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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION —  With 

classes back in session, 
local police depart-
ments are urging 
drivers to slow down, 
use caution, and help 
ensure a safe start to 
the school year.

Area police agen-
cies will have a heavy 
presence on road-
ways around schools 
throughout September, 
looking out for distract-
ed drivers, speeders, 
and motorists unlawful-
ly passing school buses.

“It is illegal to pass 
a stopped school bus 
when its red lights are 
flashing and stop arm is 
extended. Always stop 
for school buses to keep 
our children safe,” read 
a statement released 
by the Spencer Police 
Department. “Also, driv-
ers must slow down to 
20 MPH in designated 
school zones during 
posted hours. Please 
stay alert for children 

walking, biking, or 
crossing the street.”

For Spencer Police 
Chief  Michael Befford 
and his team, this year’s 
back-to-school season 
brings a unique set of  
challenges, as the David 
Prouty High School 
construction project 
remains ongoing. 

“We are navigating 
the partially complete 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
NORTH BROOKFIELD 

— Local artist Nadia Sukharev 
continues to use her talents to 
support community projects.

A 2024 graduate of  North 
Brookfield High School, 
Sukharev raffled off  her paint-
ing of  the Town House last 
year to raise $800 for the histor-
ic building’s restoration.

“It felt really good know-
ing something I created could 
actually help the community,” 
said Sukharev, who is now 
studying fine art at Wachusett 
Community College.

Looking ahead to the 
Family Fun Fest set for Sept. 
28, Sukharev will once again 
display her work to guests, 
offering a new painting to be 
raffled.

The Friends of  the North 
Brookfield Town House non-
profit organization is hosting 
the event, which will take 
place from noon to 4 p.m. at 
Bike House Brewery (formerly 
Common Ground Ciderworks).

Guests will enjoy music, 
offerings from vendors, raffles, 

food trucks, and fun activities 
for attendees of  all ages. 

For Sukharev, the event pro-
vides another great opportuni-
ty to use her artwork to benefit 
the community.

“I’ve loved art since I was 
little, but it wasn’t until high 
school that I started to take it 
more seriously. Just before my 
senior year, I began trying some 
commission work, and I also 
painted the North Brookfield 
Town House,” Sukharev said. 
“During my senior year, I got 
to do an internship painting 
murals at North Brookfield 
Junior-Senior High School, 
which was a great experience.” 

Added Sukharev, “I’ve 
recently been working on 
another painting for the Town 
House project—this time of  
Brookfield Orchards.”

The painting will be raffled 
off  during the Sept. 28 event. 
Prior to the Fun Fest, the paint-
ing will be on display at the 
Brookfield Orchards Harvest 
Craft Fair on Sept. 6 & 7. 
Guests will be able to purchase 

Kevin Flanders

Guests honor the life and legacy of Vietnam War veteran James Terry.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
EAST BROOKFIELD —  The com-

munity recently honored the life and 
legacy of  Vietnam War veteran James 
Terry during a memorial ceremony.

On August 23, the East Brookfield 
Historical Commission officially 
renamed the intersection of  Podunk 
Road, Shore Road, and Draper Road, 

which was previously known as “Four 
Corners.”

Following the dedication ceremony, 
the location is now known as “Terry 
Corner” in memory of  James Terry, 
a Podunk resident, 1964 graduate of  
David Prouty High School, and U.S. 
Marine Colonel.

A large crowd attended the event 
to join Terry’s family and friends in 

celebrating his impacts on both his 
community and nation.

“He is an inspiration to future gen-
erations to serve their community and 
country with the same unwavering 
dedication,” said East Brookfield Select 
Board Chairman Andrew Lynch. 

Born in East Brookfield in 1946, 

Citizen 
petition 

seeks special 
election in 
Spencer
BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER — Following the 

failed override questions this 
past spring, a group of  resi-
dents is petitioning selectmen 
to hold a special election fea-
turing a condensed request.

Led by Ryan Morton, the 
petitioners have begun the 
process of  collecting signa-
tures from residents. Their 
goal is to convince selectmen 
to authorize a special elec-
tion, allowing residents to 
vote on an override specifi-
cally requesting funds for the 
fire department and Spencer 
Rescue Squad.

“After the failure of  
Proposition 2 ½ in the May 
2025 election, I became con-
cerned about the town’s next 
steps. I had hoped the Board 
of  Selectmen would resubmit 
the ballot questions separate-
ly for each funding request,” 
read a statement released by 
Morton. “The petition aims 
to show the BOS that holding 
a special election would be 
worthwhile.”

In the weeks leading up 
to the May 13 Annual Town 
Election, many residents 
warned that the two override 
questions were packed with 
too many funding requests 
and would be shot down.

The first question (defeat-
ed by a margin of  1,039-473) 
asked whether voters sup-
port authorizing the town to 
assess an additional $1,348,390 
in real estate and personal 
property taxes to fund sev-
eral departmental expens-
es. These included $830,000 
for the regional school dis-
tricts’ assessment to meet the 
state-mandated “Required 
Local Contribution”; $150,000 
to fund contractual expenses 
for the Spencer Rescue Squad; 
and $368,390 for four fire-
fighters in the Spencer Fire 
Department (replacing the 
expiring grant funds for these 
positions).

The second question 
(defeated by a margin of  1,019-
492) asked whether voters sup-
port authorizing $211,500 to be 
assessed for added municipal 
personnel, including $88,500 
for one Highway Department 
employee and $123,000 for one 
police officer for the SPD.

Four months later, Morton 
and several other residents 
hope selectmen will consid-
er the opportunity to hold a 
special election focusing only 
on funding requests for the 
fire department and Spencer 
Rescue Squad (SRS).

Filed by Morton, the citi-
zen petition features two bal-
lot questions. The first asks 
whether residents authorize 
the town to assess an addi-
tional $150,000 in real estate 
and personal property taxes 
for the purpose of  funding 
contractual expenses for the 
Spencer Rescue Squad for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 
2026.

The second question asks 
whether the town should be 
allowed to assess an addition-
al $368,390 in real estate and 
personal property taxes for 
the purpose of  funding four 
firefighters in the SFD for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 
2026.

“With the possibility of  
losing SRS and four full-time 
firefighters, I felt that expand-
ing the highway or police 
departments was less urgent. 
The town’s priority should be 
preserving its existing ser-
vices,” Morton added.

After launching the peti-

Ceremony honors life and legacy 
of local Vietnam veteran

Police urge drivers to 
use caution around 

school buses

Courtesy

SPD School Resource Officer Todd LaPorte is looking for-
ward to another great year inside SEBRSD schools.

Courtesy

Local artist Nadia Sukharev is benefiting the community with her art-
work.

Artist uses creativity to benefit community
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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

REGION —  As area 
towns face changing 
their bylaws to address 
larger solar and battery 
storage projects in light 
of  state law passed last 
November, citizens are 
trying to figure out what 
the new laws actually 
mean, and how to face 
the issue.

Last week, several from 
across the state came 
together in an online 
forum under the auspic-
es of   Responsible Solar 
Massachusetts, with the 
big takeaway being that 
local Boards of  Health 
(BOH) have a lot more 
authority to regulate, and 
even stop, such projects 
than many people think.

According to Mass 
Association of  Health 

Boards’ Government 
Relations Director Mike 
Hugo, local health boards 
have a different status 
than other boards. 

“A health regulation is 
looked at by the court as 
a state statute,” he said. 

Courts often say other 
kinds of  boards “did it 
wrong,” but will only 
review a BOH decision to 
determine “whether it’s 
arbitrary and capricious 
or not.” If  the BOH held 
public hearing(s) on the 
issue and can show they 
did due diligence to look 
at possible health harms, 
the courts typically 
uphold such decisions, he 
explained.

Such information was 
good news to other par-
ticipants. They’re con-
cerned the new laws 
defining what’s eligible 
for state alternative ener-

gy incentives – dubbed 
“Smart 3.0” – aren’t actu-
ally very protective for 
land and communities.

Responsible Solar’s 
Janet Sinclair said the 
law says developers “can’t 
put solar in core habitat” 
or on “permanently pro-
tected land,” but those 
are already prohibited. 
She’s concerned it does 
too little to save the most 
important remaining for-
ests, the ones that seques-
ter the most carbon. 

“For those of  us facing 
forest clearcuts for solar, 
there’s not really much 
here that helps us,” she 
said, later adding, “we 
worked so hard to get bet-
ter regulations.”

Instead, she’d like to see 
the state adopt Audubon 
Society’s proposal that 
would prohibit solar in 
the 40 percent of  critical 

forests that aren’t 
yet protected.

K a t h e r i n e 
Harris agreed, 
saying the official 
restrictions would 
not prevent solar 
development of  
the coastal pine 
barrens of  the 
southeast, in part 
because those 
pines are fairly 
short-lived. 

To Faith Berry, 
it’s “disconcert-

ing” that many solar 
arrays and battery sites 
of  that area are in cran-
berry wetlands and often 
above Plymouth County’s 
key water sources. (That’s 
a key issue for Oakham 
residents, too; their 
Planning Board rejected 
a battery storage site in 
part because it’d endan-
ger the Quabbin water-
shed, but the company 
appealed to the state.)

“I have some concerns 
about how the state is 
circumventing NEPA 
[National Environmental 
Protection Act] guide-
lines,” Berry said.

She also noted the elec-
tric companies have been 
adding significant fees to 
customers’ bills to cover 
such projects, but the fees 
don’t seem to be related 
to what their energy use 
is.

Sinclair said NEPA 
limits might not apply 
because most of  the fund-
ing isn’t federal money; 
most of  it comes from 
those ratepayers via the 
“smart program” fees. 
The 2024 law requries 
the state to create regu-
lations for such projects, 
with solar arrays of  
more than 25 MW and 
battery storage over 100 
MW both going direct-
ly to the state’s Energy 
Siting Board for hear-

ings. Smaller ones go to 
local boards, but can be 
appealed to the state. 

She described the prob-
lem as not illegal, just 
“really bad.”

To Berry, “What we 
really need to focus on 
is how do we grasp some 
level of  control locally?” 

She sees that as hap-
pening “through having 
more local siting hear-
ings.”

Other issues the forum 
raised were impact on 
Native American lands, 
with Harrison observing 
Natives “have stewarded 
this land for thousands 
of  years.” But today, most 
important Native cultur-
al and sacred sites are 
in private hands and 
some are “prime sites for 
solar,” so she urged rais-
ing Native land concerns 
through the public hear-
ing process. She noted 
the Mass Environmental 
Policy Act and Mass 
Historical Commission 
require consulting with 
any affected Native tribes 
if  the project requires a 
state permit or has state 
funding, and local boards 
can do that, too.

Hugo said BOH author-
ity comes from the MGL 
Chap 111 “nuisance” stat-
utes, which 
r e q u i r e s 
the board 

to take action if  it deter-
mines something is a 
public health threat. That 
has been used to shut 
down long-running busi-
nesses and to kill projects 
even after other boards 
have approved them.

Regarding battery proj-
ects specifically, he said 
they pose various poten-
tial public health risks, 
including noise from the 
industrial cooling fans. 
Others have cited the fact 
such facilities usually 
cannot be extinguished 
if  they catch fire; fire 
departments can only 
limit their spread while 
they burn and produce 
toxic gases.

To Hugo, “We can save 
this industry tons of  
money by putting the 
Boards of  Health in the 
process early. … They 
should be going to the 
Board of  Health first.”

He said he’s organiz-
ing a zoom forum for 
health boards on this 
issue, noting, “If  you’re 
talking clearcutting for-
ests, you’re talking pub-
lic health. ...If  it’s framed 
the right way, it works.”

 
Gus Steeves can be 

reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 
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Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Meet Flash, a sweet guy who is 
in need of MCL surgery, which 
will be covered by Second 
Chance, and is looking for a 
foster or foster to adopt home. 
Due to his recovery needs, 
he is looking for a peaceful, 
quiet environment so he can 
rest and heal. He would do 
best in a home without other 
pets or young children. Flash 
can be nervous around new 
people, and it may take a 
few meetings for him to feel 
comfortable and build trust. However, once he opens up, 
his loving and affectionate nature will shine through, and 
you’ll be rewarded with a loyal and sweet companion. If 
you’re looking for a dog who will show his true colors with 
patience and care, Flash could be the perfect fit during his 
recovery journey.

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Real Estate

Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
None

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$3,780,000, 1621 Main St, Hy 

Ventures Leicester LLC, to Farah 
Main Street LLC.

$530,000, 14 Wesley Dr, Mckeon, 
Barbara J, to Rose, Robert P, and 
Rose, Melissa.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$50,000, 16 Central St, Ingemi Jr, 

John J, and Ingemi, Sandra L, to 
Milligan, Thomas.

SPENCER
$415,000, 66 S Spencer Rd, Cassavant 

Sr, Kenneth J, and Cassavant, Jeanne 
M, to Jdmzw LLC.

$350,000, 15 S Spencer Rd, Foley, 
Michael M, to Nowak Enterprises 
LLC.

$70,000, 24 Kittredge Rd, 80 Gage St 
Inc, to Angelo, Thomas, and Angelo, 
Zachary.

WARREN
$405,000, 1085 Southbridge Rd, 

Vallee, Darlene E, to Latulippe, Jhan 
B.

$220,000, 110 School St, Anchor Rei 
Inc, to Ridz, Allyson R.

$50,000, 2273 Main St, Sullivan 
Sophie R Est, and White, Rebecca, 
to Cembura Lt, and Cembura Jr, 
Thaddeus J.

WEST BROOKFIELD
None

Climate, health advocates concerned 
 about new solar and battery rules

Leicester Knights 
of Columbus to 

hold family dinner
LEICESTER —  The Leicester Knights of  Columbus will 

hold a family dinner on Wednesday, Sept. 10, at 6 p.m.
Guests will have a meal choice of  shepherd’s pie or baked 

fish.  
The meal cost is $15 per person, which includes a salad, 

entrée, and dessert. 
To make reservations, call Don at 508-615-8434. You may 

also send an email to: ohno7g7@yahoo.com.
Please make your reservations by Monday, Sept. 8.
The location is 91 Manville St.

Tag sale at 
Christ Memorial 
Episcopal Church

NORTH BROOKFIELD — A tag sale will be held at Christ 
Memorial Episcopal Church, 133 North Main St., on Saturday, 
Sept. 13 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Plants (indoor and out), puzzles, 
books, clothes, kid’s stuff, kitchen and household items, trea-
sures, and more. Name your own price. New this year: Help 
support the NB Food Collaborative – bring non-perishable 
items for the table. Rain date Sept. 20.
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CHARLTON — Bay 
Path Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 
is proud to announce 
the launch of  its newest 
Chapter 74-approved pro-
gram, Diesel Technology, 
beginning with the start 
of  the 2025–2026 school 
year. Incoming freshmen 
will be the first to enroll 
in the program, mak-
ing Diesel Technology 
the school’s 23rd Career 

Technical Education 
(CTE) shop.

