a difference. Champlain is ranked as one of the “Best Colleges” by U.S. 
News & World Report for 2025, and was named one of the “Best 390 Colleges” by The Princeton Review for 2025, 
including among its “Best Northeastern colleges.” For more information, visit www.champlain.edu.

Regis College
 students 
named to 

Dean’s List
WESTON — Regis College today recognizes students 

whose academic excellence and commitment to learning 
have earned them a place on the fall 2025 Dean’s List. 

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must earn a GPA 
of 3.5 or higher. First-year students qualify with a GPA of 
3.25 or higher.

“Earning recognition on the Dean’s List reflects the dis-
cipline, curiosity, and perseverance students bring to their 
academic work,” said Mary Erina Driscoll, PhD, Provost 
and Vice President of Academic Affairs. “At Regis, 
learning is not just about mastering coursework but about 
developing the intellectual rigor and sense of purpose that 
will guide students long after graduation.” 

Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph nearly a century 
ago, Regis College educates students to lead with integ-
rity, purpose, and compassion. Through an inclusive and 
innovative learning community, Regis prepares graduates 
to build meaningful careers and make a positive impact 
in the world.

The university congratulates the following students on 
this significant achievement:

Nikolas Hayes, of Whitinsville
Haden Houatchanthara, of Whitinsville
Raymond Johnson, of Douglas

Local students named 
to Pacific University 

Dean’s List
 
FOREST GROVE, Ore. —  Chip Garrigan of 

Whitinsville has been named to the Fall 2025 Dean’s 
List at Pacific University in Forest Grove, Oregon. The 
Dean’s List recognizes undergraduate students in Pacific’s 
College of Undergraduate Studies who earn a grade-point 
average of at least 3.70 and complete 12 or more graded 
hours.

 
Oregon’s Opportunity University, Pacific University 

is Washington County, Oregon’s only comprehensive 
university, offering over 50 undergraduate majors and 28 
graduate and professional degrees. With over 175 years of 
helping students discover their purpose, Pacific inspires 
its 3,400 students to think, care, create, and pursue justice 
in the world. The No. 1 private research institution in the 
Northwest, Pacific serves its communities through cam-
puses in Forest Grove and Hillsboro, healthcare clinics 
throughout the Portland area and through 34,000 alumni 
pursuing lives of purpose globally.
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WORCESTER — Heart of New England 
Council, Scouting America proudly host-
ed the Annual Eagle Scout Recognition 
Dinner at the Hogan Campus Center at 
Holy Cross College. This prestigious event 
honored the remarkable achievements of 
the newest class of Eagle Scouts, the high-
est rank attainable.

The evening was filled with inspiring sto-
ries of dedication, leadership, and commu-
nity service. Distinguished guests, includ-
ing local dignitaries, community leaders, 
and proud family members, gathered to 
celebrate the hard work and commitment 
of these exceptional young individuals.

What it means to be an Eagle Scout
Becoming an Eagle Scout is a signif-

icant milestone that represents years of 
dedication, perseverance, and personal 
growth. To earn this rank, a Scout must 
demonstrate proficiency in various skills, 
complete a series of merit badges, and lead 
a community service project that benefits 
their local area. The journey to Eagle Scout 
fosters leadership, responsibility, and a 
strong sense of community.

Eagle Scouts are recognized for their 
ability to set and achieve goals, their com-
mitment to ethical and moral values, and 
their readiness to take on challenges. This 
rank is not only a testament to their past 
achievements but also a foundation for 
future success in their personal and profes-
sional lives. 

Among the local Scouts who attended 
this year’s ceremony were:

Troop 53, Auburn
Trevor Brooks, Patrick Finan, Ryan 

Minor

Troop 101, Auburn
Ames Alvarado

Troop 1, Groton
James Esten, Timothy Yafrate

Troop 3, Groton
Arthur Johnson, George woODS

Troop 106, Grafton
Caden Cacciapouti, Austin McCormick

Troop 107, Grafton
Bennett Bredford, Raghav Dave, Jackson 

Margwarth, Jeremy Soma Reddy

Troop 7219, Grafton
Morgan Gervais, Kathryn Shultz

Troop 118, West Brookfield
Ayden Mulcahy, Stephen Lanne, Logan 

Rodrigues

Troop 131, Sutton
Benjamin Furno

Troop 243, Sutton
Nathanael Furno, Austin Gaska

Troop 161, Sturbridge
Christopher Hendrick, Robert Powell, 

Jonah Scherer

Troop 7163, Sturbridge
Shannon Finan, Isabella McGrady, 

Addison Oxman, Alison Regan

Troop 238, East Brookfield
Noah Clark

Troop 273, Dudley
Riley Lepage, Charles Rollins III

Troop 316, Douglas
Justin Dooner

Troop 338, Charlton
Daniel Harris, Zackery Kelleher, Adam a
About Heart of New England 

Council, Scouting America 
Heart of New England Council is a 501(c)
(3) organization that serves about 4,000 
boys and girls in more than 60 communi-
ties in central Massachusetts. We provide 
the nation’s foremost program that teaches 
young people character, leadership, and 
citizenship through fun and exciting adven-
tures for the entire family. We foster a cul-
ture of diversity and inclusion that makes 
it enriching to participate, volunteer and 
work in the Scouting program. Visit www.
hnescouting.org for more information. 

Courtesy

Heart of New England, Scouting America Class of 2025 Eagle Scouts.

Annual Eagle Scout Recognition Dinner 
celebrates achievements of young leaders

WEBSTER — Two Saint 
Joseph School seventh 
graders were recognized as 
winners in Worcester State 
University’s 32nd Annual 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Celebration Poetry 
Contest, centered on this 
year’s theme:  “Voices of 
the Future: Bold Roots, 
Brave Leaders.”

Abby Rubin  (daugh-
ter of  Mark and Agnes 
Rubin of Webster) 
and  James Miranda  (son 
of  Thiago and Alyssa 
Miranda of Douglas) 
were selected as two of 
only 25 winners from hun-
dreds of entries  submit-
ted by students in  Grades 
7–12  from  Worcester 
Public Schools and schools 
in the Diocese of Worcester.

The poetry contest invit-
ed students to reflect on 
Dr. King’s enduring leg-
acy of equality, justice, 
and nonviolence, asking 
how young people will 
use their voices to contin-

ue his dream. Entries were 
reviewed by the  MLK Jr. 
Poetry Committee, a panel 
of educators, university 
students, and community 
members. Judging criteria 
included  creativity, origi-
nality, style, and connec-
tion to the theme.

Saint Joseph School’s 
Grades 6–8 Language 
Arts teacher,  Mrs. Karen 
Lefebvre, encouraged 
students to participate. In 
mid-December, the school 
was notified that Abby’s 
winning poem, “Dr. King’s 
Words,”  and James’ win-
ning poem,  “Equality for 
All,” were selected. 

James writes, “We show 
his dream matters by 
speaking up, even when 
our voices shake a little.” 

Abby emphasizes peace-
ful courage, writing,  “He 
taught us how to use love 
not violence, to show how 
you will fight with words 
not fists.”

Rubin and Miranda 

and their parents attend-
ed the award ceremo-
ny with  Saint Joseph 
School Principal Mrs. 
Beth Boudreau  and  Mrs. 
Lefebvre  on  Saturday, 
Jan. 17 at Worcester State 
University, where each stu-
dent received a certificate 
from  Congressman James 
McGovern  and a  $50 
Amazon gift card.

“Abby and James cap-
tured Dr. King’s message 
in a way that feels both 
hopeful and urgent,” said 
Boudreau. “Their words 
reflect what we encourage 
every day at Saint Joseph 
School: to live with faith, 
treat others with respect, 
and take responsibility for 
making the world more 
just.”

Saint Joseph School con-
gratulates both students on 
the honor and applauds the 
many student participants 
who used poetry to share 
their voices and leadership.

