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Little Theater on Broadstreet
recerves BroadwavyWorld nominations

Courtesy

The Little Theater on Broad Street’s production of “Willle Wonka and the Chocolate Factory™ Is Just one of several shows that recelved nominations from BroadwayWorld.

BY JASON BLEAL

VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT across the country and

presents awards for
the best productions
in each state as voted
by their readers. The
Little Theater on Broad

KILLINGLY — The
Little Theater on Broad
Street in Killingly has

joined a prestigious
group earning nomina-
tions by BroadwayWorld
for their annual theater
honors,

BroadwayWorld show-
cases the best in theater

Street, nestled within
the Killingly Community
Center, is the only Quiet
Corner theater to be
nominated with several
productions recognized
on the site's Connecticut

on- and offBroadway Awards for 2024,

"Thompson officials
reveal Main Street
intersection plans

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

THOMPSON — The town of Thompson's Mill Sites
Redevelopment Advisory Committee, better known
as MSEAC, held a special meeting and presentation
on Dec. 11, providing insight into projects covered
through a Community Reinvestment Fund (CIF) Grant
that will continue the revitalization and transforma-
tion of the town center

The presentation gave locals a peak at improvements
planned at Duhamel Pond, the Thompson Public
Library, Swanson Park and 65 Main St however, a
street reconfiguration near the library on Main Street
was the most prominent discussion of the evening,
The initiatives will be funded by a #4 million CIF Grant
through Connecticut’s Department of Economic and
Community Development,

Town officials touted the proposals as the next
step in Thompson's evolution and economic growth
following vears of progress on initiatives like the 65
Main project, the Main Street sidewalk project, and
the reconfiguration of the intersection of Blain Road
and Riverside Drive, First Selectwoman Amy St. Onge
gave special credit to Tyra Penn-Gesek, Thompson's
Director of Planning & Development, for helping
procure the CIF Grant and expressed excitement for
what's to come,

*“This grant is really attributed to our foresight, the
fact that in the last couple of years we've been able to
see things that need to be fixed and plan for that, In the
case of Main Street, T think it was in 2021 or 2022 that
we appropriated funds for construction documents
and engineering of Main Street, so we planned ahead
which put us in the position to leverage it against
grants,” sald St. Onge. “We have to continue to look
ahead to the future, see what our needs are and plan
ahead so that when grant opportunities come along,
we can take advantage of them. This is a great time
for us.”

The presentation was led by Yuyang Lin, a profes-
sional engineer and certified professional traffic oper-
ations engineer with Freeman Companies, LLC, who
provided some of the first concrete visual represen-
tations of the various projects. The centerpiece of the
discussion was the reconfiguration of the intersection
of Main Street and Riverside Drive which currently
includes a straight away and two curves with an island

Turn To INTERSECTION page A11

Killingly Town
Manager Mary Calorio
made the announce-
ment during the Town
Council’s meeting on
Dee. 10 following an offl-
cial press release on the

town website earlier that
morning.
“The Little Theater

on  Broad Street s
being nominated for
multiple awards by

BroadwayWorld. This is

really cool. They're the
largest theater site on the
internet and they cover
professional Broadway
and well as communi-
tyv, We have a number
of nominations,” said

Calorio. *“This is a really
great honor just in get-
ting the nominations, to
see our cast members
being nominated as
well as our productions
Tum To THEATER pace A1l

TEEG hosts annual Christmmas distribution

BY JASON BLEAL
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

THOMPSON — This
time of the vear organi-
zations make it a priority
to assist families in pro-
viding a wonderful holi-
day for local children. For
the staff and volunteers
at TEEG, the holidays
are a special time of giv-
ing culminating in their
annual Christmas dis-
tribution where families
from Thompson, Pomfret,
and Woodstock are given
the chance to pick out
gifts and food to help with
their holiday needs.

The event has long
been a staple of TEEG's
annual calendar, drawing
donations from across the

Guiet Corner and beyond
to help preserve the
magic of Christmas for
more than 150 children,
The program benefits
from donations collected
at gift tag sites, private
tov drives, and individu-
al donations to fill their
needs,

TEEG Volunteer
Coordinator Liz Perry
explained how the distri-
bution works.

“We help a lot of fam-
ilies in our area, specifi-
cally Pomfret, Thompson
and Woodstock., We get
these toys in from our tag
sites and other donations,
and they're sorted and
organized for the clients
to pick through. We have
an abundance of cloths

this vear Our families
can request one specific
gift and shop for addition-
al items off the tables™
Perry said. “Many of our
clients rely on this to be
able to provide their kids
with toys and gifts for
Christmas.”

In addition to the
donations, Community
Programs Manager

Danielle Marrow-Rivera
added that whether It's
the toy drives that pro-
vide the donations or the
distribution itself volun-
teers who give their time
are essential to making
the event a success.
“TEEG is the driver of
the bus, but the bus is
filled by volunteers, and
we wouldn't be able to

do it without them,” she
said.

The 2024 Christmas
gift distribution was held
on Dec. 14 where clients
were guided by person-
al shoppers who helped
them pick items sorted
by age and gift type An
outdoor area allowed cli-
ents to take from a large
selection of cloths includ-
ing sleepwear. casual
wear, and winterwear
The estimated numbers
for the 2024 distribution
came in at 78 families and
156 kids while a series of
food distributions for the
holidays the following
week provided resourc-
es for holiday feasts for
even more families in the
region,

The Arc Eastern Connecticut achieves
record milestones at Donation Station

WOODSTOCK =
For The Arc Eastern
Connecticut’s Donation
Station in Woodstock, 2024
has been a record-break-
ing vear. The bottle-and-
can redemption center
crushed a milesione in
November by hitting the
two million mark for pro-
cessing returned contain-
ers., So far, the team has
recycled 2003968 return-
able items this year, which
shatters the tally from
last year (1,759,078). The
record-breaking number
has inspired team mem-
bers. Anthony, a Donation
Station employee, shout-
ed, “Let's do 3 million next
vear!”

The Donation Station
also set a new one-day
processing  record of
22,671 items, smash-
ing the previous record
of 12,000. To handle the
increased volume of dona-

Turn To ARC page A11

The Arc Eastern Connectlcut’s Donatlon Station team celebrates the 2Z-million
redeemable bottles and cans.
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TMHS pathways staying on pace

N O R T H
GROSVENORDALE
Establishing partner-
ships with various orga-
nizations in the region,
such as Eastern CT
Workforce Investment
Board, Ready CT, Electric
Boat, American Welding
Society, Day Kimball
Hospital, CT  State
Community College, and
Defense Industrial Base
Talent Pipeline Program,
is helping to keep
Tourtellotte Memorial
High School’s (TMHS)
career pathways aligned
with current job trends.

Curriculum and
course development is
an ongoing process in
Thompson. Thanks to
the strong partnerships
established with multiple
organizations, the path-
ways offered are meeting

with

Connecticut’s workforce
needs. TMHS teachers
actively engage in profes-
sional learning opportu-
nities that help them stay
relevant to job market
trends, which is essential
as they continue revis-
ing the school’s Program
of Studies. Thompson
Public Schools are lis-
tening to our students’
goals for their future, and
the district is developing
courses that will lead
to high-interest career
options responsive to the
labor market.

TMHS teachers are
collaborating with other
small comprehensive
high schools to learn
from each other how best
to meet industry employ-
ment demands. Site visits
and technical assistance
from  Superintendent

[}
Kristina Marti!!au and
her team at Westbrook

Public Schools -
Westbrook provided
Thompson educators

with invaluable advice
as we began our partner-
ship with Electric Boat
and Senedia to expand
the welding program.
TMHS is now paying
back this favor by pro-
viding other districts in
our region with this same
support.

Thompson has also
been fortunate to have
strong support from
US Congressman Joe

in training high school
students for careers in
the shipbuilding trade on
CapitolHill. USEducation
Secretary Miguel
Cardona took time out
of his busy schedule to
contact Superintendent
Smith directly to let us
know, “The more we
can get comprehensive
high schools to provide
options for students that
lead to high school stu-
dents getting high paying
careers but doesn’t limit
their ability to go to col-
lege the better off we are
going to be.”

ob trends

to taking a more active
role in promoting career
opportunities for all stu-
dents in the northeast cor-
ner. The school will host a
Manufacturing, Welding,
and Engineering Career
Fair on Friday, Jan. 17
from 9 to 11 a.m. Students
will receive assistance
completing employment
applications, learn about
upcoming internships,
and meet representatives
from the industry. Schools
interested in sending
students should contact
Kevin Panganiban at
Kpanganiban@thomp-
sonpublicschools.org.

Exchanging ideas
through collaborative
efforts, maintaining

important partnerships,
and revising courses and
career pathways will
allow Thompson stu-
dents to learn employ-
able skills and/or set a
foundation for future
study in a career. The
focus of Thompson
Public Schools is to stay
on pace with industry
trends while continuing
to update course offer-
ings that are relevant and
of high interest to keep
students engaged in the
learning process.

Courtney, who has high-

light-
ed the
prog-
ress
TMHS
h a s
made
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Central processing unit
4. Taxi

7. Body part

8. Papal court

public debuts
12. Metal shackles
13. Joseph’s wife
14. Licensed professional
16. Partner to cheese
17. Mild fruits
19. File format
20. Province of Indonesia
21. Beloved grilled foods
25. Bar bill
26. Don’t know when yet
27. Whale ship captain

CLUES DOWN

1. Of cadmium
2. Deliver a sermon

4. Aggressive dog

5. Smells

6. Twofold

8. Former OSS

9. Computer language
11. Indian groom

14. Automobile

15. Hairstyle

18. Atomic #76

19. Guy (slang)

20. Ladies’ undergarments

23. Back-arc basin
24, Partner to flow

10. Young women making their

3. Inner regions of a shadow

22. Furniture with open shelves
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29. Touches softly
30. Mock

31. Red-brown Pacific sea bream
32. Summer entertainment options

39. Protective crust
41. Cool!

42. Behave in a way that belittles

43. Denial
44, A place to sleep
45. Electronic counter-

countermeasures
46. Intestinal pouches
48. SE Asia family of languages
49. Sound
50. Select

51. Give the impression of dishonesty

52. Witness

27. A type of horse

28. Possesses

29. Split pulses

31. Small amount

32. Flat-bottomed riverboat
33. Not good

34. Atomic #31

35. Assist in committing a crime

36. Chauvinists
37. Get away
38. One of a people who speaks
a Semitic language
39. Civil rights college organization

40. Combustible dark rocks
44, Grocery container
47. Central nervous system

TMHS is committed

Wreaths Across America
ceremony beld in Putnam

about the extraordinary service
of two local Civil War veter-
ans, William B. Whittemore and
William Sullivan Beebe, noting
“Whittemore survived five gun-
shot wounds and Beebe won the
Congressional Medal of Honor.”

