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If you’re explaining, 
you’re losing. 

So we won’t explain.

Woodstock PREP Basketball Camp a huge success

Interact Club helping TEEG

Air Line State Park Trail receiving $40 million 
for multi-year improvement project

Killingly Town Council 
appoints Brong to fill vacancy

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — The 
Killingly Town Council 
appointed its newest mem-
ber on June 14, filling a 
vacancy left by the passing 
of John Labelle in April.

Jared Brong, a Democrat, 
was interviewed by the 
Town Council on July 7, and 
the Council approved his 
appointment a week later, 
swearing him in immediate-
ly following the unanimous 
vote.

During his interview, 
Brong explained that he 
grew up in Putnam and 
attended school in Killingly. 
After graduating, he served 
in the Army National Guard 
and attended Quinebaug 
Valley Community College, 
today known as Connecticut 
State Community College: 
Quinebaug Valley. Since 
moving his family to 
Killingly, Brong has shown 
a growing interest in local 
issues becoming a consis-
tent presence at town meet-
ings.

“I’ve been paying a lot 
more attention to every-
thing that’s been happening 
this year,” Brong told the 
Council on July 7. “There’s 
been a lot of things making 
the local news, so I started 
coming to more meetings 
and just paying more atten-
tion. I’ve always considered 
public service in a way to 
utilize my skill set to help 
people and make the place 

that I live better.”
Brong said he believes the 

point of public service is 
to “do right by the people” 
which was reflected in his 
answers to interview ques-
tions, especially regarding 
his willingness to listen to 
the citizens on town issues.

Those responses 
impressed members of 
both parties on the Council. 
During the Town Council's 
July 14 meeting where 
Brong’s appointment was 
confirmed, Republican Ulla 
Tiik-Barclay said she felt 
Brong would be a good fit 
for the Council.

“I thought Jared answered 
my questions very well, 
especially being on the 
spot,” she said. “They 
were very thought out and 
well-articulated. I think he 
did a good job. I think he’ll 
be an asset to the Council.”

Democrat Tony 
Giambattista also compli-
mented Brong on his inter-
view performance and com-
mitment to local issues.

“He’s put in a lot of effort 
and has been to a lot of 
meetings. To take that step 
and be so dedicated, it’s a 
no-brainer for me,” he said.

Brong will fill the at-large 
seat until the next town elec-
tion in November of 2027. 
It’s the second vacancy 
filled this year following the 
resignation of Jim Rivers, 
who was eventually suc-
ceeded by Adam Reynolds.

PUTNAM — The 
Putnam Rotary Club’s 
Interact Club is once again 
collecting backpack and 
school supplies for TEEG. 
Donations can be dropped 
off the YMCA in Putnam 
until Aug. 13 or you can 

drop off the supplies direct-
ly to TEEG at 15 Thatcher 
St., N. Grosvenordale.

The Putnam Rotary 
Interact Club is a regional 
club for students 12 -18 
from the towns of Eastford, 
Pomfret, Woodstock, 

Putnam and Thompson. 
The focus is “Service 
Above Self.”

The Interact Club meets 
the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month from 
September through May. 
The first meeting for the 

2026-2027 year is at 6:30 
p.m. Sept. 8 at the Putnam 
Library at 200 School St.

For more information 
contact Rotarian Roberta 
Rocchetti - robertarocchet-
ti4@gmail.com or text 860-
933-8603.

Courtesy Photo

Interact co-presidents, Calleigh Levesque, left, and Mabel Perreault.

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Connecticut 
Gov. Ned Lamont has 
announced a significant 
federal funding investment 
in the Air Line State Park 
Trail, also known to many 
as simply the Connecticut 
Air Line Trail, a treasured 
piece of outdoor recreation 
which stretches fifty miles 
across Eastern Connecticut, 
including throughout the 
Quiet Corner.

Earlier this month, 
Lamont’s office announced 
the first installment of what 
is expected to be a five-year, 
$40 million federally funded 
investment that will work to 
increase the utilization of the 
trail which has long been 
a source of hiking, biking, 
horseback riding and other 
outdoor activities. The trail is 

also historically significant, 
previously serving as part of 
a straight-line throughway 
for trains connecting New 
York and Boston.

Funding for the project 
is provided through a mul-
tiyear federal Rural Health 
Transformation Program 
which was included in 
President Donald Trump’s 
“One Big Beautiful Bill Act.” 
Lamont made the announce-
ment in partnership with the 
Connecticut Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) and the Connecticut 
Department of Social 
Services (DSS), revealing 
the trail would receive $7.1 
million through the first year 
of the funding.

“Outdoor recreation 
opportunities are a big part 
of the high quality of life res-
idents enjoy in Connecticut,” 

Lamont said. “We know the 
strong connection between 
physical and mental health, 
and the Air Line Trail is a 
tremendous resource our res-
idents can utilize to unlock 
the health benefits of outdoor 
exercise. We appreciate this 
funding, which will help our 
residents better access this 
amazing trail.”

Other lawmakers from 
Hartford have also shared 
praise for the investment. 
State Sen. Jeff Gordon, who 
represents several Air Line 
Trail communities, posted 
his gratitude on social media.

“As a practicing physi-
cian and Co-Chair of the 
legislature’s bipartisan Rural 
Caucus, I know how import-
ant access to safe, free out-
door recreation is for the 
health of our communities. 
This funding will improve 

the trail with smoother 
surfaces, better drainage, 
improved signage, more 
accessible entry points, and 
more,” wrote Gordon. “Rural 
families deserve high-quality 
opportunities to stay active 
and healthy close to home, 
and this investment is a big 
step forward.”

As the Senator stated, the 
funds will prioritize making 
the trail more accessible as 
a source of outdoor recre-
ation to help promote healthy 
activities outside the home. 
CT DEEP is leading the 
charge, including hiring con-
tractors and performing site 
examinations and prepara-
tions. The initiative will pri-
oritize trail use assessments, 
clearing of vegetation and 
hazardous trees, outreach 
campaigns, and more.

WOODSTOCK — 
The inaugural Woodstock 
Academy PREP Basketball 
Drills and Skills Camp was 
a tremendous success, wel-
coming approximately 60 
boys and girls, ages six to 16, 
during its five-day session 
held at the South Campus 
gymnasium.

Campers traveled from 
communities throughout the 
region, including Pomfret, 
Eastford, Putnam, Webster, 
Killingly, Brooklyn, and 
several surrounding towns, 
to take part in the week of 
instruction, competition, and 
fun.

The camp was directed 
by Woodstock Academy 
Prep Head Basketball Coach 
Tom Espinosa, who were 
thrilled with the enthusiasm 
and effort displayed by the 
campers.

“It was a huge success,” 
Espinosa said. “The kids 
had a blast, but they also got 
better. It was a great group 
that was very competitive 
and extremely well behaved 
throughout the week.”

Campers were divided into 
two age groups: the Big East 
Division for younger play-
ers and the NBA Division 
for older players. Each day, 
coaches presented a Hustle 
Award and Player of the Day 
award to outstanding camp-
ers from each team.

During Friday’s closing 
ceremonies, several major 
awards were presented. These 
awards were decided by the 
coaches in each league. The 
Coaches award went to Levi 

Roy (Big East) and Sydney 
Anderson (NBA). The 
Hustle award was presented 
to Kellan Matulis (Big East) 
and Bishop Arnold (NBA).  
The biggest award was the 
leagues Players of the week. 
Bryce Proulx (Big East) and 
Bryce Espinosa (NBA) took 
home those awards.

Team competition was 
another highlight of the 
week. In the NBA Division, 
the Celtics, coached by 
Josh Scraba, captured the 
championship. In the Big 
East Division, Providence, 
coached by Martyn 
Polinchovic, claimed the 
title.

Campers also competed in 
several individual skill con-
tests throughout the week:

• Free Throw Champion
o NBA: Jaiden Robidoux
o Big East: Bryce Proulx
• Elbow Shooting 

Champion
o NBA: Bryce Espinosa
o Big East: Bryce Proulx

that provided high-level 
instruction throughout the 
week. Coaches included 
Courtney Stanger, a former 
NCAA Division I standout; 
Tommy Loynd, a former 
Boston College assistant 
coach; Max Shepel, who will 
be playing college basket-
ball; Mike Schmidt, a former 
Division I assistant coach; 
and Aaron Lorenzo, a former 
college basketball player.

Following the success of 
the first camp, Woodstock 
Academy will host another 
Woodstock Drills and Skills 
Basketball Camp from Aug. 
3-5, giving young play-
ers another opportunity to 
improve their skills before the 
upcoming basketball season.

• Hot Shot Champion
o NBA: Bryce Espinosa
o Big East: Kellan Matulis

• One-on-One Champion
o NBA: Bryce Espinosa
o Big East: Mason 

Andrzejewski
The camp featured an 

experienced coaching staff 



R A N D O L P H 
CENTER, Vt. — 
Vermont State 
University is pleased 
to announce that 
Tommy Blevins, of 

Brooklyn, is a mem-
ber of Vermont State 
University's Class 
of 2026.

Blevins earned a 
Associate of Arts 

in Woodworking & 
Furniture Design.

Congratulations 
to Tommy Blevins 
on this significant 
achievement!

Vermont State 
University provides 
a high-quality, flex-
ible, and afford-
able education for 
students seeking 
associate, bache-
lor's, and master's 
degrees, certificates, 
and in-demand 
professional cre-

dentials. The uni-
versity builds upon 
a history of public 
higher education 
in Vermont dat-
ing back to 1787. 
More information 
about Vermont 
State University 
can be found at: 
VermontState.edu.

NEWPORT, R.I. — The following students were 
named to the Dean's List during the spring 2026 
academic semester at Salve Regina University. To 
qualify for the Dean's List, students must earn a 
semester grade point average of 3.6 for full-time 
students completing at least 12 graded credits, or 
a semester grade point average of 3.8 for part-
time students completing at least six credits.