Saint Joseph School 
seventh graders win 
MLK poetry honors 
at Worcester State 

University

Courtesy

Saint Joseph School seventh grade students Abby Rubin and James Miranda proudly display their 
winner certificates after being honored in Worcester State University’s 32nd Annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Celebration Poetry Contest on Jan. 17.
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Bay Path announces second quarter honor roll
CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional 

Vocational Technical School congratu-
lates the following students who were 
named to the honor roll for the second 
quarter of the 2025-2026 school year.

Grade 12
High Honors: Addison Emily Aho, 

Adriana Nataly Alicea, Vincent Paul 
Bedard, Isabella Aria Bitar, Edward 
Stephen Blash, Dominic Dewayne Boyd, 
Aleah Claire Brink, Brianna Livia Brink, 
Emily Rose Casault, Lily Sabina Chartier, 
Frederick James Cierpich, Hunter Matthew 
Coombs, Emily Ann Corey, Valentina 
Ashley Culberson, Brody Lawrence 
Cunningham, Basil Oliver Doud, Jocelyn 
Elizabeth Evans, Jordan Mariah Ferreira, 
Jayla Marie Fowler, Nicholas Edward 
Jalbert, Samuel Arjun Kttredge, Nia Mya 
Laforest, Phoebe Alyson Lawendowski, 
Cullen Gregory MacLeod, Alexis Paige 
Moody, Liam Macrae Nicoll, Sebastian 
Alexander Nieuwenhoff, Matthew 
Thomas Obrycki, Mariah Lynn Pereira, 
Jacob Paul Pratt, Kayleigh Jean Ramm, 
Samantha Jeanne Raseigh, Jaxon Russell 
Sitko, Luke William Smolski, Anne 
Louise Turcotte

Honors: Bayleigh Alexis Abdella, 
Helena Rowan Adkins, Jacob John 
Archambault, Alexander Tyr Audunsson, 
Emma Theresa Baldyga, Rhianna Anne 
Balliet, Arianna Rose Belanger, Nathan 
Paul Bernard, David Betancur, Roger 
Joseph Bishop, Domnic Raymond 
Brodeur, Lucien Stephen Brodeur, Alissa 
Lynn Burlingame, Dimitri Anthony Burtt, 
Mecheanise Monic Calo Resto, Liam 
Michael Carlson, Samuel Elia Ceppetelli, 
Charles Michael Congdon, Jacob William 
Creeron, Lorelie May Curboy, Connor 
Anthony Czechowski, Joseph Michael 
Daige, Samuel Richard Davis, Myiah 
Kiara DeLaRosa, Treyton Joseph Dery, 
Cody Daniel Dombroski, Max Andrew 
Domineck, Zenovi Irene Dupont, Yandel 
Feliciano, Yeleana Adelis Feliciano, 
Aliyah Marie Gonyea, Jocelynn Rose 
Gordon, Molly Elizabeth Grant, Isaiah 
Terrence Harris-Harrington, Sadie Lynn 
Hawley, Luke Robert Heller, Kolton Trevor 
Hemenway, Liam Wayne Hesselton, 
Hannah Jean Ingalls, Natalie Rose Ingles, 
Joshua William Irons, Christian Michael 
Johnson, Tabian Marschall Keegan, Ayden 
Matthew Kennedy, Cassie Lee Kotomski, 
Kristine Marie LaFlash, Marshall Thomas 
Lafond, Joel Carlos Landor, Jomar De 
Jesus Landor, Zachary Raymond Landry, 
Miranda Kate Linde, Nicolas Sebastian 
Londono, Matthew James Lopez, Michael 
Anthony Lulu, Philipos Anastasio 
Makrodimitras, Ava Rose Mastrototaro, 
Emily Jean McDonald, Madeline Beverly 
McDonald-Trimby, Felix Casey Menard, 
Alexis McGee Messina, Sebasian Luke 
Moniz, Chase Patrick Newman, Benjamin 
Francis Nocchi, Jeremiah Betsaleel Noel, 
Connor James O’Brien, Kelsey Lynn 
Olson, Cole Henry Paradis, Amari Audrey 
Pereira, Aiden Charles Perzanoski, Adam 
Jason Phaneuf, Jae Mia Prochnow, Taylor 
Lynn Richard, Nathan Alexander Rouille 
Montoya, Jordan Joyce Russell, Jorge 
Santiago, Sawyer Lyke Schultz, Brianne 
Marie Sentence, Alexander Charles 
Skladzien, Alexxis Lynne Spenard, 
Nathan Adam Steen, Gaige Charles 
Thompson, Ashley Mikayla Tingle, 
Yandel Omar Torres, Thadaeus Boadi 
Tweneboa, Sebastian Paul Vargas, Ezekiel 
Velazquez, Natalie Helen Vigeant, Harley 
Ann Wilson Wadden, Ava Quiyn Wall, 
Hunter Earl White, Trey Stephen Wilkin, 
Noah Williamson, Harrison Riley Wilson, 
Adrianna Marie Young

Principal’s List: Gianna Marie Albano, 
Violet Renee Aucella, Victoria Rose 
Bachand, Ryan Michael Berthiaume, 
Cameron James Cabana, Aiden Matthew 
Coleman, Brandon Anthony Donnell, 
Nathan Robert Dube, Heidi Lynne 
Ebbeling, Paige Cynthia Eddy, Jayson 
Caleb Everitt, Matthew Aaron Facigno, 
Leia Marie Foster, Zya Frechette, 
Aiden Mark Giroux-Provencher, Isaias 
D’Jesus Henriquez Baez, Lillian Elaine 
Horner, Gabrielle Ruth LaPan, Michael 
Wayne LaPointe, Alyssa Ivellisse Lopez, 
Julianna Rose Lovejoy, Mystic Leigh 
Marion, Bradley Anthony McCarthy, 
Kyle Joseph Mondor, Izaiah Timothy 
Monette, Angelina Marie Petro, Samuel 
Joseph Prefontaine, Grace Elizabeth 
Retallic, Brent Michael Robidoux, 
Kiarelis Ester Rodriguez, Marcus Joseph 
Rodriguez, Jared Robert Senosk, Wyatt 
Glenn Snay, Keagan Robert Standring, 
Aiden James Toohil, Josiah Felix Torres, 
Reece Verderber, Londyn Nancy Walker, 
Marcanthony Justin Weld

Grade 11
High Honors: Anais Annette Alamo-

Abad, Lillian Lauren Araujo, Brett Julius 
Beltzer, Sagesse Mpolo Budimbu, Olivia 
Raychal Burgos, Clara Mae Burlingame, 
Michaela Sarah Carter, Jenna Lynne 
Cianci, Naomi Natania Cooper, Trinity 
Chevelle Crompton, Hunter William 
Defosse, Madisson Clara Drewry, Aria 
Faith Fournier, Brooke Nicole Fuller, 
Adrian Dariusz Golemo, Liam Reed 
Greenwood, Emma Grace Harrington, 

Kelsey Rose Karlowicz, Finnian John 
Keefe, Owen David Lemansky, Aaron 
Robert Mazur, Nicholas Isaac Meneguzzo, 
Miles Joseph Moriarty, Johnny Ly Nhan, 
Anastasia Marie Nieuwenhoff, Jordyn 
Alexandra Sabotka, Owen Wajer Sanford, 
Kayla Lynn Schroeder, Isabella Christina 
Sepulveda, Zachary Stephen Sirard, Travis 
Jacob Tong, Nichoals Aiden Tremblay, 
Timothy Nicholas Tripp, Brady Matthew 
Weeks, Lucy Vivian Zaleski

