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BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — 
The search is back on for a 
new principal of Shepherd 
Hill Regional High School 
after the finalists announced 
in April were not recommend-
ed for the job after meeting 
with the public and district 
representatives.

The Principal Search 
Committee had previously 
named Elizabeth York, cur-
rently principal of David 
Prouty High in Spencer, and 
Doug Daponde, assistant 

principal in Mount Everett 
Regional School, as the final-
ists from the initial round of 
interviews. On April 27, Dr. 
Brian Ackerman, assistant 
superintendent for teaching 
and learning for the Dudley 
Charlton Regional School 
District and lead representa-
tive of the Search Committee, 
revealed that neither candi-
date was recommended as the 
final choice for the job.

“After hearing and consol-
idating feedback from all the 
stakeholder cohorts, the deci-
sion has been made to reopen 
the posting for the position 

of principal of Shepherd Hill 
Regional High School,” Dr. 
Ackerman said. “We will look 
to fill this position prior to the 
start of the 2022-2023 school 
year.”

Dr. Ackerman provided 
another update during the 
School Committee’s May 11 
meeting where he revealed 
that 16 candidates have 
applied for the position and 
the Search Committee con-
tinues to work through each 
applicant with the intent of 
naming finalists before the 
end of the month. 

“Currently those applica-

tions have been shared with 
all the members of the team 
and, because of scheduling, 
we’re going to have folks 
review them asynchronously 
on their own time. There’s a 
couple hundred pages of docu-
ments for folks to go through. I 
want to applaud the work and 
confidentiality of the commit-
tee,” said Dr. Ackerman. “The 
goal will be to identify three 
candidates from the group 
to interview and we’re cur-
rently shooting for May 24 as 
that day. After that interview, 
then we’d like to bring for-
ward the finalist candidates 

so that they can connect with 
the assistant principals and 
Superintendent Lamarche.”

Initially the Search 
Committee was going to skip 
the public meet and greet in 
the second cycle of candidates 
due to time constrains, but 
the School Committee recom-
mended the meet and greet 
be part of the process. This 
would push the naming of a 
final candidates until June. 
Dr. Ackerman also confirmed 
that if a candidate is not cho-
sen from the second round a 
backup plan with an interim 
principal is in place. 

Shepherd Hill principal search continues, 
former candidates not recommended

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — A centu-
ry ago, the idea of the private 
automobile was just becom-
ing “a thing.” For many 
people, the primary form of 
transport around town and 
the region was by trolley.

Last Wednesday, Auburn 
historian Ken Ethier told 
a small audience at the 
Southbridge Historical 
Society a bit about that peri-
od. He noted some of his 
knowledge came from his 

grandfather, who worked on 
the lines with four brothers.

The idea, Ethier said, actu-
ally dates back to around 
the Civil War. In Worcester, 
“they started putting tracks 
in” for horse-drawn wagons 
with roofs between Lincoln 
and Webster squares. The 
concept failed financially, 
with a second attempt around 
1870.

The following decade, “this 
new electric thing was getting 
very popular,” and real trol-
leys started taking hold. But 

the firms “had to generate 
[their] own electricity,” typi-
cally using coal, to power the 
600 volt DC lines.

That created hazards. With 
the earliest lines embedded in 
the roads, they occasionally 
saw horses and even people 
get electrocuted by stepping 
on both rails at the same time. 
That prompted people to put 
the lines overhead, where 
they still are in places that 
use trolleys.

BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

CHARLTON — The 
Charlton Police Department 
has a new Sergeant in its 
ranks with the appointment 
of Anthony Gribbons at the 

May 10 meeting of the Board 
of Selectmen.

Gribbons was promoted 
from within the department 
after finishing first on a 
civil service assessment per-
formed several months ago. 
He succeeds Lt. Gary Mason 
who was promoted in the fall.

“Anthony has been a police 
officer for over 18 years. He 
was also dispatch before 
being a police officer. He’s 
been a tremendous asset 
since coming to Charlton. 
He has a bachelor’s degree 
from Assumption College. 

He’s got a master’s degree 
from Anna Maria College. 
He’s also a graduate from the 
Massachusetts School of Law. 
He gets along well with his 
peers, he’s a smart guy, he’s 
hard working, and he wants 
to be here. I think that’s a rec-
ipe for success,” Chief Daniel 
Dowd said of the candidate.

Sgt. Gribbons himself said 
he was happy to continue 
serving the town of Charlton 
and enter a new phase of his 
career in law enforcement. “I 
enjoy working here and all 
the opportunities I’ve had in 
town,” Gribbons said.

Selectmen unanimously 
approved Gribbons appoint-
ment completing a round of 
promotions that has filled out 
the Charlton Police command 
staff over the past year.

BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

CHARLTON — The potential 
for a new town music venue 
in Charlton has been floating 
around for several years, but 
residents got a much clearer 
picture of the concept during 
a meeting of the Board of 
Selectmen on May 10.

Donald Konopacki, 
President of the 501C3 fund-
raising group Charlton Rec 
Friends and a member of the 
Activities Council, appeared 
before selectmen to discuss the 
idea of bringing a bandshell to 
town. While the concept has 
been mentioned at town meet-
ings the larger scope of the idea 
hasn’t seen much attention in 

the public forum. It all started 
in 2017 when a survey showed 
citizen interest in an outdoor 
amphitheater or performance 
space. It was one of only two 
items in the top five on the 
survey that weren’t related to 
local trails. A band stand, a 
more gazebo like alternative to 
a bandshell, was also included 
in Charlton’s seven-year plan 
and Amazon recently commit-
ted $350,000 toward construct-
ing a bandshell in its negoti-
ations with the town over the 
last year.

This has led to citizens won-
dering exactly what this proj-
ect might look like. Konopacki 
hoped to answer those ques-
tions through a presentation 

detailing potential costs and a 
few examples of similar proj-
ects as well as the difference 
between the larger, stage-like 
bandshell and the smaller, less 
performer-friendly band stand.

“A band stand is typical-
ly open air on all sides and 
the problem is the acoustics 
are terrible,” Konopacki told 
selectmen. The current plan 
would erect the bandshell on 
a portion of 4 Dresser Hill 
Road, the home of the Charlton 
Arts & Activities Center. “We 
decided to look and see if we 
could talk with the Recreation 
Committee because it seemed 
like there’s a chance for some 
synergy with our efforts. It’s an 
ideal place to put a bandshell 

because with the Activities 
Center there you can do more 
than just have a concert.”

Konopacki provided visual 
examples of bandshells from 
other communities through-
out not just Massachusetts, 
but the United States with 
varying prices. He assumed 
Charlton’s project would cost 
more than the $350,000 provid-
ed by Amazon. However, he 
noted that the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council offers a 
matching Facilities Grant 
of up to $200,000 which the 
Amazon money would allow 
them to qualify to receive. If 
approved with the maximum 
amount allocated that would 
give the town $550,000 to fund 

the bandshell.
While selectmen liked the 

idea, several stressed that, 
like many other projects, they 
could not support putting the 
burden of the cost on taxpay-
ers. Selectman Bill Borowski 
was honest in stating outside 
funding is likely the only way 
the project will happen.

“My two recommenda-
tions would be one, any type 
of design would fit our rural 
character. I don’t think we 
need anything too avant-garde 
down there. Additionally, the 
other thing is just to be prac-
tical. More than likely we’re 
not going to be able to fund 

Charlton Officer 
Gribbons promoted 

to Sergeant

Please Read TROLLEY, page A2

Courtesy Photo

Pictured, from left, are Chief Daniel Dowd, Newly Promoted Sgt. 
Anthony Gribbons and Lt. Gary Mason.

Please Read BANDSHELL, page A2

Charlton bandshell project details revealed

Photo courtesy Worcester Trolleys Remembered, Stephen Carlson and Thomas Harding

A car from the Southbridge & Sturbridge Street Railway, chartered in 1896, travels down Main St., 
Southbridge.

Trolley talk at 
Southbridge Historical Society



One of them, Cambridge, shut down 
their last trolley (which looks just like 
a bus with overhead power) in March, 
according to WGBH.org. The MBTA 
plans to replace them briefly with die-
sel hybrid buses as the system transi-
tions to full-electric in a couple years.

Ethier said the first trolley in 
Southbridge was running by 1902, with 
the four-mile Southbridge-Sturbridge 
line costing five cents. That year, devel-
opers completed a line to Worcester 

“financed by the Wells family,” which 
provided the “very, very fast time” of 45 
minutes from here to the city.

The Wellses soon found out the per-
son they had as treasurer for the project 
was embezzling money, which he’d used 
to build Overlook Hotel in Charlton and 
Pinehurst Park in Auburn. Overlook, 
now a Masonic nursing home, was 
intended as a stop for the steam train to 
draw rich travelers, “but these million-
aires never really took off,” Ethier said.

Pinehurst was designed basically as 
a way to use the excess electricity. In 
those days, trolley power plants needed 
to run seven days, but only provided 
five days of transport; the extra power 
fueled a small carnival site. But “people 
went out there at night and raised hell,” 

Ethier noted, with various street gangs 
– including the 40 Thieves (male) and 
40 Mollies  (female) – getting into fights 
and vandalizing the place.

Despite such troubles, the trolley 
itself was “really hot for about 20 years, 
profitable,” he said. At its peak, riders 
could take one trolley from Boston to 
Springfield. “Back then, that was quite 
a thing to be able to do,” he said.

Some roads were built specifically for 
them, including Hamilton Street, which 
was the trolley route around the steep 
Main Street hill. The old brick road and 
trolley lines are still under the pave-
ment, with a sample preserved at the 
corner of Hamilton and Main.

Hamer Clarke noted the main local 
stop was where Savers Bank now is. 
Steve Brady said the company erected 
an electric pole right in front of the 
Hartwell’s Pharmacy door. When they 
refused to move it, then-selectman Jack 
Callahan “got an axe and chopped the 
pole down,” he said. 

Maureen Doyle observed this time 
period was chronicled fictionally in 
Robert McMaster’s book Trolley Days, 
which focuses on Southbridge and the 
Springfield area.

Farmers helped the system expand, 
but “usually didn’t want anything to do 
with it” at first, Ethier said. The trolley 
firms often offered to provide the farms 

with electricity and a stop to run the 
trolley line across their property. Those 
stops “quite often turned into somebody 
selling bread, groceries, bullets” and 
other products to the travelers who got 
off. Similarly, he said, the dairies soon 
found “they could send [their milk] in 
and not have to worry about it at all;” 
previously, they’d have had to take all 
day to cart their milk to Worcester.

Residents of Southbridge were also 
skeptical at first, fearing “it’d take all 
kinds of business from the business-
men in town,” he added. But it proved 
just the opposite, drawing people to 
town.

The trolley system was eventually 
killed off by the rising popularity of 
Model T Fords, bankruptcy, and col-
lusion between several companies 
that profited from cars and buses. 
The 1949 US v. National City Lines 
Supreme Court decision found General 
Motors, Firestone Tire, Standard Oil 
of California, Phillips Petroleum, and 
Mack Trucks guilty of conspiracy to 
buy up and destroy trolley lines in 
multiple US cities, but only fined them 
$1 each.

By then, trolleys were all but defunct 
in most places. Sometimes, drivers of 
the more accessible cars “would ride 
along the [trolley] lines, and if it was five 
cents, they’d take you for three cents,” 
Ethier said. He noted the last area trol-
ley ran the Worcester to Leicester route 
in the 1930s.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 
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SEE OUR FLYER IN THIS WEEK’S ISSUE FOR GREAT DEALS ON APPLIANCES!

NOW $299

ASPHALT PAVING SPECIALIST
Quality Work Guaranteed

M.L. PARTLOW & SON, INC.

FULLY 
INSURED

       Commercial Parking Lots
Residential Driveways 

Roadways • New or Resurfacing 
Berms • Sidewalks 

Commercial Seal Coating • Crack Filling
Call us today for a free estimate 

(508) 347-8956  FAX (508)347-7099
Email: MLPARTLOWANDSON@AOL.COM

PAVING

Spring is Here!
Perfect time for your paving projects

Since 
1998

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SERVICE HOURS ~
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday 8am-Noon

www.lamoureuxford.com

Spring Service Event

Ignition Spark Plug Replacement, 
Complete Brake Service/per axle, 

Installation of four Tires with Alignment, 
or any combination of two of the 

following: BG Power Steering Flush, 
BG Automatic Transmission Flush, 

BG Front or Rear 
Differential Flush, BG PTU Flush, 

BG Brake System Flush, 
BG Coolant Flush. 

Coupon can be stacked and combined with 
manufacturers offers. Share your e-mail 

with our service advisors and get signed up 
for Ford Pass Rewards. points that can be 

redeemed at your next service visit or sign up 
at home by visiting, 

www.fordpassrewards.com
and start earning points today.

Expires 7/1/22

Coupon for $20 OFF
any of these services

Buy four select tires, 
get a $70 rebate by mail
or earn 30,000 FordPass™ 

Rewards bonus Points 
(up to $150 value).*

On these name brands: 
Goodyear, Dunlop, Michelin,® Pirelli,® 

Continental, Bridgestone, Firestone, 
Yokohama,® Hankook, Toyo® and Nitto.®

FordPass Rewards members also earn 
10 Points per $1 spent on Ford Service.

*Dealer-installed retail purchases only. Limit one offer per vehicle. 
Medium/commercial Toyo® tires are excluded. Must be enrolled 
in FordPass Rewards to receive FordPass Rewards bonus Points. 
Points are not redeemable for cash or check. See the FordPass Re-
wards Program terms and conditions at FordPassRewards.com for 
information regarding expiration, redemption, forfeiture and other 
limitations on FordPass Rewards Points. Points will be awarded with-
in five weeks of rebate submission. Offer valid 4/1/22 to 6/30/22. 

Submit rebate by 7/31/22 by 
mail-in rebate form or online 
at FordOwner.com. Cannot 
be combined with any other 
tire manufacturer-sponsored 
rebate/offer. See participat-
ing U.S. dealership for ve-
hicle applications and offer 
details. Expires 6/30/22.