Ella Davis of Brooklyn
Ella Mandeville of Dayville
Kendall McCormack of Brooklyn
Gianna Ormstead of Dayville
Salve Regina University is a Catholic, coeduca-

tional institution of higher education founded by 
the Sisters of Mercy in 1947. It offers rigorous, 
innovative academic programming in the liberal 

arts tradition that prepares students to be global 
citizens and lifelong learners. More than 2,700 
students from around the world are enrolled in 
Salve's 60+ academic programs, which include 
bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees along 
with graduate certificates and combined bache-
lor's/master's programs. Every undergraduate stu-
dent engages in Salve Compass, a four-year expe-
rience that charts a personalized, values-based 
path connecting college to a successful, fulfilling 
career and life. The University is also home to 
the Pell Center for International Relations and 
Public Policy, a multi-disciplinary research center 
focused on the intersection of politics, policy and 
ideas. For more information visit salve.edu.

PUTNAM — 
The stage is set, 
the music is ready 

and now Claws & 
Applause: A Lip 
Sync Battle for 

Paws is officially 
calling on local 
performers, busi-

ness and commu-
nity members to 
join the show!

Taking place 
Friday, Aug. 28 at 
Montana Nights 
Axe Throwing in 
Putnam, this fund-
raising event will 
bring the commu-
nity together for 
an unforgettable 
night of over-the-
top lip sync per-
formances, outra-
geous costumes, 
audience voting 
and friendly com-
petition.

And right now, 
organizers are 
looking for per-
formers and spon-
sors ready to step 
into the spotlight!

I n d i v i d u a l s , 
groups, busi-
nesses, organiza-
tions and friends 
are invited to 

form a team, 
choose a song 
and put together 
a show-stopping 
lip sync perfor-
mance. Whether 
performers go for 
hilarious, dramat-
ic, glamorous or 
completely over-
the-top, no actu-
al singing talent 
is required, just 
creativity, enthu-
siasm and willing-
ness to have fun 
for a great cause! 
No professional 
experience neces-
sary. If you can 
commit to the bit, 
work a crowd and 
have fun, there is 
a place for you 
on the Claws & 
Applause stage!

“We want peo-
ple to come ready 
to laugh, cheer, 
compete and have 

an incredible night 
of fun, as we look 
to raise money 
to help shift our 
focus form con-
stant crisis man-
agement to pre-
vention and long-
term care for the 
cats in and beyond 
our shelter” says 
event organizer 
Jennifer Lowell. 
With more than 
400 cats current-
ly in care, includ-
ing those placed 
in foster homes, 
Paws Cat Shelter 
continues to 
face tremendous 
demand for res-
cue, rehabilitation 
and rehoming ser-
vices. The event 
aims to raise crit-
ical funding for a 
spay and neuter 
initiative to help 
address the cycle 

that contributes 
to overcrowded 
shelters in the first 
place.

Local business-
es and community 
partners are also 
invited to become 
part of the event 
through a vari-
ety of sponsor-
ship opportuni-
ties. Sponsorships 
range from $100 
– $2,000 and offer 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
for recognition 
through event sig-
nage, promotion-
al materials, VIP 
experiences, stage 
recognition and 
more. Sponsors 
can make a mean-
ingful communi-
ty impact while 
helping Paws 
Cat Shelter work 
toward a long-
term solution.

One Night. One 
Stage. All for the 
cats! Get involved 
today by forming 
a team, becoming 
a sponsor, pur-
chasing tickets, 
voting for your 
favorite perform-
ers or making a 
donation.

Paws Cat Shelter 
is dedicated to res-
cuing, rehabilitat-
ing and rehoming 
cats in need while 
promoting com-
passionate animal 
welfare through-
out the commu-
nity. Through the 
support of volun-
teers, donors and 
local advocates, 
the organization 
continues to pro-
vide lifesaving 
care and adoption 
opportunities for 
homeless cats.

A2 • 															               Villager NewspapersFriday, July 24, 2026

TO PLACE A BUSINESS AD:
Mikaela Victor
Retail Advertising
860-928-1818 ext. 313
mikaela@villagernewspapers.com
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
Kerri Peterson
860-928-1818, ext. 303
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 860-928-4215 
OR send to Villager, P.O. Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR: or PRESS 
RELEASE
E-MAIL: 
brendan@villagernewspapers.com
OR send to Villager, P.O. Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550

President and Publisher
Frank G. Chilinski 

Frank@salmonpress.news

Business Manager
Ryan Corneau 

860-928-1818 ext. 102
ryan@salmonpress.news

Operations Director
Jim DiNicola 

508-764-6102
jdinicola@stonebridgepress.com

Editor
Brendan Berube

860-928-1818 x 323
brendan@villagernewspapers.com

Production Manager
Julie Clarke 

860-928-1818, ext. 305 
julie@villagernewspapers.com

Villager Newspapers 
published by Stonebridge Press

The Putnam Villager (USPS 025-154) is published weekly by Stonebridge Press, 10A Beeches 
Ln, Woodstock Ct 06281. Periodical postage paid at Putnam, CT and additional mailing 
office(s). POSTMASTER: send address changes to Villager Newspapers c/o Stonebridge 
Press, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550.

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
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% APY*

% APY*

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL  EXP 31 MAR 2028  AECSPAD 29448895

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 07/16/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

4.00
4.10
4.15

6-Month

9-Month

1-Year

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

“Claws & Applause” launches
call for performers and sponsors

Salve Regina University 
announces Dean’s List

Vermont State congratulates 
Tommy Blevins on graduation

Quiet Corner 
Al-Anon group meets 

Wednesdays

Vermont State congratulates 
Isabel Porter for earning 

Dean’s List honors!

WOODSTOCK 
— An open Al-Anon 
meeting meets at 
the East Woodstock 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
Church every 
Wednesday from 
7:30-8:30 p.m.

The Quiet Corner 
Al-Anon Family 
Group is open to 
anyone affected by 
alcoholism, family 
or friend. Any enqui-
ries can be directed 
to 860-634-3271.

R A N D O L P H 
CENTER, Vt. — 
Vermont State 
University is 
pleased to recog-
nize Isabel Porter, 
of Putnam, for 
earning Dean’s List 
honors during the 
Spring 2026 semes-
ter.

This distinction 
celebrates academ-
ic excellence and is 
awarded to students 
who maintain full-
time enrollment 
while achieving 
a semester grade 
point average of 3.5 
or higher.

Vermont State 

University pro-
vides a high-qual-
ity, flexible, and 
affordable educa-
tion for students 
seeking associate, 
bachelor’s, and 
master’s degrees, 
certificates, and 
in-demand pro-
fessional creden-
tials. The univer-
sity builds upon a 
history of public 
higher education 
in Vermont dat-
ing back to 1787. 
More information 
about Vermont 
State University 
can be found at: 
VermontState.edu.



MEDFORD, Mass. — Tufts University 
recently announced the dean's list for 
the spring 2026 semester. Dean's list 
honors at Tufts University require a 
semester grade point average of 3.4 or 
greater. The following students were 
named to the dean's list:

Ben Gordon, Class of 2026, of 
Woodstock

Adam Tillinghast, Class of 2028, of 
Danielson

Zachary White, Class of 2026, of 
Pomfret Center

Tufts University, located on campus-
es in Boston, Medford/Somerville and 
Grafton, Mass., and in Talloires, France, 
is recognized among the premier research 
universities in the United States. Tufts 
enjoys a global reputation for academic 
excellence and for the preparation of 
students as leaders in a wide range of 
professions. A growing number of inno-
vative teaching and research initiatives 
span all Tufts campuses, and collabora-
tion among the faculty and students in 
the undergraduate, graduate, and profes-

sional programs across the university's 
schools is widely encouraged.

The new 
Chairman of the 
Federal Reserve 
Kevin Warsh faces a 
tough task. He over-
sees the Fed at a time 
when employment 
growth may be slow-
ing, and President 
Trump would like 
to see lower interest 
rates. The problem: 
inflation remains 
elevated, boosted by 
tariffs, oil prices, and 
strong spending on 
artificial intelligence 
(AI). It’s quite a 
challenging position 
for the Fed’s new 
leader. 

Let’s take a look 
at the tricky market 
environment he’s 
facing and the new 
leadership style he’s 
bringing to the job. 

Employment’s 
solid, but may be 
slowing 

The Federal 
Reserve has two 
separate but equal 
mandates: one is to 
ensure stable prices 
and the other is to 
maximize employ-
ment.

In June, the num-
ber of new jobs 
added to employ-
ers’ payrolls slowed 
markedly to 57,000, 
roughly half the 
129,000 jobs added 
in May. Some ana-
lysts fear we’re start-
ing to see companies 
use AI to replace 
employees.

The broad econ-
omy may also be 
slowing. In the first 
quarter, the econo-
my, as measured by 
GDP, grew 2.1 per-
cent, but the Atlanta 
Fed’s estimates sec-
ond quarter GDP 
will dip to 1.3 per-
cent.

Relatively high 
interest rates have 
restrained econom-

ic growth by mak-
ing it expensive 
to buy a home or 
a car. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury 
has risen from a 
low of 0.52 percent 
in July of 2020 to 
a recent 4.5 percent. 
The Treasury rate 
directly affects inter-
est rates on all other 
loans, including the 
30-year mortgage 
interest rate, which 
has more than dou-
bled from roughly 3 
percent in 2021 to 
6.4 percent recent-
ly.  As a result, the 
number of pre-ex-
isting homes pur-
chased has fallen by 
half since the low-
rate environment of 
2020-2022.

Inflation remains 
elevated 

With the econ-
omy decelerating, 
Federal Reserve 
officials might nor-
mally cut interest 
rates. But right now, 
their hands may be 
tied because of the 
Fed’s second man-
date, to ensure sta-
ble prices. Inflation 
has remained well 
above the Federal 
Reserve’s 2 percent 
target and on the rise 
for the past year. 

First, inflation 
accelerated because 
of President Trump’s 
tariffs. But analysts 
expected tariffs 
would have a one-
time impact that 
would fade over 
time. Then oil prices 
rose due to the Iran 
conflict. The impact 
of higher oil prices 
was also expected 
to fade as both sides 
agreed to a truce and 
oil prices tumbled. 
Fighting recently 
reignited and, if it’s 
sustained, could lead 
to higher oil prices 

once again. 
Most recently, Fed 

officials have grown 
concerned that the 
AI boom has sparked 
inflation. Companies 
are spending bil-
lions of dollars to 
build data centers 
filled with comput-
ing equipment to run 
AI programs. The 
ripple effects have 
been widespread. 
AI-related spending 
has boosted demand 
for steel and electric 
generators, semi-
conductor chips and 
wiring, as well as the 
construction crews 
to build the facilities. 