The annual “Wreaths Across
America” tribute started in
2005, and has grown in popular-
ity. Putnam’s first observance
was in 2011, and was a joint
effort of the Town of Putnam,
The American Legion Post
and the VFW Post. The partic-
ipants in the ceremony includ-
ed the American Legion Post
#13, the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post #1523, the Putnam
Elks #574 Veterans Committee,
Veteran’s
Coffee House, and the Town
of Putnam. Speakers included
Michael Rocchetti, VFW Post
1523 Past Commander Robert
Challinor, and Alan Joslin for
the Danielson Veteran’s Coffee
House. The National Anthem
was sung by Emily Lajoie, and
taps was played on the bugle
Tyler Eddy. The honor
guard consisted of Michael

PUTNAM — A patriotic obser-
vance was held at high-noon on
Saturday, Dec. 14 at Putnam’s
Veterans Memorial Park - in
fact, similar events were occur-
ring at veterans’ memorials
and cemeteries nation-wide.
Wreaths were placed to recog-
nize the soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and Marines who are serv-
ing, have served, and those who
have departed from our ranks.

According to the master of
ceremonies, American Legion
Post 13 Commander Michael
Rocchetti, “The watchwords for
the Wreaths Across America
Observance are: Remember,
Honor, and Teach. We remem-
ber the sacrifices made by our
veterans, we honor their legacy,
and we teach our younger gen-
erations the value of freedom.”

“It was a very cold day, but
the sun was shining, the sky
was clear and blue, and the
winds were calm. It was a great
day for this ceremony,” added
Rocchetti.

Inhisaddress, Rocchetti spoke

the Danielson

by

Vassar, Chas Mackenzie,
Curt Prochowski, and Frank
Tremont and members of VFW
Post #1523. The invocation and
benediction was given by Janet
Muscara. The wreath layers
included: Robert Warrender,
Bill Schmidt, Ron Pariseau,
Rita Barylski, Thomas Lajoie,
Al Heath, Janet Muscara
Schmidt, Hans Lowell, and Alan
Joslin. Wreaths were placed at
Veterans Park, at three bridg-
es over the Quinebaug River,
and at every cemetery in town
where veterans are buried.

Rocchetti also had words of
praise for the Town of Putnam:
“The Parks & Recreation
Director Willie Bousquet and
his assistant Marcy Dawley did
a lot of work behind the scenes
to make this happen —and I am
very grateful for their support.
Also Gene Palazzo did a fantas-
tic job setting up the ceremonial
site — with chairs, a podium, and
a sound system. How lucky we
are to live in such a wonderful
community!”

Target donates gift cards to
Access Emergency Shelter tor

holiday gifts

DANIELSON — Access Community Action Agency is excited to announce that Target’s Killingly
store has generously donated gift cards to support holiday gifts for families staying at our Emergency

Shelter.

This is the second donation from Target this year, following their earlier support for general shelter
needs. The 40-bed Emergency Shelter at 51 Reynolds St. provides a safe place for families and individ-
uals facing homelessness. In addition to offering secure housing, the shelter provides three meals a
day, clothing, hygiene items, and comprehensive case management services to address the root causes
of homelessness and help guests regain stability. Each guest works with a case manager to create an

VILLAGER ALMANAC

At CT AUDUBON

Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust properties
for the week of Dec. 9: Pileated Woodpecker, Northern
Harrier, Eastern Meadowlark, Bald Eagle, American Tree
Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, Red-tailed
Hawk, Mockingbird, Raven, Purple Finch, House Finch,
Brown Creeper, Barred Owl. Visit ctaudubon.org/pom-
fret-home.
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action plan focused on medical care,
housing solutions, employment, treat-
ment programs, and transportation

support. With the holidays approach-
ing, Target’s generous gift card donation
will help ensure that guests receive spe-
cial gifts, bringing some joy during this
challenging time.

“We are incredibly grateful for
Target’s continued generosity and sup-
port,” said Sherry Perkins, Specialist,
Fund Development. “This donation not
only helps us meet the urgent needs of
individuals and families in our shel-
ter but also brings holiday cheer to
those who are working hard to regain
stability and move toward a brighter
future. Target’s commitment allows us
to provide much-needed gifts and cre-
ate a more positive, hopeful experience

during a difficult time.”

Quiet
Corner
Al-Anon
group meets

Wednesdays

WOODSTOCK — An open Al-Anon
meeting meets at the East Woodstock
Congregational = Church  every
Wednesday from 7:30-8:30 p.m.

The Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family
Group is open to anyone affected by
alcoholism, family or friend. Any
enquiries can be directed to 860-634-
3271.
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Holiday Hours: The
Killingly Historical &
Genealogical  Society
will be closed New Year’s
Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1.
It will be open as usual
on Saturday, Dec. 28 and
Saturday, Jan. 4.

Inclement Weather: If
the day is snowy or icy,
listen to WINY to see if
the Center will be open.
You may also call the
Center at 860-779-7250
after 10:15 to see if some-
one is there.

Many
of you were living
here in Northeastern
Connecticut 50 years ago,
in December, 1974. Let’s
take a glimpse back in
time and see what was
going on in our commu-
nity. On Sunday, Dec. 22,
the Danielson Baptist
Church was presenting
“A Christmas Drama
‘Those Three Fools--The
Wise Men’ by Marion
Fairman at 7:30 p.m.
In the cast are Susan
Salmon of Brooklyn,
Ruth and David Chandler
of Danielson, Wilson
Baxter of Killingly
and Howard Curry of
Moosup. Following the
drama the Pageant of the
Nativity will be present-
ed...” The public is invit-
ed. (Windham County
Transcript, Thursday,
Dec. 19, 1974, p. 14; Kill-
inglypl.org).

“The
children of the Dayville
Fire District enjoyed
a Christmas party on
Sunday, December 22
at St. Joseph Catholic
Center. The children were
shown Walt Disney mov-
ies. Then Santa Claus
arrived on one of the fire
trucks and distributed
gifts. Refreshments were

The King and the Pauper

Readers

Christmas 50 years ago

served.” (WCT Dec.
26, 1974, p. 5; in the
Dayville column of
Mrs. Arthur Tessier-
-perhaps you remem-
ber her).

“On Wednesday,
December 18 Junior
(Girl Scout) Troop
5240 held a meet-
ing at St. Ignatius
Church hall. The
opening was saying the
Girl Scout Promise and
Laws, and singing ‘She
Wears a G for Generosity.’
They went Christmas
caroling at the Mary
Cliff Rest Home and dis-
tributed candy bouquets
to the patients...” (Ibid).
“Junior troop 5128 held a
meeting on Tuesday, Dec.
17, at St. Joseph Catholic
Center. There were 16
girls present. They lis-
tened to Christmas car-
ols while they finished
the yarn angels...”
(Ibid). “The Unwanted
Eleven 4-H group held
their Christmas Party
on Friday, Dec. 20.
Punch, cookies, candy
and chips were served.
Entertainment was
provided by Margaret
Gibeault, Althea Pappas,
Vincent Baiocchetti,
Leslie Baranski and
Frances Preece. They
played Christmas carols
on their musical instru-
ments...” (Ibid). Perhaps
you belonged to one of
these groups and can
share additional memo-
ries.

T h e
front page of that last
Transcript for 1974 car-
ried a photo honoring a
retiring postal employ-
ee. Robert D. Nash “was
presented a citation (at
Hank’s Restaurant)
by Postmaster Julien
Barrette and offered con-

may rec-

gratulations by Stanley
Orszulak, chairman of
the event. Nash has been
a rural route carrier for
the past 12 years.” (Ibid,
p.1).

B o vy
Scout Troop 44 of
Brooklyn honored its
new Eagle Scout James
Gallow on Dec. 16, 1974
at a Court of Honor.
That Windham County
Transcript showed a pic-
ture of him being pinned
by his mother Luisa
Gallow as his father
James looked on. (p.1).

If you’ve been
shopping in stores and
not just online, perhaps
you’'ve seen a perennial
Christmas decoration,
the Nutcracker. Perhaps
you even have one or
more among your favor-
ite decorations. I won-
dered how long they had
been in existence and
how they came to be so
did a search on the inter-
net. AI gave the follow-
ing little story, “The nut-
cracker originated in 17th
century Germany, partic-
ularly the Ore Mountains
region. One legend says
a farmer promised to
reward his village if
someone could invent a
better nutcracker. A pup-
peteer from the village of
Dzifa created a colorful
wooden puppet with jaws
that could crack nuts, and
the village was award-
ed.” “Nutcrackers come

but in Christianity we meet God in Jesus. The truth
is a Person who dies for us. Wonderfully enlight-

KiLuNGLy
AT 300

MARGARET
WEAVER

in many shapes
and sizes, includ-
ing soldiers, kings,
animals, and other
characters.” (AI)

“Nutcracker
dolls, also known
as Christmas nut-
crackers, are dec-
orative nutcrack-
er figurines most
commonly made
to resemble a toy
soldier. In German tradi-
tion, the dolls are sym-
bols of good luck, fright-
ening away malevolent
spirits. While nearly all
nutcrackers from before
the first half of the 20th
century are functional, a
significant proportion of
modern nutcrackers are
primarily decorative, and
not able to crack nuts.”
(Wikipedia).

“Standing wooden nut-
crackers in the form of
soldiers and kings were
shown in the Sonneberg
and Erzgebirge regions
of Germany by 1800
and 1830, the term
‘Nussknacker’ appeared
in the dictionary of the
Brothers Grim, often
in the form of a mis-
shaped little man, in
whose mouth the nut,
by means of a leaver or
screw, is cracked open. In
1872 Wilhelm Fuchtner,
known as the father of
the nutcracker, made the
first commercial produc-
tion of nutcrackers using
the lathe to create many
of the same design. The
Leavenworth Nutcracker
Museum shows an
1880 miner of Wilhelm
Fuchtner along with a
miner presently made
in the Fuchtner
family workshops.
Today many
wooden toy sol-
dier nutcrackers
are manufactured

in Germany to meet the
demands of the many
collectors in the. United
States. This interest is
renewed each year by
the many productions of
the Nutcracker Ballet.”
(https://www.nutcrack-
ermuseum.com/history.
htm)

Each December brings
reruns of classic mov-
ies. On a whim, my son
and I watched Frosty the
Snowman, which I hadn’t
seen in ages and The
Sound of Music, which
has to be one of my all-
time favorites. I grew up
playing the music from
that so much for my lit-
tlest sister Susie that my
mother said it was time
to teach her some nurs-
ery rhymes. I'm sure you
have favorites, too.