Works Package 
starting at $59.95

Exp. 12/31/21

The Works®* synthetic blend 
oil change and more

• Tire Rotation and 
Pressure Check

• Brake Inspection
• Vehicle Checkup
• Fluid Top-Off
• Battery Test
• Filter Check
• Belts and Hoses Check

*Up to six quarts of Motorcraft® oil and 
Motorcraft oil filter. Hybrid battery test 
excluded. Motorcraft® is a registered 
trademark of Ford Motor Company. See 
participating U.S. dealership for exclusions 
and details. Expires 12/31/22.

Meet FordPass.™ The only app that lets you earn complimentary maintenance and puts Rewards, Roadside Assistance166 and 
connectivity5 in the palm of your hand. *Ask your service advisor about our FORD PASS REWARDS PROGRAM… it’s FREE!

508.826.4504
www.inlanddocks.com

Fully Insured & Licensed

• Seasonal Installations & Repairs
• New Installations
• Shore Side Docks

• Docks • Decks 

TROLLEY
continued from page    A1

this with anything except the money 
from Amazon and any additional grant 
money,” said Borowski.

Cost aside, selectmen saw the band-
shell as a good idea. Selectwoman 
Barbara Zurawski called it an import-
ant tool to further increase Charlton’s 
sense of community and culture. “I 
think it’s crucial to the cultural develop-
ment of any town to have some kind of 
a place of gathering for the community 
to come out and enjoy life. It’s just that 
simple. I think this is a great idea and a 
great opportunity for this town to have 
such a thing,” she said.

Town Administrator Andrew Golas 
concluded the conversation recom-
mending that a Bandshell Building 
Committee be formed to produce an 
RFP and plans for the project as well as 
more solidified costs which would help 
with applying for grant funding to see 
the project through. 

BANDSHELL
continued from page    A1
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
TO CELEBRATE THE 

100TH 
ANNIVERSARY

of East Brookfield

the youngest  town in the 
Commonwealth!

NEXT WEEK
Sat. May 28 @ 9:30 am

Historical Talk
Ed Londergan

Murder in the Brookfields 
(Spooner/Newton Murders)

TOWN HALL – FREE & 
open to the public

Coming up…
Sat. June 4 • 2:00 pm & 

3:30 pm Seatings
History and Dessert at 

Podunk Chapel
$5.00 per person

Fri. June 10 @ 7:00 pm
Coast Guard Band

EB Elementary School
FREE (tickets required for entry)

Tickets for these events 
are available at the library 

or by email:  
EB100th@gmail.com

See Facebook @EB100th or 
tinyurl.com/EB100th for details 

on all events!

Join us this Spring!

Office 
Assistant 
Part-time as needed

Typing, small projects, 
online research 

Call 
508-450-8926

Hi! My name is Shyanne and I am a 
social butterfly! 

Shyanne is a funny, caring, and outgoing 
young lady of Caucasian descent. She 
is known as a social butterfly that makes 
friends easily and enjoys spending time 
with her peers. Shyanne is also able to 
hold conversations with the adults in her 
life and is able to request attention from 
them in an appropriate manner. Shyanne 
is very artistic and is an especially tal-
ented drawer. She is also interested in 
participating in sports, such as soccer, 
track, and jiu-jitsu. Shyanne is special in 
that she can find the positive in almost 
any situation and is very insightful. She 
is very in-tune with her emotions and the 
emotions of others around her. 
Shyanne is a good student overall. She 

works with her teachers to improve her math skills and appreciates receiving 
support to complete her homework. Shyanne would like to attend college in 
the future and would like to pursue a career in teaching. She loves to be help-
ful and enjoys assisting others with the daily routines in life. 
Legally freed for adoption, Shyanne’s biological parents have an open adop-
tion agreement to stay in contact with her. She also has siblings that she is 
very bonded with, so a potential family would need to facilitate these relation-
ships as she grows. We are seeking a family of any constellation, including 
other siblings in the home. She will thrive in a home with a strong maternal 
role model that can set appropriate limits and boundaries. Shyanne does well 
in a family setting and is eager to find her forever home. Social workers would 
like to find a family that has parented before and understands how trauma 
affects a child’s ability to process emotions. A patient family that is willing to 
build trust with Shyanne over time is ideal. 

https://www.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/6524  

Can I Adopt? 
 If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t 
have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massa-
chusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help 
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at (617) 964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. Start the process today and give a waiting child a permanent place 
to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Shyanne - 05/15 
Age 12 

Town of Sturbridge – Program Referee
The Town of Sturbridge is currently seeking applicants for the po-
sition of Basketball Program Referee. Recreation Basketball Pro-
grams meet on Wednesdays and Thursdays, June 1 2022- July 14, 
2022 from 7:00-9:00 PM at the Cedar Recreation Area. Prior reffing 
experience preferred. Starting rate of pay is $15.75 per hour.

Sturbridge is a Drug-Free workplace and EOE.  Applications can be 
downloaded at www.sturbridge.gov.  

Please submit applications to Sturbridge Recreation Department, 
301 Main St, Sturbridge, MA 01566 or email to recreation@stur-
bridge.gov 

Applications accepted until filled however priority consideration 
will be given to applicants applying by noon on May 27, 2022. 

James Amorello is looking to make history
HOLDEN/WORCESTER — At 24, 

James Amorello is 
looking to make history as the third 

youngest State 
Senator ever elected in the 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, as he vies to become 

the first person to 
serve the new Worcester and 

Hampshire State Senate 
District. 
Amorello was raised in both 

Worcester and Holden, 
playing basketball, golfing, and grow-

ing up with friends 
and family throughout the district. 

James’ upbringing led 
him to understand that hard work 

leads to success. His 
uncles, Joe and Jim run A.F. Amorello 

& Sons, Inc. a 
company that has been passed down 

from father to son 
for three generations dating back to 

1914. Another uncle, 
Dan Amorello, built Dan Amorello 

Services, Inc. from the 
ground up. His father, Robert, is a 

prominent Worcester 

County trial lawyer. 
James Amorello’s experiences living 

in both Holden and 
Worcester, give him a unique and 

informed understanding 
of this Senate District and the people 

living in it. He also 
spent a year living in Queens, New 

York while studying at 
St. John’s University. 
“I am excited to have the opportu-

nity to serve everybody in our new 
Worcester and Hampshire Senate 
District. People are ready for change 
in Massachusetts. They are excited to 
meet a young Republican with common 
sense ideas and care for people that can 
be easily applied to 

the State Senate District,” said 
Amorello. 

In addition to his Senate bid, 
Amorello plays basketball recreation-
ally and serves on the Holden Board 
of Registrars. He is also active on the 
local Republican Town Committee, and 
manages his investments in the stock 
market.

Amorello has studied the economy 
extensively and 

understands what causes it to react as 
it does in real- 

time and on a historic basis. He knows 
the importance of 

implementing responsible public pol-
icies that work for, 

not against the people. 
“We have all been hurt by failed eco-

nomic policies, 
responsible for driving inflation to 

near record highs,” 
says Amorello. “We must teach finan-

cial literacy in 
schools, and encourage fiscal respon-

sibility in future 
generations. Additionally, we need to 

protect small 
businesses, that provide goods to us 

and bring value 
daily. We must make things less 

expensive for people.”
The election is Nov. 8. Those interest-

ed in supporting James can donate on 
winred and by mailing contributions to:

James Amorello Committee 
P.O. Box 181
Holden, MA 01520

Courtesy photo

James Amorello

Fiskdale’s Ellithorpe 
graduates from 

SUNY ESF
On May 7, Emily Ellithorpe graduat-

ed Magna Cum Laude with her B.S. in 
Environmental Resources Engineering 
from SUNY ESF (State University of 
New York Environmental Science 
and Forestry). Throughout her past 
four years as an undergraduate she 
was involved in many clubs includ-
ing Engineers Without Borders and 
New Student Orientation. She was 
also involved in the New York Water 
Environment Association where she 
worked on community projects, trav-
eled to compete in design competi-
tions and held both President and Vice 
President positions. She was a member 
of the timber sports team where she 
helped carry on the women’s team leg-
acy by bringing home the spring meet 
trophy this past season. Emily will 
be working at an engineering firm in 
Syracuse to pursue water and waste-
water design projects.

Courtesy photo

Emily Ellithorpe

Local firefighters from 
Charlton, Southbridge to 
graduate from State Fire 
Academy

STOW — State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey and Massachusetts 
Firefighting Academy (MFA) leadership 
will present certificates of completion to 
61 graduating recruits during ceremo-
nies, including locals from Charlton and 
Southbridge in the Springfield campus.
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It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com

If it’s important to you, 
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TO PLACE AN AD IN THE 
CHARLTON VILLAGER:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

JUNE SIMAKAUSKAS

(508) 909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news
TO PLACE AN AD IN THE 
STURBRIDGE VILLAGER:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

MIKAELA VICTOR

(774) 200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Chalrton Villager
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: news@st onebr idgepr ess.news 
OR send to Chalrton VillageP.O. Box 
90, Southbridge, MA 01550’

The Charlton Villager (USPS#024-
954) , The Sturbridge Villager
(USPS#024-955) is published weekly 
by Stonebridge Press, Inc., 25 Elm St., 
Southbridge, MA  01550.  Periodical 
postage paid at Southbridge, MA  01550.
POSTMASTER:  Send address chang-
es to Charlton Villager, P. O. Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA  01550.

PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

FRANK G. CHILINSKI

860-928-1818 EXT. 103
frank@stonebridgepress.news

BUSINESS MANAGER

RYAN CORNEAU

860-928-1818 EXT. 102
ryan@salmonpress.news

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

JIM DINICOLA

508-764-6102
jim@stonebridgepress.news

EDITOR

BRENDAN BERUBE

508-909-4106
news@stonebridgepress.news

PRODUCTION MANAGER

JULIE CLARKE

860-928-1818, EXT. 305 
julie@villagernewspapers.com

THE VILLAGER PUBLISHED BY
STONEBRIDGE PRESS

CHURCH LISTINGS
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond 
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford 
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., 
Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England 
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, 
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

OPEN TO CLOSE
TOWN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PUBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

POST OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) .............  (800) 275-8777

SCHOOLS
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

VILLAGER
ALMANAC

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

REAL ESTATE

BRIMFIELD
$300,000, 100 Crestwood Rd, Friberg, 

Ann M, and Waterman, Bryan, to 
Hammond, Erica, and Cable, Brandon.

CHARLTON
$295,000, 33 Baylies Rd, S Middlesex 

Hsng Corp, to Venture Cmnty Svcs 
Inc.

$110,000, Jennings Rd #20, Gair 
LLC, to Dzieminski, Adrian, and 
Dzieminski, Stephanie J.

$30,000, Colburn Rd #2, Bond Jr, 
Lowell H, and Bond, Stephen L, to 
Bond, Elaine.

HOLLAND
$355,000, 121 Stafford Rd, Kruppert, 

Gordon, and Kruppert, Diane L, to 
Alicea, Andrew, and Edmonds, 
Alyssa.

STURBRIDGE
$475,000, 381 New Boston Rd, 

Lavallee, Karen, and Arduini, Gayle, 
to Zukas, Peter, and Zukas, Lynn.

$420,000, 146 Cedar St, Lomme, 
James A, and Lomme, Linda P, to 
Clark, Kathlyn, and Clark, Daniel.

$375,000, 28 Sturbridge Hills Rd #28, 
Darrin, David B, and Mapplebeck-
Darrin, Leigh, to Lucier, Robert, and 
Lorion-Lucier, Carole A.

Center of Hope Foundation runs successful 
Cinco de Mile Road Race

SOUTHBRIDGE — Disability aware-
ness, inclusion, and equal opportunities 
are just some of the many reasons why 
people gathered at the Center of Hope 
Foundation (CoHF) and participated 
in the Cinco de Mile Road Race, run-
ning through Southbridge on Saturday, 
April 30.

If you ask people what they hope 
for, from most you will hear answers 
like: good luck, good health, and good 
fortune. Now if you ask a person with 
disabilities what they hope for, you will 
hear answers like: to be included, to 

have the same opportunities as every-
one else, and to be treated the same as 
others. That is what this road race is 
about.

The Cinco de Mile not only raised 
money to help support our programs, 
but it also gave people who can’t run 
a race the opportunity to participate 
and cross the finish line. The smile 
on everyone’s face is why we do what 
we do, and we couldn’t do it without 
the support from local businesses and 
members of the community. Together 
we make a difference and thank all the 

businesses who sponsored this event 
and everyone who came and participat-
ed in the race.

 Congratulations to the top 5K finish-
ers, Monique Perron and Kyle Graves, 
and to our 10K top finishers, Emily 
Dickson and Paul Watson.

We would also like to thank The Hoyt 
Foundation and Team Hoyt for their 
generous donation of $15k. Russ and 
Rick Hoyt presented the check after 
Rick participated as a Team Hoyt Duo 
with his nephews. We are truly grateful 
for The Hoyt Foundation’s support and 

are proud to be a partner with a family 
who makes such a positive impact on 
the disability community. “Thank you 
for all you do.” 

Once again, we would like to thank 
our sponsors: Team Hoyt, The Hoyt 
Foundation, Sam Adams, Angel Guard 
Products, Sneakerama, Cornerstone 
Bank, Southbridge Credit Union, OFS 
Fitel, Burrito Hut, Lamoureux Ford, 
Southbridge Tire, Exsel Advertising, 
and Cormier Jewelers. 

HAMDEN, Conn. — A pair of Charlton 
natives recently accomplished high 
marks at Quinnipiac University.

Gabrielle Figueroa was recently 
inducted into the university’s Gamma 
Rho Chapter of The Phi Sigma Biological 
Sciences Honors Society at Quinnipiac 
University.

