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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER — When local residents catch a recent-

ly released movie this winter, they’ll be sure to enjoy 
plenty of familiarities in the setting. 

Several scenes in “The Snowball Effect” were 
filmed at Spencer Country Inn, which hosted a free 
screening of the movie on Dec. 18. 

For Amy Perro, whose parents purchased the 
property in 1982, it was a thrill to see the venue 
showcased in a new, creative way. Like many local 
businesses, the inn went through uncertain times 
as a result of pandemic restrictions, and the unique 
recent experience helped make an already trium-
phant holiday season extra memorable.

“It means so much to be able to come through the 
pandemic and have this experience,” Perro told the 
New Leader. “This whole thing came together really 
nicely. It was interesting and impressive to see all of 
the crews involved.”

Filming at the inn took place over the course 
of two weeks in April, with scenes featuring the 
banquet hall, the front of the inn, and various hall-
ways. Additional filming for the movie took place in 
Worcester, Holden, and Oakham.  

Over the last decade-plus, Massachusetts has 
become an increasingly hot commodity for filmmak-
ers. The majority of recent Bay State productions 
have taken place in Boston and Worcester, but 
movie crews are always on the lookout for smaller 

communities that can deliver the quaint, bucolic 
atmosphere needed for certain films.

“Producer Jenna O’Connell and I were looking for 
a location where we could film a number of different 
scenes without having to move locations, and we 
passed by the inn, which had a ballroom, a bar, bed-
rooms, and a beautiful exterior. We knew it would be 
perfect,” said Chris Lang, who served as the director 
and writer for the film. “On top of that, Amy, the 
owner, was so incredibly accommodating and helped 
us in every way she could.” 

Perfect for the holiday season and wintertime, 
“The Snowball Effect” tells the story of two rival 
meteorologists who have an

opportunity to advance their careers…assuming 
they can beat an impending blizzard to the city for an 
interview. In the middle of their journey, they find 
themselves stuck in the village of Mistletoe, where 
the holidays are no longer celebrated.

From the film crew to the stars of the movie, every-
one relished the opportunity to bring their scenes to 
life at Spencer Country Inn.

“What’s great is when you have locations that are 
already so perfect for a Christmas themed movie. It 
just makes it easy to film and look good on screen,” 
Lang added. “Spencer and Oakham doubled for our 
imaginary town of Mistletoe, Mass., and together 
they gave the perfect vibe we were going for.”

Back in July 1982, Perro’s parents—Dave and 

New year 
off to a 

busy start 
at Haston 
Library

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
NORTH BROOKFIELD — The new year is starting 

off with a busy schedule at Haston Free Public Library, 
where patrons can find plenty of fun activities this 
month. 

On Jan. 12 at 6:30 p.m., the library will get a visit 
from Dave Brown, a retired veterinary virologist who 
spent most of his career as a medical researcher in the 
fields of genetics, virology, and immunology. During 
his presentation this month, Brown will talk about 
various strategies to promote mitochondrial health. 

“The brain is a highly active organ with great energy 
demands. Mitochondria are the powerhouses of cells—
and without healthy mitochondria, cells of the brain 
will be particularly vulnerable to degeneration,” read 
a statement promoting the event. 

For more information about the program, call the 
library at 508-867-0208.

Also this month, the Haston Library Book Group is 
reading “Falling Man” by Don DiLillo. The book will 
be discussed on Jan. 31 at 7 p.m. in the library and via 
Zoom. Copies of the book are available in the library. 
Call the library for more information, or to access the 
Zoom link. 

Meanwhile, the library is spotlighting the services of 
volunteer Emily Janes this month. Having volunteered 
at the library since 2018, Janes is always helping guests 
with various services. 

“Most of the time she cleans the library, dusting and 
washing down surfaces and windows. She also enjoys 
doing special assignments, like cutting out holiday 
shapes for decorations,” read a statement released by 
the library. “Emily’s favorite part of working in the 
library is the people. Emily is a wonderful volunteer, a 
good friend, and a lovely person. The library is so lucky 
to have her as a member of our volunteer team.”

Additionally, Janes recently completed a draft of a 
book about Christmas and continues to write in her 
blog.

The library also invites families to take part in 
January story-time sessions on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
An array of winter-themed books will be featured as 
part of the program. 

Looking ahead, the library is eager to host additional 
events this winter. These include school vacation week 
activities in February, as well as a visit from author 
Elena Palladino in February to discuss her book on 
the villages that were destroyed for the construction of 
Quabbin Reservoir.  

To learn more about upcoming programs at the 
library, or to sign up for an event, call 508-867-0208.

The library is located at 161 North Main St.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER —  Officials 
are seeking communi-
ty members who are 
interested in joining the 
Master Plan Steering 
Committee.

Spencer recent-
ly received a grant to 
update the town’s Master 
Plan, which was last 
updated in 2003. With the 
imminent formation of 
the Master Plan Steering 
Committee, residents 
will have the opportunity 
to help set the goals and 
objectives of the updated 
plan.

 
Members of the com-

mittee will meet once or 
twice per month, offi-
cials said. Meetings will 
be held remotely, except 
for a community forum 
whose date has not yet 
been announced. Meeting 
days and times will 
depend on the availabil-
ity of committee mem-
bers.

 
“This is a fantas-

tic opportunity to get 
involved in your com-
munity and help the 
town accomplish some-
thing great,” said Town 
Planner Lauren Vivier.

A Master Plan is a doc-
ument designed to pro-
vide a basis for decisions 
regarding the long-term 
development of a munic-
ipality. The document 
should include a state-
ment identifying the 
goals and policies of the 
community for its future 
growth and development, 
officials said. 

As part of the update to 
the Master Plan, the town 
will conduct an interac-
tive public process  to 
determine overall com-
munity values, goals, and 
patterns of development.

Specifically, the Master 
Plan will focus on several 
major elements, includ-
ing land use; housing 
needs and development; 
economic development 
and employment oppor-
tunities;  natural and 
cultural resources; open 

space and recreation; and 
services and facilities.

“Updating a Master 
Plan provides a commu-
nity with a formal ave-
nue through which to 
make regularly sched-
uled assessments of its 
progress, both in terms 
of reviewing the effective-
ness of development deci-
sions and in terms of sat-
isfying the priorities the 
town has established for 
itself,” read a statement 
released by the town.

Looking ahead, mem-
bers of the Master Plan 
Steering Committee 
will play a direct role 
in shaping the town’s 
vision for future activi-
ties. Members’ responsi-
bilities will include pro-
viding feedback on pro-
posed changes, as well as 
approving all draft mate-
rials related to the proj-
ect. These include survey 
language; outreach mate-
rials; and  agendas for 
community forums and 
other public meetings.

“This is a unique 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER —  The 
school department 
recently received a major 
donation from Auburn 

Elks Lodge 2118  to bol-
ster its curriculum for 
English language learn-
ers.

The $2,000 donation 
was announced during 
a check presentation 

on Dec. 22 at Leicester 
High School.  For 
Leicester Public Schools 
Superintendent Brett 
Kustigian and his team, 

Community gets first look 
at locally shot film

Courtesy

Members of the cast and film crew celebrate the release of the movie.

Members sought for Master 
Plan Steering Committee

Donation will 
bolster ESL programs 
at Leicester schools

Courtesy

Leicester school officials and students celebrate a donation made to the district by Auburn 
Elks Lodge 2118.

Turn To FILM page  A16

Turn To DONATION page  A16 Turn To MEMBERS page  A16
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER —  Officials and patrons at Leicester 

Public Library are ringing in the new year with plenty 
of exciting programs. 

The Friends of the Leicester Public Library will 
host a plant swap at the library from Tuesday, Jan. 
24, through Saturday, Jan. 28. Guests are invited to 
bring a cutting of a plant they own and swap it for a 
new one. If you don’t have a plant of your own, you can 
purchase a rooted cutting from the Friends for $1-5. 

Materials are available on the main floor of the 
library’s Reading Room during regular hours.

For anyone who wants to jumpstart their spring 
garden, the library will host Leicester resident Linda 
Monahan, who will introduce attendees to the winter 
sowing method. The event is set for Jan. 24 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Community Meeting Room.

“This method of starting seeds in the winter 
allows for growing your own food year-round in 
Massachusetts without grow lights, heat mats, or 

indoor space,” read a statement released by the library. 

The first 15 attendees of the event will receive all of 
the materials and seeds needed to start their own gar-
den. All others will be provided with a materials list 
and instructions. The event is free to the public, with 
no registration required. 

Over the next few months, the library will host a 
series of short programs called D.I.Y. Together. These 
events are designed to teach different skills. Most are 
drop-in events that allow residents to receive a free, 
quick tutorial, with no registration required.

On Saturday, Jan. 21, guests will learn how to make 
no-knead bread with four simple ingredients. Bring a 
large mixing bowl and a large spoon, and go home with 
bread dough you can bake on Sunday. Dough ingredi-
ents will be available for the first twelve attendees; 
all others will be provided with instructions. Please 
arrive at 10:30 a.m. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 31, guests will learn how to sew 
buttons. Bring your item missing a button, or practice 
on one of the samples provided.

On Wednesday, Feb. 7, guests will get an introduc-
tion to knitting. 

“Learn to knit and purl—the foundation stitches of 
knitting,” read a statement released by the library. 
“Use these new skills to knit a quick pot holder or 
scarf. All materials provided.”

On Thursday, Feb. 16, guests will learn beginner 
crochet. All materials will be provided.

On Tuesday, Feb. 28, guests will learn to use simple 
hand sewing stitches, embroidery, sashiko, or appli-
que to mend small holes in your favorite sweater. 
Bring your sweater, or practice on one provided.

Guests will receive an introduction to quilting on 
Tuesday, March 14. Learn to make a basic four-patch 
or nine-patch quilt square, with either hand sewing 
or the library’s sewing machine. All materials will 
be provided. Please arrive at 6 p.m. to make sure you 

have enough time 
to finish.

Additional top-
ics to be covered 
at the library this 
year include tire 
changing; perform-
ing a vehicle flu-
ids check; taking 
family photos; and 
emergency pre-
paredness, among 
others.

To learn more 
about upcoming 
events, dates, and 
times, visit www.
leicesterlibrary.
org.

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Fall
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

AUBURN —  Webster 
Five recently donat-
ed $25,000 to African 
Community Education 
(ACE), a Worcester 
organization dedicated 
to assisting African ref-
ugees and immigrant 
youth and families in 
achieving educational 
and social stability. The 
donation will go towards 
their campaign to reno-
vate the new ACE Center 
and expand program 
access.

 
ACE’s programs 

include after school 
and family education 
programs, mentorship 
opportunities, commu-
nity outreach and more. 
They currently serve 
6.3 percent of African-
born immigrants and 
their children living in 
Worcester within 200 per-
cent of the poverty line. 

With their 2022 move to 
a larger headquarters, 
ACE looks to expand 
their programs and grow 
their reach to serve even 
more families.

 
“Webster Five is 

proud to support the 
important work African 
Community Education is 
doing to increase access 
to resources promoting 
personal growth and sta-
bility in our community,” 
said Don Doyle, President 
and CEO, Webster Five. 

 
“African Community 

Education is extreme-
ly grateful for Webster 
Five’s generous contri-
bution to our organiza-
tion. This gift will have a 
tremendous impact as we 
renovate the new ACE 
Center and expand access 
to education, outreach 
and workforce develop-

ment programs for thou-
sands of African refugees 
and immigrants in the 
Central Massachusetts 
community. We are 
thankful Mr. Doyle and 
the Webster Five leader-
ship team recognize the 
important role this proj-
ect has in our local com-
munity and believe in 
our work at ACE enough 
to be an early support-
er of these efforts,” said 
Kaska Yawo, Executive 
Director & Co-Founder, 
ACE.

 
To learn more about 

ACE’s mission and 
programs, please 
visit  https://www.
africancommunityed-
ucation.org/. To learn 
more about Webster 
Five’s charitable giving, 
visit  https://www.web5.
com/about-us/our-story/
our-news/.

Webster Five donates $25,000 to African Community Education

Courtesy

Pictured left to right in front of their new building are Biodun Akande, Board Chairperson, ACE 
and Kaska Yawo, Executive Director & Co-Founder, ACE.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER —  The Senior Center 

will host local author, educator, and 
community leader Donna McCance for 
an informational event this month. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 24, at 10 a.m., 
McCance will visit the Senior Center to 
present her book, “Knowing Me from A 
to Z, A Child’s Mindset.” 

McCance co-authored the book with 
mindset specialist Harry Petsanis. 
Since the publication of their book, 
McCance has presented at Leicester 
Public Library, the Leicester Women’s 
Club, and at book tours throughout 
Leicester. 

A retired Leicester Elementary 
School teacher, McCance taught first 
and second grades for 22 years. She also 
taught reading at the school’s Summer 
Camp Explorations program through-

out that time. Currently, she serves 
on the Council on Aging, the Leicester 
Women’s Club, and the Leicester School 
Committee, among other organizations 
and committees.

Having dedicated her career to 
advancing education, McCance is 
thrilled to continue assisting local stu-
dents and their families with her book. 

“The purpose of the book is two-
fold. One is to bring awareness to adults 
so they can understand the importance 
of stepping back and allowing children 
to develop their free thinking so they 
can explore, experiment, and experi-
ence their learning,” McCance said. 
“The other purpose is to bring aware-
ness of mindset to children so they can 
have a sense of self through such traits 
as self-confidence, self-worth, self-reli-
ance, and self-regulation.” 

McCance also joined Petsanis in 
co-authoring a framework on mind-
set development for schools. Entitled 
“Individualistic Mindset Awareness,” 
the piece will be published soon along 
with the book “Mindset 365.” 

The Jan. 24 event is open to the public. 
A complimentary lunch will be served 
after the presentation. 

Additionally, McCance will be avail-
able after the program to sign copies of 
the book for purchase. 

To learn more about the event, or if 
you wish to attend, contact Leicester 
Senior Center Director Rachelle 
Cloutier at 508-892-7016. You can also 
sign up by visiting the Senior Center. 

Author Donna McCance to visit Leicester Senior Center

Courtesy

Local author and community leader Donna 
McCance will attend a program at the Senior 
Center this month.

Ring in the new year with programs at Leicester Public Library
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WORCESTER — As the new year 
marks the perfect time to set new goals 
and aspirations for the future, the Greater 
Worcester Community Foundation 
(GWCF) is pleased to announce that it 
is now accepting scholarship applica-
tions for high school seniors who live in 
Worcester County and are seeking col-
lege scholarships through the 2023-2024 
academic year. 

For more than four decades, GWCF 
has not only impacted the lives of near-
ly 10,000 aspiring students by awarding 
scholarships funded by the generosity 

of individuals, families and business-
es in the community, but has made a 
conscious effort to invest in the future 
of Central Massachusetts. As one appli-
cation opens the door to more than 
140 scholarships that can be redeemed 
across dozens of colleges and univer-
sities throughout the region, many of 
these students end up living, working 
and creating positive change within the 
cities and neighborhoods in which they 
receive their education. 

Take Eric Roldan as an example. 
Once a recipient of the William J. 

Short Scholarship and the Elm Park 
Community School Scholarship, Roldan 
received his first taste of making a dif-
ference as a member of GWCF’s Youth 
for Community Improvement Program 
(YCI). A 12-week student led program, 
students come together to identify areas 
of interest within their community 
where they would like to see change. 
This experience and opportunity led 
Roldan down the path to his current 
role as Director of Outpatient Services 
at Open Sky Community Services in 
Worcester. 

“What GWCF is doing with their schol-
arship program is giving young students 
the hope, encouragement and financial 
support they need to overcome barriers,” 
said Roldan. “There is nothing more 
fulfilling than having the opportunity 
to invest your time, energy and exper-

tise back into the community that once 
served you.”

Since the program’s founding in 1978, 
$14.04 million has been distributed to 
nearly 10,000 students. Last year, GWCF 
awarded over $754,000 to more than 400 
local students. Now in its 45th year of 
awarding college scholarships, awards 
ranging from $300 to $5,000 will be made 
to students based on a wide variety of cri-
teria including need, merit, career goals 
and activity involvement. 

Students may apply online by visiting 
greaterworcester.org. Scholarship appli-
cations must be submitted by 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 1. Recipients will be 
announced in July 2023. For more infor-
mation, please contact Jacob Vazquez, 
Philanthropy Officer, Scholarship 
jvazquez@greaterworcester.org.   

Greater Worcester Community Foundation now 
accepting scholarship applications  

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

 1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Name: Mack
 Hi, my name is Mack. I am a sweet and goofy 
boy ready to play and bounce around, I still 
have puppy behaviors and am always very 
excited and ready for all of the fun, all of the 
time!! You’ll find me running around with 
my milk crate. I do have a condition called 
optic nerve hypoplasia which has caused me to lose some of 
my vision. I get over simulated very easily and I start to get 
mouthy, I like to bite ankles, hands, pretty much anything I 
can get my mouth on. I need a very special home with adults 
and no other pets only please. I have just returned from our 
training program and I have so much to show you that I have 
learned, but you would need to be able to provide me with 
constant structure and keep up with my training. I need 
someone who can provide me with lots of exercise and play 
time, maybe even somewhere that I can have a job. In return I 
promise to do the best I can and give you lots of love.

P.A.L. of the Week

People for Animals League
www.people4animals.org

Spencer MA • 774-745-8041

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

new • used • sales • service

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

If you would like to nominate someone or a group of people 

for 2023, please email your suggestion to Mikaela at mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news. Thank you. 

PERSON
   WEEKof
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W O R C E S T E R 
—  Quinsigamond 
Community College will 
host the 38th  Annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Breakfast 
on Monday, Jan. 16. This 
year’s theme for recog-
nizing Dr. King is “A Day 
of Service.”

The public is welcome 
to attend the breakfast 
by purchasing tickets 
at  www.QCC.edu/mlk-
breakfast  by Monday, 
Jan. 9. After this dead-
line, please contact June 
Geary at  jgeary@qcc.
mass.edu  for tickets. 
Doors will open at 7 a.m., 
with the program start-
ing at 8 a.m.