Do you recall Rudolph?
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer first appeared in
a 1939 promotional book-
let that the department
store Montgomery Ward
gave away to children
at Christmas that year.
A catalog writer by the
name of Robert L. May
came up with the story of
Rudolph, inspired by his
own childhood of being
an outcast

Montgomery Ward gave
May the rights to his
story, and along with his
songwriter brother-in-
law, he turned the tale
of the ridiculed reindeer
into a beloved Christmas
song. In the hands of
famous cowboy Gene
Autry, “Rudolph the Red
Nosed-Reindeer” became
a hit in 1949. The classic
stop-motion television
special debuted in 1964.”
(https://www.history.
com/news/the-origins-of-
6-classic-christmas-songs

Margaret M. Weaver

Killingly Municipal
Historian, @ December
2024. For additional

information email me
at margaretmweaver@
gmail.com or visit the
Killingly Historical
Center at 196 Main St.,
Danielson, Wednesday or
Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
or call 860-779-7250. Like
us at Facebook www.face-
book.com/Kkillinglyhis-
toricalsociety. Mail for
the Killingly Historical &
Genealogical Society, Inc.
or the Killingly Historical
and Genealogical Center
should be sent to PO Box
265, Danielson, CT 06329.
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itle, “The any world religions and philosophies focus on

Prince P selfish and unappeasable gods, or on the self-righ- CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396
THE FEWS

and the teous deeds performed by

Pauper.” It e e e o o o o+ peligious people. Christianity

is a novel, takes the pressure off. Jesus

published JOHN came to love, to give, and to

by Mark HANSON save. His salvation is free and

available to all. Ironically,
many have trouble embrac-
ing the only love-based reli-
gion in the world, because
Christian believers must
take the same humble route
Jesus took. In other words,
many people are prepared to
do hard things for religion,
but are not comfortable with
humbly admitting their need
for a Savior, and then simply
following that Savior, as He
leads them to eternal life.

The King of Kings became
a Pauper so see could all see
how a human being could
be humble and obedient in
a world where pride and
self-sufficiency are highly
regarded. It is a unique, true
story which will soon climax
with the crowning of that
Pauper, as King of Kings.

Bishop John W. Hanson
oversees Acts II Ministries in
Thompson. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
Actsll.org.

Twain in
1881, in
which a
prince and a pauper switch places and experience
life, immersed in each other’s worlds. But have you
heard the story of the King and the Pauper? This is
a story in which the King of the Universe becomes
a pauper, so He can show His love to the world. We
celebrate that story each Dec. 25. For many, it is
“the most wonderful time of the year.”

Christmas is not wonderful because of the pres-
ents or decorations; it is wonderful because it is
a celebration of a birth like no other. Jesus’ birth
was not special like the birth of a famous celebrity;
it was far more significant and consequential. We
celebrate Christmas because it is when The King of
Kings was born a Pauper, so He could redeem man-
kind. Jesus was God in a human body, “reconciling
the world unto Himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19).

Jesus’ birth was so special that the stars and
angels couldn’t help but shout about it. But it was
also special because God came to earth so humbly
and unassumingly - without human fanfare. God
lived among us so we could all see how a poor, uned-
ucated person could be born to blue-collar parents,
live among a repressed people whose religion had
been hijacked, and still change the world. The story
is unlike any other in all the religions of the world

Pastor Jonathan Dodson captures the heart of
Christianity like this:

The truth is
that God is Jesus.
Christianity is the
only religion where
God is born as a
man, and becomes
fully human. This
is the height of
enlightenment.
All other religions
teach that humans
must work their
way toward divin-
ity The truth is
Jesus. The truth
is a person who
dies in our place,
for our crimes, and
in turn gives us
his life. The truth
is that God works
his way down to
humanity and dies
for us. That’s grace.
See, the truth isn’t
a special prayer or
code word we say
at the pearly gates.
In Christianity,
the truth is essen-
tially revealed in
a Person, Jesus,
full of grace and
humility In all
other religions L
God is impersonal,

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Cheers to a new year!

As the calendar turns the page, we wish you the very best in the
year ahead.
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Some trivia to
help those New

Year’s resolutions

The new year is just around the cor-
ner, and with that come new year’s res-
olutions.

Many people view Jan. 1 as a new
slate, a new beginning. While there are
several people who view September, the
start of the school year as a new begin-
ning, the bulk of individuals like to
begin anew in the dead of winter. We
hear the same resolutions every year
— less screen time, work out more, eat
healthy, kick smoking, kick sugar, reach
out to friends and family more, and to
write more handwritten notes, to name
a few. Most resolutions, however, come
back to health. We thought it would be
fun to get to know how our bodies work
with some interesting facts before the
start of the new year, in hopes to give a
new and different perspective to things
you may want to change or keep the
same. The largest bone in the human
body is the femur, which can support 30
times the weight of a person’s body. The
femur is stronger than steel. Interesting
to note a person’s little finger contrib-
utes to 50 percent of the hand’s strength.
It would take an individual who types 60
words per minute, eight hours per day
for 50 years to type the human genome.
Messages from the brain travel along
nerves at a speed of 200 miles per hour.
If a person’s DNA was uncoiled it would
travel the distance of 10 billion miles,
essentially from Earth to Pluto and back
again. It takes roughly 200 muscles to
take one step, and a human skeleton
renews itself every ten years.

By the time we reach the age of 70,
we will have consumed 12,000 gallons
of water.

Time to break out the Scope — good
or bad, there is more bacteria in the
human mouth than there are people in
the world. We can detect taste in .0015
seconds, faster than the time it takes to
blink. Our taste buds rejuvenate new
taste cells every two weeks.

Our brain consists of 86 billion nerve
cells that are joinedby1l00trillioncon-
nections. That’s a lot of wiring. The
brain uses as much energy as a 10-watt
light bulb. The strongest muscle in the
human body is the jaw muscle. The liver
is the only organ in our bodies that can
regenerate. If damaged enough though,
the liver will refuse to function. The
lining in our stomachs is replaced every
four to five days so as not to digest itself.
When someone sneezes, it could travel
up to 100 mph.

Our fingernails grow faster on our
dominant hand. An adult who weighs
150 pounds has a skeleton that weighs
roughly 21 pounds.

The average human will walk roughly
100,000 miles in a lifetime, comparable to
walking around the earth four times. On
average, we have about five pounds of
bacteria in our digestive systems.

Blood circulates in our bodies rough-
ly 12,00 miles per day and a human
heart beats over three billion times over
the course of our lives. Humans spend
roughly 33 percent of their lives asleep;
by comparison, a dog spends about 44
percent asleep.

A person takes about 23,000 breaths
per day. The human eye can distinguish
between approximately 10 million differ-
ent colors.

Fingers do not have muscles that facil-
itate movement. The tendons in our
fingers are moved by the muscles in our
forearms. We hope our fun and interest-
ing facts will instigate a shift to a health-
ier lifestyle in the new year.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION __.

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Joy to our world

To the Editor:

Are we getting excited yet little Trumpers?
Not about Christmas a short week away. No,
I'm talking about getting your popcorn and
soda pop ready for the really great show you
all had a hand in scripting. On Jan. 20, the
Great Fraudster, President Palooka, will place
his hand on the Bible (“Why is it burning?”),
and once again desecrate the Oath of Office.
Then proceed to take a sledge hammer to the
Constitution, the same one past generations
of your own families swore to defend.

He will then proceed to blither what
should become the first inaugural address
to be live fact-checked (Tariffs are good, very
good). The Kremlin may just have decreed a
national holiday.

George Washington first took that same
Oath at the birth of our nation. Lincoln’s
second address spoke to a divided nation the
words “With malice toward none, with char-
ity for all.”

Divider Trump will enter office with his
long list of vengeance “With malice toward
everyone, with charity for none.” He says
whoever spoke out against his malfeasance
and lawlessness should be jailed (no mention
of a trial). The new Trump, same as the old
Trump.

Here are a few excerpts from FDR’s
3rd address in 1941: “On each national day
of Inauguration since 1789, the people have
renewed their sense of dedication to the
United States.”

“In Washington’s day the task of the peo-
ple was to create and weld together a Nation.”

“In Lincoln’s day the task of the people
was to preserve the Nation from disruption
from within.”

“Most vital to our present and to our
future is this experience of a democracy
which successfully survived crisis at home;
put away many evil things.”

“No, democracy is not dying.”

Thanks to you, Trumpers, these sincere
words of hope will dissolve and float away
into the ether. They will be crushed underfoot
by the most virulent and malevolent human
to ever set foot into the White House, incred-
ibly for the second time. Yes, democracy is
now dying. All who voted for Trump may now
take a bow. And insult the memory of those
who died to defend it.

I would like to comment on two more
scumbags Trump has picked to help lead our
country over the edge. I do so only because I
have my trusty vomit bag nearby.

Departing FBI Director Christopher Wray;,
in hisresignation speech, said of the Bureau’s
loyal agents: “We’re on the American peo-
ple’s side, the Constitution’s side.” He also
brought up some facts about recent domes-
tic terrorism no one knew about, thwarting
attacks on: A busy pier in San Francisco; A
crowded hospital outside Kansas City during
Covid; A Fourth of July parade in downtown
Cleveland; Disrupting a mass casualty plot

There are two types of “Person

agents of the FBI’s Intelligence Division.

the terrorist’s new best friend comes to pass,

care if someone else gets blown to hash.

Once again, we see Trump’s instincts in :
: family, it is not a familiar
: place.
of the ATF (Alcohol Tobacco Firearms). :
‘nated the culture, the school

full gear as he picks Arizona failed politi-
cian and sycophant Blake Masters as head

He has experience in firearms alright. He

builds his own “Ghost Guns,” an untraceable :
homemade 3D printer weapon. Even though :
they’re illegal in nine states and restricted in :
:the top of our lungs in a
: convertible on a hot summer
‘ night. In the year that’s past,
‘T snuggled with my oldest
: granddaughter and listened
‘to an entire Taylor Swift
‘album. My granddaughter
: was worried about my reac-
‘tion to the “swears,” which
- were mild. I liked the music
: more than I thought I would.
‘ Best of all was the cozy time
- with her.

to her liking, she shot it, then turned the gun :

seven more, 35 states give them legal status.
Although in recent years tens of thousands
have been recovered from the scenes of vio-
lent crimes across the country. Masters calls
them “Very legal, very cool.” And as an
afterthought, he is an admirer of good ol’
Ted Kaczinski, better known as the notorious
Unabomber.
Just so you know.

One other thing I had forgotten to men-
tion about Head of Homeland Security nom-
inee Krist Noem. Following Trump’s psycho-
sis for loyalty, when her dog refused to obey

on a goat. Uh oh, where’s that bag of mine...