The Phi Sigma Society is the national 
honor society devoted to the promotion 
of undergraduate and graduate student 

research and academic excellence in 
the biological sciences. The inductees 
were selected for membership based 
upon academic major, grade-point aver-
age and participation in research.

Veronica Dias DeSouza was inducted 
into Quinnipiac’s chapter of Lambda 
Pi Eta, the National Communication 
Association’s official honor society, 
during a recent ceremony.

To be eligible for induction, students 

must complete 60 semester credit-hours; 
have a minimum overall cumulative 
grade point average of 3.0; complete the 
equivalent of 12 semester credit-hours 
in communication studies; have a mini-
mum GPA of 3.25 for all communication 
studies courses and be enrolled as a stu-
dent in good standing, as determined by 
the institution’s policies.

Charlton natives inducted into 
honor societies at 

Quinnipiac University

On Thursday, June 16 area 
seniors are joining Bob Wilby 
of Paxton to first have lunch 
at DiMillo’s famous floating 
restaurant on the water-
front of downtown Portland, 
Maine. After a delicious 
lunch of either Honey Baked 
Scallops or Baked Stuffed 
Chicken Breast, served with 
New England clam chowder, 
potato and vegetable, fin-
ished off with bread pudding 
with bourbon sauce, we will 
have a short walk to the pier.

At the pier, we will 
board the Casco Bay Lines 
Mailboat. This is a work-
ing boat that delivers mail, 
freight and groceries to the 
residents and a few business-
es of the many Casco Bay 
Islands. From the boat we see 
the beauty of these islands. 
As we leave the harbor, we 
will see firsthand the indus-

try of the port of Portland, 
Maine.

Our Wilson bus will depart 
the Paxton Senior Center at 
9 a.m. on Thursday, June 16. 
Reservations are needed by 
May 26 to Bob Wilby. You can 
email him at rwilby@char-
ter.net or call (508) 792-4662.

Checks should be made 
payable to Wilson Bus Lines 
and mailed to Bob at 11 
Tanglewood Rd, Paxton, MA 
01612 by June 1. With your 
check, please include your 
luncheon entree choice.

The cost of this wonderful 
day on the Maine coast is 
$126 per person.

Our trips are open to all 
area citizens and ages. Please 
join us!

Save the date of 
Wednesday, July 13, as we 
travel to Southern Maine for 
a Lobster Bake.

Area seniors to 
view the scenery of 

Casco Bay

IT’S GOIN’ 
DOWN!

CHECK OUT THE 
SPORTS ACTION!
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Your Ad Here
Call Today!

CATEGORY OF YOUR CHOICE 

To advertise in 

The Local 

Service Provider Directory 

Contact June 
at 508-909-4062  

Jsima@stonebridgepress.news All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $240/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Spring
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
pepinwasteservice@verizon.net 

Fully Insured

LOCAL SERVICE PROVIDERS

GENERAL LANDSCAPING 
with Mowing, Shrub Trimming and Mulch

Walks, Walls and New Lawns

Jon’s Lawns & 
Harrison Landscaping

(508) 248-5488 
www.harrisonlandscaping.com

Experience • Insured • Dependable • Affordable

LANDSCAPING

Looking For A Few More 
Regular Mowing Accounts

SERVICES OFFERED:
• Mowing weekly or twice per month
• Spring & Fall clean-ups
• Downspout Drainage
• Shrub pruning, planting & mulching
• Patios & Paver Walkways

"Quality counts 
when no one 
is looking."

Asphalt paving 
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre

 Proprietor 

No Job or Problem 
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com

Fully Insured

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

 Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by Cruise Con-
trol Transportation Inc. Pursuant to the 
provisions of G.L. c. 255, Section 39A. 
that on or after June 4,2022 at Cruise 
Control Transportation Inc. the following 
motor vehicle/s will be sold at private 
sale to satisfy our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing charges, 
care and expenses of notices and sale 
of said vehicle
2015, Ford Fiesta  
VIN: 3FADP4BJXFM189410
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Gary H Deadder
38 Carousel Dr.
Millbury, Ma 01527
2006 Mercedes Benz, E class 
Vin: WBUF56J66A859348
LAST REGISTERED OWNER : 
Nicole Chege 
24 George St 
Dudley Ma ,01571
2006 Hyundai Sante Fe
Vin: KM8SC73E86U085828
LAST REGISTERED OWNER : 
Sheilla Eugenie Desert 
445 Dennison Drive 
Southbridge Ma, 01550
May 20, 2022
May 27, 2022
June 3, 2022

LEGALS

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy students 
inducted into National Technical Honor Society
DOUGLAS — Four Bay Path Practical 

Nursing Academy students were 
inducted into the National Technical 
Honor Society (NTHS) on Sunday, May 
8 during an in-person ceremony held 
amidst the apple blossoms at Douglas 
Orchard and Farms. The outside event 
marked the seventh annual induction 
ceremony for the Academy.

Every year, practical nursing stu-
dents eagerly look forward to this pres-
tigious event, according to Academy 
Director, Dr. Gretheline Bolandrina, 
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN. “Being inducted 
into the NTHS and making it through 
nursing school is a feather in their cap! 
The PN students juggle school, work, 
and family life, it is quite a feat to be 
inducted to the NTHS,” said Bolandrina, 
who has been organizing the induction 
ceremony for the last 7 years. This year 
is the third year the NTHS induction 
was held at the Douglas Orchard and 
Farms. 

The practical nursing students are eli-
gible for induction based on their grade 
point average, faculty recommendation, 
character, and leadership involvement 

in extracurricular activities, and clubs. 
These characteristics reflect the mem-
ber attributes of the National Technical 
Honor Society which are skill, honesty, 
service, responsibility, scholarship, cit-
izenship, and leadership.

“It is amazing how serendipitous-
ly we ended at Douglas Orchard and 
Farms to celebrate our student nurses’ 
achievements at the start of COVID-
19 pandemic three years ago turned 
into tradition. Our practical nursing 
students and their families enjoyed the 
beautiful setting of Douglas Orchard 
and Farms,” added Bolandrina. “The 
practical nursing students remain resil-
ient, kind, and caring. They navigated 
the rigorous program through these 
challenging times and continue to par-
ticipate in many volunteer activities to 
help the community.”

PN Class of 2022 NTHS Inductees 
were Sarah Garcia of Charlton, 
Kennedy Irungu of Shrewsbury, Eunice 

Kamau, and Marvellous Undag, both of 
Worcester.

Courtesy photo

Sarah Garcia of Charlton was one of four Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Academy students 
inducted into the National Technical Honor 
Society.

CHARLTON — Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy full-time faculty, 
Dr. Ana Olivar, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN 
completed the ACEN (Accreditation 
Commission for Education in Nursing) 
administrator’s workshop and Self-
study forum held at Alexandria, Va. The 
ACEN “supports the interests of nurs-
ing education, nursing practice, and the 
public by providing specialized accredi-

tation for all levels of nursing education 
and transition-to-practice programs. As 
the leading authority in nursing edu-
cation accreditation, the goal of the 
ACEN is to be a supportive partner in 
strengthening the quality of nursing 
education and transition-to-practice 
programs.” Dr. Olivar of Rutland com-
pleted her Doctor of Education degree 
at Northcentral University (NCU). She 
previously earned her Master of Science 
in Nursing from Walden University 
(Nursing Education Track) in 2013 
and Bachelor of Science in Nursing at 
the Cebu City Medical Center College 
in Nursing in the Philippines in 1996. 
She is a registered nurse with more 
than 25 years of experience in the class-
room as full-time faculty, managerial 
as RN Manager, and as RN/Weekend 
Supervisor. She has held teaching posi-
tions at Blackstone Valley Technical 
School, Quinsigamond Community 
College, and Massachusetts Bay 
Community College. She has held 
nursing positions at University 
Commons UMass Memorial Health 
Care, Neuro Rehabilitation Center at 
Worcester (Ventilator Unit), Whittier 
Rehabilitation Hospital and West Side 
House.

In attendance with Dr. Olivar was 
Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN 
Ed, RN, CRRN Academy Director. 
According to ACEN, “the Program 
Administrator Workshop is designed 
and developed specifically for program 
administrators, faculty, coordinators, 

and other positions that have admin-
istrative responsibilities for the nurs-
ing program and/or nursing education 
unit.  Workshop topics include roles/
responsibilities for program leaders, 
themes from ACEN Standards and 
Criteria, integration of ACEN policies, 
and maintenance of ACEN accredita-
tion.”

At the Self-study workshop, both Dr. 
Olivar and Dr. Bolandrina reviewed 
six ACEN Standards with the ACEN 
in-house nurse educators and gained a 
deeper understanding of each Criterion 
within the Standards. The goal is to sup-
port nursing faculty and administrators 
with demonstrating compliance and 
provide guidance for writing the Self-
Study Report for individual programs 
in preparation for the ACEN site visit.

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 
runs a 40-week, (10-month), full-time, 
Monday through Friday, evening pro-
gram. The program begins mid-August 
and is completed in late June. Graduates 
receive a Practical Nursing Certificate 
and are eligible to take the NCLEX-PN 
licensure exam. The Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy is fully approved by 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Executive Office of Health and Human 
Services Department of Public Health, 
Board of Registration in Nursing 
(www.mass.gov/dph/boards/rn). The 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 
is accredited by the Commission on 
Occupational Education (www.council.
org).

Courtesy photo

Dr. Ana Olivar, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN

Bay Path’s Dr. Olivar Completes 
ACEN Workshop in Virginia
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Family Dining & Gift Guide
For Lent, Easter and Everyday! 

Easter is April 17!
Visit these fine establishments for great food, beverages, take-out and gift certificates!

 Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033 
www.charliesdiner.com

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Fri, 5/20 & Sat, 5/21 (a�er 5pm)

HADDOCK PARM

SALMON OSCAR

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $17.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

BOOKING FUNCTIONS FOR ANY SIZE 
GATHERING 10-250 GUESTS

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 6/30/22

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.comGift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 
HOURS: WED-SUN 8am-9pm * Closed Mon & Tues

Friday 5/20 & Saturday 5/21 • A�er 5 pm
SALMON OSCAR

�ank you for your continued support 
and for shopping and dining locally 

Join us to Dine-In or Take-Out 

Visit these fine 
establishments 
for great food 

and 
entertainment

DINE OUT & 
SEE A SHOW!

Cornerstone Bank and CEO recognized by 
YMCA of Central Massachusetts

WORCESTER — Cornerstone 
Bank, a community bank 
with 12 locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts, along 
with Chief Executive Officer 
Todd Tallman were recently 
awarded the YMCA of Central 
Massachusetts’ Strengthening 
Foundations of Community 
Award. For more than 20 
years, Cornerstone Bank has 
served not only as a banking 
partner to the YMCA, but also 
provided volunteer and finan-
cial support to the organiza-
tion. Leading by example was 
Tallman, who is an active and 
engaged supporter of YMCA’s 
mission and cause.

“I was so honored to receive 
this award along with my entire 
organization,” said Tallman. 

“I firmly believe the YMCA of 
Central Massachusetts chang-
es the lives of many in our 
community, and I have been so 
proud over the past two decades 
to have a small hand in their 
success. I want to thank all 
my colleagues for also adopting 
those same values and jumping 
in to volunteer and raise funds 
for the Y.”

Over the years, Cornerstone 
Bank has supported the YMCA 
through annual and capital 
campaigns, youth development 
program grants, and a multi-
tude of event sponsorships, 
including the YMCA’s Annual 
Golf Classic. Tallman and the 
Cornerstone team have also 
volunteered at the United Way 
Day of Caring at Camp Foskett, 

run by the YMCA of Central 
Massachusetts.

“We look forward to a contin-
ued partnership with our local 
YMCA,” continued Tallman. 
“The aligned values of the Y 
and Cornerstone Bank include 
supporting our communities, 
educating and enriching the 
lives of children, and helping 
our neighbors in need. Our 
area of the state is a better 
place because of the YMCA, 
and we are excited to continue 
collaborating with this fulfill-
ing organization.”

The Strengthening 
Foundations of Community 
Award was presented at the 
YMCA’s 158th Annual Meeting 
& Volunteer Recognition Event 
held on April 20, 2022.

WORCESTER — The sump-
tuous and tantalizing sounds of 
some of the most beloved Italian 
operas will fill Mechanics Hall 
on Sunday, May 22 during a 
special performance to bene-
fit the great Worcester Organ. 
“An Afternoon of Italian 
Opera” will feature well-known 
musical selections, includ-
ing excerpts from Puccini’s 
Madame Butterfly, Verdi’s La 
traviata, Donizetti’s Lucia 
di Lammermoor and L’elisir 
d’amore (The Elixir of Love), 
performed by Ukrainian sopra-
no, Olga Lisovskaya, Neapolitan 
tenor Giovanni Formisano, and 
Leonardo Ciampa at the piano. 
The benefit concert, organized 
by The Friends of the Worcester 
Organ and held at Mechanics 
Hall, 321 Main Street, Worcester, 
begins at 4pm.  Tickets are $20 
per person and can be purchased 
at mechanicshall.org or by call-

ing the Mechanics Hall Box 
Office at 508-752-5608.

“The Worcester Organ is the 
centerpiece of our exquisite 
Great Hall. And it is also the 
pride of our city, whose past gen-
erosity helped pay to build the 
organ in 1864, as well as restore 
the Hall in 1977,” said Kathleen 
Gagne, Executive Director of 
Mechanics Hall. “We are grateful 
to The Friends of the Worcester 
Organ for organizing this very 
special celebration of Italian 
opera to support this magnifi-
cent instrument.”

“It is one of the greatest honors 
of my life to play and compose for 
the Worcester Organ, which was 
constructed by the Hook broth-
ers of Boston, among the coun-
try’s greatest 19th-century organ 
builders” said Leonardo Ciampa, 
Mechanics Hall Composer-in-
Residence and organizer of “An 
Afternoon of Italian Opera.” 

“This outstanding instrument is 
truly a “Stradivarius” of organs, 
one of the best ever built and 
a treasure that needs constant 
maintenance and care. With this 
special celebration, The Friends 
of the Worcester Organ hope 
to raise important funds so the 
organ continues to delight gen-
erations to come.”