The Massachusetts 
Department of  
Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
recently approved 
Bay Path’s applica-
tion to establish Diesel 
Technology as an offi-
cial Chapter 74 pro-
gram. The new offer-
ing was made possible 
in part through grant 

funding from the Skills 
Capital Modernization 
Grant, supported by the 
Massachusetts Executive 
Office of  Education.

Students in Diesel 
Technology will embark 
on a four-year program 

that provides a solid 
foundation in preventa-
tive maintenance, safety 
practices, diagnostics, 
and essential technical 
skills. Areas of  study 
will include diesel engine 
systems, electrical and 

electronic fundamentals, 
hydraulics, braking sys-
tems, and other relevant 
topics. The program is 
designed to prepare stu-
dents for both immediate 
entry into the workforce 
and advanced training 
opportunities in the die-
sel technology industry.

“We are incredibly 
proud and excited to 
announce the launch 
of  our new Diesel 
Technology program 
at Bay Path Regional 
Vocational Technical 
High School. This is 
more than just a new pro-
gram—it’s a direct invest-
ment in the future of  our 
students and our local 
economy. The demand for 
skilled diesel technicians 
is high and growing, 
offering our graduates 
access to high-paying, 
essential careers right 
here in our community. 
This program will pro-
vide our students with 
the hands-on skills and 
technical competencies 
needed to succeed in a 
rapidly evolving indus-
try. By partnering with 
leading local businesses 
and using state-of-the-art 

equipment, we’re ensur-
ing our students receive 
an education that is both 
rigorous and relevant. 
We’re preparing them 
for a meaningful career 
that will contribute to the 
strength and vitality of  
our region for years to 
come,” said Kyle Brenner, 
Superintendent-Director 
of  Bay Path Regional 
Vocational Technical 
High School.  

The Diesel Technology 
program underscores 
Bay Path’s mission to pro-
vide high-quality techni-
cal education that equips 
students with real-world 
skills and opens doors to 
meaningful careers.

Bay Path extends its 
gratitude to MassHire, 
our many sponsors, com-
munity partners, and 
advisory board members 
whose guidance and sup-
port made the launch 
of  Diesel Technology 
possible, including: 
Advantage Truck Group, 
C.M.T.S. Truck Service, 
E.L. Harvey & Sons Inc.,  
Massasoit Community 
College, Milton CAT, 
National Grid, and Volts, 
LLC.

Students named 
to Western New 

England University’s 
Spring Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD — Western New England University 
(WNE) takes immense pride in recognizing the out-
standing academic achievements of  more than 790 
students who have been named to the Dean’s List for 
the Spring 2025 semester.

Sydney Corfey of  W. Brookfield 
Sarah Drajpuch of  Brookfield 
Madeleine Johnson of  Rochdale 
Alexis Kaloudis of  Brookfield 
Ariana Masterjohn of  W. Brookfield 
Shyra McWhorter of  N. Brookfield 
Gabriel Paquette of  W. Brookfield 
Thomas Robidoux of  W. Brookfield 
Ryan Seeton of  W. Brookfield 
Matthew Tiberii of  W. Brookfield 
Western New England University  (WNE) is a pri-

vate, nationally ranked, comprehensive insti-
tution with a focus on preparing work-ready 
and world-ready graduates. Founded in 1919 
in Springfield, Massachusetts as a division of  
Northeastern College, WNE’s 215-acre subur-
ban campus serves more than 3,700 students, 
including over 2,500 full-time undergraduates. 
More than 47,000 alumni have earned degrees 
through its more than 90 undergraduate, grad-
uate, and professional programs at Colleges of  
Arts and Sciences, Business, Engineering, and 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences, and School of  
Law. Students come from 39 U.S. states and ter-
ritories and 23 countries. Of  45,104 living alum-
ni, 30% remain within the region, residing in 
the four Western Massachusetts counties and 
northern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among nationally ranked 
universities in US News and World Report, and 
among the Top 100 Undergraduate Engineering 
programs, and in the Doctoral/Professional 
Universities category in the  Carnegie 
Classification of  
Institutions of  Higher 
Education.
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BARGAIN
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BIG SAVINGS
 ON

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Interior/Exterior Doors & Windows  at Super Bargain Prices

$38
As Low As

$75
As Low As

$16
As Low As

TAKE 
AN EXTRA 

20% off
 All The Bargain Bay Products 

While Supplies Last
 When you bring this ad

See the Tab Bargain Bay 
at our website for a 

large selection!! 

$1895*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends is September 17th

Visit our
Online 

Bargain Bay
affordable

windows.com

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

SPRINGFIELD —  Western New 
England University (WNE) takes 
immense pride in recognizing the 
outstanding academic achievements 
of  more than 400 students who have 
been named to the President’s List for 
the Spring 2025 semester. Students are 
named to the President’s List for achiev-
ing a semester grade point average of  
3.80 or higher.

Madeleine Johnson of  Rochdale 
Gabriel Paquette of  W. Brookfield 
Thomas Robidoux of  W. Brookfield 
Matthew Tiberii of  W. Brookfield 
Shyra McWhorter of  N. Brookfield 
Western New England 

University (WNE) is a private, nationally 
ranked, comprehensive institution with 
a focus on preparing work-ready and 
world-ready graduates. Founded in 1919 
in Springfield, Massachusetts as a divi-
sion of  Northeastern College, WNE›s 
215-acre suburban campus serves more 

than 3,700 students, including over 2,500 
full-time undergraduates. More than 
47,000 alumni have earned degrees 
through its more than 90 undergrad-
uate, graduate, and professional pro-
grams at Colleges of  Arts and Sciences, 
Business, Engineering, and Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences, and School of  Law. 
Students come from 39 U.S. states and 
territories and 23 countries. Of  45,104 
living alumni, 30% remain within the 
region, residing in the four Western 
Massachusetts counties and northern 
Connecticut.

WNE is classified among nationally 
ranked universities in  US News and 
World Report, and among the Top 100 
Undergraduate Engineering programs, 
and in the Doctoral/Professional 
Universities category in the  Carnegie 
Classification of  Institutions of  Higher 
Education.

Bay Path announces opening of new
 Diesel Technology program

Students named 
to Spring Dean’s 
List at Western 
New England 
University

SPRINGFIELD — Western New England University 
(WNE) takes immense pride in recognizing the out-
standing academic achievements of  more than 550 
students who have been named to the Dean’s List for 
the Spring 2025 semester.

Ryan Seeton of  W. Brookfield 
Sarah Drajpuch of  Brookfield 
Ariana Masterjohn of  W. Brookfield 
Alexis Kaloudis of  Brookfield 
Western New England University (WNE) is a private, 

nationally ranked, comprehensive institution with a 
focus on preparing work-ready and world-ready grad-
uates. Founded in 1919 in Springfield, Massachusetts 
as a division of  Northeastern College, WNE’s 215-acre 
suburban campus serves more than 3,700 students, 
including over 2,500 full-time undergraduates. More 
than 47,000 alumni have earned degrees through its 
more than 90 undergraduate, graduate, and profes-
sional programs at Colleges of  Arts and Sciences, 
Business, Engineering, and Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences, and School of  Law. Students come from 39 
U.S. states and territories and 23 countries. Of  45,104 
living alumni, 30% remain within the region, residing 
in the four Western Massachusetts counties and north-
ern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among nationally ranked univer-
sities in  US News and World Report, and among the 
Top 100 Undergraduate Engineering programs, and 
in the Doctoral/Professional Universities category in 
the  Carnegie Classification of  Institutions of  Higher 
Education.

Students named to  
President’s List at Western 
New England University
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
EAST BROOKFIELD 

—  Guests of  all ages 
are invited to check 
out a busy schedule of  
programs this fall at 
East Brookfield Public 
Library.

A USPS job fair will 
take place on Tuesday, 
Sept. 9, from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Come to the library 
to discuss job opportuni-
ties in your area.

To learn more about 
this event, please contact 
Caryn at 978-962-2371.

An annual craft fair 
will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 18, from  9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Free to the pub-
lic, the fair will offer a 
range of  local crafters.

If  you would like 
to get involved in the 
fair as a vendor, please 
contact the library. 
Meanwhile, story-time 
sessions are offered on 
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Children ages six months 
to six years are invited to 
play games, listen to sto-
ries, and create art proj-
ects to take home. 

Caregivers are required 
to stay with youngsters 
during story-time ses-
sions. One adult caregiv-
er is required for every 
two children in atten-
dance.

The library’s Story 
Pals program is intend-
ed for children who 
have outgrown gener-

al story-time sessions, 
but still enjoy making a 
craft and listening to a 
story. Sessions are held 
on Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. 
Additionally, guests are 
invited to support the 
library’s Food Shelf  pro-
gram by bringing new, 
unexpired food items to 
the library during regu-
lar hours. Personal items 
are also accepted, includ-
ing shampoo, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, soap, 
laundry detergent, toi-
let paper, diapers, wipes, 
deodorant, barrettes, 
hair ties, socks, reusable 
plastic containers for 
food, aluminum foil, plas-
tic wrap, trash bags, dish 
soap, and more. 

All collected items will 
be distributed to local 
families and individuals 
in need.

“Our food shelf  is 
always available during 
normal library hours,” 
read a statement released 
by officials.

The library’s Fiber Art 
Group welcomes anyone 
who is interested in fiber 
arts, which includes knit-
ting, crocheting, embroi-
dery, hand sewing and 
cross stitching. Tuesday 
sessions will take place at 
9:30 a.m. on Sept. 16, Sept. 
23, Oct. 14, Oct. 21, and 
Nov. 18. 

The library’s Adult 
Knitting Group meets on 
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. 

“All skill levels are wel-

come. Bring a current 
project, or check out our 
many pattern books for 
inspiration,” the state-
ment read.

The Library Book Talk 
Group meets on the first 
Tuesday of  every month 
at 11 a.m. Stop by the 
library and pick up the 
book in advance. 

A Pokémon Go Club 
meets every Monday at 
3:30 p.m. All players must 
have their own devices 
to play on. Children and 
adults are welcome to 
attend sessions. Children 
under 12 years old must 
be accompanied by an 
adult.

Guests are also invited 
to check out special craft-
ing opportunities at the 

library.
“Every Monday in the 

Children’s Room, there is 
a self-directed craft proj-
ect,” the statement read. 
“Craft projects may have 
small parts. Children 
under 12 years old must 
be accompanied by an 
adult, with one adult for 
every two children.”

The library’s 
Technology Tuesday pro-
gram is a great resource 
for guests in need of  help 
with questions of  all 
sorts.

“We can teach you how 
to do things like use the 
library catalog to look 
for books and materials, 
place holds, add Libby to 
your e-reader or phone, 
and generally make the 

most out of  the online 
resources we have avail-
able for you,” the state-
ment read. “We can also 
help with non-library 
related things like setting 
up an email account.” 

If  you would like help 
specific to your device, 
please bring it along.

The library’s Movie 
Time program will 
offer sessions on Sept. 
30, Oct. 28, and Nov. 
25 (all at 12:30 p.m.). 
 
A Homework Help pro-
gram is available to assist 
local youngsters with 
homework questions. 
This is not a tutoring ses-
sion, but instead a pro-
gram enabling kids to 
ask for help on specific 

questions.
Staff  members will be 

available to assist chil-
dren with homework 
questions on Mondays 
from 3-6 p.m. Children 
under the age of  12 must 
have a parent or guardian 
remain with them.

Adult board games 
are offered on the first 
Tuesday of  every month 
at 1 p.m.

Meanwhile, Saturday 
board game sessions are 
offered to guests of  all 
ages at 10 a.m. No games 
will take place on Oct. 18. 

Additionally, library 
officials invite guests to 
visit the makerspace area 
and check out its offer-
ings. To learn more, con-
tact the library.

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

PAXTON — On Tuesday, Oct. 14 
at 8:30 a.m., Paxton-area Seniors 
head south to Plantsville, Conn., 
to see and hear A Tribute to The 
Legends of  Old Vegas at Aqua 
Turf, one of  Connecticut’s largest 
and nicest entertainment venues.  

This trip is our next-to-last bus 
trip of  the 2025 season.  Wilson 
Motor Coach leaves Paxton Council 
on Aging (Senior Center at 17 West 
St., Paxton, which is also Route 31) 
at 8:30 a.m.   Enjoy Aqua Turf ’s 
lovely grounds during our few 
hours there.

Enjoy a luncheon consisting of  
Lemon Chicken and Pork Schnitzel, 
served family style. There likely 
will be an appetizer, salad, vegeta-
ble, etc.  Dessert is apt to be some-
thing special.  We have been to 
two or three events there in recent 
years, mostly including music and 
sometimes dancing, and we have 
always found it to be a special day.   
They take good care of  us and give 
us our money’s worth.

Aqua Turf  is located in a coun-
try setting in Plantsville, Conn., 

with lovely grounds to walk, if  
and as desired, with fountains and 
lovely gardens, trees, cobblestone 
pathways, gazebos, and flower 
beds.  Say nothing about a stun-
ning, large water feature visible 
from the main dining room!  While 
there, you could fit in a ten-minute 
walk which would be very refresh-
ing.  Otherwise, walking  on this 
trip is extremely light since we will 
not be visiting other venues.   

Dave Colucci and Lisa Carter 
are the featured entertainers who 
will bring us our favorite enter-
tainers from the past includ-
ing Frank Sinatra, Dino (Dean 
Martin), Wayne Newton, Bobby 
Darin, Marilyn Monroe, Peggy Lee, 
Nancy Sinatra, Lynn Anderson 
and Rosemary Clooney.

Today’s trip cost is only $129.  This 
does not include the driver’s gratu-
ity, but it does include the delicious 
family-style luncheon, the spectac-
ular show and travel via Wilson 
Bus Motor Coach.  Payments are 
non-refundable unless ticket(s) can 
be re-sold.  Our tour date again is 
Tuesday, Oct. 14.  

For reservations or information, 
please call Deb Grensavitch at 
508.754.6366 or email Deb at  gren-
savitchd@aol.com.  Please make 
payments, at $129 per person, to 
Paxton FOCOA (Friends of  Paxton 
Council on Aging) and mail to Deb 
Grensavitch, 88 Laurel St., Paxton, 
MA  01612-1234.  Passenger count 
and payment are due three weeks 
prior to the trip which is Sept. 23 
for the Oct. 14 trip.

The Paxton Senior Center at 17 
West St. is on Route 31 heading 
south toward Spencer, but is just 
south of  Paxton Common and 
the only traffic light in town.  We 
will make one brief  stop in the 
morning at the TA Travel Center 
in Willington, Conn., where people 
can use the facilities and buy a cof-
fee or snack if  they are so inclined.  
We will probably do the same on 
the return trip.  We expect to arrive 
back at Paxton Senior Center at 6 
p.m.  Please join us for this enjoy-
able, restful day with good food and 
great entertainment.  