Honors: Trevory Riley Amaral, 
Kennadie Taylor Balcunas, Boden Richard 
Barrell, Samantha Mackenzie Belanger, 
Kayleigh Rose Bissell, Alexandria Helene 
Blanchard, Alyssa Rose Bonneville, 
Alexia Rose Brown, Bella Kristina 
Calnan, Dominic Francis Carofaniello, 
Evalynn Rose Cedillo, Dominic William 
Cincotta, Liam Zachary Colon, Madelyn 
Lily Creelman, Benjamin Jackson Cryan, 
Eric Murphy Day, Livia Cassandra 
Deluca, Nathan Stephen Donnelly, 
Brianna Nyarkoa Dwomoah, Molly 
Elizabeth Dwyer, Jackson Christopher 
Edwards, Ava Lila Erkoc, Dylan Michael 
Filipkowski, Samantha Lynn Fleck, Ely 
Eric Gemboski, Emma Lynn Grensavtich, 
Julia Abigail Holton, Dominik Ignatovich, 
Vikram Kanchan Jha, Brady Nicholas 
Johnson, Owen John Kennedy, Alexander 
James Kowalski, Filip Tadeusz Kulma, 
Abena Kwartemaa Kwarteng, Benjamin 
Mitchell Labbe, Sangey Dawa Lama, 
Maximilian Thomas Lapriore, Evan 
Anthony Latuga, Bret Robert Leonardi, 
Andrew Tadeusz Levitzky, Damon 
James Libby, Perry Khai Lima, James 
Dean Mack, Jared Thomas Magnusson, 
Emily Arlene Malia, Julie-Anna Marie 
Marchetti, Christopher Warren Martin, 
Finn McDaniel, Ava June McKellick, 
Jayden Anthony Minardi, Samantha 
Jean Morley, Miguel Angel Mosqueda, 
Nathaniel Thomas Munson, Kaiya Rowan 
Murphy, Thomas Andrew Nault, Daniel 
Anthony Nowlan, Elijah Ziarre Ofori, 
Jacey Okyere-Tawiah, Izabella Grace 
Paquin, Kiley Marie Paronto, Aylah 
Mae Patraw, Katie Ann Putnam, Sophia 
Morrigan Ramirez-Murphy, Ava Marie 
Rennie, Isabella Lynn Richard, Devin 
Matthew Robinson, Danie Roemer, 
Leilani Marie Rohena Torres, Trevor 
Anthony Rose, Isaiah Omar Santiago, 
Anthony Mark Savasta, Logan James 
Schoff, Ella Lammei Schofield, Michael 
Ryan Scott, Allison Marie Smith, Duane 
Caden Stephens, Eskil John Tranes, Kara 
Marie Trevarthan, Kyle Dennis Towmbly, 
Connor Patrick Welsh, Dashiel Robert 
Williams, Jazzelle Gia Wolverson, Nico 
Anthony Yacavace, Payto Cailee Ziemski

Principal’s List: Monica Jelis Alvarez-
Rivera, Salete Hellen Alves, Winifred 
Donna Aucoin, Collin William Bachand, 
Riley Norman Baillargeon, Nolan Scott 
Barton, Benjamin Whitman Bassett, Lizzy 
Choiniere, Braiden Corey Chumsae, Ian 
William Clark, Leianna Marie Collins, 
Liam Michael Cunniff, Destiny Love 
Fortunata Daviau, Zachary Michael 
Dumas, Elias Noah Erraihani, Jacob 
Paul Ferguson, Hailey Savannah Ferrara, 
Michael Conner Fitzpatrick, Corbin Vance 
Fredette, Aliyah Marie Gauvin, Jinnette 
Lynn Goguen, Cole Michael Going, Jadyn 
Marie Goodwin, Jayme Douglas Kenney, 
Jaxon David Kevin Leonard, Apollo 
Ridge Logan, Selena Mayoral Leon, 
Colin Archak McIlvaine, Joshua Daniel 
McLaughlin, Alexis Kayla Moore, Corey 
Amoako Ntim, Sarah Hazel O’Donnell, 
Mayli Ann Pedersen, Jacob Jan Perry, 
Bryan King Ratcliffe, Evan Mitchell 
Roberts, Jake Albert Roemer, Autumn-
Rayne Rondeau, Adrian Miguel Rosa 
Bouthot, Jariel Noel Rosario, Jaelynn 
Elizabeth Royea, Benjamin Michael 
Rucho, Genevieve Rose Salinas, Lucas 
Clement Silva, Brady Patrick Smith, 
Sean Michael Francis Sullivan, Marley 
Ray Talbot, Ryan James Ugrinow, Bryce 
Joseph Vautour, Christopher Paul Willey, 
Jackson Robert Young

Grade 10
High Honors: Davian Alexander Alicea 

Aponte, Matheus Holanda Antonelli, 
Isabella Elizabeth Barrell, Caterina 
Beverlianna Boon, Benjamin Robert 
Brooks, Morgan Lynn Brooks, Claire 
Elizabeth Calnan, Keegan Jack Champlin, 
Sydney Faustina Chisholm, Brody 
James Coughlin, Alyssa Marie Cuevas, 
Aaron Juston Desautels, Dominik John 
Dziubasik, Christopher Jeremy Feliciano, 
Melody Starr Fuentes, Jayden Robert 
Afolabi Giwa-Bello, Vanessa Diane 
Gordon, Colton Philip Hall, Yadiel Enrique 
Hernandez Navarro, Fatima Edilene 
Herrera, Chloe Rose Hosley, Emma Mae 
Jalbert, Veronica Mae Jensrud, Welsey 
Patrick Lawless, Isabella Grace Leatham-
Wright, Ginelly Shantel Molina, Carly 
Jane Moody, Adalynn Jane Nietsche, 
Gabriella Olivia Pace, Saverio James 
Palaia, Julian Thomas Papierski, Jocelyn 
Rose Peck, Ava Sophia Reed, Ethan 
Vance Rodriguez, Alexia Grace Rondeau, 
Ava Victoria Rondeau, Esmerelda 
Rosario Tirado, Kayla Elizabeth Shepard, 
Paul Joseph Skarzenski, Tatiana Maria 
Smolynsky, Victor Manuel Sobinski, Ella 

Violette Wall, Colby Deary Wells, Sydney 
Alexandra Winer, Spencer Thomas 
Wisniewski, Chloe Olivia Young