The doors to Mechanics Hall 
will open at 3:30pm on the day 
of the event.  The accessible 
entrance is located on Waldo 
Street. Elevators are located in 
the ground-floor lobby and pro-
vide access to the second and 
third floors; there is no elevator 
access to the balcony. Those who 
need assistance can contact the 
Mechanics Hall Ticket Office, 
Monday through Friday from 
9:30am to 4:30pm, by calling 508-
752-5608.

‘An Afternoon of Italian 
Opera’ to benefit Worcester 
Organ at Mechanics Hall The Sturbridge Historical 

Society meeting will be held 
on Thursday, May 26 at The 
Publick House Historical Inn 
on The Sturbridge Common. 
Our guest speaker will be 
Emily Thomas, history pro-
fessor at Nichols College on 
the life of Clara Barton.

Emily Thomas’s program 
will cover Clara Barton’s long 
and active life as a teacher, 
civil war nurse, and president 
of The American Red Cross. 
After highlighting her teach-
ing career and work at the 
patent office in Washington 
D.C., she will focus on her 
work during the Civil War, 
including Battles of Antietam 
and Fredericksburg. The pro-
gram will conclude Clara 
Barton’s founding of The 
American Red Cross in 1881.

Emily Thomas received a 
BA in History and an AMA 
from Clark University in 
Worcester and has been 
teaching history at Nichols 

College. Since 2000 her 
teachings include Women’s 
History, Medical History, 
Civil Rights Movements and 
a History of Ghosts. Emily is 
a tour guide and researcher at 
the Clara Barton Birthplace 
Museum in North Oxford, 
MA and is currently working 
on an encyclopedic volume of 
Clara Barton’s life that will 
be published by Rowman and 
Litchfield.

Historical Society meet-
ings are free of charge with 
dessert and meeting room 
provided by Michael Glick, 
Publick House Innkeeper. 
Our sincere thanks go out to 
Mr. Glick. Meetings are held 
September through May on 
the fourth Thursday of the 
month except November and 
December. November meet-
ing is held the first Thursday 
in December. All meetings 
start at 7 p.m. Public is wel-
come.

Sturbridge Historical 
Society meeting set 

for May 26
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Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
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& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Spring
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

H.V.A.C.

30 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com

davidsheatandac.com

508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED

Free Estimates

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
David’s

Specializing in 
Installations
Mitsubishi 

Heat Pumps
Gas & Oil Furnaces
Mass Save Rebates
Up to $1,250 per ton

Mass Save Contractor

2-year Warranty on all 
Installations 

Licensed and Insured 

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEEDSAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Masonry

SAUNDERSSAUNDERSSAUNDERSSAUNDERSSAUNDERSSAUNDERSSAUNDERSSAUNDERSSAUNDERSSAUNDERS
MASONRY and WATERPROOFING

• Chimneys  
• Stonework
• Restoration
• Tuck Pointing

• Retaining Walls
• Walks
• Chimney

Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed & Insured

508-450-1756
stvnstm@aol.com

SaundersMasonryWaterproofing.com

Talk 
or 

Text
413-289-9428

1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 5/31/22. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

PAINTING
bill greene 

painting

low rates
reliable 
service

quality work
power 

washing
log cabin 

refinishing

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Senior Discounts 

APPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

GUTTERS
• Cleanings 
• Repairs  
• Installations 
508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp
Licensed & Insured

Black Diamond 
Lawn Care

Professional work 
at prices beating 
the competition!

Cleanups
Mowing •Plowing

Mulching
Hedge Trimming

Patios, Etc…

Seth Goudreau
774.402.4694

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Experienced & Ambitious

Lawn Care

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality 
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering
JOHN DALY

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf protection 
with gutter installation 

with this ad
Offer exp. 7/1/22

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279  

gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 
Need new gutters… Look no further!

Gutters

Limit one per customer per household. Does not apply to 
premium micro mesh screening.

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly 

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services
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Life doesn’t always go as planned. For 
example, you might think you’ll retire 
at 65 or later, when you’ll be eligible for 
Medicare. But if you retire before then, 
how will you pay for your health care?

Without insurance, you risk incur-
ring thousands of dollars of expenses if 
you are injured or become seriously ill. 
And if you must pay for these costs out 
of pocket, you might have to dip into 
your IRA, 401(k) or other retirement 
accounts earlier than you had planned 
– which could result in a less desirable 
retirement lifestyle than you had envi-
sioned.

What, then, are your 
options? It depends on 
your situation, but here 
are four possibilities:

Employer retiree 
health benefits – If your 
former employer offers 
health coverage to retir-
ees, it could well be your 
best choice, especially if 
the employer continues 
to pay a share of the pre-
miums. However, fewer 
employers are offering 
continuing health cover-
age to former employees, 

and among those who do, they may use 
certain criteria – such as length of ser-
vice and position within the company 
– to limit eligibility.

Spouse’s plan – If you’re married and 
your spouse still has employer-provid-
ed insurance, you may be able to get 
coverage under this plan or continue 
this coverage if you  have it already. If 
the employer subsidizes premiums for 
spouses, this plan could be an affordable 
choice – if not, though, it might be more 
expensive than other options.

COBRA – The Consolidated Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA) 
allows you to maintain your existing 
coverage with the same benefits and 
provider network. However, COBRA 
is typically only available for a specific 
time – usually 18 months – after you 
leave your employer, and coverage can 
be expensive. Your previous employer 
subsidized a portion of the premium as 
a benefit, but once you’ve retired, you’ll 
likely have to pay the entire premium, 
plus an additional charge.

ACA Marketplace plan – Through the 
Affordable Care Act Marketplace, you 
can find a variety of plans from which 
to choose, possibly including ones that 
include your existing network. If you 
qualify for subsidies, the premiums 
for your coverage may be similar to 
employer-sponsored coverage; if not, 
though, they can be more expensive. 
For information on ACA Marketplace 
plans, visit www.healthcare.gov.

If you have options for health insur-
ance, you’ll want to take into account 
differences in coverage and cost. Check 
whether your desired health care pro-
viders are in-network and try to deter-
mine if your current medications and 
the benefits you rely on are covered. 
You may also want to consider a plan 
that allows you to open a health savings 
account (HSA), which offers potential 
tax benefits. To contribute to an HSA, 
you must be covered by a high deduct-
ible health plan (HDHP), so there’s that 
cost to consider, but if you’re in gener-
ally good health and you don’t expect 
to depend heavily on your health insur-
ance until you’re eligible for Medicare, 
you might want to consider an HDHP.

One final note: Even when you do 
enroll in Medicare, you will still incur 
expenses for premiums, deductibles and 
co-pays, so you’ll want to budget for 
these costs in your overall financial 
strategy.

In the meantime, explore your health 
insurance options. The future is not 
ours to see – so you’ll want to be pre-
pared for anything.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Retiring 
early? Know 
your health 
care choices

Senioritis: 
what’s it 
all about?     

We’ve all heard the term ‘senioritis’ 
but is this diagnosis real? After some 
lengthy research, we say absolutely. 
Senioritis is defined as, ‘A supposed 
affliction of students in their final year 
of high school or college, characterized 
by a decline in motivation or perfor-
mance.’ The end is near with gradua-
tion just around the corner, and many 
seniors can taste freedom, but aren’t 
quite sure what to do with it. Even with 
some students heading off to college, the 
fear of the unknown combined with a 
complete change in the cadence in life 
is enough to make several seniors come 
down with a serious case of senioritis. 
The senioritis is a way to break away 
from the stress and rigors of 13 years of 
schooling. 

Some signs of the affliction include a 
lack of motivation, a decline in grades 
or feeling as though nothing they do 
in the final months leading up to grad-
uation really matters much. Most stu-
dents’ entire senior years of high school 
are spent trying to plan for the future, 
this can be daunting and stressful for 
these kids, who are still really, just 
kids. Some symptoms parents should 
look for include extreme laziness, apa-
thy, spending all of their free time with 
friends away from home. 

Unfortunately, the rapid decline in 
motivation does not go unseen by uni-
versities. After being accepted, many 
schools will look at a student’s last 
semester, and a substantial decrease in 
grades raises a red flag. This has admis-
sions offices questioning a prospective 
student’s level of commitment and the 
question of maturity is also put on the 
table. If the situation is bad enough a 
college or university can rescind an 
acceptance. Each year thousands of stu-
dents receive such letters. Sometimes a 
student will enter their freshman year 
of college already on academic proba-
tion. If a student was issued merit aid 
from an institution, they risk losing 
those funds. 

There are things that can be done to 
help offset senioritis. One thing a stu-
dent can do is to set tiny goals such as 
getting a B or higher on the next quiz or 
test, or to finish an assignment ahead of 
time. Working on better ways to study 
for tests is also crucial. Too much pres-
sure can cause students to shut down so 
taking some time to relax and have fun 
with family and friends is a great idea. 

Another idea is for parents and teach-
ers to reassure students that life after 
high school is an exciting time and 
that not every graduate needs a defini-
tive plan right away. Explain different 
opportunities for a gap year, including 
the pros and cons of taking one.  

If your child becomes more and more 
disengaged, it’s important to keep them 
on track. Remembering to reward 
good behavior is a must. If your child 
is behaving in such a way that they 
become emotionally removed, disobe-
dient and disrespectful, taking a gap 
year might be the best option as college 
is expensive and tuition should never 
go to waste. Trade schools, the military 
or the work force are also excellent 
options. After all, happiness is the most 
important driver for success. 

Thank you, Charlton Voters!

To the Editor:
I want to take this opportunity to 

thank all those who came out to vote on 
Saturday, May 7 for Charlton’s annual 
town election. I also want to congratu-
late Kelly Szela and Jaime Dell’Ovo for 
winning election as our newest mem-
bers of the Dudley-Charlton Regional 
School Committee. We have an excel-
lent public school system and I know 

that it will be in good hands with Kelly, 
Jaime and the entire Committee. It has 
been an honor and privilege to serve 
our community as a member of the 
School Committee these past 3 years — 
best wishes and thanks for the opportu-
nity to serve!

KENNY LAFERRIERE
CHARLTON

TO THE EDITOR

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

TREVOR 
NIELSON

Tips to grow ‘plants in a 
pot’ for patio or porch

There are many reasons to plant a 
vegetable garden, among them the secu-
rity of knowing where the food you 
bring to the table comes from. The cur-
rent economy, coupled with food safety 
issues, has contributed to a surge in 
backyard gardening – add to that back 
porch, patio, and windowsill gardening!

For those who don’t 
have room to plant a 
sprawling plot, contain-
er gardens fit the bill. 
From whiskey barrels to 
plastic buckets, plants 
are sprouting up on back 
decks, front porches, and 
even on balconies. Many 
vegetables grow success-
fully when contained 
in pots. Benefits include the ability to 
position the pots to increase growing 
condition, and a reduced risk of pest 
invasions.

**
Crop Pickings: Luckily, some of the 

best loved vegetables are appropriate 
for container gardening. Crops that do 
well include tomatoes, lettuce, peppers, 
cucumbers, beans, as well as, carrots, 
cabbage, peas, beans, beets, cauliflower 
and broccoli. In addition, there are many 
varieties of dwarf vegetables that are 
specially bred to grow well in containers.
Once you’ve decided which plants to pot 
up, there are a few general rules to fol-
low to ensure thriving container crops.

**
Container Choices: The size of the 

container depends upon the crop that 
will be grown. Typically most vege-
tables can thrive as long as there is 
enough space for proper root develop-
ment. Shallow rooted crops such as 
lettuce, peppers, radishes, and herbs 
require a space at least six inches 
in diameter with an eight inch soil 
depth. Tomatoes, cucumbers, squash 
and beans grow well in deeper buck-
ets, such as five gallon buckets, half 
whiskey barrels, and deep patio pots.
Bushel baskets, half barrels, wooden 
tubs, or large pressed paper containers 
are ideal for growing tomatoes, squash, 
pole beans, and cucumbers. Note that 
container plants do best when trans-
planted from seedlings into the contain-
er, allowing for a hardening off period.

**
Select Soil: The perfect planting mate-

rial for containers should provide quick 
and steady drainage with enough water 
retention to keep the roots moist. Some 
gardeners suggest a traditional soil mix, 
others prefer a soil free potting mix that 
offers a lightweight medium that is free 
from soil borne diseases. A good rule 
of thumb is to mix equal parts of sand, 
garden soil and peat moss. This mixture 
may be heated in a low oven for an hour 
to kill any weeds, insects or bacteria.

**
Water Well: Proper watering is essen-

tial for a successful container garden, 
due to the fact its root system is restrict-
ed. Usually once a day is sufficient, but 
keep mind containers are much apt 
to dry out in hot weather, causing the 
plant to produce poorly or worse. Also, 

avoid soaking the leaves 
when watering, as wet 
foliage encourages dis-
ease. And make sure the 
pot is equipped with prop-
er drainage. Inadequate 
drainage will cause the 
mix to become water 
logged, and the plants will 
be deprived of necessary 
oxygen.

**
Proper Placement: Placement is 

important, since growing vegetables 
need at least five hours of direct sun-
light each day. Flowering and root veg-
etables need even more sun. Check the 
requirements of each variety you are 
growing. Since the container garden 
offers mobility, moving a pot to ensure 
it receives sufficient sunlight is a valu-
able advantage.