The Fed’s pre-
ferred inflation 
gauge has been run-
ning near 4 percent, 
twice its inflation 
target. Time may be 
up for those waiting 
to see if pricing pres-
sures are transitory. 
At a recent confer-
ence, Chair Warsh 
said, “If there were 
people in house-
holds, the business 
sector, the finan-
cial markets, who 
thought that this cen-
tral bank was gonna 
be comfortable with 
an inflation objective 
above 2 percent, I 
guess they'd be dis-
appointed.” 

His tough stance 
was welcomed 
by the markets 
after President 
Trump aggressive-
ly pushed the pre-
vious Fed Chair, 
Jerome Powell, to 
lower interest rates. 
Some feared that 
Warsh would do the 

President’s bidding. 
But so far, it looks 
like he’ll be forging 
his own path. 

Understanding a 
new communica-
tions style

At Chairman 
Warsh’s first Fed 
meeting in June, 
the Fed’s short-term 
interest rate target 
was left unchanged 
at 3.5 to 3.75 percent, 
and nine of 19 Fed 
officials indicated 
that they thought the 
Fed would increase 
rates at least one 
time before the end 
of the year. That was 
a sharp change from 
the prior meeting, 
when none of the 
Fed officials thought 
rates would increase 
by year-end. 

In a departure 
from his predeces-
sors, Chair Warsh 
did not opine on 
where interest rates 
would head over the 
course of the year, 
nor did the Fed pro-
vide any forward 
guidance. That too is 
the change from the 
Federal Reserve’s 
prior leadership.

The Warsh-led 
Fed also released 
a much briefer 
post-meeting state-
ment than his pre-
decessors and led a 
briefer post-meeting 
press conference. 
Some fear that if 
the Fed releases less 
information about 
its leaders’ thinking, 
future rate decisions 
will surprise the 
markets and lead 

to more volatility. 
Uncertainty and vol-
atility could, in turn, 
lead to higher inter-
est rates. Time will 
tell. 

Additional chang-
es may also be afoot. 
Warsh set up five 
task forces to eval-
uate how the Fed 
communicates, uses 
its balance sheet, the 
quality of its data, 
the impact of tech-
nology on productiv-
ity and jobs, and the 
drivers of inflation. 
It’s an ambitious 
agenda for the econ-
omy’s new sheriff. 

At WHZ, we’ll 
keep tabs on chang-
es at the Federal 
Reserve as we con-
tinuously evaluate 
where markets are 
heading. Schedule 
a discovery ses-
sion  with us or 
call 860-928-2341 
to see how we can 
help you and your 
family move for-
ward with Absolute 
C o n f i d e n c e , 
U n w a v e r i n g 
Partnership, For 
Life.

Authored by 
James Zahansky, 
AWMA®. AI may 
have been used in 
the research and ini-
tial drafting of this 
piece. Securities and 
advisory services 
offered through 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Financial Network®, 
Member FINRA/
SIPC, a Registered 
Investment Adviser. 
697 Pomfret St., 
Pomfret Center, 
CT 06259 and 
392-A Merrow Rd., 
Tolland, CT 06084, 
8 6 0 . 9 2 8 . 2 3 4 1 . 
www.whzwealth.

com. These mate-
rials are general in 
nature and do not 
address your spe-
cific situation. For 
your specific invest-
ment needs, please 
discuss your indi-
vidual circumstanc-
es with your finan-
cial advisor. WHZ 
Strategic Wealth 
Advisors does not 
provide tax or legal 
advice, and nothing 
in the accompany-
ing pages should be 
construed as specific 
tax or legal advice.
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THE SIDING STORE INC.

thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771   860.963.9035
860.886.1718   860.564.7088

References Galore • Fully Licensed • Senior Discounts • Lead Safe

Siding • Roofing • Windows • Decks • Sunrooms

Financing available to qualified customers!

We take pride  
in our customer 

service!

SPRING SPECIALS  
NOW IN EFFECT AFFORDABLE!

$$$$

19 Quinebaug Ave, Putnam 
351 Merline Road, Vernon   

www.amplisound.com 
  

 

 

Better Hearing Dream Team! 

HEARING CARE CENTERS 

Call 860-315-9656 to         
schedule a hearing evaluation.                        

 

Let us check your insurance benefit. We are           
providers for: Anthem BCBS, United Healthcare, 

Aetna, Connecticare, Humana, Wellcare,                     
Care Partners, Cigna, CT Medicaid, etc. 

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

(508) 784-1550
MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

DMMA students earn promotion

Dean’s List honors announced at Tufts University

DANIELSON — Thursday, June 16, 
six time Martial Arts Hall of Fame 
inductee and current US Martial Arts 
Team Member, 7th Dan Master Daryl 
Laperle announced the promotion of 
students in Danielson Martial Arts 
Academy’s most recent grading.

Hailey LaPorte - 3.5 Gup Green 
Rebeca Castro-Sandoval - 3.5 Gup 
Green Jeff Fugazzi Jr. - 3.5 Gup Green 
Ziggy Fugazzi - 3.5 Gup Green Clyde 
LaPorte - 4 Gup Green Abby Napierata 
- 4.5 Gup Green Madelyn Markley 
- 4.5 Gup Green Chloe Markley - 5 
Gup Purple Christian Mello - 5.5 Gup 
Purple Annabelle Mello - 6 Gup Purple 
Avery Dietlin - 6 Gup Purple Ainslee 
Gagne - 6 Gup Purple Krisztian Toth 
- 6 Gup Purple John Wisniewski Jr. - 
6 Gup Purple Linda Byrne - 6.5 Gup 
Blue Noah Banda - 6.5 Gup Blue Ella 
Dietlin - 6.5 Gup Blue Dexter Gagner - 
7 Gup Blue Jaxton Burek - 7 Gup Blue 
Jaiyden Randolph - 7 Gup Blue Everett 

Graff - 8 Gup Blue Korbin Dalton - 8 
Gup Blue Elliot Melendez - 8 Gup 
Blue Briceson Briggs - 9 Gup Orange 
Braiden Schreiner - 9 Gup Orange Cole 
Lafleur - 9 Gup Orange

For more information regarding class-
es, please call 860-779-0699, or visit 
the Web site at DanielsonMartialArts.
com.

JIM ZAHANSKY
INVESTMENT 

ADVISER

Financial 
Focus

How new Fed Chair Warsh’s challenges 
and choices could shape markets
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OPINION
Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor:

For the past several months, Democratic leaders have 
been talking about making life more affordable for American 
families. They have promised to lower everyday costs and 
ease the financial burden on working people. The problem is 
that many voters remember what happened during the pre-
vious administration, when inflation reached levels not seen 
in decades and the cost of groceries, housing, fuel, and other 
necessities climbed dramatically. If affordability is truly the 
priority, it’s reasonable to ask why those concerns weren’t 
addressed more aggressively when their party controlled the 
White House and the Senate. Today, many of the places with 
the highest housing costs, taxes, and overall cost of living 
have been governed by Democrats for years.

A recent CNBC analysis of state business climates and 
living costs highlights this contrast. Many of the nation’s 
most expensive states, including California, New York, 
Illinois, Washington, Oregon, and Hawaii, and our home 
state of Connecticut, are led by Democratic governors and 
legislatures. On the other hand, many of the states ranked 
as the most affordable are governed by Republicans. While 
geography and population growth certainly influence prices, 
public policy also plays an important role.

Housing provides a clear example. Lengthy permitting 
processes, restrictive zoning regulations, and higher con-
struction costs can make it more difficult and expensive to 
build new homes. Energy policy also affects household bud-
gets. States with higher fuel taxes and more costly electricity 
often leave families paying significantly more just to drive to 
work or keep the lights on. No political party has a monop-
oly on good ideas, and every state faces unique challenges. 
However, it is difficult to ignore the relationship between 
long-term policy decisions and the rising cost of living in 
many Democrat-led states.

Campaign promises are easy to make, but governing has 
measurable results. Before accepting claims about which 
party will make life more affordable, voters should look 
beyond the slogans and examine the outcomes. Policies have 
consequences, and the numbers tell a story that deserves 
careful consideration before Election Day. The next time you 
hear a Democrat campaigning on affordability, remember 
who oversees the most expensive communities in the coun-
try. Facts matter, and so do policies.

Michael A. Douglas
Brooklyn

Policies and price tags

To the Editor:
On Wednesday, July 15, I was up by 6 a.m. and spent 

some time reading on my back deck, enjoying the early 
morning chorus of birds. Knowing the day would heat up 
quickly, I went for an early bike ride. By 8:30 a.m., I was 
showered, refreshed, and feeling good. The Air Quality 
Index (AQI) on my phone read 81—Moderate, about 50 
points higher than Woodstock’s typical level.

By 11 a.m., I was outside with my son when he asked, 
“Do you smell that?” With that cue, I immediately noticed a 
faint but unpleasant odor in the air. Then he said, “Dad, our 
house is yellow.”

I looked back, and he was right. Our house is actually 
cream-colored, but at that moment it had taken on a strange 
yellow glow. In fact, everything around us was tinted an 
eerie yellow. I checked my phone again. The AQI had 
climbed to 137—Unhealthy (for sensitive groups).

I hadn’t even realized eastern Canada was burning again, 
as it had two years ago—the first time I had ever heard of 
wildfire smoke reaching us in this way.

After about ten minutes outside, Ben said the smell was 
giving him a headache, so he went inside. Later, I worked 
in my garden wearing a COVID face mask. As I write this 
at 10:21 a.m. the following day, the AQI is at 238—Very 
Unhealthy (for everyone). These conditions are forecasted to 
last for several weeks.

Since yesterday, I’ve been thinking about the things 
today’s children are growing up to accept as normal—things 
that are anything but normal.

We should be deeply concerned.
The warnings are no longer abstract. They are real, visible, 

and increasingly impossible to ignore. Our natural world is 
showing unmistakable signs of distress. Yet many people 
continue to dismiss environmental protection or remain 
indifferent despite the growing evidence of our planet’s 
declining health.

If you’re still skeptical about climate change, are you also 
unconcerned that eastern Canada now experiences massive 
wildfire seasons year after year? That used to be something 
associated mainly with the western U.S. and Canada.