East Brookfield Library 
offers busy schedule this fall

Paxton-area Seniors 
announces trip to see tribute 

to musical legends

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION —  The Worcester Regional 

Transit Authority (WRTA) recently cel-
ebrated surpassing five million rides, a 
milestone that reflects growing rider-
ship and a commitment to expanding 
access across the region. 

The WRTA has long served as a 
critical link for residents throughout 
Worcester County, connecting riders to 
jobs, schools, medical appointments, 
and other essential services. 

“For those without access to a car, 
transit offers independence, consisten-
cy, and a reliable way to participate in 
daily life,” read a statement released by 
the authority.

Since 2020, the WRTA has provid-
ed fare-free service to riders, made 

possible through funding from the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act and the Fair 
Share Amendment. 

Suspending fares has helped elimi-
nate a major barrier for riders, making 
public transit more accessible and equi-
table across the region, officials said.

“Surpassing five million rides is a 
powerful reminder of  the essential role 
public transit plays in the lives of  our 
residents,” said WRTA Administrator 
Josh Rickman. “This milestone reflects 
the ongoing investments in service reli-
ability, route efficiency, and community 
engagement. Our operators, contrac-
tors, and staff  have worked hard to 
make transit more dependable, respon-
sive, and aligned with the needs of  the 
people we serve.”

Doug Belanger, a Leicester selectman 
who also serves as the WRTA Advisory 
Board Chairperson, was thrilled to join 
fellow leaders in celebrating the recent 
milestone. 

“This achievement shows what hap-
pens when we prioritize smart plan-
ning and consistent service delivery,” 
Belanger said. “From expanding ser-
vice hours to launching new initiatives, 
WRTA has stayed focused on building a 
transit system people can count on. Five 
million rides is proof  that we’re moving 
in the right direction.”

Looking ahead, WRTA leaders are 
committed to investing in several addi-
tional service enhancements. These 
include service analyses and surveys; 
accessibility upgrades for visually 
impaired riders; a central hub lobby 
renovation; bus stop improvements; 
and intelligent transportation systems 
(ITS) upgrades.

Officials are also planning to improve 
customer-facing technologies, includ-
ing bus tracking and other services.

A community celebration to mark 
the five million rides is scheduled for 
Sept. 18 during the quarterly “Riders’ 
Forum.” Attendees can enjoy fun give-
aways and have the opportunity to 
engage directly with WRTA staff  mem-
bers. 

Information about the upcoming sur-
veys will also be available at the event. 

“WRTA team members will be on 
site at the central hub to share details 
about new initiatives and gather valu-
able community feedback,” read the 
statement released by the authority. 

The event will take place from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m.
The WRTA is a regional transit sys-

tem that serves Worcester and the sur-
rounding 36 communities in central 
Massachusetts. The WRTA’s bus fleet 
includes diesel-electric hybrid vehicles, 
as well as clean-diesel buses. 

As the second largest regional transit 
authority in Massachusetts, the WRTA 
also provides paratransit services for 
elderly and disabled riders. 

All fixed routes and paratransit ser-
vices are free through June 2026.

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 9/5 & SATURDAY 9/6

TUNA 
STEAK 

AFTER 5:00 PM

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $22.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 9/30/25

Hi Mikaela, 

Here is an ad that is running in a di2erent paper that you can look at and grab info 
from.  You don’t need the food pictures because we’re not doing color.  
  
Also, we will be closed July 3-6 to celebrate the 4th of July 
  
r Facebook page for taven specials 
 

 

Yankee 
Magazine’s Choice 

for Best New 
England Cuisine!

salemcrossinn.com•(508) 867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Open Thurs -Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5. 
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting.

Hexmark Tavern is open Thurs. & Fri . 
Visit our Facebook page for Tavern Specials.

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

See Our 
Facebook 
page for 
Tavern 
Specials

Open Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting
Hexmark Tavern  is Open Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
FALL YARD SALE
 Saturday, September 20th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley 
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE   We accept CREDIT CARDS!”
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items   ONE DAY ONLY

Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - 
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, 
pants, jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - 
high chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

Jet Ski Lift 
For Sale 
1 Shore 
Master 

Jet Ski Lift 
$1200 OBO 

Call 508-248-2950

Brookfield Congregational Church 
will participate in the 

Town-wide Tag Sale
 to be held on

Sept.6, 2025 from 9 AM -3 PM. 
We will be set up on Central St. 
beside the Church located at 

8 Common St., Brookfield, MA 01506. 
Hope to see you there!

774-200-7308

Upcoming presentation 
 examines facts and fiction 
 surrounding immigration
WEST BROOKFIELD — There is no doubt that immigration is complex and an 

issue of  concern for many of  us. An upcoming presentation at the Merriam-Gilbert 
Library, “Immigration: Facts and Fiction,” will focus on some of  the reasons why 
people immigrate to the U.S. and many of  the myths and misconceptions that sur-
round this process. 

Organizers of  this event hope to foster a fuller understanding of  some of  the 
struggles that prompt people to move from their home countries and also to make 
connections to the journey to the U.S. that many of  our own family members made 
either recently or in the past. We plan to tell this story through music, poetry, and 
the voices of  people who have made the long journey here along with the presen-
tation of  some historical facts. We hope to change the narrative that too often por-
trays newcomers to our nation as somehow a drain upon our resources or a threat 
to our safety by sharing research on how incorrect these myths are. We welcome 
you to join us for this interactive presentation Thursday, Sept. 11 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
at the library, 3 W. Main St., West Brookfield.

This event is being sponsored by Grassroots Central Mass. For more information 
on Grassroots Central Mass please visit our Web site: https://grassrootscentral-
mass.org or email us at info@grassrootscentralmass.org.

Regional Transit Authority celebrates milestone

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph’s Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
Located in the church hall at 296 North 
Main St. North Brookfield 
Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the 
month from 5:00-6:30PM
the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12 
Noon-1:15PM
Any questions should be directed to the 
Rectory office 508 867-6469.
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community 
partner affiliated with the Worcester County 
Food Bank.      

OXFORD
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf
Oxford Community Center
4 Maple Road
Oxford, MA 01540
Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM              

ROCHDALE
The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church
674 Pleasant St.
Rochdale, MA
Distribution:  Every Monday from 12:00 - 
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.  

SOUTHBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, 
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, 
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE
Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry, 
Located in the St. Anne Church basement, 
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations
Contact: 508-347-6398

WEBSTER
Webster-Dudley Food Share
4 Church St #2
Webster, MA 0570
Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from 
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
 Dudley residents.
Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM  
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 
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VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:
So, MAGA cult people, like it or not, 

Putin took Trump to the cleaners…
again! In 2018, Putin crushed Trump 
in Helsinki, and now he did it again. 
The only difference between the two 
meetings is that this last one was on 
American soil! And Trump rolled out 
the red carpet, no less.

You folks have to admit, the self-pro-
fessed “world’s best deal maker” is 
totally outclassed by Putin. In this 
instance, Trump proclaimed to the 
world that he wanted Putin to agree to 
a cease fire and that he (Trump) would 
“not be happy” if  Putin did not agree. 
Well, guess what? Putin said no, yet 
Putin got everything he wanted from 
Trump, and Trump got nothing! So 
we have to assume that Trump is “not 

happy.”
But never fear — at the end of  the 

Alaska meeting, the idiot in the White 
House gave the MAGA world the typ-
ical nothing salad of  words that he 
always does.

So, Putin gets to continue killing 
innocent Ukrainians (one attack com-
ing very soon after Putin left US soil) 
while the Ukrainians, the US and the 
rest of  Europe got nothing!

One last thought: remember that 
before the election, Trump told the 
world that only he could bring the war 
to an end, that he would end the war 24 
hours after he was elected? I guess his 
gold Rolex must have stopped working.

Great job, Trump!
Anthony Fernandes

West Brookfield

Putin played Trump…again!

To the Editor:

Anyone who is paying attention can 
see that this president has successful-
ly overcome the design of  the three 
co-equal branches of  government 
being checks and balances of  any of  
them exceeding the authority they 
were designed to wield and uphold. 
The clearest picture of  the rubber 
stamp GOP Congress is the party sug-
gesting that they avoid town halls and 
public events where their constituents 
will likely express their disapprov-
al.   The level of  it being so exten-
sive that the administration knows 
their approval is tanking, and they 
can only hope to retain a majority by 
cheating.  California, who had enacted 
districting designed to honor all voic-
es, is stepping up to counter Texas, 
which is 60/40 party mix, working to 
eliminate all Dem majority districts. 
I won’t bother with additional legisla-
tive comments, because, what Trump 
wants, Trump gets.   They have event 
continued to dilute the Epstein files.

The judicial includes the courts and 
DOJ.  My first inkling that they were 
corrupt was when one state want-
ed Trump banned from their ballot, 
because any third grader can read sec-
tion #3 of  the 14th Amendment and 
see that, unless ban to hold any federal 
off-ice, be lifted by a two-thirds vote of  
both houses, anyone who participated 
in, or supported, an insurrection may 
not serve. The stacked Scotus ignored 
the ban, saying it was up to congress.  
Unlike impeachment that requires a 
certain majority, there would be no 
way he could have gotten the required 
vote to lift the ban.   Not only is he 
there illegally; I see no intent to ever 
leave. Not only does Trump use every 
weapon he has against courts who 
rule against him (some of  whom he 
appointed who respect the law). but he 
leverages law firms to represent his 
vast number of  frivolous suits.

Trump is a mob boss, and uses the 
DOJ as his mob.   You are paying 
for the frivolous investigations and 

law suits (as are the individuals he 
targets).   The worst president in his-
tory, has targeted Obama, Clinton, 
Biden, and a cast of  the thousands 
who rub him the wrong way. His AG 
and much of  his cabinet are stooges 
selected not for qualifications or expe-
rience, but only for loyalty. Meaning, 
they literally would not exercise 25th 
amendment, if  he actually did shoot 
someone.

Although, secret service has pro-
tected him and all of  his properties 
and family non-stop since his first 
term, he has just removed Kamal 
Harris from protection.   He is prep-
ping us for martial law by deploying 
troops and the masked ICE army, only 
in red states, despite actual crime 
figures.

Employers, trying to be patriotic, 
hire guard. 20 years ago, they were 
rightly called out for Katrina.   Today, 
they are picking up litter in D.C.  I bet 
their employers are thrilled.

Robert Kennedy is the largest dan-
ger to your health and welfare in his-
tory.  The purpose of  the CDC ( Center 
for Disease Control) is controlling 
disease.   The best way to do that is 
vaccines. Kennedy’s advice to forgo 
measles vaccine, resulted in 30,000 
unnecessary cases and 150 deaths.  
The new edict on Covid vaccines is 
have a co-morbidity, be old and have 
a doctor’s note. It will likely reduce 
the life expectancy nationwide. The 
top five doctors from the CDC are now 
gone — good luck.

I read the testimony of  a 14 year old 
Epstein “maid” who said she saw a 12 
year old with Trump in a hotel.  While 
that have penalty or just get filed with 
proven election conspiracies, other 
perverted acts and blatant disregard 
for using presidency for personal prof-
it?  We should all be very afraid, while 
we still can.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

What is too much power?

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Back to 
school, 
back to 

community
As the first yellow buses rumble 

down our roads and the leaves begin 
their slow turn toward autumn, fam-
ilies across the region are preparing 
for another school year. For some, it’s 
the excitement of  a child stepping into 
a kindergarten classroom for the first 
time. For others, it’s the nervous pride 
of  watching a senior set out on their last 
first day. Whatever the stage, the back-
to-school season is more than a turning 
of  the calendar—it’s a reminder of  how 
deeply education is woven into the fab-
ric of  community life.

Our schools are more than buildings 
where lessons are taught. They are liv-
ing centers of  connection, growth, and 
shared identity. Friday night football 
games bring neighbors together across 
generations. Elementary school art 
shows brighten the walls of  libraries 
and town halls. School concerts, plays, 
and robotics competitions showcase not 
only student talent but also the quiet 
dedication of  teachers, parents, and vol-
unteers who make them possible.

In a time when rural towns across 
Massachusetts face tough questions 
about growth, development, and how 
to preserve their character, investing in 
our schools remains one of  the surest 
ways to safeguard our future. A strong 
school system makes our towns more 
attractive to families, sustains property 
values, and—most importantly—gives 
our young people the skills and con-
fidence to succeed, whether they stay 
here close to home or venture farther 
afield.

But education is not only the respon-
sibility of  educators and administra-
tors. It is the work of  an entire commu-
nity. Parents can play a part by attend-
ing open houses, volunteering in class-
rooms, or joining booster clubs. Local 
businesses can help by offering intern-
ships, sponsoring youth programs, or 
donating expertise. Retirees, too, can 
lend their time and wisdom—whether 
tutoring, reading to young children, or 
serving on school committees.

And it isn’t just about giving. It’s about 
showing up. When we fill the bleachers 
at a game, clap at a school play, or stop to 
congratulate a student we know in the 
grocery store, we send a powerful mes-
sage: You matter. What you do matters. 
We are proud of  you.  That encourage-
ment shapes character just as surely as 
any textbook.

This year, as the school doors open 
once again, let’s make a renewed com-
mitment to support our students and 
those who guide them. Let’s remember 
that every investment of  time, energy, 
and attention we give to our schools is 
an investment in the long-term vitality 
of  our local communities.

Back-to-school is not just about the 
children returning to class. It’s about all 
of  us returning—returning to a sense 
of  shared purpose, shared responsibili-
ty, and shared pride in the place we call 
home.

Life insurance: 
Protecting 

what matters 
most

 September is Life Insurance Awareness 
Month and the perfect time to consider 
whether you have adequate coverage to 
protect your loved ones. While no one 
likes to think about what would happen 
if  they weren’t around, doing so is an act 
of  love.

Life insurance is fundamentally about 
protecting your loved ones should some-
thing happen to you. If  you pass away, 
your family will not only face the chal-
lenges of  grief  and loss but they could 
also find themselves financially strapped. 
Life insurance can help provide them 
with financial security in the event you 
no longer can.

Who needs life insurance:  You›re a 
good candidate if  you have a spouse or 
partner who depends on your income, 
or if  there are children or other loved 
ones whom you support. Insurance pro-
tection can also be a solution if  you have 
outstanding debts like a mortgage, credit 
cards or a car loan, or if  you simply don’t 
want to burden your loved ones with your 
final expenses. 

Insurance through work:  While many 
people have life insurance through their 
employers, this coverage may not be 
enough for you, depending on your situ-
ation. Among employers who offer group 
life insurance, only 2 percent offer more 
than two times the employee’s annual 
salary — essentially just two years of  
income — according to the Guardian’s 
2023 Workplace Benefits Study. And 
remember that it’s only good as long as 
you’re employed there. With all this in 
mind, many people purchase individual 
insurance as a supplement to their work-
place coverage. 