**
Pot Couture: Container vegetable 

plants can do double duty.  An attrac-
tive garden pot or two on a deck or patio 
adds ambiance to an outdoor space. A 
row of trellised pole bean pots can serve 
as a decorative barrier along a deck or 
balcony. And a window box of lettuce, 
radishes and peppers, not only offers 
lush greenery, but handy salad pickings 
at your fingertips.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House – Contest has resumed!
Your tips can win you a great three 

course dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be entered into a 
random drawing. One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three course din-
ner for two at the renowned restaurant, 
located on Route 131 across the town 
common in historic Sturbridge.  Because 
I’m in the business of dispensing tips, not 
inventing them (although I can take cred-
it for some), I’m counting on you readers 
out there to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?  If so, why not share them 
with readers of Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

Don’t take offense from offensive people
Have you ever spent 

time speaking with friends, 
acquaintances, or strang-
ers, and you heard a com-
ment that made you upset? 
Of course you have; you’re 
a human being! Your feel-
ings got hurt, and you were 
angry. You decided to stay 
quiet about it, but it kept nagging at 
you. What they said just wasn’t right. 
The next day, you called one of your 
friends to discuss how offended you 
were. You told them the entire story, 
and then they got offended too!

There is no doubt that people say 
rude, insulting, derogatory, bigoted, and 
discriminatory things; it can be jarring 
and revolting. It might be best to ask 
them to stop, or you should walk away 
when someone behaves like this; but do 
you have to lose your inner peace? Are 
you obligated to become angry?

As human beings, we possess a quali-
ty called “Self Control.” We can control 
how we feel. Fortunately, we do not 
have control over what others say and 
do.

I’m not saying that we should allow 

ourselves to accept the 
unacceptable. I’m saying 
that when we find our-
selves feeling offended, we 
should ask the question, 
“Are they offending me, 
or am I allowing myself to 
become offended?”

I have become offended 
through the years, probably more than 
most people. I noticed that it wasn’t 
what they said or did that offended 
me; it was my expectation of how they 
should behave. I expected people to be 
a certain way, and when they didn’t fit 
that expectation, I allowed myself to 
become upset.

I was filming a movie once, and every-
one was laughing and having a good 
time in between takes. I stepped away 
quickly to charge my phone. When 
I came back, one of the actors was 
screaming and yelling. He was offended 
over a comment somebody made. He 
ran off set, and filming became serious-
ly delayed. The producer sent several 
people to try and calm him down.

The actor eventually came back, and 
we finished shooting for the day. I fig-

ured everything had calmed down, but 
it happened several more times with 
the same actor over the next couple of 
months.

He seemed to be more interested in 
being offended and controlling every-
thing everyone said than simply focus-
ing on being a good actor. When all 
was said and done, nothing positive 
was accomplished. There was a lot of 
gossip behind the scenes, and people 
were instructed to be careful around 
him. The people whom the actor found 
offensive didn’t change; they just began 
walking on eggshells whenever they 
were nearby. 

Have you ever heard the phrase, 
“Sticks and stones may break my bones, 
but words will never hurt me?” If that 
old saying can be trusted, it leads me to 
believe that being offended is a choice. 
It’s a choice to allow your inner peace 
to be taken from you and take on the 
victim mentality. 

Is it better to blame others for offend-
ing you? Or is it better to not allow your-
self to be offended?

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING

Turn To MOORE page     A15
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Wild turkey season closing; 
striper fishing season flourishing

With approximate-
ly two weeks left of the 
spring Mass. wild turkey 
season, reports of many 
local hunters harvesting 
their two birds is good 
news. However, these 
same hunters are report-
ing very few sightings 
of female turkeys. There 
are no reports from 
Mass. Fish & Wildlife of a possible prob-
lem with the wild turkeys to date. I have 
noticed the absence of sightings of wild 
turkeys in fields, and birds crossing the 
streets that I travel every day. Other 
local hunters have also sounded the 
alarm. Hopefully it is just a change in 
their feeding habits!

The Providence River is providing 
some great fishing for stripers, with 
some porgies starting to show up. The 
striper fishing should improve dramat-
ically in the next week. The tautog bite 
is very good and the bite should last 
a bit longer, before the season closes. 
Archies Bait & Tackle provided this 
week’s  fishing report! Quaker Lane 
Bait & Tackle reported that striper fish-
ing has been slow, but the tautog fishing 
was great.

Anglers fishing aboard the Yankee 
fleet have reported a lot of action catch-
ing haddock and cod, although all cod 
need to be released because of the regu-
lations prohibiting the retaining of cod 
for a number of years now. A one fish 

limit was allowed last 
year for a short period, 
and anglers are hopeful 
that at least a couple of 
cod will be allowed soon.

The strict limits on 
ground fish like cod, 
fluke, seabass and strip-
ers is hurting the recre-
ational fishing in both 
Mass. and Rhode Island, 

and small charter boats are feeling loss 
of revenue because of less charter res-
ervations.

Trout fishing had slowed last week 
on some of the Cape ponds accord-
ing to reports from some of the local 
anglers that had fished some of them 
last week. This happens every year on 
both fresh and saltwater. The old saying 
“you should have been here yesterday.” 
Locally anglers have been catching 
some nice fish this year like brown, 
rainbow and brook trout for anglers 
using power bait and stick baits like 
small Rapalas.

I need to chuckle a bit when I hear a 
story about a young angler with a cheap 
rod, reel and worms, that walks down 
to the water at a local pond and catch-
es a freshwater bass that weighs in at 
5 lbs. or more, while a few bass boats 
nearby that cost thousands of dollars 
and have professional anglers with all 
of the latest gear, are having a slow day. 
It happens all of the time. My brothers 
and I did the same thing when we were 

young!
Dog owners should take extra care 

with their pets at this time of year. 
Providing a good shelter outside in plen-
ty of shade, and a good supply of fresh 
water is essential. Up to date immuni-
zation against rabies and heartworm, 
along with other medications, are 

essential in keeping your dog healthy 
through the summer months. Vet bills 
are soaring, and a visit to them can be 
alleviated with just some extra care 
during the summer months.

Take A Kid fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Courtesy photos

Steve Rondeau with his first turkey for this 
season and his friend Jonathon Walker with 
his first turkey ever!

Kellen Morosinskis with a 5 pound-plus large-
mouth bass he caught a short time ago.

Summer antique destinations

Last week marked the open-
ing of Brimfield and from 
what I’ve heard it was a great 
success. The warm weather 
brought crowds of happy deal-
ers and shoppers. If you missed 
this first show, there will be 
two more opportunities from 
July 12th through the 17th and 
September 6th through the 
11th. In addition to this special 
tradition, there are many other 
shows taking place close to 
home, or a short day or week-
end trip away.

The day before Brimfield’s 
July and September dates, 
you can attend the Sturbridge 
Antique Show. The show’s 
website touts 100 dealers with 
vintage clothing, Americana, 
jewelry and antiques. It will 
be held at the Sturbridge 
Host Hotel on July 11th and 
September 5th. Early admis-
sion (beginning at 8 AM) costs 
$40 while general admission 
(beginning at 10 AM) costs $15.

If you’re looking to attend 
a show happening sooner, the 
Grafton Annual Antiques and 
Arts Show will be held on June 
18th from 9 AM to 3 PM on the 
Grafton Common. The Grafton 
Historical Society’s website 
notes that “Antique & Art ven-

dors will line beautiful Grafton 
Common offering high quality 
Antiques and craft items for 
sale.” 

Want to couple your antiqu-
ing with a weekend getaway? 
The Dover Show & Vintage 
Market is about an hour and 
a half away in Dover, NH and 
will be held on June 11th, 
July 23rd, August 20th, and 
September 17th. There is free 
admission from 10:00 AM to 
1:00 PM or you can pay $6 for 
early admission.

Also in New Hampshire, tail-
gate antique shows will be run-
ning at Flying Pig Antiques on 
the following Thursdays: June 
23rd, July 21st, August 25th, 
September 15th, October 20th 
and November 17th. The fields 
open at 9 AM and there is free 
admission.

The 65th Annual New 
Hampshire Antique Dealers 
Association Show takes place 
August 11th through August 
13th in Manchester. The Maine 
Antique Digest describes it as 
“the best show of its kind in 
New England.” The NHADA 
website states, “the 65 profes-
sional antiques dealers who 
exhibit at the show save mer-
chandise throughout the year 
in order to ensure that the 
show maintains its longstand-
ing reputation for ‘fresh-to-the-
market’ antiques.” Thursday 
admission is $15 while Friday 
and Saturday admission is 
$10. As a great way to promote 
interest in antiques among the 
younger generation, admission 
is free to those 30 and under.

Also happening later in 
the summer, the 50th Annual 
Antiques Fair and Summer 
Festival will be held August 27th 
in Madison, CT. The Madison 
Historical Society describes 
the show as such: “with many 
outstanding antique exhibitors 
from the Northeast, New York 
State, the mid-Atlantic states 
and Florida, this unique fair 
typically offers eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century American 
and European furniture, along 
with a wide range of other 
antiques.” It runs from 9 AM 

to 4 PM with an admission fee 
of $6 for adults and $2 for chil-
dren. 

Some of these shows have 
been running for so long that 
they can almost be consid-
ered antiques themselves, too. 
Please confirm that any shows 
you are interested in attend-
ing haven’t been canceled or 
changed before traveling.

We are cataloging more 
items for another model train 
and die-cast car auction from 
the same West Boylston estate 
as our previous auctions. We 

are also planning an online 
auction of tools, equipment and 
trailer/storage containers in 
Oakham, MA. Please visit our 
website https://centralmas-
sauctions.com for a link to the 
auction and for other upcom-
ing events.

Contact us at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, 
Estate Sales and Appraisal 
Services www.centralmassauc-
tions.com (508-612- 6111) info@
centralmassauctions.com

WAYNE 
TUISKULA

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

Increase your perennial garden’s beauty this spring
Give your perenni-

als a boost this spring 
with a topdressing of 
compost, aged manure, 
or other organic mat-
ter. It’s a great way to 
revive tired gardens, 
improve a garden’s 
overall health, and 
keep vibrant perenni-
als healthy and bloom-
ing.

Research found topdressing your 
garden with compost every year or two 
provides most, if not all the nutrients 
that most perennials need. It feeds the 
soil, which in turn feeds your plants. 
Let a soil test report and your plant’s 
performance determine if additional 
fertilizer is needed. Spring is a great 
time to add this as well.

When purchasing compost, it should 
appear light and fluffy. Take a whiff, 
it should not have a strong smell of 
ammonia, rotting food or another off 
odor. It should have a rich earthy smell 
and not be covered in flies or maggots. 
If jumping worms are a problem in your 
area, ask your compost provider how 
they are managing the compost to avoid 
spreading this invasive pest.

Once you have the needed organic 
matter, you are ready to get started. 
Pull the mulch back if needed. Keep it 
handy, so you can put it back in place 
once you finish amending the soil.

Topdressing is the first step in the 
process. Simply spread a one- to two-
inch layer of the compost or other 
organic matter over the soil surface. Be 

careful not to bury the 
crown of your plants.

You can leave the 
compost sitting on the 
soil surface or lightly 
mix it into the top inch 
with a hand cultiva-
tor. The earthworms, 
ground beetles and 
other organisms will 
move it down into the 

soil and around the plant roots where 
it is needed.

The second step is especially help-
ful for those with heavy or compacted 
soils. Once the compost is in place, do 
a bit of vertical mulching. Use an auger 
bit on your cordless drill. Simply drill 
holes into the soil between plants. This 
aerates the soil and pushes some of the 
compost into the soil further boosting 
your efforts.  

Vertical mulching helps speed up 
the process a bit by getting the compost 
closer to the plant roots and soil organ-
isms that will help incorporate it into 
the soil. The openings created in the 
soil allow air, water and fertilizer to 
penetrate the soil surface and travel to 
the root zone.

Then be sure to return the mulch you 
removed from the garden or add mulch 
if needed. Maintaining an inch or two 
of organic mulch on the soil surface not 
only conserves moisture and suppress-
es weeds; it also continues to improve 
the soil. As the organic mulch breaks 
down, it adds organic matter and nutri-
ents to the soil.  

Investing some time to create and 

maintain healthy soil goes a long way 
in making your garden a beautiful part 
of the landscape.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including the 
recently released  Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts The Great 

Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV 
& radio program. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor for Birds 
& Blooms magazine and her website 
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Photo courtesy MelindaMyers.com

Topdressing perennial gardens improves the overall health of the garden, so the plants can 
thrive.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 5/16/22 was $6.10 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.70
50-75 ......... $3.40
75-150 ....... $3.05
150-300 ...... $2.75

300-500 ......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

Peter Maly, R.D.O. • Renee Gomez, O.D.

109 Masonic Home Road, Charlton MA 01507
508-248-1188 • Same Day Service

Mon 9-6 | Tues 10-6 | Wed 10-5 | Thurs 10- 7 | Fri 10-5 | Sat 9-2

Eyeglasses 
Eye Exams • Contacts

Trust your eyes to the eye 
professionals who have achieved the 
BEST OF CENTRAL MASS AWARD 

for the past six years! Celebrating 6 years

Serving area towns since 1980 

58 A.F. Putnam Road
Charlton, MA 01507

p: 508-248-4204  f: 505-248-1199
Conveniently located near scenic Buffumville Lake

~ Online Quotes ~ 

www.bairinsurance.com
edwardbair@bairinsurance.com

       BAIR 
INSURANCE AGENCY

Why do those insurance 
companies advertise so 

much on TV?
(answer at bottom of our ad)*

You’ll have peace of mind knowing our 
Insurance Professionals have your back!

We o�er policies for
AUTO

RENTERS • HOME
BUSINESS

LIFE
DISABILITY

MOTORCYCLE 
BOAT

*(To Replace What They Are Losing!)

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides 
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor

419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Dreaming up the ideal 
retirement is your job. 
Helping you get there 

is ours.
— To learn more call —

570 MAIN STREET • RT. 20 • FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 • FAX: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

We’re here to service all of your 
heat transfer and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner, 

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Community 
    Connection

508.867.2218 
www.lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brook�eld, MA

Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs
Open 8-6 daily

Not Your Ordinary Greenhouse

100’s of beautiful unique hangers, 
tropicals & patio pots  

• Unique House Plants • Fairy & Gnome Gardens 
• Topiaries  • Air Plants & Dish Gardens  
• Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fruit Trees, 

and Berry Bushes • Succulents
FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICES AVAILABLE

Celebrating 
44 years

Memorial Day 

Headquarters

Gift Certificates Available

Tropicals Available Now! 
Hibiscus, Mandevilla, 

Dipladenia, and Gardenias. 