Hegseth, Patel, Gabbard, Masters, Noem.
The only thing separating them from us is
this: Will the Republican Senators, the final
under Trump’s pressure of primary politics
man’s weakness to hold on to power, to make
them decide against the public good. This is
what Trump is all about.

would we never need worry about the days

going to see it.
Keep in mind that 75 million of us sup-

cannot be afraid to continue to speak out.

on Bugbee’s Corner, in the rain, and shout I
was wrong.

from north of your border.

RICK ROCHELEAU

DANIELSON ' new food, or at least food

‘prepared in new ways. I've
- cooked thousands of meals,
:some rather good, most
‘quite average. Perhaps T'll

of the Year” —

which one does Trump belong to?

To the Editor:

Time Magazine’s “Person of the Year” for
2024 — Donald Trump. Many people are out-
raged, and many are elated, but it needs to be
put in perspective. The person, group, idea or
object that “for better or for worse, has done
the most to influence the events of the year”
has been the criteria since its inception in
1928.

I think most of us assume that the title is
awarded only for positive actions and good

ous to me which group Trump belongs to.

Merry Christmas

To the Editor:

I’'m hoping this letter will be all by itself, as
this is the last editorial cycle before Christmas
next Wednesday.

However passionate as we can be about
things, even things we like can burn us out.
I’'m hoping that folks are taking this holiday
season to chill, relax, and break up the monot-
ony of our various daily grinds.

This includes the people who would be
upset that I named this “Merry Christmas.” 1
could go into a big, long recap about how New
England used to ban Christmas celebrations
in its more Puritan days or mention the histo-
ry of Christmas being rebranded into a happy
fun Santa time at the end of the year that

takes Christmas beyond its religious roots,é C AL
: versation. My writing group

but darn it. It’s Christmas.

Lastly, my condolences to the people that:
are freaking out that 2024 is only weeks away :
from being over. Yes, I'm wondering where:
the year went myself, and this year I got so:

wrapped up in things that the calendar next: .
‘nearby pottery studio. But

to my desk still says May.

As human beings, we’re not wired to grind :
on forever. Take a break from the hustle cul-: need 1 € P
- write it down, paint it, or let

Blessed Feast Of The Nativity, Merry§ 0. I
: expiration date.

ture every so often. You’ll notice it.

Christmas, and Blessed Christmastide to all.

JAY GERHART

PurNnaM : €€t I
- office hideouts and encour-

‘age others to do the same.
:I’'ll cherish groups that fos-
‘ ters expression and conver-
“ sation. I'll attend even more

How would the ﬁgéllg Igaunst polio have played out

To the Editor:

Back in the early 1950’s, a highly infec-
tious disease called poliomyelitis was rap-
idly spreading. By 1952, 350,000 cases were
reported worldwide, with 58,000 of those in
the U.S. During the mid-20th century, half a
million people were Killed or paralyzed by
polio annually. After extensive testing Jonas
Salk’s vaccine was introduced and licensed
in 1955, and by 1962, there were only 160 cases
remaining in the U.S. Through internation-
al initiatives involving WHO, UNICEE, the
Rotary Foundation and the Department of
Health and Human services the number of
cases were brought down by 99 percent within
two decades.

The incoming administration has nomi-

r.s world?

nated Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. as Secretary of : 5416 and dance. It’s easy- just

‘look around. The parking is
: free. the tickets are inexpen-
. : . . - si d bably k

in spite of proof to the opposite, that vaccines : zé‘;i;)rﬁe%%utﬁosﬁovg ?gg
cause autism. He has stated that “no vaccine : )
is safe and effective.” Where would our coun- :
try, or the world, be if we had such an indi-:
vidual serving in that position in the 1950’s? : ;. :
What will happen to us in the future when the : bits of wisdom become clear.
next health disaster occurs? Someone who:
believes in conspiracy theories and ignores :

scientific facts is not a good candidate for a ent and stay creative. Time

- will pass but we can bend it

JEAN MCNALLY a bit to our will.

WOODSTOCK :

Health and Human services. This is a man
who is a vaccine denier, who spreads disinfor-
mation regarding vaccines, who still believes,

position that has the potential to jeopardize
the health of millions of people.

By Nancy Weiss

As2024comestoanendand

: the winter solstice brings us
‘more slants of light, it is
:worth thinking about what
- happened in the 365 days

in Oklahoma City set for Election Day, to just
In Vi<lanbma L iy 56 L0r ueTtion Day 10 USt ¢ vehind us and what the next

name a few. This is the work of the tireless : : t
. year will bring. Every year I
: write in my diary what I did,

Which brings us to Trump’s pick to take up :
the reins as head of the FBI, one Kash Patel, :
a dedicated Trump bootlicker. He has openly
stated that on day one he will shut down the :
Hoover Building, eliminate the Intelligence :
Division and re-open it the next day as a:

museum to the deep state. If the wishes of : )
- don’t see reform on my hori-

get ready to see the results and say “Oh, that’s : zon, but I recommend we all

terrible.” You think you’re safe living in this :
little corner. Just remember, we are still a :
part of a whole nation. Even if you might not :
: the older people in a group.

thought and want to recall
from someone else’s stories.
When I reread the entries,
I am disappointed. I didn’t
dig deeper, try harder have
more fun and make changes.
As the clock keeps ticking, I

keep trying.
Often now, I am one of

As the youngest child in my

Those of us in the
Boomer generation domi-

systems and music. Oh, the

music! What fun to dance
the night away or sing at

In the new year, I'll find

Ean app and listen to some-
: thing new every week. To be

‘ fair; I'll add remakes of the
arbiters of this collection of crackpots, wilt :

recordings I loved long ago,

- . 1 [ y : including the classics.
in their home states as they did during his :

two impeachments? This is coercion aimed at :

Food is not of special

interest to me, but my hus-
- band loves it. He can throw

- himself

If only they had stiffened their backbones : japanese breakfast like one

and sent Orange PT. Barnum packing, then : he remembers from a trip
. :years ago.
of authority abuse that lay ahead. And you'’re : jy;5iness he shares with our
‘older daughter brims with

. interesting combinations of
posedly sore losers said no to this bum. We ' tastes thatg he creates. insist-
“ing that I at least try the

And if by some miracle the Republic has not : gooey product he offers me

fallen in four years, I will be the first to stand : from a dripping spoon. I
“helped out in the commer-

: cial kitchen where they rent

Congratulations to Jay Gerhart for the : space and a fellow gave me a

lovely compliment you recently received smash burger with pimento

: cheese sauce. Delicious!

into making a

The chocolate

In the new year, I'll try

“dust off the wok or try to
deeds, but that’s not the case. While it’s true:
that many past recipients have been exem-:
plary role models, there’s another group that :
were the exact opposite. A few examples —:
Vladimir Putin (2007), Ayatollah Khomeini:
(1979), and Adolf Hitler (1938). It's obvi-:
:time with a group of poets,
:walk with a co-poet laure-
ToDD PATRIE :
POMFRET CENTER :
‘read poems at the Vanilla

:Bean. My book club has

‘been around for 40 years.

‘I'm delighted every time we

make kimchi. Going out for
a smash burger sounds good
too.

Our area is brimming
with creative people. I spend

ate, listened to the new poet
laureate of Woodstock, and

meet and enjoy lively con-

talks on zoom. I attended a
handful of art gallery shows.
I participated in a birthday
celebration that focused
on making “joy bowls” at a

time is passing and all of us
need to complete projects,

it go. Even creativity has an

In the new year, I'll col-
lect my poems from random

:musical performances, the-

g0.
As the years pile up, minor
Turn up the radio, make

new friends, treasure the old
ones, eat something differ-
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2024: A year of change for the markets and economy

2024 will go into the his-
tory books as the year the
recession never arrived.
After the Federal Reserve
raised interest rates
sharply in 2023 to fight
a post-pandemic spike
in inflation, concerns
grew early this year that
economic growth would
stall. Instead, the Fed pre-
emptively switched gears.
It began cutting interest
rates in September and—
so far—a recession has
been averted.

The economic soft land-
ing is one of two major
developments this year
that pleasantly surprised
investors and helped the
S&P 500 climb roughly

LETTERS TO

25% through the start
of December. The
other was the resound-
ing election victories
of President-elect
Donald Trump and the
Republican party.

Trump won the pop-
ular vote by a wide
enough margin that
recounts and delays
in declaring the win-
ner were unnecessary.
Likewise, the Republican
party captured control of
both houses of Congress,
which should help the
future president push
through his agenda.

Here’s alook at how the
two major events of 2024
have affected the market
in ways both
expected and
not.

THE EDITOR

Rate cutting
cycle Dbegins.
The US econ-

March to autocracy

To the

omy has
proved amaz-
ingly resil-
ient this year,

Editor: defying expec-

The Editor’s Note in the Dec. 13
Villager completely misses the point
of journalism, and indeed, ignores
the urgent need for reasoned politi-
cal debate. Newspapers such as yours,
and other media, have no obligation
to publish anything. That you choose
to hide under the “opinion” shield
and print easily provable lies is the
problem. Most media consumers don’t
have the time or inclination to fact
check the information they’re inun-
dated with. Poll after poll indicates
that Americans are woefully misin-
formed about the most basic facts of
history and current issues as a result.

Consider the social medium Twitter,
now known as X. At one time, Twitter
decided it was against their policy
to post blatantly false information
without a note of correction. That
was a responsible policy. Then Elon
Musk bought it and reversed policy
by censoring liberal opinion and fea-
turing provably false right-wing lies.

In the Villager, exhibit number one
is the letters regularly written by
Ed DeLuca. Expressing one’s opin-
ion is fine and essential in a func-
tioning democracy. But stating eas-
ily disproven falsehoods to support
one’s opinion is not. There are plen-
ty of examples in Mr. DeLuca’s let-
ters. One egregious example is his
repeated lie about an immigrant
crime wave. Readers will note that
he rarely, if ever, owns up to a false
assertion, just like his hero, Trump.

The flood of lies influences elections
and contributes to our inability to
solve the considerable problems fac-
ing the country It, along with the
distrust it creates in our traditional
institutions, is also an essential step in
the march toward autocracy. Trump’s
constant demonization of media he
doesn’t like is all part of the formu-
la. He has successfully intimidated
critical voices in the media and the
Republican Party with his threats
of retribution, jailing, prosecution
and revoking broadcast licenses.

Speech the criminal autocrat doesn’t
like has already been suppressed.
The mammoth list of GOP senators
who bowed down to Trump is well
known. More recently, tech plutocrats
like Musk, Bezos, and Zuckerberg
have kissed the ring when formerly
they were highly critical. They even
contributed hundreds of millions of
dollars to his campaign and transi-
tion. Editors of newspapers owned
by the super-rich were forbidden
from endorsing Kamala Harris for
President and even required to tem-
per negative stories about Trump.
Now, Trump is suing an Iowa news-
paper and pollster over a poll that was
wrong by a few percentage points.