How much:  You might hear that you 
need life insurance equal to about seven 
to 10 times your pretax annual salary. 
That’s not a bad “ballpark” figure, but not 
everyone is playing in the same ballpark. 
To get a true sense of  how much of  a 
death benefit is right for you, use the «L-I-
F-E» guide to calculate your needs:

Liabilities: Will your family need to pay 
off  a mortgage, credit cards, car loan or 
other debt?

Income:  Will your family need to 
replace your income for a period of  years?

Final expenses:  Do you have the 
resources to cover funeral and burial 
expenses?

Education needs:  Do you need to put 
children through a private school or col-
lege?

Which type:  You can choose between 
two basic types of  life insurance: term 
and permanent. As its name suggests, 
term insurance is designed to provide 
coverage for a designated period, such as 
10, 15 or 20 years. In general, term insur-
ance is quite affordable for most peo-
ple, especially when they buy policies as 
young adults. On the other hand, perma-
nent insurance, such as whole life or uni-
versal life, is usually considerably more 
expensive because in addition to provid-
ing a death benefit, your premiums build 
cash value. In choosing between term 
and permanent insurance, you’ll want to 
evaluate several issues, such as how long 
you think you’ll need coverage and how 
much annual premium you can afford 
to pay. 

Life insurance needs can change over 
time, so it’s important to review your 
coverage every three to five years or 
after major life events like marriage or 
birth of  a child. Consider working with 
a financial advisor who can look at your 
complete financial situation and help you 
choose a policy that truly fits your fam-
ily’s needs. Taking action sooner rath-
er than later could be one of  the most 
important gifts you give your loved ones.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com.

 
Edward Jones is a licensed insurance 

producer in all states and Washington, 
D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co., 
L.P. and in California, New Mexico, and 
Massachusetts through Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of  California, L.L.C., 
Edward Jones Insurance Agency of  
New Mexico, L.L.C., and Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of  Massachusetts, 
L.L.C.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

It’s been over a month since my last 
auction news update. As usual, there 
is a lot to catch up on beginning with 
some news from the United Kingdom.

Auction staffers found a rare book 
while appraising items in a Bristol, 
England estate. A book specialist was 
looking through a “run of  the mill 
bookcase” when she spotted the rare 
book, according to the Smithsonian 
Magazine. She recognized the pale 
green book with mountains and a 
dragon as “the Hobbit.” When 
the book was first published 
in 1937 the author, J.R.R. 
Tolkien, designed the cover 
with eagles soaring over for-
ests and mountains. Tolkien 
also created ten black and 
white illustrations. There 
were 1,500 copies of  the 
first edition printed with a 
few hundred now currently 
known. The book was missing 
the dust jacket and had faded 
over the years. Despite this, it 
sold for nearly $57,000.

It seems like every year I 
write about a new sports mem-
orabilia auction record. A new 
sports card auction record was 
set by the “2007-08 Upper Deck 
Exquisite Collection Dual Logoman 
Autographs Jordan & Bryant card, 
numbered 1-of-1” card. Collector Matt 
Allen and Canadian investor Kevin 
O’Leary (known as “Mr. Wonderful” 
on the “Shark Tank” television show) 
were the winning bidders. Upper Deck 
first issued “Exquisite” cards for $500 
for five cards during their 2003-2004 
release. This is one of  the first times 
that patches and signatures were used 

with a card, according to ESPN. 
The card sold for $12.932 mil-
lion, eclipsing the $12.6 million 
paid for a 1952 Topps Mickey 
Mantle card in 2022.

In upcoming auction news, 
over 1,000 Hollywood props are 
hitting the auction block this 
week. One of  the highlights of  
the auction is Tobey Maguire’s 
Spider-Man costume from the 
2002 movie that is estimated 
to bring between $100,000 and 
$200,000. The Batman suit worn 
by Michael Keaton in the 1989 
Batman movie is expected to 
bring from $250,000 to $500,000. 
The bullwhip, belt, and whip 
holster used by Harrison Ford 
in “Indiana Jones and the Last 

Crusade” also has a $250,000 to $500,000 
estimate. After some vetting, a lightsa-
ber thought to have been used by Darth 
Vader was confirmed to be authen-
tic. The lightsaber was created from 
a camera flash. Plastic strips were 
added, and it was modified to hold a 
blade, according to CBS. Estimated at 
$3 million, the “Star Wars” saber is 

Latest auction news

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

Turn To ANTIQUES page  A12
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Following a long New 
England winter, few signs 
of  spring are more wel-
come than the first sprouts 
of  green popping up in a 
barren garden.  The prom-
ise of  a season of  beauti-
ful blooms, the tiny shoots 
are the gardeners reward 
of  a past autumn spent 
preparing and planting.  
Experts agree fall offers 
ideal conditions to plant 
perennials.   In fact, 
autumn is the preferred 
time to plant spring bloom-
ing bulbs. Therefore, it’s 
time once again to review 
a beginner’s guide to 
preparing, planning and 
planting bulbs now for a 
flourish of  flowers come 
spring.

**
Choosing Choice Bulbs
If  you are selecting 

bulbs in bulk, such as 
loose bulbs offered at dis-
count garden centers, it’s 
important to follow a few 
rules of  thumb.  Typically, 
big bulbs produce the larg-
est blooms and may yield 
more flowers, therefore, it 
may be worth the cost to 
pay a bit more for  good 
sized, healthy bulbs. 
However, if  you are on a 
budget and have the time 
to wait, smaller bulbs will 
eventually increase in 
size and bloom each year.   
When choosing a bulb, 
look for those that are 
firm and plump. Hold 
them in your palm and 
select bulbs that feel 
heavy for their size. Avoid 

bulbs with bruises, spots 
or signs of  mold.   And 
steer clear of  soft, mushy 
and lightweight bulbs.  
Sprouting bulbs may indi-
cate a bulb that has been 
in storage for a long time.  

**
Planning a 

Flower Garden  
A little thought and prepa-
ration go a long way in 
reaping the benefits of  a 
successful spring and sum-
mer flower garden. The 
planning you take time for 
in the fall will be apparent 
when the flower garden 
plantings burst with color 
and texture next year.  
Know your flowers before 
you plan to plant. While 
most bulbs require an area 
where there is full sun, 
other varieties such as the 
iris and crocus enjoy some 
shade after blooming.  For 
best results select a loca-
tion in full sun or sun with 
morning shade only. Well 
drained soil is a requisite 
for flower bulbs.   If  you 
have poor soil, raised flow-
er beds may be an effec-
tive alternative. 

* * 
For best results, design 
your garden with pen and 
paper first, mapping out 
the size of  the beds and 
the flowers to scale. Keep 
in mind color, texture and 
fragrance are all import-
ant factors when decid-
ing on a particular flower 
garden plan.   Plotting a 
garden plan is an exciting 
chore, and there are some 

basic rules that ensure a 
pleasant mix of  color for 
a showy display.   Notice 
how a clump of  daffodils 
and tulips are much more 
charming than a tidy row 
of  the springtime flowers.  
The eye is drawn toward 
the burst of  color when 
these flowers are situat-
ed in generous groups of  
plantings.  Be sure to take 
an accurate bulb count 
of  such large splashes of  
plantings.   Your layout 
plan should also include 
using flower bulbs as 
accents in perennial beds, 
or to fill in rock gardens or 
as an interesting border 
to greenery.   Be sure to 
plan for extra bulbs to fill 
in areas or to add as land-
scape accents.

* * 
For an interesting mix, 
merge short plants with 
tall specimens to give 
variety and depth as well 
as differing textures.  
And don’t underestimate 
the power of  fragrance.  
Nothing is more delight-
ful than a pathway of  
floral scents welcoming 
visitors to your door!   
You should also decide 
if  you want to plan out 

every aspect of  planting 
a semi formal garden, 
or if  you choose instead 
to toss convention and 
bulbs to the wind,  plant-
ing bulbs the natural 
way, thus creating a natu-
ral sprinkling of  blooms.     
Scaling plants to the bed 
is another important fac-
tor when plotting your 

plan.     A simple rule to 
follow is to keep in mind 
the tallest plant in an 
island flower bed should 
have a mature height that 
is equal to about half  the 
width of  the bed.   Place 
these plants in the cen-
ter, so they can be viewed 
from all sides.   Also 
remember to take into 
account plants that grow 
and expand quickly. 

* * 
Color is another major 
consideration when plant-
ing your bulbs. If  you 
want your garden to be 
a showcase all season, 
select a variety of  bulbs 
that flower during early, 
middle and late spring 
and summer for a con-
tinuous burst of  color.   
Just as in the home, in 
the garden bed cool colors 
seem to recede and warm 
colors appear to come for-
ward.   To make a small 
garden area appear larger 
and more spacious,  plant 
flowers in cool, light col-
ors.   As a general rule 
white goes a long way in 
a garden bed, but if  you 
use a lot of  white flow-
ers in an area, consider 

adding a dramatic splash 
of  bright red or bright 
pink or purple for visual 
contrast. And, remember, 
if  you are growing flow-
ers to cut and bring the 
blooms indoors, choose 
colors that will go with 
the decor of  your home, 
as well as harmonize with 
one another in the garden.  
Gardens, in fact, are often 
planned around color.  The 
ambiance of  your outdoor 
living space is determined 
by color and your choices 
decide whether your gar-
den flowers contrast or 
complement each other 
which can result in either 
a subtle hue of  color or a 
spectacular show of  bril-
liant blooms.  The former, 
which relies on soft pas-
tels to make a statement 
in the flower garden, is 
often achieved through 
monochromatic plan-
ning.  Choosing flowers of  
all the same color fami-
ly may offer a soothing 
garden setting.  Interest is 
accomplished by provid-
ing varying textures and 
flower heights in mono-
chromatic pastel gardens.      
For a more showy gar-
den, eye catching bright 
reds, yellows, purples and 
whites take center stage 
in a flower bed. Such 
contrasting colors can be 
often be achieved with lit-
tle effort simply by match-
ing up opposite colors on 
the standard color wheel.  

**
 Planting Prep: Planting 

time varies depending 
on location, but here in 
the Northeast it ranges 
from September until as 
long as the soil can be 
worked, usually around 
the end of  October.   
Prepare your bed by mak-
ing sure soil is properly 
fertilized. Be sure to dig 
out the soil to the proper 
depth. Loosen the soil and 
if  you choose, add a bulb 
booster to the soil. Bulbs 
should be planted with 
pointed side up.   Place 
them firmly, yet gently, 
into the ground.   Cover 
the bulbs loosely with soil, 
water lightly and add a 
layer of  mulch. . Typically, 
bulbs should be planted 
three times as deep as the 
bulb is wide.   In sandy 
soils, you can plant a lit-
tle deeper, and in heavy 
soils you can dig a slight-
ly shallower hole. Bulbs 
should be spaced approx-

imately a width twice 
the diameter of  the bulb. 
Note: Tulips should be 
planted one inch deeper 
then indicated if  the soil 
is not too heavy and their 
location is permanent as 
deep rooting can prolong 
the effective life of  the 
tulip bulb. 

Forcing bulbs  
Forcing bulbs indoors 
allows the impatient gar-
dener to enjoy springtime 
blooms during the winter 
season.   Certain bulbs, 
such as the narcissus and 
hyacinth lend themselves 
to forced budding.  

To do: Drop a bulb into 
a glass jar and fill with 
water and small peb-
bles until the water level 
reaches   the base of  the 
bulb. Position the jar in 
a sunny window.   Water 
must remain at the same 
level, so add moisture as 
needed. To prevent mold, 
change the water period-
ically.   

**
Win a Three Course 

Dinner for Two at the 
Publick House

Your tips can win you a 
great dinner for two at the 
historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per 
month (or whenever I 
receive enough tips for a 
column) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

**
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that has 
worked for you?    Do you 
have a question regarding 
household or garden mat-
ters?  If  so, why not share 
them with readers of  
Stonebridge Press news-
papers?    Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for dinner 
for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

We’ve all had those moments—the ones where 
your blood goes from zero to boiling in two sec-
onds flat. You’re cool, calm, and collected until 
you’re not. It could be the driver who cuts you off  
or the co-worker who sends a “quick email” at 4:59 
p.m. Maybe it’s that person with a different politi-
cal opinion than yours. It’s different for everyone, 
but sometimes we lose control!

There’s a part of  your brain called the amyg-
dala—two little almond-shaped clusters buried 
deep in your head, responsible for fight or flight mode. 
Whenever you lose control, the amygdala presses the 
panic button. Stress signals flood your body. Heart rate 
spikes. Cortisol surges. Rational thought goes out the 
window, and you’re in fight mode. 

The amygdala is like a built-in alarm system, con-
stantly scanning for threats. It’s the reason our ances-
tors ran from saber-toothed tigers instead of  trying to 
pet them.

You’d think letting it all out would make you feel bet-
ter, like releasing steam from a pressure valve—but it’s 
not really like that. After a moment of  rage, your brain 
doesn’t just cool off. It can stay locked in fight mode 
for hours. During that time, your logical 
thinking is foggy, you are emotionally 
reactive, and even your memory and 
ability to learn drop dramatically.

Why? Because when the amygdala 
floods your system with stress signals, it 
hijacks the prefrontal cortex—the part 
of  your brain responsible for reasoning, 
planning, and impulse control. That’s 
why you say things you regret, or make 
decisions that feel smart in the moment 
but dumb five minutes later. 

The brain is like clay—it reshapes 
itself  based on what you do over and 
over. Every time you snap, you’re carv-
ing a deeper groove in that “anger path-
way.” The more you use it, the stronger 
it gets. Which means the next outburst 
comes faster, with less provocation.

It’s like lifting weights for the wrong 
muscle. The more reps you put in, the 
bulkier that anger response becomes. Or 
like watering weeds instead of  flowers—
pretty soon the weeds take over, choking 
out everything else.

Over time, your fuse shortens. You 
become easier to trigger. People start 
tiptoeing around you, because they don’t 
know what version of  you they’re going 
to get. To add insult to injury, chron-
ic anger literally weakens the brain 
circuits tied to empathy and self-con-
trol. The amygdala causes your fight 
response to grow more dominant, while 
the prefrontal cortex loses influence. 
The result? You become more impul-
sive, less compassionate, and stuck in a 
loop where anger trains the brain to get 
angrier.

But let’s look on the bright side! When 
you pause, take a breath, and decide not 
to blow your top, you’re doing more than 
just “holding it together”—you’re actu-
ally retraining your brain. That moment 
of  restraint activates your prefrontal 
cortex—the part of  your brain respon-
sible for judgment, impulse control, and 
higher reasoning. At the same time, 
it signals the amygdala to calm down, 
which lowers stress hormones such as 
cortisol and adrenaline.