This year’s keynote 
speaker will be United 
States Attorney for the 
District of Massachusetts 
Rachael S. Rollins. After 
being nominated by 
President Biden as the 
Chief Federal Officer for 
Massachusetts, she was 
confirmed by the U.S. 
Senate in December of 

2021. Ms. Rollins is the 
first Black woman to hold 
this position. Prior to this, 
she was the first woman 
and the first woman of 
color elected as Suffolk 
County District Attorney 
in Massachusetts.

Vice Chancellor for 
Diversity and Inclusion 
at UMass Chan Medical 
School, Dr. Marlina 
Duncan, will serve as 
the master of ceremo-
nies. Prior to arriving at 
UMass Chan in December 
2020, she served as the 
assistant vice president 
of academic diversity 
and associate dean of 
diversity initiatives in 
the Graduate School at 
Brown University.

“QCC is honored to 
once again be hosting 
this important communi-
ty event that highlights 
the life and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.,” 
said QCC President Luis 
G. Pedraja, Ph.D. “We 
must continue to work 
every day to embody Dr. 

King’s message of love, 
inclusion and peace.”

Co-Chair of the 
Committee Nellie Toney 
said, “Happy New Year 
Worcester County! 
We the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Committee wish you and 
yours a healthy New 
Year. It’s 2023 and we 
are back as an in-person 
community event. Thank 
you again for supporting 
our efforts in keeping Dr 
King’s legacy and dream 
alive.”

Several students 
will be awarded MLK 
Scholarships, fund-
ed through the MLK 
Committee’s scholarship 
subcommittee and yearly 
golf tournament, and one 
scholarship that is funded 
through Quinsigamond 
Community College.

In addition to the 
scholarships, the annu-
al Eleanor T. Hawley 
Community Service 
Award will be present-
ed to Dr. George Storms 

Smith and Gordon 
Hargrove. One of the 
founders of the MLK, Jr. 
Community Breakfast, 
Smith had a decades-
long career in education 
and civil rights activism. 
Hargrove was a staff 
member and executive 
director of the board 
of directors for The 
Friendly House.

Worcester Police 
Officers Captain Kenneth 
Davenport and Officer 
David Rutherford will 
also be receiving awards 
for their community 
involvement. 

Highlights of the morn-
ing’s musical selections 
will be musical duo David 
Allen on guitar and Noah 
Allen on saxophone, 
a Gospel Jazz Combo 
featuring Mechanics 
Hall Education and 
Community Program 
Coordinator, Christon 
Carney, and a tradition-
al folk song with audi-
ence participation led by 
Leslie Clark.

Those attending the 
Breakfast are asked to 
bring a new, age-appro-
priate book (related to 
MLK or diversity) for 
second and third grade 
students. These will be 
distributed in Worcester 
and Fitchburg public 
schools for students to 
take home. Worcester 
bookstores  Tidepool 
Bookshop  and  Root & 
Press  are offering dis-
counts for this event.

The Worcester Area 
Mission Society and 
United Congregational 
Church (WAMS) are coor-
dinating the book drive 
and can purchase a book 
for anyone who prefers 
to give a cash donation 
through the WAMS web-
site  https://wamsworks.
org/donate.

Community based 
organizations will also 
be in attendance at the 
Breakfast to offer infor-
mation about their work 
and solicit volunteers.

This year’s event 

sponsors include 
Q u i n s i g a m o n d 
Community College, 
National Grid, UMass 
Chan Medical School and 
UMass Memorial Medical 
Center.

To learn more about the 
event or to make a dona-
tion to the Scholarship 
Fund, visit  www.QCC.
edu/mlkbreakfast.

Additionally, the 
YMCA and MLK 
Community Breakfast 
Committee are  looking 
for volunteers to assem-
ble kits for foster children 
on Monday, January 16, 
2023, from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
at YMCA’s Greendale 
Family Branch or 
Central Community 
Branch. Kits will include 
pajamas, a toothbrush, 
and a message from the 
Community. For more 
information about this 
volunteer opportunity, 
please contact Christina 
Puleo at cpuleo@ymcaof-
cm.org. 

Quinsigamond Community College to host 38th Annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Breakfast

Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School awarded grant for adult 
career technical education program

CHARLTON — Superintendent-Director Kyle Brenner is pleased to announce 
that Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School has been awarded a 
Career Technical Initiative (CTI) Grant to help bolster the school’s adult education 
program from the Baker Polito Administration. 

The $579,710 grant awarded to Bay Path will be used to provide free training 
and placement services to 90 un/underemployed adult learners for high-demand 
Advanced Manufacturing, Culinary and HVAC positions. The school will partner 
with employers, including A&M Tool Design, All Points HVAC, Angry Panda Food 
Co, CK Smith Superior, Dexter, FLEXcon, F.W. Webb Co, General Mechanical 
Contractors, Great Oak Pizza, Pine Ridge County Club and Primetals Technologies, 
to conduct this training.

“This funding will provide our students with the opportunity to receive excep-
tional training and help them to prepare for their careers. It will also help support 
the trade industry by bringing expertly-trained individuals into the workforce,” 
said Superintendent-Director Brenner. “On behalf of the entire school, I would like 
to sincerely thank the outgoing governor and lieutenant governor for this very 
generous grant.”

The goal of the CTI Grant is to expand training opportunities for young people 
and adults as part of the Administration’s multi-year effort to address workforce 
skills gaps so more residents can pursue careers in growing industries and employ-
ers can hire qualified workers to grow their businesses.

This grant, which was administered by the Executive Office of Labor and 
Workforce Development, was part of $3,612,596 in funding awarded to support 
employers in training and recruiting Massachusetts workers for high-demand sec-
tors like technology, healthcare, and manufacturing. 
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION —  With recent 

winters featuring multiple 
thaws, first responders say 
it’s now especially important 
to take precautions to avoid 
venturing onto thin ice.

Over the last three weeks, 

the region has seen several 
days with temperatures sig-
nificantly higher than aver-
age for this time of year. The 
stretch of mild winter weath-
er caused the ice to shrink—
or disappear altogether—on 
some local water bodies.

As a result, area first 
responders are reminding 

residents of the conditions 
necessary for them to safe-
ly return to the ice. Even 
though most water bodies 
have frozen over again, they 
might not be safe for certain 
activities just yet.

“New ice is usually stron-
ger than old ice. Clear ice 
is also stronger than white 
cloudy ice,” said Leicester 
Fire Chief Michael Dupuis.  
“Ice that is formed over open 
water such as rivers or lakes 
containing a large number 
of natural springs is even 
more dangerous and should 
be avoided.”

Officials also remind res-
idents that several factors 
determine the strength of 
ice, including water depth, 
size of the water body, water 
chemistry, currents, snow 
cover, age of ice, and local 
weather conditions.

“Ice doesn’t freeze uni-
formly. Continue to check ice 
conditions frequently as you 
venture out onto the ice,” 
read a statement released by 
the Massachusetts Division 
of Fisheries and Wildlife. 
“Many lakes and ponds may 
contain spring holes and 
other areas of currents that 
can create deceptively dan-
gerous thin spots.”

Local first responders also 
urge residents to be well-pre-
pared with safety equipment 
and communications devices 
before going onto the ice.

“When you do choose 
to go on the ice, be  pre-
pared with a cell phone 
in case of emergency, as 
well as rope,” Dupuis said. 
 
Individuals heading onto 
the ice should also bring ice 
picks with them, officials 
said. In case of emergency, 
drive the nails into the ice 
and pull yourself to safety 
while kicking.

Wearing a life jacket will 
also help keep you at the sur-
face if you fall through thin 
ice, in addition to providing 
insulation against the effects 
of cold water, officials said.

 
If ice is two inches thick or 
less, you should stay off it. 
Four-inch ice is safe for ice 
fishing and other activities 
on foot, while a thickness of 
five inches is needed to sup-
port snowmobiles and ATVs.

In order to accommodate 
cars and small pickup trucks, 
ice should be between eight 
and twelve inches thick, offi-
cials said.

Finally, residents are 
advised to always keep their 
pets leashed while walking 
on or near frozen water bod-
ies. Local  first responders 
handle a number of calls 
each year involving animals 
falling through the ice.

“Well-meaning 
pet owners can 
easily become vic-
tims themselves 
when trying to 
assist their pets,” 
read the state-
ment released 
by the Division 
of Fisheries and 
Wildlife.

For addition-
al ice safety tips, 
visit www.mass.
gov. 
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DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

REGION —  SERVPRO of Southern 
Worcester County is a trusted leader 
in the restoration industry, and fast-
er to any size disaster in your home 
or commercial properties. Providing 
emergency disaster relief to our local 
communities like   Uxbridge, Auburn, 
Northbridge, Southbridge, Dudley, 
Whitinsville, and Sturbridge, we are the 
leading disaster and restoration pro-
fessionals in the Massachusetts area, 
with advanced restoration and cleaning 
equipment.  We offer emergency 24/7 
services to ensure your peace of mind 
no matter the severity of your damage. 
Our team of dedicated, detail-oriented 
professionals who are sensitive of the 
emotional side of any disaster clean up 
are competent to handle absolutely any-
thing that comes their way. When some-
one loses control of their life you need 
someone to take their time with every 
customer to explain the procedure of 
the cleanup and follow all insurance 
guidelines.  New England weather can 
be unpredictable, however that is just 
what SERVPRO of Southern Worcester 
County is prepared for. Our job is to be 
there for that unexpected disaster - and 
we always come prepared.  We offer 
24-hour emergency service with highly 

trained restoration technicians.
Residential services
SERVPRO is a trusted leader in the 

restoration industry with more than 
1,950 Franchises in the U.S. and Canada. 
Whether you need help with emergen-
cy flood damage or your upholstery 
cleaned, you can depend on SERVPRO 
of Southern Worcester County. Our 
technicians have extensive cleaning 
and restoration training and can make 
your property look its best. Our residen-
tial services include:

Water Damage Restoration
Fire Damage Restoration
Mold Remediation
Storm Damage Restoration
Cleaning Services
Building Services
Commercial services
Fire and water damage can inter-

rupt your business operations in an 
instant without notice. An unexpected 
period of lost productivity and reve-
nue can be devastating. SERVPRO of 
Southern Worcester County has the 
training, equipment, and resources to 
get your commercial property back to 
business quickly. Our commercial ser-
vices include:

Commercial Water Damage 

Restoration
Commercial Fire Damage Restoration
Commercial Mold Remediation
Commercial Cleaning Services
Commercial Storm and Major Events
Locally owned company with nation-

al resources
SERVPRO of Southern Worcester 

County is  locally owned and operated, 
so we are part of this community too. 
When you have a cleaning or resto-
ration need, we’re already nearby and 
ready to help. We take pride in being 
a part of the Uxbridge community and 
want to do our part in making it the best 
it can be.

We are proud to serve our local com-
munities:

Auburn, MA
Northbridge, MA
Southbridge, MA
Dudley, MA
Webster, MA
Oxford, MA
Whitinsville, MA
Sturbridge, MA
Have Questions? Call ServePro Today 

(508) 234-3399, visit us on our website 
https://www.servprosouthernworces-
tercounty.com or on social media. 

SERVPRO of Southern Worcester 
County faster to any size disaster BROOKFIELD 

$545,000, 37 Molasses Hill Rd, Wang, 
Lun F, to Contrastano, Leonard, and 
Contrastano, Doreen E.

$418,000, 86 Rice Corner Rd, Powers, 
Jeffrey A, and Powers, Cintia O, to 
Wawrzkiewicz, Kimberly K.

$375,000, 39 Rice Corner Rd, Trudell, 
Charles, and Trudell, Patricia, to 
Santucci, Stephen, and Santucci, 
Jennifer L.

$88,000, 139 Fiskdale Rd, Korch, 
Leonard, and Korch, Megan, to Spahiu-
Brahimi, Enida, and Spahiu, James.

$88,000, 141 Fiskdale Rd, Korch, 
Leonard, and Korch, Megan, to Spahiu-
Brahimi, Enida, and Spahiu, James.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$345,000, 221 Harrington St, Cormier, 

Tracy, and Derosier, Bruce S, to 
Bachman, Ronald D, and Bachman, 
Deborah A.

$108,000, 118 Prospect St, Barnes, Rae 
A, to Remodel Or Renew Hm Impr.

$350,000, 163 W Sturbridge Rd, Estell-
Farrick, Charlene, and Farrick, Steven 
P, to Driscoll, Jonathan W.

LEICESTER
$340,000, 2 Victor Ave, Forti, Kevin 

J, and Forti, Jennifer A, to Servidio, 
Anthony.

$330,000, 17 Carleton Rd, Gustafson, 
Jon E, and Gustafson, Rachel M, to 
Baxter, Allison L.

$310,000, 51 Burncoat Ln, Brosnihan, 
Mary E, to Maday, Aaron, and Maday 
3rd, Jerome A.

$850,000, 14 Huntoon Memorial Hwy, 
Dicentes, James P, to 14 Huntoon Mem 
Hwy LLC.

$408,000, 404 Rawson St, Prouty, 
Ronald R, and Prouty, Jane R, to 
Brunyak, David, and Cadoret, Brian C.

$315,000, 315 Main St, Lu, Erlian, to 
Hogan, Ian.

$525,000, 78 Lake Ave, Scribner 
Properties LLC, to Marcello, Aimee M, 
and Bjork, Christopher R.

$409,000, 3 Birchwood Dr, US Bank 
NA Tr, to Jeanty, Valery.

$280,000, 52 Paxton St, Fleming 
Michael Est, and Sampson, Deborah M, 
to Otoole, Shannon L, and Moon, Jacob.

$173,000, 39 Grove St, Jusiewicz, 
Christopher D, and Jusiewicz, Tina L, 
to Robinson, Clifford J.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$250,000, 25 Bell St, Rasys, Stephen A, 

and Rasys, Maria A, to Olson, Matthew 
A.

$550,000, 263 N Main St, Seymour 3rd, 
Herbert F, to Mcandrew, Anthony J.

$401,900, 9 Walker Rd, Bellerive, 
Nicholas A, and Bellerive, Amanda L, 
to Montgomery, Kerilyn.

SPENCER
$835,000, Maple St, JTD Management 

Inc, to J& R Re Holdings LLC.
$389,900, 2 Demers Dr, Yamiolkowski, 

Gail, and Pellegrino, John, to Russ, 
Gary, and Russ, Denise.

$369,900, 37 Cherry St, Ekleberry 
William D Est, and Ekleberry, Phyllis 
F, to Nick& Matt Prop LLC.

$205,000, 42 Maple St, Elevation 
Investment LLC, to 3 Queens LLC.

$156,600, 13 Temple St, Latino, Gloria 
A, and Newrez LLC, to V& J LLC.

$100,000, 136 Main St, Ekleberry, 
Phyllis F, and Ekleberry, William D, to 
136 Spencer LLC.

$470,000, 24 Wire Village Rd, Bishop, 
Nicholas J, to Burnett, Gary, and 
Burnett, Deena.

$382,500, 6 Meadowbrook Rd, 257 
Village Street RT, and Freilich, Lisa, 
to Nkrahene, Kwabena, and Nkrahene, 
Nana.

$240,000, 35 Highland St, Lussier, 
Joseph P, to Bushe, Sean D.

$225,000, 4 Crestview Dr #54, Clough, 
Joanne, and Bott, Jennifer, to San, 
Anna.

$430,000, 39 R Jones Rd, Perreault LT, 
and Perreault, George B, to New Life 
Baptist Church.

$421,000, 1 1st St, Robin, Ann, to Long, 
Melissa.

$330,000, 18 Ash St, Paquin, Kate E, 
and Paquin, Mark M, to Kelsaw, Dante 
S, and Kelsaw, Deanna J.

$285,000, 9 Main St, Gatto, Carol A, and 
Haynes, Jennifer J, to 3MG Santiago 
Prop LLC.

$270,000, 26 Wilson Ave, Wilmington 
Svgs Fund Soc, to Alomran, Hussein, 
and Aldayyeni, Wardah.

$207,000, 17 Bixby Rd #11, Russo, 
Michael, to Parrish, Jennifer L.

WARREN
$365,000, 26 Old West Brookfield Rd, 

New Man Ventures LLC, to For My 
Littles LLC.

$245,000, 9 Nelligan Ter, Rutter, 
Clifford M, to Piche, Crystal.

$140,000, 85 Chapel St, Plata O Plomo 
Inc, to Yacteen Brothers LLC.

$34,900, 250 Washington St, Long, 
Mark A, and Birch, Abigail H, to Sanon, 
Dominique.

$235,000, 76 Highland St, Francesketti, 
Sheila, and White, Rebecca A, to 
Holland Jr, Kevin.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$200,227, 23 Central St, Worthington, 

Derek P, and Lakeview Loan Svcg LLC, 
to Lakeview Loan Servicing.

$460,000, 254 Wickaboag Valley Rd, 
Maskell, Mary F, to Bellerive, Nicholas, 
and Bellerive, Amanda.

$260,000, 216 Long Hill Rd, Hopkins, 
Richard, to Paige, Robert, and Paige, 
Lori.

Local officials urge caution when taking to the ice
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$10.00 OFF with Coupon
on new purchase or repair. Cannot be used on prior 

purchases or with any other offer. Exp. 01/31/23

FREE head exam
Worn tip 

loses its grip

152 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385
cormierspencer.com | TUES, WED, FRI 10-5 • THURS 10-6 • SAT 10-3

Hurry in today for 
your FREE Cleaning 

& Inspection! 
before your  

diamond is gone.

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

Most

RepaiRs Done 
on pReMises

Bent prong won’t 
hold for long

~We do custom designs!~

WE’VE 
MOVED

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Tuesday price 01/09/23 was $4.18 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 01/31/23 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 01/31/23 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brookfield Locations ~

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

Community 
    Connection Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

WORCESTER —  Quinsigamond 
Community College has released its 
Fall 2022 Semester Dean and Merit 
Lists. A total of 482 students were 
named to the College’s Dean’s List and 
864 students were named to the Merit 
List.

QCC’s Dean’s List Fall 2022
Students who meet the criteria 

below and have earned 12 or more 
credits in a given semester are named 
to the Dean’s List:  

All grades must be “C” or higher. 
(No grades of “I” or “X” are permitted). 

Semester Quality Point Average 
(QPA) must be 3.50 or higher, and 
cumulative QPA must be 2.00 or high-
er. 