The purpose of the intimidation is to
eliminate a free press and suppress
free speech. See the Hungarian exam-
ple. And it’s working. The oligarchs
are swooping in to purchase the media
(e.g. Twitter, Washington Post, Wall
Street Journal, Los Angeles Times)
or already own many of them (e.g.
Facebook, Fox News). Their interests
are now fully aligned with Trump’s.
How many Trump nominees aren’t
either billionaires, convicted crim-
inals, election deniers, relatives,
or friends of relatives? Not many.

Media such as ABC, a $200 billion
company, can afford small payoffs to
settle Trump’s frivolous lawsuits, but
can’t afford to lose their broadcast
licenses. Will smaller fry such as local
newspapers be able to survive under
the threat of prosecution and impris-
onment of owners and editors? Or
will they simply capitulate? History
teaches that average citizens, like
many of your readers, will. They will
be silenced one way or another if
Trump’s authoritarian project is not
thwarted.
BiLLy G. TAYLOR
KILLINGLY

tations that
high interest
rates would
choke off eco-
nomic growth
and send the
economy into
recession.
Economic
data has
consistent-
ly come in
stronger than

Focus

LAURENCE
HALE

ADVISER

FINANCIAL

INVESTMENT

next administration.
He continues to talk
about placing tariffs on
imported goods even
though tariffs could
spark at trade war or
inflation. He has also
promised to cut taxes
on corporate earn-

expected, reflecting con-
tinued consumer spend-
ing and solid corporate
earnings growth. Third
quarter GDP grew 2.8
percent, the unemploy-
ment rate remains near
historic lows at 4.2 per-
cent, and corporate earn-
ings are forecast to grow
about 9 percent this year.

So far, the Fed has low-
ered interest rates twice
by a total of 0.75 percent-
age point and it may not
need to do much more.
Thanks to the improved
economic outlook and
Trump policies that may
boost economic growth
and inflation, investors
are only forecasting two
to three additional inter-
est rate cuts over the next
year, which would bring
the federal funds rate
down to around 3.75 to
4.00 percent.

Trump shakes things
up. President-elect
Trump has hit the ground
running, announcing
who will fill the many
leadership rolls in the

ings, Social Security

payments, tips among
other things. And he has
promised to deport illegal
immigrants, which could
spark wage inflation.

Optimists are hopeful
that many of Trump’s
campaign promises are
just opening salvos in
negotiations with foreign
countries and Congress.
But the bond market may
be worried about ever
larger deficits and sticky
inflation. Even though
inflation has deceler-
ated this year and the
Federal Reserve has cut
short-term interest rates,
the yield on the 10-year
Treasury bond yield has
risen slightly from the
start of the year to 4.3
percent.

Because long-term
rates have stayed high,
borrowing to buy a home
or a car has remained
expensive. The bounce
in home sales that was
expected in January
never materialized.
Likewise, the amount of
interest the federal gov-
ernment pays on its debt
has surged. On the flip

side, high interest rates
mean consumers can
generate decent income
by investing in bonds for
the first time in many
years.

Optimism abounds.
With the economy grow-
ing, the Federal Reserve
cutting interest rates, and
President-elect Trump
expected to enact busi-
ness-friendly policies,
investors have reason to
be optimistic. Wall Street
analysts are calling for
S&P 500 earnings to rise
15 percent in 2025.

After the market’s
strong run this year, the
S&P 500’s forward P/E
is at 22.3 as of mid-De-
cember, well above the
30-year average of 16.8.
The index’s forward P/E
has only been higher
during two other periods
since 1985. In both bull
and bear markets, we
rebalance portfolios to
ensure they continue to
reflect investors’ risk tol-
erance levels.

We’re happy to discuss
how the market chang-
es of the past year have
affected your personal
finances or your busi-
ness, and share how
we can help you to cre-
ate a financial strategy
aligned with your specif-
ic goals. Contact us for
a complimentary con-
sultation on our website
at whzwealth.com, or

give us a call at (860) 928-
2341.

Authored by Principal/
Managing Partner
Laurence Hale AAMS,
CRPS®. All indices are
unmanaged, and inves-
tors cannot actually
invest directly into an
index. Unlike invest-
ments, indices do not
incur management fees,
charges, or expenses.
Past performance does
not guarantee future
results. Securities and
advisory services offered
through Commonwealth
Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment
Advisor. These materi-
als are general in nature
and do not address your
specific situation. For
your specific investment
needs, please discuss
your individual circum-
stances with your repre-
sentative. WHZ Strategic
Wealth Advisors does
not provide tax or legal
advice, and nothing in
the accompanying pages
should be construed
as specific tax or legal
advice. 697 Pomfret St.,
Pomfret Center, CT 06259
and 392-A Merrow Rd.,
Tolland, CT 06084. 860-928-
2341. www.whzwealth.
com.

Let your imagination
take you back a few
centuries. Looking out
your window, you might
find a Native American
neighbor digging up

Did You
Know

BY SANDRA AMES AND FAB CUTLERR
ASPINOCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2024)
College Farm/ Yale
University
Northwestern, west-
ern, and southern lines

some roots in your

of College Farm. This is

yard. Why, you might
ask? He may be a Healer, gathering sup-
plies for those who are ill in his tribe.
The land we are referring to is pres-
ently the area between the Quinebaug
River in the city of Putnam and the
Five Mile (“Assawaga”) River in East
Putnam. Early Native Americans had
agreed that there would be no blood-
shed in this area. Medicine Men and
Healers from the various tribes in our
area could harvest what they needed
here without fear of attack. This place
was also designated as a safe meeting
place where disputes were discussed
and decisions agreed upon. This area
has been a special place in the past, and
remains so today.

(Researched by Sandra Cutler Ames,

a tract of at least 600 acres
that in 1701 was given by Major James
Fitch to the trustees of the College
School. ( present day Yale University)
It was hoped that it would become
the school’s permanent home. It later
became the Torrey Farm on the 5 Mile
River Road, East Putnam.

In 1711, John Fisk and James Leavens
obtained the land from the trustees of
what was then Yale College. When they
surveyed and divided the tract in 1742, it
contained about 826 acres.

Researched by Fab Cutler

Memories from the late Willie
Zamagni

Community
Connection

A surprise visitor to Putnam

Babe Ruth was in Putnam with his
wife on Sunday, Oct. 15, 1919. Manager
McDermott of the Putnam Team said he
had agreed to pay Babe Ruth $300. Ruth
said he had agreed to play for $500 not
$300. So—Babe Ruth did not play!

Researched by Willie Zamagni

Added notes on Babe Ruth

Babe Ruth was a pitcher for The Red
Sox and Yankees baseball teams.

Babe Ruth barnstormed in
Connecticut. Barnstorming was what
Major League players did in the off sea-
son. They traveled around the country
when their team wasn’t playing. They
would play against small local teams.

These were called exhibition games.
The players did this to make more
money. Babe Ruth spent many off sea-
sons barnstorming. From 1918 to 1920
Ruth played many exhibition games in
Connecticut.

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\[orin

The Jewelry sfore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA

Located at CVS Plaza

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ [0

morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250

www.Connecticuts
OuietCorner.com
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East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media F1®
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RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Special ends on
December 31

Buy one window or door, get one

0% OFF

WITH

NO NO NO

Money Down Payments Interest

FOR 1 YEAR =

Interest is billed during promo period but will be waived if the amount
financed is paid in full before 12-month promo period expires.

I NANDERSEN

WINDOWS & DOORS

* Our beautiful, custom-made entry doors will transform We handle every part of
how you feel about your home the replacement process

« Our composite Fibrex® material is twice as strong as
vinyl, so our weather-tight seals stay weather-tight g Sell

* We handle the entire process—from selling to .
installation to the warranty—on our windows and doors, @/ Custom-Build
so if you ever have an issue, you're covered @/ Install

* Our 5-point locking system on our patio doors provides g Warrant
top-of-the-line security and peace of mind L )

My wife and I could not be happier with the product and installation of our Renewal by Andersen
windows. We own a home that was built in 1839 and had the windows replaced in the first floor
of the oldest section of the home. We are so pleased with the outcome, we are now planning on

replacing the remaining windows ahead of other remodeling options.

- Jeft S., Mystic, CT Connecticut: 4.9 3,124 Google reviews

RENEWAL cermiFien
SLNRAL S 950-456-0067
FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT INSTALLER

'Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 4 or more. Buy 2 windows or doors and get the second 2 windows or doars, of equal or lesser value, 40% off — applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. Cannat be
combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 12/31/24 with the purchase then occurring on or before 1/10/25. Products are marketed, sold and
installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Southern New England Windows, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Southern New England. CT HIC.0634555. MA
173245. RI 36079. All residents of islands will be subject to an island surcharge. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
2Plan 4521. Subject to credit approval. Rates range from 14.26% - 21.19% APR (interest rates range from 15.99% - 24.99%). Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. Monthly payments are not required
during the Promo Period. Loans for the GreenSky® consumer loan program are provided by Synovus Bank, Member FDIC, NMLS #408043, without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, disability, or familial status.
GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of your lender, NMLS #1416362. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC and is licensed to banks and other financial institutions for their
use in connection with that consumer loan program. GreenSky Servicing, LLC is a financial technology company that manages the GreenSky® consumer loan program by providing origination and servicing support to banks and other financial
institutions that make or hold program loans. GreenSky, LLC and GreenSky Servicing, LLC are not lenders. All credit decisions and loan terms are determined by program lenders.
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INAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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9 2360 FHSTORIC OEFICE BU|L DS
FOR SALE

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

« Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765

jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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FACT:

This author penned
a poem that is typi-
cally recited each
year at Christmas.

©J00AN ©1D|D JUBWIB|D JaMsuy

What's the Difference?

Find the four difference between the pictures.

lapun juasaid Buissin 't @op|dauly Jepun paq boq '
3|pPuUDD BUISSIN ‘Z |21UDW UO PUD|IDY °| :SIomMsuy

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

U DECEMBER Y

7

1798: Construction
of Yonge Street
begins in York, Upper
Canada.

1846: Iowa is
admitted as the 29th
U.S. state.

1944: Maurice
Richard becomes the
first player to score
8 points in an NHL
game.

YULE

an archaic
word for
“Christmas”

o9l]

@€ How the

€€ sa
that iny

J 95

English: The holidays
Spanish: Fiestas
Italian: Le festivita

German: Feiertage

French: rétes de fin d’année

*Did>Uou
‘!KN ?

Travelers usually travel 50
miles or more from home
over the 10-day, year-end
holiday season
to spend time
with family
and friends.

Get the I@g
PICTURE?

Canyou guess what
the bigger picture is?

SO|PUID DODZUDM)| (JDMSUY

O¥ 9O 20% - x@X &+

CRYPTO
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o
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(Hint:16 =E)

15 22 5 5 8

wiu AC*L¥\ R

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTO

FON

&%k

Solve the code to discover words related to Christmas.
Each number corresponds to a letter.