The more often you do this, the stron-
ger those calm, rational circuits become. 
You’ll find yourself  less over-reactive, 
more compassionate, and better at han-
dling conflict. Neuroscientists refer to 
this as emotional regulation—your abil-
ity to feel the surge but not get swept up 
by it. It’s like building a stronger inner 
pilot who can take back the wheel from 
that raging chimp in your head.

If  the payoffs to restraint weren’t obvi-
ous, there are other benefits as well. 

People tend to trust and respect those who stay 
steady when others lose control. Cooler heads 
don’t just prevail—they lead.

Regulating your outbursts is essential, no 
matter what—but especially if  you’re leading 
an organization or a family. Keeping calm isn’t 
just about appearances; it keeps your brain in 
an optimal state where you can make wise deci-
sions, guide others with clarity, and earn respect 
that lasts. Have you noticed? The strongest lead-

ers—the ones people trust most—are typically those 
who remain calm under pressure.

So next time your blood starts to boil, hit pause. 
Walk into the other room, close your eyes, and breathe 
for a few minutes. That’s how you train your brain for 
strength instead of  weakness. Anyone can lose it—real 
power is staying calm.

Toby Moore is a columnist, the star of  Emmy - 
Nominated A Separate Peace, and the CEO of  
Cubestream Inc. 

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Thursday price 8/28/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

559 Main Street
 Fiskdale, Unit LL

https://bryzeecandleco.com

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Pepperoni   
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Meatball 
Grinder 

 Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Planting Bulbs this Season for Spring Flowers

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

From anger to strength

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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W O R C E S T E R 
—  Quinsigamond 
Community College’s 
Children’s School: Early 
Childhood Education Lab 
School has been promoting 
leadership through recent 
visits by guests, including 
Senator Robyn Kennedy 
and QCC Chief  of  Police 
Steve DiGiovanni.

In an effort to intro-
duce young learners to 
positive leadership role 
models, both Kennedy and 
DiGiovanni held reading 
sessions and engaged in 
a discussion that educat-
ed the children on their 
roles in the community. 
The visit was part of  the 
Children’s School’s ongo-
ing commitment to provid-
ing enriching experiences 
that support early child-
hood development.

“Our focus with the 
children right now is 
on all the different roles 
it takes to make a com-
munity thrive,” said 
Director of  the Children’s 
School/Early Childhood 
Education Lab Erin 
Roache. “These visits were 
a wonderful way to start. 
It was beautiful to see our 
diverse population of  chil-
dren given a connection to 
people in leadership whom 
they might not otherwise 
have the opportunity to 
connect with.” 

Both visiting leaders 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  early childhood 
education and communi-
ty investment in young 
people’s development. The 
interactive format allowed 
children to ask questions 
and see leadership in 
action.

“Chief  DiGiovanni and 
Sen. Kennedy were patient 
and took time to listen and 
respond to the children. 
Senator Kennedy even 
fielded a few tough ques-
tions about the current 
political climate. What a 
beautiful moment to see 
the children we advocate 
for become their own advo-
cates with leadership,” 
Roache commented.

Following DiGiovanni’s 
visit, the children par-
ticipated in a  Touch-a-
Truck  style event, where 
they could explore various 
community service vehi-
cles up close. The hands-on 
experience allowed chil-

dren to learn about different careers in 
public service while fostering curiosity 
about their community helpers.

The Children’s School serves as both a 
childcare facility for community families 
and a practical learning laboratory for 
early childhood education students at 
QCC. The dual purpose creates a unique 
environment where future educators 
gain real-world experience while chil-
dren receive care and education.

j j j j j j

Sincere, who prefers to go by 
John, is an incredibly smart and 
thoughtful boy with a bright imagi-
nation. When asked what he wants 
to be when he grows up, John says 
he wants to be “brave” like a super-
hero—a reflection of his kind heart 
and strong spirit. John enjoys a va-
riety of creative and enriching ac-
tivities. He loves drawing, coloring, 
baking, swimming, playing video 
games, and going to church—es-
pecially because it means a trip for 
ice cream afterward. He does very 
well in school and is especially 
passionate about science, though 
he also has exceptional reading 
skills for his age. While John isn’t 
interested in most sports, he thrives 

in artistic settings and truly enjoys swimming. His creativity, intelli-
gence, and gentle personality make him a joy to be around. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22542013028  
 

  Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.           

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource 
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the 
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can 
help children and teens in foster care.         

Sincere 
Age 10 

Registration #7381  

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

QCC’s Children’s School getting a start on leadership

Courtesy

Sen. Robyn Kennedy (left) reads a book at QCC’s Children’s School: Early Childhood Education Lab School. 

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

While education can 
lead to an intellectual 
renaissance, physical 
bookstores can do the 
same economically.

That, at least, could be 
said of  Main Street in 
Danielson, where one of  
the earlier establishments 
was Pourings & Passages 
in April of  2021.

“Main Street was 
dead,” but since then 
about a dozen stores and 
restaurants have opened 
in their neighborhood, 
store owner Jim Weigel 
said. 

Unlike many stores, 
this one’s entirely 
non-profit, with all of  
its 30 staff  being volun-
teers, including Weigel, 
and all of  the thou-
sands of  books being 
donated. But like many, 
it’s a labor of  love, 
something Weigel said 
he’d “always wanted” 
to do while spending 37 
years as a school librar-
ian. Over the years, he’d 
been running book sales 
for St James School, and 
a friend said “you have 
to get a brick and mortar. 
… I’ve been learning con-
stantly on the job.”

These days, that seems 
to fly in the face of  inter-
net dominance of  market-
ing, especially in books. 
He noted Amazon’s rise 
led to the demise of  most 
of  the nation’s indepen-
dent bookstores, although 
there’s been some resur-
gence in recent years. Now 
there are about 2400 indie 
bookstores nationwide – 
a “staggering statistic” 
when there are 2000 cof-
feeshops in Connecticut 
alone, he said.

Pourings & Passages 
is part coffeeshop in the 
sense you can get a coffee 
from the coffeemaker if  
you want one. It doesn’t 
have a counter for that 
purpose, although count-
ers and displays around 
the store feature locally 
made jewelry, crafts from 
St James folks, giant sea-
shells, half-done puzzles, 
Killingly students’ art, 
fancy tableware, toys and 
teddy bears, among other 
things. 

Those are interspersed 
with what Weigel’s calls 
their “main mission” 
– the books themselves, 
shelved through seven 
rooms, one of  them “The 
Man Cave.” That’s where 
automotive, firefighting, 
policing, and home repair 
books are. 

Some visitors know 
that room once had a very 
different life. It was the 
fitting room for the site’s 
previous incarnation as 
a bridal shop. It’s become 
one of  the various rep-
resentations of  Weigel’s 

sense of  humor on subtle 
display around the store.

As you’d expect with 
thousands of  books, 
there’s a broad spectrum 
of  topics – pretty much 
anything from kids’ ear-
liest picture books to 
archaeology, local authors 
to famous world names, 
a fair amount of  politics 
(which he noted doesn’t 
move well right now), his-
tory, crafts, foreign lan-
guages, and loads of  cook-
books, spiritual books, 
and children’s books.

One of  the latter stood 
out as the store’s most 
successful author event: 
Allison Silver’s “Book of  
Sam’s Dreams” sold 72 
copies in a couple hours. 
Like other local authors’ 
books, that sells for the 
retail price, and Weigel 
noted many authors give 
the store a share of  the 
earnings or donate the 
copies entirely. (Most of  
the store’s used books go 
for a few bucks apiece.)

Although the place rais-
es funds for St James – 
he aims to donate $25,000 
a year – Weigel noted 
that he’s sometimes had 
people complain about 
a few of  the books they 
offer, objecting they’re 
not Catholic. He makes a 
point of  saying Pourings 
& Passages is not a reli-
gious bookstore, and talk-
ed about some of  his expe-
riences with past efforts 
to censor books (which he 
strongly opposes, noting 
“The good guys never ban 
books”).

One of  them was Judy 
Blume’s “Forever,” which 
one parent of  a school 
he worked in got the 
administration to require 
students to get parental 
permission to read. He 
recalled the students 
themselves got creative 
about circumventing that 

– they obtained several 
copies and set up their 
own lending library for 
just that book.

“Every adolescent 
kid needs to read this 
because they shouldn’t 
get their information 
from their friends or a 
back alley,” Weigel said, 
describing the book as 

“extremely well written.”
Since they rely on dona-

tions – and a couple boxes 
of  them came in while we 
talked – and don’t order 
books, they can’t guaran-
tee any particular book 
will be available, but do 
take a list of  ones clients 
are seeking. Weigel noted 
he discards quite a few 
because of  condition and 
refuses those that smell 
like the attic or basement. 
But he’s also seen some 
unusual titles sell despite 
being in not-good shape, 
since the buyers were 
seeking their informa-
tion.

“Whenever I open a box 
of  books, I do my Snoopy 
dance,” he noted.

To Weigel, although 
bookstores are “a very 
risky business” normally, 
this one has the “perfect” 
business model, since it’s 
all-volunteer and all-dona-
tion-based, in a place with 
“a very reasonable rent” 
for five years. He has 
started getting some calls 
lately from people seeking 
to sell books because of  
the slowing economy, but 
he turns them down, and 
noted even other places 
that normally do buy are 
refusing or only offering 
store credit.

Despite that, he said he 
thinks “used bookstores 
tend to do well in econom-
ic downturns because 
they can still afford to 
buy used books,” and is 
looking forward to the 
store’s 10th anniversary 
in November.

“I love when kids come 
in to get books,” he added. 
“That’s the best part.”

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

GUS
STEEVES

Reader’s
Journey

Pourings & Passages: Books 
leading a local renaissance

Jim Weigel, left, talks to a customer as a couple store volunteers look on

The store as seen from the street corner.

tion, Morton has seen 
strong support from like-
minded residents who 
are afraid of  losing the 
Rescue Squad and full-
time firefighters.

“I have always appre-
ciated the fire depart-
ment and Rescue Squad, 
but now, as a senior citi-
zen in a wheelchair, it is 
more  important to me to 
know that help is on the 
way if  I need it,” said res-
ident Carol McPherson.

In June, selectmen 
signed a one-year con-
tract with the Spencer 
Rescue Squad, enabling a 
continuation of  services 
while the Board readies 
a formal bidding process.

The Rescue Squad, 
which has served Spencer 
for 66 years, saw its pre-
vious contract with the 
town expire on June 
30. The recently signed 
one-year deal is worth 
$325,000, funded through 
one-time monies that will 
not be available in future 
years, according to Town 
Administrator Jeffrey 
Bridges.

Currently, the town is 
readying a formal request 
for proposal (RFP) pro-
cess for ambulance ser-
vices. The Rescue Squad 
will have an opportunity 
to submit a bid, as well as 
private companies.

“The RFP development 
process is continuing at 
this time,” Bridges said. 
“The board has not voted 

a position on a potential 
request for a special elec-
tion.”

Selectman Ralph Hicks 
told the New Leader he 
supports continuing with 
the RFP process, while 
also greenlighting a spe-
cial election on a parallel 
track. 

“There are no simple 
answers here. It’s a com-
plicated issue,” Hicks 
said. “My inclination is 
to move forward with the 
RFP, and also proceed 
with a ballot question and 
have people vote on it.”

Selectman Gary 
Woodbury feels the RFP 
process should be prior-
itized, especially with 
uncertainty looming over 
the timing of  a potential 
special election, if  it were 
approved by the board.

“Based on what the 
board has already decid-
ed, we should put the 
RFP out there, see what 
comes back, and go from 
there,” Woodbury said. 
“There are a lot of  time 
constraints, and we can’t 
operate on hopes and 
what-ifs. By law, we need 
to make sure the town 
has an ambulance service 
for the residents.”

Several residents have 
shared with the New 
Leader their concerns 
about potential problems 
involving private ambu-
lance companies. They 
trust the consistent level 
of  service provided by the 
Rescue Squad over many 
decades, and they’re urg-
ing selectmen to approve 
a special election.

“I am also working on 
providing more informa-
tion about why retaining 
the firefighters and SRS 
is crucial. I am strongly 
opposed to allowing a pri-
vate ambulance service 
in town,” Morton stated.

Petitioners recog-
nize that the election, if  
approved, would come at 
a cost to the town (esti-
mated at no lower than 
$8,500). Morton said the 
timing of  the situation 
requires a special elec-
tion, rather than waiting 
for the next regular elec-
tion.

“The next scheduled 
election isn’t until May, 
which is too close to the 
next fiscal year for effec-
tive budget planning,” 
Morton added. “If  a spe-
cial election passed, an 
RFP for another ambu-
lance service would be 
unnecessary. The fire 
department has already 
lost a member due to job 
insecurity, and others 
may leave for similar rea-
sons. I fear SRS could face 
the same challenges.”

Selectmen have also 
expressed concerns 
over the potential for 
more first responders to 
depart amid employment 
uncertainty. Officials 
confirmed that a full-time 
firefighter recently left 
the department for a posi-
tion in Rutland.

The grant that funds 
the four firefighting posi-
tions ends in February 
2027.

ELECTION
continued from page  A1

Terry was the son of  
Philip Terry, a World War 
II Navy pilot.  He gradu-
ated from the University 
of  Virginia in 1968 and 
became a lieutenant in 
the U.S. Marine Corps.

After volunteering for 
service in Vietnam, Terry 
sustained multiple gun-
shot wounds as an infan-
try platoon leader during 
Operation Virginia Ridge 
in 1969.   As a result of  
his injuries, he was par-
alyzed from the waist 
down – but he refused to 
let his adversities defeat 
him.

 
After spending more than 
a year in the hospital, 
Terry attended George 
Washington University 
School of  Law, earning 
several doctorates. He 
went on to spend 42 years 
in various federal govern-
ment posts. 

In 1992, he became 
legal counsel to then 
Chairman of  the Joint 
Chiefs of  Staff  Colin 
Powell. In 2011, he retired 
as Chairman of  the Board 
of  Veterans’ Appeals, 
after helping countless 
veterans by adjudicat-
ing their claims.  He 
then became a Senior 
Fellow at the University 
of  Virginia’s Center for 
National Security Law.

Following his retire-
ment, he wrote several 

books on constitutional 
law and international law. 

Terry died in 2014, at 
the age of  68. He is bur-
ied in Arlington National 
Cemetery.

In honor of  Terry’s 
valor in service, he earned 
the following awards and 
distinctions: a Purple 
Heart; a Bronze Star 
with Merit; the Legion 
of  Merit and the Navy’s 
Commendation Medal; 
the State Department 
Superior Honor Medal; 
the Defense Superior 
Service Medal; and sev-
eral other commendation 
medals.

During the Aug. 23 cer-
emony, several friends, 
family members, and 
local leaders described 
Terry’s ability to inspire 
his community from an 
early age. 