All courses must be college level
Auburn: Logan Alexander, Kiara 

Diaz, Tiana Germain, Daquan 
Gooch, Emelis Henriquez, Andy 
Ho, Muhammad Ibrahim, Meghan 
Johnson, Priscilla Kot, Irene LeBlanc, 
Jacqueline Leavey, Emma Martin, 
Emily Mills, Tien Luc Nguyen, David 
Zona

Blackstone: Reno Caretta, Katelyn 
Hanson, Erin McDonald, Jacob Ridlon

Brimfield: Haileigh Chase
Brookfield: Jared Maldonado, 

Emily Pope, Tay-Lynne Pope, Vanessa 
VanGerven

Charlton: Hayden Davis, Emanuel 
Desouza, Natasha Emco-Rollins, 
Jordan Goulas, Jacob Heywood, Kayla 
Hinkley, Haley LaFortune, Jessica 
Lapierre, Amanda McDermott, Chase 
McKenney, Connor Novack, Jordyn 
Poirier, John Price, Amanda Sampson, 
Hannah Sharma, Dylan Smaltz, 
Demerice Wolfenden

Dudley: Anthony Awad, Mia 
Bohanan, Mina Boktor, Thalia 
Hernandez, Grace Jocson, Nicole Karp, 
Emily Kolodziejczak, Christopher 
Lincoln, Julie Milner

East Brookfield: Grace Haight, 
Byron Tippins

East Douglas: Rebecca Barr, 
Brennan Jones, Hannah Rosenkrantz, 
Peyton Simoneau, Ethan Soyinthisane

Fiskdale: Lauren Augustine, Carina 
Holt

Grafton: Andrea Carenzo, Evan 
Ducharme, Amber Dumas, Brinna 
Smith

Holland: Azure Butler, Monica 
Confer

Leicester: Jon Auger, Aimee 
Brigham, Camden Crocker, Nikolas 
Dagostino, Jason Edson, Cole Keeton, 
Cassidy Saksa

Milford: Bianca Sayuri De Oliveira, 
Luca Masso, Angelo Romero

Millbury: Zachary Belanger, Emily 
Briddon, Brandon Charbonneau, Amy 
Lukowski, Aran Paquin, Julia Silva 
Santiago, Nicholas Terp, Stephanie 
Xiao

North Brookfield: Deborah Hill
North Grafton: Nicholas Calo, Holly 

Martin

North Oxford: Gracyn Mauch
Northbridge: Vivian Adams, Bronte 

Chosta, Nicholas Cleary, Lauren 
Rogozenski

Oxford: Susan Cicerchia, Alexander 
Duval, Ariana Gelardi, Jennifer Gum, 
Allison Hamel, Ashley Hamel, William 
Harvey, Amanda Listewnik, Ellie 
Makowiecki, Wilson Oteng, Jared 
Torosian, Julie Viola

South Grafton: Nicholas Fobert, 
Thomas Fobert

Southbridge: Kendall Barton, Alec 
Belle, Evan Duffey, Ashley Gerstel, 
Margaret Githui, Anthony Lang, 
Hilary Lapan, Jacob McDonald, 
Logan Mombourquette, Ogochukwu 
Nwasolu, Caleb Powell, Eve Robida, 
Alexander Rousseau

Spencer: Matthew Heffernan, 
Lourdes Morales, Kyle Paquette, 
Nathaniel Rybicki, Kyle Sadusky, 
Sarah Simpson, Yujia Wei

Sturbridge: Brian Gagnon, Ryan 
Manners, Erica Mathis

Sutton: Sarah Beachman, Amanda 
Berube, Katherine Fields, Disha 
Khanna, Taylor Marsh, Kailey O’Neil, 
Julia Sawicki

Uxbridge: Hailey Bergman, Antonio 
Demalia, Abigail Hanscom, Jeremy 
Lutton, Nicholas Maracle, Justin 
Meola, Abigail Vanderbrug

Webster: Adrienne Chomes, Natalie 
Duszlak, Sean Flynn, Camden Heenan, 
Hlaing Htoo, Caitlin Kotarba, Chime 
Lama, Karma Lama, Tenzin Lama, 
Samantha Nelligan, Kasey Pechie, 
Elena Ralph, Beatriz Roman

West Upton: Aidan McCrea
Whitinsville: Nicholas DePasquale, 

Peter Greenan, Tracy Lewis, Matthew 
Wildman

QCC’s Merit List Fall 2022
Students who meet the criteria 

below and have earned six or more 
credits in a given semester, but fewer 
than 12 credits, are named to the Merit 
List:  

All grades must be “C” or higher. 
(No grades of “I” or “X” are permitted). 

Semester Quality Point Average 
(QPA) must be 3.50 or higher, and 
cumulative QPA must be 2.00 or high-
er. 

All courses must be college level
Auburn: Zahraa Alshammari, 

Hanayah Barjolo, Adriana Bennett, 
Diana Bies, Hannah Chapdelaine, 
Madison Cove, Dylan Culani, Lyndsey 
Delorto, Kelly Do, Ryan Flattery, 
Dawson Gemme, Mark John, Leesa 
Kamaru, Laura Keister, Nicole 
Mikolajczyk, Donald Moylan, Chanel 
Napoli, Ifeanyi Nwachukwu, Matti 
Phaneuf, Emelyn Rivera, Kenya 
Rodriguez, Sara Rufli, Xabriana 
Santiago, Cameron Szalay

Blackstone: Jordan Geoffroy
Brimfield: Lyndsey Gamache, 

Lillian Morrell
Brookfield: Kerry Gromosky, 

Lorianne Palmer, Tye Zola
Charlton: Elizabeth Belanger, 

Caitlyn Bussiere, Christopher Chute, 
Molly Cloutier, Sidney Corbin, Johnson 
Ebe, Loriauna Graika, Abigail Joesten, 
Karina Lareau, Florence Lundi, 
Sophia Lynch, Heather McManus, 
Baker Meece, Nicole Mulvey, Lauren 
Polack, Jennifer Stearns, Ashley 
Steelman, Rebecka-Dawn Walley

Dudley: Aria Butler, Ashley Carrion, 
Jessica Clark, Xavier Collazo, Nayalis 
Gonzalez, Daniel Kelley, Laurelyn 
Mayen, Christina Richert, Kalli Rojas, 
Clarice Smith, Ann Marie Taylor, 
Nicholas Whitley, Gabriel daSilva

East Brookfield: Haley Arguin, 
Samantha Holmes, Hilda Maldonado, 
Matthew Porra

East Douglas: Courtney Barch, 
Jessica Bates, Abigail Bonneau, Britni 
Conner, Hunter Dunn, Anahlise Fano, 
Trevor Jolin, Mark Pepin, Michael 
Purvis, Ashley Schofield

Fiskdale: Brianna Brothers, 
Madison Ricci, Tristan Shaw, Anna 
Simons

Grafton: Jeremy Barrett, Haley 
Becotte, Christopher Pinnock, 
Elisabeth Spencer, Tracy Torteson, 
Aiden Walker, Audrey Ziegler

Groton: Rose Fuege
Holland: Justine Block, Beau 

Boudreau, Timothy Hagen, April 
Swanson

Leicester: Nicholas Bouchard, 
Ryan Butler, Vasthy Diaz, Amanda 
Frascolla, Lilly Kinney, Malarie 
Zawalich

Milford: Mildred Castanos, Danielle 
Cerqueira, Annabelle Delgado, Kyle 
Perry, Amanda Silva

Millbury: Casey Ampagoomian, 
Terrence Benton, Sandra Bravo, Jacob 
Brodeur, Britney Brown, Christian 
Donaldson, Ivie Lapointe, Madison 
LeClaire, Grace Malone, Melissa 
McMillen, Rachael Mercurio, Lucas 
Ogasahara, Michael Quitadamo, 
Jennifer Renaud

Millville: Danielle Zaloudek
North Brookfield: Kristina 

Blankenship, Liam Carlson, Jessica 
Chartier, Kyla Marcustre

North Grafton: Sarah Bianco, 
Franklin Burkey, Katelyn Cathey-
Johnson, Anessa Garajau, Nathan 
Jewers, Amanda Johnson, Jermel 
Lyons, Alexandria Mak, Sean 
Manning, Rabia Mateen, Michelle 
Nicolas, Madison Slaney, Gina Sudol, 
Matthew Wlazlo

North Oxford: Nicole Dayutis, 
Shannen Hennessy, Julianna Marcoux

Northbridge: Jacqulyn Barber, 
Krystal Bonafilia, Sarah Bowen-
Catlin, Randall Cranshaw, Sidney 
Johnson, Nour El Imane Maltoufi, 
Lana Panzanella, Jessica Perkins, 

Vicki Schneider, Octavia Zahoruiko
Oxford: Madison Ayotte, Samantha 

Balko, Samantha Burdett, Nina 
Cardoni, Tommy Estevez, Kimberly 
Lindsey, Daniel Silver

South Grafton: Anthony Fisher, 
Amanda Palmieri, Nicole Parella, 
Agatha Penesis, Francis Rosales 
Serrano

Southbridge: Dominick Algieri, 
Angelica Ayala, Kristina Bachand, 
Latisha Blyther, Zachary Campbell, 
Kasey Chickering, Norma Cignarella, 
Isabel Colon, Sol Cruz, Alyssa Davis, 
Calissa Ferschke, Sara Gerena, 
Meryssa Gonzalez, Shirley Gonzalez, 
Maria Hernandez-Santos, Janet 
Hibbard, Denise Inthirathvongsy, 
Emily Maldonado, Ryan McCarthy, 
Kyle Morrill, Vanes Mougang Noupa 
Epse K, Miranda Orgel, Jose Quinones, 
Tanisha Rivera, Austin Skarnes, 
Abigail St. Laurent, Venus Streeter, 
Yesenia Suero, Marissa Toto

Spencer: Courtney Angell, Damian 
Bernier, Caitlyn Berthiaume, 
Melissa Consiglio, Andrew De Klerk, 
Sarah Decker, Ashton Evans, Mery 
Kaczmarski, Mary Kagotho-Saydee, 
Eric Lammi, Kayla McQueston, 
Stefanie Natale, Douglas Roque, Sarah 
Sefa-Boateng, Christine Shute, Nikki 
Stanley, Melissa Trottier

Sturbridge: Jamie Bishop, Heather 
Hughes, Jeannette Ortiz De Ramos, 
Marcus Przybycien, Josephine Tokaya

Sutton: Aliyssa Courville, Renee 
Patient, Nathan Posterro, Bradley 
Prouty

Uxbridge: Christian Core, Angela 
Dupuis, Jacob Morganelli, Brittany 
Sharr, Katie Vautrain

Wales: Alexis Coville
Webster: Samir Azzaoui, Victoria 

Binney, Skye Blackmore, Abena 
Bonsu, Timothy Dziedzic, Venusie 
Gonzalez, Kerri Heenan, Nichole 
Lambert, Kayla Melvin, Clayton 
O’Connor, Portia Oppong, Lukasz 
Perzan, Nathan Phelps, Maria Ramon, 
Bianca Ramos, Mariah Rivera, Reyes 
Rodriguez, Katarzyna Romanek, 
Victor Rosario, Jinson Salazar, Janice 
Serrano, Justin Smith, Peter Tadros, 
Jennifer Tarabay, Samantha Tinsley, 
Kyle VanCott, Apryl Vancellette, 
Maria Verdejo, Tyler Verrier, Kiarilys 
Villa, Panagiotis Vlahos

West Brookfield: Patricia Antalek-
Schrag, Timothy Poisant

West Upton: Timothy Fobes, Kendal 
Rodriguez

Whitinsville: Jessica Caggiula, 
Melissa Sue Chenevert, Dana Clasby, 
Deanna Decoteau, Randy Diaz, 
Jason Doyle, Emily LaFleur, Nikolas 
McLean, Jordan Miller

QCC Announces fall semester Dean and Merit Lists

Naomi Myers named to President’s List at 
Bob Jones University

GREENVILLE, S.C. — Naomi Myers, a Junior Nursing major from East 
Brookfield, was among approximately 720 Bob Jones University students named 
to the Fall 2022 President’s List.

The President’s List recognizes students who earn a 3.75 or higher grade point 
average for the semester.

Located in Greenville, South Carolina,  Bob Jones University  provides an 
outstanding regionally accredited Christian liberal arts education purposely 
designed to inspire a lifelong pursuit of learning, loving and leading.

BJU offers more than 100 undergraduate and graduate programs in religion, 
education, fine arts and communication, arts and science, health professions, and 
business.

BJU has more than 3,000 students from nearly every state and more than 40 
countries. We are committed to the truth of Scripture and to pursuing excellence 
in all we do.

Fall 2022 Dean’s List announced at Stonehill College
EASTON — Stonehill College is proud to recognize the students named to the 

Dean’s List this semester. To qualify for this honor, students must have a semes-
ter grade point average of 3.50 or better and must have successfully completed all 
courses for which they were registered.

Katheryn Stapel of Leicester 
Isabella Ortiz of Leicester 
Shelby Wessell of Rochdale 
About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a Catholic institution of higher learning, was founded by the 

Congregation of Holy Cross in 1948. Located on the beautiful 384-acre campus and 
former estate of Frederick Lothrop Ames in North Easton, Massachusetts, it is a 
community of scholarship and faith, anchored by a belief in the inherent dignity 
of each person.

Through more than 100 academic programs in the liberal arts, sciences, business 
and pre-professional field, Stonehill College provides an education of the highest 
caliber that fosters critical thinking, free inquiry and the interchange of ideas for 
over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates the whole person so that each Stonehill graduate 
thinks, acts and leads with courage toward the creation of a more just and com-
passionate world.
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Quality Building Since 1985
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© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
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Remodeling Expert
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This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto
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in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325
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No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
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Since 1969

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
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Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors
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Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
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 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com
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Remodelling
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Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
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MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781
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RR

REMODELING

RogeRs 
Remodelling

Custom  
Basements
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Tile Floors

Roofs 
 Decks

Painting

Fully Insured
All Calls Returned

508-612-7768

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 30 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings,  
bathrooms,  
remodels,  
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality  
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

FIREWOOD

Firewood
Cut, Split, 

& Delivered
$325/cord 

508-987-1373

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Leicester Knights of 
Columbus hosting 
comedy fundraiser

LEICESTER — The Leicester Knights of Columbus will host a stand-up comedy 
fundraiser Saturday, Jan. 14 at 7 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m., and raffles and a cash 
bar will be available.

This entertaining show will feature Adam Webster (featured on 101.1 FM The 
Pike), Dan Smith (USO tours, HBO and Comedy Central), and Kris Bert Leduc (fea-
tured with Comedy For Cash).

The KOC hall is located at 91 Mannvile St., Leicester. For tickets and informa-
tion, contact Donald at (508) 615-8434.

Leicester Woman’s Club 
meets Wednesday

LEICESTER — The Leicester Women’s Club will meet on Wednesday, Jan. 18, at 
Pine Ridge Country Club in Oxford at 11:30 a.m.  

The program will feature a guitarist. A buffet will be offered, and the cost of the 
meal is $18.  

If you are interested in attending the event, call Maureen at 508-864-6871. Please 
call and make your reservations by Friday, Jan. 13.  

For Advertising Information
Call 508-764-4325

email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
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VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Letters to the Editor
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www.StonebridgePress.com
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Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:

Some of you may remember a radio 
personality named Paul Harvey.   He 
was famous for reading a headline 
that gave you an impression, then 
offering the rest of the story, which 
often reversed an opinion the headline 
had given you. An example of this kind 
of story would be an ad campaign urg-
ing voters to repeal a gas tax law that 
increased without Congress being on 
record of voting for the increase. The 
rest of the story was that all revenue 
raised by this gas tax would only be 
used for the repair and maintenance 
of our bridges, and the tax would go 
up at the same rate as inflation. At the 
time of this referendum, this would 
have increased the per gallon tax a 
penny a gallon within three years.  
The repeal referendum succeeded, gas 
taxes would not automatically go up 
and those monies would now go into 
the general fund where there would be 
a record of how it was spent. and that 
is the rest of the story.

In watching Chuck Todd on “Meet 
the Press” Sunday, something was 
discussed that, upon reflection, I think 
I was already aware of, but the pro-
verbial light bulb went on, as they 
exposed so many interesting facts. 
Over 60 percent of we Boomers and 
older are online and use social media, 
the number is over 70 percent for 
our children and 80 percent for our 
grandchildren.   By social media, I 
include Facebook, Twitter, TikTok 
(wholly China owned), and a plethora 
of others, including interactive news 
sites.  One thing they all have in com-
mon is utilization of algorithms.       If 
you go online looking to buy a car, 
visit a restaurant or hire a contrac-
tor, those algorithms will provide you 
with more options than you may want.  
Not only will you receive this “help,” 
but you are likely to start hearing 
from vendors of these goods and ser-
vices, whether you wish to, or not.  
Whether on my computer or phone, I 
find myself blocking or dumping hun-
dreds of these each month.

While these are an inconvenience, 
we usually know why and how it hap-
pens.   That said, the experts revealed 
that the main reason our country is so 
divided these days, is that those same 
algorithms when applied to a “virgin” 
computer and user, who expresses an 
opinion or comment that can be con-
sidered to lean left or right, will in 
short order, expose you to the most 
radical end of your leaning inclina-
tion.

This is a reason why there are still 
people thinking the election was sto-
len, or who do not know that our bor-

ders can never be secured until actual 
root of the problems are addressed.  
Conversely, the far left no longer has 
any semblance of spending restraint.

Collectively, not hearing “the rest of 
the story” has created a confrontation-
al attitude and society.

My entertainment for the last two 
days was watching the newly elected 
Republican House majority, display 
that letting them be in charge of this 
vital component of our government, 
because we were not happy with what 
came before, reminds me of the old 
expression-”cheer up, things could get 
worse- so I cheered up and they did.” 
While my government experience has 
been limited to being an elected town 
meeting member, I am savvy enough 
to know what competence looks like. 
Whips either know the vote counts, or 
don’t call for one.

McCarthy has now failed to secure 
the Speakers gavel six times (Doing 
same thing but expecting different 
result).   Here are the numbers- there 
are 222 Republicans and 218 votes 
needed to become speakers.   So far, 
every vote has included at least 19 
votes for not-McCarthy. Included in 
those 20 are at least 8 who want a 
commitment to impeach Biden and 
investigate Hunter (Trumps revenge), 
and at least 8 who will not support 
McCarthy without a commitment to 
not do those stupid things.     If these 
remain true and non of the 212 Dems 
defect, we may break the former three-
month Speaker-less record.