Honors: Madeline Candice Adugyamfi, 
Arlind Aliu, Chase Michael Anthony, 
Nyahlise Lillian Aviles, Yaniel Aviles, 
Cameron Michael Barry, Zachary Barry 
Barsalou, Gianna Rae Bedard, Elizabeth 
Susan Bennington Lynch, Addam 
James Bergeron, Cody James Blair, 
Austin Gordon Brodeur, Brian Bui, Julia 
Rose Bukowski, Abel Pax Burdick, 
Collin Edward Burtt, Derek Alexander 
Campos, Andrew Mason Carter, Julie 
Elizabeth Chenier, Sadie Ann Cleary, 
Ayva Marie Coffey, Noah James Cole, 
Elijah Gabriel Cornier, Jackson Murray 
Coughlin, Addyson Kaeleigh Coutu, 
Esmee Elizabeth Cyr, Holly Marie Dailey, 
Tavish McKinley Davis, Norah Abigail 
Dean, Arielle Grace Deauseault, Tristan 
Nichole Defazio, Oliver Gage DeLorge, 
Ayla Rose Drisco, Alice Marie Dufault, 
Fable Dufresne, Ian Joseph Fantasia, 
Brian Thomas Finnegan, Madyson Riley 
Fitzgerald, Kylee Marie Fournier, Anthony 
Joseph Fredette, Madelyn Helena Frost, 
Alivia Rose Gauvin, Matthew Donald 
Graves, Addison Katie Harrington, Kasey 
Lee Harris, Shaylan Rose Hesselton, Colin 
Henry Joyce, Jannie Mahoney Kabba, 
Victoria Rose Kaiser, Brooke Marie 
Kasprzak, Cadence Gillian Kilderry, 
Alana Dianne Kowalewski, Brayden 
Albert Kraus, Jordyn Kate Labrecque, 
Brianna Ashleigh Laforest, Max Everett 
Landry, Andrew Arthur Lashua, Ryan 
Khai Lima, Valentina Medeiros Lima, 
Kaitlin Angela Lulu, Emily Ann Macko, 
Julia Danielle Marini, Aydan Michael 
Marsh, Sherlyn Mazariegos Hernandez, 
Madison Grace McKinstry, John Steven 
McMahon, Bryton Favor Mosong, Shea 
Alfred Mulligan, Mia Angell Navedo, 
Raider Keith Newton, Nathaniel Leif 
Noyes, Teagan Patrice O’Halloran, 
Giavanna Bella Orsi, Gabriel Armando 
Ortiz, Matilda Cecile Paradis, Michael 
Thomas Payson, AJ Jesse Perron, Parker 
Jonathan Piehl, Joseph Lewis Pretty, Brady 
Leonard Reilly, Blake Leonard Richard, 
Randall Roland Richard, Christopher 
Jeffrey Richardson, Bo Carl Riley, Shaye 
Patricia Riley, Naomi Joy Rivera, Danna 
Paola Rodriguez Lopez, Emilyanis Joan 
Rodriguez, Riley Sebastien Rodriguez, 
Keomar Arnaldo Rosario Sanchez, 
Isabella Roszkowski, Liliana Morgan 
Rubito, Rianna Gathoni Ruo, Jayden Jose 
Santos, Brianna Jingchen Shi, Thomas 
Francis Shivick, Grace Autumn Shoblom, 
Alejandro Javier Sierra Varas, Nelson 
Tobias Sorto, Heather Holiday Starr, 
Jade Antonia Stien, Angela Sofia Suarez 
Pineros, Victoria Marie Sullivan, Gavin 
Joseph Thompson, Nayelis Nahir Torres 
Godineaux, Olivia Ruth Torres, Shafick 
Yamal Vasquez-Grande, Gina Grace 
Vautour, Colin Anthony Vega, Sadie 
Mckenna Villegas, Sione Flynn Villegas, 
Noah Joel Waterhouse, Robert Charles 
Welch, Thomas Earl Welch, Madison 
Elizabeth Wells, Riley John West

Principal’s List: Azhan Nasir Ahmad, 
Sophie Catherine Anderson, Sydney Rae 
Cavan, Jowell Alberto Cedeno, Bryan 
Colon Serrano, Blake Nicholas Curboy, 
John Michel Rousseau Daniel, Warren 
James Day, Nadya Anita Delgado, Ryder 
James Diggins, Symeon Downie, Emanuel 
Jesus Feliciano Rodriguez, Adrie James 
Ford, Nikolas William Foustoukos, Tyler 
Blake Friend, Mekhi Styles Fuentes, Rylan 
James Fuller, Autumn Rae Gatto, Evelyn 
Ann Gray, Olivia Corinne LaMountain, 
Benjamin Anthony Latuga, Cynthia 
Kagan Marc, Isabella Adeline Monahan, 
Logan James Mondino, Ashlyne Emily 
Monsen, Derek Omar Morales, Jesus 
Morel, Landen Spencer Olszta, Anthony 
Jadon Ribeiro Ortiz, Hayley Ann Paradis, 
Mason D Michael Parker, Jacob Louis 
Pecore, Kurtwood Russell Pettiford, 
Treva Mae Plank, Tianyu Qi, Jackson 
Bruce Reed, Nicholas Donald Richard, 
Camden David Rockwood, Sylah Diane 
Rodriguez, Liam Charles Sirmans, Owen 
Miles Stewart, Buddy Gordon Stocks, 
Cameron Hunter Tagliaferro, Castiel Lee 
Vazquez, Logan James Verity, Benjamin 
Richard Wolanski, Isabella Anne Zorena

Grade 9
Makenna Rose Anderson, Mya Ashley 

Borelli, Camryn Sophia Jean Boyd, 
Brendon Bui, Nikolas Stephen Coraccio, 
Josiah Rafael Grimaldi Corpuz, Ashlynn 
Rose Cunniff, Logan Thomas Curtis, Elyse 
Kimberly DaSilva, Yasmin Jakowatz 
Dos Santos, Gavin Kennedy Fitzgerald, 
Olivia Rose Forrester, Elise Georgiana 
Kokoszka, Sophia Rose Lambert, Lev 
Francis Lemansky, Carrigan Frances 
Linde, Reyo Xavier Matthews, Abbigail 
Quinn McClendon, Camden John Morgan, 
Marlo Ann Nashold, Finley Ann O’Shea, 
Ellianna Rose Payson, Selina Yvette 
Piehl, Savannah Rose Pratt, Destiny Rose 
Purcell, Callen Michael Reardon, Ayla 
Grace Reed, Alexandria Anne Romero, 
William Frederick Schroeder, Chloe John 
Skarzenski, Lilah Ann Soule, Ashlynn 
Jade St. Laurent, Margaret Anne Straw, 
Nicholas Edward Tod, Kourtney Lucy-

Lynne Tucker, Abigail Mae White
Honors: Cole Patrick Adams, Leanna 

Kate Alvarez, Jureyn Azel Ambayec, Caleb 
Jeffrey Andersen, Emersyn Sue Bacon, 
Andrea Violet Barnett, Dominic Bernard 
Bastardo, Tyler Michael Beaty, Lukas 
Joseph Bergman, Ava Elyse Bernard, 
Meredith Alyse Bohenko, Alaina Grace 
Boutotte, Arianna Elaine Breault, Collin 
Jacob Brink, Hunter Richard Brodeur, 
Brady Alexander Camdzic, Alexander 
Stephen Campbell, Joshua David Caranci, 
Joshua Robert Cardenas, Zachary Thomas 
Carlsen, Hope Alexandra Ceppetelli, Seth 
Richard Chatterton, William Alexander 
Cheney, Chloe Elizabeth Clifford, 
Angelica Collazo Giraud, Lilly Sky 
Connor, Hunter David Robert Cusson, 
Kendra Lynne Cutroni, Chance James 
Daniels, Devlin Walker Davis, Dante 
James Dawkins, Tucker Anthony Dean, 
Helen Sofia Defranc, Kellsey Ann Dunn, 
Reagan Josephine Eddy, Luciana Amelia 
Edwards, Nathan Charles Ferguson, 
Abigail Elizabeth Foley, Madilynn 
Priscilla Foresteire, Caleb Joshua Fowler, 
Camila Isabelle Garcia Montoya, Connor 
Keith Gasco-Albro, Matthew Edward 
Gaudreau, Christopher Daniel Gauvin, 
Ryan Steven Gaylord, Kacey Jean 
Gemboski, David Anthony Gil, Noah 
James Golden, Laycie Adirenne Gordon, 
Emmary Dawn Gustafson, Isaiah Kojo 
Owuna Hagan, Tucker Hoopes Harrity, 
Gabriel Alexander Jebidiah Hayes, 
Virginia Heybeck, Iyla Lillian Huckins, 
Brady Larned Jackson, Joseph Earl Jaillet, 
Brianna Michelle Judge, Zachary Stephen 
Kaiser, Eva Isabel Kaminski, Lindsey 
Elizabeth Karlgren, Nigel Burton Kean, 
Jenni Khounlamphay, Maura Grace 
Lapriore, Jason Roberto Lareau, Joseph 
Nils Larson, Kelsey Lynn Larson, Anthony 
Aaron Latour, Leandie Fariella Leandre, 
Alan August Levkovski, Valerie Abigail 
Lopez, Stella Grace Lovely, Giavanna 
Louisa Lussier, Hunter William Luukko, 
Brianna Macario, Yanzel Armani Machado 
Aponte, Cailyn Elizabeth Mackenzie, 
Charles James Maglich, Jathrian Angel 
Martinez, Nikolas Wayne Mason, Oliver 
Patrick Mayotte, Keigan Adori McIlvaine, 
Vincent Andrew Menzone, Xavier Nikolai 
Metcalf, Alexander Wane Mikel, Athena 
Matilda Molnar, Mason James Monahan, 
Matthew Joseph Monticelli, Mikayla 
Rae Moorcroft, Ron Wallace Mosong, 
David Ruhamya Mweze, Alexys Grace 
Nault, Kenzie Macrae Nicoll, Andrew 
Cunningham Nieves, Oliver Parker 
Okolita, McKinnon Michael Pacheco, 
Irelyn Mackenzie Padden, Addison 
Lynne Paradis, Mason Cole Patchen, 
Max William Patterson, Wyatt Matthew 
Pelletier, Zachary Ernest Edward Penney, 
Joseph James Peters, Colton Joseph 
Porter, Kandace Rose Quattrucci, Miguel 
Lopes Ramos, Trey Leonard Reichardt, 
Layla Sophia Reid, Ryan Paul Reno, Eric 
Gabriel Reyes Rivera, Camden Francis 
Riley, Lilyana Paulina Rivas, Jadaly 
Audrey Rivera Rodriguez, Alysmarie 
Robles Aviles, Gabriela Araceli Rodas, 
Jayden Manuel Rosado, Joshua Andrew 
Rucho, Zachary Richard Rucho, Michael 
Clement Salvatore, Khloe Angelise 
Sanchez, Alexis Rita Savary, Daniel Ray 
Shirley, Grace Ann Shivick, Nico Adrian 
Smolynsky, Laiza-Michelle Monice 
Spruill, Ethan Daniel Starkus, Michael 
William Steuer, Brandon Scott Stone, 
Daniel Edward Sullivan, Junah William 
Sweeney, Brenna Louise Tebo, Brandon 
Michael Terry, Noah Eladio Torres, 
Payton Rose Tremblay, Juliana Velez, 
Jayden Francis Warren, Camryn Grace 
Weagle, Jacy Olivia Whalen, Landon 
Ryan Whitsitt, Avayah Rylie Widebeck, 
Kaiya Faith Zaczek