152 Main Street, Spencer
508-885-3385 

CormierSpencer.com

A Family Business Since 1949

ART
GALLERY&

Beautiful 
Gifts for 

Birthdays, 
Graduations, 

Bridal Parties 
and more!

– WE’VE MOVED! –

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

Building Supplies

Contact Your Sales 
Representative Today.

508-764-4325

Print Worthy Moments
Be sure to hold on to your memories with a photo reprint.
 Available From All Of Our Publications.

Options & Prices
Digital Copy (emailed)  $5.00
4” x 6” Glossy Print  $5.00
8.5” x 11” Glossy Print  $10.00

Call or email Stonebridge Press today  508-909-4105 or  photos@stonebridgepress.com
You can also download your photo reprint form at www.StonebridgePress.com



•The Villager•11www.StonebridgePress.com Friday, May 20, 2022



12  •The Villager• www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, May 20, 2022

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY: CAPE WITH OUT-
BUILDING, 9.3 acres, 3 buildings, 
home, garage, workshop, Passing 
Title 5, Potential unit above 2 car 
garage or man cave, 4 room work-
shop or storage area, Additional 
land available
126 Old Southbridge Rd ~ 
$469,900

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CHARLTON: Developers
41 Potential lots for a subdivision 

on 99 acres
$1,900,00

LAKE ELLIS- ATHOL, MA- 4 Rooms, 
2 Bedroom On Your Own 2.8 Acre Is-
land Cottage is equipped with gener-
ator, windows updated. 60 minutes to 
Boston or Hartford

YOUR SERVICE DESERVES OUR REWARD

OPEN HOUSE SUN 11-12:30

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE –  301 Beacon Park! 5 Rm End Corner Garden 
Unit - One Level Living - No Stairs! 10 Beautiful Acres of Park Like 
Grounds w/Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 1,100’ of Living Space! 
Ample Room for Year Round Living or as 2nd Home - Summers 
on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Well Maintained! 2 Bedrms! 
Master Bath, 2 Baths Total! Beautiful Lakeside Pool, Spectacular 
Beach, Best on the Lake! Detached Garage! $320,000.00!

WEBSTER LAKE - 65 Bates Point Rd – Eastern Exposure – Beautiful 
Sunrises! Year Round – Principle Residence - Second Home – Remodel 
– Tear it Down and Start Anew! The Choice is Yours! Set on a 12,449’ 
Lot, 50X249’, 50.7’ Waterfront! Plenty of Area for Expansion! Surrounded by 
Million Dollar Homes the Pallet is Yours to Create! 5+ Room Ranch with Full 
Walk-out Expandable Lower Level! Open Floor Plan! Applianced Kitchen, 
Dining Area and Living Room with Panoramic Water Views! 3 Bedrooms! 
Full Tile Bath! Oil Heat! Screened Porch! Detached Garage! Dock! Quick 
Closing! Summer is Just Around the Corner – Don’t Delay! $710,950.00

DUDLEY - 16 Joseph St! Spacious UPDATED 8 Rm Center Hall Garrison 
Colonial! Nicely Landscaped 25,561’ Lot Set on a Cul-De-Sac “Dead End”! Ideal 
Residential Neighborhood! Dble Glass Door Tiled Center Hall Entry Foyer 
w/Guest Closet! SS Applianced Cherry Cabinet Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Corian 
Counters, Tile Flrs! Din Rm w/Hrdwds, Crown Moldings & Bay Window! Frplcd 
Liv Rm w/Pellet Stove, Custom Shelving, Hrdwds & Bay Window! Fam Rm 
w/Hrdwds, Custom Cabinetry, Ceiling Fan, French Doors & Slider to Deck 
Overlooking Private Backyard! 1/2 Bath w/Laundry Closet! Hall w/Dble Closet 
to the 2 Car Garage! 2nd Flr w/4 Spacious Bdrms w/Hrdwd & Vinyl Plank 
Flooring! MASTER w/2 Walk-in Closets, Ceiling Fan & Custom Tile MASTER BATH! 
Hall Bath w/Custom Tile Tub/Shower Surround w/Linen Closet! Don’t Delay! 

$449,900.00

DUDLEY HAYDEN POND WATERFRONT – 48 Hayden Pond 
Rd! Recently Renovated, beautifully appointed, 5 Rm Waterfront 
Ranch! Enjoy sunsets, fishing & all water sports! Vinyl Composite 
decking & vinyl railings! Open floor plan! Cathedral ceilings w/
skylights! Din Rm w/slider to covered deck! Kit w/quartz counters & 
SS appliances! Liv Rm w/stunning views of the Pond! Comfortable 
Master w/generous closet & half bath! 2nd bedroom or office! 
Full bath w/washer/dryer hook ups! Full basement for storage 
or additional living space! Floating Dock! Shed! $525,000.00

DUDLEY – 50 Brandon Rd! 3 Family! 5/5/4 
Rms! 2/2/1 Bedrms! 2/2/1 Bathrms! Investors 
take Notice! Fully Rented! Solid Rental History, 
Long Term Tenants! Conveniently Located! 
Washer & Dryer Hookups in the Basement 
for Each Unit! Efficient Natural Gas Heating! 
Two Driveways provide Off Street Parking 
for up to 5 Vehicles! Dudley’s Low Taxes & 
Desirable School System! $336,900.00

DUDLEY – 67 Southbridge Road! 
6 Rm Ranch Set on 16,875’ Lot! 
Applianced Eat-in Kitchen! Dining 
Area and Fireplace Living Room w/
Hardwood Floors! 3 Bedrooms w/
Hardwood Floors and ample Closet 
Space! Spacious 11X14.5 Master! 
Full Tile Bath! Oil Heat! Garage!

$279,900.00 

WEBSTER – 6 Slater Street! Professionals 
Take Notice! Ideal Office Setup! 1St Floor 
w/Waiting Rm, Reception Area, 4 Offices 
w/Sinks, 3 Alcove/Prep Areas, Handicap 
Accessible 1/2 Bath, and Hrdwd Flrs! 2nd 
Floor Currently w/Employee Breakroom w/
Full Kitchen, Cabinets & Closet Storage, 
3/4 Bath and additional office/bedroom! C/
Air! C/Vac! Security System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – Lower Gore Road ! Build 
Your Dream Home! 2.3 & 5 Acre Approved 
Buildable Lots! Large Parcels are getting 
harder to come by! New England Field Stone 
Walls and beautiful tiger lily wildflowers 
can be found! Great Commuting Location, 
Easy Highway Access! Nearby State Boat 
Ramp for Easy Lake Access! Water & Sewer 
in the Street! Each @ $99,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD

SOLD SOLDSOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSITNEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

Featured New Listing!

Featured Listing!

WEBSTER LAKE - 1301 TREASURE ISL.WEBSTER LAKE - 300 KILLDEER ISL.  

Killdeer Circle! Gently sloping landscape 
to waters edge. Crystal clear shoreline. Ranch  
with 5 rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths! Walkout 
lower level to patio! Garage!   $650,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Unit 1404 Marina side! of the Complex - with 
2 Boat Slips! 6 rooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 bedrooms, 
fireplace, garage, Sandy Beach, Heated Salt Wa-
ter Pool! $549,000.

Buildable Waterfront Corner Lot!,
9500 +/- sq ft. Sandy Beach. Town Wa-
ter & Sewer Connections on the lot.

$325,000.

Quiet Summers & Fall Seasons on Big & 
Beautiful Webster Lake. Completely up-
dated Hardwood & Ceramic. Center Island 
Kitchen. 6 Rooms. 2-1/2 Baths. a must 
see. Overlooking the Marina. 2 Deeded 
boat slips. assisted sale $600,000.

WEBSTER - 7 BRODEUR AVENUE 

 DUDLEY - 7 SHINE AVENUE WEBSTER LAKE - TREASURE ISLAND #503

WEBSTER - 98 MINEBROOK RD  

RARE FIND ~ TO BE BUILT 
- SPRAWLING 2,200 SQFT+  
RANCH HOME! GARAGE  Level 
1/2 Acre Lot! FOUNDATION IS IN. 
Private backyard. GREAT LAYOUT!  
SOLID HARDWOOD FLOORS 
THROUGHOUT!

Better than new! 3100 Sq.Ft. of spacious living! METICU-
LOUS, OVERSIZED CAPE w/CONTEMPORARY FLARE! 
CLEAN, UPDATED & SPACIOUS! .62 Acre Lot, 120’+- Rd 
Front, Private Backyard, 9 RMS, Front-To-Back Living Rm 
w/Frplc & scenic views, Open Flr Plan Kitchen/Dining w/
Slider to rear deck, 1st Flr Office, 2 Car Attd Garage, 2nd Flr 
Great Rm over garage. MSTR BR Suite w/MSTR Bath, 2 more 
LG BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, LL BATH!  AN EXTRAORDINARY OF-
FERING!  Central Air, Central Vac. BEAUTIFULLY landscaped 
grounds. $549,000.

CAR/BOAT ENTHUSIASTS TAKE NOTE!  1.67 
Acre Property Features 3 Buildings & 6 Garage 
Bays - 8’, 10’ & 12’ Doors! Ample Space for all your 
TOYS!  Close to I-395 & Webster Lake! A MUST 
SEE! - TOO MANY FEATURES TO LIST! *Cash or 
Special Financing due to its “Unfinished” status. 

$565,000.

TREASURE ISLAND - CONDO WEBSTER LAKE - BLACK POINT ROAD   

SORRY, SOLD!

CONTRACTORS TAKE NOTICE! Single Family, need 
of Repair, 1,900 SF, 3 BRs, 1-1/2 Baths, 6,200 SF Lot, Oil 
Heat. City Gas avail. Architectural Character! SOLD “AS IS” 
- Submit Offers, Cash or Rehab Financing. $125,000.

CHERRY VALLEY of Leicester. Manageable 2 Bedroom 
Ranch! One Level Living! Large Dining Room for Entertain-
ing! Detached Garage and Loft Area! .25 of an Acre! Flat side 
yard. Large Dog Kennel & Shed with Power! Mass Save 
Improvements. Central Air! $275,000

WEBSTER - 10 GRANITE STREET LEICESTER - 5 KEEFE COURT

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD
Oxford - GENERAL BUSINESS ZONED!
LAND - 124 - Southbridge Road “ROUTE 20” 
VACANT LEVEL LOT - To be Subdivided from 
124 Southbridge Rd LOT# 3 on a Preliminary 
Survey Plan will be 39,549 SF (0.905 ACRES) 
with 96.92’ of Road Frontage. High Traffic, High 
Exposure Location. $419,000 
Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Ox-
ford & Charlton. ON DEPOSIT  $329,000.
Webster - COOPER RD - 3 BUILDABLE LOTS!
Water & Sewer Access! SORRY, SOLD!  $79,900. 

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT 

Magazine Worthy Decor! New Kitchen with island, flooring, baths, 
gas fireplace, and so much more! Newer Furnace. Completely 
furnished. 6 rooms, 2-1.2 baths! 2 deeded boat slips. Salt Water 
Pool, Sandy Beach!

$679,900

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 37 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street, Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

GRI, ABR, SRS, SRES, RENE, C2EX, MRP, PSA, E-PRO

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Buyers are looking for homes! Please call 
me for a free market analysis. Thank you!

Over 20 years experience!

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
43 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2022

South Worcester County
$170,261,130.00 SOLD

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Buying or Selling a House?
Ask Diane or Jo-Ann about the 

Homes for Heroes™
Reward Program

774-239-2937  508-943-7669

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Worcester Red Sox partner with 
Huntington’s Disease Society of America

WORCESTER — The Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island Chapter of the 
Huntington’s Disease Society of 
America (HDSA) is happy to announce 
that the chapter will partner with the 
Worcester Red Sox (Triple-A Affiliate 
of the Boston Red Sox) for the “Heart 
of Worcester” program on Friday, June 
3rd at 6:45 PM at Polar Park for the 
game against the Syracuse Mets. A por-
tion of the proceeds supports HDSA’s 
mission to improve the lives of people 
affected by Huntington’s disease (HD) 
and their families. 

“Our club has had the pleasure of 
working with HDSA’s Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island Chapter for the past 
several seasons in both Pawtucket and 
Worcester,” said Joe Bradlee, Vice 
President of Baseball Operations & 
Community Relations. “We look for-
ward to hosting HDSA and putting the 
spotlight on all of the impactful work 
the chapter is doing throughout this 
region.” 

The “Hearts of Worcester” program 
includes a pregame recognition on the 
field with HDSA logo on the video board, 
a presence in the first base concourse 
to interact with fans, and an in-game 
radio interview with the broadcasters. 
Tickets also include $2 of ballpark cred-
it that can be used on concessions or in 

the main team store on merchandise. 
For more information about the 

event, please contact Abigail Desrosiers 
(abigaildesrosiers18@gmail.com). 
Tickets can be found at massri.hdsa.
org/woosox.

Huntington’s disease (HD) is a fatal 
genetic disorder that causes the pro-
gressive breakdown of nerve cells in the 
brain. It deteriorates a person’s phys-
ical and mental abilities during their 
prime working years and has no cure. 
Every child of a parent with HD has a 
50/50 chance of inheriting the faulty 
gene. Today, there are approximate-
ly 41,000 symptomatic Americans and 
more than 200,000 at-risk of inheriting 
the disease. The symptoms of HD are 
described as having ALS, Parkinson’s 
and Alzheimer’s – simultaneously. 

The Huntington’s Disease Society of 
America is the premier nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to improving the 
lives of everyone affected by HD. From 
community services and education to 
advocacy and research, HDSA is the 
world’s leader in providing help for 
today and hope for tomorrow for people 
with HD and their families. HDSA was 
founded in 1967 by Marjorie Guthrie, 
the wife of legendary folk singer Woody 
Guthrie. Woody died from HD compli-
cations when he was only 55 years old, 

but the Guthrie family legacy lives on at 
HDSA to this day. 