If there is anything remotely resem-
bling something other than a clown 
show, the house controls spending and 
cannot do any until there is a speaker  
I also wonder when we start paying 
reps- after sworn in?     My town had 
a rob Peter to pay Paul rule.   Every 
spending bill had to specify funding 
source.   Because the concept that 
spending and paying seemed stupid, 
this worked perfectly.

With the succeeding generations of 
my family, all military, the rumblings 
about cuts to Ukraine funding, are not 
on my popularity list. 

With sons wh deployed to Korea 
and Iraq, and airborne grandson and 
an Air Force granddaughter facing 
China, we put boots on the ground as 
needed, but would choose not needed.  
Check your sources, make your own 
decisions, but make sure you know 
the rest of the story.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

The rest of the story

To the Editor:

Ezra Klein the writer, who I quot-
ed in a Dec. 23 letter, would con-
sider them  Congressional “bomb 
throwers.” John Boehner, a former 
Republican  Speaker of the House  
(2011-2015), would call them “legis-
lative terrorists.” This includes the 
more than more than 20   right wing 
members of the Republican Party who 
either voted against electing Kevin 
McCarthy Speaker of the House (like 
sexual predator Matt Gaetz) or those 
who did a deal with McCarthy (like 
total con man George Santos). These 
are persons who believe in nothing 

(including conservative values), have 
no loyalties and no purposes other 
than, perhaps, a desire to destroy .

To get the job, the cowardly, value-
less McCarthy gave away to the bomb 
throwers/legislative terrorists and 
others numerous powers and posi-
tions which will make our Speaker 
of the House position and America 
weaker and more vulnerable. 

In this context, The 23rd of December 
letter indicated two of Klein’s critical  
recommendations for  our govern-
ment’s normal and required operat-
ing practices.  The first involved  the 

timely approval  of our country’s 
annual budget. While late as usual,  
the budget, with bi-partisan support, 
was passed by Congress, by the then 
Democratic Speaker of the House.  

The letter also indicated Klein’s 
point that we need to “bomb proof” 
our countries’ annual setting of the 
debt ceiling. In other words, with 
the budget approved and now being 
spent we now need to pay for goods 
and services we have ordered and 
are using One could write about 
“balancing.” the budget later. 
However, soon the job of Congress 
and the Speaker will be approving 
the annual debt ceiling. Or if not 
becoming thought of as internation-
al deadbeats and losers to Xi Ping’s 
China. 

So, remember the debt ceiling!  

Kevin Kane
Spencer            

     

America’s horrible week of bomb 
throwers and legislative terrorists and  

the debt ceiling  

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

A day to 
honor 

equality
Public offices throughout the state 

will be closed in observance of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day.   King was the 
chief spokesperson for nonviolent 
activism in the Civil Rights Movement 
from 1954 until his assassination in 
1968.   The federal holiday falls around 
the birthday of King on Jan. 15.   
Republican President Ronald Reagan 
made the holidaCourtesy

Leicester school officials and students 
celebrate a donation made to the district 
by Auburn Elks Lodge 2118.

y official in 1983.   In 1986, the first 
observation of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day took place.   In the year 2000 
the holiday was observed by all 50 
states for the first time since 1986.  
Labor unions, in contract nego-
tiations, brought the idea of cel-
ebrating King via national holi-
day.   Republican Sen. Edward Brooke 
of Massachusetts and Democrat John 
Conyers of Michigan brought forth 
the legislation in 1979, where it was 
five votes shy of passing in the house.   
Those in opposition to the day cited 
that the cost of paying federal employ-
ees would be too expensive.   Others 
stated that honoring a private cit-
izen would go against tradition, in 
that King never held a public office.  
In 1980, Stevie Wonder released the sin-
gle “Happy Birthday” to shed light on the 
campaign.  The largest petition in favor 
of an issue in the history of the United 
States gathered six million signatures.   
Two Republican senators from North 
Carolina, Jesse Helms and John Porter, 
opposed the bill because of King’s 
opposition to the Vietnam War and 
also accused King of being a commu-
nist.  An FBI investigation dating back 
to 1963 turned up no evidence that King 
had been influenced by communists.   
The bill passed the House of 
Representatives 338-90.   Within the bill 
was language establishing the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Federal Holiday 
Commission.   King’s wife, Coretta 
Scott King, was made a lifelong mem-
ber of this commission by President 
George H.W. Bush in May of 1989. 
Martin Luther King Day is seen as 
a day to promote equal rights for all 
Americans.  While there are few tradi-
tions surrounding the holiday, many 
educators use the day to teach their 
students about the struggle against 
racial segregation and racism.  In New 
Hampshire and Arizona, the day is com-
bined with Civil Rights Day.  In Idaho, 
the day is referred to as Human Rights 
Day, and in Wyoming, Equality Day.   
King, who was born in 1929 was an 
American Baptist minister from Atlanta, 
Georgia.   In 1963 during the March on 
Washington, he delivered his famous 
“I have a Dream” speech.  In 1964, King 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 
his work in promoting nonviolent resis-
tance and for advocating for Civil Rights.    
King was assassinated at the age of 
39 in Memphis, Tenn. by James 
Earl Ray.   Ray, 41, was sentenced 
to 99 years in prison.   The assassin 
died in prison in 1998 from hepatitis.   
An excerpt from King’s famous speech: 
“So let freedom ring from the prodigious 
hilltops of New Hampshire; let freedom 
ring from the mighty mountains of New 
York; let freedom ring from the height-
ening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania; let 
freedom ring from the snow-capped 
Rockies of Colorado; let freedom ring 
from the curvaceous slopes of California. 
But not only that. Let freedom ring from 
Stone Mountain of Georgia; let free-
dom ring from Lookout Mountain of 
Tennessee; let freedom ring from every 
hill and mole hill of Mississippi. “From 
every mountainside, let freedom ring. 
“And when this happens, and when 
we allow freedom to ring, when we let 
it ring from every village and every 
hamlet, from every state and every 
city, we will be able to speed up that 
day when all of God’s children, black 
men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, 
Protestants and Catholics, will be able 
to join hands and sing in the words of 
the old Negro spiritual: ‘Free at last. 
Free at last. Thank God Almighty, we 
are free at last.’”

 

There aren’t many drawbacks to hav-
ing a high income — but being unable 
to invest in a Roth IRA might be one of 
them. Are there strategies that allow 
high-income earners to contribute to 
this valuable retirement account?

 
Before we delve into that question, 

let’s consider the rules. In 2023, you can 
contribute the full amount to a Roth 
IRA — $6,500, or $7,500 if you’re 50 or 
older — if your modified adjusted gross 
income is less than $138,000 (if you’re 
single) or $218,000 (if you’re married 
and filing jointly). If you earn more than 
these amounts, the amount you can 
contribute decreases until it’s phased 
out completely if your income exceeds 
$153,000 (single) or $228,000 (married, 
filing jointly).

 
A Roth IRA is attractive because 

its earnings and withdrawals are tax 
free, provided you’ve had the account 
at least five years and you don’t start 
taking money out until you’re 59 and 
a half. Furthermore, when you own a 
Roth IRA, you’re not required to take 
withdrawals from it when you turn 72, 
as you would with a traditional IRA, 
so you’ll have more flexibility in your 
retirement income planning and your 
money will have the chance to poten-
tially keep growing. But given your 
income, how can you contribute to a 
Roth?

 
You may want to consider what’s 

known as a “backdoor Roth” strategy. 
Essentially, this involves contributing 
money to a new traditional IRA, or 
taking money from an existing one, 
and then converting the funds to a Roth 
IRA. But while this backdoor strategy 
sounds simple, it involves some serious 
considerations.

 
Specifically, you need to evaluate how 

much of your traditional IRA is in pretax 
or after-tax dollars. When you contrib-
ute pretax dollars to a traditional IRA, 
your contributions lower your annu-
al taxable income. However, if your 
income is high enough to disqualify 
you from contributing directly to a Roth 
IRA, you may also earn too much to 
make deductible (pretax) contributions 
to a traditional IRA. Consequently, you 
might have contributed after-tax dollars 
to your traditional IRA, on top of the 
pretax ones you may have put in when 
your income was lower. (Earnings on 
after-tax contributions will be treated as 
pretax amounts.)

 
In any case, if you convert pretax 

assets from your traditional IRA to a 
Roth IRA, the amount converted will be 
fully taxable in the year of the conver-
sion. So, if you were to convert a large 
amount of these assets, you could face 
a hefty tax bill. And since you probably 
don’t want to take funds from the con-
verted IRA itself to pay for the taxes, 
you’d need another source of funding, 
possibly from your savings and other 
investments.

 
Ultimately, then, a backdoor Roth 

IRA strategy may make the most sense 
if you have few or no pretax assets in 
any traditional IRA, including a SEP-
IRA and a SIMPLE IRA. If you do have a 
sizable amount of pretax dollars in your 
IRA, and you’d still like to convert it to a 
Roth IRA, you could consider spreading 
the conversion over a period of years, 
potentially diluting your tax burden.

 
Consult with your tax advisor when 

considering a backdoor Roth strategy. 
But if it’s appropriate for your situa-
tion, it could play a role in your finan-
cial strategy, so give it some thought.

 
 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

Open the 
(back) door 
to a Roth 

IRA

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus
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Welcoming New Clients
Our focus is on Divorce, Custody, Child  

Support, and Modifications of prior orders.

Call today for an appointment
Consultations available via Zoom or in-person.

508-885-4405 | Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com
188 Main Street, Suite One | Spencer, MA 01562
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508-764-4325

It seems as though win-
ter has taken a break, 
which is OK with me. 
Unfortunately,  ice fish-
ing will suffer with no 
ice to fish on, but locals 
like Matt Fontaine have 
taken matters into their 
own hands and broke out 
their  open water fishing 
gear and traveled to the 
cape ponds to  do  a  little 
shore fishing. Gearing 
up with his  waders and 
spinning rod, he set out 
to fish Peter’s pond and 
managed to catch a few 
impressive rainbow trout 
on fishing  lures.  He 
was not alone at the lake, 
with other anglers also 
fishing from the shore-
line.  He also noticed a 
few boats trolling not far 
from shore. Matt is also a 
great cook when it comes 
to making  his famous 
fish chowder. 

Matt makes a great fish 
chowder using  tautog 
to enhance the taste of 
the chowder. He brought 
some of his homemade 
chowder to me this past 
weekend, and it was gone 
by the same evening. My 
dad always made a great 
fish chowder from the 
fish we caught at the 
Meadow Pond in my 
younger years, and it was 
delicious.  It was quite 
a few years later  that 
I was eating at the for-

mer Klondike restau-
rant and found fish chow-
der on the menu. It was 
great!  Why don’t  more 
restaurants  make good 
fish chowder? 

Another local angler 
decided to take a trip 
to his camp in Maine 
last weekend, and also 
found very little ice 
to fish on, and did not 
take any chances of fall-
ing through the thin 
ice to catch a few fish. 
For  anglers  that  want 
to catch a few trout, a 
quick  trip to the Cape, 
and fishing from shore at 
one of this writer’s favor-
ite spots (Hamblin Pond), 
you are sure to catch a 
few nice fish if there is 
not a thin layer of ice on 
it!

Early signs of spring 
are all around us, not-
ing the recent roadkill of 
a skunk in the road in the 
Uxbridge area last week. 
Pussy willows are also 
budding and should be 
out early if this weather 

continues.  The some-
what  early spring is 
also easy on wildlife and 
should keep  them well 
fed through the remain-
ing eight weeks of win-
ter.  With the absence 
of acorns this year most 
deer are dependent on 
the grass to feed on. One 
local hunter  harvested 

a deer in Douglas during 
the primitive  arms sea-
son, and when he field 
dressed the animal  he 
was surprised to find 
the stomach loaded with 
acorns. A few areas did 
have an acorn crop this 
year but not many.

Are you feeding your 
dog a proper diet that 
will keep him or her 
healthy for many years? 
One veterinarian  has 
found that most dogs are 
eating unhealthy food, 
and that is the reason 
that  many dogs are not 
receiving a good diet 
and getting  sick.  Most 
dog  owners are feeding 
their  dogs dry dog food 
that  has  had most of the 
nutrients  cooked out 
of it, and then they add 
unhealthy  ingredients 
to  bond the  dog food, 
which allows the dog food 
to have  a shelf life of up 
to three years. These dog 
foods are causing dogs to 
have numerous cancers, 
and a short life.  The vet 

suggests that if you want 
your dog to have a happy 
healthy  life, you need to 
prepare your  own dog’s 
food by cooking the prop-
er ingredients to feed your 
pet. It is a lot more costly 
and time consuming, but 
it is worth  it in  the long 
run, and you will have a 
happier healthier dog for 
many more years. Paying 
big vet bills can be drasti-
cally  lowered. There are 

many books out there 
with  good recipes  for 
your  dog. Take the time 
to read one of them!

This past weekend,  an 
immature bald eagle was 
spotted at the Uxbridge 
Rod & Gun Club, 
perched high in an old 
dead tree,  and was later 
spotted flying around 
the club a short time 
later.  It sure is nice to 
see this great bird of prey 

again.  Numerous other 
birds have returned, 
after the use of DDT was 
stopped.  Will we ever 
learn? 

Take a Kid Fishing 
& Keep Them Rods 
Bending!  

Struggling to keep your 
New Year resolutions?  
You’re not alone. Studies 
show less than half of 
those who made annual 
vows, will remain true 
to them come March. 
With this dim data in 
mind, this week’s column 
will offer a roundup of 
tried and true tips (some 
previously published 
here)   to up the odds of 
making your New Year’s 
resolution stick.  

And if these tips don’t 
do the trick, don’t throw 
in the towel yet.  Research 
shows only 40 percent of 
habits are broken on the 
first try.  Besides, there’s 
always next year!

**
S u c c e s s 

Strategy:  You’ve likely 
heard it before, and this 
column has repeated it, 
but here is some advice 
to successfully “break 
a bad habit”:     Experts 
agree that it takes a 
minimum of 21 days to 
change a behavior, so the 
first thing to do is count 
ahead 21 days and mark 
the day you’ll be offi-
cially “home free” from 
your habit on a calendar.  
How to get through the 
21 days? First write down 
your goal and list the pos-
itive reasons you want to 
change your habit. These 
exercises will help build 
commitment. Next share 
your goals with your fam-
ily and friends. Making 
a commitment public 
leaves little room to back 
out, plus you’ll benefit 
from a support system. 
Each day review your list 
of reasons for quitting or 

changing. You might also 
want to repeat an affir-
mation or inspirational 
quote to solidify your 
vow.   It often helps to 
enlist the help of others to 
get through a tough spell. 
Join a support group to 
talk out temptations, or 
seek out a chat group 
online.    Reward yourself 
verbally, each hour if 
necessary, working up to 
a great treat at the end of 
a successful week. 

And remember if you 
fall off the wagon, jump 
back on immediately 
before you fall completely 
back into your old habit.  
As noted above, research 
reveals only 40 percent of 
habits are broken on the 
first try.  Besides, there’s 
always next year!

**
Here are strategies to 

stay on track and keep 
common vows:

Curb Cravings: Losing 
weight is a top contender 
in an annual list of reso-
lutions.   If cravings are 
your dieting downfall, try 
these tips before you fall 
off the weight watching 
wagon:  

Craving chocolate? 
Eat a banana. Believe it 
or not, a fresh banana 
has been known to halt 
a chocolate craving.   If 

you seem to be constant-
ly craving chocolate, 
consider adding a mag-
nesium supplement to 
your diet. Some choco-
late cravings are a sign 
you’re deficient in this 
mineral, which is found 
in chocolate. 

**
If you crave fatty foods, 

your body may be low 
in essential fatty acids. 
Reach for some fish or 
take a flaxseed oil supple-
ment to calm cravings.

* * 
Is your sweet tooth out of 
control? Protein, fat and 
fiber in a balanced diet 
keep sugar levels more 
even and can keep sweet 
cravings at bay.  

**
And remember, before 

you give in to a food crav-
ing, drink some water or 
a low calorie beverage 
instead. Studies show 
many food cravings are 
really thirst in disguise. 
**

Cut the Credit:  If finan-
cial freedom is on your 
wish list, cutting credit 
card debt is a good place 
to start. Here are some 
facts that just might 
make you realize how 
drastic that plastic really 
is to busting your budget:

Fast food eateries take 
credit cards, but the 
convenience just might 
supersize your monthly 
credit card bill.   Studies 
show people using credit 
cards in fast food restau-
rants spend up to 50 per-
cent more than when 
they pay cash!

* * 
And while low credit 

card rates may lure you 
in - beware!  A single late 
payment or over the limit 
charge can bring you 
back up to double digits. 

**
Are you ready for this 

credit card shocker?   A 
typical credit card pur-
chase ends up costing 112 
percent more than if cash 
were used. 

**
From Fat to Fit: Adding 

or increasing exercise is 
a top vow this year.  Most 
of us know the physical 
benefits of exercising, but 
if you still need to be sold 
on the idea, here are a 
couple of more reasons to 
stick to a fitness plan: 

Want a good motive 
to suffer through sit 
ups? It is estimated that 
strengthening the abdom-
inals can prevent 75% of 
lower back problems.  

**
Need an excuse to stall 

your daily walk until 
after supper?   Here it is: 
When you walk within 
thirty minutes after eat-
ing you can increase the 
amount of calories you 
burn by as much as thirty 
per cent! 

* * 
Walking is also a natu-
ral mood booster.   And 
non-aerobic exercise, 
like weight lifting, can 
improve sleep and appe-
tite, reduce irritability 
and anger and produce 
feelings of mastery and 
accomplishment!  