Are you unconcerned that most children today are born 
with PFAS—often called “forever chemicals”—already in 
their blood?

Are you unconcerned that microplastics now fall from the 
sky, circulate through our bloodstream, and accumulate in 
our brain tissue?

Are you unconcerned that pollinating insects—respon-
sible for roughly one-third of the food humanity depends 
upon—are declining rapidly around the world?

Are you unconcerned that 15 of the world’s 17 major 
fisheries are overfished or exploited at unsustainable levels, 
with some nearing collapse?

Are you unconcerned that heat waves, wildfires, droughts, 
storms, floods, and the financial losses they cause continue 
to break records with alarming frequency? In 2025 alone, the 
Los Angeles wildfires caused an estimated quarter-trillion 
dollars in losses.

If none of this concerns you, I invite you to write an article 
here in The Villager explaining why. I, for one, could use a 
reason for optimism.

If humanity continues to deny the obvious and egregious 
harm we are inflicting on our planet, and if we fail to make 
meaningful changes, we will eventually reach a point from 
which recovery becomes increasingly difficult or impossible 
The threads that hold the web of life together are straining—
and in some cases breaking—before our eyes.

But we are not powerless.
Over centuries of scientific discovery, we have learned 

an extraordinary amount about how Earth’s natural systems 
function and how human activity affects them. In the 21st 
Century, we know far more than previous generations about 
what is required to protect the environment that sustains 
us. Making it to the 22nd Century depends on managing 
and preserving nature wisely while rapidly transitioning to 
cleaner, renewable sources of energy.

Today, the AQI says it is unhealthy to be outside here 
in Woodstock. Imagine that! This isn’t Los Angeles in the 
1970s, shrouded in brown smog. Yet today, the air here poses 
similar health concerns. The healthy natural world we were 
born into is slipping away. We need to acknowledge what is 
happening—and act accordingly.

Otherwise, someday you may have to explain to your 
children or grandchildren why you didn’t believe what you 
could see with your own eyes, and why you ignored what 
scientists had been warning about for decades. You better 
get started working on that explanation, because as we all 
know, there is none.

For more information, please see my Web site: earth21st-
centtury.com.

Ken Wolslegel
Woodstock

Earth — it’s yellow!

To the Editor:
Permanent daylight savings time has picked up some 

traction in Washington, and I remember when the idea of 
the whole year being more like summer sounded like a cool 
idea, but nowadays I’m not so sure. We also tried this in the 
70s and stopped it rather quickly due to mornings being too 
dark. I think I’d rather have us retire our clock changes via 
permanent standard time instead.

Permanent daylight savings time comes with the bag-
gage of late sunrises in the winter. Depending on where 
you are in the time zone you might be looking at not seeing 
any sunlight at all until after 8 in the morning. As someone 
who’s grumbled driving to work in the dark thinking “it’s 
still dark out - I should still be sleeping” I think I’d rath-
er flip to the other extreme and see it light at 4:30. I’ve 
worked enough night shift to have light blocker curtains 
year round, but it would feel nice to head out and feel like 

you actually got up in the morning instead of the very end 
of the night.

This would mean our latest summer sunsets would be 
7-something instead of 8-something in the evening, but we 
have LED lights everywhere nowadays. I think it would 
just mean we start bonfire parties a little earlier. I think 
mornings being light are more important to helping us feel 
better about having to get up in the morning, plus with 
LED lights being able to mimic sunlight instead of the 
yellow lighting of yesteryear, I don’t know if the energy 
arguments that led to daylight savings time still hold water 
anymore.

I’ll take the brighter mornings if I have to choose. Earlier 
nights just means earlier night life. We’d win either way.

Jay Gerhart
Putnam

Let’s do permanent standard time instead

To the Editor:
Connecticut voters will decide 18 primary races 

that will shape the November ballot — from governor 
down to probate judge. Yet primaries like this one 
often draw only a fraction of eligible voters, meaning 
a small, motivated group can determine who rep-
resents each political party in the fall.

This year’s slate is significant. Democrats have 
primaries for governor, one congressional seat, nine 
state legislative seats, and two probate judge seats. 
Republicans have primaries for two congressional 
seats and three state legislative seats. At the top of 
the ticket, incumbent Governor Ned Lamont faces 
a challenge from State Representative Josh Elliott 
for the Democratic nomination — a race that has big 
consequences in the November election.

If you’re a registered Democrat or Republican, 
you’re eligible to vote in your party’s primary. Here’s 
how to make sure your voice counts:

• Check your registration and district online via the 
Secretary of the State’s Voter Registration Lookup: 
portaldir.ct.gov/sots/LookUp.aspx

• Vote during Early Voting: Aug. 3, 5, 7, 8, and 9 
(10 a.m.–6 p.m.) and Aug. 4 and 6 (8 a.m.–8 p.m.)

• Vote on Primary day: Tuesday, Aug. 11, 6 a.m.–8 
p.m.

• Request an Absentee Ballot to Vote: Available 

through your Town Clerk’s office starting July 21.
Local races like probate judge and state legislative 

seats rarely make headlines, but they affect our daily 
lives just as much as races for governor or Congress. 
Whichever party you’re registered with, I’d encour-
age every eligible voter to take time to research the 
candidates, check your registration status and make 
a plan to vote.

“Voting is one of the most powerful tools you 
have to shape the world around you. It’s not just 
about choosing a president every four years. It’s 
about deciding who funds your schools, how your 
community is policed, what rights are protected—or 
taken away—and who gets a seat at the table when 
decisions are made.

And when you don’t vote? You’re giving that 
power away. To someone who may not share your 
values. To a system that assumes your silence means 
consent.”

Democracy works best when voters show up. The 
Primary election determines which candidates will 
run in the general election in November. It’s up to us 
to elect the best candidate that represents all of us. 
Our vote is Our voice.

Lisa Arends
Brooklyn

Democracy works best when we show up to vote

Frank G. Chilinski
President/Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the 
author’s name, address, and a day-
time phone number for purposes of 
verification in order to be considered 
for publication. Only the author’s 
name and the town in which they 
reside will be published. Letters sub-
mitted without all of the required in-
formation will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Ed-
itor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements 
and decency standards, and any 
submission may be rejected at any 
time for any reason he or she might 
deem appropriate.

The Putnams 
in the press

A m e r i c a 
250 Killingly, 
S a t u r d a y , 
Aug. 8, 1 p.m. 
Musick of the 
Revolution in 
New England 
with Richard 
F r a n k l i n 
D o n a h u e . 
K i l l i n g l y 
H i s t o r i c a l 
Center. 196 
Main St . 
Richard will 
perform a 

collection of “New Songs” 
& Hymns that were pub-
lished during the American 
Revolution from the Stamp 
Act through the British 
Surrender at Yorktown. Free. 
All are welcome. Sponsored 
by the Killingly Historical 
Society.

Putnam Public Library.  
200 School St. Baseball’s 
Own Civil War: 1848-1865. 
Wednesday, Aug. 12. 6-7:30 
p.m. “An exploration of the 
early days of ‘base ball’ and 
the conflict between the 1848 
‘Knickerbocker’ (New York) 
game rules, and the 1858 ‘Town 
Ball’ (Massachusetts) style of 
play. Learn how the American 
Civil War helped to settle the 
debate as to which variant 
would become our national 
pastime.  Co-sponsored by the 
Aspinock Historical Society.   

I’ve been busy writing about 
signers of the Declaration of 
Independence and this area 
in 1776. I thought I’d catch 
up on what was happening 
conflict-wise between the 
colonists, now independent 
Americans, and the British 
troops, especially in terms of 
what was probably affecting 
Connecticut.  A Google search 
(AI) provided a summary of 
July, 1776. While reading this, 
keep in mind that at the time 
of the Revolution, transporta-
tion by water was by far easier 
than by land.  Major rivers 
served as “main highways.” 
“In July 1776, New York 
Harbor became the staging 
ground for the largest British 
overseas military expedition 
in history up to that point. 
This massive buildup aimed 
to seize New York City, con-
trol the Hudson River, and 
cut off New England from the 
rest of the rebellious colonies. 
On July 2, General William 
Howe arrived from Halifax 
with a fleet of 130 ships 
and landed 10,000 troops on 
Staten Island, completely 
unopposed. By mid-July, his 
brother, Admiral Lord Richard 
Howe, arrived with a massive 
fleet from Britain. Over the 
coming weeks, thousands of 
additional British regulars and 
Hessian mercenaries poured 
into Staten Island. “During 
the American Revolution, a 
Hessian was a German auxilia-
ry soldier hired by the British 
Crown to fight the Continental 
Army. While strictly classi-
fied as auxiliaries or leased 
troops rather than tradition-
al mercenaries, they made up 
roughly a quarter of British 
land forces in North America.”  
Approximately 30,000 were 
hired to fight during the 
American Revolution. (George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon). 
General George Washington 
watched this buildup from 
Manhattan and Brooklyn, 
scrambling to fortify the city 
with roughly 19,000 poorly 
trained continental troops.” 
Troops from our area would 
be sent to the defense of New 
York within a few months.

I have subscriptions to sev-
eral newspaper databases, so 
thought it would be interesting 
to see if I could find any refer-
ences to Israel Putnam and/or 
his family during July, 1776. 
The first I found was from The 
Constitutional Gazette from 
New York, N.Y., of July 31, 
1776, “Found between this 
city and Elizabeth Town, a 
parchment, containing some 
continental bills, and accounts: 
Any person owning and 
describing, may have them, 
by applying to me (at General 
Putnam’s quarters) and paying 
charges.” I. Putnam, jun. Did 
you know that Israel Putnam’s 
son accompanied his father 
during the early years of the 

MARGARET 
WEAVER 

Killingly 
at 

300
A new voice, earned 
through engagement

The passing of a public official creates more than 
an empty chair. It leaves behind unfinished work, 
interrupted relationships, and the difficult responsi-
bility of choosing someone to continue serving the 
community. How a town fills that vacancy says a 
great deal about its values.

Killingly’s Town Council appears to have 
approached that responsibility thoughtfully.

When Jared Brong was appointed to fill the 
at-large seat left vacant by the death of John Labelle, 
the council did more than fill an opening. Members 
from both political parties publicly explained why 
they believed Brong deserved the opportunity. Their 
comments focused less on party affiliation and more 
on preparation, temperament, and commitment.