23 22 5 20 9 12 8
9 16 11 16 18 7 16 26

1 26 16 24 16 19 3 24

Q6
A

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love

sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Level intermediate

ol
(L]
o

13
(#2)

8

€

8

v | | ] P

sjussaud g Jeaquisoad ‘D Apbploy ‘g Ajjof v :siemsuy

(Gl Kol L) TeR Nany Keid Koty Ris)
Lol B Rl Kio] Kot Ko oo} Rie)

(aVE REeR Riv) Ro ol Ruel Kan] ol Ko

Lol el el ESVE Kesl Bl Kol Reoll Koy

bl e oll v o0 Kol KOol Budl Eord Rat

RO | CER [ B e | €0 | WD | s | €
(aVh Kasd Il BTl Rund ol oy

[tel Ranll KaVd Kool Ul BT9Y BiM) - o

g ¥

‘HaIMSNV




VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS

Friday, December 27, 2024 * A9

Updated top 10 antique
and collectibles list

H appy
Holidays! T've
been writing col-
umns for this
newspaper for
over a decade. I've
always enjoyed
hearing from reg-
ular readers and
it’s especially
nice when I can

in high demand.
Slipware is
made when clay
becomes leather
hard, and a wet
mixture of clay
and other min-
erals is applied
to create designs
when the piece
is fired. We sold

meet them in per- ANTIQUES, some Period
son. Thank you to pieces like a
those of you who COLLECTIBLES chest from a
have been follow- New Hampshire
ing for years, to & ESTATES craftsman and a
those reading for ® © © ° ° ° ° ° New York-made
the first time, WAYNETUISKULA game table for

and everyone in
between.

Nearly 10 years ago, in
2015, I listed the top 10
antiques and collectibles
that had been selling well
for us. The antique and
collectibles market is
always evolving, so I've
updated the list to keep
up with the times.

When 1 first started
attending auctions regu-
larly and selling antiques
as a hobby around 35
years ago, old antiques
like Period Furniture
from the 1700s and early
1800s, EAPG (early
American pattern glass),
china like Staffordshire,
and slipware pottery were

During the first
Christmas of World
War I, something
extraordinary hap-
pened. Amid the
mud, barbed wire,

PosITiveLY
SPEAKING

over $20,000 sev-

eral years ago.
However, overall prices
have been trending down
for pieces like these.

When 1 started our
auction business in 2002,
we had regular bidders
who competed for items
like Hummel figurines
and Lladro figures. We
had bidders who attend-
ed regularly to bid on
Limoges and other fine
china dinnerware sets.
Some bidders were there
to buy Depression glass
and carnival glass.

Sadly, these categories
aren’t as popular with
collectors anymore and
many of the bidders

who used to buy them
switched to dealing in
other items or quit selling
completely. Conversely,
there are some items, like
a large collection of mod-
ern gold jewelry, that we
declined taking on con-
signment years ago, but I
wish were still available
Now.

We are open to valuable
antique and vintage con-
signments of all kinds,
but I chose the ones list-
ed below because they
are commonly found.
We often find gold jew-
elry, sterling silver flat-
ware, and coins in the
estates that we handle.
Other items were chosen
because of their value.
Some baseball cards,
comic books, and art can
sell for millions.

Here is my updated top
10 list:

1. Art

2. Estate jewelry, gold,
and diamonds, gold
watches

3. Gold and Silver Coins
and Sterling Silver

4. Baseball cards and
sports memorabilia

5. Comic books

6. Historical memora-
bilia

7. Vintage and antique

cars

8. Vintage and antique
posters and advertising
signs

9. Old Chinese antiques

10. Transportation
memorabilia

I'll be writing individu-
al columns about each of
the top 10 categories list-
ed in the coming weeks.
In the meantime, add
looking for these items
to your New Year’s reso-
lutions.

We are working on
an upcoming Civil War
memorabilia auction,
an online auction of
antiques in a Beacon Hill
estate, and a comic book
and sports memorabil-
ia auction. We are also
accepting consignments
of items in the top 10
list for future auctions.
Please visit our Web site,
https://centralmassauc-
tions.com for links to
upcoming events.

Contact us to consign
items or for auction
information at: Wayne
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique,
Collectibles Auctions and
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.
com or (508-612-6111).

T208 CAROLINA BRIGHTS
TY COBR FR
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"The Christmas Truce

for survival.

But then, along
stretches of the
front lines, some-
thing inexplicable
occurred. Reports

TOBY .

and endless gun- MOORE  irom soldiers
fire of the Western describe a spon-
Front, a moment taneous cease-

of humanity broke
through the darkness.
This event, now known
as the Christmas Truce
of 1914, stands as one of
the most remarkable sto-
ries in military history.

The war had begun just
months earlier, with sol-
diers on all sides march-
ing confidently into what
many believed would be a
short conflict.

By December, however,
it had devolved into bru-
tal trench warfare, with
men enduring freezing
temperatures, disease,
and unrelenting artillery
fire.

Between the trenches
lay No-Man’s Land—a
barren, treacherous
expanse littered with
barbed wire, deep cra-
ters, and the remnants of
battle.

Constantly patrolled by
sharpshooters and swept
by artillery, it was a place
where survival was near-
ly impossible, and ven-
turing out meant almost
certain death.

Christmas seemed
destined to pass like any
other day—another battle

fire that began on
Christmas Eve.

German troops were
said to have lit can-
dles in their trenches
and placed makeshift
Christmas trees in view
of the enemy. Carols like
“Silent Night” drifted
across no-man’s land, and
British soldiers joined
in with their hymns in
response.

No-Man’s Land was a
space where survival was
unlikely:.

Incredibly, some sol-
diers climbed out of
their trenches, unarmed
and vulnerable. Walking
through the craters, tan-
gled barbed wire, and
under the shadow of
enemy gunfire, soldiers
ventured into no-man’s
land to shake hands and

exchange gifts.
Cigarettes and choc-
olates were shared

between men who, just
hours earlier, had been
trying to kill each other.
Impromptu soccer match-
es began, with soldiers
from both sides kicking
a ball across the frozen
ground.

One British soldier
wrote: “There they were,
rightbeforeus... weshook
hands, wished each other
a Merry Christmas...as if
we had known each other
for years.”

For just a moment,
bitter enemies forgot
the horrors of war and
instead discovered their
humanity.

Was it the sheer power
of the Christmas spirit or
a rare alignment of cir-
cumstances that allowed
these enemies to set aside
their weapons?

How this ever occurred
is truly a mystery.

To cross No-Man’s Land
was to risk death and rely
entirely on an enemy’s
mercy—a profound act of
faith in shared humanity.

It was reportedly a
spontaneous act, not
planned, not ordered by
high command, not nego-
tiated through official
channels.

The Christmas truce
only occurred in 1914 and
not in subsequent years
of the war. Was it the
fresh memory of peace-
time before the bitterness
of prolonged conflict had
fully taken hold? Or was
it a divine intervention, a
Christmas miracle?

Soldiers on both sides
reported feeling an over-
whelming sense of peace
and calm that night,
unlike anything they had

Hiring?

Reach More
LocalApplicants Hag

experienced. Was it sim-
ply relief from the relent-
less fear and exhaustion
of battle, or something
more?

Others described how
the truce seemed to weak-
en their will to fight, as
if an invisible force were
holding them back from
resuming violence.

The soccer matches
have become part of the
legend, but the details
remain unclear. Some
skeptics argue these
games were symbolic,
with soldiers kicking
makeshift balls rath-
er than playing formal
matches. Yet the act—
choosing to play instead
of fight—resonates deep-
ly, regardless of its exact
form.

Sadly, the truce didn’t
last. By the end of
Christmas Day, most sol-
diers returned to their
trenches, and the bloody
reality of war resumed.
Higher commands for-
bade further fraterniza-
tion in some sectors, issu-
ing harsh penalties for
soldiers who attempted
to repeat the truce.

Remarkably, some sol-
diers who met during the
truce kept in contact after
the war, writing letters
and maintaining bonds
formed in no-man’s land.

Amid the chaos of war,
a simple act of bravery
reshaped the narrative

of the trenches. Stories
of exchanging gifts and
laughter in the midst of
war reflect something
profound.

During this holiday
season, may the story

of the Christmas Truce
inspire us to set aside our
conflicts, however small,
and embrace the spirit
of understanding, unity,
and hope.

Washburn
re-elected VP of
Society tor Soil

Scientists

POMFRET — Margaret Washburn, Registered
Professional Soil Scientist, was re-elected to the office
of Vice President of the Society of Soil Scientists of
Southern New England at the Society’s 2024 annual

meeting on Dec. 4.
Washburn, owner

of

Washburn Wetland

Consulting LLC, holds B.S. and M.S. degrees from the
University of Connecticut in Agronomy. Practicing in
Massachusetts and Connecticut, Ms. Washburn spe-
cializes in wetlands delineation and wetlands permit-
ting. Washburn Wetland Consulting LL.C celebrated
28 years in business this year.

As Vice President of the Society, Washburn assists
with organizing events aimed at the advancement
of soil science as it relates promoting of the pro-
fessional interests of soil scientists in Connecticut,
Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

Washburn also presently serves the Town
of Thompson in her capacity as Wetlands and
Conservation Enforcement Officer.

Emall

mikaela@villagemewspapers.com
Phone:(860)928-1818 Ext. 326
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100 Years Ago
This Month:
Historical
events from

December
1924

The month of December has been home to many
historical events over the years. Here’s a look at some
that helped to shape the world in December 1924.

- Boston Arena hosts the first National Hockey
League game ever played in the United States on
December 1. The league’s two newest franchises,
the Boston Bruins and the Montreal Maroons, lock
horns in a 2-1 game eventually won by the home
team.

« On December 1, Richard L. Cowan of Toronto
and C. Lewis Fowler of New York sign an agreement
to start the first chapter of the Ku Klux Klan in Can-
ada.

» More than 700 people perish when a devastating
earthquake strikes present-day Indonesia on Decem-
ber 2.

« The SS Belgenland departs New York City on De-
cember 4. The ocean liner begins a cruise around the
world that would last for more than months. Though
at least 350 passengers are on board when the ship
departs the Big Apple, just 235 remain for the dura-
tion of the trip.

» Decree No. 2980 creates the State of Syria on De-
cember 5, uniting the State of Aleppo and the State
of Damascus under a common native assembly and
administration.

» The Chicago Bears defeat the Cleveland Bull-
dogs 22-0 on December 7. National Football League
rules at the time made no provision for a postseason
championship, so the Bulldogs, in spite of the loss,
are deemed the league champion because their win-
ning percentage (.875) was better than the Bears’
(.857).