**
Want to improve 

your odds of sticking to 
a fitness plan?   Studies 
show people who exer-

cise in the morning 
are more apt to stay on 
the program long term. 
**

Famous Quotes
Read on for a dose of 

inspiration from success-
ful people:

“If you set your goals 
ridiculously high and 
it’s a failure, you will 
fail above everyone 
else’s success.”-   James 
Cameron

“All our dreams can 
come true if we have the 
courage to pursue them.” 
- Walt Disney

Being realistic is the 
most commonly trav-
eled road to mediocrity.” 
– Will Smith

 
“The only place where 

success comes before 
work is in the dictio-
nary.” - Vidal Sassoon

“Motivation is what 
gets you started. Habit is 
what keeps you going.” - 
Jim Ryun

“You may have to fight 
a battle more than once 
to win it.” - Margaret 
Thatcher

“Develop success from 
failures. Discouragement 
and failure are two of the 
surest stepping stones to 
success.” - Dale Carnegie

A lot of people give up 
just before they’re about 
to make it. You know you 
never know when that 
next obstacle is going to 
be the last one.” – Chuck 
Norris

“The difference 
between a successful 
person and others is not 
a lack of strength, not a 
lack of knowledge, but 
rather a lack of will.” - 

Vince Lombardi
“The successful war-

rior is the average man, 
with laser-like focus.” - 
Bruce Lee

**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renown restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful 
hint or handy tip that has 
worked for you?   Do you 
have a question regard-
ing household or garden 
matters?    If so, why not 
share them with read-
ers of Stonebridge Press 
newspapers?    Send ques-
tions and/or hints to: 
Take the Hint!, C/o the 
Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors

Ice fishermen take matters into their own hands

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Matt Fontaine with a couple of tautog he used to make a great 
fish chowder!

Tips to Keep Your New Year Resolutions – Part II

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

LAMB CHOPS
Fri 1/13 & Sat. 1/14 (after 5pm) 

The function room is now open! 

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

JANUARY SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Chicken Parm or
Chicken Cutlet Sub
Sm. 8” $4.99 
Lg. 12” $5.99

Hamburg Pizza
Sm. $5.99  
Lg. $8.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $3.99!

Make it Buffalo, 
BBQ, or Sweet & 

Sour $1 more

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

 
  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

Now hiring  
Cook 

 Please inquire in 
the bar to apply. 

Trivia is Back Sat. Nights at 7pm! 

THE BAR IS OPEN!  
 7 Days at Noon
Join us for a cold drink  

and some delicious fried food 

on Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday Nights 5-9pm

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
 Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
 Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
 Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
 Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Fri: Fish and Chips

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $17.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

PRIME RIB EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
from 5pm-8pm

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 02/28/23

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Come on in for a delicious meal! 
Don’t forget… TAKEOUT is available!

FIREPLACE FEASTS  
Delicious early American Fare,  

Now through April, details  
and reserve on our website.

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345 
January Hours: Friday & Saturday 4-8 and Sunday 12-5 

Valentines 
Day is 

approaching, 
make 
your 

reservations 
now!

SPENCER/ORLEANS: Francine C. 
(Sylvestri) Tribuzio, 76, of Orleans and 
formerly of Spencer, died Tuesday, Dec. 
27th at Royal Cotuit Nursing Home in 
Mashpee.

She was the wife of Anthony J. 
Tribuzio who died in 1997. She leaves 
her brother; Amo “Nick” Sylvestri, Jr. 
and his longtime partner Ann Lanoue 
of Spencer, many cousins and 2 nieces, 
Stacey Sylvestri of Bangor, PA and 
Nicole Austin of NJ.

She was born in Southbridge, the 

daughter of Amo Sylvestri, Sr. and 
Obella (Tetreault) Sylvestri.

At the family’s request private funer-
al services and burial in Mary, Queen 
of the Rosary Cemetery, Spencer will 
be in the Spring.

The J.HENRI MORIN & SON 
FUNERAL HOME, 23 Maple Terr., 
Spencer is assisting the family with 
arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may 
be made to a charity of choice.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Francine C. (Sylvestri) Tribuzio, 76

West Brookfield 
- Sylvia M.(Allen) 
Petrin, 86, passed 
away peacefully, on 
January 5, 2023, at The 
Overlook in Charlton. 
Sylvia is survived by 
her loving children; 
Cheryl Shoum and 
her husband Joseph 

of Ware, Janine Goudreau and her hus-
band Darryl of East Brookfield, Joseph 
Petrin and his wife Terri of Cicero, 
NY, Jackie Befford and her husband 
Michael of East Brookfield, and Jamie 
Petrin and her husband Kelly Cannon 
of Franklin.

She also leaves her grandchildren; 
Jason Toppin and Delia, Joshua Toppin 
and Kylie Baldwin, Mikayla Befford 
and Tyler Swalec, Abby Befford and 
Leo Germiniani, Joe Petrin Jr., Jonny 
Petrin, Julia (Coco) Petrin, Riley 
Cannon and Jessi Cannon; great-grand-
child; Jade Toppin.

Also survived by her brother, Arthur 
Allen, and her sisters; Carol Dulak, 

Barbara Niemiec, and Dorothy Cebula. 
Sylvia is predeceased by her siblings, 
James Allen, Charles Allen, Catherine 
Knight, June Beausoleil, Marjorie 
Allen and her parents; Arthur and 
Ruby Allen.

Sylvia was the wife of the late Leo 
LaParle, who died in 1962 , and Joseph 
C. N. Petrin, who died in 2019.

Sylvia worked many years as a school 
bus driver in West Brookfield. She also 
worked as a clerk for Bettey Gordeson 
Studio of Dance before working at ITAC 
Industries and a local braided rug com-
pany. She enjoyed family vacations in 
York, Maine, and spending time with 
her children and grandchildren.

Calling hours will be held Friday, 
January 13th in Varnum Funeral 
Home, Inc., 43 East Main St., in West 
Brookfield, from 2pm-4pm.  In lieu of 
flowers, please consider donating in her 
memory to Alzheimer’s Association, 
225 N. Michigan Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago, 
IL, 60601, online at alz.org

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com  

Sylvia M. Petrin, 86

SPENCER- Joseph 
“Al” Bouley, Jr., 93, of 
Spencer, died Sunday, 
Jan. 1st at St. Vincent 
Hospital, Worcester 
after a brief illness.

He leaves his wife 
of 71 years, Margaret 
A. “Peggy” (Proctor) 
Bouley, his son; 

Steven C. Bouley and his wife Barbara 
of Mill Spring, NC, his daughter; 
Jennifer A. Bouley and her husband 
Richard of No.Brookfield, a sister; Jane 
M. Giard of Leicester, his son in law; 
Richard Sanborn of Spencer, 3 grand-
children; Karen, Emily and Elizabeth, 5 
great grandchildren; Noah, Benjamin, 
Shea, Koraline and Grace,several niec-
es and nephews. He is predeceased by 
his daughters; Pamela Sanborn and 
Katherine Bouley, infant grandson; 
Steven Bouley, brother; Charles L. 
Bouley and sister; Anita Ducasse.  

He was a design engineer for the for-
mer Warren Pumps in Warren for 39 
years, retiring in 1996.

Al was born in Spencer, the son of 
Joseph A. and Georgianna (Barber) 
Bouley, Sr., graduated from David 
Prouty High School and Worcester 
Vocational High School and later 
served his country with the US Air 
Force during the Korean War, where 

he was a trumpet 
player in the 542nd. 
Air Force Band. He 
also was a trumpet 
player in several 
area bands over the 
years. He was a mem-
ber of Mary, Queen 
of the Rosary Parish, 
the Gaudette-Kirk 
American Legion Post 138, and a 46 
year board member of the Spencer-E.
Brookfield Little League. The board 
named the Club House in his name for 
his longtime service and commitment 
to the Little League. He was an avid 
gardener.

His funeral was held on Saturday, 
Jan. 7th. from the J.HENRI MORIN 
& SON FUNERAL HOME, 23 Maple 
Terr., Spencer with a Funeral Mass 
at 11 am. in Our Lady of the Rosary 
Church, 7 Church St., Spencer. Burial 
with Military Honors followed in 
Mary, Queen of the Rosary Cemetery, 
Spencer. Calling hours were Friday, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. in the funeral home. 
In lieu of flowers, contributions may 
be made to either Why Me & Sherry’s 
House, 1152 Pleasant St., Worcester, 
MA 01602 or Spencer-E.Brookfield 
Little League, P.O. Box 101, Spencer, 
MA 01562.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Joseph “Al” Bouley, Jr., 93
OBITUARIES

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 
to obits@stonebridgepress.news

Happy New Year! Let’s start 2023 by 
catching up on some big auction news 
that closed out 2022.

An 1898 Smith and Wesson Revolver 
that belonged to Teddy Roosevelt made 
headlines recently. Roosevelt obtained 
the gun in 1898 when he was a lieu-
tenant colonel training with the 1st 
United States Volunteer Cavalry, also 
known as the Rough Riders. The Rough 
Riders were the only unit to see com-
bat during the Spanish American War. 
While Roosevelt received the Smith and 
Wesson pistol, he preferred a differ-
ent weapon during the war. The Robb 
Report writes that “Roosevelt famous-

ly used a Colt double-action revolver 
salvaged from the wreckage of the USS 
Maine, the US Navy ship that sank in 
Havana Harbor in February 1898.” He 
kept the Smith and Wesson pistol as a 
“nightstand pistol.” It sold for $910,625 
in December, nearly matching the $1 
million a Star Wars prop pistol that 
was used by Harrison Ford’s Hans Solo 
character fetched at an August auction.

Trains Magazine reports that one 
of the spikes from Promontory Point, 
Utah will soon be hitting the auction 
block. Promontory Point is where the 
Central Pacific and Union Pacific rail-
roads met in 1869. The transcontinental 
railroad united the country by rail. 
You might remember from history 
class reading about the golden spike 
being driven when the railroads met. 
The golden spike now resides in the 
Stanford University Art Museum. Train 
Magazine reports that there were three 
additional spikes used at the ceremony. 
There were two silver spikes and one 
with “a gold head, a silver shaft, and 
an iron spike at the base.” That mixed 

metal spike (also known as the 
Arizona spike) is the one that’s 
heading to auction. The spike 
is engraved “Ribbed with iron, 
clad in silver, and crowned 
with gold Arizona presents her 
offering to the enterprise that 
has banded a continent, dictat-
ed a pathway to commerce.” 
The spike is expected to sell for 
between $300,000 and $500,000.

Steve Wozniak’s toolbox will 
be auctioned online at the end 
of this month, according to 
Benzinga.com. Wozniak was 
one of the founders who formed 
Apple in 1976. The toolbox is 
said to be from pre-1978, during 
Apple’s formative years. An 
Apple Facilities Engineer found the 
toolbox with Steve Wozniak written 
on it on a Dymo label. The Facilities 
Engineer had asked Wozniak for it sev-
eral years ago and Wozniak told him 
he could have it. The toolbox bidding 
starts at $10,000 with an estimate of 
$20,000 to $30,000. 

And there’s another big 
piece of Apple history that will 
also be sold soon: Apple’s first 
trade sign that was used by 
Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak 
when the company was still a 
startup. The nearly nine-foot 
long opaque sign features a 
multi-colored apple and has 
a starting bid of $50,000, with 
an auction estimate of $100,000 
and $200,000. With all these 
Apple items going to auction, 
I might just hang onto my old 
iPhone for a while.

We’re offering a Colt revolv-
er, along with over 500 addi-
tional items in our next online 
auction which starts this week 

and ends on Jan. 31. Please visit our 
Web site, https://centralmassauctions.
com, for links to upcoming events.

Please contact us at www.centralmas-
sauctions.com (508-612-6111) info@cen-
tralmassauctions.com for antiques and 
collectibles auction services.

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

Auction news for the New Year
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HOUSE CLEANING

We are a proud cleaning company with over 7 years 
of experience. We are licensed, insured and bonded 

and offer 100% satisfaction guaranteed
Our Services

Deep Cleaning • Standard Cleaning
Move in / Move out

Post Construction • Recurring Cleaning

508.981.5047
alliedprofessionalcleaningservices.com
alliedprofessionalcleaning2@gmail.com

20% Off 1st Service

Allied Professional 
Cleaning Services LLC

Professional, Reliable, Affordable

HANDYMAN

508-686-0336
Email: whatdayaneed@gmail.com

Jay Martinelli
MA HIC Reg #200253

Fully Insured
Dec thru Mar 

concentrating on inside work
•  Install Subfloors, Ceramic Tile,  
 Luxury Vinyl Glue Down,  
 Floating Floors
•  Hang Pictures and Curtain Rods
•  Rot Repair, Exterior Trim,  
 and Decks
•  Assemble Prefabricated Furniture
•  Pressure Wash
•  Yard Work, Spread Mulch,  
 and Stone 
•  And much more!  
 Just tell me What Da Ya Need.

•  Painting: Interior/Exterior
•  Refinish/Enhance Natural  
 Wood Trim
•  Wall Repair, Patch, and   
 Compound
•  Install Ceiling Fans, Light 
 Fixtures, Outlets, and  
 Receptacles
•  Install Knobs, Door Knobs,  
 and Dead Bolts
•  Refinish Furniture, Cabinets, 
  and Vanities

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
Sales & Service

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES

In Home 
Service Calls

Dave’s Appliance Inc.

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $300/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

DECEMBER SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

Oil Change
$24.95

Synthetic  
Oil Change
$64.99

$69.99

Alignment

$69.99

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Over 50 years in business
Roger Lusignan ~ Owner

508.867.6016 ~ 508.867.7885
West Main St., Route 9

E. Brookfield, MA 01515

Got Dents?
We’ll get your car  

looking like new again!
All collision repairs

LUSIGNAN’S 
Auto Body

NO JOB TOO BIG 

OR TOO SMALL

AUTO BODY

We Sell 

Used Cars 
Too!

Fight the post-holiday blues with a 
bit of indoor gardening.  Keeping your 
houseplants healthy and looking their 
best with a bit of grooming this winter 
is sure to lift your spirits.

  Clip off any dead leaves as they 
appear. Use a sharp snips or bypass 
pruner to make a clean cut that looks 
tidy and closes up quickly. An occasion-
al brown leaf is not usually a problem 
but if browning continues, it might be 
time to take action. Evaluate the grow-
ing conditions and make needed adjust-
ments. 

Brown leaves are often caused by low 
humidity which is common in many 
homes during winter.  Boost the humid-
ity in your home by grouping plants 
together. As one plant loses moisture 
through its leaves through transpira-
tion the neighboring plants benefit.  
Add pebbles or marbles to the saucer or 
trays beneath the plants. Allow excess 
water to collect in the pebbles below the 
pot. As the water evaporates it increas-
es the humidity right around the plant. 
Move plants that require moist soil and 
high humidity into 
a terrarium. They 
are attractive liv-
ing decorations 
and make caring 
for high-mainte-
nance plants easi-
er. 

  Over- and 
under-watering 
can also result in 
brown leaves, leaf 
edges, and tips. Water thoroughly when 
needed. Base frequency on the plants 
you are growing, room temperature 
and humidity. Tropical plants need 
more consistently moist soil while cacti 
and succulents like it drier. With lower 
light conditions in many homes, plants 

grow slower and may need less frequent 
watering in winter. Pour off any excess 
water that collects in the saucer which 
can lead to root rot.

 Stop fertilizing indoor plants in win-
ter unless they are actively growing. 
Applying fertilizer that plants don’t 
need can cause root damage, leading to 
leaf discoloration. 

 Trim off brown tips that are common 
on spider plants, dracaenas, Ti plants, 
and prayer plants sensitive to the chlo-
rine and fluoride in water. Avoid the 

problem by using chemi-
cal-free water.

  Wipe dust off the leaves 
with a damp cloth. Use a 
cosmetic brush to clean the 
fuzzy leaves of plants like 
African violets. Keeping 
your plants clean and well-
groomed also helps reduce 
insect and disease prob-
lems.

  Further protect plants 
from pests with Summit Sticky Traps 
(SummitResponsibleSolutions.com). 
Just place one or two in the pot with 
the sticky side exposed. The yellow 
attracts  fungus gnats, aphids, thrips, 
leaf miners, and other harmful pests 
feeding on your plants. The sticky sur-

face traps the insects causing them 
to die without the use of pesticides. 
Replace the trap once it is covered with 
insects or every three months.

 Boost indoor plant resilience by pro-
viding the right amount of light. Move 
plants to a sunnier window or add arti-
ficial lights as needed. Then give plants 
a quarter turn every time you water. 
This promotes more balanced growth 
by exposing all parts of the plant to the 
light source.

Taking time to tend to your plants 
improves their health and beauty while 
elevating your mood and helping fight 
stress.  

 
Melinda Myers has written more 

than 20 gardening books, including the 
recently released  Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2ndEdition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant 
video and DVD series and the nationally 
syndicated  Melinda’s Garden Moment 
TV & radio program. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor for  Birds 
& Blooms  magazine and was commis-
sioned by Summit for her expertise 
to write this article. Myers’ Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Boost the health and beauty of your houseplants

Courtesy — Summit Responsible Solutions
Sticky traps attract insects to their yellow 
surface and trap them on the sticky surface 
to prevent damage to plants.

You could be hurting, and your family 
could be in trouble. Every day feels like 
a grind; you can’t make it from one day 
to the next. You may have addictions, 
people disrespect you, and you have 
little help. Inflation seems spiraling out 
of control, and they say World War III 
is upon us. There appears to be chaos 
everywhere, especially in our minds. 

We’ve been lucky to live in a primarily 
stable society for as long as most of us 
have been alive. When things become 
unstable and uncertain, we become 
stressed out, depressed, and worried. 
It can rob your sense of purpose and 
meaning. 

It makes you want to give up and sit 
in a dark room and hide. You may have 
moments where you scream and cry, 
thrashing about as if doing so will make 
it all go away. 

You can run away, go to the bar, watch 
television, and pursue any pleasure you 
can think of in the hopes it will go 
away. You can pursue happiness in all 
its forms, but still, life is waiting. 

From the moment we are born, 
we are in a constant state of 
change. None of us will stay the 
same, and none will get out of life 
alive. What will we become? What 
is the meaning of it all? What’s the 
point?

It’s odd. For most of my life, I’ve 
pursued happiness, and although that 
was the goal, it didn’t always bring joy. 
While working to be an actor, I didn’t 
have a job for many years. All I did was 
go to the gym, eat nice dinners, go to 
clubs, hang out with friends, audition, 
take acting classes, and travel.  

It was fun in a lot of ways, and also, it 
felt empty at times. I was too irrespon-
sible to be able to handle it properly. I 
dreaded getting a job; I dreaded respon-
sibility because I saw it as something 
that wouldn’t bring any fulfillment. 