That distinction matters.
Too often, local government receives attention 

only when controversy erupts. Budget disputes, 
zoning battles, or political disagreements dominate 
headlines, creating the impression that civic life 
revolves around conflict. In reality, effective local 
government depends on something much less dra-
matic: ordinary residents who decide they want to 
become involved.

Brong’s own explanation of why he sought the 
appointment reflects a path that many communities 
would like to see more often. He described paying 
closer attention to town affairs, attending meetings 
regularly, and gradually realizing he wanted to use 
his skills to serve the place where he and his family 
live. That kind of engagement doesn’t happen over-
night. It develops through observation, participation, 
and a willingness to learn before seeking leadership.

Equally encouraging was the response from 
council members themselves. Republicans and 
Democrats alike highlighted the same qualities: 
thoughtful answers, careful listening, and demon-
strated interest through attendance at public meet-
ings. While elected officials will inevitably disagree 
on policy, recognizing merit across party lines is 
something worth celebrating.

Local government works best when appoint-
ments are based on readiness rather than rhetoric.

There is also an important lesson here for res-
idents who sometimes wonder whether attending 
council meetings or following local government 
really makes a difference. It does. Communities 
benefit when future leaders first spend time under-
standing how government operates before asking to 
become part of it. Listening is an often-overlooked 
qualification, yet it may be one of the most valuable.

Of course, an appointment is only a beginning. 
Brong now faces the same challenge that confronts 
every public official: translating good intentions 
into effective service. Residents will judge him 
not by his interview or his résumé, but by how he 
approaches difficult decisions, communicates with 
constituents, and works alongside colleagues over 
the coming months. That is exactly as it should be.

Likewise, the council deserves credit for conduct-
ing an open interview process and publicly discuss-
ing its reasoning before making the appointment. 
Transparency builds confidence, particularly when 
filling a vacancy outside the normal election cycle.

The ultimate accountability, however, remains 
with the voters. Brong will serve until the next 
municipal election in November 2027, when resi-
dents will have the opportunity to decide whether 
he has earned a full term. That balance between 
appointment and electoral accountability ensures 
that continuity in government does not come at the 
expense of public choice.

Communities often ask how to encourage more 
people to become involved in local government. 
The answer may be simpler than it seems. It starts 
with citizens who show up, pay attention, ask ques-
tions, and demonstrate a genuine interest in their 
town before seeking office.

Whether Jared Brong’s service proves successful 
remains to be seen. But his appointment offers a 
reminder that healthy local democracy depends on 
more than elections. It depends on engaged citizens 
who are willing to move from the audience to the 
council table, and on elected leaders willing to 
recognize that commitment wherever they find it.

Turn To WEAVER page  A5LETTERS CONTINUED page  A5
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR CONTINUED

To the Editor:
Presidential prime time addresses ordinarily 

have been reserved for events of monumental 
national importance, such as wars, disasters 
and tragedies. It is a unique opportunity for 
the head of state to calm and educate fellow 
citizens. It is a way to bring people together.

Last week, there was much to report includ-
ing the resumption of a war, another wave of 
ICE killings, a new cycle of rising gasoline 
prices, and the assault on communities by giant 
data centers. There was a chance to explain an 
apparent closure of the Epstein investigations 
and to defend his AG nominee who spurns the 
victims. He could have taken a stab defending 
himself against accusations of financial misbe-
havior. He could have clarified his decision to 
place a 25 percent tariff on Brazil or withdraw-
ing from the trade agreements with our two 
biggest partners, Mexico and Canada. He could 
have even given an update on his reflection 
pool project and cleared up why photographs 
show no cuts in the paint.

Mr. Trump, however, veered off on another 
tangent, yet again trying to litigate the fab-
ricated pretense that he was swindled out of 
a 2020 victory. He offered what amounted to 
be a series of half-truths, rehashed hearsay, 
and blatant lies. He also emphasized that the 
system is vulnerable. True. But this was not a 
sudden discovery. Foreign and domestic groups 
certainly would love to hack into not only our 

election machines, but also our banking system, 
the energy grid, and healthcare data. That is 
why we have multiple barriers to prevent this. 
His idea of making the act of voting exceed-
ingly cumbersome does nothing to protect 
the information. There is also not a shred of 
evidence that illegal immigrants routinely vote. 
But taking Trump at his word, one would have 
several pressing questions.

First of course would be that he has actually 
won the Presidential contest not once but twice. 
Were his wins manufactured by an agency 
wanting to see Trump in office? He of course 
was in charge of overseeing the 2020 election. 
Is he upset that he goofed on that one?

And if elections were so easy to manip-
ulate, why is he griping over just the presi-
dential competition? Doesn’t that infer that 
the Republican victories in the Senate and 
the House were equally invalid? Why would 
a scheme to elect a Democratic leader fail to 
allow for a Democratic legislature to support 
their policies?

That, of course, is because his claims are 
total rubbish. Nary an investigation has uncov-
ered significant maleficence. It is also why 
likeminded parties such as FOX news and Mike 
(My pillow guy) Lindell are out hundreds of 
millions of dollars because of similar malicious 
slander.

Trump pointed out that inflation was drop-
ping at a record rate. Yes. Last month, because 

A presidential address should unite, not further divide

To the Editor:
After suffering through Trump’s latest 

address to the nation, the same old question 
came to mind — why would anyone vote for 
this clown? As usual, most of what he said was 
either a gross exaggeration or a blatant lie and 
defied logic. If our election system is as corrupt 
and rigged as he stated, then I guess the two 
elections he won were also corrupt and rigged? 
It seems he believes elections are rigged only 
when he loses. That’s the thought process of a 
whiny ten-year-old.

The timing of the speech was also interest-

ing. His approval ratings are “tanking,” and 
Republican candidates nation-wide fear he’ll 
drag them down in the midterms. The senseless 
war he started is a global fiasco, and as more 
U.S. troops are dying, Americans at home 
struggle to keep their heads above water. All 
that (and plenty more) while the Trumps use 
the presidency to increase their net worth by 
billions.

“Making America Great Again” — for who?

Todd Patrie
Pomfret Center

Why is anyone still listening to Trump?

To the Editor:
In our small towns in the Green Valley, it’s 

easy for colorful local characters who don’t fit 
into our everyday hustle and bustle to fall off 
our screens from time to time. The ones who 
choose their own road. Who we lose track of 
occasionally. The ones we assume are in some-
one else’s sphere.

Then, for whatever reason, they reappear. 
Usually after a life event - birth, marriage, 
death. And we realize how much we have 
missed.

As I head into my 70s, that has been happen-
ing more and more.

Recently, my cousin Joe Norton checked out. 
My dad, Joe Jackson, and his mom, Florence, 
were brother and sister. They grew up in 

Goodyear (Rogers), as did Joe and I. Our paths 
diverged then merged at his end. After his 
passing, one of Joe’s life long friends, Steve 
Cosgrove, now of New Hampshire, shared his 
memories of Joe in the Villager.

Steve was kind enough to fill me in on much 
of Joe’s life through high school and beyond. 
I could give him the family history and local 
background that made Joe who he was. A won-
derful shared experience.

As great as these discussions were, they just 
made me realize how much I had missed. Stay 
in touch as much as you can whenever you can.

Turns out you were a hell of a guy, Joe!

Dan Jackson
Killingly

Stay in touch

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

42 Central St, Southbridge MA
(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

WE BUY GOLD
Trusted with

Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

508-764-0555508-764-0555

We’re here to service all of your 
heat transfer and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Celebrating 20+ Years in Business

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    ConnectionRevolution? 

(Issue 105, 
p.4; genealo-

gybank.com). That little ad made me 
curious about Israel, Jr.

Israel Putnam, Junior was born 
Jan. 28, 1739-40 in Salem Village, 
Massachusetts but soon resided in 
Pomfret when his parents moved 
here. “When his father hastened to 
Cambridge in 1775, Israel (junior) 
raised a company of volunteers and 
joined the army shortly, where he 
remained under his father’s orders until 
the arrival of Washington. Upon the 
appointment of (his father) Col. Israel 
Putnam as Major-General, Capt. Israel 
Putnam was appointed as an aide (22 
July). In this capacity he (also) served 
on the Hudson, but after three years’ 
service he retired to his farm. During 
the time he was in the army he acquit-
ted himself with distinction.” Israel 
Putnam, Jr.’s son, who was born in 
1777, was named George Washington 
Putnam. The biographical sketch gives 
no particulars but refers to Israel Junior 
as Col. Israel Putnam. It continues, 
“When the Ohio company was formed, 
Col. Israel Putnam joined the company, 
and with two of his sons, crossed the 
mountains with a wagon load of farm-
ing utensils. Mrs. Putnam remained on 
the farm in Pomfret...” He settled in 
the new town of Belpre, Ohio and in 
1790 returned to Pomfret to take his 
family there. (North American Family 
Histories; A History of the Putnam 
Family in England & America…) p. 
180.; Ancestry.com).

Despite the serious conditions of the 
War, the papers of the time contained 
a few ads for a brief respite with lev-
ity. The New York Gazette and the 
Weekly Mercury of Monday, July 15, 
1776 contained an ad for copies of “A 
Tragi-Comedy of Five Acts, contain-
ing twenty-six scenes… The Fall of 
British Tyranny, or American Liberty 
Triumphant, the First Campaign. A 
few of the scenes included “A very 
moving scene on the death of Doctor 
Warren, etc. in a chamber near Boston, 
the morning of the battle of Bunker 
Hill”; A patriotic scene in the camp 
at Cambridge, between the Generals 
Washington, Lee and Putnam, etc.; 
two very laughable scenes between 
the Boatswain, two Sailors, and the 
Cook…; A much-admired performance, 
truly dramatic, interspersed with wit, 
humour, (sic) burlesque, and serious 
matter which cannot fail of affording 
abundant entertainment to readers of 
every disposition… For sale by John 
Anderson at Beekman’s Slip (price 2 
shillings and Six-pence).”