» The Book-Cadillac Hotel, at the time the tallest
hotel in the world, opens in Detroit on December 9.
The luxury hotel includes 1,136 rooms and 31 stories.

» Gold is discovered near the Swedish village of
Boliden on December 10, revealing what would be-
come the largest and richest gold mine in Europe.
The mine would not be exhausted of its gold supply
until 1967.

« American Tobacco Company founder James B.
Duke gives $40 million to The Duke Endowment on
December 11. The trust fund, directed to support
four colleges, awards the largest share of the gift to
Trinity College in Durham, North Carolina, provid-
ed the school change its name to honor James Duke’s
father, Washington Duke.

- Exiled former Albanian Prime Minister Ahmet
Zogu leads an invasion of the country with guerillas
backed by Yugoslavia on December 13. Zogu enters
the capital city of Tirana on December 24 and de-
clares the country a republic.

« On December 14, the temperature in Fairfield,
Montana, drops from 63 F at noon to -21 F at mid-
night. The 84-degree change sets a record for the
greatest drop in temperature in a 12-hour period.

» Masked and armed vigilantes seize 15-year-old
African American Samuel Smith from his hospi-
tal room in Nashville, Tennessee, on December
15. Smith, who had been arrested for shooting and
wounding a white grocer, is hanged from a tree near
the grocer’s home. No one is ever charged with the
crime.

- Fritz Haarmann is sentenced to death in Ger-
many on December 19. Known as the “Butcher of
Hanover,” the “Vampire of Hanover” and the “Wolf
Man,” Haarmann had been found guilty of murder-
ing 24 men, and is ultimately executed by guillotine
in April 1925.

« After serving just 13 months of a five-year prison
sentence, Adolf Hitler is released from Landsberg
Prison on December 20. Hitler’s release is part of a
wider policy of general amnesty for political prison-
ers.

« A Christmas Eve party in a one-room school-
house in Babbs Switch, Oklahoma ends in tragedy
on December 24. A student handing out presents ac-
cidentally brushes a wrapped gift against a candle
flame near a dry Christmas tree, igniting a fire that
ultimately Kills 36 people.

» The Broadway Theatre in Manhattan opens on
Christmas Day. The theatre remains open today, and
is one of just a handful of theaters that is physically
located on Broadway.

«» Singing “Jingle Bells” at her parents’ theater in
Grand Rapids, Minnesota, two-year-old Judy Gar-
land makes her show business debut on December
26.

Brunch begins the

New Year right

The first official meal
of 2025 should be mem-
orable and flavorful.
Chances are late night
New Year’s Eve revelry
will make breakfast a
nonstarter, but a New
Year’s Day brunch can
hit the spot on January
1. When family members
or guests rouse from
their  post-countdown
slumbers, these brunch
ideas and tips can kick
off the new year with
flavor.

Skip the mimosas

While it may be
tempting to employ a
little “hair of the dog”
therapy to combat the
ramifications of overin-
dulgence from the eve-
ning prior, it is a better
bet to skip any extra al-
cohol come the morning.

Rather, serve plenty of
hydrating refreshments,
with water at the top of
the list. For those who
desire something with a
little more zip, create a
mocktail with fruit juice
and sparkling water.

Make-ahead meals

Serving foods that
can be made in advance
cuts back on the amount
of work that needs to be
done in the late morn-
ing of New Year’s Day.
Breakfast casseroles
can be the way to go, as
they pair many ingre-
dients together and can
be reheated. Fruit salads
as well as homemade
granola parfaits can be
made in advance and
then served during the
brunch.

Consider bagels and
breads

A platter of bagels,
croissants and cinnamon
rolls are easy to serve
and might be a welcome
way to fill the stomach.
Paired with lox, chees-
es and cold cuts, these
carbohydrates can help
complete the meal.

Sheet-pan options are
easy

Brunch hosts and
hostesses who choose to
whip up foods during the
brunch itself can employ
some tactics to make the
work easier. Crack eggs
onto cheese-coated slic-
es of thick bread and
put under the broiler for
perfectly cooked batch
results.
the

Don’t forget

sweets

Muffins and sweet
rolls can blur the lines
between meal and des-
sert; otherwise, serve
alternative make-ahead
desserts that are rel-
atively easy, such as
pound cakes or cookies.

Set up the coffee bar

Chances are a little
caffeine might be nec-
essary to jump-start the
day. Make coffee, tea,
hot chocolate, and other
warm beverages readily
available with the ac-
companying creamers
and flavorings so that
brunch guests can cus-
tomize their drinks.

New Year’s Day
brunch kicks off the new
year with food, family
and friends.

5 New Year’s resolutions
to benefit the brain

Resolutions made at
the start of a new year
often focus on personal
improvement. Giving up
poor habits like smoking
or drinking too much
alcohol and losing weight
through diet and exercise
are some popular resolu-
tions.

Health and wellness
certainly dominates the
resolution landscape.
Improvement-minded
individuals interested
in gaining long-term
benefits from their res-
olutions this year may
want to consider ways to
improve brain health and
function. Here are five
ideas to consider.

1. Get moving: Exercise
does the body good and
even positively affects
the brain. The American
Academy of Neurology
has found aerobic exer-
cise may play a signifi-
cant role in reversing
and preventing cognitive
decline. Researchers have
found that even a little
exercise each day can
result in improved brain
function in less than
six months. Andrew E.

Budson, M.D., a professor
of neurology at Boston
University, also says
aerobic exercise releas-
es growth factors in the
brain, which can help
grow new brain cells.

2. Start a new hobby.
When doing the same
activities over and over,
you eventually learn how
to do those activities bet-
ter. But doctors can’t con-
firm this is actually help-
ing the brain in a mean-
ingful way. Rather, there
is evidence that doing
new things can be benefi-
cial to the brain. So learn-
ing a new hobby, taking

a class, or even learning
to play a musical instru-
ment can push the brain
to improve from a cogni-
tive standpoint, indicates
The Healthy, a Reader’s
Digest brand.

3. Make more time for
fun. Repeated stress can
have detrimental effects
on the body and mind.
Harvard Health says
stress has been linked
to cognitive problems
and a higher risk for
Alzheimer’s disease and
other dementias. Taking
time to relax and enjoy
oneself can tame stress,
and in turn, alleviate

HAPPY NEW YE,

issues affecting memory
and cognition.

4. Practice mindfulness
more often. Mindfulness
is an exercise in paying
attention to one’s sur-
roundings, senses and
more. Too often people
are multi-tasking and
never fully devoting their
attention to one thing.
Mindfulness gives the
brain a break and brings
a person into the present.

5. Eat a better diet. The
benefit of eating healthy
foods extends beyond the
waistline. Many of the
foods that are good for
the heart are important
for preventing cognitive
decline and dementias.
A 2015 systemic review
found strong evidence
for a protective effect of
the Mediterranean diet,
according to research-
ers at Deakin University
School of Medicine in
Australia.

By making brain health
a priority when coming
up with New Year’s reso-
lutions this year, individ-
uals can benefit for years
to come.
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THEATRE

continued from page Al

as a whole at the Little
Theater on Broad Street
is fantastic.”

This year has been a
particularly busy one
for the Little Theater
hosting productions
like “Willy Wonka and
the Chocolate Factory,”
“Steel Magnolias,” “The
Decedents,” “A Night at
the Fenton,” and, most
recently, “A Sussified
Christmas Carol.” Many
of these shows were rep-
resented in the Broadway
World nominations as
well as the theater’s pro-

duction of “Carrie” from
the fall of 2023.

The Little Theater on
Broad Street’s nomina-
tions are as follows: Best
Play - “Steel Magnolias,”
Best Musical - “Carrie,”
Best Ensemble — “Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory,” Best Performer
in a Play — April Olmstead
for “Steel Magnolias”
and Libbey Stearns for
“Steel Magnolias,” Best
Performer in a Musical
— Libbey Stearns for
“Steel Magnolias,” Best
Supporting Performer in
a Musical — Angela Foley;,
Criag Blake, Liz Wilcox,
and Zachary Horn all
receiving individual nom-

inations for “Carrie,”
Best Director of a Musical
— Holly Blade for “Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory,” and Best
Choreography of a Play/
Musical - Keri Danner
for “Willy Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory” The
Little Theater on Broad
Street has also been nom-
inated for Favorite Local
Theater.

Fans can vote for The
Little Theater on Broad
Street’s productions by
visiting broadwayworld.
com and visiting the
site’s Connecticut page.
Voting is open until the
end of the calendar year.

INTERSECTION

continued from page Al

at its center containing
a veterans memorial.
The plans presented by
Lin would see the inter-
section converted into a
curved T-junction elimi-
nating the straightaway
and forcing a stop com-
ing off Main Street onto
Riverside Drive. The proj-
ect would also include
sidewalk work and drain-
age improvements.
“We’re replacing 18
inches of pavement and
on top of that we’re going
to replace the sidewalk
along the street. The main
thing is we’re not widen-
ing the road, so the cur-
rent width of the road is
going to stay. You're going
to have a brand new road-
way which is good for 20
years of service life,” said
Lin. “The main part is

we're going to reconfig-
ure the intersection, so it
no longer has the island
at the intersections.
Everything is going to be
T-ed up together, so you
only have one entrance in
and out. With this config-
uration we actually test-
ed the turning limits for
both the school buses and
the fire trucks so they can
maneuver.”

Another element of
the project is improve-
ments at Swanson Park
along Riverside Drive, the
home of Thompson War
Memorial and a poten-
tial relocation site for the
memorial on the island
at the Main Street and
Riverside Drive intersec-
tion. A third part of the
project is the Directly
Connected Impervious
Area (DCIA) which will
assist with drainage

in the center of town.

The Main Street recon-
figuration will cost an
estimated $3.5 million
while the DCIA improve-
ment come with a price
tag of $200,000 and the
Swanson Park improve-
ments would cost around
$150,000. With these pric-
es in mind, all three ini-
tiatives should be covered
by the CIF grant pending
the results of a bidding
process.

The design phase is
expected to run through
therest of the winter with
bidding to commence in
May and construction to
begin as early as June
and complete around
November 2025. The full
presentation from the
Freeman Companies,
LLC has been included
with the minutes of the
Thompson MSRAC dated
Dec. 11, 2024.

Courtesy

A mockup of the planned reconfiguration of the intersection of Main Street and Riverside

Drive in Thompson.

MAIN STREET RECONSTRUCTION
THOMPSON, CONNECTICUT

PROPOSED - REALIGN INTERSECTION

BIT. CONC. DRIVEWAY (TYP)
- L
RELOCATED MONUMENTS AND FLAGPOLE 3

METAL BEAM RAIL TO BE REMOVED
AFPROX. LIMIT OF FULL DEPTH PAVEMENT
RADIUS TO ALLOW S5CHOOL BUS AND FIRE TRUCK ACCESS

CONCRETE SIDEWALK (TYP) WITH GRAN. CURB (TYP)

A detailed plan of the reconfiguration of Main Street as presented by representatives of

Freeman Companies, LLC.