Then one day, a stray cat showed 
up at my door. She begged for food, 
and I decided to feed her. After a few 
weeks, she started coming into my apart-
ment, and I soon discovered I was a cat 
owner! I was responsible for another life. 

I gave her the best food; I took her 
to the vet and was concerned for 
her every need. It brought me so 
much fulfillment. That was just the 
beginning of my journey toward 
responsibility.

In a famous online lecture, rock-
star Psychologist Jordan Peterson 

says, “You need a sustaining meaning; 
where do you find that? You generally 
find that in responsibility to yourself 
and other people.” What is the goal of 
life? “To be the strongest person at your 
father’s funeral.”

I don’t think he means that you should 
seek to be the strongest person at the 
funeral so you can feel better than every-
one else, but because you can become a 
beacon of hope, someone to rely on, and 
an example to others. 

I was not the most responsible person 
at my father’s funeral, not by a long shot; 
My father had some fantastic friends. 

Within hours of his death, I found 
myself engulfed in responsibility. It was 
new and stressful; since then, I don’t get 

much sleep, and I’m constantly on the 
move. I’m helping to run two business-
es, writing this column, taking care of 
family members who need my help, and 
working a full-time job which I love. 
Oddly, or not so oddly, I feel fulfilled. 

I didn’t find fulfillment in pleasure; 
I found it in responsibility, just as Dr. 
Peterson says.

With all of life’s problems, it’s easy 
to become depressed and turn away 
from things we know we ought to do. 
Sometimes it feels like burying your 
head in the sand, deliberately ignoring 
the reality of the situation, and pretend-
ing the problem doesn’t exist is the best 
course of action. 

On the contrary, personal responsibil-
ity and accountability are the building 
blocks for a meaningful and fulfilling 
life.

By taking ownership of our life and 
actively working to improve our circum-
stances and others, we can create a sense 
of purpose and direction and contribute 
to the well-being of our communities.

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

We need a sense of direction
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BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

CHARLTON — The prototyp-
ical “defense leads to offense” 
mantra proved to be especially 
true for the Bay Path Regional 
girls’ varsity basketball team 
when facing off against Parker 
Charter of Devens on Monday, 
Jan. 9. The Minutemen made 
their first basket, put on a full-
court press, stole the ball and 
finished off a layup. Another 
quick steal and basket put Bay 
Path in firm control, 6-0, just a 
minute in.

The Minutemen finished with 
five first quarter steals and 
totaled 21 thefts throughout the 

duration of the game — six in 
the second quarter, seven in the 
third period and three in the 
fourth frame — as they cruised 
past the Panthers, 57-13.

“They love to steal the ball. We 
have a lot of smart basketball 
players,” explained Bay Path 
head coach Maddie Lynch. 

The Minutemen held Parker 
scoreless in the first quarter, 
as they led 23-0 after the initial 
eight minutes thanks to six play-
ers scoring. Then, in the sec-
ond, five players put up points 
— three of them being new to the 
scoresheet — while the Panthers 
only mustered up two points. 
Bay Path led at halftime, 36-2.

The Minutemen then won the 
third (8-3) and fourth quarters 
(13-8) to account for the 44-point 
victory.

All 12 of Bay Path’s rostered 
players — starters Terry Simon, 
Noalani Perez, Ali Welton, 
Kortnie Adams and Kendall 
Bond, plus reserves Gabi 
Lapan, Hannah Cavan, Allie 
Klar, Catherine Pavone, Grace 
Jones, Olivia Bowes and Anika 
Ferrantino — scored at least 
two points. Bond (team-high 
12 points) and Ferrantino each 
pulled down a team-best seven 
rebounds.

“I tried to get everybody to 
play a lot and switch them in 
and out,” said Lynch, as the 
Minutemen are set to face off 
against two tougher teams this 
week, after press time. “I was 
really trying to make that hap-
pen (everyone play and everyone 
score) tonight because it’s good 
for all of them because some of 
them don’t get a lot of chances. 
This is going to give them a little 
bit of confidence.”

Lynch is not only in her first 
year of coaching basketball at 
Bay Path, but also in her first 
year of coaching any sort of 
high school level hoops. She has 
previously coached softball at 
Pathfinder Regional in Palmer.

That makes the Minutemen’s 
5-1 start to the season even more 
special.

“That’s a phenomenal start 
for us. I got lucky enough to be 
with some of the best girls. We’re 
making due with it and I’ve got 
a good team to start with,” said 
Lynch.

With the loss Parker dropped 
to 4-4.

SPORTS

Nick Ethier photos

The Tantasqua Regional boys’ and girls’ swim teams hosted the Bromfield School back on 
Wednesday, Jan. 4.

A very tight contest saw the Tantasqua Regional boys’ swim team edged the 
Bromfield School, 85-83, back on Wednesday, Jan. 4. The Warrior girls’ squad lost 
to the Trojans, 131-52.

For the boys, first place finishers included Zach Hilborn (200 free), Sam 
Merchant (200 IM and 500 free), Ethan Korenda (100 free), Ethan Zhu (50 free) and 
Evan Dambly (100 back). The boys also won two out of their three relays.

In the girls’ meet, Zoey Zhu (50 free) and Kira Dambly (100 butterfly) were the 
winners.

The Tantasqua boys improved to 2-2, while the girls slipped to 1-3.

High School Notebook 
— Tantasqua swim hosts 

Bromfield

Steals galore for victorious Minutemen 
over Parker Charter

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Kortnie Adams looks up at the basket while driving on the 
fast break versus Parker.

Ali Welton of Bay Path launches a pass down the court.

Bay Path’s Anika Ferrantino races past Parker defenders on her way to the 
hoop.

 NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

DUDLEY — After grabbing a 16-10 
lead after the initial eight minutes, the 
Shepherd Hill Regional boys’ varsity bas-
ketball team picked it up even more so, 
outscoring their opponent in Tantasqua 
Regional in second quarter play, 19-3, 
when the teams met on Thursday, Jan. 5.

That 35-13 halftime advantage all but 
gave the Rams the victory, although the 
Warriors did come out of the gate strong 
in the third quarter by grabbing the 

Strong second quarter helps 
Rams take down Tantasqua, 

remain unbeaten

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua’s Adam Howe goes for the basket while driving versus Shepherd Hill.

Liam Hubacz of Tantasqua dribbles the ball up 
at the top of the key.

Tantasqua’s Bryce Tessier finds enough 
space against the Shepherd Hill defense to 
lay the ball into the hoop.

Turn To RAMSpage  A13
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SPORTS

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.WO22P4464EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Bonnie Jean Richard
Also known as:
Bonnie J Richard 

Date of Death: 10/16/2022 
To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Marc W Richard of Warren MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Marc W Richard of Warren MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
adminitration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 01/31/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may  petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 30, 2022

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate

January 13, 2023

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Eric Brown has filed an RDA with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission 
to remove trees located at 26 Point 
Eastalee Drive, Spencer, MA.
Peter Fifield has filed an RDA with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
level the ground for a shed located at 
59 Lake Avenue, Spencer, MA.
Neil & Susan Rivers have filed an NOI 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission to build a patio and rebuild a 
retaining wall located at 6 Overlook 
Drive, Spencer, MA.
Jeffrey Zukas has filed an NOI with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
construct a gravel driveway located at 
Woodside Road, Spencer, MA.
Jeffrey Bridges, Town Administra-
tor, for the Town of Spencer has filed 

an NOI with the Spencer Conserva-
tion Commission for roadway improve-
ments located along Meadow Road, 
Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
January 25, 2023 at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be present 
or call in remotely to participate. Con-
servation Commission meetings open 
at 6:15 p.m.
Mary McLaughlin
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
January 13, 2023

Zoning Board of Appeals
Town of North Brookfield

215 North Main St.,
 North Brookfield, MA 01535

January 5, 2023
The North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing 
meeting on Wednesday February 1, 
2023 at 6:00pm in the North Brookfield 
Police Department Training Room, 55 
School St on the application of Dwayne 
& Susan Dube 32 Sylvania Grove for a 
Special Permit.
Zoning Bylaw section VI,C,4  front set-
back and total lot coverage to construct 
two car garage. A copy of the
application is available at the Town 
Clerk’s Office at 215 North Main St.
Respectfully,
Kimberly Bent, Clerk
January 13, 2023

TOWN OF SPENCER
Public Hearing – 

Monday, January 23, 2023
6:00 PM McCourt Social Hall
157 Main Street, Spencer, Ma

Proposed FY 2022/23 CDBG Applica-
tion
The Spencer Board of Selectmen will 
conduct a Public Hearing on January 
23, 2023 at 6:00 PM at McCourt So-
cial Hall, 157 Main Street, Spencer, MA 
and via virtual meeting. Information to 
connect is included here: Dial in from 
phone: 1-866-899-4679 Access Code: 
479-429-349 or from computer: https://
www.gotomeet.me/TownofSpencer-
MA/boardofselectmen. 
The public is encouraged to attend this 
hearing to discuss the Town’s FY22/23 
application to the Massachusetts De-
partment of Housing and Community 
Development for up to $1.35 million 
in available Community Development 
Block Grant Funds. All persons with 
questions or comments regarding the 
grant application will have an oppor-
tunity to be heard. Those unable to at-
tend can send written comments to the 
Spencer Town Administrator, 157 Main 
Street, Spencer, Ma 01562, Attn: Jef-
frey Bridges
The Town is encouraging input on 
community needs and projects which 
would benefit from grant funding. The 
projects currently being considered are 
the Valley & Mill Street Infrastructure 
Improvement Project (Phase II), Pearl 
Street Improvement Project, and Code 
Enforcement Program. Additional proj-
ects may be discussed and may be in-
cluded in the grant application. 
The McCourt Social Hall is handi-
capped accessible. Persons who re-
quire special accommodations for the 
hearing should contact the town at 
least one week prior to the hearing date 
at (508)-885-7500 ext. 155. For further 
information contact John O’Leary at 
PVPC at (413) 781-6045 or joleary@
pvpc.org.
January 13, 2023

LEGALS

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

NORTHBRIDGE — When facing a 
full-court press, Northbridge High girls’ 
varsity basketball head coach Jeff Kozik 
admitted that his team can, at times, 
try to move too fast in an attempt to 
break it. That occurred when the Rams 
hosted Quaboag Regional at Veterans 
Memorial Field House on Friday, Jan. 
6, during first quarter play.

In that opening eight-minute stanza, 
the Cougars rattled off 10 consecutive 
points on five made baskets, and after 
each occurrence they set up their press. 
Many times it led to Northbridge turn-
overs and more scoring opportunities 
for Quaboag.

“They’re athletic, they’re aggressive, 
and we struggled with their press,” said 

Kozik.
The Cougars led, 12-4, heading into 

the second quarter. But the Rams 
rebounded and tied the game at the half, 
14-14, before pulling away in the third 
and fourth quarters for a 39-24 victory.

“We just settled down. I think we 
have a tendency to rush against a press, 
which is what they want. We just have 
to get a little more patience when we’re 
facing a press, and I think we did that in 
the second half,” said Kozik.

The Cougars also weren’t able to 
press as much in the final three quar-
ters due to two factors: fatigue and lack 
of shot making.

“We played well in the first quarter. 
We got into our press and turned them 
over a little bit. It gave us easy looks, 
but we get a little tired and can’t press 

the whole game, so the girls have to 
do a better job when we aren’t press-
ing,” said Quaboag head coach Bill 
Beauregard.

The Cougars made just two shots (and 
seven free throws) following the open-
ing frame.

“We even got good looks, we just 
couldn’t finish,” said Beauregard. “I’ll 
live with that when we do what we’re 
supposed to do and we get good looks, 
they just don’t fall sometimes. That’s 
going to happen.”

In the third quarter, the Rams took a 
24-17 lead — their largest of the game to 
that point — on 3-pointers from either 
corner of the court by Molly Gahan. 
Northbridge took a 26-20 lead into the 
final frame.

A pair of baskets by Gahan in the 
latter portion of the fourth sealed the 
victory for the Rams. Gahan finished 
with a team-high 10 points, all of which 
came in the second half.

“We’ve had a lot of different leading 
scorers, which is a good thing as long as 
somebody steps up,” said Kozik before 
turning his attention to Gahan. “She’s 
pretty versatile. She’s probably our tall-

est player, but we have her playing out 
on the perimeter. She can play inside 
and out and it’s a good thing to have.”

Eight other Rams scored, with the 
point distribution spread out. Abby 
Barnatt’s 6 points was next closest to 
Gahan’s.

Northbridge is now 5-2 in Kozik’s 
first season as head coach after serving 
as the school’s athletic director in the 
recent past before taking the 2021-2022 
school year off from athletics in any 
capacity.

“We’re still getting used to each 
other. I’m a new coach in a new sys-
tem. They’re adjusting to me and I’m 
adjusting to them, so I knew we were 
going to have some learning curves and 
some obstacles to get over,” said Kozik. 
“We’ve gotten better every game, which 
I see as success.”

Quaboag, meanwhile, dropped to 3-2 
as they continue to sport a lineup with-
out two starters that are out with ACL 
injuries. In the loss to Northbridge, 
Hailey Samek scored 11 points (going 
7-of-10 from the free throw line) and 
Parker Tunley scored all 6 of her points 
in the first quarter.

Rams shake off slow start, then claw past Quaboag

Quaboag’s Kiara Gauthier, left, fights for space while Northbridge’s Melissa Sabourin defends 
tightly.

Kayden Lourake of Quaboag bounces a pass 
down low and past Northbridge’s Natalie 
Zborowski.

Quaboag’s Megan Shea looks toward the 
paint, hoping to make a pass down low.

first nine points. But The 
Hill ended up grabbing a 
20-point lead by quarter’s 
end (44-24) and ended 
with a 52-28 victory.

“Defensive intensity 
is the biggest thing we 
talk about all the time. 
It stems the tide for us. 
We’re not always going to 
score 60-70 points every 
night, so getting stops 
and running in transi-
tion is one of the big keys 
for us, and that starts 
with our defensive inten-

sity,” Shepherd Hill head 
coach Michael Rapoza 
said of what the key fac-
tor was in the all-import-
ant second quarter before 
the teams went to their 
respective locker rooms 
for intermission. “We 
were thrilled going into 
the half.”

Rapoza was quick to 
note that Tantasqua 
would make a run in the 
second half, though.

“They’re a good basket-
ball team and super well-
coached, so you know 
they aren’t just going to 
roll over,” he explained. 
“We went away from our 

shot selection and defen-
sively we took a step 
back.”

“We started the second 
half with a nice run for 
us,” said Warriors’ head 
coach Scott Dion before 
mentioning that his team 
isn’t quite up to full speed 
when it comes running 
an efficient offense. “We 
just can’t score consis-
tently enough. As we 
just discussed in the 
locker room, it’s not that 
we don’t have the piec-
es, we’re just not quite 
yet ready to execute the 
opportunities that pres-
ent themselves.”

Tantasqua’s 9-0 run 
through the first half 
of the third quarter — 
which included inside 
buckets by Liam Hubacz, 
Colm McGrath and Bryce 
Tessier, plus a 3-point-
er from Adam Howe 
— brought their deficit 
down to 35-22.

“They shared the bas-
ketball,” Dion said of 
what worked best in the 
third quarter. “I wanted 
guys to drive and kick 
and give up a good shot 
for a great shot.”

The Rams got back on 
track midway through 
the frame when Lucas 

Miglionico stole the ball 
away from the Warriors 
and made an outlet pass 
in transition to Ryan 
Brooks, who finished 
off a layup. Brooks also 
ended the period with 
a driving layup as time 
expired.

“Ryan stabilized us,” 
Rapoza said of Brooks, 
who finished with 13 
points.

Miglionico scored a 
game-high 19 points, all 
in the first half of play. 
Austin Ayotte added 
9 points and Zachary 
Wennerberg scored all 8 
of his points in the sec-

ond quarter.
The Rams are now 7-0 

to open the season.
“I thought we gave 25 to 

26 minutes of good effort 
and we’re building to 
32. It’s always a work in 
progress and we’re defi-
nitely making progress,” 
said Rapoza.

“Shepherd Hill is obvi-
ously a very, very good 
team. Coach Posey’s awe-
some and their kids are 
so tough. He has a couple 
of really, really good play-
ers,” said Dion after the 
Warriors slipped to 4-3.