“He never forgot his 
roots. His early experi-
ences contributed greatly 
to his powerful and per-
sistent perseverance,” 
said Bob Far, a child-
hood friend of  Terry. “It 
all starts right here in 
Podunk with the great 
Terry family.”

Terry’s daughter, 
Kristin Abati, shared 
several memories with 
guests. These include her 
father’s love for sailing, 
fishing trips, and base-
ball. He acquired many 
fascinating keepsakes 
over the years, including 
a quill pen from Sandra 
Day O’Connor.

“My dad loved his 
friends and family very 
deeply. I appreciate all of  
you for taking the time 
to be here and remember 
him,” Abati told attend-
ees.

Toward the end of  the 
program, members of  
Terry’s family received 
proclamations from 
State Sen. Peter Durant 
and State Rep. Donald 
Berthiaume.

“History too often gets 
lost, and it’s so import-
ant to celebrate our local 
heroes and make sure 
they’re never forgotten,” 
Durant said. “People can 
do amazing things when 
they’re imbued with 
character. When peo-
ple come by this square 
many years from now, 
they will know his name 
and be inspired to learn 
about his life.”

The event concluded 
with the unveiling of  a 
sign that cements Terry’s 
legacy at an intersection 
he passed countless times 
growing up.

All program partic-
ipants and guests are 
thanked for their atten-
dance. The event also 
included a welcome 
address given by local 
leader and volunteer 
Heather Gablaski; the 
Pledge of  Allegiance 
delivered by members 
of  Boy Scout Troop 238; 
and “God Bless America” 
sung by Amanda 
Lambert.

TERRY
continued from page  A1

www.StonebridgePress.com

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 
to obits@stonebridgepress.news
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&Home 
 AutoSpring

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window

 Cleaning
Residential 
Commerical 
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail21
@aol.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$250 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Fall is quickly approach-
ing and as you prepare for 
the change of  seasons, con-
sider preserving some of  
your summer garden’s beau-
ty.   Photograph, dry, or press a 
few of  your favorite flowers to 
enjoy and share with others. 

Cell phone cameras have 
greatly improved and allow 

even novice photographers 
the opportunity to capture the 
beauty of  their gardens and 
favorite plants. Visit your gar-
den in the early morning or 
evening when the light tends to 
be perfect for taking pictures. 
Try focusing on a favorite flow-
er, bouquet or garden that you 
love.  Watch how plant shapes, 

colors and textures contrast 
and combine to create pockets 
of  beauty in the garden. 

Harvest and dry some of  
your favorite flowers for dried 
arrangements and crafts. Pick 
the flowers when they are at 
peak bloom and dry them. Cut 
the flowers midday when they 
contain less moisture, reduc-
ing the dry time.

Use a bypass pruner or gar-
den scissors to cut the stems 
above a set of  healthy leaves.  
Remove the foliage and gath-
er them into small bundles.  
Secure the stems with rubber 
bands. They will contract when 
the stems shrink and continue 
to hold the stems tightly.   Use 
a spring-loaded clothespin to 
hang the bundles from a hang-
er, clothesline or nail.   Allow 
the flowers to dry in a warm, 
dark, dust-free location.

Lay flat-faced flowers, like 
daisies, face down on a flat sur-
face to dry since they tend to 
close a bit when hung upside 
down.  Simply cut off  the stem 
and place the flowers face down 
on newspaper or craft paper 
in a warm, dry location.  Once 
dried, you can glue them in 
place or use florist wire to cre-
ate stems for arranging.

Be sure to pick a few seed-
pods and seedheads from 

perennials and ornamental 
grasses.   Allow them to dry 
on the plants, harvest and use 
them to add interesting texture 
and form to your dried flower 
arrangements and projects.

Try pressing a few flow-
ers to use for making cards, 
gifts, and works of  art. Just 
place the leaves and flowers 
between pieces of  craft or sim-
ilar paper in a flower press 
or heavy book.  You can pur-
chase or make your own flower 
press  with wood, bolts, wing 
nuts, cardboard, and paper. Be 
sure to sandwich the flowers 
between sufficient layers of  
paper to protect the pages of  
your book. 

Use freshly picked flowers at 
their peak of  beauty for best 
results.  Arrange the leaves and 
petals as desired before press-
ing, since they will dry the way 
you place them.

Once your flowers are placed 

in between the paper and pages 
of  the book, close it, and stack 
a few books on top for added 
weight. Or evenly tighten the 
flower press to apply needed 
pressure. Your dried flowers 
will be ready in about a month.

Store pressed flowers in 
paper envelopes or between 
sheets of  paper. Place them in 
cardboard boxes in a dry loca-
tion until you are ready to cre-
ate your pressed flower project. 

As your gardens transition 
into fall, look for other flowers, 
foliage and seed pods to add 
to your dried flower collection. 
Continue to photograph your 
garden and enjoy the beauty 
every change of  season pro-
vides. 

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening 
books, including the  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd  Edition  and Small Space 
Gardening.  She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant video 
series  and the nationally syn-
dicated  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing 
editor for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Three ways to preserve the beauty of your summer garden

Melinda Myers

Lay flat-faced flowers, like these Shasta daisies, face down on a flat 
surface to dry.
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Notice of Public Hearing
The North Brookfield Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on Wednes-
day, September 24, 2025 at 6:15PM at 
the Senior Center, 29 Forest St., North 
Brookfield, MA. Public opinion will be 
received regarding the amendment 
of the North Brookfield Zoning Map 
for the Summer St., Bigelow St. and 
Downey Rd. neighborhood. A propos-
al for changing the R30 District to R11 
District will be discussed. Any person 
interested in being heard or seeking in-
formation should appear at the above 
stated time and place. A copy of the 
proposed amendments are on file in 
the office of the Town Clerk, 215 North 
Main St., North Brookfield, MA.
William King, Chair    
August 29, 2025
September 5, 2025

Notice of Special Public Hearing 
East Brookfield 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
This Zoning Board hearing will take 
place at the East Brookfield Memorial 
Town Complex, 122 Connie Mack Drive, 
East Brookfield, MA on Wednesday, 
September 17th, 2025. Hearing will 
commence at 6:00PM or soon thereaf-
ter as can be heard. Interested parties 
can attend in person. 
Applicant: Robin M. Gagne., owner of 
the property at 204 Stone Road, East 
Brookfield, MA. 
The applicant is requesting a “Special 
Permit” and 
“Finding” for the removal of an existing 
structure and construction of a new 
structure on a non-conforming lot as 
outlined in the East Brookfield Zoning 
Bylaws. This hearing will determine 
if the proposed new structure is not 
more detrimental to the neighborhood 
in which it will be located. Additionally, 
this hearing will determine if this struc-
ture does not endanger the health and 
safety of the occupants in a designated 
floor plain.
September 5, 2025
September 12, 2025

Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
September 9, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
West Brookfield Town Hall, to act on 
an application for a Special Permit, for 
Ronald Sicotte, for the property located 
at 79 Lake View Ave., West Brookfield.  
The applicant wishes to build a host.  
A special permit is required as per 
section(s) -4.2 Nonconforming dimen-
sional requirements (a) (et al).
August 29, 2025
September 5, 2025

Notice of Public Hearing– 
Planning Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday 

September 16, 2025 in McCourt So-
cial Hall of Memorial Town Hall, , 157 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, and the 
hearing will be conducted in person 
and remotely on the following items 
starting at 6:00 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard:
Special Permit – Applicant/ Owner: 
Lussier Enterprises, LLC; Location: 
37 Marble Road; Spencer Asses-
sor’s Map R14-6-1. The applicant 
is requesting a Special Permit un-
der 5.3.10 (Rear lot subdivision) of 
the Spencer Zoning Bylaw in order 
to establish a rear lot subdivision, 
creating a separate building lot. The 
property is located within the Rural 
Residential zoning district.
August 29, 2025
September 5, 2025

The North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing 
meeting on Monday Oct 6, 2025, at 
6:00pm at the Senior Center, 29 Forest 
St., North Brookfield, MA. Kenneth 
Hodge 49 Shore Road is request-
ing a Special permit as prescribed in 
section VI B 4 of the Zoning Bylaws 
for replacement of a garage. The pro-
posed garage replacement will not 
meet the front and side setbacks in the 
R30 zone. The Special Permit is for 
expansion of a nonconforming struc-
ture. A copy of the application is avail-
able at the Town Clerk’s Office at 215 
North Main St, North Brookfield, MA.
September 5, 2025
September 12, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 40 School Street, 
Spencer, MA 01562
 	 By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained in 
a certain mortgage given by Ralph 
Kirouac and Amy Kirouac to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Fairway 
Independent Mortgage Corporation, 
and now held by Lakeview Loan 
Servicing, LLC, said mortgage dated 
September 11, 2019 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
61031, Page 66, as affected by a Loan 
Modification dated September 28, 
2021 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 66545, Page 176; 
as affected by a Loan Modification 
dated June 28, 2023 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
69482, Page 364; as affected by a 
Loan Modification dated May 16, 2024 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 70649, Page 3; said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 

as Mortgagee, as nominee for Fairway 
Independent Mortgage Corporation 
to Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC by 
assignment dated February 18, 2020 
and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 61991, Page 369; for 
breach of the conditions in said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction on October 9, 2025 at 12:00 
PM Local Time upon the premises, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit: 
Certain tracts or parcels of land with the 
buildings thereon, situated in Spencer, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, and 
with exception hereinafter mentioned, 
bounded and described as follows:  
The land in said Spencer, with the 
buildings thereon, situated on the east 
side of School Street, being a lot about 
one hundred and ten (110) feet wide 
on said street and one hundred and 
fifty-six and two-thirds (156 & 2/3) 
feet deep, and is the same premises 
that were conveyed to Treffle Lareau, 
Jr., by Clovis Duverger by Deed 
dated March 30, 1909, and record-
ed with Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds, Book 1903, Page 157.  
Also another tract of land, situated on 
the east side of said School Street, 
northerly of and adjoining the first 
described tract, being a lot about one 
hundred and sixty-five (165) feet wide 
on said street and one hundred and 
fifty-six and two-thirds (156 & 2/3) feet 
deep and is the same tract that was 
conveyed to Treffle Lareau, Jr. by Deed 
from Moses Nolan, dated August 18, 
1910, and recorded with said Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds, Book 3074, 
Page 135, with conditions to main-
tain fences as therein mentioned. 
Excepting and reserving, however, 
from said above descriptions a part of 
said described lands heretofore sold 
and conveyed by Granters to Francis 
John Madelle, sometimes called 
Francis J. Madelle, Jr. and Irene B. 
Madelle by Deed dated February 17, 
1951, recorded with Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds, Book 3319, Page 
163 and described as follows, to wit: 
The land in said Spencer on 
the easterly side of School Street 
and further described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the northwest 
corner of land now or formerly of 
Grantors at said School Street; 
THENCE Southeasterly one hundred 
and fifty-six and six tenths (156.6) feet 
by land of other owners to a point;  
THENCE Southerly, parallel or about 
parallel to said School Street, one hun-
dred and nineteen and seven-tenths 
(119.7) feet by land of other owners 
to land now or formerly of Grantors;  
THENCE Westerly one hundred and 
forty-eight and five tenths (148.5) feet 
by a line at right angles to said School 
Street and by other land now or former-

ly of Grantors to said School Street;  
THENCE Northerly one hundred and 
sixty-nine and eight -tenths (169.8) 
feet by said School Street to the point 
of beginning.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated September 11, 2019 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
61031, Page 63.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Lakeview Loan Servicing, 
LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
September 5, 2025
September 12, 2025
September 19, 2025

Notice of Public Hearing– 
Planning Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday 
September 16, 2025 in McCourt So-
cial Hall of Memorial Town Hall, , 157 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, and the 
hearing will be conducted in person 
and remotely on the following items 
starting at 6:00 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard:
Public Hearing: Scenic Road –– As 
required by MGL Ch. 40, Sec. 15C of 
the General Laws of Massachusetts, 
a public hearing will be held related 
to tree work associated with tree re-
moval on William Casey Road (from 
intersection with Jolicoeur Rd.) The 
applicant is Brande Tarantino with 
the National Grid Forestry Division, 
and the work is located within the 
Rural Residential zoning district 
and on designated Scenic Roads.
August 29, 2025
September 5, 2025

LEGALS

DPHS project that now 
has a new traffic pattern. 
Our School Resource 
Officer [Todd LaPorte] 
has been assisting with 
the traffic in the morn-
ings, as well as release 
time, making suggestions 
on how the process can 
be streamlined,” Befford 
told the New Leader.

SPD members, like the 
rest of  the school commu-
nity, are in the process of  
learning the new DPHS 
building and the recently 
renovated grounds.

“Department members 
are working to familiarize 
themselves with the new 
portion of  the school to 
ensure the best response, 
if  the need ever arrives,” 
Befford added.

Drivers are urged to 
exercise caution and 
patience throughout the 
year while navigating the 
DPHS campus, as con-
struction equipment and 
personnel will be sharing 
the site with buses and 
other vehicles. School 
and police officials will 
update the community on 
any potential traffic con-
trol changes as the year 
moves along.

“As the new school year 
begins, the Spencer Police 
Department would like to 
wish all students, fami-
lies, and staff  a safe and 
successful start,” read 
the statement released 
by the SPD. “Our School 
Resource Officer, Todd 
LaPorte, is ready to wel-
come everyone back and 
continue working to keep 
our schools safe.”

Drivers are also 
reminded to focus on 
crosswalk safety around 
area schools. You must 
yield to pedestrians in 
crosswalks. 

Additionally, students 
are urged to always use 
marked crosswalks and 
look both ways before 
stepping into the road. 
Never cross the street 
unless you are in a des-
ignated crosswalk. 
Moreover, even when you 
are in a crosswalk, make 
sure traffic in both direc-
tions has stopped for you 
before proceeding into 
the roadway.

Meanwhile, parents 
and visitors are asked to 
be mindful of  all park-
ing and traffic control 
requirements on school-
grounds, especially at the 
Prouty site under con-
struction.

“Please follow posted 
parking and traffic rules 
around school buildings. 
Improper parking or stop-
ping in restricted areas 
creates dangerous situa-
tions for kids,” the SPD-
issued statement read. 
“Officer LaPorte is here 
to support students, fami-
lies, and staff  throughout 
the year. Let’s all do our 
part to make this a safe, 
positive, and successful 
school year in Spencer.”

For questions about 
traffic control regula-
tions, please contact 
the Spencer Police 
Department or an admin-
istrator at your child’s 
school.

If  you are unsure about 
a traffic control policy at 
the Prouty site, school 
officials and police per-
sonnel are eager to help.

“Officers are patrolling 
the school zones, enforc-
ing traffic violations, and 
monitoring the safety of  
the students who walk to 
and from school,” Befford 
said.

CAUTION
continued from page  A1

raffle tickets during the 
event (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).