My guess is that many of you have 
been enjoying backyard barbeques with 
plenty of hot dogs and hamburgers. I 

thought it would be fun to look up the 
origin of the hot dog (frankfurter). The 
National Hot Dog and Sausage Council 
had this to say, “Sausage is one of the 
oldest forms of processed food, having 
been mentioned in Homer’s Odyssey 
as far back as the 9th Century B.C.  
Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany, is tradi-
tionally credited with originating the 
frankfurter. However, this claim is dis-
puted by those who assert that the pop-
ular sausage - known as a ‘dachshund’ 
or ‘little-dog’ sausage - was created in 
the late 1600’s by Johann Georghehner, 
a butcher, living in Coburg, Germany. 
According to this report, Georghehner 
later traveled to Frankfurt to promote 
his new product. In 1987 the city of 
Frankfurt, Germany celebrated the 
500th birthday of the hot dog in that 
city. It’s said that the frankfurter was 
developed there in 1487, five years 
before Christopher Columbus set sail 
for the new world. The people of Vienna 
(Wien), Austria, point to the term ‘wie-
ner’ to prove their claim as the birthplace 
of the hot dog. As it turns out, it is likely 
that the North American hot dog comes 
from a widespread common European 
sausage brought here by butchers of sev-
eral nationalities. Also in doubt is who 
first served the dachshund sausage with 
a roll. One report says a German immi-
grant sold them, along with milk rolls 
and sauerkraut, from a push cart in New 
York City’s Bowery during the 1860’s. 
In 1871, Charles Feltman, a German 
baker opened up the first Coney Island 
hot dog stand selling 3,684 dachshund 
sausages in a milk roll during his first 
year in business. The 1893 Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago brought hordes 
of visitors who consumed large quanti-
ties of sausages sold by vendors. People 
liked this food that was easy to eat, con-
venient and inexpensive. Hot dog his-
torian Bruce Kraig, Ph.D., retired pro-
fessor emeritus at Roosevelt University, 
says the Germans always ate the dachs-
hund sausages with bread. Since the 
sausage culture is German, it is likely 
that Germans introduced the practice of 
eating the dachshund sausages, which 
we today know as the hot dog, nestled 
in a bun.” (https://www.hot-dog.org/
culture/hot-dog-history). Do check the 
link if you’re interested in more. It’s a 
fun read.

Margaret M. Weaver Killingly 
Municipal Historian, July 2026. For 
additional information email me at 
margaretmweaver@gmail.com or visit 
the Killingly Historical Center at 196 
Main Street Danielson Wednesday or 
Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. or call 860-
779-7250. Like us at Facebook www.
facebook.com/killinglyhistoricalsoci-
ety. For Windham County Transcripts, 
visit https://killlingly.historyarchives.
online.

WEAVER
continued from page A4

of falling energy prices, inflation did dive as the 
President backed off and signed an agreement 
with Iran. But as we can all see, prices are back 
up as the war is back on. Expect next month’s 
inflation to follow suit.

The President noted that the stock market is 
at a record high. Also true. But as the top 1 per-
cent of rich households account for 50 percent 
of all investments, it does little for the majority, 
especially since 40 percent of Americans own 
no stocks. It’s also sobering to know that the 
1 percent of the wealthiest hold more stock 
value than the bottom 90 percent combined. 
This includes the Trump family and friends. So 
yes, hurray for the stock market but it is a vast 
minority that is actually benefitting.

The fact is that between 49-70 percent of 
Americans are struggling financially. Home 
ownership is rapidly becoming a pipe dream. 
What’s more Social Security will soon be run-
ning on fumes. Yet despite these challenges, 
Trump chooses to make election integrity his 
signature issue while bleeding taxpayer money 
on an unneeded war.

Trumps’s portrayal of Socialism as 

Communism, echoing the Red Scare strategy 
that is mentor, Roy Cohn along with Senator 
McCarthy, foisted on the country in the 1950s 
is another effort to mislead. Social Security, 
along with Medicare and Medicaid are the larg-
est social programs in the world. They are not 
scams. Guaranteeing food and housing security, 
healthcare for all, childcare, and higher educa-
tion are good things. Redistributing a small per-
centage of our nation’s massive wealth will not 
even inconvenience Trump’s rich backers but 
will help guarantee that no American suffers.

Perhaps the most inflammatory and un-lead-
erlike accusation was to suggest that the only 
way to win under our current election system is 
to cheat. Why anyone would believe a convicted 
felon and sexual predator is painfully perplex-
ing. He has made billions bilking our country 
through the insider knowledge and influence of 
his office.

America can do better. America must do 
better.

Lee Wesler
Woodstock
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Courtesy Photos

Members of Hampton, 
Connecticut, Cub Scout Pack 
93 and Pack 21 of Putnam 
went bowling at the Norwich 
Bowling and Entertainment 
Center in Norwich on Sunday, 
July 19. Field trips like this are 
just some of the fun and active 
things Cub Scouts in northeast-
ern Connecticut do all year 
long, guided by trained and 
experienced adults. The Cub 
Scout program welcomes boys 
and girls ages five through ten. 
To join, call John Ryan at (860) 
928-5873 and leave a mes-
sage.

Courtesy Photos

Putnam Cub Scout Pack 21 beat 
the heat by making their own 
ice cream when they held the 
regular weekly pack meet-
ing on Wednesday, July 15 at 
their chartered organization, 
the Albert J. Breault VFW Post 
1523. Making ice cream is just 
one of the fun and active things 
that Pack 21's Cub Scouts do all 
year long, guided by trained 
and experienced adults. Pack 
21 welcomes boys and girls 
ages five through ten. To join, 
call John Ryan, at (860) 928-
5873.



FOSTER, R.I. — 
American Martial Arts 
Center, Foster, R.I, is 
proud to announce that 
four of its dedicated stu-
dents have been selected 
as new members of the 
U.S. Martial Arts New 
England Team, marking 
a significant achievement 
for both the athletes and 
the school.

The students — 
Master Matt Yaskovic, 
Master Sarah Carlson, 
Lexi Carlson, and Noah 
Lombardy — earned their 
places on the regional 
team through their out-
standing performanc-
es, dedication to train-
ing, and commitment to 
excellence in martial arts. 
Their selection recogniz-
es years of hard work, 
discipline, and persever-
ance.

Representing the New 
England Team gives these 
martial artists the oppor-
tunity to compete against 
some of the nation's top 
athletes while continu-
ing to develop their skills 
and sportsmanship. Their 
achievement reflects not 
only individual determi-
nation but also the high 
standards of instruction 

and mentorship provided 
at American Martial Arts 
Center.

"We are incredibly 
proud of these students," 
said Grandmaster Ken 
Saucier. "Their commit-
ment, respect, and work 
ethic have earned them 
this opportunity, and we 
look forward to watch-
ing them represent our 
school and New England 
with pride."

American Martial Arts 
Center has long empha-
sized character develop-
ment alongside technical 
excellence, teaching stu-
dents the values of con-
fidence, respect, perse-
verance, and leadership. 
The selection of four team 
members is a testament 
to the school's dedication 
to developing exceptional 
martial artists both on and 
off the mat.

As they prepare for 
upcoming competitions 
and training events, the 
entire American Martial 
Arts Center communi-
ty congratulates these 
outstanding students and 
wishes them continued 
success as members of 
the U.S. Martial Arts New 
England Team.

Villager Newspapers									           • A7Friday, July 24, 2026

Courtesy Photos

On Monday, July 20, Cub Scout Pack 21 of Putnam joined 
with dozens of other Cub Scouts when they started a week of 
Cub Country Day Camp at the June Norcross Webster Scout 
Reservation in Ashford. The Cubs did many fun and educa-
tional things on their first day, including learning how to prop-
erly fold and display the American flag and how to hit their 
targets safely on the BB gun range. They'll be there through 
this Friday. Going to summer camp is something Pack 21 Cub 
Scouts look forward all year long. Certainly, summer camp is 
important, but its just one of the fun and exciting things Pack 21 
does throughout the year, guided by trained and experienced 
adults. Pack 21 welcomes boys and girls ages five through 
ten. To join, call John Ryan at (860) 928-5873 and leave a 
message.

American Martial Arts Center students earn
spots on U.S. Martial Arts New England Team



POMFRET — On Aug. 
1, the Pomfret Historical 
Society (PHS) will host 
a program about the 
military legacy of one 
Connecticut family from 
the Revolutionary War to 
World War II. The pro-
gram will take place at 
Pomfret’s historic Old 
Town House, 11 Town 
House Dr., at 3 p.m.

 Pat Wilson Pheanious 
of Ashford will share the 
journey of her family 
from an enslaved cou-
ple in Guilford to her 
father,  Lt. Col. Bertram 
Wadsworth Wilson, a 
Tuskegee Airman who 
served in WWII, Korea, 
and Vietnam. The fam-
ily military legacy and 
their commitment to 
education and Civil 
Rights is an American 
story deserving a place 
in the 250th celebration 
of the Declaration of 
Independence.

A Connecticut native 
and E.O. Smith grad-
uate, Pat Wilson 
Pheanious holds degrees 
in English Literature, 
Social Work, and Law 
from the University of 
Connecticut. A lawyer 
since 1981, her career has 
spanned academia, social 
service administration, 
and public policy. She 
served as Connecticut’s 
Commissioner of Social 
Services (1999–2007) 
and represented Ashford, 
Tolland, and Willington 
in the Connecticut House 
of Representatives 
(2018–2022).

Pheanious’ commit-
ment to education about 
Black History is deeply 
personal. She had long 
cherished her father’s 
legacy as a Tuskegee 
Airman but had no idea 
that her history reached 
far into America’s past 
in pre-revolutionary 
Connecticut. However, 
in 2017, research by The 
Witness Stones Project 
founder Dennis Culliton 
revealed five generations 
of her family history that 
had been lost to time. 
That discovery reshaped 

her life and inspired a 
new direction in pub-
lic service. Pat became 
Chair of the Witness 
Stones Project Board in 
2019 and its Executive 
Director in 2024. In 
September 2025, she led 
the Project’s transition to 
Historic New England, 
where she became 
Director of the Stopping 

Stones Program. The 
Program now includes 
the Witness Stones 
Project as its educational 
arm.

As Director of 
the Stopping Stones 
Program, Pheanious 
works with communi-
ties across the country to 
research, acknowledge, 
and commemorate the 

lives of enslaved peo-
ple through permanent 
memorials that restore 
their names, honor their 
humanity, and recognize 
the essential role their 
labor played in building 
towns, institutions, and 
prosperity throughout 
the North and across the 
nation.