ARC

continued from page Al

tions, Executive General
Manager Barry Shead
added a second shift in
November. The move has
eliminated backlogs and
kept operations running
smoothly.

“This was a total team
effort,” says Shead. “I
couldn’t be prouder of
our staff and participants
for their dedication and
hard work.”

The Donation Station—
located at 22 CT-171,
Woodstock—is one

of The Arc Eastern
Connecticut’s micro-en-
terprises, which provide
paid employment and
job-training opportuni-
ties for people with intel-
lectual and developmen-
tal disabilities (IDD) and
help fund critical pro-
grams.

“This is great news for
The Donation Station, and
for those of us committed
to a cleaner Connecticut”
says Kathleen Stauffer,
CEO of The Arc ECT.
“I'm overjoyed by the
hard work by our team—
and even more so by the
results.”

About The Arc Eastern
Connecticut
The Arc [Eastern

Connecticut is a nonprof-
it organization dedicat-
ed to advocating for and
supporting people with
IDD in the communities
of eastern Connecticut.
Since its founding in
1952, the Agency has been
committed to promoting
inclusion, independence,
and quality of life for
people with IDD through
advocacy, education, and
community-based ser-
vices. To learn more,
please visit TheArcECT.
org.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Email Us
brendan@

villagernewspapers.com
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OBITUARIES

Joan DeVries Molleur, 85

MESA, ARIZONA-
Joan DeVries
Molleur, 85, formerly
& of Webster, MA and
= Cocoa Beach, FIL,
&l passed away peace-
2=l fully at her daugh-
ter, Laura’s home on
August 29, 2024.

She was prede-
ceased by her parents, Wilfred and
Agnes (Lukowski) Grimley, her 1st hus-
band, Charles O. DeVries, her grand-
daughter, Renee Regis MacGregor, her
former husband, Ronald L Molleur, Sr.
and her son, Ronald L. Molleur, Jr.

She was a stay-at-home mom for many
years. She was also an Administrative
Assistant at Bartlett High School,
Webster, MA, Clark University,
Worcester, MA and Patrick Air Force
Base, Brevard County, FL.

She received an Associate’s Degree in
Business from Clark University.

She is survived by her daughters,
Rachel and Dan Bolte, Thompson, CT,
Colleen Molleur, Virginia Beach, VA,

Jacqueline and Raymond Regis,
Webster, MA and Laura Barnardo,
Mesa, AZ.

Her grandchildren, Jason Regis,
Dudley, MA, Geoffrey and Jessica Bolte,
No. Gros., CT, Anthony Barnardo,
Webster, MA, Marc and Chrysty Bolte,
Kingston, NH, Raymond and Natalie
Regis, No. Gros., CT and Alisha Regis,
Boston, MA.

Her greatgrandchildren, Makenzie
MacGregor, Marlborough, MA,
Shane MacGregor, Woodstock, CT,
Justin Regis, Stafford Springs, CT,
Kaylee Regis, Southbridge, MA,
Jasmyn, Cameron, Micah and Jonah
Bolte, Kingston, NH, Payton and Callan
Bolte, No. Gros, CT, Isabella Barnardo,
Webster, MA, Laila, Raymond and
Aspen Regis, No. Gros., CT,

She loved reading romance novels,
going to the ocean, Hallmark romance
movies; her animals, her ferrets and
parrots and especially her cat, Bootsie,
also, Laura’s doggies: Dora, Dyna and
Harley.

A Celebration of Life Mass will be
held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to Alzheimer’s
Association MA/NH Chapter, 320
Nevada St.

Suite 201, Newton, MA 02460.

Ruth Herindeen Stevenson

Ruth Herindeen Stevenson died
Thursday, December 12, 2024 follow-
ing a lifetime of illness, her eyes have
closed now while traveling to an imag-
inary land.

Ruth was born in Putnam on
December 16, 1944 to Robert Dewey
Herindeen and Ruth Cady Herindeen.
She lived her entire life in the
Harrisville section of Woodstock in
the Harris-Herindeen homestead
and attended Woodstock schools and
Annhurst College. Ruth married

Tod Stevenson, who survives her, on
October 10, 1964. Ruth, the dynamo,
known as the “Cookie Lady” was active
in many civic activities in the area. She
enjoyed cooking and gardening and
was loved by her many friends. Her
medical history was extensive, and she
often referred to herself as a “Perdue
chicken, just pieces and parts”. She is
survived by nieces and nephews.

There are no calling hours and ser-
vices are private.

Send all obituary notices to )
Villager Newspapers, PO Box 90, o
Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail b (
to obits@stonebridgepress.news
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Funeral Homes and Crematory

3)e)

“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory
104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 » 860-928-7723 * GilmanAndValade.com

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Adam H Agnello (24-00507)

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dated
December 11, 2024, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Evonne H Agnello
c/o THOMAS A BORNER,
BORNER SMITH ALEMAN HERZOG
& CERRONE,LLC, 155 PROVIDENCE
STREET, PO BOX 166,
PUTNAM, CT 06260
December 27, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Dennis D Dancause, Sr. (24-00439)

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dat-
ed October 29, 2024, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Dennis D Dancause, Jr.
c/o STEPHEN J ADAMS, STEPHEN J
ADAMS, ESQ,
158 MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 682,
PUTNAM, CT 06260
December 27, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Linda R Lamoureux (24-00497)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of
the Court of Probate, District of North-
east Probate Court, by decree dated

December 13, 2024, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Michael C Lamoureaux Sr.
c/o EDWIN C HIGGINS, BACHAND,
LONGO & HIGGINS,
168 MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 528,
PUTNAM, CT 06260
December 27, 2024

TOWN OF KILLINGLY
BOROUGH OF DANIELSON
TAX AND SEWER USE NOTICE
The third quarter installment of real
estate and personal property taxes for
the Town of Killingly and the Borough
of Danielson and the second half of the
Sewer Use charge is due January 1,
2025. Supplemental Motor Vehicle tax-
es are also due January 1, 2025. Taxes
and Sewer Use will become delinquent
on February 3, 2025. All are subject
to interest at the rate of 18% per an-
num, 1.5% per month or any fraction
of a month, from the due date. A min-
imum of $2.00 interest will be charged
for each delinquent bill and installment.
FAILURE TO RECEIVE A BILL DOES
NOT RELIEVE OR EXCUSE THE OB-
LIGATION OF TAX OR INTEREST

DUE.

Payments will be received in the Rev-
enue Office, 172 Main Street Killingly
CT 06239, during the posted hours, by
mail, online, or in our drop box. Please
visit our website for full details and on-
line payments www.killingly.org.

April Lamothe, CCMC

Revenue Collector

Town of Killingly

December 27, 2024

January 10, 2025

January 24, 2025
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Winter celebrations and coldest temperatures

The winter solstice
marks the Northern
Hemisphere’s first day of
winter and the day with
the fewest hours of sun-
light. It usually occurs
around Dec. 21, like this
year, and has been cel-
ebrated worldwide since
ancient times. A variety
of plants have been used
to celebrate this change
of seasons.

The Yule log may be
the most well-known
plant-related tradition.
An entire tree or the
largest available log was
burned during the twelve

“Share New Year w1shes QA

\ A

/4
7

days of Yule beginning
on the winter solstice.
Pine logs symbolizing
prosperity were often
used, but oak was also
used for strength and
wisdom, and poplar for
understanding. Pieces of
the yule log were collect-
ed and saved to start next
year’s fire, and the ashes
were often sprinkled
around the house to pro-
tect it from evil spirits.
The Saxons and Celts
often used the entire
trunk of an oak tree rep-
resenting strength, pro-
tection, and endurance,
for their winter solstice

not the flu!

bonfires. They kept it
burning for 12 hours on
the eve of the solstice. If
the fire stayed lit during
this period, they believed
the household would be
protected and have an
abundant harvest and
good health.

Yews symbolizing
death and the last day of
the solar year, as well as
the silver fir, symboliz-
ing winter solstice and
rebirth, and the birch
representing new begin-
nings were also part of
solstice celebrations of
the past.

Several cultures

Tips to prevent the spread of the flu:

e Avoid close contact when you or others are

sick

e Cover your mouth and nose when coughing
or sneezing
e Washing your hands often will help protect
you from germs
¢ Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth
¢ Clean frequently touched surfaces

regularly

\!/ » * Be sure lo get your {lu vaccine. Find a local

A\\/,’
- <<

'//‘\\

N
I‘\

vaccine clinic at vaccines.gov

This ad is grant-funded by the CT DPH. This publication does not
express the views of the Department of PublicHealth or the State
of CT. The views and opinions expressed are those of the authors.
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believed evergreens
symbolized immor-
tality, protection, and
future prosperity. They
made wreaths and deco-
rated their homes with
boughs of fir, cedar, and
pine. Small gifts for the
gods of the sun, earth,
and harvest were hung
in pine trees. Some
believe this evolved into
the tradition of decorat-
ing evergreen trees for
Christmas.

As you welcome the
lengthening of daylight,
you may contemplate
the old proverb “As the
days lengthen, the cold
strengthens.” Many
places in the Northern
Hemisphere experience
the coldest average tem-
peratures in January and
February even though
the days are getting lon-
ger.

There is science behind
this proverb. Despite the
lengthening amount of
daylight, the earth is
losing more heat than
it gains resulting in the
colder temperatures
occurring after the win-
ter solstice. The ground,
large bodies of water
and other objects slow-
ly warm throughout the
summer and slowly lose
this heat as the days
shorten. The release of
this stored heat continues

W
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MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN
MOMENTS

peratures.

Although the tem-
peratures may drop,
enjoy the longer days
with a walk in the
woods, at a nearby
park, or through your
neighborhood.

after the winter solstice
delaying the onset of the
coldest winter tempera-
tures. Although the days
begin to lengthen, the
earth’s angle to the sun
and relatively long dark
periods result in less heat
gain and more heat loss
during this time.

This temperature lag is
often longer in areas near
large bodies of water
like the Great Lakes and
oceans. So, your proxim-
ity to these prevailing
winds and snow cover
also impacts winter tem-

Melinda Myers has

written more than 20
gardening books, includ-
ing Midwest Gardener’s
Handbook, Revised
Edition, and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to
Grow Anything” instant
video and DVD series and
the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program.
Mpyers is a columnist
and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Melinda Myers

Some cultures believed evergreens symbolized immortal-
ity, protection, and future prosperity which resulted in
decorating their homes with boughs of fir and wreaths.

&o— and Happy New Year ——62
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508-764-0644
Follow Us @7StarLiquors

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-11pm eSunday 10am-11pm
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