RAMS
continued from page  A1
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Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29
12:22 a.m.: suspicious mv (Stafford 

Street), resolved; 12:58 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), citation issued; 1:08 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 3:21 
a.m.: ambulance (Whittemore Street), 
transported; 8:19 a.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Worcester), transport-
ed; 9:00 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
citation issued; 11:03 a.m.: assist citi-
zen (Mayflower Road), spoken to; 11:19 
a.m.: welfare check (Collier Avenue), 
transported to hospital; 12:00 p.m.: 
ambulance (Marble Street, Worcester), 
transported; 12:31 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported; 1:00 p.m.: 
investigation (Main Street, Spencer), 
report taken; 3:31 p.m.: welfare check 
(Stafford Street), assisted; 4:57 p.m.: 
shoplifting (Soojians Drive), name and 
address redacted from police log, shop-
lifting by asportation, criminal appli-
cation issued; 5:36 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Main Street), referred to ACO; 
8:22 p.m.: ambulance (Lebanon Street, 
Worcester), transported; 9:04 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Tobin Road), spoken 
to; 10:05 p.m.: family problem (Boyd 
Street), peace restored; 11:24 p.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), spoken to.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30
12:21 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon 

Memorial Highway), spoken to; 
12:28 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
Kevin Robert Montalvo, 32, 49 South 
Sturbridge Road, #1B, Charlton, op w/
suspended license/subsequent offense; 
straight warrant, number plate vio-
lation, arrest; 8:58 a.m.: accident 
(Pleasant Street), report taken; 9:49 
a.m.: family problem (Rawson Street), 
spoken to; 10:18 a.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Worcester), transport-
ed; 10:39 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 
11:30 a.m.: restraining order service 
(South Main Street), served; 12:40 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street, Worcester), 
transported; 3:37 p.m.: shoplifting 
(Soojians Drive), name and address 
redacted from police log, shoplifting 
by asportation, report taken; 4:17 p.m.: 
mv stop (Pleasant Street), spoken to; 
4:20 p.m.: assist citizen (Dale Street), 
services rendered; 4:52 p.m.: welfare 
check (Stafford Street), transported; 
7:36 p.m.: family problem (Deer Pond 
Road), transported; 9:42 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), spoken to; 10:47 p.m.: 
ambulance (Clark Street, Spencer), 
transported.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
4:02 a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 

transported; 8:27 a.m.: welfare check 
(South Main Street), transported; 
9:47 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 10:03 a.m.: disabled mv 
(Stafford Street), resolved; 10:12 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, unli-
censed operation, criminal applica-
tion issued; 12:26 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 12:30 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 12:35 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 12:56 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), mv towed; 1:30 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, uninsured 
mv, op w/suspended registration, 
unlicensed operation, mv towed; 10:27 
p.m.: ambulance (Ingram Road), report 
taken; 10:58 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Siani Road), spoken to; 11:47 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1
12:05 a.m.: ambulance (Bond Street), 

transported; 12:40 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 12:56 a.m.: 
disturbance (Overlook Drive), spo-
ken to; 1:39 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, unlicensed operation, 
criminal application issued; 2:05 a.m.: 
disturbance (Bond Street), resolved; 
5:47 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 11:17 a.m.: ambulance 
(Henshaw Street), transported; 12:27 
p.m.: welfare check (Henshaw Street), 
services rendered; 2:16 p.m.: assist 
citizen (Main Street); 2:17 p.m.: wel-
fare check (Monterey Drive), services 
rendered; 2:26 p.m.: ambulance (May 
Street, Worcester), transported; 5:03 
p.m.: disturbance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), services rendered; 6:08 p.m.: 
ambulance (Queen Street, Worcester), 
transported; 7:07 p.m.: ambulance 
(Mason Street, Worcester), transport-
ed; 8:27 p.m.: disturbance (Peter Salem 
Road), unfounded; 9:46 p.m.: unknown 
alarm (Main Street), resolved; 10:48 
p.m.: welfare check (Pleasant Street), 
resolved; 11:11 p.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street, Spencer), transported; 11:37 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), citation 
issued; 11:51 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 11:59 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), spoken to.

MONDAY, JANUARY 2
9:26 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-

ken to; 10:06 a.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 1:18 p.m.: mv 
stop (Pine Street), verbal warning; 
1:21 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported; 1:43 p.m.: welfare check 
(Main Street), resolved; 1:46 p.m.: 
ambulance (Watch Street), transport-
ed; 4:18 p.m.: suspicious mv (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), unable to locate; 
4:27 p.m.: mv stop (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), written warning; 5:03 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 5:04 p.m.: mv stop (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), spoken to; 5:14 
p.m.: accident (Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, neg-
ligent operation, marked lanes vio-
lation, report taken; 5:21 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 9:36 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 9:51 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), spoken to; 10:06 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), spoken to.

TUESDAY, JANAURY 3
12:23 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

citation issued; 12:50 a.m.: mv stop 
(McNeil Highway), citation issued; 
7:39 a.m.: assist other PD (South Main 
Street), message delivered; 7:54 a.m.: 
property found (Main Street), resolved; 
8:54 a.m.: harassment (Rawson Street), 
report taken; 10:06 a.m.: investigation 
(Rawson Street), report taken; 11:23 
a.m.: welfare check (Franklin Street), 
resolved; 12:55 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Wesley Drive), unable to locate; 2:20 
p.m.: lobby service (South Main Street), 
assisted; 2:58 p.m.: ambulance (Rawson 
Street), transported; 3:51 p.m.: arrest 
warrant service (Main Street), unable 
to serve; 3:57 p.m.: assist citizen (Main 
Street), spoken to; 4:13 p.m.: shoplift-
ing (Soojians Drive), report taken; 5:07 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 5:20 p.m.: m stop (Stafford 
Street), no action required; 5:37 p.m.: 
arrest warrant service (Main Street), 
unable to serve; 5:40 p.m.: ambulance 
(Williamsburg Drive, Worcester), call 
canceled; 6:19 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 6:23 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
6:39 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 8:02 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 9:19 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:35 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street, 
Worcester), transported; 9:38 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4
1:05 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

citation issued; 3:15 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, uninsured 
mv, op w/suspended registration, 
unregistered mv, criminal application 
issued; 8:48 a.m.: ambulance (Deer 
Pond Road), transported; 9:24 a.m.: mv 
stop (Mulberry Street), spoken to; 9:43 
a.m.: assist other agency (King Street), 
services rendered; 10:39 a.m.: inves-
tigation (Stafford Street, Worcester), 
report taken; 11:37 a.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), written warning; 11:44 
a.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 12:18 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Worcester), transported; 
1:11 p.m.: mv stop (Henshaw Street), 
spoken to; 1:54 p.m.: ambulance (South 
Street Extension), transported; 2:24 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 2:42 p.m.: shoplifting 
(Soojians Drive), name and address 
redacted from police log, shoplifting 
by asportation, criminal application 
issued; 3:42 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 3:46 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 7:01 p.m.: 
investigation (Soojians Drive), report 
taken; 8:31 p.m.: accident (Marshall 
Street), mv towed; 8:33 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), spoken to; 8:36 p.m.: 
ambulance (Soojians Drive), trans-
ported.

Spencer Police logs
 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28
12:30-2:48 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:35 a.m.: suspicious mv (Old 
Farm Road), investigated; 12:35 a.m.: 
suspicious mv (Browning Pond Road), 
investigated; 1:17 a.m.: medical/over-
dose (Temple Street); 3:37 a.m.: 911 
call (West Main Street), poss. death 
report; 8:22 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), LTC change of address; 
9:59 p.m.: fire alarm (Main Street), 
referred; 10:19 a.m.: accident (Meadow 
Road), report taken; 10:40 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Maple Street), custody issue; 
12:45 p.m.: disturbance (Elm Street), 
poss. break-in; 2:49 p.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 3:18 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Main Street), erratic 
operator; 3:55 p.m.: larceny (Brown 
Street), poss. gutter cleaning scam; 
4:15 p.m.: medical/general (Pleasant 

Street); 4:21 p.m.: officer wanted (Park 
Street), skater/ice not safe; 4:24 p.m.: 
fire alarm (Grove Street), referred; 5:59 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
7:23 p.m.: hit/run accident (Pleasant 
Street), parked mv struck o-night; 7:51 
p.m.: officer wanted (Howe Village), 
req. welfare check; 8:04 p.m.: illegal 
dumping (West Main Street), trash 
thrown out of mv; 9:41 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 11:21 p.m.: 
medical/general (Irving Street); (total 
daily mv stops – 0).

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29
12:52-1:35 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:21 a.m.: disturbance (Linden 
Street), fem. attacking male; 4:11 a.m.: 
medical/general (Greenville Street); 
6:58 a.m.: medical/general (Borkum 
Road); 7:36 a.m.: officer wanted (Wall 
Street), re: screw in tire; 9:58 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Sumner Street), poss. 
theft from garage; 10:23 a.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
10:36 a.m.: medical/general (Temple 
Street); 11:49 a.m.: intelligence/drugs 
(West Main Street), info taken; 12:39 
p.m.: lost/found (Main Street), found 
cell phone; 1:27 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Wall Street), services rendered; 2:08 
p.m.: fire alarm (North Spencer Road), 
test; 3:48 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice/4 (Bixby Road); 4:40 p.m.: mutual 
aid (West Main Street), dive team to 
Leicester; 5:09 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Prospect Street); 5:19 p.m.: citizen 
complaint (Paxton Road), crew left 
signs out; 5:46 p.m.: DPW call (Temple 
Street), lg. pot hole; 6:28 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (West Main Street), no 
contact; 8:51 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 8:59 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Paxton Road), move road closed sign; 
9:24 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
9:25 p.m.: disturbance (Main Street), 
Deborah A. Staples, 150 Main Street, 
Spencer, warrant/2, arrest; 9:54 p.m.: 
medical/general (Gold Nugget Road); 
10:52 p.m.: vandalism (North Spencer 
Road), locker room vandalized; (total 
daily mv stops – 0).

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30
12:27 a.m.: medical/general 

(Mechanic Street), lift assist; 4:23 
a.m.: intelligence/parole (West Main 
Street), info taken; 8:51 a.m.: medical/
general (Northwest Road); 9:13 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
spoken to; 9:27 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Fourth Avenue); 10:08 a.m.: fire 
(Wire Village Road), referred; 10:09 
a.m.: residential alarm (Cooney Road), 
services rendered; 10:51 a.m.: medical/
general (R. Jones Road); 11:42 a.m.: mv 
lockout (Main Street), assisted; 1:07 
p.m.: accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 1:29 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Main Street), investigated; 3:00 p.m.: 
mv lockout (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 4:24 p.m.: lost/found (West Main 
Street), eyeglasses found; 4:29 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (West Main Street), 
services rendered; 5:30 p.m.: lost/
found (West Main Street), cell phone 
found; 5:50 p.m.: medical/general (R. 
Jones Road); 6:51 p.m.: abandoned 
911 call (West Main Street), no con-
tact; 8:37 p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street), lift assist; 8:53 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Charlton Road), mvs speeding; 
9:11 p.m.: mv complaint (West Main 
Street), erratic operator; 9:12 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Howe Road), investigated; 
9:52 p.m.: suspicious mv (Park Street), 
investigated; 9:54 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Adams Street), intoxicated party/
on foot; 10:00 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 10:29 p.m.: elderly matter (Wall 
Street), services rendered; 10:37 p.m.: 
medical/general (Clark Street); (total 
daily mv stops – 2).

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
1:06-1:31 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:39 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
Kosta Jason Koutoulas, 54, 176 Maple 
Avenue, Rutland, possession Class B 
drug w/intent to distribute, possession 
Class B drug, possession Class A drug, 
possession Class E drug, speeding, 
arrest; 2:12 a.m.: disturbance (North 
Spencer Road), fight; 11:54 a.m.: animal 
complaint (R. Jones Road), emaciated 
dog in yard; 12:31 p.m.: elderly matters 
(Wall Street), req. officers; 1:12 p.m.: 
medical/general (Crestview Drive); 
1:18 p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
spoken to; 1:48 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Sherwood Drive), missing cat; 2:32 
p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Lake Street), 
resolved; 2:52 p.m.: parking violation 
(Main Street), ticket issued; 3:26 p.m.: 
911 call (Smithville Road), hang-up; 
3:42 p.m.: fire alarm (Main Street), 
referred; 5:08 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Crestview Drive), req. welfare check; 
5:19 p.m.: suspicious persons (Howe 
Village), re: text msgs./phone calls; 5:39 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
6:07 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
6:21 p.m.: 911 call (Parent Street), hang-
up; 6:26 p.m.: 911 call (Chestnut Street), 

open line; 7:18 p.m.: medical/general 
(Water Street); 9:22 p.m.: juvenile mat-
ter (Charlton Road), son left residence; 
9:33-10:15 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 10:01 p.m.: fireworks complaint 
(Starr Street), f/w thrown at house; 
(total daily mv stops – 2).

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 
1:51 a.m.: disturbance (Main Street), 

noise complaint; 1:59 a.m.: juvenile 
matter (West Main Street), re: kids by 
road/Bond Street, Leicester; 2:20 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Spring Street), req. wel-
fare check; 2:44 a.m.: medical/general 
(Mechanic Street); 5:09 a.m.: suspicious 
persons (Main Street), investigated; 
6:00 p.m.: medical/general (Crestview 
Drive); 7:09 a.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), unwanted party; 8:24 a.m.: dis-
turbance (Main Street), fight; 9:22 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
spoken to; 10:47 a.m.: medical/general 
(Greenville Street); 11:13 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 11:44 a.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Ash Street), abandoned mv; 
4:13 p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
open line; 7:34 p.m.: parking violation 
(Mechanic Street), ticket issued; 7:35-
7:43 p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
8:16 p.m.: officer wanted (Condon 
Drive), unwanted party; 8:21 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Pleasant Street), spo-
ken to; 10:20 p.m.: officer wanted (Elm 
Street), followed by male; 10:35 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 10:45 p.m.: 
medical/general (Valley Street); 10:53 
p.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
(total daily mv stops – 3).

 MONDAY, JANUARY 2
1:11 a.m.: fire alarm (Main Street), 

referred; 1:38 a.m.: medical/general 
(Lloyd Dyer Drive); 2:30-2:53 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 6:02 a.m.: DPW 
call (Main Street), re: water from bldg.; 
7:26 a.m.: disturbance (Lambs Grove), 
wireless hang-up; 9:18 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 10:12 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), re: rent 
issues; 11:11 a.m.: school alarm (Main 
Street), services rendered; 11:18 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Adams Street), domes-
tic issue; 11:29 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Franklin Street); 11:43 a.m.: 911 
call (Charlton Road), resolved; 12:16 
p.m.: medical/general (Wilson Street); 
12:23 p.m.: disturbance (Town House 
Court), domestic dispute; 1:47 p.m.: 
accident (Meadow Road), report taken; 
1:54 p.m.: commercial alarm (South 
Spencer Road), services rendered; 2:36 
p.m.: fraud (Norcross Road), S/S scam; 
2:37 p.m.: officer wanted (Woodside 
Road), re: alarm going off at night; 
2:46 p.m.: accident (West Main Street), 
report taken; 2:50 p.m.: RV complaint 
(Thompson Pond Road), jet skis on 
pond; 3:08 p.m.: disabled mv (West 
Main Street), resolved; 3:21 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Laurel Lane), misdi-
al; 6:06 p.m.: multiple LTC issued/5 
(West Main Street), assisted; 6:29 p.m.: 
accident (North Spencer Road), mv 
vs deer; 7:03 p.m.: suspicious mv (Ash 
Street), info taken; 7:37 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Meadow Road), acci-
dental; 11:19 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), LTC change of address; 
11:48 p.m.: medical/general (McDonald 
Street); (total daily mv stops – 0).

TUESDAY, JANAURY 3
12:20 a.m.: mv stop (West Main Street), 

Jose A. Ramos, 112 South Hampton 
Street, Boston, warrant, arrest;1:35-2:02 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 2:24 
a.m.: medical/general (Lincoln Street); 
3:35 a.m.: suspicious persons (Maple 
Street), investigated; 6:09 a.m.: DPW 
call (North Spencer Road), icy con-
ditions; 7:53 a.m.: accident (Donnelly 
Cross Road), report taken; 9:34 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Westland Drive), 
missing cat; 9:41 a.m.: medical/general 
(Pine Avenue); 11:26 a.m.: LTC issued/2 
(West Main Street), assisted; 12:45 
p.m.: accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 1:17 p.m.: intelligence/criminal 
(Grove Street), info taken; 1:30 p.m.: 
fraud (Northwest Road), spoken to; 
2:12 p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street) 
re: retrieve mail from former apt.; 
2:56 p.m.: fire/woods/grass (Jolicoeur 
Avenue), referred; 3:06 p.m.: distur-
bance (Pleasant Street), re: threats; 
3:35 p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln 
Street); 3:49 p.m.: larceny/shoplifting 
(Main Street), report taken; 4:28 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (West Main Street), 
no contact; 4:40 p.m.: medical/general 
(Spring Street); 4:59 p.m.: restraining 
order service (High Street); 5:25 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Browning Pond 
Road), child w/phone; 7:13 p.m.: intel-
ligence/criminal (West Main Street), 
info taken; 9:28 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Jolicoeur Avenue); 9:40 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Ash Street), investigat-
ed; 9:42 p.m.: fire (Wm. Casey Road), 
referred; 11:49 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), Harrington CT 
down; (total daily mv stops – 2).

POLICE REPORTS

Fall 2022 Dean’s 
List announced at 
Stonehill College

EASTON — Stonehill College is proud to recognize 
the students named to the Dean’s List this semester. 

To qualify for this honor, students must have a semes-
ter grade point average of 3.50 or better and must have 
successfully completed all courses for which they 
were registered.

Katheryn Stapel of Leicester 
Isabella Ortiz of Leicester 
Shelby Wessell of Rochdale 
About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a Catholic institution of higher 

learning, was founded by the Congregation of Holy 
Cross in 1948. Located on the beautiful 384-acre cam-
pus and former estate of Frederick Lothrop Ames 
in North Easton, Massachusetts, it is a community 

of scholarship and faith, anchored by a belief in the 
inherent dignity of each person.

Through more than 100 academic programs in the 
liberal arts, sciences, business and pre-professional 
field, Stonehill College provides an education of the 
highest caliber that fosters critical thinking, free 
inquiry and the interchange of ideas for over 2,500 
students.

Stonehill College educates the whole person so that 
each Stonehill graduate thinks, acts and leads with 
courage toward the creation of a more just and com-
passionate world.
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Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street, Brookfield, MA
~ Notary Public ~

GRI, ABR, SRS, SRES, RENE, C2EX, MRP, PSA, E-PRO

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 39 years of combined real estate 

experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the  

Real Estate  

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
43 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2022

South Worcester County
$170,261,130.00 SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED
Why call the 

Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

FEATURE HOME
Charlton - 8.5 Acres

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR VIEWINGS!  Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

• 3 Bedroom
• 2.5 Bath

• 32' Great Room
• Fireplace ª Wood Furnace 

• 2 Car Garage
 182 Gould Rd  – $449,900

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

• 3 Bedrooms • 2.5 Baths • 2 Fireplaces
• Family Room • Town water & sewer

• Golf Cousre view • 2 car garage
•50’ x27’ Split

76 Airport  Road

DUDLEY- $369,900
CHARLTON
Developers!

Ideal for building
 energy efficient home.

Potential 41 Lot Subdivision!
Freeman  Road – Call for Details

• In-law Apartment or Legal Apartmenty
• First floor family room

• New siding, kitchen, 3.5 baths, electrical, septic
• Gas Heat • Agent Bonus

21 River  Road – $515,000

STURBRIDGE- MOVE IN!! 4 Bedrooms

• New kitchen w/ center island
• 1st Floor Laundry • New flooring throughout

• 3 bedroom • Woodstove
49 Lebanon Hill Rd – $364,900

WOODSTOCK- 2.75 Acres

ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 Bates Point Road  

1st Time Offered! Impeccable Home! 6 Room, 3 bed-
room 2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, Master Bath.! Level Lot 
to the Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped!   $705,000

WEBSTER - 
 12 VECCHIA UNIT B   

New Listing! Excellent Con-
do in an all brick building! 2 
Bedroom, Hardwood Floors, 
Granite KitchenCounter, Up-
dated Bathroom. FHA/Gas! 
Detached Garage!                                                                                                                             

$ 159,900

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 3 bed-
room Cape features eat in kitchen w/island, fireplace living & dining 
room. 2nd floor, 2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath!  $785,000

Hard to find 6500 +/- Sq Ft corner Lot. Beautiful View 
& Setting! Sandy Beach! Few tall Pines for shade. 
Town Water & Sewer Available! Will Custom Build if 
Preferred! 