Principal’s List: Jack Robert Angiolillo, 
Grace Pearl Aucoin, Naliya Bonilla Jones, 
Kaedynce Paige Brown, Mason Robert 
Case, Ian Michael Conley, Kaylynn 
Elizabeth Costa, Edwin Rojeliomar Cruz, 
Nicholas Anthony Cryan, Arthur Ribas 
Da Silva, Connor William Dalrymple, 
Cristian Benjamin Diaz, Joseph Carmine 
Digiovanni, Lucas James Dowd, Owen 
Caine Eckert, Daniel Lewis Farnum, Jacob 
Steven Gaudette, Lena Jean Goyette, 
Joseph Anthony Greska, Benjamin 
James Haynes, Logan Joseph Horner, 
Brody Neal Kenney, Sean Michael 
Labbe, Victoria Rose LaMountain, 
Asher Cooper Landrum, Camden Jeffrey 
Lucier, Matthew James Lynch, Jonas Aric 
Mather, Avery Mathieu, Hayden Joseph 
Monks, Kohl Evan Neeser, Patrick Logan 
O’Donnell, Aden Mark Pattyerson, Luke 
Gibb Pettes, Isabelle Louise Richmond, 
Sophia Lynn Rogers, Lily Jane Sperry, 
Carlie Rose St. Cyr, Ava Jade St. Peter, 
Oskar Zachary Stidsen, Elin Margaret 
Thorsen, Ixareliz Janice Vazquez, Mason 
Joel Waters, Jude Allen Worden
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&Home 
 AutoWinterWinter

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

HURLEY HURLEY 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  Cut, Split,  
DeliveredDelivered
GREENGREEN

$230$230 per cord per cord
Call John at  Call John at  

508-958-4350508-958-4350

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293     774-230-3967©

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

WORCESTER —  The 
EcoTarium welcomed more 
than 1,100 excited visitors 
on Saturday, January 24, 
2026, for a Free Admission 
Community Day, made 
possible through the gen-
erous support of Norton 
| Saint-Gobain. Families 
and guests of all ages took 
advantage of a full day of 
hands-on science, nature 
exploration, and a special 
luge experience with the 
USA Luge Team, making 
it a highlight of the week-
end. 

“The luge is a high-speed 
physics lesson on gravity, 
acceleration, and aerody-

namics”, said EcoTarium 
President and CEO Noreen 
Smith. “With the help of 
the USA Olympic Luge 
Team and Norton | Saint-
Gobain, visitors were able 
to experience the excite-
ment of the sport and meet 
some of the athletes who 
inspire us all.”

“Partnerships like ours 
with Norton | Saint-Gobain 
help us expand how young 
people see science, tech-
nology, engineering, 
and math,” said Katie 
Chappell, Deputy Director 
of Museum Operations at 
the EcoTarium. “Working 
together with the USA 

Luge team allows us to 
highlight the many ways 
STEM connects to real-
world experiences like 
winter sports and the 
Olympics, while also intro-
ducing youth and families 
to career paths they may 
not have previously con-
sidered.”

“We’re incredibly excit-
ed to sponsor the Norton 
Luge Challenge with our 
partners at the EcoTarium 
and the USA Luge team. 
This event captures the 
creativity, teamwork, and 
engineering spirit behind 
winter sports, and it’s a fun 
way to share our enthu-

siasm as we look ahead 
to the upcoming Winter 
Games,” said Melanie 
Bonsu, Community 
Relations Manager, Saint-
Gobain Abrasives. 

The Norton Luge 
Challenge gave visitors 
the opportunity to try out 
the sport of luge under 
the expert guidance of the 
USA Luge Team inter-
national medalists and 
coaches. Participants used 
easy-to-maneuver plastic 
sleds in a safe, slope-side 
setting. Helmets were pro-
vided to ensure a fun and 
safe experience for all. 
Adding to the high-energy 

atmosphere, the USA Luge 
DJ kept the excitement 
going with upbeat music 
throughout the event.

During the Free 
Admission Day sponsored 
by Norton | Saint-Gobain, 
visitors also enjoyed full 
access to the museum’s 
interactive science exhib-
its, educational program-
ming, and planetarium 
shows, making for an 
unforgettable day of learn-
ing about science, nature, 
and outer space. 

 

About The EcoTarium
The EcoTarium is New 

England’s leading muse-
um of science and nature, 
an indoor-outdoor experi-
ence dedicated to inspiring 
a passion for science and 
nature in visitors of all ages. 
Founded in 1825 as one of 
the oldest natural history 
museums in the country, 
the EcoTarium has been 
a leader in informal sci-
ence and nature education 
for 200 years. Highlights 
of the 45-acre Worcester 
campus include the sci-
ence center with three 
floors of interactive exhib-
its; Alden Planetarium; 
Science Discovery pro-
grams; extensive outdoor 
nature trails, wildlife zoo, 
and habitats; a seasonal 
railroad with the Worcester 
Railers Explorer Express 
Train; and an extensive out-
door play exhibit, Nature 
Explore®. The EcoTarium 
is located at 222 Harrington 
Way, Worcester, MA 
01604. Parking is free, and 
Museum admission tickets 

may be purchased online. 
The EcoTarium is open 
Tuesday through Sunday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 

About Saint-Gobain 
Abrasives

Saint-Gobain Abrasives 
offers powerful, precise, 
user-friendly solutions, 
which enable customers 
to cut, shape and finish 
all materials in the most 
complex and challenging 
applications. By working 
closely with end-users and 
grinding expert partners, 
Saint-Gobain Abrasives 
designs and provides cus-
tomized solutions to secure 
the best option for per-
formance, cost and safe-
ty. Leveraging its global 
manufacturing presence, 
Saint-Gobain Abrasives 
serves its customers local-
ly through its structured 
sales operations in over 27 
countries, employing over 
10,000 people.