Art as inspiration

As a triplet, Sukharev 
has always relied on 
a strong family sup-
port system. Facing no 
shortage of  adversities 
in recent years, she has 
drawn inspiration from 
her family and her pas-
sion for creativity.

“Art has been really 
important to me, espe-

cially because I’ve had 
some health challenges,” 
Sukharev shared with 
the New Leader. “In 2022, 
I needed neurosurgery, 
and I had to take time 
off  from school. Recovery 
was tough, but I was able 
to graduate with my sib-
lings. No matter what was 
going on, art was always 
the thing that helped me 
get through.”

Sukharev is currently 
working on an array of  
projects, including com-
missions and prints. She 
even produced a wedding 
project featuring 20 small 
painted pieces that were 

displayed at the recep-
tion. 

“It’s been exciting to 
see people enjoy my work 
in different ways, and I’m 
looking forward to seeing 
where it goes from here,” 
Sukharev said.

Bike House Brewery 
is located at 31 East 
Brookfield Rd. in North 
Brookfield.

Established in 2006, 
the Friends of  the North 
Brookfield Town House is 
a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to restoring the 
beloved landmark.

“At the heart of  
North Brookfield, 

Massachusetts, stands 
the iconic Town House—a 
symbol of  our rich histo-
ry and a beacon of  our 
community’s future,” 
read a statement posted 
to the Friends’ Web site.

Vendors are welcome 
to participate in the 
Family Fun Fest ($50 reg-
istration fee per vendor). 
Meanwhile, community 
donations are welcome 
to assist ongoing resto-
ration efforts.

To learn more about 
how you can support the 
effort, visit www.nbtown-
house.com.

NADIA
continued from page  A1

sure to be the highlight of  
the auction.

We are offering some 
film props and cloth-
ing in a one collector 
Laurel and Hardy mem-
orabilia online auc-

tion that is currently 
running. The online 
Pennsylvania transpor-
tation museum auction 
ends on September 9th. 
A one collector Civil 
War memorabilia auc-
tion will be online next 
month. Future auctions 
will include gold jewelry, 
sterling silver, art, and 

advertising signs, along 
with a wide variety of  
other items from multi-
ple estates. We are always 
accepting valuable piec-
es and collections for 
upcoming sales. Please 
visit our website https://
centralmassauctions.com 
for links to upcoming 
events. 

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com 
or (508-612-6111).

ANTIQUES
continued from page  A6

DUDLEY —  Tri-Valley, Inc., an Aging Services 
Access Point (ASAP) serving the southern Worcester 
County area, is partnering with SilverShield, a lead-
ing scam prevention organization, to host a commu-
nity focus group dedicated to helping older adults 
and caregivers recognize and fight scams using a new 
scam detection service.

The focus group will take place on Thursday, Sept. 
25 at Tri-Valley, Inc., 10 Mill St., Dudley, with two avail-
able sessions: 10:30-11:30 a.m. and 1-2 p.m.

Participants will have the opportunity to test a new 
anti-scam tool developed by SilverShield, which is 
designed for use via text and email, no app required. In 
addition, participants will share their experiences and 
offer feedback related to this new service.

To thank attendees for their participation, all focus 
group participants will receive:

A free lunch

A free one-year subscription to the SilverShield 
Scam Detector service

Entry into a gift card raffle, with the first four 
attendees of  each focus group to check in receiving an 
additional raffle ticket

This event is open to the public and aims to bring 
community members together to help shape tools that 
empower individuals to better detect and respond to 
fraudulent activity.

“Scams are becoming increasingly sophisticated and 
harder to spot,” said Joe Vaudreuil of  Tri-Valley, Inc. 
“We’re excited to partner with SilverShield to equip 
our community with the tools and knowledge they 
need to stay protected and informed. We’re thrilled to 
offer this opportunity to older adults and caregivers in 
our community to have their voices heard.”

To sign up for a focus group, participants can regis-
ter directly at https://forms.gle/eLXiRfcz6UCDrnVz9.

Community invited to join focus 
group to help fight scams
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Leicester Police Log  
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21
6:50 a.m.: animal complaint (Rawson 

Street), referred; 9:04 a.m.: assist citizen 
(Burncoat Street); 9:11 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), transported; 9:19 a.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
10:07 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 10:27 a.m.: mv stop (Bond 
Street), spoken to; 10:34 a.m.: mv stop 
(Bond Street), verbal warning; 10:40 
a.m.: mv stop (Bond Street), verbal 
warning; 11:11 a.m.: mv stop (Auburn 
Street), written warning; 11:20 a.m.: 
mv stop (Auburn Street), verbal warn-
ing; 11:32 a.m.: arrest warrant service 
(Main Street), Sergio Perez, 34, 747 
Main Street, Leicester, failure to appear 
upon recognizance, arrest; 11:57 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 12:07 
p.m.: parking complaint (Green Street), 
services rendered; 12:14 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 1:54 p.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), verbal warning; 4:47 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Burncoat 
Street), report taken; 5:21 p.m.: welfare 
check (Main Street), assisted; 6:10 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Soojians Drive); 6:51 p.m.: 
suspicious person (Bottomly Avenue), 
unable to locate; 6:56 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 8:07 p.m.: disabled mv (Charles 
Street), services rendered; 8:21 p.m.: 
disturbance (Stafford Street), spoken 
to; 8:54 p.m.: erratic operator (Stafford 
Street), resolved; 8:59 p.m.: suspicious 
activity (Memorial School Drive), 
spoken to; 11:38 p.m.: family problem 
(Stafford Street), resolved.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 22
12:17 a.m.: family problem (Stafford 

Street), spoken to; 12:46 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 12:56 
a.m.: assist citizen (Stafford Street), call 
canceled; 1:00 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, number plate violation 
to conceal ID, uninsured mv, unreg-
istered mv, speeding, criminal appli-
cation issued; 3:48 p.m.: ambulance 
(Fourth Avenue, Spencer), transported; 
7:53 a.m.: suspicious activity (Soojians 
Drive), services rendered; 8:24 a.m.: 
shoplifting (Soojians Drive), Brandon 
M. Beauchene, 33, 227 Harrington 
Street, East Brookfield, larceny under 
$1200 by single scheme, shoplifting by 
asportation/3rd offense, arrest; 8:35 
a.m.: vandalism (Redfield Road), report 
taken; 10:26 a.m.: ambulance (Valley 
Street, Spencer), transported; 1:53 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 2:00 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 2:01 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 2:04 
p.m.: mv stop (Massasoit Drive), ver-
bal warning; 2:19 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 3:16 p.m.: 
disturbance (Main Street), spoken to; 
4:27 p.m.: animal complaint (Soojians 
Drive), referred; 4:43 p.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), written warning; 5:38 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 5:53 p.m.: disabled mv (Peter 
Salem Road), services rendered; 6:14 
p.m.: mv stop (Franklin Street), verbal 
warning; 6:46 p.m.: welfare check (Craig 
Street), assisted; 7:45 p.m.: summons 
service (South Main Street), served; 
8:26 p.m.: suspicious mv (Waite Street), 
resolved; 11:36 p.m.: disturbance (Deer 
Pond Drive), resolved.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23
1:05 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 2:14 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 6:22 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 7:59 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken 
to; 8:04 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 8:29 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Hyland Avenue), report taken; 
8:49 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:03 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 9:13 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
9:22 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:32 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 10:04 a.m.: mv  
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 10:36 
a.m.: suspicious activity (Main Street), 
investigated; 1:21 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:26 p.m.: 
ambulance (Salem Square, Worcester), 
transported; 5:01 p.m.: hit/run accident 
(Soojians Drive), report taken; 5:03 
p.m.: assist citizen (Soojians Drive); 
5:04 p.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 
verbal warning; 5:25 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Worcester), transport-
ed; 6:24 p.m.: ambulance (Nanigain 
Road, Paxton), transported; 7:12 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
7:45 p.m.: ambulance (Stafford Street), 
transported; 9:35 p.m.: erratic opera-
tor (Ferncroft Road), spoken to; 10:36 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 11:12 p.m.: 
investigation (location not noted on 
police log), report taken.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24
8:09 a.m.: ambulance (Dewey Street, 

Worcester), transported; 9:34 a.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
written warning; 9:44 a.m.: welfare 
check (Paxton Street), services ren-
dered; 10:40 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 11:35 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
12:54 p.m.: ambulance (May Street, 
Worcester), transported; 1:05 p.m.: 
fraud (Soojians Drive), report taken; 
1:49 p.m.: disabled mv (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), services ren-
dered; 6:27 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Stafford Street), referred; 7:51 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 7:59 

p.m.: animal complaint (Main Street), 
referred.

MONDAY, AUGUST 25
12:28 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-

tion issued; 1:44 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 7:48 a.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
8:20 a.m.: residential alarm (Stafford 
Street), false alarm; 9:27 a.m.: welfare 
check (Pine Street), assisted; 12:21 
p.m.: summons service (Main Street), 
unable to serve; 2:22 p.m.: ambulance 
(Chapel Street), transported; 3:37 p.m.: 
accident (Main Street), report taken; 
5:45 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 6:37 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Laurelwood Avenue), 
unable to serve; 7:14 p.m.: assist other 
PD (Stafford Street), services rendered; 
8:11 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 9:13 p.m.: suspicious vehicle 
(Virginia Drive), unable to locate; 10:25 
p.m.: erratic operator (Soojians Drive), 
spoken to.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26
12:03 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

name and address redacted from 
police log, unlicensed operation, tire 
tread depth violation, number plate 
violation, criminal application issued; 
7:39 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 7:47 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 7:54 a.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, op 
w/suspended license, criminal appli-
cation issued; 8:29 a.m.; mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 8:45 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 9:14 
a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:21 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 9:33 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:47 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 10:00 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 10:17 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
10:25 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 10:26 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 10:36 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 10:41 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 10:44 a.m.: mv 
stop (River Street), verbal warning; 
10:48 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Pleasant 
Street), unable to locate; 11:05 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 11:11 a.m.: ambulance (Stafford 
Street), transported; 11:37 a.m.: mv stop 
(Marshall Street), verbal warning; 11:44 
a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), ver-
bal warning; 11:48 a.m.: erratic opera-
tor (Pleasant Street), spoken to; 11:50 
a.m.: mv stop (Marshall Street), verbal 
warning; 12:14 p.m.: accident (Pleasant 
Street), report taken; 12:51 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
12:55 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 12:57 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 1:01 
p.mm.: disabled mv (McNeil Highway), 
assisted; 1:07 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 1:12 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
1:24 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
spoken to; 1:26 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:35 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
1:38 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 1:44 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:52 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 2:31 
p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), spoken 
to; 2:35 p.m.: erratic operator (Main 
Street), gone on arrival; 2:38 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 2:47 
p.m.: hit/run accident (Paxton Street), 
report taken; 7:49 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Stafford Street), unable to locate; 8:39 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27
1:09 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 1:42 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 6:49 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), written warn-
ing; 7:20 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 
verbal warning; 7:25 a.m.: mv stop 
(Paxton Street), written warning; 7:37 
a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), spoken 
to; 7:39 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 
written warning; 7:50 a.m.: mv stop 
(Paxton Street), spoken to; 8:04 a.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), citation issued; 
8:19 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), writ-
ten warning; 8:39 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton 
Street), written warning; 10:11 a.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
12:12 p.m.: ambulance (Edward Street), 
transported; 12:37 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 12:47 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), spoken to; 1:11 p.m.: 
mv stop (South Main Street), spoken 
to; 1:24 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
spoken to; 1:30 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), citation issued; 1:46 p.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), spoken to; 
1:50 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken 
to; 2:21 p.m.: welfare check (McNeil 
Highway), assisted; 2:48 p.m.: debris 
in road (Lakeview Drive), no action 
required; 3:00 p.m.: accident (Pleasant 
Street), report taken; 3:48 p.m.: mv stop 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), ver-
bal warning; 4:02 p.m.: mv stop (River 
Street), verbal warning; 4:10 p.m.: mv 
stop (River Street), verbal warning; 4:25 
p.m.: mv stop (River Street), verbal 
warning; 4:33 p.m.: disabled mv (Pine 
Street), services rendered; 4:44 p.m.: 
mv stop (Charles Street), spoken to; 4:51 
p.m.: family problem (Pleasant Street), 
report taken; 7:18 p.m.: investigation 
(Bourne Street, Worcester), report 
taken; 9:58 p.m.: welfare check (South 
Main Street), assisted.

Spencer Police Log
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20
1:03 a.m.: officer wanted (Maple 

Street), Joseph Aaron Tremblay, 28, 97 
Maple Street, Spencer, warrant, arrest; 
8:01 a.m.: mv complaint (G.H. Wilson 
Road), spoken to; 9:39 a.m.: medical/
general (South Spencer Road); 9:47 
a.m.: officer wanted (Wire Village 
Road), poss. restraining order viola-
tion; 11:18 a.m.: disturbance (Howe 
Village), neighbor issues; 11:43 a.m.: 
medical/general (West Main Street); 
1:02 p.m.: medical/general (Charlton 
Road); 1:30 p.m.: fire alarm (Cherry 
Street), referred; 1:39 a.m.: officer want-
ed (Church Street), Matthew D. Hunt, 
40, 8 School Street, Spencer, distribu-
tion Class B drug, possession Class 
B drug, conspiracy to violate drug 
laws, arrest; Joseph L. Kryger III, 52, 
15 Earley Street, Spencer, possession 
Class B drug, conspiracy to violate drug 
laws, arrest; 2:07 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(West Main Street), re: visitation; 2:32 
p.m.: medical/general (Bixby Road); 
3:08 p.m.: disturbance (Howe Village), 
neighbor issues; 3:40 p.m.: mutual 
aid (North Spencer Road), Paxton PD 
advises erratic operator; 4:07 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Lake Street); 4:12 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Chestnut Street), c/o 
harassment; 4:47 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Main Street), neighbor dispute; 6:09 
p.m.: fire (Sherman Grove), referred; 
7:33 p.m.: DPW call (Oakland Drive), 
heard bang/lost power; 7:47 p.m.: 
disturbance (Cherry Street), noise 
complaint; 8:42 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Charlton Road), re: family issue; 9:14 
p.m.: fraud (Langevin Street), report 
taken; 9:35 p.m.: commercial alarm 
(Mechanic Street), services rendered; 
(total daily mv stops – 0).