“Witnessing Hidden 

Patriots from the 
Revolution to the 
Tuskegee Airmen” is a 
personal testimony about 
finding one’s place in 
American history and a 
lesson for all of us about 
what it means to be an 
American.

The program is free 
and was funded by an 
America 250 grant from 

The Last Green Valley. 
Donations to support the 
renovations in The Old 
Town House are always 
welcome. Arrive early 
for parking and refresh-
ments. For more infor-
mation contact Donna 
Dufresne windsong@
snet.net
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Pomfret Historical Society hosts program
on “Witnessing Hidden Patriots”

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Courtesy Photo

Tuskegee Airmen briefing before a mission.



UW-Madison was ranked the #2 public university 
in the United States by Time magazine in 2026. With 
public service as its guiding principle, UW-Madison's 

students, staff, and faculty engage in a world-class 
education while solving real-world problems. For 
more information, visit http://www.wisc.edu.
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University of Wisconsin announces spring graduates

Tufts University announces spring graduates

Vermont State students 
earn Dean’s List honors

Local students named 
to University of 

Wisconsin Dean’s List

Courtesy Photo

NEWEST ROTARIANS
The Putnam Rotary Club recently welcomed two new members. From left: Putnam Rotary Club President Martha Parquette, new Rotarian Rebecca Theriaque, new Rotarian Kristine Tartaro, and 
Past President Kathy Kirk.

MEDFORD, Mass. — More than 3,600 students 
across all schools graduated from Tufts University 
on May 17 during a university-wide commencement 
ceremony that featured the awarding of honorary 
degrees to a number of academic, business, and civic 
leaders making a positive impact on the world. The 
following students were among those who graduated:

Ben Gordon of Woodstock
Zachary White of Pomfret Center
Tufts University, located on campuses in Boston, 

Medford/Somerville and Grafton, Mass., and in 

Talloires, France, is recognized among the premier 
research universities in the United States. Tufts 
enjoys a global reputation for academic excellence 
and for the preparation of students as leaders in a 
wide range of professions. A growing number of 
innovative teaching and research initiatives span all 
Tufts campuses, and collaboration among the faculty 
and students in the undergraduate, graduate, and pro-
fessional programs across the university's schools is 
widely encouraged.

RANDOLPH CENTER, Vt. — Vermont State 
University is pleased to recognize Wyatt Robbie 
of Woodstock and Tommy Blevins of Brooklyn for 
earning Dean’s List honors during the Spring 2026 
semester.

This distinction celebrates academic excellence 
and is awarded to students who maintain full-time 
enrollment while achieving a semester grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher.

Vermont State University provides a high-qual-
ity, flexible, and affordable education for students 
seeking associate, bachelor’s, and master’s degrees, 
certificates, and in-demand professional credentials. 
The university builds upon a history of public high-
er education in Vermont dating back to 1787. More 
information about Vermont State University can be 
found at: VermontState.edu.

MADISON, Wisc. — More than 9,100 students, 
including Tatum Fisher of Pomfret (who earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in Journalism) and Will Pollard of 
Pomfret Center (who earned a Doctor of Law), earned 
degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
in May 2026. The university held its Spring 2026 
Commencement ceremony for doctoral, MFA, and 
medical professional candidates at the Kohl Center 
on Friday, May 8 and its ceremony for undergraduate, 
law, and other Master's degree candidates at Camp 
Randall Stadium on Saturday, May 9.

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:
mikaela@villagernewspapers.com

Phone:(860)928-1818 Ext. 326

MADISON, Wisc. — The University of 
Wisconsin-Madison has recognized students named 
to the Dean's List for the spring semester of the 
2025-2026 academic year, including Tatum Fisher 
of Pomfret.

Students who achieve at a high level academi-
cally are recognized by the dean of their school or 
college at the close of each semester. To be eligible 
for the Dean's List, students must complete a min-
imum of 12 graded degree credits in that semester. 
Each university school or college sets its own GPA 
requirements for students to be eligible to receive 
the distinction.

To view an online listing, visit https://registrar.
wisc.edu/deanslist/.

Here are the students from your circulation area 
who have received this honor.
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Dunn Marketing’s brand refresh for Prue Law Group 
earns 2026 Communicator Award of Distinction

KILLINGLY — Dunn 
Marketing has been 
honored with a 2026 
Communicator Award 
of Distinction in the 
Campaign – Brand 
Redesign or Refresh cat-
egory for its work with 
The Prue Law Group, P.C. 
Dunn Marketing’s work 
for the Windham County 
law firm helped to repo-
sition it from a respect-
ed regional practice into 
a modern, full-service 
firm with expanded reach 
across eastern and central 
Connecticut. The honor is 
one of three Communicator 
Awards earned this year by 
Dunn Marketing and its 
clients.

The Communicator 
Awards is one of the larg-
est and most competitive 
recognition programs hon-
oring excellence, effec-
tiveness, and innovation in 
marketing and communi-
cations. The 32nd Annual 
Communicator Awards 
drew more than 3,000 
entries from ad agencies, 
in-house creative teams, 
design firms, and public 
relations professionals 
around the world, with 
winners selected by The 
Academy of Interactive 
& Visual Arts (AIVA), an 
invitation-only body of 

more than 1,100 industry 
leaders from organizations 
including JPMorgan Chase 
& Co., FedEx, Netflix, 
National Geographic 
Society, and others.

A brand built to grow 
with its region

Dunn Marketing part-
nered with The Prue Law 
Group beginning in late 
2024, when the more than 
45-year-old firm was pre-
paring for a new chapter: 
growing the estate and 
business law arms of its 
practice and expanding its 
presence beyond its core 
base in Windham County 
into the surrounding 
region, all while protecting 
the trusted, person-cen-
tered reputation it had built 
since 1980.

The resulting work 
included a refreshed logo 
and visual identity, a new 
brand color palette and 
voice, a rebuilt website, 
updated social media pres-
ence, refreshed print and 
digital advertising, and a 
brand video, along with 
the strategic research, 
audience personas, and 
content planning needed 
to guide it all. The rollout 
launched in April 2025.

“The Prue Law Group 
has spent more than four 
decades earning their cli-
ents’ trust, and our job 
was to make sure that trust 
came through in every new 
brand interaction, even as 
we positioned the firm for 
growth in new markets,” 
said Laura Dunn, CEO and 

Chief Brand Strategist at 
Dunn Marketing. “Seeing 
that work recognized by 
the Communicator Awards 
is meaningful, but what 
we’re really proud of is 
what it did for our client 
and the families and busi-
ness owners they serve,” 
Dunn said.

In the first full year fol-
lowing the rebrand, The 
Prue Law Group saw a 
13 percent increase in new 
case files compared to the 
prior year, including a 93 
percent increase in busi-
ness law cases and a 13 
percent increase in estate 
law cases. The firm also 
saw an approximate 22 
percent increase in reve-
nue, a 57 percent increase 
in digital ad clicks, and 
more than double the 
social media engagement, 
year over year.

“This recognition val-
idates exactly what we 
set out to do with Dunn 
Marketing, and that is to 
build a brand that reflects 
more than four decades 
of history while opening 
the door for the next gen-
eration of clients,” said 
Attorney Patrick Prue, 
founder of The Prue Law 
Group. “We’re very proud 
of what this brand rep-
resents and grateful to the 
Dunn Marketing team for 
helping us tell our story in 
a way that resonates with 
both the families who have 
trusted us for decades and 
the ones who are just get-
ting to know us.”

A strong showing across 
the agency’s client roster

The Prue Law Group 
honor comes along-
side two additional 2026 
Communicator Awards of 
Distinction earned by Dunn 
Marketing in partnership 
with client WHZ Strategic 
Wealth Advisors: one in 
the Advertising Campaigns 
– Financial Services cat-
egory for WHZ’s televi-
sion campaign, “Absolute 
Confidence. Unwavering 
Partnership. For Life.,” 
and a second in the 
Publications – White Paper 
category for the consumer 
guide Smart Strategies to 
Maximize Generational 
Wealth. WHZ and Dunn 
Marketing announced 
those honors separately.

“Three wins across two 
very different client part-
ners, in three different 
categories, speaks to the 
range of work our team 
takes on every day,” Dunn 
said. “Whether it’s a law 
firm building a modern, 
regional identity or a 
wealth management firm 
connecting with clients on 
some of the most personal 
decisions they’ll make, our 
approach is the same: start 
with empathy and build a 
brand people trust.”

For more information 
about Dunn Marketing and 
its Empathy-Driven Brand 
Building™ approach 
to marketing for clients 
across healthcare, educa-
tion, finance, law, and the 
nonprofit sector, visit dun-
nmarketing.com.

Courtesy Photo

Laura Dunn, CEO & Chief Brand Strategist, Dunn Marketing, with Marci Seney, Vice President, Client Services, Dunn Marketing.

We’d Love To 
Hear From You!

What’s On Your Mind? 
We’d Like
to Know.

Email us your thoughts 
to:

brendan@
villagernewspapers.com

Email
Us!



theater, she had a brief run 
on stage, appearing in a 
Hartford Players produc-
tion of the Arthur Miller 
play “All My Sons” that 
also starred Norman 
Lear, the television pro-
ducer-to-be. For the same 
troupe, she appeared in 
Konstantin Simonov’s 
comedy “The Whole 
World Over.” “Gertrude 
Shragowitz plays the 
daughter with a great deal 
of zest,” the reviewer for 

the Hartford Courant wrote. She brought 
that same quality to everything she did 
for the next seventy-eight years.

Mrs. Margolick is survived by three 
sons, Joseph (Dr. Linda Fried) of 
Baltimore, David (Amy Morris) of New 
York, and Daniel, of Stamford, Ct.; two 
grandsons, Jonathan (Katie Sudhoff) 
of Washington, D.C. and Alexander 
(Latoya) of Mt. Laurel, NJ; and two 
great-granddaughters, Genevieve and 
Louise. A graveside service for her will 
be held at eleven o’clock on Wednesday 
morning, July 15 at the Putnam Heights 
Cemetery.
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Gertrude Margolick, a longtime 
Putnam resident who enriched the civic 
and cultural life in the community for 
many years, died on July 10 in Sarasota, 
Florida. She was 102 years old.

Mrs. Margolick, a native of New 
London, came to Putnam in 1949, 
following her marriage to Dr. Moses 
Margolick, for many years chief of 
the surgical staff at the Day Kimball 
Hospital.