 

About USA Luge
Founded in 1979, USA 

Luge is the national govern-
ing body for the Olympic 
sport of luge in the United 
States. USA Luge recruits, 
develops, and supports 
athletes in their pursuit 
of competitive excellence 
while promoting the sport 
nationwide. To learn more, 
visit usaluge.org

EcoTarium hosts Second Annual Free Community 
Day, bringing USA Luge Team to Worcester



W O R C E S T E R 
—  Cornerstone Bank  has 
donated $5,000 to  Jeremiah’s 
Inn to support the ongoing oper-
ations of its Nutrition Center, 
one of the largest food pan-
tries in Central Massachusetts. 
This contribution builds on the 
bank’s history of giving to the 
organization, including pre-
vious donations of $5,000 in 
2023 and 2024 for the Nutrition 
Center and additional support 
for the organization’s recovery 
program and food drives.

 
This year’s donation will 

help Jeremiah’s Inn meet the 
growing demand for nutri-
tious food among low-income 
residents in South Worcester, 
where food insecurity has 
reached unprecedented levels.

  In 2024, Jeremiah’s Inn 
served more than 32,000 indi-
viduals, a 30 percent increase 

from the previous year and a 
167 percent increase over the 
past two years. At the same 
time, the Worcester County 
Food Bank reduced food dis-
tributions to the pantry by 30 
percent, creating a critical gap 
between supply and demand. 
Cornerstone Bank’s continued 
support ensures that children, 
seniors and families who rely 
on the Nutrition Center have 
access to essential meals and 
resources.

 
“Supporting our neighbors in 

times of need is a core part of 
our mission,” said Cornerstone 
Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “We 
are proud to continue our part-
nership with Jeremiah’s Inn 
and help ensure local families 
have access to the food they 
need to grow and thrive.”

 
About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was 

formed in 2017, born of a 
long history of supporting the 
community, and providing a 
strong foundation to help 
people and businesses thrive. 
Serving Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and 
community-based banking 
model enables a unique abil-
ity to deliver outstanding ser-
vice, with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone, which is a sub-
sidiary of PeoplesBankCorp, 
MHC, operating independent-
ly under its own name and 
brand, provides the highest 
level of service and expertise 
for individuals, businesses, 
and community organizations 
with branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to connect 
customers with opportuni-
ties through a broad range of 
deposit and loan products and 
services. Built on Trust is not 
just a tagline, but also one of 
our guiding corporate values. 
Whether a business or person-
al partnership, Cornerstone 
stands on the foundation that 
relationships are built on trust. 
To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings, please 
visit  cornerstonebank.com  or 
call 800-939-9103.

BOSTON —  State 
Representatives Paul 
K. Frost  (R-Auburn), 
Donald R. Berthiaume, Jr. 
(R- Spencer), Joseph D. 
McKenna (R-Sutton) and 
John J. Marsi (R-Charlton) 
are co-sponsoring  com-
prehensive energy 
reform legislation  put 
forth  by Republican 
State Legislators  to pro-
vide financial relief to 
Massachusetts ratepayers 
who are struggling to pay 
high energy bills. The pro-
posal would generate ener-
gy bill savings of about 
$147 million in the first 
year and $2.38 billion over 
10 years for Massachusetts 
residents and businesses. 

 
House Docket 5554, An 

Act addressing energy 
costs, transparency, and 
sustainability, was recent-
ly filed by  Representative 
Frost, Representative 
Berthiaume, Representative 
McKenna and 
Representative Marsi along 
with their  Republican 
colleagues. It contains a 
series of reforms to address 
rising energy costs in 
Massachusetts including 
proposals to restructure the 
Mass Save program, allow 
older homeowners and 
renters to factor in a portion 
of their utility bills to deter-
mine their eligibility for the 
Senior Circuit Breaker tax 

credit, and provide more 
cost transparency for con-
sumers.

  Frost commented, 
“Massachusetts residents 
and small businesses are 
getting crushed by some 
of the highest energy costs 
in our nation. Everyone 
is struggling to heat and 
power their homes. 
Businesses, especially 
small businesses, face diffi-
cult challenges as well and 
are forced to decide wheth-
er to pass those increased 
energy expenses onto their 
customers or cut elsewhere 
to get by. Our bill provides 
both short-term and long-
term savings and relief for 
everyone.”

  “Massachusetts has 
some of the best schools, 
colleges, hospitals, busi-
nesses, sports teams, and 
tourism in the country. 
It also has some of the 
highest costs of living in 
the country forcing people 
to leave at alarming rates 
because they simply can-
not afford to live here,” 
McKenna added. “We 
must do everything in our 
power as legislators to pur-
sue policies that will lower 
costs that consumers are 
paying for life necessities 
like heating their home or 
business.” 

Marsi said, “I talk to 
constituents, residents, and 
businesses every day about 

the high cost of electric-
ity and gas, where some 
must make heartbreaking 
decisions about what to 
spend their hard-earned 
money on.   People with 
fixed incomes such as our 
seniors can’t sustain these 
out of control increases on 
their monthly bills.   We 
need to do everything pos-
sible to drive legislation to 
ensure people can afford to 
power and heat their homes 
and businesses.”

  “The ever-increasing 
upward trend regarding 
the cost of energy in the 
Commonwealth is unsus-
tainable and out of reach 
for the average middle class 
family,” Berthiaume said. 
“This meaningful legisla-
tion will seek to mitigate 
the high energy costs that 
users pay and give families 
some much needed breath-
ing room when it comes to 
their energy bills”

 Their bill seeks to pro-
vide immediate short-term 
relief for Massachusetts 
ratepayers by requiring 
50 percent of Alternative 
Compliance Payments 
(ACPs) made pursuant to 
the Renewable Portfolio 
Standard to be returned to 
utility customers in each of 
the next three years. These 
ACPs are currently deposit-
ed in a custodial fund over-
seen by the Massachusetts 
Clean Energy Center for 

use in clean energy proj-
ects. This change alone 
will return approximately 
$66-$69 million per year 
to ratepayers, and between 
$198 million and $207 
million over three years. 
 
Additional first-year sav-
ings of $78 million will 
be realized through basic 
service and energy contract 
changes contained in the 
bill, including language 
giving electric distribution 
companies the flexibility 
to procure default service 
supply through procure-
ments of varying lengths 
and in combination with 
other companies, as well 
as provisions extending the 
contract period from 1 year 
to 1 ½ years and allow-
ing electric distribution 
companies to collectively 
procure its energy supply 
(gas, electric, transmission, 
transportation or any com-
bination thereof) together. 
Along with the ACP chang-
es, this is expected to pro-
duce about $147 million 
in combined savings for 
ratepayers in each of the 
first three years of imple-
mentation.

  The bill also includes 
several proposed chang-
es to the Mass Save pro-
gram, which is an energy 
efficiency initiative fund-
ed by Massachusetts rate-
payers through a monthly 

surcharge on their gas and 
electric bills. The pro-
gram’s three-year budget 
for 2025-2027 is currently 
set at $4.5 billion.

  Their bill caps Mass 
Save administrative spend-
ing at 10% of the total funds 
allocated for the program. 
It also limits spending on 
the program’s next three-
year plan (running from 
2028-2030) by prohibiting 
the budget from exceeding 
the cost of the 2022-2024 
plan, plus 6.25%. As the 
2022-2024 plan was fund-
ed at $4 billion, the 2028-
2030 plan cannot increase 
by more than $250 million. 
This means that by 2030, 
the combined annual sav-
ings from the ACP returns, 
basic service changes, and 
the Mass Save spending 
reduction will produce an 
estimated $396 million in 
ratepayer savings per year, 
or approximately $2.38 
billion in savings over 10 
years. 

It updates the Senior 
Circuit Breaker tax credit 
for homeowners and rent-
ers who are 65 or older by 
allowing 50 percent of their 
utility costs to be calculated 
into their income used to 
determine their eligibility 
for the credit. 