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21
1:24-1:26 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:14 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Mechanic Street), services rendered; 
6:14 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (R. Jones 
Road), hang-up; 6:16 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 6:53 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Kingsbury Road), loose dog; 
7:02 a.m.: intelligence/criminal (West 
Main Street), info taken; 7:14 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
8:17 a.m.: medical/general (Chestnut 
Street); 8:44 a.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Rustic Lane), no contact; 9:10 a.m.: 
restraining order service (West Main 
Street); 11:29 a.m.: missing person/adult 
(Lincoln Street), services rendered; 
12:02 p.m.: officer wanted (Chickering 
Road), spoken to; 12:26 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Meadow Road), investigat-
ed; 1:16 p.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 1:26 p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), services rendered; 2:46 p.m.: 
accident (Maple Street), report taken; 
2:50 p.m.: mv lockout (Main Street), 
assisted; 3:02 p.m.: animal complaint 
(West Main Street), found kitten; 3:15 
p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln Street); 
4:16 p.m.: hit/run accident (West Main 
Street), report taken; 4:43 p.m.: mv lock-
out (West Main Street), assisted; 5:55 
p.m.: animal complaint (West Main 
Street), groundhog under shed; 6:14 
p.m.: disturbance (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 6:31 p.m.: fraud (West 
Main Street), report taken; 9:19 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 9:27 p.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), assist w/accident; 
(total daily mv stops – 2).

FRIDAY, AUGUST 22
12:49 a.m.: suspicious mv (Mechanic 

Street), investigated; 1:38 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Sunset Lane), rep. cyber-
crime; 1:43-2:33 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 3:34 a.m.: medical/general 
(Fourth Avenue); 3:35 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 4:23 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Howe Village); 6:22 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Meadow Road), rep. 
dog bite; 6:26 a.m.: medical/general 
(Northwest Road); 6:46 a.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 6:51 p.m.: 
FID card issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 6:59 a.m.: assault (Franklin 
Street), report taken; 7:32 a.m.: stolen 
property (Valley Street), rep. iPhone 
stolen; 7:46 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Main Street), false alarm; 8:35 a.m.: 
medical/general (Hebert Road); 9:07 
a.m.: 911 call (Maple Street), acciden-
tal; 9:09 a.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 10:13 a.m.: officer wanted (Bell 
Street), req. welfare check/employee; 
10:22 a.m.: medical/general (Valley 
Street); 10:37 a.m.: mv lockout (Condon 
Drive), assisted; 10:41 a.m.: mv lockout 
(Meadow Road), assisted; 11:00 a.m.: 
animal complaint (McCormick Road), 
rep. attack/dog-on-dog; 11:27 a.m.: 
restraining order service (Franklin 
Street); 11:47 a.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), Gardner PD req. wel-
fare check; 12:02 p.m.: identity theft 
(Bond Street), report taken; 12:26 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Maple Street), 
services rendered; 12:28 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Meadow Road), c/o dog 
barking; 1:03 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Chestnut Street); 4:11 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Main Street), rep. item fell 
from mv; 4:51 p.m.: accident (Greenville 
Street), report taken; 5:13 p.m.: lost/
found (Main Street), wallet found; 6:37 
p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), open 
line; 10:06 p.m.: missing person/juve-
nile (Pleasant Street), family issue; 
10:34 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
11:12 p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), 
c/o mv speeding; 11:13 p.m.: accident 
(Paxton Road), report taken; 11:41 
p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Ash Street), 
hang-up; 11:47 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 

(Salem Street), hang-up; (total daily mv 
stops – 1).

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23
3:57 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 

Street), re: mental health issue; 6:38 
a.m.: larceny (West Main Street), report 
taken; 6:50 a.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 10:43 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Valley Street); 12:00 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), response not noted 
on police log; 12:02 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Main Street); 12:56 p.m.: distur-
bance (Pope Street), neighbor req. wel-
fare check; 1:20 p.m.: medical/general 
(Clark Road); 1:32 p.m.: fire (Browning 
Pond Road), referred; 1:32 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 2:28 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), rep. 
harassing phone calls; 3:06 p.m.: fire/
woods/grass (Langevin Street), ille-
gal burn; 4:27 p.m.: fire alarm (Willow 
Lane), referred; 4:29 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), rep. medical issue; 5:15 
p.m.: officer wanted (Highland Street), 
c/o presence of  trailer; 6:13 p.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), assist 
Paxton PD w/accident; 6:28 p.m.: ille-
gal dumping (Browning Pond Road), 
recliner left on roadside; 6:37 p.m.: 
911 call (Church Street), resolved; 7:28 
p.m.: 911 call (Chestnut Street), req. 
ambulance/unavailable; 7:45 p.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Main Street), services 
rendered; 8:04 p.m.: mv fire (Condon 
Drive), referred; 8:06 p.m.: school alarm 
(Main Street), services rendered; 8:18 
p.m.: officer wanted (Cherry Street), 
spoken to; 8:40 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Charlton Road), erratic operator; 8:46 
p.m.: officer wanted (Chickering Road), 
fireworks complaint; (total daily mv 
stops – 0).

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24
12:06-1:11 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:51 a.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), assist Charlton PD; 8:52 
a.m.: medical/general (Spring Street); 
9:50 a.m.: accident (West Main Street), 
report taken; 9:58 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Paxton Road), rep. gunshots; 10:24 a.m.: 
medical/general (Hastings Road); 10:32 
a.m.: mv complaint (Paxton Road), c/o 
mv speeding; 10:36 a.m.: parking com-
plaint (West Main Street), mv in fire 
lane; 11:37 a.m.: officer wanted (Wall 
Street), rep. pkg. left at bldg.; 1:18 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Main Street), spoken to; 
1:55 p.m.: accident (McDonald Street), 
report taken; 9:14 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Valley Street); 10:11 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Bixby Road), spoken to; 10:32 
p.m.: building checked, secure; 11:10 
p.m.: commercial alarm (Main Street), 
services rendered; 11:14 p.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 11:54 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), re: mental health issue; 
(total daily mv stops – 1).

MONDAY, AUGUST 25
12:28-2:52 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 7:44 a.m.: LTC issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 8:05 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Main Street); 9:04 a.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), West 
Brookfield PD bolo/welfare check; 
10:07 a.m.: accident (North Brookfield 
Road), report taken; 10:36 a.m.: suspi-
cious persons (Oakland Drive), inves-
tigated; 11:46 a.m.: medical/general 
(Smithville Road); 12:10 p.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 1:20 p.m.: 
larceny (Main Street), report taken; 
3:02 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), re: text rec’d; 3:33 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Bixby Road); 4:09 
p.m.: citizen complaint (Lambs Grove), 
c/o neighbor cutting trees; 4:26 p.m.: 911 
call (West Main Street), open line; 4:47 
p.m.: 911 call (Paxton Road), hang-up; 
5:01 p.m.: officer wanted (Nottingham 
Circle), c/o harassing texts; 5:35 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Mechanic Street), c/o 
mv speeding; 5:46 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Main Street); 5:54 p.m.: fire alarm 
(East Charlton Road), referred; 7:53 
p.m.: medical/general (Blueberry Hill 
Road); 8:51 p.m.: disturbance (Lincoln 
Street), neighbor issue; 11:37 p.m.: 911 
call (Howe Village), req. officers; (total 
daily mv stops – 2).

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26
12:05-3:08 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:11 a.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), assist State Police; 2:44 a.m.: 911 
call (Cherry Street), no response noted 
on police log; 7:20 a.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 8:17 a.m.: 
fire alarm (Mechanic Street), referred; 
8:29 a.m.: accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 8:31 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Charlton Road), loose dog; 9:08 a.m.: 
sex offender registration (West Main 
Street), assisted; 9:47 a.m.: mv com-
plaint (Main Street), rep. road rage/
Route 9; 10:19 a.m.: medical/general 
(Bixby Road); 10:32 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Smithville Road), loose cows; 
11:29 a.m.: officer wanted (Irving 
Street), rep. sale of  multiple revolvers/
pistols; 12:28 p.m.: fire alarm (Main 
Street), referred; 12:53 p.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 1:25 p.m.: 
medical/general (Maple Street); 4:06 
p.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
4:12 p.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), 
investigated; 5:19 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(Paxton Road), kids/bikes in roadway; 
6:43 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 6:52 p.m.: juvenile 
matter (Greenville Street), services 
rendered; 8:50 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Chestnut Street); 8:58 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Charlton Road), mv has not 
been returned; 8:58 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Howe Village), req. property check; 
(total daily mv stops – 10).

POLICE REPORTS
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

INVENTORY DOWN, 
LISTINGS WANTED

NOW IS  A GREAT TIME TO SELL!!!
CALL ME FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS
Ask about the Homes for Heroes Reward 

and See if Your Community Service 
Qualifies for an Award

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

GET TO KNOW YOUR REALTORS

128 Old Southbridge Rd $875,000

2 Victor Ave
$455,000

31 Prescott Lane
$475,000

DUDLEY- NEW COLONIAL ON 7 ACRES

$50,000 PRICE 

REDUCTION

* 24’ Great Room 
* Privacy

*Enjoy a Wooded 
Natural Setting 
*3 Bedrooms 

*2.5 Baths
 *Upgrades include 
Corian  Counters 
* 8’ Center Island  
*Energy Efficient 
Heating System
*Includes 2nd 
Buildable Lot 

*Sided * Solar
*2 Car Garage
*4 Heat Pumps

*3 Baths 
 “Like New” Property

 * 1 Acre

8 New Spencer Road $769,000

*New Well * 
Ranch Style Home 
with Media Room

*2.5 Baths 
*1864 sq. ft. 

*Outbuilding with 
Private Driveway
*Perfect for Your 
Office or Business

CHARLTON- PRIVATE COMPOUND 
WITH INGROUND POOL

LEICESTER- 
RANCH

ORANGE- 
1600 SQ. F.T SPLIT

Maria (Sun) Reed 
508-873-9254

Spencer Resident for 30 Years
A Senior Reseidential Specialist 

Licensed 38 Years
Service Areas: Leicester, Worcester, 

Spencer, Oxford, Auburn 

Bob Berk 
508-367-9226

Charlton Resident for 25 Years
Realtor, Educator

Service Areas: 
Charlton, Oxford, Sturbridge, 

Leicester, Southbridge

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HAR-
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built 
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,075,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT! jUST 
SIMPLY AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTU-
NITY! OVER 31,000 SQ FT OF LAND! 
Summer Cottage on 9482 SF of land.
Commanding view, breathtaking Western 
Sunsets + 5 Waterfront Lots across the 
street, on  4 of the 5 possibly buildable. 
assisted sale $1,199,900

Webster Lake Waterfront Lots
Bates Point Rd 

In Beautiful, Calm, Winter Cove
Lot# 1003R   Natural Level Shore line  

3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
 Lot# 1004R  Natural Level Shore Line

5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000  SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1005R   Natural Level Shore line  

7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000  SORRY SOLD!

Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready.
Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining 
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great 
Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. 
Hardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath, 

kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator. 
Morton Barn Style Garage  .39 acre

$435,000

WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLE RD  

SORRY, SOLD! 

SORRY, SOLD!

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, 
Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes be-
ing built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic Tile Floors in the 
Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr, Dou-
ble-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough plumbed 
Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

Featured Listing 
WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cot-
tage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean 

& Well Maintained, Modern 
Conveniences w/the Charm of 
Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood 
Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet 
Stove, Wrap-Around Screened 
Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full 
Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or 
Off-Season Water Use! 14,300 
SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of 
Shoreline.                    $595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

 

100+/- feet of Pris-
tine, Sandy Shoreline! 
Boasting 6 Large 
rooms, 2 Baths, 3 
Bedrooms, Garage. 
All on a Private road

$1,000,000

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!    

15 CEDAR POINT RD  

“Off Season Rental”
October 1st-May 15th

4 Bedroom,
 2 Bath,

 2 Car Garage 
$3500/month

WEBSTER LAKE- 
WEST POINT 

ROAD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Listing 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT -

 31 BAYVIEW!!

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full 
baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 Acres! Sandy Waterfront! The 
home is full of Natural SunLight! Mature landscaping of seasonal plants/shrubs & 
yummy raspberries! Acres of untouched Forest across the street. Located on a low 
traffic, private dirt road! Only a handful of homes!   $1,100,000
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CHARLTON —    Agawam South 
Rehabilitation is proud to announce 

the promotion of  Isabella Boateng, RN, 
to the position of  Assistant Director of  
Nursing & Infection Control Nurse. In 
her new role, Boateng will help lead the 
facility’s nursing department, ensuring 
the continued delivery of  high-quality, 
patient-centered care.

Boateng will be responsible for over-
seeing daily nursing operations, super-
vising and mentoring nursing staff, 
and leading the facility’s vital infection 
prevention and control initiatives. She 
will collaborate with interdisciplinary 
teams to develop and implement com-
prehensive care plans, serving as a key 
liaison between administration, health-
care providers, residents, and their fam-
ilies.

“Isabella is a natural leader whose 
dedication to patient-centered care is 
evident in everything she does,” said 
Dr. Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN 
Ed, RN, CRRN, Academy Director at 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy, 
where Boateng graduated from with a 
Certificate in Practical Nursing in 2021. 
“Her clinical expertise, calm demean-
or under pres-
sure, and compas-
sionate approach 
have made her an 
invaluable asset. 
I am thrilled to 
see her step into 
this leadership 
role and confident 
she will excel in 
advancing the 
mission of  care 
at Agawam South 
Rehab.”

B o a t e n g ’ s 

journey to this leadership position 
is marked by continuous profession-
al growth. She recently earned her 
Associate of  Science in Nursing from 
Capital Community College and became 
a Registered Nurse in June 2025. Her 
career includes valuable experience as 
a Clinical Nurse Liaison with Stern 
Consultants, where she honed her skills 
in care coordination and patient advo-
cacy, and as a Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) with Genie Healthcare. 

Boateng shared her excitement and 
feelings of  being honored for the oppor-
tunity with Dr. Bolandrina, who rec-
ognized Boateng’s focus on providing 
compassionate, high-quality care and 
advocating for patients even as a PN 
student. Boateng looks forward to sup-
porting Agawam South Rehab’s excep-
tional nursing team and contributing to 
their continued success in serving the 
community.

With a strong foundation in geriatric 
treatment, dementia care, and regulato-
ry compliance, Boateng brings a wealth 
of  knowledge and a resourceful, ener- getic approach to her new role. Her pro-

motion reflects Agawam South Rehab’s 
commitment to recognizing and foster-
ing talent from within its community.

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

PICK 
YOUR 
OWN

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

FALL IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check out our
New Summer Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
9/5   Jonny Taylor

9/7   Evan CouTurE

9/12 SEan FullErTon

9/14 Jonny Taylor

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

www.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Fall
Is it time to 

Fall
in love 
with your 
next home?
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F I R S T  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C H U R C H
O F  P A X T O N

A DAY FOR FAMILIES AND FAITH

Join us Sunday, September 7  at 10am for th

worship and Sunday school for the kids!

Let’s grow together in faith and community!
 All are welcome — bring your loved ones and neighbors!

Pot luck luncheon immediately following 

10 
AM

1 Church Street, Paxton, MA - 508 756 2818 - paxtonucc.org - churchoffice@fccpaxton.org 

Agawam South Rehab promotes Bay Path 
alum to Assistant Director of Nursing

Isabella Boateng
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