To learn more about Huntington’s dis-

ease and the work of the Huntington’s 
Disease Society of America, visit www.
hdsa.org or call (800)345-HDSA.

LOCAL CHAPTER WILL BE HONORED ON
FRIDAY, JUNE 3 AT POLAR PARK

The Ruth Wells Center for 
the Arts, located at 111 Main 
St., Southbridge, is holding a 
Water Color exhibit and the 
public is invited to view this 
exciting exhibit. Local artists 
are represented with a collec-
tion on display in the gallery. 
Gallery hours are Saturday 
and Sunday, 2-4 p.m., and is 
free to the public. The Ruth 
Wells Center, also known as 
the Quinebaug Valley Council 
for Arts and Humanities, was 
founded in 1978 and offers 

art classes, exhibits, work-
shops and offers space to 
the Southbridge Historical 
Society and the Southbridge 
Garden Club. For more 
information go to the web-
site, ruthwellscenter.com or 
the Ruth Wells Center 
Facebook page.

Southbridge’s 
Ruth Wells Center 

for the Arts 
to hold Water 
Color Exhibit
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Pecans are tasty 
offerings that 
are ideal in both 
savory dishes and 
desserts. Like 
fruits of other 
members of the 
hickory genus of 
trees, pecans are 
not truly nuts, but 
drupes. A drupe 
is a fruit with a 
single stone or 
pit surrounded 
by a husk. With 
pecans, the outer 
husk dries out and 
splits open, expos-
ing the “nuts” 
inside.

Georgia, New 

Mexico and Texas are the leading 
domestic producers of pecans, but 
Mexico grows nearly half of the world’s 
pecans. Pecans are heart-healthy and 
rich in antioxidants, several vitamins 
and minerals, and a good source of 
healthy fat. In addition, one ounce of 
pecans provides 10 percent of the rec-
ommended daily fiber intake.

Cookies may never be considered 
“health food,” but there are ways 
to make them more nutritious. The 
addition of beneficial ingredients like 
pecans can do just that. This recipe 
for “Cowboy Cookies” from “Live Well, 
Bake Cookies” (Rock Point) by Danielle 
Rye includes oats, pecans and coconut 
in the mixture, adding flavor and nutri-
tional appeal.

Cowboy Cookies
Makes 50 to 52 cookies

2 cups all-purpose flour, spooned 
and leveled

1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1⁄2 teaspoon salt
2 cups old-fashioned rolled oats
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, 

softened
1 cup packed light brown sugar
2⁄3 cup granulated sugar
2 large eggs, at room tempera-

ture
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
11⁄2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
3⁄4 cup sweetened shredded coco-

nut
1 cup chopped pecans (see bak-

ing tip)

1. In a large mixing bowl, whisk 
together the flour, baking soda, ground 

cinnamon, and salt until well combined. 
Stir in the old-fashioned rolled oats and 
set aside.

2. In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted 
with the paddle attachment or in a large 
mixing bowl using a handheld mixer, 
beat the butter, brown sugar and gran-
ulated sugar together for 1 to 2 minutes, 
or until well combined.

3. Mix in the eggs, one at a time, 
then mix in the vanilla extract until 
fully combined, making sure to stop 
and scrape down the sides of the bowl 
as needed.

4. Mix in the dry ingredients until just 
combined, then mix in the chocolate 
chips, shredded coconut and chopped 
pecans on low speed until fully incor-
porated.

5. Cover tightly and refrigerate for at 
least 1 hour.

6. Preheat the oven to 350 F. Line large 
baking sheets with parchment paper or 
silicone baking mats and set aside.

7. Using a 11⁄2-tablespoon cookie 
scoop, scoop the cookie dough onto the 
prepared baking sheets, making sure 
to leave a little room between each one. 
Gently press each ball of cookie dough 
down to slightly flatten it.

8. Bake for 10 to 13 minutes, or until 
the tops of the cookies are set and the 
edges are lightly browned. Remove 
from the oven, and allow the cookies to 
cool on the baking sheets for 5 to 10 min-
utes, then carefully transfer the cookies 
to a wire rack to cool completely.

9. Store the cookies in an airtight 
container at room temperature for up 
to one week.

Baking tip: For even more flavor, 
try toasting the pecans. Just cool them 
completely before adding them to the 
cookie dough. 
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OBITUARIES

Specializing In:
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial 
back to its original beauty. 

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Diane R. Quisenberry, D.V.M., 75
WEBSTER – Diane R. (Whalen) 

Quisenberry, D.V.M., 75, shuffled off 
this mortal coil with dignity and grace 

on Friday, May 13, 
2022.  Dr. Q is survived 
by her life partner of 
32 years, Catherine; 
and her business part-
ner, Tammie Masiello 
who has been consid-
ered family since the 
day they met in 1998.
Diane was born in 

Charlotte, North Carolina, and moved 
Massachusetts in 1992 to attend Tufts 
Veterinary School.

Prior to becoming a veterinari-
an, Diane was the director of a coun-
ty-wide animal control agency in North 
Carolina supervising 65 employees.
From the 1970’s through her depar-
ture in 1989, her department was often 
cited for excellence in transitioning to a 
no-kill shelter offering spay-neuter ser-
vices and expanding city-wide adoption 
programs.  Ms. Quisenberry received 
many awards for setting up and main-
taining a staff that was balanced by 

gender and ethnicity.
Diane graduated from Tufts 

Veterinary School in 1996 and worked 
in Oxford before opening her practice 
in Webster.  The Animal Hospital of 
Webster was founded by Diane and 
Tammie in 2001 and has since main-
tained a strict policy of “It’s all about 
the animals.”  A reminder to all staff to 
put the patients first, all the time, every 
time.

Dr. Quisenberry was an avid read-
er and loved law enforcement dramas 
where she would yell out procedural 
mistakes at the T.V.  She was a scrabble 
champ, often playing on three boards 
at once and never met a crossword 
puzzle she didn’t like.  “Dr. Q” will be 
sorely missed and anyone who knew 
her (human or otherwise) will grieve 
her passing.

A celebration of her life will be held 
at a date to be announced.  In lieu 
of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to the M.S.P.C.A., 350 
South Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA 
02130.  Paradis-Givner Funeral Home in 
Oxford is directing the arrangements.

Gerald Raymond Paquin
Gerald Raymond Paquin passed away 

peacefully on the afternoon of May 11th, 
2022, after a lengthy battle with heart 
disease and cancer.  Although Gerry 

struggled with a fail-
ing physical body on 
this earth, he is now 
at peace in the loving 
arms of his Savior, 
Jesus.  Gerry was con-
fident in his eternity 
with the Lord, and 
was passionate about 
sharing his faith with 

others.  In his final days, it was God’s 
Word, being surrounded by his family, 
visits and encouragement from men 
of God, and visits from his pastor and 
faithful friend, Pastor Gary George, 
that brought a smile to his face and 
peace to his heart.

Gerry was born on April 10, 1948 in 
Southbridge, MA.  He grew up sur-
rounded by his family, working hard 
on their farm. After graduating high 
school, Gerry enjoyed traveling until 
he settled down with the love of his 
life and high school sweetheart, Teresa 
DiGregorio Paquin.  Gerry lived a pas-
sionate life, focused on pursuing his 
dreams and loving the Lord.  He was a 
generous man who enjoyed being with 
people, especially his family.  He pur-
sued many business ventures in his life-
time with much passion, while always 
being willing to help others.  He passed 

on many things to his three daughters, 
including his love of God, his capacity 
to dream creatively, many fond mem-
ories, and his dark brown eyes.  In his 
final years, his greatest loves were his 
family, especially his 6 grandchildren, 
who he adored.  

Gerry is predeceased by his moth-
er and father, Theresa and Florent 
Paquin, his brothers, Ronald and Rene 
Paquin, and his sister, Michelle Paquin 
Yannacci.

Left to cherish his memory are Teresa 
Paquin, who was by his side in his 
final days and hours, his daughter Erin 
and her husband Daniel Kirschner and 
their children Jacob, Andrew, Jonah, 
and Mayaih, his daughter Jamie and 
her husband Stephen Rudert, and his 
daughter Lauren and her husband 
Nathan Hand and their children Sophie 
and Grayson.  He is also survived by his 
brother, Jean Paquin of Southbridge, 
who had the honor of being by his side 
when he took his final breath this side 
of Heaven.  

Gerry will be greatly missed by those 
who knew and loved him.  While Gerry 
loved a big party, and loved so many 
people, due to current situations, his 
immediate family has chosen to do a 
private memorial service to honor his 
life.  

Donations may be made to: Sovereign 
Grace Chapel, Building Fund, 23 Golf 
Street, Southbridge, MA  01550

Sandra Margaret Earls, 72
Brimfield- Sandra Margaret Earls of 

Brimfield, MA, passed away peacefully 
on May 13th after a long illness at the 
age of 72. 

Sandy is survived 
by her husband of 52 
years, Geoff Earls; her 
daughter Jodi Powers 
of Holyoke; her son 
Aaron (Franceska) 
Earls of Peconic, NY, 
and their children 
Marianna, Kellen, 
Luis, Katie, Augustin 

and Andre. Sandy also leaves behind her 
sisters, Colleen Short, Theresa (Mark) 
Muska, Patricia (Leon) Jablonski, and 
Andrea (Kevin) Frikenberg, and broth-
er William Porter, as well as many niec-
es, nephews and dear friends.

Sandy was born in Worcester, MA on 
June 30, 1949 to William and Carolyn 
Sherby Porter. She graduated from 
Tantasqua High School in 1967, then 
attended nursing school at Worcester 
City School of Nursing. She worked 
as a supervising and floor nurse for 
many years at various healthcare cen-
ters but her gift of immense patience 
and compassion led her to most enjoy 
her time in geriatric care. She had a 
passion for learning and, in her for-
ties, earned an associates degree with 
high honors from Quinsigamond 
Community College. She proceeded to 
a career in retail in Sturbridge, MA 
becoming an award winning manager 
for Renovator’s Supply based in Millers 
Falls, MA. Sandy returned to nursing at 
Quaboag joining her daughter Jodi to 
end her career.

Sandy was a parishioner of St. 
Christopher’s in Brimfield, where she 
was a member of the folk choir, and 
co-founded the children’s choir. She 
made pilgrimages to Medjugorje with 
her daughter Jodi, and to Jerusalem 
with her husband Geoff.

Sandy had many interests, talents, 
passions and pursuits. She was an 
avid sportswoman and competitor. She 
played softball in the Quaboag soft-
ball league with her sisters, and later 
became an outstanding tennis play-
er and golfer, playing in leagues at 
Hemlock Ridge and Scottish Meadows. 

She immersed herself in her children’s 
youth sports, becoming Treasurer of 
the Brimfield Recreation committee 
and coaching soccer, basketball, and 
softball. Sandy developed a passion for 
gardening and filled her yard and coun-
try home with several thematic gar-
dens. Her “Garden Tours” for family 
and friends were legendary. Her tal-
ents with crafts included creating floral 
designs from her plants, and selling her 
floral inspired slate paintings in local 
stores and fairs. She loved being close 
to nature, regularly camping across the 
US and Canada with her husband Geoff, 
and enjoyed international travel with 
trips to Ireland, England, France, and 
Italy.

Within the family, she was known 
as the “favorite aunt,” “baby whisper-
er” and the family storyteller. Sandy 
had a special gift for visiting and sup-
porting family members through health 
crises and hospital stays. Her great-
est single passion was her family. She 
loved spending time with the families of 
her sisters and brother, and cherished 
her time with her children, grandchil-
dren, and many nieces and nephews, 
relishing in their interests and accom-
plishments.

The family would like to thank Krysta 
Santana and the other caregivers at 
Bear Mountain in West Springfield and 
Hospice of Central and Western MA for 
their amazing care and love for Sandy. 

Relatives and friends are invited to 
attend calling hours at Beers & Story 
Palmer Funeral Home on Monday, 
May 23rd from 4-7pm. A Funeral Mass 
will be celebrated at St. Christopher’s 
Church in Brimfield, MA at 10:00am 
on Tuesday, May 24th followed by 
Interment at the Brimfield Cemetery. 
Family and friends are welcome to meet 
at the Funeral Home at 9:00am to join 
the procession to the church. The fam-
ily will be hosting an outdoor luncheon 
at the Publick House in Sturbridge, MA 
immediately following our time at the 
cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made in Sandy’s memory to the 
Alzheimer’s Association https://www.
alz.org. Please visit www.beersandsto-
ry.com for more information.

Cynthia Louise Cozzens
Cynthia Louise Cozzens passed away 

on the morning of May 8, 2022 after 
battling complications from a long ill-

ness. She was born 
on March 28, 1950 in 
Southbridge, MA, the 
daughter of Earl R. 
Cozzens and Miriam 
L. (Watson) Cozzens, 
and spent the first 9 
years of her life in 
Sturbridge, before 
the family moved 

to Charlton in 1959. Cindy attend-
ed Charlton High School and started 
employment at the Worcester Science 
Museum shortly afterwards. She wait-
ressed for many years at Aram’s, The 
Lighthouse Restaurant, and IHOP, 
before pursuing the medical field. Cindy 
spent several years as a Phlebotomist 

and finished her career as a Nurse’s 
Assistant. She was a very loving and 
caring Aunt, Great Aunt, Sister, Cousin, 
and Friend, and will be terribly missed 
by all of us who had the great fortune to 
know her and be close to her. 

She leaves behind her brothers George 
Cozzens of Auburn, David Cozzens 
(Chris Soderberg) of Portland, Oregon, 
nieces Melissa (Cozzens) Plumley 
(Tom Plumley) of Brimfield, Brittany 
Cozzens (Justin Cozzens) of Beaverton, 
Oregon, nephew Lee Cozzens (Rebecca 
Cozzens) of Charlton, great nieces Ally 
Plumley of Brimfield, Avery Cozzens of 
Beaverton, Oregon, great nephew Nick 
Plumley of Brimfield, and many cous-
ins and friends.