Their legislation 
directs the Massachusetts 
Secretary of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, 

in consultation with the 
Massachusetts Clean 
Energy Center, to develop 
and implement the frame-
work of a regional compact 
among the New England 
states for the purposes of 
research and development 
regarding nuclear fusion 
energy and establishes a 
Fusion Research Council 
to provide additional 
guidance.   Fusion energy, 
although some years off 
from being able to sup-
ply the power grid, has the 
potential benefits of tradi-
tional nuclear power but 
without the radioactive 
waste.

  The bill prohibits 
third-party competitive 
electric suppliers from 
using predatory practices to 
enroll customers at an arti-
ficially low rate that will 
increase dramatically in a 
short period of time. It also 
limits automatic contract 
renewals to those instances 
where the customer pro-
vided expressed written 
consent at the time of their 
initial enrollment.

 The bill also seeks to cre-
ate a special commission to 
analyze natural gas costs 
in the Commonwealth and 
recommend measures to 
contain and reduce those 
costs for residential and 
commercial consumers. 
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308
Help Wanted

The Resident Care Facility 
at Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 167 
North Spencer Road, Spencer, 
MA., has an opening for a part 
time facility cook.
Hourly wage negotiable de-
pending on experience and re-
lated skills 
Requirements: High School 
Diploma or GED. Ability to 
speak and read English re-
quired. Must be able to under-
stand written policies and pro-
cedures. Must be able to work 
unsupervised while following 
food safety protocols.
For more information and to apply, 

contact Wally Connor, 
Facility/HR Manager at

 (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550 or 
by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

the Freaks!”
Uniting horror enthusiasts and 

those with a taste for the macabre, 
this event offers a unique, enter-
taining, and light-hearted experi-
ence for attendees to revel in the 
delight of the unconventional.

Event Details:
Date: Saturday, Feb. 14 

Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: DoubleTree 
H o t e l ,  M i l f o r d 
Ages: 18 and up

Entertainment Highlights:
– Dance the night away 

to the beats of DJ Neto Neto. 
– Engage in games and activ-
ities throughout the evening. 
– A chance to win excit-
ing raffle prizes. 
– Indulge in a delicious pizza party 
to satisfy your undead appetite. 

– A cash bar, and food available 
from Legends Restaurant inside 
the hotel.

Ticket Information:
Ticket information for Freak 

Formal 2026 can be purchased 
at  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
freak-formal-event-presented-
by-new-england-legends-tick-
ets-1980103869978.

Join the New England Legends 
Facebook Group for more infor-
mation and updates.

FORMAL
continued from page  A1

and Valentine’s Day. Attendees 
will be treated to exclusive tours 
of the Mansion, and the Millbury 
Historical Society will also be 
open for guests to explore, adding 
depth and discovery to the eve-
ning’s experience.

Designed for couples, friends, 
and history enthusiasts alike, 
Love, Lace & Legacy offers a 

fresh and meaningful alternative 
to traditional Valentine’s celebra-
tions, in a unique atmosphere. 

“Esther Howland’s legacy 
reminds us that love, creativity, 
and entrepreneurship have always 
gone hand in hand. Events like 
Love, Lace & Legacy allow us 
to connect the past with the pres-
ent, creating meaningful moments 
guests will carry with them long 
after the evening ends,” said Traci 
Parath, Executive Director, Asa 

Waters Mansion.

Register online at https://uni-
paygold.unibank.com/transaction-
info.aspx?TID=36943 or scan 
the QR code on our flyer. The 
cost to attend is $30 per person, 
with limited seating available, 
and advanced ticket purchase is 
required. For more information, 
please contact Traci Parath at 
508-865-0855 or email Traci at 
tparath@millburyma.gov.

LOVE
continued from page  A1

Area reps co-sponsor comprehensive energy reform 
bill to lower costs for Massachusetts ratepayers

Will generate savings of about $147 million in first year and $2.38 Billion over 10 years

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College has received 
a $148,993 grant from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
to support its Massachusetts 
Inclusive Postsecondary Education 
(MAIPSE) program. MAIPSE pro-
grams provide adults with signifi-
cant disabilities, ages 18 to 22, with 
integrated access to higher educa-
tion. 

QCC’s MAIPSE program pro-
vides  resources to students, includ-
ing textbooks, laptops and peer sup-
port. Peer mentors assist with class-
room navigation, social  engage-
ment  and  completing coursework 
assignments. The funding also sup-
ports presentations and speakers on 
topics such as neurodiversity. 

“This investment benefits stu-
dents in the program, but also the 
campus community because we are 
all receiving  education  about  dis-
abilities,”  said  Director of Student 
Accessibility Services & Assistive 
Technology  Kristen Proctor. 
“Community colleges are perfect 
for MAIPSE because having all 
students belonging and learning 
together parallels the  mission of 
QCC and embeds inclusion into the 
fabric of the college.” 

After partnering with seven local 
schools  for  referrals, the MAIPSE 
program has grown to more 
than 20 students, with signs of con-
tinued growth and demand, accord-
ing to Proctor. 

“Sometimes, you  don’t  know 
when you have assumptions and 
biases about students who have 
more significant disabilities. This 
program helps people understand 
that the limitations we put on people 
might not be needed,” said Student 
Accessibility Services Coordinator 
Cassandra Estey. 

Many students in the MAIPSE 
program have been in self-contained 
classrooms throughout the majority 
of their lives. Being in a QCC class-
room offers an integrated setting 
and room for growth. Staff who 
work with MAIPSE students have 
noticed an increase in their com-
munication skills, especially when 
interacting with non-disabled adults 
in the community. Estey noted that 
these interactions can improve the 
communication skills of non-dis-
abled adults as well, especially those 
coming directly from high school. 

Estey has  witnessed  sever-
al students  find success after the 
MAIPSE program, by enrolling  at 
QCC as fully matriculated stu-
dents or going on to obtain employ-
ment in areas they might not have 
considered before completing the 
program.  One  such  student  gained 
employment at Assabet Valley 
Collaborative after  gaining interest 
and skills from a psychology course.  

For more information on QCC’s 
MAIPSE program, visit www.QCC.
edu/support/specialized-support/
student-accessibility-services.  

Cornerstone Bank supports South Worcester 
 families with donation to Jeremiah’s Inn

QCC receives $148,000 for program  
to support adults with disabilities
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
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RE/MAX Professional Associates
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ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

CHARLTON- Featured Home
50 OLD SPENCER RD $525,000

*7 Room Split * Fireplace
 *2 Full Baths

 *Finished Lower 
Level- 

3 Bedrooms-Bath
*Recent Septic System

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
WORCESTER- COLONIAL WITH 

CONTEMPORARY FLAIR

WORCESTER- NEAR UMASS

DUDLEY- ONE LEVEL

8 Modred Court $614,900

29-A Chilmark St. $349,000

10 Dave’s Way $479,900
DUDLEY LAND! LAND! LAND!

DUDLEY - 1 Acre Lot-
 Build Your Dream Home 

Perc Test and Land Survery in Hand 
$124,900

DUDLEY-
 Ideal for Recreation or Building

30.2 Acres
4 Frontage Lots • Great Privacy

$295,000

*3 Bedroom
*2.5 Baths
*Cabinets 

Galore in this 
Large Eat-In 

Kitchen
*Main Bedroom 

w/ Full Bath
*Lower Level 
Family  Room

*Great 
Commuter 

Access
* 2 Bedroom
*UPGRADES 

INCLUDE:
Windows, Heat 

Pumps, New 
Garage Door 

Hot Water 
Heater

*Custom Finish Work (Crown Mouldings)
*1.5 Baths *Family Room w/ Wood Wainscotting

*Oversized 2 Car Garage *1/2 Acre Lot

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake – 302 Killdeer Island  
Renovated + move-in ready 
lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq 
ft. Open kitchen/dining/living 
w/cathedral ceilings + wall of 
windows. Primary suite w/pri-
vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 
2nd Full bath. Lower level 
family room w/walkout to 
water. Wraparound deck, new 
vinyl railings, terraced yard, 
sandy beach, professional  
landscaping. Many updates 

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!