While raising their three sons, she 
was active on the Woman’s Board at 
Day Kimball. And for many years she 
wrote the lyrics for, and produced, annual 
“Cabarets” for the hospital, starring the 
doctors, nurses, orderlies, staffers, and 
anyone else who wanted a part. Her many 
musical collaborators included Richard 
Rodgers, George Gershwin, and Cole 
Porter. “I stole from the best of them,” 
she said. They were gala affairs, and 
raised large sums for the Woman’s Board.

“I hope you’ve also felt as pleased 
with your absolutely wonderful Cabaret 
as you should,” went a representative 
thank you note she received after one 
of them. “I stand in awe of your ability 
to create the show -- and being able 
to direct it and take care of the whole 
production as well is like magic. You’re 
certainly to be congratulated as are the 
hospital and the surrounding countryside 
for having you among us.”

In addition, for more than thirty years 
Mrs. Margolick was the membership 
chairman of the Putnam-Danielson 
Community Concerts Association, 
which brought internationally noted 
musicians to the high school auditori-
ums in Putnam and Killingly. Among 
them were the bass-baritone William 
Warfield, the actor and singer John 
Raitt, and the pianist Don Shirley, later 
the subject of the Oscar-winning film 
“Green Book.”

Make their membership pitches over 
the phone and never by mail (too easy to 
ignore) or in person (where people felt 

cornered), she’d instruct 
her army of volunteers, 
who combed northeastern 
Connecticut for subscrib-
ers. Speak to wives, not 
husbands: in that time and 
place, “culture” was their 
department. Tell people 
that, at $9 for three con-
certs, memberships cost 
little more than a movie. 
And when it came to pick-
ing performers, go easy on 
the sopranos, who seemed 
stuffy.

Be prepared to listen to 
people’s problems, at least for a while, 
before making your move. And above 
all, sound positive. “I’d try to use words 
like ‘exciting’ or ‘thrilling,’” she once 
recalled. “If they saw how enthusiastic 
you were, they thought they were miss-
ing out on something.”

After many concerts, she and Dr. 
Margolick would host receptions for the 
performers at their home, on Genevieve 
Street in Putnam. Mrs. Margolick also 
served for several years on the board of 
the Putnam Public Library.

Mrs. Margolick, born Gertrude 
Shragowitz on March 11, 1924, was 
a graduate of the Williams Memorial 
Institute and the Joseph Lawrence 
School of Nursing, both in New London. 
She also did graduate work at New 
York University and the University of 
Connecticut.

In the closing days of World War II, 
she served as a member of the Cadet 
Nurses Corps at the Chelsea Naval 
Hospital in Massachusetts. In peacetime, 
she was a visiting nurse in Hartford; 
years later, she still took special pride in 
having helped Black families who’d left 
the rural South for war work in Hartford 
acclimatize to life in the urban North. 
She also tended to the wounded service-
men back from overseas.

Indulging her lifelong love of the 

Gertrude Margolick, 102

Bradley John Wood, 
66, of Danielson, passed 
away on Wednesday July 
8, 2026, at Windham 
Hospital. He was born in 
Putnam on December 28, 
1959, son of the late Fred 
W. and Carol A. (Giard) 
Wood. Woody, as he was 
affectionately known, was 
a Veteran of the United 
States Air Force and 
served from 1977-1981. 
He went on to work as 
an outside machinist at 
Electric Boat, where he 
eventually retired after over 36 
years of employment. He was 
an avid book reader before the 
internet, and continued his love 
for reading by scrolling count-
less informative articles and 
keeping up to date with con-
sumer reports. He grew a huge 
love for dinosaurs and learning 
about the prehistoric era. He had a 
love for firearms from a young age and 
collected them as he saw fit. A lover 
of nature he spent countless hours in 
the woods dirt-biking, cutting down 

dead trees for firewood 
with his dad and learning 
about the growing wildlife 
around us with his mom. 
He found sobriety in 1995 
and it changed his life for-
ever, a proud AA member 
he not only found sobriety 
but the love of his life. He 
was the beloved husband 
of Ellen-joy (Orlomoski) 
Wood who predeceased 
him in 2023. Woody is 
survived by his dedicated 
and loving niece Laura 
A. Grenier and her hus-

band Shawn of Canterbury, his 
stepchildren Terry (Todd) Hook 
and Matthew Laney. Besides 
his wife, he was predeceased 
by his parents and his sister 
Brenda Grenier. A calling hour 
will be held in Tillinghast 
Funeral Home 433 Main Street 
Danielson on Tuesday July 28, 

2026 from 10-11am with a Memorial 
Service beginning at 11. Burial with 
full military honors will follow in 
Westfield Cemetery, Danielson. till-
inghastfh.com

Bradley John Wood, 66

OBITUARIES

LEGAL NOTICE
WITCHES WOOD TAX DISTRICT 

TAX COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
The first installment of Real Estate bills 
listed on the October 1, 2025 Grand 
List become due and payable to the 
Witches Woods Tax District on July 1, 
2026.
   Payments must be postmarked 
by August 3, 2026 to avoid interest 
charges.  Interest will be charged on 
August 4, 2026 on all delinquent pay-
ments at the rate of one and a half per-
cent per month or a minimum charge 
of $2.00 per tax bill, in accordance 
with Section 12-146 of the Connecticut 
General Statutes.  
  Failure to receive a tax bill does 
not invalidate the tax or the interest. 
(Section 12-130 C.G.S.)  If you did not 
receive a tax bill, please contact the 
Tax Collector immediately.
If you have any questions, please con-
tact the Tax Collector’s Office at taxw-
wlake@gmail.com or the Assessor’s 
office at 860-928-6929 ext. 326.
Payments must be sent to:
WITCHES WOODS TAX DISTRICT 
PO Box 725, WOODSTOCK, CT 
06281
Frederick Chmura
Tax Collector
June 26, 2026
July 3, 2026
July 24,2026

TOWN OF KILLINGLY 
BOROUGH OF DANIELSON

SOUTH KILLINGLY FIRE DISTRICT
TAX NOTICE

The first quarter installment of real 
estate and personal property taxes 
for the Town of Killingly, the Borough 
of Danielson, and South Killingly Fire 
District listed on the October 1, 2025 
Grand List are due August 1, 2026.  
Also motor vehicle taxes are due 
August 1, 2026.  Taxes will become 
delinquent after September 1, 2026.  
All bills are subject to interest at the 

rate of 18% per annum, 1.5% per 
month or any fraction of a month, from 
the due date of August 1, 2026.  A min-
imum of $2.00 interest will be charged 
for each delinquent bill and installment. 
FAILURE TO RECEIVE A BILL DOES 
NOT RELIEVE OR EXCUSE THE 
OBLIGATION OF TAX OR INTEREST 
DUE PER STATE STATUTE 12-130.
Payments will be received in the 
Revenue Office, 172 Main Street 
Killingly CT 06239, during the posted 
hours, by mail, online, or in our drop 
box. 
Please visit our website for full details 
and online payments at www.killingly.
org.

 April Lamothe, CCMC
Revenue Collector

Town of Killingly
July 24, 2026
August 7, 2026
August 28, 2026

TOWN OF KILLINGLY 
SEWER USE NOTICE

The first half of the Sewer Use is 
due July 1, 2026 and will become 
delinquent after August 3, 2026.  The 
Sewer Use will be subject to interest at 
the rate of 18% per annum, 1.5% per 
month or any fraction of a month, from 
the due date.  A minimum of $2.00 
interest will be charged for each delin-
quent bill and installment. 
FAILURE TO RECEIVE A BILL DOES 
NOT RELIEVE OR EXCUSE THE 
OBLIGATION OF TAX OR INTEREST 
DUE.
Payments will be received in the 
Revenue Office, 172 Main Street 
Killingly CT 06239, during the posted 
hours, by mail, online, or in our drop 
box. 
Please visit our website for full details 
and online payments www.killingly.
org.

 April Lamothe, CCMC
Revenue Collector

Town of Killingly

June 26, 2026
July 10, 2026
July 24,2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
ESTATE OF 

Howard L Drake, Jr. (26-00279) 
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast Probate Court, by decree 
dated  July 8, 2026, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim. 

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk       
The fiduciary is: 
Ian C Drake 
c/o CHRISTIAN GEORGE 
SARANTOPOULOS, 
SARANTOPOULOS &, 
SARANTOPOULOS, LLC, 
143 SCHOOL STREET, 
DANIELSON, CT 06239 
July 24, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
ESTATE OF 

Joan LeClair (26-00255) 
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast Probate Court, by decree 
dated  June 29, 2026, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim. 

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk        
The fiduciary is: 
Nancy S Chambers 
c/o MATTHEW-ALAN HERMAN,
 LAW OFFICE OF ALAN SCOTT 
HERMAN, 
16 SOUTH MAIN ST. P.O. B, 
P.O. BOX 663, 
PUTNAM, CT 06260 
July 24, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  

ESTATE OF 
Diane V Leeder (26-00170) 

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast Probate Court, by decree 
dated  June 3, 2026, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim. 

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk      
The fiduciary is: 
J oseph Leeder, 
305 Quaker Lane, Scituate, Rl 02857
July 24, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION
WOODSTOCK INLAND WETLANDS 

AND WATERCOURSES AGENCY
On July 13, 2026, the Town of 
Woodstock IWWA met and made the 
following decisions:
 Approved, Application: #05-
26-01 – Eastford Road/RT 
198-(5709-02-03B)-Liviah Yeaw-  
Improvement Existing Driveway to 
provide access to NSFR site.
Approved, Application: #06-26-02 – 
Lot 21-1 English Neighborhood Road 
(5169-15-21-1) Justin & Shannen 
Sherman – NSFR in Upland Review 
Area
Approved, Application: #07-26-01 
– 305 Crystal Pond Road (6385-
39-13) Crystal Pond Park (Towns of 
Woodstock & Eastford) – Shoreline 
stabilization
Approved, Application: #07-26-02 – 
Lot 06B Route 169 (5167-12-06B) 
Morris Lewis – Revised Driveway 
Location for NSFR in Upland Review 
Area
Details of this approval may be 
obtained by contacting the Woodstock 
Land Use Department at landuse@
woodstockct.gov
July 24, 2026

LEGALS
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