There are no services planned at this 
time.

Pecans give these cookies extra appeal
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SPORTS
Warriors prevail over Auburn in important, 

win-filled week

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

AUBURN — A day after a program-de-
fining victory over Wachusett Regional, 
the Tantasqua Regional boys’ varsity 
lacrosse team traveled to Memorial 
Field to tangle with Auburn High on 
Tuesday, May 10.

What followed was a spirited, back-
and-forth affair between the Warriors 
and Rockets, with neither team grab-
bing more than a three-goal lead at 
any point. When all was said and done, 
though, Tantasqua kept its winning 
week alive with a 9-7 victory.

“We played Wachusett last night — 
really tough game. I think the final was 
10-9. We’ve been trying to get better 
each day and I think finally it clicked 
for our guys a little bit,” Warriors’ head 
coach James Putney said after the win 
over Auburn. “I’m not too concerned 
about how we performed in Week 1 or 
Week 2. It’s about hitting your stride at 
the right time. We’ve been trying to put 
it together to prime ourselves to be play-
ing our best lacrosse at playoff time.”

Tantasqua led at all the stops — 2-1 
after one quarter, 5-4 at the half and 7-6 
through three frames — but the Rockets 
were right there until the very end. 
They led twice in the contest — both in 
the second quarter — at 3-2 and 4-3, but 

it just wasn’t enough.
“Auburn’s a strong team. I’m just 

happy to come out with the ‘W,’” said 
Putney.

The Warriors’ scoring was balanced, 
as six players were able to find the 
back of the net. Braeden Rich, Avery 
Michalak, Patrick Dunn, Jack Ricci and 
Nathan Williams all scored once, while 
Liam Hubacz lit the lamp four times.

“In terms of a coaching philosophy, 
it’s a team game. The more you move 
the ball, it’s just going to create more 
opportunities for everyone,” Putney 
said of the balanced scoring.

Putney mentioned how he hoped 
for his team to close out a perfect 3-0 
week with another win, this time over 
a talented Nipmuc Regional club on 
Thursday, May 12, and the Warriors 
did just that. Tantasqua won, 12-6, and 
are 7-4.

Auburn, meanwhile, slipped to 5-7 but 
won two days later to get to within one 
game of .500.

The Rockets had two standout perfor-
mances in the game with the Warriors. 
Brendan Crowley scored six of Auburn’s 
seven goals — Matthew Sjogren had the 
other tally — and Michael Nelson made 
nine saves to keep the game as close as 
it was.

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua’s Liam Hubacz spins off an Auburn defender. Hubacz scored four times in the 
Warriors’ 9-7 victory over the Rockets.

Braeden Rich of Tantasqua maneuvers through a pair of Auburn defenders.

Tantasqua’s Gabriel Laprade tangles with an Auburn player while going for a loose ball.

Auburn’s Oscar Wyspianski has enough room to scoop a groundball in front of Tantasqua’s 
Landon Rice.

Matthew Sjogren of Auburn leaves his feet to heave a pass down the field.

Tuesday, May 10
Tantasqua 11, Northbridge 9 — 

Trailing by a 7-5 count at halftime, the 
Warriors rallied to defeat that Rams in 
a girls’ lacrosse tilt. Maeve Ashworth (4 
goals), Kaydie O’Neil (3 goals, 1 assist), 
Kylie McDermott (2 goals), Kelsie Lucas 
(goal) and Bridget Bellezza (goal) led the 
offensive charge for Tantasqua, while 
goalie Celeste Downey made 9 saves.

Thursday, May 12
Tantasqua 10, Auburn 1 — The 

Warriors improved to 8-4 in girls’ 
lacrosse following the victory over 
the Rockets. Scoring for Tantasqua 

were Maeve Ashworth (5 goals, 1 
assist), Kaydie O’Neil (2 goals), Kylie 
McDermott (2 goals) and Kelsie Lucas.

Monday, May 16
Tantasqua 12, Notre Dame 

Academy 6 — The Warriors girls’ 
lacrosse team improved to 9-4 after tak-
ing down the Rebels. Goal scorers includ-
ed Maeve Ashworth (3), Kelsie Lucas 
(3), Kaydie O’Neil (2 goals, 2 assists), 
Sophia Parker (2), Kylie McDermott (1 
goal, 1 assist) and Grace St. Laurent. 
Celeste Downey made 6 saves in net for 
Tantasqua.

HIGH SCHOOL NOTEBOOK

Impressive week for 
Tantasqua girls’ lacrosse

Auburn’s Aidan McGrail emerges from the pack with possession of the ball in his stick.

Taking offense is one way of living 
in the past. It’s impossible to grow; it’s 
impossible to be free if we are constant-
ly offended. It’s impossible to succeed 
and accomplish your dreams when we 
waste our time blaming other people 
for how we feel. It’s holding you back.

We all know that there are people 
who will never share our views and 
accept our opinions. Therefore if you 
live your life constantly offended, it’s 
your choice to do so. 

While it may be challenging, it is pos-

sible to be free from insult even around 
the most insulting of people. If you want 
to be free from being offended by offen-
sive people, it doesn’t require you to 
accept their behavior. It only requires 
you to understand that everyone is at 
different stages of growth, and although 
we all hope they will change, it’s not 
going to happen today, and most likely, 
you’re not going to be the one to change 
them.  

Keep a smile on your face, don’t let 
someone’s words distract you from 
what you’re supposed to be doing. If 
you can do this, you’ll be one step closer 
to living the life you truly want. 

MOORE
continued from page A8
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BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WEBSTER — With the Bartlett High 
varsity softball team trailing in the 
bottom of the sixth inning, 6-2, Imani 
Washington (single), Sienna Stawiecki 
(single) and Dakota Vaudreuil (walk) 
all reached base for the Indians on 
Tantasqua Regional pitcher Katelyn 
Schneider to load the bases with nobody 
out in a game played on Wednesday, 
May 11.

Nate Orzech, head coach of the 
Warriors, then made his way to the 
circle to speak with his pitcher. After 
heading back to the dugout, Schneider 
escaped the stress-filled jam having sur-
rendered just one run, which made it a 
6-3 game.

Tantasqua then tacked on four runs 
in the top of the seventh inning to surge 
ahead, 10-3, before ultimately winning a 
10-5 decision after Bartlett scored twice 
in the home half of the final frame.

When asked what was said between 

he and Schneider during the mound 
visit, Orzech’s answer was telling.

“Kate did all the talking, to be honest 
with you. She told me what wasn’t work-
ing and what was working, and we went 
with what was working. It was a pitch 
that we hadn’t thrown much all day. 
She went with it nine straight pitches 
to get out of the inning,” explained 
Orzech.

The pitch? The most common one in 
the game — a fastball.

“She doesn’t use it very often,” 
Orzech said of his off-speed specialist. 
“She’s a good pitcher, she knows what 
she’s doing.”

Tantasqua got to a 6-2 lead thanks to 
one run in the first inning, another run 
in the third, three more in the fifth and 
an additional run in the sixth. Despite 
the eventual 10-run effort, Orzech was 
critical about how his team struggled 
to piece together hits and runs, often-
times being perplexed by the pitching of 
Bartlett starter Ellie Adams.

“We have a tough time adjusting to 
our timing. It takes us at-bats instead 
of pitches,” said Orzech. “We’re hitting 
the ball hard, but we’re hitting it into 
the trees 100 yards foul.”

Nonetheless, the Warriors are now 
11-3 and in the midst of a successful 
season.

“We didn’t play well and we found a 
way to win, which is the sign of a good 
team,” said Orzech.

Schneider’s complete game effort 
included 12 strikeouts, six hits and two 
walks. Only one of her runs allowed 
was earned. Offensively, Schneider was 
2-for-4 with a pair of RBI, and Alexis 
Taudel was 3-for-5 with a trio of runs 
scored and an RBI. Elyse Geneway and 
Emma Quinn (two) also had RBI for the 
Warriors.

On the other side of the field, Bartlett 
head coach Courtney Stawiecki was 
pleased of the pitching of Adams, 
who worked the first five innings and 
allowed five runs (two earned) on six 
hits, with eight strikeouts and four 
walks.

“Ellie threw a great game. She was 
going down 3-0 in the count and she 
battled back to strike kids out multiple 

times,” said Stawiecki. “There was an 

inning when they had bases loaded and 
she was able to get out of the inning. 
The kid has mental toughness.”

The Indians held a 2-1 lead after two 
innings and the game was tied at 2-2 
through four.

“It was a tough game. Tantasqua 
always has a really strong team. I was 
happy that they were able to time up 
the pitcher after the first inning and 
make effective contact with the ball,” 
said Stawiecki. “We lost to a good team. 
It happens.”

Offensively, Washington and Sienna 

Stawiecki each went 2-for-4, with 
Stawiecki driving in two runs. Sofia 
Napierata and Camryn Phillips also 
had RBI for the Indians.

Bartlett is now 7-8 as it hits the home 
stretch of the season.

“We are battling hard. The girls are 
at a really good mental point in the 
game where they can start improving 
their game without getting lost in their 
errors and the defeats to put them in a 
better place to start concentrating on 
what needs to improve,” said Coach 
Stawiecki.
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous 

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
SPRING YARD SALE
Saturday, May 28th
Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE
“New this Year, we are able to accept CREDIT CARDS!”

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY 
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - 
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, 
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high 
chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

Douglas senior citizen seeks 
able-bodied high school/college 

student to assist with yard work & 
other home projects. 

Must be dependable & have own 
transportation.

Hourly wage negotiable

Call Joe at 508-476-3490  
Please leave message

HELP WANTED

CIESLA CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION
237 FISKE HILL ROAD • STURBRIDGE, MA 01566

508-347-3455

HELP WANTED
CONSTRUCTION LABORER

AMBITIOUS, DEPENDABLE, 
WILLING TO LEARN ABOUT SITE AND UTILITY WORK

APPLY IN PERSON
MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00 – 4:30

HELP WANTED - 
PART-TIME

East Brook�eld
Local gas station is looking for 

part-time help.
Starting pay $14.25/hr. 

If interested please send name, 
phone number and references by 

email only to 
emurray.stores.sherman

@outlook.com. 

Location NOT taking applications 
on site.

SPORTS

FOR ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION

CALL 508-764-4325

Sturbridge 
Legion 

tryout dates
Any baseball players interest-

ed in playing Sturbridge Legion 
Baseball that are born on Jan. 1, 
2003 or later are eligible to pay. 
All players that live in Sturbridge 
or attend Tantasqua Regional High 
School are all eligible to play for the 
Sturbridge team, also players from 
surrounding towns may also be eli-
gible to play. Team will conduct try-
outs Saturday, May 21 from 10 a.m. 
to noon and Sunday, May 22 from 1 
to 3 p.m., both tryout dates will be 
held at Tantasqua Regional High 
School varsity baseball field. For 
more information you can contact 
team manager Jim Rosseel (774) 230-
1784, email: jimrosseel@hotmail.
com or coach Rich Wetherbee (508) 
981-0897, email: qcards@aol.com.

Fastball the fix for Schneider, 
as Tantasqua outlasts Indians

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua’s Allie Blair keeps her bat back before swinging away as the pitch approaches.

Katelyn Schneider of Tantasqua gets ready to release a pitch to the plate.

First baseman Elyse Geneway of Tantasqua 
sees the ball into her glove for an out.
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• Renewal by Andersen has installed 
364,575 windows in MA and 
Southern NH, and each one is etched 
with the Andersen logo—a symbol of 
excellence for 119 years

• Our Fibrex® composite material is so 
strong we’re able to build thinner 
frames with a greater glass area

that allows more natural light 
into your home

Down$0
0 Monthly 

Payments

0%
Interest

This special holiday sales 
event ends on May 31st!

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 24 months.

with

H HHHH
Make your home more secure. 

Book a Virtual or In-Home Appointment.

1-800-209-2746

Memorial Day  
Window 
& Door Sales Event

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/31/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase and 24 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio 
doors between 5/1/2022 and 5/31/2022. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. 
Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally 
insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and 
offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered 
trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 
Placed by newspaper.

on windows1

on entry doors1

on patio doors1

SAVE 20%

SAVE 20%

SAVE 20%

frames with a greater glass area
that allows more natural light 00

00

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 24 months.

that allows more natural light 
into your home

for 2 years!1
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366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SALES HOURS ~ Mon–Fri 8:30am–6pm • Sat 8:30am–3pm
~ SERVICE HOURS ~ Mon–Fri 8am–5pm • Sat 8am–Noon

Visit us on-line at lamoureuxford.com

We are looking to add a 
new Sales Associate 

to our Team –
Prior Sales experience would be helpful, 
but is not necessary!  We will provide all 

the tools and training to succeed!
Please email resume to: 

Bob Pillsbury General Manager at 
bpillsbury@lamoureuxford.com

“RARE OPPORTUNITY”…
Work with an Award Winning Team! 

 - Now Is A Great Time To Begin A Career 
In The Automobile Sales World -

but is not necessary!  We will provide all 

CLOSED ON 
SUNDAYS!

PROFESSIONAL 
APPEARANCE

STRONG 
WORK ETHIC

MEET & GREET

Take the stress o�, Let us do the cooking!
See our website or stop in for full menus

Graduation Packages available.

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

See our website or stop in for full menus

 available.

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Have a 

Graduate? 

Planning a Party?

SALE ENDS June 4, 2022

$1,488*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends 6/4/22

Annual Flowers 
& Vegetable 

Plants 
are Ready!   

788 Main Street, Holden
508-829-4794

389 Main Street, Spencer 
508-885-3560

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

2 for 
$35

10-11” Hanging Baskets

Select varieties. Reg. $19.99 ea.

“Every Town Deserves a 
Good Local Newspaper”
www.StonebridgePress.com

Local
Heroes

FOUND HERE!