2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living area!  2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacious 
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of 
yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural 
light that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private enclosed rear 
entry with it’s own outside covered porch.  Updates were done to electric & 
roof to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $379,900.

Featured Listing 
DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island 
Cottage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, 

Clean & Well Maintained, Mod-
ern Conveniences w/the Charm 
of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood 

Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet 
Stove, Wrap-Around Screened 
Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full 
Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or 
Off-Season Water Use! 14,300 
SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of 
Shoreline.                    $595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

SORRY, SOLD!

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/
enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4 
bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room, 
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51’ of sandy beachfront!         $799,000.

WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT LISTING!  KILLDEER RD    

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Astounding Panoramic Views across mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun 
drenched from early morning sunrise till sunset! View the lake from all 
windows. Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shorelines. Fireplaced Liv-
ing Room! Recent Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-in closet. 
Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage.   $ 900,000.

Featured 
Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!!

On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

Two decades ago, Hope Real Estate Group opened its doors with a simple mission: Two decades ago, Hope Real Estate Group opened its doors with a simple mission: 
to serve our community by helping our Clients navigate the real estate market!  to serve our community by helping our Clients navigate the real estate market!  

As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express our sincere gratitude for the support of As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express our sincere gratitude for the support of 
our amazing Clients ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities we serve in MA, CT & RI!  our amazing Clients ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities we serve in MA, CT & RI!  

Find the home made for you.
Let us work with you to find your dream home.
Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506 Cell : 508-341-8299
Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 
SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, 
Notary Public 

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

So Many
Choices
So Many
Choices All just waiting All just waiting 

for a buyer like you,for a buyer like you,

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news



Samaritan’s Purse 
celebrates 12.2 million 
Operation Christmas 

Child shoebox gifts
REGION — Samaritan’s Purse is celebrating a successful season after collecting 12.2 

million Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts in 2025, sharing the love of Jesus with 
children in need around the world.

 
The milestone reflects the generosity of millions of shoebox packers helping to fill 

shoebox gifts with toys, school supplies and personal care items. Across the U.S., the 
project collected 10.9 million shoebox gifts in 2025. Combined with those collected 
from partnering countries, the ministry is now sending over 12.2 million shoebox 
gifts to children worldwide, including those whose lives were turned upside down by 
Hurricane Melissa, a category 5 storm that recently struck Jamaica.

 
“Each shoebox gift is an opportunity to remind boys and girls around the world that 

God loves them,” said Franklin Graham, president of Samaritan’s Purse. “We are so 
thankful for the generosity of every person who packed a shoebox. These gifts are 
bringing joy and the hope of the Gospel to children in need.”

 
For many children, a shoebox gift is the first gift they have ever received. Each 

one is a tangible expression of God’s 
love, offering hope to children facing 
war, poverty, disease and disaster. Since 
1993, Operation Christmas Child has col-
lected and delivered more than 244 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes to children in more 
than 170 countries and territories.

 
While local drop-off locations are closed 

until National Collection Week, Nov. 16 – 
23, anyone can participate year-round by 
packing a shoebox gift online at  samari-
tanspurse.org/buildonline. These shoebox 
gifts built online go to the hardest-to-reach 
areas in the world—whether deep jungles, 
city slums, or steep mountainsides.

 
Information about ways to get involved 

year-round can also be found at  samari-
tanspurse.org/occ.

 
Operation Christmas Child, a project of 

Samaritan’s Purse, seeks to demonstrate 
God’s love in a tangible way to children in 
need around the world and, together with 
the local church worldwide, to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. Since 1993, 
Operation Christmas Child has collected 
and delivered more than 244 million gift-
filled shoeboxes to children in more than 
170 countries and territories.

WORCESTER  — 
UMass Chan Medical 
School held its 38th annu-
al tribute to the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Jan. 26, celebrating the 
intersection of healthcare, 
service, and social justice. 
The virtual ceremony was 
highlighted by the recogni-
tion of Elizabeth Mirekuaa 
Lartey, an alumna and ded-
icated Bay Path Practical 

Nursing Academy educa-
tor, and UMass Chan doc-
toral student, as a recipient 
of the 2026 Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Student 
Service Recognition 
Award.

Lartey, a resident of 
Worcester and a sec-
ond-year Doctor of 
Nursing Practice (DNP) 
student at the Tan Chingfen 
Graduate School of 

Nursing, was selected from 
a record-breaking pool of 
nominees. The award rec-
ognizes students whose 
community-focused proj-
ects and clinical dedica-
tion significantly advance 
health equity and justice in 
the Worcester area.

“Elizabeth’s work truly 
stood out for its dedica-
tion, impact, and commit-
ment to health equity,” 

the Service Subcommittee 
noted during the selection 
process. “Her efforts honor 
the enduring legacy of Dr. 
King by advancing justice 
through service to others.”

A career rooted in com-
munity and care

Lartey’s recognition 
comes as she balances a 
rigorous academic load 
with a deep commitment 
to the nursing profession. 
She currently serves as a 
Med/Surg Charge Nurse at 
UMass Memorial Medical 
Center and has been a vital 
mentor to the next gener-
ation of healthcare work-
ers when she worked as 
an Adjunct Faculty mem-
ber at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy. With a 
professional history span-
ning long-term care at Life 
Care Center of Auburn 
to specimen analysis at 
Quest Diagnostics, Lartey 
has consistently focused 
on patient education and 
therapeutic communica-
tion. Her current academic 
work, where she maintains 
a 3.83 GPA, focuses on the 
Family Nurse Practitioner 
specialization to further 
serve the diverse needs of 
Massachusetts families.

Ceremony highlights
The event featured a key-

note address by  Jennifer 
Bradford, MD, assistant 
professor of family medi-
cine and community health, 
who spoke on the impor-
tance of mission-aligned 
impact. Following the 
keynote,  Dean Terence R. 

Flotte  presented the ser-
vice awards, emphasizing 
the school’s commitment 
to Dr. King’s vision of a 
«Beloved Community.»

The annual tribute 
remains a cornerstone of 
the UMass Chan calendar, 
reinforcing the institution’s 
mission to prioritize under-
served populations and 
foster a culture of inclusive 

excellence in medicine.
About UMass Chan 

Medical School
UMass Chan Medical 

School is the state’s first 
and only public medical 
school, consistently ranked 
as a top-tier institution for 
primary care education and 
a global leader in biomedi-
cal research.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY WEEK!
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 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com
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Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
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or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

For nearly seven decades, Whitco Sales & 
Service, Inc. has been a household name 
across Worcester County and surrounding 
communities. Established in 1955, the 
company has built its reputation on provid-
ing quality appliances, electronics, and 
dependable customer service. Located at 
140 Main Street in Spencer, MA, Whitco 
has become a go-to destination for fami-
lies and businesses seeking everything 
from refrigerators and washers to televi-
sions and grills.
 
As an authorized dealer of leading brands 
such as LG, Samsung, G.E. Maytag and 
many more, Whitco combines a wide 
product selection with knowledgeable 
staff who help customers find the right fit 

for their homes and budgets.  Over 3,000 
appliances are in stock with fast delivery or 
pick-up at our warehouse.

We also have a huge year-round toy depart-
ment featuring Lego, Mattel, Hasbro and 
Fisher Price products, as well as 1,000’s of 
kids and adults bicycles - including 
E-Bikes... more than anyone in Worcester 
County.  We also service bikes!
 
Whitco Sales is a family-owned business, 
and its longevity reflects the dedication of 
its leadership and staff to the community. 
They have a Better Business Bureau (A+ 
rating). Visit their website at 
www.whitcosales.com for hundreds of 
deals!

ANOTHER YEAR IN BUSINESS

WHITCO

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

$99999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-7pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

HUGE SELECTION!

TOY
CLEARANCE!

SAVE UP TO

70% Off!

NEW YEAR
SALE!

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

Bay Path nurse and educator honored 
at UMass Chan Medical School’s 

38th Annual MLK Jr. Tribute

Elizabeth Mirkuaa