$330,000. FIRM

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

Webster Lake Waterfront Lot - Corner of 
Black Point Rd & Cedar Point Rd  

ON DEPOSIT

 WEBSTER - 17 ASSELIN AVENUE
FIRST TIME OFFERED! “In Brian Acres”  Established 
40 year+- Development. SPACIOUS 1,262 SQFT+- 
ONE LEVEL RANCH HOME! 3 BRs, 1-1/2 Baths, 2 
Car Garage & Sunroom! 1/2 acre +/- (26,004 sqft) w/
large private back yard. Convenient location to abun-
dant local amenities w/nearby access to I-395, medical 
facilities, Memorial Beach, Nipmuc Ski Club, boat 
ramps, local marinas, restaurants, shopping, Thomp-
son CT- Raceway golf course/auto racing & more! 
Being offered with 1st option to purchase abutting 
1/2 acre+- vacant lot at 0 Windy Ridge. $355,000.

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY

DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st 
TIME OFFERED! Custom 4 Bedroom Cape 
with inground Pool. Abutting Douglas State 
Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located 
on a cul de sac road 

NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake 
 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle & South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 1.96 
ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- Sf above grade 
living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 baths. Master Bedroom 
Suite w/Hardwoods, full bath, walk -in closet & Pri-
vate exterior balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, 
granite countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! 

ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Phyllis Ekleberry—purchased the prop-
erty shortly after its days of serving as a 
nursing home. Following the purchase, 
they renovated the building and added 
function rooms.

Dave Ekleberry passed away in 1996, 
but the legacy of his vision continues to 
live on through the experiences of local 
residents—and also on the big screen.

“Opening a restaurant was always 
my dad’s dream. This whole experience 
has been a great way to memorialize 
him,” Perro said.

If you and your family would like 
to catch the movie, it can be streamed 
for free on most streaming networks, 
including Amazon and YouTube. Plenty 
of area residents already saw the movie 
during the Dec. 18 screening. In lieu of 
an admission fee, guests brought a toy 
or a food donation to support local fam-
ilies in need.  

Looking ahead, the filmmakers are 
eager to take part in more projects in 
Massachusetts. Whether it’s Spencer, 
Leicester, or the Brookfields, residents 
might soon see additional local venues 
featured on the big screen. 

“Massachusetts has become a desti-
nation for film projects due to its sea-

soned crew and infrastructure built 
up over the years,” Lang said. “What’s 
great about this project is that every 
person involved was hired locally, and 
it just goes to show how much the indus-
try has taken on its own life, inde-
pendent of Hollywood or New York.  I 
think the best part about filming in 
Massachusetts is how supportive local 
towns and businesses are to the proj-
ects, and how much fun we all have 
working together.”  

FILM
continued from page  A1

opportunity for the average citizen to 
have a say in the direction Spencer 
will be going in the future,” Selectman 
Ralph Hicks said of the steering com-
mittee and the work that lies ahead.

Upon completion of the updated 
Master Plan, the Planning Board will 
provide a copy to town officials to be 
placed on file.

If you are interested in joining the 
Master Plan Steering Committee, con-
tact Vivier at 508-885-7500 (extension 
127).

To learn more about the process of 
updating the town’s Master Plan, visit 
www.spencerma.gov. 

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

McAuley Nazareth Home for Boys
An agency serving K-8 special needs students is seeking energetic and crea-

tive people to fill the following positions:

Special Education Teacher (BA/M.Ed) Moderate Disabilities: 
All levels classroom special education teacher needed to teach students with 

emotional and behavioral challenges. Classes are small and energy levels are high. 
Full time/year round position (216 days), paid vacation inclusive of school calendar, 

health and dental benefits.  Salary is commensurate with experience.

   Child Care Counselor Shift Supervisor:
Come and directly supervise a team of child care counselors as they work together 

to develop daily living, play and social skills of special needs residents.  This full time 
position includes a three day weekend, health and dental benefits and generous 

paid time off.    
Associates Degree in Human Services or similar field strongly preferred

 2+ years of supervisory experience may be substituted for degree
Valid Driver’s License Required

Schedule: Sunday (7am-11:00pm) Mon- Wed (2nd Shift) or 
Wed- Friday (2nd Shift) and Saturday (7:00am-11:00pm)

Salary is commensurate with experience.

Full & Part Time Child Care Counselors:  Full and part time positions also available.  

Sign on Bonus of $1,000.00 for all Full Time Hires

To apply: Fax/email a letter of interest and resume along with salary requirements 
to:

McAuley Nazareth Home for Boys
77 Mulberry St.

Leicester, MA 01524
Fax: 508-892-9736

Email: naz1901@mcauleynazareth.org
508-892-4886

•Must have a valid drivers license, 
Class A license a plus

•Salary based on experience. 
•Full time, 40 hours with benefits; 

health, vision and dental after 30 days. 
Call Bill Keyes Asphalt Paving Inc
774-261-5181 l 508-347-7499

HELP WANTED
LABORER FOR LOCAL PAVING COMPANY

Southbridge
One bedroom, third floor, 

newly renovated,
 $900/month. 

First/Last/Security. 
Credit check required. 

Call 774-230-0878 
Leave message please

SOUTHBRIDGE 
APARTMENT FOR RENT
One bedroom, four room. 

Living Room, Kitchen, 
Dining Room and Bath. 
Looking for one person. 
NO pets. NO smoking. 

Electric heat. $950/month. 
First/last/secutiry, bring 

credit report. 
508-765-5129

Hurley Firewood
Cut, Split, Delivered

GREEN
$200 per cord

Call John at 
508-958-4350

MEMBERS
continued from page  A1

the donation was a thrilling way to close 
out a successful year for the district.

Elizabeth Marc-Aurele, the Exalted 
Ruler  of Auburn Elks Lodge 2118, is 
thanked along with members of her 
organization for the donation. The 
funding will assist students throughout 
the school district, which serves  1,320 
youngsters in grades K-12. 

“Over the last five years, the pop-
ulation of English language learners 
(ELL) within our schools has increased 
almost 40 percent,” read a statement 
released by Neile Connery, a grant 
writer  for Leicester Public Schools. 
“Leicester now provides English as a 
Second Language (ESL) services for 68 
students districtwide, and employs four 
full-time teachers to assure these stu-
dents receive a well-rounded and com-
prehensive education while learning 
the English language.”

The funding received by Auburn Elks 

Lodge 2118  will go a long way toward 
augmenting educational opportunities 
across the district.

“We are looking to build up our ESL 
program, and one of the areas that we 
are lacking is curriculum,” Connery’s 
statement read. “The Department of 
Education guidelines for ESL programs 
recommend a rigorous and challenging 
curriculum that will help students grow 
in their academic and language skills. 
Resources for purchasing this curricu-
lum have not become available yet, and 
our program currently consists of mate-
rials that the ESL team has been able to 
pull together from vendor samples, used 
books, and their own personal funds.”

The purchase of a Fundamentals 
Teacher Support Pack, Assessment 
Handbook, and Leveled Library book set 
will significantly improve Leicester’s 
current curriculum, officials said. The 
purchase will also serve as a foundation 
for the acquisition of additional materi-
als once funds become available. 

DONATION
continued from page  A1

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Kealan 
and I love listening to mu-
sic! 

Kealan is a sweet, hap-
py-go-lucky kid of Cau-
casian descent. Kealan 
loves singing and listening 
to music. Kealan lights up 
when he hears his favorite 
songs! He also enjoys hav-
ing books read to him and 
loves spending time with 
his friends. 

Kealan is on the Autism 
spectrum. He uses vocalizations, gestures, pictures, symbols and voice 
output devices to communicate throughout the day. He is an active par-
ticipant throughout his school day and at home. Kealan has a g-tube for 
feeding and has made tremendous progress with gaining weight. Having 
decreased vision causes Kealan to only see about 3-4 feet away without 
his glasses. He is a sweetie! 

Legally freed for adoption, Kealan’s social worker is looking to place him 
with a family that is able to meet his needs and help him thrive. A family 
would need to be able to keep up with Kealan’s many medical and devel-
opmental appointments and help advocate for him in school. 

https://www.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/5823  

Can I Adopt? 
 If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. 
Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; 
renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 

As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will 
fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. Start the process today and give a waiting child a permanent 
place to call home. 

Kealan 
Age 9 

WORCESTER —  At WPI, all under-
graduates are required to complete a 
research-driven, professional-level 
project that applies science and tech-
nology that addresses an important 
societal need or issue. About two-thirds 
of students complete a project at one of 
the university’s 50-plus off-campus proj-
ect centers, which are located around 
the world. A signature element of the 
innovative undergraduate experience 
at WPI, the project-based curriculum 
offers students the opportunity to apply 
their scientific and technical knowl-
edge to develop thoughtful solutions 
to real problems that affect the quality 
of people’s lives-and make a difference 
before they graduate.

“The WPI project-based curriculum’s 
focus on global studies brings students 
out of the classroom and their com-
fort zones and into the global commu-
nity to apply their knowledge and to 
solve problems,” said Professor Kent 
Rissmiller, professor of Integrative& 
Global Studies and associate dean 
of The Global School. “Students are 
immersed in all aspects of a different 
culture, from the way people live and 
work to the values they hold to the foods 
they eat - all valuable perspectives for 
surviving and thriving in today’s global 
marketplace. They also learn the mean-
ing and magic of teamwork; make a 
real and meaningful difference in their 
host community; and gain a competi-
tive edge for any resume, or graduate or 
professional school application.”

The following students recently com-
pleted an intensive research project in 
the fall of 2022:

Eric Montiverdi of Leicester, class 

of 2024, majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering (BS) was a member of a 
student team that completed a project 
titled

Adam LaBombard of Leicester, class 
of 2024, majoring in Bioinformatics 
and Computational Biology (BS) was a 
member of a student team that complet-
ed a project titled

About Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute

WPI, a global leader in project-based 
learning, is a distinctive, top-tier techno-
logical university founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students learn most effec-
tively by applying the theory learned 
in the classroom to the practice of solv-
ing real-world problems. Recognized by 
the National Academy of Engineering 
with the 2016 Bernard M. Gordon Prize 
for Innovation in Engineering and 
Technology Education, WPI’s pioneer-
ing project-based curriculum engages 
undergraduates in solving important 
scientific, technological, and societal 
problems throughout their education 
and at more than 50 project centers 
around the world. WPI offers more than 
70 bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degree programs across 18 academic 
departments in science, engineering, 
technology, business, the social scienc-
es, and the humanities and arts. Its fac-
ulty and students pursue groundbreak-
ing research to meet ongoing challenges 
in health and biotechnology; robotics 
and the internet of things; advanced 
materials and manufacturing; cyber, 
data, and security systems; learning 
science; and more. www.wpi.edu

Worcester Polytechnic Institute students 
complete intensive research projects



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER   17 Friday, January 13, 2023

monthly  
payments

0
interest
0%$0

down

with

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date 
but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Minimum purchase of four. Minimum purchase of four.

$250 
OFF

your entire purchase1

Buy 1 window or door,  
get 1 window or door

40% 
OFF1

New Year’sThis 

Month Only!

•  With our special Cold 
Weather Installation 
Method, our team works 
room by room—and 
window by window—so 
your exposure to the 
chilly air is minimized.

•  Poor-quality vinyl 
windows can crack and 
cause drafts this time of 
year. But our Fibrex® 
composite material is 2x 
stronger than vinyl—and 
looks beautiful.

1-800-209-2746Schedule your Free Window 
and Door Diagnosis before 

January 28!

until 2024!1

+

#1 in Customer Satisfaction 
among Window and Patio Door 
Manufacturer Brands,
3 Years in a Row

•  Renewal by Andersen is the 
full-service replacement 
window division of Andersen 
Corporation—a family-owned 
American company that builds 
affordable windows for those 
who take pride in their home.

For J.D. Power 2022 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. 1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 1/28/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio 
door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 1/1/2023 
and 1/28/2023. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $250 off your purchase, minimum purchase of four (4) 
required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 1/28/2023. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount 
is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without 
regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies 
throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and 
operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective 
owners. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Window & Door Sales Event!
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OXFORD —  Robert J. 
Morton, president and CEO of 
bankHometown, announced 
that the bank’s 19th  annu-
al  Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors  fundraising drive 
raised $66,000 for local food 
pantries. This brings the total 
amount raised over the 19 
years the program has been in 
place to $330,900.

The annual appeal is part 
of bankHometown’s charita-
ble giving program, called The 
Giving Tree, which reflects 
the bank’s commitment to 
making a real difference in 
the neighborhoods it serves. 
Throughout the month of 
November, the bank invited 
customers, employees, and 
members of the community 
to donate funds at bankHome-
town branches. All donations 
received were matched, dollar 
for dollar, by bankHometown 
and the total divided among 
food pantries in Central 
Massachusetts and northeast 
Connecticut communities the 
bank serves. Each of these 
pantries received $4,400 to 
help feed families in need:

Massachusetts:
•         Athol Salvation Army 

Food Pantry
•         Auburn Youth and Family Services Food Pantry
•         CARE Food Pantry, Clinton

•         Food Shar
e,  Southbridge,  C
harlton  &  Sturbri
dge

•                 Friendly 
House  Pantry,  Wo
rcester

•         Millbury Senior Center
•         Ginny’s Helping Hand, Inc., Leominster
•         Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf
•         Sutton Senior Center Michael A. Chizy Food Pantry
•         St. John’s Food for the Poor, Worcester
•         St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry, Webster
Connecticut:
•         Community Kitchens of Northeastern CT, Killingly
•   Daily Bread, Putnam
•         Friends of Assisi, Killingly
•         Thompson Ecumenical Empowerment Group
“bankHometown would like to thank everyone who self-

lessly donated to our Neighbors Helping Neighbors cam-
paign,” said Morton. “We’re pleased that these food pantries 
received much-needed funds in time for the holiday season.” 

 
About bankHometown 
Founded in 1889, bankHometown is headquartered in 

Oxford, Massachusetts and has $1.3 billion in assets and 16 
branches located throughout Central Massachusetts and 
northeast Connecticut. Through its sponsorship and char-
itable giving program, The Giving Tree, bankHometown 
and the Hometown Bank Community Foundation support 
non-profit organizations and causes throughout Worcester 
and Windham Counties. In 2021, The Giving Tree donated 
nearly $288,000 and over the last decade has donated more 
than $2.3 million. For more information, visit  bankhome-
town.com.

Self Pick-uP or 
call To Schedule  

Your deliverY TodaY! 

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Bond

• Construction Stone • Concrete Sand  
• Title V Sand • Chicken Coop Sand  
• Silt • Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel  

• Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete  
• Cold Patch 

• Screened Loam stored in building
• Landscaping Stone

WINTER IS HERE!
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at  

(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net 
or visit www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Feb 25 Come from Away at PPAC ............. $99
March 25 Hadestown at PPAC  ............... $99
May 26 Norwegian 7-Night Bermuda Cruise

  ....................... from $1599
June 24 Perkins Cove for a Day .............. $99
July 16-26 Maritimes Coastal Wonders  $4349

10-Night Bermuda 
& Bahamas Cruise 

Aboard NorwegianJoy 
August 10-20, 2023

Cabins from $2199 pp

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Be sure to check our website for weekly specials!

Come check out our new seasonal 
salads and healthy menu options! 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 
1-13 JEFF ANDERSON
1-20 STEPHEN GEORGE
1-27 JOE MACY
2-3 ASHLEY HENSEL 

Make your 
Valentines 

Day 
reservations 

now! 

140 MAIN STREET
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM 
FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

INSTANT FINANCING 
UP TO $10,000!

Store Hours: Mon.-Fri: 10am to 830pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun:10am-7:00pm

WINTER SALE
DON’T BUY UNTIL YOU SEE US!

HUMIDIFIERS
NOW IN
STOCK

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER

#7150

$39999
WAS. $599.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER
#NED4655EW

$49999
WAS. $599.99

AMANA 
GAS RANGE

#AGR1533CBAS • Stainless Steel

$59999
WAS. $699.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE 

REFRIGERATOR

$119999
WAS. $1,599.99

MAYTAG TOP
FREEZER

18 CU. FT.

$74999
WAS. $899.99

SAMSUNG
WASHER

$69999
WAS. $899.99

FRIGIDAIRE 
ELECTRIC STOVE
$79999

WAS. $999.99

MAYTAG 
DRYER

#VEDC46HW

$64999
WAS. $699.99

GE FRONT 
LOAD WASHER

#GFWSSOSSNWW

$84999
WAS. $999.99

MAYTAG
 DISHWASHER

#MDB4949SKZ

$69999
WAS. $849.99

AMANA
MICROWAVE

#JYM3160RFSS

$22999
WAS. $329.99

GE FRENCH  
DOOR BOTTOM 

FREEZER

$239999
WAS. $2,699

WHIRPOOL 
REFRIGERATOR

Counter Depth

$179999
WAS. $2,299.99

GIANT TOY CLEARANCE!
SNOWBLOWERS

IN STOCK!
TOBOGGANS
ICE SKATES

SLEDS

For Advertising 
Information

Call 508-764-4325
email: ads@

stonebridgepress.news

www.StonebridgePress.com

bankHometown raises $66,000 for local food pantries

Courtesy

bankHometown’s Thompson, Conn. office AVP Branch Officer Maria Thomas and Woodstock, Conn. AVP 
Branch Officer George Dimopoulos present a check to Jo-Ann Chenail and Anne Miller of the Thompson 
Ecumenical Empowerment Group, one of 15 pantries receiving donations from the bank’s Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors fundraising campaign.

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
508-764-4325
email: ads@
stonebridge 
press.news
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